
s u c h  a c i s a p p o i n t m e n t . Sh e l o o k e d

t e r r i f i c  ...... the sort of g i r l

w h o s e  h a n d  you w a n t e d  to ho ld  ...

... that h o r r i b l e  v o i c e  c o u l d  n o t  be 

h e r s  ...... ( 19 72 : 83/

In this e x a m p l e  it is e v i d e n t  that e l o c u t i o n  a n d / o r 

v o i c  a d u l a t i o n  are a l m o s t  as i m p o r t a n t  to the 

s p e a k e r .  H e r e ,  b e a u t y  a l s o  i m p l i e s  c o r r e c t  tone 

of v o i c e  as w e l l  as the o b v i o u s  p h y s i c a l  a t t r a c ­

t i v e n e s s  of the g i r l  in q u e s t i o n .  A g a i n ,  it is 

e v i d e n t  that b o t h  i n n e r  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  o u t e r  

q u a l i t i e s  are at w o r k  t o g e t h e r  in c o n s t r u c t i n g  

an i d e a l  n o t i o n  of f e m i n i n i t y .

A n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  of the theme of f e m i n i n i t y  s h o w s  

w o m e n ' s  s o - c a l l e d  h e l p l e s s n e s s  and w e a k n e s s e s  .

W o m e n  are p r e s e n t e d  as f r a i l ,  t i m i d  and i n a d e q u a t e .  

T h e i r  p h y s i c a l  i n a d e q u a c y  is h i g h l i g h t e d ,  s o m e ­

t i m e s  in r e l a t i o n  to its c o m p l e m e n t ,  m a l e  g a l l a n ­

try. In On W i t h  the A p r o n  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  the f o l l o w i n g  

e x a m p l e s  a p p e a r :

A g e n t l e m a n  s e a t s  a lady ...... by

p u l l i n g  out h e r  c h a i r  a n d  the n 

p u s h i n g  it in for her. ( 1 9 8 0 : 1 9 5 )

A m a n  w i l l  a l w a y s  pass a d i s h  to 

a w o m a n . ( I b i d . )
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In L e g a c y  of the P a s t  ( 1 9 6 0 ) ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  s h o w  

m e n  and b o y s  t o i l i n g  w i t h  c a t t l e  and w a g o n s  on 

the t re k,  w h i l e  w o m e n  are s h o w n  as m e r e  s p e c t a t o r s ,  

s t a n d i n g  in the s h a d e  of a t r e e  l o o k i n g  on (1960: 

160) In S e n i o r  G e o g r a p h y  ( n . d . ) ,  r e f e r e n c e  is 

m a d e  to t ha  " f a i r  sex" , t h o u g h  r e f e r e n c e s  to 

w o m e n  are not m a n y .

(b) W O M E N ' S  B I O L O G I C A L  A N D  D O M E S T I C  ROLE 

IN T H E  F A M I L Y .

As m e n t i o n e d  in c h a p t e r  o n e ,  it is a t r u i s m  to 

s a y  that w o m e n  e v e r y w h e r e  are r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

c h i l d b e a r i n g  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  p h y s i o l o g y .  T h i s  

s e r v e s  as a type of l e g i t i m a t i o n  of the p r e v a i l i n g  

i d e o l o g y  of g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  W o m e n ' s  s e x u a l i t y  

a p p e a r s  to h a v e  a b i o l o g i c a l  o r i g i n  b e c a u s e  w o m e n  

are  c a p a b l e  of g i v i n g  b i r t h .  In c o n t r a s t ,  m e n ' s  

s e x u a l i t y  is not r e l a t e d  to or s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  

p a r e n t h o o d ,  so the i m p l i c a t i o n  is that d i f f e r e n t  

g e n d e r s  w i l l  a c c e n t u a t e  d i f f e r e n t  t a sk s w i t h i n  

the f a m i l y .  A l s o ,  c h i l d b e a r i n g  b e c o m e s  c h i l d -  

r e a r i n g ,  as w i l l  be t o u c h e d  u p o n  later.
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a l m o s t  a l w a y s  s h o w  the m a l e  b o d y  a n d  all p e o p l e  

are r e f e r r e d  to as " m a n "  or " h i",  so tha t the 

l a n g u a g e  is d e c i d e d l y  m a s c u l i n e .  Th e o n l y  i n ­

s t a n c e  w h e r e  w o m e n  are d e p i c t e d  is u n d e r  the 

s e c t i o n  of r e p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e s e  d i a g r a m s  are 

c r o s s - s e c t i o n s  of a p r e g n a n t  u t e r u s  ( 1 9 7 4 : 9 2 )  

and a s c h e m e  of o v u l a t i o n .  The o n l y  ' f e m a l e  

s p e c i f i c '  w o r d s  in the w h o l e  text are:

" d a u g h t e r  c e l l s  .... d a u g h t e r  c h r o m o ­

s o m e s . "  ( 1 9 7 4 : 1 4 )

It c o u l d  be a r g u e d  that t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  i m p l y  

an i m p l i c i t  s e x i s m  in b i o l o g y  d i s c o u r s e  a nd  that 

the a b o v e  c e l l s  or c h r o m o s o m e s  e x i s t  in a s t at e 

of d e p e n d e n c y .

The r e f e r e n c e s  in the b i o l o g y  t e x t  c o n c e r n i n g  

w o m e n ' s  a n a t o m y  are in r e l a t i o n  to m e n s t r u a t i o n  

and p r e g n a n c y .  It c o u l d  be a r g u e d  that one 

i m p l i c a t i o n  is that the f u n c t i o n  of b e a r i n g  

c h i l d r e n  d e t e r m i n e s  w o m e n ' s  b i o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s ;  

in al l  the o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of the b i o l o g y  text 

w o m e n  are o m i t t e d .

W o m e n ' s  b i o l o g i c a l  pa rt  in the f a m i l y  c a n  be 

d e v e l o p e d  f u r t h e r ;  t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y  has b e c o m e  

e q u a t e d  w i t h  d e p e n d e n c y  in the h o m e .  In a 

s e n s e ,  c h i l d b e a r i n g  b e c o m e s  c h i l d - r e a r i n g ,
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and w o m e n  ar e e x p e c t e d  to c a r e  for the f a m i l y  and 

be r e s p o n s i b l e  for d o m e s t i c  c h o r e s  (S a 1 z m a n - W e b b ,

1 97 1) .  W o m e n ' s  l i v e s  b e c o m e  l i m i t e d  and r e s t r i c t e d  

b e c a u s e  d o m e s t i c i l y  l o c a t e s  t h e m  in the h o m e ;  t h e r e ­

fo re  m a r r i a g e .  M o t h e r h o o d  a nd  f e m i n i n i t y  c a n  be 

s e e n  as r e i n f o r c i n g  on e a n o t h e r .

The  f u n c t i o n s  of c h i l d - r e a r i n g  an d m a i n t e n a n c e  

of th e h o m e  are r e f l e c t e d  in the s c h o o l  t e x t s  

s t u d i e d .  T e x t s  lik e O n  W i t h  the A p r o n  ( 1 9 8 0 ) , 

p r o m o t e  this n o t i o n  of w o m e n ' s  p l a c e  b e i n g  in 

the h o m e  by d e v o t i n g  l a rg e s e c t i o n s  to h o m e  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  n u t r i t i o n  and s a f e t y  of the f a m i l y .

T he  f o l l o w i n g  t i t l e s  a p p e a r  in the i n de x:

M e a l  P 1a n n i n g .

F o o d  P r e p a r a t i o n .

C l e a n i n g  of the H o u s e .

C o n t r o l  of H o u s e h o l d  E x p e n s e s .

S a f e t y  in the H o m e .  (1980)

A w o m a n ' s  p a r t  in the f a m i l y  as s o m e b o d y ' s  w i f e  

or m o t h e r  is s t r e s s e d  in the h o u s e c r a f t  text.

U n d e r  a s e c t i o n  on t a b l e  e t i q u e t t e  tne f o l l o w i n g  

r u l e s  a p p e a r :

Th e h o s t e s s  m u s t  p l an  the s e r v i n g  so

she can be w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  and g u e s t s . . .  ( 1 9 8 0 : 1 9 4 )

Page n o . 7 8.



y

v-.w 

P a g e  n o . 79.

At an y  f a m i l y  n e a i ,  the m o t h e r  is 

the "wistess . ( 1 9 8 0 : 1 9 5 )

At i n f o r m a l  m e a l s ,  the h o s t e s s /  

m o t h e r  ma y  go to the d i n i n g r o o m  

f i r s t  .......  (Ib id .)

Th e  w o m a n / m o t h e r / h o s t e s s  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  and p r e p a r e s  

the m e al . In V l ot  A f r i k a a n s (1983)  the f o l l o w i n g  

e x a m p l e s  are fo und:

Die v r i e n d e l i k e  g a s v r o u  het  'n .... 

ete v i r  h a a r  g a s t e  b e r e i .  ( 1 9 0 3 : 4 )

Ma sal die a a n d e t e  b e r e i .  ( 1 9 8 3 : 1 8 )

M o e d e r  h o e f  n i e  k o e k  to b a k  nie, 

o m d a t  ...... ( 1 9 8 3 : 2 2 )

'Ma, b a k  a s s e b l i e f  vi r  one p a n n e k o e k . ' ( 1 9 8 3 : 3 6 )  

Ek he t elke da g  g e s o r g  v i r  k o o k  .... 

a l le s  wat  M a m m i e  g e d o e n  het. ( 1 9 8 3 : 1 0 2 )

In C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  P r a c t i c e  (1 97 2)  the f o l l o w ­

ing e x a m p l e  a p p e a r s :

As a h o t e l  c h e f ,  c o m p i l e  a s e r i e s  of

d a i l y  m e n u s  ...... ( p e r h a p s  one of

the g i r l s  in the c l a s s  c o u l d  p r e p a r e  

food for one of the m e n u s . )  ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 0 8 )

T h i s  is an e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  of s e x - s t e r s o t y p i n g  

w h e r e  the c h e f  is a s s u m e d  to be m a l e ;  a g i r l  h o w e v e r ,
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is a s k e d  to p r e p a r e  the food. A c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

is e v i d e n t  h e r e  b e c a u s e  c h e f s  p r e p a r e  f o o d  for 

w a g e s  (and are t h e n  a s s u m e d  to be m a l e )  but  the 

i m p l i c a t i o n  h e r e  is tha t b o y s  in a c l a s s  w o u l d  

no t  w a n t  to be i n v o l v e d  in the ' f e m i n i n e *  

t a s k  of c o o k i n g .  T h u s ,  c o o k i n g  in the h o m e  is 

s e e n  as a w o m a n ' s  task; it is p a r t  of h e r  

d o m e s t i c  c h o r e s  as w e l l  as part of h e r  i n v o l v e ­

m e n t  in n u t r i t i o n  for h e r  f a m i l y .

As p o r t r a y e d  in the t e x t s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in 

the h o u s e h o l d  m a y  be s h a r e d  but t h e s e  are s h a r e d  

m a i n l y  b e t w e e n  the w o m e n  of the h o u s e h o l d .  G i r l s  

are s e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  h e l p i n g  t h e i r  m o t h e r s  in 

p r e p a r a t i o n  for the day w h e n  t h e y  too h a v e  r e s p o n  

s i b i l i t i e s  in t h a i r  r e s p e c t i v e  h o m e s .  D a u g h t e r s  

are s e e n  to h e lp  the h o s t e s s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  in 

the A f r i k a a n s  text ( 1 98 3) :

Die d o g t e r s  h e l p  e e r s  h u l l e  m o e d e r  in 

h u is . (198 3:21 )

'Kom h e l p  g o u  o m  di e b e d d e n s  op te 

m a a k ', het A n i t a  v i r  h a a r  s u s t e r  

gesl. ( 1 9 8 3 : 3 6 )

'G a a n  h e l p  M o i r a  m e t  die t o e b r o o d j i e s  ' , 

het H e l e n  se m a  ge s e.  ( I bi d. )

M o s t  te xts  use s e n t e n c e s  that e x p l i c i t l y  r e f e r  to 

w o m e n  as m o t h e r s ,  c o o k s ,  m e n d e r s ,  h o u s e w i v e s  and



h o s t e s s e s .  F a t h e r s  and sons in c o n t r a s t  are i n ­

v o l v e d  in s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  as t a k i n g  the car  to 

th e g a r a g e  or w o r k i n g  on the car , m o w i n g  the l a w n  

a n d  f i x i n g  t h i n g s  in the home . A l s o ,  as the 

f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e s  i l l u s t r a t e ,  w o m e n  are not i n ­

v o l v e d  or e x p e c t e d  to be i n v o l v e d  in a c t i v i t i e s  

s u c h  as h e l p i n g  f a t h e r s  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  d u t i e s ,  

a n d  m a l e s  are n ot  e x p e c t e d  to do c h o r e s  w i t h  

m o t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s  or w i v e s . T h u s  t a s k s  are 

d i v i d e d  a l o n g  s t r i c t  g e n d e r  li n e s .  Vl ot  A f r i - 

k a a n s  ( 19 83 ) has the f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s :

Die v a d e r  se v i r  sy s e un  ... 'Trek  

go u  m y  m o t o r  uit. ( 1 9 8 3 : 3 5 )

Die v a d e r  vr a:  'S e un s,  k a n  j u l l e  

m y g o u  k o m  h e l p  o m  die o n k r u i d  uit 

te t r e k ?  ( 1 9 8 3 : 1 8 5 )

As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  m a r r i a g e ,  m o t h e r h o o d  and 

f e m i n i n i t y  are t i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  so the q u e s t i o n  

is w h a t  a b o u t  w o m e n  w h o  are i n v o l v e d  in w a g e d  

w o r k ?  M o s t  s c h o o l  t e x t s  do not r e f e r  to w o m e n  

in the w o r k p l a c e  at all. On W i t h  the A p r o n

( 19 80 )  d o e s  not t o u c h  u p o n  the n a t u r e  of w o m e n ' s  

w o r k  in the w o r k p l a c e ;  it i m p l i e s  that  w o m e n ' s  

v o c a t i o n  is in the h o m e :

...... (a) c o u r s e  w h i c n  w i l l  e q u i p
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p u p i l s  w i t h  ...... t e c h n i q u e s  and p r o ­

c e d u r e s  for the s u c c e s s f u l  r u n n i n g  of 

a h o m e  and c a r e  of m e m b e r s  of the f a m i l y .

It a l s o  se e k s  to e n c o u r a g e  the r i g h t

a t t i t u d e  to h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s  .... ( 1 9 8 0  : P r e f a c e )
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T he  h o u s e c r a f t  t e x t  d o e s  not  m a k e  a l l o w a n c e  for 

a ny  p r o b a b i l i t y  th at  the w o m a n  m a y  be i n v o l v e d  

in w a g e d  w o r k .  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  P r a c t i c e  

( 1 9 72 ) d o e s  h a ve  the f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e ,  h o w e v e r :

Of c o u r s e  she h a d  to w o r k  h a r d ,  b o t h

in the h o u s e  and at b u s i n e s s  ...... ( 1 9 7 2 : 4 2 )

T he  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e  r e l a t e s  to the d u al  s i t u a t i o n  

w h i c h  w o m e n  are c a u g h t  up in if t h e y  are i n v o l v e d  

in w a g e d  w o r k  as w e l l  as h a v i n g  to run a ho m e .  

R e g a r d l e s s  of w h a t  w o m e n  do o u t s i d e  the h o m e ,  

t h e y  r e m a i n  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the h o m e  and the f a m i l y .  

In fa ct ,  not o n l y  are w o m e n  i n v o l v e d  in a t u s s l e  

b e t w e e n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  at h o m e  an d t h e i r  w a g e d  

w o r k ,  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  in the w o r k p l a c e  is l i m i t i n g  

and r e s t r i c t e d  br. c a u s e  the n a t u r e  of the w o r k  is 

a l s o  tie d to a n o t i o n  of f e m i n i n i t y  and m o t h e r ­

h o o d .  T h i s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  f u l l y  in the n e x t  

t h e m e .



(c) W O M E N ' S  S T A T U S  IN T H E  W O R K P L A C E

As h as a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  in c h a p t e r  two, 

w o m e n ' s  w o r k  in the h o m e  and w o m e n ' s  w o r k  o u t ­

s i d e  of the h o m e  are o f t e n  r e l a t e d  i d e o l o g i c a l l y .  

A p p r o p r i a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of m a s c u l i n i t y  and 

f e m i n i n i t y  are e v i d e n t  he re  b e c a u s e  o f t e n  w h e n  

w o m e n  are e n g a g e d  in the w o r k p l a c e  th ey  are 

d o i n g  jobs w h i c h  are an e x t e n s i o n  of t h e i r  

d o m e s t i c  r o l e  in the hom e.  T h e s e  jobs  are g e n d e r  

s p e c i f i c  an d l i m i t e d ,  as the f o l l o w i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  

f r o m  the E n g l i s h  text i l l u s t r a t e ,  w h e r e  the w o m a n  

is s e e n  as a cook:

' Y o u ' v e  n e v e r  b e e n  to see A u n t  C l a r a  ..

Y o u ' v e  n e v e r  e a t e n  he r e g g - a n d - b a c o n  

pie?' ( 1 9 7 2 : 8 3 )

as a h a n d i w o r k e r :

Y o u  c a n  k n i t  a s w e a t e r  by the f i r e s i d e  ...

( 1 9 7 2 : 2 4 8 )

as a t e a c h e r :

.... my  t e a c h e r  c a me , she led me i n t o

h e r  r o o m  .... ( 1 9 7 2 : 9 3 )

as a b a r m a i d :

.... so wa s she. T h e r e  was a c h e e k y

g r i n  on h e r  fa ce at t i m e s and then
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the m e n  s e e m e d  to like  h e r  m o r e  ...

( 1 9 7 2 : 8 2 )

as a g o v e r n e s s :

A n d  m y  g o v e r n e s s  (did) not m a k e  b a n d a g e s  ...

( 1 9 7 2 : 7 0 )

as a h o u s e k e e p e r :

.... all its f a m i l i a r  o b j e c t s  w h i c h  

she h a d  d u s t e d  o n c e  a w e e k  for so 

m a n y  y e a r s  .... ( 1 9 7 2 : 4 1 )

an d as ? c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n t :

I p a s s e d  .... at the B l u e b u r g  H i g h  S c h o o l  

for gi rl s .... I h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  as a 

c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  .... ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 0 3 )

In the A f r i k a a n s  text ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  w o m e n  are r e p r e s e n t e d  

a s :

a n u r s e :

Die m a t r o n e  v e r s o e k  die v e r p 1e e g s t e r  . ( 1983  : 36 )

a t e a c h e r  and a l i b r a r i a n :

J o a n  g a a n  'n o n d e r w y s e r  w o r d ,  m a a r  

sy m o e t  l i e w e r  'n (dame w a t  in die 

b i b l i o t e e k  we r k)  g e w o t d  het. ( 1 9 8 3 : 9 8 )



m . '

.

and a s e r v a n t  :

M a r t h a ,  ons ou b e d i e n d e
( 1983 : 125)

E x a m p l e s  of c l e r i c a l  w o r k  in V l o t  A f r i k a a n s  (1983) 

i n c l u d e :

Die b e s t u u r d e r  s e v i r  sy t i k s t e r  ....

( 1 9 8 3 : 3 6 )

J o h a n  het v e r d e r  s t u d e e r ,  .... en ek 

het my  h a n d e l s k u r s u s  v o l t o o i  ....

( 1 9 8 3 : 1 0 2 )

Th e a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n s  are g o o d  e x a m p l e s  of s t e r e o ­

t y p i n g .  In the last q u o t a t i o n  the m a n a g e r  is a 

m a n  and the t y p i s t  is a w o m a n .  T h e  m a l e  is e n ­

g a g e d  in f u r t h e r  s t u d y  (in fac t the s e n t e n c e  

r e f e r s  to a c o m p r e h e n s i o n  p a s s a g e  in w h i c h  the 

m a n  is s t u d y i n g  for a B. S c.  d e g r e e )  and the 

f e m a l e  is d o i n g  a s e c r e t a r i a l  c o u r s e .  By i m p l i ­

c a t i o n ,  she is no t c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  the m a n  in 

a ny way.

N o n e  of the tex ts  gi ve  d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  to w o m e n  

b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  in m a 1e - a p p r o p r i a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n s .  

H o w e v e r ,  the E n g l i s h  tex t p o s e s  the f o l l o w i n g  

q u e s t i o n s  tha t c h a l l e n g e  e x i s t i n g  s t e r e o t y p e s :

Can m o s t  t h i n g s  d o n e  by b o ys  be 

e q u a l l y  w e l l  d o n e  by g i r l s ?  ( 1 9 7 2 : 1 8 1 )



W h a t  is y o u r  p o i n t  of v i e w  a b o u t :

(a) M e n  p u s h i n g  p r a m s  and c h a n g i n g  

n a p p i e s ?

(b) W o m e u  d o i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ?

( 1 9 7 2 : 1 8 1 / 2 )

M e n  are v a i n ,  but t h ey  w o n ' t  mi nd  

w o m e n  w o r k i n g ,  so l o ng  as the', get 

s m a l l e r  s a l a r i e s  for the s a m e  job.

( 1 9 7 2  :299)

T h e  H i s t o r y  text, L e g a c y  of the P a s t  ( 1 9 6 0 ) ,  do es  

m a k e  r e f e r e n c e  to M a n t a t i s i ,  the ' w a r r i o r  q u e e n ' ,  

w h o  was a r u t h l e s s  c o n q u e r o r  and r u l e r  of the 

B a t l o k o a  t r i b e ,  but she is an e x c e p t i o n .  G e n e r a l l y  

w o m e n  do not a p p e a r  to be a c t i v e  in e m p l o y m e n t ,  

n o r  do t he y a p p e a r  to be i n v o l v e d  e q u a l l y  a l o n g ­

s id e  m a l e s .  T h e y  do not a p p e a r  as a c t i v e  p a r t i ­

c i p a n t s  in the w o r k  fo rce.

In the G e o g r a p h y  text, S e n i o r  G e o g r a p h y  for Std. 8 

(n .d.) the f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e s  a p p e a r :

H e a v y  i n d u s t r y ,  f o r e s t r y  and m i n i n g  

m a i n l y  a t t r a c t  lar ge  n u m b e r s  of u n ­

m a r r i e d  m a l e s  ......

...... s e r v i c e s ,  t r a d e  and a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i v e  c i t i e s  a t t r a c t  m o r e  f e m a l e s . . .  ( n . d . : 1 2 4 )
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As a r e s u l t  of m i g r a n t  l a b o u r  ....

the g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e x p l o i t i n g

the c o u n t r y ' s  r e s o u r c e s  .... r e s t s

h e a v i l y  on the w o m e n  of L e s o t h o  ... n . d . : 2 4 1 )

T h i s  is the o n l y  r e f e r e n c e  to w o m e n  d o i n g  an y k i n d  

of m a n u a l  l a b o u r  in a T h i r d  W o r l d  s i t u a t i o n .  The 

i m p l i c a t i o n  h e r e  is t h a t  w o m e n  are o n l y  i n v o l v e d  

i.i ' e x p  1 o i t ( i n g ) the c o u n t r y ' s  r e s o u r c e s '  b e c a u s e  

the m e n  are no t t h e r e  to do it w h i c h  o v e r l o o k s

w o m e n ' s  w o r k  in p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s .  On e 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  s h o w s  w o m e n  s e r v i n g  f o od  to m e n  (n.d. 

:146) but g e n e r a l l y  w o m e n  are not r e f e r r e d  to in 

the t e x t  e x c e p t  in the types of e x a m p l e s  that 

h a v e  b e e n  l i s t e d  u n d e r  the r e g i o n a l  g e o g r a p h y  

sect  i o n .

M e n ' s  d e c i s i v e  ro l e s  in the w o r k p l a c e  are v e r y  

m u c h  e m p h a s i z e d  in M o d e r n  T y p i n g  (1 976). In fact, 

no d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  are m a d e  to w o m e n .  By t h e i r  

i n v i s i b i l i t y  ( w h i ch  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  la t e r )  it 

is a s s u m e d  tha t the t y p i s t ' s  j ob  is of a s e c o n d a r y  

n a t u r e  and one or two s e n t e n c e s  r e f e r  to the t y p i s t  

as b e i n g  a w o m a n :

.... the t y p i s t  has to c o m p l e t e  the 

d o c u m e n t  u s i n g  all d e t a i l s  g i v e n  to
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her (1976:138)

If thi s is not d o n e  the t y p i s t  w i l l  

f i n d  she is i l l - e q u i p p e d  .... ( 1 9 7 6 : 4 1 )

A t y p i s t  is e m p l o y e d  in the w o r l d  of men . T e x t s  

r e f e r  “o m e n  in p o s i t i o n s  suc h as ’c h a i r m a n ’, 

' m a n a g e r ' ,  ' p o s t m a s t e r '  and (m ale ) s e c r e t a r y .

Al l  l a w y e r s ,  r e s i d e n t  e n g i n e e r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  

a p p l i c a n t s ,  l e c t u r e r s  and  e m p l o y e r s  are r e f e r r e d  

to as "he". M e n  are in p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  

an d the t y p i s t  is e n g a g e d  in work, w h i c h  s u p p l e ­

m e n t s  the 'm a n - i n - c h a r g e '. She sees to the 

s m o o t h  r u n n i n g  of c l e r i c a l  w o r k  and m a k e s  no 

m a j o r  d e c i s i o n s  on h e r  own.

It can  be c o n c l u d e d  t h at  the s c h o o l  t e x t s  r e ­

p r e s e n t  w o m e n  in g e n d e r - s p e c i f i c ,  l i m i t e d  

p o s i t i o n s  in the w o r k p l a c e .  A l s o ,  t e x t s  

r e f l e c t  that w o m e n  are i n v o l v e d  in v o c a t i o n s  

t ha t  are e x t e n s i o n s  of t h e i r  jo bs  at h o m e  and 

in the f a m i l y ;  o f t e n  t h e s e  jobs  are p a s s i v e ,  

r e p e t i t i v e  and n o n - c o m p e t i t i v e .

A ll t h e s e  n o t i o n s  e c h o  tiie c o n c e p t  of p a t r i a r c h y  

in w h i c h  w o m e n  e x i s t  in a s t at e of p a s s i v i t y  and 

d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e y  are s u b o r d i n a t e  to m e n  w h o  in 

t u r n  e x e r c i s e  p o w e r  and c o n t r o l  and w h o  are i n ­

v o l v e d  in d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .



(d) H O W  W O M E N  A R E  S E E N  IN B R O A D E R  S O C I A L  

A R R A N G E M E N T S .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  has up ». •> n o w  r e f e r r e d  to p a r t i c u l a r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of w o m e n  in t e x t 3 ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e i r  

' f e m i n i n i t y 1 , t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  in the h o m e  and 

f a m i l y  a nd  the k i n d s  of w o r k  t h e y  are i n v o l v e d  

in. All of t he s e  are r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w h i c h  are 

e x p l i c i t l y  or i m p l i c i t l y  r e f e r r e d  to in the t e x t s  

e x a m i n e d .

Bu t t he re  are a l s o  q u e s t i o n s  of the ' i n v i s i b i 1 i ty ' 

of w o m e n .  Thi s ca n be c o n s i d e r e d  in a n u m b e r  of 

w a y  s . F i r s 1 1 y , w o m e n  are o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  to a c c o r d i n g  to 

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  me n;  s e c o n d l y ,  some te x t s  

o m i t  w o m e n  e n t i r e l y  and o t h e r  t e x t s  r e f e r  to 

w o m e n  o n l y  in p a r t i c u l a r  or g e n d e r - s p e c i f i c  c a s e s ;  

t h i r d l y ,  wocr :n are 'made i n v i s i b l e '  t h r o u g h  m a l e -  

a p p r o p r i a t e d  l a n g u a g e ;  and l a s t l y ,  n e g a t i v e  r e f e r ­

e n c e s  are m a d e  a b o u t  w o m e n  w h i c h  p l a c e  t h e m  in 

p o s i t i o n s  of s u b o r d i n a t i o n  or r i d i c u l e .  E a ch  of 

t h e s e  p o i n t s  w i l l  n o w  be d e v e l o p e d .

In c e r t a i n  of the t e x t s viz. M o d e r n  T y p i n g  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  

L e g a c y  of the Pa st  (1 C 60) , C o m p r e h e n s i v e  Engli sh 

P r a c t i c e  (1972) an d V l o t  A f r i k a a n s  ( 1 98 3) , w o m e n  

e a r n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

Page n o . 89.



Page no. 90

w i t h  men. Th e f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s  s h o w  w o m e n

r e f e r r e d  to as:

R e t i e f ' s  n i e c e ;  F a r e w e l l ' s  w i f e ;  the 

w i d o w  of the c h i e f ;  his w i f e  the q u e e n ;  

M i s s / M r s  (as o p p o s e d  to 'M s'); the em--

%

p l o y e r ' s  s e c r e t a r y ;  w i v e s  c a l l e d  

' m o t h e r ' ;  h o u s e w i f e  ......

Ev«in if s om e of the a b o v e  e x a m p l e s  of r e l a t i o n s  

are h i s t o r i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e ,  the r u l e  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  

to m e n  as w e ll .  V h e s e  q u o t e s  e c h o  de B e a u v o i r ' s  

n o t i o n  of 'the O t h e r '  ( 1 9 6 1 ) . D e f i n i t i o n s  of 

r e a l i t y  or r e f e r e n c e s  to e x p e r i e n c e s  do n o t  s t e m  

f r o m  w o m e n ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  of t h e m.  W o m e n  ar e d e ­

f i n e d  and d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to men; 

the s i t u a t i o n  is n ot r e v e r s e d .  As s e e n  in the 

t e x t s  m e n  are n o t  s u b j e c t  to t i t l e s  in m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s  and t h e i r  o w n  p o s i t i o n s  ar e not s u b j e c t  

to t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  to w o m e n .  T h u s  w o m e n  are p o r ­

t r a y e d  as d e p e n d a n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a p p e a r i n g  to 

s t a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of m e n

As s e e n  e a l i e r  in thi s c h a p t e r ,  s o m e  t e x t s  m a k e  

l i t t l e  of no r e f e r e n c e s  to w o m e n .  For e x a m p l e ,  

in B i o l o g y  for Std. 8 (19 74 ) w o m e n  are r e f e r r e d  

to as c h i l d b e a r e r s  but t h e y  are omitr.ed in the
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