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ordinary labourer. Like the members of the Beavers, both
Macheli and Marokoane waere interested in the music
broadcasted by LM radin, listening together and then
attempting to copy ocut the lyrics of songs they heard, 83
Machell had an acoustic guitar which belonged to his
uncle, and he and Marakoane used to take it to members of
the Beavers to tune.66 They would listen te the music on
the radio, then attempt to play it by ear, As with the
members of the Beavers, they were inspired by groups such

as the Beatles and the Rolling Stones.®? 1t was

" Macheli's idea tuw form the band:

The guy [Machellil wanted to form a band. He was very
intelligent. He wag a little hit older than me ...
They [Mache'® 8 parents] were rich at that place;
they were ¢ : .mg kombis and everything, and they
were just buying everything for him. Pecple were
poor,; poor. 1 was poor, but I was talented agg he
Juot fotchad wme. Then I went clong with him,
Next, Macheli enlisted three school friends at Lekoa
Shandu High School who had similar interests in music,
Stephen Molefe, Abram ﬁoﬂisakeng and Stanley Thipe.59 Ae
with the Beavers, the Hurricanes did not have much
experience in the way of playing instruments: “We
[Macheli and Marokoane) had an acoustic guitar and we
were playing together ... The other guys ... vduldn't
play either. We started from scratch."’? uUnlike the
Beavers, however, the Hurricanes did not have to wait
until they could afford to buy instruments hefore they
began fo play. The Deavers let them borrow thelr
instruments to practise with until they wexre able to

purchase their own. And when it came to puxchasing
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instruments, the Beavers wera able to assist as well.
Jonas Chaka from the Beavers explains:

That's why I am saying it was a family of different
groups. Aunyone who starts to mushroom, they just
come to us, "can you help us, we've got to get an
instrument?" We say "Okay fine, what type of
instrument do you need?" Now with our experience as
far as instruments are concerned, we say "Okay fine,
how much can you afford?" We would then go into
town, a whole bunch of us, something like twenty or
fifteen guys, going there to help one guy select a
guitar. And then from thore when they have their
instrunents ready, even if the whole set is not
complete we would just sacrifice a practice session,
and so whenever we had a practice, we would say
“eome on, chaps, play", and then we help them shape
ug their music. That was the trend and we were
pleased, hecay?e in actual fact, these guys were
following us.

'This act of groups aiding and éupporting one another ig
similar fp the way the football team, thé Vaal
Professionals, was formed. Both musicians and football
players,_and, indeed, boxers and dressers, had to team
togaethur in order to achieve a measure of success outside
of Sharpeville. But, along with support for each other
was the néad for support from the local community and; as
with the bands before them, the Hurricanes began by
playing at weddings and other social events in
Sharpeville in order to gesnerate this support. Like
prewvious bands, they too placed the money they sarned
from thase events toward buying better instiuments:

‘We were playing at weddings and earning'mohey from

playing at these weddings, and putting it towards .

buying instrumente. We also used to play at beauty .

contests and all that ... {We rece;xed] R75, it was
quite a lot of money at that time.
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They also joined the pilgrimage of musicians to the
recording studios in the hope of securing a recording
contract, Unlike the Beavers, however, here the |
Hurricanes were successful:
«ne W2 went to studios onrselves, studios like
Gallo, Trutone, and the RPM was the third studio. So
we vent there and they used tc have a black talent
scout and record prodvcer, Thomas Mazingi. So Thomas
Masingi auditicned us. So when we were in the
studio, Mx Dan Hill, he was a talent scout and
record producer for white bands, but he became
interested in us. So we entered the studio and he

told Thomas that he must g%ga us a ¢ontrackt, so
that's how it all started.

The fact that, despite not playing mbaganga music, their
music was recbrded reflected not a ¢hanging attitude aﬁ |
the part of the SABC but a boom in ﬁhe recording
industry. In the late 19608, a nuﬁber of new recording a
companies wece set up, such as RPM, David Gresham's
recording company, later Clive Calderis ﬁromotions (CCF),{
WEA (Warner, Elektra, Atlanta), Entertainment |
Distributors and Reveille Music,’%f According to Lunn,
the emergence of these companies: |

ro» followed a pattern typical of the industry.

Whenever the big companiea are doing well and there

ie a plethora of music, much of which the big

companies resist recording, s=mpall compag&es_amarge,

. grow on the more specialised market ...

| Initially these companies conééntrated on only white pop
music, but soon turned td,the black market. The result
was that while mbaganga remained their major focus, other
forms of music began to be considered, particularly,

because of its popularity, that of soul.
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In 1972, "Rhutlela Ho Nna", composed by Jacob Macheli,
was the Hurricanes' first recording, followed by '
"Misery." The two most successful compositions were "I
~ can feel it"™ and "Expression of Love". The racord, "I can
fael it" (RPM 926) became an instant hit and became the
flrst record by a2 group in the Vaal Triangle to recelve a
gold disc for sales in excess of 25 000. Relzased in
1972, it 'remained on the The World newspaper's "Top Yen"
hits until 1974, eventually winning, in all, three gold
discs.”® "I can feel it" was followed with a string of
hits. “Expressions of Love" {RPM 965), released in 1973,
received two gold discs, and while “Say it" (RPM 998),
alse releassd in 1973, received one. Ironically, it was a
member of the never-to-be recorded Beavers, Feter
Modisakeng, who wrote both “Expressions of Love” and "I
can feel 1t." This wis evidence of the extent to which
the mﬁsic groups in Sharpevilie were supportive of each
other, as Beavers' member Jonas Chaka explains:
.ss W& used to help each othé&, we were just a
famlily of groups together, We'd go there and help
the others, try:to shape their music. Mainly we
would play the major role in shaping their musie
bacause some of our compositions, we fell that they
- waren't exachkly gy direction or style and then just
give it to them. : '
That the Hurricanas reaped most of the reward 4id not
‘appear to be a problem for the members of the Beavers:
++» We wore the influence and peopls were seeing
5o the Beavers were the ploneera, That was more to
ou. advantage than it was to them. Everybody would

say, hell, wqahave the Hurricanes, but, boy, watch
the Beavers. '
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By baing involved in the success of the Hurricanes, the
Beaavers were proving that they, the muslc groups from
Shaxpeville, were a force to be reckoned with. But,.taken
alone, because they were not known outside of
Sharpeville, they had only their local audi?#ce in which
to enjoy this accomplishment. For the Hurricanes,
howaver, success meant having to rely less upon the local

support-base,

Masingi- saw in the Hurricanes the potential to sell a
good deal of records not only in South Afrieca, but across
the border as well, Masingl organised for them to perform
concerts in Malawi, zimbahwn, Swaziland, Lesotho and
Botswana. Masingi played an important role for thé
Hurricanes, although he toc henefited from thelr success:

Thomas Magingi was like a manager to us, He was
helping us with everything. He wae like a father to
ve. He would leave South Africd and go to Zimbabwe
to see how our records were sellilng and all that.
When he came back he would telli us to go thers and
play there. We would go there and find everybody
waiting for us. He was also bendfiting Ffrom that; he
wa: ge;sing royalties as well from our record

Saias, 0 |
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S

“l

Masingi was clearly performing the rd?e of a patron for
the Hurg;canes_and was the band's 11nﬁ to national, and
indeed international (of a.ﬁﬁrt),vsuc&ess.ﬂsut he was not
a patron of the kind focused upon thué.farﬂin the thesis
-~ that is, his influence on Sharpevillﬁ itself was

minimal.
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"~ From the momeant they cut their first record, the
Hurricanes bagan to receive a sizeable income. With their
first royalty chegue - a sum of R3 000 -~ and with a
advance of R2 000, they bought the rest of their
instruments. After their first tour to Zimbabwe, in 1973,
they had earned anough to buy a Volkswagen Kombl for
touring. But, despite sizeable record sales, the
Hurricanes received the bulk of their income from live
performances both within and without South Africa.
Royalties from recordings were a mere five cents per
_record sold - 2 1/2c was the artist's royalty and 2 1/2c
went to the composer. For live perfbrmancea, after they
had recorded their first single, they recsived an amoumt
of R750 per show. After a year of performing for R750,
they realised they could earn even more if they organised
their own shows. This was indeed the case and their
aarninga invreased substantiallj, re&ching up to R% 060.
The tours themselves were exhausting, They would last
between three and nine weeks, and the band would perform -
up to fiﬁe ahows_pe¥ week: _ 
+es We were on the road every month, every month we
were on the road. We used to go for about six weeks,

be at home for about a_weekaoanﬂ then go on tour
- again for about nine weeks.

As the group became more successful, so their need for
local community support diminished, anﬁ they began to
play less and less in the Vaal Triangla. Because they,
like other groups, defined success in termg of that
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achieved outside of the community, once this was attained
it lessened the importance of thelr local support-base.
Indeed, while Machell claimed that "the Sharpeville.fans
were the loudest at our shows and festivals,” he recalled
that the group's most memorable concert occurred in 1976
at the Gwanzura Stadivm in Highfield, Harare, Zimbabwe. 81
In 1977 the group disbanded, not through lack of suppoi;j
from the community, but because their popularity outside
of the country was waning and they were not earning guite

the amount of money they had become accustomed to.82

The Hurricanes were followed by thé.Black Five who were
also successful in attaining raé%rding contracts, and
were also ch racterised hy achieving success outside of
the communi/ . But the Black Five differed from previous
bands in Sharpaville in that they were contvolled by a
patron-manager, the process of which eventually lead to

their controversial disbanding in 1885,

The Black Five and "Hippie Style”

The Black Five formed in 1%71 and, like their
predecessors, had to woit ﬂaarly as long as Ehe
Hurricanes befor~ attaining a measure of success, _
According to ex-drummer, Moses "Shakes" Radebe, they were

successful because they were among the first bands to
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parform "Hippie Style": "We were the first band to play
that type of music. It was called "Hippie Style", It was
very popular.“33 According to Lunn, " uippies" were not
at all prevalent in the Soweto during the early 1970s,
and at most, numbered about two to three hundred, 34

According to Lunn, this group:

oo Were like white hippies in their message of
peace and love, "happenings", dagga smoking and
psychedelic clothing and music ... the black hippies
are tha only example of a subcultural grouping in

South Africa that crossed the racial Maginot line.85

Fog Junn, the style black hirvyies portrayed did not
aextend to the rest of their peer group, who, in
particular, scorned their manner of dressing.35 In the
Vaal Triangle, however, it appears that the hippie
movement was popular, if only in ites overt features -
particularly in the realm of attire, Further, according
to this newspaper report, the region was following the
exanple of Sowetos

The Vaal Complex will have their first hippie
"happening” at the new Sebokeng stadium on Saturday
afterncon to choose "Mr and Miss Hippie". The hippie
¢raze has bacome an "in" thing and thHe Vaal does not
want to be left behind. In Sowegg, hippies seem to
grov in numbers like mushrooms. '

Philip Marakoane maintains that “hippie style" was
particularly popular in Sharpeville:

sse it [hippie style] was popular. Everybody would
say "HIPPIEEE"! But people are clever. They can't
just call anybody hipple, I mean, you must have that
full uniform of it, so you can be called hippie,
especially the "bell-bottom™., It must be larger and
you must wear it “internationally". When you stand
the trouser must reach exactly, you must go to a
tailoxr who can tell you it fits you, and you must
exercisesgor the body to have that figure to fit the
uniform.
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Whether the hippies in Sharpeville adhered closely to the
style of the hippie movement at large is unclear, but it
seems that it was primarily the novement's novelty ﬁhat
sustained interest. Indeed, the fact that Marakoane
insisted on being clothed at a tailor was totally at odds
with the original "hippie" style, which featured
loose-fitting clethes, hand-made garments, beads and

sandals.

For the Black ¥ive, thiz "hippie style bacame the basis
for their first single. "Sammy's Mood", released in 1974,
which eventually received a super disc for sales in
excess of 75 000 copies. Thelr music was, however, soul
‘orientated and certainly did not represent the types of
psychedelic music youth across the globe were listening
to, such as that of Pink Floyd, Jethro Tull and Jimi

J Hendrix.

The Black Five had a very strong local following among
the youth and young adults in Sharpeville. While the
Black Five members consider their best concerts to have

occurred in locations sﬁch as Gaborone, Botswana and
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Swaziland, their fans recall the concerts they performed
at the local communal hall:
The show that you won't fowget in your life was held
at the Sharpeville communal hall, where fhe Black
Five was performing with RBahsy Mhlangeni. Babsy
Mhlangeni and his group they were very weak for thg9
Black Five. We nearly turned the hall upside dowml
Many of the suppoxrters of the Black Five in Sharpeville
refer to the fact that they were proud of the Black Five:
M.« YOu were born in Sharpeville and so you were proud
of the Black Five ..."%% This, then, is a clear'example
of the tension between local support and outside
acconplishment. For the Black Five, it d4if uot matter how
successful they were at home or what the size was of
their local suppori-base, because they sought success
more widely - in the potional or even the international
arena. Nevertheless, it was local supporters who provided
the initial impetus for this success and set them on the

rocad to stardom.

Ultimately, however, allegiance to local groups in
Sharpeville was replaced with supvort for national and
international artists. The 1980s saw the advent b open
air concerts at the Vaal showgroands, next to
Sharpeville, as well as at the George Thabe Stadium,
featuring top national groups such as Harari, Maloposts,
Yvonne Chaka Chala and Brenda Fassie. Young ﬁecple
interviewed (under the age of thirty vears) specified
artists such as Michael Jackson, Quincy Jones and even

Chris de Burgh as favourites and only if prompted,
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mentioned local groups or singers. As with the example of
football and, indeed, other cultural activities as well,
such as the gang sub-culture, this would also rafleét a

trend away from parochialism.

Despite the success of the Black Five, however vhich
made the group hizhly visible in the public eye, its
history has Been extremely difficult fo uncover. This was
due largely to the controlling influencs over the band by
its manager, Solly Khoali, Khoali's managemen: of the
Black Five has close siﬁilarities with the patron-manager
theme associated with football. Indeed, as with football
teams, music groups required the financial means to
acquire the necessary eguipment, in this case,
instruments. The grougps discussed thué far were able to
secure ingstruments through their own meanz., The Biack
Five, however, were unable fto, and, frcm 1975, by |
supplying them with their instruments, Khoaii me ged,

or, more accurately, "owned", the band.
Pa and musical OXRMANCE

The exploitatien of artists has bheen a common feature of
black music in Sduth Africa. David Thekwane's

mismanagement of the Soweto-based group, the Movers, is a
particularly revealing enample. In 1969, Thekwane bought

the Movers new instruments and registered its name under



261

his own. He then began to hire and fire musicians for the
band, introducing contracts for members to sign, while
not permitting them to read tk~ small print.91 Desbite
their success, members rece: little remuneration,
while Thekwane maintained his authority by foice, as
leader of the group, Oupa Hlangwane describes:
.os When we were playing in Pietermaritzburg, I
asked Thekwane why we never got royaities although
"we had more than 16 gold discs. Before I could even
complete what I was say%gg, T ended up with a broken
aym and a swollen face,
Thekwane was not the only known case of a
manager/promoter who exploited his clients. Elliot
Makhaya, writing for the Post, noted that: \
Promoters and producergs have bacvome people ocut to
make a fortune without caring for the welfare of

nmasicians. The fat hecome fatter and mus%cians are
. 4driven into a reluckant diet programme.

Lunn has observed tiie role managers of music groups have

assumed:
Managers ... are middlemen who control a performer
or group's finances, a «, in some instances, offer

capital to 3 group so that they can establish
themselves, 24

It is this offer of capital:thatuleads to control and
expioitation, and many groups prefer 1f possibie to do
without a manager. In Sharpeville, the Sharpetown
Swingste s, the Beavers and the Hurricanes are examples
of such groups. Before they formed, members of the
Sharpetown Swingsters had experienced the control of a
manager when they played for His Majesty's Band in the
early 19503.95
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Aspiring to become the manager of a music group, Khoali?6
'baught instruments for an unnamed mbaganga group inh
Sharpeville in the early 1970s. Its lack of success saw
Khoall repogsess his instruments which resulted in the
collapse of the band.?7 Next, Khoali approached the
Hurricanes, who rejected his offer of management and,
finally, he signed a contract with the members of the
Black Five. In so doing, he assumed cémplate control over
the band. Philip Marakoane, whose younger brother played
for the band, related his knowledge of Khoali's
relationship with the band:
He [Khoali] was using something like "I bonght your
instruments, guys" Lo control them. Well, he did buy
them instrumentr ... [but] ... he gave them papers
to sign under him for the rest of their lives. The
guys [Black Fivel couldn't see becausc they were so
exclited. They were not interested to know about
muslc contracts and so on, He [Khoali] would make
them practise Erom Gam until ten in the night,

giving them scrap food lik+ bread and Ega. I mean,
that was not how to handle the people.

Ten years later, the group split over disagreement uith
Kheali regarding the payment of royalties to band
menbers:
s+ they [the Black Five] were angry over ths
royalties for douhle-albums that the manager
[Khoalil %ad collected from Johannesburg with their
concern.?
During interviews, its members were unwllling to discuss
the group's controversial 1985 split over disagreements
concerning the distribution of royalty payments by

Khoali. This was a8 m. 0 as I was able to ascertain about



263

the reasons for the group's disbanding in 1985,
Furthermore, the members of the Black Five whom I
interviewed were reluctant to discuss any issue
pertaining to Khoali, no matter how uncontroversial,
Ex-drummer, Moses "Shakes" Radebe, was extremely
reluctant to grant me an interview. He agreed to answer
only certain questions. When I asked him how the members
of the group had obtained their instruments, he would not
regpond. All the members I spoke Lo expressed the desire
to re-group, but seemed unable to do g0 as a result of

the controversy resulting from the split ix 1985,

Thus, as in the example of football patron-managers, the
éontrol'anqﬁpower genarated by the patrons seemed to
persist even after the relationship with their clients
has ended.léanversely, as the example of the Black Five
seems to indicate, while the overt signs of the |
relationship disappeared there was still a level of
5§overt vontrol although the axact reason for this is not
clear, Still, both the examples of football and music
patrons indicate the divisiveness and disruptivénessw

these relationships involve.

Just as in football, where, since the early 1980s,
individual players in Sharpeville have started focusing
on the bigger teems and by the late 198015 preferred to



264

leave Sharpeville rather than remaining with any of the
locel teams, so there was an excdus of Sharpeville
musicians:
What happens now is that if we have a talented guy,
he would leave here and join other bands in
Johannesbury, like Vernon Mclefe. Oupa Poho went.

Nana Modijwe, "Coyote", left hefsoand joined the
guys out there in Johannesburg.

Some of the musicians who hegan with the Black Five -
attained a measure of success ocutside of Sharpeville,
Nana "Coyote" Modijwe recorded with the now
internationally renown group, Stimela, and was voted the
best South African male vocalist in 19B8. Oupa Poho sided
with one of well-known singer Steve Kekara's backing
mugicians, Paul Ndlovu, to form The Street Kids, in 1984,
Finally, Thami Sobekoa, also known as the "Rainbow Man",
pursued a successful =olo career and produced a Se:ies of
successial recogﬁings~ ‘ '

As ln’football, the ability on the part of Sharp@ville to
provide a £irm support base for its musicilang grﬁﬁually
petered out and, ultimately, the lure of the big city
proved too powerful. Community supbpft proved to be
simply not enough to provide the nuts and bolts of a

successful career, defined in financial terus.
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Conclusion

In sum, it was thé crganic relationship between musicians
and the community of Sharpeville, as well as the unique
relationship amongst the musicians themselves, which
ensured the survival of music groups in Sharpeville up
until the early 1980s. Both of these relationships were a
result of the need for succe s ocutside of the.community,
an achievement which demonstrated to the outside world
that Sharpeville was a force to be reckoned with.
However, fﬁe Jure of "biyg city" success, once attainéd,
outweighed the importance of the “organic relationship"
between the music band and its community. This facﬁ wae
reflecfed in the difference between groups in Sharpeville
which remained active - and the groups which did not -~
such ag the Hurricanes. Once jazz had lost its |
populaxrity, the Sharpetown Swingsters accepted the
importance of the community fox their_survival, a point
which was made in Chapter Three. The Beavers and the
Hurricanes, however, did not, and eventually disbanded as
success in a wider arena than the community became
imposeible. Liocal support for local bands also diminished
as younger residents began to express their preference

for national and international groups.
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Finally, the cultural identity which Sharpeville fought
to maintain over the decades from 1960 to 1985 dizsipated
and, by tue later 1980s - as the examples of indiviaual
football players and musicians indicate - successful
cultural proponents were moré likely to leave the
township than to assert themselves. Indeed, the struggle
bhetween the magnet of the big city and the local identity
of a small country town was, for the moment, been won by

the forwmer.

LT
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CONCLe™™

Through examining a nwmber of cultural forms in
Sharpeville an attempt has been made in this thesis to
understand and explain the process of community
formation, identity and unity in the township. It hr~
been argued that, conceptually, ”community? is nevar
static; rather, it is a state of existence, a perception,
for a grouping of pecple. At a givén time they may
consider themselves to collectively be part of or
conadtitute a community; at another, their attachments may
be to a diffsren%-antity - the local neighbourhood, for
example. Esz stial to the argument has been the
insistence upon the, seblect's perception of helonging and
~ the way Lt is transaitted to those outside of it. But it
does not igﬁore the 3tructura1_factors whicha- whether
they desire it oxr not -~ draw groupings'pf paople
tagather, thag;by providing the foundaﬁion for communal

expresslion,

Most approaches to concébtualiaing both “eulture" and
"community” have emphasized elther, the structurdl

features or the role of human a@ency. The concern 1n
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' to impose Ehair cultural “way of thinking“ upan dominatad
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Chapter One then, was to establish how to treat culture
analytically conjoint with that of community, AL the
outset it was suggested that the two concepts are vague
and difficult to utilise and therefore required careiul
conaideration. In approaching culture it was argued that! -

cultural agalysia muﬁﬁ be addraessed both £rnﬁ the point

of view of emphasising the role and importance of éh~ !

actor (ﬁeértz) as well as the structural features - the
matarial conditions of existence (Structuralism). A
furtpar criterion for cultural analysis was that it
should stress the relations of domination and
sﬁboﬁdination._ﬁa;e the Gramscian-dnvaloped_dancaﬁt-a
“hegémony" was intrcducad:,“hegémony“ artinsulates the

process or the struggle nharahy dominant groups attampt

o

=

' groupings.,

g
.

These insights, it was arguad, are net new to Sonth
African studies, But it was suggasted that those aqa]yaes
yhich have utilized them have, in many inastances, ﬁéen
flawe#“hy either over-emphasising class at the expﬁnse of

other pertinent faeturs,~zuch as racg and communitﬂ -~ asg,

~ for example, in the work of Koch - or by unda;e%ayﬁng
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class -~ as was evident in that of Tunn. Studies which do
take cognizance of these factors, such as that of Coplan,
are undermined by an inconsistent examination: factors |
such as clasz disappear when new ones, such as community
are introduced. It was argued that even the more rigorous
analyses, such as that of la Hausse, have ignored the
éontext in which the European (and American) theoretical
cantributiong wﬁre'developed. Thus, it was argued that
Gramsci's éoncept of hegamony is often more applicable to
analyses of the parliamentary process and that under
apartheid the South African state was not involved in a
strugyle to maintain hagamonic control in the townships.
Rather it was in a struggle to maintain - in Gramacian
terms - diract rula. But it was’ 5oncaded that, in the

realm of cultural studies, the concept of hagemony

fac;litatea an unieratanding of how subordinate groupings\J

live, interpret their condi?ions of existenca and, at
certain moments, challenge their dominance,

| | 7 > | ‘ -
In conaidaring community, it was argued that .
anthropological contrihutions, specifically that of the
concept of ”natwbrks," were useful as methods of research.

but not as thesretical constructs. In adequately

A3
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theoriaing community, the importance of the community's
links with the society at large were stressed, and that
‘tha nature of these links are orucial in understanding a
community's responses. In exaﬁining these links, the
.study considered Suttles' concept of the "defended
neighbourhood” which, it was auggestad, wag conatructive
for community analyasis, hut'flawéd because it failed to
beth adequately explain the relations of dorination
betwaen.tha community and wider sociaty; as well am
consider the internal stratifications. CIausnis extremely
important hers, as are the divisions both wiﬁhiﬁ,and‘ "
without the community. Finally, the image of the b
community in the minds of those whb inhabit it is
essential for cammunltg”inalysea. By considering the
aémholia meaning of comsunity for the human agants
thnnsalv&s, comnmunity becomes a cultural coﬁstruct;'a

part of han people make sanse’of their matarial

conditions of existenca. It is thus the interplay between .

the structural factors and the respongses and reactions of

\\

a community’s residents which necessarily shape its Y

development and identity.

b
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in éxaminipg the formation and development of Sharpeville
it was attempted to utilise the theoretical insights
developed in Chapter One and thus, to consider the
interaction between its structural Ffeatures and the role
of the resident; in responding and reacting to them. In
Chapter Two then, it was shown how many of the social
patterns which existed in Top lLocation, the original
black settlement area of Vereenigng, were replicated to
some axtent in the new township of Shqrpevdlla. However,
the over-riding influence was the vemoval of Top Location
which, the chapter showed, was to some extent differeﬁt
to the explicitly forced remcovals which followed in other
parts of South Africa. Indeed, because the first two
phaa@& of the rémnval wgrn*volmntary, there dqvalcped-;
riftgﬁétwean those people who chose to move and those who
Eem&%ned. Further,.because these tﬁé phases were not
forcéa, those who chose to move were able to maintain
intact the original networks and neighbourhoods which had
existed in Top Location. However, not all managed to '
survive unscathed as the last phqa&ﬁﬁf the removal saw
the remaining dwellers in Top Location moved with brutal
 swiftness to unknown locations in Sharpeville., It was
argued that because the removal was effected in three
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phasss coupled with the way in which the residents of Top
Location responded to it, there resulted in Sharpeville a
sltuation of neighbhourhood or area rivalry which was
dramatically to influence the township's subseqguent

social and cultural developnent,

How this “lack of community" was expraessed in cultural
gctivities waa the focus of both Chapégrs Three and Forr.
Here youth gangs, boxing an§ football, and styles of 3
dress weare considhimﬂ* in e;&h of these areas rivalry was
évident although the intensity was &ependent upon'the
nature of the activity: in gangs and in boxing - whi{;h |
are intrinsically &ggreasive — the rivalry was fiarc; and
deeply~felt, while ih stqus of dress, it was modarate

and suliued.

Youth gangs in Sharpeville expressed the area rivalry in
the towmship most clearly. The majority”cf the gangs -
formed to “protect" their territory which, as was the
case for the gang "Bafana ba Kioko", algo included
protecting "their" women. While the Veraeniging Téwn
Council was succassful in'curbing:the proliferatior of

youth gangs in the mid-1950s, it did not entirely
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(-}dicate them: the formation of gangs such ay the
"Berlins® and the "Cocktails" was evidence of this. These
gangs drew their inspiration from the various cinematic |
villains they saw in films screened at the Sharpeviile
commznal hall. The hall itself was very much part of the
trends of area rivalry and its interioyr was divided along
area lines to enable unimpeded viewing. Another
remarkable aspect of these youth gangs was their style—nf
confrontation' it emylated in the streets what. hnx&rs .
ware enacting in the gynnasiums and was an indibatian of
the lwportance of hoxing éuring thia time period. . i

Thus, in additié% to tha Ehame of rivalry, African~.
intarest in hbxiﬂxxon the Reef was considered. Thisz, it
was argned, iﬁ a bafﬁy neglacted area uf study glven that

boxing was perhaps as popular ag perfarmance nusic during}{r

ﬁhe 19408 and 19508, which hag been more widely
iasearehad. ;n@eed, African interest in both ho;ing and
music was thé regult of thelr identifying with Qacceasful
black American performers and pugilists in the USA. The
achievements of performers such as Duke Ellington and’
Count Basie, alo%q with boxers such as dack Johnsgon, were

{y
inspiration for Africans in South Africa: they providaf
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evidence of the "myth of white supﬁriority“. Boxing
transformed the skills learned in township street battles
into a formalised pastime which biought with it the added

a%traction of a chance ¢of fanme and success. White ruie

Bffered Africans little opportunity for accomplishment in

any sphere. Bé&ing, while separated along racial lines
within South Africa, knew no colouy barriers at theo
highest - international - levels. ﬁhe successes of boxers
guch as Jake Tull proved to local Africans that, when :
permitted fair play, they could achieve the highest
revards. The accomplishments of Sharpeville hoxers Jcbn
chimkulﬁ, Sexton Mabena and Carlton Monnakgotla saw
boxing become ;ﬁorﬁoualy pbpulaé in the township,:gut”
claarly diviﬂe& along area linas. Area rivalry saw the
devalopment of two flercely nppasaﬁ boxing clubs in “the
tnwnship. Centyal Boys -~ which had been established in
Top Location - and Ferreira..wha*fact that the two rival
boxing clubs in the township were firmly divided along

aaréh lines resulted in a standard of boxing in the
. kownghip which saw Sharpeville become the centre of

boxing on the Witwatersrand. This, in turh, was a factor

v
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for unity between areas in later times as bhoxers sought

to defend the status of the township in the African world

of boxing.

Football was the final cultural form examined in Chapter
Three. It was argued that, during the 1940s and 19%Ds,
the sport was parochial and locally based: teams were the
pracdact of street sides and remained firmly rooted in the
areas from which they developed. Th9§a which;had formed
in Top Location - such as the Transv&éi Jumpers - were
disrupted by removal to Sharpavil;gs players were
scattered throughout the township and those - such az
Elliot Mpepo - who lived outside of the te4n's arsa base
(Vukazenzela) became the exceptional playgrs who élayad
for gides in different areas. Like the previous gultural
forms, football was also embroiled in the trends of area
rivalry ~ as was avidenced by the formation of the

Sharpeville Fast XI. o

In Chapter Four it was demonstrated how, along with
American cult-heroes, American consumer culture ia
general, developed into a fascination among Africans

which reached cult proportions - as eviden¢ed by the
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gangs of "Americans" in both Sophiatown and Sharps ille.
But while the "Americans" in Sophiatown were sepandent
upon illagal activities for a living, those in
Sharpeville were drawn from its working class and were
not linked to Sharpeville’s gang subculture. In
Sharpeville, the “cult fasecination” with American
consumer culture articulated with patterns of rivalry, as
the dress competitions between the different groups of
"Americana™ at the popular shebeeh, Maduna'’s Placa,

illustrated.

In Chapter Four it was shown tﬂat area rivalry was not
the anlj_division in Sharpeville., Class was another and
patterng of class differentiation were evident in a
number of leisure activities aé well as styles of dress.
Shebeens were divided more along class lines than upon
arex lines although 1t was suggested that residents in an
area would more likely fregquant local shebkaens than
venture outside of thelr areas. Musical performance was
instrumental In drawing the different classes togasther,
to, most freguently, "Two-Band Stage" competitions. Here
the Sharpetown Swingsters were pltted aéainst-popular
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bands from outside of Sharpeville, the most common being
those from the Johannesburg area, setbing in motion the

process for a united Sharpeville community.

In Chapter Five the factors which altersd the oxiginal
structural composition of Sharpeville were examined: that
is, how the township, divided as it had been, was
transformed into a united "community under threat”, The
chapter argued that the circuamstances which lead uvp to
the Sharpeville shooting in 1960 along with the ensuing
threat of removal to Bebokeng resulted in a situwation of
"community under threat." The result of this was that
Sharpeville was in the process of evolving from a seriles
of disunited groupings which had déveloped out of the
nature of the removal from Top Location, into a community
uniting in coping with both the effects of the shooting

as well as the threat of removal.

In Chaptere Six and Seven this “state of community" was
considered in terms of its manifestation in the different
cultural activitlies which had zlready been examined. It
was shown how, despite becoming a "political symbol™ as a

result of the shooting, in the sphere of cultural
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activity, Sharpeville had a position of culturai
inferiority in relation to Soweto. This perception, it
was argued, appears to have been based upon a disregard
by urban dwellers, particularly those in Johannesburg's
townships, for ruraL inhabiltants. The chapter argued that
the rivalry within Sharpeville became a rivalry with
Soweto. Here, once firmly divided boxers now sought to
defeat thelr Sowetan counterparts. The same trend
occurred amnngsﬁ he "Americans" and, in the 19708, in

football.

'A second " e in Chapter Six wap the lessening of
parochialism which characterised cultural activities in
Sharpeville from the 19603, The gang-subculture iﬁ the
township became more involved in the national prison
culture. In foothall, this invelved a transition to
*professionalism which, the chapter demonstrated, brought
with ;t a greater unity and a lessening, though not
disappearance of area rivalry, and the emergence of
patron-managers. The formation of Sharpeville's first
professional side, the Vaal Professionals, saw the
township recoup the success their boxere had achieved a

decade previously. But the success which saw Sharpeville
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supporters transcend narrow arsa rivalries and express a
sense of solidarity in the face of competition from other
- mostly Soweto-based - professional sides, also
witnessed a marked increase in foothall hooliganism.
This, it was argued, was a result of the importance of
surccess for Sharpeville players and supporters; without
it they were relegated to the obacurity of "meegoes" or

country bumpkias.

The second factor which accompanied the development of
professional soccer was the emergence of soccer patrons
or patron-managers. There were those, such as Ngwenya of
the Transvaal Jumpers, whce provided the necessary
financial assistance for the developwent of football
teams, or those who from their mastery of the rules and
regulations, controlled the different sporting
associations. Patrons.provided funds or assumed control
in the associations for iatatus and prestige and became
known as "men of means®. Many utilised their prestige for
political ends. In Sharpeville, this was most clearly
evidenced by the example of George Thabe, who was able to
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exercise his status in the football world for a position
of political prominence in Sharpeville, and whose
subsequent demise divided its football community.

The finazl chapter argued that the focus on Soweto by
Sharpeville inhabitants reflected a tension between the
need to embrace national cultural treands but, at the same
time, maintain thelr identity. This was articulated in
the idea of the "lrre of the big city," and examined in
the realm of musical performance,. The chapter illustrated
how the successive music groups in Sharpeville relied
upon local community support to establish themselves,
but, by defining success In terms of national and even
international standards, sought to prove themselves
beyond simply the local community. This, the chapter
argued, resulted in a situation where music bands, such
ag the Beavers and the Hurricanes, disbanded hecéuse they
found themselves in-between success within the local
comiunity and success beyond that. Other groﬁpa, such as
the Sharpetown Bwingsters, accepted their inability to go
beyond the local community and have utilised it to their
advantage to become what is arguably the longest

surviving music band in South Africa.
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It was concluded by suggesting that this tension between
the lure of the big city and the local identity of
Sharpeville, as a small country town, was being "won" by
the fcormer, as successful cultural proponents from
Sharpeville — such as footballers, Augustine Makalakalane
and %Love Monnakgotla, and mugicians, Rana "Coyote"
Modijwe and Thami Sobekoa -~ were now more likely to ‘
abandon Sharpeville for Johannesburg, than attempt to _
assert the identity of Sharpeville - as the boxzers in the
early 1960s had done. | |

Sharpeville's history in the politibal sphere has been
wall-documented in both academic séhélarship as well as
in popular writing. In general, if could be argued that
most histories of black communifies in South Africa have
been considered in either political or social terms as
part of the unfolding of %fheir struggia to deal with and
react against the system of apartheid. This study has
demonstrated the importance of cultural expression in the
creation of commuaity identity, which has an importaant
 bearing on its political identity. Indeed, cultural

exprassion is often overlooked in political analyses.
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Thus, the varilous writings which have sought to explain
the 1984 upheavals and subsequent rent boycott in the
Vaal Triangle have commented on the extent of the
solidarity among the residents in supporting the boyceott
but congider the causes in terms of only the economic and
political factors.? But the community unity which
characterised the rent crisis in Sharpeville could
perhaps also be seen as representing both a response to
an dutside threat as well as a re—surfabing of the
political idﬁntity which developed following the shooting
in the township in 1960. This ldentlity was also a result
of the cnltural development in the tdwnship which,
because f iits position in relation to Soweto, found
itself having to defend its cultural identity in the wake
of a cultural model defined in terms of the "lure of the
big city”.

Finally, the thesis has arguad that the concept of
community should not be.diwcarded as analytically
worthless because it is impossible to define in ideal
terms. It should be utilised to understand the raaponsé_\
of.a grouping of people who at particular moments

consider themgelves to constitute a community. By
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congidering cultural responses in terms of community, it
has been attempted to illustrate the extent to which
responses are or are not communal and why, and how these
Y ve affected cultural iavelopment and indeed the
ldentity of a South African township which, it was
argued, was both a product of the structural features
which inform, influence and even dirtite its direction as
well as the responses and actions cf'the raegsidents

themselves, in shaping its outcome. , b
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