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Johannesburg Central Methodist Church 
Photograph: Benjamin Breit Egger : 2009

-  A b s t r a c t

This document seeks to discuss how the role of the church in 
Johannesburg inner-city has changed through time. The fi rst sections 
trace the establishment of churches in the inner-city. This is followed by a 
discussion of the current realities in the inner-city including international 
migration which is giving rise to culturally cosmopolitan society in which 
urban ethnic spaces are emerging, often in the form of ethnic ghettos. 
Both formal and informal spaces of worship and religious organizations 
in the inner-city are mapped to help understand the contexts’ 
sacredness, urban culture and contemporary needs. The concluding 
sections discuss the ways in which the role of churches are likely to 
change in the inner-city in future. The document is concluded with a 
architectural proposal on how the church could deal with the challenges 
faced in Johannesburg inner-city today and in the future.



01     i n t r o d u c t i o n    
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Johannesburg Central Methodist Church 
Photograph: Benjamin Breit Egger : 2009

1.1 -  P r o p o s i t i o n

This thesis aims to investigate and identify the form and role of the 
church in Johannesburg inner-city. The term church is used to describe 
both a Christian association of people and a place of worship. Most 
traditional churches, for example Catholic churches, have certain 
principles and philosophies in worship and design which need to be 
followed. Christian architecture encompasses a wide range of both 
secular and religious styles from the foundation of Christianity to the 
present day. However within the context of Johannesburg inner-city, what 
role does the church play? Despite the traditional association or uses of 
the church, what other support and outreach responsibilities could the 
church offer? This thesis seeks to explore the point of intersection 
between the church and the inner-city community. 
According to the Oxford Dictionary of Current  English, syncretism deals 
with unifying differing schools of thought. This thesis seeks to 
identify multiple cultures, identities and religions within the context of 
Johannesburg inner-city by unifying sacredness, urban culture and 
contemporary needs. Architecture is then used as a tool to implement 
syncretism. In his book on New Sacred Architecture, Richardson talks of 
the multifunctional use of architecture:

“Architecture is asked to deliver many things to many people - 
shelter, comfort and perhaps beauty, expanding to more 
specialized programmatic or formalistic requirements. The 
demand for religious structures may includes all these, but it 
is the extra thing that they must provide or at least facilitate 
- spirituality - that sets apart from secular buildings. This is a 
quality that contributes greatly to their cultural value since they 
are meant to inspire something beyond the physical 
satisfactions of space and, in many cases, say something 
about the community that they serve.” (Richardson 2004 :7)

In order to make a contribution to the creation of a more inclusive built 
environment, Richardson talks about architecture responding to the 
community. However the biggest challenge for this project is to 
investigate multiple cultures and contemporary needs in the inner city. 
This thesis proposes the development of a hybrid space that will address 
the current role of the church in the Johannesburg inner-city.
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“We run a chess club...  We’ve a karate club…

We have Latin American and ballroom dancing...

We have soccer teams… which are sporadic…

We have a drama club...

Which is being ran by the children from the school...

We have two music group sat the moment...

We have plumbers…

We have a person teaching people how to do electricity...

We have carpenters...  We have opened up the school...

We now have 80 learners...

Everything is illegal of course…

We are teaching them Cambridge...

Our teachers are all Zimbabwean...

They are magnifi cent educators…

We have got fi ve sets of examinations…

We have got a 98% pass rate…

We have got a 40% distinction rate…

And this is South Africans  being trained literacy and 
numeracy…By Zimbabweans...”       

(Paul Verryn  :  2008, Transcribed from YouTube video)Johannesburg Central Methodist Church 
Image: transcribed from YouTube video edited by author

1.2  -  i s s u e s

This research is informed by my identity, as a Shona Karanga who was 
born in a Christian Catholic family. My cultural identity is hybrid, formed by 
both its African and Christian roots. Based on the interviews conducted, it is 
my opinion that many back Africans have similar backgrounds. This broad 
question of identity, religion and culture lead to the investigation of the role 
of the urban church in the South African  society. In his article “Faith as 
Self-help: Toward an African Rebirth?”, C. Mavhunga poses the question: 
“In a place like Africa, where the majority live in the shadows of hunger, 
poverty, AIDS, war, and unresolved colonial theft of their resources, what is 
the role of the church?”  (2006 :4)  
                                   
This document strives to answer Mavunga’s question by using architecture 
to explore the possibilities for unifying sacredness, urban culture and 
contemporary needs. In his speech at the university of Pretoria, Methodist 
bishop, Paul Verryn claims that in contemporary South Africa, the role of 
the church has changed.
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Verryn admits that what is happening at the church is illegal yet his efforts 
are helping to improve the lives of many people. According to the “Mail & 
Guardian Online” (09-02- 2010), Johannesburg’s Central Methodist Church 
was criticized by many people including civil society groups for sheltering 
thousands of displaced and migrants. They described the condition as 
unsustainable. However Verryn has been regarded as a ‘hero’ for doing 
what no one else could do that is, offering sanctuary to the homeless and 
the needy within the city despite limited resources. 

The church was not designed for residential use, its main purpose is 
worship. Other support functions like offi ces and meeting rooms are also 
provided. However Varryn has left the church open to his fellow human 
beings thus suggesting that it’s function can be changed. Due to these facts 
it can be argued that what bishop Paul Verryn is doing is ethically right but 
based on the practical implications it is wrong. Form follows function is one 
of the principles of architecture which was theorized by an American 
architect Louis Sullivan. Sullivan believed that the shape of a building or 
object should be primarily based upon its intended function or purpose. 
This idea of form and function could be used to argue against Verryn’s 
actions. According to the Johannesburg City Council regulations the church 
is not fi t for residential purposes. However despite all these facts, principles 
and legislations the church still houses thousands of displaced and 
migrants. This clearly shows change in the role of the church.

1.3 -  A p p r o a c h
The primary aim of this thesis is to integrate theory, research and 
technology to inform the architecture of the end product which could be 
a building or spaces in the city. There is a lot of knowledge within people 
some of which has not been published. This unpublished information could 
however mislead people. In most African countries way before colonialism 
transfer of knowledge was done by elders through amongst others, 
rituals, initiation and storytelling (Knowledge and Learning Center: http://
www.worldbank.org/afr/ik/iknotes.htm). Although some of this knowledge 
has been published today I believe that there is still a lot of knowledge 
within people which needs to be documented and published. As they say in 
Shona, “Pasichigare, pasi pasati parohwa nenyundo” (long ago before the 
ground was hardened by a hammer), before Western missionaries came 
to southern Africa, there were no libraries and museums, elders were the 
source of knowledge. 

Although written sources are used, research for  this thesis uses 
information from within communities by collecting oral sources. 
Historical resources on the city will also be reviewed. This document 
developed and evolved through the following research methods: 

     - literature searches, 
     - talking with ordinary people within the Johannesburg inner-city     
     - focus groups, 
     - personal interviews, 
     - telephone surveys, 
     - mail surveys, 
     - email surveys, 
     - internet surveys.

The following strategies were also used:
     - Observations
     - Photo and hand drawn sketches
     - Visiting public gathering places
    
These investigations are done to establish results which are balanced. 
The hybrid space that will be produced, named the Urban Church aims 
to unify sacredness, urban culture and contemporary needs in 
Johannesburg inner-city. A place like Johannesburg inner-city, where 
there is a cosmopolitan society, lacks no sense of community. By 
identifying and understanding the cosmopolitan society and its 
contemporary needs through research, this document proposes a 
method of practice that would create and bond the Johannesburg 
inner-city community. This aim differs from that of conventional 
community multifunctional halls which are conceived as non 
denominational sacred spaces for no specifi c religion. The aim is to 
establish a Urban Church that could be adapted to accomodate 
different religions specifi cally. Rather than a nondescript space, the 
Urban Church would be a changeable venue that accommodates distinct 
types of ceremonies, gatherings and contemporary needs.  This method 
of practice strives to address the changing role of the church in the 
inner-city.



   02  layers   of    change :  
                                                  establishment and role of  the church through time, 1800 - 2000
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In order to understand this cosmopolitan city 
which is the main economic centre on the African 
continent, this section aims to trace the layers of 
change in the inner-city of Johannesburg. The 

main focus being on the establishment  and the 
role played by churches between the early 

nineteenth century and early twentieth century. 
According to Van Der Waal, “A historical review of 

Johannesburg’s growth can add to one’s 
understanding of Johannesburg’s cultural life.” 

(1986: 1)

2.1 - i n t r o d u c t i o n
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2.2 - l a y e r s    o f    c h a n g e
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2.3 -  c o n c l u s i o n
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03 current role of  the church: 
mapping of  spaces of  worship and roles of  churches and different organisations  
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Johannesburg is made up of a rich diversity of 
communities, and its multi-cultural population is 
refl ected in the wide variety of places of worship 
found around the city. As explained by Egan (see 
appendix 16.1), there are two kinds of churches, 

formal and informal. In this document, formal 
churches are defi ned as buildings, structures or 
any spaces designed for the primary purpose of 

worship, for example cathedrals. 
Informal churches on the other hand are defi ned 

as buildings, structures or any spaces not 
designed for the primary purpose of
worship, for example when a church 

gathering takes place in a community hall. Most 
of these informal churches are nomadic. Almost 
every religion is represented and practiced but 

the question is whether these worship spaces are 
serving the community needs or not.

3.1 - i n t r o d u c t i o n
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k e y 

1.     Holy Family Convent
2.     Holy Trinity Catholic Church
3.    Uptown Church
4.    The YW Christian Residents for Women
5.     Methodist House
6.    Church building renovated to fl ats
7.    Good Hope Church
8.    Hillbrow Independent Baptist Church
9.    Church building renovated to fl ats
10.  St. George’s Presbyterian Church
11.  Revelation Church of God
12.  Believers Success Charismatic Ministry
13.  First Church of Christ Scientist
14.  Church building renovated to fl ats
15.  The Hellenic Community of Johannesburg and 
16.  Cathedral of Christ the King
17.  Yad vashem Memorial Hall
18.  Synagogue/ University of Johannesburg Hall
19.  MES Irene Church
20.  Universal Church of the Kingdom of God
21.  Seventh day Adventist Church
22.  Masjid Himayatul Islam (Nugget Street Mosque)
23.  Church building renovated to mixed use building
24.  Johannesburg Central Methodist Church
25.  Church building renovated to mixed use building
26.  Cathedral Church of St. Mary the Virgin
27.  Universal Church of the Kingdom of God
28.  Kerk Street Mosque
29.  Universal Church of the Kingdom of God
30.  Methodist Church

This section describes some of the formal worship spaces and the religions and 
community roles which they play in the inner-city of Johannesburg. Fig 3.1 shows a 
map of Johannesburg inner-city showing some of the formal churches. 

3.2 - f o r m a l    w o r s h i p    s p a c e s

Synagogue/ University of Johannesburg Hall
(Fig 3.1 No 18)

The Hellenic Community of Johannesburg 
(Fig 3.1 No 15) 

First Church of Christ Scientist, security fence
  (Fig 3.1 No 13)

Revelation Church of God (Fig 3.1 No 11)
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 Fig 3.1,   Map of Johannesburg CBD, City of Johannesburg  - Maps, 
http://www.joburg.org.za/content/view/393/145/. cited  12-06-2010   @ 1126hrs (adapted by author)
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Kerk Street Mosque  (Fig 3.1 No 28)

location
Cnr Kerk & Sauer Street

capacity
1 700 people and it is usually full to capacity on Friday.

history and role
The Kerk Street Mosque(Fig 3.2) was the fi rst mosque in the city, it is 
however the third mosque on the site. The fi rst one was erected in 1906 
and the second one was opened in 1918. It served the community until 
the late 1980s, when it became too small. In 1989 the building was 
demolished and the Kerk Street Mosque was built. This clearly shows 
that this mosque has been changed three times in order to adapt to 
conditions faced in different periods of time.

Muslims pray fi ve times a day and therefore its main purpose is for wor-
ship, although they are involved with charity. 

Fig 3.2,   Kerk Street Mosque, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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Masjid Himayatul Islam (Fig 3.1 No 22)

location
CBD Cnr Market & Nugget Streets
Johannesburg

role
The Masjid Himayatul Mosque’s main purpose is for worship but they are 
involved with charity in the form of outreach programmes.

Fig 3.3,    Masjid Himayatul Islam, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.4,    Masjid Himayatul Islam, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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Fig 3.6,  JCMC circulation steps/sleeping area 
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.7,  JCMC play area
.           Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.8,  JCMC worship space/ sleeping area
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.9,  Johannesburg Central Methodist Church 
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.5,  JCMC street view
         Photograph:  A. Mucave :2008

24. Johannesburg Central Methodist Church (JCMC) (Fig 3.1 No 24)

location
79 Pritchard Street, Johannesburg

history and role
Like any other church, Johannesburg Central Methodist Church was 
designed to serve its community for others church services, weddings and 
funerals. Due to the movement of people into the inner-city, many people are 
displaced and under the leadership of bishop Paul Varryn the church is trying 
to accommodate as many people as it can. Some of the activities occurring at 
the church includes:

- chess, karate, drama and music clubs
- Latin American and ballroom dancing
- soccer teams 
- accommodation/shelter
- day-care and schooling
- trades training e.g. electrical, carpentry, plumbing
- feeding/soup kitchen
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Fig 3.16,  JCMC worship space/ sleeping area 
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.17,  JCMC front facade/ trading space
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.18,  JCMC washing areas
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.13,  JCMC worship space
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.14,  JCMC worship space
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.15,  JCMC day care
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.10,  JCMC circulation steps/sleeping area
 Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.11,  JCMC lobby/sleeping space
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009

Fig 3.12,  JCMC indoor games
Photograph: Egger, B.B :2009
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Albert Street Methodist Church/ Refugee School

location
Albert Street

history and role
Located in downtown Johannesburg, the school was shut down in 1958 
during the Apartheid era. It recently reopened in July of 2008 as a refu-
gee school under the direction of Bishop Paul Verryn and the Central 
City Mission. 
The school now teaches Grade 1 to 12 and comprises approximately 
585 refugee children and has a staff of 21 teachers, 3 administrators, 
5 cooks, 2 guards, one secretary, and one maintenance staff person. 
There are currently 120 unaccompanied minors.
The school is in great need of reconstruction and repair. New mobile 
chalkboards, classroom doors, student lockers, desks, classroom 
partitions, and the refurbishment and replacement of kitchen equipment 
are required. There are also several larger projects like drainage issues, 
fi re escapes, showering and dressing rooms, and the construction of 
student and staff sleeping quarters that need to be addressed. 

Albert Street Methodist Refugee School’s main purposes are:

-Education for healing and rehabilitation

-Education for skills development of the refugee or the displaced person

Other services provided includes:
(a) Accommodation
(b) Food
(c) Clothing
(d) Counselling
(e) Free education
(f) Recreational facilities

Fig 3.19,    Albert Street Methodist Refugee School, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.20,    Albert Street Methodist Refugee School, Johannesburg.
Photograph: www.worldmissionspossible.org   cited 23-06-2010
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Seventh Day Adventist Church (SDA) (Fig 3.1 No 21)

location
14 Claim Str Cnr de Villiers, Johannesburg

history and role
Like any other church, the SDA Church was designed to serve its 
community through amongst others church services, weddings and 
funerals. 
According to one of the caretakers, the church is just a worship space, 
other activities would mess up the place and the house of God is open 
only on Sabbath.

Fig 3.21,    SDA Church, street view.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.22,    SDA, parking signage.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.23,    SDA, programme signage
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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Universal Church of the Kingdom of God (Fig 3.1 No 27)

location
25 Plein Street, Johannesburg

history and role
Universal Church of the Kingdom of God is a Pentecostal church which 
was established in South Africa in 1992. It is a charity and Christian 
spiritual centre. The 25 Plein Street church otherwise known as the park 
station branch is the headquarters of the church. It is the largest church 
in the inner-city in terms of both the size and congregation. It is entirely 
funded by charitable donations. 
Some of the activities include:

- therapy of love
- helping people with drug addictions
- help people to have successful marriages
- charity

Fig 3.24,    Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.25,    Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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Fig 3.26,    Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.27,    Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.28,    Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Universal Church of the Kingdom of God (Fig 3.1 No 20)

location
Claim Street, Johannesburg
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Fig 3.31,   CCSMV, locked access
      Photograph: Authors own 2010

Cathedral Church of St. Mary the Virgin (CCSMV) (Fig 3.1 No 26)

location
25 Plein Street, Johannesburg
capacity
1 200
history and role
The church is central to all activities in the inner-city. According to 
Reverend John Warren(parish reverend), after 1946 the church became 
a place of refuge for people standing up against apartheid. A ‘private’ 
school was established and it was later closed in the late 1990s. 
Between 1940s and 1993 the church’s role was to fi ght apartheid and it 
was under the leadership of Desmond Tutu. The Church is opposite the 
main Johannesburg (Park Station) Railway Station, and so has a huge 
amount of foot traffi c past the West End doors. The street at that end 
is closed to vehicles, as a pedestrian mall. The streets are  fi lled with a 
busy casual market bazaar, hoping to catch prospective customers going 
from or to the station. The church doors can only be opened when 
access is needed, specifi cally for certain services and events.
There have been fairly high incidences of thefts and assaults in the area.
Warren further explained that income from the parishioners is not enough 
therefore the church is sustained by rentals from the fl ats which are part 
of their property built about 30 years ago. The main challenge faced is 
crime therefore it is diffi cult to do anything a normal church does. Due to 
safety reasons, the church does minimum to interact with the community. 
About 25% of the congregation are foreigners. (Warren: 2010)

Fig 3.29,    CCSMV, street view
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.30,     CCSMV,  main entrance
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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19. MES Irene (Fig 3.1 No 19)
Dutch Reformed Church
Soul Saving Bible Church
The Early Church of revival
Uniting Reformed Church
Portugese Dutch Reformed Church

location
Hillbrow

capacity
3 000 - 4 000

history and role
The building was originally a Dutch Reformed church but it was 
abandoned by its community during the 1990s. Just like some of the 
buildings in the inner-city, it became dilapidated and MES (Metro 
Evangelical Services) started managing it. The Building is now being 
rented out to fi ve churches accommodating the new diverse community 
which it is serving. There is no segregation, the building is open to the 
general public although bookings to use the spaces have to be done. 
There is a pre-school which is being run on the premises. The main 
challenges faced at the church are maintenance expenses and security 
and access control. (Brother Mike, Rev N. Setshedi: 2010)

Fig 3.32,    MES Irene, Dutch Reformed Church, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.33,    MES Irene, signage showing the mixed programme
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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Cathedral of Christ the King  (Fig 3.1 No 16)

location
Cnr Hadfi eld & Nugget Streets
Johannesburg

history and role
The Cathedral was built to replace the Pro-Cathedral which was located 
in Kerk street. One of the reasons why the Cathedral was located on the 
corner of Hadfi eld & Nugget Streets is that the area was well served by 
the City Transport, with facilities for parking and with a commanding 
position below the residential areas of Hilbrow and Berea. Fig3.34 and  
Fig3,35 shows the Cathedral before and after the construction of the 
fence respectively. 
The Cathedral was built to serve its community through church services, 
weddings and funerals. There is a day care centre which is under the 
management of the Cathedral and a pre-school which is however not 
managed by the Church. They have two halls and other facilities for 
social programmes including soup kitchen which is run by St. Vincent 
DePaul. The sisters of mercy are also involved in these social 
programmes like handing out clothes and food to the poor. They depend 
mostly on donors. Fig3.36 shows the panorama of the support services 
which are located at the back of the church.

Fig 3.35,    Cathedral of Christ the King, 2010.
Panorama Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.36,    Cathedral of Christ the King, support serves
Panorama Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.34,    Cathedral of Christ the King, 1900s 
Photograph: Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg, cited 24-05-2010
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Catholic Centre

location
98 Kerk street, Johannesburg

history and role
Shelter for the homeless under the management of Catholic Churches. 
The centre offers accommodation for a duration ranging from over night 
to three months. 

Fig 3.37,    Catholic Centre facade, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 3.38,    Catholic Centre signage board, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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Informal churches in this document are defi ned as 
buildings, structures or any spaces not designed for the 
primary purpose to facilitate worshiping, for example 
when a church gathering takes place in a offi ce 
building, open spaces, under bridges, open fi elds, parks 
etc. Most of these informal churches can’t afford a 
building of their own hence they tend to temporarily rent 
spaces.

Photographs: Authors own 2010

Kings Royal Assembly InternationalBelievers Success Charismatic Ministry

Overcomers Christian Mission Usindiso Ministries

Glorious Faith Ministries.

Omega Power Ministries

3.3 - i n f o r m a l    w o r s h i p    s p a c e s

Jesus is Love hair salon signage, street view Jesus is Love hair salon signage zoomed in
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Photographs: Authors own 2010

Jesus Hair salon Prophet Ngwenya, poster Light of life ministries

Yahweh Shammah christian family churchYahweh Shammah Christian Family ChurchLets go to glory - interior space
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Photographs: Authors own 2010

Many of the informal churches are defi ned by signage 
on buildings and one has to look for the entrance as they 
are not clearly defi ned. Fig 3.39a-c shows an analysis of 
Speaking Faith Ministries, one of the informal churches in 
Hillbrow. 

Fig 3.39a, Signage on the city block Fig 3.39b, Narrow main entrance into the 
church

Fig 3.39c, Narrow entrance stairs to the 
maim worship space
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Fig 3.40, Formal vs informal places of worship
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3.4 -  c o n c l u s i o n

Based on the mapping of places of worship, the 
majority of these places are Christian Churches 

which follow Christian principles when dealing with 
the community. Some of the principles focus on 

refl ecting love and care for others, 
advancing the voice of righteousness and 

promoting and enhancing inclusivity in terms of 
development programmes by reaching out to all 

people regardless of race, culture, religion or 
gender. It is for this reason that this thesis 

proposes a hybrid worship space, an Urban 
Church space which will also have support 

elements to serve the Johannesburg inner-city 
community. The mapping exercise shows that 

many churches visited, both formal and informal, 
serve predominantly the purpose of worship with 

less response to the other needs of the community 
which they serve. The proposed Urban Church will  

seek to serve the inner-city community by 
providing spaces which will empower the people 

spiritually, emotionally and physically.



04 c u r r e n t    r e a l i t i e s    in Johannesburg inner-city 
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4. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n

The current realities in the inner-city of 
Johannesburg comprises of desperately poor 

people engaged in a daily struggle to survive and 
many of them living in unsafe buildings. Informal 
traders dominate the streets. The inner-city has 

therefore become the residential and trading home 
to an increasing African population, both migrants 

and immigrants. 
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4. 2  -  c u r r e n t    r e a l i t i e s
The inner-city covers Yeoville and Braamfontein in the north to Marshalltown 
and Benrose in the south, and Vrededorp and Fordsburg in the west to 
Jeppestown, Bertams and Troyeville in the east. Johannesburg’s great 
symbolic landmarks are all found in the inner-city: Hillbrow tower, Diagonal 
Street, the Carlton Centre, Constitution Hill and the Nelson Mandela Bridge 
(www.joburg.org.za). The main area of study in this thesis will focus as shown 
on the area between the old CBD area and Hillbrow residential area. The 
inner-city is a key location and a transportation hub. It is the biggest transport 
interchange in South Africa, with many different modes - car, taxi, bus and train, 
both local, national and international - coming together in the same place. It is 
estimated that well over 800 000 people pass through the City daily as they go 
to their different destinations (www.joburg.org.za). This clearly shows that the 
inner-city is a busy area in terms of pedestrian movement therefore the 
proposed Urban Church should be able to deal with these high volumes of 
pedestrian movement. Fig4.1 shows a typical busy street of Johannesburg 
inner-city.

The question of where these people come from and why they choose the 
Johannesburg inner-city has many answers. Since the fall of apartheid and the 
opening of South Africa’s borders, a new wave of immigrants has descended on 
Johannesburg, dominated by Africans from West and Central Africa 
(Landau 2004). According to the Human Rights Watch (2005),Johannesburg’s 
Department of Home Affairs offi ce currently has the largest number of pending 
asylum seekers applications, approximately 75,000 out of 115,000 applications 
as at the end of 2004. These refugees have emigrated from their home 
countries because of prevailing push factors: civil war, economic crisis, unem-
ployment, poverty, etc, in their respective countries, and immigrated into South 
Africa because of certain pull factors: stable economy, job opportunities, 
education, health service, etc. South Africa’s refugee population is massive. In 
2009, the country received more than 222,000 new asylum requests, according 
to UNHCR, the U.N. refugee agency, making it the number one asylum 
destination in the world. (O’Connor: 2010) 
The proposed Urban Church could also provide some sort of resource centre 
which could help these people with food and shelter while they sort out their 
documents. There are different categories of both foreign and local population 
in Johannesburg; each of them different in their terms of, ethnicity, beliefs and 
identity. For this reason Johannesburg inner-city is said to be a melting pot of 
cultural diversity.

Fig 4.1,    Busy streets of johannesburg Inner City.
image: Johannesburg Inner City Business Coalition Initiative, 2009 

The current realities in the inner-city of Johannesburg comprises of 
desperate poor people engaged in a daily struggle to survive most of 
them living in unsafe buildings. Informal traders dominate the streets, 
and the inner-city has become the residential and trading home to an 
increasing African migrants population. In this context, does architecture 
mean anything to the community and does it really matter? Mitias 
explains what architecture is:

Architecture abounds, but its status is unusual. When 
approached by aesthetics, architecture is problematic. 

While we may visit a work of architecture to view it much 
as we would visit a stature in a plaza or a painting in a 

museum, we usually can enter the architectural work and 
move around inside it. In such buildings we may conduct 

the full range of human activities. We engage in 
commerce, have dinner, teach, defecate, pray, love and 

sleep. Offi ce buildings, palace, railway station, cathedrals, 
city hall, apartment block and private home may all be 

works of architecture. (Mitias 1994)



52

According to the interviews conducted, most people in the city are there for 
opportunities mainly employment and a better life style. In his song ‘Stime-
la’, Hugh Masekela portrayed in such simple but poignant words the plight 
of miners coming from all over Southern Africa to work in Johannesburg’s 
mines (Morris 1999). The inner-city buildings are works of architecture and 
surely many people gain pleasure from the architecture without under-
standing what it is. To many of this inner-city community, any building can 
be used for any activity. The buildings are defi ned by the use of spaces for 
example the Central Methodist Church in inner-city 
Johannesburg is housing displaced people. One of the management and 
security staff explained that every tread as one moves up the stairs, is 
someone’s bedroom. At present day, the building is used as a shelter and 
other community activities take place there. There are a many dilapidated 
buildings in the city and most of them are illegally occupied, sheltering the 
homeless. People are actually adapting to the spaces available and making 
them their own. Some people are used to these spaces and any changes 
made whether good or bad would negatively affect them. However, most of 
the people do not have a choice but to adapt the harsh conditions. Fig4.2 
and Fig4.3 shows San Jose Flats, a “condemned” building in Hillbrow. The 
residents of San Jose building were facing eviction by the City of Johan-
nesburg but the Constitutional Court ruled that people could not be evict 
without offering a suitable alternative (Bloom: 2010). 

Fig 4.2,    San Jose, a “condemned” building in Hillbrow 
image: MvCork , 2010  

Fig 4.3,    San Jose, a “condemned” building in Hillbrow 
image: MvCork , 2010  
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Layers of change clearly show that the inner city has been abandoned by 
the rich and invaded by the poor. Most of the buildings which used to be 
active are now dilapidated (unknown: 2010). Fig4.4a shows a dilapidated 
building for sale. Most of these dilapidated buildings are illegally occupied 
by homeless people. Simultaneously, the Johannesburg inner-city is 
undergoing a regeneration process and fi g4.4b and 4.4c show newly 
renovated building in the inner-city.

Fig 4.4a, dilapidated building for sale Fig 4.4b, newly renovated building to let Fig 4.4c, newly renovated building ready for occupation as a Hotel

Photographs: Authors own 2010
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Current realities in Johannesburg show that there 
are many challenges which need to be addressed. 
Sony Labou Tausi in The Antipeople explains that 

the sense of throwing things together does not 
necessarily make a society more fl exible or 

productive (1988). The proposed Urban Church 
does not aim on serving the community by 

throwing things together but it aims on arranging 
things together and giving meaning to 

architecture.

4.3 -  c o n c l u s i o n



05  design theory:   the meaning of  church
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Different sources have different meanings for the 
term ‘Church’. The meaning varies from the use 
of space to its form. This chapter explores the 

meaning of the church in Johannesburg inner-city. 
Both oral and written sources will be explored. The 
chapter is concluded by proposing and defi ning a 

new church prototype, the Urban Church.

5. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n
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5. 2  -  w h a t    i s    a    c h u r c h ?

The term church could be said to have different meanings and people 
understand it in different ways. Amongst many, the following selected 
defi nitions form part of both written and oral sources.

defi nitions from written sources

-A Jewish or heathen temple.
-A formally organized body of Christian believers worshiping together.
-The body of people who attend or belong to a particular local church
-a place for public (especially Christian) worship
(Accurate and reliable dictionary: 

http://ardictionary.com/Church/5625  cited 22-05- 2010)

Fig 5.2,    Catholic temporary tent Church, Vereeniging.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

defi nitions from oral sources

• a place of worship, it can be a sports fi eld, under a tree on the 
streets,  in a tent (Fig5.2) or even on a bus stop. (T.K: Johannesburg, 
2010)

• Sanctuary (unnamed: Johannesburg inner-city, 2010)
• Politics of the highest order. Promises and no delivery. Just ask the  

Christians who have been waiting for Jesus for more than 2000 years  
yet they still believe he’s coming back to ‘save’ them. 

                                                                 (Kaetano: Johannesburg, 2010)
• Slavery, Spiritual prison and whole lot of profi t... 

(Machailoe: Johannesburg inner-city, 2010)
• Bassline reggae night!  (Mafu: Johannesburg inner-city, 2010)
• Christian Organisation where people congregate to practice their 

faith.
(Wizy: Johannesburg inner-city, 2010)

Fig 5.1,    Chapel of Notre Dame du Haut.  France.
image: Downey T.C, Le Corbusier’s Chapel at Fifty cited  09-05-2010  @ 0304hrs
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A church could then be defi ned as a Christian Organisation were people 
congregate to practice their faith. According to the Macmillan English 
Dictionary, the term Christian refers to the ideas of Jesus Christ. Although 
Van der Waal classifi ed all places of worship as Church buildings (1987, 31, 
57), or a church building is space meant for Christian fellowship 
(Bowyer: 1977). 
Based on the interviews conducted by the author many devoted Christians 
believe that a church is a space where two or more are gathered in the 
name of Jesus. Commenting on the chapel of Notre-Dame-du-Haut Fig5.1, 
Le Corbusier said; “I wanted to create a place of silence, of prayer, of 
peace and of internal joy”  (R. Phyllis: 2004,18). This shows that a church 
could also be defi ned as a place, a destination.

In most scenarios a church is represented by a cross. The Christian cross 
is seen as a representation of the instrument of the crucifi xion of Jesus 
Christ, is the best-known religious symbol of Christianity(David: 2010). 
Fig5.3 shows a church in Sudan and one would know that it’s a church 
because of the  sign of the cross. 

But in the context of Johannesburg inner-city where people come from all 
over South Africa and Africa seeking opportunities and a better lifestyle, 
is a place of silence, of prayer, of peace and of internal joy enough?

Based on the research conducted, many of Johannesburg’s inner-city 
youth regard night life as their place of peace and internal joy. Fig5.4 
shows a image of Sizzla Kalonji, (a famous reggae artist) performing 
at the Baseline(Johannesburg’s top live music venue and production 
house). One of the interviewee defi ned the term church as Baseline 
reggae nights. Fig5.3 actually shows Sizzla Kalonji praying for the crowd. 
Before, during and after clubbing economic opportunities arise 
including food vendors, car guards and door guards. Night life clubbing 
therefore could be said to be part of the contemporary needs in 
Johannesburg inner-city.

Fig 5.4,    Sizzla Kalonji at Baseline, Johannesburg.
Photograph: Jason S, 2010

Fig 5.3,   The Obbo Congregation Church, Sudan.
Photograph: Isaya. sudan-project cited  09-06-2010  @ 2104hrs
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5. 3  -  r o l e   o f   t h e   c h u r c h .

Churches have an important role to play in the urban environment. 
Previous chapters looked at the establishment and some of the roles 
played by churches in Johannesburg inner-city.  Mavunga argues that 
beyond functioning as collection points for tithes and confusing the fl ock 
with verse, churches could lead the charge towards nurturing the growth of 
self-confi dent, innovative, and resolute Africans proud of their own place in 
the community of nations (2006:4).
Their role include fellowship in Christ, performing weddings ceremonies, 
funerals, baptism and various outreach programmes. 
Depending on the principles of the church, day care centres and other 
educational programmes are offered.
The question of the exact role of the church based on the research 
conducted varied but was based on the challenges faced by the people. 
Poverty, unemployment, lack of skills, lack of accommodation and ethnic 
segregation are some of the main challenges faced by many people in 
Johannesburg inner-city today. Most churches are working hard to alleviate 
these issues.
In most parts of Africa, churches exists in every society. In residential 
areas where communities already exist, churches tend to bind the 
communities together. Fig5.5 shows a Catholic Church Compound, people 
are queuing for food aid in the church hall. In a the urban context, like the 
inner-city of Johannesburg, churches strive to bring people together to 
create a community and give people hope. A  good example are the soup 
kitchen groups in Johannesburg which bring homeless and destitute 
together. As explained by Father Thomas(Roman Catholic Priest based in 
Orlando): “The role and style of churches change according to the needs,” 
hence one has to identify the needs of the community being served before 
providing facilities. 
Due to its diverse community, Johannesburg inner-city context could be 
described as a melting pot of many cultures. Since 1994, Johannesburg 
has become a center of attraction and a magnet for many South Africans 
and immigrants from all over the world. Most prominent are immigrants 
from the rest of Africa seeking asylum, and/or greener pastures. Studies 
have shown that the majority of refugees and asylum seekers entering 
South Africa for the fi rst time often settle in Johannesburg largely because 
of the city’s socio-economic potential. (Rogerson, 1996;Rogerson, 1997; 
Chamba, 2005). The community therefore has to adapt to the urban 
culture.

Believers and non-believers have a mutual understanding regarding the 
role of the churches in society. Both groups see churches primarily as 
moral guardians and helpers of the poor and needy. They are also seen 
as important providers of opportunities for public worship and a range of 
social services. Expectations differ, however, between  devoted 
Christians and non- devoted Christians in relation to the churches’ role 
in providing meaning or spiritual direction. Devoted Christians across all 
denominations place great importance on such a role, whereas for 
non- devoted Christians it has a low priority (Kaldor, Dixon and Powell, 
Taking Stock: 1999). In his article on “Faith as Self-help: Toward an 
African Rebirth?”, Mavhunga argues that Christianity was one of the 
tools for colonialism. Faith ‘Before the Ground Was Hardened by the 
Hammer’, southern Africa was already a nation at prayer, submitting 
problems to the ancestors. (2006:4) Surely this clearly shows that when 
people face challenges they turn to prayer hence the church today is 
seen as a place for hope.

Fig 5.5,    Catholic Church Compound, Munsieville.
Photograph: David Quarles, 2009
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5. 4  -  s y n c r e t i s m ,   u r b a n    c h u r c h

There are many kinds of churches in the inner-city and there are different 
ways in which they worship therefore the design of the proposed “Urban 
Church” has to accommodate these different denominations. According to 
the Oxford Dictionary of Current  English, syncretism deals with unifying 
differing schools of thought. The aim for this thesis as shown in fi g5.6, is 
to fi nd a foundation for mutual understanding of sacredness, urban culture 
and contemporary needs, where sacredness will be looking at different 
denominations in the inner-city. Urban culture acknowledges the diversity of 
the cosmopolitan community and contemporary needs involves the 
challenges faced by the community in context. The church imagery is quite 
important, and hence form, visual/symbolic meaning plays an important 
role. 

Based on the research conducted, many Christian churches in 
Johannesburg inner-city hold services in people’s homes. It is therefore 
my opinion that all these different Christian churches can adapt to any 
space. For this reason, a multi-denominational space could be designed 
to bring all Christian churches together. Sound, light and volume are the 
three main aspects which according to many of the church leaders need 
to be considered when designing a church. According to Fr David from 
the Roman Catholic Church, the church can adapt to any space but the 
main element to be considered is the space for the tabernacle, that is the 
place for the exclusive reservation of the consecrated Eucharist (2010). 
However in other denominations, this is not as strict a requirement.

Fig 5.6,   Syncretism 
Diagram: Authors own, 2010.

The church is a place of social interaction, it’s a gathering place where peo-
ple meet and interact. In the context of Johannesburg inner-city, where there 
is a cosmopolitan community, the church tends to create and bond diverse 
people together. Most churches get busy during weekends. The community 
participates in various rituals and celebrations such as weddings and 
funerals are normally held during the weekend when people are more 
fl exible. In this context, the church is also the place where new comers 
introduce themselves into the community and share their talents and 
interests.  
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5. 5  -  c o n c l u s i o n .

The Johannesburg cosmopolitan inner-city 
community defi nes a church as being more than a 

worship space. Based on the interviews 
conducted by author, most people go to church 

just because they were brought up going to 
church. The proposed Urban Church seeks to add 
meaning to the church and facilitate its functioning 
through architecture. The proposed Urban Church 

has to cater for the community needs, 
accommodate different cultures and it has to be 

multi-denominational. There are various churches 
and organizations in Johannesburg inner-city 

which offer assistance to refugees and migrants, 
new arrivals and vulnerable groups with regard to 

certain basic needs including health, 
accommodation, food and education. These 

organizations include Jesuit Refugee Services 
(JRS), South African Red Cross Society, 

Coordinating Body for Refugee 
Communities (CBRC), Refugee 

Ministries Centre, Refugee Children’s Project, 
Central Methodist Church, Christians for Peace in 
Africa and the MES (Metro Evangelical Services). 

The next chapter looks the some of these 
churches and organizations as case studies.



06    case studies
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6. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n

An in-depth investigation of churches and 
organizations that address urban culture, 

sacredness and contemporary needs is used as a 
research strategy to assist in understanding what 

the role of the church is today. Three types of case 
studies will be analysed, the fi rst is a Church in
Johannesburg inner-city, the second is also a 

church but located in a more suburban/business 
area and the third is a organisation in 

Johannesburg inner-city. The case studies are 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Braamfontein, the 
Catholic Parish of the Immaculate Conception in 

Rosebank and Metro Evangelical 
Services (MES) are the three case studies 

selected.



64

Fig 6.1,    Johannesburg inner-city map. 
Diagram: retrieved from City of Joburg, adapted  by author, 2010.

Fig 6.1 shows the location of Johannesburg inner-city map showing the 
locations of Holy Trinity Catholic Church (HTCC) and the Metro Evangelical 
Services (MES)programmes.
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Fig 6.2,    Location of Holy Trinity Catholic Church(HTCC). 
Diagram: retrieved from Google earth, edited  by author, 2010.

6. 2  -  H o l y    T r i n i t y    C a t h o l i c    C h u r c h .

Location

Holy Trinity Catholic Church is located at number 16 Stiemens Street 
Braamfontein in Johannesburg on the south eastern corner of the 
University of the Witwatersrand. Figs 6.1 and 6.2 shows the location of 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church(HTCC). On fi g 6.2,  a is the church worship 
building and b is the residents building.

History of the Church

According to the Catholic Diocese of Johannesburg, in 1897 the Trappist 
Monks from Mariannhill set up a mission to serve migrant mine workers in 
Stiemens Street. The fi rst church was built and opened in 1899. Soon after 
this the Anglo-Boer war broke out and the Trappists returned to 
Natal. The Oblates of Mary Immaculate served the new parish. The current 
church was completed and opened in 1938. In 1966 the Paulist Fathers 
looked after the parish and university chaplaincy. In 1969 the parish was 
handed over to the diocese for a short period. In 1973 the Society of Jesus 
were given responsibility for the parish and have served the community 
ever since. The Jesuits oversaw the building of Trinity House, a residence 
for Catholic students studying at the University of the Witwatersrand. The 
residence was opened in 1991.
The present parish population is made up of approximately 800 families, 
drawn from all over Johannesburg as well as the universities. The parish is 
being run by Father Russell Pollitt, SJ assisted by Father Bruce Botha, SJ.
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Fig 6.3,    Holy Trinity catholic church, after Ash Wednesday Mass.
Photograph: Authors own 2007.

Parish activities

The Parish serves its immediate community but also serves surrounding 
communities. The parish is responsible for the pastoral care of those in the 
Milpark Hospital and the Donald Gordon Hospital. The parish team is 
available to help in the case of an emergency. The parish team is closely 
associated with and regularly ministers at McAuley House school in Milpark 
and Holy Family Convent school in Parktown. The parish is also respon-
sible for and runs the chaplaincies for the University of the Witwatersrand 
(Wits) and the University of Johannesburg (UJ). A student Eucharist is 
celebrated every Sunday evening at the parish for students at Wits and 
Eucharist is celebrated at the UJ, in one of the residences, at 19h30, every 
Sunday. 

Music at the church plays an important role and all masses are celebrated 
with music usually performed by the church choir and led by a organ or 
other instruments like drums. Music adds to the vibrancy in all masses and 
the church building’s high ceiling volume coupled with appropriate room 
acoustics ensures that optimum audible conditions for worshipers. The 
use of both artifi cial and natural lighting is superb and according to many 
parishioners, the combination of light and stained windows  gives a spiritual 
feeling. Fig6.4 shows the effect of light on the stained windows. 
Spiritually, the church serves its community as there is at least a mass 
everyday of the week. One mass is held during lunch time from 
Monday to Friday, a evening mass is held on Saturday and on Sunday 
three masses are held, two in the morning and one in the evening. 
During public holidays and special days of the Catholic calendar for 
example Ash Wednesday (Fig 6.3), Masses are also held. Special events 
like marriages and funerals are guided by a Mass.

Fig 6.4,    Holy Trinity catholic church, during a evening Mass.
Photograph: Authors own 2006



67

Almost all the activities which take place at the church are spiritual and 
they are usually guided by a prayer. Some of the activities include Baptism, 
Confi rmation, Marriage, Ministry to the Sick, First Reconciliation, Trinity 
Clinic and feeding scheme, funerals and fi rst  
Eucharist.

The Trinity Clinic and feeding scheme(Soup Kitchen) is run in conjunction 
with medical students at the University of the Witwatersrand. It provides 
medical service to the many street people who come to Holy Trinity on a 
Monday evening. It has long been the task of the Braamfontein St 
Vincent de Paul conference (SVP) to provide supper for the local street 
people every Monday night. Other parishes in the vicinity provide supper 
for the remainder of the week. Students have always been a part of 
helping to prepare, distribute food and washing up afterwards. In 2004 
a Clinic under the supervision of medical students was established. This 
Clinic has arisen out of a defi nite need for medical attention for those with 
life threatening diseases, especially HIV/Aids. Although the students may 
not prescribe medicines, they are able to give to the people living on the 
streets a service which they would not normally have access to. However 
these things always work both ways, as the students gain valuable 
experience in the process. 

Photographs 1-4 shows the church on a Soup Kitchen day.
On fi g6.5, a-f show the sequence of activities which take place on a 
Monday Soup Kitchen day, where a- preparation of the soup, b- pouring of 
the soup into cups, c- prayer, d- serving the soup and bread, e- washing of 
cups, f- cleaning up. (all photographs by author)

       a        b        c        d

1- day view 2- night view

3- preparations for Soup Kitchen 

4- during Soup Kitchen 

       e        f
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Fig 6.5,    Holy Trinity catholic church, the sequence of activities which take place on a Monday Soup Kitchen day.
Diagrams: Authors own 2010

a- during the day, 
    before Soup Kitchen starts. 

b- in the evening,  
    just before Soup Kitchen starts. 

c- in the evening,  
    during Soup Kitchen. 

d- in the evening,  
    towards the end of Soup Kitchen. 
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Fig 6.7,    Trinity House cortyard, during a braai.
Photograph: Authors own 2006

Fig 6.8,   Trinity Catholic Church, during a fund-raising Hot Dog Sale.
Photograph: Authors own 2007

Fig 6.6,    Holy Trinity catholic Church, after the evening Mass.
Photograph: Authors own 2006

Almost any community function can be held on the church premises. There  
is a courtyard on the fi rst fl oor of Trinity House (residents). Fig 6.7 shows 
the Trinity House courtyard during a residents braai.
 
There are different church organizations at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
and  most of them have to fi nancially sustain themselves. One of the 
organisations is a student’s society called ACTS. Fig 6.8 shows Trinity 
Catholic Church during ACTS fundraising Hot Dog Sale. Most of these 
fundraising activities occurs after the mass.

Holy Trinity Catholic Church is not just a place of worship but it addresses 
the challenges of the community which it serves. Although some activities 
being offered were not considered during the design and planning of the 
premises, people are compromising and adapting to the current situation.
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6. 3  -  R o s e b a n k    C a t h o l i c    C h u r c h .
The Catholic parish of the Immaculate Conception in Rosebank 
Johannesburg(fi g 6.9), has a AIDS Orphans Project which deals with a 
number of children, ranging in age from 5 to 18 years who have been 
orphaned as a result of AIDS. These  children are cared for on a regular basis 
by arranging outings for them, supplying food, and assisting generally in their 
wellbeing. 
There is a shelter for the homeless, Immaculata Hall at the back of the 
Church which is managed by the Sisters of Mercy. Fig 6.11 shows the 
Homeless Shelter. These homeless people are catered for during the 
evenings and during the day the beds are converted to couches. During the 
day some of the homeless people go to work while other go out to look for 
work. The parish also operate a number of other shelters for the homeless 
around Gauteng.
The Peter Jackson Project is one of the outreach programmes run by the 
church. It is committed to helping children from the Diepsloot Informal 
Settlement through various educational initiatives.
Two schools St Teresa’s Mercy High School and Primary School are run un-
der the ministries of the Church. Fig 6.9 shows the signage of the two school. 
Signage photos were taken because both schools are girls schools therefore 
entry into the premises especially for males is very strict.

Rosebank Church is not just a place of worship but it addressed the
challenges of the community which it serves. Although some facilities, like the 
homeless shelter which uses the hall space, were not considered during the 
design and planning of the premises, the church is compromising and 
adapting to the current situation.

Fig 6.10,   Rosebank Church of the Immaculate Conception.
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 6.11,   Immaculata Hall (homeless shelter).
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 6.9,   St Teresa High School and Primary School.
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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6. 4  -  M e t r o    E v a n g e l i c a l    S e r v i c e s   ( M E S )
Background
MES (Metro Evangelical Services) serve the homeless and destitute in the 
inner-city of Johannesburg. The organization started as a small soup kitchen 
group under the Dutch Reformed Church and it became a bigger feeding 
programme in 1986. It handed out food parcels to the homeless and 
unemployed community of Hillbrow. In 1989 the project achieved Section 21 
status with a Board of Directors. The organization was started to address the 
pressing needs of the poor in the inner-city of Johannesburg. Especially 
addressing the physical, emotional, mental and spiritual needs of the 
homeless and unemployed, challenging individuals to take responsibility for 
their lives and become sustainable. Its main vision being “To change the heart 
of the city” by empowering people holistically to live independent, sustainable 
and meaningful lives.

Current role
MES could be said to be identifying a new role for the church in the inner-city 
of Johannesburg. One of their buildings the Irene Church as discussed in 
chapter 3 is now being rented out to fi ve churches accommodating the new 
diverse community which it is serving. To date, MES has three main 
programmes that is Othandweni, Impilo and Madulammoho. Othandweni 
mainly addresses the needs of children/youth on all levels of development 
within the inner city. Impilo aims to deliver a professional and holistic 
healthcare service to the homeless and destitute within the inner city. 
Madulammoho aims on providing clean, safe, affordable and sustainable 
housing units in Gauteng.

Fig 6.12,   MES Madulammoho Housing Developments.
images: Mes annual reports 2009/2010
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Fig 6.13,   MES Othandweni .
images: Mes annual reports 2009/2010
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Fig 6.14,    MES Impilo Health Programme.
images: Mes annual reports 2009/2010
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Fig 6.15,    MES Budgets.
images: Mes annual reports 2009/2010
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6. 4  -  c o n c l u s i o n

The two church case studies picked forms part of 
many churches around Johannesburg and even 

the whole world which are not just places of 
worship but addressing the challenges of the 
community which they serve. Although some 
activities being offered were not considered 

during the design and planning of the premises, 
these churches are compromising and adapting to 

the current situation. MES could be said to be 
addressing the role of the Church in 

Johannesburg inner-city, this thesis seeks to unify 
sacredness, urban culture and contemporary 

needs in the proposed “Urban Church” space. The 
proposed “Urban Church” seek to address some 
of these challenges faced by the Johannesburg 
inner-city community. Since there are multiple 

challenges in the city, multifunctional spaces will 
be proposed and people would still have to adapt 

to the proposed spaces.



07    site selection
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7. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n

Johannesburg inner-city community is facing 
multiple challenges, the purpose of this thesis is 
using church as the main tool to address these 

challenges. The proposed “Urban Church” could 
be placed where the main challenges are or it 
could be placed away from the challenges in a 
way to relieve pressure on where the problems 

are. This section looks at four possible sites within 
the inner-city.
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7. 2  -  p o t e n t i a l   s i t e s

Four potential sites where explored. Fig 8.1 shows the map of 
Johannesburg inner-city showing the four potential sites for the proposed 
“Urban Church”.

Fig 7.1,   Potential sites.
image: Johannesburg Inner City Business Coalition Initiative 2009, adapted by author 2010
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-  p o t e n t i a l   s i t e  (a)

Site (a) is located on the outer edge of the identifi ed problem area region. 
The context is generally quiet, as shown on Figs 7.3a-7.3d, there is little 
pedestrian and vehicular movement around the area as compared to the 
other three proposed sites. The site is dominated by informal light 
industries. Fig 7.2 shows site location south of the identifi ed problem area.

analysis:
• available land
• a bit remote from the problem area
• mostly day-time and weekend activity in the area
• good access by public transport

Fig 7.2,   Proposed site (a) location map.
image: google earth, edited by Author, 2010

Fig 7.3a, quiet street Fig 7.3b, informal scrap yard Fig 7.3c, quiet street Fig 7.3d, quiet street facing the 
northern problem area

Photographs: Authors own 2010
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-  p o t e n t i a l   s i t e  (b)

Potential site (b) is located within what has been identifi ed as the problem 
area based on the mapping conducted. Fig 7.5 shows the site location map 
of the proposed site (b). The site is vibrant and is surrounded by multiple 
activities such as pre-schools, retail shops, residential fl ats, informal traders 
and transport stations. There are high volumes of both pedestrian and 
vehicular traffi c. Pedestrian traffi c ranges from traders, customers, in 
transit, tourists and people just loitering. Fig7.4+ shows a panoramic 
photograph of the site showing the vibrancy around the area. The 
community is cosmopolitan although the majority is black African. Based on 
the interviews conducted the area is dominated by foreign nationals 
seeking opportunities. There is good public transport access including a 
BRT bus stop adjacent to the site.

Fig 7.5,   Site location map of proposed site (b).
image: City of Joburg, edited by Author, 2010

Fig 7.4,   Panoramic photograph of proposed site (b).
Photograph: Authors own 2010
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-  p o t e n t i a l   s i t e  (c)

Potential site (c) is located within the area with the most residential 
community in Johannesburg inner-city. Fig 7.6 shows the location map of 
the proposed site (c). The site is surrounded by mainly residential buildings, 
educational buildings, church buildings and a park. The context is not as 
busy as compared to the identifi ed problem area. As shown on Fig 7.7a-
7.7d, there is a little pedestrian and vehicular movement around the area 
as compared to the identifi ed problem area. The streets are usually busy 
during peak hours as people will be commuting to and from their residential 
areas. The area is easily accessible by public transport.

Fig 7.6,   Proposed site (c) location map.
image: google earth, edited by Author, 2010

Photographs: Authors own 2010

Fig 7.7a, fairly busy street Fig 7.7b, children’s park Fig 7.7c, Irene Church Fig 7.7d, fairly busy street
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-  p o t e n t i a l   s i t e  (d)

Potential site (d) is located adjacent to the identifi ed problem area and 
the area with the most residential community in Johannesburg inner-city. 
Fig7.10 shows the location of the proposed site (d). Fig 7.8 shows a 
photograph of the site facing south. Fig 7.9 shows a panoramic photograph 
of the site showing the vibrancy around the area. However there is little 
pedestrian and vehicular movement around the area as compared to the 
identifi ed problem area. The streets are usually busy during peak hours as 
people will be community to or from their residential areas. This site was 
explored for its adjacency to the Catholic Cathedral and potential 
collaboration between the church and community facilities.

Fig 7.10,   Proposed site (d) location map.
image: google earth, edited by Author, 2010

Fig 7.9,   Panoramic photograph of proposed site (d).
Photograph: Authors own 2010

Fig 7.8,   Proposed site (d) photograph facing south.
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-  c h o s e n    s i t e   [ s i t e  (b) ]

Based on the mapping conducted, site (b) has be chosen to be the site 
for the proposed Urban Church. It is located within the identifi ed problem 
area. The architecture of this thesis aims to address the challenges faced 
in Johannesburg inner-city and site (b) seems to be the most appropriate 
area. Of the four sites, site (b) is nearest to the Department of Home Affairs 
offi ces and a resource centre is one of the programmes to be Incooperated 
within the proposed Urban Church spaces. The site was chosen because 
it is the most accessible, and has the most varied activities. The intended 
programme for the Urban Church would most relevantly and feasibly be  
implemented of site (b). The next section looks at the proposed programme 
for this project. 

Fig 7.11,   Site location map of proposed site (b).
image: City of Joburg, edited by Author, 2010
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7. 3  -  c o n c l u s i o n

The chosen site has a number of development 
limitations. Johannesburg inner-city just like any 
other urban city has certain regulations which 

need to be followed. The design of the proposed 
Urban Church on this site will have certain 

constraints but these constrains will actually 
provide a challenge for dealing with the 

architectural requirements in this urban context. 
The proposed programme discussed in chapter 9 

intends to explore the point of intersection 
between the church and the inner-city community.



08    site: mapping and analysis 
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8. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n

This chapter covers elements in site planning and 
design. Location, neighborhood context, site and 

zoning, legal elements, circulation and climate 
components will be the main focus. 



87

 -  Location
The site is located at the corner of Mooi and Jeppe street as shown on the 
fi gure ground map on fi g. 9.1 and aerial photograh on fi g. 9.2. 

Fig 8.2,   Aerial photograph of proposed site.
image: google earth pro, edited by Author, 2010

Fig 8.1,   Figure ground with proposed site.
image: google earth pro, edited by Author, 2010

8. 2  -  site mapping and analysis
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 -  Neighborhood context 
The proposed site falls under Region F, Johannesburg CBD/ inner-city.  
According to the Regional Spatial Development Framework (RSDF 2008-
2009) the inner-city is the primary business, fi nancial and commercial anchor 
of the urban system. The neighborhood context comprises of the full 
spectrum of mixed uses, from manufacturing, commerce, business, fi nancial, 
institutional, retail, entertainment, medical, educational, public amenities and 
facilities, public transport, emergency services, residential, recreation and 
sport amenities, and high density residential development. 

Fig8.3 shows the building uses around the chosen site.

Fig 8.4,  panorama view, corner of Mooi and Jeppe.
Photograph:  Authors own 2010

Fig 8.3,  land use drawing
Diagram:  Authors own 2010
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 -  Circulation 
Pedestrian circulation. In order to understand the movement of people, the 
analysis of pedestrian circulation has been split into four segments. Fig 8.5a, 
general pedestrian movement, peak hours, Fig 8.5b, general pedestrian 
movement during the day, Fig 8.5c, general pedestrian movement at night 
and Fig 8.5d, general pedestrian movement, weekend.

Fig 8.5a  Fig 8.5b  Fig 8.5c  Fig 8.5d  Note:        =   2 people

Vehicular circulation. In order to understand the movement of vehicles, 
the analysis of vehicular circulation has been split into four segments. Fig 
8.6a, general vehicular movement, peak hours, Fig 8.6b, general 
vehicular movement during the day, Fig 8.6c, general vehicular 
movement at night and Fig 8.6d, general vehicular movement, weekend.

 Pedestrian circulation occurs generally in the street sidewalks but due 
to the high volumes of pedestrian traffi c in the streets, circulation occurs 
in vehicular roads. One of causes of these high volumes of traffi c is the 
shortage of public spaces in the city. Vehicular circulation is dominated 
by public transport mainly taxis. There is a BRT station along Mooi street. 

Fig 8.6a  Fig 8.6c  Fig 8.6b  Fig 8.6d  Note:        =   5 vehicles

Diagrams: Authors own 2010
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 -  Site and zoning
Site boundaries were retrieved from the City of Johannesburg - Electronic 
Services website and the dimensions were verifi ed physically on site. Fig 8.7, 
shows sketch of the site bounderies verifi ed on site. 

The zoning information as per city of Johannesburg is as follows:
• height zone                      =   H2
• allowable site coverage   =  100%
• land use                           =  mixed-use
• parking requirements       =  as per building use
• Floor area ratio                =  as per building use
• zone use                          =  Business 1

Fig 8.7,   Verifi ed site bounderies.
image: City of Johannesburg - Electronic Services, edited by Author, 2010

 -  Climate
Fig 8.8 shows Johannesburg climate data according to World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) prescripts, based on monthly aver-
ages for the 30-year period 1961 – 1990.

Fig 9.10,  Johannesburg climate data
image:  South African Weather Service, 2010

Data
Period Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mean Maximum
Temperature (deg. C)

1961-1990 25.6 25.1 24.0 21.1 18.9 16.0 16.7 19.4 22.8 23.8 24.2 25.2

Mean Minimum
Temperature (deg. C)

1961-1990 14.7 14.1 13.1 10.3 7.2 4.1 4.1 6.2 9.3 11.2 12.7 13.9

Rainfall Amount (mm) 1961-1990 125.0 90.0 91.0 54.0 13.0 9.0 4.0 6.0 27.0 72.0 117.0 105.0

Days with Rain* 1961-1990 15.9 11.2 11.9 8.6 2.9 2.0 1.0 2.1 3.7 9.8 15.2 14.9

Mean Daily Sunshine
Duration (hours)

1961-1990 8.1 8.0 7.7 7.9 8.9 8.9 9.2 9.2 9.4 8.7 8.3 8.5

Fig 8.9 shows an analytical sketch of the proposed site.

Fig 8.9,  site analytical sketch
sketch:  Authors own 2010
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8. 3  -  c o n c l u s i o n

The elements covered in this chapter will help in 
site planning and design of the proposed “Urban 

Church”



09    p r o g r a m m e  
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9. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n

The main aim for this thesis is to unify 
sacredness, urban culture and contemporary 
needs. The programme requirements for the 

proposed “Urban Church” were determined from 
the needs of the community and the role of the 

church within the community. The “Urban Church” 
should serve the Johannesburg inner-city 

community as a spiritual, social, economical as 
well as the major node which facilitates the needs 

of the church activities(any denomination) and 
other organizations. 
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9. 2  -  c o n t e m p o r a r y     n e e d s
1   -  community spiritual upliftment
2   -  counseling
3   -  music
4   -  shelter (daily, weekly, monthly, place of safety)
5   -  education
6   -  pre-school 
7   -  sports facilities
8   -  seminars on solving community projects
9   -  food
10 -  a universal place of worship 
11 -  gymnasium
12 -  computers
13 -  performance  space
14 -  resource and information centre
15 -  spiritual guidance
16 -  entertainment
17 -  skills centre
18 -  youth centre
19 -  soup kitchen
20 -  reduction in crime
21 -  employment
22 -  guidance
23 -  out reach programmes
24 -  moral and community building
25 -  fellowship programmes
26 -  events hall

Sacredness

Multi denominational spiritual spaces -  light
                                                            -  volume
                                                            -  sound

Fig 9.1,   Contemporary needs.
diagram: by Author, 2010

K e y*This information is derived from the  interviews 
conducted by author, see appendix 16. 2.
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The contemporary needs can be grouped into different 
sections inorder to come up with the facilities.

Facilities

Church (big space/ multifunctional space) 
                            -7,8,10,11,13,16,18,20,24,25,26

Small general/retail/ technical space
                            -1,2,3,5,15,16,17,18,21,22,23,25
                            -retail and commercial
                            -informal trading

Residential
                            -4, sleeping spaces with shared facilities

food and catering
                             -9,19

service core and support
                            -ablutions
                            -storage
                            -service core

Parking and loading
                            -bus,staff and visitors parking
                            -loading area    

 The core of the project is the multidenominational worship space 
(Church) . The Church will be supported by 
retail, residential, core and parking and loading spaces. 

User analysis
The proposed intervention includes community spaces and therefore is open to the 
public. The spaces are meant to create a community for the people within and be-
yond the inner-city. The proposal is meant mainly to cater for the displaced and the 
poor within the inner-city. However the general city users, that is people living, 
studying, working, doing business or just in transit should also be accommodated. 
As shown on the questionnaires, see appex. 16.2, the programme was particulary 
derived from the interviews conducted from people of different classes, age, sex 
personal history, occupation and culture. The proposal is meant to be the meeting 
place between the poor and the rich. However there should also be control, and the 
control will be based on the management of activity taking place in the building.

Programme:
Church space
• weddings
• funerals
• events

Community programme
• counseling
• meetings
• resource center
• soup kitchen
• washing facilities

Accommodation
• temporary shelter
• rental rooms with shared facilities
• resource center
• caretaker’s  fl at and staff

services
• ablutions
• storage
• service core

parking and loading
• parking for staff members only, public transport easily accessible

9. 3  -  p r o g r a m m e     d e v e l o p m e n t
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9. 4  -  c o n c l u s i o n

The programme requirements for the proposed 
“Urban Church” was designed such that the 

facilities would be fl exible in order for people to 
fi nd it easy to adapt to the spaces. No area 

schedule provided as the areas will be determined 
by the  design.



10    precedent studies: 
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Rosenthal Center, corner view.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

China church.
image: Anthony James   : 2008
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10. 1  -  i n t r o d u c t i o n

The Lois and Richard Rosenthal Center for 
Contemporary Art has been selected as a 

precedent study because of its response to the 
urban context of downtown Cincinnati, USA. 
Amongst other traffi c circulation, use of light, 

response to noise, height and its mixed 
programme helps in understanding how to deal 

with the urban challenges. China church has also 
been selected as a precedent study because of 
the way it deals with light to give a sacred feel.
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Fig 10.1,    Rosenthal Center, corner view.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Quick facts
• Design Architect:  Zaha Hadid
• Building Footprint:  1,000 m2
• Total Area: 7,400 m2
• Floors: 7 
• Project Cost: $34 million
• Groundbreaking: May 2001
• Completion: Spring 2003
• Major Design Features: Urban Carpet, Jigsaw Puzzle, Skin/Sculpture

Project Description:
The Lois & Richard Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art was designed to  
support the Contemporary Arts Center’s distinct mission as a non-collecting 
institution dedicated to organizing and presenting a diverse array of 
temporary exhibitions, site-specifi c installations and performances. The 
building’s rich spatial possibilities and the adaptable confi gurations of the 
galleries accommodates the unpredictable scale and media of the works of 
art to be exhibited. The building also support the Center’s role as a dynamic 
public gathering space and civic institution through amenities such as a 
children’s education facility, art preparation areas, a museum store, a cafe 
kiosk, public areas and administrative facilities. The building’s provocatively 
inviting design  facilitates radical new programming opportunities for the 
Center, promising an even more engaging experience for the local, regional 
and international audiences it serves.              (http://www.zaha-hadid.com)

Location: 44 East Sixth Street, Cincinnati.
The Rosenthal Center is situated in downtown Cincinnati’s cultural and enter-
tainment area. 
The glass transparency of the ground fl oor mingles with the urban 
surroundings, while the vertical sequence of galleries responds to the site’s 
compact footprint, maximizing the opportunities for interaction afforded by the 
Center’s location at the heart of the city’s urban and cultural life. 

(http://www.zaha-hadid.com)

10. 2  -  Lois & Richard Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art (CAC)
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Fig 10.4,    Rosenthal Center, conceptual model.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Fig 10.3,    Rosenthal Center, fl oor plans.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003
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Fig 10.5,    Rosenthal Center, interior.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Fig 10.6,    Rosenthal Center, rendering.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Fig 10.7,    Rosenthal Center, interiors.
images: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Fig 10.8,    Rosenthal Center, conceptual models.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003
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Fig 10.9,    Rosenthal Center, sections
images: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Fig 10.10,    Rosenthal Center, elevations
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003

Fig 10.11,    Rosenthal Center, interior.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003
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 The Center’s corner location led to the development of two different but 
complementary facades. The building appears to be made up of stacked hori-
zontal blocks of glass, metal and concrete dramatically 
cantilevered toward Sixth and Walnut streets, which express the dense 
composition of galleries and public and administrative spaces within. The 
lightness of the glass at the ground level, topped by the heavy, raw concrete 
and metal blocks that fl oat above, gives the building a seemingly weightless, 
sculptural quality. The south façade reveals the programmatic uses inside: 
gallery fl oors are expressed in concrete and metal, and administrative and 
public spaces are glass, inviting views into the building and to the urban 
landscape outside.  Individually, these forms refl ect the scale of the city plan 
and collectively, a compressed vertical abstraction of the cityscape.  In effect, 
the building is an assemblage of spaces that are shaped by and connected to 
the dynamism of the surrounding urban fabric, resonating with the 
Center’s role as a mediator between the world of contemporary art and the 
public realm of the city.(http://www.zaha-hadid.com)

conclusion as to why the building is relevant to my thesis:
• corner site
• complex programme on a small site
• sculptural expression of the programme
• complex circulation
• light quality
• visual connection to public

Fig 10.2,    Rosenthal Center, corner view.
image: Woodman. E, Grandorge. D  : 2003
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10. 3  -  Christian Church, Beijing, China

Fig 10.12,    China Christian Church, street view.
image: Anthony James   : 2008

Fig 10.13,    China Christian Church, interior view.
image: Anthony James   : 2008

Fig 10.14,    China Christian Church, section.
image: Anthony James   : 2008

Quick facts
• Design Architect:  Meinhard von Gerkan
•       Location:Beijing, China
• Building period: 2005-2007
The symbol of the cross is seen from the street, identifying the 
building as a Christian church and it develops from the facade rod 
system. Through a large portal-type door, worshippers mount a  
stairway to enter the main church hall on the fi rst upper fl oor. They then  
turn east towards the altar. With its alternation of openings and massive 
wall sections, the facade rod system creates a special lighting 
atmosphere, matching the ecclesiastical function of the space. 
(www.yankodesign.com)
China Christian Church serves as China’s largest Christian church, with 
repeating vertical lines reaching to the heavens, the architects created 
an open and bright space that refl ects the community’s openness and 
belief in their state of enlightenment. The interior refl ects the less-is-more 
lessons Jesus preached to his followers and is in sharp contrast to the 
opulent and ornate gothic cathedrals commonly seen in Catholic 
churches.  The rod system forms a unifying building skin which lets in 
suffi cient daylight and at the same time decisively counteracts the 
impression of a heterogeneous structure. (http://www.gmp-architekten)

conclusion as to why the building is relevant to my thesis:
• contemporary church in a urban context
• spatial qualities
• light quality
• image  and identity
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10. 4  -  c o n c l u s i o n

The two precedent studies clearly show that in  
every context architecture has to address the 

people being served. The two would not work well 
without addressing the public and therefore the 

programme had to accommodate the community. 
The proposed “Urban Church” just like the Lois & 
Richard Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art 
and the China church should have a programme 

which addresses the public and the urban 
challenges and also give people a sacred feel.



11 d e s i g n  proposal  
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The following principles will be used during the design of the proposed 
“Urban Church”.

1• maximising site footprint - 31 X 32meter perimeter

2• respecting privacy gradient

3• natural ventilation and lighting

4• respecting urban design principles

5• disabled-friendly building

6• expressing image and public visibility

11. 1  -  c o n c e p t u a l    d e s i g n    s t u d i e s    a n d    s k e t c h e s
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11. 2  -  s i t e    r e s p o n s e s

• The street level of the surrounding context is       
comprised of mainly retail and public spaces. It is 
due to this reason that a public square was been 
proposed on the street level of the proposed Urban 
Church.

• There are three existing trees on the northern side 
of the site and these are to be kept in order to 
provide more shade to the public square and the 
spaces above the square.

• Along jeppe street there are cardboard informal 
traders causing congestion and narrowing  the 
street. The proposed public square will became an 
extension of the street hence relieving the pressure 
on the corner of Mooi and Jeppe
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10. 3  -  f i n a l    c o n c e p t



12    d e s i g n  development
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117
level 02 medical facilities and level 03 worship space



118
level 04 worship mezzanine and level 03 communal facilities
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level 06 communual facilities and level 07 temporary shelter



120
level 08 rental rooms and level 10 staff accomodation
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preliminary section and basement parking plan
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sketch artist impression



13    f  i n a l  design  
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 - d e s i g n     d r a w i n g s

artist impression
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aerial view 01 - parking
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02 - public interface 03 - resource center
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04 - worship space 05 - worship mezzanine/ gallery 



128

06 - outdoor recreation space 07 - laundry/community



129

08 temporary accommodation 09 temporary accommodation
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10 - commune level A 11 - commune level B 



131

12 caretaker/ ministry manager apartment 13 private roof space
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north elevation west elevation
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section A-A
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cut-away section
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  -  t e c h n i c a l     d r a w i n g s 

technical plan-public interface 
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s c r e e n    d e t a i l

detail plan

assembly detail
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full screen frontal view

elevation detail - a section detail - a

detail - a

elevation detail - b section detail - b

detail - b

elevation detail - c section detail - c

detail - c
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  -  p h y s i c a l     m o d e l

model development
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exhibition poster



14    c o n c l u s i o n
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The role of the church in Johannesburg 
inner-city hasn’t changed, however there is 

increase in people’s needs as they turn to the 
church as their source of hope, as a result the 

proposed “Urban Church” seek to address these 
needs through its built intervention. The principles 

of maximising site footprint, respecting privacy 
gradient, natural ventilation and lighting, 

respecting urban design principles, 
disabled-friendly building, expressing image and 

public visibility where used as the design 
guidance to the built intervention. This intervention 

in a way is a solution to the challenges faced in 
urban African cities today, just like the 

Johannesburg Central Methodist Church. 
Syncretism therefore unifi es contemporary needs, 

urban culture and sacredness through a 
sustainable, sacred, sculpture, Urban Church.



15    r e f  e r e n c e s



143

books

BAKEMA, J. B. (1981). Thoughts About Architecture. London: Academy.

BONNER, P. L, ESTERHUYSEN, A and JENKINS, T.  (2007). A search for origins : science, history and South Africa’s ‘Cradle of Humankind’: 
Johannesburg : Wits University Press.

BORDEN, I. (2006). The Dissertation  : an Architecture Student’s Handbook. Amsterdam ; Boston : Architectural Press.

BOWYER, J. (1977). The Evolution Of Church  Building. [s.l.]: Crosby Lockwood Staples.

CHIPKIN, C. M. (1993). Johannesburg Style : Architecture & Society 1880s-1960s. Cape Town : David Philip.

KING, A. (1994). The Bungalow: The Production of Global Culture. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.

KING, A. (2004). Spaces of Global Cultures: Architecture, Urbanism, Identity. New York: Routledge.

LANDAU, L. B. (2004). Forced migrants in the New Johannesburg - Towards a local government response. Johannesburg: Forced Migration Studies 
Programme, Universityof the Witswatersrand.

LYNCH, K. (1984). Site planning, 3rd ed. Cambridge, Mass.

MORRIS, A. (1999). Bleakness & Light: Inner - City Transition in Hillbrow, Johannesburg. Johannesburg: Witwatersrand University Press.

NNAMDI, E. (1997). African Architecture : Evolution and Transformation. New York : McGraw-Hill.

PRUSSIN, LABELLE. (1995). African Nomadic Architecture : Space, Place and Gender. Washington: Smithsonian Institution. 

RENDELL, J, PENNER, B & BORDEN, I. (2000). Gender Space Architecture: an Interdisciplinary Introduction. London: Routledge.

RICHARDSON, P. (2004). New Sacred Architecture. London: Laurence King.

RUST, K. (2001). Investigation into Constraints on the Delivery of Rental Housing in South Africa. Johannesburg: NURCHA.

SASSEN, S. (1994). Cities in a World Economy. Thousand Oaks, California: Pine Forge Press.

SASSEN, S. (1991). The Global City. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

SIMONE, A.M and ABOUHANI, A. (2005). Urban Africa: Changing Contours of Survival in the City. London ; New York : Zed Books in association with 
CODESRIA, Dakar, Senegal ; New York : Distributed exclusively in the United States by Palgrave Macmillan.



144

SIMONE, A. M. (2004). For the City Yet to Come: Changing African Life in Four Cities. Durham: Duke University Press.

TANSI, S. L. (2000). The Antipeople: Marion Boyars Publishers Ltd.

VAN DER WAAL, G. M. (1987). From mining camp to metropolis: the buildings of Johannesburg 1886-1940. Johannesburg: C. van Rensburg for the Human 
Sciences Research Council.

Thesis Documents

Cochrane J. (2008). Sacred space : a community church in  Diepsloot. University of the Witwatersrand.
Dunstan B. (1999). Collective identity and the space of globilisation: a market [place] for the community of Hillbrow. University of the Witwatersrand.
Harli R. (2003) Sacred pluralism : a multi-faith centre for the monotheistic religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. University of the Witwatersrand.
Mavunga T. (2008).  Inner-city ritual : refl ect + facilitate culture. University of the Witwatersrand.
Rough K. (2006). A touching experience. University of the Witwatersrand.
Sambo T. (2009)  African migrant’s civil society organisations : a tool for social transformation in the inner city of Johannesburg. University of the 
Witwatersrand
Schmidt K. (2006). Building faith : the sacred and profane within contemporary Hillbrow. University of the Witwatersrand.
Steyn M. (2003). God is in the house. University of Pretoria.

documenteries

Soccer is a religion- screened on Sabc1 on 25-04-2010
Issues of Faith -  screened on Sabc1 Sunday @ 1100hrs ferbruary to July 2010
Spirit Sundae - screened on Sabc1 every Sunday @ 1100hrs March to July 2010
The Chatroom (Youth Religious Mag) - screened on Sabc1

interviews

Bishop Paul Paul Verryn - Johannesburg Central Methodist Church.   Johannesburg,  2010
Brother Mike - care taker, MES Irene, Dutch Reformed Church, Johannesburg. 2010
Fr Mashonganyika - St Marys Catholic Church seniour priest.  Zimbabwe, 2009
Fr Rubaya - St Marys Catholic Church seniour priest.  Zimbabwe, 2009
Fr Thomas - Catholic priest Olando, Soweto, 2010
Kevin - representative of MES (Metro Evangelical Services). Johannesburg,  2010
Reverend John Warren - Parish reverend of Cathedral Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Johannesburg. 2010
Reverend Nicodemus Setshedi - MES Ministry Manager, MES Irene, Johannesburg. 2010



145

Articles and documents

Bloom K.  Joburg’s urban poor: why the City wishes they didn’t exist,   The Daily Maverick    http://www.thedailymaverick.co.za/article/2010-04-13-joburgs-
urban-poor-why-the-city-wishes-they-didnt-exist       cited  23-06-2010   @ 2135hrs

Regional Spatial Development Framework (RSDF 2008-2009)

Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg , History of our Cathedral. http://www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za/aboutus/cathedral_history/  cited 28-03-10 @ 2236H

Indigenous Knowledge For Development, Knowledge and Learning Center, Africa Region, World Bank       http://www.worldbank.org/afr/ik/iknotes.htm

The Gauteng city-region through the eyes of its residents,  Gauteng city-region observatory,  survey May2010, Migration and belonging
 http://www.google.co.za/search?client=fi refox-a&rls=org.mozilla%3Aen-GB%3Aoffi cial&channel=s&hl=en&source=hp&q=The+Gauteng+city-region+through+
the+eyes+of+its+residents&meta=&btnG=Google+Search                  cited  20-06-2010   @ 0135hrs

The Wiser Review number two, december 2006, Reasons of faith: Religion in modern public life     http://wiserweb.wits.ac.za/religion.htm#reasons

The Role of the Church in Society    http://www.miraclerosarymission.org/hab180.htm

World urban forum: 2004, Dialogue on urban cultures: globalization and culture in an urbanizing world. 
                                                                                                                             http://www.unhabitat.org:80/downloads/.../3070_67594_K0471966 WUF2-2.pdf

O’Connor M.R. Back From the Dead:How South Africa became the world’s No. 1 asylum destination. http://www.slate.com/id/2265207/ cited 28-03-10 @ 2236H

Videos

The Pursuit Of Happiness. 2006, Columbia pictures, Overbrook entertainment production. 
S.Africa church a haven for some a hazard for others.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peIXjS3pwKM : YouTube video, cited 20-02-10 @ 2300H
Johannesburg Central Methodist Church.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55vyuRw4igU: YouTube video, cited 25-02-10 @ 2236H
A Place of Refuge- Marksperience # 7.    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55vyuRw4igU: YouTube video, cited 25-02-10 @ 2236H
Zimbabweans fl ood to South African church for refuge.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAMKQD_1zM: YouTube video, cited 21-03-10 @ 1312H
EWNonline - Central Methodist Church.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAMKQD_1zM: YouTube video, cited 02-03-10 @ 2222H
South African part 2.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAMKQD_1zM: YouTube video, cited 02-03-10 @ 2222H
OFF PROGRAM 31.01.08 Paul Verryn.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAMKQD_1zM: YouTube video, cited 02-03-10 @ 2222H
Inside the Central Methodist Church.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxAMKQD_1zM: YouTube video, cited 02-03-10 @ 2222H



16 a p p e n d i x  



147

16. 1  -  a p p e n d i x    A  :  i n t e r n e t    s u r v e y s
Mail & Guardian Online: The smart news source.

comments on Central Methodist Church ‘unsuitable’ for children
JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA Feb 09 2010 05:21

Disaster!!!! All this because the ANC turns a blind eye to it’s “brothers and sisters” 
streaming over our borders Can’t understand why this incompetent government 
allows things to become wrotten before they act

Olof Bergh on February 9, 2010, 8:38 am

If the government had structures in place to care for these children Paul Verryn’s 
help would not have been required.
This man did what the majority failed to do. He did not look the other way and say 
to himself that it was not his problem.
He tried to help and he deserves our admiration, not the criticism that seems to 
creep into the articles that are written about him.

Joe Irwin on February 9, 2010, 10:06 am

This country has a fashion of never being satisfi ed with anything that anyone does. 
There is always some degree of critism that is raised to show that ones efforts could 
have been improved. I’m most pleased with the efforts of Paul Verryn. Yes budgets 
may defl ate in efforts to deal with these children but the point is they are already 
here, and something must be done for our own country’s sake. If the Government 
wont take a quick enough stand... then Shelters such as the Central Methodist 
Church are good enough.

Zama Zulu on February 9, 2010, 10:24 am
Please do not be fooled, Paul has been rumored on numerous occasions to be 
relieving himself on the helpless and hopeless kids, for me to personally conclude 
that there’s no smoke without fi re.

our beloved anc “government” have known about these rumors since the days 
of Stompie (the boys who was allegedly killed by winnie) and till today they have 
ignored the administration of children into that church. It costs our “government” 
millions to take care of the kids of our nation and Africa at large, thus they decide 
to turn a blind eye and keep re-appointing paul to carry out his dirty business in 
exchange for his silence about what really happened to stompie, who by the way 
was also a resident of that church before he was abducted and allegedly killed by 
winnie. 
It just goes to show that this new anc “governemnt” has it’s own agenda’s top carry 
out, they seemingly have no real concerns about working together for a better 
future, it’s more like working together to enrich their pockets.

Nangamso Kwinana on February 9, 2010, 12:24 pm

Nangamso Kwinana, you should be held up for libel. Paul Verryn is not the bitter 
and vindictive person you are or he would probably have placed charges against 
you for the utter garbage you have alleged above.
Fortunately your voice is in the minority, like Village Idiot, and your yapping can’t 
stain the image of a man as committed to the day-to-day defense of human 
rights as Paul Verryn.

Jon Poole on February 9, 2010, 9:49 pm

Mail & Guardian Online: The smart news source.

comments on ‘Jo’burg church no place for Zim refugees’
JOHANNESBURG Mar 13 2009 17:54

“I think [Methodist Bishop Paul Verryn] is exposing them to more danger. We are 
not condoning what he is doing. We condemn it,” she [Mahlangu] said.
Shame on you, Dorothy!! The city has been inept, uncaring and just plane putrid 
in its response to the crises (plural) facing Zimbabweans in South Africa. They 
almost totally ignored the xenophobic attacks - in fact without the rapid response 
of churches across Gauteng the victims would have been in a really bad state.
Seeking out NGO’s to help. I guess the city and province have no money to 
help. Will we have an underspent budget or will the money line the pockets of 
ANC offi cials.
Don’t through stones when all you can build is glass houses. 

Brencis Price on March 13, 2009, 11:18 pm

Verryn once sheltered ANC members too.- Jon Low on March 14, 2009, 6:57 am

You start a fi re, throw more wood on it and then blame everyone else 
because it is hot. What a ridiculous fool she is. What would the minister like 
these refugees to do if government has removed all other options for them. They 
closed down Musina in a paranoid frenzy, where did they think they would go?

on March 14, 2009, 8:03 am

Humm an age old question? When as a christian a man comes to you asking 
for food or shelter what does one do? Does one do what the govenment asks? 
or what God compels the man to do? Beacause as i see it, the govenment has 
done little to either help the zimbabwean in his own country, or help the refugee 
in ours. I note with intrest that most of the aid, help has come from NGO’s and 
volunteers.                                           brigitta stone on March 14, 2009, 2:46 pm
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16. 2  -  a p p e n d i x    B  :    q u e s t i o n n a i r e s   /   i n t e r v i e w s

unknown
-its all about servival

unknown
i am from Malawi
the churches are good. 
i get food and clothes.
i can’t get job 

Photograph: Authors own 2010

Tshepo and Mbale
we go to church every 
sunday, there is hope 

Uknown
-these new churches are just after money
 we need a place for our children to play

question asked: What should churchesprovide in the city?

Uknown
-any opportunity  I get to keep me going

Uknown, 3 primary school children
- we need more play spaces
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*120 repondants
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