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s Truncal vagotomy and the biliary system

There is controversy about the effect of truncal vagotomy on
hepatic bile flow and composition. Fletcher and Clark (145)
reported that after truncal vagotomy there was no change 1

basal bile volume during starvation, and no effect on choles-

S terol or phospholipid concentration. However, the total bile
1 it salt concentration was 'educed. Stempel et al (146) showed that

E,Hﬂ R in vagctomized patients there was no change in bile synthesis,

but there was a sign’ficantly larger bile acid pool than in con-

trol subjects. Other authors reported similar findings (147,

= f 148) and have attributed this phenomenon to increased storage

. 3 i capacity in the gall bladder. Bile acid pool size is dependent

to a large extent on the emptying rate of the gall hladder (146,
149). Jones and Smith (150) supported the concept that truncal
vagotomy had nc efrfect on hepatic bile. During secretin stimula-

tion they found no significant d° .ference between pre- and post-

b 'i_',c‘ vagotomy bile flow, bicarbonate and chloride output.

Reports on the effect of truncal vagotomy on the gall bladder are
cenflicting, probably because cholangiography is not an adequate
;ﬁafg method of assessing ga.l bladder function. Kramhoft et al (151)
1;3?’? found no significant changes in the kinetics of the human gall
bladder, after truncal vagotomy, Other investigators reported
1 ¢ similar results (152-155). Inberg and Vuorio (154) showed that
in vagotomized patients the residual volume of the gall bladder

after emptying was greater than that in control subjects. Similar
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