


INTRODUCTION TO THE THEORY

To aid  design  an understanding  o-f the r e la t io n s h ip s  that cause  c i t i e s  

or parts  of c i t i e s  i s  needed as is  an understanding  of the r e l a t io n s h ip s  

that cause the p u b l ic  reilm  and make it  a v ital  p lace .

The theories  fo llo w .
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INTRODUCTION 1 s C IT IE S  - THE GLOBAL NEED

Before going into  d e ta il  on the network of mutual support an intro d u c tio n  

follow s  that d e a ls  with the  need for  cities ..  T h is  i s  followed  by a look 

at the c it y  as a r e s u lt  of exchange.

Wates and Knevitt  of ' Community A rch itecture  ' have the fo llo w in g  

to say on the sta te  of and need for  c i t i e s ,  and how p a r t ic ip a t io n  

can help meet that need.

" The challenge  posed by the n ecess ity  to create  human 

settlem ents i s  awesome. According to United Nation 

estim ates , one b i l l i o n  people around the world lack 

adequate s h e l t e r ,  water s u p p lie s ,  s a n it a t io n  and s e r v ic e s .

At least  100 m ill io n  are thought to be l i t e r a l l y  hom eless.

Quite  apart fi ti coping with t - decay and recent 

mismanagement of our e x is t in g  c i t i e s  there  i s  a staggering  

demand for e xp ans io n . An extra  6 00  m illio n  homes are  l i k e l y  

to be needed world wide in the next th irty - five  y e a r s ,  a 

total that w ill  amount to the creation  of 3 , 5 0 0  new c i t i e s  of 

a m illion  people . Just three  hundred such c i t i e s  c u rrently  

e x is t .  U nless  the development industry  can put i t s  house 

in order r e l a t i v e l y  q u ick ly ,  misformned, wasteful and s o c i a l l y  

d iv is iv e  human settlem ents are l ik e ly  to become the major

problem in the  twenty-first century.

Wates St Knevitt  \ 1 987  : 156  )
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Community arc h itecture  i s  developing the  spatial  in frastru ctu re  

required  -for the new ord er . It  i s  providing  a means -for 

creating  the homes, neighbourhoods and c i t i e s  in  which other 

necessary changes - xn l i f e s t y l e ,  work p atte r n s ,  transportation  

and so on - can take  p la c e .  The f a i l u r e  of the  development

industry to respond more quick ly  to s o c ie t ie s *  new needs has 

been a major factor  in the  fr u s tr a t io n  faced  by innovations  

in  other areas  and thus in the d e c lin e  of B r ita in  and many 

other ind ustrial  n a t io n s .  In th is  respect community a r c h ite c tu r e  

provides thew m issing l i n k ;  it  provides  a means for people 

to give  form to th e ir  r a p id ly  changing l iv e s  and c u l t u r e s . "

Wates Se Knevitt  ( 1987  s 156 »

10 V. of new c i t i e s  w ill  be in the developed countries  , 90  V. w ill  be 

in le ss  developed c o u n tr ie s .  The greater  need for e x p e r t is e  i s  in 

less  developed c o un tr ies . These coun tries  are  going to be hard pressed  

to meet needs of f u e l ,  food , h e a lt h ,  education  and economic advancement. 

It i s  in the public  realm that  th is  i s  or can be done. Food and fuel 

procuring and through t h is  economic advancement take p lace  in the part 

of the urban realm that is  p ublic  space designed  with economic 

advancement as i t s  in t e n t io n .  Social a c t iv it y  follo w s  hand in hand with 

economic ac tiv ity  making for well used en joy ab le  spaces in the c i t y .  The 

public  realm has a major r o le  in structu ring  the c it y .  The public  

realm structuring  dev ice  i s  based on movement systems.

The quotes above make us aware f the  need for  c i t i e s  with q u a lity  

environments, not " misformed, wasteful . . .  s o c ia l ly  d iv is i v e  human 

settlem ents The urgency for  these  in the  face  of exploding

populations i s  immense. One of the ways of ensuring  a better q u a l it y  

of c it y  environment i s  through urban d e s ig n .
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iNTRQDUCTIDN 2  s THE CITY AS A PLACE OF EXCHANGE AND THE REALMS WHERE

EXCHANGE OCCURS.

The c it y  i s  a place  of exchange 

Exchange is  o-f goods and ideas

For the exchange o-f goods the  c it y  i s  a market place

For the exchange o-f ideas  the c it y  i s  a theatre  or a hall or a c a f e ,  

p laces  where ideas  are exchanged or conveyed

C it ie s  are places  where people  come together -for economic and social  

opportunity

- Economic and social a c t iv it y  evidences  aspects  o-f urbanism

- L i f e  in c i t ie s  i s  re lated  to the interaction  and a c t i v i t y  that 

re su lts  from opportunity

- It can be economic or social  a c t i v i t y ,  with social  sp in  o f f s  from 

economic a c t iv ity  and economic spin o f f s  from social  a c t i v i t y

- In ancient Greece the Agora was the p lace  of exchange both of 

goods and ideas  and b u i ld in g s  aggregated around and in t h i s  place

- Exchange has i t s  public  and p r iv ate  s id e s .  P u b lic  exchanges occur in 

the open and priv ate  exchanges behind closed  doors

- This  introduces the physical realm. That part which houses  the 

a c t iv i t y .  Public  a c t i v i t ie s  are  housed in the p u b lic  realm .

Private  a c t i v i t ie s  are  housed in the p r iv a te  realm .

- In the urban f a b r i c ,  p ublic  realm spaces can be regarded  as  the 

V o id s , and priv ate  realm spaces as the S o l id .

- Voids are currently  in the hands of local government funded by 

taxes  from the p rivate  sector

S o l id s  are in the hands of p r iv ate  e nterp r ise  funded by p r iv a te  

c s o i t a l .



— T his  se ts  the scene , everything seems to f i t  into  place .

However i f  we look around us in  the c it y  we see ,

1. public  l i f e  as envisioned  i s  present on a small scale

■
2 .  priv ate  l i f e ,  though i n v i s i b l e ,  i s  present on a large  scale

3 .  public  property i s  present on a s c a le  that i s  not consistent  

with the degree of public  l i f e  

Evidence of a c t iv it y ,  peuple actu ally  liv in g  in the public  realm , is  

minimal,

'
Balance is  called  for in the follow ing  issues r e la t in g  to the  urban

environment,

1. balance in the b e n e f it s  of the urban environment.

2 .  balance  in the  control of the  urban environment.

3 .  a balance  in the contribution  of various p arts  of the 

environment to the economy.

As to  the question : If  so much public  space e x is t s ,  why i s  so l i t t l e  

p ub lic  l i f e  evident?

A look at Johannesburg shows very few o utside  ( void ) spaces that
-

u a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  f o r  w a l k i n g  f r o m  o n e  

t o  a n o t h e r  i e .  s t r e e t s  a n d  D a

Wnere the spaces have been designed  into  the fa b r ic  and where they 

are  located near p laces  of concentration  and along routes of high  

flow  we find  these p laces  very well used . A clim ate  such 

as ours lends i t s e l f  ' i  outdoor l iv in g .

Public  l i f e  goer beyond walking from o.ie p lace  to  another 

( except in the case  of p ublic  marches ) ,  i t  i s  about the p u b lic  

exchange of goods and ideas  ( not just  the d e l iv e r y  of them ) .
'

P laces  for these a c t i v i t ie s  should be provided in the  p ublic  

realm of the c it y .  It  i s  these places  that are  m issing  and i t  i s  

th e s j  that urban design should seek to introduce  into  the c i t y .

It  i s  also  hert’ that informal traders  f in d  th e ir  foothold  in  the  

urban economy.

Informal trade springs  up at po ints  of interchange  of transport 

mode, e s p e c ia lly  at points  where tr a in s  stop and p edestrian  

t r a f f ic  take over. These are  e s s e n t ia l ly  p ub lic  areas  where 

people meet, d is c u s s ,  buy and then move on. The major routes 

from the station  into  town become spines  along which traders  

congregate. These routes become the major r e ta il  zo nes  in the  

c it y  i e .  E lo ff  S t r e e t ,  the Major r e t a i 1 .s tre e t  in the  c it y  has  

tra in  statio ns  at each end of i t .  A route  can generate  a c i t y  p art . 

We will go on to look at routes and p atterns  of use in the c it y .

The routes when averlayed r e s u lt  in a network of use . It  i s  t h is
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