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Implementation of the Wits Open Data Vault: Pairing 
Figshare with Altmetric and Dimensions



Retrospective Research Outputs to be curated



Wits Open Data Vault: Figshare

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RDM History @Wits:
Wits Library had various storage locations for research data
E Research Unit at the Research Office also offered storage options and space
Library wanted to consolidate this service, make it transparent and easy to use for researchers
Collaboration with the Research Office and E Research to consolidate options and have clear policy and guidelines in place

Implementation of Figshare @Wits
Wits was one of the few not part of the TENET consortia offer for Figshare
We had an open access mandate and wanted a platform that would allow researchers control of their date with easy to use interface and well maintained infrastructure
Setup and configuration moved quickly and the customisations to fit our requirements were implemented (review workflows, group layout, metadata requirements)
Staff experience with Figshare was overwhelmingly positive






Wits author with highest datasets
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Wits datasets on Dimensions – 57120, 
since 1996



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wits has harvested 10000 datasets from PLOS One, and Dimensions has 57120, including 4778 from PLOS One




Metadata Enrichment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wits RDM Team works with researchers, assisting them with compliance as well as ensuring vital metadata elements are included or enriched to add exposure opportunity
SDG metadata form a core part of efforts to update and enrich datasets




SA HEIs - Publications & Datasets

SA = 560 985 

Wits = 75 220

13% of SA

Publications

SA = 95 970

Wits = 57 041

59% of SA

Datasets

Source: 2025/06/25



Wits vs. UJ: Publications, Datasets & Citations

Wits = 75 638

Publications

UJ = 44 765

Wits = 57 277

Datasets

UJ = 780,359

Wits = 652,262

Citations

Source: 2025/07/25

UJ = 45 659



Wits vs. UCT: Publications, Datasets & Citations

Wits = 75 638

Publications

UCT = 57 406

Wits = 57 277

Datasets

UCT = 2 480 168

Wits = 652,262

Citations

Source: 2025/07/25

UCT = 82 083



Wits vs. UP: Publications, Datasets & Citations

Wits = 75 638

Publications

UP = 6 653

Wits = 57 277

Datasets

UP = 1 148 695

Wits = 652,262

Citations

Source: 2025/07/25

UP = 62 297



Wits vs. other SA HEIs – 2025: SDGs Rankings
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Data is GOLD! 

Wits Open Data Vault will be launched in October 2025
                



Lazarus Matizirofa / Charl Roberts / Pfano Makhera

Researchdata.library@wits.ac.za

Thank You
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