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What is Research Data Management (RDM)?



https://libguides.wits.ac.za/ld.php?content_id=72475954



The research project cycles and the 

implications for research data at WITS







1/ Research is only as impactful as its reach. In an age of 
information abundance, ensuring your work stands out is vital. Let's 
dive into the importance of "Research Visibility and Impact."

Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 
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2/ Why does research visibility matter? Well, think about it. If your groundbreaking 
research isn't seen by others, its potential impact remains untapped. Visibility 
amplifies your work's influence.



Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 

3/ What's the first step? Building an online presence. Share your 
research on platforms like @figshare, Google Scholar, ORCID, Faculty 
webpage, etc 



Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 

4/ Your research doesn't stop at publication. The cycle continues 
with dissemination. I emphasize proactiveness in getting your 
findings out there. It's a vital step often overlooked.



Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 

5/ Visibility attracts opportunities. Whether it's collaboration, 
funding, or policy influence, being seen enhances your potential. 
Your work can make a difference if it's where decision-makers 
are looking.



Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 

6/ But it's not just about quantity. Quality matters too. Impactful 
research engages with the audience, resonates with their needs, 
and provides solutions.
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7/ So, how can you maximize research visibility and impact? 
Explore strategies, tools, and insights to elevate your research 
game.



Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 

8/ Metrics like citations are important, but they're not the whole 
story. Focus on meaningful engagement with your audience. 
Make your work relevant and accessible.



Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 

9/ "Research Visibility and Impact" are the engines that drive 
your contributions forward. Harness their power and watch your 
research transform into positive change.



10/ Researcher Branding: A New Pathway to Enhance the 
Research Visibility and Impact

Nader Ale Ebrahim, “Research Visibility and Impact” consultant. Photo created 





Strategy 



WITS Researchers 



What to do after the storm is over – after 
publishing article(s) or your dataset(s)

Benefits 

• Societal engagement 
• Citizen science, 
• Science communication
• Enhancing your metrics 



The Next-Generation Metrics Tool

Image: Delft University of Technology



Lazarus Gallant Matizirofa, Veliswa Tshetsha, Heather Thuynsma,  A conceptual framework for researcher visibility and 
impact check tool at two South African universities, Open Science Fair, 25-27 September 2023, Madrid, Spain
   



Lazarus Gallant Matizirofa & Daisy Selemetsela, Open Access repositories as an accelerator for open 
journal systems and enhancer for the SA-SDGs hub: South African perspective, Open Repositories 
OR2023: Stellenbosch University, 12 – 15 June 2023



https://www.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/edin_or_roadmap_poster_2023.pdf



find, identify, and cite research datasets

Dr Daisy Selematsela (nominated by South Africa)
Vice President, 2023-2025; Executive Committee Member 2018-2023

https://commons.datacite.org/




The Draft National Open Science Policy, which was shared by the South African government 
with stakeholders in 2022, is an encouraging step forward as it aims to promote the practice 
of open science in South Africa through a system of incentives

❑ Proposal for all publicly funded research to be published open-access



Thank you 

Lazarus Gallant Matizirofa, PhD Student: Open Science, UNISA
Associate Director: Research, Scholarly Communication, Digital Systems & Services

lazarus.matizirofa@wits.ac.za
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