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T h i s  s tu d y  ex am in es  th e  p a t t e r n  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g  in  

J o h a n n e s b u rg  be tw een  th e  y e a r s  1890 to  1920. E s s e n t i a l l y  em b ra c in g  th e  

v a r i o u s  form s o f  jm  11 m ass h o u s in g  p r o v id e  i f o r  th e  m i d d l e - c l a s s e s ,  thiree 

b ro a d  c a t e r e r i e 5  to ' i s e  ty p e s  i n c l u d i n g  i e ta c h e d  h o u s e s  - a t  th e  to p  e n d ,  

th cough  sem i-^leLichx-j to  t e r r a c e d  h o u s e s  a t  th e  low er en d  o f  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  m a rk e t ,  w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  an d  s c r u t i n i s e d .  S in c e  th e  tim e 

p e r i o d  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  w ide f o r  a s  new ly  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  f l o u r i s h i n g  town 

a s  J o h a n n e s b u rg  - ( t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  th e  w o r l d ' s  g o ld  p r o d u c t io n  

a t  th e  t i m e ) ,  and  c o v e r s  th e  S o u th  A f r i c a n  War, th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  r e s u l t i n g  

f l u c t u a t i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h ich  w ere to  inex i t a b l y  

i n t e r r u p t  a n d  a l t e r  th e  c o u r s e  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  p r a c t i c e  in  th e  r e g i o n ,  w i l l  

be e x a m in e d .  The i n t e n t i o n  tiure i s  t o  imp t  ie p r e f e r e n c e  in  d o m e s t ic  h a b i t  

b e f o r e  tn e  1899-1901 w ar,  an d  to  e x p l o r e  th e  new a n d  im posed c h a n g e s  

w ro u g h t upon the  s p e c u l a t i v e  house t h e r e a f t e r .
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' to  d e s c r i b e  a n  o b j e c t  w e l l  en o u g h  fo r  i t s  h i s t o r i c  an d  g e o g ra p h ic  
c o n n e c t i o n s  to  be a c c u r a t e l y  and  c o m p le te ly  r e v e a l e d ,  a n y  m a t e r i a l  
ob > > c t m ust be b ro k en  down i n t o  i t s  com ponen ts :  f u n d a m e n ta l ly ,  i t  w i l l  
h a ' e  fo rm , c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  u s e .  Of th e s e  b a s i c  p a r t s  the  n o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  i s  form. The t y p o l o g i c a l  a n d  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  
M a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  m ust be b a s e d  on form o n l y . . .  Any o b j e c t ' s  form can  be 
s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  p r im a ry  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ( th o s e  used  t o  d e f i n e  th e  type  
i n t o  w hich  the  exam ple  f i t s ) ,  and  s e c o n d a ry  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ( o t h e r  
a t t r i b u t e s  o f  the  form w h ich ,  though  th ey  may be c u l t u r a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a r e  n o t  o f  u se  in  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  t y p e ) .  The p r im a ry  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  u s u a l  A m erican f o lk  house  ty p e ,  fo r  exam ple ,  w ould  
be heigh*- and  f l o o r  p l a n ;  s t y l i s h  t r i m  and  a p p e n d a g e s ,  su c h  a s  p o rc h e s
a n d  a d d ’ . i o n s ,  would be s e c o n d a ry  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

'Form i s  o f  u tm o s t  im p o r ta n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  th e  m ost p e r s i s t e n t ,
th e  l e a s t  c h an g in g  o f  an  o b j e c t ' s  c o m p o n e n t s . . . '  (1 )

The s p e c u l a t i v e  house d u r in g  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  f i r s t  an d  f o r m a t iv e  y e a r s  

-b e tw e e n  1690 and  1920- was n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  to  a  few fa v o r  r e d  p a t t e r n s  t h u t  

u n d e rw en t s l i g h t  e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e f i n e m e n t .  A lth o u g h  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

h o u s in g  p a t t e r n s  were e x p l o i t e d  a l m o s t  u n c h a l le n g e d  in  th e  p e r i o d  b e f o t e  

th e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War, the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  h o s t  o f  r a d i c a l  new id e a s  

s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  r e s u l t e d  in  a l m o s t  w h o lly  new p a t t e r n s  a n d  -d u e  to  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  c l i e n t / d e v e l o p e r  a t t i t u d e s -  a l s o  in  nuny m u t a t i o n s .  W ith th e s e  

r a d i c a l  a e s t h e t i c  i n j e c t i o n s ,  the  r a p i d i t y  w i th  w hich new s p e c u l a t i v e  

p a t t e r n s  w ere  d e v i s e d  o r  amended - e i t h e r  h in g in g  a ro u n d  o r  a l l u d i n g  to  

t h e s e -  t y p i f i e s  d o m e s t ic  s p e c u l a t i o n  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .

The f a c t  t h a t  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  from a b o u t  3000 d i g g e r s  in  

t t e  o r i g i n a l  m in ing  camp to  o v e r  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  by 1914, and  t h a t  i t s  

b o u n d a r i e s  were s t r e t c h e d  to  em brace a n  e i g h t y  two s q u a re  m i le  a r e a  in  1903 

( - j u s t  17 y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  town h id  l i t t l e  

o t h e r  c l e a r  o p t io n  b u t  to  r e l y  upon p a t t e r n ,  to  f u l f i l  th e  c o n s e q u e n t
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d e ra n d  f o r  h o u s in g .

The p r im a ry  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o r  form -w h ic h  G l a s s i e  r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  

o p e n in g  q u o t a t i o n -  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  f i r s t  hiouses, r e s t e d  l a r g e l y  on l o c a l  

d o m e s t ic  p r a c t i c e  ( e v i d e n t  in  th e  s e v e r a l  d e v e lo p in g  u rb a n  c e n t r e s  in  

S o u th e rn  A f r i c a ) ,  a n d  on the  im p e tu s  o f  f o r e i g n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s o u r c e s  (m ost 

n o t a b l y  from E ngland) ( s e e  n o te  ( 2 ) ) .  As a  c o n seq u en c e  o f  t h i s ,  in  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  an  e x a m in a t io n  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  la n g u a g e  and  i t s  e f f e c t  

b o th  i n t e r n a l l y  and  e x t e r n a l l y  on house fo rm , p r e c e d e s  th e  d e t a i l e d  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e r i e s  o f  l o c a l  house p a t t e r n s .

I f  th e  form  o f  th e  h o u ses  depended  to  a  l a r g e  d e g re e  ( i n i t i a l l y )  on 

l o c a l  p r e c e d e n t ,  the  s t y l i s t i c  c o n t e n t  was more th o ro u g h ly  f l a v o u r e d  by a  

s t r o n g  c o n te m p o ra ry  a n g lo - s a x o n  i n f l u e n c e .  The s t y l i s t i c  e m b e l l ia .v n e n t  

w h ich  a d o rn e d  most s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u se s  was s u b j e c t  to  r a p i d  change and  

c a p r i c i o u s  m ix in g  - a  f a c t o r  p e r t a i n i n g  th u s  t o  th e  s e c o n d a ry  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  m e n tio n ed  by G l a s s i e .  The e a r l i e r  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

b a t t l e  o f  thie s t y l e s  a n d  the  l a t e r  s e a r c h  f o r  r e l e v a n t  e x p r e s s io n  a s  was 

d e b a te d  in  th e  f o r e ig n  s c h o o l s  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  th e o ry  was how ever, n o t  o f  

g r e a t  c o n c e rn  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg .  The m a j o r i t y  o* .  %al d e s i g n e r s  who were 

d e e p ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  m a rk e t  b e tw een  1886-1920 r a r e l y  

d i s p l a y e d  much i n s i g h t  o r  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  o r  w ere  in d e ed  w i l l i n g .  The lu x u ry  

o f  th e  tim e r e q u i r e d  t o r  c u l t i v a t i n g  a d e s ig n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l e v a n c e  a n d  

v i t a l i t y  in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  a t i g h t  econom ic d i s c i p l i n e ,  such  a s  t y p i f i e s  

s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g ,  was o b v io u s ly  a s  c o n s t r i c t i n g  th en  a s  i t  i s  now.

T ie  t im e  p e r io d  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  c o n t a i n e d  by t i e  y e a r s  1890 to  1920, 

a l t h o u g h  i t  w i l l  be found t i n t  th o se  few e x a m p le s  r e f e r r e d  to  w hich  f a l l  

o u t s i d e  t h i s  p e r io d  s t i l l  b e a r  th e  s e m a n t ic  s tam p  o f  tiie e r a .  T ie  ch o sen  

te rm in o lo g y  o u g h t  to  be c l a r i f i e d  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e :  T h a t  w hich was b u i l t  

a f t e r  1886 a n d  b e f o r e  1901 w i l l  tx? r e f e r r e d  to  a s  ' l a t e  V i c t o r i a n ' , w h ich  

i t  was in  b o th  c h a r a c t e r  and in  r e a l  t im e ,  s i n c e  the  Queen Em press r e ig n e d
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from 1837 to  1901. A lm ost a l l  o f  th e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  e x am p les  i l l u s t r a t e d  

an d  exam ined  h e r e # cfate from a f t e r  1893 —the  r e a s o n  b e in g  t h a t  m u.h  o f  the  

h o u s in g  in  J o te n n e s l iu r g  b e f o r e  t h i s  d a t e  was o f  a  te m p o ra ry  and  r u d im e n ta ry  

n a t u r e .  T t e t  w hich  i s  te rm ed 'K d w a rd ia n '  w i l l  in c lu d e  ex am p les  b u i l t  r i g h t  

up t o  1922, even  though  King Edward VII d i e d  in  1910 - a s  the  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  p o p u l a r i s e d  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  l i n g e r e d  on 

u n t i l  long  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  (a r e a d y  a n d  m a s s - a d a p ta b le  form f o r  th e  new 

•m odern ' a e s t h e t i c  b o rn  e a r l y  t h i s  c e n t u r y  b e in g  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  way o f f ) .

By th e  l a t e  t w e n t i e s  how ever, th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o m e s t ic  f r .m  e i t h e r  became 

in f u s e d  w i th  a l i e n  modern i d e a s ,  w hich  t e s  p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  

l o s s  o f  some o f  i t s  c l e a r  a e s t h e t i c  p u rp o s e  ( th e  d e s e c r a t i o n  o f  th e  

•charm ing  r u r a l  c o t t a g e ' ) ,  o r  th e  v o c a b u la r y ,  th ro u g h  r e p e a t e d  u s e ,  l o s t  

i t s  v i t a l i t y .  I t  i s  a l s o  n o t  a c c i d e n t a l  t h a t  th e  S ou th  A f r i c a n  War 

(18 9 9 -1 9 0 2 )  i s  the  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  chan g e  h e r e .  

The f a c t  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  was c o m p le te ly  su sp e n d ed  

d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  in  t h a t  i t  b roke  th e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  

rhy thm , an d  w i th  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  p eace  an d  e n s u in g  

p r o s p e r i t y ,  a l lo w e d  ' f r e s h  b l o o d '  i n t o  th e  f i e l d  -h a d  th e  uar n o t  o c c u r r e d  

i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  the  b re a k  would have been  a s  s w i f t  and  c l e a n .  (3) 

H aving b r i e f l y  a l l u d e d  to  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s e ' s  d ependence  upon 

p a t t e r n  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i c  t i n e  p e r i o d ,  th e  q u e s t i o n  a s  to  wlc th e  c l i e n t s  

were an d  how t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  were m a n i f e s t e d  w i th i n  th e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e i r  

homes, can  b e s t  be d i s c e r n e d  by e x a m in in g  t h a t  w hich c o n s t i t u t e d  and  

t h e r e f o r e  t y p i f i e d  th e  b u lk  of h o u se s  b u i l t .  W h i l s t  d e s c r i b i n g  th e  nany 

' a v e r a g e  s p e c im e n s '  i s  one o f  th e  p r i n c i p a l  b i s k s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y , th e  

a d o p t io n  o f  a b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  mass p r o v i s i o n  would c l a r i f y  t h i s  

•m id d le  g r o u n d ' .  The e x t re m e s  w i t h i n  d o m e s t ic  b u i l d i n g s  w ete  t y p i f i e d  by 

e i t h e r  l a r g e # t a i l o r  ro d e  h o u s e s  by a r c h i t e c t s  - f o r  th e  w e a l t h i e r  o r  r u l i n g  

l a s s e s -  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  beyond thte sco p e  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g , o l  by a  so
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from 1337 to  1901. A lm ost a l l  o f  th e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  ex a m p le s  i l l u s t r a t e d  

an d  exam ined  h e r e ,  d a t e  from a f t e r  1893 - t h e  r e a s o n  b e in g  t h a t  much o f  the  

h o u s in g  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  b e f o r e  t h i s  c f i te  vbs  o f  a  te m p o ra ry  and  ru d im e n ta ry  

n a t u r e .  T h a t  w h ich  i s  te rm ed  'E d w a rd ia n '  w i l l  i n c lu d e  e x a m p le s  b u i l t  r i g h t  

up to  1922, ev en  though King Edward VII d i e d  in  191V, - a s  th e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  p o p u l a r i s e d  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  h i s  r e ig n #  l i n g e r e d  on 

u n t i l  lo n g  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  (a r e a d y  an d  m a s s - a d a p ta b le  form f o r  th e  new 

'm o d e rn '  a e s t h e t i c  bo rn  e a r l y  t h i s  c e n t u r y  b e in g  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  way o f f ) .

By th e  l a t e  t w e n t i e s  how ever, th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o m e s t ic  form e i t h e r  became 

i n f u s e d  w i th  a l i e n  modern i d e a s ,  w h ich  was p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  

l o s s  o f  some o f  i t s  c l e a r  a e s t h e t i c  p u rp o s e  ( t h e  d e s e c r a t i o n  o f  th e  

'c h a rm in g  r u r a l  c o t t a g e ' ) ,  o r  tl ie  v o c a b u la r y ,  th ro u g h  r e p e a t e d  u s e ,  l o s t  

i t s  v i t a l i t y .  I t  i s  a l s o  n o t  a c c i d e n t a l  t h n t  th e  J o u th  A f r i c a n  War 

(1 8 9 9 -1 ^ 0 2 )  i s  th e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  change  h e r e .  

The f a c t  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  was c o m p le te ly  su sp e n d ed  

d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  in  t h a t  i t  b ro k e  th e  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  

rhy thm , a n d  w i th  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  p eac e  an d  e n s u in g  

p r o s p e r i t y ,  a l lo w e d  ' f r e s h  b l o o d '  i n t o  th e  f i e l d  -h a d  th e  war n o t  o c c u r r e d  

i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  th e  b r e a k  w ould  nave been  a s  s w i f t  an d  c l e a n .  (3) 

Having b r i e f l y  a l l u d e d  to  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s e ' s  d ependence  upon 

p a t t e r n  w i t h i n  a  s p e c i f i c  t im e p e r i o d ,  th e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  who th e  c l i e n t s  

were an d  how t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  w ere m a n i f e s t e d  w i t h i n  th e  f a b r i c  gl t h e i r  

homes, can  b e a t  be d i s c e r n e d  by e x a m in in g  t h a t  w hich  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  t y p i f i e d  th e  b u lk  o f  tiouscs  b u i l t .  W h i l s t  d e s c r i b i n g  th e  many 

'a v e r a g e  s p e c im e n s '  i s  one o f  th e  p r i n c i p a l  t a s k s  of t h i s  s tu d y ,  ttie 

a d o p t io n  o f  a  b ro a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  mass p r o v i s i o n  would c l a r i f y  t h i s  

'm id d le  g r o u n d ' .  The e x t r e m e s  w i t h i n  d o m e s t ic  b u i l d i n g s  w ere  t y p i f i e d  by 

e i t h e r  l a r g e ,  t a i l o r  made h o u s e s  by a r c h i t e c t s  - f o r  the  w e a l t h i e r  o r  r u l i n g  

c l a s s e s -  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  beyond th e  scope  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g ,  o r  by a  so

m
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r u d im e n ta r y  -w o rk in g  c l a s s -  l o u s i n g ,  t l o t  from a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o i n t  o f

v iew  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  h o u s in g  ty p e s  and  t h e i r  s t y l i s t i c  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  b e lo n g

to  the  mere t i m e l e s s  w o r ld  o f  b a s i c  s h e l t e r .  T h e r e f o r e  t i e  h o u s in g  to  be

exam ined h e re  b e a r s  th e  u n m is ta k a b le  s tam p  o f  t i e  m idd le  c l a s s e s .  T ie

c a t e g o r y  'm id d le  c l a s s '  how ever , i s  a  v i d e  one w hich  em b races  th e  r a n g e ,

lo w e r - m id d le , m i d d le , en d  u p p e r -m id d le  c l a s s e s  ( 4 ) ,  and  w h i l s t  th e  ho u ses

o£ Lie u r p e r - m i d d l e s  w i l l  be l a r g e l y  ’.g n o re d  ( t h i s  g ro u p  n o t  t y p i c a l l y

i n h a b i t i n g  s m l l  t c  medium s i z e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u se s  ( 5 ) )  th e  d w e l l i n g s  o f

th o s e  ev en  s l i g h t l y  below  lo w e r -m id d le  c l a s s  w i l l  be em braced  - s i n c e

o c c a s i o n a l l y  w ork ing  c l a s s  r o u s in g  c o u ld  n o t  h e l p  b u t  d i s p l a y  a  > asu re  o f

m i d d l e - c l a s s  e x c e s s ,  a s  O lsen  p o i n t s  o u t :

' . . .  no one can  e x p e c t  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  h o u s in g  t o  r e f l e c t  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  
v a l u e s  an d  a s p i r a t i o n s .  The u n s k i l l e d  c a s u a l  l a b o u r e r  to o k  w h a te v e r  he 
c o u ld  g e t .  The s k i l l e d  a r t i s a n  to d  som ew tot more freedom  to  c h o o s e , b u t  
f a r  l e s s  t t o n  th e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  i o u s e h o l d e r .  And much o f  w to t  he to d  to  
choose  from r e f l e c t e d  n o t  so  much h i s  own w is h e s  a s  th o s e  o f  th e  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  o r  r e f o r m e r .  W o r k in g - c la s s  h o u s in g  in  a 
d i s t o r t e d  b u t  u n m is ta k a b le  way r e f l e c t e d  m i d d l e - c l a s s  v a l u e s  a s  much a s  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  h o u s in g  d i d :  a t  i t s  worst, by  s t o r i n g  w to t  th e y  were 
w i l l i n g  to  t o l e r a t e ,  a t  i t s  b e s t  by s t o r i n g  th e  k in d  o f  e n v i ro n m e n t  
th e y  w ish ed  to  impose on th e  low er o r d e r s . ' (6 )

For the  m idd le  c l a s s  how ever , th e  s p e c u l a t o r  a im ed  a t  s a t i n g  th e  t r e n c h a n t

an d  l a r g e l y  p a t r i a c t o l  d e s i r e  t o  dominabe - b e i n g  r a c k e d  by i n s e c u r i t y ,  t h i s

was m a n i f e s t  by th e  d e s p e r a t e  n eed  to  im p re s s  o t h e r s :

'L o c a t i o n ,  s i z e  and  r e n t  w ere c l e a r l y  im p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e s  on th e  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  h o u s e , y e t  th e y  w ere most c e r t a i n l y  n o t  m a jo r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  To a l a r g e  d e g r e e  t i e  c h o ic e  o f  a  house was u n c o n s c io u s  
and  i r r a t i o n a l : i t  ' a p p e a l e d '  b e c a u se  i t  seemed to  g iv e  p h y s i c a l  
e x p r e s s i o n  to  a  s e t  o f  v a l u e s  w hich  th e  o c c u p i e r  f e l t  was im p o r ta n t  t o r  
him to  com m unicate  to  h i s  f a m i ly ,  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i o n s  and  s o c i e t y  a t  
l a r g e ,  b e t t e r  t t o n  any  o t h e r  sy n b o l  th e  h o u s e , c o n f e r r e d  an d  announced  
s t a t u s ,  an d  to  a c l a s s  whose f a m i l i a l  o r i g i n s  a n d  s o u r c e s  o f  wea 1 th  
m ig h t  be d u b io u s ,  s o c i a l  g o a l s  h e ld  p r im acy  o v e r  more r a t i o n a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s i z e ,  l o c a t i o n  and  c o s t . ' (7 )

A lth o u g h  th e  te rm  ' s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g '  im p l i e s  accom m oda tiona1 

p r o v i s i o n  w i th o u t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  c l i e n t ,  the  d e f i n i t i o n  h a s  been  

s t r e t c h e d  h e re  t o  in c lu d e  th e  o c c a s i o n a l  s m a l l  exam ple  t t o t  was 

co m m iss io n ed .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t t o t  w h ich  i s  b e in g  s t u d i e d  h e re  i s  the
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s n a i l  t louse o f  tie tween 1 -5  room s, in  the  p r i c e  ra n g e  o f  a p p r o x im a te ly  ',J0  

to  1400 pounds ,  w hich e i t h e r  a d h e r e d  to  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p la n n in g  and  

e l e v a t i o n a l  t r a i t s ,  o r  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  e a t a b l i s t i m e n t  o f  new 

p a t t e r n s  - i n  o th e r  w ords  th e  form s w ere e x p l o i t e d  more by th e  s p e c u l a t o r s  

than  anyone  e l s e .  And a l t h o u g h  a l t e r n a t i n g  p e r i o d s  o c c u r r e d  in  w hich  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  d r i v e  c l e a r l y  i n f l u e n c e d  th e  form o f  th e  s n a l l e r  cus tom  made 

h o u ses  and  v i c e  v e r s a ,  i t ' s  s t i l l  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  im p e tu s  t h a t  r e a l i s e d  

a s p i r a t i o n ,  q u a n t i t i v e l y .  Thus th e  term  ' s p e c u l a t i v e '  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  used  

in  a s e m a n t ic  a s  opposed  to  l i t e r a l  way.

The n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  p r e d o m in a n t ly  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  an d  a s

a l r e a d y  h i n t e d  a t ,  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  w i th  t h i  s h i f t  in  t a s t e  an d  p a t t e r n

w i th i n  th e  a m b i t  o f  m a n 's  ' c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s '  t h a t  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  v e ry

c o n s e r v a t i v e .  The use  o f  p a t t e r n  h e re  i s  a to o l  f o r  com m unica tion  a s  w e l l

a s  o b s e r v a t i o n  - a  m easure  t y p i c a l  o f  a t y p o l o g i c a l  a p p ro a c h .

'T yp o lo g y  i s  tlie e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b u i l t  fo rm s  o f  a 
s o c i e t y .  The use  o f  th e  t y p o l o g i c a l  a n a l y t i c a l  t o o l  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  b a s i c  ways c f  m a n ip u la t in g  s p a c e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to  a n y  s o c i e t y .
Such form s a r e  som etim es d e s c r i b e d  a s  ' g e n e r i c  fo rm s ' a s ,  i t  i s  a r g u e d ,  
a l l  b u i l t  form o f  a g iv e n  s o c i e t y  can be t r a c e d  b ack  to  th e s e  t y p e s . '
(8 )

A t y p o l o g i c a l  a p p ro a c h  in  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  e n q u i r y  i s  v a l u a b l e

f o r  i t s  i n t r i n s i c  d i s c i p l i n e :  i m p o r t a n t ly  i t  s y s t e m i s e s  th e  m ass o f

phyr _ a l  e v id e n c e  -a n e c e s s i t y  w rough t on a s  a way o f  ' c o p i n g '  w i th  the

s h e e r  w a l l  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o m u t i o n  - t h e  overw helm ing  ' d e n s i t y '  o f

h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  i s  so m eth in g  o f  w h ich  anybody  who h as  spa e d  th e  t im e i s

p a i n f u l l y  aw are  ( 9 ) .  The t y p o l o g i c a l  a p p ro a c h  how ever, f a r  from b e in g

n arrow -m inded  an d  d o g m a t ic ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r o v id e s  a fram ework w hich  can  be

c o n t i n u a l l y  b u i l t  upon: a two handed p r o c e s s  in  w h ich  im a g in a t io n  p l a y s  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  a l t h o u g h  i s  a lw a y s  g u a rd e d  by t a c t :

'H i s t o r y  i s  n o t  j u s t  l i k e  a c a t a l o g u e  o f  e v e n t s  p u t  in  th e  r i g h t  o r d e r  
l i k e  a  r a i l w a y  t i m e t a b l e .  H i s t o r y  i s  a v e r s i o n  o f  e v e n t s .  Between th e  
e v e n t s  an d  th e  h i s t o r i a n  th e r e  i s  a c o n s t a n t  i n t e r p l a y .  The h i s t o r i a n  
t r i e s  to  impose on e v e n t s  sone k in d  o f  r a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n :  how th e y
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happened  a n d  even  why th e y  h appened .  No h i s t o r i a n  s t a r t s  w i th  a b la n k  
mind a s  a  j u r y  i s  su p p o sed  to  d o .  He d o e s  n o t  go to  docum en ts  o r  
a r c h i v e s  w i t h  a  c h i l d l i k e  in n o c e n c e  o f  mind an d  w a i t  p a t i e n t l y  u n t i l  
th e y  d i c t a t e  c o n c l u s i o n s  to  him. Q u i te  th e  c o n t r a r y .

h i s  p i c t u r e ,  h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  e v e n t s ,  i s  formed b e f o r e  he b e g in s  to  
w r i t e  o r  ev en  to  r e s e a r c h .  I am t o l d  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  do much th e  same. 
They c o n d u c t  e x p e r im e n t s  to  c o n f i rm  t h e i r  i d e a s .  They do n o t  s i t  
openm outhed  u n t i l  a n  id e a  f a l l s  i n t o  i t . . .  C e r t a i n l y  we g u e s s .  We a r e  
w r i t i n g  to  shape  i n t o  a v e r s i o n  a  t a n g le  o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  v e s  n o t  
d e s ig n e d  a s  a  p a t t e r n . . .  When an h i s t o r i a n  i s  w ork ing  on h i s  s u b j e c t ,  
th e  e v e n t s  o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  o r  w h a te v e r  hie i s  u s in g  change  under h i s  
hand a l l  th e  tim e an d  h i s  i d e a s  a b o u t  th e s e  e v e n t s  ch an g e  w i th  them 
. . .W e  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  i n v e n t ,  th ough  we som etim es  p r a c t i s e  s l e i g h t  o f  
hand . H i s t o r y ,  j u s t  l i k e  h i s t o r i c a l  f i c t i o n ,  i s  an  e x e r c i s e  i n  c r e a t i v e  
i n a g i n a t i o n ,  though  in  o u r  c a s e  thie e x e r c i s e  i s  r e s t r a i n e d  by the  
l i m i t s  o f  o u r  k, iowl e d g e . ' (10)

The t y p o l o g i c a l  fram ework i s  one in  w h ich  more and  more p o s s i b l e  

v a r i a t i o n s  can  be g e n e r a t e d  w i t h  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  e x a m in a t io n ,  in d eed  

s t i m u l a t i n g  .<id i n c i t i n g  the  i n a g i n a t i o n  . . . t h e  means o f  a  f o o th o l d  to  

c l im b  h i g h e r .  Thus a  d e n i a l  o f  i t s  r o l e  w ou ld , a p a r t  f tom  s t u n t i n g  the 

fo rm a t io n  o f  a  b ase  upon w hich  f u t u r e  s tu d y  can  r e s t ,  c a s t s  a  d o u b t  a s  to  

th e  v a lu e  o f  p r e c e d e n t  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  And a n y  a s s u m p t io n  o a se d  

on th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  ' th e  new' i s  t O v . l l y  o r i g i n a l ,  i s  a m i s c o n c e p t i o n , a s  

e a c h  a c t i o n  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t h e r e f o r e  w ould  have to  he p e r p e t u a l l y  o f  'a  new 

w o r l d ' , u n r e l a t e d  to  a n y t h in g  in  th e  p a r t  - c l e a r l y  im p ro b ab le  -  'The t h i n g  

t h a t  h a th  b e e n ,  i t  i s  t h a t  w hich  s h a l l  b e :  an d  t h a t  w h ich  i s  done i s  t h a t  

w h ich  s h a l l  be done : an d  th e r e  i s  no new th in g  under  th e  s u n ' .

The p r i n c i p a l  ' b y - p r r d u c t '  o f  a  t y p o l o g i c a l  e n q u i r y  i s  how ever , the  

c a t a l o g u e  -  u s e f u l  f o r  many t h i n g s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o  the 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e p i s o d e s  in  w hich  p a t t e r n  was a c t i v e l y  

pu rs 'oed .  Under such  a l i g h t ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  d e r iv e d  from 

a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n  books ( p e r h a p s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by an  ' id e e  f i x e '  a n d  a 

h o s t  o f  s t y l i s t i c  v a r i a b l e s )  would c e r t a i n l y  be iiude p l a i n .

Of r e c e n t  t i n e s  th e  t y p o l o g i c a l  a p p ro a c h  h as  been  r o u n d ly  c a s t i g a t e d  

( 1 1 ) ,  the  main c r i t i c i s m  b e in g  t h u t  i t  i s  a r e d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  w hich  

e m p h a s i s e s  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  to  th e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r s .  C e r t a i n l y  in  th e
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s e n s e  t i n t  r e d u c t i v i s m  r e l a t e s  to  a  d ep en d en ce  on th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o r  

1 s p i n - o f f s '  o f  a  s o c ie ty #  w i t h o u t  lo o k in g  a t  t h a t  w h ich  sh ap ed  them, i s  o f  

d u b io u s  i n t e n t i o n .  But typo logy#  i f  s e e n  a s  a  method o f  o r d e r i n g  

in f o r m a t io n  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e d u c t iv e #  a s  i t  i n h e r e n t l y  f a c i l i t a t e s  

i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  p r e - a s s e m b le d  m a t e r i a l ,  an d  p e r m i t s  s u c c e s s i v e  l a y e r i n g  - a  

c a p a c i t y  w h ich  u l t i m a t e l y  e n h a n c e s  th e  o v e r a l l  r i c h n e s s  and  c o m p le x i ty  o f  a 

s u b j e c t .  And a s  w i th  a l l  h y p o th e s e s  i t  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a l l e n g e d ,  r e v i s e d  

and  in fo rm ed  by th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  f r e s h  m a t e r i a l .  I t  i s  a  framework f o r  

s tu d y ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s e t  o f  b l i n k e r s .  A p a r t  from t h i s ,  th e  co ndem nation  

o f  u u in g  p a t t e r n  a s  a  means o f  o b s e r v in g  r u n s  p e r i l o u s l y  c l o s e  to  

a n a e s t t e t i d i n g  t h a t  f a c u l t y  w hich  i s  tu n e d  to  s p o t t i n g  p e r i o d s  in  h i s t o r y  

i n  w h ich  p a t t e r n  may p o s s i b l y  have e x i s t e d .

Having s a i d  a l l  t h i s ,  i t  i s  n o t  th e  i n t e n t i o n  to  l e a v e  t h i s  s tu d y  a t  

form a l o n e , a s  a s p e c t s  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t  lo o k  beyond form to  t h a t  w hich  

in f l u e n c e d  i t .  However, f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  i t  c l a s s i f i e s  an d  c a t e g o r i s e s  

b u i l d i n g s  - a n d  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  a n t i - t y p o l o g i s t s ,  t h i s  i s  b e c a u se  the  

g row ing  m i d d l e - c l a s s e s ,  many o f  whom w ere by no means t o t a l l y  s u r e  o f  

th e m s e lv e s ,  h u n ted  f o r  some form o f  i d e n t i t y  w h ich  th e  p a t t e r n  p a r t i a l l y  

rem ed ied  - i n  f a c t  e x p l o i t i n g  i t  in  th e  a c t  o f  r e d u c in g  th e  w o r ld  a b o u t  them 

to  a  r e f e r e n c e  framework t h a t  Wiey c o u ld  r e a d i l y  m a n ip u la t e !
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s e r i e s  o f  p l a n s  s e c t i o n s  and  e l e v a t i o n s ?  . . . H a n y  such  t y p o l o g i e s  a r e  in  
p r i n t  . . . s u c h  s t u d i e s  th row  o u t  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y  n o i s e  th e  e s s e n t i a l  r e a l i t y  
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B A C K G R O U N D  T O  S P E C U L A T I V E  H O U S I N G

I N  J O H A N N E S B U R G

A. THE SPECULATOR -HIS RAISON D'ETRE AND PERSONALITY

The s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r ,  no m a t t e r  how e x p e d i e n t  h i s  p r a c t i s e  ma'

seem , a n s w e rs  t o ,  and p r o v i d e s  f o r ,  one o f  t i e  most b a s i c  o f  hur.an r e o d s

- t h a t  o f  s h e l t e r .  H is  t e s p o n s e  o b v io u s ly  d i f f e r s  in  ways a p y - o o r i a t e  to

h i s  t im e an d  c i r c u m s ta n c e .  In  J o h a n n e sb u rq  be tw een  1390 -1922  ho - e v e r , he

c a t e r e d  f o r  d e r a n d s  w hich  l a y  beyond th e  mere p r o v i s i o n  o f  b a s i c  s h e l t e r ,

i n t o  th e  re a lm  o f  low a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a s h i o n ;  b ie  type  lx>rne o f  im p o r ted

V i c t o r i a n  and  Edw ardian m id d le  c l a s s  h a b i t s  a n d  v a l u e s ;

1. . .  to  c o n g r e g a te  a b o u t  in  h i s  d w e l l in g  and  dorrvain a l l  th e  means o f  
d o m e s t ic  c o m fo r t ,  i s  a p ro m in e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  an  
E ng lishm an : and he t h e r e  Lays up h i s  c h i e f  r e s o u r c e s  a g a i n s t  th e  
c a r e s  o f  l i f e .  H is  home i s  th e  d e p o s i t o r y  o f  h i s  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  
p l e a s u r e s ,  th e  a n t i c i p a t e d  e n jo y m e n t  o f  w h ich  g i v e s  e n e rg y  to  h i s  
m ind , and  c h e e r s  h i s  e x e r t i o n  to w ard s  th e  a c c o m p lish m e n t  o f  h i s  
u n d e r t a k i n g s :  he e a g e r l y  em b ra ces  i t s  p l e a s u r e  and  r e p o s e  d u r in g  the  
i n t e r v a l s  w h ich  he can  s p a r e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  an d  f l i e s  t o  i t  a s  a 
welcome r e t r e a t  from the  b u s t l e  and  t o i l s  o f  l i f e ,  when d e s i r o u s  and 
p r e p a r e d  to  t r a n s f e r  them to  more y o u t h f u l  e n e r g i e s .  Thus th e  
s u i t a b l e n e s s  o f  h i s  d w e l l in g  becom es. . .  th e  m easure  o f  an  E n g l i s h m a n 's  
e n j o y m e n t . . . '  (1)

Q u i n L e s s e n t i a l l y  E n g l i s h ,  and  p e rh a p s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how w e l l  the

E n g l i s h  b o re  t h e i r  'E n g l i a h n e s u '  i n t o  f o r e ig n  t e r r i t o r y ,  th e  s e n t im e n t

c o n t a in e d  in  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n , c o u ld  w e l l  huve been  e x p r e s s e d  by  an y

e x p a t r i a t e  in  one o f  h e r  c o l o n i e s .  The e p i g r a r m n t i c  tone  o f  much o f  the

c o n te m p o ra ry  w r i t i n g  on h o u s in g  w hich  soaked  i n t o  th e  m inds o f  th e

p u b l i c ,  was f a v o u r a b ly  a c c e p t e d ,  n o t  so  much f o r  i t s  gimmick v a l u e  - t h e

Ar
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o f f e r i n g  o f  a  ' d i f f e r e n t  an d  f r e s h '  a p p r o a c h -  b u t  f o r  i t s  v e r b a l i s a t i o n  

o f  an  i n n a t e  hunvin d e s i r e , and  a h i n t  o f  a  p ro m ise  f o r  r e a l i s i n g  i t .  Once 

d e f i n e d  a n d  s p r e a d  am o n g s t  th e  w id e r  p o p u la c e ,  i t  u l t i m a t e l y  was 

m a n ip u la te d  by th e  b u i l d e r , in  th e  m u tu a l ly  b e n e f i c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  

s p e c u l a t i o n .

In  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  ( a s  in  m ost c o n te m p o ra ry  A nglo-Saxon d e v e lo p in g  

c e n t r e s  w o r ld w id e ) , h o u s in g  was in  t i e  m ain , a  p r o d u c t  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  

e n t e r p r i s e  -m o s t  c f  th e  m idd le  c l a s s  h o u s in g  b e in g  e r e c t e d  by th e  

s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  f o r  l e t t i n g  o r  s e l l i n g  w i th  th e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  

c a p i t a l  g a i n .

H ow ever, th e  two a l t e r n a t i v e ,  s u b s i d i s e d ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  fo rm s o f  

p r o v id in g  h o u s in g ,  p r a c t i s e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  E ng land  a t  th e  tim e 

( p r e d o m in a n t ly  f o r  the  w ork ing  c l a s s e s ) , wei.e c o n s i d e r e d :

1. The f i r s t ,  w hich p e r t a i n e d  to  a form o f  ' s t a f f  h o u s in g * , was 

p ro v id e d  f o r  by the  m in ing  h o u s e s  an d  on a s m a l l e r  s c a l e  s e c o n c h ry  

i n d u s t r y  [ s e e  IIGURE 1 .1 -1  and  1 . 1 - 2 ]  - a l t h o u g h ,  in  te rm s  o f  the  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  th e  t o t a l  h o u s in g  w hich  was e r e c t e d  o v e r  the  w hole o f  

the  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  a r e a ,  th o s e  e f f o r t s  w ere c o m p a r a t i v e ly  m inor ( 2 ) .

2 .  The p r o v i s i o n  o f  h o u s in g  by th e  L oca l A u t h o r i t i e s  was i n v e s t i g a t e d

b u t  was n e v e r  i n s t i t u t e d .  The m o t iv a t i o n  was c e n t r e d  a ro u n d  the

a t t e m p t  a t  s t a b i l i s i n g  th e  w h i te  (m idd le  c l a s s )  work f o r c e .

'By 1903 tiie s h o r t f a l l  o f  h o u s e s  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  p rono u n ced  f o r  
th e  members o f  the  J o h a n n e s b u rg  Housing Commission to  tie b a t e  
s e r i o u s l y  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  h o u s in g  b e in g  p ro v id e d  
by th e  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t .  A f t e r  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
h ow ev er , th e  com m ission  came to  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  ttie  s i t u a t i o n  
w ould  b e s t  be a l l e v i a t e d  th ro u g h  Uie i n i t i a t i v e  o f  ' p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e . ' (3 )

The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  was the  c o n t i n u i n g  e r e c t i o n  o f  m in in g  v i l l a g e s  

w hich  housed  m a in ly  m in in g  f a m i l i e s .

B ecause  o f  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and  sm a l l  s c a l e  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  

p h i l a n t h r o p i c  b o u s in g  d i d  n o t  . in f lu e n c e  s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e s  in  te rm s  o f

^irxT lM N iA
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t h e i r  m e c h a n ic s  o r  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  t e x t u r e s  t o  any  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e g r e e .  

How ever, p h i l a n t h r o p i c  h o u s in g  was a p t  t o  s e t  p r e c e d e n t  in  a s  f a r  a s  th e  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  new h o u s in g  ty p e s  was c o n c e rn e d .  P e rh a p s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  

a v a i l a b l e  c a p i t a l  and pow er,  many o f  th e  m in ing  h o u ses  e n t i c e d  the  

s e r v i c e s  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t s  such  a s  H e r b e r t  b a k e r  to  d e s ig n  the  

h o u ses  f o r  t h e i r  s e n i o r  and  j u n i o r  w h i te  p e r s o n n e l .  I t  i s  th u s  th e  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  ' s p e c u l a t i o n *  t h a t  have been  s t r e t c h e d  a  l i t t l e  to  em brace 

the  p o s t  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War e f f o r t s  nude by such  m in ing  g ro u p s  a s  The 

C o rn er  House, Rand M ines an d  C i t y  and Deep Gold M ining Co. In  t h i s  

r e s p e c t  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s w i t c h  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  th e  S o u th  A f r i c a n  War: many 

o f  th e  h o u se s  b u i l t  b e f o r e ,  b a r e l y  c h a l l e n g e d  d o m e s t ic  no rm s, w h i l s t  

th e se  b u i l t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  were f a r  more i n n o v a t iv e  and  became v e ry  

i n f l u e n t i a l  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d  ( t h e s e  e x am p les  w i l l  be exam ined  in  

l a t e r  c h a p t e r s ) .

T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  

b u i l d i n g  was a n y th in g  new to  th o s e  *u i t l a n d e r s *  who i n h a b i t e d  

Jo h a n n e s b u rg  betw een 1890 and  1922, a s  i t  was a  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

p r a c t i c e  in  E ngland  ( f o r  many t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n )  a s  w e l l  a s  

S o u th e rn  A f r i c a .  The p r o d u c t  o f  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  

s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  o r i g i n a t e d  in  E ng land  a ro u n d  th e  l a t e  1 7 0 0 's ,  w hich 

w i th  thie g ro w th  o f  the  m id d le  c l a s s e s ,  an d  d e s p i t e  th e  more d u b io u s  

a s p e c t s  o f  i t s  h a b i t ,  became a n  i n v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e .  Towards th e  end  o f  

V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n  i t  had become thie norm. In London fo r  e x a m p le ,  by the  

end  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  n i n e t y  n in e  p e r c e n t  o f  the  h o u s in g  

c o n s t r u c t e d  was done s p e c u l a t i v e l y  ( 4 ) .  In  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  th e  f a c t  t h a t  so  

much o f  th e  h o u s in g  was done s p e c u la  t i v e l y ,  seem s to  v e r i f y  t h a t  m ost o f  

the  l a r g e  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  A ng lo -S axons  l i v i n g  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  b e l i e v e d  i t  

t o  be a n  a c c e p t a b l e  way o f  a c h i e v i n g  a  s m a l l  to  medium s i z e d  h o u se .

Who were th e  s p e c u l a t o r s ?
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' . . . T h e  i n i t i a l  i m p u l s e . . [cam e] from somebody who b o u g h t  o r  l e a s e d  
la n d  from  one o r  s e v e r a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a m i l i e s  [ * j . I t  i s  fie who was 
u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  th e  d e v e l o p e r ,  o r  s p e c u l a t o r ,  in  th e  n a r ro w e r  s e n s e  o f  
the  w o rd .  In  e v e r y  d ev e lo p m en t  t h e r e  t a d  to  be somebody who ta d  th e  
r o a d s  l a i d  o u t . . . a n d  th e  p l o t s  p a r c e l l e d  o u t  f o r  s a l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
b u i l d e r s .  In  nany  c a s e s  t h i s  d e v e l o p e r - s p e c u l a t o r  was s im p ly  the  
e s t a t e  s u r v e y o r ; in  o t h e r  c a s e s  a  p e rso n  from o u t s i d e  took  on the  
jo b ,  o f t e n  a b u i l d e r ,  b u t  members o f  nany o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  o r  o f  no 
p r o f e s s i o n s  a t  a l l ,  w ere fo u n d .  A s u b s i d i a r y  r o l e  was p la y e d  by 
a r c h i t e c t s ,  s u r v e y o r s ,  a g e n t s  a n d  a u c t i o n e e r s ,  i f  th e y  w ere  n o t  
a c t u a l l y  a c t i n g  a s  d e v e l o p e r s .  A v e ry  im p o r ta n t  p e rs o n  in  many 
d e v e lo p m e n ts  was the  s o l i c i t o r . . . e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  p r o c u r in g  f in a n c e  f o r  
the  b u i l d e r s .  He was r e a l l y  tlie m ortgage  b r o k e r  - t h e  word m ortgage  
was c h i e f l y  u sed  f o r  b u i l d e r s '  c r e d i t -  and  h i s  i n v e s t o r s  w ere a l l  
k in d s  o f  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  - s p i n s t e r s ,  b u s in e s s m e n ,  o r  
s h o p k e e p e r s . . . '  (5 )

The moneyed i n i t i a t o r s  w ere  th u s  n o t  a lw a y s  th e  b u i l d e r s  th e m se lv e s

- a l t h o u g h  th e y  c e r t a i n l y  p la y e d  a  m a ss iv e  p a r t .  The ra n g e  s t r e t c h e d  from

o n e - o f f  s p e c u l a t o r s  ' . . . w h o  were drawn in  by t h e i r  need  to  r e a l i s e  had

d e b t s  on h a l f  c o m p le te d  h o u se s  o r  a t t r a c t e d  by tfie p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h ig h

r e t u r n s . . . '  ( 6 ) ,  an d  in c lu d e d  p e o p le  who s to o d  o u t s i d e  th e  b u i l d i n g

t r a d e ,  t o  th o se  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  whose v e ry  l i v e l i h o o d  depended  upon i t  - a n d

even  w i th  t h i s  b r e e d , th e  s p e c t ru m  o f  o p e r a t i o n  ( from a few houses  to

l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t o w n s h ip s ) , was w id e .  Those c o n t r a c t o r s  w to took  i t

upon th e m s e lv e s  to  s p e c u l a t e ,  w ere how ever, u s u a l l y  n o t  a s  s t e r e o t y p e d  a s

th e  p u r e r  s t r a i n  o f  b u s in e s sm a n :  'M ost began w i th  s k i l l s  in  a n  a s p e c t  o f

th e  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y :  th e y  m ig h t  tie b r i c k l a y e r s ,  nrasons, c a r p e n t e r s  o r

p l a s t e r e r s .  They would s t a r t  o u t  in  a s m a l l  way d o in g  su c h  work a s  they

c o u ld  a n d  s u b c o n t r a c t i n g  th e  o t h e r  t r a d e s . 1 ( 6 ) .

B. THE SPECULATOR AND THE INFLUENCES WHICH SHAPED HIS MODUS OPERANDI

An e n t e r p r i s i n g  s p i r i t  and  f i n a n c i a l  b a r k in g  ( n o t  a lw a y s  p r e s e n t ) were 

in d e e d  c r u c i a l  fou n d in g  a s s e t s ,  b u t  th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  an d  u l t i n u t e  s u c c e s s  

o f  any  v e n t u r e  a l s o  depended  on o t h e r  c r i t e r i a :  In  o r d e r  to  s t a y  

c o m m e rc ia l ly  v i a b l e  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  i n v a r i a b l y  made use  o f  an  

e x i s t i n g  house p a t t e r n  o r  c o n t r i v e d  one w hich  was a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  

co n te m p o ra ry  ro m a n t ic  1 s u b u rb a n '  t r e n d  -w h ic h  was a  com prom ise ' >etween

*



t h a t  w h ich  con te rm ed  to  h i s ,  a n d  w hat he p e r c e iv e d  to  be a p r o s p e c t i v e  

buyer s  t a s t e ,  an d  w hat m us t a p p e a r  to  be im m in e n tly  in  confo rm ance  w i th  

m i d d l e - c l a s s  s t a t u s .  The a e s t h e t i c  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th e se  c r i t e r i a ,  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  th e  c o n c e rn  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  a l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  economy, 

l e g a l  t e n u r e  an d  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w hich  shaped  th e  l e s s

w i l f u l  a s p e c t s  o f  the  h o u s e s ' f i n a l  form , w i l l  be b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d •

( i )  ECONOMIC

R isk  was an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d i n g ,  s i n c e ,  by 

d e f i n i t i o n  th e  h o u se ,  o r  row o f  h o u s e s  was b u i l t  w i th o u t  a  c l i e n t .  The 

t a c t  t h a t  th o u s a n d s  o f  pounds  was b u r i e d  in  b r i c k  and  m orta r#  m ust have 

been a  d a u n t in g  p r o s p e c t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  th e  d e v e lo p e r  was s m a l l  

o r  l a r g e  - v e r y  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  when l o s s e s  were i n c u r r e d .  C o s t  o f  

c o u r s e  v a r i e d  a c c o r d in g  to  house ty p e ,  b u t  the  r e t u r n  a l a n d l o r d  

e x p e c te d  to  r e c e i v e  on th e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  was ( i n  the  m id d le  o f  th e  

time p e r i o d  u n d e r  s tu d y )  13%, o f  w hich 3% r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  c o s t  o f  

M u n ic ip a l  r a t e s ,  w a te r  e t c .  and  10% r e p a i r s ,  d e p r e c i a t i o n  an d  h i s  own 

p r o f i t  ( 7 ) .  A lthough  r e n t e d  h o u s in g  was th e  norm in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  b e f o r e  

the S o u th  A f r i c a n  War, a  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e d u c t i o n  c a u s e d  by an  i n c r e a s e  in  

p r i v a t e l y  owned accom m odation  b r o u g h t  th e  am ount o f  r e n t e d  h o u s in g  down 

to  60.53% ( o f  t o t a l  h o u s in g  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg )  in  1918, and  th en  to  

65.13% in  1921 ( 8 ) .  I t  was f e l t  how ever, t h a t  th e  demands o f  the  

l a n d l o r d s  was r a t h e r  h ig h :

' . . . t h a t  f o r  t h r e e -  or fo u r - ro o m ed  h o u se s  in  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  in  th o s e  
s u b u rb s  w hich a r e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e ,  i . e .  w i t h i n  th e  d i s t a n c e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by a  o n e - a n d - a - l a l f  d .  tram  f a r e ,  from the  c e n t r e  o f  
the  town o r  com the  m in e s ,  th e  u s u a l  r e n t  i s  now from 5 pounds to
6 pounds  pe r  month. H ouses  in  U k? a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  o b t a i n a b l e  a t  su c h  
a r e n t a l  would n o t  be o f  the  m ost modern ty p e ,  an d  would u s u a l l y  be 
w i th o u t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  an d  h o t  w a te r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  In  some 
s u b u r b s ,  w hich a r e  so  n e a r  th e  m ines  a s  to  be a f f e c t e d  by th e  
dumps, t h  r e n t  fo r  s i m i l a r  h o u se s  a r e  a s  low a s  4 pounds p e r  
m onth. These r e n t a l s  i n c lu d e  c h a r g e s  f o r  w a te r  a n d  s a n i t a r y  f e e s ,  
i h r e e  ot fo u r- ro o m ed  h o u s e s  o f  a  more modern ty p e  c o s t  from 7 
pounds to  8 pounds p e r  month in  th e  i n n e r  s u b u r b s ,  and  5 pounds to
7 pounds  in  th e  o u t e r  s u b u r b s ,  where th e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  o f  tram

*



f a r e s  t e n d s  t o  re d u c e  r e n t s .
. . . T h e  r e n t a l s  above  s t a t e d  show t h a t  house r e n t  i s  s t i l l  the  

m ost f o r m id a b le  f a c t o r  in  m a in t a i n in g  th e  h ig h  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  on 
the  R and ; and  t h a t  nuny men e a r n i n g  wages o f  25 pounds t o  30 pounds 
p e r  m onth; who a r e  n o t  housed  by t h e i r  e m p lo y e r s ;  m ust spend  a s  
much a s  a  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e i r  w ages in  house r e n t .  In  thie c a s e  o f  men 
e a r n i n g  wages a t  a  lo w er  r a t e  thie p r o p o r t i o n  s p e n t  in  r e n t  i s  o f t e n  
much h i g h e r . ' (9 )

In  th e  l i g h t  o f  b u i l d i n g  c o s t s  how ever, i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  the  

c o s t  o f  p r o v id in g  h o u s in g  in  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  a  few y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  S o u th  

A f r ic a n  War was c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  e x p e n s iv e  th a n  j u s t  b e f o r e ,  d ro p p in g  

on a v e r a g e  a s  much a s  24.5% tie tween 1896 an d  1911 (1 0 ) .  ho w ev er , once 

the  h ig h  r i s k  a r i s i n g  from thie u n c e r t a i n  g o ld  y i e l d  and  p o l i t i c a l  

i n s t a b i l i t y  had l e s s e n e d ,  J o h a n n e s b u rg  e n jo y e d  r e l a t i v e l y  low b u i l d i n g  

c o s t s  com pared to  thie r e s t  o f  S o u th e rn  A f r i c a  ( 1 1 ) .  A f te r  th e  w ar ,  

p r i c e s  f o r  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  had to  be in c lu d e d  on th e  m u n ic ip a l  

a p p r o v a l / s u b m is s io n  form , and  i t  i s  from th e s e  t h e t  s h i f t s  in  c o s t i n g  

can  be d e t e c t e d  ( a l t h o u g h ,  a l a s ,  l i t t l e  r e c o r d  o f  c o s t  b e f o t e  1899 i s  

in  e v id e n c e  on th e s e  f o r m s ) .  The f i g u r e s  r e v e a l  a  f a i r l y  s h a r p  d e c r e a s e  

in  p r i c i n g  to w ard s  the  en d  o f  1906, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  d e ta c h e d  h o u s in g  

( a v e ra g e  f i g u r e s  g iv e n ) :

1902-1906 1906-1921

D etached  h o u se s :

s i n g l e  s t o r e y  -  1104 pounds  777 p o u n d s [* ]

d o u b le  s t o r e y  -  1423 pounds 1280 pounds

S e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u se s :

s i n g l e  s t o r e y  -  1083 pounds  960 pounds

[* ]  F i g u r e s  s u b m i t te d  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  th e  R e p o r t  o f  th e  Sm all 

H o ld in g s  Commission ( T r a n s v a a l )  1912 h>y M e s s r s .  H .Baker an d  F lem ing 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  p r i c e s  o f  s e v e r a l  ' a v e r a g e '  d e ta c h e d  c o t t a g e s  c a r r i e d  

o u t  u n d e r  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s i o n  w ere  b u i l t  f o r  be tw een  350-510 pounds ( 1 2 ) .

.  r , ____ /X _  I - .
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In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t e m s  su ch  a s  th e  A r c h i t e c t ' s  Fee (24 pounds 1 5 s .  6 d . ) ,  

s u p p ly  o f  e l e c t r i "  c u r r e n t  (29 pounds 0 s .  7 d . ) ,  w a te r  s u p p ly  (17 pounds 

1 7 s .  3 d . )  and  g round  (a v e ra g e  20 pounds) b r in g  th e  p r i c e s  up to  a b o u t  

441-591 pounds o r  8 - 9 s .  a  f o o t .  The p r i c e  o f  the  g round  r e p r e s e n t e d  

h e re  i s  low b e c a u se  th e  a r e a  b e in g  r e f e r r e d  to  was some d i s t a n c e  from 

th e  town c e n t r e  and  was p a r t i a l J y  s u b s i d i s e d  (The H i l l )  -  p r i c e s  in  

a r e a s  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  ra n g e d  from 70 pounds  (B e z u id e n h o u t  Va . l e y )  to  

120 pounds (K e n s in g to n )  -1 9 1 3  f i g u r e s  ( 1 3 ) .

The p o p u la t i o n  g row th  o v e r  t h i s  pe ro d  was c o n s i d e r a b l e , r i s i n g  from

a p p ro x i im  t e l y  155 642 in  1904 to  237 022 in  1911, and  to  360 000 on the

W itw a te r s ra n d  in  1921. The s h e e r  q u a n t i t y  o f  h o u s in g  b u i l t  in  o r d e r  to

cope w i t h  demand c l e a r l y  m ust lu v e  had a n  e f f e c t  on t i e  p r i c e  r e d u c t i o n

- c e r t a i n  s t r e a m l i n i n g  in  t h i s  s e c t o r  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y

i n e v i t a b l y  o c c u r r i n g .  W ith  f i r m e r  and  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  in

com m unica tion  l i n k s ,  th e  h ig h  m a t e r i a l  c o s t s  ( l i n k e d  to

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) , an d  the  f a r  s im p l e r  house  forms (and  c o n s e q u e n t ly

t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ) t h i t  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  th e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War, t, u a t l y

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  c o s t  d e c r e a s e .  A lso  g r a d i u l  s h i f t  in  th e

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  money s p e n t  in  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  house o c c u r r e d  o v e r

t h i s  p e r i o d ,  can  p a r t l y  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  r i s e  o f  the  i n d u s t r i a l

d e s i g n e r  an d  h i s  ex p an d in g  a r r a y  o f  d o m e s t ic  c o n v e n ie n c e s :

'A n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  h o u s e - b u i l d in g  a t  t h i s  t im e  was th e  i n c r e a s e  
o f  th e  s e r v i c e s  o r  f i t t i n g s  demanded by th e  p u r c h a s e r ,  w h ich  had 
th e  e f f e c t  o f  r e d u c in g  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t o t a l  c o s t  w hich c o u ld  be 
g iv e n  to  th e  h i s i c  f a b r i c .  In  th e  | « s t ,  houses  had n o t  been  much 
. . r e  th an  s h e i l a  c o n t a i n i n g  windows an d  f i r e p l a c e s ,  b u t  h av in g  
a lm o s t  no o t h e r  e q u ip m en t fo r  h e a t i n g ,  l i g h t i n g ,  w ash ing  o r  
c o o k i n g . . .The house was i n c r e a s i n g l y  becom ing a s h e l l  to  c o n t a i n  a  
ra n g e  o f  c o m p l ic a te d  s e r v i c e s  - w a t e r ,  d r a i n s ,  g a s ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
h e a t in g  an d  l i g h t i n g  sy s te m s  an d  so  on -w h ic h ,  some a r c h i t e c t s  
hoped an d  b e l i e v e d ,  would u l t i m a t e l y  t r a n s f o r m  i t  i n t o  'a  m achine 
f o r  l i v i n g  i n . 11 (14)

In  c o m te r in g  p r i c e s  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  th e  S o u th  A f r i c a n  War i t  o u g h t  to  

be rem em bered , t h a t  in  th e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r io d  v e r y  l i t t l e

*
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' s p e c u l a t i v e *  h o u s in g  was e r e c t e d  on f r e e h o l d  p r o p e r t y  and  th u s  d i d  n o t  

i n c lu d e  th e  l a n d  p r i c e .  T n i s  f u r t h e r  w id en s  th e  g ap  be tw een  th e  two, 

and  s e r v e s  to  c o n f i rm  th e  more m o d e ra te  house  p r i c e s  in  th e  Edw ardian  

e r a .

( i i )  LEGAL

I n i t i a l l y  un d er  the  'G o ld  Law' i n s t a t e d  by th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  th e  

Z .A .R . in  P r e t o r i a ,  m in in g  camps c o u ld  o n ly  be t e m p o r a r i l y  o c c u p ie d  and  

were to  rem a in  in  the  p o s s e s s io n  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  ow ner,  a l t h o u g h  w i tn  

th e  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  in  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  the  s u b s e q u e n t  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  an  

in fo rm a l  com munity, t h i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  h id  to  be a l t e r e d .  Even w i th  t h i s  

c h a n g e ,  th e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  l e a s e h o l d  ( o f  w hich  t h i s  law was r e a l l y  o n ly  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i n g e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n )  vr me a r e a s  n e v e r  c o m p le te ly

r e l i n q u i s h e d  - r e s p i t e  th e  i n t e n t i o n  to  . * b l a n k e t  governm en t and

p r i v a t e  ( f a m i lv )  l e g a l  c o n t r o l ,  and  a l lo w  f o r  th e  n  ht o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

te n u re  - t h e  o p t i o n s  fo r  th o s e  h o ld in g  la n d  w ere cx her i t e l y  k e p t  o p en ,  

in  th e  hope o f  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t s .

A lm ost e v e r y  tow nsh ip  w hich  c o m p r i s e s  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  h as  a d i f f e r e n t  

h i s t o r y ,  and  a s  to  w h e th e r  i t  was p r i v a t e l y  owned, governm en t owned o r  

a c o m b in a t io n  o f  b o th ,  o r  in d e e d  i f  i t  were o c c u p ie d  un d er  l e a s e h o l d  

( lo n g  (99 y e a r s )  o r  s h o r t  te rm  (15 y e a r s ) ,  f r e e h o l d  o r  a g a i n  a 

c o m b in a t io n  o f  b o th ,  v a r i e s  -e v e n  to  the  p r e s e n t  d a y .  The s t r r y  o f  

J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and  g ro w th  w i th  r e g a r d  to  t h i s  a s p e c t  h as  

been docum ented e l s e w h e re  an d  w i l l  n o t  be r e s t a t e d  h e re  ( I d ) .

However, in  v e ry  b ro ad  te rm s ,  m ost o f  ttie l a n d  w hich  was d e v e lo p e d  

s p e c u l a t i v e l y  b e f o r e  the  S o u th  A f r i c a n  War was done so  u n d e r  some form 

o f  l e a s e h o l d  a g re e m e n t .  ( I t  o u g h t  t o  be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h i s  p e r t a i n s  

m a in ly  t o  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g  -a n d  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  th e  d w e l l i n g s  o f  

the  beau  monde). A f te r  th e  S o u th  A f r i c a n  War, a s h i f t  tow ard  f r e e h o l d  

was e n c o u ra g e d .  W ith r e l a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  th e



r e g i o n ,  t i e  f l o u r i s h i n g  o f  th e  B u i ld in g  S o c ie ty  (w hich  h= d been  a ro u n d  

b e f o r e  th e  w a r ,  b u t  had s u f f e r e d  a b s e n c e  o f  c u s to m e r  c o n f i d e n c e ) , was 

i n t i n e t e l y  l i n k e d  to  governm en t i n i t i a t i v e  ( s e e  R e p o r t  o f  the  T r a n s v a a l  

L e a se h o ld  Commission ( 1 5 ) ) .  Very b r i e f l y ,  th e  e f f e c t  on th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  

h o u s in g  r ru rk e t ,  was a  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n c r e a s e  in  d e t a c h e d  h o u s in g  (an 

a t t e m p t  a t  r e a l i s i n g  th e  a s p i r a t i o n  f o r  s p a c io u s  and  g r a c i o u s  l i v i n g ) ,  

and  a  d ro p  o f f  in  t e r r a c e  an d  ev en  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  h o u s e s .  The l a n d l o r d  

(who was g e n e r a l l y  a su b ,  o r  ev en  a  s u b - s u b  l e s s o r )  was g r a d u a l l y  

o u s t e d .

( i i i )  LOCAL AUTHORITY

Few would d i s p u t e  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  b o c ,  in  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a h a p h a z a rd  

a s s e m b ly  o f  a m b i t i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  l i t t l e  e l s e  o t h e r  th an  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e s  o f  w e l l  b e i n g .  As was tlie d u ty  o f  the  

governm ent o f  the  r e g i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were s e n t  o u t  to  p e r fo rm  t h i s  

t a s k ,  a l t h o u g h  o v e r  tim e s e v e r a l  r e p la c e m e n t  b o o i e s ,  made n e c e s s a r y  by 

e i t h e r  e x c e s s i v e  g row th  o r  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e  o c c u r r e d .  I n i t i a l l y  

the  g o v e rn m e n ta l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was a  f i e l d  c o r n e t  from H e id e lb u rg ,  who 

was soon r e p l a c e d  by a m in ing  co m m iss io n e r  and  'D e l v e r s  C c s i t e ' .  By 

November 1887, c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  camp was p la c e d  in  th e  hands o f  th e  

'G e z o n h e id s  C o m ite ' .  In  1897 w hat was known to  tie? u i t l a n d e r s  a s  the  

'S a n i t a r y  C o irm it tee '  was r e p l a c e d  by a  s h o r t  l i v e d  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  

im p o te n t  Z .A .R . nom ina ted  town C o u n c i l  and  B u r g e r m e e s te r ,  a move t h a t  

r a i s e d  J o h a n n e sb u rg  to  a  ' tow n' s t a t u s .  T h i s  in  t u r n  was r e p l a c e d  by a  

m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y  in  1899 ( a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  tlx? S o u th  A f r ic a n  W ar) ,  

a n s w e ra b le  t o ,  and  ta k in g  o r d e r s  from th e  T r a n s v a a l  R e p u b l ic  Government 

b a sed  in  P r e t o r i a  - t h u s  hav ing  l i t t l e  o r  no a c t u a l  ( p o l i t i c a l ) ,  

in d e p e n d e n t  a u t h o r i t y .  A f t e r  th e  war th e  town was g iv e n  a  nom inated

Ml
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m u n ic ip a l  c o u n c i l  by th e  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w hich  was 

r e p l a c e d  by an  e l e c t e d  body in  1903. Once e s t u b l i s t i e d  i t  was to  

e x e r c i s e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  au tonom ous pow ers  in  the  r u n n in g  o f  i t s  a f f a i r s .

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and  p o l i c i n g  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s  was p re d o m in a n t ly  a  p a r t  o f  th e  d u t i e s  o f  th e  con  tem p o ra ry  

g o v e rn in g  body. However, in  a few o f  th e  more e x c l u s i v e  to w n s h ip s ,  m ost 

n o t a b l y  D o o rn fo n te in  a n d  J e p p e s to w n , 1 i n - h o u s e ' r e g u l a t i o n s  e x i s t e d ,  

t h a t  w ere  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  the  o r d i n a r y  g o v e rn m e n ta l  b y - la w s .  W hether 

th e y  w ere s c r u t i n i s e d  f i r s t  an d  g iv e n  o f f i c i a l  s a n c t i o n  by the  

a u t h o r i t i e s  seem s p r o b a b l e , a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .  The 

id e a  o f  t h i s  was to  e n t i c e  p r o s p e c t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w i th  th e  a s s u r a n c e  

t h a t  th e  a r e a  was 1 in d ep en d en t*  o f  a t  l e a s t  some w j t u t o r y  i n t e r f e .  .ce 

—a f a c t o r  w hich  would hove b es to w ed  an  e l e m e n t  o f  e x c l u s i v e n e s s  on the  

a r e a .  The p r i v i l e g e  was u n f o r t u n a t e l y  s h o r t  l i v e d ,  a s  Jep p es to w n  came 

under  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  p r i n c i p a l  a u t h o r i t y  in  1889 (o n ly  a  y e a r  

a f t e r  i t s  p ro c  la  n o t i o n ) ,  and  D o o rn fo n te in  (w hich  s u r v iv e d  a  l i t t l e  

l o n g e r )  in  1897. A v e s t i g e  o f  e x c l u s i v e n e s s  re m a in e d  how w i th  the

i n c l u s i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  i n t o  th e  l e a s e  o r  f r e e  .d a g re e m e n ts ;  

w hich  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e d  o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t  c e r t a i n  minimum s t a n d a r d s  o f  

house c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and  c u r t a i l e d  th e  u se  o f  p r e m is e s  f o r  com m ercia l 

p u r p o s e s ,  f o r b id d i n g  p e o p le  ' o f  c o l o u r ' to  own p r o p e r t y  o r  r e s i d e  ( f o r  

the  e x c e p t io n  o f  s e r v a n t s )  in  th e  a r e a .  I n s t a n c e s  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  

by-.n v< 3  were n o t  v e ry  common, a l t h o u g h  th e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  ( o r  

c o v e n a n t s ) o c c u r r e d  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  ev en  when thie to w n sh ip  b id  been 

s u b j e c t  to  th e  law s o f  th e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  Tha 

f i r s t  s ig n  o f  fo rm al r e g u l a t i o n  was encom passed  in  th e  m andate o f  the  

•G ezonhe ids  C o m ite ' ( t h e  'G e z o n h e id s  R e g u la te n  voor J o h a n n e s b u rg '  o f  26 

November 1 8 8 7 ) .  A lth o u g h  c o m p r i s in g  a  mere 32 i t e m s  (and  o n ly  s i x  

p a g e s ) ,  i t  em braced  a w ide ra n g e  o f  c i v i c  law from th e  c r e a t i o n  and

I



s i t i n g  o f  c e m e t r i e s  to  m e rc h a n d is in g  - t l i e  ' b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s '  formed 

o n ly  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  i t .  An e x c l u s i v e  a n d  s l i g h t l y  more co m p re h en s iv e  

s e t  o f  b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  was b ro u g h t  o u t  in  A ugust 1891 which 

c o n t a in e d  45 c l a u s e s ,  an d  in c lu d e d  i te m s  r e l a t i n g  to  d raw in g  su b m is s io n  

f o r  a p p ro v a l  s t r u c t u r e , f i r e  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  s i t e  c o v e r a g e , and  l i g h t  and  

v e n t i l a t i o n .  T h i s  was u p d a te d  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a u s e s  in  1896. 

Many s u p p le m e n ts  w ere b r o u g h t  o u t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  f o r  exam ple  the  

r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  E l e c t r i c a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

B u i ld in g  l e g i s l a t i o n  can  th u s  be s a i d  t o  have o c c u r r e d  on two

l e v e l s :  F i r s t l y  th e  s e l f  im posed r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a  company o r  f a m i ly ,

who w ish e d  to  m a in ta in  a  minimum ' s o c i a l ' s t a n d a r d  - t h e  e f f e c t  o f  w hich

t a c i t l y  d e te rm in e d  th e  c l a s s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ;  and  s e c o n d ly  th e

laws r e l a t i n g  to  minimum ' h e a l t h '  s t a n d a r d s  e n f o r c e d  by th e  l o c a l

a u t h o r i t i e s  - a l t h o u g h  o b v io u s ly  th e  fo rm er had to  em brace th e s e  a s

w e l l .  Both  .impulses h id  p r e c e d e n t  in  E n g lan d ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  l a t t e r  was a

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a  p e r i o d  o f  s o c i a l  c o n c e rn  when th e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  th e

b y - la w s  was an  a lm o s t  n a t u r a l  c o n seq u en c e  o f  th e  b r o a d e r  p o l i t i c a l  ' the

a l l  may b e n e f i t '  e t h i c . . .

'The p u rp o se  o f  th e  c o v e n a n ts  an d  a g re e m e n ts  was to  c o n t r o l  the  
b u i l d e r ,  b u t  i t  wns up to  th e  g ro u n d  l a n d l o r d  o r  the  d e v e lo p e r  
w h e th e r  th e y  w an ted  to  do s o .  Now th e  b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  would 
c o n t r o l  th e  s p e c u l a t o r s  and  l a n d l o r d s  a s  w e l l .  From th e  1830s 
onw ards  t h e r e  had been  a trem endous  c o n c e rn  f o r  the  h e a l t h  o f  th e  
p o o r ,  b u t t r e s s e d  by s c i e n t i f i c  r e p o r t s .  I t s  r a i n  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a p a r t  
from th e  shame an d  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  was tlie s im p le  r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  
c o n t a g io u s  d i s e a s e s  d id  n o t  r e s p e c t  c l a s s  b a r r i e r s .  The e n s u in g  
demand f o r  tied 1 thy  h o u ses  f o r  a l l  - o n l y  one a s p e c t  o f  a  l a r g e r  
h e a l t h  movement- can  th u s  be s e e n  in  th e  same l i g h t  a s  th e  e a r l i e .  
d e r a n d s  f o r  th e  f i r e - p r o o f i n g  o f  a l l  h o u s e s . . .T h e  b y e law s  m eant f o r  
th e  l o w e r - c l a s s  house  w h i t  th e  c o v e n a n ts  t e d  m ean t f o r  the  
b e t t e r - c l a s s  h o u s e . '  ( l b )

^ t i s  p e rh a p s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  th e  'G e zo n h e id  Commite' was

th e  r e s p o n s i b l e  body f o r  c h e c k in g  t h a t  th e  b y - la w s  p e r t a i n i n g  to

b u i l d i n g  were p r o p e r l y  o b s e r v e d .

A



( i v )  AESTHETICS

d . ) A e s t h e t i c s  a s  pawn -Thie b u s i n e s s  <jaine and  c o m p e t i t i o n .

The s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  was p r i m a r i l y  a  b u s in e s sm a n  and  the  

n a t u r e  o f  h i s  b u s i n e s s  was to  b u i l d  f o r  p r o f i t .  The h u m a n i ta r i a n  

r e s p o n s e  to  the  w ent o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  ( t i e  'n e e d '  in  t h i s  

c o n t e x t  b e in g  i n s u f f i c i e n t  h o u s i n g ) ,  was n o t  th e  p rim e m o t iv a to r  

- t h e  'n e e d '  was m e re ly  e x p l o i t e d  by th e  s p e c u l a t o r  f o r  p e r s o n a l  

o a i n .  To th e  s p e c u l a t o r , to  p ro d u ce  a s a l e a b l e  i tem  v e s  to  a c h i e v e  

h i s  p r im ary  o b j e c t i v e .  The w hole a c t i v i t y  w a s n ' t  even  n e c e s s a r i l y  

c e n t e r e d  a ro u n d  p ro d u c in g  so m e th in g  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  a e s t h e t i c  

d e s i r a b i l i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  in  m ost c a s e s  t h i s  a s p e c t  was i n t e r g r a l l y  

r e l a t e d  to  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  m echanism . A lth o u g h  th e r e  were a few 

l a p s e s  in  h o u s in g  demand (w hich  te n d e d  to  c o i n c i d e  w i th  econom ic 

s lum ps  e x p e r i e n c e d  on th e  H and ),  be tw een  1890 and  1922, Jo h a n n e s b u rg  

was g row ing  a t  a  s t e a d y  enough  r a t e  to  have s u p p o r te d  many 

s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r s .  In  one sen  tie t h e r e f o r e ,  b e c a u se  the  m arke t 

a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d ,  th e  s p e c u la  t o r  d i d n ' t  need  to  j u s t i f y  h i s  e x i s t e n c e  

o r  ' c r e a t e '  a p u b l i c  d ep en d e n cy .  However# th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was a 

f i e r c e l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  f i e l d ,  to  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  l e s s e n e d  a lm o s t  

c e r t a i n  com placency  an d  was p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b i l e  f o r :

1) the  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  in  t i e  d e s i g n s  w hich c h a r a c t e r i s e d  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  h o us ing  o f  the  t im e ;  and

2) the  ch an g e  o r  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  tlie house u n d e rw en t .

Of c o u r s e  Uie p r o c e s s  o f  g a i n in g  ' t h e  upper h i n d '  was l i n k e d  to  

p u b l i c  t a s t e ,  and  to  s m e l l  t h i s  o u t  was a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  the  

s p e c u l a t o r ' t ,  j o b ,  ' . . . t h e  b u i l d e r  h»d to  p r e d i c t  the  n e e d s  an d  th e  

t a s t e s  o f  th o s e  who w ere  to  r e n t  o r  to  buy h i s  h o u s e s .  On h i s  

s u c c e s s  in  d o in g  t h i s  depended  h i s  com m erc ia l  v i a b i l i t y . 1 ( 1 7 ) .

b . ) A e s t h e t i c  c o n s u l t a n t s .

The 'S o u th  A f r ic a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t s  an d  E n g i n e e r s '  was

* I  v.rxr-t. ^
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formed in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  i n  x892, v e ry  much in  tite shadow o f  the  m a jo r

c o n f l i c t  w hich  r a g e d  in  E ngland  be tween th o s e  who w an ted  to  make

a r c h i t e c t u r e  a  p r o f e s s i o n  to  1 ra n k  w i th  law o r  m e d ic in e  an d  th o se

who saw i t  a s  an  a r t  form w i th  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n . . . '  (1 8 ) ,  an d

w hich  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  H .I .B .A .  w in n in g  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l

s t r u c t u r e  an d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s te m .  D e s p i te  tlie p r o t e c t e d  t i t l e  a n a

m easure  o f  i n t e g r i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  su p p o se d ly

a t t e n d e d  i t ,  a r c h i t e c t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a s  much in  s p e c u l a t i v e

d e v e lo p m e n ts  a s  e v e r .  T h i s  c o n f i rm e d  th o s e  opposed  to  t i e  m o t io n s '

w o r s t  s u s p i c i o n ; th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  a r t i s t i c  i n t e g r i t y  ( a f f o r d e d  by

l e g a l  s a n c t i o n )  f a v o u r in g  th o s e  o f  mere t i t l e .  The door was open to

an  e r o s i o n  >f A r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y :

'The a r c h i t e c t  and  c r a f t s m a n  w ere now i r r e v o c a b l y  d iv o r c e d  from 
one a n o t h e r ;  and  in  an  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  th e  c r a f t s m a n  was 
r e p l a c e d  by the  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r , who became a d o m in an t  f i g u r e  
in  the  p r o f e s s i o n  - o n e , m o re o v e r# whose o n ly  i n t e r e s t  v a s  
f i n a n c i a l . . . F o r  in  a  com m erc ia l  s o c i e t y  i t  was n a t u r a l  t h a t  ' the  
c l i e n t '  ( a s  the  p a t r o n  had now s i g n i f i c a n t l y  come to  be c a l l e d )  
- g e n e r a l l y  an  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  o r  t r a d e s m a n , who w i th  r a r e  
e x c e p t i o n s  was d e v o id  o f  b o th  t a s t e  an d  f e e l i n g  - s h o u l d  want 
v a lu e  f o r  money and  s h o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  i n s i s t  or. e v id e n c e  o f  h i s  
a r c h i t e c t ' s  a b i l i t y . ' (19)

The a r c h i t e c t  a l lo w e d  h im s e l f  to  become t r e a t e d  a s  an  ' i d e a s  t a n k '

- a  s l i g h t l y  more u p - t o - d a t e  s o u r c e  f o r  th e  s p e c u l a t o r  th a n  the  w e l l  

worn p a t t e r n  book. Ttie use  o f  th e  a r c h i t e c t  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d  

a s  th e  a e s t h e t i c  c o n s u l t a n t ,  ap[x>ars to  h iv e  been  more common th a n  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  th o u g h t  ( 2 0 ) .  A lth o u g h  th e  s p e c u l a t o r  nviy have a s  an  

a l t e r n a t i v e  r e l i e d  on a s u rv e y o r  o r  in d e e d  p roduced  th e  d e s ig n  f o r  a  

house h im s e l f ,  th e s e  e f f o r t s  a l m o s t  a lw a y s  a t t a i n e d  to  d u p l i c a t e  

even  the  low c r e a t i v e  r e a c h e s  o f  the  ' p r o f e s s i o n a l s ' . Tlte m a j o r i t y  

o f  th e  d e s ig n  work ( o r  more a c c u r a t e l y  th e  d ra w in g )  was c a r r i e d  o u t  

by p e o p le  o f  l i t t l e  ' a r t i s t i c '  b ack g ro u n d  wfio w ere  a t  l e a s t  

a f f i l i a t e d  to  the  ' p r o f e s s i o n '  an d  in c lu d e d  p e o p le  su c h  a s

*
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d rau g h tsm en  an d  a p p r e n t i c e s .  The f a c t  tha t,  th e  c e n s u s  o f  1896 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere 87 a r c h i t e c t s  an d  31 d rau g h tsm en  and  the  

1911 c e n s u s  171 a r c h i t e c t s  and  147 d ra u g h tsm e n ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  

r e c o g n i s e d  a i e  to  th e  d e s ig n  p r o f e s s i o n  was a  g row ing  body . I t  i s  

o f t e n  rem arked  t h a t  th e  b u i l d e r s  and  d e v e l o p e r s  w ere  c l o s e r  to  t h e i r  

p r o s p e c t i v e  house p u r c h a s e r s  th a n  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  f o r  th e y  were 

( a lo n g  w i th  th e  c l i e n t s )  a  p a r t  o f  th e  u n t r a i n e d  a n d  unknowing mass 

( 2 1 ) .  T h i s  may be t r u e ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  r e n d e r  t h e i r  e f f o r t  an y  l e s s  

s h a l l o w  o r  u n f i t .  P e rh a p s  o n ly  th e  h o u se s  a t  th e  bo ttom  end  o f  th e  

m a rk e t  were (somewhaat i r o n i c a l l y )  l e s s  s u s c e p t i b l e  to  th e  p r e t e n s i o n  

t h a t  t y p i f i e d  so  much s p e c u l a t i v e  work - f o r  l a c k  o f  money th e y  were 

w i t h o u t  th e  o s t e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s p u r i o u s  s e n i o r s ,

c . )  'D e s ig n  p r o c e s s '  an d  the  p rob lem  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  and  

s t a n d a r d i s a  t i o n .

O p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  p i t h y  a e s t h e t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  

f i e l d  was g e n e r a l l y  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d  by b o th  t i g h t  econom ic 

c o n s t r a i n t  and  a  form o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  b a s e d  on w h a t the  s p e c u l a t o r  

p e r c e i v e d ,  o r  m i s p e r c e iv e d  to  he th e  c l i e n t ' s  w o n t .  F i r s t l y ,  

econom ic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  l e d  to  the  d ev e lo p m en t o f  s e t  p a t t e r n s  o r  

ty p e s  w hich c o u ld  tie u se d  o v e r  and  o v e r  a g a i n  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no 

change  in  th ie ir  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  - t i i e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  p r o d u c t io n  l i n e  

h o u s in g  b e a r i n g  a c o r r e s p o n d in g  r e d u c t i o n  in  e f f o r t  due to  

r e p e t i t i o n .

'Tiie most im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  in  thie o v e r a l l  d ev e lo p m en t o f  the  
b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s  was s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n .  In  p la n  a n d  e l e v a t i o n  i t  was 
c a u s e d  by th e  new i n s i s t e n c e  on d raw in g  d e t a i l e d  p l a n s ,  even  f o r  
th e  s m a l l e s t  h o u se ,  w here v a r i e t y  w ould  s im p ly  have m eant 
a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e . '  (22 )

G e n e r a l l y  th e  s t r a t e g y  a d o p te d  by the  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  was a

c o n s e r v a t i v e  o n e ,  a  f a c t o r  w hich was d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  thie

p e rv a d in g  s e n s e  o f  a e s t h e t i c  i n e r t i a  w h ich  t y p i f i e d  so  much o f  w hat
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was b u i l t  o v e r  the  t h i r t y  y e a r s  c o v e re d  in  t h i s  s t u d y .  The s low  and  

somewhat p ie c e m e a l  p r o g r e s s  was u l t i m a t e l y  the  c a u s e  o f  th e  many 

h y b r id s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d .  S h i f t s  in  t a s t e  w ere  a b s o r b e d  w i th  v a ry in g  

d e g r e e s  o f  com mitment; a n  im p o r ta n t  c o r o l l a r y  o f  t h i s  was th e  p la n  

and  e l e v a t i o n ,  in  t r a n s i t i o n ,  becom ing c o n s id e r e d  a s  s e p a r a t e  

e n t i t i e s .  A lthough  l a c k in g  i n t e g r i t y ,  th e  a p p ro a c h  was 

u n d e r s t a n d a b l e : The s p e c u l a t o r  was c o n s t a n t l y  g ro p in g  f o r  what th e  

p u b l i c  deemed a c c e p t a b l e ,  a s  i t  was h i s  l i v e l i h o o d  t h a t  was a t  s t a k e  

e v e r y  tim e he b u i l t  a n y t h i n g ,  be i t  ' u n t r i e d '  o r  n o t  -w h ic h  in  

h o u s in g  o r  in d e e d  in  an y  form o f  b u i l d i n g ,  was a n  e x p e n s iv e  r i s k .  As 

he s t e e r e d  h i s  way th ro u g h  p u b l i c  o p in i o n  he had to  be h e e d fu l  o f  

i t s  s h i f t  in  p r e f e r e n c e  - a n  e n t i t y  t h a t  was hard  to  p r e d i c t  b u t  

w h ich  he ig n o re d  a t  h i s  p e r i l .  The r a t e  o f  a e s t h e t i c  p r o g r e s s  

d i s p l a y e d  in  th e  work depended  on the i n d i v i d u a l  s p e c u l a t o r  and  a s  

to  w h e th e r  the  d o m e s t ic  m a rk e t  was p r o s p e r in g  - i r o n i c a l l y  a boom 

d id  n o t  a lw a y s  mean g r e a t  a e s t h e t i c  s t r i d e s  w ere a c h i e v e d .  On th e  

c o n t r a r y ,  in  minor boon p e r i o d s  th e  r a t e  was a p t  to  s lo w  down o r  

re t r a in  s t a t i o n a r y ,  th e  b u lk  o f  w hat was b u i l t  r e f l e c t i n g  a  f ro z e n  

p i c t u r e  o f  i t s  c o n te m p o ra ry  s t a t e .  Most o f  the  t im e  how ever, the  

s p e c u l a t o r  c o u ld  be s e e n  to  be in  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  p e r p e t u a l  

com prom ise-  between the  r e s p e c t e d ,  d e a r  an d  ' s a f e '  v a l u e s  o f  h i s  

p u b l i c ,  and  the  n e c e s s a r y  r e p la c e m e n t  o f  th o se  i d e a s .  H is  

e x p e r i m e n t a t io n  was th u s  t e n t a t i v e  - t r y i n g  a new type  o f  window h e re  

o r  a  g a b l e  o r  r o o t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  t h e r e  - i t  i t  s o l d  th en  i t  would 

become p a r t  o f  h i s  ' a r c h i t e c t u r a l '  v o c a b u la ry .  About th e  b i g g e s t  

s t e p  he c o u ld  h iv e  ta k e n  was t o  h iv e  im plem ented  a s t r u c t u r a l  change 

(a r a d i c a l ,  u s u a l l y  i n t e r n a l  a l t e r a t i o n  w hich  had a  c o n seq u en c e  on 

th e  e x t e r i o r )  - o n l y  made by th o s e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d v e n tu r o u s  

n a t u r e .  I n e v i t a b l y  thre f l o c k  fo l lo w e d  t h e i r  l e a d  i f  an d  whien thie
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gam ble p a i d  o f f .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  r a n g e  t h a t  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e

d e s ig n  p r o c e s s  em braced  t h e r e f o r e  te n d e d  to  s t r e t c h  from a  c o s m e t ic

a n d  n e rv o u s  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  d e t a i l  to  s t r u c t u r a l  i n n o v a t io n  w hich

acknow ledged  a fu n d am e n ta l  v a r i a t i o n  in  th e  vay  th e  house uas  u se d .

O u i te  w here th e  c o n f id e n c e  ta d  i t s  b a se  was b u r i e d  deep  in  the

s p e c u l a t o r ’ s  p s y c h e ,  f o r  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  c o u ld  o n ly  have

been  o f  p a r t i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

The t a s t e  o r  p r e f e r e n c e  m a n i f e s te d  in  th e  h o u s e s  o f  the  tim e w as,

a s  m ig h t  be e x p e c te d ,  d i s t i n c t l y  o f  A nglo-Saxon d e r i v a t i o n  - a l t h o u g h

th e  l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  f e l l  on th e  E n g l i s h  s i d e .  The s o u r c e s  from

w hich  much o f  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  v o c a b u la r y  was d e r i v e d ,  was p lu c k ed

from th e  p r o d u c t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  E n g l i s h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  movements

w hich  r e l a t e d  more to  th e  s o c i a l  an d  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  p e c u l i a r  to

E ngland  th i n  S o u th e rn  A f r i c a .  Much was t h e r e f o r e  l o s t  in  t r a n s l a t i o n

- t h e  s t y l e  o f t e n  h av in g  to  u ndergo  a d o u b le  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : -  f i r s t l y

by th e  l o c a l  t r e n d  s e t t e r s  ( u s u a l l y  th o s e  ' i n  th e  know’ - t h e

a r c h i t e c t s ) ,  a n d  s e c o n d ly  by th e  u n t r a i n e d  ' d e s i g n e r s '  who were o n ly

t r y i n g  to  copy ( i n  a hum bler s e n s e )  th e  copy I 'A p p r o p r i a t e n e s s '  was

a  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  f o r  some o b s e r v e r s  was n e v e r  a d e q u a t e l y  r e s o l v e d

- t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  the  a i r l y  d e s i g n e r s  b e in g  d i s m i s s e d  a s  c o p y i s t  and

o f  th e  w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  t a s t e :  ' . . . t h e r e  lu x u r y  w i th o u t  o r d e r ,  s e n s u a l

e n jo y m e n t  w i th o u t  a r t ,  r i c h e s  w i th o u t  r e f i n e m e n t ,  d i s p l a y  w i th o u t

d ig n i ty *  (2 3 ) .  In  w o r ld  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n  how ever,

' . . . t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  c o n c e p t  was o f  l e s s e r  im p o r ta n c e , i f  one 
c o u ld  speak  o f  such  a th in g  a t  a l l .  Th o v e r a l l  d e s ig n  was 
u s u a l l y  p r e d e te rm in e d  by t r a d i t i o n  a n d  c o n v e n t io n ;  the  e le m e n t  
o f  c h o ic e  o f t e n  la y  in  m a t e r i a l s  an d  t e c h n iq u e s  a n d  th e  d e t a i l e d  
d e c o r a t i o n .  T h i s  c h o ic e  was u s u a l l y  made by th o s e  who w ere 
in v o lv e d  in  th e  a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g ,  th e  t rad esm en  a n d  c r a f t s m e n . '
(24 )

However, to  im ply  t l a t  b e c a u se  t h i s  was an  e s s e n t i a l l y  im p o r ted  

c u l t u r e ,  and  was d e v o id  o f  meaning would n o t  be t r u e ,  ' . . . W e  know

#
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t h a t  e x c e l l e n c e  in  t h i s  s p h e r e  [ c u l t u r e ]  i s  o f t e n  r o o t e d  in  the

p a r t i c u l a r ; b u t  i t s  e x c e l l e n c e  d e r i v e s  from i t s  a b i l i t y  to  t r a n s c e n d

t h a t  l o c a l  o r i g i n  an d  sp e a k  in  th e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w hich  i s

th e  c u t t i n g  edge  o f  m a n k in d 's  g row ing  a w a r e n e s s . 1 ( 2 5 ) .

W hit becomes c l e a r  in  a s s e s s i n g  th e  a e s t h e t i c  r e a l i s a t i o n s  o f

s p e c u l a t i v e  e f f o r t ,  i s  th e  c a r e f u l  p a th  t h a t  must he s t e w e d  betw een

p e s s i m i s t i c  u n d ^ rv a lu a L io n  and  th e  s o r t  o f  e x a g g e r a te d  e n th u s ia s m  o f

th e  a p o l o g i s t s .  What i s  c e r t a i n ,  i s  t h a t  i f  h a rd  n o se d  e l i t i s t

a t t i t u d e s  w hich s e e k  to  s i f t  1 h ig h  a r t '  from ' lo w  a r t '  a r e  a d o p te d

h e r e ,  much o f  th e  charm ( a l b e i t  p re d o m in a n t ly  n a i v e ) ,  an d  s o c i a l

v a lu e  o f  t i e  ho u ses  w i l l  be o v e r lo o k e d .  On th e  o t h e r  l a n d ,  some o f

t o d a y ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  s u f f e r  from i l l u s i o n s  o f  g r a n d e u r # an d  a l th o u g h

s c r u p u l o u s l y  s c i e n t i f i c , a t t e m p t  to  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s e  w hat v e s

f o rm e r ly  i n t u i t i v e :

' I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  some o b j e c t s  and  in a g e s  had f i l t e r e d  down 
from u p p e r - c l a s s  v a l u e s ,  y e t  th e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  many s y m b o ls . . .  
was s p e c i a l  to  [ t h e ]  m i d d l e - c l a s s . . .  an d  m u l t i - l a y e r e d  in  t h e i r  
i m p l i c a t i o n s .  Though many m ig h t  br> d i s m i s s e d  a s  k i t s c h  o r  a t  
b e s t ,  in  poor t a s t e ,  th e y  w ere im p o r ta n t  to  t h e i r  ow ners  f o r  the  
v a l u e s  th e y  im p l i e d .  Symbols a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  c a n o n s  o f  good 
t a s t e  an d  c a r e f u l l y  n u r t u r e d  c o n c e p t s  o f  q u a l i t y .  Symbols have 
m ean ing : som etim es th e y  have a e s t h e t i c  m e r i t .  [The b u i l t  
e n v i ro n m e n t]  was n o t  w i th o u t  a e s t h e t i c  c r i t e r i a , though  i t s  
m e a su re s  o f  q u a l i t y  w ere o f t e n  d i f f e r e n t  from th o s e  o f  o t h e r  
s e c t o r s  o f  s o c i e t y .  Rooms were v a lu e d  l i k e  g a r d e n s ,  i f  th e y  were 
' p r e t t y ' ; b u t  th e y  wore v a lu e d  to o ,  i f  th e y  w ere  ' n i c e ' .  N ice 
was n o t  the  same a s  p r e t t y ,  f o r  p r e t t y  was f u l l  o f  charm , 
s e n t i m e n t  and  s w e e tn e s s ,  w h i le  n i c e  was o r d e r l y ,  c o n t r o l l e d :  
n i c e  and  c i e a n ,  n i c e  a n d  t i d y ;  n i c e  an d  s m a r t ,  n i c e  and  b r i g h t .

'To ' ta k e  a  fan cy  t o '  som eth in g  in  Dunroamin was to  e x p r e s s  
o n e ' s  t a s t e .  O b je c t s  and  c u r i o s i t i e s  m igh t ' t i c k l e  your f a n c y ' , 
w h ich  d e r iv e d  from ' f a n t a s y ' , [ c o n n o t a t i o n s  o f ]  b o th  th e  
f a n t a s i s i n g  a b o u t  th e  o b j e c t  and  th e  f a n t a s t i c  q u a l i t i e s  w i th i n  
i t .  Meaning l i g h t ,  w h im s ic a l  an d  m ovaab le ,  a p p l i e d  o r  d e c o r a t e d ,
' f a n c y '  d e s c r i b e d  th e  s u r f a c e  r a t h e r  tlw n  th e  s u b s t a n c e .  I t  was 
th e  means by w hich Dunroamin im p la n te d  i t s  own v a l u e s  in  
o rn am e n t  on the  s t e r i l e  and  th e  mass p r o d u c e d . ' (26 )

The m easure  o f  h e r o i c s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  p o s t u l a t e ,  o b s c u r e s  t i e

r e a l  p r o c e s s  -w h ich  was a good d e a l  s h a l lo w e r  th an  im ag ined  - t h e

f a c t  t h a t  a  house g o t  b u i l t  and  w orked a t  a l l  was more a  r e s u l t  o f

A
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an  e m p i r i c a l  and  u n c o n s c io u s  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  f a m i l i a r , th a n  a 

c o n s id e r e d  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  p s y c h o lo g i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  i t .  The 

f a c t  t h a t  so  much o f  wfwt th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  p ro d u ced  was 

' im p u re ' and  h y b r i d i s e d ,  i s  p ro o f  t h a t  he had a t  b e s t  an  e x t r e m e ly  

te n u o u s  g r a s p  o f  n o t i o n a l  th o u g h t .  T h a t  he t r a v e r s e d  a r e a s  w hich  had 

h i t h e r t o  been u n c h a r t e r e d  c a n n o t  be d e n i e d ,  b u t  one must n o t  and  

c a n n o t  c r e d i t  a i l  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r s  a s  b e in g  CONSCIOUS p i o n e e r s  

o f  a  new o r d e r  in  a e s t h e t i c  d o c t r i n e  - a t  v e ry  b e s t  th e y  were 

g e n e r a l l y  UNWT. IMG p i o n e e r s  o f  t h e i r  m ongrel p ro g en y .

C. THE SPECULATIVE HOUSE

Common to  th e  v a r i o u s  h o u s in g  ty p e s  under  s tu d y  h e re  i s  the  i n t e n t i o n  

t h a t  th e y  a l l  be b u i l t  a s  p e rm a n en t  u n i t s  o f  two o r  more rooms, an d  have 

in d e p e n d e n t  co o k in g  an d  s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  - t h u s  b o a rd in g  h o u s e s ,  h o t e l s  

and  'ro o m s '  w i l l  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d .  'P e rm a n e n t '  w i l l  be s t r e t c h e d  to  

in c lu d e  d w e l l i n g s  o f  a  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  n a t u r e  i . e .  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  c o r r u g a t e d  

i r o n  h o u s e s  w i l l  be in c lu d e d ,  a l t h o u g h  wagons an d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  form s o f  

tem pora ry  accom m odation w i l l  n o t .  A lth o u g h  the  r a t i o  o f  tem p o ra ry  to  

pe rm an en t d w e l l i n g s  was d i s p l a y e d  in  th e  c e n s u s e s  ta k e n  betw een 

1890-1921 , th e y  were u n f o r t u n a t e l y  e x e c u te d  by d i f f e r e n t  gov ern m en ts  

u s in g  d i f f e r e n t  m ethods o f  g a t h e r i n g  and  d i s p l a y i n g  i n f o r m a t io n  - a n d  

a l t h o u g h  tn e  th o ro u g h n e s s  te n d ed  to  im prove w i th  t im e ,  d i r e c t  com parison  

betw een them i s  n o t  v e ry  e a s i l y  trade . D e s p i te  t h i s ,  a b ro a d  p e r s p e c t i v e  

can  be a c q u i r e d .  I t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  w h i l s t  tem p o ra ry  and  perm anen t 

h o u s in g  i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  in  d i s t i n c t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  th e  breakdown o f  

h o u ses  p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  g iv e s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n :

CENSUS:
1890 -  5 230 gebouen - p r e s u im b ly  h o u s e s ,  s i n c e  s h o p s ,  b a r s  and

h o t e l s  a r e  m e n tio n ed  s e p a r a t e l y .

1896 -  13 844 h o u ses  w i t h i n  a  3 m ile  r a d i u s  o f  th e  town c e n t r e
(o f  w hich  696 w ere  u n i n h a b i t e d ) .  A f u r t h e r  320 w e te  in

*



th e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e in g  o u i l t .
A lth o u g h  th e  f i g ’i re  g iv e n  f o r  th e  m a t e r i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
o f  th e  b u i l d i n g s  d o es  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  w i th  th e  t o t a l s  and 
in c lu d e s  a l l  ty p e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  a  v a l u a b l e  
i n d i c a t o r  o f  p r o p o r t i o n s :
B r ic k  and  s to n e  -  6 770
Wood an d  i r o n ,  l a t h  an d  p l a s t e r  -  8 116 
O th e r  ty p e s  ( u n s p e c i f i e d )  -  274

1904 -  18 386 h o u se s  ( o f  w hich 990 were u n i n h a b i t e d ) .  A
t u r t h e r  ^ b j  w ere  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o t  b e in g  b u i l t .
C o n t i n u i t y  i s  l o s t  in  t h a t  th e  f i g u r e s  g iv e n  d o n ' t  r e l a t e  
to  number o f  d w e l l i n g s  b u t  to  num bers o t  p e o p le  l i v i n g  in 
d w e l l i n g s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n :
B r ic k  an d  s to n e  -  85 568
Wood an d  i r o n ,  l a t h  and  p l a s t e r  -  67 909 
Mud and  sod  h u t s  -  172
T e n t s ,  wagons a n d  c a n v a s  r o o f s  -  1 667 
O th e r  ty p e s  -  323

1911 -  19 761 h o u ses
Again th e  f i g u r e s  r e l a t e  to  num bers o f  p e o p le  r e s i d i n g  in
a  d w e l l in n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l  ty p e :
B r ic k  -  155 791
S to n e  ~ 7 600
B r ic k  an d  s to n e  ( c o m b in a t io n )  -  3 583
Wood an d  i r o n  a n d  b r i c k  l i n e d  -  66 586 
Mud and  sod  h u t s  • 2 258
T e n t s  an d  wagons -  1 042
O th e r  -  162

1918 -  23 172 h o u se s
B r ic k  and  b r i c k  & s to n e  -  17 880
S to n e  -  135
C o n c re te  -  34
Wood -  15
Wood and  i r o n  a n d  b r i c k  l i n e d  -  4 900
O th e r  ty p e s  -  208

1921 -  24 627 houses
B r 'c k  and  B r ic k  & s to n e  -  18 941
S to n e  -  166
C o n c re te  -  44

■ Woon -  11
Wood an d  i r o n  a n d  b r i c k  l i n e d  -  5 370
O th e r  ty p e s  -  95

C e r t a i n  t r e n d s  emerge from th e s e  f i g u r e s ,  w hich  d i s p l a y  an  i n c r e a s i n g  

d e s i r e  f o r  perm anence . For i n s t a n c e  th e  f i g u r e  f o r  the  wood and  i r o n  

d w e l l i n g s  d ro p p ed  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  t im e ,  w h i l s t  the  number o t  b r i c k  ho u ses  

grew s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  A c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p re -w a r  h o u s in g  w h e th e r  i t  were 

o f  b r i c k  o r  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  was i t s  l i g h t n e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  was

m



r e l a t e d . . .

' . . t o  th e  c a r e f u l l y  c a l c u l a t e d  l i f e  apart o f  a h o u se .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  
many l e a s e h o l d  developm en ts*  l i f e  e x p e c ta n c y  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  was l i n k e d  
to  tite d u r a t i o n  o f  l e a s e : when th e  l e a s e  e x p i r e d ,  r e d e v e lo p m e n t  o r  
r e s t o r a t i o n  was e n v i s a g e d .  Even un d er  th e  f r e e h o l d  sy s tem  the  r e t u r n s  
front in v e s tm e n t  in  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  houses  w ere c a l c u l a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  
from th o se  o f  th e  b e t t e r  h o u s e s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e i r  s h o r t e r  l i f e  
e x p e c ta n c y .  1 (2 7 )

I t  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  to  a c h i e v e  a  b u i l t - i n  o b s o l e s c e n t  f a c t o r  - t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  much o f  the  p re -w a r  b r i c k  p roduced  in  J o h a n n e sb u rg  was v e ry  

t a d .  However, th e  c o n f i d e n t  p o s t - w a r  p e r io d  saw a  s h i f t  to v a rd  a  g r e a t e r  

owner o c c u p a t io n  and  th e  b u i l d i n g  f a b r i c  was o f  a more s u b s t a n t i a l  

n a t u r e ;  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  b r i c k  and  s to n e  c o m b in a t io n ,  pu re  s to n e  

an d  even  c o n c r e t e  h o u ses  b e a r s  w i t n e s s  to  th e  f a c t .  T h i s  was a l s o  

b u t t r e s s e d  by con tempera r ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  th e o ry  w hich  e m p h as ised  the  

v i r t u e s  o f  good w orkm anship .

However, d e s p i t e  the  d e g r e e s  o f  perm anence o r  t r a n s i e n c e  they  

em b odied , th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  u n i t  em braced  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  house 

form . They were th e  d e ta c h e d  h o u s e , the  s e m i - d e ta c h e d  h o u s e , the  t e r r a c e d  

house an d  the  c o r n e r  sh o p /h o u se  c o m b in a t io n  ( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  was a 

p e rm u ta t io n  o f  th e  t e r r a c e  o r  s e m i - d e ta c h e d  h o u s e . )

( i )  THE TERKACE HOUSE

The t e r r a c e  ta d  i t s  o r i g i n s  in  boch th e  E n g l i s h  row house -a  g e n re  

w hich em braced  the  1 s u b u r b s n i s e d '  rows o f  the b e t t e r  c l a s s e s  in  E ngland  

from th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n t u r y  ( the  deve lopm en t o f  the  G eo rg ian  s q u a r e s  

fram ed by e l e g a n t  town house f a c a d e s ) ,  an d  much low er down th e  s o c i a l  

s c a l e ,  the  d e n se  b lo c k s  o f  ' t a c k - t o - b a c k s  w hich  were p ro v id e d  f o r  the  

w ork ing  c l a s s e s  a t  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n s  i n c e p t i o n  ( 2 0 ) .  What 

l i n k e d  them, d e s p i t e  t h e i r  many d i f f e r e n c e s  -  w ts  t h e i r  common g e n e r i c  

form . They a l l  co m p rised  a s e r i e s  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  l i v i n g  u n i t s  (ea  h 

o c c u p ie d  by one f a m i ly )  p la c e d  ch ee k  by jo w l ,  w h ich  w ere s e p a r a t e d  by 

' p a r t y  w a l l s '  (w hich r a n  up to  above  th e  r o o f  p l a n e ) .  The p a r t y  w a l l



n o t  o n ly  d e f i n e d  th e  l e g a l  d i v i d e ,  b u t  a l s o  s e r v e d  to  p r e v e n t  f i r e  from 

s p r e a d in g  th ro u g h  th e  row ( f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  i t  was u s u a l l y  t h i c k ,  o f  

s u b s t a n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  be b roken  t h r o u g h ) .  Each u n i t  a l s o  

had a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e  w hich was a c c e s s e d  d i r e c t l y  o f f  the  s t r e e t  

( a l t h o u g h  l a t e r  a s m a l l  f r o n t  g a rd e n  became q u i t e  common). The house o r  

u n i t  s to o d  upon i t s  own g ro u n d  an d  n o t  on to p  o f  a n o t tK i  d w e l l in g  and  

t i te re  wes g e n e r a l l y  a  y a r d  a t  th e  t a c k .  D e s p i te  th e s e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  the  

tow ( o f  th e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s )  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  th e  same a s  the  more common 

t e r r a c e .  The row p o s s e s s e d  a c o m p o s i t io n a l  u n i t y  w hich  t r a n s c e n d e d  mere 

u n i t a r y  r e p e t i t i o n .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a r ran g em t . t  he p la n  a f f o r d e d  

were e x p l o i t e d  in  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  some e l a b o r  te  f a c a d a l  d e c e p t io n  

- o c c a s i o n a l l y  m im ick ing  t i e  c o m p o s i t io n a )  » r a i t s  o f  p a l a c e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .

The p e r io d  in  w hich Jo h a n n e s b u rg  d e v e lo p e d  was how ever,  to w a rd s  the

end  o f  th e  t e r r a c e ' s  p o p u la r  (u p p e r  c l a s s )  r u n .  A lso  t a c i t  d i r e c t i v e s

d ro p p ed  by governm ent an d  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p e r s  a l i k e ,  t h a t  the  s u b u rb s  be

s p a c io u s ,  by c o m p r i s in g  them o f  many sm a l l  b u t  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d s ,  had

been w id e ly  a d o p te d  from the  e a r l y  s t a o e s  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  i n c e p t i o n .

A lth o u g h  f a i l i n g  to  t o t a l l y  d i s c o u r a g e  t e r r a c e  house developm ent#  i t

s e rv e d  a s  a rem in d e r  o f  how the  t e r r a c e  was coming to  be c o n s id e r e d

- g e n e r a l l y  a s  a n  econom ic e x p e d i e n t  w hich s o u g h t  t o  sq u e e z e  a s  much o u t

o f  a p ie c e  o f  Lind a s  p o s s i b l e  - 'T h e y  were th e  p r o d u c t s  o f  the  p r o c e s s

o f  i n v e s tm e n t s  in  h o u s in g  f o r  r e n t - i n c o m e . ' ( 2 9 ) .  Of c o u r s e  econom ic

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  abounded :

' . . . a  s i n g l e  c o t t a g e  i s  a  l u x u r y . . . [ i t  i s ]  c h e a p e r  t o  b u i l d  in  rows 
a n d  p a i r s  b e c a u se  o f  p a r t y  w a l l s .  In  a b lo c k  o f  two s q u a re  
c o t t a g e s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  two s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  th e  same s i z e ,  the  
s a v in g  i s  a b o u t  o n e - e i g h t h  o f  th e  t o t a l  am ount o f  b r ick w o rk  
r e q u i r e d ;  in  a  b lo c k  o f  t h r e e ,  o n e - s i x t n ;  and  in  a  b lo c k  o f  f o u r ,  
t h r e e - s i x t e e n t h s . . . B e y o n d  fo u r  in  a  b lo c k ,  th e  s a v in g  i s  o u tw e ig h ed  
by  s e v e r a l  d i s a d v a n t a g e s . . . '  (3 0 )

In  J o h a n n e s b u rg  i t  became norm al f o r  th e s e  who c o u ld  a f f o r d  i t #  to  buy



o r  l e a s e  a  d e t a c h e d  h o u se ,  w i th  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e in g  g iv e n  f o r

th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  l i v i n g  in  a t e r r a c e  h o u se .  I t  was the  c h e a p e r  h o u s in g

form b u i l t  f o r  th e  lo w e r -m id d le  a n d  w ork ing  c l a s s e s ,  an d  a s  m igh t be

e x p e c te d  th e  more g e n t e e l  a s p e c t s  o f  town house occupancy  were

ab an d o n ed : gone were the  f e a t u r e s  o f  the  g ra n d  E n g l is h  t e r r a c e  w i th

t h e i r  s q u a r e s  c o n t a i n i n g  th e  communal g a r d e n .  In  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  l i t t l e  o r

no p r e t e n s e  a t  s c a l e  was even  a t t e m p t e d ;  the  l a v i s h  m u l t i - s t o r e y e d  town

house o f  th e  upp er  c l a s s e s  in  E ng land  was a v o id e d  - I ikj 3 o n ly

o c c a s i o n a l l y  d o u b le  s t o r e y .  In  th e  s e n s e  the  low er c l a s s e s  t r i e d  to

e m u la te d  th e  upp er  c l a s s e s ,  th e  t e r r a c e  house was doomed from the

b e g i n in g ,  s i n c e , i t s  p o p u l a r i t y  an d  image was a l r e a d y  on the  wane in

th e  more e s t a b l i s h e d  c e n t r e s  by th e  tim e Jo h a n n e s b u rg  s t a r t e d  to

f l o u r i s h .  M u th e s iu s  d e s c r i b e s  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  d o w n fa l l  and

u l t i m a t e  e x t i n c t i o n  in  E ng land :

' I t  i s  in  m ost c a s e s  so m eth in g  more th an  t h a t ;  a row h a s  an
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  u n i t y  w hich p r o v i d e s  a  h e ig h te n e d  s o c i a l  image an d  
w hich  s p e a k s  o f  a s p e c i a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th o s e  who 
p la n n e d  an d  b u i l t  i t  and  th o s e  who b o u g h t a n d  r e n t e d  i t .

'The f i n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  t e r r a c e  i s  c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  to  
p r a c t i c a l  e l e m e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  to  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and  to  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l e m e n t s .  I t  w as, in  f a c t ,  t i e  e f f e c t i v e  co m b in a t io n  
o f  b o th  w hich  l e t  th e  t e r r a c e  ty p e  c o n t in u e  f o r  so l o n g .  In d eed ,  
when th e  two e le m e n t s  p a r t e d ,  when i t  was no lo n g e r  f a s h io n a b l e  to  
l i v e  in  a  t e r r a c e ,  and  th e  s e m i - d e ta c h e d  house  took o v e r  a s  the  
m ost o e s i r a b l e  type  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  th e  t e r r a c e  was rele< te d  to  th e  
low er c l a s s e s ,  and  a f t e r  1920 i t  was l a r g e l y  phased  o u i  *ven t h e r e . 
R e g u l a r i t y  was no lo n g e r  th e  r e s u l t  o f  s t y l e , b u t  a l s o  o f  e c o n o m y . ' 
(31 )

The t e r r a c e - h o u s e  was th u s  a  c a s u a l t y  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  sounder  f u t u r e .  

Being am ongst th e  f i r s t  h o u s in g  ty p e s  to  be e x p l o i t e d  by th e  

s p e c u l a t o r s ,  i t  was commonly found in  and  a ro u n d  the p io n e e r in g  

r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  o f  J o h a n n e s b u rg  -w h ic h  in c lu d e d  J o tu n n e s b u rg  c e n t r a l  

i t s e l f  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 - 4 ,  1 . 1 - 5 ,  1 . 1 - 6 ]  -a  f a c t o r  w hich  e x p l a i n s  t h e i r  

s c a n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on th e  p r e s e n t  s c e n e .

f ~ l r * #  *



( i i )  THE S EM I -DETAc ".ED HOUSE

In  th e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  s n u l l  l o u s e ,  th e  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  

p r i n c i p l e  o c c u r r e d  a s  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  form w hich l a y  be tw een  two m a jo r ,  

mass p ro d u ced  house ty p e s  - t e r r a c e  and  th e  d e ta c h e d  h o u s e .  And w h i l s t  a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r l a p  o c c u r r e d ,  th e  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  marked th e  p o i n t  o f  

d e c l i n e  in  p o p u la r  u sag e  o f  th e  t e r r a c e , an d  p re c e d e d  tlie wide 

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  d e ta c h e d  h o u s e .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  th e  s e m i-d e ta c h e d

house com bined a s p e c t s  o f  b o th :

' i t  gave a  more r u r a l  a p p e a ra n c e  to  a  p a i r  o f  h o u se s  than  th e y  
would  o th e r w i s e  have had a s  p a r t  o f  a  t e r r a c e .  S t a t u s  came i n t o  i t  
to o  a s  th e y  c o u ld  more e a s i l y  be m is ta k e n  f o r  a  s i n g l e ,  h ig h ly  
f a s h io n a b l e  v i l l a '  (32)

and  s o c i a l l y . . .

' f o r  the  l e s s  a f f l u e n t  the  s e m i - d e ta c h e d  house ' o f f e r e d  w h i te  
c o l l a r s  and  a r t i s a n s  the  c h a n c e  o f  e s c a p e  from o f t e n  i n t r u s i v e  
g r e g a r i o u s n e s s  o f  th e  in n e r  su b u rb an  t e r r a c e s  an d  more th an  a 
s u g g e s t io n  o f  th e  d e ta c h e d  p r iv a c y  so  lo n g  th e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  th e  
m id d le  c l a s s . ' (33 )

The ' s e m i '  became th e  symbol o f  the  f r e e r  p a t t e r n  o f  s u b u r b i a . A p a r t

from th e s e  f a c t o r s ,  i t  a l s o  t a d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  on b o th  th e  p r a c t i c a l  and

econom ic f r o n t s :

'The g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  t e r r a c e  w h s  economy, b o th  in  la n d  and  
o f  s t r u c t u r e .  The t e r r a c e  i s ,  how ever, by i t s  n a t u r e  a w a l l  a lo n g  
th e  s t r e e t  -A t e r r a c e - h o u s e  c a n n o t  g i v e  a c c e s s  from the  roadway to  
a p r i v a t e  g a rd e n  a t  the  r e a r . . .  At f i r s t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  m a t t e r  - t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  town g a rd e n  seemed to  h iv e  been  a  p la c e  o f  
v e g e t a b l e s  and  h e rb s  r a t h e r  than  a p l e a s a n e e -  b u t  a s  th e  
p i c t u r e s q u e  movement began to  invade  th e  tow n , th e  p u b l i c  demanded 
p l e a s a n e e s  w i tn  t h e i r  homes. To m eet t h i s  need  th e  t e r r a c e  had to  
be m o d i f i e d . . .  The a r c h i t e c t s  o f  th e s e  b u i l d i n g s  u se d  th e  
s e m i -d e ta c h e d  p la n  to  g iv e  a c c e s s  to  th e  g a r d e n . . . '  (34)

' t h e  se m i-d e ta c h e d  p la n  p r o v id e d  a more a c c e p t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  to  the  
p rob lem  o f  a c c e s s  to  the  back  d o o r ,  th e  c o a l  c e l l a r ,  th e  d u s t b i n  
[ , the  p r iv y ]  and  g a r d e n . ' ( 3 5 )

Econom ica lly#  s a v in g s  were e f f e c t e d  in  th e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  a s

f o r  exam ple  in  th e  s h a r e d  f i r e - w a l l ,  a l t h o u g u  th e  p r i n c i p a l l y  econom ic

a t t r a c t i o n  l a y  in  th e  d e n s i t y  w hich  c o u ld  be a c h i e v e d  - tw o  l i v i n g  u n i t s

p e r  s t a n d .  In  a  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  s e n s e  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  s e m i - d e ta c h e d  p la n

became e c o n o m ic a l ly  p o s s i b l e  a s  a  c h e a p  h o u s in g  form o n ly  b e c a u se  th e



p r i c e  o f  land  was n o t  a  m a jo r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  th e  t o t a l  c o s t  ( a s  

com pared  w i th ,  f o r  exam ple ,  a d e t a c h e d  h o u s e ) .

A lth o u g h  th e  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  house  c o m p ris e d  a p a i r  o f  l i v i n g  u n i t s  

p l a c e d  n e x t  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  w hich in  t h e i r  p la n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  were 

u s u a l l y  m i r r o r e d  abou th e  p a r t y  w a l l ,  a  common v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  was 

th e  1 / 3 : 2 / 3  h o u s e ,  in  w hich  th e  accom m odation  was s p l i t  a c c o r d in g  to  a 

d i f f e r e n t  p r o p o r t i o n .  T hese  ty p e s  w ere  o f t e n  owner b u i l t  ( t h e  l a r g e r  

p r o p o r t i o n  b e in g  o c c u p ie d  by th e  ow ner ,  w i th  th e  s m a l l e r  b e in g  r e n t e d  

o u t )  a n d  Ic n e e  o c c u r r e d  a s  ' o n e - o f f s ' , w h i l s t  th e  more c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  

d i v i d e d  semi o c c u r r e d  s i n g l y  a s  w e l l  a s  in  l a r g e  b a t c h e s .  W hatever form 

th e y  to o k ,  t h e i r  s i t i n g  was such  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  u s u a l l y  e x te n d  the  

f u l l  w id th  o f  th e  s t a n d  ( f o r  a c c e s s  to  th e  b a c k ) .  The t y p i c a l  

b i - l a t e r a l  d i v i s i o n  e x te n d e d  from f r o n t  to  back ,  in  w hich  e i t h e r  end  o f  

th e  house  would have been d e f i n e d  by a  b r i c k  v a i l  ( f o r  th e  f r o n t  

g a r d e n ) and  t im b e r  fram ed and  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  fe n c e  ( f o r  th& back  

y a r d ) . They w ere  u s u a l l y  s e t  back  from th e  ro a d  by a  sm a l l  s t r i p  o f  

g a r d e n .  The s i d e  space  b e s i d e s  th e  a c c e s s  a d v a n t a g e , a f t e r  the  F i r s t  

World War was u sed  a s  p l a c e  f o r  a g a r a g e  - i f  i t  w ere  wide enough . One 

o f  th e  major d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  the  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  house  w is  t h a t  many o f  

th e  rooms down i t s  l e n g th  h id  windows d i r e c t l y  o n to  th e  a c c e s s  passage#  

w hich  v e ry  o f t e n  p r e s e n t e d  a gloomy a s p e c t ,  w i th  a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  la c k  

o f  s u n s h in e  a n d  p r iv a c y  - a  p rob lem  t h a t  was o c c a s i o n a l l y  s o lv e d  by 

making the  u n i t  o n ly  two room r a n g e s  d e e p ,  a f f o r d i n g  e a c h  an  ou tw ard  

f a c i n g  window. Once a g a i n  th e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  was th e  more common house 

form .

A tte m p ts  a t  ev a d in g  th e  i n h e r e n t  c o m p o s i t io n a l  d u a l i t y  o f  the  sem i,  

p ro d u ced  some c l e v e r  v o lu m e t r i c  m anoeuvring  ( s e e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  

s e c t i o n ) .

' H owever, in  i t s  e x t e r i o r  e x p r e s s i o n  th e  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  house



o f f e r e d  i t a  i n h a b i t a n t s  a  r a t h e r  u n q u a n t i f i a b l e  bonus - e a c h  p a i r  o f  
' s e m i s '  c o u ld  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e  be m is ta k e n  f o r  one r e l a t i v e l y  
commodious d w e l l i n g . . .  In  f a c t ,  a  g a b le  o r  o rn a m e n ta l  p a r a p e t  
f e a t u r e  was so m etim es  p ro v id e d  in  th e  c e n t r e  o f  th e  e l e v a t i o n ,  i t s  
o n ly  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  b e in g  to  f u r t h e r  th e  im p re s s io n  o f  ' o n e n e s s ' . '
(36)

O th e r  s t a n d a r d  m e thods o f  d i s g u i s e ,  such  a s  the  p l a c i n g  o f  two e n t r a n c e  

d o o r s  b e s id e  e a c h  o t h e r  in  th e  m id d le ,  a s s i m i l a t i n g  th e  s i n g u l a r i t y  o f  

a d e ta c h e d  h o u se ,  were em p loyed .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r e t e n c e  was hu n v e r , 

l a t e r  ab an d o n e d ,  when in  th e  1 9 2 0 ' s  a r e v e r s a l  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

'h o n e s t y '  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  e n t r a n c e s  b e in g  p u t  in  th e  f u r t h e r  c o r n e r s  o f  

th e  f r o n t  - i n  a n  e f f o r t  to  m a in ta in  a s  g r e a t  a  d e g re e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  T ie  sem i was c e r t a i n ) y  s u b j e c t e d  to  th e  co n tem p o ra ry  

c o m p o s i t io n a l  g a n u t ,  w hich in  some c a s e s  l e d  to  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

minor g a b ? e s  ,nd o th e r  f e a t u t e i  to  r e a k  th e  main r o o f  l i n e  - o f t e n  

c a l c u l a t e d  to  con found  th e  b e h o ld e r  by l o s i n g  th e  f i r e - w a l l  in  i t s

c o m p o s i t io n a l  c o m p le x i ty .

The dem ise  o f  the  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  and  b e r t a c e  house was a  c o r o l l a r y  to  

th e  a t t e m p t  nude by th e  G overnm ent to  c r e a t e  a  f a r  more e x t e n s i v e  

f r e e h o l d  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  T r a n s v a a l ,  b e g in n in g  w i th  t h e i r  com m ission 

h e ld  in  1912 ( 3 7 ) .  P r i n c i p a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  f i n d  f a i r  ways o f  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  f r e e h o l d  to  the  to w n 's  p o p u la c e ,  and  em powering the 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to  c o n t r o l  and  a c h n in i s t e r  town a f f a i r s ,  a  sy s tem  o f  

r a t e s  a n d  ta x e s  was i n s t i t u t e d .  l e v e l l e d  a t  the  la n d o w n er ,  the  paym ent 

due by him w is  b a se d  on t i e  s i t e  v a lu e  o n ly  (3 t i ) .  To p r e v e n t  landow ners  

t h e r e f a r e  e x p l o i t i n g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  by p a c k in g  h x - i r  s i t e s  w i th  a s  many 

u n i t s  a s  p o s s i b l e  (and  s t i l l  p a y in g  th e  same r a t e s  a s  someone w i th  o n ly  

one house  on an  e q u a l l y  Large s t a n d ) , r a t e s  were i n c r e a s e d  a c c o r d in g  to  

tlae number o f  l i v i n g  u n i t s  on a s t a n d .  A lthough  n o t  o u t l a w in g  the  

s e m i-d e ta c h e d  an d  t e r r a c e  house ( a s  the  sem i was to  s u r v i v e  i n t o  th e  

1 9 3 0 ' s ) ,  the  mechanism b u i l t  i n t o  th e  c o m m is s io n 's  r e p o r t  g r a d u a l l y



s t r a n g l e d  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .  T t  w asn ’ t  an  a: t o g e t h e r  u n c a l c u l a t e o  s t e p  

e i t h e r :

'The b u i l d i n  o f  two o r  more a t ta c h ie d  hiouses on one sm a l l  p l o t  o f  
l a n d  w i l l  t  d i s c o u r a g e  by th e  r a t i n g  o f  la n d  v a l u e s  b e c a u se  th e  
c o n s e q u e n t  e « p e n in g  o f  ” n d e v e lo p e d  la n d  w i l l  e n a b le  l a n d l o r d s  to  
make a n d  t e n a n t s  to  deR’a n a  a  l a r g e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  la n d  to  e a c h  
d w e l l i n g .  Very few p e r s o n s  p r e f e r  to  l i v e  in  one o f  two o r  more 
a t t a c h e d  h o u se s  on a a r a l l  p l o t  r a t h e r  th a n  in  a  house w i th  ample 
g ro u n o  s p a c e .  C o m p e t i t io n  betw een lan d o w n ers  w i l l  meet the  n a t u r a l  
human d e s i r e  f o r  a  s e p a r a t e  house on a  s e p a r a t e  p l o t . ' (39)

( i i i )  THE CORNER SHOP

A c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  B r i t i s h  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  was 

th e  i n t e g r a t e d  work and  l i v i n g  e n v i ro n m e n ts  - b o t h  ' a c t i v i t i e s '  o f t e n  

c a r r i e d  o u t  on th e  same p r e m is e s .  Even w i th  the  a d v e n t  o f  th e  

I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  c e n t r a l i s e d  work p la c e  o r  

f a c t o r y ,  home i n d u s t r y  p e r s i s t e d  - a l t h o u g h  i t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  i t  

began i t s  d e c l i n e .  The s q u a l i d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  towns an d  

c i t i e s  w hich  r e s u l t e d ,  i n v i t e d  r e a c t i o n  - e n d  a l t h o u g h  co n c e rn e d  

ru m b l in g s  had o c c u r r e d  a l l  a l o n g ,  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  to  th e  problem  

were p ro p o sed  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e  o n ly  to w a rd s  th e  en d  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  

r e i g n .  The G arden C i t y  movement w i th  i t s  p rom ise  o f  s a l u b r i t y  f o r  a l l ,  

t a d  a s  a  fu n d am e n ta l  t e n e t ,  the  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  work and  l i v i n g  p la c e  

- a n  a s p e c t  w hich  was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  l a r g e  s c a l e  b a n ish m en t  

o f  t r a d e s  and  c r a f t s  from h o u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  W ith  i t s  wide 

a c c e p t a n c e ,  j u s t  token  re m n a n ts  o f  th e  com m ercia l  s t r a i n  w ere  a l lo w e d  

to  r e t r a in ,  becoming t h u s ,  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  w hich  p r o v id e d  f o r  j u s t  the  

e s s e n t i a l  d o m e s t ic  n e c e s s i t i e s .  U s u a l ly  b e in g  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  c o n f in e d  

to  c o r n e r  s i t e s  w i t h i n  the  u rban  f a b r i c #  i t  w is  i n i t i a l l y  common to  

f i n d  th e  m e rc h an t  o r  k e e p e r  l i v i n g  above  o r  i im te d ia te ly  a d j a c e n t  t o  h i s  

p r e m i s e s .

P e r p e tu a t e d  w i th i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  s u b u r b i a , th e  t r a d i t i o n  made good 

econom ic s e n s e  to  th e  s p e c u l a t o r  an d  d e v e lo p e r  a l i k e ,  s i n c e  a  shop
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te n d e d  to  f e t c h  h ig h e r  r e n t s  than  o r d i n a r y  h o u s e s .  The s tu d y  o f  

com m erc ia l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  h ow ever , a  s tu d y  in  i t s e l f ,  and  w i l l  he 

l i m i t e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  inasm uch a s  i t  o c c u r r e d  in  c o n j u n c t io n  w i th  

d o m e s t ic  b u i l d i n g .  The c o r n e r  shop  was b a s i c a l l y  a form o f  a n  a t t a c h e d  

o r  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  in  w h ich  t i e  l i v i n g  u n i t  s h a r e d  a  w a l l  o r  

f l o o r  w i th  an  a d j a c e n t  s h o p .  The c o n v e n t io n a l  c o r n e r  s i t e  though  s m a l l  

( u s u a l l y  5 0 ' x 5 0 ' ) was j u s t  to o  b ig  f o r  o n ly  one shop ,  and  a l t h o u g h  

p r e d i c t a b l y  a  two shop  a r r a n g e m e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  ex am p les  in  w hich  the  

re m a in in g  sp a c e  was f i l l e d  w i th  some form o f  l i v i n g  u n i t  w ere 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  conxnon in  th e  su b u rb an  c o n t e x t .  The f r e q u e n c y  o f  the  

c o r n e r  shop  v a r i e d  from to w n sh ip  to  to w n sh ip ,  a l t h o u g h  a  g e n e r a l  

p a t t e r n  r e l a t i n g  to  h ig h e r  d e n s i t y  a r e a s  em erged - t h e  s m a l l e r  the  

b lo c k s ,  th e  more num erous th e  c o r n e r  s i t e s ,  th e  more num erous t t e  

s h o p s .  A lthough  in  J r h a n n e s b u r g 1s  c e n t r e , many o f  th e  c o r n e r s  were 

o c c u p ie d  by b a r s  -w h ich  b e f o r e  th e  war was a  more l u c r a t i v e  t r a d e — the  

c o r n e r  shop  b e n e f i t e d  from the  p o l i c y  in te n d e d  fo r  th e  b a r s '  i n c r e a s e d  

p r o f i t a b i l i t y ;  ' . . . t h e  governm ent o r d e r e d  a s u rv e y  o f  th e  town, 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  were g iv e n  to  p ro v id e  a s  manv c r o s s - s t r e e t s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  

b e c a u se  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  m eant c o r n e r  s t a n d s  an d  c o r n e r  s t a n d s  a lw a y s  

commanded th e  h i g h e s t  p r i c e s ,  owing to  t h e i r  t r a d i n g  v a l u e . '  (40)

( i v )  FROM FREE STANDING VILLA TO DETACHED HOUSE

The fu n d am en ta l  d e s i r e  to  occupy  a  d e ta c h e d  house o f  some form , has 

in  w e s te r n  s o c i e t y ,  been a  p r e v a l e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f o r  many c e n t u r i e s .  

The f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  te n d e n c y  w ere e v e n t u a l l y  to  become m a n i f e s t  in  

J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  u rban  f a b r i c ,  and  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  d i v e r t  

s l i g h t l y  and  t r a c e  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n ts  ( a l b e i t  ttie e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  o f  i t s  

r e a l i s a t i o n  w ere a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r e i g n ) .

a . )  An o u t l i n e  o f  d e t a c h e d  house- d e v e lo p m en t .

Up u n t i l  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s o r t  o f  u n n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n
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- l a r g e l y  d e te rm in e d  by w e a l t h  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  (and  fam ily

i n h e r i t a n c e ) ,  had k e p t  a l l  b u t  a  few from th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  d e ta c h e d

l i v i n g .  The em erg ing  econom ic an d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  made

p o s s i b l e  th e  w id e r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d e ta c h e d  h o u s in g  h as  been

docum ented  e l s e w h e re  (41) and  w i l l  n o t  be r e p e a t e d ,  though a p r e c i s

o f  th e  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  w ere to  g iv e  p h y s i c a l  form to  the  com m ercia l

d e t a c h e d  house began  w i th  th e  ro m a n t ic  id e a  o f  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  what

was fo rm e r ly  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  r u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  i n t o  town o r  c i t y

e n v i ro n m e n t .  In  th e  p r o c e s s ,  the  r u r a l  s e a t  o r  v i l l a  underw en t a

c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e d u c t i o n  in  s c a l e  (b o th  in  i t s  b u i l t  form and

en co m p ass in g  l a n d s c a p e ) ,  b u t  in  p r i n c i p l e  rem a ined  t r u e  to  th e

c o n c e p t  o f  the  e x c l u s i v e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  a  s i n g l e ,  s e l f  c o n t a in e d

d e ta c h e d  house on iLw o r e  o f  l a n d .  The f i r s t  t im e  t h i s  id e a  v a s

u t i l i s e d  fo r  th e  m idd le  c . a s s  ( a l b e i t  u p p e r - m i d d le ) ,  o c c u r r e d  in

London in  1824 in  a  s m a l l  d ev e lo p m en t known s im p ly  a s  P a rk  V i l l a g e

E a s t  (and  l a t e r  e x te n d e d  to  P a rk  V i l l a g e  W e s t ) .  I t  r e p r e s e n t e d  the

p o i n t  a t  which th e  f r e e  s t a n d i n g  v i l l a  became an Urban phenomenon.

'R o ad ,  h o u se s ,  g a r d e n s ,  t r e e s  and  f e n c e s  a r e  com bined to  make an  
in f o r m a l  p i c t u r e  i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  th e  o p p o s i t e s  
o f  s t r e e t s  an d  open s p a c e . . . I t  i s  % g ro u p  o f  c o u n t r y  k  u s e s  
s i  t i n t e d  in  th e  t o w n . . . '  (42)

- a  d i r e c t  conseq u en ce  o f  th e  ro m a n t ic  movement. The overw helm ing

r e s p o n s e  to  th e  f r e e  s t a n d i n g  v i l l a  w hich  fo l lo w e d  d u r in g  th e

re m a in d e r  o f  th e  c e n t u r y  must a l s o  be se e n  in  r e l a t i o n  to  w hat \ n s

commonly a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  ' p r e - u e t a c h e d - h o u s e ' s o c i e t y :  The G eo rg ian

t e r r a c e ,  and o t h e r  q u i t e  r u d im e n ta ry  form a o f  row h o us ing  were

w id e ly  em ployed , w hich by c o n t r a s t  s e t  d e ta c h e d  h o u s in g  on a  s t r o n g

f o o t i n g .  The i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  i t s  d e s ig n  ( i n i t i a l l y  b e a r in g  th e  m arks

o f  s t r o n g  P i c t u r e s q u e  in f l u e n c e )  was a r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  th e  s im p le

r e p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  the  t e r r a c e  h o u se .  A rgum ents f o r  i t  were a s

&*
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num erous a s  th e y  were e l o q u e n t :

'To to v e  to  l i v e  in  a  row o f  h o u ses  b u i l t  by c o n t r a c t ,  a l l  a t  
th e  same t im e ,  and a l l  e x a c t l y  a l i k e ,  in  which i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  
to  t e l l  y ou r  own d w e l l i n g # e x c e p t  by lo o k in g  a t  th e  number on 
th e  d o o r ,  has  a lw a y s  seemed to  me one o f  th e  c h i e f  o b j e c t i o n s  to  
l i f e  in  a town, and  one o f  th e  most p a t h e t i c  an d  a g g r a v a t i n g  o f  
th e  m inor t r o u b l e s  o f  h u m a n i ty . . .  I h o ld  t h a t  by s u b m i t t i n g  to# 
o r  w o r s t  s t i l l , by r e j o i c i n g  i n ,  a tame u n i f o r m i ty  in  ou r  
d o m i c i l e s ,  we, o f  o u r  own a c c o r d ,  d e p r iv e  o u r s e l v e s  o f  one o f  
th e  h i g h e s t  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  n e c e s s i t i e s  under  w h ich  i n s t i n c t  
l a b o u r s . . .  to  man a l o n e  i s  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  i m p r e s s i n g . , .  a 
s tam p  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p e c u l i a r i t y  on h i s  hom e.1 (43 )

Once e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  v i a b l e  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  th e  id ea  f l o u r i s h e d ,

a l t h o u g h  in  the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s t r e a m l i n i n g  i t s  p r o d u c t io n  and

w id en in g  th e  m a rk e t  p o t e n t i a l ,  i t  was s u b j e c t  to  f u r t h e r  p h y s ic a l

s h r i n k a g e .  T to s e  who c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  th e  e x t e n s i v e  p l e a s a n e e s  o f

a r c a d i a ,  had t o  be c o n t e n t  w i th  c h e a p e r  an d  s m a l l e r  p l o t s  and

h o u s e s .  W ith p r o g r e s s i v e  h o n in g ,  th e  n o t i o n a l  c l a r i t y  became l o s t ,

an d  in  th e  l a r g e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w here r e p e t i t i o n  was r i f e ,  th e

r e s u l t  was h a r d ly  more th an  s t r i p s  o f  'd e t a c h e d  h o u s e s ' ,  w hich

c o u ld  h a r d ly  be e n d o r s e d  a s  ' f r e e  s t a n d i n g  v i l l a s ' .  They were

s t i l l  how ever, ' . . . d e r i v e d  from , and  s t i l l  b o re  a  v e s t i g i a l

a l l e g i a n c e  to  r t h e i r ]  l a r g e r  and  more s p a c i o u s l y  s i t e d

p r o t o t y p e s . ' ( 4 4 ) .  The use  o f  d e ta c h e d  h o u ses  d e v e lo p e d  a  f lu e n c y

w i th  i m p e r i a l i s t  e x p a n s io n is m  a n d  th e  s u b se q u e n t  f o rm a t io n  o f

m i l i t a r y  and  o t h e r  community s e t t l e m e n t s  - a  f a c t o r  w hich  to  a

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  h e lp e d  to  c h r y s t a l i s e  an d  even  i n f l u e n c e  to  a

) im i te d  e x t e n t  the  d ev e lo p m en t o f  i t s  form back  in  th e  m o th e r la n d .

And a l th o u g h  from co n te m p o ra ry  a rg u m e n t  ( s u c h  a s  by R .A .D iggs  in

h i s  ' Bungalows and  C o u n try  R e s i d e n c e s '# o f  1091 , ( 4 5 ) ) ,  a d e n i a l

o f  f o r e i g n  in f l u e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t e d ,  a xenophobic  a r r o g a n c e  l i e s  a t

th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  p r o t e s t  w hich o b s c u r e s  some t r u t h  - t h e  bungalow

was by t h i s  tim e m ost c e r t a i n l y  becoming an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( n o t  to

say  r e g i o n a l l y  f l a v o u r e d )  phenomenon - t i i e  a e s t h e t i c  f u e l  o f  w hich

A



was b e g in n in g  to  be fe d  back  and  r e u s e d  in  o t h e r  p l a c e s .

Though th e s e  t r e n d s  w ere  i n i t i a l l y  f i r m l y  b a se d  in  E n g l i s h  

th o u g h t  and  p r a c t i c e ,  America b eg an ,  to w a rd s  th e  end  o f  the  

c e n t u r y ,  t o  a d d r e s s  (and  t h e r e a f t e r  become p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n f l u e n t i a l  in )  th e  m ethods  o f  p r o v id in g  f o r  mass d e ta c h e d  h o us ing  

f o r  i t s  v a s t  m idd le  c l a s s .  R oo ted  deep  in  E n g l i s h  p r e c e d e n t ,  the  

f r e e  s t a n d i n g  v i l l a / d e t a c h e d  house was u l t i m a t e l y  to  assum e a 

d i s t i n c t ,  r e c o g n i s a b l e  r e g i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  - i n  th e  em ergence o f  the  

American Bungalow. C lay  L a n c a s t e r  t r a c e s  ttie dev e lo p m en t o f  the  

'B u n g a lo w ':

On th e  bungalow  d e s i g n :  ' [ o n  V i c t o r i a n  do - - c  
w o r k ] . . . r e t a i n e d  a  good d e a l  o f  handed d o  . la m e n ta t io n  fo r  no 
g r e a t e r  re a s o n  th an  ro m a n t ic  a d h e re n c e  k in g  p s y c h o lo g ic a l
dependence  t h a t  was n o t  q u i t e  r e a l i s t i c  o m an tic ism  had to  run
i t s  o o u j l  se  b e f o r e  th e  bungalow  c o u ld  e : :  g e . ' (4 6 )

'The bungalow  e n jo y e d  th e  sa n e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  
tw en ty  o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a s  the  c o t t a g e  
had b e f o r e  i t ,  w hich  means t h a t ,  a s  a  s t y l e ,  i t  c o n s t i t u t e d  
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  the  d e t a c h e d  h o u ses  b u i l t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d . .  
W hereas th e  American c o t t a g e  may be s a i d ,  a r b i t r a r i l y ,  to  have 
come i n t o  b e in g  w i th  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  home r u l e  in  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  and  p e r s i s t e d  up to  th e  hegemony o f  th e  bungalow 
- a  p e r io d  o f  a p p r o x im a te ly  125 y e a r s -  the  f u l l  f o r c e  o f  the  
bungalow  f l o u r i s h e d  f o r  o n ly  a b o u t  o n e - f i f t h  o f  t h i s  s p a n . '  (47) 
'The bungalow was c o n c e iv e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h i s  g ro u p  [o f  
m id d le  f i n a n c i a l  b r a c k e t ] ,  b e in g  a house o f  l i m i t e d  s i z e ,  
a d e q u a te  fo r  a atm 11 f a m i ly  [ a s  o pposed  to  the  t e r r a c e  house 
w hich  was o f t e n  n o t  even  m eant f o r  t h i s ] ,  u s u a l l y  f i t t e d  o n to  a  
l o t  o f  m odest p r o p o r t i o n s ,  a f f o r d i n g  a n  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  o f  
hom iness ,  and  w i th  i t s  p r i c e  h e ld  down to  a  f i g u r e  th e  a v e ra g e  
c i t i z e n  c o u ld  a f f o r d . '  (4 0 )

As to  e x a c t l y  w hat p r o p o r t i o n  o f  American to  E n g l i s h  i n f l u e n c e

was p r e s e n t  in  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  s p e c u l a t i v e  d e ta c h e d  h o u s in g  would

l a r g e l y  de,>end on s p e c u l a t i o n  - b e c a u s e ,  a l t h o u g h ,  most i d e a s  d id

o r i g i n a t e  in  E ng land ,  some o b v io u s ly  A m erican , made a  d e t o u r  and

were s u b j e c t e d  to  E n g l i s h  r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b e f o r e  b e in g  im plem ented

( o v e r t  American i n f l u e n c e  w i l l  be n o te d  a c c o r d in g  to  s p e c i f i c

exam ples  in  fo l lo w in g  c h a p t e r s ) .  P e rh a p s  h a r s h l y ,  much o f  w ha t vcas



l e a r n e d  from America la y  in  p r o d u c t io n  te c h n iq u e s  an d  p a r s im o n io u s  

method in  m ax im ising  econom ic a d v a n ta g e  - a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  by th e  box 

bungalow  ( s e e  c h a p t e r  5) w hich v \ s  to  th e  p e c u l a t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  the  

d w e l l e r s  b e n e f i t .

b . )  The rV-tached house in  J o h a n n e sb u rg

In  a  b r o a d e r  s e n s e  th e  e x t e n s i v e  use  o f  the  d e ta c h e d  house in  t a r

f lu n g  t a t : i t o r i e s  such  a s  in  S o u th e rn  A f r i c a , was p a r t  o f  a  c u l t u r a l

r e v o l u t i c . i  t h a t  w ent f a r  beyond a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o n c e r n s  - t h e  house

was j u s t  one o f  th e  pawns o f  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  movement:

'The s i n g l e - f a m i l y #  g e n e r a l l y  s i n g l e - s t o r e y  house on a 
q u a r t e r - a c r e  b lo c k  w a s . . . a  p r o d u c t  and  symbol o f  many t h i n g s  -a  
c o l o n i a l  and  c a p i t a l i s t  economy a n d  p o l i t y ,  b a s i c  c u l t u r a l  
v a l u e s  such  a s  p r iv a c y  a n d  d o m e s t ic i ty #  t l  c o n c e p t  o f  p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  and  th e  f a m i ly  s t r u c t u r e  am ongst o t h e r s . 1 (49)

B e a r in g  t h i s  in  m in d , a  fo r m a l  d e f i n i t i o n  Of a d e ta c h e d  house 

(w hich  would  en co m p iss  b o th  the  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  and  B d v ard ian  e r a s  in  

J o h n n e s b u r g ) i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  s e p a r a t e  o r  d e ta c l ie d  d w e l l i n g ,  som etim es 

w i th  a v e ra n d a h ,  g e n e r a l l y  o c c u p ie d  by one h o u se h o ld  o r  f a m i ly  (50) 

an d  l o c a t e d  on i t s  own p lo t .  ,w i th  no one l i v i n g  ab o v e  a t  th e  s id e  o r  

be low .

B ecause  o f  i t s  r e l a t i v e  in d e p en d en ce  and  t h e r e f o r e  i n h e r e n t  

f l e x i b i l i t y #  the  d e ta c h e d  house h appens  to  be the  b e s t  v e h i c l e  fo r  

d i s p l a y i n g  the  fo rm al t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  in  h - n s .n g  betw een 

1890 an d  1920. The o t h e r  h o u s in g  ty p e s  have u n f o r t u n a t e  an d  r i g i d  

p la n  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  g e n e r a l l y  d i c t a t e d  by t i g h t  s t a n d  d im e n s io n s  

( u s u a l l y  b e in g  crammed o n to  the c o n v e n t io n a l  50x100 f o o t  p l o t -  o r  

m u l t i p l e s  t h e r e o f )  and  a l l o t t e d  c a p i t a l  -w h ich  w is  s m a l l ,  a s  th e s e  

w ere  in t e n d e d  f o r  th o s e  low er down th e  s o c i a l  s c a l e .  C o m p a ra t iv e ly ,  

t h i s  s h i f t  i s  in  th e  t e r r a c e  and  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  h o u s e ,  a  c o s m e t ic  

g e s t u r e ,  w i th  th ie ir  i n t e r n a l  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  thie m ost p a r t  b e in g  

b a r e l y  c h a l l e n g e d  ( thie change  i s  m a in ly  r e f l e c t e d  in  e l e v a t i o n a l



a d o r n m e n t ) .  The o p p o r t u n i t y  to  b u i l d  a t  w i l l ,  f r e e  from the  many

c o n s t r a i n t s  w hich s h a c k le d  th e  o t h e r  t y p e s ,  r e s u l t e d  in  the  d e ta c h e d

house b e in g  the  b e a r e r  o f  th e  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  t u r n s  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 1s

p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  I r o n i c a l l y  ‘"h is  l i b e r t y  was t r e a t e d  w i th  c a u t i o n ,

the  change  i t  underw en t o c c u r r i n g  in  a  t e n t a t i v e  and  somewhat b i t t y

f a s h io n  -m ore a  f a i l i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  to  econom ic r i s k  th a n  an  i n h e r e n t

la c k  o f  p o t e n t i a l  on the  u n i t ' s  p a r t .

D e s p i te  ta rd y  d e s ig n  a t t i t u d e s  th e  'R e p o r t  o f  th e  Jo h a n n e sb u rg

Housing C om m ission ' o f  1903, p a i n t s  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  d e ta c h e d

h o u s e ' s  wide u s a g e ,  i t s  d e s i r a b i l i t y  and  i t s  a s s u r e d  f u t u r e :

' I t  m ust n o t  be f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  w i th  the  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t  w i th i n  a  r a d i u s  o f  ( s a y )  one 
m ile  from the  c e n t r e  o f  th e  town, n e a r l y  e v e r y  house o r  a t  an y  
r a t e  e v e ry  two h o u s e s ,  s t a n d  on t h e i r  own g ro u n d .  In  a new 
c o u n t r y  l i k e  th e  T r a n s v a a l  th e  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  to  be 
s e l f - c o n t a i n e d ,  an d  n o t  to  be im m e d ia te ly  a d j a c e n t  to  your n e x t  
d o o r  n e i g h b o u r , i s  n o t  o n e # in  ou r  o p i n i o n , to  be d e p r e c a t e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  ’.'hen i t  i s  remembered t h a t  enorm ous a r e a s  o f  
u n o c c u p ie d  g round  s u r ro u n d  the  tow n , b u t  the  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  
i d e a l ,  w hich may be s a i d  to  be f i r m ly  p l a n t e d  in  e v e r y o n e ,
in c lu d in g  the  c l a s s  the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  w h ich  we have had m a in ly  to
c o n s i d e r  must be f o r g o t t e n .  The g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p o p u la t io n  o f  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  l i e s  s p r e a d  o v e r  a  v e r y  l a r g e  a r e a , 
an d  c e r t a i n l y  n o th in g  l i k e  th e  d en se  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p r e v a i l i n g  in  
th e  o l d e r  c i t i e s  can be se e n  h e r e . ' (51 )

W ith such  r h e t o r i c  from a governm en t s o u rc e  the  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  the

d e ta c h e d  I to use was g u a r a n t e e d .

D. THE SPECULATIVE ENVIRONMENT -  SUBURBAN TEXTURES

( i )  BACKGROUND

Jo h a n n e sb u rg  b e in g  a Late a r r i v e r  in Uie e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  o f  

muss h o u s in g  p r o v i s io n  was d e v o id  o f  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  h o u s in g  ( i n  t i e  

European s e n s e ) ,  and  a l t h o u g h  by no means exem pt from h-'gh d e n s i t y  and  

u n s a n i t a r y  s lu m - l ik e  zo n es  ( t h e  to w n sh ip s  o f  th e  w ork ing  and  la b o u r  

c l a s s e s  -m os t n o t a b ly  B u t g e r s d o r p ) , th e  m idd le  c l a s s e s  s l o t t e d  somewhat 

e x p e c t a n t l y  i n t o  w hat by th en  hud become a  r e l a t i v e l y  a d v a n c e d ,



Page 42

s a l u b r i o u s  e n v i ro n m e n t .  T h i s  d o es  n o t  how ever , a p p e a r  to  be p e c u l i a r  to

Jo h a n n e s b u rg  —more a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  V i c t o r i a n  c o l o n i a l  surburb-an

d e v e lo p m en t :  Anthony King d e s c r i b e s  the  e a r l y  domet,^ic e n v i ro n m e n t  o f

A u s t r a l i a ,  w h ich  beca u se  o f  th e  l a t e  a c c e p ta n c e  and  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f

re a d y  nude su b u rb an  c o n c e p ts#  d e v e lo p e d  a s  an  u rb an  n a t i o n :

' . . . u n l i k t  c e r t a i n  c i t i e s  in  B r i t a i n ,  o r  much l a t e r  c i t i e s  o f  
E u ro p e , tix-ae o f  A u s t r a l i a  w ere n e v e r , by c o m p a r iso n ,  ' i n d u s t r i a l ' . 
They n e v e r  tu d  an in h e r i t a n c e  o f  o l d ,  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  h o u s i n g . . .  
from th e  b e g i n n in g , t h e r e f o r e , A u s t r a l i a  d e v e lo p e d  a s  an  urban  
n a t i o n . ' (52)

Thus on a  g lo b a l  s c a l e :

' . . . A u s t r a l i a ,  f a r  from b e in g  o r  becoming a  n a t i o n  a p a r t  -w as 
r e a l l y  one s m a l l  p a r t  o f  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u rb a n ,  o r  subu rban  
c u l t u r e ,  c r e a t e d  by W este rn  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  M e t r o p o l i t a n i s a t i o n  an d  
the  b r i e f  span  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  h i s t o r y  b e f o r e  1900 gave th e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s . . . i n s u f f i c i e n t  t im e ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  o r  i n c l i n a t i o n  
to  d e v e lo p  a  t r u l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  way o f  l i f e .  In  f a c t  th e  m ajo r p a r t  
o f  A u s t r a l L  n e f f o r t  was d i r e c t e d  to w ard s  the  p r e c i s e  o p p o s i t e  - a n  
a t t e m p t  to  c r e a t e  p r o v i n c i a l  E ng land  in  th e  A ntipodes.- T h i s  p r o c e s s  
was prom oted  by a  c o n t in u o u s  f low  o f  p e o p l e , c a p i t a l ,  l e a s  and 
t e c h n iq u e s  from B r i t a i n '  (53)

A lthough  r e l e v a n t  to  J o h a n n e s b u r g , the  p a r a l l e l  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y

c o n s i s t e n t -  d iv e rg e n c e  o c c u r r i n g  in  the  u n d e r s t a n d in g  and

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  'p r o v i n c i a l  E n g la n d ' - t h i s  and  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a

h o s t  o f  c o l l o q u i a l i s m s  d i s t a n c e d  l o c a l  h o u s in g  from i t s  a n c e s t o r s .

However, e x p l i c i t  p o i n t e r s  su ch  a s  the  g a rd e n  c i t y  movement t a d  a

p ro fo u n d  in f l u e n c e  ( a l b e i t  s l i g h t l y  p e r v e r t e d  in  the  J o h a n n e sb u rg

c o n t e x t ) , and w hich a s  m en tio n ed  v e ry  b r o a d ly  prom oted  th e  use  o f  the

s e m i-d e ta c h e d  a n d  d e ta c h e d  h o u se .  The movement w hich  i n i t i a l l y

o r i g i n a t e d  from B r i t a i n  owed som eth ing  o f  i t s  im p e tu s  to  a  p a r t i c u l a r

s p e c u l a t i v e  dev e lo p m en t a t  Turn ham G reen o u t s i d e  London begun in  1875

(com ion ly  known a s  B edfo rd  P a r k ) . I t  was a  w id e ly  ad m ired  estat** o f

r e d - b r i c k  Queen Anne hous s  in  a l e a f y  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  w i th  i t s  cwn s h o p s ,

c h u rc h ,  c lu b  and  in n .  E x p re s s in g  a d i s e n c h a n tm e n t  w i th

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,  th e  c o n c e p t  s h a re d  much w i th



W ill ia m  M o r r i s ' s  dream o f  a s e m i - r u r a l  A r t s  and  C r a f t s  u t o p i a ,  fcven 

b e f o r e  E b en e eze r  Howard f o r m a l i s e d  the  id e a  in  1898 in  h i s  'Tomorrow: A 

P e a c e f u l  P a th  to  R eal Reform ' - a  body o f  th e o ry  w hich  o u t l i n e d  a  model 

f o r  th e  Garden C i t y ,  th e  id e a  o f  su b u rb  was b e in g  e x t e n s i v e l y  e x p l o i t e d  

a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld .  Though th e s e  e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t s  la c k e d  th e  f i n e  edge  

o f  H o w a rd 's  i d e a s ,  th ey  l a r g e l y  a c h ie v e d  th e  d i s t a n c e  and  hence m easure 

o f  s e c l u s i o n  betw een th e  l i v i n g  zone and  th e  n o i s y ,  d i r t y  s u r r o u n d in g s  

o f  the  work e n v i ro n m e n t .  The f i r s t  c o n t r i v e d  Garden C i ty  to  c l e a r l y  

d e m o n s t r a te  H ow ard 's  i d e a s  was a t  L e tc h w o r th  in  H e r t f o r d s h i r e ,  which 

was s t a r t e d  in  1903. A f t e r  t h i s  h u n d red s  o f  d ev e lo p m en ts  s p r o u te d  a l l  

o v e r  th e  w o r ld ,  a l l  d e p e n d e n t  on th e  same b a s i c  them e. In  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  

p a le  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  w ere to  be found : 'The H i l l  ,

T u r f f o n t e i n  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 —7 an d  1 .1 —8] a n d  s e v e r a l  sm a l l  m ining  

v i l l a g e s  em braced v e s t i g e s  o f  t h e i r  l a y o u t  p a t t e r n s ,  by i n c o r p o r a t i n g  

g e o m e tr ic  s e t  p i e c e s  an d  b ro a d  B o u le v a rd s  w i th i n  t h e i r  o th e rw is e  

monotonous f a b r i c s .  Many o f  th e  s u b u rb s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w e r e n ' t  a s  

o b v io u s ly  d e p e n d e n t  on th e s e  s l i g h l y  g r a n d io s e  a r r a n g e m e n ts ,  b u t  tended  

to  r e l y  on th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  and  e t ieap e r  g r i d  s y s te m s .  However, the  

i n f l u e n c e  la n g u is h e d  in  th e  fu n d am e n ta l  t e n e t  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  and  th e  

c o n s c io u s  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  s p a c io u s  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  w i th  the  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a 

few s e l e c t  r o a d s  p ic k e d  o u t  f o r  s p e c i a l  t r e a tm e n t  - u s u a l l y  w idened  and  

l i n e d  w i th  w i th  t r e e s .  Most how ever, s a d ly  nev e r  r e a l l y  a p p ro a c h e d  the  

c r e a t i o n  o f  an  e n v i ro n m e n t  t h u t  r e s e m b le d  any  th in g  l i k e  ' p r o v i n c i a l  

E n g l a n d ' .  A lthough  some i d e a s  w ere used  i .  vna the  d e s i r e  t o r  

s e p a r a t i o n  - b o t h  from the  work p la c e  and  n e ig h b o u r  , t h a t  was m ost \< 

e v i d e n c e .  However, s e p a r a t i o n  was m e re ly  th e  m a n i f e s t s ,  ion o f  ttie 

' . . . g r o w i n g  m i d d l e - c l a s s  u rg e  to  e s c a p e  from the  c o n g e s t i o n  o f  the  

u rban  w o rk p lace  and  l i v e  p e a c e f u l l y  in  a m in i -A rc a d ia  w here e a c h  fa m i ly  

c o u ld  p ro c la im  i t s  own i d e n t i t y  th ro u g h  th e  medium o f  a  d e ta c h e d



h o u s e . '  ( 5 4 ) .  Of c o u r s e  l a t e r ,  w i th  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  more e f f i c i e n t  

u rb an  t r a n s p o r t  th e  move to  more f a r  f lu n g  r e a c h e s  was a f f o r d e d ,  w hich 

e n t r e n c h e d  th e  g u a r a n te e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  s e p a r a t i o n .  N ic h o la s  T a y lo r  

d e l v e s  d eep  i n t o  th e  m id d le —c l a s s  p s y c h e , r a t i o n a l i s i n g  the  m o t iv a t io n  

an d  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  p u r s u i t s :

' . . . T o  th e  e x t e n t  t l B t  i t  o f f e r e d  g r e a t e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  
p e r s o n a l  p r i v a c y ,  the  s u b u rb  t e s t i f i e s  to  th e  g row ing  v a lu e  p la c e d  
on th e  ' s e p a r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l ' .  A l l  th e s e  r e l a t e d  a s p e c t s  o f  p r iv a c y ,  
i n t r i c a c y ,  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  m ic r o c l im a te  a r e  in  th e  e n d . . . a  m a t t e r  
o f  i d e n t i t y  - o f  eac h  f a m i l y ' s  p o s s e s s io n  o f  i t s  own s p e c i a l  
t e r r i t o r y , ' . . . ' B u t  w h i le  s u b u rb ia  c i d  n o t  e x c lu d e  e c c e n t r i c i t y  i t  
d id  n o t  e n c o u ra g e  e i t h e r  ro m a n t ic  a l i e n a t i o n  o r  r e b e l l i o n .  I t  
s t r e s s e d  th e  s e p a r a t e n e s s  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  more th an  h i s  
d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s . . . T h e  o r d i n a r y  s u b u rb  a ssu m ed , i f  i t  d id  n o t  
im pose , a t  l e a s t  ou tw ard  c o n f o r m i ty  o f  b e h a v io u r ;  b u t  in  i t s  
p la n n in g  and  in  the sym bolism  o f  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i t  t r i e d  to  see  
to  i t  t h a t  su ch  c o n fo rm i ty  took  p la c e  by i n d i v i d u a l s  and  f a m i l i e s  
c u t  o f f  from th e  o b t r u s i v e  s o c i e t y  o r  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w s . ' 
(55)

( i i )  REALISATION

a . )  Tow nship la y o u t and  th e  b lo c k .

Most o f  th e  m idd le  an d  w ork ing  c l a s s  to w n s h ip s  o r  su b u rb s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1920 assum ed a r i g i d  l a y o u t  b a se d  on th e  

g r i d - i r o n  s y s te m .  Only v e ry  o c c a s i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  by an  o v a l  o r  

s g u a ie  ( som etim es a 'w o r k in g '  o r  m a rk e t  s q u a re  su ch  a s  F o rd sb u rg  

s q u a r e ) th e  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  g r i d s '  em ploym rat seem s to  s tem  from one 

o f  e f f i c i e n c y :  a  prim e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  th e  p la n n in g  o f  a m idd le  

c l a s s  e s t a t e  was to  c o v e r  th e  g ro u n d  w i th  a s  many h o u ses  a s  p o s s i b l e  

( in  boom--towns l a n d l o r d s  were se ldom  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  e n s u r in g  h ig h  

s tan c fa rd s  o f  l a y o u t ) .

The l a y o u t  of to w n sh ip s  d e s ig n e d  by ( 1 . )  th e  governuient d i f f e r e d  

in  many r e s [x ? c t s  from t h a t  o f  ( 2 . )  p r i v a t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  to w n sh ip s :

1. J o h a n n e sb u rg  c e n t r e  (governm en t p l a n n e d ) , was l a i d  o u t  on a 

p ie c e  o f  a l m o s t  f e a t u r e l e s s  v e l d  and  confo rm ed  to  a  t y p i c a l ,  

a lm o s t  ' d o r p - s t a n d a r d '  l a y o u t .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  v a s :



•No one i n  o f f i c i a l  c i r c l e s  a t  the  tim e th o u g h t  t h a t  
J o h a n n e sb u rg  would e v e r  am ount to  a n y t h in g  l a r g e r  o r  more 
im p o r ta n t  t h i n  B a rb e r to n  o r  even  P i l g r i m s  R e s t . . . A c c o r d i n g l y ,  
th e  w id th  o f  the  main s t r e e t  was to  be o n ly  75 f e e t  and  t h a t  
o f  o t h e r s  a  mere 7 0 . . .  Thus the  f u t u r e  C i t y ' s  c e n t r a l  a r e a  was 
p la n n e d  a s  a  tem p o ra ry  e x p e d i e n t  an d  one w hereby the  
Government would g a in  the  maximum re v e n u e  in  th e  s h o r t e s t  
p o s s i b l e  t i m e . 1 (56)

- t o  be f a i r  t h i s  p o l i c y  was n o t  a t  a l l  uncommon, governm ent o r  

n o t .  The b lo c k  was s q u a r e  and s m a l l , a p p r o x im a te ly  200xJ00 cape  

F e e t  - t h e  th e o ry  b e in g  t h t  t h i s  a f f o r d e d  more c o r n e r s  f o r  b a r s .  

The s t a n d s  t h a t  c o m p rise d  th e  n o r t h / s o u t h  f l a n k s  o f  t i e  b lock  

c o m p rise d  fo u r  50x50 Cape F e e t  s t a n d s ,  w h i l s t  the  e a s t /w e s t ,  f l a n k s  

w ere  made up o f  50x50*s  on th e  c o r n e r s  and  5 0 x 1 0 0 's  ( u s u a l l y  o n ly  

two) in b e tw e e n .  In  c e n t r a l  Jo lw n n e sb u rg  h ow ever , i t  d i f f e r e d  from 

th e  t y p i c a l  b lo c k  to  th e  n o r t h  ( i n  b r a a m fo n te in  and  H il lb ro w )  in  

t h a t  the  l a t t e r  were a f f o r d e d  a  s e r v i c e  ro a d  o r  s a n i t a r y  la n e  

w h ich  r a n  th ro u g h  th e  m id d le  ( e a s t - w e s t ) . T h is  1 p o l i t e 1 f a c i l i t y  

was used  f o r  the  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ' n i g h t - s o i l '  and  r e f u s e  a s  w e l l  a s  

to  p r o v id e  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  means by w h ich  c o a l  d e l i v e r i e s  c o u ld  be 

made. I t s  o c c u r r e n c e  in  th e s e  a r e a s  i s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  tha t,  th e y  

w ere  p ro b a b ly  m eant f o r  d o m e s t ic  a s  o pposed  to  com m ercia l p u rp o s e s

from t h e i r  i n c e p t i o n .

2 .  T u rn in g  to  th e  b lo c k  o f  the  p r i v a t e  e s t a t e ,  th e  n o s t  o b v io u s  

d i f f e r e n c e  i s  the  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  in  b lo c k  l e n g t h ,  a l t h o u g h  

g e n e r a l l y  i t  was s t i l l  lo n g e r  than  a  t y p i c a l  c e n t r a l  J o h a n n e s b u rg  

b lo c k .  The e x t r a  l e n g t h  m eant t h i t  th e  b lo c k  c o u ld  be b roken  i n t o  

more s t a n d s  and  l e s s  la n d  win w as ted  on r o a d s ,  iho ex p en se  o f  

p r o v id in g  f o r  a s a n i t a r y  la n e  a l s o  w ent by th e  b o a rd  - t h e  w id th  o f  

th e  b lo c k  b e in g  th u s  r e d u c e d .

A lth o u g h  th e  g r i c  , i t t e r n  w is  seldom d i s t u r b e d  in  n e g o t i a t i n g  

to p o g r a p h i c a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s ,  th e  o v e r a l l  p l a c in g  o f  the  g r i d  o f t e n

A sjrxltlr AE



to o k  th e s e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a n d  even  d e te rm in e d  ttie l i m i t s  o f  che g r i d  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  From th e  pa tchw ork  o f  ju x ta p o s e d  g r i d s  w hich 

c o n s t i t u t e  th e s e  e a r l y  s u b u rb s  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 - 9  and  1 . 1 - 1 0 ] ,  i t  

becomes e v i d e n t  t h a t  no o v e r a l l  town p la n n in g  p r i n c i p l e  t o r  

J o h a n n e s b u rg  e x i s t e d  a t  t h i s  t i n e  ( t i e  e s t a b )  is lunen t o t  a  Town 

P la n n in g  D epartm en t o c c u r r i n g  in  19 3 3 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  p l a n s  o f  p ro p o seu  

to w n sh ip s  showing the  new s t r e e t s  and  the  g e n e r a l  d r a in a g e  t a d  to  be 

s u b m i t te d  to  th e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  By 1903 s u r v e y o r s  had to  su b m it  

p la n s  to  th e  Town E n g in e e r  o f  p ro p o se d  new s u b u rb s  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  A 

d r i v e  a im ed  a t  u n i f o r m i ty  (w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s is  on s t r e e t  

p a t t e r n  an d  tow nsh ip  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n )  was i n s t i t u t e d  in  1911, and 

w hich s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  a l l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  p l o t s  had to  be a t  r i g h t  

a n g l e s  to  th e  ro a d  edge  e x c e p t  in  c a s e s  w here t o p o g r a p h i c a l  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p r e v e n te d  i t .  

b„)  D iv i s i o n s  w i t h i n  th e  b lo c k

Most o f  the  b lo c k s  in t e n d e d  f o r  m idd le  to  lo w e r -m id d le  c l a s s  

d o m e s t ic  use  (be th ey  o f  p r i v a t e  o r  governm ent s to c k )  t h a t  wee l a i d  

o u t  b e f o r e  190C, were d iv i d e u  i n t o  s t a n d s  (5 7 )  o f  100x50 Cape F e e t  

- o r  a t  l e a s t  m u l t i p l e s  t h e r e o f .  As q u i t e  o f t e n  o c c u r r e d  in  an  a r e a  

where a l l  the  s t a n d s  were s e t  a t  50x100 Cape F e e t ,  the  b u i l d e r  in  

the  c o u r s e  o f  making a more up m a rk e t  house w ould  l i n k  two s t a n d s  

( o c c a s i o n a l l y  even  f o u r )  t o g e t h e r  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 -2 3  and  1 .1 -24 ,1 .

The l a t e r  s u b u rb s  in t e n d e d  fo r  m id d le  to  u p p e r -m id d le  c l a s s  l ious ing ,  

tended  to  be a s s e s s e d  in  te rm s  o f  a c r e a g e ,  w hich  s u g g e s t s  a  k ic k  

a g a i n s t  r e c t i l i n e a r  c o n s t r a i n t  b u t  in  most s p e c u l a t i v e  dev e lo p m en t 

the  s t a n d  te n d ed  to  be t i e d  to  th e  m odule.

I n i t i a l l y  to w ev e r ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  ' thrown t o g e t h e r '  community was 

l o o s e l y  a s se m b le d  such  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  a r e a s  o f  s i m i l a r

*



s o c i a l  c l a s s  were u n c l e a r .  The t a c t  t h a t  some became a g i t a t e d  a b o u t  

i t  l e d  t o  i n t e r e s t i n g  u rban  d ev e lo p m e n ts :

' . . . e s t a t e s  a r e  c u t  up i n t o  p l o t s  ( a lv a y s  a p p r o x im a te ly  rhe 
above  m en tio n ed  s i z e  [50x100 Cape F e e t ] ) ,  an d  p l o t s  a r e  s o ld  
s i n g l y  o r  o th e rw is e  w i th o u t  a n y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  to  c l a s s ,  
q u a l i t y ,  o r  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  h o u ses  to  be e r e c t e d ,  e x c e p t  
p e rh a p s  f o r  a provi.'jo t h a t  no house b u i l t  on tlio g round  s h a l l  be 
o c c u p ie d  by t  c o lo u re d  p e o p l e . I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t  
f o r  a man, who has  a s  a  p io n e e r  b u i l t  a  house o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  b o th  in  s i z e  an d  a p p e a r a n c e ,  to  f i n d  i t  
s u r ro u n d e d  by a  row o r  s e r i e s  o f  houses  sq u eeze d  e a c h  on a p l o t  
o f  g round  v e ry  l i t t l e  lo n g e r  and  v e ry  l i t t l e  b r o a d e r  than  
th e m se lv e s  - a  j u x t a p o s i t i o n , to  sav  the  l e a s t  o f  i t ,  e x c e e d in g ly  
g a l l i n g  to  th e  p i o n e e r . 1 (50)

The e a r l y  s o c i a l  m in g l in g  t l i a t  to o k  p la c e  was a  r e s u l t  o f  b o th

l i m i t e d  o p t i o n s  an d  th e  i i . i v i a l  g ro p in g  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  e a r l y

p io n e e r in g  com m unit ies  e f f o r t s .  One o f  th e  v a y s  th e  p roblem  was

e v e n t u a l l y  overcom e wtac by th e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  s t i p u l a t i o n  c l a u s e s  in

the  l e a s e h o i  1 / f r e e h o l d  a g re e m e n ts  w hich a c c o r d in g  to  t h e i r

s t r i n g e n c y  and  a s s o c i a t e d  e x p e n s e , would tiave p r e v e n te d  b u i l d e r s

from ta k in g  up the  s t a n d s  in  t i e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e .  Thus the  sy s tem  o f

t a c i t l y  d e te rm in in g  th e  s o c i a l  l e v e l  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ' s

r e s i d e n t s  was d e v e lo p e d .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  S te p h a n  M u th e s iu s  n o t e s  t h i s

p r e j u d i c i a l  t r a i t  a s  i t  e x i s t e d  in  V i c t o r i a n  E ngland  : ' . . . t h e

E n g l i s h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s l i k e d  the  c l o s e  p r o x im i ty  o f  d i f f e r e n t

c l a s s e s ;  even  th e  m idd le  c l a s s e s  r d n o t  w an t to  be too  c l o s e  to  the

low er m idd le  c l a s s e s . '  (5 9 )  ( a l s o  s e e  n o te  (6 0 ) )  - t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n

was p ro b a b ly  n o t  so  much th e  d i r e c t  c a u se  o f  an  im p o r t a t i o n  th a n  a

u n i v e r s a l  and  i n n a t e  huiiun f a i l i n g .  What em erged U i e r e a f t e r  were

p o c k e t  co m m u n it ie s  o f  s i m i l a r  econom ic s t a t u s .

' From e a r l y  new spaper r e p o r t s  and  o ld  p h o to g ra p h s  i t  would 
a p p e a r  t h a t  e a c h  s u b u rb  hud a d i f f e r e n t  f l a v o u r ,  w hich c o u ld  be 
sum m arised a s  f o l l o w s :  B e lg r a v ia  was v e r y  s e l e c t  w i th  some l a r g e  
v i l l a s  on s p a c io u s  s t a n d s  (and  even  had a  p a i r  o f  g a t e s  on 
M a rs h a l l  S t r e e t  to  em p h asize  i t s  e x c l u s i v e n e s s ) : T r o y e v i l l e , 
w i th  i t s  A f r ik a a n s  s t r e e t  names, a im ed a t  th e  u rb an  A f r ik a n e r  
m i d d l e - c l a s s :  J e p p e s to w n ,  w i th  i t s  d e n s e r  mix, was the  'h a v e n 1 
o f  th e  t h r i f t y  a r t i s a n ;  K e n s in g to n ,  th e  l a t e  com er, had a  mixed



b u t  m a in ly  m id d le  c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r  in  i t s  o l d e s t  p a r t s .  The v e ry  
names o f  th e  s u b u rb s  th e m s e lv e s  g iv e n  s t r o n g  c l u e s  to  the  
p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  e a c h  a r e a  (o r  l a c k  o f  th rm ) w hich  c t  ttie same 
time r e f l e c t e d  the  f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  su b u rb  was a s p e c u l a t o r ' s  
v e n t u r e . 1 (61 )

The n a t u r e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b u r b ' s  f a b r i c  was l a r g e l y  d ependen t 

on th e  r e s i d e n t s '  s o c i a l  a w a re n e s s  an d  th e  d e g re e  to  w hich the  

e x c l u s i o n  sy s tem  ta d  been im p lem en ted .  T h i s  in  tu r n  r e f l e c t e d  u te  

p r o p e r t i o n a 1 o u a n t i t y  o f  che v a r i o u s  h o u s in g  ty p e s  w hich 

p re d o m in a te d  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  In  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  some id e a  o f  

ttv? t e x t u r e s  o f  th e  to w n s h ip s ,  a s t u d  ' o f  a  sam ple  a r e a  o f  

Jo h a n n e sb u rg  has  been d o n e ,  and  s i n c e  i t  i s  b a se d  on a e r i a l  

p h o to g r a p h ic  s u rv e y  done in  1922-23 ( t h a t  a l a s  d o e s  n o t  em brace 

J o t t i n n e s b u r g ' s  e n t .  r e t y ) ,  th e  a r e a  i s  in  a  c r e s c e n t  shape  s k i r t i n g  

th e  c i t y  c e n t r e  cn  i t s  n o r t h  and  e a s t e r n  e d g e s  ( 6 2 ) .  A lthough  most 

o f  the  to w n sh ip s  exam ined w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  the  tu r n  o f  the  

c e n t u r y ,  s e v e r a l  o n ly  r e a l l y  f l o u r i s h e d  a f t e r  th e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War. 

R e p re s e n t in g  s p e c u l a t i v e  to w n sh ip  dev e lo p m en t from b o th  e r a s ,  the  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  h o u .e  c o u n t  i s  s e t  by the  d a t e s  1922 -23 ,  d i s c l o s e s  th e  

a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  a  major p o r t i o n  o f  th o se  s u b u rb s  d e v e lo p e d  b e f o r e  

th e  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n t u r y  w ere  n o t  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .  A lthough  th e  

f i g u r e s  an d  th e  d i a g r a i m a t i c  maps w i l l  com m unicate th e  q u a n t i t i v e  

f e e l ,  the  a c t u a l  t e x t u r e  ( q u a l i t a t i v e )  o f  th e  b u i l t  e n v i ro n m e n t  i s  

b e s t  d i s p l a y e d  p i c t o r i a l l y  and  w i l l  be in c lu d e d  in  the  fo l lo w in g  

summary.

1: The P re -1 9 0 0  to w n s h ip .

l a :  M iddle c l a s s e s  e . g .  Doom f o n t s  in .

A lthough  i n i t i a l l y  a t t r a c t i n g  the  more a f f l u e n t  numbers o f  

J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  tn u s  c o n t a i n i n g  many f i n e  l a r g e  f r e e  

s t a n d in g  v i l l a s  ( th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w a te r  b e in g  a m ajo r draw c a r d ) ,  

Doom f o n t s  in  q u ic k ly  f e l l  from upp er  c l a s s  f a v o u r  (b e in g  f o r s a k e n



f o r  more rem o te  r e a c h e s  su c h  a s  P a rk to w n ) # a n d  v e s  o v e r ta k e n  by the  

m id d le  (an d  even  lo w e r -m id d le )  c l m a e s  who su p p o sed  th e y  c o u ld  bask  

a  l i t t l e  in  i t s  e x c l u s i v e n e s s .  The l a r g e r  h o u se s  were p re d o m in a n t ly  

to  be found a lo n g  th e  n o r t h e r n  f l a n k  o f  D o o rn fo n te in  (a ro u n d  

S a ra to g a  A venue),  w h i l s t  th e  low er and  more e x t e n s i v e  a r e a s  were 

d e n s e ly  p o p u la te d .  See FIGURE 1 .1 - 1 1 .

DOORNFONTEIN ( e s t .  1887) ( u = u n i t s )

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etached  h o u s e s  268 56 %
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  83 (166 u) 35 %
T e r r a c e  h o u se s  10 (39 u) 8 %
C o rn er  s h o p /h o u s e s  3 (3  u) *6 %

See a l s o  n o te  (63 ) f o r  f u r t h e r  exam ple .

l b :  Low er-m iddle  c l a s s e s  e . g .  B ra a m fo n te in .  O r i g i n a l l y

e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  Z .A .^ .  a s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  f o r  m id d le  c l a s s

A f r i k a n e r s ,  B raam fo n te in  was one o f  th e  f i r s t  e x t e n s i o n s  to  the  town

c e n t r e  ( l a i d  o u t  in  18 8 8 ) .  B e a r in g  i t s  e a r l y  v in t a g e  in  mind, i t  i s

l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  sm a l l  ( t e r t i a r y  o r  b a c k y a rd )  i n d u s t r y  s p i l l e d

o v e r  and  began  to  f l o u r i s h  w i t h i n  th e  p r e d o m in a n t ly  d o m e s t ic  dom ain.

The h o u s in g  ty p e s  a r e  o f  a  more th o ro u g h  mix th an  th e  a fo re m e n t io n e d

su b u rb  ( t e r r a c e  h o u se s  up to  22% an d  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  up to  39% [ c f .

FIGURE 1 .1 -1 2  and  1 .1 - 1 3 ] .  See FIGURE 1 .1 - 1 4 .

BRAAMFONTEIN ( e s t .  1889)AND WANDERERS VIEW ( e s t .  1894)

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS
D etached  h o u s e s  401 36 %
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  217 (434 u) 39 %
T e r r a c e  h o u s e s  67 (250 u) 22 %
C orner  s h o p /h o u s e s  23 (32 u) 3 %

1c: Mixed (U p p e r-m id d le ,  m id d le  an d  lo w e r -m id d le  c l a s s e s )  e . g .  

J ep p es to w n .  Again a  v e ry  e a r l y  su b u rb  ( a l t h o u g h  p r i v a t e l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d )  t h a t  a l lo w e d  f o r  mixed s o c i a l  c l a s s  h o u s in g .  W ith o u t  

th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  a s  th e  fo rm er how ever, d i s t i n c t  zo n es

Ml



w i t h i n  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s  can  be d i s c e r n e d :  f o r  exam ple  th e  n o r th e r n  

s t r i p  c£ i t s  e a s t e r n  h u l f  was made i n t o  an  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r a a  

m a in ta in e d  by r u l e  o f  minimum s ta n d  a r e a  and  house b u d g e t .  O th e r  

i n s t a n c e s  o f  b e t t e r  c l a s s  h o u s in g  o c c u r r e d  c l u s t e r e d  a b o u t  th e  

e x t r a n e o u s  u rb an  s e t  p i e c e s  su ch  a s  th e  parks#  w h i l s t  the  rem a in d e r  

o f  th e  f a b r i c  was th o ro u g h ly  m ixed . See FICURF 1 .1 - 1 5 .

JEPPESTOWN (INCLUDING BELGRAVIA) ( e s t .  1888)

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etached  houses  733
S e n i - d e t a c h e d  h o u s e s  336 (672 u) 40 %
T e r r a c e  h o u ses  57 (214 u) *
C o rn e r  s h o p /h o u s e s  41 (46 u) 3%

A p red o m in an t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  p re -1 9 0 0  s p e c u l a t i v e  s u b u rb  

th u s  la y  in  i t s  m o t t l e d  c o m p o s i t io n  - c o n t a i n i n g  a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  

h o u s in g  ty p e s  mixed t o g e t h e r .  A c o n s i s t e n t  f a b r i c  v e s  however n o t  

e n t i r e l y  unknown# p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  low er o r  w ork ing  c l a s s  a r e a s  

su ch  a s  Fordifcurg [FIGURE 1 . 1 - 1 6 ] ,  in  w hich a l m o s t  w hole a r e a s  were 

co m p rised  o f  some form o f  t e r r a c e  h o u s in g .  B ut in  th e  m idd le  an d  

lo w e r-m id d le  c l a s s  a i e a s  o n ly  r a r e  i s o l a t e d  b lo c k s  o f  a lm o s t  

e n t i r e l y  m i d d l e - c l a s s  d e ta c h e d  h o u ses  can be found [FIGURE l . l - l " 7] .

2 . The p o s t  1900 to w n sh ip .

P o s t  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War c o n f id e n c e  c e r t a i n l y  p rom oted  the 

p o l a r i s a t i o n  o f  th e  u p p e r -m id d le  to  m id d le  c l a s s e s  from the  r e s t #  

w i th  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e i r  su b u rb an  f a b r i c  te n d e d  to w ard s  monotony 

- b e i n g  co m p rised  o f  a  ' s l e e t  h o u s in g  ty p e .  Tlie p r e - F i r s t  World War 

m id d le  to  lo w ^ r-m id d le  c l a s s  s u b u rb  how ever, s t i l l  c o n ta in e d  the  

f u l l  sp ec tru m  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g  ty p e s  - a l t h o u g h  the  t y p i c a l  

s i z e  o f  w h i t  had fo rm e r ly  been  c o n s id e r e d  th e  sum ptuous type - t h e  

d e ta c h e d  h o u se ,  in  th e s e  a r e a s  was g e n e r a l l y  s m a l l e r  than  th o s e  o f  

th e  u p p e r -m id d le  to  m i d d l e - c l a s s  s u b u rb .
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2a: U p per-m idd le  t o  m idd le  c l a s s e s  e . g .  B e re a .  D e s p i t e  Barney 

B a n a r to  b u i l d i n g  h i s  house in  th e  m id s t  o f  Berea# the  to w n sh ip  was 

d iv i d e d  i n t o  1 339 s t a n d s  o f  50x100 Cape F e e t ,  and  l a r g e l y  d e v e lo p e d  

on t h a t  b a s i s  - a l  .hough s t a n d  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  w a s n ' t  unknown [ s e e  

FIGURE 1 . 1 - 1 8 ] .  Com prised  o f  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  d e ta c h e d  houses# th e  

a r e a  was th e  t e s t i n g  g round  Lor irony a r c h e t y p a l  Edw ardian 

s p e c u l a t i v e  ty p e s  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 . 1 - 1 9 ] ,

BEREA ( e s t .  1893)

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etached  h o u se s  721 99 %
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  ho u ses  3 (6  u) .KS %
T e r r a c e  h o u se s  0 ^ %
C o rn e r  s h o p /h o u s e s  0 0 *

2b: M iddle  to  low er m id d le  c l a s s e s .  The s p e c u l a t i v e  mix o f  b o th  

H i l lb ro w  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 -1 8 ]  and  T r o y e v i l l e  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 -1 1 ]  

ap p rc  r i a t e  them f o r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  

T r o y e v i l l e  (w hich f l o u r i s h e d  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  a f t e r  H i l l b r o w ) ,  d i s p l a y s  

a w eaken ing  in  the  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  th e  t e r r a c e  house ( t h a t  i s  f o r  a 

lo w e r-m id d le  c l a s s  a r e a )  in  fa v o u r  o f  a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  ( e q u a l )  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  d e ta c h e d  to  s e m i - d e ta c h e d  h o u s e s .

HILLBROW ( e s t .  1 8 9 4 ) ,  HOSPITAL HILL ( e s t .  1889) AND ARGYLE ( e s t  1903)

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etach ed  h o u se s  504 5 /  %
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u ses  113 (226 u) 25 %
T e r r a c e  houses  38 (153 u) 17 %
C o rn er  s h o p /h o u s e s  4 (4u)  .0 4  t

TROYEV LLE ( e s t .  1891)

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etached  h o u se s  351 42
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  177 (354 u) 42 %
T e r r a c e  h o u se s  32 (133u) 15 %
C o rn e r  s h o p /h o u s e s  4 (4u)  1*

(See a l s o  -"Tte (64) f o r  f u r t h e r  exam ples)

*



A f t e r  the  F i r s t  W orld War, t y p i c a l  m idd le  t o  lo w e r -m id d le  c l a s s  

a r e a s  su ch  a s  M ay fa ir  (1 8 3 9 ) ,  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 -2 0 ]  an d  K e n i lw o r th  

(1 9 0 6 ) ,  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 - 2 1 ]  f l o u r i s h e d  ( th e  fo rm er s u f f e r i n g  from a 

long  p e r io d  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  d e l a y ) ,  d i s p l a y i n g  d iv i d e d  l o y a l t y  

Detween s e m i -d e ta c h e d  and  d e t a c h e d  h o u s in g  - w i t h  l i t t l e  to  no 

t e r r a c e  h o u s in g .

c . )  S p e c u l a t iv e  deve lopm en t w i t h i n  the  b lo c k .

A f te r  l a y in g  o u t  o f  an  e s t a t e  ( u s u a l l y  funded  an d  s u p e r v i s e d  by 

the  e s t a t e  ow ners  o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  d e v e l o p e r s ) , s e v e r a l  b u i l d e r s  would 

ta k e  o u t  l e a s e s  u s u a l l y  on a  number o f  p l o t s ,  to  b u i l d  h o u s e s .  , he 

s c a l e  o f  th e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  h o w ev er , v a r i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  r a n g in g  from 

an  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g  one o r  two h o u s e s , to  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  

u n d e r ta k in g  t h a t  may have d e v e lo p e d  many b lo c k s  w i t h i n  a n  e s t a t e .

The s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  would  th en  s e l l  the  l e a s e  o f  th e  p l o t  w i th  

the  h o u se ,  or l e t  th e  house h im s e l f .

S in c e  th e  n a t u r e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  d ev e lo p m en t depended  on a  l a r g e  

number o f  v a r i a b l e s  ( t h r e e  o f  th e  m ost fu n d am e n ta l  b e in g  the  am ount 

o f  la n d  b e in g  a v a i l a b l e ,  i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n  and  to p o g ra p h y ) ,  few 

r e p e t i t i v e  deve lopm en t { a t t o r n s  em erged .  The most o b v io u s  (and 

u n i n s p i r e d )  dev e lo p m en t p a t t e r n ,  w hich o c c u r r e d  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  th e  

S o u th  A f r ic a n  W ar, wus a s e r i e s  o f  i d e n t i c a l  h o u ses  in  a  s im p le  

s t r a i g h t  row a lo n g  a s t r e e t  ed g e  (be th e y  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  o r  d e ta c h e d  

h o u s e s ) . The monotony o f  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  was l e s s  n o t i c e a b l e  in  l a t e  

V i c t o r i a n  t im e s  b eca u se  o f  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  r i c h  and  a r t i c u l a t e d  

d o m e s t ic  fo rm s ,  b u t  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  in  the  Edw ardian  e r a  (w ith  

g r e a t l y  s i m p l i f i e d  house p a t t e r n s )  r e s u l t e d  in  a  somewhat t e d io u s  

f a b r i c .  R a th e r  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  became the  s t a n d a r d  fo r  a 

v e ry  l a r g e  number o f  s p e c u la  l i v e  d ev e lo p m en ts  ( e . g .  K e n i lw o r th  [ s e e  

FIGURE 1 . 1 - 2 1 ]  and  p a r t s  o f  Berea [ s e e  FIGURE 1 . 1 - 2 2 ] ) .  However,



many o f  th e  more 'a d v e n t u r o u s  l a y o u t s '  were b u i l t  in  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  

t im e s ,  and  i t  i s  m a in ly  w i th  th e s e  t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  co n c e rn  

i t s e l f .  W h i l s t  the  Edw ardian d e v e lo p m e n ts  te n d ed  to  be o f  a f a r  

l a r g e r  s c a l e  an d  w ere p r o d u c t s  o f  an  a lm o s t  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o c e s s ,  th e  

l a t e  V i c t o r i a n s  ( in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  a t  l e a s t )  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on many 

gnu H e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  even  though  th e y  u t i l i s e d  1 s t a n d a r d  house 

p a t t e r n s '  th e  a t t e m p t  a t  a r r a n g i n g  them i r  a way t h a t  would d i s g u i s e  

monotony was mure common. The V i c t o r i a n ' s  r e t i c e n c e  to  em brace 

p r o j e c t  s i z e s  t y p i c a l  o f  Edw ardian  H m e s ,  was p r o b a b ly  l i n k e d  to  the  

u n c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  o* th e  W itw a te r  «. Tl*t s i z e  o f  the  deve lopm en t 

was one o f  th e  most im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s  w hich d e te rm in e d  i t s  p a t t e r n ,  

an d  w h i l s t  m ost o f  th e  e a r l y  to w n sh ip s  were f i l l e d  w i th  r e l a t i v e l y  

s i t u  11 s c a l e  p r o j e c t s  ( c o m p r i s in g  2 -6  u n i t s ) ,  h a l f  to  w hole b lo c k  

d ev e lo p m en ts  were n o t  e n t i r e l y  unknown:

V a r i a t i o n  1: 2 -6  u n i t s ,  u s u a l l y  o ccu p y in g  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  a 

b lo c k :  A c a r e f u l  e x a m in a t io n  o f  the  a e r i a l  p h o to g ra p h  o f  a  p o r t i o n  

o f  New D o o rn fo n te in  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 . 1 - 2 4 ] ,  w i l l  r e v e a l  s e v e r a l  sm a l l  

s p e c u l a t i v e  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  They a r e  co m p rised  o f  f r e e  s t a n d i n g  

d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  d e v e lo p m e n ts  and  m i x tu r e s  o f  b o th  and

a t *  a l l  b u i l t  p r i o r  to  1906.

la  ( 1 ) :  l i n e a r  d e v e lo p m en t ;  s i n g l e  s id e d  -n o  a t t e m p t  

irede a t  d i s g u i s i n g  th e  r e p i t i t i o n  - [ s e e  l i n e  o f  h o u ses  l a b e l l e d  'A ' 

i r  FIGURE 1 . 1 - 2 3 ] .  A common a p p ro a c h  a s  can tie s e e r  in  b o th  FIGURE 

1 . 1 - 1 9  t Berea -d e  la d i e d  tiouoea) and  1 .1 -2 0  (M ay fa ir  - n u i n l y  

s e m i-d e ta c h e d  l o u s e s ) i s o l a t e d  c a s e s  o f  l i n e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  can tie 

d e t e c t e d .  In  FIGURE 1 .1 -2 5  ( s t a n d s  130-134 K e n i lw o r th )  how ever, th e  

l i n e  was co m p rised  o f  two house ty p e s  w hich a l t e r n a t e d  - a  sm all  

a t t e m p t  nude a t  r e d u c in g  the  monotony o f  tlie s t r a i g h t  row a p p ro a c h .

la  ( 2 ) :  l i n e a r  d e v e lo p m en t ;  d o u b le  s id e d  - s e e  c l u s t e r

*



o f  h o u ses  l a b e l l e d  'B '  in  FIGURE 1 .1 - 2 3 .

lb  ( 1 ) :  s y m m e tr ic a l ly  composed a r r a n g e m e n t ;  s i n g l e  

s i d e d  - s e e  p a i r  o f  h o u se s  l a b e l l e d  ' C  in  FIGURE 1 .1 - 2 3 .

l b  ( 2 ) :  s y m m e tr ic a l ly  composed a r r a n g e m e n t ;  d o u b le  

s i d e d  - s e e  c l u s t e r  o f  h o u ses  l a b e l l e d  'D ' in  FIGURE 1 .1 - 2 3 .

l c ;  a s y m m e t r i c a l l y  composed a r ra n g e m e n t  - t h e  c h i e f  

m o t iv a t io n  in  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  b e in g  th e  a t t e m p t  to  throw  o t h e r s  o f f  

th e  s c e n t  o f  an  i n h e r e n t  r e p e t i t i v e n e s s  - s e e  IGURE 1 .1 -2 6  in  which 

a  r e l a t i v e l y  sum ptuous fo rm al la y o u t#  was c o n t r i v e d  by means o f  

com bin ing  d e t a c h e d / s e m i—d e ta c h e d  h o u s in g  in  p u r s u i t  o f  th e s e  e n d s .

V a r i a t i o n  2; H a l f  to  w hole b lo c k s ;  Once a g a in  developm ent were 

seldom  g o v ern ed  by t a r d  r u l e ,  the  b lo c k s  m e re ly  b e in g  c o m p rise d  o f  

t . a t  w hich  an  i n d i v i d u a l  d e v e lo p e r  c o n s id e r e d  p r o f i t a b l e  un d er  the  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  G e n e r a l i t i e s  t l  *" can  fcxi g le a n e d  from th e s e  exam ples  

in c lu d e #  th e  p l a c in g  o f  sh o p s  (when in c lu d e d  in  th e  d ev e lo p m en t)  on 

c o r n e r s  an d  a g a i n s t  the  b u s i e r  i n t e r s e c t i o n s :  and  w here t e r r a c e  

h o u ses  a n d  d e ta c h e d  h o u se s  w ere b u i l t  s im u l ta n e o u s ly #  th e  t e r r a c e  

h o u ses  w ere u s u a l l y  p la c e d  a lo n g  the  b u s i e r  road# w i th  th e  t a r e  

e x c e p t io n  w ere a p r e f e r r e d  a s p e c t  f o r  th e  d e ta c h e d  h o u se s  o v e r r u l e d

t h i s  te n d e n c y .

-M a y fa i r  -d e v e lo p m e n t  bounded by 10 th  Avenue #

Langerman# l l l h  Avenue m d  H anover, d a t e :  1B98 [See FIGURE 1 .1 -2 7 ,

1 .1 -2 8  and  1 . 1 - 2 9 ] ,  'Of c o u r s e  d e v e l o p e r s  o f t e n  b o u g h t  la n d  c h e a p ly  

ii a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  b u i ld in g #  b u t  i t s  v a lu e  r o s e  in  l i n e  w i th  demand, 

and  the  o n ly  way to  e l p  denund a lo n g  w is  to  b u i l d  what v e s  c a l l e d  a 

' s t r a t e g i c '  road# or l a t e r  a  su b u rb an  r a i lw a y  l i n e . ' ( 6 5 ) .  T h is  

seem s to  1b ve been th e  c h i e f  m o t iv a t in g  f o r c e  b eh in d  t h i s  

e x c l u s i v e l y  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  developm ent#  a s  by 1898 M ay fa ir  was t h i n l y  

d e v e lo p e d  (and rem a in ed  so  u n t i l  w e l l  a f t e r  U n io n ) .  Even th e  c o r n e r s

#  - ,    r Wi # #m
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w ere l e f t  open -p e r h u p s  m eant f o r  s h o p s ,  r e m a in in g  u n b u i l t  fo r  l a c k  

o f  i n i t i a l  l o c a l  consum er s u p p o r t .  An e le m e n t  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  was 

l e n t  to  th e  deve lopm en t w i th  th e  re m a in in g  c o r n e r  s i t e s  be ing  

t r e a t e d  to  c ra n k e d  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  h o u ses  w i th  c o r n e r  t u r r e t s .

- B e r t r a m s  -d ev e lo p m en t  bo untied by G ordon, Queen and  

A sco t r o a d s ,  c . r c a  1895 [See FIGURE 1 .1 —30, 1 .1 —31 an d  1 .1 —3 3 J. T h is  

medium s i z e d  v e n tu re  i s  a  m icrocosm  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  p r o c l i v i t y ,  w hich 

i s  d i s c e r n a b l e  on many d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s :

1. B lock  c o m p o s i t io n  - t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  b o th  t e r r a c e  

an d  d e ta c h e d  h o u se s  w i t h i n  th e  same b lo c k ,  was a 

p ru d e n t  an d  s a f e  s p r e a d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  th e  a r e a  

was o f  t y p i c a l l y  mixed s o c i a l  c l a s s  - a  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  

c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  b u t  s a t i s f y  a t  l e a s t  some p o r t i o n  o f  the 

m a rk e t .

2 .  S a c r i f i c e s  made to  a c h i e v e  e x t e r n a l  e f f e c t  - t h e  

l a y o u t  o f  t h i s  b lo c k  (w hich  d i s p l a y s  a p a t e n t  a t t e m p t  

to  squeeze  th e  m ost o u t  o f  th e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d ) ,  

e n d e a v o u rs  to  r e t a i n  a  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  r e g u l a r  and  

composed f r o n ta g e  " 'te  how th e  d e s i g n e r  a c h i e v e s  t h i s  

down the  s h o r t e r  edge  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m en t ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  

l a b y r i n t h i n e  s a n i t a r y  r o u t e s .

3. The u n i t s  th e m s e lv e s  - .a l th o u g h  o r i g i n a l l y  th e  

e l e v a t i o n a  1 t r e a tm e n t  o f  the  d e ta c h e d  and  th e  t e r r a c e  

h o u ses  was d i f f e r e n t  [ s e e  FIGURE 1 .1 -3 1 ]  - a  t r e n d  which 

s o u g h t  to  mike some form o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een the  

lo w e r-m id d le  an d  m idd le  c l a s s e s ,  th ey  w ere  u l t i m a t e l y  

bound by a  s i m i l a r  a e s t h e t i c  t r e a tm e n t  - a  d e c i s i o n  

w hich even  to  th e  p r e s e n t  day embues th e  deve lopm en t 

w i th  an  e lo q u e n c e  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  e x c l u s i v e .

*



4 .  E x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  house p la n  p a t t e r n  -W ith in  th e  

h ouses  th e m s e lv e s :  a s  can  be seen  an  e x t r e m e ly  l i m i t e d  

range  o f  s t a n d a r d  h o u s in g  p a t t e r n s  was f o r c e d  to  

undergo  a  v a r i e t y  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  to  accommodate th e  

t i g h t  s i t e  c o n s t r a i n t s  - a  n e t  hod t y p i c a l  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  

e x p l o i t a t i v e  m e a su re s .  S u b t l e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  

ro o m /p assag e  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  w hich g i v e s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

the  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the  d i f f e r e n t  

houses  w i t h i n  th e  dev e lo p m en t - s e e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  

d in :  >oms w hich  were e i t h e r  t r e a t e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e

e n t i t y  o r  nade to  assum e a  c i r c u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n  a s  

w e l l .

- H i i i b tu w  -developm ent,  bounded by K o tz e ,  Q u a r tz ,  E s s e le n  

an d  T w is t  s t r e e t s ,  c t i t e :  1897 [See FIGURE 1 .1 -3 3  and 1 .1 - 3 4 ] ,  

Form alism  was the  wntchword in  t h ’ s  d ev e lo p m en t w hich v*is 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a  m i r r o r i n g  o f  tlie b lo c k  a b o u t  i t s  e a s t / w e s t  a x i s .  

The b lo c k  c o m p rise s  two ty p e s  o f  d e t a c h e d  ho u ses  ( f o r  th e  e x c e p t io n  

o f  th e  two c o r n e r s  o n to  K otze  s t r e e t ) ,  the  d e e p e r  more s p a c io u s  

ty p e s  o ccu p y in g  the  m io -b lo c k  s t a n d s  ( 5 0 1 x ! 0 0 1) ,  and  th e  s q u a t  

v a r i e t y  b e in g  sh o e -h o rn e d  i n t o  the  s r a l l e r  s q u a re  end s t a n d s  

( 5 0 ' x 5 0 ' ) .
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(2 8 )  I b i d .  p . 3 .  As r e g a r d s  th e  h i s t o r y  and deve lopm en t o f  the  row and 
t e r r a c e  house  in  E ng land ,  th e  c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  'The common E n g l i s h  Row 
h o u s e '  p r o v id e s  an  e x c e l l e n t  b a c k g ro u n d .

(2 9 )  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (2 0 ) ,  c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  "iTie A u s t r a l i a n  T e r r a c e  ,
p . 262.

(30) A l l e n ,  G ordon. The Cheap C o t ta g e  and  Sm all House. 6 th  e d .  London: B. C. 
B a t s f o r d ,  1919. p . 117.
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(31) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (2 0 ) ,  p . 11.

(32) Q uiney , A nthony. House an d  Home (a H is to r y  o f  tiie Sm all E n g l i s h  
H o u se ) .  1 s t  e d .  London: B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t in g  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1986. p . 159-160 .

(33)  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (1 )  p . 212.

(34) Ewards, A r th u r  M. The D esign  o f  S u b u r b ia .  1 s t  e d .  London: Pembridge 
P r e s s ,  1981. p . 3 2 -3 3 .

(35 )  I b i d .  p . 6 3 .

(36) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 2 0 ) ,  - c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  'The F e d e r a t io n  P e r i o d '  hy 
R ic h a rd  A p p e r ly .

(3 7 )  R e p o r t  o f  the  T ra n s v a a l  L ea se h o ld  Tow nships Commission 1912.
U .G .3 4 -1 2 .

(3 8 )  I b i d .  p . 28 . The f i r s t  two recom m endations  o f  the  Commission a r e  the
s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  in  t h i s  c o n t e x t :

' 1 .  T h a t  t a x a c io n  o f  s i t e  v a l u e s  i s  the  b e s t  an d  o n ly  a v a i l a b l e  means to  
b r in g  a b o u t  f a i r  an d  e q u i t a b l e  te rm s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  the  c o n v e r s io n  o f  
l e a s e - h o i d  i n t o  f r e e h o l d  in  sem i-G overnm cnt and  p r i v a t e  l e a s e h o ld  
Tow nsh ips .

2 .  T h a t  th e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o f  the  T ra n s v a a l  be empowered to  a d o p t  t h a t  
sy s tem  o f  r a t i n g ,  and  to  tak e  s t e p s  to  a s s i s t  th e  s t a n d  h o ld e r s  to  o b ta in  
f r e e h o l d  t h a t  we s u g g e s t  in  C h a p te r  V . '

(39) I b i d .  p . 24.

(40 ) Leyds, G.A. A H i s to r y  o f  J o h a n n e s b u rg . . . the  e a r l y  y e a r s .  Cape Town: 
N a t i o n a l s  B oekhande l,  1964 p 14. Leyds i s  q u o t in g  F.A. Simmonds book 'The
Jo h a n n e sb u rg  S t o r y '  p . 52.

(41)  L a n c a s t e r ,  C la y .  The American Bungalow. 1 s t  e d .  New York: A b b e r v i l l e  
P r e s s ,  1985. p . 13.

(42)  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 3 0 ) .

t 4 3 ) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 1 ) ,  p . 222.

(44 )  R a d fo rd ,  D enn is  J .C .  The A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  the  W este rn  Cape 1838 to  
1901. PhD. D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  th e  W i tw a te r s r a n d ,  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  
1979. p . 300.

(45) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 4 1 ) ,  p . 39 . Q u o tin g  B ig g s :  'A Bungalow in  England 
h as  come to  mean n e i t h e r  hhe s u n - p r o o f  s q u a t  lo u s e  o f  I n d i a ,  n o r  the  rough  
lo g  house o f  th e  c o l d e r  r e g i o n s .  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  o n e - s t o r e y  
b u i l d i n g ,  n o r  i s  i t  a c o u n t ry  c o t t a g e .  A bungalow e s s e n t i a l l y  i s  a  l i t t l e  
'n o o k '  o r  ' r e t r e a t ' . A C o t ta g e  i s  a  house in  th e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  a Bungalow i s  
a  l i t t l e  c o u n t r y  house - a  homey, co sy  l i t t l e  p l a c e , w i th  a  v e ra n d a h  and
b a l c o n i e s  and  th e  p la n  so  a r r a n g e d  a s  to  e n s u re  c o m p le te  c o m fo r t  w i th  a
f e e l i n g  o f  r u s t i c i t y  an d  e a s e .  C heapness  and  econom" a r e  im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s ,  
b u t  th e y  s h o u ld  n o t  be o b t a in e d  a t  th e  c o s t  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l i t y  an d  u t i l i t y .  ' 
-  A lthough  B r ig g s  in  t h i s  q u o te  r e f e r s  to  the  bungalow  a s  ' l i t t l e  c o u n t ry  
h o u s e ' , i t  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  the  u rb an  c o n t e x t  - t h e  r e f e r e n c e

A :
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t o  th e  c o u n t r y  h e re  m e re ly  b e ing  a p r o c la m a t io n  c l  the  d o m e s t ic  r e v i v a l i s t  
s t a n c e  w hich drew much i n s p i r a t i o n  from r u r a l  p r e c e d e n t .

(46) I b i d .  p . 240.

(47) I b i d  p . 11.

(4 8 )  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (41)

(4 9 )  K ing , Anthony D. T te  Bungalow. London: R o u tle d g e  and  Kegjn P a u l ,  1984. 
p .2 3 o .

(5 0 )  I b i d  p . 2 - 3 .  ' . . . a  •modern' form o f  d w e l l in g  f o r  a 'W es te rn  ty p e '  
n u c l e a r  f a m i ly ,  o r  in  some c a s e s ,  o n ly  one g e n e r a t i o n  o f  i t ,  in  c o n t r a s t  
th e  more ' t r a d i t i o n a l '  d w e l l in g  fo rm s a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  e x te n d e d  o r  j o i n t  
f a m i l y . '

(51 )  T r a n s v a a l  C i lo n y ,  'R e p o r t  o f  tiie J o h a n n e sb u rg  Housing Commission 
1 9 0 3 ' .  p . '.0.

(5 2 )  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 4 9 ) ,  p .227.

(53 ) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (3 4 ) ,  p . 105.

(54 ) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 2 0 ) ,  p . 8 9 .  —c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  The r e d e r a t i o n
P e r i o d '  by R ic h a rd  A p p e r ly .

(55 )  Same r e f e r e n c e  f ( 1 ) ,  p . 219.

(56 ) S h o r te n ,  J . R .  The Jo h a n n e sb u rg  S a g a . John  R. S h o r te n  (P ty )  L t d . ,  1972.
p .  87 .

(57 ) ' . . .  the  word ' s t a n d '  i s  d e r iv e d  from the  D utch ' s t a r d p l a a t a '  meaning a 
p a rk in g  p la c e  f o r  wagons needed  when m in in g ,  w h i le  ' e r v e n '  i s  th e  u v u a l  
D utch word f o r  th e  ground  on w hich a b u i l d i n g  i s  e r e c t e d  when n o t  on 
m i n in g - g r o u n d . ' S m ith ,  Anna H. Jo h a n n e sb u rg  S t r e e t  Names - a  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  
s t r e e t ,  su b u rb  and  o t h e r  p la c e -n a m e s ,  co m p iled  to  the  end  o f  1968. Wynberg: 
J u t a  Company L td .  1971. p . v i i .

(5 8 )  M id d le to n ,  G .A .T . ( L d i t o r ) .  Modern B u i l d .n g s .  T h e i r  P la n n in g ,  
C o n s t r u c t io n  & E quipm ent. London: Caxt.on P u b l i s h i n g  Compmy, 1907. P a r t  
I I I .  S o u th  A f r i c a n  P la n n in g  and  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  C o n t r i b u t e d  by M.S. E a s t ,  
p . 157-158 .

(5 9 )  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 4 ) ,  p . 26.

(60) Sane r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 1 4 ) ,  p . 102. B u r n e t t  t r a c e s  the  d e s i r e  to  be 
s e p a r a t e  from n e ig h b o u rs  in  E ng land ,  an d  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  was h a rd ly  
p a r a l l e l l e d  am ongst tlx- m idd le  c l a s s e s  in  J o h a n n e s ln r g ,  tin- outcome 
( u n d e r s to o d  o r  n o t )  was e m u la te d :  'T h i s  p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  from th e  
c e n t r e s  o f  towns where b u s in e s s  and  commerce w ere  c a r r i e d  on -a  s e p a r a t i o n ,  
t h a t  i s ,  o f  l i v i n g  from w ork ing  - a l l o w e d  and  e n c o u ra g e d  th e  deve lopm ent o f  
a  new k in d  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Leonore D av id o ff  h i s  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  "when l e a d in g  
f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  in  o r  v e ry  n e a r  th e  c i t y ,  t h e i r  c o n t r o «. ovc- l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  
m eant t h a t  s o c i a l  l i f e  was u l t i m a t e l y  t i e d  to  th e  g o v e rn in g  o f  th e  c i t y .  As 
f a m i l i e s  moved o u t  to  p ro s p e ro u s  suburbs#  l o c a l  s o c i a l  l i f e  c e n t r e d  more on 
c h a r i t y #  the  a r t s  and th e  m a r r ia g e  m a rk e t " .  I n e v i t a b l y ,  i t  r e i n f o r c e d  th e
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grow ing  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  s e x e s  to  th e  p o i n t  where# f o r  women# Uie c e n t r e  
o f  e x i s t e n c e  became th e  home a s  th e  1 t s i s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  I t  v o s  o f  the  
e s s e n c e  o f  the  new code o f  c o n d u c t  t h a t  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  s h o u ld  be 
o r d e r e d  and  r e g u l a t e d  by a  r i t u a l  o f  ' c a l l s ' ,  'A t  H om es',  t e a s ,  d i n n e r s  and 
p a r t i e s ,  and  n o t  l e f t  to  p o s s i b l y  e m b a r r a s s in g  chance  e n c o u n t e r s .  T h is  
t h e r e f o r e  im p l ie d  t h a t  th e  house i t s e l f  s h o u ld  be a s  s e p a r a t e  a s  p o s s i b l e  
from i t s  n e ig h b o u rs  a n d ,  a t  a l l  c o s t s ,  from n e ig h b o u r in g  a r e a s  o f  an  
i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  For th e s e  r e a s o n s ,  t e r r a c e s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  o u t  
o f  fav o u r  a s  the  c e n t u r y  p r o g r e s s e d ,  and  th e  d e ta c h e d  house i n c r e a s i n g l y  
th e  i d e a l ;  th e  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  was a  cor.prom ise  s o l u t i o n  t y p i c a l l y  em ployed 
in  th e  in n e r  s u b u rb s  w here land  c o s t s  w ete  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h . '

(61) R ad fo rd ,  D en n is .  P u b l i c  an d  p r i v a t e  in  th e  e a r l y  s u b u rb s  o f  
J o ta n n e s b u r g .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  SA. J a n /F e b  1982. p . 1 / .

(62) N ote ; These f i g u r e s  h iv e  been  d e r iv e d  from a v i s u a l  e x a m in a t io n  o f  an 
a e r i a l  s u rv e y  done betw een 1922-1923 by the  Government a i r f o r ; e  ( n e g a t iv e s  
in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  S .A .D .F .  a r c h i v e . )  The s e r i e s  o f  the fo l lo w in g  
c o lo u re d - u p  tow nsh ip  a r e a s  a r e  b a se d  on t h i s  s u rv e y .  The c o lo u r  co d in g  i s
a s  fo l lo w s :

Red -  D e tached  houses
Blue -  S e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u se s
Orange -  T e r r a c e  houses
G reen -  V acan t s t a n d s  o r  p a r k s
G rey -  O th e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  e x t r a n e o u s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  (b o a rd in g

h o u s e s ) , com m ercia l and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s

The b a c k g ro u n d s  upon w hich  th e s e  c o d in g s  have been s u p e r  imposed a r e  
l a t t e r c b y  l a y o u t s  s u p p l i e d  by th e  Town P la n n in g  d i v i s i o n  o f  the  
Jo h a n n e sb u rg  C i ty  C o u n c i l .

( 6 3 )
MEW DOORFONTEIN (e s t  

HOUSE TYPE
1889)

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etached  h o u ses  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  
T e r r a c e  ho u ses  
C orne r  s h o p /h o u s e s

276
126 (252 u) 

38 (165 u) 
1

40 % 
36 % 
24 % 

.01  %

(64)
FAIRVIEW ( e a t .  1896) 

HOUSE TYPE

D etached  ho u ses  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  ho u ses  
T e r r a c e  ho u ses  
C orner  s h o p /h o u s e s

NUMBER

124
122 (244 u) 

17 (71 u) 
12 (18 u)

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

27 %
53 %
16 %

4 %

WOLHUTER ( e s t .  1894) 
HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

D etached  ho u ses  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  ho u ses  
T e r r a c e  ho u ses  
C o rne r  s h o p /h o u s e s

38
61 (122 u) 
18 (75 u)

2 (3 u)

16 % 
51 % 
32 % 
. 1  %

*



grow ing  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  s e x e s  to  th e  p o i n t  w h e re , f o r  women, thie c e n t r e  
o f  e x i s t e n c e  became th e  home a s  t i e  t » s i s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  I t  was o f  the  
e s s e n c e  o f  the  new code o f  c o n d u c t  t h a t  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  sh o u ld  be 
o r d e r e d  and  r e g u l a t e d  by a  r i t u a l  o f  ' c a l l s ' , 'A t  H om es ', t e a s ,  d i n n e r s  and  
p a r t i e s ,  and  n o t  l e f t  to  p o s s i b l y  e m b a r r a s s in g  chance  e n c o u n t e r s .  T h is  
t h e r e f o r e  im p l ie d  t h a t  th e  house i t s e l f  s h o u ld  be a s  e  pa r a t e  a s  p o s s i b l e  
from i t s  n e ig h b o u rs  a n d ,  a t  a l l  c o s t s ,  from n e ig h b o u r in g  a r e a s  of an  
i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  For these- r e a s o n s ,  t e r r a c e s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  o u t  
o f  fav o u r  a s  th e  c e n t u r y  p r o g r e s s e d ,  and  th e  d e ta c h e d  house i n c r e a s i n g l y  
th e  i d e a l ;  th e  s e m i -d e ta c h e d  was a  compromise s o l u t i o n  t y p i c a l l y  em ployee 
in  th e  in n e r  s u b u rb s  w here lan d  c o s t s  w ere r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h . '

(61) R ad fo rd ,  D e n n is .  P u b l i c  and  p r i v a t e  in  th e  e a r l y  s u b u rb s  o f  
J o h a n n e s b u rg .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  SA. J a n /F e b  1982. p . l / .

(62) N o te : T hese  f i g u r e s  have been d e r iv e d  from a  v i s u a l  e x a m in a t io n  o f  an 
a e r i a l  s u rv e y  done betw een 1922-1923 by th e  Government a i r f o r c e  ( n e g a t i v e s  
in  the  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  S .A .D .F .  a r c h i v e . )  The s e r i e s  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  
c o lo u re d - u p  to w n sh ip  a r e a s  a r e  b a se d  on t h i s  s u r v e y .  The c o lo u r  co d in g  i s
a s  f o l lo w s :

Red -  D e tached  houses
Blue -  S e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u ses
O range -  T e r r a c e  houses
G reen -  V acan t s t a n d s  o r  p a r k s
G rey -  o t h e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  e x t r a n e o u s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  (b o a rd in g

h o u s e s ) , com m ercia l and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s

The b ack g ro u n d s  upon w hich  titei a  c o d in g s  have been  su p er im p o sed  a r e  
l a t t e r c f a y  l a y o u t s  s u p p l i e d  by th e  Town P la n n in g  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  
Jo h a n n e sb u rg  C i t y  C o u n c i l .

(63)
NEW DOORFONTKIN ( e s t .  1889)

HOUSE TYPE NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNI PS

D etached  h o u se s  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  
T e r r a c e  h o u s e s  
C orne r  s to p /h o u s e s

(64)
FAIRVIEW ( e s t .  1896)

HOUSE TYPE

D etached  h o u ses  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  
T e r r a c e  h o u ses  
C o rne r  s h o p /h o u s e s

WOLHUTER ( e s t .  1694)
HOUSE TYPE

D etached  h o u se s  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  
T e r r a c e  h o u se s  
C o rn e r  s h o p /h o u s e s

276
126 (252 

38 (165 
1

u)
u)

40 % 
36 % 
24 % 

.01  %

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

124
122 (244 u) 

17 (71 u) 
12 (18 u)

27 1 
S3 % 
16 % 

4 %

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL UNITS

38
61 (.122 u) 
18 (75 u)

2 O  u)

16 % 
51 % 
32 % 
. 1  %



MALVERN WEST 
HOUSE TYPE 
D etached  ho u ses  
S e m i-d e ta c h e d  ho u ses  
T e r r a c e  houses  
C orner s h o p /h o u s e s

(65)  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 4 ) ,
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C H A P T E R  T W O

J O H A N N B S a U R G  B E  P O R E ,  T H E  

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  W A R

B efore  the  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War, J o h a n n e sb u rg  v e s  f o r  most o f  i t s

p o p u la c e ,  a n  u n c o m fo r ta b le  p la c e  in  w hich to  work and  l i v e .  The l i v i n g

c o n d i t i o n s  and  s e r v i c e s  in  m ost to w n sh ip s  w ere ru d im e n ta ry .  P r e d i c t a b l y  the

e x c e p t io n  l a y  w i t h  the  g o v e rn in g  a n d  upper m id d le  c l a s s e s  ( a t  th e  one

e x t r e r e ) ,  who h id  e s t a b l i s h e d  t l iem se lv es  r e l a t i v e l y  f a s t  - a lm o s t  l i v i n g  in

th e  manner to  w hich they  w ere a c c u s to m e d .  At the  o t h e r  end  however, w orking

c l a s s  l i f e  was im p o v e r ish e d ,  w i th  e x t r a m u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and  f a m i ly  l i f e  fo r

m o s t ,  b e in g  fo r  th e  most p a r t  n o n - e x i s t e n t :

' . . . i t ' s  w orth  n o t in g  how o v e rw h e lm in g ly  male dom ina ted  th e  town was 
th ro u g h  the  p e r io d  l e a d in g  up to  th e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War. I n i t i a l l y  
u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  the  econom ic f u t u r e  o f  th e  g o l d f i e l d s ,  and  l a t e r  a b o u t  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  f a t e  a s  ' u i t l a n d e r s '  under t i e  K ruger re g im e ,  
J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  im m ig ran ts  were f o r  miny y e a r s  e x t r e m e ly  r e l u c t a n t  to  
commit t h e i r  w iv e s  and  c h i l d r e n  to  a s e t t l e d  l i f e  on the  W i tw a te r s r a n d .  
T h ia  to g e th e r  w i th  tlx? ex p en se  and  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  g e t t i n g  to  the  
T ra n s v a a l  b e fo re  t i e  r a i l  l i n k  w i th  the  Cape was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  J a n u a ry  
1893, m eant t h a t  e a r l y  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  w is  l a r g e l y  d e v o id  o f  w o r k in g - c l a s s  
fa m i ly  l i f e .  T hus , w h i le  a  few o f  t i e  w e a l th y  mine ow ners  a n d  a s e c t i o n  
o f  the  m idd le  c l a s s  soon set. up home on th e  Rand, lIh- l a rg e  m a jo r i t y  o f  
w o rk e rs  l a d  to  be c o n t e n t  w i th  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s . . . '  (1 )

' . . . Y o u  la v e  s im p ly  to  w alk  th ro u g h  t i e  wage e a r n i n g  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
th e  town to  se e  the  numerous w o r k i n g - c l a s s  d in i n g  room s; you lav e  
s im p ly  to  t r y  an d  f in d  a  workiran a t  home in J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  to  d i s c o v e r  
t h a t  h i s  home i s  o n ly  a bedroom, w hich he g e n e r a l l y  g l a r e s  w i th  a 
f e l l o w  workman, and  t l u t  f a m i ly  l i f e  -upon w hich th e  s t a t e  i s  b u i l t  
-n a y  be s a i d  h a r d ly  to  e x i s t  am ongst g r e a t  s e c t i o n s  o f  the  p o p u la t io n .
Men r e n t  beds  n o t  houses  in  the  Golden C i t y . ' (2 )

W h i l s t  i n i t i a l l y  w hat was to  become th e  low er  m idd le  an d  even  s e c t o r s  o f  

th e  m idd le  c l a s s e s ,  v a c i l l a t e d  be tw een  th e  two ( th o u g h  m ost s h a re d  some o f

* d p  # #  r # * /



th e  j n c e r t a i n t y  an d  h a r d s h ip  o f  th e  w orking  c l a s s e s )  / t o v a r d s  the  tu r n  o f  

th e  c e n t u r y  th ey  began to  emerge a s  a more d i s t i n c t  community whose 

s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o m fo r t  and  l i v i n g  r o s e  above mere b o a rd in g  house e x i s t e n c e , 

t o  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  o r  a t  l e a s t  t e r r a c e  house o c c u p a t io n .

I n i t i a l l y  d o m e s t ic  n e e d s  were f u l f i l l e d  by s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  m o s tly  

be longed  to  the  c a t e g o r y  o f  ' tem p o ra ry  a c c o m m o d a t io n ' . T hese  ran g ed  from 

t e n t s  and  wagons, and  l a t e r  to  s im p le  t im b e r  frame s t r u c t u r e s  c l a d  in  s h e e t  

m e ta l  an d  even o f  packed  daub , w hich  were fo l lo w e d  by a l t e r n a t i v e  forms of 

accommocb t i o n  sucn  a s  r u d im e n ta ry  h o t e l s  a n d  b o a rd in g  h o u s e s .  The h i s t o r y  

o f  the  s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  l i v i n g  u n i t  in  e a r l y  Jo h a n n e sb u rg ,  most p ro b a b ly  

began w i th  sm a l l  s im p le  s t r u c t u r e s  such  a s  th e  one room w ide and  two to  

th r e e  rooms deep  house ( [ s e e  FIGURE 6 .2 - 1 4 ]  a p p ro x im a t in g  to  what the  

A m ericans term ed ' s h o t  gun h o u s e s ' ) which was p la c e d  r i g h t  a g a i n s t  th e  read  

ed g e .  The w e l l s  were of. sun d r i e d  b r i c k  o f  c l a y  and  cow dung and  th e  f l o o r s  

o f  the aarre m a t e r i a l  o n ly  com pressed  ( 3 ) .  Roof c o v e r in g  was u s u a l l y  o f  z in c  

( th a tc h  was o u t la w e d  v e ry  e a r l y  on b eca u se  o f  the  f i r e  r i s k ) ,  borne n f  the  

t r a n s p o r t a b l e  d w e l l i n g s  o f  wood a n d  i r o n ,  w ere  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  in  p la n ,  ( t h e i r  fo rm a t  b ased  on t h a t  o i  the  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  

c o t t a g e  p la n  co m p le te  w i th  an  a x i a l  p a s sa g e  down i t s  l e n g t h  -for. fu r ther ,  

d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s  type  s e e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h e t y p e s ) .  For a l l  t h i s  th e  

town s t i l l  re se m b le d  a camp. The g r i d i r o n  Layout d i d n ' t  h e l p  in  an y  vay  to  

s o f t e n  th e  s  l k n e s s  of i t s  c ru d e  f a b r i  L iv in g  and  com m erc ia l  a r e a s  

tended  to  be mixed ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  c e n t r a l  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  and  h t r s h u l l s t o w n ) , 

a l th o u g h  some to w n sh ip s  o f  an  e x c l u s i v e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e  were soon 

e s t a b l i s h e d  ( e . g .  D o o rn fo n te in  (1 8 8 7 ) ,  J ep p es to w n  ( 1 8 8 8 ) ) .  '.'he i n i t i a l  

a b se n c e  o f  s u i t a b l e  t r a n s p o r t  a l s o  meant t h r  t  the d i f f e r e n t  tow; - n i p s  were 

d e n s e ly  packed  an d  c l u s t e r e d  c l o s e  to  the  town c e n t r e .  Thus the  mass 

a d a p t a t i o n  o f  a form o f  th e  more c o n t r i v e d ,  g e n t e e l  an d  a e s t h e t i c  'g a r d e n  

s u b u r b ' was o n ly  f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d  (and  f u e l l e d  w i th  the  a d v e n t  o f  a  c l e a r l y



em erg ing  m i d d l e - c l a s s )  a f t e r  the  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War, (even though  many o f  

th e s e  a r e a s  were c o n f i d e n t l y  l a i d  o u t  b e f o r e  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  c e n t u r y ) .

J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  p e r i o d s  o f  g r e a t e s t  econom ic g row th  te n d e d  to  c o i n c id e  

w i th  the  m ost n o t i c e a b l e  in v e s tm e n t  s p u r t s  in  ttie m in ing  i n d u s t r y .  Ihicse 

d a t e s  o c c u r  in  1888-9 , 1895 and  1899 ( 4 ) .  As u s u a l ,  the  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  

e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  m inor booms a  s h o r t  tim e a f t e r ,  most n o t i c e a b l y  between 

1892-1895 ( 5 ) .  T h i s  has  a n o t i c e a b l e  e f f e  t  on the  vay  h o u ses  were 

c o n s t r u c t e d  from then  o n .  L ess  o f  th e  s m a l l  tem p o ra ry  daub s h e l t e r s  and  

s h e e t  i r o n  s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t  an d  more perm anen t and  c l e a r l y  m ature  

h o us ing  p a t t e r n s  from th e  Cape and  N a ta l  were u se d .  A slum p o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  

th e  y e a r s  o f  1897 and 1898 ( 6 ) ,  w h ich  am ongst o t h e r  f a c t o r s  was due to  the 

h ig h  p r i c e  o f  m achine made b r i c k s  an d  cem ent (w hich  was l a r g e l y  under the  

c o n t r o l  o f  the  mine o w n e r s ) .  As m ig h t be e x p e c t e d ,  the  f i r s t  'p e rm anen t 

s t r u c t u r e s '  to  be b u i l t  f o r  the  w ork ing  c l a s s e s  w ere somewhat b a s i c  

accom m ocbtiona1 f a c i l i t i e s  —b o a rd in g  h o u s e s ,  rooms, and  e r r a c e  h o u s e s .  I t  

s h o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  th e  f i n a n c i a l  i n f - a s t r u c t u r e  w hich  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  

th e  g row th  o f  h o us ing  fo r  i n d i v i d u a l s  in  th e  p o s t  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War e r a ,  

was n o t  y e t  f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  th e  r i s k  b e f o r e  the  war was 

m a in ly  bo rn e  by d e v e lo p e r s  and  l a n d l o r d s ,  and  the  m i d d l e - c l a s s  l i v e d  under

a b l a n k e t  r e n t  sy s tem .

D a tes  o f  s e l e c t e d  i n f l u e n t i a l  e v e n t s  ( 7 ) :

1886 A p r i l  12 G eorge W alker and  George H a r r i s o n  o b t a i n

p e rm is s io n  to  p r o s p e c t  f o r  g o ld  on the  farm 

L a n g la a g te  owned by G e r t  C. O o s th u iz e n .

Septem ber 8 P u b l i c  d i g g i n g s  a r e  d e c l a r e d  on D r i e f o n t e i n ,  

E l a n d s f o n t e i n ,  D o o rn fo n te in ,  T u r f o n t e i n ,

LanMlaag te  , Rand j e s l a a g  c e , R o o d ep o o r t ,  P a a v d e k ia a l  

a n d  V o g e l s t r u i s f o n t e i n .

O c to b e r  4 Rand j e s l a a g  be p ro c la im e d  a  v i l l a g e  o f  s t a n d s .
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December 8

1887 June

1888

J a n u a r y  16 

June  23

1889 A p r i l

1891

1892 June  23

1894

1895

The name J o h a n n e sb u rg  was used  fo r  th e  f i r s t  time 

th e  p r e v io u s  day .

A u c tio n  s a l e  o f  f i r s t  s t a n d s  to  become a v a i l a b l e  

in  the  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  c e n t r a l  a r e a .

Second s a l e  o f  s t a n d s  on th e  s i t e  o f  the  

now -abandoned m in ing  c l a im s  in  the  c e n t r a l  c i t y  

a r e a .

S a n i t a r y  B eard  r e p l a c e d  D i g g e r ' s  Commitee d u r in g  

t h i s  y e a r .

Fo rm atio n  o f  th e  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  L ig h t in g  Company. 

F i r s t  te le p h o n e  i n s t a l l e d  on the  Rand by H ubert  

D a v ie s .

F i r s t  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  exchange  opened  by J.W . S a u e r .  

P ip e d  w a te r  d e l i v e r y  t o  homes tu r n e d  on in  

J o h a n n e sb u rg  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .

Sigmund Neunan o b t a i n s  a c o n c e s s io n  from the  

K ruger governm en t to  e s t a b l i s h  a  tramway sys tem  

n e tw o rk .

T h re e - a n d -  t h r e e - q i a  r  t e r  m i le s  o f  tramway t r a c k  

were opened  w i th  th e  te r m in i  b e in g  s i t u a t e d  a t  

F o rd s b u rg .  T le s e  w ere h o rse  tram s  an d  were o n ly  

r e p l a c e d  by e l e c t r i c  powered tram s  in  1906.

Gas s u p p ly  b e g in s  from Gasworks a t  ttie low er end 

o f  P r e s i d e n t  S t r e e t .  T h i s  p l a n t  c o n t in u e d  

p r o d u c t io n  u n t i l  1928 when new w orks were e r e c t e d  

in  C o t t e s l o e .

Septem ber 14 F i r s t  Cape t r a i n  r e a c h e s  J o h a n n e s b u rg .

November 2 Jo h a n n e s b u rg  to  L ourenco  Marques l i n e  op en ed .

December 16 J o h a n n e sb u rg  to  Durban r a i l  l i n k  o p en ed . F .

A



1896 Jan u a ry  2

1897 Sep tem ber

1889 O c to b e r  11 

1900 May 31

1901 J a n u a ry  22

1902 May 31

Jam eson d e f e a t e d  a t  Doornkop and  c a p t u r e d  w i th  

m ost o f  h i s  t r o o p s .

S a n i t a r y  Board r e p l a c e d  by Z .A .R . nom ina ted  

Town C o u n c i l  and  B u rg e rm e e s te r . Jo h an n esb u rg  

r a i s e d  to  ' town' s t a t u s .

O u tb re a k  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  B r i t a i n  and  th e  Z.A.R. 

J o h a n n e sb u rg  s u r r e n d e r e d  to  Uie B r i t i s h  a s  

Dr. K rause  hands th e  keys  to  th e  c i t y  to  F i e l d  

M arsha l Lord R o b e r t s .

Queen V i c t o r i a  d i e s .  Edward VII a ssum es  

s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  Em pire .

F i r s t  nom ina ted  Town C o u n c i l  o f  J o h a n n e sb u rg .  

T r e a ty  s ig n e d  a t  V e re e n ig in g .  H o s t i l i t i e s  

o f f i c i a l l y  end .

B o u n d a r ie s  o f  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  i n c r e a s e d  from 5 

s q u a re  m i l e s  to  75 an d  a  h a l f  s q u a re  m i l e s .
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i t s  deve lopm en t from 1886 to  d a t e '  - O u t l i n e  o f  a  p a p e r  to  be p r e s e n te d  to  
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The in t e r m i n a b le  gap  t h a t  e x i s t s  betw een th e o ry  an d  p r a c t i c e ,  i s  the  

b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ' s  two p a r t  d i v i s i o n :  th e  f i r s t  d e a l s  w i th  a s p e c t s  o f  

a g e n e r a l  and  a b s t r a c t  n a t u r e ,  such  a s  V i c t o r i a n  p r e f e r e n c e ,  and  s in c e  

t h e r e  was no f o r m a l i s e d  body o f  th e o ry  to  w hich the V i c t o r i a n  s p e c u la  t o r s  

a d h e r e d ,  t h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  b a se d  on f r a g m e n ts  o f  co n tem p o ra ry  th o u g h t  an d  the  

p e rv a d in g  e m p i r i c a l  m ethods b o rn  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  so c ia l ,  demand. A lthough  n o t  

a t t e m p t i n g  to  d e f in e  an  a r c h e t y p e ,  i t  a d d r e s s e s  fa v o u re d  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  

p r o c e d u r a l  t a c t i c .  The second  p a r t  s u rv e y s  th e  m a n ifo ld  v a r i e t y  o f  common 

house fo rm s  b u i l t  in  J o h an n esb u rg  a n d  the  e x t e n t  to  w hich  th e y  depended o r  

c h a l l e n g e d  the  te n e t r ,  o f  the  f i r s t  p a r t .  In  some c a s e s  a 'w a lk  a r o u n d '  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  example w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d .

3 .1  PART ONE -A Background to  V i c t o r i a n  P r e f e r e n c e

The c e n s u s  tak en  in  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  in  1896 (1 )  g i v e s  some i n d i c a t i o n  a s  to  

th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  tem porary  to  pem vinen t d w e l l i n g s  found in  thie a r e a s  in  

an d  a ro u n d  tlie town c e n t r e :  in  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  i t s e l f  ( d e f in e d  a s  the  a r e a  

under  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  S a n i t a r y  B o a rd ) ,  5194 b u i l d i n g s  (o f  a l l  

ty . je s )  were o f  b r i c k  and  s t o n e ,  and  5440 were o f  wood and  i r o n # o r  ' l a t t e n  

en  k l e i ' , w i th  26 o f  'o th ie r  s o r t s '  (p resu m ab ly  c a n v a s  o r  wagon 

a c c o m m o d a t io n .) Of the  a r e a s  n o t  u n d e r  the  s a n i t a r y  b o a r d ' s  a u t h o r i t y ,  1576 

were b r i c k  and  s to n e  w i th  2676 b e in g  wood an d  i r o n  e t c . ,  and  2**8 o t h t r
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s o r t s .  A lth o u g h  th e s e  f i g u r e s  in c lu d e  com m ercia l  an d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

b u i ld in g s , ,  th e  l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  w i l l  have been  taken  up by h o u s in g .  

C le a r ly #  though  many o f  th e  s h e l t e r s  t h a t  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v e d  in  were o f  

a  r u d im e n ta ry  n a tu re #  the  perm anen t d w e l l in g  by t h i s  tim e had become the  

norm. A lthough  the  p la n  ty p e s  d e a l t  w i th  here  s t a r t  on a  l e v e l  s l i g h t l y  

above  the  ru d im e n ta ry  s t e l t e r  m ost te n d  n o t  to  be d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  

t h e s e ,  b u t  a p p e a r  t o  have a r r i v e d  in  a  s e m i-d e v e lo p e d  s t a t e  from e l s e w h e r e .  

T ie  i n f l u x  o f  p eo p le  from e s t a b l i s h e d  urban l o c a t i o n s  such  a s  B a rb e r to n ,  

Kimberley# Durban a n d  even Cape Town i n e v i t a b l y  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  im p o r ta t io n  

o f  housing  fo rm s f a m i l i a r  to  th e s e  a r e a s .  Where fu n d s  p e r m i t t e d  more than  

mere s h e l t e r ,  th e s e  d w e l l i n g s  were o f t e n  c o p i e s  o f  th e  t r i e d - a n d - t e s t e d  

v a r i e t y  - a l t h o u g h  p r e d i c t a b l y  m o d i f ic a t io n *  were made q u i t e  soon a f t e r  

t h e i r  use  to  s u i t  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  th e  new e n v i ro n m e n t .  T h is  

f a c t o r  r e l a t e s  to  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  

house in  J o h a n n e s b u r g , which i n i t i a l l y  depended e n t i r e l y  on e x t e r n a l  though 

l o c a l l y  b a se d  p r a c t i s e ,  and the  Edw ardian house in  J o h an n esb u rg  which 

( a l t h o u g h  by no means f r e e  from f o r e i g n  in p u t )  took  the  l e a d  in  i n f l u e n c i n g  

modern h o u s in g  w i t h i n  the  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n t ry  a f t e r  th e  S o u th  \ f r i c a n  War.

A. STYLE

'On th e  w h o le , the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s ig n  o f  the  faca d e  and  the  p la n n in g  
o f  the  house were two v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e r n s .  Only o c c a s i o n a l l y  d id  
p rob lem s o f  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een the  two a r i s e .  What m a t t e r e d  above  
a l l  was th e  o v e r a l l  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  the  f ro n t#  b a se d  on n o t i o n s  o f  o r d e r  
and  c o m p o s i t io n  [and  s t y l e ] . . . '  ( 2 ) .

( i )  THE INFLUX AND DEVELOPMENT OF STYLE AND TECHNOLOGY.

The im p o r t a t i o n  o f  i d e a s  w hich  in f l u e n c e d  the  Late  V ic t o r i a n  house 

o c c u r r e d  a t  two l e v e l s ;  1 . In th e  m inds o f  the  im m igran t d e s i g n e r s  (be 

th ey  l i c a i  o r  fo re ig n #  - a n  im p o r ta t io n  o f  a  t r a d i t i o n  r o o te d  in  a n o t h e r  

g e o g r a p h ic a l  c e n t r e ;  2 . On a  s h a l lo w e r  p lane#  where i d e a s  'a c q u i r e d  

were from o t h e r  in d e p e n d e n t  s o u r c e s  (commonly t r a n s m i t t e d  th ro u g h  the  

v e h i c l e  o f  th e  p o p u la r  p u b l i c a t i o n ) .
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The p la n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  h o u s in g  ty p e  v*is u s u a l l y  a r e l a t i v e l y  

s t a b l e  com ponent ( o f t e n  a p r o d u c t  o f  th e  f i r s t  l e v e l )  which changed 

v e ry  s lo w ly ,  w h i l s t  the  e l e v a t i o n s  were more v u ln e r a b l e  to  th e  whims o f  

c a p r i c i o u s  f a s h io n  ( o f t e n  a  p r o d u c t  o f  tiie  s e c o n d ) .  I t  i s  wot lh  n o t in g  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  i n i t i a l l y ,  a d o p t io n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p la n  type  was 

u s u a l l y  e x te n d e d  lu  i n d u i k  Lite c u r r e n t  a r r a y  o f  ' a p p l i g u e  o r  

e l e v a u i o n a l  ad o rn m en t - a l t h o u g h  i t .  was t h i s  t t a t  was a p t  to  change a 

s h o r t  Ume a f t e r ,  w i th o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  hav in g  a c o r r e s p o n d in g  v a r i a t i o n  

in  th e  p l a n .

The p u b l i c a t i o n  how ever, d id  n o t  o n ly  t r a n s m i t  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  

f a s h i o n ,  b u t  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  th e  s p r e a d  o f  knowledge a b o u t  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  th e o ry  and  p r a c t i c e .  As p o in t e d  out. by D ennis  R adfo rd

( 3 ) ,  t i ie se  o c c u r r e d  in  t h r e e  b a s i c  fo rm s: The f i r s t  was the  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t h e o r y / h i s t o r y  book, w hich was aim ed a t  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a r c h i t e c t  - n o t  b e in g  a s  s u p e r f i c i a l  a s  th e  p a t t e r n  book, i t s  c o n t e n t s  

were o f  a  r a t h e r  more e r u d i t e  n a t u r e :  The second  g ro u p  em braced 

t e c h n i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  and  were m eant p r i m a r i l y  f o r  th e  t r a d e  ana n - a  r o l e  

w hich s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h e lp e d  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  q u a l i t y  o f  

w orkm anship , and  the  s p re a d  o f  new d e v e lo p m en ts  in  b u i l d i n g  te c h n o lo g y :  

The t h i r d  an d  by f a r  the  m ost i n f l u e n t i a l  ty p e ,  was t h a t  o f  the  p a t t e r n  

book. 'The p a t t e r n  books w hich wero p u b l i s h e d  by many o f  th e  l e s s  

s u c c e s s f u l  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  the  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  o f  the  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  in  

th e  hope o f  a t t r a c t i n g  c u s to m , o f t e n  d i s p l a y e d  ' e l e g a n t  v i l l a ' s ’ w h ich , 

w i th o u t  change  o f  p la n  o r  g e n e r a l  form, c o u ld  be e r e c t e d  in  the  G re c ia n  

o r  G o th ic  m anner ' ( 4 ) .  A lth o u g h  i t  i s  c la im e d  t b i t  t h i s  ty p e  had 

e x h a u s te d  i t s  use by the  1 0 0 0 's ,  to  th e  s p e c u l a t o r  i t  took  on a  new 

g u i s e  ( s t i l l  m a in ta in in g  th e  ' i d e a s  l e x i o n a r y '  p r i n c i p l e )  w i th  the  

a d v e n t  o f  th e  j o u r n a l .  S e rv in g  ' . . .  the  layman and  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t  

a l i k e ,  th e y  p ro v id e d  a b a s i s  upon which a  f a s h io n a b l e  house m ig h t  he



a c h i e v e d '  ( 5 ) .  M agazines su ch  a s  'T i e  B u i l d e r ' ,  'The A r c h i te c t*  and  

'The I l l u s t r a t e d  C a rp e n te r  an d  B u i l d e r ' a l t h o u g h  o v e r s e a s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

were in  e v id e n c e  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  'The I l l u s t r a t e d  C a rp e n te r  and  

B u i l d e r ' fo r  exam ple was n o t  a s  c l a s s y  o r  ' h ig h -m in d e d ' a s  m os t,  

d w e l l in g  l e s s  on a r c h i t e c t u r a l  th e o ry  th an  w i th  p r a c t i c a l  c o n c e rn s  - t h e  

s t r a i g h t  fo rw ard  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s t y l e - t o - b u i l d i n g  an d  th e  i s s u e  o f  

b u i l d i n g - t o - s i t e .  I t  was a  c h e a p  ( t h e  E n g l i s h  p r i c e  b e in g  one penny) 

w eek ly  r a g a z in e  w hich found a  m a rk e t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  am ongst sm a ll  

b u i l d e r s ,  ' s u p e r io r  a r t i s a n s '  an d  s p e c u l a t o r s  and  i n c o r p o r a t e d  p la n s ,  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and  d e t a i l  c o s t s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  ( 5 ) .

( i i )  COMPOSITION AND THE QUESTION OF STYLE

'The pace  o f  change was so  r a p i d  and  e r r a t i c  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  
r e a l l y  be t r e a t e d  a s  a l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m en t .  F a s h io n s  o v e r la p p e d  
and  c o n f l i c t e d  w i th  one a n o t h e r ,  e a c h  phase  was p re c e d e d  by much 
e a r l i e r  ex am p les  and  accom pan ied  by s u r v i v o r s  o* o l d e r  s t y l e s  and  
th e r e  were e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n s t a n c e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w hich c a n n o t  
be f i t t e d  i n t o  any  schem e. A l l  t h a t  can be s a i d  i s  t h a t  th e  
im pu lse  b e h in d  the  whole o f  t h i s  f r e n z i e d  a c t i v i t y  was, 
c o n s c io u s l y  an d  u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  e m p h a t i c a l l y  ro m a n t ic  and  
P i c t u r e s q u e . '  (6 )

Thus s t y l e  was seldom c o n s i s t e n t  w i th in  a  g iv e n  u n i t ,  i . e .  t h a t

w hich was em ployed r a r e l y  d i s p l a y e d  a l l e g i a n c e  to  one s p e c i f i c  s t y l e

w i th i n  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  sp e c tru m  (o r  even  to  a  r e v i v a l  o f  a r e v i v a l  o f  a

s t y l e t ) .  When on o c c a s i o n s  d e t a i l s  d id  p e r t a i n  to  a  s i n g l e  s t y l i s t i c

s t r a i n ,  c o n s i s t e n c y  was g e n e r a l l y  s a c r i f i c e d  in  th e  f l a g r a n t

d i s o b e d ie n c e  o f  i t s  i n h e r e n t  o r d e r .  Amalgamation o f  th e  v a r i o u s  s t y l e s

(o r  t h e i r  r e v i v a l s )  wns th e  cornnon a p p ro a c h  to  e l e v a t i o n a l

e m b e l l i s h m e n t .  The q u e s t i o n  must th en  be a s k e d :  'W hat w ere the

d e s i g n e r s  a t t e m p t in g  to  a c h i e v e  i f  ' s c h o l a r l y '  c o n s i s t e n c y  w s  o f

l i t t l e  c o n c e r n ? '  - a s  to  many t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  were m e re ly  v u l g a r . . .

'T hey  ia v e  no c o n n e c t io n  w i th  a r c h i t e c t u r e  in  th e  s e n se  o f  t h a t  
word a s  b u i l d i n g  a r t ;  form s an d  ornam ent a r e  m e re ly  t h e r e  in  o r d e r  
to  im p re s s :  whut the  whole c r u s h in g  image e x p r e s s e s  i s  the  
con t o  t i v e  a t t i t u d e  o f  the  V i c t o r i a n  m a t e r i a l i s t  and  i t s  tr ium ph



o v e r  i n h e r i t e d  c an o n s  o f  t a s t e , 1 (7)

- b u t  to  d i s m i s s  i t  on th e s e  g ro u n d s  i s  to  f a i l  to  r e c o g n i s e  the

m o t iv a t in g  im p u ls e .  S t y l e  was h e re  o f  s e c o n d a ry  c o n c e rn  to

c o m p o s i t io n a l  d i r e c t i v e ,  and  though  i n i t i a l l y  p e r c e iv e d  on a  d e t a i l

l e v e l  i t  l a c k e d  c o h e re n c e ,  the  o v e r a l l  im p re s s io n  was the  im p o r ta n t

f a c t o r .  A lthough  th e  idea  was i n i t i a t e d  in  th e  Late e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,

i t  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r in g  V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n ,  w i th  th e  a d v e n t  o f  the  f r e e

s t a n d i n g  v i l l a  becoming a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  f a r  w id e r  g ro u p .

'An a r c h i t e c t  who was d e s ig n in g  in  t i e  p i c t u r e s q u e  id iom  was 
p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n ce rn ed  w i th  what th e  b u i l d i n g  lo o k ed  l i k e  
. . . w h e t h e r  i t  f i t t e d  i n t o  the  la n d s c a p e ,  w h e th e r  i t s  h o r i z o n t a l s  
and v e r t i c a l s  mixed in  a n  i r r e g u l a r  b u t  b a la n c e d  c o m p o s i t io n ,  
w h e th e r  i t s  l i g h t  and  shade  were n i c e l y  c o n t r a s t e d .  H is  a t t i t u d e  
to  s t y l e  was an  e c l e c t i c  o n e . . .  But the  p i c t u r e s q u e  a p p ro a c h  
i n f l u e n c e d  the  way s t y l e s  w ere u s e d ;  t o t a l  symmetry w ent o u t  o f  
f a s h io n  . . . e v e n  f o r  a c l a s s i c a l  h o u s e . ' (B)

The o r i g i n s  o f  V i c t o r i a n s '  use  o f  th e  p i c t u r e s q u e  in  t h e i r  d o m e s t ic

v’o rk ,  l a y  in  the  l a t e  G eo rg ian  c o t t a g e - o r n e ; N a s h 's  B la i s e  Hamlet and

W y a t t v i l l e ' s  C o t t a g e ,  b e in g  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  t h e i r  embodiment o f  the

p i c t u r e s q u e  te c h n iq u e ;  p i c t u r e s q u e  c o m p o s i t io n  b e in g  b ased  on a

c o m b in a t io n  o f  h o r i z o n t a l s  and  v e r t i c a l s ,  m ixed a s y m m e t r i c a l ly  b u t  w i th

an  a p p ro x im a te  b a l a n c e ,  b u i l d i n g  up to  a dom inan t c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e .  But

th e se  s t r a y e d  from the  norm in  one m ajor r e s p e c t  (and  one w hich gave

the  V i c t o r i a n s  t h e i r  l e a d ) :  the  h o r i z o n t a l s  and  v e r t i c a l s  were

supp lem en ted  by a r i o t o u s  c o n g lo m e ra t io n  o f  d i a g o n a l s  - a  te n d en cy  t h a t

was e s s e n t i a l l y  a l i e n  to  G eorg ian  c o m p o s i t io n  ( 9 ) .

' I n  an  age  t e r r i f i e d  an d  a la rm e d  by th e  h o r r o r s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
u r b a n i s m . . .  the  P ic tu r e s q u e  became a form o f  e s c a p i s m . . .The c o t t a g e  
o rn e  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w hich had been o r i g i n a l l y  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a 
p r e t t y  p i c t o r i a l  em b e l l i s h m e n t  o f  tlie la n d sc a p e d  f « r k ,  was now 
viewed th ro u g h  a  h iz e  o f  ( A n t i m e n t a l i t y  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  a s  a symbol 
o f  r u r a l  f e l i c i t y . '  (10)

The p i c t u r e s q u e  was p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  tlie image o f  the  V ic t o r i a n  su b u rb ,  

an  a n t i - c i v i c  a e s t h e t i c  which r e j e c t e d  the  u n i f i e d  s t r i n g  o f  d o m e s t ic  

u n i t s ,  and  'p r e a c h e d  i n s t e a d  the  g o s p e l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y . '



I t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  th e  dev e lo p m en t o f  the  p i c t u r e s q u e  c o n c e p t  

cook p l a c e  in  E ng land ,  an d  i t s  u se  in  S o u th e rn  A f r ic a  a t  b e s t  o n ly  

shadowed t h i s  e v o l u t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  much v*is l o s t  in  c o l o n i a l  

t r a n s p o s i t i o n .  J u s t  a s  th e  n o t i o n  o f  th e  ' f r e e  s t a n d i n g  v i l l a '  became 

w a te re d  down to  the  p a le  'd e t a c h e d  h o u s e ' , so the  c o m p o s i t io n a ) id e a s  

em bodied i.i th e  p i c t u r e s q u e  ' p i l e '  became e ro d e d  u n t i l  t i i e i t  com pxex ity  

was r e d u c e d  to  mere asym m etry . A la s ,  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d ,  v e ry  few 

exam ples  a t t e m p t  f u l l - b l o o d e d  v o lu m e t r i c ,  p i c tu r e s q u e  c o m p o s i t io n  

(expense  p ro b a b ly  p r e v e n t in g  i t ) ,  b u t  i r o n i c a l l y  d i s [  y the  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s t y l i s t i c  c o n f u s io n  w hich was a lw a y s  o f  s eco n d a ry  

im p o r ta n c e .

In e s s e n c e  th e  d o m e s t ic  r e v i v a l  c o n t in u e d  to  s e e k  to  c r e a t e  the  

c o m fo r ta b le  ' c o t t a g e y  s t y l e ' , ( insom uch  a s  i t  i s  a ' s t y l e '  a t  a l l )  

begun in  the  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  f o r  a w id e r  p a t r o n a g e .  A lthough  

making wide use  o f  the  p i c t u r e s q u e  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  symmetry 

was n e v e r  f o r g o t t e n  - s i n c e  n o t  e v e ry o n e  s u b s c r ib e d  to  the  p i c t u r e s q u e . 

P a r t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  p e r s i s t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  t r e n d s ,  and  p a r t l y  o u t  o f  a 

r e l u c t a n c e  to  p a r t  w i th  a p r e f e r r e d  a e s t h e t i c  p r i n c i p l e  - f o r  i t s  use  

wat by no means bound to  th e  c l a s s i c a l  s t y r e -  I t  h e ld  i t s  g round  r i g h t  

th ro u g h  th e  Late  V ic to r i a n  e r a  and  i n t o  the Edwardian t im e s  -w here  i t  

once a g a i n  d o m in a te d .  Symmetry o r  asym m etry , in  th e  c a u s e  o f  c o n j u r i n g  

up the  r e q u i s i t e  i im g e , p i e c e s  were p i l f e r e d  from I t a l i a n ,  E l i z a b e th a n  

and G o th ic  s t y l e s  and  p la c e d  a d j a c e n t  to  e a c h  o t h e r .  To the  s p e c u l a t o r  

the  w hole i s s u e  o f  the  b a t t l e  o f  th e  s t y l e s  (assum ing  moral a t t i t u d e s  

in  h ig h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c i r c l e s  in  England) was o f  l i t t l e  im p o rtan ce  

-Jo h an n esb u rg  was d e v e lo p in g  f a r  too  r a p i d l y ,

a . ) G o th ic

The G o th ic  s t y l e  by th e  tim e Jo h an n esb u rg  was b e in g  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

had p a s s e d  ftom  fav o u r  ( t h e  High V ic t o r i a n  G o th ic  s t y l e  hav ing

*



f l o u r i s h e d  in  England in  th e  m idd le  o f  the  c e n t u r y ) .  Even in  E ngland  

th e  use o f  G o th ic  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d  was r a r e  (11)» and  

c o n s i d e r i n g  the  s c a n t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c r a f t s m e n ,  m a t e r i a l s  and  th e  

s h e e r  c o s t  o f  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  re d u c e d  the  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  i t  e v e r  

b e in g  em ployed in  J o h a n n e s b u rg .  A few e x t r a n e o u s  d e t a i l s  were to  be 

found  in  th e s e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  G o th ic  o r i g i n  b u t  t h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  seldom  

am ounted to  a n y th in g  re s e m b l in g  a  c o n s i s t e n t  G o th ic  a e s t h e t i c .  

E lem en ts  su c h  a s  th e  s t e e p  c o t t a g e y  ro o f  (accom pan ied  by a g a b le  o f  

e q u a l l y  s e v e r e  p i t c h ) ,  the  f l a t  segm ented  a r c h ,  the  p o in t e d  a r c h  and  

a  p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  s l e n d e r n e s s  w i th i n  a c o m p o s i t io n  w ere the  c l o s e s t  

s p e c u l a t i v e  d e s ig n  g o t  to  th e  G o th ic  s t y l e ,  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .2 -1 7 ,  

FIGURE 3 .1 -1 7  - g a b l e ,  FIGURE 3 .2 - 1 3  - m o t i f s  in  f r e tw o r k  d u p l i c a t i n g  

t r a c e r y ,  FIGURE 3 .1 -2 0  - g o t h i c  window and FIGURE 3 .1 -2 8  -b a y  window]

b . ) The 'Queen Anne' R e v iv a l  an d  E c l e c t i c i s m

I n i t i a l l y  the  s t y l e  was a m ix tu re  o f  o f  D utch ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  

g a b l e )  and  even G o th ic  f e a t u r e s  w i th  the  t y p i c a l  E n g l i s h  d o m e s t ic  

manner o f  a ro u n d  1700 (w hich was lo a d ed  w i th  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l ) .  

R e j e c t i n g  pu rism  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s  i t  i s  t y p i f i e d  by e c l e c t i c  

m ix tu r e s  o f  f e a t u r e s  drawn from d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s .  S t r i d e s  in  i t s  

p o p u l a r i t y  an d  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  were made a f t e r  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  use  in  

B edfo rd  P a rk  - t h e  l a r g e  d o m e s t ic  com m ercia l deve lopm en t in  E n g lan d .  

I n e v i t a b l y  w a te re d  down, i t  l o s t  much o f  t h a t  w hich c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s  

• c l a s s i c a l '  make-up in  l o c a l  ( Jo h a n n e sb u rg )  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  T ie  

e l e m e n ts  w ere how ever, in  e v id e n c e :  the  p re d o m in a n t ly  r e d  b r i c k  

fain.-*! ( n o t  v e ry  common b e f o r e  th e  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n t u r y  becau se  o f  

th e  low q u a l i t y  f a c e b r i c k  a v a i l a b l e )  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  w h i te  p a i n t e d  

tim b e r  f r a m e s ,  b a rg e  b o a rd in g  an d  c h e e r f u l  v e r a n d a h s ,  [ s e e  FIGURE 

3 .2 -4 6  and  FIGURE 3 .2 -4 8  - g a b l e s ,  bay windows and  e n t r a n c e s ] ,  

American Queen Anne beca u se  o f  i t s  c o m p le x i ty  and  hense  c o m p a ra t iv e



d i f f i c u l t y  in  e x e c u t i o n ,  d id  n o t  have a w ide f o l lo w in g  in

J c ta n n e s b u r g ,  even  though  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  unknown

[ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 - 7 5 ] :

1. . . [American Uueen A n n e ] . . .w a s  marked by a  number o f  
d i f f e r e n c e s  from th e  B r i t i s h  m odels  on w hich i t  was b a s e d .
C h ie f  among th e s e  was a  b l i t h e  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  r e s t r a i n t  -an  
e a g e r n e s s  to  ' l a y  i t  on t h i c k ' .  S t e e p ly  p i t c h e d  r o o f s  were 
b ro u g h t  t o g e th e r  in  c o m p l ic a te d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  an d  tow ers  and  
tu t  L e ts  were adoed  to  p roduce  a  b u s y ,  p i l e d - u p  e f f e c t . 1 (12)

c . )  Old E n g l i s h  R e v iv a l

Both the  'Oueen Anne' and  th e  Old E n g l is h  r e v i v a l s  were l i n k e d

w i th  the  new a t t i t u d e  to  d o m e s t ic  p la n n in g  an d  d e s i g n .  A lthough

a f f i l i a t e d  to  'Queen A n n e ' , O ld E n g l i s h  R e v iv a l  to o k  i t s  p r e c e d e n t

from medium-rank and  minor c o u n t ry  h o u se s .  D ipp ing  i n t o  the

p ic tu r e s q u e  t r a d i t i o n  i t  g e n e r a l l y  la c k e d  t i c  p j c i s i o n .  I t

e x p r e s s e d  a p r e f e i e n c e  f o r  e c l e c t i c i s m  t.  t a n  s c h o l a r s h i p  fo r

ways o f  b u i l d i n g  r a t t i e r  than  s t y l i s t i c  c o r r e c t n e s s ,  f o r  the

v e r n a c u la r  r a t h e i  than  h ig h  s t y l e ,  f o r  p l a s t e r i n g ,  1 r i  'Kwi k,

ha I f - t i m b e r i n g  and  t i l e - h a n g i n g . . . '  ( 1 3 ) .  I t  made use  o t

h a l f - t i m b e r i n g  and  t i l e - h u n g  w a l l s .  The p r o p o r t i o n s  were g e n e r a l l y

s l e n d e r , w i th  the  p e r s i s t e n t  p re s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  s a s h  windows and  much

a p p l i e d  o rn am a n t.  The r o o f s  w ete  c o m p l ic a te d  p u n c tu re d  by w e ig h ty

b r i c k  ch im neys .  Again i t  was r e p r e s e n t e d  l o c a l l y  o n ly  by an

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  a few token  e le m e n t s  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 2 - 2 9 ] ,

d . ) N eo -R ena issance  and  I t a l i a n a  to

' I t a l i a n a t e '  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to  som eth ing  l e s s  than  c l a s s i c a l .  

Two main b ra n c h e s  c m  be d e t e c t e d ,  though  n o t  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  

th e y  were m ixed. The f i r s t  eschew ed the  law s o f  p r o p o r t i o n  and  

o rd e r  # and  co m p rised  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  sm a l l  c l a s s i c a l  a p p e n d a g e s . 'The 

main p r e c e d e n t  was no lo n g e r  C l a s s i c a l  A n t i q u i t y ,  b u t  the  I t a l i a n  

R e n a is sa n c e  o f  the  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . ' ( 1 4 ) .  F rag m en ta ry  e v id e n c e  o f



M a n n e r i s t ,  Second E m p ire , and  Neo-Roccoco m o t i f s  can  a l s o  be 

d e t e c t e d  in  th e  ' v o c a b u l a r y ' . Doors and  windows were fram ed w i th  

a r c h i t r a v e s ,  p i l a s t e r s  and  c o r n i c e s ,  w i th  b a l u s t e r s  f i l i i n g  in  b la n k  

p a n e l s ,  s k i r t i n g  b a l c o n i e s  an d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s e t  i n t o  p a r a p e t s  - f l a t  

s u r f a c e s  w ere a v o id e d .  U n i f i c a t i o n  was o f t e n  o n ly  a c h ie v e d  by the  

use  o f  a  s i n g l e  c o l o u r  p a i n t !  The second  a p p ro a c h  was U iaed  on the  

th e  i m i t a t i o n  o f  the  ro u g h e r  t e x t u r e d  an d  more m ass iv e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  

th e  I t a l i a n  r u r a l  v i l l a .  I t s  main c o n t r i b u t i o n  l o c a l l y  was the  

le s s o n  o f  m ass ing  - t h e  b a la n c e d  ' p i l e '  in d e b te d  to  i t s  t e c tm iq u e .  

[See  FIGURE 3 .2 -1 1  - c a m p a n i le  and  a r c h e d  o p e n in g s ,  and  FIGURE 3 .2 -2 7  

- t h e  use  o f  the  ped im en t and  q u o im n g .  ]

B. A GLOSSARY OF LATE VICTORIA,n ELEMENTS

The s p e c u l a t o r ' s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  s t y l e  a t  b e s t  s t r e t c h e d  a s  f a r  a s  

a s s e m b l in g  m o t i f s  and  e l e m e n t s  o f  s i m i l a r  b ackg round  o r  o r i g i n .  Normally  

how ever, the  f a c a d e s  were a d o rn e d  w i th o u t  even  t h i s  s u p e r f i c i a l  

d i s c i p l i n e  and  th e  d e t a i l s  were t r e a t e d  a s  e n d s  in  th e m se lv e s  - i s o l a t e d ,  

b a s e l e s s ,  ' a r t i s t i c '  p i e c e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  co n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  e x t e r i o r  

(p re d o m in a n t ly  in  the  v e r t i c a l  p la n e )  o f  th e  house and  the  t a n k  o f  

e l e m e n t s  t h a t  was drawn upon in  i t s  c r e a t i o n .  S in c e  m a t e r i a l  i s  oo 

c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  e le m e n t  i t  i s  d e a l t  w i th  h e re  a s  w e l l .

The e le m e n t  was l a r g e l y  em ployed a s  a form o f  a e s t h e t i c  decoy  - t o  

a v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  from th e  somewhat e l e m e n ta ry  n a t u r e  o f  th e  s m a l l  house ,  

and c e n t r e  i t  r a t t e r  on a t t r a c t i v e  d e t a i l  -w h ich  was a l l  in  th e  c a u s e  o f  

making th e  o r d i n a r y ,  e x t r a —o r d i n a r y .  I f  th e  maxim d e c l a r i n g  t i e  

im p e ra t iv e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an  e s s e n t i a l  bond betw een a l l  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l  

and in d e e d  c o m p o s i t io n ,  seems to  have been l a r g e l y  ig n o re d  h e r e ,  

' i n t e g r i t y '  was f u r t h e r  ta x e d  w i th  the  co n tem p tu o u s  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  ' t r u t h  

to  m a t e r i a l ' .  Blame f o r  th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  th e s e  v i r t u e s  la y  p r i n c i p a l l y



w i th  th e  i t s  method o f  r e a l i s a t i o n  o r  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  For i n s t a n c e  

the  c o n s t a n t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  ch ea p  s u b s t i t u t e s  by th e  d e s ig n e r  w i th o u t  any  

a p p a r e n t  p a i n ,  l e d  to  a s t r i n g  o f  e r s a t z  d e t a i l s ;  'C e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l s  were 

u sed  to  i m i t a t e  o t h e r s  o f  a  h ig h e r  s t a t u s :  s tu c c o  had to  lo o k  l i k e  s t o n e :  

woodwork was e c h o in g  ironw ork  in  v e ra n d a h s ;  c o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e r e  were c a s e s  

o f  i r o n  i m i t a t i n g  w o o d . . . ' ( 1 6 ) .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y  t h e r e f o r e ,  e x t e n s i v e  

use  o f  th e  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  i tem  was a  common o c c u r r e n c e :  b e in g  g e n e r a l l y  a 

p ro d u c t  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c e n t r e s ,  th e s e  were im p o rted  on a  l a r g e  

s c a l e .  The l i s t s  o f  b u i l d e r s  goods  c i r c u l a t e d  by th e  l o c a l  a g e n t s ,  from 

w hich m a t e r i a l s  c o u ld  be o r d e r e d  ( a f f e c t i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  the  b r i c k l a y e r ,  

such  t r a d e s  a s  the  c a r p e n t e r ,  p lum ber and  d e c o r a t o r ) ,  d i s p l a y s  a 

s e l e c t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  were m o s t ly  im p o r te d  ( [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .  .-1*31] and  

n o te  ( 1 5 ) ) .  T h i s  was n o t  w i th o u t  r e p e r c u s s i o n s :  a e s t h e t i c  p o v e r ty  

r e s u l t e d  from tlie doub le  a s s a u l t  o f  d i s t i n t e r e s t e d  d e s i g n e r s  and  the 

i n e v i t a b l e  s t i f f ,  a r t i f i c i a l !  tv  accom panying  th e  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  p i e c e ;

'The p r e c i s e  and  hard  c h a r a c t e r  o f  such  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  b e a r s  the  

s tam p r a t h e r  o f  th e  new t o o l s  o f  te c h n o lo g y  th an  o f  t i e  s u b t l e t i e s  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c r a f t s m a n . '  ( 1 7 ) .  Som eth ing  o f  th e  ag e  o f  the  c a ta lo g u e  J  

p a t t e r n  book, s u b s t a n t i a l  p i e c e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  c o u ld  be o r d e r e d  from such  

com pan ies  a s  Mac F a r l a n e ' s  o f  Glasgow ( a l th o u g h  in  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  a re n a  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e ,  f o r  econom ic r e a s o n s ,  had a  l i m i t e d  

a p p l i c a t i o n ) .  The a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  u l t i m a t e l y  had e f f e c t  on 

a e s t h e t i c  o p t i o n  In a c e r t a i n  s e n s e  such  a sy s tem  o f  c h o ic e  l e f t  l i t t l e  

o r i g i n a l i t y  to  th e  a r c h i t e c t  though  in  o t h e r  ways t h i s  c o u ld  o n ly  be o f  

a d v a n ta g e  to  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The econom ic l i m i t a t i o n  o f  c o l o n i a l  b u i l d i n g  

programmes n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h a t  c h e a p ,  which g e n e r a l l y  meant s im p l e r ,  

ex am p les  w ere c h o s e n . '  ( 1 8 ) .  T h i s  dependency  d id  n o t  s la c k e n  u n t i l  w e l l  

a f t e r  th e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War, a l t h o u g h  m ajor b u lk  i t e m s  such  a s  b r i c k s ,  

were made l o c a l l y .  Combined w i th  t h i s ,  th e  s c a r c i t y  o f  s k i l l e d  la b o u r  in



m ost t r a d e s ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  wonder the  c o n c e rn  f o r  i n t e g r i t y ,  i d e n t i t y  

and  th e  r e s p e c t  f o r  m a t e r i a l s ,  w ent by the  b o a rd .

I f  s t y l e  t e n d s  to  e i t h e r  g i v e  b i r t h  to  a t r a i n  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

e l e m e n t s ,  o r  a d a p t  th o se  t h a t  e x i s t  in  a manner t h a t  b e f i t s  th e  p r i n c i p a l  

c o n c e p t  ( t h e  ' p r i n c i p e '  i n c e p t '  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ) ,  then  the  

r a t h e r  s h a l lo w  p u r s u i t  o f  ' j u s t  making som eth ing  p r e t t y '  fo r  c a p i t a l  

g a i n ,  somewhat p e r v e r s e l y  j u s t i f i e s  ' the  s p e c - s t y l e ' .  Most o f  the  

e l e m e n t s  w hich w i l l  be exam ined  h e r e ,  have t h e i r  r o o t s  in  s t y l e s  a l r e a d y  

m e n tio n ed ,  and  a l t h o u g h  th e s e  e l e m e n t s  w i l l  be to r n  a p a r t  and  a n a l y s e d  in  

i s o l a t i o n  in  the  n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  th e  m ethodology r e f e l e c t s  the  s p e c u l a t o r s '  

a t t i t u d e  tow ards  them in  th e  a d o p te d  p r o c e s s  o f  m a n u fa c tu r in g  a s a l e a b l e  

o b j e c t .

( i )  A GLOSSARY OB’ LATL VICTORIAN ELEMENTS -EXTERNAL

a . )  P l i n t h

R is in g  damp in  th e  b e s t  o f  w a l l s  c r e a t e d  a p ro b lem , and  th e  poor 

q u a l i t y  b r i c k  (p o ro u s )  found in  p re -w ar  Jo h a n n e s b u rg  was found to  be 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e .  P r o t e c t i o n  was u s u a l l y  a f f o r d e d  by a s to n e  

p l i n t h ,  w hich seldom r o s e  h ig h e r  up th e  e l e v a t i o n  than  was s t r i c t l y  

n e c e s s a r y  ( g e n e r a l l y  to  g ro u n d  f l o o r  l e v e l ) ,  and  a s  the  fo u n d a t io n s  

were i n i t i a l l y  ro ck  bed , t h i s  bended to  be m e re ly  an  e x t e n s i o n .  The 

use  o f  c o n c r e t e  s t r i p  f o u n d a t io n s  in  h o u ses  became common o n ly  

tow ards  the  end  o f  the  c e n t u r y .

b . ) Wall

'E v e ry  p e rso n  e r e c t i n g  a new b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  c o n s t r u c t  e v e ry  
e x t e r n a l  o r  p a r t y  w a l l  t h e r e o f  o f  s t o n e ,  b r i c k ,  o r  o t h e r  hard  
and  in c o m b u s t ib le  r m t e r i a l  o r  o f  wooden fram ing  c o v e re d  w i th  
c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  p r o p e r l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  bonded t o g e t h e r . . . . '
(19)

The Jo h an n esb u rg  c e n s u s  o f  189b slow ed t h a t  in  th e  a r e a  under the  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the  G ezo n h e id s  Com ite, a p p r o x im a te ly  h a l f  th e  h o u ses  

were o f  b r i c k  o r  s t o n e ,  w h i l s t  the  o t h e r  h a l f  w ere o f  e i t h e r  wood



and  i r o n ,  o r  t im ber  a n d  c l a y .  O u ts id e  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o n ly  two in  

f i v e  h o u se s  w ere o f  b r i c k  o r  s t o n e .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  rem ained  u n t i l  

w e l l  i n t o  th e  new c e n t u r y ,  the  1904 c e n s u s  d i s p l a y i n g  a  s l i g h t  b i a s  

tow ard  b r i c k  a n d  s to n e  (85 568 p eo p le  l i v e d  in  b r i c k  o r  s to n e  houses  

w h i l s t  67 909 in  wood a n d  i r o n  o r  l a t h  an d  p l a s t e r  ( 2 0 ) ) .  The b r i c k  

w a l l  was c e r t a i n l y  fa v o u re d  o v e r  the  o t h e r  ty p e s  in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  

f i e l d  -a n d  would h ive  r e p r e s e n t e d  th o se  houses  o f  a  perm anent 

n a t u r e .  A no ther w id e ly  used  a l t e r n a t i v e  was th e  wood and  s h e e t  i r o n  

w a l l e d  h o u se ,  and  w h i l s t  u l t i m a t e l y  s e r v in g  a s  a  perm anent d w e l l in g  

(many s t i l l  in  e v id e n c e  to d a y ) ,  la c k e d  th e  a e s t h e t i c  s o l i d i t y  o f  

t h e i r  c o n v e n t io n a l  b r i c k  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  The a d v a n ta g e s  o f  

p o r t a b i l i t y  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  f a s t  e r e c t i o n  t im e , profcaoly e x p l a i n s  

t h e i r  wide u sag e  in  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  a l th o u g h  the  

f e e l i n g  t h a t  th ey  w ere o n ly  in t e n d e d  a s  a  tem porary  e x p e d i e n t  

l i n g e r s  o n .  T here  w ere c o m b in a t io n s  o f  th e s e  two sy s te m s  in  tiie wood 

an d  i r o n  house which was l i n e d  w i th  b r i c k ,  the  i n t e r n a l  p a r t i t i o n s  

b e in g  e i t h e r  o f  one o r  the  o t h e r  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 2 - 2 2 ] ,

U s u a l ly  however, b r i c k  w a l l i n g  in  a  t y p i c a l  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  house 

was o f  a n in e  in ch  b r i c k  fo r  e x t e r n a l  w a l l s  and  fo u r  in c h e s  fo r  

n o n - lo a d  b e a r i n g  i n t e r n a l  w a l l s .  In  d o u b le  s t o r e y  h o u ses  the 

b r ick w o rk  on the  low er l e v e l s  was g e n e r a l l y  th i c k e n e d  to  f o u r te e n  

in c h e s  f o r  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  and  n in e  f o r  i n t e r n a l .  A lthough  ' . . . w i t h  

d o u b le  s t o r i e d  houses  the  lo a d  b e a r in g  s t r u c t u r e  o f t e n  l i m i t e d  th e  

a r c h i t e c t ' s  freedom o f  p la n n in g  on t i e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The use o f  l a t h  

and  p l a s t e r  p a r t i t i o n s  a l lo w e d  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  

h e r e . . . '  ( 2 1 ) .

-W all S u r f a c e :  T ie  use  o f  p l a s t e r  and  the  u se  o f  exposed  

b r ic k w o rk .  B r i c k f i e l d s  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y  in  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  

h i s t o r y  a l t h o u g h  c o n f id e n c e  in  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  an d  d u r a b i l i t y  seem s to



have been l a c k i n g ,  a s  i s  e v id e n c e d  in  the  p e r s i s t e n t  u se  o f  p l a s t e r .  

The la c k  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l  r e q u i r e d  to  p roduce  a herd  b r i c k  and  U*.- 

a v a i l a b l e  c l a y  d e p o s i t s ,  seem to  have been th e  main f a c t o r s  a g a i n s t

t h e i r  m a n u fa c tu re .

—Wall C o r n e r s i  The e d g e s  o f  a vrall p la n e  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o n t  

v a i l s )  were u s u a l l y  c e l e b r a t e d  by some form o f  d e c o r a t i o n  - u s u a l l y  

q u o in in g .  I t s  use  was more a p p r o p r i a t e  in  the  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  

a l t h o u g h  i t  was mixed in  w i th  o t h e r  s t y l e s .  The m ost common form o f  

q u o in in g  was by means o f  p l a s t e r  (m o s t ly  b e v e l l e d  in  th e  I t a l i a n a t e  

m a n n e r) ,  a l th o u g h  w i th  the  Queen Anne i n f l u e n c e  a d i f f e r e n t  c o lo u r  

b r i c k  em phasised  the  p a t t e r n ,  when tfie f a c a d e  was e x e c u te d  in  

f a c e b r i c k .  D ressed  s to n e  was o c c a s i o n a l l y  used  a l th o u g h  t h i s  v a s  

e x p e n s iv e  ( u sed  m a in ly  in  com m ercia l b u i l d i n g s ) .

-W all F e a t u r e s :  G a b le s .  The g a b le  was u n d o u b te d ly  the  most 

im p o r ta n t  i n d e n t i f i a b l e  e l e v a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  

p e r i o d .  O th e r  f e a t u r e s  r a y  have been b o ld e r  and  more p ro m in en t ( e . g .  

th e  t u r r e t )  b u t  i t  was the  g a b le  t h a t  v o s  used  a lm o s t  u n iv e r s a )  l y  in  

a l l  the  d i f f e r e n t  h o u s in g  form s - f ro m  th e  most s o p h i s t i c a t e d  to  the  

s i m p l e s t  ty p e s .  I t  became th e  jew el w i t h i n  th e  o v e r a l l  c o m p o s i t io n ,  

l e n d in g  the  whole a p o w erfu l  i d e n t i t y .  The e a r l i e r  g a b le  was 

r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e , o f t e n  b e in g  q u i t e  empty o r  b la n d ,  th e  r a i n  

c o n c e s s io n  to  d e c o r a t io n  b e in g  r e n d e re d  by the  t a r g e b o a r d  and  the  

f i n i a l  - t h e  ro o f  n e a r l y  a lw a y s  p r o j e c t e d  o v e r  th e  g a b le  [FIGURE

3 . 1 - 1 ] ,  The b a rg e  b o a rd s  and  r o o t  e d g e s  were t r e a t e d  in  s e v e r a l  

d i f f e r e n t  ways - t h e  s i m p l e s t  b e in g  a t r i a n g l e  o f  f r e tw o rk  in  t im b e r  

a t  tn e  apex  [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 2 ] .  The idea was ta k en  f u r t h e r  w i th  i t s  

e x t e n s i o n  down the  l e n g th  o f  th e  p i t c h  and  s u b s e q u e n t  fram ing  

[FIGURE 3 . 1 - 3 ] ,  and  w i th  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  t r u s s e d  g a b le  -b e  

i t  f r e e  from the  w e l l  p la n e  [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 4 ]  o r  a g a i n s t  i t  [FIGURE



3 . 1 - 5 ] .  The r o o f  v e n t  became a  f u r t h e r  ex c u se  f o r  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  

[FIGURE 3 . 1 - 6 ] .  In FIGURE 3 . 1 - 7 ,  3 . 1 - 8 ,  3 .1 - 9  and  3 .1 -1 0  an d  3 .1 -1 1  

(Old E n g l i s h  r e v i v a l )  th e  w a l l  p l a n e ,  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  r e m a in in g  two 

d im e n s io n a l ,  i s  marked by a b u s i e r ,  d e c o r a t e d  s u r f a c e  - a  s t e p  in  the  

deve lopm en t o f  a  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  g a b l e .  These  l a t e r  g a b l e s  became 

b o ld e r  an d  took  on a  t h r e e  d im e n s io n a l  q u a l i t y  - f o r  exam ple the  tw in  

sa s h  window became e i t h e r  t o t a l l y  r e p la c e d  by a  bay window, hav ing  a 

g r e a t e r  g l a z e d  a r e a  [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 1 2 ] ,  o r  b e in g  s im p ly  p r o j e c t e d  o u t  

to  form a q u a s i - b a y  [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 1 3 ] .  B e fo re  th e  g a b le  f e l l  from 

f a v o u r ,  i t  became p a r a p e t t e d  ( i . e .  w i th  th e  ro o f  s to p p in g  b eh in d  i t /  

and o u t r a g e o u s l y  o s t e n t a t i o u s  - t h e  p ie c e  o n to  w hich  any  fav o u re d  

f e a t u r e s  w ere o f f lo a d e d  w i th  l i t t l e  r e s t r a i n t  -Q u o in in g ,  p l a s t e r

CO' n i c e s ,  bay  windows, e l a b o r a t e  h a rg e b o a rd s  and  f i n i a l s  [FIGtJRE

3 .1 - 1 4 ,  3 .1 -1 5  and  3 . 1 - 1 6 ] .

c . )  E lem en ts  in  the  w a l l

-Windows: O rd in a ry .  Both the  s a s h  and  th e  casem en t w ere used

a ro u n d  t h i s  tim e a l t h o u g h  th e r e  was a d i s t i n c t  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  the

fo rm e r .  T here  were o f  c o u r s e  b o th  a e s t h e t i c  and  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n s

g iv e n  f o r  t h i s  c h o i c e :  R alph  D u tton  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  te c h n o lo g y  l e d  th e

way, l e a v in g  tiie a e s t h e t e s  (who d i d n ' t  w ant to  be l e f t  b e h in d )

f r a n t i c a l l y  lo o k in g  f o r  a e s t h e t i c  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;

' . . . w h e n  a  method o f  making l a r g e  s h e e t s  o f  g l a s s  was in v e n te d ,  
th e s e  f i r s t  V i c t o r i a n s  f e l t  t h a t  a g r e a t  ad v an ce  in  a m e n i t i e s  
had been  made. T h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  h id  been l i v i n g  in  b i r d - c a g e s  
o r ,  s t i l l  w o rse ,  p r i s o n s ,  from w hich the  o u t s i d e  w orld  c o u ld  
o n ly  be viewed th ro u g h  a g r i l l .  Could one p r o p e r l y  e n jo y  the  
b e a u ty  o f  a p i c t u r e ,  i t  was a s k e d ,  i f  i t  were c r i s s - c r o s s e d  w i th  
wooden l i a r s ? '  (22)

- i f  a  l i t t l e  c o n t r i v e d  i t s  e f f e c t  was wide s p r e a d .  On a  p r a c t i c a l  

l e v e l  th e  s a s h  proved  i n v a lu a b le  fo r  co p in g  w i th  S o u th e rn  A f r i c a ' s  

h o t  d i n e  be - s i n c e  the  s a s h  i s  known s t i l l  to  be th e  most e f f i c i e n t  

window f o r  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  v e n t i l a t i o n  - ( a n  o b s e s s io n  w i th  the



V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t  an y w ay ) .  O th e r  a d v a n ta g e s  in c lu d e d  i t s  r em a in in g  

f ix e d  in  th e  same p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  b e in g  s e t ,  and  th e  f a c t  i t  took  up 

no h o r i z o n t a l  sp ace  when open ( th e r e b y  r e d u c in g  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i th i n  

the  room ). Of c o u r s e  t h e r e  were d i s a d v a n t a g e s  w hich in c lu d e d  n o t  

be ing  a b l e  to  s h u t  t i g h t l y ,  th e  p roblem  o f  c l e a n in g  a l l  th e  

s u r f a c e s ,  wind r a t t l e ,  mechanism f a i l u r e  an d  jam bing , and  th e  p an es  

n o t  b e in g  a b l e  to  l i e  in  th e  same p l a n e .  Cheap s l i d i n g  s a s h e s  were 

a v a i l a b l e  on American im p o r t ,  though  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  s a s h e s  cane  from 

Sweden. From th e  1 8 8 0 's  to  the  1 8 4 0 's  th e  fo u r  pane s a s h  ( i . e .  two 

panes  p e r  l e a f )  was the  m ost common window [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 6 ] ,  The two 

pane s a s h  g r a d u a l l y  be c a n e  more p o p u la r  d u r in g  th e  1 8 9 0 's  a l th o u g h  

i t  n e v e r  q u i t e  o u s te d  th e  fo u r  pane window. One pane r e p r e s e n t e d  one 

l e a f  [FIGURE 3 .1 -1 7  and  3 . 1 - 4 , 3 . 1 - 5 ] ,  a l t h o u g h  w here the  window 

became v e ry  wide an  i n t e r m e d i a t e  b a r  had to  be i n t r o d u c e d .  The more 

f a s h io n a b le  windows w ere u s u a l l y  p a rad e d  on the  s t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n s  

w i th  the  c i d e r  more common ty p e s  down th e  s i d e s  an d  back [FIGURE

3 . 1 - 1 8 ] ,  a l t h o u g h  m ix tu r e s  were known to  tiave o c c u r r e d  [FIGURE

3 . 1 - 1 9 ] .  Window head sh ap e  v a r i e d  a c c o r d in g  to  the  s t y l i s t i c  f l a v o u r  

( su c h  a s  i t  was) o f  the  h o u se ;  though  m ost were r e c t i l i n e a r ,  a few 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  ty p e s  in c lu d e d ;  th e  p o in t e d  ' g o t h i c '  head [FIGURE

3 . 1 - 2 0 ] ,  o r  in  the  more rounded  V en e tian  ' g o t h i c '  v e in  [FIGURE

3 .1 -2 8  and  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 9 ] .  T ra n s fo rm a t io n  came in  th e  mid 1890 ' s  w i th  

the in f l u e n c e  o f  Vueen Anne, w here i n i t i a l l y  the  s a s h ' s  to p  s e c t i o n  

became d iv i d e d  i n t o  s m a l l e r  p a n e l s t s  ( u s u a l l y  a m u l t i p l e  o f  t h r e e  = 

6 , 9 ,  18) w h i l s t  the low er p a r t  rem ained  a s  i t  t a d  been [FIGURE

3 . 1 - 2 1 ] .  T h is  t r a n s i t i o n a l  window form b r id g e d  th e  g r a d u a l  s h i f t  in  

p r e f e r e n c e  between the  s a s h  and  th e  casem en t - t h e  a rgum en t f o r  s a s h  

w i th o u t  b a r s  becoming th u s  c o n s id e r a b ly  w eakened, and  g r a d u a l l y  

f o r g o t t e n .  The casem en t took  a p p r o x im a te ly  the  same form o f  the



t r a n s i t i o n a l  window w i th  i t s  up p er  s e c t i o n  o f  s m a l l e r  p an es  b e ing  

f r e q u e n t l y  f i l l e d  in  w i th  c o lo u re d  p a n e l s  an d  w i th  the  low er s e c t i o n  

s t i l l  b e in g  t r e a t e d  to  a l a r g e  s h e e t  o f  g l a s s  [FIGURE 3 .1 -2 3  and

3 .1 - 1 9 ,  3 . 1 - 3 4 ] ,  V a r i a t i o n s  on t h i s  type  w ere t y p i f i e d  by a  heavy 

transonic s e p a r a t i n g  the  to p  p a t t e r n e d  p a n e l  and th e  bottom  pane l 

w hich was o c c a s i o n a l l y  b ro k en  up i n t o  e q u a l  p a n e l s  [FIGURE 3 .1 - 2 2 ] .

A lthough  i t  was recommended t h a t  an  odd n i n t e r  o f  windows was 

u sed  in  a w a l l  a s  i t  im p a r te d  e le g a n c e  (even  numbers d i d n ' t ' ,  and 

a v o id e d  th e  c e n t r e  p i e r  w hich was a p t  to  c a s t  a shadow r i g h t  a c r o s s  

the  room, t h i s  a d v ic e  was seldom  heeded . [FIGURE 3 .1 -2 4  how ever, 

took  up th e  c h a l l e n g e ] . Framed window s u r r o u n d s  o r  a r c h i t r a v e s  

o c c u r r e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  a ro u n d  s a s h  windows on the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  - t h e  

s h o u ld e re d  a r c h i t r a v e  ( th e  most common) b e in g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  o r i g i n .

G la s s  was im ported  p r i n c i p a l l y  from B r i t a i n  a l t h o u g h  i n f e r i o r  

q u a l i t y  g l a s s  from Belgium  and  Germany was a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .

Windows: Bay Windows -One o f  the  few e le m e n t s  used by the  

s p e c u l a t o r  t h a t  had a c o n seq u en c e  on the  i n s i d e  a s  w e l l  a s  the  

o u t s i d e .  They o c c u r r e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  in  th e  p a r lo u r  o r  f r o n t  room so 

t h a t  i t s  e f f e c t  was r e f l e c t e d  on the  f r o n t  g a b l e .  I t  was a l s o  found , 

though l e s s  commonly, in  th e  d in i n g  room and  main bedroom - i t s  

o c c u r r e n c e  in  th e se  rooms b e in g  d e te rm in e d  by b u d g e t .  On a  p r a c t i c a l  

l e v e l  i t  s a t i s f i e d  the  d e s i r e  f o r  having  a n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  view o f  

the  o u t s i d e  w orld  t h a t  an  open a i r  f a c i l i t y  a f f o r d e d ,  w h i l s t  

re m a in in g  in  th e  r e l a t i v e  c o m fo r t  o f  th e  s i t t i n g  room. M ile s  Lewis 

s u g g e s t s  U a t  the  ' c a n t e d  buy ' ( t y p i c a l l y  w i th  two s i d e s  a n g le d  back  

a t  f o r t y - f i v e  d e g re e s  o r  l e s s  from the  c e n t r a l  l i g h t )  has  i t s  

s o u r c e s  in  P ic tu r e s q u e  G o th ic  d e s i g n s ,  though  in  th e m s e lv e s  n o t  so 

much G o th ic  a s  Tudor an d  l a t e r  p e r io d s  (2 3 ) .  W hatever i t s  d e r i v a t i o n  

i t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a s t y l i s t i c a l l y  ' n e u t r a l ' e l e m e n t .
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1 . . . T h e  bay window was more c a p a b le  th a n  th e  tower o f  b e in g  
a p p l i e d  to  s m a l l e r  h o u se s ,  a n d  s o ,  w h i le  th e  tow er re tra in e d  the  
a s p i r a t i o n  o f  a l l ,  th e  bay window was u sed  in  a huge number o f  
meoium an d  s m a l l  v i l l a s ,  and  even  o c c a s i o n a l l y  in  t e r r a c e
h o u s e s . 1 (24)

The e a r l y  Lay window in  Jo h an n esb u rg  was a s im p le  r e c t a n g u l a r  

p r o j e c t i o n  o f  b r i c k ,  u s u a l l y  w i th o u t  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c c e n tu a t e d  r o o f  

(som etim es even  h idden  b eh in d  a p a r a p e t ) ,  a p p l i e d  c e n t r a l l y  to  the  

f r o n t  g a b l e ,  [FIGURE 3 .1 -2 5  and  3 .1 - 2 6 ]  - i t  i s  w o r th  n o t in g  t h a t  

i n i t i a l l y  the  bay had i t s  own in d e p e n d e n t  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e .  The 

s lo p in g  s i d e s  im p l ie d  a  f i r m e r  com rutm ent to  the  bay ,  a s  i t  took  on 

g r e a t e r  c o m p o s i t io n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  b e in g  a d e e p e r ,  w ider  and  hence 

b o ld e r  e le m e n t  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 2 7 ] .  A lthough  b o th  the  r e c t i l i n e a r  and  

the  s lo p in g  bay were e q u a l l y  a s  p o p u l a r , th e r e  i s  a  fundam enta l 

a e s t h e t i c  d i f f e r e n c e .  The s lo p in g  s id e d  bay was v i s u a l l y  a lw a y s  

heavy b e ca u se  o f  i t s  w id th  and  th e  t h i c k  b r i c k  p i e r s  w hich took  the  

change  in  p l a n e .  The l i n t e l s  above  the windows w ere a l s o  q u i t e  d eep ,  

and  i f  the  r o o f  was p ro m in en t  -w h ich  i t  q u i t e  q u i c k l y  became, the  

whole e f f e c t  was v o lu m e t r i c  an d  b u lk y  [FIGURE 3 .1 - 2 8 ,  3 .1 -2 9  and

3 .1 —3 0 ] .  The s q u a re  bay on the  o t h e r  hand was r a t h e r  d e l i c a t e ,  even 

t r a n s p a r e n t  -d u e  to  the  c o r n e r  m u l l io n  w hich  was m e re ly  a  th ic k e n e d  

t i n t e r  s t a n t i o n  - t h e  window fram es  e i t h e r  t h e r e f o r e  b u t t i n g  up 

a g a i n s t  i t  o r  even  form ing i t  [FIGURE 3 .1 - 3 1 ,  3 .1 - 3 2 ,  3 .1 -3 3  and

3 .1 -3 4 1 .  Even when the  l i n t e l  was deep  and  s o l i d  ( g e n e r a l l y  a  t im b e r  

p a n e l  and  n o t  m asenary) the  e f f e c t  was much the  same [FIGURE 3 .1 -3 5 ]  

The s q u a re  Lay e x e c u t e d  in  n u so n a ry  a l s o  how ever, p o s s e s s e d  a 

l i g h t n e s s  when compared to  the  c a n te d  bay [FIGURE 3 .1 - 3 6 ] .  !x?sp ite  

the  a e s t h e t i c  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  usage  seldom p e r t a i n e d  to  

an  o v e r a l l  c o m p o s i t io n a l  i d e a .  As the  bay became e s s e n t i a l  to  the  

d o m e s t ic  in v e n to r y ,  so d e s i g n e r s  s t a r t e d  to  become more a d v e n t u r o u s .  

The m ost common v a r i a t i o n  was marked by the  f o r s a k in g  o f  th e  bay s

* *



s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y  t o r  i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  th e  o v e r a l l  g a b le  d e s ig n .  

I t s  s e p a r a t e  l i t t l e  r o o f  was ta k en  away and  th e  p a n e l s  above  the  

windows w ere e x te n d e d  up under trie p r o j e c t i n g  e a v e s  -a  s o l u t i o n  t t u t  

ttid  o b v io u s  c o s t  a d v a n ta g e s  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 —37 f o r  the  r e c t i l i n e a r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  an d  3 .1 -2 1  fo r  the  c tw m fered  s i d e s ] .  A s s o c ia te d  w i th  

l i k e  f r u g a l i t y  a l th o u g h  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  c o m p o s i to n a l  c r i t e r i a ,  the 

bay was o c c a s i o n a l l y  l o c a t e d  under th e  v e ran d a h  [FIGURE 3 .1 —3 8 ] .  The 

o r i e l  window though r e l a t e d  to  the  bay window d i f f e r e d  in  r e s p e c t  to  

i t s  s u s p e n s io n  above th e  g ro u n d ,  f l o a t i n g  w i t h i n  th e  w a l l  p la n e  

[FIGURE 3 .1 -3 9  and  3 . 1 - 4 0 ] ,

-D o o rs :  The f r o n t  d oo r  was u s u a l l y  the  most e l a b o r a t e  d oo r  in  

th e  h o u se .  F r e q u e n t ly  made from te a k  ( o r  even  p in e )  they  w ere o f t e n  

su r ro u n d e d  by narrow  g l a s s  m a rg in s  and  f a n l i g h t s .  For c o s t  r e a s o n s ,  

the  c o lo u re d  o r  em bossed g l a s s  p a n e l  was o n ly  o c c a s io n a l . ]y  u s e d .  In  

e a r l y  exam ples  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  f i n d  a  d o u b le  l e a  fe d  f r o n t  door 

a l th o u g h  th e  s i n g l e  door a r r a n g e m e n t  d o m in a te d .  The e n t r a n c e  way was 

u s u a l l y  c e l e b r a t e d  by an  a r c h .  [See  FIGURES 3 .1 - 4 1 ,  3 .1 -4 2 ,  3 .1 -4 3 ,

3 .1 -4 4 ,  3 .1 - 4 5 ,  3 .1 -4 6 ,  3 .1 -4 7  an d  3 . 1 - 4 8 ] .  [For t y p i c a l  d o o r  and 

m argin  l i g h t  s i z e s  sue FIGURE 3 . 1 - 1 0 1 . ]

d . )  V erandahs

The two e le m e n t s  w hich c o n t r i b u t e d  the  most to w ard s  the  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  the  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  d o m e s t ic  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  w ere  the  g a b le  and  

the  v e ra n d a h .  A lthough  from the  1 8 8 0 's  onwnrd th e  g a b le  became the  

fav o u re d  e le m e n t  w hich c o r n e r e d  m ost d e c o r a t i v e  a t t e n t i o n ,  the  

v e ran d ah  f o r  a  long  t i n e  b e f o r e  i t  was the  main o r  f r o n t a l  

sh o w p ie c e . And a l th o u g h  i t  was n e v e r  o m i t te d  o r  c o m p le te ly  o u s t e d ,  

i t s  c o m p o s i t io n a l  r o l e  a l t e r e d ;  t r e a t e d  a s  s t a g i n g  fo r  th e  g a b l e , 

w hich due to  i t s  c o m p a ra t iv e  la c k  o f  show, a f f o r d e d  the  g a b le
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g r e a t e r  p ro m in e n c e . A lthough  the  g a b l e /v e r a n d a h  c o m b in a t io n  was ttic

u s u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  th e  v e ra n d a h  a l o n e  a s  the  dom inan t e l e v a t i o n a l

f e a t u r e  was n o t  uncommon (some even  u rg in g  t h i s  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  of

a e s t h e t i c  e f f i c i e n c y  ( 2 5 ) ) .  The v e r a n d a h 's  a e s t h e t i c  v a lu e  a t  a t  me

when p i c t u r e s q u e  a s p i r a t i o n s  van h ig h  were o b v io u s ly  e x p l o i t e d ;

' . . . T h e  v e ran d a h  ro o f  r e l i e v e d  th e  s t a r k  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  a 
c o l o n i a l  h o u se .  Even th e  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  v e ra n d a h s  c r e a t e d  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p l a s t i c  m a n ip u la t io n s  o f  b u i l d i n g  form s. Trie 
d a rk  e n c lo s e d  space  o f  the  v e ra n d a h  would s e t  o f f  the  l i g h t  
d e c o r a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  o f  i r o n  o r  t im b e r  s u p p o r t s . . '  (26)

There  were c e r t a i n  'c o m p o s i t io n a l  ' d o ' s  and  d o n ' t s '  w hich a p p l i e d

g e n e r a l l y  to  v e ran d a h  d e s i g n ,  f o r  exam ple; ' . . . t h e  v e ran d a h  sh o u ld

be seven  an d  a h a l f  f e e t  in  w id th ,  and  s h o u ld  n o t  e x te n d  th e  e n t i r e

l e n g t h  o f  th e  f r o n t ,  b u t  s t o p  a  c o u p le  o f  f e e t  s h o r t  a t  b o th  e n d s .

I f  e x te n d e d  a lo n g  the  w ho '"  l e n g t h ,  a  v e ra n d a h  has  the  d i s a g r e e a b l e

e f f e c t  o f  c u t t i n g  the  f a c a d e  i n t o  two h a l v e s ,  and  d e s t r o y i n g  i t i

c h a r a c t e r  and  p r o p o r t i o n ' (2 7 )  - th o u g h  so u n d in g  l i k e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n

fo r  what was to  become th e  sh ru n k  Edw ardian 'p o r c h 1, r e a c t i o n  to

t h i s  e a r l y  a d v ic e  ( c i r c a  1850) am ounted to  the  c l i p p i n g  o r  s lo p in g

o f  the  e n d s  o f  a f u l l  l e n g th  v e ra n d a h  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 2 - 8 ] ,  A sm a l l

g a b l e t  was o f t e n  in c lu d e d  w i th i n  th e  ro o f  o f  the  v e ran d a h  to

em phasize  th e  p o i n t  o f  e n t r y  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 4 9 ] ,  The ro o f  o f  the

v eran d ah  was u s u a l l y  a s im p le  m o n o -p i tch  o f  s t r a i g h t  s h e e t s  o f

c o r r u g a t e d - i r o n ,  a l th o u g h  the  c ra n k e d  s h e e t  was a l s o  w id e ly  used  - i t

hav ing  the  a d v a n ta g e  o f  ‘r e q u i t in g  fewer r a f t e r s  s in c e  i t  was

s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 5 0 ] ,

B r ia n  Kearney p o i n t s  ou^ t h a t  a p a r t  from p u r e ly  a e s t h e t i c

c o n c e rn s  th e  v e ran d a h  t a d  two v e ry  im p o r ta n t  p r a c t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s

(2 8 ) ;  i )  to  p ro v id e  shady  s e m i-o u td o o r  s p a c e s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  house

- m u l t i  f u n c t i o n a l  though somewhat r e c r e a t i o n a l ;  i i )  to  p r o t e c t  the

e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  from d i r e c t  s u n l i g h t  -a  p r e c a u t io n  a g a i n s t
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o v e r h e a t i n g .  E s s e n t i a l  in  h o t t e r  c l i m a t e s ,  i t ' s  d e b a t a b l e  w h e th e r  

the  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  s p e c u l a t o r  r e g a rd e d  i t  a s  a n y th in g  more than  

som eth ing  t h a t  was p a r t  o f  the a e s t h e t i c  s t a n d a r d  - t h e  v e ran d ah  

hav ing  a l r e a d y  a c h ie v e d  th e  s t a t u s  o f  one o f  the  e s s e n t i a l  

( t r a d i t i o n a l )  d o m e s t ic  e l e m e n t s  (commitment to  the  v e ran d a h  d i d n ' t  

r e a l l y  a p p ro a c h  t r e t  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  e a r l i e r  v e ran d a h  ilouse in  

N a t a l ) .

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  t a l u s  t r a d i n g  and  s u p p o r t in g  p o s t s  was 

m ost f r e q u e n t l y  o f  t im b e r .  L a te r  when t r a n s p o r t  and  com m unication 

l i n k s  w i th  m a n u fa c tu re r s  ( o v e r s e a s  and l a t e r  l o c a l )  had been f i r m ly  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  c a s t  i r o n  e le m e n t s  w ere u s e d .  I t  m ust be 

n o te d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  c a s t  i r o n  was w id e ly  u sed  in  com m ercia l and 

l a r g e r  d o m e s t ic  b u i l d i n g s ,  i t s  ex p en se  made i t  p r o h i b i t i v e  in  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d .  However, where t im b er  was used  and  the  v e ran d a h  

was o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  l e n g t h ,  i t  was o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a d o u b le  

coli*nn bay w hich  a p a r t  from p ro v id in g  f o r  a  p r o p o r t i o n  e s c a p e  r o u t e , 

a l s o  perfo rm ed  an  im p o r ta n t  s t r u c t u r a l  f u n c t i o n .  In  th e  h o r i z o n t a l  

p l a n e , the  v e ran d a h  co m p rised  t h r e e  b a s i c  d i v i s i o n s :  The b ase  o r  

bo ttom  s e c t i o n ,  which was tlx? b a l u s t r a d i n g ,  the  m i d - s e c t i o n ,  d e f in e d  

by th e  p o s t s ,  and  the  head o r  to p  p a r t  w h i 'h  a p p ro x im a te d  to  a 

' f r i e z e ' . The b a l u s t r a d i n g  was nude of t im b e r  s p a r s  w hich were h e ld  

between a bo ttom  r a i l  and  the  u p p e r  h a n d r a i l  ( th e m a t ic  v a r i a t i o n s  

o c c u r r i n g  a t  a lm o s t  e v e ry  h o u s e ) .  The f r i e z e  p ie c e  was t r e a t e d  w i th  

d i f f e r i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  c o m p le x i ty  - f ro m  t'«e s im p le  s tu p e d  t im b e r  

'b eam s ' [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 -5 1 ,  3 .1 -5 2  and 3 .1 -5 3 ]  to  a more d e l i c a t e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  g la z e d  i n f i l l  p a n e l s  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 5 4 ] .  Of c o u r s e  

t h e r e  were o t h e r s  which f e l l  betw een th e s e  two e x t r e m e s :  FIGURES

3 .1 -5 5 ,  3 .1 -5 6 ,  3 .1 -5 7  and  3 .1 - 5 8 .  (A las  a s  can be seen  w i th  t o d a y 's  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  th e  use  o f  e x t e n s i v e  use  o f  t im b e r  h as  u l t i m a t e l y
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j e o p a r d i s e d  th e  a e s t h e t i c  l o n g e v i t y  o f  many e a r l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  M u s e s  

—s i n c e  t im b e r  has  a s h o r t  l i f e  w i th o u t  h ig h  m a in ten a n ce  demands* 

many house ow ners  from the  1 9 2 0 1s  onward* r e p l a c e d  the  shabby  

tim berw ork  on t h e i r  v e ra n d a h s  w i th  p r e - c a s t  c o n c r e t e  colum ns and

b r i c k  dw arf w a l l i n g . )

Tiie use o f  the c o n c r e t e  column in  v e ran d a h  d e s ig n  though  

q u i n t e s s e n t i a l l y  E dw ardian , was used  in  a few i s o l a t e d  exam ples  j u s t  

b e f o r e  the  o u tb r e a k  o f  the  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War. The 1 c o lu m n s ' (no 

lo n g e r  a  p o s t s )  o f  th e  v e ra n d a h  in  FIGURE 3 .1 -5 9 ,  s a t  somewhat 

u n c o m fo r ta b ly  a m id s t  t h i n  t i . . ibe r  b a l u s t e r s  and  a  t im b e r  ' i e z e  (w ith  

d e l i c a t e  c i r c u l a r  c u t o u t s )  - a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i q u i e t e n i :  . -• c o n fu se d

m ix tu re  o f  heavy and l i g h t  e l e m e n t s ,  w hich c l e a r l y  b e t r a y s  M e f a c t  

t h a t  th e  idea  was in  i t s  i n f a n c v .  The use  o f  th . lumn in  FIGURE

3 .1 -6 0  r e f l e c t s  a p u r e r  s t r a i n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s o r t s *  a l t h o u g h  was more 

o f  th e  a f f l u e n t  ' s p a c e s h i p '  c l a s s *  th an  o f  the  r e g i o n a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  

v e r n a c u l a r .

Othe^ in s t a n c e s  in  w hich th e  v e ra n d a h  was u s e d ,  was a t  the  r e a r  

o f  th e  house pa t i a l l y  c r e a t e d  by the  l e  a n - to  o v e r  the  t h i r d  ran g e  o f  

room s. Forming a  c o v e re d  c o n n e c t io n  betw een the  k i t c h e n  and  the  

bath room  o r  p a n t ry  (o r  o u t e r  bedroom ) ,  t h i s  was a lm o s t  a lw a y s  

c o n s t r u c t e d  in  t im b e r ,

e . )  Tut r e t s

A lthough  in  the  p r o c e s s  o f  e n h an c in g  a main f a c a d e ,  a  bay window 

t a d  o f t e n  to  s u f f i c e ,  the  t u r r e t  was, depen d in g  on a v a i l a b l e  fu nds ,  

th e  f i r s t  c h o i c e . b o th  the  Labour and  i r u t e r i a l  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  the 

ex p en se  o f  t t a  i tem  —i n t e r  a l i a  r e q u i r i n g  a s k i l l e d  c a r p e n t e r  to  

e r e c t  the  i n t e r n a l  l a t t i c e  an d  sub—s u r f a c e  b o a r d in g ,  an d  comnxanly a 

p lum ber to  co v e r  i t  w i th  a b e a t e n  z in c  c a r a p a c e .  I t  was th u s  used  

p re d o m in a n t ly  in  th e  medium to  l a r g e  s i z e d  d e ta c h e d  h o u ses  a l th o u g h



i t s  o c c u r r e n c e  in  s m a l l e r  ex am p les  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  unknown [ s e e  

FIGURE 3 .1 -6 1 ,  in  w hich a s e t  o f  t e r r a c e  h o u se s  w i th  e a c h  u n i t  

s p o r t i n g  a q u a s i —t u r r e t  o v e r  th e  l i v i n g  ro o m j. As an  a i d  to  

c o m p o s i t io n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  the  t u r r e t  p o s s e s s e d  a un ique  c h a r a c t e r  

t h a t  was n e i t h e r  o f  the  w a l l  no r the  r o o f  -b e s to w in g  a n  em phasis  

w i th i n  a c o m p o s i t io n  by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  i n h e r e n t  v e r t i c a l i t y  - t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  w hich was f a r  s t r o n g e r  hhan th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t i e s  o f  

e i t h e r  the  w a l l  o r  r o o f .  Of c o u r s e  i t  s e r v e d  th o se  who endeav o u red  

to  c r e a t e  a p i c tu r e s q u e  c o m p o s i t io n  handsom ely , e n h an c in g  ' t h e  p i l e  

an d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  th e  b roken  s i l h o u e t t e ,  ‘ . . .A b o v e  a l l ,  when the  

c o m p o s i t io n  i s  i r r e g u l a r ,  r i s e s  the  c a m p a n ile  o r  I t a l i a n  tow er, 

b r in g i n g  a l l  i n t o  u n i ty ' ,  and  g i v i n g  p i c t u r e s q u e n e s s ,  o r  an  

e x p r e s s io n  o f  power and  e l e v a t i o n  to  the  w hole c o m p o s i t io n  ( 2 9 ) .

The t u r r e t  tended  to  be u sed  in  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n s ,  

depend ing  on what the  d e s ig n e r  f e l t  needed  e m p h a s is in g  w i th in  the  

c o m p o s i t io n :

1. Over the  f r o n t  door - t h e r e  was a  tw o fo ld  r e a s o n  f o r  p la c in g  

h e r e ;  f o r  the  c o m p o s i t io n a l  fo c u s  i t  bes tow ed  on th e  f r .’ n t  

e l e v a t i o n  and  f o r  th e  sm a l l  e n t r a n c e  v e s t i b u l e  i t  a f f o r d e d  in  

p l a n .  The t u r r e t  was o f t e n  a t t e n d e d  by an  a r c h  a t  i t s  base  in  

w hich c l e a r l y  s t r e s s e d  th e  f r o n t  d o o r ' s  l o c a t i o n  [ s e e  FIGURE

3 .1 -6 2 ,  FIGURE 3 .1 -6 3  and  3 . 1 - 6 4 ] .  A common v a r i a t i o n  on t h i s  idea  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  by th e  d e s i r e  to  s c r e e n  th e  f r o n t  door from the 

s t r e e t ,  r e s u l t e d  in  an  o f f - a x i s  a c c e s s  r o u t e  - t h e  a p p ro a c h  hav ing  

to  tak e  a  90 d e g re e  swing in  o r d e r  to  f a c e  th e  f r o n t  door [ s e e  

FIGURE 3 .1 - 6 5 ] .

2. I t s  i n c l u s i o n  a s  r e in f o r c e m e n t  o t  the  p r i n c i p a l  o x i s  in  a 

d i a g o n a l l y  sy m m e tr ica l  h o u se .  T h i s ,  th e  m ost common a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

l e n t  prom inence to  the  p a r l o u r  - t h e  sliow—p ie c e  o f  th e  h o u se ,  and
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was a lw a y s  accom pan ied  a  bay window a t  i t s  b a s e .  Ux.1 doub le  

c u rv e d  o r  og ee—t u r r e t  —one w hich p o s s e s s e d  a  convex and  concave 

com ponent, [ s e e  flGURE 3 . 1 - 6 6 ] ,  u s u a l l y  p re c e d e d  th e  more s im p le  

c o n i c a l  form s [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 -6 7 ,  3 .1 -6 8  an d  . i .1 -6 9 .  l o r  o t h e r  

v a r i a t i o n s  see  FIGURES 3 .1 —70, 3 .1 -7 1  and  3 .1 —7*.].

3 . W ith in  the  ru n  o t  a  v e ra n d a h .  U su a l ly  l o c a t e d  a t  t i e  

tu rn in g  p o i n t  o f  th e  v e ra n d a h ,  i t  was used e i t h e r  to  c r e a t e  a 

p ro p e r  s i t t i n g  a r e a  ( s i n c e  th ey  w ere  r a r e l y  wide enough to  

f a c i l i t a t e  a t a b l e  w i th  c h a i r s  a r o u n d ) ,  o r  em p h asise  an  e n t r a n c e  

where th e  f r o n t  door w a s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  on a x i s  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 -7 3

a s  an  exam ple o f  th e  fo r m e r ] .

4 .  Random p l a c i n g .  T h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  was t y p i c a l l y  w i l f u l ,  the  

u se  o f  th e  t u r r e t  b e in g  w i th o u t  th e  g e o g ra p h ic  i n t e n t  o f  the  

fo rm er l o c a t i o n s .  The t u r r e t  in  FIGURE 3 .1 - 7 4 ,  b e s id e s  f a i l i n g  to  

em p ah sise  a n y th in g  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  l o s e s  much o f  i t s  im pac t  due to  

i t s  low p r o f i l e  r e l a t i v e  to  the  main r o o f .  The t u r r e t ,  in  FIGURE

3 .1 -7 5  i s  m ere ly  one p ie c e  in  a b usy  c o m p o s i t io n a l  a s sem b lag e  used 

i n t e r n a l l y a s  a nook on th e  s t a i r  la n d in g  and  d r e s s i n g  room! The 

t u r r e t  in  FIGURE 3 .1 -7 6  m ere ly  p r o v id e s  a v i s u a l  s t o p  a t  one o f  

the  h o u s e ' •  e x t r e m i t y  w i th o u t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  much to  the  

c o m p o s i t io n a l  m e r i t  o f  th e  house .

f . )  Roofs

-S h a p e : T ie  m o rp h o lo g ic a l  deve lopm en t o f  the  ro o f  in  the 

d e ta c h e d  house has been e x t e n s i v e l y  c o v e re d  in  o t h e r  w orks (3 0 ) ,  

a l t h o u g h  some p o i n t s  o f  a e s t h e t i c  c o n c e rn  w ' l l  be m en tioned  h e r e .

The ro o f  p la y e d  an  u n d o u b te d ly  im p o r ta n t  r o l e  in  the  h o u s e s '  o v e r a l l  

c o m p o s i t io n ,  form ing a p ro m in en t cap p in g  to  the  w h o le .  T ie  o t h e r  

co n tem p o ra ry  a p p ro a c h  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  Karoo House - a  s q u a re  p a r a p e t  

g a b le  w i th  a v e ry  s h a l lo w  r o o f  t e h i n d ,  had an  e x t r e m e ly  l i m i t e d

A



f o l lo w in g  - a l t h o u g h  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  unknown in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e

f i e l d  (.see FIGURE 3 . 1 - 7 7 ] .  The e a r l i e r  h o u ses  which h*d s im p le

d o u b le  p i t c h e d  r o o f s ,  were e i t h e r  t r e a t e d  to  a  g a b le  a t  e i t h e r  end

(a D utch t r a i t ) , o r  w i th  h ip p e d  en d s  (an  E n g l i s h  t r a i t ) .  Beyond the

m ajor r o o f - s t r u c t u r e  (o v e r  .he f i r s ' ;  wo r a n g e s  o f  rooms) th e r e  was

u s u a l l y  a  lew m o n o -p i tch  o r  ' l e a n - t o '  r o o f  ( c o v e r in g  th e  t h i r d  o r

back  r a n g e ) .  With the  i n f l u e n c e  o f  the  p i c tu r e s q u e  and  an in c r e a s e

in  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i tu r e  on th e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u se ,  more c o m p l ic a te d

ro o f  ty p e s  were in t r o d u c e d .  R ic h a rd  A pperly  in  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f

s p e c u l a t i v e  p r a c t i c e  in  A u s t r a l i a  r a k e s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w hich c l o s e l y

resem b le  th o s e  w hich o c c u r r e d  in  S o u th e rn  A f r i c a :

'The r o o f s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  h o u se s  d i s p l a y e d  a  c o m p le x i ty  which 
b e l i e d  th e  b a s i c a l l y  s im p le  s h a p e s  o f  the  b u i l d i n g s  th e y  co v e re d  
. . . D e n i e d  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r a m b le , th e  A u s t r a l i a n  subu rban  
house so u g h t to  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  i d e n t i t y  by means o f  c o m p l ic a te d  
S h av ia n  r o o f  geom etry  [R.N. n o t  G .B . ] '  (31)

Of c o u rs e  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  such  a s  the  g a b l e ,  m u l t i - g a b l e ,

m u l t i - g a b l e - g a b l e t s  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 -7 8  and  3 . 1 - 7 9 ] ,  and  the  t u r r e t ,

a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  to w ard s  the  n e c e s s a r y  a s s e m b la g e , a l t h o u g h  th e s e  a r e

s t r i c t l y  sp e a k in g  n o t  ' o f  th e  r o o f .

The ro o f  scap e  was most o f t e n  however p u n c tu re d  by th e  g a b le  t  

w hich perfo rm ed  b o th  a f u n c t i o n a l  and  a e s t h e t i c  r o l e .  A e s t h e t i c a l l y  

i t s  l o c a t i o n  w i th in  th e  ro o f  p la n e  o f t e n  c o r re s p o n d e d  to  and  

em p h as ised  a  f e a t u r e  on the  w a l l  s u r f a c e  below t h a t  was p a r t l y  

o b s c u re d  - f o r  e x a m p le , a hay window a t  the  l a c k  o f  a v e ran d a h  [ see 

FIGURE 3 . 1-UOj. A p a r t  from w r in g in g  o u t  th e  most from th e  e le m e n t ,  

i t  p ro v id e d  Uie means t o r  e x p r e s s in g  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  (be i t  

synme t r i c a i  o r  a s y m m e tr ic a l ) .  O th e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  g a b le  t  

tended  to  be more f u n c t i o n a l ;  when tfie v e n t  to  p r e v e n t  h e a t  b u i l d - u p  

in  the  r o o f  space  was n o t  in c o r p o r a t e d  on one o f  the  w a l l  g a b l e s  

( th e  m ost common p l a c e ) ,  and  when a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t  was r e q u i r e d  in

A' .r - \ O



deep  p as sa g e  sp ace  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 8 1 ] .  Ranging from s im p le  

m a k e - s h i f t  hoods [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 8 2 ] ,  to  th e  s l i c k e r  c a t a lo g u e  item  

[FIGURE 3 . 1 - 8 3 ] ,  to  th e  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  custom  made m in i-d o rm e rs  

[FIGURE 3 . 1 - 8 4 ] ,  the  m ost d i r e c t  way t h a t  r o o f  v e n t i l a t i o n  was 

a c h ie v e d  in  a  h ipped  s i t u a t i o n  was by s l i p p i n g  th e  s id e  r o o f  p l a n e s  

to  j u s t  below the  r i d g e  l e v e l  [FIGURE 3 . 1 - 8 5 ] .

I n i t i a l l y  e a v e s  w ere c u t  to  an  a b s o l u t e  minimum, w ith  the  e v e r  

p r e s e n t  g u t t e r s  ( n e c e s s i t a t e d  by c l a u s e  39 o f  the  G ezondheids  

C o m i te 's  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  A ugust 1891),  a lm o s t  a g a i n s t  the  v e i l  

s u r f a c e .  The c l i p p e d  eav e  d e t a i l  l e n t  th e  j a t e  V ic t o r i a n  v i l l a  an  

a e s t h e t i c  w hich  was t i d y  ar.d w h o l ly  v o lu m e t r i c  - i f  the  w id e r  eav e  

o v erh an g  had been i n t r o d u c e d ,  i t  s u r e l y  would have b roken  th e  s t r o n g  

s e n s e  o f  s t a p e  th e se  t i g h t  u n i t s  pc a e u s e d ,  l i n k in g  them p e rh a p s  a 

l i t t l e  too  much to  ' r u r a l  h a b i t '  (a t r i f l e  p re m a tu re  f o r  th e  f u l l  

b lo o d e d  A r ts  and  C r a f t s  movement).

From the  1 8 6 0 's  to  the  1 8 9 0 ' s  the  fa v o u re d  p i t c h  f o r  a  r o o f  was 

2 7 - 2 8  d e g r e e s ,  a  f a c t o r  w hich  i n f l u e n c e d  th u s  e a r l y  r o o f  d e s ig n  in  

J o  a n n e s b u r g .  By 1890 the  p i t c h  changed to  30 d e g r e e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i f  

the 'G o t h i c '  s t y l e  was b e in g  em ployed th e  p i t c h  would have been

a b o u t  55 d e g r e e s .

-R ool M a t e r i a l s :  The B ye-law s s e t  by Uie G ezonlie ids Comite 

p u b l i s h e d  in  August 1891 c l e a r l y  condemn the  use  o f  wood, c a n v a s ,  

r e e d  o r  any  m a t e r i a l  o f  a c o m b u s t ib le  o r  in flam m able  n a t u r e  ( t h a t c h )  

a s  a  L oo ting  m a t e r i a l  ( c l a u s e  1 2 ) .  The use  o f  l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  

m a t e r i a l s  f o r  r o o f in g  was t h e r e f o r e  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d ,  a  l i m i t a t i o n  

w hich  l e f t  l i t t l e  o p t i o n  b u t  to  im p o r t  a c c e p t a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .  S in c e  

im p o r ta t io n  was from tlie c o a s t a l  r e g i o n s ,  l i g h t n e s s ,  m a n a g e a b i l i t y  

an d  s p a c e - e f f i c i e n t  p ack ag in g  were th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  would lu v e  

d e te rm in e d  th e  c h o i c e .  M a t e r i a l s  such  a s  s l a t e  were r u l e d  o u t  on



a c c o u n t  o f  th e  w eight#  whic.i a p a r t  from th e  i n i t .  a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n #  would have r e q u i r e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  t im ber  

s u b - s t r u c t u r e  in  the  r o o f  i t s e l f  f o r  s u p p o r t  -m aking i t  even  more 

i m p r a c t i c a l  s i n c e  t mber had a l s o  to  be im p o r te d .  S h e e t  i r o n  

( c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n )  f u l f i l l e d  a  1 th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and  had become a  

f a m i l i a r  o r  'know V  e n t i t y ,  b e in g  a  w id e ly  used  r o o f in g  m a t e r i a l  in  

o t h e r  m a tu re r  c o l o n i a l  u rban  c e n t r e s .  Im p o rted  from England and i t  

was u sed  in  a lm o s t  a l l  d o m e s t ic  work, from th e  s m a l l e s t  t e r r a c e  

developm ent to  the  b i g g e s t  d e ta c h e d  h o u s e s .  I t s  t r u s s i n g  and  b a t t e n  

s u p p o r t  was# in  com parison  to  o t h e r  r o o f in g  m a t e r i a l  su p p o r t#  s im ple  

and l i g h t .  S in c e  eac h  s h e e t  c o v e re  a c o m p a r a t i v e ly  l a r g e  a r e a ,  i t  

was a n  e f f i c i e n t  f a s t  c o v e r in g  - a  m atch f o r  th e  p rob lem s o f  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  s k i l l e d  Labour and  w orthy  m a t e r i a l s .  The m ost common 

c o l o u r s  used  f o r  p a i n t i n g  such  r o o f s  were r e d  and  g re e n ,  though 

to w ard s  the end  o f  the  c e n t u r y  m e t a l l i c  g r e y  and  s i l v e r  pa . n t s  were 

d ev e lo p e d  (3 2 ) ;  which g r e a t l y  a s s i s t e d  in  r e d u c in g  h e a t  i n t a k e .

I f  the  heaped ' p i l e '  was to  p ro v id e  f o r ,  i n t e r  a l i a  an  

i n t e r e s t i n g  s i l h o u e t t e  on the  m a c r o - s c a le ,  o t h e r  p i e c e s  such  a s  

p i n n a c l e s  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 -8 6  and  3 . 1 - 7 8 ] ;  w e a th e r  v a r e s  and  c a s t  

( o c c a s i o n a l l y  w rough t)  i r o n  r i d g e  p i e c e s  worked on th e  m i c r o - s c a l e  

[ s e e  FIGURES 3 .1 -8 7  and  3 . 1 - 8 8 ) .  Being am ongst the  l a s t  e le m e n ts  to  

be a p p l i e d  in  t i e  d e c o r a t i v e  p r i o r i t y  ( t h e  w a l l  r e l a t e d  e le m e n ts  

took  p r e c e d e n c e ) ,  th ey  were a p t  to  be l e f t  o f t .

g . ) Chimneys

Chimneys a c c o rd in g  to  the  bye—laws (A ugust 1891, c l a u s e  24) had 

to  be c a r r i e d  up n o t  l e s s  than  t h r e e  f e e t  above  trie r o o t  - a  law th u t  

few f e l t  the  u rg e  to  c h a l l e n g e  a s  i t  c o n v e n ie n t ly  s a t i s f i e d  the  

q u e s t  fo r  s l e n d e r n e s s  and  s i l h o u e t t e .  D uring  th e  1890 s  the  chimney 

was o f t e n  an  e l a b o r a t e  p ie c e  o f  p l a s t e r  (m ou ld in g s)  an d  b r i c k
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( s h a f t ) ,  a d o rn e d  w i th  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  m o t i f s  - i n c l u d i n g  c o r n i c e s ,  

d e n t i l s ,  r u s t i c a t e d  Lands, a r c h e s ,  i n s e t  p a n e l s  and  even l i t t l e  

r o o f s  [ s e e  FIGURES 3 .1 —89, 3 . 1 —90, 3 .1 —9 1 , 3 .1—92 and  3 .1 —9 3 J. 

However, ch im neys e n t i r e l y  o f  b r i c k  were n o t  uncommon even  in  

r e l a t i v e l y  e x p e n s iv e  ho u ses  [FIGURE 3 .1 -9 4  and  3 . 1 - 9 5 ] ,  The 

p r e f a b r i c a t e d  chimney s h a f t  was used [FIGURE 3 .1 —96] though n o t  

e x t e n s i v e l y .  The chimney p o t  i s  known to  have been in c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  

chim ney d e s ig n ,  b u t  was n o t  w id e ly  u sed  in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d  

b e f o r e  the  tu rn  o f  the  c e n t u r y .

h . ) The use  o f  c o lo u r

The e x t e r n a l  woodwork o f  the  e a r l i e r  houses  was u s u a l l y  e i t h e r  

p a i n t e d  d a rk  g re e n  o r  t r e a t e d  w i th  a  d a r k  t im b e r  s t a i n .  W ith the  

in f l u e n c e  o f  the  Queen Anne r e v i v a l  to w a rd s  the  end  o f  the  c e n t u r y ,  

chroma t i c  c o n t r a s t  was a c h ie v e d  by p i c k in g  o u t  window and  door 

fram es# t a l u s  t r a d i n g  and  v e ra n d a h s  in  w h i t e ,  a g a i n s t  w hat was a 

r e l a t i v e l y  d a rk  ( r e d )  b u i l d i n g .  C a s t  i r o n  was commonly p a i n t e d  g re e n  

o r  b la c k .  O c c a s io n a l ly  l i g h t  g re y  and  brown v m s  used  ( 3 3 ) .

i . )  Urban F a b r ic  and House S i t i n g .

J u s t  a s  the  m idd le  c l a s s e s  r e v e a l e d  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  in  the

bo rro w in g  o f  c e r t a i n  d e c o r a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  and even  house forms from 

th e  w e a l t h i e r  ' t r e n d  s e t t e r s ' ,  so  the  h o u s e - to - g a r d e n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

was l i k e w is e  p lu n d e re d .  Many o f  the  i d e a s  in c o r p o r a t e d  w i th i n  the  

Jo h a n n e sb u rg  m iddle  c l a s s  su b u rb ,  were w a te re d  down v a r i a t i o n s  o f  

a t t e m p t s  prom oted by th e  w e a l th y  a t  'c a g i n g  a r c a d i a '  on t h e i r  own 

somewhat l a r g e r  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d .  The id e a s  c e n t r e d  a ro u n d  tlx? 

en d ea v o u r  to  ' . . . p o s s e s s  som eth ing  o f  b o th  t i e  c o u n t ry  s id e  and  o f  

th e  c i t y . ' ( 3 4 ) .  S u b u rb ia  was c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by r o a d s ,  h o u ses ,  

g a r d e n s ,  t r e e s  and  f e n c e s  w hich com bined to  nuke an  in fo rm a l  p i c t u r e  

- i t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a g ro u p  o f  c o u n t ry  houses  s i t u a t e d  in  th e  town.



O b v io u s ly  m ost c o u ld  i l l  a f f o r d  th e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  a  l a rg e  g a rd e n ,  and  

a l th o u g h  a s p i r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  d im in i s h ,  s c a l e  and  *orm d id .  Tiie

a r c a d i a n  dream  became e ro d e d .

'T h e i r  r o a d s  were u s u a l l y  s t r a i g h t  (a r e c t a n g u l a r  road  p a t t e r n  
i s  more eco n o m ica l  in  la n d  th an  the  s in u o u s  c u r v e s  o f  a r c a d i a ) # 
t h e i r  p l o t - f r o n t a g e s  were n a rro w  (n a rrow  f r o n t a g e s  e n a b le  inore 
h o u ses  to  be accommodated on a g iv e n  l e n g th  o f  r o a d ) ,  t h e i r  
t r e e s  w ere s n a i l .  The p a t t e r n  o f  d e s ig n  w hich r e s u l t e d  from 
th e s e  . . . [ f a c t o r s ] . . .  was a p s e u d u - a r c a d ia  in  w hich no s i n g l e  
f e a t u r e ,  t r e e s ,  ho u ses  o r  r o a d s ,  was dom inan t o v e r  the o t h e r s , 
whose s i l h o u e t t e  was ja g g ed  and  i r r e g u l a r , and  where no e f f o r t  
v e s  trade to  fu se  the  p a r t s  i n t o  a now c o h e r e n t  w h o le . '  (35)

The t e x t u r e  o f  the  u rb an  f a b r i c  v a r i e d  from su b u rb  to  su b u rb ,  a  

f a c t o r  w hich depended m a in ly  on the  type  o r  ty p e s  o f  houses  w hich 

dom ina ted  th e  a r e a .  To d e f i n e  an  a r e a ' s  p re d o m in a n t  house type  a l o n e  

i s  n o t ,  how ever, to  d e s c r i b e  i t s  t e x t u r e ,  though  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

betw een th e  v a r io u s  house tyi s  and  th e  p ie c e  o f  ground on which 

th ey  s to o d ,  d o es  g e t  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  to  th e  p o i n t .  I t  must be made 

p l a i n  t h a t  a l th o u g h  a house in  a g a rd en  was w hat m ost a s p i r e d  . 

the  g a rd en  wus r e a l l y  o n ly  sp ace  l e f t  o v e r  a f t e r  a l l  o th e r  p la n n in g  

had been d o n e .  The r e s u l t  was t h i t  the  m inu te  g a rd e n  (b e c a u se  the  

s t a r  js  were o n ly  50x100 Cape F e e t )  d i s p l a y e d  l i t t l e  a e s t h e t i c  u n i t y  

(Herman M u tl ie s iu s '  a d v i c e  t f i a t  ' . . t h e  g a rd e n  [o u g h t ]  e x te n d  the 

house i n t o  th e  m id s t  o f  n a t u r e . . . ' ,  l a r g e l y  f e l l  on deaf  e a r s . )  The 

s i t i n g  o f  th e  d e ta c h e d  I rouse was r e a l l y  the  o n ly  c a s e  in  w hich th e  

idea  o f  tire suburban  g a rd en  was a p p ro x im a te d .  Tire la y o u t  v a s  

c o n c e iv e d  in  a  s e r i e s  o f  l a y e r s ;  the  house b e in g  g e n e r a l l y  s e t  t a c k  

from the  s t r e e t  edge ( a s  much a s  1 5 ' ) ,  l e a v in g  a  s t r i p  o f  space  fo r  

a sm a l l  g a rd e n  in  the  f r o n t .  In  most s p e c u l a t i v e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  the  

house spanned  a lm o s t  tire e n t i r e  w id th  o f  tire p l o t ,  b u t  f o r  one o r  

two th i n  s e r v i c e  p a s s a g e s  down tire s i d e s  ( t h u s  e f f e c t i v e l y  b lo c k e d  

o f f  the  view to  the b a c k ) . The l a r g e r  p ie c e  o f  open ' u t i l i t y '  space  

o c c u r r e d  a t  the  back .  The s e m i-d e ta c h e d  and  t e r r a c e  ho u ses  w ere ,  on



o c c a s i o n s ,  t r e a t e d  in  a  s i m i l a r  way, a l t h o u g h  th e y  a r e  o f t e n  t h r u s t  

r i g h t  up to  th e  ro a d  e d g e , w i th o u t  any  o p t i o n  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  g a rd e n .  

The g a rd e n  i t s e l f  seems .o  be nude up l a r g e l y  o f  f lo w er  beds  and  

pa thw ays  w i th  p e rh a p s  a  c e n t r e  p ie c e  in  th e  form o f  a  sm a l l  f o u n ta in  

o r  l a r g e  t r e e  ( q u i t e  o f t e n  a palm t r e e ) .

A r th u r  Edwards s e e s  th e  whole i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  g a rd en  and  ( th e  

l a s t  i tem  to  be exam ined h e re )  the  ga rden  w a l l  a s  a  means to

a c h i e v in g  a  form o f  s e c l u s i o n . . .

'The even t e x t u r e  and  v a r i e d  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  V ic t o r i a n  s u b u r b i a , 
w ete  p h y s i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  th e  V i c t o r i a n  system  o f  v a l u e s ,  a 
sy s tem  in  w hich  the  home o c c u p ie d  th e  c e n t r a l  p la c e  . . . r e q u i r e d  
f o r  t h e i r  f u l l  deve lopm ent a h ig h  d e g re e  o f  p r iv a c y ,  l o  a c h ie v e  
such  a  p r iv a c y  the  g a rd e n s  o f  V ic t o r i a n  v i l l a - s u b u r b i a  were 
s u r ro u n d e d  by s e p a r a t i n g  w a l l s  . . .  ( 3 6 ) .

D ennis  R adfo rd  r e l a t e s  t h i s  to  a  more c a l c u l a t e d  form o f  p r iv a c y  f o r

the  e x p r e s s  p u rpose  o f  im p re s s in g  o t h e r s  and  w inn ing  r e s p e c t ,

'The boundary  o f  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  v n s  f i r s t  marked by a  w a l l  
o r  f e n c e ,  the  form er b e in g  th e  i d e a l ,  th e  l a t t e r  the  minimum 
b a r r i e r .  T h i s  was o b v io u s ly  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p o s s e s s io n ,  a  
c o n c e p t  w hich was im p o r ta n t  to  the  V i c t o r i a n  c a p i t a l i s t  e t h i c .
I t  sh o u ld  be o b se rv e d  t h a t  th e  w a l l  (o r  f e n c e ) ,  a l th o u g h  o f t e n  
e l a b o r a t e ,  was n o t  v i s u a l l y  e x c l u d in g .  P r iv a c y  f o r  the  f r o n t  
g a rd e n  was n o t  r e q u i r e d ;  in  f a c t ,  the  g a r d e n , l i k e  the  house 
b e h in d  was an  o b j e c t  o f  d i s p l a y .  The g a rd e n  was a s  much g iv e n  
to  the  s t r e e t  a s  i t  nqs a s e t t i n g  f o r  th e  h o u s e . ' (37)

The g a rd e n  w a l l s  down th e  s i d e s  and  back o f  the  house were u s u a l l y

o f  a  l i g h t  tiit*>er frame a b o u t  6 '  h ig h  c l a d  in  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n

a l th o u g h  b r i c k  was u s e d .  The f r o n t  was more t r a n s p a r e n t  and  much

lo w e r .  I t  was e i d e r  a b r i c k  w a l l  d iv i d e d  i n t o  bays  by s t r e n g t h e n i n g

p i e r s  [FIGURE 3 .1 -9 7 ]  (som etim es  w i th  w rough t o r  c a s t  i r o n  p a n e l s

[FIGURE 3 .1 -9 8  and 3 .1 - 8 0 ] )  o r  a s im p l e r ,  c h e a p e r  frame sys tem  o f

s t e e l  tu b in g  w hich nuy o r  may n o t  h ive  had a  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n

r e t a i n i n g  b a se  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 9 9 ] .  The tim b er  s o r t s  ran g ed  from

p a i n t e d  p i c k e t s  to  a s e r i e s  o f  framed b a y s  c r o s s e d  b ra c e d  in  t im b e r

[FIGURE 3 .1 - 1 0 0 ] ,  u s u a l l y  w i th  a  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  b ase  a b o u t  1 ' h ig h .

a .



Diamond mesh fe n c in g  was the  c h e a p e s t  form o f  b a r r i e r  in  th e  e a r l y  

1 8 9 0 's .

( i i )  A GLOSSARY OF LATE VICTORIAN ELEMENTS -INTERNAL

As th e  ' s t y l e '  em ployed in  most s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u se s  may be d e s c r ib e d  

a s  e c l e c t i c  by v i r t u e  o f  t>ie d i s p a r i t y  o f  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  e l e m e n t s ,  so 

th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  house was o f  l i k e  p r o c l i v i t y .  As w i th  e x t e r n a l  

e l e m e n ts  the  o r i g i n s  o f  e a c h  item  were a s  m u l t i f r a r i o u s  a s  th e y  were in  

number. Fake d i s c i p l i n e ,  c o m p r i s in g  a  m yriad  o f  r u l e s  on th e  d o ' s  and  

d o n ' t s  o f  i n t e r n a l  adornm ent# g e n e r a l l y  co n c e rn e d  i t s e l f  w i th  minor 

d e t a i l  a t  the  ex p en se  o f  c o h e r e n c e .  Thus i n t e r n a l  d e t a i l ,  when n o t  

i n f a t u a t e d  w i th  i t s e l f ,  was u s u a l l y  a r r a n g e d  so  a s  to  'T f  e  some form 

o f  i l l u s i o n  o r  p r e t e n s e .  Loudon f o r  example advocat*  ; m a n ip u la t io n  

o f  c o lo u r  and  d e t a i l  in  th e  endeavour  to  c o n c e a l  t  m eagreness  o f  

t y p i c a l l y  c ru s h e d  accom m odation; 1. . .The b e s t  e f f e c t  in  rooms o f  sm a l l  

s i z e . . . i s  p roduced  by hav ing  the  c e i l i n g  h i g h e s t ,  the  s id e  w a l l s  a 

l i t t l e  d a r k e r ,  the  wood work a  shade  d a r k e r  s t i l l ,  and  the c a r p e t  

d a r k e s t  o f  a l l . ' ( 3 8 ) .  T here  were many such  d i v e r s i o n s ,  and  a  lo o k  a t  

the  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  room p la n e s  w i l l  p e rh a p s  expose  some o f  

the  more o b v io u s  p lo y s :

a . )  F lo o r s

The suspended  tim ber  f l o o r  was used  w herever  p o s s i b l e  - a s  cem ent 

t a d  to  be im p o r te d ,  th e  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r  was weed s p a r i n g l y ,  b e ing  

l i m i t e d  to  exposed  o r  w et a r e a s ,  such  a s  v e ra n d a h s ,  k i t c h e n s  and 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  h a l lw a y s .  The t im b e r  f l o o r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  tongue in  

g roove  b o a rd in g  <Red b a 1 t i c  o r  D e a l ) ,  s u p p o r te d  on 6 'x l  t im ber 

j o i s t s .  F lo o r  f i n i s h  was g e n e r a l l y  l i m i t e d  to  one o f  t h r e e  ty p e s  

-employment depend ing  on a v a i l a b l e  f in a n c e  and  room ty p e .  In the  

p o l i t e  rooms such  a s  th e  p a r lo u r#  the  f l o o r  was l e f t  a s  a  p l a i n

« I  » —



ex p o sed  t im b e r  f i n i s h  and  p a r t i a l l y  covered#  most commonly w i th  m ats  

o r  c a r p e t s  (w i th  a s t r i p  o f  the  n a t u r a l  t im b e r  b e in g  v i s i b l e  a l l  

a r o u n d . ) In  o t h e r  more 1 u t i l i t a r i a n 1 a r e a s  such  * a k i t e  he is# 

p a s s a g e s  and  s t a i r s #  bathroom s# a 1 id n e tim es  even  d in in g  rooms# 

l in o le u m  ( g e n e r a l l y  g r e e n )  was u s e d .  A g r a n o l i t h i c  f i n i s h  was used 

on v e ra n d a h  f l o o r s  and  e n t r a n c e  h a l l s  in  th e  c h e a p e r  h o u ses  w h i l s t  

e n c a u s t i c  t i l e *  ( th e  c o l o u r s  o f  w hich 'w e re  th o se  recommended by 

E a s t l a k e  a no w eia  m osU y o f  the  'E t r u s c a n '  o r  'Roman' v a r i e t y ,  in  

o r a n g e s # browns and y e l lo w s '  ( 3 9 ) )  v e re  l a i d  in  th e  more e x p e n s iv e  

h o u se s .  Baked c l a y  t i l e s  may have been u sed  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,

b . ) W alls

- S u r f a c e .  There  were many ty p e s  o f  w a l l  f i n i s h e s  and r u l e s  f o r  

t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n #  a l t h o u g h  th e  p r i n c i p a l  t r e a tm e n t s  were e i t h e r  

w h itew ash  o r  w a l l p a p e r .  O f ten  mixed w i t h i n  a  s i n g l e  house# the  

p r i n c i p a l  and  ' b e s t  rooms' were papered# w i th  a w hitew ash  

a p p l i c a t i o n  to  th e  k i t c h e n ,  i n f e r i o r  p a s s a g e s  and  minor bedroom s. 

Where the  b u d g e t  was t i g h t ,  w h ite w ash in g  was recoiimended th ro u g h o u t  

becau se  i t  was cheap  (and even  w i th  f r e s h  c o a t s  b e in g  a p p l i e d  e v e ry  

year#  the  c o s t  was s t i l l  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  lo w ) .  Shou ld  the  o v e r a l l  

e f f e c t  h iv e  been d r e a r y ,  i t  was s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  c e i l i n g  rem ained  

w h i te  w n i l s t  th e  w a l l s  be t r e a t e d  to  d e l i c a t e l y  t i n t e d  n e u t r a l  

c o l o u r s  such  a s  fawn, d ra b  o r  g re y  ( 4 0 ) .  As Downing p u t  i t  ' . . . t h e  

g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  o f  p a p e r in g  th e  w i l l s ,  l i e s  c h i e f l y  in  th e  b e a u ty  o f  

e f f e c t #  and c h e e r f u l # c o t t a g e - l i k e  e x p re s s io n #  w hich mn, be p roduced  

a t  v e ry  l i t t l e  c o s t . . . ' ( 4 1 ) .  To beg in  w i th ,  th e  use o f  o i l  p a i n t  

would p ro b a b ly  have been l im i t e d #  b eca u se  o f  the  a b s o r b t i v e n e s s  o f  

the  w a l l  p l a s t e r  (commonly lim e o r  a san d y  m ix ) .  Again p a p e r  on 

th e s e  s u r f a c e s  would la v e  been the  e a s i e s t  way to  a c h ie v e  a  p l e a s i n g  

f i n i s h .  When a  'h a r d '  w a l l  s u r f a c e  c o u ld  be a c h ie v e d  (commonly



th ro u g h  th e  use  o f  p l a s t e r  o f  p a r i s )  and  o i l  p a i n t  was f a v o u re d ,  the  

w a l l  c h a r a c t e r  was enhanced  w i th  a  c o r n i c e  ' . . . b o t h  to  h e ig h te n  the  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  the  room a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  and  to  l e s s e n  the  b a ld n e s s  o f  

p l a i n  w a l l s . '  ( 4 2 ) .  The t e x t i l e d  w all  hang ing  ( i n  w hich w a l lp a p e r  

ta d  i t s  o r i g i n )  was o n ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u s e d ,  and  o n ly  then  in  the  

more e x p e n s iv e  h o u ses .

The w a l l  was o f t e n  d iv i d e d  i n t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  h o r i z o n t a l  b an d s  o f  

d i f f e r i n g  t r e a tm e n t s  - a  c o m p o s i t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  can be 

l i k e n e d  to  the s e c t i o n s  o f  a  colum n; w i th  a base  ( s k i r t i n g  and  

d a o o ) ,  s h a f t  (main w a l l  s u r f a c e  above c h a i r  h e i g h t )  and  c a p i t a l  

(above p i c t u r e  r a i l ,  f r i e z e ,  o r  c o r n i c e ) .  For the  most p a r t  th e se  

d iv i s io n s  were framed by m oulding s t r i p s  (43) w hich ra n  r i g h t  a ro u n d  

toom.

- s k i r t i n g s  - S k i r t i n g  b o a rd s  were b o ld  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and o f t e n  

co m p rised  more than  one s t a n c b r d  b o a rd  i . e .  one p ie c e  was p la c e d

d i r e c t l y  above the  o t h e r ,  in  an  e f f o r t  to  p roduce  a d e e p e r  band .

S i z e s  were g e n e r a l l y  4 1 /2 " ,  6 " ,  7" and  9 " .

-Dado and  F r ie z e  - (d a d o  -f ro m  the  I t a l i a n  word i I d a d o  = 

p e d e s t a l . )  A ccord ing  to  M u th es iu s  the  A e s th e t e s  o f  th e  1 8 8 0 's  were 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  w a ll  d i v i s i o n s .  The 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f r i e z e  to  dado was c a r e f u l l y  d e f in e d ;  . 'n  em phasised  

f r i e z e  was the p r e f e r r e d  s o l u t i o n  w i th  Uie w a l l  b e in g  d iv i d e d  i n t o  a

s h a l lo w e r  a re , ,  a t  the  to p  and  a d e e p e r  one below . The d i v i d i n g - l i n e

was u s u a l l y  rc .rked by a c o r n i c e  a t  ttie l e v e l  o f  the  cfcx head most 

commonly d e f in e d  by the  p i c t u r e  r a i l .  When b o th  a f r i e z e  and  a dado 

were em ployed , o n ly  one sh o u ld  have been h ig h ly  d e c o r a t e d ,  w i th  the  

o t h e r  re m a in in g  r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n  (4 4 ) .  A dado was u s u a l l y  th e  h e ig h t  

o f  a c h a i r  back  and was topped  by a m ou ld ing , a l th o u g h  ' . . . g o o d  

p r o p o r t i o n s  w i l l  o f t e n  be o b t a in e d  by r a i s i n g  tlie dado to  j u s t  under



h a l f  th e  h e i g h t  o f  th e  w a l l . . . '  ( 4 5 ) .

- P i c t u r e  r a i l  - T h ia  was the  d i v i d e r  between th e  main v a i l  s u r f a c e  

ant t h a t  zone which masked o r  c e l e b r a t e d  th e  w a l l / c e i l i n g  j u n c t i o n .  

O b v io u s ly  i t  p e rfo rm ed  the  f u n c t i o n  w hich gave i t s  name and  s in c e  

p i c t u r e s  were e s s e n t i a l  p i e c e s  o f  V ic t o r i a n  b r i c - a - b r a c  i t  was 

in c lu d e d  in  even  th e  s m a l l e r  d e ta c h e d  and  t e r r a c e  house - ' . . . N o t h i n g  

g i v e s  an  a i r  o f  g r e a t e r  r e f in e m e n t  to  a c o t t a g e  than  good p r i n t s  o r  

e n g r a v in g s  hung upon i t s  p a r lo u r  w a l l s '  ( 4 6 ) ,  i t  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  

ta n g in g  o f  th e s e  in  any  p o s i t i o n ,  w i th  the  b e n e f i t  o f  a l lo w in g  to r  

ch a n g e ,  s h o u ld  the  a r ra n g e m e n t  become t e d i o u s .

c . ) E lem en ts  in  the  w a l l

-D oors  -A s w i th  so  much in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u se ,  th e  i n t e r n a l  

d o o r  was a s  s u b j e c t  to  p r e v a i l i n g  t a s t e  a s  a n y th in g  e l s e ;  ' Doors 

changed w i th  the  f a s h io n  from f o u r - p a n e l l e d  to  s i x  and  e i g h t  

p a n e l l e d  d e s ig n s ,  an d  back to  fo v c p a n e l  a t  the  end  o f  th e  ce . tu r y  

and  were e i t h e r  o f  s t a i n e d  wood o r  p a i n t e d  w h i t e '  (47) - v e r y  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  th ey  were ,> 1  in  te d  g re e n  o r  a n o t h e r  p l a i n  c o lo u r  (4U). 

They were e i t h e r  trade from d e a l  o r  p in e  [ f o r  common s i z e s  see FIGURE

3 .1 - 1 0 1 ] ,  and  the  h a n d le s  and  f i n g e r p l a t e s  w ere u s u a l l y  o f  b r a s s  o r  

w h i te  p o r c e l a i n .  'M ost im p o rted  American d o o r s  w ere f o u r - p a n e l l e d  

co m p le te  w i th  machine-made b o l e c t i o n  m ou ld ings  and  a r c h i t r a v e s . . . '  

( 4 9 ) .

P o s i t i o n  o f  Ute d o o r -  For m ost rooms the  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  

ap ,p reach ing  a  room th ro u g h  one e n t r a n c e  and  from one end  on ly  

( l i m i t i n g  p o s s i b l e  c r o s s  flow ) i s  a p p a r e n t  in  th® l a t e  V ic to r i a n  

Touse, a l th o u g h  t h i s  q u i t e  o f t e n  d o es  n o t  ho ld  good f o r  the  d in i n g  

room ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  s n e l l e r  h o u ses)  from w hich  s e v e r a l  s e r v i c e  and  

p r i v a t e  a r e a s  g a in  t h e i r  a c c e s s  (5 0 ) .

O th e r  d oo r  p o s i t i o n s  - I n  a house in  w hich the  f r o n t  rooms w ere



th e  p a r lo u r  a n d  the  main bedroom th e  door p o s i t i o n  i n t o  the  form er 

was g e n e r a l l y  c l o s e r  to  th e  f r o n t  d o o r  t h i n  th e  l a t t e r .  O th e r  door 

p o s i t i o n s  in c lu d e  a  g la z e d  door s e p a r a t i n g  th e  s e r v i c e  p a r t  o f  the  

house from trie more ' p o l i t e '  a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  house type 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a c e n t r a l i s e d  p a s sa g e  ru n n in g  from f r o n t  to  back 

( s e e  FIGURE 3 . 2 - 2 ) :  s een  in  the  e a r l i e r  d o m e s t ic  work o f  

J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  i t  v a s  abandoned  w i th  th e  g r a d u a l  p h a s in g  o u t  o f  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  p la n  ty p e .

- A r c h i t r a v e s  and s i l l s :  The i n t e r n a l  s h u t t e r  and  a t t e n d a n t  

c a s in g  e v i d e n t  in  th e  e a r l i e r  V i c t o r i a n  ho rses  was n e v e r  w ide ly  

employed in  Jo h a n n e s b u rg .  The window was m e re ly  s u r ro u n d e d  by 

moulded t im b e r  a r c h i t r a v e s  w hich can e  in  3 " -6 "  w id th s  an d  were 

im p o rted  from A m erica. The s i l l  was g e n e r a l l y  a  s im p le  e le m e n t  made 

from tim ber  p la n k in g .

- F i r e p l a c e s  -The t i r e p l a c e  had s e v e r a l  f u n c t i o n s :  on a  p r a c t i c a l

l e v e l  i t  pe rfo rm ed  th e  o b v io u s  t a s k s  o f  h e a t in g  in  w in te r#  a s  w e l l

a s  p r o v id in g  a  means fo r  c r o s s - v e n t i l a t i o n  in  sumner ( 5 1 ) .  A lthough

a f i r e p l a c e  in  ev e ry  h a b i t a b l e  room would have been  the  i d e a l ,  t h i s

seldom was th e  c a s e .  The p a r l o u r ,  d in i n g  room an d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  thie

b e s t  room, w ere fav o u red  f i r s t  w i th  th e  o t h e r s  fo l lo w in g  on behiind.

I t  was th u s  an  e x t r a - o r d i n a r y  i n t e r n a l  e l e m e n t ,  and  s in c e  used

s p a r i n g l y ,  l e n t  prom inence to  any  room w hich p o s s e s s e d  o n e .  R u le s

fo r  l o c a t i n g  i t  were d e v i s e d  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a lw a y s  a d h e re d  to :

' . . . t h e  f i r e p l a c e  s h a l l  be w e l l  l i t  (from  b o t  s i d e s ) ,  s in c e  th e  
whole l i f e  o f  the room ta k e s  p la c e  in  i t s  v i c i  y .  So i t  must 
be n e a r  th e  window. For tne  same re a s o n  i t  m ust he s i t u a t e d  a s  
c e n t r a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  so t h a t  the m iddle  o f  the  room may be 
u s e d .  At th e  same time d r a u g h t s  m ust be a v o id e d ,  w hich means 
p la c in g  th e  d o o rs  a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  from the  f i r e  p la c e  a s  
p o s s b l e . . . '  ( 5 2 ) .

Of c o u -s e  s h a r in g  a  f l u e  by p o s i t i o n i n g  f i r e p l a c e s  back  to  back (o r  

even  fo u r  c l u s t e r e d  a ro u n d  th e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  p o i n t  o f  fo u r  rooms) fo r
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th e  sa k e  o f  economy r u in e d  t h i s  b e s t  l a i d  p l a n . . .  The f i r e  p la c e  in  

tlie d in in g  room was tiowever# p la c e d  a lm o s t  w i th o u t  e x c e p t io n  a g a i n s t  

the  s h o r t  w a l l .  At the  end o f  the  V ic t o r i a n  e r a ,  the  in g le n o o k ,  

u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  the  d i n i n g  room, was a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t i e  

f i r e - p l a c e  (a f e a t u r e  fav o u red  by the  d o m e s t ic  r e v i v a l i s t s  a t  the  

end  o f  the  c e n t u r y ) ,  w hich can  be b e s t  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a f i r e p l a c e  

e n l a r g e d  to  the s i z e  o f  a  sm a l l  room w hich  was then  l o c a t e d  w i th in  

o r  n e x t  to  a  p r i n c i p a l  room. The f i r e p l a c e s  in  th e  main bedrooms 

were o f t e n  s i t u a t e d  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  to  th e  view window o f  the room 

when they  w e r e n ' t  t h r u s t  i n t o  th e  c o r n e r  (5 3 ) .

The p r e f a b r i c a t e d  f i r e p l a c e  was s u b j e c t  to  many r e f in e m e n t s ,  

w hich grew from th e  d e c o r a te d  a n d  r a t h e r  i m p r a c t i c a l  a  1 1 - c a s t - i r o n  

u n i t ,  to  a u n i t  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a f i r e c l a y  s u r ro u n d ,  w hich  when 

h e a te d ,  su p p lem en ted  ' . . . t h e  d i r e c t  r a d i a t i o n  o f  the  f i r e  by g iv in g  

o u t  an  even  warmth o v e r  a lo n g e r  p e r io d  o f  t i m e . . .  To in c r e a s e  t h i s  

e f f e c t  s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  the  s lo p in g  s i d e s  o f  the  f i r e - p l a c e . . .  i s  

f a c e d  w i th  t i l e s . . . '  ( 5 4 ) .  The draw ing  room f i r e p l a c e ,  u s u a l l y  

surm ounted  by heavy m a n te lp i e c e s  and  m i r r o r s ,  would have been more 

o s t e n t a t i o u s  than  th o se  fav o u re d  fo r  th e  p r i n c i p a l  I edroom s and even  

th e  d in in g  room -w h ich  were much s im p le r  and  n o t  a s  h ig h ,

d . ) C e i l i n g s

In  the  c r u d e r  exam ples  o f  the  e a r l y  Jo h an n esb u rg  d w e l l in g ,  

c an v a s  was u se d .  T h i s  was r e p l a c e d  q u i t e  e a r l y  on by T&G b o a rd in g  

(w hich was u s u a l l y  t h i n n e r  ttein f l o o r  b o a rd in g  a l t h o u g h  a l s o  o f  . le a l  

o r  ro d  k i l t i e ) ,  in  a lm o s t  a l l  t i e  rooms. The more fo rm al rooms auch  

v s  the  s i t t i n g  room, o c c a s i o n a l l y  had p ap e re d  c e i l i n g s  w i th  s im p le  

p r i n t e d  o r  r e l i e f e d  p a t t e r n s  im p res sed  on them.

hi



C. INTERNAL ACCOMMODATION

W hereas the  p r e v io u s  s e c t i o n  d e a l t  w i th  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l s  and  r u l e s

r o r  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  th e  em p h asis  h e re  w i l l  be or. the  rooms t h a t  were to  be

found in  th e  t y p i c a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  d w e l l in g ,  an d  an e x a m in a t io n  o f  the

ro o m 's  s o c i a l  im p o r tan ce  an d  p h y s i c a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  the  body o f  the

house w i l l  be u n d e r ta k e n .

The c r i t e r i a  f o r  in c lu d in g  a  room in  the  s m a l l e r  house were o b v io u s ly

i n t i m a t e l y  l i n k e d  to  i t s  im m inent usage  o r  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  ( t h e  p a r lo u r

p e rh a p s  b e in g  an  e x c e p t i o n ) —money s  seldom  f l a u n t e d  on room space  t i a t

was r a r e l y  o c c u p ie d .  Thus rooms were n o t  in c lu d e d  o r  e x c lu d e d  l i k e

e m b e l l i s h m e n t  on g ro u n d s  o f  f a s h io n  - t h e  commitment to  p la n n in g  was a

l i t t l e  more g r a v e .  T h is  i s  n o t  to  im ply the  way in  w hich the  room was

used d id  n o t  c h a n g e ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  th e  r a t e  wes t a r d i e r ,  b e in g  l in k e d  to

b ro a d e r  s o c i a l  l o r e  - o f  c o u r s e  th e  room was no l e s s  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  the

upper c l a s s e s '  d i r e c t i v e s ;

' . . . I t  has become c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the  low er m idd le  c l a s s e s  in  
England that th ey  have no mode o f  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  own b u t  s t y l e  t h e i r  
l i v e s  on an  i m i t a t i o n  o f  th e  m ores o f  the  r i c h . . . T h e  a v e ra g e  sm all  
house o f  toctiy , a s  t r a s s -p ro d u c e d  by the  d e v e lo p e r ,  has  a l l  the  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  c f  the  l a r g e r  house -  a  t a l l , d raw ing-room  a s  w e l l  - b u t  
the  rooms have a l l  become so  sm a l l  and  a r e  u s u a l l y  a l s o  c l u t t e r e d  up 
w i th  u s e l e s s  househo ld  e f f e c t s  to  such  an  e x t e n t  t h a t  i c  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  move, l e t  a l o n e  to  l i v e  in  them' (5 5 ) .

Given c e r t a i n  rooms were a lm o s t  a lw ay s  p r e s e n t  in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o t t a g e ,  the  way in  which th e y  w ere a r r a n g e d  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  p la c e d  

( c o n s c io u s ly  o r  u n c o n s c io u s ly )  d e f in e d  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s ,  the  most 

common b e in g  the  zo n es  o f  p r iv a c y  and  s e m i - p r iv a c y .  A lthough  n o t  a lw ay s  

c l e a r ,  the  n o t io n  can  be d e t e c t e d  from the d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  d o o rs  and 

p h y s i c a l  p la c in g  o f  the  room. Of c o u rs e  in  a doub le  s t o r e y  house the 

d i v i s i o n  was more o b v io u s  t h i n  in  th e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  - t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  

l e v e l  b e in g  used  a s  the n a t u r a l  d ' id e r  betw een the  s e m i - p r i v a t e  and  

p r i v a t e  room s. D e s p i te  l a p s e s  in  c l a r i t y  in  some c a s e s ,  th r e e  b a s i c  room 

ty p e s  can  be i d e n t i f i e d  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s ;  A.
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S e m i - P r iv a te  rooms ( the  rooms used  f o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g ) ,  B. P r i v a t e  rooms 

(su c h  a s  bed room s) ,  and C. S e r v ic e  rooms (su ch  a s  the  k i t c h e n  and  

b a th ro o m ) .  The p r i v a t e / s e m i - p r i v a t e  d i v i s i o n  v q s  n o t  th e  o n ly  i n t e r n a l  

i n t e r f a c e  - o t h e r  im p l ie d  zo n es  o r  t e r r i t o r i e s  e x i s t e d  w hich  were meant

f o r  the  h o u s e 's  i n h a b i t a n t s :

' I n  l a r g e r  h o u ses ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  i t  t e s  p o s s i b l e  to  d i v i d e  the  
accom oda tion  i n t o  male an d  fem ale  ' t e r r i t o r i e s '  - f o r  th e  fo rm er, 
s t u d i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  b i l l i a r d  and  g u n - r o o m s . . .  f o r  th e  l a t t e r ,  
d raw ing-room s b o u d o i r s ,  sew ing and  m usic -room s - b u t  in  the  
a v e r a g e d - s i z e d  house such  e x t r a v a g a n t  use o f  space  was n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  
and  th e  m l e  p r e s e r v e  was u s u a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  to  a s m a l l  s tu d y  and a 
d re s s in g - ro o m  o f f  the  p r i n c i p a l  bedroom . The r e s t  o f  the  h o u se ,  w i th  
the  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t io n  o f  the  d in in g - ro o m ,  w hich m ig h t be r e g a rd e d  a s  
' n e u t r a l ' ,  was e s s e n t i a l l y  fem ale t e r r i t o r y  where men moved 
c i r c u m s p e c t ly ,  and  s te p p e d  o u t  o f  l i n e  a t  t h e i r  p e r i l . 1 (56)

One f u r t h e r  n o te  o u g h t  to  be made a b o u t  th e  rooms g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  d id  

n o t  p e r t a i n  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  ro o m 's  s o c i a l  a s p e c t  - a l t h o u g h  i d e a l l y  i t  

p c _ i b l y  sh o u ld  have -  i s  t h a t  o f  h e i g h t .  The ro o m 's  h e i g h t  w i t h i r  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  d w e l l in g  u n i t  u s u a l l y  rem a ined  c o n s t a n t  th r o u g h o u t ,  e x c e p t  

f o r  th o se  under th e  l e a n - t o  r o o f  a t  the  back  o f  the  h o u s e ,  and  in  a 

d o u b le  s t o r e y  s i t u a t i o n .  They were g e n e r a l l y  1 0 '6 "  to  12 ' in  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y  and  on the  the  ground  f l o o r  an d  in  th e  c a s e  o f  a d o u b le  s t o r e y  th e  

he i h t  was 8 '  to  1 0 ' .

( i )  SEMI-PRIVATE

a . )  The e n t r a n c e  - t h e  Verandah and  Hallway

' . . . I t  c o u ld  be s a i d  t h a t  th e  prime o r d e r in g  id ea  o f  th e  f r o n t  
o f  the  V ic to r i a n  house was the  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  e n t r a n c e .  I n s id e  
th e  Itouse t h i s  theme was c o n t in u e d  in  a  ha l lw ay  from w hich the  
r e c e p t i o n  rooms were e n t e r e d ;  b e h in d  t h i s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  d e g re e s  o f  
p r iv a c y  were e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t i e  s e r v i c e  rooms and  s l e e p i n g  
a r e a s . ' (57)

The u b iq u i to u s  v e ran d a h  a lo n g  th e  f r o n t  o f  the  house s e rv e d  i n t e r  

a l i a  a s  an  i n t r o d u c t o r y  zone in  w hich no would have p o s s i b ly  

' c o l l e c t e d '  o n e s e l f  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  tlx? body o f  the  h o u se .  At w o r s t  

( f o r  some were v e ry  s n a i l )  i t  p ro v id e d  a  s h e l t e r  from th e  e le m e n ts  

b e f o r e  the  f r o n t  d i o r .  The h a l lw ay  f o r  the  most p a r t  c o u ld  have been



d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  s w e l l i n g  a t  th e  n u u th  o f  th e  passagew ay , and was 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  l e n t  prom inence by a t i l e d  f l o o r . An a rc h v a y  m arking 

the  p o i n t  o f  c o n s t r i c t i o n  ( u s u a l l y  one room hack  from th e  f r o n t )  

w hich d e f in e d  th e  p a s s a g e  p ro p e r ,  commonly le a d in g  i n t o  p r i v a t e  and 

s e r v i c e  a r e a s .  Q u i te  o f t e n  the  h a l l  was f la n k e d  by th e  p a r lo u r  o r  

s i t t i n g  room o r  one s i r x  and  th e  u a in  bedroom on th e  o t h e r , the  

s t a g g e r e d  door p o s i t i o n s  p ro v id in g  th e  c lu e  f o r  o u t s i d e r s  - t h e  

p a r l o u r  door b e in g  g e n e r a l l y  c l o s e r  to  th e  e n t r a n c e ,

b . ) D in ing  Room

The d in in g  room was u n d o u b te d ly  the  most im p o r ta n t  room in  the 

s m a l le r  V ic t o r i a n  h o u s e s .  I t  s e rv e d  &s the  fa m i ly  room, the  e a t i n g  

room, the  room where o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t o r s  would have been 

e n t e r t a i n e d ,  and i t  was a  v i t a l  t r a n s i t i o n a l  space  to  many o f  the  

'b a c k '  rooms (bedrooms# bath room , k i t c h e n  and  back  y a r d ) .  For t h i s  

r e a s o n  i t  was o f t e n  th e  l a r g e s t  room in  th e  house ,  an d  in  in s t a n c e s  

where the  b u d g e t  fo r  a house was t i g . i t ,  i t  pe rfo rm ed  the double  

f u n c t io n  o f  b e in g  b o th  the  d in in g  and  s i t t i n g  room I t  was o f t e n  the  

w arm est room, b e in g  in  c l r  «  p ro x im i ty  w i th  the k i t c h e n ,  a l th o u g h  i t  

was seldom w i th o u t  i t s  own f i r e p l a c e .  In  th e  more c o n s c io u s ly  

r e v i v a l i s t  h o u s e s ,  the  o ld  form o f  d o m e s t ic  h e a r t h ,  and  even 

in g le n o o k s  were som etim es added  - a n  e n d ea v o u r  to  bes tow  a more 

homely c h a r a c t e r  to  the  room (w hich was more an a e s t h e t i c  p u r s u i t  

th a n  one o f  p r a c t i c a l i t y ) .

The d in in g  room was t r a d i t i o n a l l y  lo c a t e d  in  th e  second  ran g e  

rooms ( to w a rd s  the  b a c k ) .  Of c o u r s e  t h i s  posed  p rob lem s when i t  was 

u t i l i s e d  fo r  e n t e r t a i n i n g  p u rp o se s  an d  v i s i t o r s  had to  nuke t h e i r  

way down p a s t  a t  l e a s t  one bedroom, in  o r d e r  to  r e a c h  i t .  A lthough 

nev e r  a d e q u a te l y  s o lv e d  in  the  s m a l le r  h o u ses  ( the  draw ing  room 

h e lp e d  a l i t t l e  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  -when i t  was p r e s e n t ) , the  p r a c t i c a l

* c . r - x O ' '



c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  p l a c in g  i t  n e x t  to  th e  k i t c h e n  took p r e c e d e n c e .

O f te n  i t s  a s p e c t  was o n to  the  back yard# a l t h o u g h  in  the  l a t e r  and 

more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  d i a g o n a l l y  sy m m e tr ic a l  house ,  i t  opened  o n to  the 

v e ra n c b h  (which r a n  a ro u n d  b o th  e x t e r n a l  v e i l s )  - f r e n c h  d o o r s  to  the 

o u s id e  were em ployed in  th e s e  i n s t a n c e s .  The d in in g  room was s u b j e c t  

to  b e in g  combined w i th  p a s s a g e s  and  o th e r  rooms; In  c o t t a g e s  o f  

l i m i t e d  a r e a  the  p a s s a g e  from the  f r o n t  r a n  i n t o ,  and  formed p a r t  

o f ,  the  room, w h i l s t  in  th e  s l i g h t l y  more c l a s s y  h o u ses  th e  d in in g  

room was c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e  room. Tne o t h e r  common 

engagem ent when th e  house p o s s e s s e d  b o th  a  d in in g  and  s i t t i n g  room, 

was a  wide s e t  o f  d o u b le  d o o r s  betw een th e  two -a n  e n - s u i t e  

a r ra n g e m e n t  w hich w a s n ' t  how ever, u n i v e r s a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  ( 5 8 ) .  The 

s i z e  o f  the  d in in g  room was u s u a l l y  from 1 2 '6 " x l 3 '6 " ,  up to  

2 0 '6 " x i 5 ' .

c . )  P a r l o u r ,  Drawing Room, S i t t i n g  Room o r  F ro n t  Room

A lthough a l l  th e s e  t i t l e s  w ere u sed  to  d e s c r ib e  the  same room 

ty p e ,  the  'd raw in g  room' was the  most w id e ly  used  ( 5 9 ) .

Whereas the  d in i n g  room p ro v id e d  sp a c e  fo r  m ost o f  th e  f a m i l y ' s  

in fo rm a l  g a t h e r i n g s ,  the  d raw ing  room p ro v id e d  a f a r  mere fo rm al 

s o c i a l  r e n d e z v o u s ,  beca u se  i t  was o f t e n  in te n d e d  f o r  im p re s s in g  

v i s i t o r s ,  an  e le m e n t  o f  d i s p l a y  t i n g e d  i t s  c h a r a c t e r ;  ' . . .  Lt>e 

draw ing  room o f  the  a v e ra g e  town v i l l a ,  w i th  i t s  im p o s s ib le  

w a llp a  >r, s t i f f  u n c o m fo r ta b le  ' s u i t e ' ,  m i r r o re d  o v e rm a n te l ,  and  

e n g r a v i n g s . . . "  so  many d raw ing -room s lo o k ed  a s  i f  th ey  m ig h t  be 

l a b e l l e d  ' fo r  v i s i t o r s  o n l y ' . . . '  ( 6 0 ) .  When i t  wjs used  by th e  

i n h a b i t a n t s  ( u s u a l l y  j u s t  the  a d u l t s ) , i t  s e rv e d  a s  a  r e t r e a t ,  a 

p la c e  where the  q u i e t e r  a s p e c t s  o f  d o m e s t ic  l i f e  c o u ld  be en jo y e d  

( 6 1 ) .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  the  d raw ing  room m ust be seen  to  be a ' lu x u ry  

i t e m ' .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  was th e  f i r s t  room to  be axed  when th e  b u d g e t  o r



sp a c e  was t i y h t .  Even though  a lu x u ry ,  i t  p e rfo rm ed  a v i t a l  r o l e  in

.he  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i d d l e - c l a s s  p u r s u i t  o f  s t a t u s ,  an  ' a s p i r a n t

f u n c t i o n '  t h a t  s h o u ld  how ever, n o t  be ig n o re d :

'The p o s s e s s io n  o f  a  p a r l o u r ,  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  f u r n i s h e d  w i th  r i t u a l  
o b j e c t s  in  what was c o n s id e r e d  to  be 'good t a s t e ' ,  was an  im p o r ta n t  
p a r t  o f  th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a c h ie v e m e n t  and  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  and  o f  the  
s e a r c h  f o r  i d e n t i t y  by p eo p le  who i n s t i n c t i v e l y  m ode lled  t h e i r  
b e h a v io u r  on t h e i r  s o c i a l  s u p e r i o r s ,  w h e th e r  used o r  n o t ,  Lhe 
p a r l o u r  announced  to  the f a m i ly ,  to  n e ig h b o u rs  and  to  v i s i t o r s  who 
f i r s t  g l im p sed  th ro u g h  i t s  N ottingham  la c e  c u r t a i n s ,  a  tr ium ph  over  
p o v e r ty  and  a c h a l l e n g e  to  th e  e x t e r n a l  en v iro n m en t  w hich was too 
o f t e n  one o f  d i r t ,  s q u a lo r  and  s o c i a l  d is h a rm o n y . . . i n s i d e  the  home, 
and  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  p a r l o u r ,  the  en v iro n m e n t  c o u ld  be c o n t r o l l e d  
and  o r d e r ,  co m fo r t  and  even  b e a u ty  c r e a t e d .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
c l e a n l i n e s s  and b r i g h t n e s s  w i th in  th e  home were e s s e n t i a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s :  the b r i g h t  s u r f a c e s  o f  l in o le u m ,  p o l i s h e d  f u r n i t u r e ,  
m i r r o r s , b r a s s  o rn am e n ts  and  s t a r c h e d  o r  g la z e d  f a b r i c s  he lp ed  to  
r e f l e c t  w hat l i g h t  was a v a i l a b l e  from o u t s i d e ,  o i l -  o r  g a s - la m p s  and  
from the  open f i r e ,  and  were p a r t  o f  the  a e s t h e t i c  symbolism to  
w hich  the  c l a s s  u n c o n s c io u s ly  a s p i r e d . ' ( 6 2 ) .

The Drawing room was a lw ay s  lo c a t e d  in  th e  f r o n t  ran g e  o f  rooms 

( i . e .  th o se  f r o n t i n g  o n to  the  t r e e t )  w h a tev e r  th e  h o u s e ' s  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  in  a n o r th  o r  s o u th  o r i e n t a t i o n  the  w es t  

c o r n e r  was the  p r e f e r r e d  p o s i t i o n .  I t  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  p la c e d  a lo n g  

th e  f r o n t  fo r  two r e a s o n s :  1. T fe d e s i r e  f o r  p r iv a c y  (where i t  c o u ld  

be a f f o r d e d ) , was a p r i o r i t y  in  the  m inds o f  the  m idd le  c l a s s e s #  and  

p l a c i n g  the d raw ing  room n e a r  the  to  th e  p o i n t  o f  e x i t  and e n t r y  

m eant t l a t  v i s i t o r s  c o u ld  be ' k e p t  a t  b a y '  o r  a t  l e a s t  away from the  

more p r i v a t e  p a r t  o f  the  h o u se .  The d raw ing  room was g e n e r a l l y  

a c c e s s i b l e  from th e  h a l lw ay  o n ly  : and  2 . Because i t  p r e s e n te d  an 

im p re s s iv e  f r o n t  to  the  r o a d .  The d raw ing  room was p e rh a p s  one o f  

th e  few rooms in  th e  t y p i c a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  house w hich b o th  i n s id e  and  

o u t  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  'show y ' ( 6 3 ) .  The o s t e n t a t i o u s  e x t e r i o r  —most 

commonly in  the  form o f  th e  d e c o r a te d  g a b le  and  bay window, was 

mate lied by the fu s s y  i n t e n s i t y  and  p r e t e n t i o u s n e s s  w hich r a c k e d  the 

i n t e r i o r ,  ' . . . t h e  draw ing  room would be f i l l e d  in  random s t y l e  w i th  

f u r n i t u r e  and  b r i c - a - b r a c  so  a s  to  p roduce  a  l a v i s h  a i r , and  the



r e m i n d e r  o f  the  house would be l e f t  m a in ly  to  c h a n c e . ' ( 6 4 ) .

The l o c a t i o n  o f  the  draw ing  room in  t i e  d i a g o n a l l y  sy m m e tr ica l  

d e ta c h e d  house was s h i f t e d  from one o f  the  g a b le -e n d e d  w in g s ,  i n t o  a 

p o s i t i o n  c r e a t e d  by th e  r i g h t - a n g l e  o f  the  two p r o j e c t i n g  w in g s .  I t  

was th u s  s k i r t e d  by t i e  ve ran d ah  w hich touched  i t s  two e x t e r i o r  

w a l l s .  Being b u r i e d  b e h in d  the  v e ra n d a h ,  i t  was to  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  

robbed  i t  o f  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  form s o f  e x t e r n a l  d i s p l a y ,  w hich tne 

t u r r e t  was commonly c a l l e d  upon to  rem edy. Irom the  i n s i d e  i t  read  

a s  a fo u r  s id e d  bay ( u s u a l l y  w i th  s e a t i n g ) .  A lthough  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  

p ro v id e d  f o r  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  o n to  the  v e ra n d a h ,  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  was 

seldom  e x p l o i t e d .  A lthough  n o t  the  most used  room in  th e  h o u se ,  the 

l o c a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  rooms h inged  o f f  i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  ' . . . t h e  need to 

m a in ta in  th e  draw ing  room p e rm a n e n tly  in  a  f i t  s t a t e  to  r e c e iv e  

v i s i t o r s  has  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  sm a l l  c o n s e q u e n c e s . . .n o  one may smoke in  

th e  d raw ing  room, the  la d y  o f  the  house s i t s  in  a n o t h e r  room d u r in g  

th e  morning . . . th e ?  n u r s e r y  m ust be some way o f f  (6 5 ) .

The two e s s e n t i a l  i n t e r n a l  a c c e s s o r i e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  draw ing  

room w ere the  f i r e  p la c e  ( u s u a l l y  b o ld  and  highily d e c o r a te d  w i th  a 

t r u n t e l p i e c e ) , and  the  bay window - s o  a s  to  c a t c h  and  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  th e  ' s u n s  c l e a n s i n g  r a y s ' ,  and  p ro v id e  f o r  v iew s down and  o n to  

th e  s t r e e t .  T ie  draw ing  room was o f t e n  sm a l l  in  com parison  to  the  

d in i n g  room, hav ing  a minimum s i z e  o f  a b o u t  1 2 '6 " x l 3 '6 " ,  a l th o u g h  

th e y  were f r e q u e n t l y  s q u a r e ,

d . ) Smoking Room o r  Den

A lthough  t i e  smoking room was n o t  a  common f e a t u r e  in  s p e c u l a t i v e  

hous ing  (b e in g  a lu x u ry  w hich few c o u ld  a f f o r d ) ,  i t  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  

unknown [ s e e  FIGURE 3 . 1 - 1 0 2 ] .  Again i t s  f u n c t io n  was s o c i a l l y  r a t h e r  

than  f a m i ly  o r i e n t a t e d .  The h a b i t  o f  th o se  o f  h ig h e r  f i n a n c i a l  

s t a t u s  was the  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a d raw ing  room ( c o n s id e r e d  to  be p a r t

*



o f  th e  fem ale  domain) and  a smoking room (a c o r r e s p o n d in g  f a c i l i t y  

f o r  th e  n u l e ) .  1. . .  th e  smoking-room s h o u ld  be 'a  l i t t l e  sn u g g e ry ,  

c h e e r f u l l y  b u t  n o t  too  d e l i c a t e l y  d e c o r a t e d 1. A f te r  a  few h i n t s  on 

how to  a c h ie v e  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  D utton  c o n c lu d e s  h i s  d i s c o u r s e  w i th  

th e  p r u d e n t  a d v ic e  t h a t  'a  co u p le  o f  n e a t  s a l i v a r i u m s  a r e  n ece r .sa ry

a d j u n c t s ' 1 ( 6 b ) .

I t s  p o s i t i o n  was w e l l  back  - w i th i n  th e  second  o r  t h i r d  ra n g e  o f  

rooms and  i t s  s i z e  was a p p ro x im a te ly  9 ' x l 0 ' .

( i i )  PK1VATE ROOMS

a . )  The ha in  bedroom

'The bedroom i s  a room in  w hich we spend a b o u t  one t h i r d  o f  ou r  

l i v e s ,  in  c o n t in u o u s  p e r i o d s  o f  betw een seven  and  n in e  h o u r s . . . [ A n  

e a s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  d e s i r a b l e ] , . . s i n c e  p eo p le  l i k e  to  s a l u t e  the  

morning s u n '  (6 7 ) .  A p a r t  from t h i s ,  th e  main bedroom was used  by the  

l a d y  o f  the  house a s  a  d r e s s i n g  room ( 6 8 ) ,  w h i l s t  the  man used  an  

a d j o i n i n g  room (6 9 ) ,  w hich e i t h e r  took th e  form o f  a d r e s s i n g  room 

p ro p e r  (a common f e a t u r e  w e r  the  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  in  d o u b le  s t o r e y  

h o u s e s ) ,  o r  the  ba th room . Bedrooms w ere ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  much s im p le r  in  

a r ra n g e m e n t  and  f u r n i s h i n g  than  th e  p u b l i c  rooms o f  th e  h o u se .  They 

u s u a l l y  had a  f i r e  p la c e  and  w ere o c c a s i o n a l l y  t r e a t e d  to  a bay 

window.

The p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  r a i n  bedrooms in  the  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  house was 

sornewhit v u ln e r a b ly  p la c e d  n e x t  to  the  d raw ing  room in  the  f i r s t  

ra n g e  o f  rooms, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  the  houses  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The r e a s o n s  

fo r  t i i i s  were tw o - fo ld ;  1 . f a v o u ra b le  a s p e c t  - s i n c e  th e  t y p i c a l  

house to d  v e ry  l i t t l e  s id e  space  ( i f  any  a t  a l l ) ,  th e  b e s t  a s p e c t  

( o t l i e r  t t o n  to  the  back  v a rd )  was to  th e  f r o n t  - s i n c e  n a t u r a l l y  i t  

was the  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  the  a d u l t s  o f  the  house to  have the  b e s t



a s p e c t ;  2 . a c c e s s  from a passayew iy  i n t o  the  bedroom was more 

p r e f e r a b l e  to  the  l e s s  p r i v a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  g a in in g  e n t r y  from a 

communal s p a c e # t h a t  i s  v ia  th e  d in in g  room - f o r  i t  was q u i t e  common 

t h a t  s e v e r a l  bedrooms le d  o f f  t h i s  a r e a . In  th e  doub le  s t o r e y  hour.a 

the  bedroom u s u a l l y  o c c u r r e d  o ver  tiie d raw ing  room. The a d v a n ta g e  

was t h a t  w i th  v e ry  l i t t l e  e x t r a  e f f o r t  the  f l u e  f o r  i t s  f i r e p l a c e  

c o u ld  be combined w i th  the  draw ing  r o o m ' s ' , and  i f  so  d e s i r e d ,  the  

low er bay window c o u ld  c i t h e r  s u p p o r t  a  sm a l l  b a lco n y  o f f  the  

bedroom o r  be s im p ly  e x te n d e d  to  em brace two s t o r e y s .

B u i l t - i n  cu p b o a rd s  were n o t  e n t i r e l y  unknown [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .2 - 2 ]  

b u t  d id  n o t  become a  common o r  s t a n d a r d  f e a t u r e  in  s p e c u l a t i v e  

h o u s in g  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  War.

The s i z e  o f  the  main bedroom v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  from one house type  

to  a n o t h e r ,  a l th o u g h  an  a v e ra g e  s i z e  was a p p ro x im a te ly  1 4 ' x ! 2 ' .

b . ) O ther Bedrooms

A lthough  c a r e f u l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  th e s e  rooms was s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e d

( 7 k)), t h e i r  p la c in g  was m o s t ly  d e te rm in e d  a f t e r  the  houses  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  the  ro ad  and  i t s  s i t e  c o n s t r a i n t s  had been 

c o n s i d e r e d .  Thus th e se  bedrooms were s t r u n g  o u t  b eh in d  the  f i r s t  and 

second  ra n g e  o f  rooms, some even l o c a t e d  in  th e  tu n n e l  back  b eh in d  

th e  k i t c h e n  w i th  o u t s i d e  a c c e s s .  They were v e ry  s im p le  rooms u s u a l l y  

w i th  a  s i n g l e  window, r a r e l y  w i th  a f i r e  p l a c e .  They were s m a l l ,  

1 0 ' x l 0 ' an d  up.

c . ) The N u rse ry

The n u r s e r y  wus a g a in  a  n o " - e s s e n t i a l  o r  lu x u ry ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was 

found o c c a s i o n a l l y  in  some houses  ( u s u i l l y  o n ly  in  d e ta c h e d  h o u s e s ) . 

A lthough  the  t i t l e  s u g g e s t s  a  k ind  o f  ' p l a y  room' fo r  th e  e x c l u s i v e  

u se  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  w i l i n g  away the  h o u rs  under th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  

t h e i r  nan n ies#  i t  would have been an  u n l i k e l y  s i t u a t i o n  am ongst

*



t h o s e  c l a s s e s  o f  p eo p le  whose houses  a r e  b e in g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  h e r e .  

However, i t  i s  a t i t l e  to  be found in  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  on p l a n s  

s u b m it te d  to  the m u n ic ip a l  (o r  o t h e r )  a u t h o r i t y ,  and s in c e  o c c u r r i n g  

in  r e l a t i v e l y  s n a i l  h o u ses ,  p ro b a b ly  s im p ly  r e f e r s  to  (by v i r t u e  o f  

i t s  s i z e  and  l o c a t i o n )  a bedroom in te n d e d  f o r  a c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n .

d . ) S e r v a n t s '  Rooms

A s e r v a n t  in th e  home was a n o t h e r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  V x r to r ia n  

i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  l e f t  the  la d y  o f  th e  house f r e e  to  c u l t i v a t e  a 

r e f i n e d  and  e p i c u r e a n  m anner, w h i l s t  the  d o m e s t ic  c h o r e s  were 

e x e c u te d  by someone s p e c i f i c a l l y  e m p lo v  o i r  th e  p u rp o s e .

Ev . f u a l l y  t h e i r  p re s e n c e  amounted to  a  s o r t  o f  s t a t u s  symbol.

The c o l l o q u i a l  an d  d e g ra d in g  te rm s ' b o y ' s  room' o r  ' k a f f i r  room' 

t h a t  can be p ic k ed  o f f  many p l a n s ,  r e f e r r e d  to  the  th e  sm all  and 

u s u a l l y  d e ta c h e d  room a t  th e  back o f  the s t a n d  a d j a c e n t  to  the  

t o i l e t .  I t  wus, o f  c o u r s e ,  accommodation f o r  th e  d o m e s t ic  

a s s i s t a n t s ,  who were employed in  a l a r g e  number o f  f r e e  s ta n d in g  and  

s e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u se s .  They were v e ry  s m a l l , 6 ' x 6 ' up to  9 ' x 6 ' ,  and  

we*'* f r e q u e n t l y  j u s t  a  t im b e r  frame and  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  s t r u c t u r e s .

P e r i o d i c a l l y  a room a t t a c h e d  to  the  main house ( a l th o u g h  a t  the  

r e a l  flr,J n e x t  to  o r  above the  k i t c h e n ) ,  l a b e l l e d  ' s e r v a n t 1, can oe 

found [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 - 1 0 2 ] ,  T h is  would h?ve r e f e r r e d  to  the room in

w nich a  w h i te  s e r v a n t  was acconmori t e d ,  w hich was a g a i n  the

p r i v i l e g e  o f  the s l i g h t l y  w e a l t h i e r  c l a s s e s .

( i i i )  SERVICE ROOMS

a . )  The K itchen

By the 1890 ' a ,  th e  k i t c h e n  a t t a c h e d  to  the  iouse was a c c e p te d  a s

th e  norm, a l th o u g h  i t  was s t i l l  l o c a t e d  tow ards  the  back  o f  th e

h o u se .  T h is  meant t h a t  q u i t e  o f t e n  i t  was under the  l e a n - t o  s e c t i o n  

an d  n o t  under the  main roo f#  and  beca u se  i t  c o u ld  n e v e r  embrace the
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f u l l  w id th  o f  th e  liouse ( a s  t h i s  would have c u t  o u t  l i g h t  and 

v e n t i l a t i o n  to  th e  m idd le  ra n g e  o f  rooms) i t  v e s  o f t e n  a f f o r d e d  the 

b e n e f i t  o f  the  back  v e ra n d a h .  In  th e  s m a l l e r  houses  (from  t e r r a c e  to  

f r e e  s t a n d i n g )  th e  k i t c h e n  s e rv e d  a s  cook ing  p l a c e ,  d in in g  room, 

l i v i n g  room and w ashing  a r e a ,  a l th o u g h  t h i s  v e s  seen  to  be f a r  from 

i d e a l ;  the  k i t c h e n  sh o u ld  be used  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  the

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  fo o d s  and  t h a t  a l l  form s o f  c l e a n i n g ,  e t c .  a r e  

r i g o u s l y  e x c lu d e d .  Thus no E n g l is h  k i t c h e n  c o n t a i n s  a  s i n k . . .  the 

a r e a s  f o r  cook ing  and  w a sh in g -u p  a r e  k e p t  s e p a r a t e . . . '  (71) - o f  

c o u r s e  t h i s  was the  i d e a l ,  and  in  r e a l i t y  i t  depended h e a v i ly  cn 

a v a i l a b l e  c a p i t a l .  The k i t c h e n  a lw a y s  had a h e a r t h  f o r  c o o k in g ,  and  

depend ing  on w h e th e r  th e  house had a  s c u l l e r y  o r  n o t ,  i t  p o s se s se d  a 

s i n k .  I t s  s i z e  v a r i e d  from 8 'x 9 '  to  1 2 ' x l 2 ' .

b . ) The P a n try

The s to r a g e  o f  food b e f o r e  th e  a d v e n t  o f  p r e s e r v a t i v e s ,  cann ing  

and  m e c h a n ic a l ly  r e f r i g e r a t e ' . ,  cham bers ,  was f a c i l i t a t e d  by the 

fa n  t r y .  T h is  l i t t l e  room w?s found in  a l l  housing  ty p e s  b a r  the more 

ru d im e n ta ry  forms o f  t e r r a c e  h o u se .  Herman M u th es iu s  d e s c r i b e s  -he

f u n c t io n  and  form o f  the  i d e a l  p a n t r y ;

' . . . T h e r e  m ust be a r e f r i g e r a t e d  c u p b o a rd .  One e s s e n t i a l  need i s  
common to  b o th  k in d s  o f  s to r e - ro o m  and  t h i s  i s  a means o f  
c r e a t i n g  a tl irough  d r a u g h t .  They m ust l a v e  windows on two fa c in g  
s i d e s .  The p a n t r y  has  s h u t t e r s  o f  f i n e  w ire  mesh t h a t  open 
o u tw a rd s ;  windows t h a t  open inw ard  a r e  f i t t e d  o n ly  in  the  c o ld  
s e a s o n .  Sometimes a m e a t - l a r d e r  l a s  no windows a t  a l l ,  o n ly  
p i e r c e d  z in c  p a n e s '  (72)

The s h e lv e s  o f  tlie p a n t r y  were i d e a l l y  o f  s l a t e .

The o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  room s p e c i f i c a l l y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  the 

s u n ' s  movement was f a r  more c a r e f u l l y  worked o u t  than  an y  o t h e r  room 

in  th e  whole h o u se .  I t  was a lw a y s  n e x t  to  the  k i t c h e n  a t  th e  r e a r  o f  

the  h o u s e , w hich was n o t  a  problem  i f  the  house v a s  n o r th  f a c in g  ( a s  

th e  p a n t r y  would fa c e  s o u t h ) .  However, where th e  house was so u th
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f a c i n g . ^ * 2  p a n t ry  would have been  e i t h e r  c o m p le te ly  i n t e r n a l i s e d  or 

pushed  w i th  i t s  s m a l l e r  d im ens ion  a g a i n s t  the  e a s t  w a l l .

c . )  The s c u l l e r y

A lth o u g h  the  s c u l l e r y  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  the  w ash ing  up o f  s o i l e d  

u t e n s i l s ,  i t  was a l s o  used  in  the  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  fo ods  such  a s  

r o a s t i n g  and  b o i l i n g ,  and  th e  c l e a n in g  o f  th e  v e g e t a b l e s ,  the  

d r e s s i n g  o f  p o u l t r y ,  game and  f i s h .  I t  was seldom more than  an 

a l c o v e  lo c a te d  a d j a c e n t  to  the  k i t c h e n  and  was u s u a l l y  w i th o u t  an

i n t e r l e a d i n g  d o o r .

d . )  The Bathroom

Not a l l  o f  the  e a r l i e r  houses  in  Jo h an n esb u rg  had a  room 

d e s ig n a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  the  bathroom  - t h e y  were a b s e n t  in  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  s m a l l e r  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s .  When in c lu d e d  how ever, i t  

was commonly s i t u a t e d  n e x t  to  the  k i t c h e n  so t h a t  warm w a te r  c o u ld  

be b r o u g h t  from the  s t o v e .  B a th ing  was how ever, som etim es perfo rm ed  

in  a l a r g e  p o r t a b l e  tu b  in  th e  bedroom o r  k i t c h e n .  Bathrooms 

i n i t i a l l y  were acc o m m o ^ te d  a t  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  house under the  

' a f e b t k ' , and  were a p p ro ac h ed  e x t e r n a l l y  v i a  the  t a c k  v e ra n d a h .  By 

the  18901 s  ba throom s g r a d u a l l y  became i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i th i n  the  body 

o f  th e  house a l th o u g h  were r .  *" combined w i th  the  t o i l e t .  I t s  s i z e  

was u s u a l l y  j u s t  b ig  enough to  accom odate  a  b a th  an d  b a s in  a lo n g  one 

s i d e ,  w i th  l i t t l e  c i r c u l a t i o n  sp ace  down th e  o t h e r  i . e .  4 , b " x 4 '6 " .  

Waste w a te r  was som etim es t e m p o r a r i l y  k e p t  in  w hat was known a s  a 

' s l o p  ta n k '  u n t i l  c o l l e c t e d  by th e  sewage c a r t ,  o r  o th e rw is e  l e f t  to  

d r a i n  i n t o  a c e s s p o o l .

e . )  E . C 's ,  W .C . 's  and  P a i l s

W aterborne sewage was in  V ic t o r i a n  Jo h an n esb u rg  l a r g e l y  

n o n - e x i s t a n t ,  d e s p i t e  th e  t o i l e t  house b e in g  l a b e l l e d  ' W.C' on many 

p l a n s .  Sewage was c o l l e c t e d  a t  n i g h t  and  ta k e n  away on a sewage
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c a r t .  The t o i l e t  was n e v e r  accommodated w i th i n  the  main house ,  

p a r t l y  b eca u se  th e  b y - la w s  d i d n ' t  en co u ra g e  i t  (7 3 ) ,  p a r t l y  because  

o f  the  s to r a g e  and a s s o c i a t e d  odour p rob lem , and  p a r t l y  becau se  i t

was l o c a t e d  a lo n g  the  back  boundary  o f  the  s t a n d ,  a c c e s s  b e in g  

g a in e d  by e i t h e r  a s a n i t a r y  la n e  w hich  ra n  down the  m idd le  o f  a 

suburban  b lo c k ,  o r  where t h i s  was a b s e n t ,  by th i n  s a n i t a r y  p a s sa g e s  

w hich f la n k e d  the  s i d e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  the  s t a n d .  Because o f  the  

in c o n v e n ie n t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the  main house 

( p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  n i g h t ) ,  th e  'n igh t-com m ode ' was g e n e r a l l y  u se d .  The 

t o i l e t  house s t n :  • u re  was v e ry  e l e m e n ta ry  b e in g  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  

e i t h e r  t im b er  and  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  o r  b r i c k .  I t s  s i z e  was u s u a l l y  

3 • x 5 ' .  The s e a t s  h id  to  1 . . . b e  p ro v id e d  w i th  h in g e s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  

th e  rem oval o f  p a i l s ,  an d  a  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  o f  d ry  e a r t h  o r  

a s h e s  s h a l l  be used  to  c o v e r  the su c h  c o n t e n t s  o f  such  p a i l s  in  u s e '  

(75) -h e n c e  the  t i t l e  ' e a r t h  c l o s e t '  o r  E .C . .

f . )  P a s sa g e s  and  S t a i r c a s e s

Common p assag e  w id th s  b e g in  a t  a p p r o x im a te ly  2 '6 "  and  in c r e a s e  to  

a s  much a s  5 ' .  The s w e l l i n g  which o c c a s i o n a l l y  p a s s e d  f o r  a  h a l l  a t

the  f r o n t  door was u s u a l l y  6 ' .

S t a i r c a s e s  in  th e  d e ta c h e d  house tended  to  be e i t h e r  d o g - le g g e d ,  

q u a r t e r  t u r n ,  o r  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h i l f  t u r n .  In  the  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house 

where the  u n i t  was o n ly  a room and  a  p as sa g e  wide th e  s t a i r  vos  

commonly s t r a i g h t  o r  q u a r t e r  tu rn  w i th  w in d e r s .  The w id th s  o f  the

s t a i r s  were u s u a l l y  3 ' .

g . )  S t a b l e s  and  c a r r i a g e  houses

These u s u a l l y  accom pan ied  d e ta c h e d  houses  a l th o u g h  th ey  can tie 

found in  the  l a r g e r  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u se s .  A lthough  n o t  a lw ay s  

p r e s e n t ,  i t  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  common f e a t u r e  in  ho u ses  o f  th e  o u t e r

i n f r i n g e d  the  g e n t i l i t y  o f  g r a c i o u s  l i v i n g  ( 7 4 ) .  The 'E . C  o r  'W .C .'
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s u b u r b s .  The s t a b l e  was a  d o u b le  s t o r e y  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i th  the  hay l o f t  

o c cu p y in g  the  up p er  l e v e l .  The s i z e  o f  the  s t a b l e  depended on 

w h e th e r  one o r  two h o r s e s  were k e p t :  where th e r e  was o n ly  one tK  

s i z e  was a b o u t  1 0 '6 " x l V ,  and  two 1 6 ' x l 4 ' .  The h e i g h t  was 1 0 ' .  The 

coach  house was a p p r o x im a te ly  1 0 ' x l 4 ' .  These s t r u c t u r e s  would have 

been l i n k e d  and  were e i t h e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  a  t im b er  frame and  s h e e t  

i r o n  c l a d d in g  [ s e e  FIGURE 3 .1 -1 0 2 ]  o r  b r i c k .  The l o c a t i o n  was 

u s u a l l y  a lo n g  th e  back b o u ndary .

3 .2  PART TWO

A. THE DETACHED HOUSE

( i )  SINGLE STOREY

The su d d en n ess  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n e v i t a b l y  le d  to  the 

p r o v i s io n  o f  housing  depend ing  on v a r io u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  im p o rted  

' a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e a d y - n u d e s ' . P e rh ap s  o b v io u s ly ,  a l l  th o s e  'nomadic 

ty p e s  w h ich  a p p e a re d  had t a d  a  h i s t o r y  w hich a s  soon a s  th ey  were s e t  

down in  Jo h an n esb u rg  was to  be e x te n d e d  to  embody a  h o s t  o f  m u ta t io n s .  

S in c e  th e s e  o f t e n  b o re  the  i n s i g n i a  o f  the  i n h a b i t a n t s  d i f f e r i n g  

c u l t u r a l  b ack g ro u n d s  ( c f . BODYSENS 136 [FIGURE 3 .2 - 6 ]  and  BRAAMF0NTE1N 

2198 [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 8 ] ) ,  the  i n t e n t i o n  h e re  i s  to  r a t h e r  l i s t  v a r i a t i o n s  

and  p r i n c i p a l  themes than  to  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  c r e d i t  any  p a r t i c u l a r  one a s

b e in g  an  e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i l e s to n e .

Two b ro a d  o r  p r i n c i p a l  themes become a p p a r e n t  when exam in ing  the  

i n f l u e n c e  on the  sp ec tru m  o f  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  d e ta c h e d  ho u ses  in  

J o h a n n e s b u rg . They ttave d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  o f  o r i g i n  and  d i s t i n c t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  They a r e ;  a . )  The V erandah house ,  and  b . ) he 

V e rn a c u la r  c o t t a g e .

a . )  The Verandah House

The verancbh  house was a type w hich was w id e ly  u sed  in  many
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d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ;  ' I t  i s  w o r th  n o t in g  h e re  too  t h a t  the  

fo u r -v e ra n d a h e d  house s t y l e  w i th  s t e e p  pyram id ro o f  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

c o n f in e d  to  Q ueensland  b u t  seems to  be a B r i t i s h  c o l o n ia l  s t y l e  - a s  

e x i s t i n g  and  form er ho u ses  show in  S o u th  A f r i c a , S ie r r a  Leone,

I n d i a ,  the  West I n d i e s  and  e ls e w h e re  in  A u s t r a lL  ( 7 6 ) ,  a l th o u g h  

a s  to  i t s  o r i g i n s  th e re  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  ( 7 7 ) .  As an 

im p o r t  to  South  A f r i c a ,  th e  ve ran d ah  house was m a in ly  used  and  

a d a p te d  in  N a ta l  (m o s t ly  a ro u n d  Durban) by the  E n g l is h  s e t t l e r s  of 

th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  ( 7 8 ) .  S im i la r  p la n  ty p e s ,  w i th o u t  e s  much 

v e ran d a h  ( u s u a l l y  o n ly  one s id e )  were b u i l t  i t .  ttie W estern  Cape 

( 7 9 ) ,  a l th o u g h  how rruny o f  the  s h a re d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were common to  

o t h e r  'E n g l i s h  c o l o n i a l '  p a t t e r n s  th an  to  w hat was e s s e n t i a l l y  a 

V erandah house (a d i s t i n c t  ty^xs) i s  a l i t t x e  unc^eai vd*//.

In  th e  T ra n s v a a l  i t  had been used  in  B a rb e r to n  and  P i lg r i m s  R es t  

b e f o r e  i t s  a p p e a ra n c e  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg .  Most o f  the  con tem pora ry  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  v e ra n d a h  house a r e  encom passed in  

MARSHALLSTOWN 759 f c b t e :  1894) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 1 ) :  th  p la n  c l e a r l y  

e x h i b i t e d  a  c e n t r a l  p a s sa g e  which r a n  from th e  f r o n t  d oo r  s t r a i g h t  

to  the  b ack ,  d i v i d i n g  the  house i n t o  two h a l v e s .  T ie  one h a l f  

u s u a l l y  accommodated the semi p u b l i c  rooms (w hich in c lu d e d  the  

s i t t i n g  and  d in in g  room ), w h i l s t  th e  o th e r  h a l f  c o n t a in e d  the  

bedroom s. The v e ran d a h  ra n  a ro u n d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  th e  co re  

-w hich  would be t h a t  p a r t  accommodated under the  main py ram ida l 

r o o f ,  co m p ris in g  fo u r  rooms (w ith  the  m idd le  p a s s a g e ) . The f o u r th  oi 

back  e l e v a t i o n  would o r i g i n a l l y  have been c lo a k e d  b eh in d  the  

v e ran d a h  a s  w e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  in  t h i s  example dev e lo p m en ts  which lu r e d  

th e  s e r v i c e  rooms up a g a i n s t  t h i s  o u t e r  edge (accommodated urtdev a 

l e a n - t o  r o o f ) ,  l a r g e l y  a f f o r d e d  the  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  th e  a e s t h e t i c  

a l th o u g h  somewhat d i s t u r b e d  i t s  academ ic  p u r i t y .  Tlie s e r v i c e  rooms



were o c c a s i o n a l l y  h e ld  a p a r t  by a  s m a l l  sp ace  fo r  a  b ack  v e ran d ah  

(on a x i s  w i th  the  c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e ) .  Somewhat u n u s u a l ly ,  the o u t  of 

d a t e  12 pane s a s h  window - a  t y p i c a l  m id -c e n tu ry  hang o v e r , i s  used 

on th e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  ( fo u r  pane was more f a s h io n a b l e  a t  th e  t im e ) .  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no f i r e p l a c e s  and  hence ch im neys ,  c o u ld  be 

e x p l a in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  s in c e  i t  was a  U o p i c a l  i<uuse form they  

w e r e n ' t  s t r i c t l y  n e c e s s a r y  - t h e  d e s ig n e r  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  house 

p o s s i b l y  n o t  b e in g  f u l l y  a c q u a in t e d  w i th  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  c l i m a t i c  

c o n d i t i o n s .

JEPPES'^WN 453-5  ( d a t e :  1893) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 2 ]  was a  s l i g h t l y  more 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  v a r i a t i o n .  As u s u a l  the  e l e v a t i o n s  w ere a  l i t t l e  s t i f f  

and  fo rm a l - t h e  f r o n t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s p l a y i n g  a  r i g i d  symmetry, 

en h an ced  by th e  two l a r g e  bay windows tx> th e  draw ing  room and 

bedroom. A lthough  the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  : s  d i s t i n c t i v e ,  the  

s u r ro u n d in g  e l e v a t i o n s  were o f  a  s i m i l a r  form - t h e  v e ran d a h  o r  

l e a n - t o  a s  an  i n i t i a l  ' l a y e r '  b e fo re  the  d o m in a tin g  p r i n c i p a l  r o o f .  

The back s e r v i c e  ran g e  co m p rised  th e  k i t c h e n , p a n t r y ,  bathroom  and a 

lo o s e  bedroom under the  same r o o f  w hich were c o n n e c te d  ( a l th o u g h  n o t  

shown) by an  e n t i r e l y  e x t e r n a l  r o u t e  (8 1 ) .

S in c e  in  t h i s  house type  the  v e ran d a h  r a n  a ro u n d  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  

s i d e s  o f  the  house ,  f r o n t  and  s id e  sp ace  was r e q u i r e d  - a  f a c t o r  

w hich s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d  b o th  i t s  u se  in  t i g h t  u rban  s i t u a t i o n s  

( J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  50 ' x l0 0 '  s t a n d s  were f a r  too  s m a l l ) and  i t s  a d a p t io n  

i n t o  o t h e r  house ty p e s .  A lthough  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  v e ran d a h  houses  a r e  

n o t  e n t i r e l y  unknown (82) th e y  were v e ry  r a r e .  O th e r  d e ta c h e d  house 

p la n  ty p e s  to  be exam ined in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  were g e n e r a l l y  more 

f l e x i b l e  and  were used  to  p roduce  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  and  t e r r a c e d  house 

ro w s.  V a r i a t i o n s  on i t s  theme in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  a r e n a  tended  to  be 

l i m i t e d  because  o f  i t s  i n f l e x i b i l i t y  - i t  would have been d i f f i c u l t

* L ,



to  add  o r  s u b t r a c t  from i t s  c o m p o s i t io n  w i th o u t  ro c k in g  the  b a s i c  

c o n c e p t .  Of c o u rs e  m inor v a r i a t i o n s  d id  o c c u r ,  m ain ly  in  the  form o f  

e x te n d e d  back  w in g s ,  a l t h o u g h  th ey  were a lw a y s  h e a v i ly  d e p en d e n t  on 

i t s  b a s i c  form. But. in  Jo h an n esb u rg  th e  sm all ve ran d ah  house had a 

l i m i t e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  u s e ,  and  d ie d  o u t  q u i t e  r a p i d l y  in  the  1890 s 

( 6 3 ) .  T h i s  i s  n o t  to  aay t h a t  i t  was w i th o u t  i n f l u e n c e :  many o f  the 

i d e a s  embodied by i t ,  were inc  o p e r a t e d  in  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  m u ta t i ' . n s ,  

w h i l s t  i t  was in  the  p u r e r  sence  in  a  s t a t e  o f  d e c l i n e ,

b . ) The V e rn a c u la r  C o t ta g e

W hereas the  vet a neb h house can a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  be c o n s id e r e d  an 

im p o r t ,  th e  o t h e r  m ajo r house type  had i t s  r o o t s  more f i r m ly  in  

l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  h i s t o r y .  I t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  by the 1 8 9 0 's  can  o n ly  

be lo o s e l y  d e f in e d ,  a s  th e  number a n d  ty p e s  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  w ere many, 

and  were m u l t i p l i n g  v e ry  r a p i d l y  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e .  The p la n  

co m p rif  I e s s e n t i a l l y  fo u r  rooms; two wide by two d e e p .  These in  the 

e a r l i e r  and p e rh a p s  c r u d e r  exam ples  would have been i n t e r l e a d i n g ,  

a l th o u g h  by t h i s  time a s h o r t  p a s s a g e  from th e  f r o n t  door p a s t  the  

f i r s t  bank o f  rooms, w hich then d i s s o l v e d  and  formed p a r t  o f  the 

d in i n g  room was in t r o d u c e d .  The e l e v a t i o n  i s  e q u a l ly  a s  h a rd  to  

d e f i n e ,  s in c e  two s c h o o l s  o f  th o u g h t  were e x p l o i t i n g  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  

t o  t h e i r  own e n d s  ( t h e  s y n m e t r i c A  and  tne  a s y m m e tr ic a l  s c h o o l s ) ,  

a l t h o u g h  t r a c in g  the  c o t t a g e ' s  o r i g i n s  back  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  than  

J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  f o u n d a t io n ,  r e v e a l s  a d i s t i n c t  synmetric-a 1 a n c e s t r y  

( 8 4 ) .  D ennis  R adford  has  co v e re d  much o f  the  e a r l y  deve lopm en t o f  

th e  c o t t a g e  in  'The S ou th  A f r ic a n  c o t t a g e  in  the  1 9 th  c e n t u r y '  (8 4 ) ,  

an  a r t i c l e  which h e lp s  to  p la c e  th e  em ergence o f  the  c o t t a g e  p^an in  

Jo h an n esb u rg  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e .  What i s  c l e a r  i s  t h a t  i t s  ap>penrance 

in  Jo h an n esb u rg  - b e in g  tow ards  th e  end  o f  th e  c e n t u r y ,  comes a t  

q u i t e  an  advanced  s t a t e  o f  i t s  d e v e lo p m en t .  A lthough an  a l t e r a t i o n ,



JOHANNtiSURG 160 ( d a t e :  1893) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 3 ]  embodied many t r a i t s  o f  

the  l a t e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e ,  in  i t s  m a in ta in a n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  

e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n ts  common to  exam ples  found in  th e  Cape and  N a ta l  

(even  though a  few p o s t  1870 V ic t o r i a n  a d d i t i o n s  such  th e  v e ran d ah  

have been r a d e ) :  th e  s im p le  sy m m e tr ica l  e l e v a t i o n a l  a r ra n g e m e n t  

framed by p l a i n  v e ra n d a h  p o s t s ,  and  the  f r o n t  rooms b e in g  

accommodated under ttie r a i n  doub le  p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  vi Mi a le an - tw  

c o v e r in g  th e  second  range  o f  rooms, a l l  b a re  w i tn e s s  to  the  f a c t .

The g a b l e - e n d s  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the  f i r s t  ran g e  o f  rooms l i n k  i t  to  

the  Dutch r a t h e r  th a n  E n g l i s h  t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  then  i s  th e  b a s ic  

theme - f ro m  here  on the  s c o r e  i s  s u b j e c t  to  m o d u la t io n .

Having e s t a b l i s h e d  the  b a s i c  p la n  ty p e ,  i t  would be a s  w e l l  to  

m ention  th e  two fu n d am en ta l  a p p ro a c h e s  to  the  c o m p o s i t io n  ( f r o n t a l  

symmetry (which u n i  .ke the  v e ran d a h  h o u s e ) ,  o n ly  p r e s e n te d  one 

sy m m e tr ica l  face  ( to  the  r o a d ) ,  and  a s y n m e t r y ) .  The p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  

the  a s y n m e t r i c a l  p la n  and  th e  a t t e n d a n t  i r r e g u l a r  m ass ing  o f  volumes 

( e s p e c i a l l y  p r e v a l e n t  in  th e  ro o f  d e s ig n )  was f u r t h e r  em phasised  by 

the  v i s u a l  f r a c t u r e  a f f o r d e d  by the  verandah# r i c h  o rn a m e n ta t io n  

(b o th  e x t e r n a l l y  a n d  i n t e r n a l l y )  and  the  o f f - c e n t r e  g a b le  and  

accom panying b a rg e  b o a r d s .  Of c o u rs e  a l l  th e s e  c o n t r i v a n c e s  were 

i n t i m a t e l y  l in k e d  to  the  p i c tu r e s q u e  n o t io n  o f  the  b a la n c e d  p i l e .  

V o lu m e tr ic  a r t i c u l a t i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  a f f e c t e d  th e  p l a n ,  and  i t  was th e  

d o u b le - f r o n t e d  house which s u f f e r e d  the  im p o s i t io n  o f  d i s t o r t i o n  in  

th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  th e se  e n u s .  The m ost in n o v a t iv e  move was the  

s h i f t i n g  fo rw ard  o f  the  d raw ing  room to  th e  f r o n t  edge  o f  tiw? 

v e ran d a h  -a n d  by d o in g  so ,  th e  symmetry b o th  in  p la n  and  e l e v a t i o n  

was e f f e c t i v e l y  d e s t r o y e d .  F u r th e r  a r t i c u l a t i o n  wr,s a c h ie v e d  w ith  

th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  to y  window. ' . . . T h e  b u i l d i n g  was o b v io u s ly  t r e a t e d  

in  th e  p i c tu r e s q u e  manner p o p u la r  w i th  E n g l i s h  e s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  and



i t s  a n t e c e d e n t s  can be found in  the  p ag es  o f  many con tem pora ry  

p a t t e r n  b o o k s '  (8 5 ) .  W h i l s t  c o m p o s i t io n a l  symmetry was b u t t r e s s e d  

from b o th  t r a d i t i o n a l  v e r n a c u la r  and ' im p o r t e d '  q u a r t e r s #  c a l c u l a t e d  

asym m etry ( a s  w i l l  be seen  in  the  fo l lo w in g  exam ples)  seems to  have 

been  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  Anglo-Saxon c o l o n i a l  t r a i t .

V a r i a t i o n  1: W ith the  main ro o f  s t r u c t u r e  encom passing  th e  house 

' c o r e ' (w hich  was e s s e n t i a l l y  two rooms deep  by two rooms wide w i th

a c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e ) .

l a :  S ym m etr ica l  s c h o o l  -BRAAMFONTEIN 53 ( d a t e :  1895)

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 4 ] .  The k i t c h e n  h e r e ,  was s e p a r a t e d  from t t r  p an try#

w hich  a l th o u g h  by t h i s  time was becoming the  norm, i n d i c a t e d  a

s u b t l e  tu n in g  to  a l i f e s t y l e  t h a t  was p e rh a p s  l e s s  s p a r t a n .  The f a c t

t h a t  the  d in i n g  room was d i s t i n c t  from the  k i t c h e n ,  made f o r  a  more

g r a c e f u l  d w e l l in g ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  s i t t i n g  room and  the

d i n i n g  ro o m 's  p o s s e s s io n  o f  the  f i r e p l a c e  ( im ply ing  i t  pe rfo rm ed

t h i s  f u n c t io n  a s  w e l l )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  s t i l l  had a few s t e p s  to

g o .  E x t e r n a l l y  tlie l a rg e  pane s a s h  windows were a t  - h i s  tim e v e ry

f a s h io n a b l e  and  h ipped  r o o f  owes some d e b t  to  E n g l is h  t r a d i t i o n .  The

fo u r  p an e l  d o o rs  w i th  the  s m a l le r  p a n e l s  a t  th e  b o ttom , were a l s o

t y p i c a l l y  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n .

lb :  A sym m etrical school-JUDITHS PAARL 64 ( d a t e :  1903) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 - 5 ]  was e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  b a s i c  4 roomed house o t  

sy m m e tr ic a l  p a r e n t a g e ,  a t t a i n i n g  to  lie an  a s y m m e tr ic a l  c h i l d .  T h is  

i s  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  a c h ie v e d  in  p la n ,  w i th  th e  p a r l o u r ' s  n o in  t h t u s t  

d i r e c t e d  o u t  tow ards  the  s t r e e t  b e in g  ac c o m p lish e d  m e re ly  by the  

s t r a t e g i c  p la cem e n t o f  th e  bay window ( s in c e  i t  was a sq u a re  12' x ! 2 1 

ro o m ). A c l u e  to  the  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  ttie i n h a b i t a n t s  can be d e t e c t e d  

by the  i n c l u s i o n  o f  b o th  a  d in in g  room and  a  p a r lo u r  d e s p i t e  the  

l i m i t e d  f l o o r  a r e a .  The d in i n g  rooms w i th  i t s  g la z e d  doub le  d o o r s  to
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th e  o u t s i d e  s u g g e s t s  i t s  f u n c t i o n  was a  l i t t l e  more than  j u s t  an 

e a t i n g  p l a c e .  The r o o f  form w i th  i t s  v e n t s  to  p r e v e n t  h e a t  b u i l d - u p  

above  the  c e i l i n g  i n d i c a t e s  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  c l i m a t i c  

c o n d i t i o n s  - a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w hich e v o lv e d  in  the  1 8 9 0 's .

V a r i a t i o n  2: 'A l a s t  e v o l u t i o n  was the  b u i l d in g  o f  a  t r i p l e  

ra n g e  p la n  co v e re d  by a d o u b le  p i t c h  r o o t  o v e r  th e  f i r s t  two s e t s  o f  

rooms and w i th  an  a f d e k  o v e r  tike l a s t  r a n g e . . . ' (bfe). I h i s  a l lo w e d  

f o r  a  s i x  room p la n  w i th  a c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e .

2a: S ym m etr ica l s ch o o l  -UOOYSENS 136 ' d ? t e :  1.908) 

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 6 ] .  The l o c a t i o n  o f  the  k i t c h e n ,  p a n t ry  and  bathroom  

w i th  a back  s to e p  a g a i n s t  the  hack  o f  the  house under a  l e a n - t o  v a s  

a h a b i t  g le a n e d  from N a t a l ,  ( a l b e i t  a  l a t e  V ic to r- ian  deve lopm en t 

w hich  u n i t e d  what h id  p r e v i o u s l y  been s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g s  - t h e  house 

and  the  s e r v i c e  a r e a ) .  The o v e r - s a i l i n g  eav e  was an  u n u su a l  d e t a i l  

s i n c e  g a b le s  o r  h ip s  were the  most common d e s ig n  s o l u t i o n .  The 

l a t e r a l  d e v o t io n  to  th e  ro ad  a t  l e a s t  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  c o u ld  n o t  be be 

more pronounced  - s u c c e s s f u l l y  f u l f i l l i n g  a  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  

p r e f e r e n c e .

2b: A sym m etrical s ch o o l  -BRAAMFONTEIN 5045 ( d a t e :

1895) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 7 ] .  A lthough  t h i s  exam ple i s  ch a rg e d  w i th  f o r e ig n  

f e a t u r e s  and  e le m e n t s ,  i t  s t i l l  b e lo n g s  to  the  ’v e r n a c u la r  c o t ta g e *  

c a t e g o r y .  The p la n  d epends  in  e s s e n c e  upon the  fo u r  p a r t  d i v i s i o n  

c o v e re d  by a  p r i n c i p a l  r o o f ,  w i th  an ™d:':>ining l e a n - t o  a t  the  r e a r  

acco m o d a tin g  the k i t e  lien, p a n t r y  and  ba th room . T h i s  exam ple however, 

i l l u s t r a t e s  how complex the v e r n a c u la r  c o t t a g e  was to  become (b e fo re  

i t s  f u s io n  w i th  o t h e r  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e s  in  the  u l t i m a t e  

p r o d u c t io n  o f  the d i a g o n a l l y  sy m m e tr ica l  h o u s e ) .  T h is  v a r i a t i o n  v e s  

immensely p o p u la r ,  and  dom ina ted  a sy m m e tr ic a l  house d e s ig n  - i t  was a 

ty p e  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  w i th  r e l a t i v e l y  minor a l t e r a t i o n s  in  b o th  the

. m *# „ r §



Cape and  N a ta l .  The ru d im e n ta ry  p la n  ty p e s  o f  fo rm er exam ples  have 

been w renched a b o u t  and  s p ic e d  up w i th  s e v e r a l  more s u b t l e  

a l t e r a t i o n s  in  the  p ro d u c t io n  w hich by com parison  e x t e r n a l l y  were 

a lm o s t  u n te c o g n i s e a b le :  In  o r d e r  to  a c h i e v e  an  a s y m m e tr ic a l  t r o n t  

th e  d raw ing  room (w hich by i t s  v e ry  i n c l u s i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  

was a  d w e l l in g  o f  c o m fo r t ) ,  was tu rn e d  so  LiuL U k  uujuL a x i s  was 

p e r p e n d ic u la r  to  the  s t r e e t  f r o n t ,  and  b ro u g h t  fo rw ard  to  the  

v e ra n d a h  e d g e .  As has  been s u g g e s te d  the  draw ing room was n o t  a room 

fo r  r e c r e a t i o n  b u t  f o r  i n f r e q u e n t  fo rm a l  e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  and  v b s  th u s  

q u i t e  a  sm a ll  room. Somewhat c o n v i e n t l y ,  the  d in i n g  room s w e l le d  

w i th  the  draw ing ro o m 's  fo rw ard  s l i d e .  The l a r g e  open ing  betwe* the  

d i n i n g  room and draw ing  room# meant t h a t  when s o c i a l  need demanded, 

the  two c o u ld  i n t e r l e a d .  The d r a w in g - ro o m 's  f i r e p l a c e  and  bay  window 

c o n f i rm  a l l e g i a n c e  to  co n tem p o ra ry  p o p u la r  E n g l is h  d o m e s t ic  cus tom .

A s e n s i b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een p a n t ry  an d  k i t c h e n ,  and k i t c h e n  and  

d in i n g  room i s  a t  l a s t  a c h ie v e d  by means o f  a s im p le  lobby  - a  d e v ice  

w hich seemed to  have e lu d e d  many p re -w ar  d e s i g n e r s .  The f r o n t  

e l e v a t i o n  was crammed w i th  i c o n i c  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  w hich beca u se  o f  i t s  

f u s s i n e s s ,  d i s t a n c e s  i t  from th e  v e r n a c u la r  c o t t a g e  - t h e  h ipped  

r o o f ,  c o r n ic e d  chim ney, p l a s t e r  q u o in in g ,  h o r i z o n t a l l y  r u l e d  j o i n t s  

( r u s t i c a t i o n )  on the  g a b l e ,  bay window w i th  a l a r g e  v en t  a b o v e ,  

e l a b o r a t e  t im ber  f r e tw o rk  under the g a b l e  e a v e s  and  the f i n i a l ,  were 

a lm o s t  a l l  based  upon p o p u la r  A nglo-Saxon d o m e s t ic  a p p l i q u e .  W h i ls t  

th e  p la n  o f  t h i s  type  was r e a d i l y  a c c e p te d  by many w i th o u t  much 

a l t e r a t i o n ,  tlie e x t e r n a l  d e t a i l  and d e c o r a t i v e  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  was 

seldom  the  same on any  two ex am p les .  The f a s h io n  (game seems to  have 

begun a t  t h i s  p o in t  - a s  i s  b o rn  o u t  h e r e ,  th e r e  a p p e a r s  to  be a 

c o r r e s p o n d in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een in c r e a s e d  c o m fo r t  and  f r i v o l o u s  

d i s p l a y .



Cape and  N a t a l .  The r u d im e n ta ry  p la n  ty p e s  o f  fo rm er exam ples  have 

been w renched a b o u t  and  s p ic e d  up w ith  s e v e r a l  more s u b t i e  

a l t e r a t i o n s  in  the  p r o d u c t io n  w hich by com parison  e x t e r n a l l y  were 

a lm o s t  u n r e c o g r . i s e a b le : In  o r d e r  to  a c h i e v e  an  a s y m m e tr ic a l  f r o n t  

the  d raw ing  room (which by i t s  v e ry  i n c l u s i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  

was a  d w e l l in g  o f  c o m fo r t ) ,  was tu rn e d  so  t h a t  th e  m ajor a x i s  v e s  

p e r p e n d i c u la r  to  the s t r e e t  f r c . i t ,  and b ro u g h t  fo rw ard  to  the 

v e ra n d a h  e d g e .  As has been  s u g g e s te d  th e  draw ing  room was n o t  a  room 

f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  b u t  f o r  i n f r e q u e n t  fo rm al e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  and  v a s  th u s  

q u i t e  a s m a l l  room. Somewhat c o n v i e n t l y ,  the  d i n i n g  room sw e l le d  

w i th  the  d raw ing  ro o m 's  fo rw ard  s l i d e .  The l a r g e  open ing  between the  

d in i n g  room and  draw ing room, m eant t h a t  when s o c i a l  need  demanded, 

the  two c o u ld  i n t e r l e a d .  The d r a w in g - ro o m 's  f i r e p l a c e  an d  bay window 

c o n f i rm  a l l e g i a n c e  to  co n tem p o ra ry  p o p u la r  C n g l i sh  d o m e st ic  cus tom .

A s e n s i b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between pandry  an d  k i t c h e n ,  and k i t c h e n  and  

d in in g  room i s  a t  l a s t  a c h i e v e d  by means o f  a s im p le  lobby  - a  d e v ic e  

which seemed to  have e lu d e d  many p re -w a r  d e s i g n e r s .  1  he f r o n t  

e l e v a t i o n  was crammed w i th  i c o n i c  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  which b eca u se  o f  i t s  

f u s s i n e s s ,  d i s t a n c e s  i t  from th e  v e r n a c u la r  c o t t a g e  - t h e  h ipped  

r o o f ,  c o r n ic e d  chimney, p l a s t e r  q u o in in g ,  h o r i z o n t a l l y  r u l e d  j o i n t s  

( r u s t i c a t i o n )  on the g a b l e ,  bay  window w i th  a l a r g e  v e n t  a b o v e ,  

e l a b o r a t e  t im b e r  f r e tw o rk  under the  g a b l e  e a v e s  and the  f i n i a l ,  were 

a lm o s t  a l l  b a sed  upon p o p u la r  A nglo-Saxon d o m e s t ic  a p p l i q u e .  W h i l s t  

th e  p la n  o f  t h i s  type was r e a d i l y  a c c e p te d  by many w i th o u t  much 

a l t e r a t i o n ,  the  e x t e r n a l  d e t a i l  and d e c o r a t i v e  em b e l l i s h m e n t  was 

seldom  th e  same on any two ex am p les .  The f a s h io n  game seems to  have 

begun a t  t h i s  p o in t  - a s  i s  b o rn  o u t  h e r e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to  be a 

c o r r e s p o n d in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een in c r e a s e d  c o m fo r t  an d  ft iv o lo u s  

d i s p l a y .



V a r i a t i o n  3: The l o n g i t u d i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  type  was s i m i l a r  

to  v a r i a t i o n  2  in  t h a t  th e  main ro o f  s t r u c t u r e  was two rooms deep  

w i th  the  s e r v i c e  rooms under a  l e a n - t o  be jiig  a t t a c h e d  to  the  h ack .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  la y  in  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  d in in g - ro o m , which 

a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  s i t u a t e d  w i th i n  the  second  ra n g e  o f  rooms, d i s p la y e d  

a  rem a rk ab le  fu s io n  o f  two d i s t i n c t  c u l t u r a l  p r e f e r e n c e s .  The 

' a g t e r h u i s '  o f  the S ou th  A f r ic a n  Dutch v e r n a c u la r  d w e l l in g  (8 7 )  v es  

p o s i t i o n e d  on the  c e n t r a l  a x i s  o f  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  sy m m e tr ica l  f i r s t  

hank o f  rooms r e s u l t i n g  in  a  ,T I s h a ^  p l a n .  The r e s u l t a n t  back  

rooms in  t h i s  h y b r id  v a r i a t i o n ,  a r e  o f  a q u e s t i o n a b le  p r o p o r t i o n

- t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o n t r i v a n c e .

3a: S ym m etr ica l  s c h o o l  -BRAAMFONTEIN 2918 ( d a t e :  1895) 

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 8 ] .  T h is  exam ple s h a r e s  many c o m p o s i t io n a l  and  even  

p la n n in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i th  v a r i a t i o n  2 a .  A lthough  th e  o n ly  room 

l a b e l l e d  i s  the  d in in g  room, th e  room a d j a c e n t  to  i t  w i th  a 

f i r e p l a c e  i s  o b v io u s ly  th e  k i t c h e n .  The o t h e r  room f l a n k in g  i t ,  v as  

p ro b a b ly  a bedroom. An u n u su a l  i n w r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the  ' a f d a k '  has  

r e s u l t e d  in  the  main ro o f  s t r u c t u r e  b e in g  l i f t e d  up r a t h e r  h ig h  so 

a s  to  a l lo w  f o r  th e  s e r v i c e  rooms to  be i n c o r p o r a te d  under  th e  same 

r o o f  s l o p e .  In  the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r o p o r t i o n ,  the  v e ran d ah  r o o f  and  

th e  main r o o f  on th e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  were s e p a r a t e d ,  th e  r e s u l t i n g  

s t r i p  b e in g  p a r t i a l l y  f i l l e d  w i th  an  e a v e s  r a i l  and  d e c o r a t i v e  

b r a c k e t s .

3b: A sym m etrical s ch o o l  -BRAAMFONTEIN 2725 ( d a t e :

1893) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 9 ] .  Again t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  owes som eth ing  to  th o se  

exam ples  c a t e g o r i s e d  under v a r i a t i o n  2  - o n l y  tiie a s y m m e tr ic a l  s c h o r l  

t h i s  t im e .  However, the  d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  n o t  o n ly  in  d in in g  room 

l o c a t i o n  b u t  in  th e  way in  w hich the  ' s i t k a m e r '  o r  s i t t i n g  room was 

packed  o u t  b eh in d  - w i th  a  p a n t r y  ( t h i s  b e in g  j u s t  one o f  th e  many
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s t r a t e g i c  ' f i l l i n g s '  e x p l o i t e d  to  j u s t i f y  the  a r t i c u l a t e d  f a c a d e ) .

The tw in  s e t  o f  s a s h  windows on the  main g a b le  c o n f i rm s  i t s  d e b t  to  

m id - V ic to r ia n  c o l o n i a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o us ing  ( a l th o u g h  t h i s  s im ple  

h a n d l in g  o f  the  f r o n t  g a b le  i s  seldom seen  in  ho u ses  o f  t h i s  n a tu r e  

a f t e r  1 8 9 5 ) .  Most o f  the  d e c o r a t i v e  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  i s  bo rn e  by the  

t im b e r  f r e tw o rk  on the  main g a b le  and  v e ran d a h  - a  shy use  o f  

d e c o r a t i v e  p l a s t e r  (b e in g  c o n f in e d  to  window s i l l s  and  l i n t e l s )  

a c c o u n ta b le  to  an  e a r l y  h e s i t a n t  use o f  the  t e c h n iq u e .  The e v id e n c e  

o f  the  s id e  g a b le  t i e s  t h i s  example back  to  the  v e r n a c u la r  a p p ro ac h  

( th e  f o r e ig n  h ip  a l t e r n a t i v e  n o t  b e in g  e x p lo re d  h e r e ) .

V a r i a t i o n  4: T h a t  w hich was exam ined in  th e  v e r n a c u la r  s e c t i o n ,  

t a d  b u t  one form al f a c e ,  w hich was to  th e  r o a d .  The v e ran d a h  house , 

a s  has a l r e a d y  been s t a t e d ,  p o s s e s s e d  th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

• o m n i d i r e c t i o n a l i t y ' ,  a l th o u g h  the  main e n t r a n c e  was u s u a l l y  a g a i n s t  

the  s id e  o f  common a p p ro a c h .  In  TROYEVILLE 679 (cfete: 1904) [FIGURE

3 . 2 - 1 0 ] the  s t r i v i n g  f o r  c o m p o s i t io n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  th e  b a la n c e d  

p i l e ,  a c h ie v e d  g r e a t e r  v o lu m e t r i c  a r t i c u l a t i o n  by com bining the  most 

advanced  id e a s  o f  th e  a s y m m e tr ic a l  v e r n a c u la r  house ty p e ,  w i th  id e a s  

from the  ve randah  h o u se .  S e v e r a l  rooms were nudged s id e v a y s ,  b u t  

t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  l o c a t i o n  w i th i n  the  o v e r a l l  p la n  was n o t  c h a l le n g e d :  

The ve ran d ah  was nade to  s l i d e  a ro u n d  two s i d e s  o f  th e  house ,  w i th  

th e  n e s u l t  t h a t  i t  was no lo n g e r  the  p r e s e r v e  o f  a fav o u re d  f r o n t  -a  

f a c t o r  w hich , p e rh a p s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  r e s u l t e d  in  the  a m b ig u i ty  o f  

• f r o n t ' .  The d in in g  room was pushed o u t  to  th e  e x t e r n a l  edge o f  the  

v e ran d a h  and  t r e a t e d  a s  a g a b le d  'w in g ' much a s  the  draw ing  room 

w as, in  e a r l i e r  ex am p les .  P ro v id in g  th u s  fo r  an  e f f e c t i v e  s to p  to  

the  v e r a n d a h 's  r u n ,  f r e n c h  d o o rs  o f t e n  c o n n e c te d  the  two in  a more 

e f f e c t i v e  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  the  v e ran d a h  s p a c e .  Oddly enough symmetry 

was m a in ta in e d  n o t  f r o n t a l l y  b u t  on the  d i a g o n a l .  The i n t e r n a l
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p la n n in g  was o th e rw is e  a r r a n g e d  in  a  s i m i l a r  f a s h io n  to  the  verandah  

house ( c f .  MARSHAL,LSTOWN 759 [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 1 ] )  w i th  the bedrooms 

f a l l i n g  one sid-> o f  the  b i s e c t i n g  p a s s a g e  way, and  the  s i t t i n g  room 

and d in in g  rooms on th e  o t h e r .  There  was s t i l l  a  l e a n - t o  a t  the  back  

c o v e r in g  some o f  the s e r v i c e  rooms. T h i s  type was v e ry  common d u r in g  

th e  e i g h t e e n - n i n e t i e s  and  c o n t in u e d  to  be b u i l t  r i g h t  up to  the 

n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s ,  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d  ty p e s  d e s p i t e  i t s  

o b v io u s  s u i t a b i l i t y  to  c o r n e r  s i t e s .  R e f in em en ts  were made v e ry  

r a p i d l y  w hich soon p la c e d  i t  w i th in  a  c a t e g o r y  o f  i t s  own. These 

in c lu d e :  th e  s l i g h t  w iden ing  o f  the  p a s sa g e  f l a n k in g  th e  s i t t i n g  

room: the com ple te  i n t e r n a l i s i n g  o f  th e  ba th room , and  th e  i n c lu s io n  

o f  such  i te m s  a s  l i n e n  rooms and  b u i l t - i n  c u p b o a rd s :  and  the 

com bining o f  the k i t c h e n  and  p a n t ry  in  the  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  s i n g l e  

p r e c i n t  f o r  th e  s to r a g e  and  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  food .

E l e v a t i o n a l l y  T r o y e v i l l e  679, had been  s i m p l i f i e d :  th e  g a b le  end 

was l e s s  f u s s y ,  the f r e tw o rk  common in  e a r l i e r  exam ples  being  

r e p la c e d  by pseudo h a l f —tim b e r in g  - a  m o t i f  from the  Old E n g l ish  

R e v iv a l  w hich tended  to  fav o u r  b o ld e r  E n g l i s h  r u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  The 

ve rancbh  b a l  us t r a d i n g , p o s t s  and  e a v e s  d e t a i l  had a l s o  p ro b a b ly  been 

s i m p l i f i e d  in  the  same s p i r i t .

V a r i a t i o n  5: A lthough  WANDERERS VIEW 56 ( d a t e :  1897) [FIGURE

3 . 2 - 1 1 ] was n o t  a t y p i c a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  p a t t e r n  ( f o r  i t s  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  

p la n  a r ra n g e m e n t  and  some q u i r k y  d e t a i l s ) ,  i t  i s  w orthy  o f  m ention  

f o r  i t s  embodiment o f  an  id ea  which r e - o c c u r r e d  in  many o th e r  

housing  ty p e s  such a s  in  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  and  t e r r a c e d  hous ing  (from 

l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  th ro u g h  to  th e  Edwardian e r a ) .  The idea c e n t r e d  

a ro u n d  the  the  e n t r a n c e  to  the  house b e in g  one room b ack  from th e  

f r o n t  - e n t r y  th u s  b e in g  g a in e d  by moving p a s t  th e  f r o n t  and  down an 

e x t e r n a l  o r  s id e  p a s s a g e .  E f f e c t i v e l y  b i s e c t i n g  the  house l a t e r a l l y
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a s  w e l l  a s  lo n g i tu d in a l ly #  th e  r e s u l t  was a  r a t h e r  w i l f u l  

c i r c u l a t o r y  p a t t e r n ,  a l th o u g h  th e  a d v a n ta g e  s e p a r a t i n g  the  most 

p u b l i c  room —the s i t t i n g  room# from the  main body o f  th e  house# may 

w e l l  to v e  been the  m o t iv a t in g  f o r c e .

( i i )  THE DOUBLE STOREY HOUSE

We l e a r n  t h a t  in  V ic t o r i a n  Cape Town am ongst th o se  who had the 

cho ice#  the  d o u b le  s to r e y e d  house was p r e f e r e d  o v e r  the  s i n g l e  f o r  i t s  

more im posing  n a tu re  (88) .  In  Jo h an n esb u rg  how ever# the  p r o p o r t i o n  o l  

th e s e  to  s i n g l e  s to r e y  houses  was v e ry  sm a l l  - e s p e c i a l l y  in  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d .  T here  were s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s :

1 . The c o s t  o f  a d o u b le  s t o r e y  (when a  s i n g l e  would have s u f f i c e d )  

would p ro b a b ly  have seemed u n n e c e s s a ry  - s i n c e  b u i l d in g  c o s t s  in  

J o h a n n e sb u rg  were a l r e a d y  h ig h .

2 . The b u i l d in g  o f  a  doub le  s t o r e y  w i th  i t s  s l i g h t l y  more complex 

t e c h n i c a l  demands —t h a t  o f  s t a i r c a s e s  and  tem porary  su p p o r t#  p robab ly  

would n o t  have seemed w orth  th e  e f f o r t #  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  the  

s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  who would have w anted  to  b u i l d  a s  f a s t  a s  he 

c o u l d .

3 .  The doub le  s to r e y e d  lo u se  s e t  l i m i t s  on the  d e s ig n e r s  freedom to  

p la n  a t  w i l l  on the  f i r s t  f lo o r#  due to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  lo a d  

b e a r in g  w a l l s  on the  ground f l o o r  ( a l th o u g h  t h i s  was p a r t i a l l y  

overcome by the  use o f  a l i g h t w e i g h t  p a r t i t i o n i n g  c o m p ris in g  l a t h  and

p l a s t e r ) .

4 .  A lthough  s ta n d  sp ace  war g e n e r a l l y  a  l i t t l e  cram ped, i t  

p resum ab ly  was a s  bad a s  to  w a r r a n t  a d o u b le  s t o r e y .

T ie  c h o ic e  o f f e r e d  to  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r  a b o u t  w h e th e r  to  go 

f o r  an  im posing  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a e s t h e t i c  a t  the  expense  o f  th e se  

1 p a c t i c a l ' c o n s t r a i n t s #  c o u ld  n o t  have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g o n i z in g .



D e s p i t e  t h i s  to w e v e r , where t h e r e  were i n s t a n c e s  o f  the  doub le  

s t o r e y  house in  J o h a n n e s b u rg t th e  p la n  an d  o v e r a l l  form were in  a 

c o m p a ra t iv e ly  advanced  s t a t e  —u n l i k e  the  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  house w hich  van 

r e p r e s e n t e d  by a  r a n g e ,  from c ru d e  d w e l l in g s  in  e v o l u t io n  to  s l i g h t l y  

more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e x am p les .  The doub le  s t o r e y ' s  b a s i c  c r i t e r i a  were 

seldom c h a l le n g e d  to  th e  e x t e n t  the  s i n g l e  s t o r e y ' s  w ere , and  hence d id  

n o t  b e a r  a s i m i l a r  h o s t  o f  v a r i a t i o n s .  A lthough  th r e e  ty p e s  can be 

i d e n t i f i e d ,  they  s h a re  s e v e r a l  common f e a t u r e s :

1 . S e m i - p r iv a te  a r e a s  were c o n f in e d  to  th s  low er f l o o r ,  w h i l s t  th e  

upp er  l e v e l  was a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  p r i v a t e .

2. I n t e r n a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  was g e n e r a l l y  by means o f  p a s s a g e s  and n o t  

in t e r - r o o m  t r a n s m is s i o n .

3 . Most o f  th e  accommodation o c c u r r e d  under th e  main ro o f  s t r u c t u r e  

- a l t h o u g h  l e a n - t o ' s  w ere known to  o c c u r .  T h i s  was one o f  the  m ajo r 

a d v a n ta g e s  o f  the d o u b le  s t o r e y  —t h a t  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  m ajor rooms 

c o u ld  lav e  been accommotiited under the  main r o o f .

V a r ia t io n  1: As w i th  the  s i n g l e  s t o r e y ,  t h e r e  was a  b a s i c  theme 

from which s e v e r a l  v a r i a t i o n s  em erged . The p la n  once a g a in  was 

d e f in e d  by a  fou r  roomed u n i t  w i th  a c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e ,  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  

w hich  was d u p l i c a t e d  on the  upper l e v e l .  S ym m etr ica l and  

a sy m m e tr ic a l  c o m p o s i t io n s  b a se d  on the  same v a r i a t i o n  c o u ld  be found 

(asymmetry b e in g  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  th e  same d e v ic e  a s  b e f o r e ,  in  

w hich  t b 2  s i t t i n g  room (w ith  a  bedroom above)  was p u l l e d  o u t  to  the 

f r o n t  edge o f  the  v e r a n d a h ) .  I t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  a l th o u g h  

sy m m e tr ica l  houses  c o u ld  be founu in  J o h a n n e s b u rg ,  asymmetry was by 

f a r  the  most common. The d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  d e f in e d  below v a ry  in  the  

l o c a t i o n  and  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  s t a i r c a s e s :

l a :  BRAAMFONTEIN 4920 ( d a b e : 1896) [FIGURE 3 .2 - 1 2 ] .

Here the s t a i r c a s e  was t r e a t e d  a s  an  im p o r ta n t  i n t e r n a l



a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e /  by v i r t u e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was a l lo w e d  to  

occupy one o f  th e  q u a d r a n t s  co m p ris in g  th e  fo u r  p a r t  p l a n .  The open 

w e l l  l e n d s  i t  a  'g r a n d e u r '  t h a t  one m igh t e x p e c t  to  be o l i g h l y  in  

e x c e s s  o f  a house t h i s  s i z e / b u t  fo r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  

e n t r a n c e  t o l l .  The d r e s s i n g  room above t h i s  a r e a  i s  a t r a i t  common 

to  many l a t e  V ic t o r : a n  d o u b le  s t o r e y  p la n  ty p e s .  The s e r v i c e  wing 

a l th o u g h  n o t  accommocbfed under a  l e a n - t o ;  v e s  k e p t  from prom inence 

by means o f  a  s m a l le r  s c a l e d  p i t c h e d  r o o f  and  b e in g  o f  n a rro w er  

w id th .  The house though  sm a ll  in  a r e a  and  room num ber/ was loaded  

w i th  r e f e r e n c e s  ( in  t i t e l  o n l y ) to  a l i f e s t y l e  p e rh a p s  a l i t t l e  

beyond i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s '  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g ;  i te m s  such  a s  th e  n u r s e r y ,  

the  s tu d y ,  th e  l a r g e  a r e a  g iv e n  o v e r  to  th e  s t a i r / t o l l v a y  and  the 

abundance o f  f i r e p l a c e s .  The e l e v a t i o n a l  c o m p o s i t io n  how ever, does  

n o t  m a in ta in  th e  same i n t e n s i t y  o f  p r e te n o e .  A lthough  asymmetry was 

q u i t e  a c c e p t a b l e ,  h e re  the  c o m p o s i t i o n ' s  te c h n iq u e  (m a in ly  due to  

i t s  s l e n d e r  an d  r a t h e r  c rude  v e r t i c a l ! t y )  smacks a  l i t t l e  o f  a 

t y p i c a l  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house u n i t  ( h a l f  a s e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u s e ) .  Of 

c o u r s e  a t t e m p t s  a t  d i s g u i s e  were made -m o s t  n o t a b ly  th e  h ipped  r o o f ,  

a l th o u g h  d e t a i l  p la y s  i t s  p a r t  a s  w e l l  - b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s ,  and  a 

coco phony o f  p la s t e r w o r k  d e t a i l s  —which was a l l  c a l c u l a t e d  to  c r e a t e  

an  a i r  o f  w e a l th  and  in d e p en d en ce .  The bay window and th e  pedim ented  

l i n t e l  above th e  window on th e  f i r s t  f l o o r  assum ed a d i s t i n c t l y  

c l a s s i c a l  f l a v o u r  -a  s t e p  in  i c o n ic  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  w hich b e g in s  to  

h e r a l d  the  dem ise o f  th e  s im p le  v e r n a c u la r  a p p ro a c h  -e v e n  those  o f  

a s y m m e tr ic a l  d i s p o s i t i o n .  With an  in c r e a s in g  e x p o su re  to  such 

o s t e n t a t i o n ,  a  t a s t e  fo r  e x h i b i t i o n i s m  am ongst th e  po p u lace  became 

i n e v i t a b l e  -a  s n o w b a ll in g  r e s p e c t  f o r  p a s t i c h e  was b e in g  c u l t i v a t e d  

under  the  l i c e n c e  o f  f a s h io n a b le  d o m e s t i c i t y .

l b :  JOHANNESBURG 4863-66 ( d a t e :  1897) [FIGIPE 3 .2 - 1 3 ] .

A



In  p l a n ,  th e  s t a i r c a s e  f i l l s  th e  vo id  l e f t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  the  

d raw ing  room b e in g  s h i f t e d  to  th e  f r o n t  l i n e  o f  the  v e ran d a h .

A lthough  the  s t a i r c a s e ' s  p re s e n c e  s l i g h t l y  d i s t o r t s  the q u a d r a n t  

a r r a n g e m e n t ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  r e c o g n i s e a b l e .  The e n t e r t a i n i n g  rooms were 

l o c a t e d  n e x t  to  eac h  o t h e r  and  w ere i n t e r  l e a d i n g .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  

the  f i r e p l a c e s  in  th e se  two rooms g iv e s  some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how they  

would be u s e d ;  the  d raw ing  room f o r  i n s t a n c e  has i t s  f i r e p l a c e  in  

the  c o r n e r  -w h ich  s u g g e s t s  th e  f u r n i t u r e  would have been g a th e r e d  

a ro u n d  i t  and  n o t  t h r u s t  a g a i n s t  the  w a l l s  in  a  s t r i c t l y  r e c t i l i n e a r  

way; th e  d in in g  room ( s t i l l  the  l a r g e s t  room on th e  f l o o r )  on the  

o t h e r  hand, more p r e d i c t a b l y  had a c e n t r a l i s e d  f i r e p l a c e #  a s  the 

f u r n i t u r e  a r ra n g e m e n t  was l i m i t e d  by th e  r a t h e r  r i g i d  d i c t a t e s  o f  a 

d in in g  room t a b l e .  By hav ing  th e s e  rooms i n t e r l e a d i n g  and  w ith  the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  s t a i r  betw een the  k i t c h e n  and  s tu d y ,  a l l  the  

b e n e f i t s  o f  the  s h a re d  f l u e  seem s to  have been i o r e s a k e n .  The t o i l e t  

was somewhat u n u s u a l ly  a t t a c h e d  to  the  house (b e in g  n o rm a l ly  a 

s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y ) ,  and  w h i l s t  on the  g round  f l o o r ,  a c c e s s  was s t i l l  

n o t  d i r e c t l y  th rough  th e  house ,  the  u p p e r  l e v e l  however w as. A 

• s h a f t '  has been d e s ig n e d ,  the  bottom  o f  which p ro b a b ly  housed a  

p a i l .

The e l e v a t i o n  bore  nuny u n re s o lv e d  d e t a i l s ;  The bay window on the  

main g a b le  was backed by a r e c t a n g u l a r  'F r e n c h '  t u r r e t ,  w hich due to  

i t s  f a i l u r e  to  be acknow ledged in  p l a n ,  Lacked a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r c e  in  

e l e v a t i o n ,  a p p e a r in g  much a s  an  a f t e r t h o u g h t .  The r u l i n g  in  the  

p l a s t e r  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s )  was a common l e t - o u t  

f o r  l a r g e  b la n d  s t r e t c h e s  o f  w a l l  which w e r e n ' t  do ing  a s  busy a jo b  

a s  th e  f r o n t  facade  -a  d e v ic e  u sed  in  th e  1870 ' s  ill o th e r  r e g io n s  

such  a s  the  J a p e ,  and t h i s  i n s t a n c e  was supp lem en ted  w i th  dummy 

windows. C o m p o s . . t io n a lly  the  whole a l l u d e d  to  a k in d  o f  n e rv o u s



d ia g o n a l  symmetry, w hich  a l a s  w a s n ' t  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  - b e t r a y e d  

m a in ly  by th e  p re d o m in a n t ly  f r o n t a l  a s p e c t  ( t h e  v e ran d a h  and  the  

d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l  b e in g  l i m i t e d  to  one fa c e  and  n o t  r e t u r n i n g  down 

the  a d j a c e n t  f l a n k ) .  To be f a i r ,  the  p la n  type  was in  i t s  in f a n c y .  

Most o f  the  e l e v a t i o n s  1 c lu m s in e s s  however, t a k e s  a f t e r  the  

immoderate and  bu lky  d e t a i l i n g  o f  the  'N o tched  S t y l e '  - a  g r o t e s q u e l y  

e x a g g e ra te d  form o f  c a r p e n t e r  g o t h i c .

1904) [FIGURE 3 .2 - 1 4 ] ,  As w i th  v a r i a t i o n  l b ,  th e  s t a i r c a s e  was 

s i t u a t e d  between rooms, w h i l s t  the  o v e r a l l  p la n  s t i l l  r e c o g n i s e d  the  

two by two room fo rm a t .  The s t a i r  and p a s sa g e  were l o c a t e d  on a x i s  

d e f i n i n g  a f a r  s im p le r  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n  th an  the  f o r m e r ' s  'L '  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  One o f  th e  bedrooms was to  oe found on the lower 

l e v e l ,  w hich was u n u su a l  (m ost p ro b a b ly  a  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i re m e n t  o f  

the  c l i e n t ) ,  b u t  w hich c o u ld  b t  seen  in  the  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  a s  a room 

f u n c t io n  t t o t  was i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e .  The e l a b o r a t e  sy stem  o f  e x t e r i o r  

s t a i r w a y s  an d  p a s s a g e s  p ro b a b ly  s e rv e d  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t  c i r c u l a t i o n  

f o r  e i t h e r  l o d g e r s ,  o r  (more l i k e l y ) ,  s e r v a n t s  - s o  a s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  

the  minimum c o n t a c t  between l o d g e r / s e r v a n t  and  in m ate .

C o m p o s i t io n a l ly  the  house was s t i l l  u n i - d i r e c t i v n a l #  em bracing  

the  ro a d  edge o n ly ,  w h i l s t  the  e l e v a t i o n s  showed s i g n s  o f  a e s t h e t i c  

p r o g r e s s ;  p l a s t e r  work h id  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  f a l l e n  away b e in g  l i m i t e d  

o n ly  to  window s u r ro u n d s  and  s i l l s  -e v e n  the  q u c in in g  was e x p re s s e d  

in  b r ic k w o rk ;  a n d ,  the  use  o f  s a s h  windows was c o n f in e d  to  the  s i d e s  

and  back ,  w h i l s t  the  ca se m e n ts  (which we. 3 by t h i s  time coming back 

i n t o  f a s h i o n ) ,  were u sed  on the  f r o n t  f a c a d e .  The d e c o r a t i v e  t im ber  

work a ro u n d  the  v e ran d a h  was however, e s s e n t i a l l y  V i c t o r i a n .

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 1 5 ] .  The g round  f l o o r  p la n  was once a g a in  a  d i s t o r t e d

l c :  -A sym m etrica l  s ch o o l  -BRAAMFONTEIN 5059 ( d a te :

- S y n m e t r ic a l  s c h o o l  -KENSINGTON 1029-30 ( d a t e :  1904)



q u a d r a n t ,  w hich a p p e a r s  to  have been done f o r  th e  sake o f  c r e a t i n g  a 

back v e ran d a h  (v ag u e ly  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  an  a sy m m e tr ic a l  v i l l a  f a c in g  

b a c k w a rd s ! ) The s t a i r c a s e  was l o c a t e d  in  the  l i n e  o f  c i r c u l a t i o n  

p a s s in g  from f r o n t  to  b ack .  The upper l e v e l s '  movement p a t t e r n  

however, was a b o u t  a c o re  w h ich  in  tu rn  was su r ro u n d ed  by rooms 

- t h i s  d e v ic e  was n o rm a l ly  employed in  s i t u a t i o n s  where th e  h o u s e ' s  

d im e n s io n s  b o th  l a t e r a l l y  and  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  took  the  form o f  two 

rooms w i th  a  m idd le  p a s s a g e .  However, becau se  th e  rooms w ere l a rg e  

on th e  g round f l o o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  a p p ly ,  a l th o u g h  on the  

upper  l e v e l  irany more s m a l le r  rooms were accom odated  (due to  s tu d d  

p a r t i t i o n i n g )  and the  ' c o r e '  c i r c u l a t o r y  p a t t e r n  was f a c i l i t a t e d  . 

Th? V ic t o r i a n  s o c i a l  h a b i t  o f  u s in g  the  d in in g  room a s  a p la c e  f o r  

g a t h e r i n g ,  he i t  f a m i ly  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  was a g a in  e x e m p l i f i e d  by the  

c o m p a ra t iv e ly  l a r g e r  s i z e  o f  d in in g  room to  draw ing  room. The 

d raw ing  room was l e n t  added  s t a t u s  by a s e r i e s  o f  fo rm al a r c h e s  

e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the  f i r e p l a c e .

A lthough  the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  tended  to  symmetry, t h i s  was thrown 

by th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  w id th  o f  the  d in in g  and  draw ing rooms on the  

ground  f l o o r , and  the  uneven d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  rooms on the  upper 

l e v e l .  The s t r o n g  g a b l e s  and  th e  u n i f y in g  a e s t h e t i c  the  'o u b le  

s to r e y e d  v erandah  r i g h t  a c r o s s  the f r o n t  o f  the  b u i l d in g  o f f e r e d ,  

masked th e s e  minor d e v i a t i o n s .  U n like  an  a sy m m e tr ic a l  f r o n ta g e  in  

w h ich  a p r o t r u d in g  bay p ro v id e d  a s t o p  end to  a v e ran d ah  ru n ,  the  

sy m m e tr ica l  f r o n ta g e  h id  n o th in g  b u t  i t s  o u te r  p a r a m e te r s .  T ie  

v e ran d a h  c?n t i e  r e  f o r e  be seen  to  be an  a lm o s t  s e p a r a t e  e le m e n t  t h a t  

was a p p l i e d  to  the  fa c e  o f  a n o t h e r  - t h e  a r t i s t i c  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

d e r iv e d  from weaving and  i n t e r l o c k i n g  the  two e le m e n ts  (house and 

v e ra n d a h )  t o g e th e r  .‘n to  a c o m p o s i t io n a l  whole (su ch  a s  in  the  

a s y m m e tr ic a l  h o u s e ) was r e a l l y  n o t  an  o p t i o n . The o u t e r  o r  f i n i s h i n g



ed g e s  o f  the  v e ran d a h  r o o f  t h e r e f o r e , q u i t e  o f t e n  t a p e r e d .  Once 

a g a in  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  f e n e s t r a t i o n  were mixed to g e th e r  - a l t h o u g h  

a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  s o r t s  can  be d e t e c t e d .  On th e  f r o n t  facade  th e  

p r im ary  rooms (d raw ing  an d  d in in g  rooms) ha^ casem ents#  w h i l s t  the 

s eco n d a ry  rooms (bedrooms) had s a s h e s  - t h e  two mixed to g e th e r  on Uie 

adiue f a c e  d i s p l a y s  a l a c k  o f  c o n v ic t io n #  d i s p l a y i n g  the p e r io d  

w i th in  the  h o u s e ' s  h i s t o r y  o f  a e s t h e t i c  ch a n g e .  The c i .sement windows 

were th e m se lv e s  a  m ix tu re  o f  e l e m e n ts  from d i f f e r e n t  o r ig i n s #  the  

upper s e c t i o n  com prised  p a n e l s  o f  sm a l l  panes  (a t y p i c a l l y  Queen 

Anne d e t a i l )  and  a  m id -p a n e l  w hich owed much to  th e  f r e n c h  door and  

s id e  l i g h t  e l e m e n t .  A lthough  t h i s  house was s i t u a t e d  on a  l a r g e  

s t a n d  (two 5 0 ' x !0 0 '  s t a n d s ) ,  and  had much sp ace  a b o u t  i t ,  i t  was 

s t i l l  s t r i c t l y  f r o n t a l  o r  u n i - d i r e c t i o n a l  - a  t y p i c a l l y  V ic t o r i a n  

t r a i t .  P l a s t e r  q u o in in g  was c o n f in e d  to  a ro u n d  th e  f r o n t  windows and

ed g es  o f  the b u i l d i n g .

Id :  A ll  p r e v io u s l y  m entioned  sy m m e tr ica l  and  

a sy m m e tr ic a l  v a r i a t i o n s  have been s t r i c t l y  f r o n t a l .  However# 

asymmetry r e a l l y  o n ly  f i n d s  i t s  t r u e  f*3'  e in  th e  th r e e  d im e n s io n a l  

v o lu m e tr i c  i n t e r p l a y  o f  exam ples  such  a s  the  d i a g o n a l ly  sym m etr ica l  

house# and  th o se  o f  p i c tu r e s q u e  p r o c l i v i t y  ( s e e  v a r i a t i o n  3 ) .  What 

p re c e d e s  th e s e  a r e  m ere ly  ' f l a t '  to y s  w hich d o n ' t  f u l l y  g r a s p  i t s  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  The o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  the p la n  o f  JEPPESTOWN 1476-1477 

( d a t e :  c i r c a  1904) [ FIGURE 3 .2 -1 6 ]  d i d n ' t  g r e a t l y  c h a l l e n g e  the 

p a t t e r n  o f  w hat has a l r e a d y  been d e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  how t h i s  p a t t e r n  was 

m a n ip u la te d  ( w h i l s t  s t i l l  rem a in in g  r e c o g n i s e a b l e ) , h id  c o n seq u en c es  

t m t  g r e a t l y  enhanced  th e  a r t e f a c t s *  u l t i m a t e  c o m p le x i ty .  The d in in g  

room i n s t e a d  o f  keep ing  in  l i n e  w i th  the  d raw ing  room (by e x te n d in g  

lo n g i tu d in a l  l y  b a c k w a rd s , , was swung o u t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y ,  so  t h a t  a 

'n i c h e '  was c r e a t e d  in  w hich th e  draw ing  room and  the  encom passing



v e ra n d a h  c o u ld  couch .  T h is  form had i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  in  the  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y  house ( s e e  TROYEVILLE 679 [FIGURE 3 .2 - 1 0 ] )  which p o s s e s s e d  a 

s i m i l a r  r o o f s c a p e .  A lthough  th e  draw ing shows the  upper l e v e l  w i th  

o n ly  t h r e e  bedrooms - a  q u a r t e t  o f  the 'q u a d r a n t '  b e in g  ab se n t#  

su b se q u en t a e r i a l  p ho tog raphy  shows (89) t h i s  v a s  e v e n t u a l l y  made 

w hole .

The e l e v a t i o n s  d i s p la y e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  ( o f .  e a r l i e r  

exam ples)  such a s  f a c e b r i c k  w i th  p l a s t e r  q u o in in g  , window s i l l s  and  

h ead s .  The g a b le -e n d  d e c o r a t i o n  w i th  i t s  mock h a l f  t im b e r in g  was 

r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  Old E n g l is h  r e v i v a l .  The v e ra n d a h  d e t a i l i n g  ( a s  drawn 

- a l t h o u g h  i t  r a y  nev er  have been l i k e  t h i s )  made use  o f  t im b e r  on 

the  g round  f l o o r  and w hat a p p e a r s  to  be e i t h e r  c a s t  o r  w rought i ro n  

on the  upper l e v e l  - s i g n s  o f  a s l i g h t l y  w e a l t h i e r  ow ner. The windows 

on th e  g a b le  w i th  t h e i r  upper p a n e l s  d iv i d e d  i n t o  s m a l le r  pan es  were 

o f  the  Queen Anne r e v i v a l .

V a r ia t io n  2: The house on a c o r n e r  s t a n d  a lw ay s  h id  

the  problem  o f  f r o n t a l  d u i l i t y .  A lthough  i t  o f t e n  p r e s e n te d  two 

'g o o d ' f a c e s  to  b o th  s t r e e t  ed g e s  by means o f  a d ia g o n a l  sy m m e tr ica l  

c o m p o s i t io n  ( a s  d i s c u s s e d  under v a r i a t i o n  2 d ) ,  o t h e r  a p p ro a c h e s  were 

d e v i s e d .  NARSHALLSTOWN 832 ( d a t e :  1894) [FIGURE 3 .2 -1 7 ]  b e in g  

'L ' - s h a p e d  h id  two 'w i n g s ' ,  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  which eschewed the  

u n i - d i r e c t i o n a l  b o x - l i k e  q u a l i t y  which t y p i f i e d  the  q u a d ra n t  house .  

U n like  th e  d i a g o n a l ly  sy m m e tr ica l  house (w hich  e v e n t u a l l y  became to  

<i used i n d i s c r  m in a te ly  on a l l  s ta n d  t y p e s ) ,  the  'L ' - s h a p e d  p l a n ' s  

use in  l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  t im e s  was c o n f in e d  to  c o r n e r  s i t e s  (more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  5 0 'x 5 0 '  s t a n d s ) .

The e x t e r i o r  o f  M arsh a lls to w n  832 was t r e a t e d  in  q u i t e  an  

u n c l u t t e r e d  manner w i th  s t r o n g  c le a n  g a b l e s ,  a l l  in  p l a s t e r .  The one 

'd o rm e r s '  p i t c h  s u g g e s te d  a h i n t  o f  g o t h i c  r e v i v a l ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was



e l e g a n t l y  u n d e r s t a t e d .  The whole p o s s e s s  th e  s t r i p p e d  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  

e a r l y  p a t t e r n  book t o u s e s .  Only two and fo u r  pane s a s h e s  a r e  used  

( p a i r e d  on one o f  the g a b le  ends)  which was p ro b a b ly  a hangover o f  

an  id ea  d ev e lo p ed  s l i g h t l y  b e fo re  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  t im e .

V a r ia t io n  3: The id ea  o f  e n t e r i n g  the  house down the  

s id e  w i th  th e  f r o n t  door one room b eh in d  th e  o u t e r  fa c e  o f  th e  house 

has a l r e a d y  been m en tio n ed .  C l e a r l y  in  URAAMPUNTEIN cn r .D e  KDRTE & 

HARRISON STREET ( d a t e :  1898) [FIGURE 3 .2 -1 8 ]  where t h i s  p la n n in g  

d e v ic e  was u se d ,  s i m p l i c i t y  and  t i d i n e s s  o f  p la n  were c l e a r l y  

shunned . In  t h i s  exam ple , the  c h o ic e  o f  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n  and  i t s  

e f f e c t  in  f rag m e n tin g  th e  p la n  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  p i c tu r e s q u e  

c a u s e .  The main ro o f  s t r u c t u r e  d id  hov v e r  a  two by two room

p la n ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was g r o s s l y  d i s t o r t s  /  o f  the  a c c e p te d  t r a i t s

o f  con tem porary  p la n n in g  a r ra n g e m e n t  were c h a l le n g e  fo r  in s tn a c e  

the  p o s i t i o n  o f  the f r o n t  d o o r ,  w hich i n s t e a d  o f  xnq couched n e x t  

to  one o f  th e  two g a b l e s ,  s a t  o u t s i d e  the  /o l i i in e t r ic  e n c la v e  (which 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  ctefined a normal d i a g o n a l l y  sy m m e tr ica l  h o u s e ) , under 

th e  t u r r e t ;  and  the d in in g  room was n o t  accom odated  w i th i n  the  

doub le  s to r e y e d  ' c o r e '  o f  the  house bu t  t r e a t e d  under a s e p a r a t e  

r o o f ,  a lm o s t  a s  an  in t e r m e d ia r y  b e tw ix t  the  main house and  the  

s e r v i c e  rooms, under the  l e a n - t o  a t  the  back! The e l e v a t i o n s  bo re  

V en e tian  g o t h i c  window h ead s ,  and  the t r e a tm e n t  o f  the  w a l l  p la n e ,  

r a t h e r  u n u s u a l ly  fo r  Jo h an n esb u rg  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  combined f a c e b r i c k  

w i th  p l a s t e r  c o r n i c e s  and  q u o in s .  The v e ran d ah  p a r t i a l l y  w rapped 

a round  th r e e  s i d e s  (p e rh a p s  a !\aI f —baked c o n c e p t  eirwinat in g  f»om tlio 

v e randah  h o u s e . )

A lthough  n o t  a t y p i c a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  ty p e ,  t h i s  example p o se s  a s  a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the  many houses  which made use o f  con tem porary

*



p la n n in g  d e v i c e s  and  c o m p o s i t io n a l  t e c h n iq u e s  b u t  w hich d e fy  more 

s p e c i f i c  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n .

B. THE TERRACE HOUSE

The row and  t e r r a c e  house tended  to  be a  housing  form w hich c a t e r e d  

more f o r  the  lo w er-m id d le  and  w orking  c l a s s e s .  The sumptuous t r i p l e  

s t o r e y  E n g l i s h  townhouses m eant f o r  the  upper m i d d l e - c l a s s e s  and 

c o n t a in in g  a s  much accommodation a s  a d e ta c h e d  house , were n ever  b u i l t  in  

J o h a n n e s b u rg .  The t e r r a c e  was e x p l o i t e d  a s  a q u ic k ,  economic s o l u t i o n  to  

the demand f o r  accommodation d u r in g  the  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  

e x i s t e n c e .  T e r ra c e  houses  were ' . . . i d e a l  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

o f f e r i n g  maximum r e t u r n s  fo r  minimum o u t l a y .  Thiese b u i l d i n g s  were 

i n v a r i a b l y  e r e c t e d  fo r  r e n t a l  p u r p o s e s '  ( 9 0 ) .

The fo rm at o f  a  t e r r a c e d  house p r e s e n t s  s e v e r a l  p rob lem s: 1. A ccess to  

the  back  -a n  im p o r ta n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s in c e  sewage v a s  c o l l e c t e d  from the 

o u t b u i l d i n g s  a lo n g  the  hack boun d ary .  T h i s  was overcome in  a r e a s  such  a s  

B ra a m fo n te in , W anderers View (and  l a t e r  H il lb ro w )  by the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

s a n i t a r y  l a n e s  which ran  lengthiways down some e a r l y  Jo h an n esb u rg  b lo c k s .  

N o tab le  e x c e p t io n s  where t e r r a c e  houses  were common and no l a n e s  e x i s t e d ,  

in c lu d e  F e r r e i r a s  Town, F o rd sb u rg ,  Jeppes tow n  and  D o o rn fo n te in  - i n  which 

c a s e  a  p a s sa g e  down one s id e  and  p a r t  way a lo n g  thie back was a l lo w e d  f o r .  

A ccess  was then  by means o f  a s e r i e s  o f  g a t e s  between i t  and the  hack 

y a r d s  o f  the  h o u ses .  The o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  was a s a n i t a r y  ' t u n n e l '  

a c c e s s i b l e  from the  f r o n t ,  w hich was u s u a l l y  g iv e n  some form o f  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e x p r e s s io n  ( s e e  WANDERERS VIEW 81-92 [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 2 9 ] ) .  2. 

Because the  t y p i c a l  u n i t  was henined in  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  l i g h t  c o u ld  on ly  

be o b ta in e d  from f r o n t  and back  -w hich  meant the  main body o f  the  u n i t  

c o u ld  o n ly  be two rooms d eep .  The s e r v i c e  rooms were th u s  s t r u n g  o u t  

b eh in d  (known a s  a tu n n e lb a c k ) ,  which becau se  th ey  were u s u a l l y  o n ly  one 

room wide and  o f  a much n a r ro w er  g i r t h  a l lo w e d  l i g h t  i n t o  th e  seconu



range  o f  rooms.

The s i n g l e  s t o r e y  t e r r a c e  house was more common than  th e  double  

s t o r e y ,  w hich was p ro b a b ly  due to  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  t e r r a c e  was used  in  

an  a lm o s t  ' t e m p o r a r y '  o r  ' t r a n s i t o r y '  c a p a c i t y  - a s  a s t e p p i n g  s to n e  to  

som eth ing  b ig g e r  and ( p r e f e r a b l y )  d e ta c h e d .  The ty p e s  found in  

Jo h an n esb u rg  had s i m i l a r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  Cape Town.

( i )  SINGLE STOREY

a . )  One room wide

The s im p le  one room wide t e r r a c e  house ( o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  to  in  

m anuals  and  handbooks on h o us ing  a s  ' l a b o u r e r s '  c o t t a g e s ' ) ,  was a  

b a s i c  and  ' p r i m i t i v e '  form o f  acconm xx ti t ion . One u n i t  u s u a l l y  o n ly  

co m p rised  2 -3  ( i n t e r l e a d i n g ) rooms w hich was a l s o  somewh . 

ru d im e n ta ry  in  e x t e r n a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  hav ing  l i t t l e  o r  no e l e v a t i o n a l  

e m b e l l i s h m e n t .  They o c c u r r e d  in  l o t s  o f  t h r e e  o r  more ( q u i t e  o f t e n  

in  m u l t i p l e s  o f  t h r e e ) ,  w i th  l i t t l e  v i s u a l  o r  s p e c i a l  r e l i e f .

V a r ia t io n  1: B as ic  fo rm a t  -FORDSBURG 246 ( d a t e :  1896) [FIGURE

3 .2 - 1 9 ] .  A g roup  o f  th r e e  u n i t s ,  one room wide was a  common 

phenomenon, a s  i t  was a s  much a s  a 50 ' w ide s ta n d  c o u ld  acco  a te  

( in c l u d in g  i t s  s id e  s a n i t a r y  p a s s a g e ) .  In  t h i s  example in  o r d e r  to  

be a b l e  to  f i t  more rooms le n g th w a y s ,  th e  two back u n i t s  have had 

t h e i r  w id th s  d e c re a se d  so t h a t  l i g h t  c o u ld  have re a c h e d  the  m idd le  

room. The verandah  in  f r o n t  was b u t  a nod to  d o m e s t ic  custom , a s  i t  

was so narrow , t h i t  a t  b e s t  i t  would m e re ly  have s h e l t e r e d  a pe rso n  

a t  the  f r o n t  door from the  r a i n .  The g a b l e t s  s e t  i n t o  the  ro o f  above 

th e  verandah  were s i m i l a r l y  token  g e s t u r e s  to  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  a b s e n t  

i n d i v i d u a l i t y .

V a r i a t i o n  2: B as ic  fo rm a t  w i th  p as sa g e  -FORDSBURG 609-610 ( d a t e :  

1897) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 2 0 ] ,  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  p a ssag e  in  any housing  

type  (be i t  t e r r a c e  o r  f r e e  s t a n d i n g ) ,  was a  tr ium ph  f o r  the  p r iv a c y

 .......... %...... . . t  1 r  *A



Page 138

im p u lse ,  and  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  must be se e n  to  be an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  an  

in c r e a s e  (no m a t te r  how s l i g h t )  in  d e g re e  o f  s t a t u s .  The f u n c t i o n s  

o f  the  rooms in  t h i s  exam ple were a  l i t t l e  more c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  a s  

compared to  the  form er -  f o r  i n s t a n c e  the  room n e x t  to  the  k i t c h e n ,  

( a l th o u g h  mer '  l a b e l l e d  'ro o m ')  has  a  s i m i l a r  geography by v i r t u e  

and  i t s  co m p ara tiv e  s i z e  and  l o c a t i o n  to  the  d in i n g  room in  th e  

d e ta c h e d  house -a  f u n c t i o n  which i t  u n d o u b ta b ly  perform ed  ( a l th o u g h  

i t  p ro b a b ly  s e rv e d  a s  a  bedroom a s  w e l l ) .  The s a n i t a r y  p assag e  

c i r c u m n a v ig a te s  the  g ro u p  in  a n e a t  m ig ra t io n  t h a t  would have 

g la d d e n e d  the  h e a r t  o f  any  sewage c o l l e c t o r  a s  c u l - d e - s a c s  were 

o f t e n  h i s  l o t .

C o m p o s it io n a l  and  E l e v a t i o n a l  V a r i a t i o n s  . - 'N o th in g  a p p e a r s  on 

t e r r a c e  houses  which i s  un ique  to  them, b u t  th e  r e p e t i t i o n  a lo n g  a 

s t r e e t ,  and  the  v a r i a t i o n s  upon a theme w hich can be be o b se rv e d  in  

a  b r i e f  w alk , b r in g  them i n t o  prominence* ( 9 1 ) .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  a 

t e r r a c e  g roup  i s  made d i s t i n c t i v e  by the  p re s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  

o b t r u s i v e  and  m andatory  f i r e w a l l s .  To bestow  c o m p o s i t io n a l  u n i t y  on 

a g roup  t h e r e f o r e ,  would have been a ta s k  t h a t  in v o lv e d  a modicum o f  

d e c e p t io n  ( i n  the  manner t h a t  e m b e ll i sh m e n t  d e c e iv e s  r a t h e r  than  by 

som eth ing  more fundam en ta l such a s  s t r u c t u r e ) .  In BURGERStXDRP 

646-647 ( d a t e :  1898) [FIGURE 3 .2 -2 1 ]  fo r  exam ple ,  an  endeavour  to  

le n d  a  soupcon o f  g ra n d e u r  and u n i t y  to  a row, by h i g h l i g h t i n g  the  

end  and  c e n t r e  b a y s ,  by means o f  g a b l e s  was made. Of c o u r s e  th o se  

u n i t s  d i r e c t l y  beh ind  th e s e  minor c e l e b r a t i o n s  were no d i f f e r e n t  to  

any  o t h e r  - i t  was b u t  an  a c t  o f  d e c e i t .  FORDSBURG 220 ( d a t e :  1896) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 -2 2 ]  on th e  o t h e r  hand was a f a r  humbler s e t ,  and  

c o n s id e r a b ly  more s u b t l e .  The m idd le  u n i t  was s e t  back from i t s  

n e ig h b o u rs ,  th e re b y  c r e a t i n g  an e n t r a n c e  ve ran d ah  t l i a t  v#s  common to  

a l l  t h r e e  -a  t i g h t n e s s  o f  d e s ig n  la c k in g  in  most s p e c u l a t i v e

A
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ex am p les  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The two s id e  u n i t s  were g a b le -e n d e d  w i th o u t  

s t r a i n i n g  to  c l e v e r .  The whole lo o k s  e f f o r t l e s s l y  b a la n c e d  

w i th o u t  p r e t e n s i o n ;  s t r u c t u r a l  h o n es ty  -no  d e c e i t ,

b . ) 2 rooms wide

A lthough  th o se  u n i t s  o f  a two roomed w id th  were o f  a  s l i g h t l y  

more s a l u b r i o u s  n a t u r e ,  the m o t iv a t io n  f o r  im plem en ting  t h i s  'd o u b le  

f r o n t e d '  fo rm at i s  a  l i t t l e  u n c l e a r :  S in ce  th e y  n o rm a l ly  o c c u r r e d  in  

l o t s  o f  fo u r  b u i l t  o v e r  two s t a n d s ,  to  have o p te d  f o r  two p a i r s  o f  

s e m i - d e ta c te d  houses  may have seemed a more a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

s o l u t i o n .  However, th e  s t o r e d  w a l l in g  and  the  b e n e f i t  o f  s e r v i c e  

c o n t i n u i t y  was q u i t e  p ro b a b ly  a  c o s t  s a v in g  w hich swung the 

d e c i s i o n .

V a r i a t i o n  1: A lthough  on c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  each  u n i t  o f  

JOHANNESBURG 970-971 ( d a t e :  1896) [FIGURE 3 .2 -2 3 ]  c o n ta in e d  a s  much 

accommodation a s  a t y p i c a l  u n i t  in  PORDSBURG 246 [FIGURE 3 .2 -1 9 ]

( s e e  p re c e d in g  s e c t i o n  on one roomed wide u n i t s ) , i t  was o r g a n is e d  

in  a  f a r  more f l e x i b l e  and d i s t i n c t i v e  iran n e r . However, t h i s  s e r i e s  

r e p r e s e n t s  the  most b a s ic  o f  the  2 room wide u n i t  ty p e ,  which was 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by the  in te r - r o o m  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n  an d  the  ab sen ce  

o f  a  s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e  wing (w hich would to v e  to d  a t  l e a s t  a p a n t r y ) . 

S m all c o n c e s s io n s  to  co m fo r t  were trade w i th  the  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a 

f i r e p l a c e  to  the  k i t c h e n  -w h ich  p ro b a b ly  would tove  been  used a s  a 

d in i n g  r o o m / s i t t i r .y  room/bedroom a s  w e l l .  Once a g a in  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

o f  th e  facad e  to n g s  from th e  s t r a l l  p i t c h e d  g a b l e t  o v e r  the  f r o n t  

d o o r .  A u n i t ' s  i d e n t i t y  w is  d e f in e d  by the s y n r i e t r i c a l  co m p o s i t io n  

o f  i t s  f r o n ta g e  - t h e  door b e in g  h e ld  in  p o s i t i o n  by f l a n k in g  s a s h  

windows - n o t  l i k e  th e  s i n g l e  roomed u n i t ' s  c o m p o s i t io n ,  where one 

u n i t  r e l i e d  on the  handing o f  the  n e x t  fo r  ' v i s u a l  c o m p l e t i o n ' .

V a r i a t i o n  2: The v a r i a t i o n s  m entioned  j n t h i s  s e c t i o n  a l l



a d a p te d  d e ta c h e d  house p la n  form s in  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  t y p i c a l  u n i t s  -w h ich  have c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  b o th  Uie 

sy m m e tr ica l  and a s y m m e tr ic a l  s c h o o l s .  Some o f  the  a d a p t io n s  in c lu d e  

th e  o b v io u s  e x c lu s io n  o f  windows in  the  s id e  v a i l s ,  and  the  

r e - o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  the  s e r v i c e  s t r i p  ( fo rm e r ly  l o c a t e d  l a t e r a l l y  

a lo n g  the  back o f  th e  house under a l e a n - t o )  to  s u i t  the  tu n n e lb ack  

f o r m a t .

-S y m m e tr ica l  s c h o o l .  The room and p assag e  

a r ra n g e m e n t  in  the  t y p i c a l  u n i t  o f  JOHANNESBURG 46 ( d a t e :  1897) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 -2 4 ]  was based  on the  d e ta c h e d  house type w hich v e s  

d i s c u s s e d  under V a r i a t i o n  2: sy m m e tr ica l  sch o o l  ( see  BOOYSENS 136 

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 6 ] ) .  Note how in  t h i s  example the  l a s t  u n i t  ( a g a i n s t  the  

s a n i t a r y  p a ssa g e )  was t r e a t e d  to  a hip# w h i l s t  the  u n i t  a t  the  o t h e r  

e x t r e m i t y  (o b v io u s ly  r i g h t  a g a i n s t  an  a d j a c e n t  s t a n d ) had a 

f i r e w a l l .

-A sym m etrica1 s c h o o l .  BRAAMFONTEIN 5031 ( d a t e :  

1895) [FIGURE 3 .2 - 2 5 ] ,  The p la n  was b ased  on the  d e t e c t e d  house type 

w hich was d i s c u s s e d  under V a r i a t i o n  2a :  a sy m m e tr ic a l  s ch o o l 

( BRAAMFONTEIN 5045 [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 7 ] ) .  The r e l a t i v e l y  e x p en s iv e  

q u a s i - t u r r e t  a t  t i e  end o f  e a c h  p r o t r u d i n g  wing (a s  opposed  to  the  

more c o n v e n t io n a l  g a b le  and  accom panying bay window t r e a t m e n t ) , vras 

an  d e v ic e  u s u a l l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  more e x t e n s i v e  h o u se s .  T ie  use  o f  

f r e n c h  d o o rs  on t i e  f r o n t  fac a d e  was p ro b a b ly  a m easure taken  to  

a d m it  a s  much l i g h t  a s  p o s s i b l e  to  t i e  tooms b eh in d  t i e  v e ran d a h  

( t h e  o r d in a r y  s a s h  would p ro b ab ly  have la d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  a r e a ) . .  The 

end  u n i t  c e l e b r a t e d  the  c o r n e r  w i th  a f u l l  and  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t i v e  

'o g e e '  t u r r e t ,  w i th  the  i n t e n s i t y  o f  e l e v a t i o n a l  e m b e ll ish m e n t  b e in g  

m a in ta in e d  on bo th  f a c e s  - o b v io u s ly  l o c a t e d  a t  an  im p o r ta n t  

i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Somewhat u n u s u a l ly  the  o f  p in n in g  the  d a t e  o f  e r e c t i o n



on th e  s id e  e l e v a t i o n  was done h e re ,  a l th o u g h  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  was 

c h i e f l y  r e s e r v e d  fo r  commmercial b u i l d i n g s .  T h is  and  th e  c a r e f u l  

d e t a i l i n g  i n d i c a t e s  a d e g re e  o f  p r id e  ta k en  in  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ' s  

d e s ig n  -w h ich  in  a  e t  o f  t e r r a c e  houses  was indeed  r a r e .

V a r i a t i o n  3: Mongrel t e r r a c e s .  As e x e m p l i f i e d  by BRAAMFONTEIN 

3021 ( d a t e :  1895) [FIGURE 3 .2 - 2 0 ] ,  the t h r e e  u n i t  t e r r a c e  house was 

n o t  a lw a y s  com prised  o f  u n i t s  w i th  s i m i l a r  accoiim odation  —in  a r e a  o r  

l a y o u t ,  a s  h e re  b o th  s i n g l e  and  doub le  room w id th  u n i t s  made up the 

s e t .  The d e s i r e  fo r  a s t r i c t l y  sy m m e tr ica l  co m p o s i t io n  u s u a l l y  

d e te rm in e d  the  o r d e r  o f  u n i t  a r r a n g e m e n t .  The s i d e  u n i t s  were by 

th e m se lv e s  a sy m m e tr ic a l  a r r a n g e m e n ts ,  a l th o u g h  somewhat i r o n i c a l l y ,  

s i n c e  they  o ccu r  a t  e i t h e r  ex trem e and  were handed, p ro v id e  fo r  a 

s y m m e tr ic a l ly  b a la n c e d  c o m p o s i t io n .  The r e a s o n  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a row o f  

b o th  one and two room wide u n i t s  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r , a l th o u g h  an 

o w n e r / l a n d lo r d  c o u ld  q u i t e  p o s s i b ly  have l i v e d  in  the  l a r g e r  m idd le  

u n i t  and r e n t e d  o u t  the  rem a in in g  two. Once a g a i n  the  f i r e w a l l / g a b l e  

end  on the  s i d e  ( ru n n in g  down th e  l e n g th  o f  th e  s ta n d )  on t i e  l e f t  

was n o t  echoed  on the  r i g h t  - . .h ic h  b e s id e s  conform ing  to  the  b y - law , 

d i s p l a y s  a d i s t i n c t  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  th e  h ip ,  even  in  a s i t u a t i o n  

where t i e r e  was no hope o f  making b o th  s i d e s  th e  same.

V a r i a t i o n  4: O th e r  dense  hous ing  fo rm s. B oard ing  h o u ses  and  

'ro o m s '  h ive  f o r  the  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  been d e l i b e r a t e l y  

a v o id e d ,  s in c e  they  were n o t  s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  r e s i d e n c e s ,  b u t  

accom m odationa1 form s which s h a re d  c e n t r a l i s e d  f a c i l i t i e s  (such  a s  

k i t c h e n s ,  d in in g  rooms and  a b l u t i o n s ) .  FORDSBURG 840 ( d a t e :  1895) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 -2 7 ]  co m p rise s  fo u r  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  l i v i n g  u n i t s ,  y e t  v a s  

n e i t h e r  a t e r r a c e d  s e r i e s  ( s in c e  no u n i t s  a d j o i n ) ,  no r  was i t  a  s e t  

o f  d e ta c h e o  houses  ( s in c e  the  space  a l l  a ro u n d  eac h  ' u n i t '  was 

common) .  I t  has how ever, been in c lu d e d  in  the  t e r r a c e  house s e c t i o n
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b e ca u se  i t  b e a r s  the  common stam p o f  com pact accommodation - f o u r  

u n i t s  on one 5 0 , x l0 0 '  s ta n d  (two u n i t s  in  f r o n t  and  two b e h in d ) .

What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  i t  b e a t s  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e r r a c e  house 

fo rm a t  a t  i t s  own game -no  t e r r a c e  house a r ra n g e m e n t  however i t  was 

a r r a n g e d  c o u ld  a c h ie v e  fo u r  u n i t s  on a  s i n g l e  5 0 ' x !0 0 '  s t a n d  and  

s t i l l  have room f o r  s a n i t a r y  ways to  a l l  t o i l e t s  - t h e  s ta n d  

p r o p o r t i o n  was i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  However, t h e r e ' s  a  h i n t  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n  

in  t h i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  t a c t i c  - s q u e e z in g  fo u r  u n i t s  o n to  one s i t e  

b o r d e r s  on p e r v e r s i t y .  I t s  form a p p e a r s  to  have o r i g i n a t e d  from a 

co m b in a tio n  o f  f a c t o r s :  most n o ta b ly  th e  common Jo hannesbu rg  

b o a rd in g  house la y o u t  (9 2 ) ,  thie p h y s i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  th e  sm a ll  

s t a n d s  and the  d e s i r e  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  to  l i v e  in  a 

'd e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g ' .  T h i s  type  was q u i t e  commonly found in  h igh  

d e n s i t y  subu rbs  such a s  F o rdsbu rg  and  F e r r e i r a s  Town. As can  hie seen  

in  FIGURE 1 .1 -1 6 ,  s e t s  were l i n k e d  back  to  back  in  numbers t h a t  

ran g ed  from fo u r  th ro u g h  to  e i g h t  u n i t s ,  and p e rh a p s  a s  a 

t r a n s i t i o n a l  form, were o c c a s i o n a l l y  combined w i th  ' room s' (w hich 

can be r e c o g n is e d  by the  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  made a  c o n t in u o u s  frame 

a g a i n s t  the  s i t e  b o u n d i r i e s ) .

The f r o n t  two u n i t s  w hich co m p rised  a  bedroom, d in in g  room and  a 

k i t c h e n  were u s u a l l y  s l i g h t l y  more sum ptuous -commonly b ased  on the  

fo u r  roomed a s y m m e tr ic a l  c o t t a g e  p l a n ,  than  the  back two u n i t s .  

U s u a l ly  some e f f o r t  was made so  t h a t  th e  f r o n t  u n i t s  p r e s e n te d  an  

i n t e r e s t i n g  face  to  the  ro a d ,  w h i l s t  the  back u n i t s  were 

c o m p a r i t i v e ly  b la n d .  The u n i t s  which com prise  FORDSBURG 840 ( d a t e :

1895) [FIGURE 3 .2 -2 7 ]  l u r k  b eh in d  a s c r e e n  w a l l  which seems to  have 

ta k en  the w arehouse a s  i t s  a e s t h e t i c  n e n t o r ,  w h i l s t  FERREIRAS TOWN 

193 ( c b t e :  1905) [FIGURE 3 .2 -2 8 ]  u t i l i s e d  more a c c e s s a b l e  d o m e st ic
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iconograp liy  - a l t h o u g h  th e  'Cap? D utch ' g a b l e s  be long  a l i t t l e  

f u r t h e r  on in  t h i s  s tu d y .

( i i )  DOUBLE STOREY

A lthough  the  m u l t i p l e  s t o r e y  t e r r a c e  house was the  most p r o l i f i c  

type o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o us ing  form in  B r i t a i n  a t  t h i s  time (9 3 ) ,  

deve lopm en ts  in  the c o l o n i e s  d r i f t e d  to  more r e g i o n a l  and  a lm o s t  

in d e p en d en t  p la n  ty p e s .  The m u l t i p l e  s t o r e y  t e r r a c e  d id  f i n d  p la c e  in  

c e n t r a l  and  su r ro u n d in g  Jo h an n esb u rg  a l th o u g h  th e y  d i f f e r e d  fro i t h e i r  

E n g l is h  c o u n t e r p a r t s  m ost n o ta b ly  in  t h e i r  h e ig h t  - b e in g  o n ly  doub le  

s t o r e y  and  w i th o u t  a t t i c  rooms o r  b a sem e n ts .  The double  s t o r e y  t e r r a c e  

c o u ld  r e a l l y  o n ly  be j u s t i f i e d  in  an  a r e a  where space  was a t  a premium, 

s in c e  the  accommodation th ey  a f f o r d e d  was seldom more than  a medium 

s iz e d  SINGLE STOREY d e ta c h e d  house ,  and th e y  were u s u a l l y  more 

e x p e n s iv e  and  d i f f i c u l t  to  e x e c u t e .  I t  was a c l u s t e r  housing  type w hich 

d i s a p p e a r e d  q u i t e  r a p i d l y  a f t e ^  economic and  t r a n s p o r t  c o n d i t i o n s  

im proved, a l th o u g h  even b e fo re  t h i s  they  were n o t  a p o p u la r  o r  common 

house form.

The u n i t  w hich in w id th  com prised  one room and  a p assag e  was the 

most f r e q u e n t l y  employed type - a  p la n  w hich was in d e b te d  to  i t s  E n g l is h  

a n c e s t r y  ( l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  o f  a two room wide type o c c u r r i n g ) .  The 

s i t t i n g  room, d in in g  room and k i t c h e n  were a lw ay s  on the  g round f l o o r ,  

w h i l s t  on Uie upper l e v e l  two bedrooms (o f  c o r re s p o n d in g  d im ension  to  

the  s i t t i n g  and  d in in g  rooms) c o u ld  u s u a l l y  l>e found . However, a 

f u r t h e r  bedroom accom panied by a  bathroom was commonly found p la c e d  

o v e r  the  k i t c h e n  p a n t ry  wing, w hich was a c c e s s i b l e  from tlx? la n d in g  

t r e t  o c c u r r e d  a b o u t  2 /3  o f  the  way up the  main f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s .  The 

l o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  back ap p en d a g e ,  d e te rm in e d  the  p o s i t i o n  o f  the  

s t a i r c a s e .  'A s t a i r  a s c e n d in g  tow ards  the  r e a r  o f  the  house s u i t e d  

[ t h e s e  a p p e n d a g e s ] .  Because th e s e  appended rooms were narrow , and in  

f u n c t i o n , s e r v i c e  rooms, a low er c e i l i n g  was a c c e p te d  and  so the  rooms



above them had f l o o r  l e v e l s  low er th an  the  main f l o o r '  (9 4 ) .

V a r i a t i o n  l a :  With a  s t a i r c a s e  a lo n g  i t s  l o n g i t u d i n a l  a x i s ;  

WANDERERS VIEW 81 & 92 ( d a t e :  1903) [FIGURE 3 .2 - 2 9 ] .  The e n t r a n c e  

i n t o  the  house was r a t h e r  t y p i c a l l y  a c r o s s  a ve ran d ah  i n t o  a 

s e c o n d a ry  zone (a s  l a b e l l e d  p o rch )  -w h ich  v e s  a  sm a l l  a r e a  in  f r o n t  

o f  th e  door where one would have 1 c o l l e c t e d '  o n e s e l f  b e fo re  

e n t e r i n g .  The th in  p a s sa g e  way was somewhat w i s h f u l l y  l a b e l l e d  

• t a l i ' , w hich e n - r o u t e  to  the  back  took a  g e n t l e  k in k  and  became 

even  th in n e r  w i th  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  s t a i r c a s e .  The a r c h  a s  a 

spue® d e f i n e r  was used  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  - d e f i n i n g  th u s  th e  zone beyond 

w hich  the v i s i t o r  d id  n o t  s t r a y  (a p r i v a t e / s e m i - c r i v a t e  d i v i d e ) .  The 

p a n t r y  was s h i e l d e d  by t t a  e a s t  f a c in g  k i t c h e n .  The d in in g  room and  

draw ing  room were l i n k e d  by means o f  l a r g e  doub le  d o o rs  - a n  id ea  

p e rh a p s  more a p p r o p r i a t e  to  such  sm a ll  d w e l l in g  u n i t s .  The upper 

l e v e l  ta d  a d r e s s in g  room o v e r  the  low er f l o o r ' s  t a l l ,  w hich  was 

a c c e s s i b l e  from the main f l o o r ,  and was th u s  n o t  d e d ic a te d  to  any 

one bedroom in  p a r t i c i  l a r . A ccess  to  the  b a lc o n y  v a s  th ro u g h  t h i s  

room.

The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  was r i d d l e d  w i th  (Xieen Anne and  Old E n g l is h  

r e v i v a l  m o t i f s :  the h a l f  t im b e r in g ,  b r a c k e t s  under the  e a v e s  o v e r  

the  b a lc o n y ,  the  heavy b r i c k  chimney, the  m ix tu re  o f  p l a s t e r  and 

f a c e  b r i c k ,  th e  a sy m m e tr ic a l  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  ea c h  u n i t  and  the  

windows w i th  b o th  sm a l l  and  l a r g e  panes to  name b u t  a few. The 

s a n i t a r y  p as sa g e  ( t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  the  way a lo n g  the  e l e v a t i o n )  was 

a lm o s t  l o s t  by the cam ouflage  the  f a c a d a l  e m b e ll ish m e n t  o f f e r e d .

JOHANNESBURG 208-271 ( d a t e :  1895) [FIGURE 3 .2 -3 0 ]  b e lo n g s  to  the  

same c a t e g o r y  a l th o u g h  v a r i e s  in  minor room d im ension  and  

e l e v a t i o n . i l  d e t a i l .  The v e ran d a h  was how ever, used  w i th  g r e a t e r  

c o m p o s i t io n a l  aw aren ess  - b in d in g  the whole t o g e t h e r ,  and  tu r n in g  the



c o r n e r  a s  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  the  s p a re  a e t  o f  t e r r a c e s  (a lm o s t  

s e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses)  o n to  Q u a r tz  S t r e e t .

l b :  With a  s t a i r c a s e  p la c e d  l a t e r a l l y ;  NEW 

DOORNFONTEIN 72-73 ( d a t e :  196)5) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 3 2 ] .  The tu n n e lb a c k  was 

e x te n d e d  back  in  t h i s  example to  embrace th e  s t a i r c a s e .  T h i s  n o t  

o n ly  s t r e a m l in e d  c i r c u l a t i o n  th ro u g h  the house ( th e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  a t  

the  s t a i r  b e in g  e l i m i n a t e d )  b u t  a l s o  p ro v id e d  f o r  the  d i v i d e  between 

th e  p r i v a t e  and  s e m i - p r i v a t e  a r e a s  ( th e  door between th e  two 

r e i n f o r c e s  the  no t i n ) .

The f r o n t  facade t a d  u n u s u a l ly  p la c e d  g a b l e s  which were 

c e n t r a l i s e d  on the  f i r e  w a l l  and  n o t  the  u n i t  i t e l f  - a n  idea  which 

f i t t e d  in  b e t t e r  c o m p o s i t i o n s l l y  w i th  the  ro o f  h ip s  a t  e i t h e r  e n d .  

The ve ran d ah  was ' a p p l i e d 1 to  the  s u r f a c e  o f  th e  t e r r a c e  b u i l d in g  

i t s e l f  which a f f o r d e d  th u s  l i t t l e  v o lu m e t r i c  i n t e g r a t i o n .  The 

v e ran d a h  was ado rn ed  w i th  c a s t  i r o n  b a l  u s  t r a d i n g ,  b r a c k e t s  and 

f r i e z e  s t r i p s  * which was an  u n u s u a l ly  e x p e n s iv e  way o f  making up fo r  

l a c k  o f  c r e a t i v e  im p u lse .

C. THE SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE

The two u n i t s  w hich com prised  the  b a s ic  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house s h a re d  a  

common o i  p a r ty  w a l l ,  a d i v i s i o n  which was c a r r i e d  th rough  to  the  f r e e  

space  back  and f r o n t  a s  w e l l ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  s l i c i n g  th e  s ta n d  i n t o  two 

p a r t s .  The v a r i a t i o n s  w hich fo l lo w  d i s p l a y  to  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  d eg ree  

a dependence on e s t a b l i s h e d  t e r r a c e  and  d e ta c h e d  house ty p e s .  As w ith  

most l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  s p e c u l a t i v e  house forms :he s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house 

p r e s e n te d  one 'g o o d ' face  to  the  f r o n t ,  w h i l s t  LIvj s i d e s  were k e p t  q u i t e  

s im p le .  The v e r a n d ih  a g a i n s t  the  f r o n t  was once a g a i n  a v i t a l  p ie c e  o f  

a e s t h e t i c  ta c k ,  used  more o f t e n  than  n o t  to  b o l s t e r  an  o th e rw is e  o r d in a r y  

b u i l d in g  jeh ind .
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( i )  SINGLti STOREY

The s e m i-d e ta c h e d  p la n  o c c u r r e d  m ost commonly w i th  e a c h  o f  the  

u n i t s  be ing  o n ly  one room and  a  p assag e  in  w id th ;  sec o n d ly  a*' a 

d o u b le  room u n i t  s e p a r a t e d  by a m iddle p a s s a g e ;  and t h i r d l y  a s  a 

c o m b in a t io n  o f  b o th  the  d o u b le  and th e  s i n g l e  w id th  ty p e s .

As w i th  some o f  the  s n u l l e r  d e ta c h e d  c o t t a g e s ,  the  d i v i s i o n  

between p r i v a t e  and  s e m i - p r i v a t e  space  w i th in  a  u n i t  was somewhat 

i n d i s t i n c t  - p r i n c i p a l l y  ca u se d  by the  l o c a t i o n  o f  the  d in in g  room 

( th e  most im p o r ta n t  room in  th e  house fo r  fa m ily  and  c a s u a l  

e n t e r t a i n i n g )  which was p la c e d  a t  the  back  o f  the  house n e x t  to  the  

k i t c h e n .  In  te rm s o f  g r a d a t i o n  o f  p r iv a c y ,  the  sequence o f  rooms 

from the  f r o n t  door to  the  back  -bedroom (o r  in  the  more g e n t e e l  

exam ples  'd ra w in g  room ')#  bedroom, d i n i n g  room, k i t c h e n ,  was f a r  

from i d e a l .

The ro o f  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  w hich e v o lv e d  over  t h i s  p e r io d  v a r i e d  

from c o m p lic a te d  form s w hich em phasised  u n i t a r y  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  

( s u s c e p t i b l e  to  le a k a g e )  to  s im p le r  a l l  em brac ing  py ram ida l form s 

tow ards  the  tu rn  o f  the  c e n tu r y .  The e a r l i e r  r o o f  forms had a main 

r o o f ,  which ran  p a r a l l e l  to  the  road  edge  and  co v e re d  the  f i r s t  two 

room r a n g e s ,  w h i l s t  th e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  t a i l  o f  s e r v i c e  rooms a t  the  

back  was t r e a t e d  to  i t s  own p i t c h e d  r o o f  -w h ich  was o c c a s i o n a l l y  

f u r t h e r  con founded by b e in g  doub led  an d  d iv id e d  by the  p a r ty  e l l  

w hich  ran  down Uie m iddle o f  the  v a l l e y  g u t t e r  ( s e e  TROYEVILLE 335 

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 3 3 ] ) .  The main r o o f  (o r  l a t e r a l  s e c t i o n )  o f t e n  p o s s e s s e d  

g a b l e s  (which would have- g iv e n  r i s e  to  f u th e r  v a l l e y s ) .

V a r ia t io n  1: 1 room w id e .  T h is  ty p e  had o b v io u s  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  

tlie s i n g l e  room w id th  t e r r a c e  house u n i t ,  b u t  w i th  one im p o r ta n t  

d i s t i n c t i o n .  The s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house hav ing  o n ly  one common o r  

s h a re d  w a l l ,  l o f t  the  o u te r  l o n g i t u d i n a l  f a c a d e s  f r e e  f o r

*



f e n e s t r a t i o n .  S ince  th e s e  f l a n k s  were seldom In rd  a g a i n s t  the  s ta n d  

b o u n d a r ie s  ( r .o n ra l ly  p u l l e d  away f a r  enough to  f a c i l i t a t e  a  s a n i t a r y  

p a s sa g e  e i t h e r  s i d e ) ,  l i g h t  and  v e n t i l a t i o n  c o u ld  be g a in e d  to  a 

s t r i n g  o f  rooms 3-4 d eep  w i th o u t  having  to  re d u c e  the  w id th  o f  the  

house (a s  say  the tu n n e Ib a c k  s e r v i c e  wing had, in  the  t e r r a c e  

h o u s e . )

l a :  F r o n t  e n t r a n c e .  In TROYVILLE 335 ( d a t e :  1905) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 -3 3 ]  - t h e  m ost common type o f  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  se m i-d e ta c h e d  

ho u ses ,  trie passage  r a n  down n e x t  to  th e  f i r e  v a i l  u n t i l  i t  f i n a l l y  

d i s s o l v e d  i n t o  the d in i n g  room. The p l i g h t  o f  th e  d in in g  room in  

s i n g l e  room w id th  s i t u a t i o n  was a lm o s t  a lw a y s  d i r e :  because  o f  the
%

le n g th  t h a t  th e  s e m i-d tc a c h e d  form a f f o r d e d ,  the  d in in g  room was 

u s u a l l y  i n s u l a t e d  from any  d e c e n t  a s p e c t  by the  bedrooms on one s id e  

and  a l a t e r a l  s h i e l d  o f  s e r v i c e  rooms (and  a  bedroom in  t h i s  c a s e )  

a c r o s s  the  o th e r  -w h e reas  i f  the  u n i t  c o u ld  o n ly  have been two rooms 

d eep ,  Uie d in in g  room may have a t  l e a s t  looked  d i r e c t l y  o u t  o n to  the  

y a r d ) .  The Queen Anne f r o n t  w i th  i t s  casem en t and  sm all  paned f a n l i t  

windows and  ' h a l f  t im b e re d '  g a b l e s  was a g a in  in  c o n t r a s t  w i th  the  

Queen Mary s id e  - c t a r a c t e r i s e d  by l i t t l e  em b e l l i s h m e n t  and  sa sh  

windows. The f r o n t  v e ran d a n  ro o f  nude use o f  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  cu rv ed  

c o r r u g a t e d  i ro n  ro o f  s h e e t i n g ,  under w hich e l a b o r a t e  t im b e r  

b a l u s t r a d i n g  and t r e l l i s  work o c c u r r e d .  The r e s t  o f  th e  r o o f  then 

embraced a f u r t h e r  t h r e e  p a r t  s t r a t e g y  - t h e  f i r s t  im p re s s iv e  l a t e r a l  

s e c t i o n  ru n n in g  p a r a l l e l  to  the  road  was l e n t  prominence by 

d e c o r a t i v e  r i d g i n g ,  the  whole o f  which o f f s e t  two proud g a b le  e n d s .  

T h i s  in  tu rn  c lo a k e d  th e  back l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t r e t c h  ( a l r e a d y  

d e s c r i b e d ) , which then  te rm in a te d  in  a l e a n - t o  r o o f  s h e l t e r i n g  the  

s e r v i c e  w ing . Such u n r e s t r a i n e d  usage o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  r o o f  ty p e s  was 

a t  the  tim e common and  q u i t e  in  l i n e  w i th  the  p e rv a d in g  s p i r i t  of

* . r* »



v o lu m e t r i c  f r a g m e n ta t io n .

lb :  S id e  e n t r a n c e .  NEW DOORNFONTEIN 22 ( d a t e :  c i r c a  

19,33) [FIGURE 3 .2 -3 4 ]  imde use  o f  tfie c o n c e p t  w hich was 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by an e x t e r n a l  ap p ro a c h  down the  s id e  o f  the  house 

w i th  the  l o c a t i o n  o f  the  house e n t r a n c e  be ing  one room back from th e  

f r o n t .  In t h i s  example p r i v a t e  and s e m i - p r i v a t e  space  were c l e a r l y  

g ro u p ed  a t  the  expense  o f  k i t c h e n / d i n i n g  room p r o x im i ty .  Even the  

r o o f  was a r t i c u l a t e d  in  ac^now legem ent o f  th e se  d i v i s i o n s .  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e  whole a r ra n g e m e n t  and c i r c u l a t i o n  

p a t t e r n  o f  the  o r d in a r y  se m i-d e ta c h e d  p la n  ( see  v a r i a t i o n  la  [FIGURE

3 .2 - 3 3 ] )  was c h a l le n g e d  somewhat w i l f u l l y ,  th e  f ’«* i o n a l  e le m e n ts  

were m ere ly  r e s h u f f l e d ,  and  rem ained  e s s e n t i a l l y  u n c o n t 's s te d .  One o f  

th e  most d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c o m p o s i t io n a l  fea* —t s  o f  t h i s  sem i, was the  

manner in  w hich the g a b l e t s  p ic k in g  o u t  t ik  . e s p e c t i v e  f r o n t  rooms 

were p la c e d  n e x t  to  e a c h  o t h e r  (a common A r ts  and  C r a f t s  m o t i f ) .  The 

s i d e  p assag e  to  the  f r o n t  door was a c c e n tu a t e d  by a pedim ented  

f e a t u r e  w hich was woven i n t o  th e  f a b r i c  o f  the  v e ra n d a h .  The f r o n t  

s e c t i o n  d i s p la y e d  a s l i g h t  d e p a r t u r e  from the  s t r i c t l y  f r o n t a l  

e l e v a t i o n a l  ap p ro a c h  in  t h a t  the  e m b e ll i sh m e n t  (h e re  t y p i f i e d  by 

American Uueen Anne verandah  d e t a i l i n g ,  casem en t windows and banded 

p l a s t e r  work) was c a r r i e d  a ro u n d  and  down cte  s i d e  to  th e  f r o n t  

d o o r .  The co m p o s i t io n  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t  t h e r e f o r e ,  bo re  thf mark 

o f  a  ym m etrical p r e f e r e n c e  - t h e  v e ran d ah  fo r  once n o t  be ing  a 

• t a c k - o n ' ,  b u t  c o n v in c in g ly  i n t e g r a t e d  in  a vay  t h a t  the  u n i t  and  

th e  ve randah  were d e p en d e n t  upxxi eac h  o th e r  fo r  the  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s  

o f  the  o v e r a l l  c o m p o s i t io n .

V a r i a t i o n  2: 2 rooms w id e .  T h is  p la n  type owed i t s  a r ra n g e m e n t  

to  th e  common d e ta c h e d  v e r n a c u la r  c o t t a g e  p l a n .  However, u n l ik e  i t s  

a f f i l i a t e  w hich h id  soace a l l  a ro u n d  i t  ( a l b e i t  g e n e r a l l y  m o d e s t ) ,



th e  doub le  room wide u n i t  when m ir ro re d  a b o u t  a  p a r ty  v e i l  b. j to  

f i l l  the  e n t i r e  w id th  o f  the  s t a n d .  L ig h t  c o u ld  th u s  o n ly  be g a in e d  

from the  f r o n t  and  back .  As w i th  the  t e r r a c e  houce ,  t h i s  s e v e r e l y  

l i m i t e d  the  d e p th  o f  the  u n i t  - r e d u c in g  i t  to  e  mere two rooms.

2a: Sym m etrica l s c h o o l -  BRAAMFONTEIN 4897 ( d a t e :  1895) 

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 3 5 ] .  T h is  u b iq u i to u s  p la n  ty p e /  was used  w i th  minor 

m o d i f i c a t io n  in  the  d e ta c h e d ,  t e r r a c e  and  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house 

c o n t e x t s .  (Note t h a t  once a g a in  one s id e  o f  the  semi - a g a i n s t  the 

boundary  was t r e a t e d  to  an  eave  w h i l s t  the  o t h e r  had a  ti*.*. w a l l .

2b: A sym m etrical s c h o o l -  The most n o ta b le  d i f f e r e n c e  

w i th  r e s p e c t  to  t h i s  p l a n ' s  usage in  MAYFAIR 199 ( d a t e :  1898)

[FIGURE 3 .2 -3 6 ]  and  the  o t h e r  hous ing  ty p e s ,  was the  p a l t r y  a t t e m p t  

made a t  t i d y in g  the  s t r a n d s  o f  s e r v i c e  and  e x t r a n e o u s  bedrooms a t  

th e  back .  The d i s o r d e r  however began from w i th in  -when f o r  in s ta n c e  

the  s i t t i n g  room was pushed fo rw ard  to  l i n e  up w i th  the verandah  

edge in  o t h e r  exam ples ,  the  1 f i l l e r '  room ( u s u a l l y  a p a n t ry  o r  

bathroom ) u s u a l l y  b ro u g h t  the  whole back  i n t o  shape  a g a in  - n o t  so in  

t h i s  exam ple . The d e s i r e  fo r  more s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  than  a v e ra g e  rooms 

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h i s  m isa l ig n m e n t .

2c : By d e f i n i t i o n  JOHANNESBURG 173 ( d a t e :  1896)

[FIGURE 3 .2 -3 7 ]  was n o t  a s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house - s i n c e  the  two u n i t s  

d id  n o t  s h a r e  a common w a l l .  However, th e  i n t e n t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  

c o n g ru e n t  w i th  th e  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  p r i n c i p l e  - o n ly  the  s a n i t a r y  

p as sa g e  ( i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  pushed to  one s id e )  was a l lo w e d  to  assume 

a  prime c e n t r a l i s e d  p o s i t i o n ,  th u s  p u sh ing  the  u n i t s  a p a r t .  The 

c e l e b r a t o r y  a r c h  over the  s a n i t a r y  p as sa g e  c o m p o s i t io n a l ly  u n i f i e d  

to  th e  f r o n t  facad e  - t h e  whole th u s  r e a d  a s  one b u i l d i n g .  In  p la n  

the  two u n i t s  wore an  a d a p t io n  o f  the a s y m m e tr ic a l  d e ta c h e d  house .

On e l e v a t i o n  a form o f  V ic t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e  p e rv ad e d ,  w i th  the



s id e  g a b l e s  assum ing  a  b i -p e d im e n te d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  -w i th  the  s m a l le r  

cu rv e d  ped im ent (o v e r  the  s i t t i n g  room window) o c c u r r in g  in s i d e  the  

g r e a t e r  t r i a n g u l a r  form . The g a b le  was r u l e d  w i th  p l a s t e r  m ould ings  

and  the  ed g e s  were t r e a t e d  to  p l a s t e r  q u o in in g .  C o n t i n u i ty  a c r o s s  

the  f r o n t  was a c h ie v e d  w ith  the  r e c u r r i n g  cu rved  ped im en t m o t if  

(u sed  w i th o u t  b ack ing  in  the  d e s ig n  o f  th e  s a n i t a r y  p assag e  a r c h )  in  

an  u n u s u a l ly  s u b t l e  c o m p o s i t io n .

2d: The dilemma posed  by th e  c o r n e r  s i t e ,  which 

u s u a l l y  a f f o r d e d  a t  l e a s t  two e n t r a n c e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  was so lv e d  in  

the  d e ta c h e d  house by e i t h e r  o r i e n t a t i n g  i t  toward the  b u s i e r  ro a d ,  

o r  more am b ig u o u s ly ,  when n e i t h e r  s id e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  fa v o u re d ,  by 

means o f  the  'L ' - s h a p e d  house .  The se m i-d e ta c h e d  house d e s ig n e r  o f  

c o u r s e  d id n ’ t  have to  a g o n is e  o v e r  w hich was the  more a p p r o p r i a t e .

In  the  com bina tion  o f  a s y m m e tr ic a l  and  sy m m e tr ica l  u n i t s ,  FORDSBURG 

346 ( d a t e :  1895) [FIGURE 3 .2 -3 8 ]  was a r r a n g e d  such  t h a t  e a c h  u n i t  

took  a d i f f e r e n t  s t r e e t  f r o n t .  A c o rn e r  ' c e l e b r a t i o n '  was a c h ie v e d  

s im u l ta n e o u s ly .  The mechanism o f  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  such  a s  i t  

was in  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s in g ,  i s  p a r t i a l l y  r e v e a le d  h e r e .  The u n i t  

f u r t h e s t  from the  c o r n e r  was a t y p i c a l  sy m m e tr ica l  fo u r  roomed u n i t  

- i t s  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  was i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k e p t  s im p le .  Along the o th e r  

f r o n ta g e  a t y p i c a l  a sy m m e tr ic a l  fo u r  roomed u n i t  w i th  i t s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a t t e n d a n t  appendage ( tlie g a b le )  wns lo c a te d  tow ards  

the  c o rn e r  -a  g e s t u r e  which h i n t s  a t  u n i t y .  For th e  most p a r t  

e v e r y th in g  a lo n g  th e s e  two e d g e s  wns d e l i b e r a t e l y  banked down, a 

t a c t i c  which c o l l e c t e d  to  maximize the e f f e c t  f o r  i t s  one excuse  f o r  

d i s p l a y  - t h e  g a b le  and  i t s  o r i e l  window -w hich  the  d e s ig n e r  here  

r e a l l y  w rin g s  o u t  to  l a s t  the  d ro p ,  in  a  f r u g a l ,  c l e v e r  a s se m b la g e .

V a r ia t io n  3: 3 rooms wide

3a: Even in  the  p l a i n e s t  o f  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  f r o n t



e l e v a t i o n s  ( e s e  v a r i a t i o n  2a [FIGURli 3 .2 - 3 5 ] )  the  problem  o f  d u a l i t y  

w i th i n  the o v e r a l l  c o m p o s i t io n  was e v e r  p r e s e n t .  Not t h a t  t h i s  

w o r r ie d  nviny o f  the d e s ig n e r s  o f  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  h o u se s ,  a s  many 

exam ples  a r e  o u t r i g h t  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  th e  f a c t .  However, t h i s  v a s  

n o t  a lw ay s  the  c a s e ,  a s  che d e s ig n e r  o f  FAIR VIEW 152 ( d a t e :  1898) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 -3 9 ]  r e s o l u t e l y  fo l lo w ed  a c o u r s e  w hich aimed a t  

c o m p o s i t io n a l  s i n g u l a r i t y .  With the  i n t e n t i o n  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  c e n t r a l  

f o c u s ,  i t  became th u s  a th r e e  room wide u n i t ,  w hich a l th o u g h  was 

r i g i d l y  sy m m etr ica l  in  e l e v a t i o n ,  was s u b j e c t  to  g y m n ast ic  p la n n in g  

in  th e  a t t e m p t  to  a c h i e v e  e q u a l  accommodation in  b o th  u n i t s .  The 

r e s u l t i n g  i n t e r l o c k i n g  p la n  seems to  have removed i t  f a r  from any  

o b v io u s  a n c e s t r y ,  a l th o u g h  the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  b o re  a  s t r o n g  

resem blance  to  a ' s y m m e t r i c a l '  a sy m m e tr ic a l  c o m p o s i t io n .

3b: The 1 / 3 : 2 / 3 ' s  house -S y m m e tr ica l  s c h o o l .  Up to  now 

a l l  the  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  ty p e s  t h a t  have been i n v e s t i g a t e d  have had the  

same amount o f  accommocbtion on e i t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e i r  f i r e w a l l s ,  and  

have to  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  been somewhat p r e d i c t a b l e  in  te rm s  o f  t h e i r  

a r r a n g e m e n t .  For the  e x c e p t io n  o f  the l a s t  m en tioned  exam ple , a l l  

ta v e  to d  an o v e r a l l  w id th  in  rooms, o f  a  m u l t ip l e  o f  two. The 

1 / 3 : 2 / 3 ' s  house was in  p r i n c i p l e  the  same a s  th e  se m i-d e ta c h e d  house 

a l th o u g h  a s  the  t i t l e  s u g g e s t s ,  the  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  accommodation 

e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the  f i r e w a l l  v a r i e d .  The u s u a l  fo rm at was a  t y p i c a l  

two room wide (o r  fo u r  roomed c o t t a g e  p l a n ) , p la c e d  n e x t  to  a 

t y p i c a l  s i n g l e  room w id th  u n i t .  See WANDERERS VIEW 39 (d a te :1 8 9 6 )  

[FIGURE 3 . 2 - 4 0 ] .  A lthough  the  s i n g l e  room wide u n i t  was seldom 

a l t e r e d  ( u s u a l l y  l u r k i n g  b eh in d  i t s  f u l l  w id th  f r o n t  v e ra n d a h ) ,  the  

two room wide u n i t  was a p t  to  a d o p t  e i t h e r  the  s y m m e tr ica l  o r  

a sy m m e tr ic a l  fom>?t. (Somewhat u n u s u a l ly  in  t h i s  exam ple ,  eac h  u n i t  

p o s se s s e d  two p a n t r i e s  -w h ich  p ro b a b ly  meant t h a t  v e g e t a b l e s  and

. r x  f 'K r  IN I .



meat were s c o re d  s e p a r a t e l y . )  The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  m s  dom inated  by 

an  im posing g a b le  f e s to o n e d  w i th  a  b le n d  o f  I t a l i a n a t e  (q u o in in g ,  

fo rm al a r c h i t r a v e  and  ped im ented  h e a d ) ,  and  rem ote  g o th i c  m o t i f s  

(w i th  r e f e r e n c e  b e in g  made to  th e  hammer head t r u s s ,  f r e tw o rk  a t  th e  

apex  and  an  e l a b o r a t e  crow ning f i n i a l ) .  The o u te r  h ip s  o f  the  ro o f  

r e i n f o r c e d  the  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  the  c o m p o s i t io n  by p i t c h i n g  in  sympathy

w i th  the  c e n t r a l  g a b l e .

3c : - t h e  1 / 3 : 2 / 3 ' s  house the  -A sym m etrica l  s c h o o l .  See 

BRAAMFCNTEIN 5044 ( d a t e :  18^5) [FIGURE 3 .2 - 4 1 ] ,  In  t h i s  example no 

a t t e m p t  was made a t  fo rm al u n i t y  - e a c h  o f  the  u n i t s  e x p re s s e d  i t s  

own in h e r e n t  c o m p o s i t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The fo u r  roomed u n i t  was 

sy m m e tr ica l  a l th o u g h  noc o v e r t l y  o f  the  v e r n a c u la r  c o t t a g e  

pu rs -v is ion  • A i t  a t h e r  o f  t h i  E n g l .a h  c o l o n i a l  type which em ina ted  

from the  Cape. The d in in g  room in  t n i s  l a r g e r  u n i t  was r a t h e r  

a  t y p i c a l l y  demoted to  th e  tunne .lback , a l th o u g h  a lm o s t  a s  a 

c o n c e s s io n ,  was p la c e d  s q u a r e ly  on the m ajor a x i s .  T h i s  t r a i t  i s  

taken  th rough  to  the a d j a c e n t  s i n g l e  room w id th  u n i t .  The p e r s i s t e n t  

use  o f  s a s h  windows in  the  f r o n t  an d  th e  b r a c k e te d  r o o f  e a v e s  (an 

u n u s u a l ly  m id -V ic to r ia n  hang -over  to  be found in  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  sem i) 

r o o te d  t h i s  example to  a  time s l i g h t l y  b e fo re  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

( i i )  THE DOUBLE STOREY

The doub le  s t o r e y  se m i-d e ta c h e d  was n o t  a s  common a s  the  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y  -p r o b a b ly  to r  th e  same r e a s o n s  t h a t  s u p p re s s e d  the  d o u b le  s t o r e y  

in  a  d e ta c h e d  house s i t u a t i o n .  The p la n  ty p e s  a g a in  n  th e  s im p le r  

form s b o re  a s t r o n g  resem b lan ce  to  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e r r a c e  house p a t t e r n s  

and in  the  more complex c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  the  d e ta c h e d  house p a t t e r n s .

The ap p ro a c h  to  v e ran d a h  d e s ig n  on the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  th e  d o u b le  

s t o r e y  se m i-d e ta c h e d  d i s p la y e d  a  v a r i e t y  t h a t  v q s  u n e q u a l le d  in  o t h e r



h o us ing  ty p e s .  As h as  bevn seen  in  th e  o t h e r  i la n  ty p e s  the  

v e r a n d a h / f r o n t  w a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was h and led  in  two ways:

1. Where the face  o f  the b u i l d in g  was f i a t  o r  on a  s i n g l e  p la n e ,  the  

v e ran d a h  a p p e a re d  o be 1 s tu c x  o n to  i t s  s u r f a c e , becoming t h e r e f o r e  a 

l a y e r  t h a t  had to  be t r a v e r t v d  b e f o r e  the  rruin b u i l d in g  was r e a c h e d .  T h is  

u s u a l l y  o c c u r r e d  in  s y m n e t r ic a i  c o m p o s i t io n s .

2. Where th e r e  was a  v o lu m e tr ic  i n t e r p l a y  between the  b u i ld in g  fa c e  and  

the  v e ra n d a h ,  such  t h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  p u l l  th e  two a p a r t .  T h is  was

u s u a l l y  a  t r a i t  o f  the  a sy m m e tr ic a l  p i l e  - a l t h o u g h  t h i s  asymmetry was

e x p l o i t e d  1 s y m m e tr ic a l ly '  in  ru n s  o f  t e r r a c e s  and  s e m i 's ,  in  the  a c t  o f  

m i r r o r in g  the  u n i t  a b o u t  the  p a r t y  w a l l .

The d o u b le  s t o r e y  semi o f t e n  mixed tn e s e  two a p p ro a c h e s  by a d o p t in g  

one on the  ground f l o o r  and  the  o t h e r  on to p ,  o r  more commonly one on 

th e  ground  f l o o r  and  n o th in g  on to p .

V a r i a t i o n  1: 1 room wide . U n i t  w id th  = one room m d passage

( th e  p a s s a g e s  f l a n k in g  the  f i r e w a l l . )

l a :  The l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t a i r c a s e  b e in g  s i t u a t e d  on the 

p r i n c i p a l  p assag e  ru n n in g  from f r o n t  to  back , w i th  th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  

p a t t e r n  fo l lo w in g  s u i t  on the  upper l e v e l .

The f l a t  facad e  -JOHANNESBURG 2546 ( d a t e :  1896) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 - 4 2 ] ,  T h is  house s p re a d  i t s e l f  r i g h t  a c r o s s  the  s ta n d  

w id th ,  th u s  p l a c in g  the  two room d e p th  l i m i t  on i t s e l f  - t h i s  u s u a l ly  

i n d i c a t e d  a s i n i t a r y  lan e  e x i s t e d  a lo n g  the  back boundary . The f i r s t  

and  second  range  o f  rooms were co v ere d  by the  main r o o f ,  the back 

rooms were s h e l t e r e d  by m o n o -p i tch es  ( p e r p e n d ic u la r  to  th e  main 

r o o f ) ,  s lo p in g  away e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the  f i r e w a l l .  The d e c o r a te d  f r o n t  

ve ran d ah  was a f l a t  two s t o r e y  f e a t u r e .

The a r t i c u l a t e d  facad e  -TROYEVILLE 348 ( d a t e :  1902) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 - 4 3 ] ,  T ie  i n t e r n a l  a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  t h i s  example bore
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s i m i l a r i t i e s  to  the  fo rm e r , a l th o u g h  i t s  e l e v a t i o n a l  t r e a tm e n t  

d i s p la y e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a c h  - c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by tlie p re s e n c e  o f  an  

u nc loaked  (by a v e ran d a h )  doub le  s t o r e y  g a b le  f r o n t .  The v e ran d a h  

was n o t  a l lo w e d  to  d o m in a te ,  b e in g  k e p t  in  l i n e  w i th  th e  s u b ju g a te  

g a b le  and  i t s  bay windows - i n  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  p r e v io u s  example in  

w hich the one p r i v i l e g e  a f f o r d e d  d ie  draw ing room - i t s  Lay window, 

was fo reu ak en  by b e in g  h idden  b eh in d  the  s c r e e n  o f  the  v e ran d a h .

The p la n  o f  WANDERERS VIEW 76 ( d a t e :  1903) [FIGURE 3 .2 -4 4 ]  a lm o s t  

th e  same a s  the  former# a l th o u g h  th e  e l e v a t i o n  was m a n ip u la te d  in  

the  p ro d u c t io n  o f  a  f a r  more s u b t l e  a r t i c u l a t e d  c o m p o s i t io n .  The 

v e ran d a h  on the  low er l e v e l  p r o j e c t e d  from th e  f r o n t  p la n e  on a 

s to n e  p l i n t h  in  i t s  u s u a l  m anner, a l th o u g h  th e  ro o f  was i n t e r r u p t e d  

by an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b a lco n y  p r o j e c t i o n  (o v e r  the  e n t r a n c e )  which 

s p o r t e d  a  dummy p e d im e n t . T h is  how ever, l e n t  the  e n t r a n c e  a 

v o lu m e tr i c  prominence w i th in  a r e l a t i v e l y  o r d in a r y  low er ve ran d ah  

s t r e t c h .  The d i f f e r e n t  v erandah  a p p ro a c h e s  were however s l i g h t l y  

mannered ( e s p e c i a l l y  on th e  upper b a lc o n y )  an d  combined to  produce a 

t p e c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e f f e c t .  The ch im neys , c e n t r e d  o v e r  the  g a b l e s ,  

a c t e d  a s  e f f e c t i v e  s t o p s  to  the t h r u s t  o f  th e  s lo p in g  main r o o f  

w hich f e l l  from the  m idd le  f i r e w a l l .  T h is  c row n ing ,  p i t c h e d  o r  

p y ram id a l  r a i n  ro o f  form was s t r o n g  enough to  u n i fy  th e  whole 

c o m p o s i t io n .

l b :  - L a t e r a l  s t a i r c a s e .  The s t a i r c a s e  was l o c a t e d  in  

th e  c e n t r e  o f  the house a l th o u g h  was swung th rough  n in e ty  d e g re e s  

such  t h a t  i t  la y  p e r p e n d ic u la r  to  th e  r a i n  f r o n t  to  back  p a s s a g e .

The c i r c u l a t i o n  on the ground f l o o r  t h e r e f o r e  tended  to  conform  to  a 

'T ' - p a t t e r n ,  w h i l s t  on t l a  upper l e v e l  movement, o c c u r s  p a r a l l e l  to  

th e  f r o n t  fa c a d e .

The f l a t  facade  - I n  TR0YEV1LLE 489 ( d a t e :  1902)
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[FIGURE 3 .2 -4 5 ]  th e  s t a i r c a s e  was sandw iched between the  p a r lo u r  and 

th e  d in in g  room on the  low er l e v e l .  A p a r t  from t h i s  o d d i t y ,  the  p lan  

type  i s  s t i l l  r e c o g n i s e a b le  a s  b e ing  i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d  to  

s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house norms. However, the  a r r i v a l  p o i n t  o f  the  s t a i r  

o r  the  upper l e v e l  and  the  r e lu c t a n c e  on the  p e r t  o f  the  d e s ig n e r  to  

d o u b le  buck on t h i s  ' l a t e r a l '  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n ,  r e s u l t e d  in  

u ncon v in c in g  p la n n in g  ta n g le  -w hich  p e rh a p s  e x p l a i n s  why t h i s  type 

was n o t  a s  common a s  the  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s o l u t i o n .  In  o r d e r  to  r e a c h  

the  t h r e e  bedrooms on the  upper l e v e l ,  th e  p assag e  was run down the 

o u t e r  ed g e s  o f  th e  u n i t ,  w hich in  an  e f f o r t  to  p ro v id e  l i g h t  and  a i r  

to  the  rooms in  th e  second  r a n g e ,  became an e x t e r n a l  p a s s a g e .  Also 

becau se  o f  the d i f f e r i n g  room a r ra n g e m e n ts  on eac h  l e v e l  e x t e n s i v e  

use  o f  l i g h t w e i g h t  p a r t  t i o n in g  has had to  im plem ented . The verandah  

was m ere ly  a two s to r e y  t a c k - o n ' .

The a r t i c u l a t e d  facad e  -NEW DOORNFONTEIN 227 ( c i r c a  

1905) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 4 6 ] ,  Because th e r e  was no m id - f lo o r  l e v e l  a t  the  

r e a r  o f  the  house ( t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used f o r  a bathroom  and  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  bedroom ), the  ground  f l o o r  was lum bered w i th  t h i s  

a d d i t i o n a l  accom m odationa1 r e q u i r e m e n t .  L oca ted  in  a  ran g e  ' c r o s s  

thie b ack ,  t h i s  i n e v i t a b l y  produced  some p la n n in g  p rob lem s,  such a s  

the  bedroom le a d in g  o f f  the  d in in g  room - a  t r a i t  o f  humbler 

d w e l l in g s  w i th o u t  p a s s a g e s .  The upper l e v e l  was however more 

s u c c e s s f u l ,  s in c e  th e re  were o n ly  two room ra n g e s  ( a s  opposed  to  

t h r e e  in  t i e  p r e v io u s  e x am p le ) ,  and  the  p assag e  was wide enough to  

a l lo w  fo r  a movement which doub led  back  on i t s e l f .  Four bedrooms 

were a c h ie v e d  w i th  the  a i d  o f  p a r t i t i o n i n g .  The co v e re d  ve randah  

o n ly  o c c u r re d  on the  ground f l o o r ,  w h i l s t  the  upper l e v e l  was 

t r e a t e d  a s  an open b a lc o n y .  T h is  r e c e s s i o n  a t  the  upper  l e v e l  

em phasised  the r a t h e r  f i n e  double  s to r e y e d  bay windows -w hich  were



c e l e b r a t e d  f u r t h e r  by having  t h e i r  own r o o f s  and  b ack in g  g a b le s  

-w h ich  v i s u a l l y  pushed them fo rw ard .

V a r i a t i o n  2: 2 rooms w id e .  U n i t  w id th  = 2 rooms s e p a r a t e d  by a

m idd le  p a s s a g e .

2a: In  JOHANNESBURG 2659 ( d a t e :  1896) [FIGURE 3 .2 -4 7 ]

th e  s t a i r c a s e s  were squeezed  between tlie draw ing  and  d in in g  rooms 

a ]  though th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  p a t t e r n  rem ained  e s s e n t i a l l y  l o n g i t u d i n a l .  

The accommodation o f f e r e d  in  t h i s  two roomed u n i t  ( i n  leng th#  

b r e a d th  and  h e ig h t )  was f a r  more than  th e  a v e ra g e  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  

h o u se .  T h is  le d  to  an  i n d i s t i n c t  d i v i s i o n  b e tw ix t  p r i v a t e  and 

s e m i - p r i v a t e  space (which fo rm e r ly  made use  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  in  l e v e l  

a s  a b a r r i e r ) .  The w id th  o f  the  whole house and  the  e f f o r t  r e q u i r e d  

in  b u i l d in g  a doub le  s t o r ? y  must s u r e l y  have co u n ted  a g a i n s t  t h i s  

t y p e ' s  wide u s e .  The e l e v a t i o n  was o f  the  a r t i c u l a t e d  facad e  

v a r ie ty #  the  verandah  (a doub le  s to r e y e d  e le m e n t)  f i r m ly  h e ld  in  

p o s i t i o n  by the  end g a b l e s .  The d o u b le  s a s h  windows used  on the  

g a b le  on b o th  the upper and  lower l e v e l  g iv e  away i t s  v in t a g e  a s  

l a t e r  v e r s i o n s  were s u re  to  have had bay windows. The use  o f  

f a c e - b r i c k  a t  a time when the  q u a l i t y  was s u s p e c t ,  i s  p ro b a b ly  an

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a t i g h t  b u d g e t .

V a r i a t i o n  3: Whereas b e fo re  one would have te e n  hard  p r e s s e d  to  

f i n d  a lm o s t  e x a c t  r e p l i c a s  o f  ty p e s  in  p a t t e r n  books em ana ting  from 

E ng land ,  NEW DOORNFONTEIN 603 ( c h t e :  1902) [FIGURE 3 .2 -4 8 ]  has j u s t

such  a p e d ig re e  (9 5 ) .  The e l e v a t i o n  took few c l u e s  from S o u th e rn

A fr ic a n  p re c e d e n t  - t h e  most n o t i c e a b l e  a b s e n te e  be ing  tlie verandah  

on the  g round f l o o r  a n d /o r  a b a lco n y  on the  second .  An u n u su a l  

r e v e r s a l  o f  p la n n in g  and  e l e v a t i o n a l  norms p ervaded ; the  e n t r a n c e s  

were n o t  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the  f i r e w a l l  b u t  on the  e x t r e m i t i e s ,  th e  

g a b l e s  and  t h e i r  uncustom ary  f u l l  w id th  bay windows were p la c e d  n e x t



to  e a c h  o t h e r  w ith  j u a t  the f i r e w a l l  between them. One o f  the 

a d v a n ta g e s  o f  t h i s  p la n  was t h a t  the  chimney s t a c k s  were few s in c e  

the  f i r e  p l a c e s  were b a c k - to - b a c k .

D. THE CORNER SHOP/HOUSE COMBINATION

G e n e r a l ly  tlie c o rn e r  sh o p /h o u se  co m b in a tio n  was an  am algam ation  o f  an  

e s t a b l i s h e d  house type w i th  a shop a t t a c h e d  - a l t h o u g h  t h i s  was n o t  a lw ays  

the  c a s e .  The ' a t t a c h e d '  ty p e s  may have been any  one o f  th e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  

d e ta c h e d ,  t e r r a c e  o r  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  houses  a l r e a d y  exam ined, in  which case  

to  r e - l i s t  them here  would be r e p e t i t i o u s  and o f  l i t t l e  b e n e f i t .

Having s t a t e d  t h a t  ' g e n e r a l l y '  th e  p a t t e r n  was an  a lm a 'g a m a t io n ,  

however, m ere ly  d e f i n e s  one o f  the  ways o f  h a n d l in g  << : sh o p /h o u se

d e s ig n  - a n d  d o es  n o t  r e a l l y  em brace t i e  o t h e r  a p p r  e s .  C l e a r l y  a n o th e r  

form o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  must be used  here  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  between the 

d i f f e r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  to  th e  d e s ig n  prob lem . O b v io u s ly  i t ’ s  n o t  enough to  

p o in t  o u t  t h a t  a  s p e c i f i c  example was a doub le  s t o r e y  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  house 

l in k e d  to  a shop  any more than  i t  i s  s a t i s i i c t o r y  to  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  a 

round b lo c k  f i t s  i n t o  a round  ho le  when i t ' s  c h ro m a t ic  q u a l i t y  o f  the  

b lock  t h a t  i s  under s c r u t i n y .  O b se rv a t io n  r e v e a l s  th r e e  o b v io u s  

a p p ro a c h e s :

V a r i a t i o n  1: T ie  f i r s t  i s  a pure  form - a  p e r f e c t  f u s io n  d e r iv e d  

from an a c c u r a t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  the  two i n d i v i d u a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  and  a 

s u b se q u e n t  c o a le s c e n c e  which i s  nei t h e r  in  p la n  o r  a p p e a ra n c e  

i m e d i a t e l y  r e c o g n i s e a b le  a s  b e in g  o f  one o r  the  o t h e r ,  y e t  i s  

im m inen tly  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t i e  f u n c t io n  o f  b o th .  T h is  somewhat 

t h e o r e t i c a l  n o t io n  was h a rd ly  a  c o n s c io u s  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d e s ig n  

am ongst the  e a r l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r s ,  y e t  t i e  c o rn e r  sh o p /h o u se  

e v e n t u a l l y  deve lo p ed  a  language  t h a t  was to  become un ique  to  i t .  The 

f i r s t  u n co n sc io u s  b e g in n in g s  a r e  c rude  in  the  e x tre m e ,  p ro b a b ly  due



to  a  r e l u c t a n c e  on th e  p a r t  of the d e s i g n e r s  to  th in k  o u t  the 

problem  f o r  the  time i t  would tav e  ta k e n .  See FORDSBURG 196 ( c i r c a

1896) [FIGURE 3 .2 -4 9 ]  fo r  b a s i c  ty,> . FORDSBURG 331-332 (1892)

[FIGURE 3 .2 -5 0 ]  b e g in s  Lc <ckno»Ledge t h a t  such  c o m b in a t io n s  d e s e rv e  

a d i f f e r e n t  e l e v a t i o n a l  a e s t h e t i c  t r e a t m e n t ,  a l th o u g h  in  p la n  m ere ly  

p re -e m p ts  th e  nex t c a t e g o r y :

V a r ia t io n  2: The second  ty*>e was th e  la z y  s o l u t i o n  - t h a t  o f  

a t t a c h m e n t :  th e  developm en t (and t h i s  m ust be s t r e s s e d ,  t h a t  the 

shop  was p a r t  o f  a s p e c u l a t i v e  developm en t)  m e re ly  in c o rp o r a te d  a 

shop  between e s t a b l i s h e d  s e l f  c o n ta in e d  house ty p e s  - t h i s  was th e  

m ost common shop/ho  use c o m b in a tio n  an d  has a l r e .  iy  been b r i e f l y  

d i s c u s s e d .  A lthough the  shop la y  betw een o r  n e x t  to  th e s e  ty p e s ,  

l i t t l e  o r  no a l t e r a t i o n  was made to  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  s t a t u s .  The id ea  

was th u s  one o f  assem b lage  - t h e  p l a c in g  s id e  by s id e  o f  1 ready  

m ades ' w ith  e l e v a t i o n a l  c o n c e s s io n s  to  c o m p o s i t io n a l  co h eren ce  by 

the  r e p e t i t i o n  o r  e x t e n s io n  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e le n ie n t  o r  

d e t a i l .  FERREIRAS TOWN ( c i r c a  1893) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 5 1 ] ,  was f a i r l y  

b a s i c ,  w h i l s t  JOHANNESBURG 3117-3118 ( c i r c a  1893) [FIGURE 3 .2 -5 2 ]  

was a  l a rg e r  and  more f lam boyan t example o f  the  same id e a .  A 

v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  type can be seen in  MAYFAIR 108 (dt>te: 1904) 

[FIGURE 3 .2 - 5 3 ]  where the  shop  was su r ro u n d e d  by c l e a r l y  

d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  u n i t s ,  though the accommodation above th e  shop was a 

compromise to  s u i t  the  c o n d i t i o n .

V a r i a t i o n  3: The t h i r d  type  was one o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n s ;  in w hich 

th e  shop s a t  w i th in  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  type  -m e re ly  d i s p l a c i n g  one o r  

two o f  i t s  rooms. I t  re a d  th e r e f o r e  a s  an  im p u r i ty  w i th in  the  f a b r i c  

o f  the  house ( s e e  HERONMERE 153 ( d a t e : 1905) [FIGURE 3 . 2 - 5 4 ] ) .

As can  be seen  none o f  th e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  

in  the  se n s e  that: i t  can be r e l a t e d  to  a  c o n s c io u s  th e o ry  o f  s t y l e  - t h e y

♦ « v . '  »



a r e  more s y n t a c t i c a l  a r r a n g e m e n ts  o r  r e - a r r a n g e m e n ts  which p e r t a i n  to  the  

b ro a d e r  sp ec tru m  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  in v e n t io n .

N O T E S

(1) Jo h an n esb u rg  Census, 1896. Deel I X .-  Womngen en Gebouwen e n z ;  b innen  
een  c i r k e l  van 3 m i j le n  u i t  h e t  M a rk tp le in .

(2) M u th es iu s ,  S tep h a n .  The E n g l is h  T e r ra c e  House. 2nd. e d .  New Haven: Yale
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1933. p !47 .

(3) R ad fo rd ,  D ennis  J .C .  The A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  the  W estern  Cape 1838 to  1901. 
Phd. T h e s i s ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  the W i tw a te r s r a n c , Jo h an n esb u rg ,  1979. p . 99 .

(4 )  D u tto n ,  R a l f .  The V ic to r i a n  Home. 1 s t  e o .  London: B.T. B a t s fo rd  L t d . ,  
1954. p . 18.

<5) Edwards, A r th u r  M. The Design o f  S u b u rb ia ,  1 s t  e d .  London: Pembridge 
•es'", 1981. p . 73 . An i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i n e  under th e  heading  'N o te s  and  
n i k i d 1 c o u ld  be found in  'The I l l u s t r a t e d  C a rp e n te r  and B u i l d e r ' ,  in  
.ch <• p r o s p e c t i v e  d e v e lo p e r  who r e q u i r e d  p la n s  would w r i t e  to  the

1, s t a t i n g  h i s  n e e d s ,  and a s k in g  fo r  s u g g e s t io n s .  A few weeks l a t e r ,
_ _ ^ y  vo i ld  be p u b l i s h e d ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a  s m a l l - s c a l e  e l e v a t i o n  and

p la n .  A ltiiough e s s e n t i a l l y  a  f a c i l i t y  a v a i l a b l e  to  the  s p e c u l a t o r  in  
England , th e  a d v ic e  in  b o th  the  l i t e r a r y  and  i l l u s t r a t i v e  s e n s e  proved  
in v a lu a b le  to  th o se  in  the  c o l o n i e s .

(6) Cook, O l iv e .  The E n g l is h  House th ro u g h  Seven C e n t u r i e s .  Hammondsworth: 
Penguin Books P ty  L td . ,  1984. p . 286.

(7 )  I b i d .  p . 300.

(8) G i ro u a rd ,  Mark. The V ic to r i a n  C oun try  House. New Haven and  London: Yale 
U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1979. p . 46.

(9 )  I b i d .  p62. D iag o n a ls  -a n d  th e r e f o r e  r o o f s  and g a b le s  - p l a y  a minor 
p a r t ,  o f t e n  no p a r t  a t  a l l  in  s t a n d a r d  l a t e  G eo rg ian  p ic tu r e s q u e  
c o m p o s i t io n .

(10) I r v i n g ,  R o b e r t .  (C o m p ile r ) .  T ie  H is to r y  and D esign o f  th e  A u s t r a l i a n  
House. 1 s t  e d .  M elbourne: Oxford U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1985. C h a p te r  e n t i t l e d  
'The P o r ta b l e  H ouse1 by M ile s  Lew is, p . 283.

(11) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (2) p232.

(12) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (10 ) p93.

(13) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (8) p . 72.

(14) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (2 )  p . 231.

(15) A lthough  t h i s  l i s t  was p roduced  by a s u p p l i e r  in  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h ,  the  
m a t e r i a l s  m en tioned  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  the  range  which would have been 
a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  Johannesbu rg  b u i l d e r .  I t  i s  from such  s u p p l i e r s  a t  the  
p o r t s ,  t h a t  most o f  the goods were d i s p a t c h e d .



(16) Same? r e f e r e n c e  a s  (2) p . 200.

(17) Kearney, B r ia n .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  in  t o t a l  from IB24 to  1893. 1 s t  e d .  Cape 
To. m: A.A. Balkema, 1973. p . 68 .

(18) I b i d .  p . 76.

(19) B u ild in g  b y - law s  a s  s e t  by the  Johan n esb u rg  G ezondheids  c o m i te , c l a u s e  
12.
(20) Census o f  17 A p r i l  1904. W itw a te r s ra n d  d i s t r i c t .

(21) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (3) p287.

(22) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (4) p . 20.

(23) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (10) p . 75.

(24) I b i d .  p . 76.

(25) Downing, A .J .  The A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  C oun try  H ouses. New York: Dover 
P u b l i c a t i o n s  L t d . , 1969 ( o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  1850).  ’ . . . A  much h ig h e r  
c h a r a c t e r  i s  c o n f e r r e d  on a s im p le  c o t t a g e  by a  ve randah  than by a  h ig h ly  
o rnam ented  g a b l e ,  because  one i n d i c a t e s  the c o n s t a n t  means of. en joym en t f o r  
the  in m ates  -so m e th in g  in  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  b e s id e s  m i n i s t e r i n g  to  the 
n e c e s s i t i e s  -w h i le  a more o rn a m e n ta l  verge  b o a rd  shows som eth ing ,  the  
b e a u ty  o f  w hich i s  n o t  so d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c te d  w i th  the  l i f e  o f  l 1 owner o f  
the  c o t t a g e ,  and  which i s  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  e x p e n s iv e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  . e s s  
u s e f u l . 1 p . 47 .

(26) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p . 41 .

(27) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (25) p . 112.

(28) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p . 41 .

(29) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (25) p . 286.

(30) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (3 ) , I l l u s t r a t i o n  276.

(31) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (10) p .1 0 0 .

(32) Sartv r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p . 68 .

(33) I b id . , p . 68.

(34) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (5) |p . l .

(35) Ib id . , p . 25.

(36) I b i d .  0 .2 7 .

(37) R ad fo rd ,  D enn is .  P u b l ic  and  P r i v a t e  in  the  E a r ly  su b u rb s  o f  
J o to n n e s b u rg .  A r c h i t e c tu r e  SA. J a n /F e b  1982. p l8 -1 9 .

(38) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (25) p . 372.



(39) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (17) p .4 2 ,  R e f e r r i n g  E a s t l a k e s  recom m endations o f  
1872.

(40) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (25) p . 368 .To a c h ie v e  th e s e  c o l o u r s ;  , i n e l y  
powdered c h a rc o a l  added  to  w hitew ash  would p ro v id e  an  e f f e c t i v e  g r e y ;  raw 
am b er , d ra b ;  and  c t a r c o a l z In d ia n  r e d  and  y e l lo w  o c h re  would p ro v id e  fawn.

(41) I b i d .  p . 369.

(42) I b i d .  p . 370.

(43) I b i d .  p . 3 6 6 . ' . . .m o u ld in g s  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  f l a t  and  b road  a lw ays  i n d i c a t e  
the  f i n i s h  o f  the  c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e s ,  and  m ould ings  r a t h e r  th i c k  and 
p r o j e c t i n g ,  the  p o in t e d  s t y l e s . '

(44) M u th es iu s ,  Herman. The E n g l i s h  H ouse. e d .  D. Sharpe .R e p u b l is h e d  1979
from 2nd e d .  o f  1908. New Haven: Yale U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  p . 166. ' . . . T h e  dado
nay be p a n e l l e d  in  wood, papered  o r  c o v e re d  w i th  l e a t h e r  o r  m a tt in g  o r  even
p l a i n  p l a s t e r ,  w i th  o r  w i th o u t  s t e n c i l l e d  p a t t e r n i n g ,  s tu c c o ,  Jap a n e se  
l e a t h e r  h a n g in g s ,  any  k ind  o f  r e l i e f  f a c in g  in  p l a s t e r b o a r d  o r  ^an 
e x t re m e ly  p o p u la r  m o t i f  - h a I f - t i m b e r i n g  w i th  p l a i n  i n f i l l . 1

(45) I b id . , p . 166.

(46) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (25) p . 372.

(47) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p .4 3 .

(48) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (44) p . 191.

(49) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p . 68.

(50) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (44) p . 79 . M u th es iu s  f i n d s  p r a c t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s
a e s t h e t i c  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  1. . .  In  the  E n g l i s h  room th e re  a r c  a lm o s t  a lw ay s  
two e n t i r e  w a l l s  w i th o u t  o p e n in g s ,  w hereas  we in  Germany a r e  o n ly  to o  fond 
o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  w a l l  s u r f a c e  to  com m unicating d o o r s ,  which i s  a g rave  
d is a d v a n ta g e  when i t  comes to  f u r n i s h i n g  and  g iv in g  the  room a homely 
a t m o s p h e r e . . . '

(51) I b i d .  p . 67 . ' . . . A t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  i t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  in  England l i e s  in  
i t s  c a p a c i t y  to  v e n t i l a t e  f a r  more than  to  h e a t ,  a s  i s  d e m o n s tra te d  by the  
E n g l is h  b e l i e f  t h a t  e v e ry  bedroom must have i t s  f i r e - p l a c e ,  even i f  the 
f i r e  i s  r a r e l y  l i t . . . E v e r y  f i r e - p l a c e  has  a f lu e  o f  i t s  o w n . . . '

(52) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 85.

(53) Same r e f e r e n c e  a c  (17) p . 43 .

(54) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p .  182.

(55) I b i d .  p . 130.

(56) B u r n e t t ,  J o h n .  A S o c ia l  H is to r y  o f  Housing (1 8 1 5 -1 9 7 0 ) .  Newton Abbot: 
David & C h a r le s ,  1978. p .1 1 1 .

(57) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (37) p . 19.

m



(39) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (17) p . 42 , R e f e r r i n g  E a s t l a k e s  recon rnenda tions  o f  
1872.

(40) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (25) p . 368 .To a c h ie v e  th e se  c o l o u r s ;  f i n e l y  
powdered c h a r c o a l  added  to  w hitew ash  would p ro v id e  an  e f f e c t i v e  g re y ;  raw 
am b er , d r a b ;  and  c h a r c o a l ,  In d ia n  r e d  and y e l lo w  o c h re  would p ro v id e  fawn.

(41) I b i d .  p . 369.

(42) I b i d .  p . 370.

(43) I b i d .  p . 3 6 6 . '  . . .m o u ld i n g s  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  f l a t  and  b ro ad  a lw ays  i n d i c a t e  
th e  f i n i s h  o f  the  c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e s ,  and m ould ings  r a t h e r  t h i c k  a n J  
p r o j e c t i n g ,  the p o in t e d  s t y l e s . 1

(44) M u th es iu s ,  Herman. The E n g l i s h  House, e c .  D. Sharpe .R e p u b l is h e d  1979
from 2nd e d .  o f  1908. New Haven; Yale U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  p . 166. ' . . . T h e  dado
may be p a n e l l e d  in  wood, p apered  o r  co v e re d  w i th  l e a t h e r  o r  m a t t in g  o r  even
p l a i n  p l a s t e r ,  w i th  o r  w i th o u t  s t e n c i l l e d  p a t t e r n i n g ,  s tu c c o ,  Jap a n e se
le a  t i te r  h an g in g s ,  any  k in d  o f  r e l i e f  f a c in g  in  p l a s t e r b o a r d  o r  -an  
e x t re m e ly  p o p u la r  m o t i f  - h a I f - t i m b e r i n g  w i th  p l a i n  i n f i l l . 1

(45) I b id . , p . 166.

(46) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (25) p . 372.

(47) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p . 43 .

(48) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (44) p . 191.

(49) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (17) p. 68 .

(50) Same r e f e r e n c e a s (44) p . 79 . M uthes iu s  f i n d s  p r a c t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s
a e s t h e t i c  re a so n  fo r  t h i s  1. . . I n  the  E n g l is h  room th e r e  a r e  a lm o s t  a lw ay s  
two e n t i r e  w a l l s  w i th o u t  o p e n in g s ,  where n we in  Germany a r e  o n ly  too  fond 
o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  w a l l  s u r f a c e  to  com m unicating d o o r s ,  w hich i s  a g rave  
d is a d v a n ta g e  when i t  comes to  f u r n i s h in g  and  g iv in g  t  <e room a homely 
a t m o s p h e r e . . . '

(51) I b i d .  p . 67 . ' . . . A t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  i t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  in  England l i e s  in  
i t s  c a p a c i t y  to  v e n t i l a t e  f a r  more than to  h e a t ,  a s  i s  d e m o n s tra te d  by the  
E n g l is h  b e l i e f  t h a t  e v e ry  bedroom must have i t s  f i r e - p l a c e ,  even i f  the 
f i r e  i s  r a r e l y  l i t . . . E v e r y  f i r e - p l a c e  has a f lu e  o f  i t s  o w n . . . '

(52) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 85.

(53 )  Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (17) p .4 3 .

(54) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 182.

(55) I b i d .  p . 130.

(56) B u r n e t t ,  J o h n .  A S o c ia l  H is to r y  o f  Housing (1 8 1 5 -1 9 7 0 ) .  Newton Abbot; 
David & C h a r le s ,  1970. p .1 1 1 .

(57) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (37) p . 19.



(58) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 4 ) .  D utton  q u o te s  K err -  ' I n  suburban  v i l l a s  and  
o t h e r  sm a ll  houses  where accommodation i s  r a d i c a l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  the  
numbers o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e c e iv e d ,  i t  may be r e q u i r e d  t h a t  th e  d in in g -ro o m  
s h a l l  be co n n e c te d  w ith  the d ra w in g - ro o m .. . a  g r i e v o u s  i n f o r m a l i t y . '
p . 104-105.

(59) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 83 . The d e r i v a t i o n  o f  the  name 'd raw ing  
ro o m ':  ' . . . I t  was f i r s t  used  to  d e s c r ib e  the  p r i v a t e  room t h a t  s p l i t  o f f  
from the  g r e a t  common h u l l  o f  the  E n g l is h  m anor-house and  was in te n d e d  fo r
th e  use o f  the  g e n t ry  when th e y  w ished  to  w i th d r a w . '

(60) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (17) p .4 2 .  T h is  q u o te  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a passage  from 
'B e l i n d a ' s  Aid To C o lo n ia l  Housewives ( c .  1890).

(61) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) ' . . . T h e  draw ing  room, the  m i s t r e s s ' s  th rone  
r o o m , . . . t h e  room in  which one t a l k s ,  r e a d s  and  sp en d s  i d l e  h o u rs ,  the  room 
in  w hich the o c c u p a n ts  a ssem b le  b e fo re  m eals  and amuse them se lves  
a f t e r w a r d s  w i th  c o n v e r s a t io n  and  p l a y . . . T h u s . . . t h e  draw ing room com bines 
the  use  o f  the la d y  o f  the  h o u s e ' s  room, the  l i v i n g  room and the  r e c e p t io n  
r o o m . . . i t s  f u n c t io n  i s  th e  same a t  e v e ry  l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t y ' ,  p . 83.

(62) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  ( 5 6 ) .  p . 169.

(63) J u s t  because  the draw ing room i s  in  the  f r o n t  and  a c c e n te d  by g a b le s ,  
t u r r e t s ,  v e r a n d a h 's  e t c ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  i t  i s  tlie most im p o r ta n t  
room in  the  house (a s  the  s e m a n t ic s  i n t e r p r e t e d  by t o d a y 's  s t a n d a r d s  ,would
have us  b e l i e v e ) .  The d in in g  room a l r e a d y  m en tioned ,  would have been the
most ' im p o r ta n t '  room in  the  house (even in  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ) ,  a l th o u g h  i t  
would rave  r e c e iv e d  v e ry  l i t t l e  e x t e r n a l  e m b e l l i s h m e n t-  i f  one i s  lo o k in g  
fo r  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in  the  l a t e  V ic o r ia n  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u se ,  then  t h i s  seems 
to  be one o f  them!

(64) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (4) p . 2 .

(65) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 85 .

(66) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (4 )  p . 136.

(67) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 91 .

(68) I b i d .  p . 92 . Here M uthes iu s  s a y s :  ' I n  E n g l is h  o p in io n  the  bedroom 
b e lo n g s  to  the  wonan and  i t  m ig h t a l s o  be s a id  t h a t  the  man e n t e r s  a s  her  
g u e s t . . . '

(69) I b i d .  p . 92 .

(70) F l e t c h e r  B a n n is te r  and H .P h i l i p s  F l e t c h e r  T E n g l is h  Home. London: 
Metheun and  Co. L td .  p . 46 . ' . . .  the  sun sh o u ld  ei ,t .e r  the  l iv in g - ro o m  a t  some 
p e r io d  o f  the day , fo r  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  a i r  o f  a room a s  
w a te r  i s  to  the  human body, and  no a p a r tm e n t  can be c o n s id e r e d  h e a l th y  
w hich i s  n o t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  d i s i n f e c t e d  by i t s  r a y s . . . E v e n  in  awkwardly 
s i t u a t e d  rooms i t  i s  o f t e n  p o s s i b l e  to  p u t  in  a s m a l l  sun-window, which 
a d d s  much to  the- c h e e r in e s s  o f  the  h o u se ,  and  a f f e c t s  in  no sm all  d eg ree  
th e  h e a l th  and s p i r i t s  o f  the  c c u p a n t s . '

(71) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 96 .
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(72) I b i d .  p .1 0 0 .

(73) By-laws o f  the  G ezondheids  Comite 1891, c l a u s e  31, p r o h i b i t s  a 
h a b i t a b l e  room be ing  b u i l t  o v e r  a  ' p r i v i e  o r  a s h - p i t ' .

(74) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (44) p . 93. The i n c l u s i o n  o f  a  t o i l e t  w i th in  the  
house when i t  was a p a i l  system  was o b v io u s ly  n o t  e n t e r t a i n e d .  Even i f  i t  
were a v a i l a b l e  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  lo b b ie d  a g a i n s t  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  w i th in  th e  
b a th ro o m ; ' . . . . i t  would be c o n s id e r e d  b a rb a ro u s  and i s ,  we r e p e a t ,  t o t a l l y  
in a d m is s ib le  [ t o  p u t  tliem in th e  same ro o m } . . .  i t  i s . ,  . e n t i r e l y  *>ut o f  p la ce  
in  the b a th ro o m .. . fo r  b a th in g  i s  p l e a s u r e a b le  and n o t  a n e c e s s a ry  e v i l ' .

(75) E x t r a c t s  from the  G ezonheids  r e g u l a t i o n s .  B u i ld in g  b y - la w s  and g e n e r a l  
form s, r e l a t i n g  to  new b u i l d i n g s .  C lause  2 - C l o s e t s  o r  P r i v i e s .  1893.

(76) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (10) p . 310. C h ap te r  by Ray Sumner on the  'Q ueensland  
S t y l e ' .

(77) I b i d .  p . 306. Sumner c o n f e s s e s  c o n fu s io n  a s  to  th e  o r i g i n  o f  the  
verandah  house b u t  s t a t e s ;  'The s u g g e s t io n  has  been f r e q u e n t l y  advanced  
t h a t  the  A n g lo - In d ia n  bungalow was a model f o r  t h i s  k in d  o f  house .  But a 
very  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  the  In d ia n  bungalow, 'a  European v e r s io n  o f  the  
Bengal d o u b le - ro o fe d  h o u s e ' ,  i s  t h a t  the  w a l l  s e c t i o n  between the  two 
s e p a r a t e  e le m e n ts  ( c o re  and v e ra n d a h )  i n c o r p o r a t e s  c l e r e s t o r y  windows to  
ad m it  l i g h t  to  c o re  rooms, o r  a t  l e a s t  sm a l l  v e n t s  to  co o l  by e x h a u s t in g
lot a i r  from th e  ro o f  s p a c e .  T h is  p a t t e r n  seems v i r t u a l l y  unknown in  

Q u e e n s la n d . . . '

(78) K earney, B r ia n .  A R ev ised  L i s t i n g  o f  the  Im p o r ta n t  P la c e s  and 
B u i ld in g s  in  Durban. Durban 1984. P re p a re d  fo r  th e  C i ty  C o u n c i l  o f  Durban. 
P u b l is h e d  by L i th o to n e .  On page 5 Kearney r e f e r s  to  an  e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t e p  in  
the  v erandah  h o u s e 's  l i f e , ' . . . t h e  v e ran d a h  house would ue t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
b r i c k  and  s l a t e  o r ,  w o o d -an d - iro n  and  i n d i c a t e  a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  on th e  p a r t  
o f  a r c h i t e c t s  and  b u i l d e r s  to  d e p a r t  from 'a  p r i m i t i v e n e s s '  and  to  d e c o r a te  
and  e m b e l l i s h  the  form and  the  e l e m e n ts .

^79) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (3) p . 327.

(80) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (17) p . 42 . Kearney makes the  p o i n t  t h a t  the verandah  
house was c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  p la n s  o f  th e  ' t y p i c a l  E n g l i s h  h ouse ' 
(p resum ably  the  E n g l is h  c o t t a g e  p la n  w ith  o r  w i th o u t  the  t r i p l e  r a n g e ) ,  
be ing  v a r i a t i o n s  on the  c e n t r a l  c o r r i d o r  type w ith  rooms le a d in g  o f f  bo th  
s i d e s .  A lthough the  v erandah  house must have ev o lv ed  from so m eth in g ,  i t  
p o s se s se d  m o rp h o lo g ica l  and p la n n in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  j u s t i f y  s e p a r a t e  
c l a s s i f i c a  t i o n .

(81) What i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  s e t  o f  p la n s  ( in  the  
p h y s ic a l  s e n s e ,  n o t  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a tiouse) i s  t h a t  they  a r e  
o b v io u s ly  p r i n t e d  o f f  from a s e t  o f  e x i s t i n g  house p l a n s ,  c u t  o u t  and 
p a s te d  on a new s h e e t  w i th  t t e  a p p r o p r ia  '  s i t e  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  s ta n d  453-5 
Jeppes tow n . A lthough  house ty p e s  were o f t e n  r e p r o d t  , d ,  i t ' s  r a r e  to  f in d  
t h a t  they  w e r e n ' t  c o m p le te ly  red raw n . Copying equ ipm ent in  th e  e a r l y  1890' s  
in  sm all  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  was a lm o s t  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  and  m ight o n ly  
ixive o c c u r re d  in  l a r g e  o f f i c e s  w hich c o u ld  a f f o r d  i t .  However# the  f a c t  
t h a t  no name i s  g iven  under the a r c h i t e c t  f u r t h e r  t h i c k e n s  th e  m y s te ry .

*



(82) T here  i s  a  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  'v e ra n d a h  h o u se '  / f l a n k e d  by Owen L e t c h e r , 
Willem B oshoff  and  Broadway ro a d s  in  K en s in g to n .

(83) I t  must be em phasised  t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i e s  to  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  sm a ll  house 
o n ly  - l a r g e r  ho u ses  u s in g  the  v e ran d a h  house c o n c e p t  o c c u r r e d  s l i g h t l y  more 
f r e q u e n t l y .

(84) R ad fo rd ,  D en n is .  The South  A f r ic a n  c o t t a g e  in  th e  19 th  c e n tu r y .  
L a n te rn ,  J u l y  1982. vo l  XXXI no. 3.

(85) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  , ; p.3C0 and  i l l u s t r a t i o n  3x3.

(86) same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (84) p . 65.

(87) The 'A g t e r h u i s '  in  the  e a r l i e r  cape houses  was o r i g i n a l l y  a p a r t  o f  
the  k i t c h e n  which was d iv id e d  by means o f  a  1 1 -cupboard  o r  'm u u r k a s ' .
With tim e how ever, i t  took  on a c l e a r  f u n c t io n  and  i d e n t i t y  o f  i t s  own, 
be ing  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  p la c e d  a t  the c e n t r e  t e a r , ' . . . T h i s  p a r t  o f  the 
k i t c h e n ,  now r e s e r v e d  a s  a d in in g  i >om, u l i t m a t e l y  d ev e lo p ed  in t o  the  in n e r  
h a l l ,  o r  a g t e r h u i s . ' ,  from James W axcm , Homesteads and  V i l l a g e s  o f  Sou th  
A f r i c a .  2nd. e d .  P r e t o r i a : J . L .  Van S k a ik ,  1965. p . 8 .

(88) Same r f f e r e n e e  a s  (3) p . 287. ' Double s t o r i e d  h o u ses ,  because  o f  t h e i r  
more im posing n a t u r e ,  were a lw ay s  p r e f e r r e d  to  a s i n g l e  s t o r e y  h o u s e . '

(89) A e r ia l  pho to  o f  1922.

(90) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (3) p . 310.

(91) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (10) p . 264. C h ap te r  by S a u n d e rs ,  David . The
A u s t r a l i a n  T e r r a c e .

(92) The Johannesbu rg  b o a rd in g  house la y o u t  was u s u a l l y  t y p i f i e d  by 
communal f a c i l i t i e s  (such  a s  the k i t c h e n  and  d in in g  room) a g a i n s t  the  road  
ed g e ,  w i th  the rooms t h r u s t  o u t  a g a i n s t  the  rem a in in g  b o u n d a r ie s .  The 
r e s u l t i n g  ' c o u r t '  was o c c a s i o n a l l y  o c c u p ie d  w i th  communal a b l u t i o n s .

(93) See S tephan  M u th e s iu s 's  book e n t i t l e d  'The E n g l i s h  T e r ra c e  House' New 
Haven: Yale U n i v e r s i t y ,  1983.

(94) Same r e f e r e n c e  a s  (91) p . 272.

(95) M id d le to n ,  G .A .T. ( E d i t o r ) .  Modern B u i ld in g s .  T h e i r  P la n n in g ,  
C o n s t r u c t io n  and  Equipm ent. London: The Caxton P u b l i s h in g  Company, 1907. 
v o l . 2 . p . 17. I l l u s t r a t i o n  11.



The t r a n s i t i o n  w hich i s  e v i d e n t  in  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  d o m e s t ic  p a t t e r n  a f t e r  

the  Sou th  A fr ic a n  War, d id  n o t  o c c u r  a g a i n s t  a b ackd rop  o f  a s t a b l e  o r  even 

gently growing popu lace  -the- demands made on the house , id en v ironm en t were 

c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a s im p le  e x t e n s io n  o f  t r e n d s  i n i t i a t e d  b e fo re  the  war. 

S o c i a l l y  Johannesbu rg  took  a  r a d i c a l  j o l t  which p la c e d  much o f  the p o s t  v a r  

e f f o r t  in  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ( a s  opposed  to  e v o l u t i o n a r y )  l i g h t .

'A bout f o r t y - f i v e  thousand  Jo h an n esb u rg  i n h a b i t a n t s  had r e tu r n e d  
s in c e  the  t i d e  o f  th e  war had r e c e d e d  and  a l l  were lo o k in g  e a g e r ly  
fo rw a rd ,  p la n n in g  fo r  a  f u tu r e  f u l l  o f  h o p e . ' (1)
1. .B y  18%  the  3 000 d ig g e r s  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  m ining  camp were l o s t  in  a 
town o f  100 000 r e s i d e n t s  and by 1914, th e s e  100 000 were in  tu rn  
becoming t a r d e r  to  f in d  in  a c i t y  w i th  o v e r  a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  
i n t o b i t a n t s .  The in e x o ra b le  p r e s s u r e  e x e r t e d  by p e o p le ,  h o u se s ,  shops 
o f f i c e s  and  f a c t o r i e s  pushed back the m u n ic ip a l  b o u n d a r ie s  from f iv e  
sq u a re  m i le s  in  1901, and  th e n -  more a m b i t i o u s l y  s t i l l -  to  an  enormous 
82 s q u a re  m i le s  in  1 9 0 3 . '  (2)

The p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e  was o f  a  s p e c i f i c  type - n o t  s im p ly  a hoard o f

new and  r e t u r n i n g  m in e r s ,  b u t  e n t i r e  f a m i l i e s ,  in  alm ost, a l l  the s o c i a l

c l a s s e s .

' . . . I n  g e n e r a l , the  p e r io d  betw een 1908 and the  o u tb r e a k  o f  the war saw a 
marked d e c l in e  in  the  number o f  s i n g l e  male w o rk ers  based  in  the b o a rd in g  
houses  o f  the  in n e r  c i t y ,  and  a s h a rp  in c r e a s e  in  the  number o f  
w o r k in g - c la s s  f a m i l i e s  lo c a t e d  in  the  s u b u rb s .  In 1897 o n ly  12 per  c e n t  
o f  the  W i tw a te r s r a n d 's  European mine em ployees were m a rr ie d  and had t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  r e s i d e n t  w i th  them in  th e  T ra n s v a a l ;  by 1902 t h i s  f ig u r e  had 
c r e p t  up to  20 pe r  c e n t ,  and in  1912 i t  r e a d i e d  42 pe r  c e n t .  I t  i s  
l a r g e l y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  backdrop  - t h e  em ergence o f  a more s o c i a l l y  o r d e r e d



c o l o n i a l  c i t y . . . '  (3)
' . . . t h i s  s h i f t  h e ra ld e d  a d e c l i i  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  d r in k i n g ,  w horing 
r i s e  o f  more 'b a l a n c e d '  fam ily  < 
cinema and  communally o rg a n is e d

What b ro u g h t  a b o u t  Uie change?

Sou th  A f r ic a n  War was run th rough
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n t r e d  l e i s u r e  time 
v a r i o u s  fo rm s, and the  
t e r e d  a round  the  t h e a t r e ,  
t i o n . ' (4)

much o f  w hat fo l lo w ed  the

was a t t r i b u t a b l e  to

, r u l e d  by a

was n a t u r a l l y  more

than  fad  p r e v io u s l y  been

m iss io n  was to  c r e a t e

de in  Park town " in  a 
town". For fo u r  y e a r s  
u te  R u le r  s i t u a t e d  n o t  
e  e n c la v e  o f  a  brand  
p r e s e n c e . . . 
s t r a t i o n ,  m ain ly  
un a r r i v i n g  in  
l e  f r a t e r n i t y  

P a t r i c i a n  s e t  f o r  the

the  South  A fr ic a n  War

was in  te rm s o f  i t s

ims R e s t  fud  h e ld .  (The

b r in g  t h e i r  w ives  and

h e lp ed  to  s t a b i l i s e  the

o f  f u r t h e r  secondary

c o l o n i a l  c i t y . . . '  (3)
' . . . t h i s  s h i f t  h e ra ld e d  a  d e c l in e  in  the  m a le - c e n t r e d  l e i s u r e  time 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  d r in k i n g ,  w horing and  gam bling  in  v a r i o u s  form s, and the  
r i s e  o f  more 'b a l a n c e d '  fa m ily  e n t e r t a i m  «. c e n t e r e d  a round  the t h e a t r e ,  
cinema and  communally o r g a n is e d  s p o r t  and  r e c r e a t i o n . 1 (4)

What b ro u g h t  a b o u t  tlie change?  In  Jo hannesbu rg  much o f  what fo l lo w ed  the

Sou th  A f r ic a n  War was run th ro u g h  w i th  a f e rv o u r  which was a t t r i b u t a b l e  to

a number o f  p r im ary  f a c t o r s :

( i )  a s t a b l e , and  more fa v o u ra b le  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n a r i o ,  r u l e d  by a

governm ent c o m p ris in g  ' u i t l a n d e r s *  -a n d  w hich was n a t u r a l l y  more

s y m p a th e t ic  tow ards  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  i n h a b i t a n t s  than  had p r e v io u s l y  been

s e a t  o f  governm ent from P r e t o r i a  to  J o h a n n e s b u rg # and w i th  the a i d  o f

s e v e r a l  young helmsmen a t te m p te d  to  c r e a t e  a new, o rd e re d  s o c i e t y .

Unashamedly o f  I m p e r i a l i s t ' s  m ethodology , h i s  m is s io n  was to  c r e a t e

o r d e r  and g iv e  d i r e c t i o n  to  t i e  b e r e f t  r e p u b l i c .

'M iln e r  o cc u p ie d  h i s  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t  S unnyside  in  Rarktown " in  a 
h i l l y  a r e a  on the n o r th e r n  o u t s k i r t s  o f  the town". For fo u r  y e a r s  
t h i s  was L) be the r e s id e n c e  o f  a n e a r  A b so lu te  R u le r  s i t u a t e d  n o t  
in  a l e s s e r  V e r s a i l l e s  b u t  in  a  Nouveau r i c h e  e n c la v e  o f  a  b rand  
new mining town. J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  p r o c o n s u la r  p r e s e n c e . . .

'The young members o f  M i l n e r ' s  new a c h n i n i s t r a t i o n ,  m ain ly  
p r o d u c ts  o f  B a l l i o l  and  New C o l l e g e ,  had begun a r r i v i n g  in  
Jo h an n esb u rg  a t  the  end o f  1900. T h is  a l l  male f r a t e r n i t y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  norms o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  a s p i r i n g  P a t r i c i a n  s e t  f o r  the  
n e x t  two g e n e r a t i o n s . ' (5)

( i i )  The p r o s p e c t  o f  a  s e c u re  g o ld  y i e l d .  B efore  tlie Sou th  A fr ic a n  War

th e  key s to n e  o f  J o h a n n e s b u rg 's  e x i s t e n c e  (g o ld )  was in  te rm s o f  i t s

s u s t a i n e d  p r o d u c t io n ,  a g r e a t  unknown. P r o s p e c to r s  were w e l l  aw are o f

the? ephem eral prom ise  t h a t  B a rb e r to n  and P i lg r im s  R e s t  tu d  h e ld .  (The

■ 1 - - '-------- '— g ' s  s o lv e n c y  be ing  one o f  the  main r e a s o n s

even p re p a re d  to  b r in g  t h e i r  w ives  and

t e r i a  n a t u r a l l y  h e lp ed  to  s t a b i l i s e  the 

th e  developm ent o f  f u r t h e r  secondary

th e  c a s e .  A f te r  the war Lord M iln e r  s h i f t e d  ( a l b e i t  te m p o ra r i ly )  the



i n d u s t r y  ( a n o th e r  s ig n  o f  the  grow ing c o n f id e n c e ) ,  in  w hich 

J o h a n n e s b u r g 's  dependence on s u r ro u n d in g  c e n t r e s  f o r  s u p p l i e s  and 

s e r v i c e s  was le s s e n e d .

Once th e s e  b road  and e s s e n t i a l l y  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d ,  the  f i e l d  v a s

r i p e  to  r e c e iv e  the  a d v an c es  o f  more g e n e r a l ,  g lo b a l  i n f l u e n c e .

P re d o m in a n t ly  in fo rm ing  the  p h y s i c a l ,  th e se  were a f u n c t io n  o f ,  a r t i s t i c ,

s c i e n t i f i c  and  f i n a n c i a l  p r o g r e s s io n  - i n f l u e n c i n g  the  e n v iro n m en t  o n ly  a s

much a s  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n  a l lo w e d ,  th ey  in c lu d e d :

( i )  The in c r e a s in g  r o l e  p la y e d  by the  b u i l d in g  S o c ie ty  which a f f o r d e d

f r e e h o ld  to  th o u san d s  o f  m odera te  income. These i n s t i t u t i o n s  f l o u r i s h e d

under th e  p r e v a i l i n g  tendency  o f  a  s o c i e t y  to  seek  g r e a t e r  independence

under c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s t a b i l i t y  and  s e c u r i t y .  Advice was a b u n d a n t :

' . . . w h e n  one w ants  to  r a k e  an  a d d i t i o n  to  a house o r  g a rd en  which 
has  been taken  on an ag ree m en t o r  l e a s e ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  found t h a t  
sp en d in g  money on o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  p r o p e r ty  i s  somewhat d i s a p p o i n t in g  
w o r k .1 (6)

w hich the B u i ld in g  S o c i e t i e s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o :

'R e n t  r e c e i p t s  w o n 't  buy a home!
They a r e  m ere ly  ev id e n c e  o f  e i t h e r  th o u g h t l e s s n e s s  o r  

t h r i f t l e s s n e s s  - p r o b  , ly  b o th .  I f  you d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  the  fo rc e  o f  
t h i s  argum ent now, you c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  in  a few y e a r s  t im e .  So why 

n o t  wake up and  shake o f f  the  r e n t - p a y in g  h a b i t ?
C a l l  o r  w r i t e  and l e e  u s  show you how our NEW LOAN SCHEME has 

he lped  many men to  become t h e i r  own L an d lo rd s  by making sm all  
m onth ly  p ay  e n t s  p ro b a b ly  no g r e a t e r  than  you now pay a s  r e n t . '  (7 )

By t h i s  time the  b u i l d in g  s o c i e t y  had become a perm anent i n s t i t u t i o n

( g ra d u a t in g  from the s m a l l ,  tem porary  s o c i e t y  ( 8 ) .  With o u t s i d e r s

le n d in g  money n o t  to  b u i l d  b u t  to  r e a p  i n t e r e s t ,  th e  b u i l d i n g  s o c i e t y

became more p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  and perm anent (9 )  - a l t h o u g h

a th o ro u g h ly  market o r i e n c a t e d  p r a c t i s e #  i t  a f f o r d e d  homes fo r

th o u san d s  o f  f a m i l i e s :

'E m o t io n a l ly ,  i t  s a t i s f i e d  the  d e e p ly  f e l t  n eed s  o f  o w n ersh ip ,  o f  
s e c u r i t y  and o f  c o n t r o l  o f  o n e ' s  e n v iro n m en t .  H ouse-ow nersh ip  
d e f in e d  s t a t u s  b e t t e r  than  a n y th in g  e l s e ,  c o n f e r r e d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  
and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and  made a man a f u l l y  p a r t i c i p a n t  member o f  
s o c i e t y * .  (10)



( i i )  A e s th e t i c  a d v a n c e s  made r e g a rd in g  the  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  b u i l t

en v iro n m en t —on b o th  the u rban  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f r o n t s :

a . )  U rban ; I d e a s  were l i f t e d  from the  e s c a l a t i n g  'g a rd e n  >_ity

movement (more g e n e r a l l y  honed down to  th e  'g a rd e n  su b u rb '

movement)* o r i g i n a t i n g  from B r i t a i n  (and p r a c t i c e d  on enormous s c a le

by the  A m eric an s ) .  The b a s i c  t e n e t  c l e a r l y  d e f in i n g  w orking and

l i v i n g  a r e a s  was the  one idea  g e n e r a l l y  ad n e re d  t o .  The consequence

o f  t h i s  a d o p t io n  -an  id e a  which a b h o r r e d  dense  h a b i t a t i o n ,  was the

b o ld  move node by the  town a u t h o r i t i e s  to  e x te n d  fhe  b o u n d a r ie s  in

the  s e r i e s  o f  m ass ive  l e a p s  a l r e a d y  m en tio n ed .  I t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  la y

in  the  r a d i c a l  in c r e a s e  in  the  p o p u la t io n  and  a g e n e ro u s  p r o j e c t e d

g ro w th .  S uburbs  were e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  th e  middle and  lower m iddle

c l a s s e s  on a much b ig g e r  s c a l e  than  had p r e v io u s ly  been the  c a s e .

A reas  which had been p ro c la im e d  tow nsh ips  on the  o u t s k i r t s  o f  the

town b e fo re  the  war and  had n o t  been b u i l t  upon, f l o u r i s h e d .  One o f

the  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  the  more rem ote  tow nsh ips  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  those

s o u th  o f  the m ining b e l t  T u r f f o n t e i n ,  K en ilw o rth  and  R egen ts  Park)

was t h a t  the  la n d  was c h e a p e r .  As f o r  the  o ld e r  a r e a s :

' . . . t h e  b u s in e s s  c e n t r e  o f  the  town i s  e x p an d in g ,  and  la n d  t h a t  
was fo rm e r ly  used f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  p u rp o se s  i s  now r e q u i r e d  fo r  
b u s in e s s  s i t e s  . . . t h e  p r e s e n t  v a lu e  o f  land  w i th in  the  v i c i n i t y  
o f  town i s  b ased  n o t  on i t s  v a lu e  to -d a y  fo r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p u rp o s e s ,  b u t  on i t s  p r o s p e c t iv e  v a lu e s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  hence fo r  
b u s in e s s  s i t e s . ' (11)

I t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  how ever, a s  a c o r o l l a r y  to  t h i s  im pe tus ,  n o t  a l l

who moved i n t o  the  new, o u t e r  tow nsh ips  were newcomers, s in c e  many

g ra sp e d  the o p p o r tu n i ty  to  r e - k i n d l e  a command o f  r e s p e c t :

1 For those  who moved from an o l d e r  t e r r a c e d  o r  s e m i-d e ta c h e d  
house in  a V ic to r i a n  m i d a l e - c l a s s  su b u rb  the a d v a n ta g e s  were 
. . . [ s o m e t i m e s ]  o f  am en ity  r a t h e r  than  space  . . . a d v a n t a g e s  la y  in  
such  t h i n g s  a s  a c o n v e n ie n t ,  modern k i t c h e n ,  a h a throom w i th  hot 
w a te r  su p p ly ,  e l e c t r i c i t y  fo r  l i g h t e r ,  s u n n ie r  rooms a n d ,  a lm o s t  
c e r t a i n l y ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e r  g a r d e n . '  (12)



b . ) A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ;

' I t  was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  when M ilne r  su rveyed  h i s  t a s k  o f  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  in  the  T ra n s v a a l  one o f  h i s  f i r s t  th o u g h ts  was 
how to  a v o id  the  s q u a lo r  w hich b u i l d i n g s  o f  a tem porary  n a t u r e /  
b u i l t  in  h a s te ,  would b r in g .  He was d e te rm in e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  a 
system  o f  b u i ld in g  w hich would g iv e  the  T ra n s v a a l  the  g i f t  o f  
perm anence. So w i th  the  prom ise  o f  a b u n d an t  w otk , Raker s e t  
f o r t h . . . ' ( 1 3 ) .  'B a k e r ,  R hodes ' a r c h i t e c t ,  a r r i v e d  in 
Jo h an n esb u rg  in  1902# a t  M i l n e r ' s  r e q u e s t . . .  Baker s  m i n d . . .  was 
f i l l e d  w i th  Im p e r ia l  imagery and  c l a s s i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
q u o t a t i o n s . . . 1 (14)

The imposed a e s t h e t i c  o r d e r  w hich was to  fo l lo w ,  b ro u g h t  to  ttie 

a r e a  a n  a u ra  o f  a lm o s t  f i r s t  hand m odern ity  -w h e re a s  b e f o r e  the 

p r e v a i l i n g  t a s t e  h id  been c o n t e n t  to  a b id e  under l o c a l l y  d ig e s t e d

' a e s t h e t i c  hand-m e-dow ns '.

( i i i )  Advances nude in  th e  f i e l d  o f  t r a n s p o r t .  Horse drawn t a x i s  and 

tram s hud been a round  b e f o r e  the  S ou th  A f r ic a n  War b u t  they  had n o t  

been g e a re d  to  n u s s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  l i m i t s  beyond 2-3  m i le s  o f  the 

town c e n t r e .  A f te r  the War the l a r g e r  s c a l e  v e n tu r e s  which were 

r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  the  e l e c t r i c  tram  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  grow th  in  o u te r  

r e a c h e s ,  4 -5  m i le s  o u t  o f  the  town c e n t r e .  The r a i lw a y  was a l s o  o f  

g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e , b u t  b e in g  l e s a  f l e x i b l e  c a t e r e d  o n ly  fo r  t l io se  in  the  

v i c i n i t y  o f  the  e a s t / w e s t  l i n e .  Those w e a l th y  enough to  keep  t h e i r  own 

c a r r i a g e  c o u ld  and  d id  l i v e  beyond the l i m i t  o f  bus  and  t r a i n  s e r v i c e .  

However, improvement in  t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  d id  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

imply a  more sumptuous l i v i n g  p a t t e r n .  I t  o f t e n  low ered  the s o c i a l  tone  

o f  th e  neighbourhood  by making p o s s i b l e  d e n s e r  hous ing  and  com m ercial 

d ev e lo p m en ts .  The in f lu e n c e  o f  the  motor c a r  o n ly  began to  be f e l t  in  

m iddle  c l a s s  su b u rb ia  a f t e r  the  F i r s t  World War, having  a m a jo r  im pact 

d u r in g  the l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  the tw e n t i e s .

D ates  o f  s e l e c t e d  i n f l u e n t i a l  e v e n t s  (15 );

.1903 May Rand Water Board e s t a b l i s l i e d .

B oun d ar ie s  o f  J o ta n n e s b u rg  i n c r e a s e s  to  81 and a



1905 A p r i l

1906 F eb ru a ry  14

1910 May 6

May 31 

1914 August 5 

?r l Q November 11 

k922 March 14 

March 17 

O ctobei 4

h a l f  sq u a re  m i le s .

M i l n e r ' s  term o f  o f f i c e  e n d s .  Succeeded  by the 

E a r l  o f  S e lb o rn e .

F i r s t  e l e c t r i c  tram s run  from M arket sq u a re  to  

S ie m e r t  Road r a i lw a y  b r id g e .

King Edward VTI d i e s .  Crown assum ed by King

George V.

Union o f  Sou th  A fr ic a  d e c l a r e d .

O u tb reak  o f  F i r s t  W^rld War.

A rm is t ic e  s ig n e r  e l d  War Oie e n d s .

F o rdsbu rg  f a l l s .  R e b e l l io n  c ru s h e d .

S t r i k e  c a l l e d  o f f .

U n iv e r s i t y  o f  the  W itw a te rs ra n d  e s t a b l i s h e d .
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Much a s  the  c h a p te r  on the  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  s p e c u l a t i v e  d w e l l in g  was 

s p l i t ,  so  t h i s  c h a p te r  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  two p a r t  d i v i s i o n ;  and  w h i l s t  the  

f i r s t  p a r t  s t i l l  d e a l s  w i th  a s p e c t s  o f  a g e n e ra l  and  a b s t r a c t  n a t u r e ,  such 

a s  Edwardian p r e f e r e n c e ,  em phasis  has  been s h i f t e d  from th e  p re o c c u p a t io n  

w ith  s t y l e ,  to  a p re o c c u p a t io n  o f  a n o th e r  k in d  - t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  

h a l l .  The second p a r t  s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  the su rv e y  o f  the  d i f f e r i n g  though 

commonly found Edwardian house fo rm s b u i l t  in  J o h a n n e s b u rg , and  the  e x t e n t  

to  which they  depend o r  c h a l le n g e  th e  t e n e t s  o f  the  f i r s t  p a r t .

5 .1  PART ONE -Background To Edwardian P re fe re n c e

I f  a  c e r t a i n  ' t im e - lag *  had r e t a r d e d  the  flow o f  id e a s  from England to  

the  c o l o n i e s  in  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  t im e s ,  the  s o u th  bound flow  was to  be s h o r t  

c i r c u i t e d  d u r in g  King Edward the V I I ' s  r e ig n  by the  r e s o l u t e  I m p e r i a l i s t  

v i s io n  to  c r e a t e  a f i rm  (and x.f c o u r s e  l u c r a t i v e )  b ase  fo r  the  Empire in  

Sou th  A f r i c a .  Thus the  l o c a t io n  o f  im petus  s h i f t e d  - b e f o r e  th o se  in  the  

c o l o n i e s  tod  s t r u g g l e d  to  keep a b r e a s t  o f  deve lopm en ts  in  the  p a r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s  -a n d  a s  to  w he ther  they  succeeded  o r  n o t  v a s  to  the  o r i g i n a t o r s  

o f  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t ;  b u t  w i th  the  r i c h e s t  g o ld  f i e l d s  in  the  w orld  in  t h e i r  

hands, England was awakened to  the  im portance  o f  m a in ta in in g  a p o l i t i c a l  

s t r o n g h o ld .  With the  p o s t in g  o f  in n o v a t iv e  g o v e rn o rs  to  the  r e g io n ,  id e a s



w ere ,  from then  on ( though n o t  be ing  f i r s t )  a t  l e a s t  second hand - a s  

opposed  to  t h i r d  o r  even f o u r t h  in  V ic t o r i a n  t im e s .  The consequence f o r  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  was an  e x p o su re  to  an  a r r a y  o f  new (and p a r t i c u l a r l y  B r i t i s h )  

i d e a s .

• I t  was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  when M ilne r  su rveyed  h i s  ta s k  o f  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  in  the  T ra n s v a a l  one o f  h i s  f i r s t  th o u g h ts  was how to  a v o id  

the  s q u a lo r  which b u i l d i n g s  o f  a tem porary  n a t u r e ,  [ o r ]  b u i l t  in  h a ? te ,  

would b r i n g .  He was d e te rm in e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  a system  o f  b u i l d i n g  which 

would g iv e  the T ra n s v a a l  th e  g i f t  o f  p e rm a n e n c e . . . '  ( 1 ) .  H is hand p icked  

roup in c lu d e d  an  a r c h i t e c t  who was to  have embodied ' . . .C h r i s to p h e r  W ren 's

b e l i e f ,  and  Rhodes ' to o ,  t h a t  " A r c h i t e c tu r e  has  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  u s e " ,  [ i n  the

hope] t h a t  i t  would " e s t a b l i s h  a n a t i o n " . ' (2)

A. FROM STYLISTIC EMBELLISHMENT TO SPACE

( i )  PREAMBLE

F i r s t l y  a common Edwardian d i s p l a y  o f  d is e n c h a n tm e n t :

'The most p r e v a l e n t  f a u l t  in  modern a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  the 
s t r i v i n g  a f t e r  p i c tu r e s q u e  e f f e c t  fo r  i t s  own s a k e , which 
g e n e r a l l y  r e s u l t s  in  crow ding the  b u i l d in g  w i th  m i n ia t u r e  f e a t u r e s  
w hich a t e  supposed  to  g iv e  s c a l e , b u t  o f  which the  n e t  r e s u l t  i s  
o f t e n  a t o y l i k e  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i th  a fu s s y  s t r a i n e d  e f f e c t ,  which i s  
an  o u tr a g e  on good t a s t e .  I t  i s  p e rh a p s  a q u e s t i o n  w hether  any  
d e s ig n  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  p i c tu r e s q u e n e s s  has e v e r  e q u a l l e d  the
a c c i d e n t a l  g ro u p in g  t h a t  i s  som etim es found in  o ld  h o u ses ,  whose
h i s t o r y  c l e a r l y  shows t h a t  t h e r e  was no d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t i o n  to  
p roduce the  t o t a l  r e s u l t . ' (3 )

S econd ly  a common Edwardian c a u t io n in g  and  remedy fo r  the  i l l s  o f  

con tem porary p r a c t i s e s :

' I n d e e d ,  tiie g r e a t e s t  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a l l  i s  t h a t  e v e ry  a r c h i t e c t  
sh o u ld  im p ress  on h i s  c l i e n t  the  im portance  o f  having  a d e f i n i t e  
aim  in  p lan  and d e s ig n  of h i s  house . What he n e e d s  and shou ld  have 
i s  a co m p le te ,  un ifo rm  scheme th ro u g h o u t  h i s  home. Opposed s t y l e s  
c a n n o t  be made to  a c c o rd  in  the  aame b u i l d i n g .  I t  i s  th e  h a l l ,  
to o ,  remembf. ,  t h a t  g i v e s  the keyno te  which i s  s t r u c k  f o r  the 
whole b u i l d i n g . ' ( 4 )

These two im p o r ta n t  q u o t a t i o n s  c o n f irm  ttie Edwardian s ta n d  and th e  

c o u r s e  o f  f u t u r e  d o m est ic  work. The f i r s t  i s  p red o m in a n t ly  conce rned
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w ith  m isgu ided  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p u r s u i t s ,  and  t a r g e t s  th e  d u b io u s  

i n t e n t i o n  o f  the  p ic tu r e s q u e  p i l e ,  th u s  s e r i o u s l y  ta x in g  i t s  i n t e g r i t y .  

The second  r e f e r e n c e  p ic k s  on d e t a i l ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  to  mix one s 

s t y l i s t i c  media i s  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  an  e x e r c i s e  in  f u t i l i t y .  A lthough th e  

remedy o f f e r e d  i s  i n i t i a l l y  c lo u d e d ,  i t  i s  v e ry  s p e c i f i c  a s  to  what 

sh o u ld  be c e n t r a l  to  th e  1 new way*. As w i th  a l l  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

id e a s  t h i s  does  n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  r e l a t e  to  one d im ension  o r  d e t a i l .  The 

• k e y n o te ' ,  i s  in  f a c t  ' a  s p a c e '  -NOT an e l e v a t i o n ,  p la n  o r  form o f  

s t y l i s t i c  a p p l iq u e .  A t t e n t io n  has  th u s  been t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the  rea lm  o f  

INTERNAL c o n c e rn s .  T h is  i s  one o f  the  b i g g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between the  

c o n c e p ts  which c h a r a c t e r i s e  V ic t o r i a n  and Edwardian a r c h e ty p e s  - t h e  

s h i f t  in  em phasis  from the  o u t s id e  to  the  i n s i d e . The e l e v a t i o n  

a l th o u g h  im p o r ta n t  to  the  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  E dvard ian  house was secondary

to  th e  fundam enta l i d e a .

The change t h a t  o c c u r r e d  was somewhat r a d i c a l ;  the  Edvard ian  

d o m est ic  'a r c h e t y p e '  had a  pow erfu l c e n t r a l  theme which was n o t  

e x c l u s i v e  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e ,  b u t  c o u ld  be a p p l i e d  to  m ost house 

forms - a n  in f lu e n c e  which c l e a r l y  bound them t o g e t h e r .  T h is  idea was 

the  f a l l .  The c o n c e p t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  an  imposed o n e ,  and  w h i l s t  i t  was 

a d o p te d  l o c a l l y  q u i t e  q u ic k ly ,  d e v e lo p in g  a h o s t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

r e g io n a l  p e rm u ta t io n s ,  i t s  e f f e c t  on the  con tem porary  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

scene  was REVOLUTIONARY. R e v o lu t io n a ry  because  i t  was a  c o n t r iv a n c e  

which took  l i t t l e  o r  no co g n izan ce  o f  the  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  dom estic  

norms. By com parison  the V ic to r i a n  v o c a b u la ry  ( though a l s o  l a r g e ly  

im p o r ted )  had been a ro u n d  long enough to  have d ev e lo p ed  a  s y n t a c t i c a l  

p e c u l i a r i t y  w hich can be d e s c r ib e d  a s  EVOLUTIONARY.

A b r i e f  lo o k  a t  the  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  space  so c e n t r a l  to  the 

Edwardian a r c h e ty p e  fo l lo w s  h en ce :

*



( i i )  THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE HALL HOUSE

The l a l l  was to  Edwardian p la n n in g  a s  i r r e g u l a r i t y  was to  V ic to r i a n  

c o m p o s i t io n  -a  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  used commonly in  the 

l a r g e s t  to  the  s m a l l e s t  d o m est ic  work. R eq u ir in g  a c e n t r a l i s e d  p o s i t i o n  

w i th in  the  d o m est ic  f a b r i c  i  . in v o lv ed  i n t e r n a l  r e - s t r u c t u r i n g  which 

i n e v i t a b l y  tod  an  e x t e r n a l  co n seq u en ce .  H i s t o r i c a l  p r e c e d e n t  p o in te d  to  

a v o lu m e tr ic  g e n e r i c  which in  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ja rg o n  i s  known a s  'p lu g  

and  c o r e '  - a  c e n t r a l  p i v o t a l  space  ( c o r e ) , which i s  su rro u n d ed  by 

s e c o n d a ry ,  s m a l le r  and  p e r to p s  more s p e c i a l i s e d  s p a c e s  ( p lu g ) .  The 

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  the  ' p i u g '  i n t o  an  a c c e p ta b l e  fo rm al a r ran g em en t 

a ro u n d  the  c o re  was most p ro b ab ly  a c o n c e s s io n  to  e x t e r n a l  a p p e a ra n c e s .  

The r e s u l t  was a ' t r i - p a r t i t e '  o r  t h r e e  bay system  - a  c e n t r a l  t o l l  w i th  

sym m etr ica l  w ings e i t h e r  s id e  - j u s t  the  am munition needed by the  ' p i l e '  

d i s c l a i m e r s ,  and a c l e a r ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  backed  p a th  to  b i - l a t e r a l  

symmetry.

B efo re  s c r u t i n i s i n g  common Edwardian i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the  t o l l ,  a 

b r i e f  o u t l i n e  o f  i t s  use would s e rv e  to  p la c e  the n o t io n  w i th in  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  s u c c e s s io n .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  had en jo y ed  r e v i v a l  a f t e r  

r e v i v a l  seemed to  s t r i k e  a cho rd  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  deep  in  the  E n g l is h  

way o f  l i f e .  The Edw ardians saw th e m se lv es  a s  m e re ly  c o n t in u in g  the 

le g a c y ,  f e e l i n g  t t o t  a n o th e r  r e v i v a l  c o u ld  h a rd ly  be c o n s t ru e d  ac a 

d e v ic e  w i l f u l l y  employed by e x p e d ie n t s  s e e k in g  mere n o v e l ty .  For 

i n s t a n c e ,  Mervyn M acartney c r a s h e s  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  the 

home and  i t s  t o l l s  w ith  Uie open ing  s e n te n c e :  ' I n  England the  h i s t o r y  

o f  the  t o l l  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t t o t  o f  the  h o u s e . '  ( 5 ) .  The m ed iaeva l t o l l  

w i th in  a d o m est ic  e n c la v e  seems to  be the  f i r s t  c o n s c io u s ,  form al 

a t t e m p t  a t  making use o f  the  d e v ic e .  I t s  r e c u r r e n t  u se  s u g g e s t s  t t o t  i t  

f u l f i l l e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  need b o th  in  a p r a c t i c a l  and  sym bolic  way, 

' . . . T h e  g r e a t  t o l l  met a s o c i a l  need a s  the  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  o f  the



e s t a t e ,  a  p la c e  o f  a ssem b ly  f o r  th e  t e n a n t s ,  f o r  l e g a l  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s , a s  w e l l  a s  b e in g  the  r u i n  l i v i n g  room o f  the 

l o r d ' s  fam ily  and  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f ,  where most o f  them d in e d  a n d ,  a t

f i r s t ,  some o f  them s l e p t . ' ( 6 ) .

By the  end o f  the  14 th  c e n tu r y  th e  H -plan house was a  common

phenomenon, ta k in g  the  form o f  a c e n t  a l  h a l l  and s id e  w ings . With ttie

r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  the  p l a n ,  the  s l e e p in g  and  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  became

s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  the  two s e p a r a t e  w in g s .  The g r e a t  chamber o r  ' s o l a r  

b lo c k '  was s e t  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  to  th e  upper end o f  the  h a l l  w hich was 

the o w n e r 's  p r i v a t e  wing, w i th  the  bedcham bers. The g r e a t  h a l l  was 

however, s t i l l  used  fo r  s l e e p in g  by many o f  the  s e r v a n t s .  These 

d i v i s i o n s  hardened  i n t o  a form w hich can be e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s e d  in  some 

o f  the  l a t e r  r e v i v a l s  -C a th ay  Manor in  Som erse t (1480) i s  a good 

example in  which the  t r i p a r t i t e  d i v i s i o n  o f  h a l l ,  s e r v i c e  rooms and 

p r i v a t e  a p a r tm e n ts  i s  c l e a r l y  a p p a r e n t  from the  main facade  - n o t  

c o i n c i d e n t l y  many exam ples  o f  Edwardian v in t a g e  bore  a  s t r i k i n g  

l i k e n e s s  to  i t s  c o m p o s i t io n a l  a s s e m b a la g e .

' I t  i s  to  the  p r a c t i c a l  mind o f  In ig o  J o n e s  t h a t  we owe the  t r u e  

tlouse p la n  - t h e  p la n  t h a t  has come down to  ou r  own t im e s .  Here the 

rooms a r e  jo in e d  to g e th e r  i n t o  a s i n g l e  b lo c k ,  w i th  th e  h a l l  and 

s t a i r c a s e  in  the  c e n t r e . . ' ( 7 ) .  I n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n  and  e x t e r n a l  

a p p e a ra n c e  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  p e r io d  frcm t i e  p a s t  by v i r t u e  o f  the f a c t  

t h a t  the  houses  a r e  l e s s  p ro d u c ts  o f  n e c e s s i t y  than  c o n s c io u s  a t t e m p t s  

a t  m oulding the  idea  i n t o  an  ' a r t  f o r m ' . The use o f  th e  h a l l  by the 

P a l l a d i a n s  was seen  by l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  a s  a  c r a s s  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  the  c o n c e p t .  As an a g e n t  o f  the  'Grand M anner1, i t  i n e v i t a b l y  became 

e x a g g e ra te d ,  a p ro c e s s  w hich d e n ie d  i t  the  in t im a te  q u a l i t i e s  when i t  

had s e rv e d  a s  a  ' l i v i n g  ro o m '. Not o n ly  d id  i t  lo s e  i t s  d o m e s t ic  s c a l e ,  

i t  was c o m p le te ly  su r ro u n d ed  by rooms th u s  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  c l e r e s t o r e y



l i g h t i n g .  'P u g in  by h i s  w r i t i n g s  and d ra w in g s  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  the 

o v e r th ro w ,  and  succeed ed  f o r  a time in  tu r n in g  back the  s t y l e  o f  

p la n n in g  to  m ed iaeva l t y p e s . . . 1 ( 8 ) .  I t s  r e s u rg e n c e  in  the  e a r l y  p a r t  

o f  th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  -w h ich  saw the  r e v i v a l  o f  a m u l t i tu d e  o f  

m ed iaeva l and  a s s o r t e d  s t r a i n s ,  was d e s c r ib e d  by M uthes ius  a s  ' . . . a n  

a t t e m p t  to  re  to r e  the  h a l l  to  i t s  form er g lo r y  a f t e r  the P a l l a d i a n  

p e r io d  had reduced  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  t h a t  o f  o f  a b a n a l  v e s t i b u l e . '

( 9 ) .

H in ts  o f  the id ea  o f  the open l i v i n g  h a l l  can be found in  R o b er t  

K e r r ' s  'The E n g l is h  G e n t le m a n 's  House' a s  w e l l  a s  from o th e r  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  such a s  'The B u i l d e r '  o f  the  1 8 6 0 's .  Eminent a r c h i t e c t s  

such  a s  R ichard  Norman Shaw and  E r n e s t  George (whose i n s p i r a t i o n  can be 

d i r e c t l y  l in k e d  to  l a t e  Tudor and  Jaco b ean  exam ples)  in c o r p o r a te d  the  

c o n c e p t  i n t o  t h e i r  d e s ig n s  - a l t h o u g h  the  h a l l  was t r e a t e d  more a s  a 

n o v e l ty  o r  show p ie c e  than a room f o r  l i v i n g  i n .  These a t t e m p t s

however, r e p r e s e n t  the  r e v i v a l  in  i t s  in f a n c y .

A lthough  i n i t i a l l y  the  g ro u p  t  a t  fav o u red  the  r e  im p lem en ta t io n  o f  

the  t a l l  was s m a l l ,  t h e i r  e n th u s ia s m  a r d  p e r s i s t e n c e  e v e n t u a l l y  c r e p t  

i n t o  con tem porary  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  which began making r e f e r e n c e s  to  what 

was to  become known a s  the ' l i v i n n  room' - t h e  em phasis  be ing  on the use 

o f  the  room a s  a g a th e r in g  p la c e ,  r a t h e r  than  an  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  

e x h i b i t .  A cceptance was slow - i t s  usage in  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  t im es  being  

l i m i t e d  to  the l a r g e ,  custom  made v i l l a s  o f  the  w e a l th y .  During the 

la s t ,  y e a r s  o f  the  c e n tu r y  however, i t s  p o p u l a r i t y  e s c a l a t e d  to  the  

p o in t  where i t  became a c c e p te d  a s  an  e s s e n t i a l  a d j u n c t  to  the ' a r t i s t i c  

c o t t a g e ' ,  an  e n t i t y  c e r t a i n l y  open to  most o f  the  m idd le  c l a s s .  Ways o f  

u t i l i s i n g  the  b a l l  were d i s p la y e d  in  the  work o f  M .H .B a i l l ie  S c o t t  and

C .F .A .V oysey , who wove i t  i n t o  the  f a b r i c  o f  the  o r d in a r y  house w i th

such  b r i l l i a n c e ,  t h a t  the in f lu e n c e  s p re a d  th ro u g h o u t  America and  the



B r i t i f ' i  c o l o n i e s .  B a i l l i e  S c o t t ' s  use  o f  the h a l l  was i d i o s y n c r a t i c  and

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s k i l f u l -  u s in g  i t  a s  a  v i s u a l  l i n k  th rough  changes  in

l e v e l  by t r e a t i n g  i t  a s  a doub le  volumed s p a c e , th u s  m in im is in g  the

v i s u a l  i s o l a t i o n  from f l o o r  to  f l o o r  -a  p r a c t i s e  which e s b  o l i s h e d  the

h a l l  a s  the  c o re  o f  the  house on b o th  l e v e l s .  The danger t h a t  th e  h a l l

may have j u s t  become a wide c i r c u l a t o r y  space  (due to  i t s  c e n t r a l i s e d

p o s i t i o n )  was overcome by c r e a t i n g  a c o r r i d o r  (and in  th e  c a s e  o f  a

d o u b le  s to r e y e d  house - a  s t a i r  c o r r i d o r )  a d j a c e n t  to ,  b u t  d i s t i n c t  from

the  h a l l .  Even w i th  the  c o r r i d o r ,  the  o p t io n  o f  d i r e c t  in te r - ro o m

movement ( i f  o c c a s io n  w a r ra n te d )  was l e f t ,  by u s in g  moveable wooden

p a n e l s  between the  h a l l ,  d in in g  room and  draw ing room (which was

som etim es 1. . . r e c a in e d  a s  a c o n c e s s io n  to  V ic to r i a n  d o m e st ic  r o u t i n e

a n d ,  a s  S c o t t  p u t  i t ,  a s  the  n e c e s s a r y  p la c e  whare " th e y  b u ry

s t r a n g e r s ' "  (10) -n o  lo n g e r  the  room o f  im p o r ta n c e ) .  B a i l l i e  S c o t t ' s

d e s ig n  s t r a t e g y  i s  h e re  n e a t l y  d e f in e d

' . . . H a v i n g  a r r i v e d  a t  the  idea  o f  tne h a l l  o r  l i v i n g  room i t  
fo l lo w s  n a t u r a l l y  t h a t  one must g roup  a round  t h : s  the  v a r io u s  
o th e r  rooms which r a y  be r e g a rd e d  a s  mere appendages  and  
d ep e n d e n c ie s  on the  t a l l , n o t  p r e te n d in g  to  compete w i th  i t  a s  
rooms, b u t  r a t t i e r  becoming m ere ly  r e c e s s e s ,  eac h  s p e c i a l l y  
m o d if ied  f o r  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  f u n c t i o n . ' (11)

-a  s y s t e r a t i c  p r i o r i t y  w hicu was s h a re d  by many ( in c lu d in g  the  South

A f r ic a n  d e s i g n e r s ) .

Voyaey s h a re d  s i m i l a r  s e n t im e n t s ;  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h a t  tlx? tome was a 

p la c e  fo r  the  fa m i ly ,  c a t e r i n g  r a t h e r  fo r  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  demands o f  

c o m fo r t  and  r e p o s e ,  tlwn be i stow p ie c e  in te n d e d  fo r  the  a p p ro v a l  o f  

o th e r u .  However V oysey 's  use o f  the t o l l  d i d n ' t  a lw ays  c o in c id e  w i th  

B a i l l i e  S c o t t ' s .  He fav o u red  ' c o z i n e s s ' , a q u a l i t y  which he a c h ie v e d  by 

making the  room s i n g l e  s t o r e y  w ith  a low c e i l i n g  c r o s s e d  by heavy d a rk  

t im b er  beams -a  t r e a tm e n t  w hich was in  c o n f l i c t  w i th  the  n o t io n  o f  the 

t o l l  a s  a  s p a c io u s  a i r y  room -"ch acu n  'a  son g o u t" .  D e s p i te  t h i s  i t s



h i e r a r c h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  and  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i th in  the  booy o f  the house was 

n o t  d im in is h e d .  Voysey a l s o  l e n t  prom inence to  the  room by e x a g g e ra t in g

the  f i r e p l a c e  and f l u e  " i t h e r  in  s c a l e  o r  by way o f  h i s  h ig h ly

p e r s o n a l i s e d  d es ig n  —th e re b y  c r e a t i n g  a fo c a l  p o in t  (an idea l a t e r  

taken  f u r t h e r  to  the  p o i n t  o f  c a r i c a t u r e  by F rank  Lloyd W right w i th  h i s  

1 h e a r th  a s  h e a r t  o f  the  d o m est ic  s e a t '  s l o g a n ) . The h a l l ' s  r e l a t i o n  to  

the  e x t e r i o r  was s t r e n g th e n e d  w i th  i t s  lo n g e r  s id e  b e in g  p la c e d  a g a i n s t

the  o u t s id e  ed g e ,  w i th  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  to  the  g a rd en  o v e r  a p a t i o  o r

th ro u g h  a verandah  -w h e re a s  p r e v io u s l y  i t  had a lw ays  been s l i g h t l y  

rem o te .  In an  a r t i c l e  in  'The S tu d io '  T lysey  gave a d v ic e  a s  to  the  

q u a l i t i e s  a h a l l  sh o u ld  em brace; ' . . .  the  h a l l  sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  i t s  g u e s t s  

w i th  composure and d i g n i t y ,  b u t  s t i l l  w i th  b r i g h t n e s s ,  open arms and 

warmth; warmth o f  c o lo u r  a s  r i c h  and  lu x u r i o u s  a s  you l i k e  b u t  above 

a l l  t h in g s ,  sober  and  r e p o s e f u l . . . ' ( 1 2 ) .

A lthough o n ly  two Edwardian a r c h i t e c t s '  a t t i t u d e s  have been examined 

h e r e , o th e r  g r e a t  B r i t i s h  a r c h i t e c t s  such  a s  P r i o r ,  L u ty en s ,

M ack in tosh , H a rr iso n  Townsend, M acartney and B aker,  a l l  made in n o v a t iv e  

use o f  the m i l , i n f l u e n c in g  dom est ic  d e s ig n  in  l o c a t i o n s  f a r  beyond 

the  Mother Land.

How d id  the  f a l l  u l t i m a t e l y  become used  in  Edwardian s p e c u la t iv e  

housing  in  Johannesbu rg?  A c h r o n o lo g ic a l  c o in c id e n c e  o f  i t s  r i s e  in  

p o p u l a r i t y  in  England j u s t  a t  the  tim e Jonannesbu rg  f l o u r i s h e d  was the 

p r im ary  r e a s o n ,  a 1 tfo u g h  t h i s  was n o t  a l l  —the  h a l f ' s  s u r v i v a l  from the 

Saxons th ro u g h  to  the Edwardian p e r io d  s u g g e s te d  a f i t n e s s  to  a 

funcfamental d o m e s t ic  re q u i re m e n t  t h a t  was above mere f a s h io n .  I t s  use 

was by no means c o n f in e d  to  B r i t a i n ;  i t  ta n  been s u g g e s te d  t h a t  the  

Cape Dutch p la n  p a t t e r n  a l s o  in c o rp o r a te d  a c e n t r a l i s e d  h a l l  ( 1 3 ) .  Thus 

a f t e r  fJouth A fr ica  t a d  a c h ie v e d  a measure o f  independence in  the  

s o c i a l  - p o l i t i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s ,  (w hich o c c u r re d  a t  much th e  name



time a s  the  h a l l  house became p o p u l a r ) , c la im  was l a i d  by b o th  the  

E n g l is h  and  Dutch com m unit ies .  However, even the  most c u r s o r y  o f  

g la n c e s  w i l l  r e v e a l  the  p a t t e r n  a s  used  s p e c u l a t i v e l y ,  to  be o f  

p re d o m in a n t ly  E n g l is h  a n c e s t r y ,  the a l t e r n a t i v e  (Cape Dutch) a rg u n e n l  

be ing  l a r g e l y  f a b r i c a t e d  w i th  the  in c r e a s in g  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  fe rv o u r  

w hich o c c u r re d  a t  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  U nion.

( i i i )  CONDUITS

T here  were two p r i n c i p a l  b e a r e r s  o f  id e a s :

a . )  By f a r  the  most i n f l u e n t i a l  ( though most humble and  indeed  

u n d e r r a t e d )  l a y  w i th in  the  c a p a c i t i e s  and  the  t o o l s  o f  the  o r d in a r y  

pe rso n  - t h e  j o u r n a l ,  the  book, the  p e o p l e ' s  t r a d i t i o n , and  the 

' humble1 d e s i g n e r s  and  draughtsm en o f  no g r e a t  p r e t e n s i o n .  The 

jo u r n a l  was p ro b ab ly  th e  s i n g l e  most t a n g ib l e  i n f l u e n c e ,  b e a r in g  

id e a s  from England and l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  A m erica. A lthough a slow 

c o n v e y o r , i t s  p i c t o r i a l  c o n t e n t  p u t  i t  a t  an  a d v an tag e  o v e r  o th e r  

fo rm s .  Sou th  A fr ic a n  j o u r n a l s  had a  p re s e n c e  b u t  were v e ry  much 

under the  B r i t i s h  i n f l u e n c e ,  o f t e n  ta k in g  a r t i c l e s  d i r e c t l y  from 

t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  some tim e a f t e r  th e y  o r i g i n a l l y  a p p e a re d .  The 

l e s s  t a n g ib l e  s o u rc e s  how ever, were g e n e r a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by the  

i n n a te  d e s i r e  to  c l i n g  to  the  v ia b le  w orking s o l u t i o n  o r  the  

'k n o w n '.  Being s im u l ta n e o u s ly  em o tio n a l  and  pragma t i c , i t  

encom passed the  (p re d o m in a n tly  s u b -c o n s c io u s )  d e s i r e  to  m a in ta in  a 

c u l t u r a l  l i n k  w i th  the  p a s t  - d e s ig n  d e c i s i o n s  o f t e n  b e in g  based  on 

p e r s o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  how ' t h i n g s  ough t to have been d o n e ' .  

Both E n g l is h  and Dutch t r a d i t i o n s  ( i n  v a ry in g  p ro p o r t i o n s )  were 

drawn upon.

b . ) The second  'h ig h  p r o f i l e '  r o u t e , came w i th  the  a r r i v a l  o f  a 

t a l e n t e d  and  w e l l  c o n n e c te d  in d i v id u a l  - H e r b e r t  Baker -who was a 

p r o l i f i c  E n g l is h  a r c h i t e c t  who mcved up from the  Cape a t  M i l n e r 's

*



beckon. A n o te  o f  c a u t i o n  however;

'H e r b e r t  H aker ' s  in f lu e n c e  on the r e f o r m a t io n ,  a s  i t  w ere ,  o f  
con tem porary  work has  been s t r e s s e d  (Doreen G r e i g ' s  book on 
H e rb e r t  Baker in  S ou th  A f r i c a ,  p . 2 2 2 .)  b u t  a l th o u g h  lie was 
o b v io u s ly  a p rom inen t member o f  the  p r o f e s s io n  and  e x ten d ed  some 
in f lu e n c e  th rough  h i s  work and  w r i t i n g ,  h i s  i n f lu e n c e  would seem 
to  have been on the  younger a r c h i t e c t s . . .  T here  i s  no ev id en ce  
to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  d id  n o t  d e r iv e  t h e i r  
in f lu e n c e  from the  same s o u rc e s  a s  he d id  r a t h e r  then  th rough  
h im . ' (14)

T h a t  Baker had a  o u b s t a n t i a  1 in f lu e n c e  on the  h a l l ' s  im p lem en ta t io n  

th e r e  can be no d o u b t ,  a s  he moved in  h igh  and i n f l u e n c i a l  c i r c l e s  

a f t e r  the S ou th  A f r ic a n  War. But h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  la y  more in  the  

sh ap in g  o f  the  d e v ic e  i n t o  a r e a d i l y  a c c e s s a b l e  form ( th e r e b y  

p r e p a r in g  the  way t o r  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  new V 'm e s t i c  a r c h e t y p e ) , and 

n o t  in  i t s  i n i t i a t i o n .  His invo lvem en t was t h e r e f o r e  a  p ro c e s s  which 

made a d ju s tm e n t s  to  the  b a s ic  c o n c e p t ,  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  i t  to  l o c a l  

c l i m a t i  , m a te r i a l  and  s o c i a l  demands. I t  i s  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

w hich s h in e s  th ro u g h ,  much a s  a  c o n d u c to r  becomes adm ired  f o r  h i s  

r e a d in g  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p o se r 's  w ork. The in f lu e n c e  he d id  have 

must t h e r e f o r e  be l i m i t e d  by t h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .

A lthough i t  may a p p e a r  t h a t  the l a t e  V ic t o r i a n  and LJw ardian 

s p e c u l a t i v e  houses have a t  l e a s t  t h e i r  'm ethods  o f  co n v ey a n ce ' in  

common, the  former ( though  a l s o  in f lu e n c e d  by fo r e ig n  t r e n d s )  had a 

l o c a l  h i s t o r y  which had to  some e x t e n t  r e - s h a p e d  i t .  The Edwardian 

a r c h e ty p e  was in  i t s  „tost deve loped  form fu n d am e n ta l ly  d i f f e r e n t  

-more by d e s ig n  thwn a c c i d e n t .  Much a s  the  M ilne r  governm ent 

' imposed an  o r d e r '  on a r a t h e r  n eb u lo u s  and d i r e c t i o n l e s s  community, 

so  the  Edwardian house was born o f  e q u a l l y  r i g o r o u s  i n t e n t i o n .  An 

im balance of. l o c a l  to  fo r e ig n  c o n t e n t  ( i n  the  l a t t e r ' s  f a v o u r ) was a 

c h i e f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  The biouses became more r i g i d  and  f o r m a l , and 

more o f t e n  than n o t ,  a d h e re d  to  symmetry in  b o th  p la n  and  e l e v a t i o n .



B. STYLE

The V ic to r i a n  p e r io d  was s u b j e c t  to  s e v e re  c r i t i c i s m  by the  Edwardian 

t h e o r i s t s ,  f o r  i t s  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  and s l a v i s h  c o n fo rm i ty  to  type and  

s t y l e  ( th e  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  e le m e n t  o f t e n  b e in g  c i t e d  a s  the  c h i e f  v i l l a i n ) .  

C ounte r  t h e o r i e s  embrace two b ro ad  c a t e g o r i e s  -Edw ardian F ree  S ty l e  and 

Edwardian C la s s i c i s m .  And w h i l s t  th e se  do n o t  o ccu r  s im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  th e re  

i s  a c o n s id e r a b le  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  o v e r l a p .

( i )  EDWARDIAN FREE DESIGN

The two s u b - c a t e g o r i e s  w hich  f a l l  under t h i s  m ovem ent's  d i r e c t i v e  

in c lu d e ;  a . )  A r ts  an d  C r u f t s  (an a e s t h e t i c  based  on r u r a l  

fu n d am e n ta l ism ) ,  and  b . ) F ree  S ty l e  (a s t y l e  born  o f  a commitment to  

a r t i s t i c  r e f i n e m e n t ) , and s in c e  one grows o u t  o f  the o t h e r ,  i t  i s  

i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  th ey  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  th e o ry ,

a . )  A r ts  and  C r a f t s

The A r t s  and C r a f t s  movement ta d  c o n ta in e d  w i th in  i t s  ra n k s  

a lm o s t  a s  nany d i f f e r !  ig id e a s  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Most however, s h a re d  

th e  coiiitwi aim o f  achie v in g  v i s u a l  s i m p l i c i t y  -a  c o n s c io u s  e f f o r t  in  

moving away from what they  c o n s id e r e d  to  be the  o v er  d e c o r a t io n  o f  

the  p re c e d in g  p o r io d .  Of c o u rs e  1 s i m p l i c i t y '  was a c h ie v e d  by way o f  

s e v e r a l  d i f f e r i n g  a p p ro a c h e s .  One g roup  h e ld  the  b e l i e f  t h a t  a 

b u i ld in g  sh o u ld  grow from the  ground on which i t  s to o d  -  a c h ie v in g  

an  'o r g a n i c '  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  i t s  s u r ro u n d in g  e n v i ro n s  th rough  the 

use  o f  l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  such  a s  s t o n e .  A lthough an  e a r l y  use o f  these  

id e a s  can be d e t e c t e d  in  the  work o f  the  American a r c h i t e c t

H. H. R ic h a rd so n ,  th e  London based  A r t  Workers G u ild  ad o p te d  and  

fo rm a l is e d  a body o f  th e o ry  a b o u t  them in  1809. W illiam  Lethaby 

o u t l i n e d  the  p r i n c i p a l  i d e a l s  a s ,  " O n e ,  the  'm o t iv e '  o r  c e n t r a l  

th o u g h t in  d e s ig n .  Two, t h a t  d i g n i t y  in  r e a l i s a t i o n  we speak  o f  a s  

l a r g e n e s s ,  b r e a d t h ,  s t y l e .  T h re e , the  use and  l i m i t s  o f  a s tu d y  o f
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p a s t  a r t .  F o u r , th e  r e f e r e n c e  to  n a t u r e . '  . .  .L e th a b y  went on to  say 

t t o t  th e re  a r e  a n c i e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  which shou ld  be 

a c b p te d  to  e v e r -c h a n g in g  s i t u a t i o n s  and  to  d i s m is s  a s  i r r e l e v a n t  

q u e s t i o n s  o f  ' p u r e 1 h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s  ( 1 5 ) .  In  the  f a c e  o i  s e v e r a l  

w i th e r in g  a t t a c k s  on pure  copyism , th e  t a s t e  fo r  G o th ic ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  

and  even t i e  mute f t  i v u lv a s  a sp w u ts  o f  Queen Anne d i s a p p e a r e d .  The 

c h i e f  ex p o n e n ts  o f  t h i s  g roup  in  England were W illiam  te t 'naby  and 

Edward P r i o r .

One o f  the  c o m p o s i t io n a l  co n seq u en ces  o f  the 1 harmony w ith  

n a t u r e '  phenomenon, was the  f r a c t u r i n g  o f  the  m o n o l i th ic  house b lock  

in t o  g rad  lb 1 a s c e n d in g  m asses -a n  o r g a n ic  e f f e c t  t r u e  to  the  A r ts  

and  C r a f t s  th e o ry .  The use o f  the b u t t e r f l y  p lan  b e in g  one o f  t h e i r  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  - p a r t  o f  a d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  to  b le n d  the b u i l d in g  

w i th  the  s i t e  by a v o id in g  the  im p o s i t io n  o f  the man-made r e c t a n g u l a r  

form on n a t u r e .  [See FIGURE 5 .1  ^ 3 ,  FIGURE 5 .2 —5 and  FIGURE 5 . 2 - 1 3 J.

b . ) F ree  Design

The o th e r  main b ranch  o f  the A r ts  and  C r a f t s  movement, having  i t s  

o r i g i n s  in  the  e a r l i e r  'A e s t h e t i c  m ovem ent', i n t e r p r e t e d  

' s im p l ic i ty *  in  a f a r  p l a i n e r  and  more r e f i n e d  v a y .  T h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u to r  was C .F .A .V oysey , whose work from the 1890' s  onwards was 

v e ry  i n f l u e n t i a l .  H is h ig h ly  d ev e lo p ed  and  p e r s o n a l i s e d  s t y l e  

( p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  on e l e v a t i o n ) , was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  to  p re v io u s  

V ic to r i a n  s t a n d a r d s .  ' Voysey' s  houses  were n o t  so much ' a a t y l a r ' a s  

' n o n - s t y l a r '  o r  even ' a n t i - s t y l a r '  - t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  re p la c e m e n t  o f  

s t y l e  and  p r e c e d e n t  by the a b s t r a c t  v i s u a l  s t im u lu s  o f  'N a tu r e '  and 

the  o v e r r id i n g  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  form sh o u ld  grow o r g a n i c a l l y  o u t  o f  

r e q u i r e m e n t s . '  ( 1 6 ) .  The Voysey v o c a b u la ry  (which was e v e n t u a l l y  

em u la ted  by a r c h i t e c t s  and  draughtsm en in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d  in  

J o h a n n e s b u rg ) ,  in c lu d e d  a s im ple  h o r i z o n t a l  co m p o s i t io n  ( r o o te d  in



th e  long v e r n a c u la r  ho u ses  o f  the  C o ts w o ld s )# low sweeping g a b le s  

( o f t e n  c o n c e a l in g  an  uppe- s t o r e y ) , p l a s t e r e d  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  p a in te d  

w h i t e ,  bands o f  windows, s im ple  g e o m e t r ic a l  h ipped  r o o f s  and 

d e l i c a t e  g u t t e r  b r a c k e t i n g .  The r i c h  t e x t u r a l  and c o lo u r  v a r i a t i o n s  

a c h ie v e d  by ' the e a r t h y  b ra n c h '  o f  th e  A r ts  ano  C r a f t s  movement were 

h e re  fo re s a k e n  fo r  the  p r i s t i n e  c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  the  w h ite  p a in te d  

p l a s t e r  w e l l  (Voysey r e j e c t e d  the  id e a  o f  u s in g  lo c a l  m a t e r i a l s  and 

o f  a d a p t in g  r e g io n a l  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  fo r  eac h  h o u s e ) . B a i l l i e  

S c o t t  was a n o th e r  p r i n c i p a l  in  the  c i r c l e ,  whose f a c a d a l  t r e a tm e n t  

a l th o u g h  in  d e t a i l  s i m i l a r  to  V o y se y 's ,  was c o m p o s i t io n a i ly  

d i s t i n c t ,  u s u a l l y  in c o r p o r a t i n g  a m ajor g a b le  a c c e n t ,  w i th  the 

o p en in g s  in  the w a l l  s u r f a c e  -b e  th e y  s im ple  a r c h e s  o r  windows, 

f l o a t i n g  a s  v o id s  in  a f l a t  u n em b e ll ish ed  p la n e .  The o v e r a l l  

t r e a tm e n t  o f  h i s  d o m e s t ic  work tended  to  be o f  a s m a l le r  s c a l e  and  

more ' c o t t a g e - l i k e  1 ttem Voysey' s  -  'Charm and in d iv id u a l i s m  to g e th e r  

w i th  e x p e r im e n ta l  open p l a n s ,  were B a i l l i e  S c o t t ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  d o m e st ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e ' (1 7 ) .  [See FIGURE 5 .1 -3 0 ,  

FIGURE 5 .1 -4 5 ,  FIGURE 5 .2 -1 4  and FIGURE 5 .2 - 1 7 ] .

( i i )  EDWARDIAN CLASSICISM

The N eo-Georgian s t y l e ,  an  o f f s h o o t  o f  thie A r t s  and  C r a f t s  movement, 

was in  some ways the q u i e t e r  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  the Baroque r e v i v a l  in  

l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s .  The houses  were u s u a l l y  r i g i d l y  s y m m e tr ic a l , 

c a r e f u l l y  p roportioned , so t h a t  the  r o o f  (a lw ays  q u i t e  s t e e p )  d i d n ' t  

overpow er the nu in  facade  (which was u s u a l l y  doub le  s t o r e y ) .  A lthough 

p l a s t e r  was used on the  w a l l s ,  f a c e b r i c k  (o f t e n  quo ined  a t  the c o r n e r s )  

was the  most p o p u la r .  Roofs p u n c tu re d  w i th  s y m m e tr ic a l ly  p la c e d  dormer 

windows and heavy b r i c k  ch im neys, were u s u a l l y  co v ered  in  c l a y  t i l e s .  

The s t y l e  was used  m ain ly  in  l a r g e r  d o m e s t ic  p r o j e c t s  in  the  more 

a f f l u e n t  p a r t s  o f  town w i th  v e ry  l i t t l e  d i r e c t  i n f lu e n c e  - w i th  the



e x c e p t io n  o f  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  d e t a i l  p i l f e r i n g ,  in  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d .  

[See FIGURE 5 .1 -3 1 ,  FIGURE 5 .1 -5 7  and FIGURE 5 . 1 - 7 4 j .

( i i i )  THE EFFECT ON LOCAL THEORY AND PRACTICE.

The c o n c e rn s  o f  th e  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  in  England were seldom s h a re d  w i th  

a m a tch ing  d eg ree  o f  p a s s io n  in  Jo h a n n e sb u rg .  A lthough c l e a r l y  

co g n izan ce  was taken  o f  the  f r u i t s  o f  th e se  v a r io u s  p e r s u a s io n s  

- d i s p l a y e d  by the a p p a r e n t  ic u n o g ra p h ic  e m u la t io n ,  the p ro c e s s e s  by 

which they  were j u s t i f i e d ,  seem to  have been s a d ly  b y -p a sse d  - t h e  

' s t y l e  game' was on once a g a i n .  Even the  ' A r c h i t e c t ' s  a r c h i t e c t ' ,  

H e rb e r t  Uaker, p la y e d  the f i e l d ,  mixing s t r a i n s  from the  d i f f e r e n t  

a p p ro a c h e s ;

'Two s u g g e s t io n s  w ere ntide by the l e c t u r e r  [H e rb e r t  B aker] a s  to  
th e  s t y l e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  They m igh t e i t h e r  t r y  and ev o lv e  a 
s t y l e  s u g g e s te d  by the a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  the  k in d re d  c l i m a t e s  o f  
Sou th  Europe, a s t y l e  o f  c o o l  r e c e s s ,  o f  v o id  and s p a c e s ,  and 
p l a i n  s u r f a c e s  and deep  shadow. They c o u ld ,  a s  an  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
f u r t h e r  d ev e lo p  the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o r i g i n a t e d  fo r  them by the  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r  a t  the Cape, i\ s t y l e  which came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  to  s u i t  
l o c a l  n e e d s .  (A p p la u se .)  In  many r e s p e c t s  i t  was w e l l  s u i t e d  to  
the  c o u n t ry ,  be ing  a d a p ta b le  to  cheap  m a t e r i a l s ,  and s im ple  
t h e r e f o r e  cheap in  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s .  The Cape-Dutch s t y l e  
was more s u i t e d  to  the c o o l e r  c l im a te  o f  the  h ig h v e ld  and  the  Cape 
c o a s t ,  the South  European s t y l e  to  b e t t e r  d i s t r i c t s . '  (18)

C le a r  c u t  a l l e g i a n c e s  to  one o r  o th e r  o f  the movements were n o t  in

e v id e n c e .  I t  i s  th u s  t h a t  Doreen G re ig  sa y s  o f  Baker ( a l th o u g h  i t  cou ld

w e ll  r e f e r  to  any  o f  the  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s ) ;

'He was n o t  a s t y l i s t  in  the  sense  t h a t  he ev o lv ed  one p a r t i c u l a r  
form o f  e x p r e s s io n  b u t  in  th e  sense  t h a t  he c o l l e c t e d  and  ad o p te d  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  id io m s .  Here he fu sed  them and  the  r e s u l t  i s  one o f  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  id e a s  r a t h e r  than  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  s t y l e . '  (19) and 
' . . . b u t  t h e i r s  [ th o s e  d e d ic a te d  to  the 'new o r d e r '  ] was more an  
a t t i t u d e  o f  mind tow ards  a l l  the a r t s  a f f e c t i n g  d o m e s t ic  l i v i n g  
than  a fo rm u la ted  th e o ry  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e . ' (20)

Having lo o s e ly  a l l u d e d  to  the  p r e v a i l i n g  a e s t h e t i c  g lo s s a r y ,  i t  

would he u n f a i r  to  ig n o re  t h a t  e lem en t  i n s i d e  many l o c a l  E dvard ian  

d e s ig n e r s  t h a t  c o n s c io u s ly  a t t e m p te d  to  b re a k  w i th  the ' s u p e r f i c i a l  

p £ . s t ' .  In  South  A fr ic a  i t  was a  s e n t im e n t  t h a t  la ck ed  c o n v ic t io n



however , w i th  the  r e s u l t  t h a t  f o r  most ' t l i e  b r e a k '  was o n ly  j u s t  

a c h ie v e d ,  though n o t  r e a l l y  f e l t  *-ds t h e i r  e f f o r t s  tended  to  f a l l  s h o r t  

o f  t i e  r i g o r o u s  and  d i s t i n c t i v e  r e a l i s a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by the  

B r i t i s h  m ode ls .  A lthough  the  o c c a s io n a l  p r o g r e s s iv e  b l e a t  was to  be 

h e a rd ,  i t  h a rd ly  amounted to  a  d e b a te .  These g r i p e s  tended  to  shadow 

th o se  heard  in  England , which b ro a d ly  campaigned fo r  a more p r a c t i c a l  

and  pragma t i c  a p p ro ac h  to  d e s ig n  and s t r e s s e d  tlie im portance  of 

t a i l o r i n g  th e  b u i ld in g  to  s u i t  the  l o c a l  and  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  Even i f  

a  r i g o r o u s  d e s ig n  p h i lo so p h y  was a b s e n t ,  con tem porary  a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  

in  Sou th  A f r ic a  d id  encou rage  th o se  a r c h i t e c t s  wliose work o n ly  l o o ^ d  

a s  though i t  conformed to  one ' . . . H e  has  k e p t  h i s  work simple# and 

under t h i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  o rnam ent t h a t  t e s  no message o r  s u g g e s t io n ,  t h a t  

conveys no memento o f  a m a k e r 's  p l e a s u r e ,  r a r e l y  e x i s t s  in  the  b e t t e r  

; ype o f  h o u se . '  ( 2 1 ) .  To be f a i r ,  the  A r t s  and C r a f t s  o b l i g a t i o n  p la c e d  

on th o se  w i th in  d i f f e r i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  to  seek  and promote 

t h a t  which was a p p r o p r i a t e  to  them, was a  c h a l l e n g e  w hich some took  up 

in  Sou th  A f r i c a ;

'A r e a l  o b s t a c l e  to  an  advance  tow ards  the  more s im ple  and 
s u i t a b l e  method o f  b u i l d in g  i s  the ig n o ran c e  o f  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  
the  b u i ld in g  p u b l ic  which demands the  cheap  and  the showy, a n d ,  
f u r t h e r ,  the  want o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  am ongst b u i l d e r s  and 
workmen. When the  c o u n t r y ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  r i d s  i t s e l f  o f  such v ic e s  
a s  p l a s t e r  work jo i n t e d  to  im i t a t e  s to n e ,  and  h a l f  t im ber  work 
p a i n te d  on b u i l d i n g s  in n o c e n t  o f  f ram in g ; when i t  l e a r n s  to  
p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  fo l lo w in g  o u t  in  one m a t e r i a l  a s t y l e  t h a t  had i t s  
b i r t h  in  a n o t h e r ;  when S ou th  A fr ic a n  a r c h i t e c t s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  the  
c l im a te  o f  the c o u n t ry  w i th  i t s  c o n s t a n t  su n sh in e  and  c l e a r  
a tm osphere  r e n d e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n s u i t a b l e  any  a t t e m p t  to  
rep ro d u ce  in  i t s  e n t i r e t y  the  E n g l is h  type o f  dom est ic  b u i l d i n g ,  
then  o n ly  w i l l  they  a t t a i n  t h a t  p e r f e c t i o n  in  t h e i r  work w hich 
w i l l  irake i t  a l i v i n g  a r t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the  c o u n t r y ' s  b e s t  and  
n o b l e s t  t r a d i t i o n s . '  (22)

An im p o r ta n t  consequence o f  one o f  the  A r ts  and  C r a f t s '  p r i n c i p l e s  

was th a t  i t  a l lo w e d  d e s ig n e r s  to  weave Cape Dutch iconography  i n t o  

dom estic  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  w i th o u t  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  them s ta n d in g  acc u se d  

o f  b e in g  c o p y i s t  - l iecause  o f  i t s  l i n k  to  fundam enta l t r a d i t i o n #  which

s , , r ' r - ' %*



o s t e n s i b l y  embodied the  v i r t u e  o f  a  t i m e l e s s  f u n c t i o n a l i t y .  The 

t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  l i e s  h e r e :  'These  then  were th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

the d o m e st ic  f r e e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t i e  A r t s  and  C r a f t s  movement in  the  

1 8 9 0 's :  s i m p l i c i t y ,  s t r e n g t h ,  and  harmony w i th  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  and 

su r ro u n d in g  n a t u r e . ' ( 2 3 ) .  The i ro n y  in  t h i s  t h e o r y ' s  pos t-U n io n  

a c c e p ta n c e  and  im p le m e n ta t io n ,  was t h a t  a l th o u g h  o f  c e r t a i n  Anglo-Saxon 

s to c k ,  t i e  whole package was unas lam ed ly  co n ru n d e e re d ,  and  

r e - c l a s s i f i e d  under the  r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  N a t io n a l i s m .  V ar io u s  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  a p p e a re d ,  such  a s  the  s e r i e s  w r i t t e n  by Gorare M oerdijk  

(who was e d u c a te d  in  England) in  the A f r ik a a n s  magazine 'D ie  

B o e re v ro u ' ,  in  which t i e  v i r t u e s  o f  the h a l l  a r e  expounded upon a t  

g r e a t  l e n g th  and  even i l l u s t r a t e d ,  under the  a r t i c l e  t i t l e  o f  " n  

A fr ik a a n s e  Woning' (2 4 ) .  Most o f  the  exam ple? i l u s t r a  ted  in  these 

a r t i c l e s  were h e a v i ly  in f  luenced  Baker a l th o u g h  a r h e t o r i c a l  co n n e c t io n  

was made to  Cape Dutch p r e c e d e n t .  A r a t h e r  c o n sp ic u o u s  ab se n c e  o f  any  

c r e d i t  to  the  e f f o r t s  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  r e v i v a l i s t s  c h a r e - t e r i s e s  th e se  

a r t i c l e s .

W ith watchwords l i k e  ' t r u t h  to  m a t e r i a l s ' ,  ' e s s e n t i a l  p la n n in g '  and 

' f i t n e s s  o f  d e s i g n ' ,  a c o n s c io u s  rew ork ing  o f  p r e v io u s ly  a c c e p te d  norms 

r e s u l t e d  in  a  narrow ing  down o f  dom est ic  ty p e s ,  a l th o u g h  t h i s  was a s  

much a  consequence o f  a e s t h e t i c  c o n v ic t io n  a s  a tougher more a c u te  

b u s in e s s  l i k e  temperament which c o lo u re d  Uie s p e c u l a t i v e  f i e l d  in  

in c r e a s in g  d e g re e s  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e . As m igh t tx e x p e c te d  p ro d u c t io n  

l i n e  t a c t i c s  were u t i l i s e d  in  the  s e r v i c e  o f  I lousing  a s  many a s  

p o s s i b l e  in  the  s h o r t e s t  time p e r io d .  V ar io u s  con tem porary  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  w r i t i n g s  c e r t a i n l y  b e n e f i t t e d  tlie s p e c u la to r  by 

a d v o c a t in g  s im p le r  a r c h i t e c t e c t u r a l  e m b e ll i sh m e n t ,  c o m p o s i t io n a l  form 

and a ' r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n '  o f  w ta t  was c o n s id e r e d  to  tie an u n n e c e ss a ry  

d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  rooms (25) -w h ich  lie e x p l o i t e d  a s  an  ex cu se  to  l e s s .



C. A GLOSSARY OF EDWARDIAN ELEMENTS

( i )  EXTERNAL

V ic to r i a n  c o m p o s i t io n a l  te c h n iq u e  and f a c a d a l  e m b e ll ish m en t  were to  

the Edw ardians d e p lo ra b le  a e s t h e t i c  p r a c t i c e s .  The whole n o t io n  o f  

f r a g m e n ta t io n  was in c o m p a tib le  w i th  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  u n i t y ,  which 

they  m a in ta in e d ,  jas a c h ie v e d  th rough  s i m p l i c i t y  and h o n es ty  to  

m a t e r i a l s .  The im p l i c a t io n s  o f  t h i s  c redo  were am ongst o t h e r  t h in g s  a 

r e j e c t i o n  o f  the  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  (and e s p e c i a l l y  im ported )  a r t e f a c t  (26) 

and e r s a t z  p l a s t e r  work ( the most common V ic to r i a n  f a c a d a l  c r u t c h e s ) .

W ith g r e a t e r  numbers o f  d e ta c h e d  houses  be ing  b u i l t  in  the  Edwardian 

-'ra and  su b se q u e n t  r fe .a . ' in g  o f  t i g h t  suburban  e n v iro n m en t,  the h o u s e ' s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  i t s  s i t e  changed . Advice to  the  d e s ig n e r  o f  a d e ta c h e d  

house was to  ra k e  the e l e v a t i o n s  i n t e r e s t i n g  from e v e ry  p o i n t  o f  view 

- th e  Queen Anne f r o n t  and  Mary Anne back was deemed an  u n d e s i r a b l e  and  

u n a c c e p ta b le  s o l u t i o n .  U n f o r tu n a te ly  the sp ace  a b o u t  the t y p i c a l  

s p e c u l a t i v e  d e ta c h e d  house was o n ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  l a r g e r  than  b e f o r e ,  

and th e  id e a l  was n o t  a lw ays  r e a l i s e d .

C loaked  by the  argum ent a g a i n s t  d u a l i t y  and  the  p r e f a b r i c a t e d

e le m e n t  was the  d e s i r e  to  s im p l i f y  f a c a d a l  t r e a tm e n t  and co m p o s i t io n  -a

s o r t  o f  a n t i - f r a g m e n t a r y  d r i v e :

' . . . t h e  most u s u a l  m is tak e  i s  the  a b sen ce  o f  'b r e a d t h '  and  
c h a r a c t e r ,  c au sed  by the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  too  ran y  f e a t u r e s ,  too 
many s o r t s  o f  m a te r i a l  and  too  much dt t a i l .  One m a t e r i a l  shou ld  
a lw ay s  p r e d o m in a te . . .  S i m p l i c i t y  and an e f f e c t  o f  s t r e n g t h  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l  in  c o t t a g e  w o r k . . .  A most r e s t l e s s  a p p ea ran ce  i s  g iven  
to  e l e v a t i o n s  where many m a t e r i a l s  a r e  em ployed; one o n ly  fo r  the 
w a l l s  and one fo r  the ro o f  w i l l  g iv e  s u f f i c i e n t  v a r i e t y ,  p ro v id ed  
they  be chosen  w ith  c a r e . . . '  (27)

The c a l l  fo r  h o n es ty  in  ap p ro a c h  to  d e s ig n  d id  n o t  concern  i t s e l f

w ho lly  w ith  e x t e r n a l  a p p e a ra n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  to  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t

a n t i c i p a t e d  ' the form f o l lo w s  f u n c t i o n '  p o s t u l a t e  o f  the modern



movement. And w h i l s t  co n c e rn  f o r  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  v e s  g a in in g  momentum in  

the V ic to r i a n  e r a ,  i t  ten d ed  to  be on the p e r ip h e r y  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

th e o ry .  The Edw ardians d i d n ' t  a c h ie v e  a c l e a r  c u t  th e o ry  e i t h e r ,  

a l th o u g h  th ey  were l e s s  t a c i t  in  t h e i r  e x p o s i t i o n s  . . . ' I f  economy, 

conven ience  and  beau ty  a r e  to  be found Ln o u r  c o t t a g e ,  the  e x t e r i o r  

must be a d i r e c t  and s t r a i g h t  fo rw ard  outcome o f  the  i n t e r n a l  

r e q u i r e m e n t . . . 1 (2 8 ) .

The r e s u l t  i n e v i t a b l y  e f f e c t e d  the  1 house in  the  ro u n d 1 

( c o m p o s i t i o n a l ly ) and in  i t s  f i n e r  d e t a i l .  The p r e f e r r e d  c o m p o s i t io n a l  

em phasis  was s im p le ,  low and h o r i z o n t a l ; 1 I f  the  e a v e s  a r e  k e p t  low, 

and  o th e r  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s  em phasised ,  the r e s u l t  w i l l  be t h a t  most 

p le a s in g  c o t t a g e - l i k e  p r o p o r t i o n  -na lo n g ,  low and  s p r e a d i r  i 

a p p e a r a n c e . ' (2 9 ) .  The o r i g i n  f o r  t h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  i s  o b scu re  a l th o u g h  

B a n i s t e r  F l e t c h e r  d id  v e n tu re  an  e x p la n a t io n  ' . . . t h e  b u i ld in g  shou ld  

tav e  the  long  low e f f e c t  which i s  so  much ad m ired  in  the o ld  

f a rm h o u s e s . ' ( 3 0 ) .  On a s n u l l e r  s c a l e , d e c o r a t io n  to  the e l e v a t i o n s  v e s  

indeed s p a r s e ,  the  r i c h  o rn a m e n ta t io n  o f  the  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  p e r io d  

be ing  t o t a l l y  r e j e c t e d .  However, s u b s t i t u t e s  o f  s u b t l e r  forms d id  c r e e p  

in  - i n e v i t a b l y  they  looked  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from p re c e d in g  ty p e s ,  s in c e  

new em p tases  such  a s  b e in g  ' i n  tarm ony w i th  n a t u r e '  and an o b ed ien ce  to  

' the c l e a n  I ook ' , o b l ig e d  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The v e h i c l e  v e s  u l t i m a t e l y  

one o f  t e x t u r a l  v a r i e t y .  The e f f e c t  was tw o fo ld ;  f i r s t l y  a p la n a r  

ap p ro ac h  to  w a l l  s u r f a c e ,  in  which s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  were 'p ic k e d  o u t '  in  

d i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l s ,  and  seco n d ly  a re -w o rk in g  o f  s e l e c t e d  e le m e n ts  

t h a t  were common to  the V ic to r i a n  house, o n ly  t h i s  time e x e c u te d  in  the  

m a te r i a l  o f  o r i g i n  ( fo r  example q u o in in g  on e x t e r n a l  w a ll  c o r n e r s  

i n s t e a d  o f  b e ing  a p l a s t e r  e m u la t io n  was e x e c u te d  in  s t o n e ) . In t h i s  

s e n s e , f a r  g r e a t e r  use was nude o f  d i f f e r e n t  ( though r e g i o n a l l y  

o b ta in e d )  m a t e r i a l s .  Of c o u rs e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  l i k e  th e  i n c r e a s e  in  the



number o f  s k i l l e d  tradesm en en co u rag ed  the  t r e n d .  ' . . . T h e  e l e v a t i o n  

t r e a tm e n t  o f  a house i s  g r e a t l y  d e te rm in e d  by the  m a t e r i a l s  which a r e  

c h o s e n . . . '  (31) - e x p r e s s io n  w i th in  a t y p i c a l  Baker e l e v a t i o n  fo r  

example i s  l a r g e l y  d ependen t on the  q u a l i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s .  G re a te r  

p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  en e rg y  were expended in  the  d e t a i l i n g  and  e x e c u t io n  o f  

the b u i l d i n g  -good workmanship w hich r a p i d l y  became an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  

o f  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  c o n c e p t io n .

D e s p i te  the  e r a d i c a t i o n  c f  s t y l i s t i c  o rn a m e n ta t io n  and  d e t a i l ,  the 

l a r g e r  and  more s i g n i f i c a n t  e le m e n ts  o f  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  e l e v a t i o n  such 

a s  g a b l e s  and paorches (which w e r e n ' t  bound to  any s p e c i f i c  s t y l e )  d id  

reira i n .

a . )  P l i n t h

S tone  was s t i l l  be ing  used in  the  p l i n t h  and fo u n d a t io n s  up u n t i l

a f t e r  the F i r s t  World War. Even when an  e f f i c i e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  had

been d i s c o v e r e d ,  thie s to n e  p l i n t h  vbs in  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s

m a in ta in e d  in  com pliance w i th  the  A r ts  and  C r a f t s  idea  o f  r o o t in g

thie b u i l d in g  to  i t s  t e r r i t o r y .

'The base  o f  w a l l s  s h o u ld  tie t r e a t e d  so a s  to  g iv e  an 
ap p e a ra n c e  o f  s t r e n g t h . . .  one methiod b e in g  to  p r o j e c t  the  lower 
p o r t i o n .  T h is  p r o j e c t i o n  sh o u ld  be o f  s u f f i c i e n t  w id th  and  
h e i g h t ,  and  i s  sometimes rtade to  c o in c id e  w i th  the  s i l l s  o f  the  
ground  f l o o r  windows in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  an  e f f e c t i v e  
p r o p o r t i o n .  In  p la c e  o f  any  p r o j e c t i o n . . .  a s to n e  o r  rough 
g r a n i t e  base  r a y  be f o r m e d . . . '  (32)

The r e s u l t  was an e x a g g e ra te d  b ase  which was o f t e n  taken  up to  under 

the  window s i l l  [FIGURE 5 . 1 - 1 ] .

A f te r  the  F i r s t  World War t h i s  p r a c t i s e  he came too e x p e n s iv e ,  

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the  l e s s e r  houses  was r e p la c e d  by damp p ro o f  

c o u r s in g  ( in  the  form o f  a l a y e r  o f  t a r  and  sand and  l a t e r  

b i tu m in o u s  o r  a s p h a l t e d  f e l t ) ,  and  a good hard  f a c e b r i c k .

b . ) Wall

-W all S u r f a c e :  The most common w a ll  t r e a tm e n ts  were a smooth



p l a s t e r  o r  a n a t u r a l  f a c in g  ( e i t h e r  face  b r i c k  o r  s t o n e ) .  The 

com bina tion  o f  p l a s t e r  and  a n a t u r a l  fa c e  (som etim es w i th  b o th  s to n e  

and  f a c e b r i c k )  wbs the  common ap p ro ach  f o r  th o se  o f  r u r a l  A r t s  and 

C r a f t s  p r o p e n s i t y < w i th  o n ly  the  o c c a s io n a l  faca d e  t r e a t e d  e n t i r e l y  

to  one n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l .  The o t h e r  common ap p ro a c h  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by 

t i e  e n t i r e l y  p l a s t e r e d  s u r f a c e ,  was the p lo y  o f  th o se  o f  the  

Voysesque s c h o o l .  P l a s t e r  e i t h e r  took the  form o f  a rough c a s t  o r  

t row e l f i n i s h  and  was u s u a l l y  p a in te d  w h ite  o r  a v e ry  l i g h t  cream 

t i n t  ( to  le n d  the  whole a  s t a r k ,  e l e g a n t  s i m p l i c i t y ) .

-W all C o rn e rs :  There  were t h r e e  common ways o f  c e l e b r a t i n g  an 

e x t e r n a l  c o r n e r :  1. B u t t r e s s i n g ,  2 . Q u o in ing ,  and  3. C o r b e l l in g .  

C o rn e rs  to  the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  were a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

' d e m a t e r i a l i s e d '  when t r e a t e d  to  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  bay windows (see  bay 

w indow s).

1. The use  o f  the b a t t e r e d  form, (which was u s u a l l y  l i m i t e d  to  

the ground f l o o r )  seldom perform ed  a s t r u c t u r a l  f u n c t io n ,a n d  m erely  

s e rv e d  a s  a p ie c e  o f  e l e v a t i o n a l  ic onography . I t  v a s  n o t  unknown f o r  

i t  to  be e x e c u te d  in  p l a s t e r ,  s to n e  and  f a c e b r i c k .  Two d i f f e r e n t  

ap p ro a c h e s  can  be o b s e rv e d ,  the  s te p p e d  b u t t r e s s  [FIGURE 5 .1 - 2 ]  in  

which s e v e r a l  r e d u c t io n s  in  b u t t r e s s  w i d ' \  o c c u r  (each  k ink  

a c c e n tu a t e d  by s to n e  f l a g ) ,  and  the s t r a i g h t  p l a s t e r e d  b u t t r e s s  

[FIGURE 5 .1 -3 ]  sometimes capped w ith  a ce ra m ic  t i l e  o r  s to n e  [FIGURE

5 .1 - 4 ]  - t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  which depended on w hether  a r u r a l  o r  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e l e v a t i o n a l  e f f e c t  was so u g h t a f t e r .

2 .  Q uoin ing  in  the  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  e r a  was u s u a l l y  o f  th e  same 

m a te r i a l  a s  ttie r e s t  o f  the  w a ll  ( p l a s t e r ) ,  a l th o u g h  in  Edwardian 

tim es  i t  took  on a more p r a c t i c a l  and h o n e s t  a i r  in  the s e n se  t h a t  

the  m a t e r i a l  was l e f t  u n fa c e d .  I t  teis been s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t s  use in  

t i g h t  budge t  houses  a l lo w e d  f o r  the  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  v u ln e ra b le  c o r n e r s
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where i n f e r i o r  b r i c k  i n f i l l  p a n e l s  were u sed  (3 3 ) .  T h is  may have 

txjen t r u e  in  some cases#  b u t  u n l i k e l y  to  have been the  prime 

m o t iv a to r  in  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  —w hich most p to b a b ly  would have been 

a e s t h e t i c .  D e sp i te  the sc o rn  showered on the  V ic t o r i a n s  fo r  t h e i r  

p e r s i s t e n t  use o f  u n p r o f i t a b l e  d e t a i l #  t h i s  a p p e a r s  v e ry  much to  be 

a  p ie c e  o f  Edwardian d e c o r a t iv e  ' a p p l i q u e ' .  Again th e  m a t e r i a l s  were 

e i t h e r  u n d re s se d  s to n e  [ f o r  the  r u s t i c  lo o k  see  FIGURE 5 .1 - 5 ]  o r  

d r e s s e d  s to n e  o r  face  b r i c k  f r e q u e n t ly  used  in  a vay  t h a t  v e s  

r e m in i s c e n t  o f  the neo-G eorg ian  a e s t h e t i c  [ FIGURE 5 .1 —6 ] .

3. T ie  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n e r  was c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a rounded o r  

cham fered  low er s e c t i o n  - i n c l u d i n g  the p l i n t h  and window# above 

which a t r a n s i t i o n a l  o r  c o r b e l l e d  s e c t i o n  deve lo p ed  i n t o  a sq u are  

c o rn e r  below the e a v e s .  T h is  f e a t u r e  began to  a p p e a r  around  1911 and 

was found in  s i n g l e  [FIGURE 5 .1 —7 and FIGURE 5 .1 —8] and  double 

s t o r e y  u n i t s  (a l th o u g h  i t  was u s u a l l y  c o n f in e d  to  th e  ground f l o o r ) .

- F e a t u r e s :  G ab les .  A lthough the  h ipped  and  py ram ida l r o o f  i s  

seen  to  be a p a r t i c u l a r l y  'E d w ard ian ' c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  s p e c u la t i v e  

housing# i t  was by no means the  only# o r  in d eed  dom inant s o l u t i o n  o f  

the t im e .  T ie  g a b le  f l o u r i s h e d  a s  e v e r  b e f o r e , assum ing  numerous new 

i d e n t i t i e s  which were s i n g u l a r l y  u n - V ic to r i a n .  I t s  v a lu e  a s  one o f  

the prim e f r o n t a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f e a t u r e s  d id  n o t  d im in is h  a t  a l l .  

T ie  th r e e  b a s ic  forms in c lu d e d :  1. The P ara  p e t  te d  g a b le  end ,  2. The 

eaved  g a b l e ,  and  3 . T ie  h y b r id .  I t  ough t to  be n o te d  t h a t  no one 

form p e r t a i n s  e x c l u s i v e l y  to  o n ly  one o f  the  Edwardian a e s t h e t i c  

s t r a i n s .  Mixing g a b le s  and h ipped  r o o f s  l e d  to  a c o n fu s in g  r e s u l t  

(34) and  was n o t  g e n e r a l l y  a d v i s e d .  T ie  con tem porary  f e e l in g  tended 

to  favou r  e i t h e r  one o r  t i e  o t t e r .

1. The u b iq u i to u s  g ab le  was once a g a in  the  ' ta b u la  r a s a ' which 

became a d o rn ed  w ith  the  s t y l i s t i c  emblems o f  b o th  the  C l a s s i c a l
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( in c lu d in g  'Baroque* f e a t u r e s )  and the  A r ts  and  C r a f t s '  i n s p i r e d  

usage o f  the  Cape Dutch g a b l e .  The para  p e t  te d  g a b le s  in  FIGURES

5 .1 -9  and 5 .1 -1 0  in c o rp o r a te d  d e t a i l s  such a s  p ed im en ts ,  a r c h e d  and 

o v a l  k ey s to n ed  ro o f  v e n t s ,  d e n t i l s  and b o ld  s t r i n g  c o u rs e  m ou ld ings , 

the  e f f e c t  o f  which, a l th o u g h  la c k in g  c o n s i s t e n t c y ,  owed som ething 

to  the ' c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e ' .  The g a b le s  in  FIGURE 5 .1 -1 1  which d i s p l a y  

a l t e r n a t i n g  bands o f  b r i c k  and p l a s t e r  v o u s a o i r s ,  l i e  somewhere 

between Queen Anne and ' f r e e - B a r o q u e ' ,  a l th o u g h  th e  m a n n e r i s t i c  

cheek o f  th e se  c r e a t i o n s  l i f t s  them way above s t y l i s t i c  c a t e g o r i a l  

c o n s t r a i n t s .  T ie  g ab le  in  FIGURE 5 .1 -1 2  b e a r s  a c l e a r  a f f i n i t y  to  

m uscu lar-B aroque  w ith  i t s  concave-convex  c o r n i c e  and  te rm in a t in g  

v o lu t e s  - a  s u b t l e  i f  n o t  o b sc u re  r e f e r e n c e  to  the  Cape Dutch g a b le .  

O ther  g a b l e s  o r  Baroque/Cape Dutch e x t r a c t i o n  [FIGURE 5 .1 -1 3  and  

FIGURE 5 .1 -1 4 ]  underwent a  t r a n s f o r m a t io n ,  and  d eve loped  an a lm o s t  

in d e p en d en t  i d e n t i t y  [FIGURE 5 .1 -1 5  and FIGURE 5 .1 - 1 6 ] .  'P u r e r '  Cape 

Dutch i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  (w hich o c c u r re d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1903) ranged  from 

l i t e r a l  [FIGURE 5 .1 -1 7  and  FIGURE 5 .1 -1 8 ]  to  s i m p l i f i e d  and 

a s s o c r a t i o n a l  v e r s io n s  [FIGURE 5 .1 -1 9  and FIGURE 5 .1 - 2 0 ] ,  The twin 

g a b le  was n o t  a common p a r a p e t t e d  form, a l th o u g h  i t  d id  a p p e a r  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  [ s e e  FIGURE 5 .1 - 3 2 ] .  Even though t h i s  to d  h a l f  

t im b e r in g  i t s  toavy  a lm o s t  'v o lu m e t r i c '  q u a l i t i e s  l e n t  i t  the  

r e q u i s i t e  Edwardian a i r .

2. The overhung g a b l e .  T h is  to d  a s  many v a r i a t i o n s  a s  the  

p a r a p e t t e d  g a b l e .  Before lo o k in g  a t  d e c o r a t iv e  a p p l iq u e ,  an  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  the v a r i e t y  o f  b a s ic  forms w i l l  h e lp  in  b e g in in g  

to  d e f in e  the g e n e ra l  p r e f e r e n c e .  The s y n tn e t r ic a l  g a b le  v a s  common 

to  bo th  the  p a r a p e t  and th e  overhung ty p e s ,  a l th o u g h  the l a t t e r  was 

a l s o  f r e q u e n t ly  t r e a t e d  in  an  asy m m etr ic a l  m anner. A nother 

p e c u l i a r l y  Edwardian g a b le  form t h a t  u t i l i s e d  t h i s  type in  tandem,

*



was the doub le  o r  twin g a b le  ( u s u a l l y  in  a d e ta c h e d  s i t u a t i o n ) .  T h is  

f e a t u r e  was i n t e r p r e t e d  in  b o th  the  a sy m m etr ic a l  and  s y n in e t r ic a l  

form.

( i )  The sym m etr ica l  g a b le :  Exponents  o f  th e  s t r i p p e d  a e s t h e t i c  

produced g a b le s  such  a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  in  FIGURE 5 .1 -2 1 .  O ther 

s i m p l i f i e d  exam ples in c lu d e  FIGURE 5 .1 -2 2 ,  in  which the s t r a t e g i c  

p la c in g  o f  the chimney s t a c k s  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the  g a b le ,  combine to 

c r e a t e  a  pow erfu l s t a t e m e n t  o f  symmetry w i th in  the  c o m p o s i t io n .  The 

use o f  d e n t i l s  to  c a r e f u l l y  c l o s e  the  e a v e s  in  FIGURE 5 .1 -3 1 ,  

d i s p la y e d  a t i g h t  and  d i s c i p l i n e d  c o n t r o l  w i th i n  the  g a b le  d e s ig n  -a  

p ro d u c t o f  the c l a s s i c a l  i n f l u e n c e .  The t i l e  hung g a b le  was a 

p a r t i c u l a r  A r ts  and  C ra f - * t u r e , which v a s  used in  two d i f f e r e n t  

woys; a s  a  ' pedim entet FIGURE 5 .1 -2 3 ,  o r  a s  an  a t t i c  room

facade p ie r c e d  by windowj FIGURE ^ .1 -2 4 .

( i i )  The a sy m m etr ic a l  g a b le :  The k . - e t r i c a l  g a b le  was t y p i f i e d  

by one s i d e  be ing  lo n g e r  than  the  o il*  : .  T h is  a g a in  was an A r ts  and 

C r a f t s  f e a t u r e  (which was e x t e n s i v e l y  used by C.F.A,, Voysey). I t s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  swoop was a  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p lo y  used to  u n i t e  

d i s p a r a t e  e l e v a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  - s e e  FIGURE 5 .1 -2 5  in  which the  f r o n t  

g ab le  em braces  an  o th e rw is e  lo o s e ,  f l o a t i n g  e n t r a n c e  a r c h .  (See a l s o  

FIGURE 5 .1 -2 6  fo r  use o f  a s y i im e t r ica 1 g a b l e ) . The g a b le  was u s u a l l y  

t r e a t e d  a s  a f l a t  p l a s t e r e d  s u r f a c e  o r  even pA>ble d ash ed ,  b u t  w i th  

very  l i t t l e  d e c o r a t iv e  e m b e l l i s h m e n t .

( i i i )  The twin g a b le  e x p l o i t e d  b o th  the sym m etr ica l  and 

a sy m m etr ic a l  ty p e s .  The l a t t e r  was used o n ly  in  a doub le  s to r e y  

s i t u a t i o n  because  o f  the low sweep o f  Uie eave  and tiie h igh  window 

p o s i t i o n .  As can be seen  in  FIGURE 5 .1 -2 7  the  whole t r i a n g u l a t e d  

g ab le  s e c t i o n  was boxed and  e x te n d e d  o u t  o v e r  the  lower w a l l  l i n e  -a 

common t r e a tm e n t  t h a t  was a l s o  A r ts  and C r a f t s  f e a t u r e  [ s e e  a l s o



FIGURE 5 .1 - 2 8 ] .  I t  had f u n c t i o n a l  a d v a n ta g e s  too ; 'G a b le s  when 

em ployed , sh o u ld  be o f  s im p le  o u t l i n e , w i th  the  t i l e s  o r  s l a t e s  

p r o j e c t i n g ,  and th u s  keep ing  the w a l l s  d r y . . . '  (3 5 ) .

3 . )  The h y o r id .  T h is  g a b le  i s  t y p i f i e d  by a m ix tu re  o f  b o th  

p a r a p e t t e d  and eaved  s e c t i o n s  o r  h ipped  ends  [ see FIGURE 5 .1 -2 9  and 

FIGURE 5 . 1 - 3 0 J. More l i k e  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d o o d le , i t  was 

e s s e n t i a l l y  a f e a t u r e  o f  c o n t r i v a n c e ,

c . )  E lem ents  w i th in  the  w a l l

-Windows; O rd in a ry .  The d i s t i n c t  move away from the  s a rh  window, 

was j u s t i f i e d  on a e s t h e t i c  a s  w e l l  a s  f u n c t i o n a l  g ro u n d s .  The 

casem ent window was o f  s im p le r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  more c o s t  e f f e c t i v e .  

Com oared  to  the  s a s h ,  i t s  open ing  a c t i o n  made i t  more a t t r a c t i v e  in  

a t  l e a s t  fo u r  r e s p e c t s :  the  b ig g e r  open ing  a r e a  and hence more 

e f f i c i e n t  v e n t i l a t i o n  o f  the  room, r e s i s t a n c e  to  the  w e a th e r ,  the 

f a c i l i t y  o f  be ing  a b l e  to  c l e a n  i t  from the  i n s i d e ,  and  

n o n - in t e r f e r e n c e  w ith  the c u r t a i n s  o r  b l i n d s .  A e s t h e t i c a l l y ,  the  

s a s h ' s  most p le a s in g  p ro p o r io n  tended  to  s t r e s s  the v e r t i c a l i t y  o f  

the  e le m e n t ,  an  a s p e c t  t t a t  was in  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i th  the 

Edwardian c o m p o s i t io n a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  a  lo n g ,  low and h o r i z o n t a l  

a p p e a ra n c e .  The s a s h  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  a more form al t r e a tm e n t  which the 

Edwurdians found to  t e  too  c o n s t r i c t i n g .  The a rgum en ts  a g a i n s t  the 

s a s h  were many: ' [ I t ] . . .  i s  he ld  by some to  be i n a r t i s t i c ,  and  i t  

does  n o t  a lw ays  len d  i t s e l f  to  p o e t i c  fan cy ,  fo r  we ca n n o t  imagine 

Romeo c o n v e rs in g  w ith  J u l i e t  th rough  a s a s h  window; b u t  r a t h e r  from 

the  casem ent o r  L a t t i c e  window o f  S h a k e s p e a re ' s  t i m e . ' (36) and  

'L a rg e  s h e e t s  o f  g l a s s  look  d r e a r y  and  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  and  c o s t  more, 

b o th  in  the  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  and when b re a k a g e s  o c c u r ,  t t a n  s n a l l e r  

window p a n e s . . .  Square  panes  a r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  in  a p p e a ra n c e ,  b u t  a 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  fo u r  in  h e ig h t  to  th r e e  in  b r e u o J i  a lw ay s  looks  w e l l . '
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