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CHAPTER TWO : ATTITUDES TC AFRICANS

Introduction

An analysis of the attitudes and depictions of Africans within South
African literature constitutes an exceedingly complex one, =ince these
attitudes were coloured by a multiplicity of influences, conditicns and
social structures. Some of the factors would include the c¢lass position
of the author, dominant ideologies, the class position of the African(s)
being depicted, the sector of the economy these people occupied, changing
social conditions, working class responses, current theories of ethno-
graphy and popular anthropology and racial attitudes in the metropolis.
Any one or all of these factors could combine to influence the way in
which certain strata of white society perceived Africans and other coloe-
nised peoples and the strategies through which these perceptions were
transported into their literature.

In attempting to analyse prevalent attitudes to Africans in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century, one is faced with the task of
attempting to disentangle these various conditioning social forces,
which invariably overlapped and interweaved. This overlapping in turn
vas also complicated by the complexity of the historical and social
intricacies of the period, which was one of often rapid change, conflict
and dislocation.

Firstly, the revolutionary impact of mining capital had ushered in a
neriod of conquest and violent, often bloody, class conflict.

These changes were met by a variety of popular resyonses which included
religious activism, labour militancy and political'agitation'. hs
Bonnar has said

Wartime industrialisation, post-war inflation, increased
pressure on rural subsistence, and accelerated labour
migrancy together disrupted African society and brought
a new surge of popular action aimed at accommodating and
chanelling the dislocation of change. (1)
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Furthermore,the impact of white conquest in general, and mining in

particuler, had served to create new patterns of stratification within
lack society, the most notable of which was the growing number of edu-

cated and profess’ional Africans who came tc constitute a distinet

claee or 'elite'. This group constantly strove for social advancement

and political expression, which they did via an array of political

organisations, the most notable being the Sorth African Native ['ational

Council, later to become the Africean Naticnal Congress.

This African petty bourgeoisie came to be almost universally despised

by the white-dominated polity, for their aspirations and political
activism, albeit severely circumscribed, cume to represent a fundamental
threat to the caste-like dispensation of colonial society. Marks'
description of this Afvrican petty bourgeoisie in Natal, can be taken

as fairly generally applicable to all four colonies,

There was a tendency in Natal to see every educated African
as a dangerous Ethiopian, ready to drive the white man intc
the sea. As long as the Zulu accepted their inferior
position, whites had felt an ambivalent mixture of contempt
for the 'docile native' and fear for the 'uncontrollable
savage', who might suddenl; and unpredictably rise against
them. But as soon as anyome began to question the basis
of the caste-system, he was felt to be a threat far outside
of the proportion to the actual danger he represented. (2)

The majority of whites tended toc react to these various strands of
political and social resistance with a degree of alarm, which meant
that they tended to run these distinc! social processes intc polyglot
whole. In keeping with this awareness, many novelists added their
voices to the discussion around these subjects and often reacted with
similar alarm, This tendency is nowhere more apparent than in

G. Heaton Nicholls' novel Bayete! which deals with Ethiopianism,

labour militancy, and the 'black peril', which combine to form a 'tale

of warning to white South Africans'. (3)

Consequently, in dealing with white responsezand attitudes to Africans

and African resistance, it becomes nec=ssary to try and untwine these
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various strandr of political and social action, and the fictive re-
sponses to them. In dealing with these wvarious strands, I have
chosen tc analyse four arbitrarily chosen themes: the working class,

the educated Africans, ‘'‘miscegenation' and Ethiopianism.

1 Attitudes to the Working Class

In terms of dominant mining ideology, as Bozzoli has shown, (&)
workers inhabited an ideological space on the periphery of society.
They also formed part of a largely undifferentiated msss that included
the whole of the colonised world. This predominantly 'savage' world,
which surrounded the 'civilised' mining centres, served to define the
*‘rontiers' of exis cence and reality which encapsulated everything
white, mining and British. Eeyond these frontiers of e..istence, the
world remained a nothingness inhabited by vaguely perceived people
whose only function and being was to provide labour for the mines.

Any differentiating characteristics that this vast 'periphery' had,
were imputed to them on the basis of their responses to proletarianisa-
tion and their subsequent performance in the labour market. Needless
to say, these characteristics were invariably negative,including as
they did supposed traits of 'savagery', 'barbarism', laziness and
Stupidity. The latter two were particularly often spplied to subsis-
tence farmers, or those who still had access to land and cculd consge=-
quently resist temporarily the forces of proletarianisation. In
terms cf dominant ideology, these people on their lands did not work,
but merely idled their time away whilst their wives slaved for them.
To counteract these traits of idleness and sloth, the panacea was of
course 'real work' - work on the mines - that most dignified form of

labour which could both 'civilise' and 'educate'.

In addition to these general characteristics, Africans also came to be
categorised in certain racial stereotypes, a designation again contin-

gent upon their behaviour in the labour market. 30, for example,
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in Kimberley, the Sothos who provided the major pert of the work

force in that mining centre came to be seen favourably as a clean,
healthy and well=behaved 'race'. In contradistinction, groups like
the Griquas and Korannas who provided little labcur for the mines

came to be seen as dirty, lying, cunning, stupid and lazy. Afrikaners
often attracted similar categorisaticn, and along with any other groups
who were, because of various factors in their economies and societies,
able to withstand the forces of proletarianisation longer, were seen

to be a generally reprehensible and despicable 'race'. The character-
istics were also presumed to be hereditary and innate, and applied to

the entire ‘race’'.

Furthermore, within literature, these 'racial' characteristics and
stereotypes were given an ethnograrhical and anthropological veneer

as many writers incorporated into their wcrks supposed scientific and
scholarly assumptions of popular anthropologye. Haggard, for example,
frequently sprinkled his work with learned footnotes referring to
'native custom', 'psychology' and physical appearance. The vogue and
currency of his pseudo-anthropology is also apparent from the ease
with which writers turned their hands from novel writing to non-fiction
producing apparently learned and informed works. A good example of
this trend is Buchan's The African Colony aimed at students of South
Africa. Furthermore, this anthropological vogue stimulated its own

particular genre - the ethnographic novel. (%)

These particular attitudes were 2lso bolstered by the racial attitudes
and assumption of metropolitan society, where armchair anthrepology
enjoyed widespread popularity. (6) This amateur and often conjec-
tural 'science' contributed further towards the creation of racial
stereotypes, which came to be classified in terms of a social Darwinist
evelutionary theory. Consequently the 'Bushman', 'Hottentot' and
'Zulu' were frequently invcked as data to illustrate 'higher and lower
stages of development', These particular assumgtions in turn were
widely incorporated intc colonial literature and hence gained widespread
validity. (7)



So widespread, in fact, that all these ideological stereotypes came

to be encapsulated in a series of shorthand codes which come to

stand for entire nations whose every member wue supposed to Lonform

to these stereotypes. This tendency of hopelessly oversimplified
stareotypes is, of course 2 common one in popular literature of any
kind. Crwell, for example, has shown that the portrayal of foreigners
in popular English boys' fiction conforms to a type of insect thesis
whereby any nation can be classified according to certain traits and
objects which surround them.

The assumption all along is not only that foreigners are
comics who are put there for us to laugh at; but that

they can be classified in much the same way as insects...

It is the thing you recognise him by, like the Frenchman's
beard or the Italian's barrel-organ. In (boys' papers) it
occasionally happens that, when a setting of a story is

in a foreign country, some attempt is made to describe

the natives as individual human beings, but as a rule it

is assumed that foreigners of any one race are all alike

and will conform more or less to the following patterns. (8)

Crwell then goes on to list these patterns. The Frenchman is 'excitable,
wears beards, gesticulates wildly'; the Spaniard and Mexican are
'sinister, treacherous'; the Chinese is alsc 'sinister, treacherous',
'wears pigtail' and so on. Similarly too, one ccnld draw up a schema
for the way in which South African 'racial types' come to be portrayed

in literature. The list would go something like this:

Zulu : Brave, but bloodthirsty, carries knotkerrie

Boers : Dirty, lazy, cuaning, saelly

Half-castes: innately depraved, always drunk

Bushmen and Hottentots: fox-like, on lower rungs of evolutionary scale
Basuto : generally clean, well -behaved and good diamond workers

and so on. These racial assumptions and stereotypes, compounded of
dominant ideology in Scouth Africa, and popular anthropclogy 'at home'
came to constitute the prevalent way in wrich Africans, particularly

of the working class,came to be seen. And it was popular literature
which always reflects dominant idesas so transparently, that came to be

one of the major propagating mechanisms of this ideology.



However, not all Africans came to be seesn in these particular 'racial
tems', and we now turn to the African petty bcurgeoisie, structurally
distinct from the rank and file, and in literature having a different

portrayal accorded to them.

2 Attitudes to the Educated African

Given the extent to which the African petty bourgeocisie was both feared
and mistrusted by white society, it is not surprising to find that the
figure of the educated African, or to use the terminology of the time -
'Christianised or missicnised Kafir' - should emerge as one of the

most frequently discussed and moes. often ridiculed and despised.

The impact of this class can be gauged on one level by his predominance
as a stock figure of South African fiction, studied by nearly every
white writer of the time like Scully, Black, Slater, Cripps, Gouldsbury,
Gibbon, Mitford and Buckan to mention but a few. The dominant mode of
portrayal of the representatives of this educated elite, tended tc te
based on .. stereotype and ridicule. But within this general framework,
one can observe a number of variants.

In the first of these, the educated African is represented as the man
between two werlds, inhabiting a no man's land, rejected by and
alienated from both white society 'above' and black society 'below'.
The cause for this alienation is invariably his education, often
obtained overseas. For to white scciety, an African educated over-
seas represented a visible and powerful symbol of the extent to which
the African pretty bourgecisie had deviated 'rom the 'natural' status
quo of serfdom and servitude. Ever since Tiyo Soga first received an
education overseas, a path followed subsequently by many others, the
figure of an African going overseas, to be exposed to all manner of
'undesirable' ideas, was bound to provoke both the ire and fear of the
settler society. This fear of the overseas influence was tc become

most pronounced in connection with 'Ithiopianism'. (9)



Fossibly cne of the most sympathetic portrayals of this 'man of two

worlds' came from Perceval Gibbon in his novel, Margaret Harding.

The protagonist, Kamis, having been educated in England, returns to
South Africa and is rejected by both his people and by the majority
of irascible and petty colonists, reprecented as a group of senile
and decaying people in a tuberculosis sanatorium in the larroo.
Yet, amongst this group of pettifoggers and alcoholics, Kamis finds
a friend and ally in the person of Margaret Harding, the 'eniightened'
woman from Europe. However, their friendship is subject to the
imaginary calumny of 'miscegenation', on the part of the inmates of
the sanatorium, the Afrikaners in the vicinity, and certain Africans
as well.

The degrees of sympathy inherent in Gibbon's view becomes apparent
from the open-ended structure of the novel, with Margaret returning
to England, and Kamis, absolved of a charge of sedition, going on to
attempt to help with ar outbreak of smallpox. However, Gibbon's
attempts at a sympathetic portrayal of the pesition of the educated
elite did not meet with the approval of his fellow writers, and
Francis Carey Slater eriticised the book.

In "Margaret Harding" Mr. Gibbon tackles the problem
of "Black and White" in South Africa. This is a
difficult and thorny question which has given pause to
many besides Mr. Gibbon. iie has sslected an extreme
and improbable case whereon to base his brief. He
argues ably and eloquently; but with a perverseness
due to an imperfect understanding of South African
character, and a limited sympathy with r:gard to one
section of the reople he writes adout. Th2 result,
so far as the mein question is concerned, is therefore
nugatory. (10)

Slater then continues to berate Gibbon for his satirisation of the

¢colonists.

When we charged lMr. Gibbon with a lack of sympathy
towards one section of the people of thi= country, we
referred to the Colonial or South African of British
extraction. The book before us is an uncompromising
attack upon this poox unfortunate fellow...Mr. Gibbon
paints the Cclonial as a dull and brainless yokel,



whose stock topic of conversation is the Kafir, who is
also the chief object of his cruelty, hatred and con=~

tempt. We venture to think that this picture is not

only uncharitable, but unjust. (11)

Slater then levels the predictable accusation against Gibbon of 'not
knowing the native and his character', a knowledge, Slater feels,that
would have come had Gibbon been born and bred in Souilh Africa or had
stayed here longer.

In contrast to Gibbon's 'exceptional®' portrayal, one can turn for a
more 'normal' characterisation of the educated elite to Slater's own
work. In one of his short stories, "The Dictionary" published in The
Sunburnt South in 1908, Slater creates out of his mission-educated
protagonist, Moses Mpondo, a ridiculous buffoon, pretentiously vaunting
his meagre store of knowledge.

Mcses was a fine specimen of a healthy young native:

tall, strongly built, and one of the innumerable disciples
of Beau Zrummel. He wore a soft felt hat around which a
pink silk scarf was cunningly wound - its tassels

flaunting gaily r - his left ear. His trousers were of

a light check ma -~ al, tight at the knees, and so wide at
the ankles as almost to conceal his brightly polished, high-
heeled beotic. A starched shirt, a stand-up collar, an
amazing red tie, and a tightly~fitting coat served to
complete his personal adornments. (11)

In additica to this slightly farcical outfit, Moses

had been a devout atudent of the English dictionary. Long
sonorous words were as dear to him as fine phrases are
said to be to a lover. The meaning of these alarming
words was to Moses quite a secondary considerationi so
long as he could pronounce them trippingly off the tongue
who would dare to gquestion his erudition? (12)

In addition to caricaturing Moses, Slater doss the same to an evening of
& literary society at a mission staticn. 3later uses the inzident
to satirise the often verbose and Victorian rhetoric of early African

writers. The method of satirisation is vesed on contempt and paternalism
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designed to produce a portrait of uactuous and ridiculous characters.

The roll of membership was then called; after which

the chairman indicated that he would receive apologies

or excuses upon tehalf of absent members. First one
member arose, and fingering his tall white collar said
blandly: 'Mr. Sheerman, Irise to giva the reason of
Timotheus Tutuma, he has the acute agony in his interior!'
Then another member arose, and, scratching his head, said

bashfully:
'Mr. Sheerman, I rise to give the reason of Mr. Obediah
Muasingata, he's mending his trousers!' (13)

Moses' contribution to ths proceedings is es follows

'‘Mister Sheerman, my rez-itation is entitled, "Leetle Geem" °'.
He then cleared his throat, and raising his hand in a
theatrical manner, began:
'The cawtage was a thatch-ed wasan,
The outside cold and meen,
Yet every-theeng witheen that cawt
Was wandress neet and cleen! ' (14)

Moses ultimately forsakes his world of learning for a 'red' woman, whom
he marries, sasting off his former acacdemic pretension to become a farm
worker, with his wife working in the kitchen.

The second and more radical variant of the portrayal of the representatives
of the African petty bourgeoisie is that of tke educated man 'turning
savage'. This figure also involves an overseas educated African who,

on returning to South Africsa,'regresses' to his 'savage' customs, the
underlying assumption teing that he should never have been educated in

the first instance. The prototype of this figure emerges in Gouldsbury's
The Tree of Bitter Fruit. This novel deals with Mkonto, an overseas
educant, who on returning to Rhodesia, finds himself pinioned betv:-an a
District Commissioner whosz authority he does not accept, and an ..rican
population that reject him. He rapidly 'degeneratss' to become once

more a'primitive savage'. Snyman, in an approving tone, summarises
Gouldsbury's intentions: ‘'he shows that the native cannot win through

on his own, even if he had the advantages of educsation and European
culture, however attractive they may be to the native himself, cannot
profit the African,' (15)



The third and final portrayal that must be mentioned here, is that which
sprang from the 'liberal' quarters of South African society. This
section of white sc-isty constantly vleaded for the incorporation of
the petty bourgeoisie, as a method for diverting conflict. It was
felt that if these 'exceptional' Africans could be extended certain
limited rights, their political grievances could te assuaged. These
white liberals, or 'friends of the natives' were consequently welle
disposed towards the petty bourgeoisie. Most notable of the literary
works that arose as part of this ideological trend is William Scully's
Daniel Vananda, which sets the pattern for later litoral writers who
dealt with the plight of the educated African. (18)

'‘Half-Cactes'

No other subject had besn surrounded with &o much hypoerizy, chicanery
and moral judgements than thnat of intermarriage or 'miscegenation'.

In terms of domirant and official ideology, it has always been regarded
as an heretical instance of crossing the class and 'colour' line, an
act that was portrayed as undermining the very cornerstones of the white
dominated polity. This ideology has in turn spilt over %o affect the
perceptions of 'half-castes', ‘hybrids', 'bastaard Hottento:is' or
'coloureds', who have come to constitute such a central image in South
African litersture. These official assumptions also genarally go
hand in hand with a tacit acceptance that 'miscegenation' is extremely
rare, an attitude one critic has summed up as follows

White South Africans generally believe that intermarriage
has always been a rarity, except perhaps for the first
couple of generations after van Risbeeck and confined
tnereafter largely tc sailors and other foreigners unaware
of the 'South African way of life'. (17)

(.f course, in order for a population of twe millior 'coloureds' to have
arisen, 'miscegenation' has in fact been anything but a rarity. and
the reasons for its eppearance are not hard to find. Apart from the
natural affection between partners, one could expect toc find frequent

intermarriage in a colony where white men outnumbered white women.



However, these obvious facts very easily tend to be overlooked, as
the discussion of 'miscegenation' comes to be clouded in myths,

fantasies, misconceptions and sanctimonicusness.

One of the few commentators wheo attempted tc debunk this sanctimonious-
ness was Sol Plaatje in his pamphlets "The Mote and The Beam. An

Bpic of Sex-Relationskip 'Twixt Black and British South Africa". (18)

He begins the discussion by talking of 'twentieth Century Fharisees',
those people who 'descant upon the moral decadence of the South African
Natives'. He then mentions the instance of a colonial girl who
uxpressed outraged moral indignation at the incidence of intermarriage
overseas, saying that this would then make South African blacks
'discontented', Plaatje then hits at the colorial consciousness of
South African whites who 'think the whole world is within the boundaries
of Transvuaal, wherein, they presume, their domination is unquestioned'.

Grown wealthy on the proceeds of ill-requited blansk

labour, by profiteering on wool and other commodities,

also the product of black-sweated labour, white South

Africans now cast aspersions on their-fellow-whites in

other lands, and boast of visionary virtues "in the

Transvaal where', the same writers said, (with a pen

whose facility seemed to have been untrammelilsd by such

trifles as facts) "bilack and white unions are prohibited", (19)

The article procieds then to list the widespread incidence of 'miscege-
nation' throughout the Transvaal. The 'coloured' children from such
relationships are to be found 'in the streets in urban centres, around
the water-furrows in the rural areas, and carried on washer-wcmen's
backs, all over the Transvaa''. (20) He then poses the pertinent
question 'where do mulattoes come from?' and points to the obvious
fact that white men have teen in fact 'flooding the country with
illegitimate half-castes'. This situation is tacitly aided by legis-
lation which, although it prohibits co-habitation between white women
and black men does not outlaw the reverse >f a black woman and white
man. These unions es Flaatje shows, inevitably work to the disadvantage

of the black woman as white men frequently deserted them. In addition



the article also points out that it is often these seli-same men

who show the most Lypocrisy. On the one hand they will keep a
concubine, whilst on the other they will vehemently support move=-
ments to preclude blacks from pclitical and economic opportunities.
Finally the article dealswit™ the question of the 'black peril'

which as Plaatje points out should rightly be called the white peril,
sincethe initiative for these relationships between while housewives
and their servants .omes from the former. Flaatje alsc adds another
layer of complexity to his discussion by pointing to the political
implications of the hue and cry surrounding 'black peril' scares.
The net result of this public outcry was stronger calls for segre=-
gation, and Lord Harcourt the Colonial Secretary used 'black peril'
scares as a method of justifying the 1913 Land Act. Finally,
Plaatje puts his analysis ‘n histor‘cal perspective by corraring
pre-imperial African societies to the position under white ¢ 13uest.

The Natives had little or no insanity; they had neither
cancer or syphilis and no venereal disease because they
had no prostitutes. It differed entirely from that of
the Christian dispensation, but it was seraphic compared
with the diabolical white man's law of Transvaal which
prevents men from marrying their wives and forced them -
sometimes against their wizh - to make harlots of good
motners, adulteresses of potential housewives and bastards
of children born of true varental love. And the white
race - capable of enacting and enforcing such a law -
the white r~ce which, by the aid of regular and irregu=~
lar alliances with black women - have hbecome progenitors
of the three-quarte:r million mulattces in South Africa -
a race that had intreiuced lung sickness and veneresl
disease into South Africa, should have been the last to
.alk of racisl purity. (21)

It has been necessary to deal with Flaatje's discussion at some length
for it provides an alternative emphasis o the domiuant orthodoxy,
by pointing to the complexity and posstical implicaticns of sexual
relati~nships between black and white in South Africa. Eut Flaatje's
voice often tended to be one in the wilderness, and [for every word
he produced abcut 'miscegenation', he was rountered oy a thousaznd from
the ruling class of white society who reproduced dominant idess on

the issue. ot the least of this hue &ad cry csme from novelists wh.



Perceval Gibbon
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dealt extensively with the theme. Indicative of the tone and con-
tent of & lot of this writing is the novel of Frances Bancroft, Of
Like Passion which in the werds of the author was written 'in the
cause, and for the guasrding and protection of the Daughters of Great

-

Britain - the white womanhcod of our colonies...’' 22)

Bancroft was joined by many other women, both before and after her,
who were to deal with 'miscegenation' in similar tones of outraged
indignation, for in these intermarriages, ruling class women perceived
8 distinet class, race and sex threat to their position within
colonial society. Indeed one of the earliest novels dealing with the
‘half-caste', Jan: An Afrikaner came from a weman, Anna Howarth. In
order to make sense of this peculiarly white womanu's response to
'‘miscegenation', it is necessary to look briefly at their position in
colonial society, and the way in which this affected the character and
structure of their fictiou.

Generally speaking, Buropean women in the colonies comprised only a

small fraction of the white minority, which depended for the continua-
tion of its privileged position on the subjugation and extraction of
labour from .indigenous societies by military =trength. To white

women, as a minority within a minority, their most profitable method

of survival lay in marriage and the reproduction of their class. Conse-
quently, they clung to the nuclear family as their salvation, wnilst also
identifying strongly with the large 'colenial' family, which could ensure the
reproduction of their particular scciety. As part of this colonial
'family', women too shared the spoils of colonisation and imperial

conquest, and hence often became its most vehement uphclders.

In thie position, white ruling class women tended to regard black
women with the gravest suspicion and reactec with great alarm to
'misce, ‘nation' in any form. Whether 'their' white men raped,
assaultecd, married or co-habited with black women, it all hit generally
at the 'racial purity' of the colonial 'family' and specifically at

the insecure position of the ruling class women.
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As Kowbotham has said

Because (the white women's) swn superiority was insecure
they have turned on the native woman with a bitterness in
which sexual and racial jealousy combine...The appearance of
of mulatto children, taught to despis~ their cwn mothers,
was the ironic testament of the white women's rivale.s.. (23)

Against this threat to their position, imperial women formed a large
numkter cf associations designed to promote and extend their particular
interests. These imperial organisations for women were prolific and
included bodies like the South African Colonisation Society, British
Women's Emigration Association, British Women's Association, Federation
of British Women, Daughters cf Empire and the Acsociated Women's
Organisation of the Transvaal which amongst other things, approached
the Transvaal authorities to counter the 'social curse of the black
peril'., (24)

These organisations were given to expressing themselves volubly in the
local press (25) and constantly pleaded for the 'British' woman's
racial purity and sexual sanctity. In order to achieve this goal,
they constantly called for increased emigration to the colonies, which
they hoped would lead to more British families who could in turn ensure
white superiority and racial exclusivity, by obviating the necessity

of white men marrying 'natives', be they Afrikaans or African.

The women's popular fiction of the period often tends to reproduce trans-
parently this particular women's ideoclogy, and in much of this litera-
ture, the family becomes the core of the story, dictating point of view
narrative pace, characterisation and ss on. (28) In sanctifying the
nuclear family, South African women were acting in accordance with

their counterparts in Victorian Zngland. In 2 world where marriage

was the only source of survival, and 'wemanliness' the only marketable
commodity, Victorian women's fistic» dwelt obsessively on sexual attrace-
tiveress, marriage and the family. As ons commentstor has said

In Vietorien fiction, almost the whole of human life
93
8

ict
¢ould be in a sense contained in the family, for the
part of life which lay beyond the ccnfines of the
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family was usually considered to be incompatible

with a moral view cf human relaticns. 'Goodness'
required a home, a wife, children and servants.

It needed a door shut against temptation, corruption
and threat...the sources (of protection and fulfilment)
(were) financial security, property, spouse and
children. (27)

Add to this a ment sanctification of 'racial purity', EBritish
exclusiveness and the cclonial 'family', and one has a fair idea of
the majority of white women's popular literature during the late

nineteenth and early twentieth century in South Africa.

In their response to '‘miscegenation', women writers mediated the threat
that 'miscegenation' presented to them, by viewing it from the stance
of the nuclear and colonial family. Black women, therefore, fall
outside the legitimacy of these institutions, while their sexual
relations with white men could be upbraided in strident and outraged
tones. Take for example a work by Mrs. Carey-Hobson, The Farm in the
Karrco, published in 1883. The book is a travelogue and deals with

a company of three Eritish 'gentlemen' doing a tour of the Cape Colony.
Cne of their ports of call is a canteen of which the author makes the
following comment. 'But how disgraceful were the scenes which met
their eyes! Men, blaci, white and brown - drinking, smoking and
swearing, sitting and lying arcund in dreadful confusion, while the
Hottentot women, more horrible even than the men, were dancing and
singing and shouting.' (28) We are left in no doubt as %o the sexual
relationship tetween the white men and the 'hottentot' women and it is
this factor which prompts the tone cf outraged meral indignation of

the passage.

Anna Howarth devoted a whole book to the subject of ‘miscegenation'

entitled Jan: An Afrikander. In this bock, Jan Vermaak, through th

vagaries of the inheritance plot is found to be heir to a fortune in
Zngland. Jan, however, is of 'mixecd blood', and has a dark and

murky past, having killed one of his rivals in love, a certain van der
Riet. Reginald Carson, Jan's couzin and harbinger of 'civilised'

Sritish velues. takss Jan back to bngland and his fortune. Sut 'back
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home', Jan, baecause of the 'debilities of his kafir tloocd', is
incapable of conducting himself in a 'civilised' way and nearly kills
his ex-fiancee in one of his many ocutbursts of passion. Under the
guidance of Carson, Jan returns to South Africa to give himself up
for the murder of van der Riet, and, in what is considered an heroic

act, commits suicide.

The novel hinges around the intercornecting motifs of family and race
and Jan is portrayed as enjoying the benefits of the former, and the
debilities of the latter. All his heinous character “iraits - viclence
passion and dishonesty - are seen as results of 'Kafir blood'. The
savage in him is seen as congenital and hence » insoluble problem,

It is eventually his 'civilised' English properties of duty and honour
brought to the fore, by vir.ue of his being brought into the Carson
family, that lead to his confession and suicide.

The voices of women like Howarth, Bancroft and Carey-Hobson were later
to be joinesd by that of Sarah Gertrude Millin, whose work on the
'coloureds' - God's Stepchildren - has probably been the most widely
read and acclaimed book on the subject. (29)

In the work, Millin attempts to document historically the affects of
'miscegenation' over a century, by following five generations of one
family. The progenitor of this line is Andrew Flood, the missionary
whe married a local woman. By creating a fictive history of his
descendants, Millin attempts to make her statement on the position of
'coloureds', who are seen as a group between two worlds spurning

black society 'below', but teing spurned by white scciety 'above'.

However, the work itself c¢merges as the very opposite of a history,

for ultimately Millin resorts to an ahistorical and vitalist explana-
tion in terms of which 'coloureds' are seen 2s 'innctely degenerste',
And it is significant that ths metaphor most frequently used to explain
their social rosition is that of disease or lupacy, a hereditary

taint that makes their position both transhistorical and irredeemable.

e

Furthermore, this ahistorical view of the 'coloureds' is supported

by the :z*crilc and cyclical view of history that informs the work.
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In terms of this view, 'coloureds' are 'eternally' forced to expiate
the sins of their fathers which are hereditarily visited on their
heads. Consecuently the novel ends with Barry Lindell, who to all
intents and purposes, has integrated into and internalised the values
of white society, repudiating his wife and child, in a fit of remorse

to go and do missionary work where Flood cnce worked.

It is interesting and instructive at this point toc compare the views
of people like Bancroft, Carey-Hobson, Howarth and Millin with
those of Ulive Schreiner, whose views on feminism and marriage enabled
her to assess the rnsition somewhat more clearly. Irom this perspec-
tive, 'miscegenation' and 'half-castes' represented no threat to her
and she discusses these issues in a far more 'objective' light.

In an article, 'The Problem of Slavery' (30), she turns her attention
to the question of 'half-castes' and poses the question, 'as to
whether (the half-caste's) anti-sociality is inherent and the direct
result of the mixture cf bloods, or is an accident, dependent on
external and changeable conditions'. (31) She then sets out the
dominant attitudes towards the 'half-castes'.

We are compelled in the first place, to study the
vulgar verdict, which rough, ungenerslised human
experience has recorded, and to see in how far any
other evidence we can obtain sustains or opposes

it. The universality and unanimity of the popular
verdict on the Half-caste is remarkable. The Half-
caste, it is asserted in every country where he is
known, whether it be in America, Asia or Africa,

and whether rLis ancestors be English and Negroid,
Spanish and Indian, or Boer and Hottentot - the
Half-caste is by nature anti-social. I+ is al-
ways asserted that he possesses the vices of both
parent races and the virtues of neither; that he

is born especially with a tendency to be a liar,

co wardly, licentious, and without seli-respect. (32)

She then rejects this 'racial' and gene¢tic explanaticn in favour of a
more social one .

Reviewing thus, the popular verdict on the Ealf-Caste
it must be granted that there do exist in his external
conditions causes more than adequate to account for

his low development in sccial feeling; and this, apart
entirely from any necessary or congenital anti-social
trait, (33)
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She continues

yet, until science has been able to demcustrate that
not social conditions, but 2 congenital defect, has
made the Half-caste what we find him, the balanced

and impartial mind, in answer to the popular accuss-
tion against him of congenital anti-sociality, can
bring in only one verdict, that of - Not Proven. (34)

These formulations may not sound overtly radical, but in an age when
the 'half-caste' was universally characterised as 'innately depraved'
and was made an object of 'scientific' study on a par with the 'hybrid',
mule and zebra, these ideas must have been innovatory and 'progressive'.
Furthermore, one must bear in mind Schreiner's position as a woman,

and when one compares her ideas with her counterparts, who reacted

with alarm and horror to all 'half-castes', one can gauge the extent

to which her ideas did in some measure guestion dominant ideology on
this issue.

Another writer who attempts to deal with the position of 'miscegenation'
socially was Perceval Gibbon in his novel, Souls in Bondage, in which
he tries to analyse the contradictory dynamic of race and class in
South Africa. As the centre of the novel he uses Cecilia du Flessis,

a ‘coloured' who finds herself out of step with her kith and kin,
because of her missionary education, the ideological premises of

which she has incontrovertibly internalised. She consequently aspires
'upwards' towards white Christian values and lives in a spirit of virtue,
sobriety and moral correctness. In terms of her aspirations she is
much tempted to accept an offer of marriage from a failed white lawyer,
Thwaites., Rut working against her cless aspirations are the dynamics
of race and she consequently defers his offer of marriage, feeling

that as a 'coloured' she would prejudice Thwaites' career and rrospects,

whiech are ironically non-existent.

+his decision of hers has been prepared for in the novel, as Gibbon
attempts to =lucidate the leavening effects of a racial ideology that
obscures the class distinctions within any community. As a background

to thie racial ideology, Gibbon has created a zegregated geography for
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fiis Yook comprisirg white, Africas end 'coloured' living areas and

locations.

ossat the spruit the (white) town endea. The well-
kept road dipped into it and dies, and was reincarnated
upon the other side as a track, a trodden and rutted
path. Half a mile along it lay the locations.s.on the
bare carth between the town and the locaticn dwelt yet
another community, whose staztus and rank were matters
rather of construction than of acknowlesdged precedent
esst’ese were the “off-coloured", the half-castes, the
outcume of white supremacy in a black country. (35

Cecilia eventually marriss a working class 'coloured', and in an act,
symbolic of her lsavening at the hands of a racist society, is beuten
to death.

Finally, ir ccncluding this section, menticn must be made of Blackburn's
contribution to the 'miscegenution' saga - a novel entitled Love Muti.
Published in 1915, this work is possibly one of the most interesting
becanse the most explicit, dealing with black~white sex relations in
South Africa. And in it Elackburn attempts to delve into the sexual
fantasies of coleonial psychology - fantasies that he part perodies and

part falls victim to himself.,

As a hackground to this theme, Blackburn sets out a sociology of sex
in the colonies, where white men far outnumber white women. In terms
of this ratio, white women come to be deified as virginal statues on
redestals.

The average colonial girl did not appeal to him. He
found her coo regal and vapid - the patural result in
which the men largely ouftnumbered the women and pacsively
concedad absoluts surremacy to them. (36!

However, implicit in these Vici'orian attitudes towerds women hide the
inevitable uouble standards. “hits women are untcouchable, but black
women, or Victorian prostituses for that matter, become the repositories
for the actual and ideologiral fantasies, projections and myths of

white male sexuality.
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Just such a repository in the novel is Letty Bandusa, a 'coloured' and
highly educated woman working as a housemaid in the house of a sugar
plantaction owner in Natal., Positively oozing seaxuality from every
pore, she attracts violent reactions from 211 guarters. The

majority of wkite women react to her rampant sexuality, whicl they
rerceive to “e a pceitive threat. But, the newly arrived Englishman
Charles Rabson., happily falls victim to her atavistic charm. And

for every love philtre and charm she dispenses, Rabson becomes a more
than willing victim, and eventually marries her to the horrcr of Natal
colonial society.

L, Ethiopianism

No single word was more likely to bring out the fears and tensions in
white colonial society, than whispers of 'Zthiopienism', a word that
would bring out a rash of hysteria and rumours of fake scares - a
reaction often unrealistically out of proporticn to the threat that
'Ethiopianism' posed.

The term itself, 'Dthiopianism', is one that has teen fairly loosely
used to apply to all manner of independent and secessionist African
religious movemente, and was at times used as a synonym for African
nationalism. According to Shepperson, the term more precigely encom-
passes two areas - namely hAfrican religious sects seceding from non=-
conformist white churches to join american Negro churches and secondly
'new tyres of churches of an apocalyptic character', which fiad their
genesis in the 'missionary efforts of American groupe, bteth white and
black: (37)

The history of Sthiopianism goes back tc thes seventeeth century when
the St. James version cf the bible transiated Africans az Bthiopians.
As a religious movement it started amongst Americsn slaves who based
their brand of radical Christianity on a biblical exegesis relating

to Sthiopian refarences. The movement wes tra

It

splanted to Africa

]
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and became particularly strong in Scuthern Africa du
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twentieth. This Zthiopian movement is generally recogniseda as starte-
ing with Mokone and Dwane's secession from the Wesleyan church to form
the Zthiopian church in 1893, a body that subsequently joined tle
American Methodist Episccpal Churech (AME) in 1896. Cther important
landmariks in the develonment of the religo-political movement include
the visit of Bishop Turner i~ 1808, and Joseph Booth's visit and forma=-
tion of the African Church Union. Accompanying these evenis was a
lirge~acale popular support of the secessionist movement, its number
rising from 2 800 to 10 000 in the early 1890's. (38)

Tne origin and social genesis of Zthiopianism is a complex affair, to
which many critics have turned their attention. (3%)  Eriefly, the
origins are seen as lying in an interacting set of social forces which
involved large-scale dislocation of African societies; popular pro-
test; changing class formation and stratification, particularly in

the rise cf the African petty bourgeoisie, and its rocoycree to repres-
sive 'native policy'; patterns of colonisatiocn and American influence.
Cne of the most important features is the role that the African petty
bourgeoisie played in the religio-pclitical movement, for it was
largely this group that directed and led the movement. Within the
context of South African society, this educated elite functioned with=-
in a white dominated polity, where ideals of segregation and the 'colcur=-
bar' were progressively blocking the aspirations of social advancement
and mobility, that the petty bourgeoisies harboured. In addition,
within the missionrary institutions, they faced a white elitism that
generally precluded any possibility of advancement for Africans.

Reacting against these constraints, many Africans educated within
these churches broke away to form their own i' dependent and orthodox
churches which geave them & tenuous powerbase, the chance of accumula=-
ting capital from their followers and American sources, andi the
opportunity te found educational institutions. The involvement of
the educatad elite in the Ethiopian movement hence arises out of ree-
ciprocal responses between colonists, segregationism, and the aspira-

tions of the aducatcd Africans.
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Sthiopianism of the truest type appears mainly in those
parts of Africa in which there have been fairly large
Zuropean or Buropean-influenced ruling classes, effece
tive colour bars, and - because of missicnaries and
administrative exigencies - groups of "educated"
Africans. (L40)

If the movement's leadership came from the ranks of the petty bour-
geoisie, then its followers were drawn from the ranks of peasants,
sutsistence farmers and lumpenproletariat ard marginal elements with-
in the urban eccnomy. The character and extent of the support for
Gthiopianism, as Rich has shown, arose largely as a response to
growing landlessness amongst Africans that was becoming prevalent by
the turn of the century. This landlessness., in turn, had been
prompted by the development and modernisation of white agriculture,
and the imperative of the mining economy to seek out large supplies
of cheap labour, factors which united in consigning ever increasing
numbers of African to ever decreasing land areas or reserves, a posi-
tion that was legally ratified in the 1913 Land Act.

In these circumstances, Ethiopianism, with its possibilities of moral
and educational regeneration of traditioral African communities and
its slogen of Africa for the Africans, found meny willing participants.
And it is these conditions of growing landlessness, that too, accounted
for the ready acceptance of American Zthiopian thinkirg, thut had
arisen in a similar society of segregationism and landlessness. The
patterns that Ethiopianism were to assume varied. At times it

tended to be tribal in character amd at other stapges it adopted a
transtribal, nationalistic character, an ideology appropriate to its
porulist support base. This nationalistic ideology was to be suppor-
ted by the links that subsequently grew up between the religious
movement and the SANNC on its formation in 1912, an alliance that

could be expevted, given the petty bourgecisie orientation of ths

leadership of Yoth the SANNC and tre ASthiopian movement.

It is nececasary to stress the complexity ol the Zthiopian movement

before looking at the white response to it, since white reactlicn
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tended %to 3implify the moveament whilst regarding it witk a mixture of
suspicion, mistrust and misunderstanding often bordering on hysteria.

This attixude hLas been succinctly ocutlined by Shepperson

Before 1920, the tendency of Zuropean observers was

not to subdivide (the movement) into two basic streams
of independent African churches, but if they bothered

&t pll tc classify them, to lump them all together as
'%thiopian', Whether orthodox or unorthodox, they

were all elements of 'Zthiopianism', a pan-African con=-
spiracy, a threat to white supremacy in Africa, which

to many witnesses, seemed part of a deeply laid plan in
which Negroes from the New YWorld weras heavily involved
ssesThe nistorian, therefore, looking back at the 'Ethi-
opianism' of this period, may not fird it difficult to
believe that, if independent Aftican churches and minis-
ters played any seditious role at this time, it is
largely tecause scared EZuropeans, in spite of themselves
had put such ideas into their minds. (41)

The Zuropsan response in South Africa,too was largely of this exaggerated
character. And although there were a number of insurrectionary events
that had their foundation in the religious movement (42), white
reaction invariably tended to be overstated,

The nature of white rzsponse, our main concern here, was tied up with
the structure of colcnial society and the character of Ethiopianism.
One fear tkhat would appear to have beer the most prevalent, was the
allegation that the movement was a 'secret society' or a type of 'free
masonry'. This fear of secrecy, probably reflected more than anything
else, the apprehension about the populist =uppert base of the movement.
As Hughes has pointed out, the fissiparous teéndencies of the movement
alarmed white oversears, for it meant that it could rnot be contained
within the wnite scheme of things, as to a certain extent the ANC, as

a formal political organisation, could be. (43) Fopulist sugpport
wag ever an unknown quantity to white society.

Ir sddition, Zthiopianism in many ways sppear: to have been hitting
at the very heart of all existing rolitical schemes within South
Africa. Cn tke one hand it ostensitly rejected ssaimilarionist
models, whilst on the other it chellenged separatism on its own terms.

This latter fear often found expressicn in complaints thet Tthiopianiom

W
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was weaning away hitherto faithful ~hiefs and was hence underaining



the legitimacy of 'trival' structures that provided the cornerstones

of indirect rule. (Lb)

The litersture ¢f the periocd that dealt with Ethiopianism obviously
grew out of these attitudes of fear and mistrust, anc the writers who
turred their attention to the phenomenon - Mitford, Gouldsbury,
flicholls and Euckan.- had a rich store of rumour, myth and legend on
which they could draw. In transforming and exploiting these rumours
aud fears into fiction, they uften perpetuated and expanded them.

fet their works not only express their appreshensions, but alsc become
symptomatic of the tensions within white society, reflecting fear of
the African petty bourgecisie and at times an even greater fear of
populist struggle.

Possibly the most notable feature of works dealing with Ethicpianism
i8 their aura and atmosphere of mystery, a trait which mediates the
fear and mistrust that white observers expressed about the loose
organisation of the movement which seemed tc defy conceptualisation.
Writers could in turn then make great fictive c- ~ital out of this
suspicion, fear and secrecy. Mitford, for «tarale, opens his novel

The White Hand and the Black in an atmospher- o: an ominous and for-

boding storm.

(The night) was oppressive and boding; and even its
usual voices, of bird and beast aud insect life, seemed
hushed in an awe of something impending. The broad
moon glared drearily down, ghastly athwart a filmy haze;
and ever and anon a heavy boom seemed to shake the earth
while huge, plume-like masses of cloud rose higher and
higher above the cliffs and ridges...(45)

He adds somewhat gratuitouély. 'when the storm broke it would be an
appalling one', Into thirs atmosphere, he introduces a life and death
struggle between a black and a white man and with a mixture of clipped
sentence, understatement and sonorcus tone, he hints darkly at a social

darwinist struggle to come.

It was ¢ life and death struggle. The white men could
not, by sverv known law of self preservation, let any
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witness get away from this place a living witness.
The dark man, by the same intuition realised the fact
sselieither s oke...(46)

This fight whilst actually intended to introduce a sub=-rlot - the main
plot dealing with the Bambata Rebellion and its supposed links with
Ethiopianism - sets the tone for the remainder of the novel, which
takes place in the semi-gloom, in dark, mysterious and 'evil-smelling'
huts, relieved by occasional daylight, which,needless to say, surrounds
the activities of the white protagonists whc are & native commissioner,

a landed settler and their entourage of women.

Buchan, in "is novelFrester John, too employs similar scare/suspense
techniques by intraducing into the provincial normality of a Scottish
village the weird rites of John Laputa, the Ethiopian protagonist.

The denouement of th: novel, consistent with its romance structure

is also to take place in equally mysterious surroundings of Laputa's
cave, Similarly in G. Heaton Nicholl's contribution to the Ithiopian
saga, Bayete! we encounter Lobengula's son alias Eishop Nelson announ-
cing himsedlf as Mwana Lesa to his people under'a black pall which hung
across heaven's enquiring eye'. (47)

This often heavy-handed treatment of ominous mystery uxtends to inform
most asyects of the books, particularly characterisatior, for at all
costs one's Sthicpian protagonist had tc be a threatening engimas.

He had to be mysterious, urbane and highly educated, ye* at tre same
time savage and tyrannical whilst being capable of single-handedly
inciting large sections of Africarn society to revolt. To furnish
this amalgam of traits, the &uthors did not have to look for a ready-
made set of sttitudes from which they ceoculd mould their =Zchiopian
leaders. In fact they merely had to delve in the strre of class-
based myths concerning the educated African, for there they cou.d

discover & wealth of material on which to worke. Te the majority of
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white South Africans, the petty bourgeoiss
anomaly, and by grafting thsse percentions on to
tagonist, writers could wits one blow, discreait the leadership of

the religio-political movement, thz pctty bourgeoisie as a whole and
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the entire Zthiopian movement.

Mitford in his novel, takes possibly the rardest line on his EZthiopian
leader Job Magwegwe, an 'educated Fingo, hailing from the Cape Colony
where he had been trained as a missionary'. (48) e soon forsakes
the Care because, 'those of his own colour openly scoffed at him.

what could he teach them, they asked... The white could teach a
blach...things, but a black man could not teach a black men anything'.
(bg) Magwegwe then hives off to Natal where, 'living on the fat cof
the land, (he preachcd) a visicnary deliverance from imaginary evils
tc those attuned to listen.' (50) He thrives in this post because
'being a plausible and smooth-tongue rogue (he) soon found himself in
clover, in the official capacity of an accredited emissary of the
"Ethiopian Church", whose mission it was to instil into the native
mind the high-sounding doctrine of "Africa for the natives" ', (51)
In his attempt to discredit Magwegwe, Mitford attempts to create as
repulsive a portrait as possible by juxtaposing him to tke 'heathen'
'uneducated' and 'natural' African.

He had taken off his black coat and waistcoat, mainly
with the object of preserving them from grease. In-
deed had he followed his own inclination it is far from
certain that he would not have taken off everything
else. It was a disgusting spectacle, this fat, smug
black preacher, sitting there in his shirt, his white
choker all away, tearing the =teaming bones like a dog,
his face and hands smeared with grease; a revolting
sight, immeasurably more so than that of the ring of
unclothed savages who were his entertainer and fellow
feasters. (52)

In preaching to his fellow feasters, Magwegwe, espouses a doctrine of

svncretic and radical Christianity, along with Zxeter Hall libsralism

and messianic messages.

Welded to this fear of the political threat of the petty bourgeoisie,
was the fear of the 'overseas ction' strassed by licholls,
Gouldsbury and Euchan, whose heroces are all educated in either
Awverica or Scotland. In addition, to this overseas connection, the
Ithiopian leaders are always portrayed as 'instigators', that most

1

¢onsoling way of understanding history and social discontent. A8
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instigators, thesz men are slways seen as dextrous propagandists
who with their movins oratory manage to rersuade hitherto 'contented'

veople to revolt. Nicholls' novel provides a good example

llelson plunged into a description of the natives evicted
from their homes harrowed their feelings by such tales
of misery and suffering, that the natives forgetting
their bloodthirsty raids of a few years ago, gnashed
their teeth, and swore toc do all he bade them. Truly,
there is not power so eloquent as the human voicej

vords fail to convey the subtle magic of tone, the
,thrilling music, the simple words which grip the soul
and bring a cry of joy from listener's lips. Native
chiefs wheo had just come from the sunshine of tlheir own
kraals, where the Whites were rarely seen, where they
had their own native councils and much of the management
of their own affairs, were as fervent in their hatred

as those who had suffered. It vas not until he had
worked them into a state bordering on frenzy, until they
spat on the wooden floor at every mention of the VWhites,
that Nelson finally touched on the purpose of tne meeting.

Magwegwe, in similar vein, sways the 'innocent and contented' by playing

on their'imaginary' grievances.

The vast assemblage, held spellbound, the preacher
arrayed as one who preaches the gospel of peace, in-
stead swaying this multitude cf dark savages with the
gospel of revolt, and war and all the vutiless
atrocity which such represents. (54&)

Gouldsbury expresses a similar fear about the EZthiopiean mission in

God's Cutcost. He says th® movement is a

ssesScociety which will in time have to be reckoned with
in the African policy. llot so much in themselves,
since they can boast a certain civilisation which will,
let us hope, d2bar thsam from graver exce¢sses, but from
the effects that their teachings can and do exert upon
the minds of ignorant and fanatical savages. {52}

By using the concept of 'instigator', the writers could with a deft
sleight of hand consign away fears about the Sthicpian movement,

political grievances and popular protest. These social movements
in the hands of tke novelists bscome chimerical organisstions based

on the activity of one man inciting 'ignorant and faratical savagss'
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on the grounds of 'imaginary grievances'. Hence the instigater
theory would wish away the social tasis of discontent and resistance,
by stressing in its stead, the individual impetus of insurrection.
Furthermore, if the revoltwere instigated bv one man, it would dis-
appear on the death of that man, a structure that emerges in both

Buchan's and Nicholls' work.

If this weren't enough to lay the fears of Ethiopianism to rest,
Mitford also introduces the structure of Magwegwe acting cut of
self-interested motives. Also, his 'part-civilisation', Mitford
feels will, when the cards are down, make him cling to white society.
Thornhill, the white settler protagonist in the novel sets this
belief out as followse

You see, when these chaps get partly civilised, although
it deteriorates them as savages, it has ofcen the effect
of making them all unconsciously cling to the white man.
Now this one is a Fingo and his traditiors would make
all that way. He no more wants to set up a universal
black power than you or I do; he knows where he...would
come under it. At presert he's paid to preach it, but
I'm perfectly certain he no more believ:s it possible
than you or I do either. (56)

Another strategy that these writers used to discredit Ethiopianism,
was to attempt to lay the 'blame' for its genesis ai the docrstep of
the missionaries - an ironic contradiction given the sxtznt to which
missionary bodies themselves oppoced the religiocus movemence. Missio~
naries and the white elitist structures of their institutions were no
dcubt in some scnse responsible for breakaway and secessions. But
the novelists tended to blame the missionaries in so far az they
preached and practised racial equality - & percesption that emerges as
a direct inversion of the actual situation. It waz precisely because
missionaries did not practise and permit mobility and advancement in
their churches that hreakaway bodies evolved. Zthiopianism, for
example, was not particularly strong in tie Catholic missions in Natal
that rermitted a measure of advanrement. Similarly too, as Shepperson
has vointed out, the religious movement did not appear strongly in

colonies like the Felgian Congo that also &llowed for a limited degr.e
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of social mobility.

Taken in its totality, this fictive portrayal could incorporate intoe
itself a wide spectrum of meaning and insinuation that ultimately
stretches well beyond the bounds of Cthiopianism alone. It reflects
fear of 2zn urban proletariat, fsars of populist struggles, fear of

tlie Arfrican petty bourgeoisie, fear of missionary teaching of supposed
racial eguality allisd to a fear of overseas connections te they
Sxeter Hall liberals or Arerican thinkers. All thess fears become
subsumed under the banner of Ethiopianiem wnich, with its African
rhetoric, presented the biggest threat of all - expulsion of whites
from the African continent. The novels dealing with this conglomerate
threat are, of course, not slow to point to remedies. Mitford puts
it with his usual frankness by expressing a desire to dispose of
'these swines' by hanging the whole Ethiopian church and giving their
'infernal mischievous emissaries, a hundred apiece witih the cat and
then disband the whole rotten organi=ation'. (57)
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