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M u i l c  I n  D u r b a n  f r o m  1 8 5 0  t o  19 00 .

As m o n t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  N a t a l  f l e t t l e r n  came f r o m  v e r l o u e  p a r t e  

o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m u s i c  f r o m  1 8 5 0  t o  1 * 0 0  h a s  

t )«en  r e l a t e d  t o  a b a c k g r o u n d  o f  m u s i c a l  l i f e  I n  V i c t o r i a n  E n g l a n d ,  

a b r i e f  s u r v e y  o f  w h i c h  I s  c o n t a i n e d  I n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n .

I t  I s  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  i n  iwc 

p e r i o d s :  ( 1 )  1 85 0  -  1 8 8 0 ,  and  ( 1 1 )  1881  -  1 9 0 0 .  T h e s e  d a t e s

a r e  n o t  a r b i t r a r y .  The c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  Z u l u  War i n  1 8 7 9  woe 

f o l l o w e d  by  a c o n s i d e r  b l e  I n f l u x  o f  I n n l g r a n t s  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  

o v e r  t w ) o r  t h r e e  y e a r s . T h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  

Town i t s e l f  and  t h e  d e v e l o p m  n t  o f  t h e  B e r e a  a s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

a r e a  and  t h e  m a i n  s o u r c  c** D u r b a n ' s  m u s i c  a 1 t a l e n t .

I n  e a c h  o f  t h e r e  p e r i o d s  tw > r . i i l n  t o p i c s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  

w h i c h  may b e  d e s c r i b e d  b r i e f l y  b b : m u s i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  m u s i c a l

t a s t e .

Mus ic  made  I t s  I n i t i a l  I m p a c t  on  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  e a r l y  

D u r b a n  w i t h  t h e  e n t a -  1 1 r h m e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  " c o n c e r t  h a l l s " 

w h i c h  w e r e  t a v e r n s , w a r e h o u s e s , m a s o n i c  h a l l s ,  c h u r c h  h o l l a ,  

c h u r c h e o , mu; 1c h n l l a  an d  t h e a t r e s ;  and  by t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  

s o c i e t i e s  -  e i t h e r  s o c i a l  c l n  u o r  p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  m u s i c a l  

s o c i e t i e s .  The l a t t e r  I n c l u d e d  m i l i t a r y  and  b r a e ,  b a n d s ,  g l e e  

c l u b s  and  s m a l l  c h o r a l  and  o r c h e s t r a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  w h i c h  o f f e r e d  

m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t o  t h e i r  own member s  and  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p u b l i c .  The s t a n d a r d  f o r m  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  was  t h e  c o n c e r t ,
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1)
th e  U rnbilo  R i v e r  ),nd t  ic i a y ; an d  t n a t  I s  a bn l i e .  e n t l /  

a c c u r a t e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t

work .

The p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  w h i c h  p r - ' p a r e d  t n e  w y  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  l a r g e - s c a l e  B r i t i s h  e m i g r a t i o n  t c h e n e a  t o  N a t a l  w e r e :  

t h e  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  o c c u i - ' t  )iu >f P o r t  N a t a l  on  3 De ce m oe r  

1838 a n d  4 May 1 8 4 2 ; t h e  d e f e a t  o! t h e  B o e r R e p u b l i c a n  

t r  o p s  on J6  J u n e  184 2; t h e  f i m  I ftl m l i t i o n  o f  t h e  

R e p u b l i c  o f  N a t a l  i n  May 1 8 4 3 ; ind t h e  B r i t i s h  A n n e x a t i o n  

o f  N a t a l  o r  a d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  Ca >e I n  D e ce m b er  134 b  w i t h  

M a r t i n  Wevt  ms t h e  f i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t - O o v  - r n o r .  Moet  o*. t h e  

d i s c o n t e n t e d  B o e r s  ha d  l e f t  X t e l  by 1 4 , ■ -e y e a r  i n  w h i c h

t h e  f i r s t  B r i t i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d .  From 1 8 4 8  t o  13 51  

o v e r  4 ,  0  1 :s:ii r a n i :  i -t e l  t ; ; r )Uj .  h Durfc n ,  r:.< ny  o f  t h em

ho ' i n g  t o  t n k e  p i n : "  s i  m  >’ th< f t  r a  nd  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  P i  e t  r m n r l  t s o u r g ,  prixr.i r '■ i t o  t h em  un 1 r  t h e  B y r n e  

I n n l g r n t ' o n  5che  : T nv i n  t y  * r e c o n c i l e d  t o  t h e

t a s k  o f  a c q u i r i n g  new cl H r  i n  j r d e r  t o  mr.ke a l i v i n g ;  

b u t  w h a t e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f a r - I n g  t h e y  h a d  b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e

h o m e l a n d  t h e y  d i d  - t  v i ew w i t h  f a v o u r  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f

e x t r a c t i n g  a p r e c t r i  >ui l i v i n g  f r o i  t  .e p o ^ r  f a r m l a n d  o f f e r e d

them 1 r  : t n l , i i a n y  i r i f t e d  ba.  k t o  t h e  t o w n s .

What  i s  s o  a d m i r a l , l e  n! o u t  t h« ;  e n e w c o m e r s  i s  t h e i r  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  e n e r g y  and r e n o u r c - f u l n e e a  i n  a d a p t i n g  

t heme e l v e s  t o  n new wi /  o f  I l f ' ’ , comt i n e d  w i t h  t h e i r

.

H i s t o r y  comp i l e d  f o r _tjc- P u r :, d o r  ■ , r a t i o n  i n  c ^ l e b r n t l o n  o f  
♦

2 ) The P o r t  N a t a l A l m n n a r , J .  J u l 1 i n g w o r t h ,  D u r b a n ,  1 9 5 1 , p . 14

.





i n  ivi y ‘ iic jjui'Dun MecManict. ' I n s t i t u t i o n  ( f o i ‘e r u n n e r  01 t n e

i n  1 8 7 7 )  was  i >rTn

<•: -  . - ~— -  --

B e r i d e s  t i ie.  e " c u l t u r - t l "  V K i f t i  ; - v, r  I cm ; - ch-  . and

*

t h e  V/es ley  n  c h u r c h ,  i r i g i n i i l l y  i n  A l t *  ' s t r e e t  ( i n  •<<)£ t

/

i r o n  1851 (now i n  A l i w a l  S t r e e t ) ,  and  f r o m  1 63  S t .  P a u l ' b on

t n e  o l d  M a r k e t  S j u n r e ,  w h e r e  1 ! t ti h d i  t o d a y .

O c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e r e  w n  some l i v e l y  s o c i a l  H i e .  I n

J u l y  1851 "it P l a t t \  Nev - a l l y  H o t e l  (1  t e r  known an  t h e
' )

' • T r a f n l g a r " )  t n e  f i r t  t  pul  t i e  li n e e  w e ’ d .  At  t n i  a 

e n o d  p r o m i n e n t  c l  1 1 $ e n a  oi  t l  h e ' d  roc ; r-1 1 u n c t i o n  a

i n  t h e i r  l u x u r i o u s  homes-, one  o «ne i r a t  o t  t h e a *  l e i n k  

i n  18 53  t  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  >f H. J .  M e l ' o r ,  t h e  He f l  . t en t
v )

l  *i a t r n t o j  when " s u n  i r y  . l e e ;  w r e  un u . n.- t h e  o e n l r .  .” 

A n o t h e r  i n  * ae eazne y e a r  w . held  a t  He r  t : o . ^he

o a y e i d e  aome >f J o h n  M i l l a r .  S i m i l a r  f u n c t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d

■

5)
i f  V i l l i  n  H a r t l e y ,  * b r r .

However,  many ei r l y  Du rb an  r e s i d e n t s  ' i r e ' e r r e d  t o  r e m a i n  

n t  V; ■ ir,  t h e  e v e n  in* . Th-  a t - '  - t e  w e r e  e x c e s s i v e l y  Ba nd y ,  

n . l  t h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  wa d i n g  a n k l e  d e e p  t h r o u g h  s a n d  -  

t r y i n g  e n o w h  * o r  t h '  rv n t-ut m or e  . o o r  women . a r h i  n a t  

b u t  u n r u i t i  ’ Ly d r r a :  i n  t h e  I o n  V i r t r  o f  t h e  o e r l o d  -  was

a g g r a v a t e d  by t h '  f r e q u e n t  and pep .  ' ;  V n t  v i n d a . and  t h e

1)  , r  t h e  U' ) o r t  >n u s -  ni l u g  h« l i n  h r .  K i n h h u r .  t  a

2)  0 .  R u b a e 11» QP« c l t . o. UV/.

4 )  o .  R u s s e l l ,  QP* c i t . a.  1’ r 1 '



5
1)

a b s e n c e  o r  any  k i n d  o f  e t r e e t  l l g h t l i  t, : :v 1 The

u n p r e d i c t a b l e  a n d  o f t e n  v i o l e n t  s u b t r o p i c a l  s t o r m s  o i  t h e  

summer m o n t h s  r e n d e r e d  a l l  t h e " m a i n  r o a d s  and  h i g h w a y s  

s s a b l e .

t h e  h a r d e n i n g  o f  t h e  m a l r  s t r e e t !  , ve

•

h o w e v e r ,  war. h a r d e n e d  I n  I t - 6 6 ,  e nd  b e f o r e  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o i  

t h e  h o r s e  t r a m e  i n  1680  w h i c h  c o n v e y e d  p a s s e n g e r B  a l o n g  Wes t  

S t r e e t ,  w e s t w a r d s  t o  th< B e r n  , end  to . tv  n r  t t o  t h e  P o i n t ,  

much r e l i a n c e  w». p l a c e d  on D e l r  e t y 11 ( o t  ^ r  D a l e * a )  o m n i b u s  

s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  j* r c i n c r  S t r e «  ’ nd t h e  B e r e a  ;<'■ -n^ or. 

h o r s e b a c k  wa r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n t  mode  o i  t r a n s p o r t  when j o u r n e y t

»

c l e a r  n i g h t  and  a f u V  r  ■ r i r . r e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  v e n t u r e  

f o r t h .

The . i r l t y  o f  t h o  < li 1 . r e n t e  wno came t o  D u r b a n  un< e r

t n e  a u s p i c e s  o f  v a r i o u s  l o t :  1g r a i l  on  sc h e m e s  o r g a n i s e d  b e t w e e n  
4)

I t 4 - f -  l b ‘ , ar. : ur e r  t  e 3 'Vern:  • r . t  As l i s t e d  In sn lg r t  t i o n
r>)

Scheme o f  If  ) "  -  H , w e r e  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e r  p- > p u l n t l o n  a r e a s  

o f  i r e n t  B r i t a i n :  t h a t  1; t h -  London  a r e a ,  end  t h e  N o r t h e r n

C o u n t ! e t  o f  York :  t I r e  and Lav e  s h i r e  wr .c re  t h e  e c o n o m i c

d e p r e i  1 on o f  t h e  m l d - n i n e t p » n t h  c e n t u r y  t h r e a t e n e d
b)

unv; ! oyi a n t  t  t  r  i t  r « ■ . • n ,

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a new c o u n t r y  t h e y  s o u g h t  l i t t l e  i n s p i r a t i o n

1)  j .  I). H o l l l d -  y ,  P o t t :  r hf ,n . j h j t a  1 a r  p u b ^ j  sh j -d ,,1 P r ) »

.

?■) H e n d e r s o n , o p .  c l t .  p .

3 ) S e e  p f  K b ,  <67

T y p e s c r i p t  i n  Don L i b r a r y ,  D u r b a n .

5 \

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N a t a l , p .  1h 6.

61 A P. H a t t e r s  l e y , B r i t i s h  3 e t  t l  em>-nt, o f .  N j i t a l j  a Shudg.
o f  I m p e r i a l  M i g r a t i o n , C a m b r i d g e ,  1 9 5 0 ,  C h a p t e r  V.

; L

R thel o r m p te l l .  The Ii 4 _f»-V 6 ^ j i iU a _ _ 3 e t t1 e r y  tn c ? n d |p a
’

















W. G.
i vf n (1B4‘ - I  vOO), 

c m t i n u i n ,  • t h  t h e

r e ) ,  * ■

(IB 2 ) ,

; , : t<- . . (1  7 ) ,

(1 I),

C  A '  ' t  1 -  ( I B  )  b y  ‘, m  r a n

^ r e t t e

t h e  l i b r e t t l n t  t r u l y

c u r a b l e  ; v .

Iv- aho^ ( l c . .  . , i l l  i n l y  i t t  t  t v r l t e  o u e r n  s e r l r  vv«

i  n  i t  r m  f o r  i m  n . i  h t ;  f t  t  - -  a n j - l i n h  O p e n  1- n u  e  ( l e t -  r

.

> r ' y  o f  r l n e t r - ' n t h

-n b; r? t o n e  who

\nAvt  ! .

C -1  r l n :  1





Cn l i s h  niUGicolo- ' i f ’t f  ;\f'ree thi * t h r

. : H    ( -  v •

uf ti . e ltor.1 off: if 3.',ore

v, : 11 z'i t - r f  rmfd in

rl in 1 , t h r : C rl -. .lotv, >r s oJ

—  —    -----------

I i edi- trly to the

’ ' • ' 3 " 1 V .

•orb n fr ur pi >ut th< 71 r 1h 0

1 : r .

4)

t o  t  r t  ' ■ ; t  ' r Pf c e  v o .

3 -  1 '!

S . 3! I. 

3nn p. I ’ O.

•1} J .  C u ll  l i  r*t> , 'J_ • 1 All') n: c r rid Yf r l v  . ; : i r t e r ,
1 ' orv.  r o o .  3- • “P.3 ul i on  o f  Curb n7'.



m I l . m  if - i t  ». r  1 i n  Lo ivJon .

id v l o l l n l i ’t i  vis I t '  1 Durban.

c a l t  <r e  o f  t h t  r i s i n g  . n r  t l  n,

■ n<' >f th -  Tovm was

f S4 . .1 < ' t ’

• tr  4,f (t '.it: x  t nn 

: ?• f : ved i n  t> r  t o w e r  a r c

Hi r  - 'f  ' 1 1?tn .

> > 1 •> e‘



reo leced  S t. J o s e p h 's  e n r ly  In  t h i s  c e n tu r y ) ;  the o th e r ,  tne

h igh , imposing tower o f  » u W e  i t  -et T om  »  v id

'

r  In: t ti bnckgr ,und o f the

t r b :m  I n  t i .  1 U u r y ,  t h e  r i g i d  a c c e p t a n c e  c-:

V l c t o r l  m  n .n  i c t t l  t- t "  i

t o  t h i  t o r y  I s  t . '  • >r . v - r  t n e  ■ r  t a r t  c o n c e r t  h a l l e ,

t h u s  l o c a t i n g  the oeM 1 » $• %«' » f  =h. to 1
I n  D u r b a n .



CHAPTER TV.0

Some o f  t h e  e a r l  i f 81 c o n e  r t

l a r g e  F t  1 V,; ! - ‘h

V t e r :  , 1  , 1 1 >- : ew :

a c u n t a t i o n e .  g i v e n  i j m r  i u l n n

f i t t e d  . f  m  ' oce ^ on.

a  o l B t f o r n :  I m p r o v i s e d  o u t  o f  a c  I n g  c a . ' , t a l l e  a n d  a

f e w  c h i  i i  a  r . > r  ] n  e l r i i -  r l g n i t m *  i e .  ,  a n d  c  m i l e t  1 i r

o f  h i r  r r i v  1 In  t  1 in  1 : :

*’r  : l £ ,

, oc i •• y o - o f

1 ,  tre*v r.uj. n n. t  t  w .1' . '

i nd t :• n Jt t • v- u

r> v A -if tv  * r r  t -v is i >r < • • l.y c o n c e n t s  and

■ i . t  : vi :• 1 £ (1: t e r

W il1 Lam Pi ii . 'T-’ t on t h e  r h  Id  r t  I t  re -t E a s t  b e tw een

a .  ■ e  . o p .  ' I t .  p .  V I .
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M a s o n i c  H a l l  on t h e  .ter.t a i d e  o f  : : t .*ee t ,  ab ou t ,  h e l l

way b e tw e e n  P in e  and We; t  S t r e ,  t ,  , and a l t h o u g h  I t  m u s t  h a v e

t h e  p r e m i e r  c o n c e r t  Hal .1 D u r b a n  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 8 7 5  when

'.i" la 1 T r  f; 1 r  H ' l l  'v r .  i t .  I n  H" ' - o n  s o n  .

Kru Dnic Hi 1 L v  : - n v<n HP> 1: >nU' Hi 1 1

e n t e r t a l m  e n t  from s e r i o u s  mu. i c  t o  v e n t r i  ioqu lam .

I n r - o r t a n t  t h a n  d n c i n g  c l t u  eB.

»T>.e Ho e i n  th e  W I  " ,  : ' F. L. f t r e t  business
v n tu v  s  I n  t h e  own. Mz . t  >3 t e r  i r e  o f  t h e  F i e l d

3tre< t  ... t  3 : n t  I ' L »ut  t f  > y< r r , e t e r  w I c h  i t

h  v '• t  ' t  ! •- >2 & r . J » L, r.ou, ' ;r.,

w h ■, i n  : 1 t • -V i : & 11

» , t ; . e  f i r  % r  ■ . r  v h " f  1 i r  o f f e r i n g

: : i n i v  11. a t  v a r i e t y  . . v i r t  tl .  .-‘n t  w i t h  h i t r o n g  r e f e r e n c e  

f o r  11 a t  r  c • • . Ir. 1 /  w , / n  Hough t i n g  p u t

fcrdr- p r o  e r t y  . f o r  t l  >n, r j  >r t o  h i e  < - ' - p a r t u r e  > o r

t h e  I >r P i < ' . , m.  v r ' ; r  .. n t  d s c r i b e d  i t  a t

c o r t f  ; r  ir ? ">t.' r1 - , . 1 x . . . .

• •

’

.

) [ L f .  > . : . P .  L, )1 .  1 , i -v r t .

3) 0. Russelli

f.) . 5 3 t .  I8f,9, \  co l  . 3 , 4 ,  a d v e r t .



•

r :  [In/ I o w i e r ,

I

] r i t *  m i l  I n n .  owned by 

■ W f 3 t . r e  t ,

t  - t r'-i t  C' n t r '  1 Hot ,  1 ;

W- Lei. v In  A t  S t r e e t

P  Mr. Jc nn r> i t h ,  : 

Sro-.t nei r  Kin S t r ^  t* . I)" v;'

11 y . t r,  i i 1 c ,

. i, c >1 ;. 1, ,

9 •. : . p. . )1. 1 , H he 1 riner . e C r e ” ;
| > r .  U ' V ;  ,  : .  1 , r  3 V .  ,  T , ,  : V ' f t ,

I



i



d a n c i n g  «md e k i t t l e e " /  i e  t o d  y  t h e  v e r y  m o d e r - . , - l o o k i n g

" on  t h e  o r l . - l n n l  s i t e  a t  t h e  c o m e r  o f"West .2r:d

P i n e  mfl d r e y  S t r e e t , - . ;  mfl t h e  Ion- ' .on  T a v e r n ,  'Wned ,y

Uecoi-B. How ell  and O c o r r e ,  v t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  ,1 Union and 

P i n e  S t r e e t b ,  m d . U k - » l ;  e t r  n l  - d  t : , e  e o M l e r e .

W h i le  t h e  e n t e r t , l n . « n t  

wn; o f  a S i m i l a r  h r  n d .

h i & r ^ J  v i o l i n  (or  t * o )  - nd  p  r l r  p a  n c o r r  t

I n f o r m a t i o n  1 a v a i l  11 on o n l y  on« >f thrr rn  

L ni n T v  r :., : <’h r  v :< :

t h e  f i r s t  T .ur; d  y o f  "v  ry  m m t h  t nut

wrp h e l d ;  e v e n i n g n  o f  s w o r d  e x e r c l n

w e r e  a d v e r t i s e d  on  i f f - r  ; t  h .-r >t Vhe w e e k ;

- venlnk;  b e t  r e  t h e  c .n ' ' v ' ^ e r  r e c a l l e d  i t n  g g l e r e  » t

In ferred  from the . t / l e  >1 ; r  1 lc-V- i- e • n t* - r i  t i n  nant 

t o  o t  A  e v , i t h  n i >r

Inn-  e e  e r  ,nd h o t e l  >t , s r l  d  >n  

t o  a t t r a c t  m o re  c u e t o m e r e ;  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  wae t h e r e f o r e  

u c .,a H y  r o t  I d i n r y  t o  t  ie  v - r -  I m i - T t n n t  f i m c t l o n  o f  

p r o v i d i n g  f  >d, d r i n k  a n d  s h r l  t o r  D r  m e m b e rs  o • •« Pu

1) Q. Hue . -lid , 2L-„ UL- P* 4 •

2) I b i d ,  p .  1 2 3 .

o  L ’ ljr -a ’ - ;■)(• :«f • • L O'11. I  » • • " '  1 *
—   —  “

4 )  G. R u o B e l l ,

'



A n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  was t h e  T r a f a l g a r  Hote in  P in e  :■
I

* n ic h  o c c u p ie d  th e  s i t , -  o f  t h e  pr-  c e n t  u  U y

o f f i c e s .  I n  1 6 5 0  end 1051  i t  w , c e l l e d  " P l a t f .

T r a f a l g a r  H o t e l " .

by Mr. Bayne,  K:,. A r n , l d  , K ) r 1 m .  T h m ,  i n l H l ,

.  j n c e r t  h e l l "  p-.rt - f  I t  t „ l n g  d en cr lh e d  ns "Ur. A rn o ld 's

- - e n e r e l l y  r e  . r r e d  t o  ; th e  " T v  fi 1 • r  ' • • f t

'

f i r s t  t h e a t r e .  Mr. t 1 r. . S. V. 3 1 n V  i r  ( f o r m e r l j r  o f  t h e

, • 2 31 Ob- The  t r e  i n  L o n d o n )  w e r e  t h e  newS e f t o n  P a r r y  3o.

p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  117« when i t  e v  f i n  t  I v  n t h e  nam e

" T ra f?  1 r  The t r - Bxt n Ive : l t  r- t io n r  were m r d e  in  t h e  

l a t t e r  p ort  o f  18"6, c a i e  l y  to th-- s t a g e  which wa, en la rg ed  

and adorned w ith  a n - w  vrov ' nium.

'

Sven y ea r  "for*' ( in  Oct f-r 1 Or t a i n  L i m e y  H o e - u c :

w ith  h i s  On!ted S e r v i c e r  Dram t i e  Co-inany was p la y in g  to  

a u d i e n c e s  i n  t h  TraV l - r  F * l .

o f f e r e d  a t  th :  t !  , = u t  th- r- w 1 y: n - e l d e d

p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  11 g h t  v a r i e t y  - n f . e r t o l r . m e n t  w i t h  v tu n t .

i t ,  f i r s t  ' n t . u d m - ,  " B l u  - . • • - . r d " .  n d  i n  t h e  same y v . r  t h ,  

p e r f o r m , m ccr .  o f  Bn by B n o n  t h e  t  n  y  n r  o l d  A m n r lc n n  c h i l d  

v o r i e t y  c t  r  - ho e r  a l  n  me w a KI; r n r e t  i  a h .

1 ) i>#M, .’A O c t .  V  T ,  p .  ‘ , c o ' .  ,
T h e n t r e " .



'Drury L> n e "  ( u< •> i ! ^

>ebly I n  d e f i f  n e e  o f  e 

Two c l e v e rer,t M lrh m en t  about v/1 \ ch

I d - n t l y  I t  r  , r . j t  ; a l t -  l e  at- a  t h e a t r e ,  

he ' l l  o f  ; r o n t  r i .  -‘ f v . t l  « t l i  c  c i t y  o f  1 , 5 0 0 ,

.

c o n t r a p t i o n  known nr

o r c h e s t r a )  w h i c h  wm i n s t t  U - l  vie n t h e  h a l l  w: . t i r e d  e e  a 

s k a t i n g  r i n k .

Kink  I n  Company.  Tiv e r a ; « l >r r o “ l e r - r . - x  t i n g  wa, o :  ; tc- 

t i  'in, ' e r l i a p e  t  f ew  r > n t h e ,  nd  I n  A v r i l  1 8 " 9  ‘ he

» s rpo« "c  o f  t o  Mr.  nd  M r . .  S i n c l a i r ,  t h e

,orw t i n e  i t  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e ,  

r e / e r t e d  t o  I t e  f a r m e r  o f o v r i e W e  K' t « r e ,  O eo r ,  e  rn

:e r r l e d  o u t ;  f o r ,  i f  t i c  ye ;  r e  and  1 8 8 0  t h e  t h e a t r e ,

i t i l l  coinl lne<; t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  c o n c e r t  h a l l  end

I

t h e  t r e .  n v e  t h e  pub l i e  tore tfjt i t  l o u r  : n .<■» 1 d r a m a t i c

n r -

o f  o p e r a ,

. , c 1. , • V. r* .

p s e n  e a  ol  e n t e r t a  
Pi e l d  S t r e e t .
Company in  Apr 1 1 ' W  
6 A o r i ' 187V, p . , ro l

M -  10  tP P :

e lo n » :ed  t o  t h e

I il .M. 2 O c t .  ! 8 7 9 ,  p .  J ,  -'O'. 4

od Te: i r l :  r . ' Hr 11 i n  
t h e  N a t a l  R i n k i n g  

t h e  a n: y e n r .  (See N . C .
. - J u l y  1 -77, p .  h c o l . J )

, “L o c a l  e n d  G e n e r a l " ,

" r a l  ;■ Lgar  T h e a t r e " .
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■ : t e n t  Ha 11 way a I n  J a n u a r y  1 sV1). T h r o u g h o u t  187'-

o r b e B ,  : o m e r l y  c o n d u c t ^ r  >1 t h e  D u r b a n  Aina ? ' i r  B end ,
3)

,nd a u c c e e s o r  t o  Mr.  C o o p e r ,  wbb Bondinui t e r .

The d e c l i n e  o f  th e  R.D.R. Band da t e r  f rom a b o u t  1877 

vh. wna q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  t i n t  t - i e l r  I n o t r u m e n t n ,  n o t  y e t

n r r e  v e n r a  o l d ,  w e r e  o u t  of  t u n e ,  b e a l d e a  l o o k i n g  " o l d  a n d
3)

t t e r f d " ,  and  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  J u n e  1 8 7 6  t h e  Band b e ca m e

!e ’ u n c t . B u t ,o a  oo o f t e n  h a p p e n e d , 1 t e  d l f i l n t e g r a t l o n

l e d  to  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n ,w  band ,  t h e  " C o a r t  A m a te u r

B n n d f , m o e t  o f  whoae p l a y e r a  h a d  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  Band o f  t h e  
4)

R . D . R . . L i t t l '  i m  a b o u t  t u  e new b f n d  e x c e p t  t h a t  I n

June  1 81 long hi t  had b roken up I t a  f o r m e r  membere

whi had f- l l e d  t>  r - t u r n  i ■•‘. r  I n p t r u r . - n t i  t o  t h e  R .D .R .
5 ;

atones'  were be ing  t h r e a t e r - v l  w i t h  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s .

It ie r o r m a t l o n  of • t i l t , - y  s t i m u l a t e d  c o n c u r r e n t l y

rn  e a r l y  a t t e m p t  t )  form n ; r  - I n  Durban.  1

a group >i amatr  i r t  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  ' I n e t r u n  n t a l  Un^on 

bu t  w »r#‘ m -r*-* o f t » n  r e f  e r r  ■ t o  at t  he Crchec t  rn 1 -In •

Never  m i r e  t n a n  e l g n t  In number they became t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  

euccet  >ra t o  the  o r i g i n ,  l Durban P h l l h r . r n o n i c  S o c i e t y ;  I n

f, ;* , t h r e e  ) f  I t ,  me-.be re  -  Ve; I’r s .  vU l Ingwor tU,  Pr Imei 

n ; D. Hu" I ,  jun .  -  hi d : eIo;.  :"d to  t n e  e a r l i e r  r o c l e t y .

in  Sep tember  1871 t h e  me; b c r s  o f  th e  O r c h e s t r a '  Union w e r e :

Mli onnnr  (p ia n o ) 1, Dr.  • on nnr  and Mr. B o n n o r  ( v i o l m e ) ,

Mr. A n e n V >), U** r e .  P a l m e r  and C u U l n g w o r t h  ( f l u t e s ) ,

1 N.C. li- D-c.  187!,, p.  . c o l  . 4 , 6 ,  "T u rn in g  t h e  f i r s t  
•0(1 ^ P t i v l t l  p " .

( H i , t  > r  1 - a JL  a  ;e ual. t ;  g • . >.• i r l ^ n  Vol u n t e e r  I n f a n t r y  g p r p s j ? .  %4) 

®) h . M. 6 Aug. 1 8  "7, p .  ",, c o l .  " L o c a l  on.i L h m c r n l .

t n _m 1 J u n e  1 8 7 8 ,  ' .  3 ,  c o l .  8 ,  " L o c a l  and  G e n e r a l " .

NAt. : Ju n e  1881- p .  2 ,  c o l e .  6 , 6 ,  "R oya l  D u r b a n  R i f l e s : '

.M. 2A I c .  1 J 7 i ) ,  p. 3,  c o l s .  2 , 3 ,  "Loca l  and Genera l : '



Mr. b. 

D. Hull

A. Platt (cornet), end 

c1od in July 18 d• 1

w p s  j o i n e d  by Mr. 3. C. Ad s it u  

G. Pullock

r*. u. ilu ho rmont urn

i t t le  orebestre

O D i*

h n n n o n l u

T r a f a l g a r  H

toner  1878 

w school t 

tltuti >n"

one In November loro « na un 

both concerts were in eld of

(another flautist) i-nd 

ed tnc late Mr. D. Hull at 

d ht two concerts in the 

7 ti :nd the other in

for the

s , called th* "Younf Li dies' Colle, late

nch ow<“e

e r . t e r -  r i  a c  i f  i / ,  p ‘ . 1  ’ t e r  w t - > a ’ 

■

r e d u c e d  t > aix %y rr , one 

t rf*1 r r » c  t o l̂if*n. *

n e r e  nn a c t i v e  e o c l e t y  f o r  ? r

Smal

i ♦ •• t

the deterrInatlon and

i1 o one o‘ the "oundere of

the Orhentral Union were

er this year there is  no

•t it ic remarkable that they 

•

let* r chance of survival 

trd chorril societies fared much 

griups , if only for the 

>r(. easily replaced than 

Lee i Lryere, true to the

nd,although 

notice if the 

red to group 

ent societies or 

uhs dating from

were men,

Oct. 1:

, L e w i e , H u t c h i n s o n

Joncert I1 

‘ -ir the

, "Local nil lenernl".
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(though q u i t e  Inadequate)  performance o f  Handel ' a sifiSSLlli 

in  Durban. This took p lace  on 31 August 1866 in  Jo n s a o n 's  

Masonic Hall in  F ie ld  S t r e e t ! '  A l t e r  the dea th  o f  i t s

’

The t h i r d  c h o ra l  s o c ie ty  o f  t h i s  period *ns th e  Sacred 

Harmonic S o c ie ty ,  formed I J .  P. C h u rc h i l l  in  1 3 6 6 .  They 

let  r e g u la r ly  fo r  p r iv a t e  peiformnncee, t h e i r  f i r s t  major 

musical under tak ing  t -sing a performance o f  s e l e c t i o n s  from 

. ome o f  the better-known or: t o r i  os which they rendered on 

Christmas Eve a t  the home of Mr. O i l le .  le  in  St.  Andrew^ 

S t r e e t  in  the presence of an audience cl about " , .,e ip le .  

Attendance a t  these  "sacred  > o n c - r t e  ’ w s by i n v i t a t i o n  

from Mr • nd Mr: . 3. P. Church 11. A second c o n c e r t i n a  

given in  Ju ly  1367 with  Mr. S. A. P l a t t  ar conductor .  The 

so c ie ty  t r a v e l l e d  as f a r  a f i e l d  as Verulam to  give a cho ra l
4)

concert  In Septem e r  1 6  .
In th  • yenr  19"'4 tne t o c h o ra l  eoc ie t ieB  in  Durrr.n

w-re ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  the  D iri an Madrigal Socie ty  and the  Sacred

Harmonic S o c ie ty ;  the  f i r s t  o f  these  being by f a r  the

su per io r  in s tandard  of  performance; while  the :ond was

more l a i c a l ly  ambitious in  s t r i v i n g  to perform some of  the

g rea t  c h o ra l  works, thus  em ulating  the  work t h a t  was done by

s o c i e t i e s  o f  t h a t  name in  England . Evidently  the

amalgamation o f  the two s o c i e t i e s  could  have r e s u ’ ted in  a

• a i r l y  s t ro n g  c i v i c  c h o ra l  s o c i e ty .  Accordingly ,  win n the

s u g g e s t i o n  «i m a d e ,  t h e y  w h i n e d  f o r  a c o n c e r t  o f  " a l t e r e d

,

' Meni’i.-'h*

o; N.I.!. 37 Dec. 1366, p .  8, c o l .  4, "hooal and denera l l '

3) KM 11 J u ly .  1 3 6 7 .  p .  2 .  c o l .  6. "P r iv a te  Concert!'

4)  K M .  26  s e p t .  1 3 6 6 ,  p .  2 ,  c o l .  6 ,  " V e r u la m  C o n c e r t ! '

b)  Sen p . ?
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m u ol c "  w h i c h  wna h e l d  i n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  S m i t h  

S t r e e t  i n  D e cem oer  1 8 6 8 ^  The two B o c i e t i e o  a m a l g a m a t e d  

a g a i n  i n  A u g u s t  1869 ,  out  ae  t h e  D u r b a n  M a d r i g a l  S o c i e t y  

s t i l l  w i a h e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  i t s  i d e n t i t y  t h i s  o c c a s i o n a l  

c o m b i n i n g  o f  f o r c e s  vat  a t  f i r s t  o t e m p o r a r y  e x p e d i e n t .

Y e t ,  I t  was u s u a l  f o r  i n g e r a  t o  b e l o n g  t o  s e v e r a l  c h o r a l  

o c l e t l e s ,  t h o u g h  t h i r  d i v i d e d  a l l e g i a n c e  l e d  t o  t h e

b r e a k i n g  un o f  rome o! t h e  l a r g e r  c h o r a l  s o c i e t i e s  o f  l a t e r
2 )

y e a r s .  I n  1871 t h e  O r p h e u s  S o c i e t y  was s t a r t e d  by

A. W. E v a n s , t h e  b r o t h e r  >f V. H. E v a n s ,  d r a w i n g  i t a  member s  

f r o m  t h e  D u r b a n  M a d r i g a l  S o c i e t y  and t h e  S a c r e d  Ha rmo n ic  

S o c i e t y .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  of t h a t  y e a r  t h e  new r o c l e t y  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  M r ; .  C h u r c h i l l ,  M r i . W h e e l e r ,  Mrs .  P l a t t ,  M r ; .  J o h n s t o n e ,

Mr; . H a r r i s o n , Mr; . M c A r t h u r ,  Mr. . Ai » 2. a. ru .  - e l l ,

I n g l e . B r o o k e ,  C u l l i n g w o r t h ,  B o n n a r ,  S t r e c  e r ,  Ga mble ,  w i t h  

Men; rs .  P l a t t  and  P u l l o c k  a a c c o m p a n i s t s .  The D u r b a n  

C h o r a l  S o c i e t y  o f  1 8 7 4 ,  w i t h  S.  A. P l a t t  a s  c o n d u c t o r  and 

A. W. Bvanv r e  V l e e - P r  1 l e n t ,  war t a e  f i r r t  l a r g e  c h o r a l  

o c l e t y  o f  t h e  Town,  »nd appe .*r e  t o  h a v e  g rown  o u t  o f  t  ie 

Orphe ue  S o c i e t y .  T e now c h o i r  h a d  f i f t y  v o i c e s .

1 8 7  th" c o m m i t t e e  w  r ' o m p a e e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n l e r s .  

M e r v re .  C h u r c h i l l ,  I " ’ . S ' l f t ,  G o i d r i c k e ,  S i n c l a i r ,  W h e e l e r ,  

P l a t t ,  and G r e e n .  T e s u c c e s a f u l  a l l i a n c e  o f  t h r o e  t n r e e  

c h o r a l  a o c l e t i e n  may hnv been  due  t o  com ion i n t e r e s t s  

b e r i d e e  m u s i c .  The f a m i l i e s  o f  Kvane and C h u r c h i l l  were  

u n i t e d  in  t h e i r  bueineec i n t e r e s t s ,  and i n  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  

o f  the  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  h i u r c h .

1)  <22 D e c .  1 8 6 8 ,  p. 3 .  c o l .  3 ,  a d v e r t .

2 )  See p . I I

3)  w.M. E , t r n .  9  Sept . .  1 S 7 1 ,  p .  1 ,  o o l .  1 .  "The C o n c e r t " .

4 )  M . 11  F e b .  1 6 7 S,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  3 ,  "O re nd  S c o r e d  C o n c e r t ?  

See  p .  I $ if.

6 )  N.M. 6  A p r i l  1 6 7 6 .  p .  3 .  o o l .  1 .  "The l a t e  c o n c e r t " .
A.W. Evnnn d i e d  i n  Deo.
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The g r o w t h  a nd  c o a l e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  s m e l l e r  g r o u p s  o f  

d i d  n o t  nemn t h e  e n d  o f  g l e o  s i n g i n g :  on  t h e

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  g r o u p s  o f  g l « «  s i n g e r s  I n c r e e s e d  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  

f r o m  t h e  s t a n d a r d  m a l e  q u a r t e t  I n t o  " g l e e  C h o i r s "  o f  s  d o z e n  

o r  m or e  s i n g e r s  f o r m i n g  a c h o i r  o f  m a l e  e n d  f e m n l e  v o i c e s .

Male  q u a r t e t s  s t i l l  p r a c t i c e d  t o g e t h e r ,  a nd  a s  l a t e  a s  1S78 

D u r b a n  O l e e  U n i o n ,  a m i x e d  c h o i r ,  was 1 ^  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a 

v o c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  t h e  O r c h e s t r a l  U n i o n .  Two o f  t h e  l a s t  

g r o u p s  o f  m o le  g l e e  s i n g e r s  we r e  t h e  q u a r t e t  c o n s i s t i n g  ol  

M e s s r s .  S m e a t o n ,  Diamond .  T ea g u e  a nd  C u l l i n g w o r t h ,  and  

a n o t h e r  q u a r t e t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  M e na r e .  N o b l e ,  B o y l y ,

C u l l I n g w o r t h  an d  T e a g u e .

T h i »  l a t t e r  q u a r t e t  e r n g  a t  one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r  the

c jn c e r t e  given ty the  Perea Socie ty  -  a r o e le ty  eterte .1  In 

June 1880 "to promote the  en te r ta in m e n t  of I t s  members cy 

such means as may be sanc t ioned  by the committee" '*ho » e r e  

Hr. W. E. Sob r t e  (P re s id e n t )  end lien. r s .  J .  McNeil,

P.  B o t to a le y .  n - d I - ,  S.  Adams, A. a n e r t ,  3. S.  Johnson,

A. O k e l l ,  - t t h  Mr. H S.  P o v a l l  a s  P l n g n c l a l  S e c r e t a r y  and

A. W. B a y ly  a s  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y .  A l t h o u g h  I t  was 

n e i t h e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a m u s i c a l  s o c i e t y  n o r  a s o c i e t y  I n  t h e  

s e n s e  t h . t  a l l  t h e  members  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a s  p e r f o r m e r s ,  I t  

. a s  an a t t e m p t  t o  s p o n s o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  

f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g .  The h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  B e r e a  P o p u l a r  

C o n c e r t s  o f  1 8 8 0 ,  1881 end  1882 w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i s e d  

e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e g u l e  r o g r  mmes o f  v a r i e d  e n t e r t s l n n e n t

1)  See  p . v
2)  L .U.  12  O c t .  1 8 7 8 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  2 ,  " L o c a l  a n d  G e n e r a l " .

3 )  N.M. 26  S e p t .  1876 .  p . d  c o l . 6 ,  "The Mayor  o f  D u r b a n ' s  
B a n q u e t  t o  S i r  B a r t l e  F r e r e .

B )  n . A .  11  J u n e  1 3 8 0 ,  p . ‘3 ,  c o l .
♦ I mi n
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MID MILITARY BANDS 1BB1 jl

The l a r g e r  c h o r a l  an d  o r c h e s t r a l  s o c i e t i e s  o f  D u r b a n

d a t e  f r o m  1661 when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Town became i r . r g e

e n o u g h  t o  j u r t l f y  more  a m b l t i o u c  mu; l c  1 u n d e n t : k i n g s .

A m u s i c a l  s o c i e t y  t h a t  I n c r e a s e s  t o  a few d o z e n  members

n e e d s  a c o n d u c t o r  who s h o u l d  b e  r a t h e r  more  t h a n  j u s t  a

c o m p e t e n t  m u . l c l n n .  As a m u s i c i a n  Dune n Ka cCo l l  1 1 6 4 6 - 1 6 J ' ;

who been: e c o n d u c t o r  and  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  D u r b a n  P h i l h a r m o n i c

'

p a s s i o n a t e l y  l o n d  o f  c h o r a l  m u s i c ,  a nd  he  was a v e r y  c a p a b l e  

o r g a n i s e r .  As *n e n t h u s i a s t i c  a m a t e u r  h i s  m u e l c l a n e h l p  was 

p e r h a p s  o n l y  j u s t  a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m u s i c a l  

r e s o u r c e s  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l .  H i s  o p p o r t u n e  a r r i v a l  I n  

D u r b a n  f r o m  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  i n  1679  and  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  i n  

1680  t o  t a k e  upon  h i  t e e l f  t h e  h e av y  p i o n e e r i n g  work o f  

t r a i n i n g  D u r b a n ' f  f i r s t  l a r g e  c h o r a l  s o c i e t y  r e s c u e d  t h e  

D . P . S .  f r o m  t t < e o r l y  c o l l a p s e  w h i c h  i t  m i g h t  ha ve  s u f f e r e d .  

H i s  h i g h  p r a s t i g e  i n  t h e  b u e i n e s i  l i f e  o f  t h e  Town -  he  war

s o c i e t y  an I m m e d i a t e  su ,  r t  f r om  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  and  t h e  

p u b l i c i t y  i t  n e e d e d  i n  th<- e; r l y  ( t ,  g e s  Of  I t :  c a r e e r .  I n  

a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  c? me m o t h e r  I r  p e t u s  i n  t > # n n t i r e  o. a 

c h a l l e n g e  t o  D u r b a n ' s  m ,  r ^  i n  mu c a  m a t t e r s .

W mr l t z Lu rg  ha d  s t a r t e d  I t  wn C i t y  P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  i n  

1666 w h i c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  a l e  gu  ne e  o f  Mr.  C h a r l e s  L a r c e l l e a ,  

was r t i l l  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  1 0 6 1 ; '  and i t  was a s s u m e d  i n  D u r b a n

p p .  146  -  1 4 V . )
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t h e  Be r ea  Road C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ^ C h u r c h ,  o r  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  own

p r a c t i c e  room i n  S m i t h  S t r e e t ;  a l l  o f  w h i c h  made  t h e

c o n d u c t o r ' b t a s k  o f  t r a i n i n g  a l a r g e  body o f  G i n g e r s  and

i n s t r u m e n t a l ! s t o  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t .

The P h i l h a r m o n i c  O r c h e s t r a  waB I n v a r i a b l y  we ak ,  and  t h e

o n e r o u s  t a s k  o f  m u s t e r i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  a s u f f i c i e n t  number 

3f  p l a y e r s  t o  be  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  name o f  " o r c h e s t r a "  was  t h e  

u n e n v i a b l e  l o t  o f  Mr. 0 .  Uonhau  t .  But  t n e  o r c h e s t r a  d i d  

make  m u s i c a l  h i s t o r y  on 16 S e p t e m b e r  1381 when f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  n i n s t r u m e n t a l  e n s e m b l e  t h a t  c o u l d  w i t h  j u s t i i  i c - . t i o n  

be t e r m e d  an  o r c h  % t r a  p l a y e d  i n  p u b l i c .  T h o s e  who p l a y e d  

on t h .  t  o c c a s i o n  w e r e :

1 s t  V i o l i n s :  D r .  ll  "v>re  ( 1 4 t : i  Hueamri ,
M e s a r e .  Hof fman ( l e a d e r )  end  
S a u n d e r s .

dr.d V i o l i n s :  Met r e .  O r e l i n g e r , F e r r e l l ,  and
Hi. A c u t t .

V i o l e n c e ! !  o s :  Mer r e .  Behen  end  d r e z r . e " .

D o u b l e - B a s s : Mr.  h e i r  op.

C l a r i n e t :  Mr.  1*7ont ,

C o r n e t : Mr.  Ar;  a • •

H o  m : r  •  o  i 1 . ! '  n .

F l u t e j  Mr.  Mtinder .

At t h i s  t i n e  t h e n  ■ won:  many a p r i o a l a  t h r o u g h  t h e  r r - r p  

t o r  r . t r l n g - p ' l a y e r p , i n  t h e  hop e  t h a t  a t  Vear t  o n e  v i o l a  

p l a y e r  wou l d  c o n e  f o r w a r d .  T h e r e  war. a l s o  a  c o n f i d e n t  h o p e

30 S e p t .  1 8 8 1 ,  p .  3• ' 0 1 • '

H) M . 19  S e p t .  1 8 8 1 .  P .  3 .  c o l .  3 .  "The P h i l h a r m o n i c
S o c i r t y ' r  C o n c e r t . " .



t o  t h e o e  o d v e r t t P e m e n t B  wob e n c o u r a g i n g .  By 19 A p r i l  1382 

t h e  o r c h e s t r a  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  19  p l a y e r s  ( n o t  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  h a rm o n i u m  p l a y e r  who k e p t  t h e  u n s t a b l e  I ' n b r i c  t o g e t h e r ) :  

two horn p l a y e r s  ( M e a e r a .  Monhaupt and a i l l a n ) , two c o m e t  

p l a y e r s  (Me, a r e .  Aroou ,nd MncMehon), two c l a r i n e t  p l a y e r s  

.vle.sro. Lyo ns  and Knox), a f l a u t i s t  (Mr. U n d n l l ) ;  and  

o n l y  t e n  s t r i n g  p l a y e r s .  T h i s  i l l - b a l a n c e d  t o n a l  a s s o r t m e n t  

p l a y e d  " s c h o o l b o y  f a s h i o n " ,  s t r u g g l i n g  r a i l a n t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e

m u s i c  t h a t  was t o o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t hem.

By A o r t l  1182  t h e  c h o i r  h a d  r e a c h e d  a s t r e n g t h  o f  o7 ,

a n d  by S e p t e m b e r  20. The a m b i t i o n  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  l a r g e  

( a n d  o f t e n  d l f f i c . - c )  c h o r a l  wo rk s  t h a t  had  become p o p u l a r  i n  

S n g l a n d  became  a c o n s t a n t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  S o c . e t y  r 

p o t e n t l a l l t  . The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show wha t  t h e y  c 1 do 

i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  s o o n  came w i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  T h e a t r e  

R o y  1 i n  Howemb-r  1 9 6 2 .  F o r  t h i s  I m p o r t a n t  o c c a s i o n  t h e

D . P . 3 .  u n d e r  MacCol » * r e  I n v i t e d  t o  g i v e  a p e r :  o m a n c e  o f  

M e n d e l s s o h n ’ s  S I  1.1 e h  on  t h e  o p e n i n g  n i g h t .  The f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  work t h e y  h a d  c h o s e n  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  was f a r  b e y o n d  

t h e i r  p o w e rs  d i d  n o t  r e n d e r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  l e s s  m e m o r a b l e ,  ^

The d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  D . P . 3 .  was  so o n  t o  f o l l o w  w i t h  t h e i r  

s e c o n d  c o n c e r t  i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  R oy a l  when t h e  m a i n  work

To some p e o p l e  o f  t h o s e  d a y s  p e r f o r m i n g  i n  a  t h e a t r e  was  

d i s t a s t e f u l  a n d  n o t  i n  ko  l a g  w i t h  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  a C h o r a l  

s o c i e t y ? 1 t e  u n e x p e c t e d l y  t h e c h o i r  and  o r c h e s t r a  w e re

'

S o c i e t y ' b C o n c e r t " .

2)  See  p .  i-M*
3)  ,M . 18 D e c .  V  2 .  p .  3 ,  c o l .  6 .  "The P h i l h a i w  H e
S o c i e t y ' u C o n c e r t
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d e p l e t e d  o f  some o f  t h e i r  moot p r o i i c i e n t  s i n g e r s  and p l a y e r s  

on t h e  v e r y  n i g h t  o f  t h e  per? a n c e ,  w h ic h  , u l d  o n l y  r e s u l t  

i n  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r  p e r i o r m e r s  and a u d i e n c e .  The 

o b j e c t i o n  t o  p e r f o r m i n g  I n  a t h e a t r e  c o u l d  n o t  e a s i l y  be 

a n s w e r e d .  The o n l y  o t h e r  h a l l  s u i t a b l e  f o r  c o n c e r t  p u r p o s e s  

was t h e  new O d d f e l l o w s ‘ H a l l  a t  the  l o w e r  end o f  West S t r e e t ,  

a c o u s t i c a l l y  b e t t e r  f o r  s i n g e r s  than t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l ,  o u t  

t e m p o r a r i l y  o u t  o f  c o m m is s io n  p e n d in g  a d i s p u t e  Detween t h e  

n u l l d e r ,  Mr. L ev i  Holm es,  and t h e  s i x  u n f o r t u n a t e  g e n t l e m e n  

who were i d e n t l i i e d  s c  t h e  '‘O d d f e l l o w s ’ H a l l  Company"; 

and w n i l e  Mr. L t v l  o t e t i n a t e l y  h e l d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  keys  

t o  t h e  new h a l l ,  t h e  P h i lh a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  had t o  become 

r e c o n c i l e d  t o  g i v i n g  t h e i r  c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  Royal  

when i t  was n o t  r e t i r e d  f o r  p l a y s  and o p e r e t t a s  w h ich  h a v e  

a lw a y s  b e e n  more p o p u la r  than  c o n c e r t s  o f  s e r i o u s  m u s ic .

B a r ly  In th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

had to  be f a c - d .  The a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  was r a i s e d ,  but  

w i t h  th e  c o m p e n s a t i n g  o f f e r  ot a f r e e  s e a t  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  

p u b l i c  c o n c e r t s  t o  be g i v e n  i n  1 8 8 3 .  A w e l l - k n o w n  v l b i t i n g  

s o p r a n o ,  M i l e .  B r e d e l l l , who was p l a n n i n g  a c o n c e r t  t o u r  o f  

3 .  A i r l c a ,  was i n v i t e d  t o  r i n g  a t  a tew o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  

c o n c e r t s  e a r l y  in  1 3 8 3 ,  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h v i r  s e c o n d  c o n c e r t  

s e a s o n  -  a shrewd a rra n g em en t  b e tw een  an am ateur  s o c i e t y  and  

a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n  w h ic h  p ro v o k e d  much s c o r n f u l  c r i t i c i s m  

f r o m  M a r l t v ,b u r g . } Y et  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  f i n a n c i a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  Haydn’ s  T h e y  m U g n  was p e r fo r m e d  a t  t h e

T h e a tr e  R o y a l  on 1 June 18 »3  w i t h  a b o u t  t h e  name c h o r a l  and

1)  See  p . 1!

0)  TLA. 11 Nov.  i a t . 2 ,  p .  a. c o l .  5 ,  "The O f l d f e l l o w e ’ H e l l " .

3)  Nj_W. 27 J a n .  1 8 0 3 ,  p .  2 .  c o l .  3 ,  a d v e r t .

• i t i a  1 f  .  R r e d f * !  1  1 V  )



77

o r c h e s t r a l  f o r c e r ,  bb h a d  b e e n  n e e d  a y e a r  e a r l i e r .  The 

c o n c e r t  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  " I m m e a s u r a b l y  t n e  b e s t  e f f o r t  y e t  

made by t h e  D u r b a n  P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y ” .

The d i s p u t e  o v e r  t h e  O d d f e l l o w s '  H a l l  was a a t i e f a c t o r i l y  

r e s o l v e d  b e f o r e  J u l y  l h S 3 .  An t h e  H a l l  was  o n l y  v e r y  r a r e l y  

uBed ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  e n c u r e d  a l e a s e  on  I t  a t  a c o r t  o f  £18  p e r  

•nnum, an d  p r o v i d e d  600  c h o i r s  and  20 l a m p s ;  a f t e r  w h i c h  I t  

became  known an t h e  " P h i l h a r m o n i c  H a l l " ' ,  and was  u s e d  o n c e  

ft week f o r  p r a c t i c e s ,  and  f o r  a l l  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  c o n c e r t s ,  t h e  

f i r s t  o f  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  on  9 A u ^ u r t .  L i k e  many o t h e r  

c o n c e r t s  i t  wne m a r r e d  by t a d  w e a t h e r  w h i c h  k e p t  away m oa t  o :  

t h o c e  who had  I n t e n d e d  t o  c o n e ;  and  e v e n  when t h e  c o n c e r t  

was r e p e a t e d  on  21 A u g u r t  w i t h  a few a d d i t i o n a l  i t e m a  and  

u n d e r  more  f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  was s t i l l

3)
p o o r .

The p e r e i e t e n t l y  bed  w e n t h e r  w h i c h  k e p t  t h e  p e o p l e  

r r o m  BO meny o f  U i 'CCo lVo  P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  C o n c e r t s  war. 

eo S t r l k l n r l y  c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h e t  t h e r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  m i n d s  

o f  D u r b a n  m u e l c - l o v e r e  s  b i t t e r  s u p e r s t i t i o n  t h a t  some 

e l m e n t e l  s p i r i t s  w e r e  c o n s p i r i n g  t o  w re ck  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  

3oc t y ,  end  t h e  f a r ’ >nlc e x p r e s s ! i n ,  "MscColl  . e s t h e r " ,  

beceme p r o v e r b l n l .  Bed w e n t h e r  e n u r e d  s n n o y n n c e  t o  t h o s e  

who h a d  s e v e r s !  m i l e s  t o  t r a v e l  f r o m  t h e  B e ren  w h e r e  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  s u p p o r t e r s  w e r e  r e s i d e n t . The 

c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  w e n t h e r  wen p e r h a p s  nn I n d i r e c t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

t h o s e  p e o p l e  who.  I n  s p i t e  , r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s e d  d e v o t i o n  t o  

m u s i c ,  would  n o t  make t h e  e f f o r t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  r e h e a r s a l s  

and  c o n c e r t s ,  m l t n o u f h  t h e  b u s e s  had  b e e n  h i r e d  f o r  t h e m  a t

1 ) 4  J u n e  1 8 8 3 ,  p .  ? ,  c o l .  7 ,  "The C r e a t i o n ' . '

? )  tUM. 2 Aug.  1 8 8 3 ,  P.  c o l .  6 ,  "The O d d f e l l o w s '  H a l l " .

3)  23 AU1. i e -  3 .  p .  2 , c o l .  6 .  " P h i l h a r m o n i c  C o n c e r t ! '
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a c o o t  o f  a b o u t  £120  p e r  annum w h i c h  h a d  t o  h e  D o m e  by t h e  

S o c i e t y .  "MncCo l l  w e a t h e r "  m e a n t  h e a v y  r a i n ,  o r  e v e n  

t h r e a t e n i n g  r a i n ,  w h i c h  k e p t  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  home.  Hot  summer 

n i g h t s  w e r e  e q u a l l y  d a m a g i n g  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  

p r o g r e s s .  One o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a l w a r t  members  i s  r e p o r t e d  

t 0 ha ve  s t a t e d  t h a t  " i t  was  h a r d l y  t o  c e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  l a d i e s  

nd g e n t l e m e n  w o u l d  a t t e n d  r e h e a r s a l s  d u r i n g  h o t  w e a t h e r  o n c e

a week f o r  h a r d  l a b o u r . "

I n  O c t o b e r  Itib 5 a t  a S o c i e t y  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  t h e  d e b t  o f

t h e  S o c i e t y  was r e v e a l e d  a s  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  turn o f  £ 3 0 0 .  I t  

was e s t i m a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t o  k e e p  t h e  S o c i e t y  g o i n g  was  

c o a t i n g  b e t w e e n  £200 and  £250 p e r  annum,  n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  w h i c h  

waf  b e i n g  u s e d  t o  pay f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  i t s  member s  t -  

and  f ro m r e h e a r s a l s  and  c o n c e r t s .  O t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e  i s c t e  

* e r e  r e v e t  l e d :  t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  was i n  e f f e c t  two s o c i e t i e s ,

one  on t h e  B e r e a  and  t h e  o t n e r  i n  Town; t h a t  t h e  n o v e l t y  o f  

h a v i n g  a P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  i n  D u r b a n  h a d  worn  o f f ;  and  

t h - t  c o u n t e r  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  m a i n l y  t h e a t r i c a l  e n t e r t a i n : . e n t s ,  

and  t h e  p r e s e n c e  i n  Town o f  a v e r y  p o p u l a r  j u g g l e r  

( P r o f e s s o r  B a l d w i n ) ,  w e r e  d r a w i n g  p e o p l e  away f r o m  t h e

c ' i  r r t  h a l ' .

Ar u n s u c c e s s f u l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o l  H a n d e l ’ s  H e sc l  a h  i n  t h e  

P h i l h a r m o n i c  H a l l  on 2 J n n  m r y  16 4 damaged  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  V a c C o l l , h i t h e r t o  p r a i s e d  so  

g e n e r o u s l y  l y  t h e  ru'. 11 c ,  now f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s u f f e r e d  

r e v e r e  c r i t i c i s m  f rom a f< vu i c l a n r  who s e em ed  e a g e r  t o  

ext  j s e  h i s  i n f e r i o r  m u a l c i a n r h i p  and h i s  w e a k n e s s  a s  a 

c o n d u c t o r ;  nnd when Mn cC oU m i n t e d  t h n t  iic m i g h t  r e s i g n  h i *

x)  K.K.  1R O c t .  I P , -3, p .  .% c o l .  3 .  "The D u r b a n  P h l l h m r m o n l c  
Soo i •; Ly, I m p o r t o n t  M e e t i n g

2)  I b i d .
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c r i t i c s  epplnudec!  t h e  1 det  , n m i n t n i n i n g  t h a t  not  or . ly  s h o u l d  

he  p u t  i t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  a: s o o n  n r  p o s s i b l e  b u t  t h a t  h i s

l a s t  m o s t  g r a c i o u s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  com u n i t y  a s  a w h o l e  w o u ld  

oe t o  d i s c o v e r  a more  c o m p e t e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t o r  t o  

f i l l  h i s  p l a c e . ^  P e r h a p s  i t  was M s c C o U ’ B d e f i c i e n t  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  o r c h e s t r a l  t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  made h i e  t a s k  o f  

; i n d u c t i n g  bo a r d u o u s . I n d e e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  c o n d u c t o r  

was somewhat  a n o m a l o u s , s u c h  a r e s p o i .  t b i i l t y  u s u a l l y  b e i n g  

e n t r u E + e d  t o  a p r o f e s i l o n a l  m u s i c i a n ,  o f t e n  t h e  B o ro u g h  

O r g a n i s t ,  i f  t h e r e  h a p p e n e d  t o  be  o n e .  The P h i l h a r m o n i c  

S o c i e t y  m e t  e r 1y i n  F e b r u a r y  18 4 ,  and  U e c C o l l  t e n d e r e d  h i s  

r e s i g n a t i o n  w i l l i n g l y ,  e x p l a i n i n g  how o n e r o u s  t h e  work had  

be co i . e .  Without any a p p a r e n t  r e s e n t m e n t  he a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

a new con  i c t o r  i g h t  s u c c e e d  i n  r e v i v i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y .  But  

t h e  Cot i . A t t c e ,  w i t h  Mr. . W. G r e e n a c r e  as  P r e r i d e n t ,  w e re  

n o t  so  e , g e r  t o  l e t  MacCol l  go .  They t h e r e f o r e  p e r s u a d e d  

h i m  t o  r H o w  t t ; e  Co r i t t e e  two m o n t h s  i n  w h i c h  t o  a d v e r t i s e  

f o r  v new c o n d u c t o r ;  a f t e r  w i c h  t i m e  i t  no r u i t a t i e  

s u c c e s s o r  ha d  b e e n  f o u n d  t h e  m a t t e r  i h o u l d  conie u. '  , o r

.
2 )

art 1e  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  o f f i c e .  W h a t e v e r  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t s  

m i g h t  hav*  b e en  made t o  e n g a g e  a n o t h e r  c o n d u c t o r  t h e r e  was 

s u r e l y  v ^ r y  l i t t l e  h e  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  p s u i t a b l e  a p p l i c a n t ,

.

f o r t u n e t e  i n  b e i n g  an a m a t # a* who tmd made m u t i c  an  i m p o r t a n t  

and  s l l - n t  r o r 1 i n g  pec t i m e .  I t  wn* s a i d  t l i a t  two a p p l i c a n t s  

h a d  been  c o n s i d e r e d  and found  t o  be q u i t e  u n s u i t a b l e .

1)  II .A.  H J a r .  I r W ,  p .  c o l  7 .  L e t t e r  s i g n e d  "One o f  

t h e  P u b l i c " .

2)  U A .  2 Fe b .  16 4 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  2 ,  "D u r b a n  P h i l h a r m o n i c  
3 o c 1 e t y " .

■
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m  April  1864 J t o c C o U  w«.« aekefl to co n t in u e ,  which he agreed  

to  do I f  he might conf ine  h ie  a c t i v i t i e s  to music alone and 

not  be burdened w ith  having to  f in d  a s o lu t io n  to  tne  S o c i e t y ' s

f i n a n c i a l  problems, a m s ' t e r  which could  more a p p r o p r i a t e ly  

b e  e n t r u s t e d  to  an e f f i c i e n t  committee.

1

t i e d .  Monliaupt a d v e r t i s e d  fo r  more  o r c h e s t r a l  p l a y c r t  

who came forward r a th e r  s lowly. e n c o u r a g e m e n t  (much n e e d e d  

a t  t h i s  s tag e )  came from a v i s i t i n g  BngMsh m u s i c i a n  

Mr. Broughton, chorus m aster  o f  the  Leeds T r i e n n ia l  K e e t l v e l s  

and i rg n n le t  a t  the  L e d .  Oncnmar School. A f te r  c o n d u c t i n g  

on.' of th, r e h e a r s a l s  he p r a i s e d  very h igh ly  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  

achievement. Soon a f te rw ard s  In May th e re  followed t h e

S o c i e t y ' s  f i r s t  g re a t  i u e l e e l  under tak ing  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  a 

performance of H y n 'e  The C re a t io n ,  b u t  with s l e n d e r  

re so u rc e s !  In Jun- the 8 c.lety performed Van B r e e ' s

C a n ts -1 -  • _h.. l l g . ’ ' B a t . -  o f  ,o n g B  Pnd

■ r t  ones'! Then fo l low -a  in August and September

"pro m ade"  concerts a t  which Ins t rum en ta l  music gained some 

ascendancy over choral music -  a necessary  development In

t h a t  the s i n g i n g  o f  g l e e s  a n d  p a r t - s o n g s  was both  more 

c o n g e n i a l  and more  e- s r o p r l s t e  t o  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  vocal powers 

t h e n  t h e i r  f o r m e r  s t r e n u o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  do  j u s t i c e  t o  the  

neavy c h o r u s e s  f r o m  o n  t o r i o r . N e v e r t h e l e s s  the  m a s s i v e  

chora l  e f f e c t s ,  b e l o v e d  o f  the  V i c t o r i a n s ,  appealed to ______

I) L M .  2  A p r i l  181-1. p .  ' .  c o l .  6 .  " D u r b a n  P h i l h a r m o n i c  
3 o c l e t y

■) 1 1111 ' • » •  a '  e n l '  ' '  " * * ' 1 6  l n  K " t ‘ ’

.,) N.M. iw  M.y 1' 14,  p. . c o l .  7 ,  "The P h i l  ha mno n l c  S o c i e t y .
P e r f  ina ne e  o f  ’C r e a t i o n  

■ . .
r'.nv>i Mt.-/’ : Cone* rt.V



D u rb a n  w i n g e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  s t r o n g  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  B r i t i s n  

i n s t i t u t i o n o ,  a n d  t h e  o r a t o r i o s  w e re  p e r f o r m e d  w h e n e v e r  

p o s s i b l e ,  i f  o n l y  t o  a t t r a c t  l a r g e r  a u d i e n c e s  and  r a i s e  m ore

money.
In December IB 4 the  S oc ie ty  ;ave two ch o ra l  c o n c e r t s :  

the f i r s t  w ith  Mendelssohn’s o f  j p r a l s e . ,  a s  t h e  ma in

, r k . '  a nd  the s e c o n d  w ith  o p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  H a n d e l ’ s 

Messiah t h a t  wis d e s c r i b e d  as the "bes t  t h a t  ner y e t  bf,on 

given in  the  Colony". At th in  time the s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  

Socie ty  W H S  only IO C , o f  which 01 w e r e  s i n g e r s  end  t h e  r e s t  

o r c h e s t r a l  p layer . . .  Seven co n c e r t s  were g i v e n  i n  

..ecri invo lv ing  the Society i n  a d d i t lo n o l  h e av y  e x p e n d i t u r e .  

Transport  was s t i l l  the g r e a t e s t  d r a i n  on t h e  e v a l l a o l e  

! mds. In !■ ■ the r e s o lu t io n  to  hold f e w e r  c o n c e r t s

were re f  need on the unders tand ing  t h a t  the members tnence lve f

'

Unde r  these  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  new s e a s o n  f o r  18H5 o p e n e d

on  30 May i n  t h  Philharmonic H a l l  w ith  a few w o r k s  o f  l i t t l e

mu. l e a l  c o n e ,  po nce. T: e much g r e a t e r  s t r e n g th  In the

o r c h e s t r a  with a k e t t l e -d ru m ,  a doub le -bass ,  end a t  l e a s t

t h r - e  hi h y s k i l l e d  o r c h e s t r a l  l a y e r s  -  M. F a r r u n i t  ^

(a v i o l , c l  t ) .  Tynd,■ 11 (-  f l a u t i s t )  and Knox ( c l a r i n e t i s t )  -

was e n c o u r a g i n g .  I n  J u l y  s e l e c t  I o n a  f r o m  M e n d e l s s o h n ' s

'

V  W A , 6 dec. 1 M 4 .  p .  3 .  c o l .  3 ,  "Durban Philharmonic 
9 o c ie ty " .

, "The M e s s i a h " .

3 )  W l .  J r n .  m a s ,  p. 3 ,  c o l .  4, "The Philharmonic Society

4) thlf. 1 June 1885. p. 3 ,  c o l .  3, "The Philharmonic S o c ie ty '
P.r»Tir»i»r, t , " .
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2nd V i o l i n s :  Mr. Moon. Mr. R a l e i g h , M r .  R i c h e s ,
Mr.  A c u t t ,  Mi s s  C h a r d ,  M i s s  B a l e s .

V i o l a :  Mr. D u f T l l l .
V i o l u l i  *

^ C e l l i :  Mr. H e w l e t t ,  Mr. Bremriier,
Mieu G r i - e n a c r e ,  Mie r  Do comb.

D o u b l e - b n s s : Mr. M o r r i s .

F l u t e h ; Mr.  T y n d a l l  and  Mr. P l o w r i g h t .

Oboe;  Mr. P a r e n t .

C l a r i n e t s : Mr. S p e n c e  and  Mr. Knox.

H o r n s :  Mr. Monh au p t ,  Mr.  S t o m p f ,
Mr. 0 1 1 1 an .

C o m e t :  Mr. McMahon.

S u p ho n lum :  Mr. R a sm u sse n .

Tromoone :  Mr. J o y .

Drum; nd  Gy DulBiMr .  P l o w r i g h t .
- o r  t,e

P l anq^  md  Org m:  Mr. . M a c C o l l ,  Mir :  B. C h e r o n ,
Mr. J .  Mack a y ,  Mr. J .  F.  Brown.

C o n d u c t o r :  Mr. M a c C o l l .  1)

L t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  18 t h r e e  h i g h l y  p r o f i c i e n t  s t r i n g  

.

2 )

e c h o i r  on th-  >1 a ^ r  h a n d  and d e c r e a s e d  f r o m  t h e  150

'

1 t  : e r . e e r t  o f  1 , g i v-t . i n  t t • P h i l h a r m o n i c  H a l l  on

I

t n e r e  we r e  i g n s  t h a t  t n e  S o c i e t y  v.. a on t h e  d e c l i n e  f o r  t h e

t h e  c o n d u c t o r  ( p e r h o  m t t . r o u  i l t h )  s e am ed  t o  have  l o o t
3 )

h i s  f o r n e r  v i , m r  and e n t h u s i a s m .

1) H.M. 14 Aug.  1 (86,  p .  2 ,  c o l .  4 .  A d v e r t .

2) N.A. 24 Doc .  1 6 ,  p .  3 t c o l ,  1 .  " t h i  1 h a r m o n i c  C o n c e r t ; 1

.
C o n c e r t " .



T h e r e  were o th e r  r< .one fo r  the r a u i d  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y  o t t e r  1886. The d iscovery  o f  gold on  t h e  Rrmd 

a t t r a c t e d  n g r e a t  many p e o p l e  i rom D u ron n  i n c l u d i n g  member s  

of t h e  S o c ie ty .  Those who remained, ei p e c i o l l y  r i n g e r s , 

w e re  i n v o l v e d  in  sev e ra l  m u s i c a l  core I tm e n t r , t u t  c h i e f l y  

t h e  n e w l y - 1o m e d  D u r b a n  A m a t e u r  O p e r a t i c  S o c i e t y ,  f o r m e d  by  

J .  P e r g a u o n  Brown a b o u t  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 8 6 .  W i t h o u t  h a v i n g  

r- s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  D . P . S .  r i n g t r a  wore  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  r e h e a r s a l s  

of t h e  O p e r a t i c  S ocie ty  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  G i l b e r t  

■md S u l l i v a n  o p e r e t t a  The M i k a d o , md m e r e l y  a b s e n t e d

p l a y e r s , a l s o  much i n  d e m a n d , d l ' .  ' ; s am e ,  and  n l t i i o u g h

s i n g e r s  a n d  p l a y e r s  p r e s e n t e d  \ - .t e l v e s  f a i t h f u l l y  on t h e  

n i g h t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  c o n c e r t , i n s u f f i c i e n t  r e h e a r s a l  was q u i t e  

e v i d e n t .  The  ! inr- ' o t i c a b i l i t y  o f  k e - ' u i n g  t o g e t h e r  member s  

w i d l y  d i r  c r e e d  >ver T wn m l  co r  H e a t e d  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s

a c t i v i t i e s  s t i l l  '"uri. - >r. Orm . gn o f  h o p e  ’ o r  t h e  f u t u r e  

w r t h e  r e l  1 •  l e  s u p p o r t  f r  >m u’r m e r e  o f  t h e  o r c h e s t r a , a n d  

wh“tt l e t t e r s  m o n l i n e  t o  I n s t r u m e n t n i l  e t c  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  

m » r v l c e s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  d o l l y  p a p e r s ,  a few o f  t h e  

f o r m e r  • h e r e  w-to had l o n g  i i - ; c e  d i s s o c i a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m

w'-re h e l d  i n  1 - 7 ,  no Io n  : e r  i n  t h e  P h i l h a r m o n i c  H a l l  w h i c h  

t h e  S o c i e t y  had mt H one d  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  1 1; i n a d e q u a t e  

v e n t i l a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  n r  .on i n  Knox *: . 1 l i n g f  a t  t h e  c o r n e r

o f  Wer t  an  Grey S t r - ' - i t : , .  T r e - r e a l  c c h o r a l  w s r k s  we r e  

t e m p o r a r i l y  n u t  r ■ >  an  t h e  S o c 1e t y ' r c >nc ‘r t e  now t  >ok t h e

1) That t h e s e  two oocl< t i e s  w e r e  r i v a l  j r g a n i s a t i o n s  i s  
v l ^  n t  f r o m  n-iwr t n oe r  c o r r e i  l ondence  i n  O c t .  IP  % (N. A.

I I  Oct. p. 3, c o l . •?, "0 >era In Durban!')

2) N .A. 1 3  A p r i l  1^.87,  p .  3 ,  col , 7 ,  "The P h i l h a r m o n i c  
S o c i e t y " .

3) N.A.  18 Feb.  Ifi -;7, p .  3 ,  c o l s .  1 , 3 ,  " P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y ! '

t h e m . e l v e s  f r o m M; c C o 11 ' s  c h o r a l  p r a c t i c e s .  O r c h e s t r a l

t h e  3 c e t y  we re  '>cri v-ded t  » r e t u r n . R e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e s

3)
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f o m  o f  “p r o m ^ n o d e B " .

The f i n n l  s t a g e  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ' b c a r e e r  was  o n l y  a 

t e m p o r a r y  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  v i s i t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

v i o l i n i s t  Rem n y l  n r - ’ t t v : e x c e o t l o n a l l y  f i n e  s i n g i n g  o f  t h e

N a t a l  s- n r a n o  Mrs .  d i e  ,r s  (Mi .is G h e r o n ) .  Remenyi  showed

a l i w  V  i n t e r e s t  n  lac Col  ’ n m u s i c  a]  - n t e r p r i s e  and

r  t e d  v'*’. . MacCo lL18 a b i l i t y  a s  an  a c c o m p a n i s t  v e r y  h i g h

i n d e e  , t .nd i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  be h i s  bccornpan 1 e t  l o r  l i!n v i o l i n

r e c i t a l s  i r  D u r b a n .  But  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  3 ) C i e t y  we re

n u m b e r e d . At  i re n e s  i 1 me • t i n g  on '? F e b r u a r y  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n

wn. t a k e n  t o  d l s v  >lv<- t h e  S ?c . e t y  ,wln;  t o  t h e  d e b t s  i n c u r r e d

and  M a c C e l l  was a i l e d  t o  o r g a n i s e  n c o n c e r t  t o  r a i s e  money

t o  nay  o f f  t i e  f i n a l  d e o t .  However  i n  A p r i l  1868  w i t h  a

, y r  j. r *nd ' i*1 >rche . ’t r a  51 go ,  mo 1 * d! whom l lvec .  on

t  ie Be re  , i t  w . d e c i d e  1 t  - c o n t i n u e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e

B e r e a  H a l l .  MaeCoi ;  « gn;  f l e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  r e s i g n i n g

f r o m  t ;  • P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  i n  JxV and i n  A u g u s t , m a i n l y

ow^ng t o  t v  r.-.rv ' o u n t e r ~ r  t t r n n t i  one i n  D u r b a n ,  t h e  S o c i e t y
4 )

s u s p e n d e d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e r ,

. . p . S ,  c e n p e d  t o  e x i s t  o n l y  i n  name.  I n  1 ;89  i t

bec tue  whit i t  ee-med dc t in e d  to become: a Berea m u s i c a l

s o c ie ty  d r • c ted  oy !>'. cCo1 . A t w t  en  *' '*

'’MacCol I 11 C h o i r "  w n r  iup o f  40  s i n ’e r e  who we r e  on

o c c a s i o n  j o i n ’d by o u t t r  i ; :vnt :  l i s t s  -  i n  f a c t ,  a l l

1) See  p . I ' t .

2)  N.jZ. d Mar .  1 W,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  6 ,  "D ur ba n  P h i l h a r m o n i c
S o c i e t y " .

 ̂ y  y ^5 ynv 1 8 8 8 ,  p .  3 , c o l .  5 ,  "Durba n  Phi  I h a r m o i i i c
Soci  0*0"".

4 ) y v ,  6 Aug.  1 8 8 0 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  3 ,  "The P h i l h a r m o n i c
Soc i  e t y " .
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t h e  .aemtierB who c o u l d  be s a l v a g e d  f r o m  t h e  w r e c k  o f  t h e

D . P . S . .  MrcCo I I ' a C h o i r  wat f o r m e d  i n  March  18 89  " t o  g i v e

c o n c e r t s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a n d  t o  d e v o t e  any  s u r p l u s  f u n d s  t o
1)

v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s " .  The f i r s t  c o n c e r t  i n  t h e  B e r e a  H a l l
2)

t o o k  p l a c e  on 26 A p r i l ;  a f t e r  w i l c h  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d  r a t h e r  

i n f r e q u e n t l y  i n  Town an d  on t h e  B e r e a .  When MacCo11 and  

h i  f a m i l y  won t  t o  B r i t a i n  on l e a v e  i n  H  JO A l e x a n d e r  M i l l i g a n  

d e p u t i s e d  f o r  him a s  c o n d u c t o r ,  a t  wha t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

l a s t  c o n c e r t  g i v e n  by M n c C o l l f e C h o i r  and  O r c h e s t r a  -  t h e
3,

" p r o m e n a d e "  c o n c e r t  i n  t i c  B e r e a  H a l l  on ?2 F e b r u a r y  1890 .

MacColI  1 a c a r e e r  p p  p c o n d u c t o r  c l o s e d  w i t h  h i s  

d e p a r t u r e  i n  l e a v e  t o  B r i t a i n  i n  10 90 .  D u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  

n e a r l y  t e n  y e a r r  he  h a d  c o n f  > l i d a t e d  t h e  i o u n d a t l o n s  o f  two 

k i n d s  o f  a m a t e u r  m u s i c a l  a c t i v i t y :  c h o r a l  s i n g i n g  and

two a c t i v i t i e s  w e re  r a c t l e  d by two i n b ' - > e n d e n t  s o c i e t i e s .  

U n t i l  1189 Dur : :an had  ' t cked  t p o d  o r c h e s t r a l  c o n d u c t o r .

I n  A p r i l  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  w h i l e  t h e  P M  1 h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  was

s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  t t r v l v a l  on t h e  b e r e a ,  e  h i g h l y  c u l t i v a t e d
4 )

German m u s i c i a n ,  H e r r  C . J .  S b e r l e i n ,  who h a d  made h i e  home 

i n  Dur n,  wf f s e k e d  t o  f o r m  a r  o r c l i e t . t r e l  s o c i e t y  t o  g i v e

l i g h t ,  r  1Pu l  sr c ) r : c e r t r  t o  r l i t  t i c  p u b l i c  t a s t e .  P r e v i o u s l y

E b e r l c l r  > i -I t e r r  i n  Grahan . towi  wl - r e ,  i n  1 ’ 84 ,  he  p r o d u c e d

a rr.f-.il  1 sok >r p a m p h l e t  ,u t i t l e d :  "What  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  know
6}

a b o u t  mu d i e " .  Tlic cx t e n i  o f  b If wf.ntif»ri n g r  i n  S o u t h  A i r i e s

1) M . . 30  Mar.  1 >, p .  6 ,  c L. 1 "Mr. M n c O o l l ' s  C h o i r " .

■ . .

3)  H .m. 24 Feb .  \ h . K  , p .  f ,  c o l .  4 ,  "P romensd-  C o n c e r t " .

4)  Se e  p .  128.

P,) Fi va n  d e r  Mrrwe,  Sul  d - A l r l ) : ;  e Mur i e k - h i b l  i o g l -fjfie.
1787  - 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  1 7 ‘
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Mi68 H u n t e r ,  Mier  C o c h r r n e ,  M e r n r e .  J . P .  H o f f m a n ,
E. S a n d e r , R e i c h n r d t , S a n d e r r , R i c h e s ,  T a t e ,
Dr .  B o n n e r ,  M e s n r s .  J .  H u l v t d n ,  R. M u l l e r ,  G. G l bb ,
Daweon , P a r i  s o t , P a y n e , G. Morn t , B a r r e t t ,  M i l l i g a n ,  
A d r n i n ,  P a r e n t , Ren d ,  V i c k e r e t a f f ,  S p e n c e ,  Knox,
Q. Mon' n u p t ,  B l a c k n c r e ,  J o y ,  C u l l i n g w o r t h ,  ReemueBen,  
C n m o n t ,  P l o w r i g h t .

To n c ; 1 s t  bb ;i c c o m p u n l u t r  w e r e :  Miat  e a  L o w e ,
■ «

Moat  o f  t h e s e  p i n y  e r e  hr-a b e e n  mer .be r e  o f  t h e  

Ph i  11mmuonic  O r c h e t t r e .

The l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  D ur ba n  O r c h e s t r a l  S o c i e t y  wae 

a b o u t  two y e a r n ,  l u r i n g  w h i c h  p e r i o d  t h e  c o s t  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  

o r c h e s t r a  * me e r t l :  t e d  a t  f >ut £"! 1 . L i m i t e d  f u n d s  d i e

n o t  r e m i t  o f  t h e i r  h i r i n g  r room l a r g e  e n o u g h  f o r  h o l d i n g  

p r  c t l c e e : n o r  c : i lv t h e y  i ec i r e  u £ i f f i c l e n t  num her  o f

a c t i v e  n e r . h e r p  who we re  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  « l o y m e n t  a t  t h e
2 )

t h e a t r e .  A f v - r  t h e  c v l e t !  >n >f t h e  s e c o n d  e e r l e e  o f

cone  r t e  no n r r n n g e r - ' - n t r  w< mad" f o r  ? t h i r d ,  r T 1 ‘ he

A uni  gue,  t l  vogh < ; i o r t - l  I v e d ,  c u t  l e a l  e x p e r i m e n t  was 

t h e  You.  Lf ' i* ’ O r c he i  t  a ,  r i g i i . s l l y  t h e  L a d i e s ' C o l l e g e

Orch  *rt . re 1 S o c i e t y ,  i t ■ r t e d  - y 1' sur < e P" r r»  r * i ,  c a p a b l e  

v i o l i n -  t  who 3 >r . x  ; y e t  r e  wut en  l o y e d  a t  R m u s i c  t e a c h e r  

or. t h e  s t i f f  r ‘ t h e  Youtm Lf l e i  1 C o l l e y  l a t e  I n s t i t u t i o n .

I n  I ' d  7 > " 1 ;iT'.ed an  r e t r i  o f  ' a< i e s  ( a i l  * r i n g -  p i  ay e r f  )

f r om  D u r b a n  and Mar* t • b u r g .  T h r - e  am u r 1 c o n c e r t s  we re  h e l d .

t  t h e  I f  F t  i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  R oy a l  on ^  December  1 6 8 9  t h e  

o r c h e e t n  cor  i i s  ted. o f  t h e  f< ■>',,i i  g 4  * *• •

1 ) R . A . 18 S e p t .  V  J ,  p .  . c o l s .  , 4 ,  "T e D u r b a n
Orche t  tri*.

r.) 13 J u n e  1 6 9 0 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  4 ,  "Durba n  O r c h e s t r a " .



l e e  V i o l i n u :  Mi e f et  li. G r a n t , W. Rowe, F.  Dacomb,
R. Dumat ,  F.  H orw in ,  M. Owen,
A. T u r n b u l l ,  M. H u n t e r ,  E. J a c k s o n .

2nd V i o l i n c :  M i e s e s  P o w e r ,  E. A ndrew p , E. A r c h b e l l ,
B. H e n d e r s o n ,  F. W oodhouse ,  L. O r o r i n ,
P .  Heye ,  M. T u r n b u l l ,  M. G r a n t ,  B a l l a r d ,  
I s a b e l l e .

v lo l cx i
. C e l l ! :  M l f i c s  Green ;  e r e ,  H/irv, 1 n ,  Dacomb.

D o u b l e - B a t  i : Mitu E. R u t h e r f o r d .

T h i s  s o c i e t y  wae r e a l l y  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t  and  

e a r n e d  h i g h  p r s l s -  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  s t r l n g -  

p l n y e r r :

"■Nei ther  I n  t h e i r  l a y i n g  r. r  i n  t h e i r  p rogramme 
d i d  t h e  Toxin, L a d l e s '  O r c h e s t r a  nr  p e a r  t o o  
p r e t e n t i o u s  -  n g r e a t  f a u l t  w i t h  many a m a t e u r  
o r c h e s t r a s . " 1)

I t s  d i s c o i  t i n u r t l o n  a f t e r  I t  9 c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  

r e t i r e m e n t  o f  Mi m i c e  F a r r a r . t i  f r o m t h e  r u n i c  s t a f f  o f  t h e

F e r r a n t i *  i : " a c e  oi t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h  - Young L a d l e s '

C o l l e g e  w ; f i ! "  i by H e r r  E r e r l e l n  i n  1890; c u t  h e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

wae n o t  t h e  o r  t n a t o r  o i  t h e  " C h m r b e r  Mus ic  S o c i e t y '' w h i c h  

w r t :* t  ■ ', t e l  f t  t h e  bci ) 1 i n  Au> a; t  1" t h f  t  y e a r .  F o r  a  

me-'1 r - r e h l ; f e e  o f  one  g u l n e r  p e r  annum t h e  p u b l i c  w e r e  

i n v i t e d  t o  become r e n b ^ r r  o f  t h e  new S o c i e t y .  About  40  

peor  l e  J o i n e d .  C a r '  W a l t h e r ,  t h e  v l o M n l s t ,  and 

O i l  f i o r d  Hf ! 1 ••, th< 1 i I k  e r , w^r^  It., i r i e l  d i r e c t o r s .

One p u b l i c  coi  c e r t  w> t h e l d  i n  t t v  Beraix H a l l ,  end  o t h e r s

we re  h e l d  e i t h e r  i t  t h e  home Mr. - n d  Mr. D. H u n t e r  o r
3)

a t  t h e  Young Lad t en*  C o l l e g e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  S o c i e t y

1)  p .  A. 30  De c .  1 J,  p .  , v o l .  , "Yo-m, L a d l e s '  Conce r t !*

2)  N . A . 0 Aug.  1( 90, p. B, c o l .  ' , "Chamber  M u s i c " .

N.A.  14 Nov.  l o j (  , p .  <5, c o l .  , "Chamber  M u s i c " ,  a nd



wne f p r  t o o  e x c lu s iv e  to  n t t r n c t  much u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  an d  i t s  

formation caused annoyance t o  ? t  l e a s t  one D u r b a n  m u s i c i a n ,  

H e r r  B b e r l e i n ,  who i n  f p i t e  o f  h is  g e n e r o u s  o f f e r ^ t o  h e l p  

f o u n d  h im se l f  excluded from a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  T h e r e  

i s  no record  o f  the S o c i e t y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  13.<1, t h e  

ye; r  in  which Carl Wnlth r m;: i s  tou r  o f  I n d i a ,  t o  toe

jo i i  d l a t e r  toy C l i f f o r d  H al le .  The Cliamt.er Music S o c i e t y  

woe V( / ived  i n  l b 97 toy the muric s t a f f  o f  t h e  Young L a d i e e 1 

College and con t inued  throughout the > ea r  1898 as a p r i v a t e

s o c ie ty  o f  about 5 i e: here .  R. H. Mac onald w v e le c te d
2 )

a: p r e s i d e n t  i n  1 9 0 0 .

T h e s e  D u r b a n  l u i i c e l  s o c i e t i e s  w h i c h  p l a c e d  bo much 

r e l i a n c e  on e n e rg e t ic  conductors  w ith  i n s p i r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  

did n o t  l a  t  long o n c e  these  men,  u s u a l ly  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

m u s i c i a n s ,  had  decided to  adopt t h e  p r o f l t n  l e  e x p e d i e n t  

o f  sec u r in g  a : r e  r e l i a l e  r v . r e e  of i n com e  e l s e w h e r e .

S ^ v r r a l  m u s i c i a n s  gr v l t ' t e d  t  ward, the l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n  

c e n t r e s  in  t h i s  country  or r o a d .  Py * he year  1891 

F e r r a n t i  was s t i l l  t a k i n g  t j i  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t i e  m u s i c a l  l i f e

o f  t h e  Town, ; u t  w . f r r  : r a  c n c e r n e l  w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f
✓

h i  a Lueizv s i n  W-u t  S t r e  t ;  Carl W a l t h e r  and  C l i f f o r d  H a l l e

were o t h  i n  I n d i a ; B s e r l e i n  wne d i r e c t o r  of  m u s i c  a t  t h e

K i m b e r l e y  e x h i b i t i o n ,  g a in in g  fo r  h im se l f  p r e s t i g e  -  b u t  a l s o  

t h e  n o t o r i e t y  r e s u l t i n g  from h i e  q u a r re l  w i t h  e w e l l - k n o w n

1) P e r h a p s  t h e  f a u l t  was r f  v hi  r  own. In t h e  v.ordG ol  
a l e t t e r  he wrote to the newt o r  he o f f e r e d : t o  j o i n

o c c a s i o n a l l y  I n  a q u a r te t t e  pt t y . II  n e m i t t e d  t o  do s o ,  w i t h

;





money l o r  l n e  new e n u r e i  

w e l l - r e c e i v e d  thr>t lie v i 

f o r  f i v e  m o n t h s ,  i n  Durt  

t h e  D u r b o n  A* n

rumen

R<

t t o n  o f  G 1 I b e r

Mev. .

3ent'-nu>er.

r g a n ,  and  I p l

nd M a r l t z b u r g .  I n  188 6  he  f o r m e d

Q  4 4- x /  S i v f  * 4  Ks f

e . . e l v  y u n d e r  h i e  t u i t i o n  f o r  

d S u l l i v a n ' e  Tfa. Mikado i n  t h e  

H< h;id t h e  oup o r t  o f  some

i'

uc eo

t  ♦.n nnd Pr_ 1 nc>.i r T o t .L

i t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  y e a r  

r e r r - S t r n n a c k ,

I I m It i » i f5' • ••V' » A f

T. L t ' h f o r d  was

row if j . y e r  .rut­

i n

vy n
who i

u

Udl
d a c t  i n ,  
y w e r e  

t h e
1 p r o m o t e r
C VlfX I* 1 1 ^ £ i

/•ml ^rm o f  
o l a  In  
h e r ,  f o r  
o t h e i r

. 3 8

• ) D# #
M o r e l r *

N.A.  l - j  Of ' t .  1 " M u s i c , Mytha  and

j m
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W ith  t h e  h e l p  o f  Wise  L i l i a n  S t o n b r i d g e  o f  I ' a r i t a b u r g  

F e r g u s o n  Brown gnvi* a n o t h e r  p e r f o r r . a n c e  o f  Th e  L l k f  dp i n  

J a n u a r y  16t i7 ,  an d  t h e  f i r s t  p e r f o r r - . a r c e  i n  S o u t h  A f r l c e  o f  

RudcUgore  (01 ' h e r t  and  Su l  11 v a n )  on 7 J u n e  18? 7.  I n  1886 

.

h u t  he r e v i v e d  t h e  S o c i e t y  i i  1 8 b 9 w i t h  p e r f o r m a n c e e  o f  

The h i k e,do ( G i l b e r t  en d  S u l l i v a n ) , The Rose  o f  A u v e r g n e 

O f f e n b a c h ) ,  L e s  Cl o c h e s  d e  C o m e  v l  l i e ( F l a n q u e t t e ) , 

l la n tea u x  K o l r ^  (B u c . t lo t  t 1 ) ,  a n d  F a lk e  (Chabt  n i g n e ) . I n  

1890 p r o f e s r i o n a l  c o r p e . n i e s  v i s i t e d  D u rb a n  i n  q u i c k  s u c c e s s i o n :  

Kadwne P e a m a l n ’ e D ip lo m a c y  Company,  f r d  t h e  F ra n )  W h e e le r  

Opeva Conq)any, b o t h  u n d e r  t h e  n . i c l c e l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  J .  F e r g u s o n

But  I n  l M '1  t h e  Amateur  O p e r a t i c  S o c i e t y  came t o  l i f e  a g a i n  

w i t h  two more  G i l b e r t  r r d  S u l l i v a n  o p e r e t t a s : T r i a l  by  J u r z ,

I n  F e b r u a r y ,  an d  The G o n d o l i e r ; I n  May. The S o c i e t y

c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l o u r i s h  t h r o i g h a  i t  t h a t  y e a r  and  t h e  n e x t ,  

g i v i n g  a p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  Thte M j n t « ‘> a r k t  ( G i l b e r t  and  C e l l  1 e r ;

I n  t . i e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l  I n  Dece mb er  ’ ’ d v l ' h  e cai  t  o i  7C
4 )

p e r f o r m e r ;  I n c l u r i n g  a t  o r c h e r t r a  o f  I t  and b  c h o r u s  o f  4 ' .

The Soci  i l i e d  r t i r l y  on a  f r v  s t a u n c h  c u r p o r t e r a .  m oa t  

o f  t h e n  e c t o r - e l n g e r a ;  l i l e .  L.  S t u n t r l d g c ,  Mies S n r n h

•

T, p.  L e t c h f o r d , W. S h o r t  A. W. Hawcb.  F e r g u e o n  hrowr  e 

g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t  I n  t h t e  s p h e r e  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  was  t h e  

Diamond J u b i l e e  O n e r s  Com-.)any S- on ' a n t i n g  t h r e e  we? e i n  

Ju ne  1 8 9 7 ,  when he  wr i msi l r t e d  by C a r  lohy who

1)  & A .  8 J u n e  l b ( 7 ,  p .  c o l .  h .  "Rudd 1 g o r e " .

2)  See  p .  317 .

3)  See  p .  3 19 .

4 , N.M. 86  NOV. 1 6 * 2 ,  P-  6 .  c o l .  3 ,  "The Men I n  t h e  Moon".





Orchestra, a f t e r  only two y e a r s .

The Berea Choral S oc ie ty  under c r e n e ls  C rane , t h e i r  

t r a i n e r  and conduc tor ,  he ld  t h e i r  f i r ,  t  c o n c e r t  in  tae  

Town Hall  on 30 Aurui t l a a  , cjivlng evidence o f  some 

e x c e l le n t  t r a i n i n g  in unacco; pan ed pi r t - s i n g i n g .  ’w i th in  

n few weeks, in  Scnteml-er, a Durban Choral Socie ty  was 

for  -d with  Mr. W. H. B r l c k h iU  as Chairman nd 

v;r. J .  0. P. Johns es Seer t a ry .  Hie two chora l  o c l e t l e s  

amalgamated in to  a c h o i r  o f  160 voices  fo r  e performance of

M e n d e l s s o h n 1e E l i j a h  on IV December IBVO, and t h e r e a f t e r
•2 )

continued as one S o c ie ty . F o r tu n a te ly  Herr iJberlein wns 

i n t e r e s t e d  in  the new S - c i c ty  n he g ve them the b e n e f i t

Not a l l  o f  the co n c e r t  Ivon by the new Choral

S oc ie ty  were as succor f u l  as  the  f i r s t .  An attempt in 

j Une 1091 to perform a d i f f i c u l t  w ir'<, 3t mfor i r
3)

The Revenge, re s  i l t e d  n a r iaaco .  But the ^ *‘1 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  p e r t " r a i n g  t h i s  work were not e n t i r e l y  

:

i n s t r u m e n ta l I f to ,  had mlered the r e h e a r s a le  owing to the 

con t inued  demands on t h e i r  time by the Durbar Amn, out 

Op e r a t i c  Socie ty  who were busy w ith  p r e p a ra t io n s  fo r  the  

p roduc tion  o f  The j i o n j i ^ j J ^  (G i lb e r t  and S u l l i v a n ) .

Other annoy on j ee d i s tu rb e d  the  e a r ly  cnr<“-»r o the new 

Choral S oc ie ty i  the h> 1 V in t  ion i- to r ,  Herr K b rr le in ,  

always unpopular in  Durban, ^ v r1 1 l c 1sed t n* hi a lack 

of phi 11 in the  handling o f  the ir< h es tr t  . Ids  r e p u ta t io n

i) i  S' ' t .  U VO, u. 3 ,  c o l .  6, "S a tu rday*8 Concert!'

o\ ’j t ' pj Nov. V VO, o. 3, col . , -'hon hil mi .

3 ) N.M. 3 June 16 VI, p. 4, co-' . 4, "Choral anion Cancer,! '









o r  e t  Race  m e e t i n g s  u n t i l  1 8 9 0 ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  no 

m e n t i o n  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  l a s t  two d e c a d e s  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  vwo v o l u n t e e r  a d s  g rew  i n t o  p e r m a n e n t  

m u s i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  18bG t h e  Band o f  t h e  N a t a l  M ounted  

R i f l e s  ( w h i c h  became t h e  D u r t  an  M o u n ted  R i f l e s )  was s t a r t e d  

w i t h  30 mem bers  by Mr. B. Lan* d e l l , f o r m e r l y  an  a c t i v e  

mera ler  o f  t h e  Town Band. '  I n  1887  i t  waa tr k e n  o v e r  by 

Bandmaster G i b b s .  The  Band o f  t h e  R a t a l  R o y a l  R i f l e s

s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  b a n d  o '  t h e  R o y a l  D u rb a n  Ri f l e e )  

made i t s  f i r s t  n u b i l e  a p p e a r a n c e  1*. A p r i l  1888  u n d e r  t h e i r

t r a i n e r  and  c o n d u c t o r  B a n d m a s t e r  O id n e y ,  t o r m e r l y  o f  t h e
3 )

6 4 t h  R e g i m e n t .  When t h e  N .O .R .  Band was d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  

1889  m o s t  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s  j o i n e d  t h e  N . k . R .  un r  

Mr. J .  P .  B1 i c t o r  o f  t n l e  new
4 )

o f  36 p l a y e r s . The Band w ie t r a i n e d  by a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

c o n d u c t o r s  i n  ae  many y e a r s .  Mr. B la c k m o r e  was s u c c e e d e d  

by B a n d m a s t e r  G. H ind  I n  1 8 9 1 ,  J h c r l e c  Hoby i n  1 8 9 2 ,  a n d  

Mr. G r a n t  i n  16 93.  On t h e  o t n c r  hand  B a n d m a s t e r  G i f t s  

r e m a i n e d  c o n d u c t o r  o f  t h e  N .M .R .  Band f o r  e t  l e a s t  s i x  y e a r s .

Tv-  N .M .R. and  N. <. St. Band; e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  

t h e  Tow G a r d e n s ,  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  D u rb a n  

C o r p o r a t i o n  t h e  r e m u n e r a t i o n  o f  £ 1 0 0  p e r  annum a n d  £50  p e r  

annum r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  t h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e i n g  made In  f a v o u r  

o f  t h e  b a n d  t h a t  was w i l l i n g  t o  p l a y  t o  t h e  nut  U c  m o r e  

f r e q u e n t l y .  F o r  t h e i r  p r o f i c i e n c y  and  r e p e r t o i r e  o f

1 ) 8 A p r i l  V  >, p .  3 .  < 1* 1 * ' ' ' '

2) 27 A,ig. 1' 7, P. ^  c o l .  6,  "D.M.R. S p o r t s ' . '

3', R ^ .  5 A p r i l  IH U I,  p .  2 ,  c o K .  a d v e r t .

O r g a n .





O t t o  S i e d l f



Durban  imd M a r l t y ,b u r g  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  h im  t o  g i v e  a p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  Htineel  u n d  G r e t e l  ( H u m p e r d i n c k ) , and o n e  o r c h e r t r d l
— y -

c o n c e r t .  R o t o n d o , who t r a v e l l e d  a l l  o v e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a , weib

n e v e r  i n  D u rb a n  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  k e  p t h e  o r c h e s t r a  r e a l l y

a c t i v e  a f t e r  1 8 9 6 .  C h a r l e s  Hob y ' b " S e l e c t  O r c h e s t r a "  o f  12

p i  ay e r e  w: . f  r»ned '  n  189,:  t o  p l a y  a t  " R e c e p t i o n s  D a n c e s  a n d  

S o i r e e ; " .  He f o r m e d  a n o t n e r  o r c l e r t r a  o f  20 p l i t y e r e  i n
3 )

O c t o b e r  1 6 9 6 .

W i th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  U r .  R. H. M a c d o n a ld  a s  B o ro u g h

O r g a n i s t  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  Mr. Kunz i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1 8 9 6 ,

t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c h o r a l  t j c l e t i e s  o f  l u r b a n

WB6 f o r i e d .  T h i s  » t c a l l e d  t h e  "D i r t a .n  M i s l e a d  A s s o c i a t i o n " ,

t h e  name t e i i . g  ; u g f  % t e d  by r .  O t t o  31 e< 1 e a t  i me* t i n g  h e l d
4 )

i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  Chant  o r  o f  t h e  Town H a l l  on 17 1 b r u a r y  1 896 .

I n  J a n u a r y  M a c d o n a ld  b a a  s i g n i f i e d  t o  t n e  p u b l i c  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  

o f  f o r m i n g  a t  l e a s t  t n r e e  s o c i e t i e s :  h c h o r a l  s o c i e t y  o f

a b o u t  100  v o i c e s ;  e e .all c h o i r  o f  20 v o i c e s  t o  p e r f o r m  a t

t h e  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  o r v  n r e c i t a l s  o n c e  a r.o: i h ; i nd rn
5)

o r c h e s t r a l  s o c i e t y .  I t  a l i o  h i  a w i s h  t o  h o l d  a g r a n d

m u e i c n l  l - n t l v a l  i n  J u l y  If  ?6 w i t h  f u l l  c h o r u e  m d  o r c h e s t r a .  

To b e g i n  t  U  M a c d o n a ld  had  t h e  f u l l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  D u r b a n ' s  

f o r m e r  c h o r a l  c o n d u c t o r , Mr. C r a n e , w h o , r o w e v e r , d i d  n o t  

r e m a in  v e r y  l o n g  i n  D u r b a n  a f t e r  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  

J o h a n n e s b u r g  an a t e a c h e r  o f  « i n g i n g  ? nd  v o i c e  p r o d u c t i o n .

1) N A 11 S '-p t . 1896 . i) .?>, c o l . 3 , " M u . l e a  1 and  D r a m a t i c  N o t e s
a l s o . l b  J  m e . . 3 , c o l .  4 ,  " S i g n o r  R o t o n d o ' s

C o n c e r t  V

2) N, 18 J u l y 1 8 9 2 , P* 3 ,  c o l . 4 , "D u rb a n  F i n e  A r t  E x h i b i t i o n

o . 17 Aug. 1 8 9 2 , P. 3 ,  c o l . 3 , a d v e r t .

3) M.A. 8 r c t . 1 6 9 6 , P* 3 ,  c o l . 1 , " M u s i c a l  and  D r a m a t i c  N o t e s "

4) N J l .
M.A.

18
18

F eb .
F e b .

1 8 9 6 ,
1 8 9 6 ,

P .
P .

3 ,  c o l .  
2 ,  c o l .

7 ,
8 ,

" D u rb a n  M u s i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
" D u rb a n  M u s i c a l  M a t t e r s "

6) N.M. 38 J a n . 1 8 9 6 , P* r>, c o l . 6 , a d v e r t .

6) N. A. 21 Aug. 1 6 9 7 , P- 3 ,  c o l . 4 " M u s i c a l  and D r a m a t i c  N o t e s
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Durtoan and  H a r l t ^ u r g  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  h im  t o  g i v e  a p r o d u c t i o n  

o f  H a n e e l  ».n.l G r e t c l  ( H u m p e r d i n c k ) , a n d  o ne  o r c h e r t r a l

c o n c - r t ! 1 H o t o n d o ,  who t r a v e l l e d  a l l  o v e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  was

n e v e r  i n  D u rb an  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  k e e p  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  r e a l l y

a c t i v e  a f t e r  1 8 9 6 .  C h a r l e s  H o b y ' a  " S e l e c t  O r c h e s t r a "  o f  12

p l a y e r s  was " ,  e d  i n  1 8 0 2  t o  p l a y  a t  " R e c e p t i o n s  D a n c e s  a n d

S o i r e e s " .  He fo rm e d  a n o t h e r  o r c h e s t r a  o f  CO p l a y e r s  i n

S)
O c t o l - r  1B96.

W i th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  U r .  R. H. M a c d o n a ld  a s  B o ro u g h  

O r g a n i s t  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  Mr. Kuna i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1 8 9 6 ,  

t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c h o r a l  s o c i e t i e s  o f  D u r b a n

.

t h e  name b e i n g  s u g g e s t e d  by Mr. C t t o  S l e d l e  a t  a m e e t i n g  h e l d

•

I n  J a n u a r y  M acd on a ld  h a d  s i g n i f i e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  

o f  f o r m i n g  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s o c i e t i e s :  a  c h o r a l  s o c i e t y  o f

a b o u t  100  vo l .  a ;  a r a l l  c h o i r  o f  20  v o i c e s  t o  p e r f o r m  a t  

t h e  Sun day  e v e n i n g  o r g  n r e c i t a l s  o n c e  a m o n th ;  a n d  an 

o r c h e s t r a l  s o c i e t y ' .  I t  w ss  a l s o  h i e  w i s h  t o  h o l d  a  g r a n d  

n u e ' c n l  f e s t i v a l  i n  J u l y  1896  w i t h  f u l l  c h o r u s  and  o r c h e s t r a .

. . . p i n  W i t h  U c n n l d  had  t h e  f u l l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  D u r b a n ’ s 

f o r  - r  c h o r a l  c o n d u c t o r ,  Mr. C r a n e ,  w ho ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  

r e m a in  v e r y  l o n g  1. D u r b a n  a f t e r  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o ^

‘c t l 0 P * _____

o n c e r t V

:

.) ILA. 8 O c t .  1 8 9 6 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  1 .  " M u s i c a l  a n d  Dram atic Notes!'

') N.M. 211 J a n .  1 6 9 6 ,  p .  c o l .  ' . ndvei t .

N.A. 21 Aug. 1 8 9 7 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .  4 " M u s i c a l  and  D r a m a t i c  N otes!'
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C h u r l *  Holy  > o n d u e t o r  o f  ,. :





Ov t h e

m l

i  t

ROCs m e l l  m u s l  

c h n n c e  o f  s u r v i v a l .

11

11:

oecome a p ’j r r e n t  i n  Durhfvn t h e t  s 

o u t  40 a c t i v e  m em bers  he  cl h i e i r  

i f f i c u l t y  o f  k e e p i n g  i n t a c t  a 

*n ex eriencecl zy »/ cOo 1 > O r a n e  

: ' i n a l  l y  r e  o r t e d  t o  much t h e  

i n V  i n l n , ’ t n e l r  own s e l e c t  c h o i r s .

M a c d o n a ld  * e S e l e c t  C h o i r  o f  1897  

C r  n e ' r  M l e  V i c e  C h o i r  s t a r t e d  

11 m u s i c  1 o c t e t  l e e  w r e  fo rm ed  

f  t  .e c e n t u r y .  One o f  them  w- s 

’’A ac 1 s t  Io n  o f  D urb a n  and  CoPBt

rie, S t .  P a u l  e ,

The

On*

■noa n ‘v r

•c 1 a 11 on .

N .t  . id J u n e  1 

N. I. 16  O c t .  1

F r r g

r r a n i s t  of S t.  P a u i  

t l v a l .  The f i r s t  

tl * r Schoolroom i n  

>n Brown conducted a 

" h r  >e o n ly ,  f e s t i v a l  

O t h e r  m u s i c a l  

■>f the  War and t h e  

t h e  "Went C o u n t r y  

i r s b u r g )  fo rm e d  oy 

S t .  M ary ’ i n  

f.i’i n r r r t e  t o  r a i s e

>v . i 1 a "i ••

i " A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D u rb a n

"Durban f e s t i v a l  C h o i r

o i .

o l .

" P e n t ! v a l  S e r v i c e " .

"Wei t  C o u n t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  1"
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which they c o n f i d e n t l y  o f f e r e d  t o  the  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  N or  

wps m u s ic  ten ch in  r e n t i r e l y  n r o f e f  ;5 lom t l  n a t t e r .  In 1851  

vr , S. H. H u n t ,  a Durban l n Inecn man v.no < evoted much of  

nip r n o r e  t i m e  t o  od 'A o rk a " ,  m a i n l y  na t h e  a e c r e t n r y  o f  

the D u rb an  Temnernnce S o c i  -t-/, a d v e r t l r e d  h l r  "Singing S c h o o l "  - 

course o f  60 l^aRone a t  th reeoence  per  leet-on f o r  a d u l t s  

nnd one pen y f o r  y o u t h e .  the  proceeds t o  be "apn l ied  to  t h e  

r.or 1 : d m i l  g l  >uv I n t e r e  t i  >f t h -  community". P e r h a p s

profession 11 am In r.unle t  a c t . I t  t i  r t t n  w ith  a c e r t a i n

,

.,nd 3 dvert.lt  ' . " i n s t r u c t !  >n to c h i ld r e n "  t nd to the public
2)

in general in  the  a r t  of  > lanoforte  p lay in g .

Hus1c t e a c h in g  woe the  su b s id ia ry  s e rv ic e  o f fe red  i n
f . r t e

A notice  prominently l i o l i  ved m the f ro n t  pa, e o f  the f i r s t

l e r u e  o f  the  X a t a l  here try dated  5 N ovem ber  1852 a d v e r t i s e d

"Hr. Dante ' Hull ju n io r"  '> "Profee or o f  xualc ’ (or te ac h e r

of m us ic ) , t. > t. r t  f •. >r' n t  • r t  o f  'd r  p ro f e s s io n a l  it 1
-for* e>v

being h l r  r . ’e r t '  I: to  4 une r. r -  a i r  r ianoa.  Oeor/

Vinniconte, who wvr n o n  a l l y  r  1 tent in Larltzmurg at o.it

the year 1, wt ano ther  t  acher of muric whose mam source
- f o r t  -is _

of  Inc or ■ » tu n  I i v  oi n ■*; '■ ""r  - " r ' D i r  ''

e t 6 t l o i . t r  I k: D ■: r.' ' lr: t  ncc l l r h -  .1 v i o l i n i s  t ,  a d v e r t ! e - a

hlr ,n i l -  ar a pinna tu n -r  nnd i c p n l r r r  who *• a w i l l i n g  to g iv e  

leerona In v i o l i n  p i , y i n  . H" t .0 found I t  neceraary to p ly

1) -yyf. S e p t .  1-: I .  P .  : . ‘ • 1 '  n < l w r t * S' '

■

<l) The nor* won > f t e n  • t. Fr" • •



which t h e y  c o n f id e n t ly  of ierec t  to  the  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c .  N or 

Vl r m ueic  t e a c h in g  e n t i r e l y  a p ro fe n a io n n l  m a t te r .  I n  1851 

pr. S. H. H u n t , a D u r b a n  b u a i n e e t  men who devoted much o f  

jlie p p n re  time to  ‘V - >d workn” , m a i n l y  a s  the  n e c r e t e r y  o f  

the Durban Terrp-'-r1 n e e  3oci ity, n d v c r t l e c l  hie "S in ;  i n g  S c h o o l " - 

n course o f  60 leaeonB a t  th reepence  p e r  l e e s o n  f o r  a d u l t s  

Rnd one nanny fo r  youthf, , the proceeds t o  be  "a; l i e d  t o  t h e  

moral nd r e l l g l  '•ue i n t  -revtp o f  th-* conununl t y P e r h a p s  

p r o f e s s i o n  11 rm i n  munic t--nchir r t a r  ted w ith  a c e r t a i n  

.

And advert  lP ‘ d Min$ , t ruc t l  >n to c h i ld re n "  m e  to  the  p i b l l c  

in general in  the a r t  »f i a n o fo r te  p lay ing .

Murtc teach in g  was the  s u b s id ia ry  s e rv ic e  o f fe red  in
f r t e

t u n e r s .

A n o t i c e  p r o m i n e n t l y  d i s p l a y e d  ?n t h e  T r e n t  p a g e  r ' t h e  . i r r t

i s e u e  o f  t h e  N a t a l  Merc t r y  d a t e d  15 Novrnber 1862 a d v e r t i s e d

'

o f  m u s i c ) ,  t h e  r t  In; ir* n t  v r t  o f  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u t i e s
- f o r t

k .

Vinnicomtc, who wm n o r r n l l y  r-;-i  > n t  in U ar i tzburg  ai out

th e  y e a r  * '  a n o t h e r  t e a c h e r  o f  m u s i c  w nose  m a i n  s o u r c e
- for t or ,  _  . ,

3f  incon-.f ■ t u r  Lng • * :  ' r  1 :‘f °  '

e t n t i o n e r  a nd  D u r b a n 1! f i r s t  necom l lB h t -d  v i o l i n i s t ,  a d v e r t i s e d  

himself  nr o l a n o ^ t u n c r  and  r e p a i r e r  who w e  w i l l i n g  to g i v e  

l es sons  in  v i o l i n  p in  y in ,  . H t o  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p l y

1) N/r.  26 S e p t .  3 >1, p. i .  <• * 1 ' e d v e r t .  Sec p . ^ l .

2)  D * U r •. Mr, Ad v o ^ c  6  vx *t . ,  '■ * * » ' ■ • •

4)  The name w . r  ) f t e n  u e ' f  ̂r  7 ' ' ! •



1)
lli6 t rade  bo th  in  Durban ■ nd h'y r i  tau u rg .  I r a  Hiral

11827-Iti7b) a "Profvi . o r  ot Kuaic" 1‘roin L iverpool  wlio a r r iv e d
8)

in Dure n in  18<*4 o f fe re d  u v,id ranan of m usical  s u b j e c t s ;

b u t . a f t e r  s e t t i n g  h im se l f  u ai a t e a c h e r  o f  " the p ia n o fo r te ,

organ, ha nr. on im.., vii ging - nd tne  theory  o f  .-.luuic", he
f r t o s

, ifcrverec t h n t  the  to- ing an r e p a i r i n g  o f  piano* wr.c more 

lu c ra t iv e ;  bes ide  which he had the  agency f o r  the

*

helped 1 im to »• * b i t  h a f l o t r l ;  hir.g rnue- c - s e l l l n g  buoineer  

",t v: i c  We; t S t r e e t .  Nt v* r t  ei  ere , muric t e a c h i n g  had  been 

hie er r l i e r  enr- ■ r; for  he r o : ' f sed  t o  have had s i x t e e n
3 )

ye r. ’ tei in  " < x er lencv  in Li V'-r o >1.

Mrs. J .  O’d 1 t t  v o a r r  ive i in  D irt: r. a r ,ut the year  lo5|

was : roba: ly  the ; ovt  g i f t e d  o tae e a r ly  te a c h e rs  in  the

Town. S e : r. * c>.: ; e fo re  th-- Dun an u b l ic  in  1854 as

f " teacher o f  1 n ' f o r t e  an . ing ing"  nd o f . e r e d  her s e rv ic e s
4 )

sc the pif ni e t  > t " ua r i l ' e  • • t i e ; " .  In 1H61 (as

organ!rt  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  C h) .• added to her  l i s t  o f

rrofet" v 1 rail t e r - i c c u  " t •• • r *‘ -ae r. z '.  ut teachers

of mu ic  we.ro o o l ig ed  *•: o f f e r  the p u b l ic  something more 

than ne r m . ic 1 er ronai ' i r g ,  * ho "ore a t t r a c t i v e  t ocl s i

.

Mr . Jo ' y , ' d r t "1 r.- the >1 meer muric teach e r  of 

D u r m ,  w . 'T_- rviow d with  . ••ven.l -‘lef int s o c ia l

aCcoBi! l i rh rv  nt; n w ; wl 1 li e to tench  T *• f no 1 >rte p .: i r.g,

French and I t a l i a n ;  t wol1 nv Cr i f h ,  hue . ng ant

1) K.W, 7 Nov. 1’ 1 , p. 4, c u l .  f v e r t .

. .

3) r .  M. 16 "I . I •?», »• 1 ♦ (‘ ,1 • 5 » n ev e r t .

4) h . M. :VJ Mar. I d  5 4 ,  p .  4 ,  c o l .  D, M.Vf r t .

5) i;., . 5 3 p t .  1861, p. 1. COl. b, < "vei-t.





1 )
best mactero .

I t  i e  n o t  known how p r o f i c i e n t  t h i b  e a r l y  n i s i c  t e a c h i n g

, t,ut  i t  d id  p repare  t...e v,. y fo r  the teac h in g  of ram i c  i n

;Ch o l e .  I n  o t h ' - r  p a r t s  o f  N t r l  e c h o o l  ram. i c  hf d p r o g r e s s e d

. ,re r a p id ly .  Av e a r ly  a; Jun-  1 71, a t  S t .  Mary *b, R ich m o n d ,

ore hr; . Lon/hun t v. . the  P r i n c i p a l ,  ; . chool c o n c e r t  war

given ly  t v u 1 1 . ,  n<: u r ic  rlz.m were < ardec .  One

descr ip t ion  o f  t h i s  . chool et  i ted t h a t  the new b u i l d i n g s

J3r: i , ' ted  t t  e end of 1 "1 c mt »inec t , i v  - v. u  i c  rooms.

At the r • r .e . oho -1, in \ o i l  1 $74, chora l  c c - n c e r t  i n c l u d e d

e l - c t i  :x f r  m Mo: r t  ’ . Twc’ . t h  i . . .  h rv ■ I *. •••' . . ia:p,

«

I t  i s  i i g n i f i c  Jit % , S t .  Lit r y ' e ,  Richmond, wrs a

private  schoo l ,  fo r  i t  w r I t o  th< p r i v a t e  schools  i n  D u r b a n

Schoo ls  under t h e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o f  - - Education

Department have fo r  many y e a rs  include,,  . l e t ‘ t in g in g  ae a 

pies? -it ivor.il  r fro:: - * r l  out i tuc it 1 , .Vh i.g more

than t h i s  be ing  :or 1 ort n rxpam Ive 1 uxury n c e r . - 1 t o t i n g  

the employment o f  s e v e r a l  t p e c i? H o t  ter c-.ers : or t r a i n i n g  i n

•

century, & _ 1 ,h prop?" ware in c l in e d  to d ism is s  music es 

e s s e n t i a l l y  a fes m in e  accomplirhraent -  one o f  the i r i p p e r i t  s 

of education  fo r  young I s  : i^e who in I n t e r  W e  woulo no,

.ve to rn l i v i n g .

.  .

RicSimone
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Two Bchooli: in  Durbi n mrOe the  r tudy  o f  rnuBic a a p o d a l  

feoture o f  ec uc.' t i o n  f o r  g i r l r , : the Convent o f  the  Holy

,

in 1675; and the  Durban Young Ladies ' C o l le g ia te  I n s t i t u t i o n

foun •‘d in  1377. Th<- C^nv n t  , n t r ) a.aad tiio f i r  st o f  many

school concerts  which 1 c me a f e a tu r e  of Durban ochool

c t i v i t i e r  a t  the  i id -ye  r  nd the  -nd o f  the  y e . r .  Thla

f i r e t  c o n c e r t , h Id in Decern': e r  1 76 nd d esc r ib ed  db a

" l i t e r a r y  n<. r.u ie  <.1 .it r t  in e n t ", wa. devoted m in ly  to
-for

pianos piece.- nt; r.  a . I t  w hr* ver the Durban Young

'

.

Durban L nV C o l l -  i t  I n s t i t u t i o n  t er n w i th  the a r r i v a l  

from gnglnnd of Hi U th c r ,  w o had be-n ? p u p i l  a t  the 

Royal AcAcVvny of  Mu. ic  in  London. She wr.r engaged to te ac h

•

nd Pr-nch.  T J:>' ’ • “ " r r. >  v "  c o n c e r t s ,  which

1 ? t e r  on -c r t  ~i" D .r' n • * *• ' • :I>♦  ̂ v‘ “

in 167j ,  t h -  f i r  t  r ■ lag . v-n In Dec tr of t i  i t  y ea r ,  with

■

.

a :'rench C n 11 n • io, : t e r  >me • e r len ce  :o an o p e r a t i c  

s inger,  a . e t t  d in  D irban. 3 $ clayed the  accompanimenta 

on th t  o 'c  ; i m l '  T ' - ' r l - o f -  rear ,  or Chrii tmae. Concerts 

re a means o f  dem onstra t ing  to oaren ts  the ex te n t  of the 

ch i ld ren * ; rchlev- r ' a t .  I t  ; is ' > • # * 1 11 1 ' *'’>r

1) & .C. • D - r .  1 1 , . , c o l .  ■. " L o ca l  n C e n t a l ' * .

2) 14 Aug. 1 7 7 .  p .  4 .  c o l  . » v * .

3) v g .  14 Aug. 1 7 7 .  n .  . c o l .  » . a d v e r t .





T T
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,

j r  June IB 2 ho ve h e r  f i r n t  m n i c  u; i l f  1 c o n c e r t  i n  t h e

f i . lgar H 11 -  M very v trie d ••at.- rt: iiunerit v. i t h  part-songs,
-foz -u ,

vocal s o l o s ,  d u e t s ,  t r i o r  , rad )innoA ro lo i  , and ft I' d ie e

v- , i r  o f  17 mem err '.vhieh i r conVacted.

In 1 «> 1.1)'. Irn- a t  llov lot  t ,  -It > rroi.. the  a . A.M.,
- f u t  , V l C. i n -

ivert iccd  hi it I f  ■ ; to; :hor >f the -it nc^ f  " l l o  nd
2)

i

He hftd r e c e i v e d  h i s  t r a i n i n g  at n t i n g e r  a t  t h e  Mi lan  

Gone<>rv t o i r e ;  • ic t n i t  t h i i  t ime  Mi u r i c e  e r r a n t i ,  a

v i o l i n i s t  t r i l l  .1 »t ‘. i . -  1 rui It Com erv.  t o i r e ,  s e t t l e d  in

j i r lutn.  A l l  t h e  ? t< •: jr: ( i n c l u d i n g  ■ r. . A t : n e o n ) w e re ,  

:.t d i f f e r e n t  »>v i o d e , on t h e  i.u. i c  . t  f f  o f  t h e  Dur^ an Young

Li l 8* Coll •; te I n s t i t u t i o n .

In 1‘ 3 th e  Lj lee* C o l le g e  w e the f i r s t  Dur a n  school

t 0 o f f e r  t A r  • f  c. 1 t r -  ir in.*.  T e us c t

o f  f our  c o m  Li * o f  t .e L y P r i n c i  • f. l  ( 1 ■ Carr 1 wno

'

.

.

( erh the f i r  t  in Durban) to  form t sc h o o l  c • *r:i
v l o , - - f u l  j ,

■

c o m ^ te n t  c . t r l n / -  , U y  re  on th,- r t r l n g - p U . y l n g  Boon

became f n e h l o n o t  l e  ■ .ong echo 11

1 )  3 r - -  .  1 ^ 7

3) HjX. h i  J u l y  1 - cl,  p .  <.  ’ I .  1. - v e r t .

3) 3 c  .



,

• ,iore 1°: ° i’. h r  ve c r  I ' i r r t  music •u.-ils ‘ con ce r t  in  the

Hf 11 -  » Vf-ry v r l  d n t  r t  in  i-mt w i th  p r r t - s o n g c ,
*<fvr u ,

c a l  solos ♦ d u e t r ,  t r i o ;  , r;d i  inoA ro lo r . , -md b l a d i e s
1)

c h o i r  o f  17  menu e r v  w h i c h  a h -  c > n d u e t e d .

In  l< 3 U r .  -Jrn.’r t  H o v . l e t t ,  1 o Tom t h e  A . K . ,

i v e r t l e e d  hi:..; I f  t  h- r  , f  t h e  -i noA / l e l l o  n d
2)

He hed r e c e i v e d  . i s  t r  Inln^ at a ; lng r a t  the L il ian

C•'n e rv .  t o i  r e : d a o i t  t h i . t : .• . • ui"- c e  e r r  n t l ,  a

v l o l i n i P t  t r  invd t t . . e  Bru 1b Com erv t > i r e ,  s e t t l e d  i n

Durian. A ' the e t -  r ( in c lu d in g  i l l ' . . A t<1 neon) were,

t ’. i f f -  r nt t;i . d. , or. tne .. c . *- : i .►! * •* D^r'un loung
4 )

L 1 V OoV  i r  e I  . t i t  . t i : > n .

In I -  5 the  La Vu ' C o l l  Tie w v the f i r s t  Dorhan rcho.A

o f  four co  ; l P 4e ; o f  the  L* ty P r i n c i ' a l  (HUE C a m p b e l l ) ,  who

.

■

,

(perhr: th e  f i r s t  in Durban) t o  form a sc h o o l  o r c i v r - t r a
V i o l a -  -fur , ,  .

1) 8 ' v  . l i  7
v e r t .

3) See . ^

i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  D u rb a n  Academy ol
.

i. . . . a  v. t t  r e d  f ro m  t h e  L a d l e s  oo l  l e g e
.

i n  IB o' . (N.M. 9 J a n .  1 ()»
c o l .  1 a d v e r t . )

5) N.M. 19 Dec. 1885, p. 2, c o i r .  ■' , A :,dverte 
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c o n c e r t s  were made more v a r ie d  and more i n t e r e s t i n g  by t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of a school o r c h e s t r a  which v: an i n t e g r a l  p e r t  o f

the  l i f e  o f  the  School . In a d d i t io n  to the two c o n c e r t s  

, y e a r  i n  J u n e  a n d  D e c e m b e r  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  c h a m b e r  c o n c e r t  

war a l s o  a p o e r i b i l i t y .  Usually  th e se  were h e l d  i n  t h e

.

In am ' in t  I <6 ri L a d l e s '  Col  lege O r c h e s t r a  and  C h o i r  was 

formes u n d e r  t h e  j  1 s t  co n  u c t o r i h l o  o f  K e s s r o .  H e w l e t t  end

F e r r a n t i ,  o p e n i n g  i t i  r  n k s  t o  la  i e s  o u t r i d e  t h e  s c h o o l ;

and a t  "Brei  1 ini - u s "  .-•n.cert os 1 Dec- . b e r  1- 6 L r .  H e w l e t t  

conducted an orch-.  t r n  o f  1 I -y e re  ( t e n  v i o l i n s ,  a v i o l a ,

1887 wp.i a gr*' t  mui i c i  1 ye  r  f o r  D u r b a n  and f o r  t h e  

L a d i e s '  C o l 1 e g e .  I n c l u b  i n -  U r y  C a m p b e l l ,  t h e  P r i n c i p a l ,  

t h e r e  v- r e  t e v- n t e a  e r e  en  a d. i n  * he t e a c :  m g  o.  m u s i c ;
4)

s p e c i a l  c o u r s e s  * e r e  o f f  - r e d  I n  t h e  Hi.  ‘ o r y  c * l i u s i c ;  two 

new s i n g i n r  t e  c e r a ,  Hi ?' I n t y r e  r J»r. H. C. O r e c r ,

had j o i n e d  th< s t a f f ;  R e r : - n y i ' e  v i i i t  i n  t h a t  y e a r  was an 

i n s p l r n t i  n t o  11 m u s i c  l o v e r s ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l  v t o  t h o s e  who

whose t r e m e n d o u s  e n t h u s i a s m  f a r  o u t - w e i g h e d  any  q u a l l f i c n t i o n r .
• )

he may ( o r  ay n o t )  have  i ,p r e s s e d  wot  th< r u s t  v e r s :  t i l e

musician i n  Durbi n i r  t h o s e  c. iyi . Tnr  c l a s s e s  he  s t s . r t e d  

during t h e  e a r l y  p o r t  o f  188(  on t h e  A e r t h e t l c a l  S t u d y  o f  t h e

1) 3 - '  . 5 ^

2) NjJi .  4 Aug.  1 b ,  p .  1 , c o l .  " ,  s i v r s t .

2 )

OJ
a c h o i r  o f  < 5.

A. I i i -  * V" • . V
,

5) He claimed to h ve 
o f  Ph i  If e l p h l a " .  (b-. :  
"He r r  Btjerl1 in  Again . )
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Art o f  Music must have iven the  r.iusicf 1 p u b l ic  a new
1)

c r i t i c a l  approach to  th e  s u b je c t .

One s e r io u s  we knee: in  mu: ic t e a c h in g  in  S o u t h  A fr ican  

echoo l e  h a s  been inade u t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  m u s i c a l  t h e o r y  

nd the a r t  o f  com pos i t ion .  In 1 < when h r r . B e v i e s

r e s i g n e d  from the  mu. 1c s t a f f  o f  the LacUet1 C o l l « g e  h e r  p l a c e

wae taken by Mi so Fnm: :•< , I .H .A.V. "a b r i l l i a n t  p i a n i s t  and
3)

11 stir. ;ish- d in  the  hr r -h* t >f 1 nr >r.y mix. Instrum entation^

In a n t i c i  a t  ion  o f  her a r r i v a l  Li •? C o l le g e  a d v e r t i s e d  en

e x t e n s i o n  to  the music : -11 abus  in  the* form o f  "an advanced
4 )

c l  a 66 for  Hsmony ■ :A  Co in ter;  >lnt". A: e a r l i e r  i t  t e m p t  t o

I n t r o d u c e  mu. l e a l  coir.po. i t i  in in to  the or<. inary course o f

t r i e d  t o  nu ke  m u p l c i a n e  I  r  t i e r -  < u c a t e d  p e o p l e  by  i n c l u d i n g
5 )

the . udy >f : i e m  1 >r i in  a i . curr icu lum . By the

y t  . r  18P I 'h t v. . d e s c r l l  »d r £ "Theory, Con.position and  ̂

Harmony" w- , genet* l l y  a ccep ted  p a r t  i f  murleal t r a i n i n g ;

eometln.ee c o u r s e  in Mu c e l  >rr .=n< H istory  r>* Music was
7',

o f fe r e d .

A. r-iuf i c  ter ei. :rr vert* o n ' /  a r t - t im e  ae 1 t . in ts  

changes in  the  music r t i  f  1 o f  the La if p Co1. ’> were

frc iuent. In 1 e r r a n t 1 a> undone^ u ; i c  t - s c a i n g  ' or .

1) 1 J :n. 1 . : • • ) l '  ' Bdvr:*‘ .

.

. .
Col lege" .

4) t U i .  31 J o n .  1 8 8 9 ,  p .  s ,  c o l .  6 , e d v e r t .

b) K. 1 . 30  n .  !»(■», p .  1 . c o ' . • '

6) 13  I p .  I .  c o l .  7 ,  O v e r t ,  by  S i g n o r  Bento
R otondo .

7) N.M. 29 O c t .  1 6 9 6 ,  p .  -» Cn 1 • 1 ' !i' ' C' 1 *

■
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1)
, th^ J u n i o r  S c h o o l  o f  trie L d i e s  C o l l e g e , rid on 
1 2)

^ the r  occi  ' i o n  t h e y  - e r e  - l a y  d : >rch t r n l  $ l i t e .

jjueic tv; i n i  Hr in  o th  r  L#ur nr. v-v . - r ler  ; v a r ie d .

v0r  y e a r e  th« Conv n t  ke t  t o  t h e  o l d  way t e a c h i n g  p u p i l s  t o
■-1 I 1

. t  o p e r e t t a s .

3 L r i n j - p l e y l n j  v e t h  r< f o r e  n-; l o o t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  n s t r i n g
' )  -for ,e

l u a r t e t  wrv. p e r fo r m e d  a t  t  e e c h o  >1 i n  1 6 J S .  The planc^ was

tht '  r i n c l p ;  1 u- l e i  1 s t \y  . n t  i r e  m n u t  1 coi  c e r t  i n  1994 

t v  mnny s r  t w e n t y - f o u r  • i n n i r f r  :: d e  t h e i r  t >•;t r a n c e  i n  t h e  

cou r se  o f  t h e  ov n i n ^ . The v i o l i n  v . : t  t h i :  t i m e

r e c o g n i s e d  a s  r> s u i t a b l e  i n B t r u i n e n t n l  s t u d y  f o r  s c h o o l  

c h i l d r e n ;  t u t  i n  t h e  1 8 ,C t h e  m a n d o l i n e  t f c r a i e  :‘t. ph i  on a b l e  

nd v t t  i t  b o t h  t  t h e  C o n v e n t  nd t r ie  L: d i e t ’ Col l e g e .

.

p l ayed  I n  n e n s e m b le  o f  two m a n d o l in e s  and f i v e  v i o l i n s ,
- f o r  t t

a welcome ch n g e  from t h e  t  >ur—p i t  ent>< - l e s  c * p r i i e r

,

s c ho o l  u t h o r i  t i e s  u r -  *!  l i n g  t o  I n c l u d e  r t r i r g - p l n y i n g  a s

p r r t  o f  6 C h i l d * f  i s i c  ’ t r  l i n i n g .

D u rb a n  H i gh  3ch o  >1, f o u n d e d  i n  196( , i r  t h e  o l d c i  t  . c n o o i

only  s c h o o l  I n  M a t ? 1 i n  w h i c h  c l e a r  t i n v l n g  was n o t  b e i n g  

t a u g h t . ^  T h e r e  i s  no  m • 3r d  o f  ny n u e l c n l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n

1) T h i s  woe p a r t  o f  n d r  mint i s e c  v«-r. i : n  o:  &  ,i '  W J1
■

i n  t h e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( A f r i c a n * ) ,  Joh-  n,< '

.

3) H . u .  20 Dee .  18 93 .  p .  1 .  e o l .  S  C o n v e n t
fom g  L a (11 ' r " .

. .
t h e  Holy P, i l l :  ' •
6) M . V . 1 M 6 , 6 .  , o ( .  h .  " T h ,  O o n » , n t  S c h o o l  ' .

. .
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j pjner, Forbes,  headmae t e r  o f  the B e r c  Academy, Muegn-ive Road, 

nea ot l e a s t  two com >etent muvlclr.nv on the s t a f f .

0 .  D u f f 1 1 1 ,  b e t t e r  ' nown m. n o r  i n  b o l d e r ,  a n d  

t vfli n e r  o f  c n i l d r e n ’ t c h o i n  , t :  u ^ h t  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  m u e i c  

. n,> v i o l i n  p l a y i n g , a n d  ! r .  C. H ow V - t t  g a v a  l e n a o n B  on t h e

91
Ladles1 O o l l e g iR t e  Marlt , .burg. The  Berea High Ichool for  

>irl8 s i t u a t e d  In Mu. grave Road h-id n music rtafi" of four

■

t a u g h t  t  e ' l  nf.* T he  G i r l s '  H ig h  S c h o o l  i t  t h e  St.  P a u V s  

Sch oo l roo r . ,  w h i c h  . t i o d  I n  Pe -t m  .!j i o f f  S ? . i t h  S t r e e t ,

es ta b l ish ed  the  t e  ch ln g  o f  music " p r a c t i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l
4 )

in 1693 when the echo 1 w - i found-d.

p r l / . e e  fv  r u s l c  r ; l i e ,  at n encouragtir ient  Gad an

Incentive to f u r th e r  p r o g r e s s ,  were, o f f e r e d  In a number of

y e a r  a b o u t  f o u r  p r i s e s  " « r e  a w a r d e d  a t  t h e  Young L a d l e e '  C o l l e g e

‘

'

spec ia l  i r l z e  a t  the Berea Academy fo r  theory  o f  m usic .  He 

also he lped  to  e s t i  o l l n h  the Jenn ie  S tu a rt  Memorial P r iz e  f o r  

music and s i n g i n g ,  in  memory o f  Jane Ann 3 t ,u .~ t ,  young 

Durban c i :  - r (aged 21) who wna drowned a t  Tonga t or.

5 May 189P: the t . t  c o l l e c t e d  provided the  c a p i t a l

for a music p r i z e  awarded an n u a l ly  to a s c h o o l  g i r l .  U  was 

present? '  a t  the  G ir in '  Model Sch " l  in  Gale I t r e - t  y

In,  ). 3^ O

17 jn n .  W - 3 ,  P. 1. 7 ' AC"d"my" -

t 16  J n n .  1 8 9 3 ,  P- • °  ' _



1)
nnufa  e p p e a r i m c e  on  t h e  e c h o  >1 p l a t f o r m  on  p r i z e  d r y .  How 

i t  cemie n b o u t  t ' . m t  t h l b  m e m o r l n l  p r i z e  do o r i e n t e d  I n t o  on 

w *rd by t h e  N a t a l  E d u c a t i o n  D e p e r t n n m t  f o r  p r o f i c i e n c y  I n  

A r i t h m e t i c  I n  h e r d  t o  u n d e r :  t n d .  Tfu Dune n . . . o e ^ o l ,

, o r i e l  P r i z e  v a l u e d  a t  £ b  l a  s t i l l  a w a r d e d  e a c h  y e a r  a t  

Lfld l e a '  c o l l e g e .  I n  1-lt i a t  t h e  C o n v e n t  S c h o o l  a 

r p e c l a l  p r i z e  o f  a g o l d  w a t c h  m e  a w a r d e d  o n  " t h e  y e a r ' s

* 0 !

v l a y i n g  a n d  ti s p e c i a l  p r i z e  l o r  h a rm o n y .

A n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  er ou t 'age :  e n t  t o  p u p l  a warn i u c c e e a  I n  

a u e l c  e x a w l n a t l o n r .  I t  war  H e r r  j S b e r l e l n  who f i r s t  

r a c o n  e n d e d  t o  D u r b a n  t e .  e h e r a  t n  t  t . . e t r  n u p l l a  b e  a l l o w e d  

t , u te  T r i n i t y  C o l l -  - • x a m l n r t l  me. I n  IBS;', p u p l l i  f r o r .  

the  C o n v e n t  H ig h  S c h o o l  w e r e  e n t e r e d  f o r  a T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  I n  a  ' c e l  k n o w l e d g e  ( t h e o r y ) ;  a nd  i n  t h e   ̂

f o l  owing  y e a r  t h e r e  w -T e  e - v - r  .1 m t r  . n t e  f rom  f . e  L n c l e a

.

elaoat werld-wl U • the  mtronf •- >f S ir  John S t a i n e r ,

the Bngllah  o r g a n i s t  an 1 cor ,aer .  the South A fr ican  College 

of Musicians was e a t  d i s h e d  In l a i B .  w ith  Kbcrlein  as I t s  

f irst  •'•■slde.it. T i l s  I n s t i l  i t l u n  o f f e r e d  opportunities 

to men snc‘ women to p r - s e n t  th e m se lv e s  for examination in 

Elementary or Higher M usica l  Knowledge w ith  the o b je c t  of

A s s o c i a t e ,  o r  F e l l o w s  v  t h e  O o U e . - e .  I n  ld91> t h e  U n l v c r r l t y

: L h : t ' : : : k : " :  the
R x om in n t1 on o f  19? •

5) NjM. 28 J u n e  18  J .  p .  » .  » ’ "Young
School"'1.
4) 27 J u n e  1 8 9 0 .  p .  3 .  c o l .  3 .  " C o n v e n t  S c h o o l " .

'

.exi "M ar L c n l " ,



L
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"Mf i cdona ld -Smi th  a y e t e m  f o r  r n p i d  a c q u i t  I t l o n  o f  ) e r f a c t  

t ouch  e n d  t e c h n i q u e " .

•

In 1396,  f o r  i n r t u n c e , we r e n d  t h n t  1; 1 t h e  ct nv l  i t t t . - s  I n

t h e o r y  o f  m u s i c  f r o m  M i r a  ’' e n d n i l '  S c h o o l  ( i . e .  t h e  B e r e a  

Hi-h S c h o o l )  h a d  p e , a - d  w e l l  i n  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  Bxamin -

.

L.  J a c  r  n ' r  s p e c i a l  r i z e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  h i g h e r . t

n;f.r X8 i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i v i s i o n

The h i g h  o r e .  t i g e  o f  t h e  .’r l n i t y  Col l e g e  was m a i n t a i n e d  

by eorne o f  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m u s i c i a n s  who came o u t  a s  

e x a m i n e r s ,  r nd  t h e  v l u e  ) f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w e n t  f u r t h e r  

than  t h e  m e r e  p a r c h ,  - n t  a w a r d e d .  The  n o n  g i f t e d  c a n  i t e r

In 1397 D r .  K>r ion 8 i  u r  a  , < T r i n i t y  Co.  leg*'  ' n e r  *01

s i n g i n g ,  p r e d i c t e d  a g r e a t  f u t u r e  f o r  Ada - o r r e r t  >• o 

Fub e e q u en t ' . y  e r r o l l e d  «i e  e t u d e r . t  e t  t l . e  S o y n l  Acadenjr  

i n  London .

U t . l e  i =  1 r.own o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  C o l  e g .  o r  K u e l o , L o n d o n  

w h ich ,  l i k e  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  nd  t l . e  L ondon  C o l l e g e ,  h e l d  

e x m l n e t l o n e  I n  N e t e l  I n  !■ , 6 ; n u t  f o r  r e r l o u e  n t u d e n t o  o f  

c u e l c  a  , t. •-.■cent b y  ,  c e r t a i n  Mr.  O e o r g e  Andrew s o f  

M a r l t z b u r g  I n  t h e  y e a r  l b : , ?  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u f f i c i e n t  to 

c o n d o m  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  no an e x w l n i n g  t .odyt

St)

i n e t e e u t h  c e n t u r y  
T ob l o r  I a t t h n y .

■

a) N.M. 31 Aug.  1* 97 ,  P .  4 .  6 >
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i t y  vo ■ • u e r - ' l l y  i e l t  t>y ih-  Ltuu t- n t i  o r
l;f . .V town • nd  t h e  v i c i -  t y  o f  )ce  Lon; I  ueieh i  

.

ivin>' r' o e r l  . o t  c o ’ c e r t t  t h e  a r t ic u la r :;  = ud
,

n <*iret c o n c e r t  ot the  r.- r i  I; t o take '  l a c e  i n1̂V\ g w vr - - -
"y y/ood ’ v La!1 ‘ , ’ '• /

T-( whb m e  o f  tru f i r ;  t conc« r t t  i n  D u r b a n  a t  w h ic h

^ c o n c e r t  w;v / - ;  t .U < / -  f o r  t :  r  \ h o  i n t e r  d e d  s t a y i n g

::r the O u t d r i v e  P a r t y  a f t e r w a r d s .

A v; v t i n g  i 111 t r  ry  I rid I! Town wr. . iv'ayt - r. deotvnd

•■'T c o n c e r t s  t-.nv d a n c e v ,  b e .  i d e r  b e i n g  i n v i t e d  t o  p l a y  i n

■

Mtb K e g lm m t  v . r e  e t . ' t l  n o d  i n  B o r u m ,  i -  B »rd  i n d . r  t t e l r  

e n c a c t o r  K e r r  Wle b  o h e r  g a v e  r e .  , U r  . e r f o r m a n d e *  on  t h e

■

.

in Toro, e r r e r  ;ed  < - t e n  I  r l 0 «

td v e r t i e e d  t h e m  vi r i c u r l y  r ,  "i i  e e l  ' r .eoue  - u t ..........

en te r ta in ,  e n t r " o r  "- ri 1 r t e « ,  . - V e. n  r o d u o i n g

.

,  very v e r e e t i U  : . - e l e l a n .  The r  y n e W .p e „ e ,  r e p o r t s  o« 

concerts  w e re  n t  o n l y  ■ u.c .ur .g lr  ! »t in fe c t e d  wi t h  « . * U -

' c i v i c  r . e ;

. \ a n d v e r t .
1) M *  9 J u n e  i v  J ,  r .  •'-« °  ’ * *
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' •M esara  H a y g o r t H  s n d  T a y l o r  i C o n c e r t  on  
Tuesday e v e n i n g  war. o n e  o f  t h e  me i t  s u c c e s s f u l  
m n q ic a l  e n t e r t s i n n e n t a  e v e r  g i v e r  i n  t h i s  p l a c e .
The w e l l - k n o w n  t a l e n t s  o f  Mr. Hs; z n r t h  an d  h i  a 
f i r m e r  a s s o c i a t e s  w e r e  a b l y  a n /  t e d  by h i s  
i n a c 1u t o r  Mr.  T a y l o r  and  o t h e r  . c c o m p l i s h e d  
a m a t e u r s  r e c e n t l y  s e t t l e d  among u s .  We b e l i e v e  
n u r b a n  c a n  now b o a s t  m a m o u n t  o f  h i g h  a n d

c1 ‘ e t h e  U n i t e d  K ingdom  a d ) t h e r  c o l o n i e s .
We p r e  h a n p y  t o  r " P > r t  t h a t  a t t e n d a n c e  n i c . e r j a s  

t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  company u n b o u n d e d .  1 )

q u a d r i l l e  p a r t i e s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  e v e n i n g  

n t e r t a i n m e n t a  t o  a t t r a c t  m o re  pe >ple .  One s u c h  c o n c e r t  i n  

. ,  l f  t he  Widows and  O r p h a n s  f u n d  t o o k  p l a c e  on 4 Ju n e  1060  

n A c u t t ' e  A u c t i o n  M ar t  i n  G o r d l n e r  S t r e e t .  The m u s i c  was 

su p p lied  by M a s e r u .  Hay g a r t h  m d  T a y l o r  and t h e  h o s t :  f o r

;he e v e n in g  w e r e  Mr. a n d  Mrs. H. A c , i t t .

T h is  was t h e  l a s t  s u c c e s s f u l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  y e a r  

Lg60 . i t  «r > e n re d  t h a t  D u r b a n  h , 3  - ro w n  t i r e ' :  o f  c o n c e r t s ,

.

Imclng" d rew  e v e r y  t a e a z r e  . u d l e n c e ;  In m o t ,  t n c  only

r e g u la r  m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  was p r o v i d e d  t . . «  Band o f  

the 6S t h  R e g im e n t  who p l a y e d  I n  t h e  Ui.v t  o , J ■ ,p

faahlenable b a l l s .  One e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  the a p p a r e n t  lack  

of m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  I n  t h e  c l o s i n g  m o n th s  o f  ! ’" »  l e  

the v i s i t  o f  p r i n c e  A l f r e d  w i t h  a l l  the e x c i t e m e n t  and 

preparation a t t e n d a n t  on hi  a c o m 'a  : to D u t n

^  a r t e m a t h  o f  h i  a v l a . t  w a s  t h e  a n t l - c l l m a x  w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  

an a tm o sp h e re  o f  d e a d l y  d u l l n e s s  I n  t h e  Town an d  no 

c o n c e r t s  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  m e n t n l  d ea. I ‘ ,""

d o l e f u l  a c c o u n t  d e s c r i b e .  Durban I n  December W O : ____________

M -  12 J a n .  1A60,  p .  S .  c o l .  4 ,  "The C o n c e r t " .

I P  J u l y  1 0 6 0 ,  p .  3 .  c o l .  2 .  "The M u s i c a l  g n t e r t a l n -



' This1 t-nchol i c  c o n d i t i o n ,  t n d  l o o r  s e e d y .  
r̂ nll0t  a r i s e  J ' rom r.ny c x c c .  v >' c iia . i ;  ;•: < ; t io n , i'or

1
eL h v w e d  o i l  n r u m e r  o f  w o r l d l y  g a i e t i e s  a nd  b e  n 
e ‘ v t i c o l l y  c o r r e c t  i . t o  d  o r t n e n *  and d e m e a n o u r .

t h r e e  r o u t  h i  vat t  1 ■ v r  . be  n no b r e a k  i n  t h e  
morDtony o r  e v e n ' d a y  l i f e . "  1 )

prom a nmt l e a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  y e a r  1861 was a s  d u l l  

grd . ^ e v e n t f u l  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1 6 6 0 .  The 8 5 t h  

Regimental Band u n d e r  B a n d m a s t e r  J o h n  R. W i l l i ,  moved t o  

,r v t z t u r p .  They i '• how. v- r  v i s i t  D u rb a n  d u r i n g  Race

for t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  i r  t h e  M a r k e t  S q u a r e  t h e r e  was no 

musical e n t e n t e !  m en t  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  u n t i l  8 J u l y  when 

E w r t h  w i t h  t h e  a . B i t t a n o e  o f  t h e  H e g i m e n t e l  Bend g n v e  o 

c o n c e r t  t o  . b o u t  2 5 0  p e o p l e  I n  B e n i n , f t . I d ' *  - t o r e  ( n e x t  

w r  t o  A C U t t ' r )  i n  O e r d l n e r  h t r e - t . '  A f t e r  t h e  d . n . r t u r e

of the  8 5 t h  R e g im e n t  i n  J u l y  t h e  Drum e n d  F i f e  " - m l  o f

They p l a y e d  i n  t h e  M a r k e t  S q u a r e  e v e r y  T h u r a d a y  a f t e r n o o n  

from 5 t o  5 o ' c l o c k ,  b u t  few o f  t h e  t o w n a - p e o p l e  a h o . e d  much

-

At t h e  I g l a r . 1 # ,  o f  16<.8 t h e  S u r o p e a n  n o u v '  ' on c 

Durban . n r  J u a t  o v e r  1 . 5 0 0 , e n d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  y e a r  

. !

the a r r i v a l  o f  m o r e  B r i t l e h  a e t t l e n  . Tom ' ■ 1 lnR

mualclane f o u n d  I t  n o r t h  t h e i r  w h i l e  t o  :r.c u.'." u '

t h e i r  i t i n e r a r y .  B a r l y  I n  t h e  ,  : > •  a n d

.

. .

5) M .  17 Aug. 1 8 6 1 ,  p .  » .  c o l .  »- ^ c a l  a n d  C o l o n i a l  

CourteBy
. , » « P e t r d r n e c t " .  r l r -o

° f  Durban".
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’’The Town a t  o r  s c e n t  l a  d e c i d e d 1 y i n  a 
i B U c h o l i c  c o n d i t i o n ,  ; sc 1 do!:; n e e d y .

me a r i s e  from  any e n c e c .  o ’ n l o i 1 r a t i o n ,  f o r
'

S h e w e d  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  w o r l d l y  g- i e t i e e  e n d  b e e n  
6 ‘ - . t i c e l l y  c o r r e c t  i n t o  <:• o r t m e n t  a n d  d e n e a n o u r .
S ° r  t l r e e  r r o n t h r  pi«. t  t -  er<* h r b n no I r e n ,  i n  t h e  
m L w n y  ) f  e v e r y d a y  I l f ,  . "  1 )

?rom a m u c i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  y e a r  1861  was a e  d u l l

u n e v e n t f u l  e r  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1 8 6 0 .  The 8 6 t h  

, t r i  »and u n d e r  Bandr m a t e r  d o h n  R. Wil i p  m ,v e d  togeglinpr. v 1 *■

r c , - b u r g .  They -w v r  v i a l t  D u n  an  d u r  n r  d a c e

Wfpv and b r o u g h t  a l i t t l e  m r e  g a i e t y  t o  t h e  Town. Kxc s t  

t h e i r  p e r f o m a n c e r  i n  t h e  M a r k e t  S q u a r e  t h e r e  warn no 

M t t l c l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  t h e  o u b l l c  u n t i l  8 J u l y  v .-i 

; -> yger th  w i t h  t h e  a e e t e t e n e e  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  Bend g a v e  o 

c o n c e r t  t o  a b o u t  6 8 0  p e o p l e  I n  B e n l n g f l e l d ' a  S t o r e  ( n e x t  

door to  A c u t t ' B )  i n  O e r d l n e r  S t r e - t ' .  A f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  

of t h e  8 6 t h  R e g i m e n t  I n  J u l y  t h e  D r u m  an d  R i f e  Band o f  m e

They p l a y e d  I n  t h e  M a r k e t  S q u a r e  e v e r y  T i.ur ;  .:»y ' • > :

from 5 t o  6 o ' c l o c k ,  b u t  f -  f  t h e  t o . n a - p e o p l e  a h o . e d  much

enthuelarm e i t h e r  f o r  t h e  R e g im e n t  o r  i t .  B ane .

At t h e  n r  i n  ' o f  166:-. t h e  S u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n  Of

Durban wae j u s t  o v e r  1 , 6 0  , and ml t h e  e- ' '  5 , > ' ‘r

. !
the a r r i v a l  o f  r ^  B r i t i s h  r m t t l e r r .  From t h i s  y e a r  t o u r i n g  

muRlclane f o u n d  i t  w o r t h  t h e i r  wl

. .

Oourtev.y".
i " R e f c r o v v e c t " .  ■ i *'1

of Durban" .

Z
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p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c l a n e ,  a r r i v e d  f r o m  L o n d o n  -  he  n 

 ̂ l i n i s t  and c o m p o s e r ” and  s h e  a  B i n d e r  a n d  a p i a n i s t  a n d  

L. T h i l l  on o f  t h e  P M  a C o n u < - r v a t o i r e " .  I n
rt0 DUpiJ- u x

Nev, VQBonic H a n  i n  O a r d i n e r  S t r e e t ,  t h e  p r e m i e r  

ncer t  h a l l  i n  D u rb  , v  a r t - ,  r r .  n m d  v c o n c e r t  f o r

» -nro.-r • e vn r n o t  th-> u r . u a l  m t t e m  f o r  D u r b a n , b u t
• for

, c ted  o f  v i o l i n  and  • i rv ^  d u e t v  and  • '>w o ■•erotic arias

)f  # l c h  ( " B r n a n l ,  L r n n n l ♦ I n v o l e m i ” f ro m  Verdi  V o p a r t

:

t .o  a r t i s t s  m y  fc a r r  e t s r t r d  a t ,  t c  i n  D u rb a n  f o r  m u s ic

fron th e  g r e a t  j p e r a n ;  e n d  e l i  o t h e  p r a c t i c e  v e r y  comaon

in l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  p e r f o m r r e  I n t r o i  u c l c g  t h e i r  o»i.

co m p o s i t io ns  i n t  > th* “ •

A f t e r  a f- we. 1: i t  u r .  r .  an ; : u :  e e e e

re turned  t o  D u r b a n ,  g a v e  t h e i r  f a r e w e l l  c o n c e r t  on

18 February a r  t h  r - ' u r n e :  t o  X r i t r b u r g .  A r n l n  t h e y

■

in the  town -  l iee t  r e .  O le  a on arid :•••■ » u ,a

TWO u n f o r t u n a t e  e l r e u w t a r . c e o  -  t h e  r e c e n t  d e a t h  r  t h e  ^

and th e  v i o l e n t  t h u n d e r s t o n n  o n  t h e  n l r :  ! : ’ ' m ®n c ®

■

i "C incarti ".
1) r<,\L 1 J n .  1 hf . I • • ' m, i i n t e l l i g e n c e :

. .
^nd Mr . ir (,*» ' .  f l u  ''
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stayed
away b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r a t h e r  u n f a m i l i a r  p ro g ra m m e s  t h e

1)

v i s i t i n g  m u s i c i a n s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  Town. T h e r e  was s t i l l  a 

strong p r e f e r e n c e  among c o n c e r t - g o e r a  f o r  t h e  o l d  f a m i l i a r  

tline s ,  and when Mr. Q eo r  ;e P u l l  ick  gavt* a c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  

vev M38o n l c  H a l l  In i>ert i tner  S t v e i  t  on P I  A p r i l  t h e s e  o l d  

(- )ngt were r e v i v e d  and  n e a r l y  e v e r y  m e  o f  them  was e n c o r e d .

31 e t h e y  had  p l a n n e d  a t o u r  o f  t h e  Capo

'h . -  P a u l  R e e c e  dl  1 n o t  r e t u r n  t o  S u r o p e  I m m e d i a t e l y .  

They were I n  D i r t  on a t  t h e  e n d  i f  A p r i l  and a d v e r t i s e d  a

"musical e n t e r t a i n m e n t "  t o  i * v - n  i n  t t . e  Mn o n l c  H a l l  on
2)

, Mri . R e e c e  b a n g  two a r l -  t- i n  o p e r a t i c  c o s t u m e .

and !.:r. B i r c h  < m g  i V..01 . T: e 1 u r g e  u l e n c e  i n c l u d e d  a l l  

the l o c a l  m u s i c a l  c e  » u r l t l  s .  At * e c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e

L o c a l  m u s i c i a n s  n o t  i i e n c e d  by v i i ' . n g  a r t i s t s ,

foraetlmee more  g i f t ' d  t h a n  ‘ heme I v e s :  t h e y  w ere  o n l y  to o

w i l l i n g  t o  c o - o p e r  t e  w i t h  t h e m .  i u x y g n r th  c o n t i n u e d  to  

errnnge h i s  own c on  e r t s ,  ^ne o f  w h ic h  w e i n  t h e  M ason ic  

H a l l , ond m r l n l y  p r o  r  . o f  x - u l n r  e n g s  su n g  uy H n y g n r tu

Dr. Dodds nnd Mr. G I t .  e nd  fo  ir  »t i c ro  wn.o wer e n g r  mp o. 

g l e e - B l n g e r e :  Menvr. . F e l l ,  H u t c h i n s o n ,  Head and  Moxon.

In f a c t  a l l  t h "  e r  o m e r s  w e r e  s i n g e r s .  - r .  O n l t .  i n  

a d d i t io n  t o  b e i n g  a s i n g e r ,  w ,r  a g r e a t  h u m o u r i s t  and t h r o u g h  

nis  humorous m o n o lo  u ^ n ,  noon  b e e  v* i.v 1 u . . . :

s a t i r i s t ,  c u l l i n g  hlmt e l  f  ' 'Mr. f t .  >" :v ■'* •

$) M l 6 Aug. ISM. P. n  e o l .  6. "Mr. Hnygnrtn'a Concert



Tne f i r s t  t h e a t r l c o l  c o m p a n y , Mr. S e f t o n  P a r r y ' s ,  

i t e d  Durban i n  O c t o b e r  1 8 6 2  and p l e y e d  t o  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e s  

NeW M a r o n l c  H a l l  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  two m o n th s  b e f o r e
gt

f o r  M a r l t z o u r g .  T h e r e  wm no  o t h e r  p u b l i c  

n te rV t in m e n t  i n  t h l r  y e a r  u n t i l  i and  24 D ecem b er  when 

the Durban L a d i e s '  B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y  E x h i b i t i o n  and  

E n te r ta in m e n t  was h e l d  i n  t h e  same h a l l .

Hay g a r t h ’ b v m i  >us m u s i c a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  h i e  

t r a in in g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v o l u n t e e r  D re a r  ban d  i n  D u rb a n  -  t n e  

Bond o f  t h e  D u r b a n  R i f l e  G u a r d ,  a g r o u p  o: 16 a m a t e u r s .

Their f i r s t  p u b l i c  ap e a r e n c e  was i n  t h e  t a r  e t  S q u a r e  un 

S s tu r t s y  31 J a n u a r y  1 8 '  3 ,  a n d  f o r  e a v e r H l  m o n th s  a f t e r w a r d s  

♦ -ay p r o v i d e d  m o i t  o f  t n e  m u e i e e l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o f  t n e  Town, 

appearing a t  c o n c e r t s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  

r e p e r t o i r e  o f  p u a d r l l l ' e ,  g a l o p s  and  w . l t s e e  t o  t h e  p ro g ram m es  

.*dch con. 1 a t e d  " . a I n l y  o f  s o n g s  a n d  g l e e s .  They p l a y e d  In  

public  on e v e r y  p o r e  V i e  0 c a s l o n :  on  t h e  p a r a d e  g r o u n d ,

the Market  S q u a r e ,  a n d  a t  t h e  R a c e s ;  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t a e  

„ t l , f a c t i o n  o f  p r o v i d i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  I o r  t h e  Town, b u t  to  

r a i s e  money f o r  t h e i r  Band Fund  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o r t  o f  

employing H a y g a r t h  a s  b a n d m a s t e r  and  I n c i d e n t a l  i e p e l r a

to t h e i r  mujiiCftl i n f  t r  i m e n t s .

Two new f e a t u r e s  w e re  I n t r o d u c e d  I n t o  c o n c e r t s :  o n e  was

. a t .

.

p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  " L o r d  D u n d r e a r y " ,  : a . ’ . -  s  '  r .

o th e r  was t h e  m u s i c a l  d r a m a t i c  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  known a s

"C h r is ty  M i n s t r e l s ' ' ,  w h o s . - h u r n t ^  m ak e -u p  a n d  s t n g ^ ^ L ,

T M .  27 D e c .  1 8 6 2 ,  p. 2. « o l .  5 ,  "D u rb a n  B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y "

0  M .  2 F e b .  1 8 6 3 ,  P- 2 ,  c o l .  4 ,  "D u rb a n  R i f l e  G u a r d " .
See p .



v e h i c l e  f o r  n e g r o  b u r l e s q u e  a n d ,  i n  m o re  s e r i o u s  v e i n ,
WP6 a

e e i n / i n g  o f  t h e  s o n g s  o f  S t e p h e n  -’o s t e r .  A c o n c e r t  

; ich was c a l l e d  " t h e  f i r s t  o f  t r ie  i e a s o n " ,  t a k i n g  p l a c e  on 

\ n r i l  1863 i n  t h e  M a s o n ic  H a l l ,  I n c l u d e d  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  

y e H i e s l ^  an d  was no w e l l  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  i t  was r e p e a t e d

g wee < l a t e r .

Ttie , u b l i c  o f  D u r b a n  v u p p o r t e d  g e n e r o u s l y  any c o n c e r t

<n old o f  c h a r i t y .  On 11 S e p t e m b e r  H a y g a r t h  ;.nd S t .  G eorge

ver .  t h f  two c h i e f  a r t i s t s  a t  a v a r i e t y  c o n c e r t ,  t h e

o f  * i l c h  w e r e  t o  oe g i v e n  t o  c h a r i t y .  On t h i s

occasion,  a f t e r  e e r e r a '  y ^ n n  ' a df e n c e  f ro m  t h e  c o n c e r t
- 1 - 1

-'■’a tfo rm .  Lire. Cui L t t  n e a r  d and  p l a y e d  a piano* d u e t  w i t h

-,er yo’ong d a u g h t e r .

Two new co m e rs  t o  D u r b a n  -  R o b e r t  P a r l e , a v i o ’ i n i s t  and

pupil  o f  M ic h a e l  C a s t a ,  t . . e  f  mous c o n d u c t o r ;  and I 've .  P a r i s ,

a p i a n i s t  and . I r . g e r  -  p e r i  o m e d  a t  t v. : s  c o n c e r t .

v a r i e ty  o f  mu l c  o f f e r e d ,  t h i s  c o n c e r t  war one  o l  t h e  m o s t  

a r b l t l o u s  o f  t h e  e a r  y  d a y s :  / g a r t h  p l a y e d  t h e  c o m e t  and

a young t o y ,  t  e so n  o f  a d r .  i t c h i n s o n ,  , * * t ' -

drum; Mrs .  and Mis C u b i t t  p l a y e d  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  o p e r a t i c  

a i r s  as a d u e t  o n  t h e  p i a n o ^  and e i g h t  r i n g r r s  nnng m e  

b a r c a r o l l e  and C h o r u s  ftMr. M a r o n l e l JLa. (Aun>:r) .  I t  w.m f. 

g ree t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  p e r f o r m e r s  t h a t  t .n ::  ' f 11

eeete In  t h e  h a l l  w e r e  e m p ty ,  n l t l  ,gh  b o o k e d  and p a n !  f o r  

by r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  B err»  who w o u l d  n o t  " en c  wn.<-. t i .e  

p ro sp e c t s  o f  b s t o r m y  n i g h t " ;  b u t  t h e r e  • 11 ^  1' me

c o n s o l a t i o n  In  t h e  new rpB p '  r  r e p o r t ; __

x) $y4, 31 Mar. Uv>3, p. •>. c o l .  b, n ^  ln tlie Masonic 
.

H a l l ^ T



"Seldom -  p e r h e p e  n e v e r  -  n e v e  vie hed on
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  bo h ig h  i n  i t . ,  c 1 cbb a n d  t o  
n e r f e c t  i n  i t a  e x e c u t i o n " .  1)

H a v g a r th  e n d  S t .  G e o r g e  r; ve a n o t h e r  c o n c e r t  i n  t n e  

. rnlC Hr 1 1 or. y O c t o b e r ,  p r c t  e n t i n g  a  p r o g r t m  e w i t h

u- f i c i e n t  v a r i e t y  t o  pi  r ' e v e r y  on : aongt  , d i e t : ,  g l e e s ,

, t  ie "Chr  ' '  i n s t r e l s "  i n  wrxicli h e n  ^b .  S t .  G e o r g e ,  

r -m c e  an 31 ct n  w e r e  t n e  n i n e  1 p a l  p e r l o r m e r i  . At  t h i s  

r . c e r t ,  w h i c h  w i * » r* i c e  f u n d i  f o r  t n e  D u r b a n  R i f l e  Guard  

• nd. the  new ong  c a l l e d  "The Durbi  n Guard:mar.  *8 Song"  was 

xrg f o r  f i e  i i r e t  t i m e  by k;r.  H u t v h i n e o n  i nd r e c e i v e d  w i t h  

loud c h e e r i n g .  An J l r .  • t .  i. or ( i i  ,k t

e n t e r t e i n l n g  o f  n i l  D u r t  n c t r g e  a r t i s t e ,  i n t e n d e d  l e a v i n g  

Town a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  he g a v e  a c o n c e r t  o f  h i e  own 

or. 3 Hover:  e r  w i t r  t i e  I * o f  t h e  D .R .G .  B-r i  u n d e r  R e y g a r t h

r e a l ly  a v a r i e t y  e n t c r t i  m e n t , v- t h  3 h r  t t y  . . i . t  i ' l s

dancing ant : i r .g i r .g  n e g r o  ' l a  : f n , ‘ r * 5 t e  <> orgc  p

f a v o u r i t e  m u e lc  h a l l  t u r n  w h i c h  he c a  e d  "Twenty M i n u t e s
3)

of the  R i d l c u l o u e " . a t  p i c a  s k e t c :  w h i d  d e l l  g a t e d  

every r ^ .

g . r  t  • I n ' r .  « nd  ?'r. . i n ic , ,  : i-r.,

t o u n d  t h e  Ca- e » nb H e t u l .  They r  a c h e d  D u rb a n  f ro m

Port  E l i z a :  e t h  i r  F e b r u a r y  r a v e  two c >nci”  t : In  t h e

"County H n l l " .  B o th  w e r e  nccoim i t h e d  l i n g e r *  !' nd

p l e n l e t e . P e r h i  a f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i r e  in  I>ui t . . A rd i

Waltz Song " I I  Ba cio"  w*-«. f ung by >r B * k’- ‘ f . ' n .  ’ n d _____

■

■

4) Formerly t i e  "M-w Mer-r.lc Boll"  In Onrdlner S tre .- t .
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mpined p o p u l e r  f o r  o v e r  bO y e a r e .  Air. Hay g a r t h  h e l p e d

i th  t i e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t s .  The g l e e a , w h i c h  w e re  t h e  m a in

t t r n c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o g r e n i u e .  w e r e  su n g  by t h e  r e g u l a r

puroan gV e s i n g e r s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d :  M en  r e .  Q l e n o n ,

Hutchinson, F a n n ,  S t r e o  e r ,  H a y g a r t h ,  and  F i n l a y e o n .

rr - F l n l a v s o n  a n n g  o p e r a t i c  s e l e c t i o n s  ( i n  I t a l i a n )  f ro m

i  T r o v a t o r  . t o  t h e  accomy - n i n e n t s  p l a y e d  by

v A P i a t t  V bo v.nde hi e f i r s t  c o n c e r t  a p p e a r a n c e  on 
:.r. • * 2 )

11 March 1 6 o 4 .

Whether  o r  n o t  U r .  On I t  ( S t .  G e o r g e " )  l e f t  D u rb a n  a f t e r  

, . £ " f a r e w e l l "  c o n c e r t  It  l b 6 2  c a n n o t  Ve a s c e r t a i n e d .  

tt r in  Durban  in J u n e  I B M  r n d  ap  e a r e d  a t  r c o n c e r t  o f  s o n g s

,

made a n o t h e r  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e  C o u n ty  H a l 1- i n  S e r t e r . t  c r

?or t h i s  l a t t e r  occ ,  t i o n  he an a Mr. F e u n c e  " r:;:ed a s r . a l l  

-corps d r e m e t l q u ^  a n d  h e t w e - n  th em  p r o d u c e d  a few p l a y s  i n  

t h .  County H . U .  A D r .  L o t o l l .  who had  " a r r i v e d  f ro m  Sand 

Spru i t  f a r  t h U  n i g h t  o n l y " .  a , n <  r-ome o f  t h e  I n c i d e n t a l  

eonge; end t h e  D .R .O .  Band * a l i o  I n  a t t e n d a n c e .

In e: I t ?  o f  bo ".any r . e .  d e v e l o t r n i e n t r  I n  c o h o  r t

S e r t . t l . e e  . I r e  r a c r e  h e l d  I n  t : , r  h o m e , . h e r e  t h e y  r i g h t l y

e n t e r t a i n e d  ISO g u e r t r  1. M r  home I n  S t .  AndrewV S t r e e t ,  rnd  

had a p l a t f o r m  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  m* l a w  . A g '' ' " r     .

. i a "Mra .  F i n l a y s e n ' s  C o n c e r t  .
1) M U  5 F eb .  I B M ,  p .  -  %' ' ! ’ y i n l n y r o n ' e  S econd  

N.M. 9 F e b .  I B 6 4 ,  p .  . c o  • 1 •
ConcerT".

2) M .  V. Mrr. I B M .  P- \  c o l a .  M .  n n l a y a o n ' a
G in c e r i " .

3) 21 J u n e  I B M ,  P« 3 ,  c o 1 . a d v f r t .  ^

4) 18 O c t .  I B M ,  P .  y  ^  T : , , i t r i c n l s  .
M.M. 22 Oct..  I B M ,  P* 3 ,  c o l .  i ,
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_ MeBuPi. V/. H. E v a n n , L. T a y l o r ,  F e l l  a n d  G a m b le ,3irgeI L' ’
v 0 i f t t e r  fo rm ed  them, e l v e a  I n t o  a " M a d r i g a l  S o c i e t y "  oang  

'e ee  Mr. L o n g h u r c t  g a v e  a a o l o  on  t h e  c o r n o p e a n  ( c o r n e t ) , 

p l a t t  p l a y e d  t h e  p i a n o A, and  Me a u r a .  Hay g a r t h ,  H u t c h i n s o n ,  

Street-'er, F a n n ,  E a a t v r b r  «ok, and  M m . Ea a t  e r  b r o o k  s a n g  f song a 

^  c e r u s e s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  v,; a f r o m  H andel  ’ a  hern I a n . Yet  

, Q r v r t  wtv. m a i n l y  l i g h t  a n d  I n l o i m a l ,  t h e  h o s t  h i m s e l ftile vJ •v ,

c o n t r i b u t i n g  two c o m ic  t o n g a .

Wits b E i r  ' * - e n p o p u l a t i o n  ol o v e r  v • i 0 ,  D urban  i n u r l c —

w e r e  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  e a g e r l y  t o  t h e  day  wtien l a r g e r  c h o i r s

-• - ’,t be f o r  .i:d t o  n:f. ■ f  t )Pt i t  1 e  and . 1 ec -. ve t h e

performance o f  none  ) f  t :  e w - l l - k ! ,  >wn o r a t o r i o s .  M a r i t a b u r g

had l e d  t h e  way by g i v i n g  e x c e r p t ,  f r o m  H a n d e l ’ s h e p p l a h_ i n

t e C a t h e d r a l  e a r l y  i n  J a n u a r y  1»■ 4 ,  w i t h  b c h o i r  o f  b e tw een
2 )

U) end 40 v o i c e s .  I n  D u rb a n  f i r s t  c h o r a l  c o n c e r t  o f

m e im l lB r  m a g n i t u d e  t o o k  ; l a c e  on 4 A p r i l  186h  w hen ,  unc.er  

the a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  Dv.rb n n e v o l ' - n t  l o c i e t y ,  Vr. I r e  H i r s t  

conducted a c h o i r  o f  50 v i c e s  i n  Met r e .  l a c k r o o d  and 

Covper'e  S t o r e  i n  We. t  S t r e  t .  The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  

conce r t  con ,  i s t e d  o f  e x c e r p t s  f ro m  H a n d e l  * a  h e s u i j i i l  nr-a

M endelssohn ' i E l i j a h , t h e  hax’inoni  -im v> 1 ^ ‘

being t h e  s u b n t i  tu t#)  f  >r t h e  o r c h e s t r a .  Ti.e . c o n d  \ r  o 

the progranx: e c o n s i s t e d  o f  s o n g s ,   ̂ i n s t r u m e

s e l e c t i o n s  p l a y e d  a s  d u e t s  f  >r t h e  'd  ,,r‘ V ' r‘l‘ 11 u t , e •

On 13 A p r i l  1606  Mr. P e r l  K l e t s e r ,  « c e l l i s t ,  g a v e  a

See p. i <]0

S) N.Y/. 8 J a n .  3.664, p .  5 ,  c o l e .  , 4 ,  ̂

=) M .  6 A p r i l  1 "  5 .  F .  c o l .  4 .  " o r n n d  A m a te u r  C o n c e r t  *



CO
nc e r t  i n  t n e  C o u n t y  Ho1 1 .  X l e t z e r  was  among t n e  f i r s t

f tne many m u s i c  1 m s  who come t o  D u r b a n  w i t h  n " E u ro p e a n  

lUt e t . i o n " .  He h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  mur t c l a n s  a t  t h e  c o u r t  

tne King o f  H a n o v e r  and  had t r a v e l l e d  a l ' i  o v e r  t n e  wc r i d  

Tiving c o n c e r t s .  On t a i a  o c c a s i o n  he p l a y e d  s e l e c t i o n s  o f  

0ner n t i c  a i r s ,  and  c o n c l u d e d  h i e  p ro g ra r : :  e w i t h  h i e  own 

Rrrpngf:: '!n t  o f  "Tne  L t a t  R i s e  ) f  Sura e r " ,  d e l i g h t i n g  h i s  

cadience w i t h  an  i m i t - i t i  )n o f  t h e  ta g p l p e s .  T h e r e  were  

?th e r  novel  t l  a- i n  t  ie - rogramr e -  a t r i o  f o r  t h r e e  c o r n e t s  

r i  a r o l o  on the  a l t h o r n  ( I . e .  an  a l t o  s a x h o r n ) .

The f i r s t  com pany  o f  p r o f e o v l o n a l  C h r i s t y  M i n s t r e l s  

reached D u rban  i n  O c t o b e r  IB 5 a f t e r  a t o u r  o '  t h e  “. a s t e r n  

Cope P r o v in c e .  O f  t n  company  t r . r e e ,  C r l e s  S t e  l e ,

Barry L e s l i e  and J . R .  T a y l  r .  t  I n  t - n a m  d ,  T a y l o r ,  c l a i m e d

to t e  t h e  o n l y  . u r v i v i n  ■ '* r  t h e  o r i g i n  1 C n r iH ty

H in e t re lp  f r o m  47 2 B ro a d w a y ,  Hew Y u r x ,  who w e r e  fo rm ed  i n t o  

e com any i n  1 4 2 .  C h r i r t  M l n u t r e l s  had  t  "n  p o p u l a r  a 

over th e  w o r l d  l o r  n e a r l y  a g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  i n  t h a t  t im e  had 

evolved f ro m  t h e  no r e  p a r t - s i n g i n g  o f  a . i. . < r v e r i  orm 

with M a c  e n e ' f r e e  , i n t  i n g r a n d  b u r l e s q u e  o f  n e g r o  o d d i t i e s

k: o i t  400 \ - i l e  c rammed t .  •• o l d  V.ar >r.l c Hi * ^  1 'c‘ t n e  

Royal H o t e l  on 6 O c t o b e r  t o  re< and h e a r  t h e s e  t h r e e  n i g n l y

c e l l i s t ;  V : '  L ie  a s l n g T  end  d a n c e r ;  v ' , . \  - >r H 1 1 , v  

f . ey v l B i t e d  M a r l t z b u r g ,  g a v e  a f a r  i e r ! or .nnn<„e

aoneeon’ o M a s o n i c  H a l l  i n  F i e l d  2 e t ,  an d  n cn  r e t u r n e d

to Capetown *n r o u t e  1 o r  A u a f ”e M H•

The o n ly  r e g u l a r  m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  I n  To«n 1" r ! n g

: :
C o n c er t" .

. .

: :
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the

an

we8 t h e  p l a y i n g  t tie D .R .G .  Bon< v.wice w e e k l y  i n  

Uprket  Squ:-i‘e ;  i t  t h e  y e a r  1 8 6 6  >• ved  t h e  pub 1c 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  v a r i e t y  oi c o n c e r t s  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  one 

ven in J o n s s o n ' o  M n r o n ic  Tin 11 in  F i e l d  G t r e e '  or; 

r  m u n r y  a g a i n  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  -if t h e  D u rb a n  ' ^ n e v o  i e n t  

, r v t y , f o r  w h i c h  t h e  D u r b  n  M a d r i g a l  S o c i e t y  an a  t n e

e .i r . 0 f  D u rb a n  p r o v i d e d  a p rog ram m e o f  o p e r a t i c  s e l e c t i o n *  

^ , v ' ' / .  Tiv.s :.r ’ h a v e  t>«-en t h e  ! ' l r a t  t i  ie i n  D urb an  t h a t

f ie  words o f  t h e  . m g s  w e r e  p r i n t '  d on t h e  p ro g ra m m e s .

V a r i e t y  e n t e r t  i n  e n t  % r e  a r r  r  ed by Mr. S t .  Geor .re ,  

jmd as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  a p p r o b a t i o n  a c c o r d e d  to  

f s a t i r i c a l  fu n  i n  h i e  "T w en ty  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s ' ,  

thli  a c t  grew I n t o  "Two h o u r ,  w i t h  Mr. 3 t .  G e o r g e ' s  S c r a p  

Book" c o m b i n i n g  n a r r a t i v e ,  a n e c d o t e s  a n d  so n g a  -  a l l  

connected w i t h  t o p i c s  ,1' l o c a l  I n t e r e r t .  At o n e  o r  h i s  

e i / e r t a l n m e n t s  on  1G May he  s e c u r e d  t n e  a s s i s t a n c e  01 

H e,g a r th  who s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  r d s  w e n t  on a  m u s i c a l  t o u r  o f
’ ■)

b u th  A f r i c a .

June  b e i n g  o ne  t h e  d r i e r  ( e n d  t h e r e f o r e  more  r e l i a b l e )

tenths f o r  c o n c e r t s  t h e r e  w e r e  e v  r  : l n

■

i f  money, e n g a g e d  t n e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  D u r b a n  M a d r i g a l s  f o r  

i c o n c e r t  I n  Mr. S n e l l ' s  new s t o r e  I n  W es t  S t r e e t .  Newcomers 

to Durban nr de t h e i r  de  u t  e r e ,  M rs .  K y v l e .  r . t s .  Soyd ,

.

eccompt n l e d  on t h e  , , l ano .° l .y  h i e  > % ' '  t , ‘"

the Durban Cr. . m i  U n io n  v r  t h e i r  : ■ : c '  ̂ n ‘ Jo_________

■

e cone r t  ,.p i i n  Jon  - >n • • t h a  nrogramme i r  in
in e i d  0 f  t h e  B e r e a  C h u r c h .  A l '
the Old Houoe Mure urn, D u r d e n .  f

‘ ’

Scrap Book". 3 r a
I  ̂ "Tiie Week’s Nev/r .

8) &M. y J u n e  H  ' •  c o 1 ,  "



onic  Hfi l l  i n  F i e l d  S t r e e t .  Lloet o f  t h e  t i c k e t s  w e re  

a l i m e n t a r y  t o  t n e  n .e n b e r t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  enb t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  

n .e nrograinme c o n s i s t e d  o f  g le«  e ,  s o n g s ,  p s r t - r o n g o  and

c p f 1 ' T ow ard t  t h e  end »f J u n e  t h e  D u r b i n  L i t e r a r y  
ChOFUFer.

c ty  c e l e b r a t e d  t u e i r  s e c o n d  a n n  v- w a r y  by h o l d i n g  a 

S o i r e e 11 i n  Sn<-' ! '  t new . t o r e  I n  W e r t  S t r e  t ,  I n s t e a d

\ r  tl Kev C o u r t  l o u v e  at r i g i n  l l y  i n t e n d e d .  B e s i d e s

the pongs ,  g l e e s ,  p l a n o ^ r o l o e ,  t h e r e  * s  n p a r t y  o f  g l e e

 r r  l a l " 1 If l e v )  who ad t • r n  t r a i n  d by Mr. I a t t , w i t h

yr. i r e  H i r s t  a s  accom  e n i e t .  Tne p rogram m e a l s o  i n c l u d e d   ̂

tuo d r a m a t i c  . e t c h e .  nd t h e  p e n  -nuance  >f a v e n t r i l o q u i s t .

On 31 Augut t  t h e  D u r b a n  C h o r a l  U n io n  g a v e  .> i ru a r .  a 

f i r r t  f a i r l y  c o m p l e t e  p e r  o r  m c e  >f Hand< 1 ' e  i l l i  l i ;  

j on8, m ' s  Us, o n i c  H a l l ,  w i t h  M rr .  K a j t c r b r o o k ,

h0. , „ r ,  wnf  t o o  ^ . r  l t l o a ,  , .n  u n d e r * ,  t i n g  f o r  , o  m a l l  a n d  

l n * x p e r l « n c e d  , g r o u p  >- - - r -  . - « '’■ t h e  c o n c e r t  w e e  n o t

„ n , l d e r . 4  .  e u c c e ,  . !  T h e  S . , e r e ,  »  m o n l c  S o c i e t y  p r o v e d

t h e m e e l v e r  t o  h e  m o r e  r i f t e d  m u ,  I c t e n e  . h e n  t h e y  g e v e  e 

p r i v a t e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  r-nme * o r » .  o n  • < • • • • '  A *

70 p e o p l e .  The c h o i r  f  IV v o l c - r  who l e d  by H r .  f U . t t  who
4 )

acconr * n i e d  t h ^ r . on th* ha n  '• tni' i , i.

"Penny R e n d in g ,  " ,  v e r y  p o p u l a r  I n  E n g l , "  "< t l w c *

were f i r s t  t r i a d  In  D u r b a n  on  Am-.

. . .

. .

2) NjJ4. Z J u l y  11 6 6 , p .  4 » co1 *  '

Men U n " .

4  27 D e c .  lb. ', ' '-, P '  4 ,  'M . r . r t  - ' .  u- imes .



1)
g- ynl-ert Heyf  B u l l  s i n g s ,  W es t  S t r e e t .  They  bee  erne bo 

puli, r  t r iB t  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  e v e r y  w e e k ,  u p u e l l y  on  e 

Trxirsany e v e n i n g .  P e r h a p s  t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y  was due  t o  t h e  

ct  t h a t  t h e y  bee  ait’e I n l ' o r m a l  c o n c e r t s ,  t h e  r e a d i n g s  b e i n g  

a l t e r n a t e d  w i t h  s o n g s  o r  - 1< e s .  Two p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s ,  

h. G i l l e s p i e  an d  h r .  E. P .  L a m p o r t , w e r e  r e g u l a r  members

•

S r e t i :  5F t h e  w e e k l y  " R e a p i n g a "  w e re  d e v o t e d  e n t i r e l y  t o  

i c . p£ , f o r  i t a t t n c e ,  on  H  Aug. l^bV when t h e  D urban  

Madrigal S o c i e t y  s a n g  " j o l l y  t on , , l o v e  s o n g s ,  s e a s o n a b l e  

-onga. B a i l o r  t d i-o  , s o l d i e r  so n .  s ,  s o l e m n  s o n c e ,  a hymn and

an ode f rom  H o r a c e " .

T-,.o i i n l l a r  " c u l t u r a l "  o c l e t l -  a w e r e  fo rm e d  a t  t h i e

time: t h e  Durbt  r  Y ung K r , ' A - o c  n t l o n  nd  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n

L t t e r e r y  S o c i e t y ;  ev-ch - o 1 d i n g  w e e k ly  m e e t i n g s  w i l d  " r e s . c l n g s  

and nrueic. Yet  a s t r i v i n g  f o r  cu  t u r e  w?,r. n o t  a ’.wf-.ys t u e  

immediate o b j e c t i v e .  T .e i n c e n t i v e  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  i n f o r m a l  

evening e n t e r t a i n n e n t s  w as  so m e 1 1 rr.ee ' r! 1 f ' 1 r

worthy o b j e c t  o f  s u i l U n g  r new h u l l .  I t  wat t h r o u g h  

ee rn es t  e n d e a v o u r s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  th.r-. . f . i i  i • o f

v i l l a g e  o f  S y d - ’ihnm m an a g ed  t o  make e n o u g h  money t o  p e j  101 

the Syaenhe.m H e l l ' ;  l o r  w h i c h  p u r p o s e  s  c o n c e r t  was h e l d  I n

•

r e n l n r  o f  t h l r  h e l l  I n  J e n u e r y  1 8 W ,  e n d  t h e  e n t h u e l s s m  o f  

the Sydenhnm r e s i d e n t s  , o r  „1 k i n d s  o f  c u l t u r e  1 I m p r o v e m e n t ,  

c o n c e r t s  w e r e  e r r m g e d  en d  D u r h e n  us 1 c l  one  I n v i t e d  t o  moke 

the jo u r n e y  o f  e e v e r e l  m i l e s ,  u s u a l l y  o n  horiv-- : - j  l f  t l , e

1) M .  2 Aug. 1 8 6 6 .  p .  2 .  = o l .  4 .  " P e n n ,  H e a d i n g , S e e  p.II,

I )M .  1 7  Aug. 1 8 6 7 .  P .  2 .  c o l .  » .  " E n t e r t a i n m e n t  by t h e
Durban M adrigals".

3) See p .  171.

4) N*M. 22 Dec.  IB 6 6 , p .  • c o ’ * 4f  ' ' ' Con<' e r



k clear and the moon m il  many joined the party. 
night was

o f  c o n c e r t s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  oy t h e  Sydenham M u tu a l  

^ r o v e m e n t  S o c i e t y .  For o n e  o f  them h e l d  on 16 J u l y  1867 

1 C0 r  t e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  for th< horrea w a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e

form o f  n large ahed erected near the h a ll .  The

. ^ r t i .  ement  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  p r o m i s e d  a p l e a s a n t  r i d e  on 

tnl h t  n i g h t  a an i n c e n t i v e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  D urb an  t o  

pUend^  I t  wat , i n  f a c t . v e r y  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  i n  s p i t e  o f

o prograittne w h i c h  o f f e r e d  n o t h i n g  m ore  i n t e r e r t i n g  t h a n  a

‘

, the  l e n d i n g  p e n  m  l i t t e r  i n  Sydenham was Mr. . r a  H i r s t ,

, very a u c c e v . e t u l  m u s i c - d e a l e r  i n  D u r b a n .  He u s u a l l y  p l a y e d  

the p l e n V  o r  s a n g ;  o r  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s .

The l a t e  1 8 6 0 s  w e n  y e a r s  o f  r e m a r k a b l e  m u s i c a l  p r o g r a m  

in Durban.  T h r o u g h o u t  1867  t h e  D .R .G .  Band p l a y e d  t h r e e  

times s week I n  t h e  % n e t  S q u a r e  ( t h e n  known a s  t h e  

•Vown O e r i e n e " )  nnd  n r 8 U . t , - 4  - t  v - i r l o u e  c o n c e r t ,  u n t i l  t h e  

ier.tr. >f t h e i r  t r n l n e r  a n '  cor. ' ' t o r ,  . r .  ... L. - n r r  

on 8 «»y 1 8 6 7 .  D u r i n g  t h e  enme y -  r  t h e  m .e  

20th R eg im en t  and  t h e  9 9 t h  R e g im e n t  p l -o re d  f r e q u e n t l y  I n  

- u t i l e .  k r .  3 t .  G e o r g e  c - . t l n u e d  . 1 t h  h i e  v a r i e t y  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  b o t h  I n  D u r b a n  nn< U n r l t z b u r g .  On 60 A p r i l  

In J o n c a o n ' a  H a l l  he I n t r o d u c d  M b  own company o f  " S t M o r l n n  

k l n e t r e l a ” I t  a r e .  " p a n to m im e  b a l l e t "  e n t i t l e d  "The S t a r t l i n g

,

called a " D r a w i n g - R o o m  S n t e r t a l n .  V  becnu. r  o i  U n  3 )

I n f o r m a l i t y • The D.R.G. Bnnd p l a y e d d u r i n g  t h e  u . t e r v n ^

T m .  1= . u l T l ^ T T e o l .  4 .  "Sydenham  C o n c e r t " .

3) 18 A p r i l  1 6 6 7 ,  p .  % c o 1 * 1 1 n ( l v e r l *



The S a c r e d  H a r m o n ic  S o c i e t y  r e c e i v e d  v e r y  g e n e r o u s  

i se  f r - m  a l l  q u a r t e r s .  Mr. a n d  M rs .  J .  F . C h u r c h i l l  

re g t i l l  t h e  n o a t  a n d  h o s t e s s  f o r  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  c o n c e r t s .

0 9 Ju ly  1967 a c o n c e r t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  m a i n l y  o f  e x c e r p t s  f ro m  

Wflnd**!1 ® M e c s l a h  a n d  H a y d n ' s  The C r e a t i o n ,  wae g i v e n  i n  

jieegrs. C larke  a id P u l l e y n ' e  S t o r e  i n  West  S t r e - ' t  t o  a 

d e l e c t "  a u d i e n c e  o f  a b o u t  1 0 0 .

This  was a l s o  Vie p e r i o d  o f  l l l u a l o n i B t B ,  v e n t r i l o q u i s t s ,  

m R ' l a n e  and s t u n t  p e r f o r m e r s  who a r r i v e d  i n  D u rban  a s  

"nr- ' feeeora"  o f  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  a r t ,  s u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h e i r  

6v3WS w i th  a c o n c e r t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e r i o u s  i n  c h a r a c t e r  t o  

be more t h a n  b a c k g r o u n d  m u s i c .  A p l a n ' f t .  a  c o r n e t - p l a y e r  

and a few s i n g e r s  m i g h t  b e  a s k e d  t o  a s s i s t .  P ro  e s s o r  

Ulnaond, who«« m a r n t h o n  f a e t a  o r  w a l k i n g  b a c k w a r d ,  a r o u s e d  

such i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Town, g n v e  l e a d i n g s  f r o m  S h a k e s p e a r e  

S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  " F r e e  a nd  Kaey ■ h e l d  i n  

y .  L e e c h ' s  West  Snd H o t e l ' !  « r .  3 . P o l l o c k  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  

music s t  t h e  p i a n o .  -  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  s t y l e  '  t h e  . i r s .  

concer ts  i n  t h e  e a r l y  D u r b a n  i n n s  and  t a v e r n s .

The P o u s a a r d - B e . l l e y  Company made a f o u r  y e a r  " g r a n d  t o u r  

of the  B r i t i s h  P o a a e a a l o n a  i n  t h e  R e s t ,  a n t  t h e n  came 

South A f r i c a  e a r l y  i n  1 8 6 7 ,  m a k in g  an e x t e n s i v e  t o u r  w h ic h  

included t h e  s e n  p o r t s  a n d  t h e  l a r g e r  tow ns  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

They a r r i v e d  i n  D u r b a n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  and g a v e  t h e i r  

f i r s t  c o n c e r t  o n  1 J a n u a r y  1 8 6 6 .  T h i s  was « v a r i e t y

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w i t h  a o n g a  s u n g  by  A m e l ia  . ' a l l  (e

and F l o r e n c e  C a l z a d o  ( c o n t r a l t o  ; ,n-! vlol lT1

music a d a p t e d  f r o m  w e l l - k n o w n  o o e r n e  ’ ® _____ _______

^ T I T l W u l y  1 8 6 7 ,  p .  2 .  c o l .  6 .  " P r i v a t e  C o n c e r t " .

2) See p .  24.

z ) &M. 17 O c t .  1 8 6 7 ,  p .  !♦ c o 1 ,  1 ’ ' V '
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p n i r j s a r d ,  who hue  r e c e i v e d  h iB  m u i . l c n l  t r a i n i n g  a t  Horace rnu.  ^

le Pr r i 3  O o n a e r v n t o i r e . I n  a l l  t t v  y r a v u  r i v e  c o n c e r t s

-  • ru a ry  I n c l u d e d  tti< r*r >r:. rice o r  an o p e r e t t a  In Love 

w a l t z . ( Amourcux d ’ u n e  V a l e ) .

,r p .H .O .  Band - u rv lv t-A  t t v  f  ’n n c i a l  c r l s l n  o f  1807

the  p u l l i e  c u l a c r i b f d  e n o u g h  money t o  pay t h e  Band-

'

, t w i c e  o r  e v e n  th r o - -  t i  .ea week and on p u b l i c

. . , iA„ v6 , o e c 8 i . t r  f t - l y  t n t r . ' u c t n - :  t i . e  - l e e .  M»t n o v e l t y  o f

The h e a v y  r t  n s »  e - d  s e r i  >u.- floodt -n X# ■■

Sscred Hermonie  S o c i e t y  t , a t .  e t e e r p t a  f r o m  i o y o n ' t

'

h„ U  g f  t h e  V e r u l e a  K o u n t e d  R i f l e s ,  b u t  a s  t h e  r o a d s  w ere  

e0 bed n e i t h e r  p c r f o r a e n  n o r  auc

Another co: o r t  t o  : a  h - l d  i n  t h -  n S c h o o l r o o m  a d j o i n i n g

the B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s )  I n  ’ ov  m: d ° r t

because o f  t h -  h — v y  r n  n s .

the b e a t  com o e e r s " ,  n e v e r n l  o f  i hd - 1 ' ' l *

6)
part .

The y e a r  1 6 68  c l o n e d  w i t h  t w o  v e r y  s u c c e .  ■ f u l  e o r - r r i .

.
O o m r i R n y 3 r  p .

Trie composer  i s  u? nov.n. (1

5) R. 1U T50V. 1 8 6 8 .  p .  8,  c o l .  •>. a r «



n v a r i e t y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i n  t h e  o l d  Mo s o n i c  H a l l
one wni3

g^itn S t r e e t ;  a n d  t  ie o t h e r  a c o n c e r t  o f  S a c r e d  Music  i n  

n e  p r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  F i e l d  S t r e e t ,  when t n e  S a c r e d  

Hfinnrdc S o c i e t y  s a n g  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  t  ie o r a t o r i o s  no t n e y  

, i5ne n t  V e r u lu m ;  a n d  t i e  D u r b a n  M a d r i g a l  S o c i e t y  s a n g

, / '  Some >f 1 U- ia:riders o f  t r v  1 n t t e r  S o c i e t y  had£? 10 C n «

:

.^ngp), M ies  Munro <s o p r a n o ) , Mr. .V. S w i f t  ( t e n o r )  and

j»r. S t r e c k e r  ( b a r i t o n e ) .

At t h e  e n d  o f  1 3 66  t i e  h a l l  i n  F i e l d  S t r e e t ,  w h i c h  wee

j r l f i n a l l y  J o n s ;  o n ' t  t h  n  P a l m e r ’ s ,  becam e  p a r t  o r  t h e

e e t a b l i e h m e n t  known a s  ”Oe r g e  H o u < h t in g k  H o t e l " ,  and  was 

i?ed ae wHou>*V-t i ng* t M l i c a l  H a l l  ' oy t h e  A m a te u r  S e r e n a  i e r e  ,

a group o f  " n e g r o •’ m i n s t r e l s  who g a v e  a v o c a l  ^ nd  d r a m a t i c

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t n e r e  o n  61 D e c e  . e r  l ^ ; .  A few w eeks  l a t e r  

the same h a l l  war  u s e d  oy M e s s r s .  J a c k  H i l t o n  a n d  S leem an  

who gave s e v e r a l  C o n c e r t s  ' t h  c h a r a c t e r  s o n g s ,  r e a d i n g s  and 

dramatic  s k e t c h e s !  Wore i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  b o u g h t  m g ' e  H e l l  

i n D u r o a n ’ m m . r i c a l  U r t o r y  i s  "Mr. A r n o l d ’ s  l a r ^ e  room" i n  

pine T e r r a c e , l a t » r  kr. jwn n r  t n e  r r a f a l g n r  :1 11 .  ' ' n

23 K irch  1 • t h e  m u c l c i a n i  o f  Dur? : n  aaspr.u l ^ d  - 1 F iv e  

b e n e f i t  c o n c e r t  t o  Mr. B a r r o n  and  h i s  two s i b t - r r  wno n d 

decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  S n g l a n d  a f t e r  t h e  d i s b a n d i n g  o f  t h e

500 p e o p l e .  T o r e  who t o o  p a r t  w e r e :  t n e  D . K . < > ^ a n ^ _________

. .

2) See p .  2-3

:
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f 0v t h e  l a s t  t i m e  i n  p u o l i c ) , Mrs. L o u ch ,
(pleyi n *

Tnhn t o n e ,  ;jlra. W h e e l e r ,  Mr a .  H a r r i e o n ,  Mi a a B. H o l l a n d ,  
j r s .  v ° lu '

n a r r o n  Mt . . a n  . H o f f m a n ,  L o u c h ,  H i r s t ,  S w i f t ,  S i n c l a i r ,  
Hies Bon , ^

garron ond P l a t t .

G hr iB ty  M l n a t r e l i  w e r e  ev. ->o >u' r  us  ev  *r. One co m p a n y ,

S t e e l e ,  N o r t o n .  R a y n o r ,  t  u r e d  t h e  Gape C o lo n y  f o r

•

% , l r  moi t  accom  l l a h e d  l u r l c i a n  wav Mr. S t e e l e  ( t h e  o n l y  

®enber o f  t  ;e o r i g i n a l  c y . »nny w h i c h  v i . i t e d  D urb a n  f o u r  

.... ra b e f o r e )  who wav, a  p i a n i s t  and o c e l l i s t ,  

f r e u e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t n e v e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s '  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  01 

v^ndelrao tcVe P i a n o f o r t e  C o n c e r t o  In  i.  m i n o r .

The s e c o n d  b i g  concert o f  t h e  y e a r  1069  was h e l d  i n  t h e

‘

7 ere were a- n i t  40  p e r f o r m , - f a  who had r e h e a r s e d  t w i c e  a week 

in the C oun ty  H a l l  ( w h i c h  h  1 oeccw e a s t o r e  b e l o n g i n g  to

I

o r a t o r i o s ,  an i n s t r u ;  e x t n l  ^u  r t f t  i ^r c o m e t ,  f l u t e ,  Aee lc 

hamonlum; a n d  e o n / s  and  g l e e s  s u n g  by t h e  M a d r i g a l  S o c l e t , ;  

ut i t  was r e t , e r  t . o  s e r i  ^ s  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who,

one o f  t  ,  a u d i e n c e  g rew  r „  t l v e .  a nd  e i t h e r  r e p e a t e d l y  

demanded e n c o r e s ;  o r  e x p r e s s e d  d l s n p p r  . v U  a i v - . i n g  o r  by

p e p e l B t e n t l y  r e n t i n g  t i m e  . 1 1 *. f- ' r

f ie ,  c u l t u r B l  » c l e t l e t  w e r e  ' . ng  fo rm e d  I n  D u rb a n  a t

till?  t im e .  Tnc  D u r b a n  Young W e n '3 A a a o c l u t l  m ... I d  "  ‘ u l n l

'

i a " L o c a l  and G e n e r a l
. .

N.M. 13 A p r i l  1 8 6 9 ,  p .  2 ,  c o l .  " ,

3) M .  37 J u l y  V , , u .  p .  .% 0 0 1 .  " K r l d a y  B v e n l n g ' a  Cone,-a .



i n  t t i e  C o u n c i l  Ciiamoer i n  W est  S t r e e t , w h ic hmeetinbD

fletintefl t o o k  t h e  f o r m  o f  r e n d i n g p  and  g l e e - s i n g i n g .  The 

,,„n •« i,tut u n i  I ruu roveraen t  Ai o o c i a t i o n  h e l d  s i m i l a r
Young

. 4OT£, fl p u b l i c  R e a d i n g s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  a few s o n g sjjjAetinKr *
re h e ld  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  D u r b a n  j u n i i c  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  

L i t e r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were  s t a r t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  o fChftHlDer.

* a c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  Town, ich  n r r a n / l n g  r e g u l a r l y ,  end

f r e q u e n t l y ,  c u l t u r - 1 e v e n i n g s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  p u b l i c  w e re  

, nt i t e d .  The o r o c e d u r e  a t  t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  h a r d l y  v a r i e d :  

f r .e ie who w ia  a s k e d  t o  p r e s i d e  a s  c h a i r m a n  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g  

announced e a c h  I t e m  and  i n t r o d u c e d  e , c h  p e r f o r m e r ;  i t  was 

customary f o r  h im  t o  e s c > r t  t h e  l a  l e a  f ro m  t h e  body o f  t h e  

audience on t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m ;  a n d  u s u a l l y  a few w e l l - k n o w n  

s ingers  w e re  a s k e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  program m e o f  t h e

evening.

Of t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  t h e  most v i t a l  e u s  t h e  "Dun-nn 

t a s t e a r  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  S o c i e t y '  w h ic h  o r i g i n a t e d  

, 1 t h  th e  v i s i t  o f  Mr. a n d  l i a r .  D 'A r c y  Rend » 10 came t o  

Durban In  A u g u s t  1 8 6 1  a nd  w i t h  t h e  a s e ! s t a n c e  o f  a m a t e u r s  ^  

performed D l t d t n ' n  o p e r a  The W s t . I C m  l n  H o U j h t i n g ’ s H a l l .

One o f  t h e r e  m t e n n .  war  Mr. H. A. G r e e n e  who s t a r t e d  a 

aeries o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  c a l l e d  "The A m a te u r  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

Entertainments" w h i c h  w e r e  t o  ' e l i t e r ,  .

dramatic. T his venture began wi t h  t h e  f o r  a t l o n  o f  a group 

of "Ethiopian S e r e n a d e s "  ( a f t e r  th» s t y l e  o f  the In n  sty  

Minstrels) f rom  t „ e  available l o o  t a l e n t ,  and b e n e  f i t t e d  

from the guidance and encouragement of ■ ’ Ar-'.v g e n d n lm se lf .

. .
See p .  170



•Hi** nernoei 6 o f  t i d  b B o c l e t y  t n e r e  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e
prom
^  e Durbnn A m a te u r  B a n d " ,  a g r  )up o f  w in d  p l a y e r u  c o n d u c t e d  

yv.  H u t c h i n s o n  -  t h e  o n l y  a m a t e u r  bond i n  D u rb a n  t o  t a k e  

t vP p la c e  o f  t h e  now d e f u n c t  Band o f  t h e  D .R .Q .  By

Th mry 1870  t h e  new . o e l e t y  Had - i v e n  n i x  - u u l i c  e n t e r t a i n -  

,.ent 8 , some i n  H o u g h t l n g ’ r H a l l ,  nnd o t h e r s  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  

- . . r e v .  N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e ;  a w e re  d r a m B t i c  s k e t c h e s  w i t h  

• • • i d e n t o l  e o n  s ,  p i a n o ? n o ^ o s , and  p i e v e t  p l a y e d  by t h e  new 

Arnteur Band. Ut i s ! l y  e v e r y  p r o '  amme c o n n i e t e d  o f  two 

. . , w i t

Kerch % 70 t h i s  S o c i e t y  dt-c dr-d t o  r e c o n s t i t u t e  i t c e l f  a s  

. ..e ^Durban A . a t e a r  D r e i a a t l c  C lu b  1, t o  g i v e  d ram a t  ic  

'■erfofranncer d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h ; .  T.;r a . d  t- v. \ c t^  

fu n c t io n ed  u n t i l  t . e  **nd o f  M a rc h ,  a r  I s  t e d ,  as  t h e y  had  been  

oe io re ,  by t h e i r  A a t e u r  Band whi h ,  be t  g o v e r b u r d e n e d  w i t h  

b ras s ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  n r o ' u c e  n a t t e r i n g  n o i s e s .  When t h e  

new s o c i e t y  s t a r t e d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A p r i l  t h e  Band was 

c a l le d  upon t o  p l a y  t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  m u s i c  t o  some o r  t h e  p l a y s ,  

and o c c a s i o n .  . o n / s  w e r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  by Me . r a .  C. S t r e e t e r ,  

Sco t t ,  Moxon, H u t c h i n s o n ,  o r  ry  t n e  mans e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,

" r .  X. A. S t r  er." The t ,  , l c m l  c o n c e r t  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  w a s .

t h e r e f o r e ,  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m u s i c  ' :: ' ' 1 v

programme u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t i n g  c s o r . / s , ♦

plai.f6 r  / : o e ,  v i o l i n  -  o r  m ore  j f t e n  -  ( l u t e  .• >' >r{ < nvh

item b e i n g  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t o  d |T *

: :

■

3ee p . s<]

G e n e r a l " .
O .  18 Mny 1 8 7 0 ,  p .  2 .  c o l .  3 .  I-o e a
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ropr l t ' t®  r e a d i n g s  o r  r e e l t  t l o n e ,  r h t t i e r  I n  t h e  m an n e r  

tne '’p e n n y  R e a d i n g s "  w l d c h  s t a r t e d  f o u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .

An im p o r ta n t  m u ; i c n l  e v e n t  I n  1870  woe t h e  v i s i t  o f  

t L,l r n n d a  -  H a r p e r  Company who came t o  D u rb a n  v i a  

^  r i t^ f 'Urg  a f t e r  a t o u r  o f  t h e  C a p e .  Tne m em bers  o f  t h e  

company w ere  Madame L e f f 1 e r  ( c o n t r a l t o ) , Madame M iranda  

r i r r t  ( s o p r a n o ) , Mr. D a v i d  M i r a n d a  ( t e n o r )  and

Henry H a r p e r  ( c e l l i s t ) .  A l l  a d v e r t i s e d  th em se lv es  a s  

««ving a c h i e v e d  some d i r t l r c t l a n  i n  t h ^  c o n c e r t  h a l l s  o f  

?i r i pe: Miranda Hi v v ' had  ung  t  ’ h<- S t a t e  C o n c e r t s  a t

3uc 'inghnm P a l a c e  and a t  t h e  C ry  t  I P a l a c e ;  Madame L e f f l e r  

bad been p r i n c i p a l  c o n t r a l t o  a t  C o v e n t  G a rd en  o n .  

n .  f r r .e r  H i l l ;  Dt vi«l Mir n d a  had b e en  a. s o c l a t e d  w i th  

both Co/ent Gi rder ,  a n d  D r u r y  L n e ;  a n d  H r .ry  H; r p e r  a 

boIo c e l l i s t  a t  C o v e n t  G a rd e n  a n d  p r i n c i p a l  c e l l i s t  in  

Alfred Mello n * e P r o m e n a d e  C o n c e r t s .  •. •- a i tw

balled c o n c e p t s ,  b u t  m ade  h t . r y  by i n t r o d u c i n g  o p e r a  to  

Durban in a s t a g e  p e r f o r m a n c e  i l  V e rd i  ’ v L- — l n 

tue T r a f a lg a r  HE,11 on  12  J u l y  i r r o !  The company t r i e d  t o

po lve  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  p l e a d i n g  t n e  ' >, - D 11

comoining o p e r a  a n d  m b a l l a d  c o i . c <  - - i r  •' ’ 1

entertainment; o r  a s  t h e  D u r b a n  A m a t e u r  Ml ! c - > U n n e o a v  

Entertainments S ) C i e t y ,  n d  t h e  D u r b a n  A m a t e u r  D r a m a t i c  

Club hav d o n e  hy c o m b i n i n g  m u r l c  a n d  d r a m a  I* ri P o l n t a h V
fern .  i n  t h e i r  f a r e w ,  n  n e r f o r n n n c e  on S Ju ly  they d e v o t e d

t n e  f i r s t  p a r t  o i  t i v  c o n c e r t  t o  ” l1 ' v 0f‘ ‘ " " ‘B’

second t o  a  p o r t !  , n  o f  V e r d i ' r  o . e r a  n j ^ t g r e .  b u t

owing t o  t h e  i l l n e s s  o f  Madame Miranda : r u t  __ __

i 6  juV y  p . i .  = » i e - 3 ’ 4 - m i v e r t i  3eB r ' <i'

') See p , 1 ‘/i */



prove1-1
,for+£, were  t h e  two 'V r ^ n d  f  h i  >n b i o  u c e r t r . "  i n  t h e

nraf q l f a r  H a l l  on l b  ; nd 26 J u l y  1 7 0 ,  when t h e y  a d d e d  even

v a r i e t y  t o  t h i r  urogramiaeB b y  i n c l u d i n g  g l e e a  and 
2 )

;r igu'lB. I n  Aiij.ru v t  1 70  h< n r y  a r p e r  and  Madame L e f f l e r

;nvT, e r ) c o l  l a  o r a t o r  w i t h  and Ur 8 .  D 'A r c y  Head
{."T ̂  *
in p ro d u c in g  some v e r y  a u c c e u v . f u l  d r n  i a t i c  and  m u s i c a l  

^ t e r t a i n m e n t e  i n  t h  T r a f a l g a r  H a l l .  W i th  t h i s  a , p a r e n t  

- -  t, ir. t h e  o r i g i n a l  M i r a n d a -  lar-  e r  Company i n  O c t o b e r ,

„r  , r i Mrs.  !., i tv r .d a ,  a :.t : it my >e:.l '■ - t ice, t u r n e d

*-ieir a t t e n t i o n  t o  o r o d u c 1 r e r e t t ^ a  i n  t h e  T r a b i l  r- ,

Amateur e f f o r t ,  w e re  : . ) t  i n  v  1 7 d i s c o u r a g e d  by  t h e e 3

-

t h e i r  new c h u r c h  i n  M e r c u r y  L ane  t h e  fb rn r regn*  l o c a l  c : u : r  

gave a c o n c e r t  o f  v 1« c t i o n a  froi:.  . y-a . i ^ C re a .U j n ,

■

This too',- p la ce  In the  P re a h y te n l  «  Sh irch in - l e ’-d St ree t  

■mder th ,  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Mr. S. A. P l a t t .  Hot long nfte-wards

th , new C ongregat ion a l  Soh o room In Mercury Lone hooame 

w allah le  f o r  e i t h e r  e o n c e r ta  or tue lo e e  Z •• -> p

' •

■
-
.

e -i a d v e r t .
. .

C T . 3. p t .  11 7' . '• • • ' '

Oongregoti  m a l  C u r c h ,  D i r  t • 1t
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i t  i n i '  m i l i t a r y  b a n d v  c o u l i  b n e t i m e t  n r  >duce n t h e r

. i e n t e r t a i n  n t  be. Id a, t h e i r  v - : u l a r  o i  m - t  i r  c o n c e r t s  
nttsicJ1

.uhree e v  n i n  . a  v>a< i n  1 ie .'own O r r d e n c .  I n
two ^

, r£r th-"* t r  >opo o t  i t  i n n e r  n t  K n r t  i ; : m i e r  had  t h e i r  ownrarit2Du. t.

•

?he-  rtlv.o he t l  ) l r  own f l e e  c l u b  o r  m a d r i g e l  g r o u p ,  end  

t :  t h e  C i v i l i a n  -do u l a t i o n  li t h e  C i t y  r e l i e d  on t h e

.

-  X, .rban i n  J u l y  1- 5=n‘ a v e  Vul c o n c e r t  on 30 Decem ber

_ t:e  Trafalgar H e l l  w i t h  n i l  th  v r i e t y  tt which Durban

awhenoee h ad  1 r e  on'- n c e u e t o 1 -  -  on. . , i e e r ,  c o r r . e t  . i o l o s ,

Christy i n  t r e l v , i d u r l e .  • ; e ;  an 'c  u >f t n ^ i r

•

they p l a y e d  r e g u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Town A r d e n s  and a t  c h a r i t a b l e

.

ob the Diamond ".eld. . «« a t tended  by more than 600

'

She member, o f  t h e  52nd H e r l m e n t  c o n t - l b u t e i  t o  t h e  m e e t

regular o f  t i . e  Town e n t e r t i . l r e :  n t .  a t  ' : ■ e r l 0 , ; :  t h e

Penny a e e d l r ,  w h i c h  w e r e  h e l d  e v e r y  F r i d a y  I n  t h e  n a - l y - b u l  I t

t a l e n t  fo u n d  e p l a t f o r m .  S e r  y n  ' " .........

Inedv laeM llty  o f  mn'ving o v n l l ^ l e  to  the conm.unlty no «

whole each  i n e x p e n o l v e  . .n te r tn ln n v e n t  became c l e a r  t o  M . ,  ,

'

themaelvee , o , n  b e c e .e e  o u b a l d l e r y  t o  t h e  c o n c e r t  — W _____

'

. .
. . 

. .
•i3nd Re; Im̂  n t " .
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r i ch  p ro v ed  t o  oe  t t i e  g r e r . t e r  a t t r a c t i o n ,  a n d  e e v e r a l  

u j idee i rab ies  ( m a i n l y  y o u t h a )  g a i n e d  a d m le t  I o n .  I n t e r r u p t l o n e  

became eo f r e q u e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r e e l d i n g  chEvirman waa o f t e n  

r i i g e d  t o  c l o a e  t h e  p r o c e  d i n g f . To moke c u r e  o f  a more  

ec, l e c t  a u d i e n c e  a d m ie .  i o n  v.t.k by t i c k e t  o b t a i n a b l e  d u r i n g  

, . e week, on a p p l i c a t i o n ;  b u t  - h e n  t h i e  f a i l e d  t o  k e ep  

-w,y it. r o w d i e r  e l e m e n t  t h e  Pen ny  R e a d i n g s  w e re  g r a c e d  w i t h  

' e name o f  " ? r i d  ,y C o n c e r t p rt, ■ n d  t h e  o r i c e  o f  p d m le e l o n  

Wrf rm lred  t o  1 / 6 .  F o r  v a r i e d  y e t  p r e d o i  i n a n t l y  a e r l o u e  

e n te r ta in m e n t  t h e ; e c o r  r e n t e  were  r one o f  t h e  m o a t  a u c c e a a r u l  

th e  d a y .  W i t h  f i  v o u r a t  l e  w e a t h e r  p r o e p e c t e  p b  many ee

400 p e o p le  m i g h t  be p r e s e n t .

D u r in g  K e b r u n r y  n n i  1 r c h  1871  l i T g e r  ( a n d  n o l e l e r )  

crowd, f l o c k e d  to  R s t o r e  Rt tn e  low er  ( ’SnEt 2n d " )  o f  

Wect S t r e e t  t o  eee R new drnm Rtlc  s t u n t  d e v i s e d  t y  

Ur. D 'Arcy H eed .  T h i s  w rs  t h e  “S p e c t r o s c o p e " ,  a l a r g e  s h e e t  

of p l a t e  g l a s s  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  which he  m a n ip u la te d  l i g h t  

and shadow eo c l e v e r l y  t r . a t  he v - e d  th e  I l l u s i o n  o f  

moving s p e c t r e s .  In d e e d .  Mr. H ea d 's  “g h o a to lo g y "  becam e 

the t a lk  o f  t h e  Town. a n d  I n t e r e s t e d  t n e  I n d ia n  comm unity  

for  whom s p e c i a l  p e r fo rm a n c e s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d .  The more  

s e r io u s  p a r t  o f  t h e  show war t h e  m u s ic a l  b a c k g r o u n d  ot 

e x c e ro tc  f rom  O o u n o d ' a bung  by a company o f  s o - c a l l e d

" im perB onB to rB " , en d  w hen ,  n t  or.-* ; i i h .. i  ̂ ,

exuberant members o f  t h e  a u d ie n c e  s t a m p e d  t h e i r  f e e t  In  time

'

stopped p l o y i n g  nnd  r e b u k e d  the i r  r - v e i  l y  ____

- "Locnl nnd G e n e r a l " .
l )  •

Newe^

2) 4 J u l y  1 8 V I ,  P .  2 ,  c o l .  6 , " r h e  ,;oh. c r t " .

3) NOI. 11 F e b .  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  1 » co1 * 1 •, d v e i t *

4) M -  11 M a rch  1 8 7 1 .  2, col. b, "Locnl nnd Generf



D i s s o l v i n g  v i e w s  ( m n r l c  l a n t e r n  e h o w e ) , p I bo drew 

^,r ge c ro w d s .  A Mr. S t o c q u e l e r  I n t r o d u c e d  h i e  " d i o r a m a "  

t0 Durban. To make h i e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  l i v e l i e r  he  t o l d  J o k e s  

6nng 0 few s o n g s ,  tnd Mr. G o r g e  P u l  l o c k  p r o v i d e d  t h e  

re8t of t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  m u s i c  m  t h e  p i a n o f o r t e .

In t h e  y e a r s  1 3 7 0  a n d  1371  t h e  a d v e n t u r dub w e r e  s t i l l  

^elng a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  D iamond F i e l d s .  Men l e f t  t h e i r  

T r a l l e s  t o  go i r o e  p ec  t i n g .  Some r e t u r n e d  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  

the l a r g e  f o r t u n e  t h e :  h s  1 h o p e d  t o  nuv 'e .  A few d i e d ,  

l - ,v in t :  t n c l r  f a m i l i e s  I n  D u r b a n  w i t h  I n s u f f i c i e n t  means o f  

support. A c e r t a i n  Thomst 2 1 1 1 s  was o n e  o f  t h e  l e e s  f o r t u n a t e ,  

2, d t0  r e l i e v e  t n e  d i s t r e s s i n g  p l i g h t  o f  h i s  b e r e a v e d  f a m i l y  

the T r a f a l g a r  H a l l  warn e n g a g e d  f o r  a b e n e f i t  c o n c e r t  on 

7 September 1 3 7 1 ,  r . t  whl<*h a b o u t  600 p e o p l e  w e re  p r e v e n t ;  

i t  * 8e a l s o  t o e  m e m o r a b l e  o c c a s i o n  on w h i c h  two n e w l y - form ed 

o u s l c a l  s o c i e t i e s  -  t n e  I n s t r u m e n t a l  U n ion  and  t h e  O rph eu s  

Society  -  made t h e i r  f i r s t  u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e .

B e n e f i t  c o n c e r t s  w e re  v e r y  w e l l  p a t r o n i z e d .  " lie ut Htn 

of Mr. M. J .  McKen, t h e  f i r s t  c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  B o t a n i c  l a r d e n e ,

»r R t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  m d e m o n s t r a t t m o . u ^ r . vy

widow and U  i l l y .  A g a i n  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  m u s i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n

Durban were  c a l l e d  u p m  f o r  , c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  H a l l .

the Duroan A m a te u r , , ,  t h e  O rn h e u ,  S o c i e t y ,  M,d a number  o f

s o l o i s t s .  The f luccepi '  ot t h e  ev  -r .ing * p t"  1 1 î an 

marred o n ly  by  t h e  " t o p p i n g  o f  - w a t e r  r a t t l e  o ’ J l J ' A

u n r o l l e d  befor* th e  w pec tn to rB .

. . .

3) Nj_C. 8 S e p t .  1871,  p. %, co * 1 ’ ” " ’ ^  ' r t



t te  back o f  t h e  n a i l  w n e r e  r e i r e e h m e n t s  e r e  b e i n g  s e r v e d .

Wqn a t  t h i s  c o n c e r t  t u o t  Mr. %. P .  L a m p o r t  -  p a r o d i s t  i n

hi3 t^pare t i m e  -  was  g r e a t l y  a p p l a u d e d  f o r  a p e r f o r m a n c e  o f ^

oWri v e r e i o n  o r  t h e  r i n g  "God b l e s e  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s " .

The P o i n t  a n d  Syd en h am ,  o o t l i  o u i l t i t n g  up t h e i r  :wn 

.1 l i f e ,  n e e d e d  on o c c a e l o n  t  ie a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  Town 

v t , ; Bnd m u s i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  when a c o n c e r t  waa g i v e n .

T. P. J a m e s 1 a " s p a c i o u s  new i r o n  s t o r e "  a t  t h e  P o i n t  wae

= e ;. f o r  a c o n c e r t  on J3  P e b ru i  ry  1 8 / 2 ,  and  t r a n s p o r t  

„..r n .e rnen te  w e re  made w i t h  t h e  N a t a l  R a i l w a y s  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  

vi d t o r s  I n  s p e c i a l  t r u c k s  " p r o p e  l e d  by K a f i r  p o w er"  to  and 

fror, t h e  P o i n t .  9 y d - n h a m ,  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e s e  d a y a  a s  a 

r i r a l  v i l l a g e ,  w e n r. r e  I s o l a t e d  c o m : u n i t y  t h a n  t h e  P o i n t ,  

but p r o g r e s s i v e  I n  a l l  i t s  n u r l c a l  u n d ^ r l a  i n g e .  Co c e r t s  

were g iv e n  i n  t h e  S y d en ham  H a l l  (w h ich  s t o o d  on wha t  l a  t o d a y  

,  vacan t  s t a n d  a t  t.-,e c o m e r  o f  R a n d l e s  Soafl a n d  S p e a m a n  Roed) 

rod t h o e .  . h o  o r g a n i s e d  t h - t  e o u , : h t  t h e  h e l p  o f  m u s i c i a n s  I n  

Tom . h o  came . t l l l n g l y .  I f  t h e  n i g h t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  

stormy t h e  v i s i t o r s  a r r i v e d  l a t e .  Some c o n c e r t s  I n  s M  o f  

the n e w ly - f o r m e d  S yd e n h a m  I n s t i t u t e  . e r e  h e l d  I n  t h e  

Songrega t l  m a l  S c h o o l r o o m  I n  M e rcu ry  L a n e .  U n c e r t a i n t y  o f

'

people  m a n a re d  t o  r e a c h  Town I n  s p i t e  o f  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  n o i s e  o f  r a i n  on  an i r o n  r o o f  was e n o u g h  t o  

mar th e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m e r s .  How ever ,  u n d e r  t h e s e  

d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  c o n o e  ' o f  S e p t e m b e r  t o o k  p l a c e .  

Sydenham m u s i c i a n s  m a k i n g  t h e  s i x  m i l e  J o u r n ey  I n t o  Town.

1) & &  18 May 1 8 7 2 ,  p .  S ,  c o l s .  4 . 6 .  'Ti e  y c h » n  C o n c e r t  .
. - i "The P o in t  C o n c e r t " .

2) N.G. 27 F eb .  1 8 7 2 ,  p .  • C 01* 1 „Trie F o i n t  C o n c e r t" .
k..v. 27 F eb .  1 8 7 2 ,  P* , OOi. .
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Tn. *r u m e n t n l  U n io n  ( c o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  t h e  O r c h e s t r a l  
The ' i )
Ur.ion) now . * ^ m e n te d  by a  d o u b l e - b a s s  a n d  a p i c c o l o ,  t n e  

^urbrm A m a te u r s ,  t h e  O r p h e u s  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  some o f  D u r b a n ’ s

■

t ec'rer and  I r a  H i r s t )  o i l  made t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
5 r ^  2) 
prognnmnie.

X ay 1 » 7 2  t . . e  Penn y  R e a d i n g s  w e r e  g i v e n  a n o t h e r  t r i a l  

the C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S c h o o l r o o m .  The p r i c e  o f  a d m i s s i o n

WFC rP i p e d  t o  3d ,  t n e  avow ed  p u r p o s e  o f  t h o s e  g a t h e r i n g s
*5)

eing to  i n s t r u c t  t h e  y m t h  o f  t n e  Town. The m e e t i n g s  were  

t on T h u r a d a y  e v e n i n g  a n d  p r o v e d  t o  be  a s  p o p u l a r  ae  t h e y  

- d  been a y e a r  b e f o r e .  T o r e  who w e re  i n t e r e s t e d  w ere  

given t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  m a k i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  p l a t f o r m  

appearance #f r e n d e r s ,  s i n g e n  . d t  i n s t r u m e n t a l i e t a .  t u s i c  

«a8 s t i l l  t h e  m a in  a t t r a c t i o n  a t  t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s .  The 

Durban A m a te u r s  a n d  I n a t r x  e n t a l  U n io n ,  made t h e i r  

c j n t r l b u t l o n  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t l : . e .  U r .  S. P. L a m p o r t ,  . t i l l  

popular  a r  a r i n g e r  o f  c o m ic  r o n g a ,  = «"«  r e g u l a r l y  a nd  a t  t h e  

H a t  o f  t n e  a e r i e s  f > r  1 8 72  o D l l g e d  t h e  company w i t h  o n e  o f  

h i .  own Bongs o f  - l - ’v en  v e r . e .  c a l l e d  "The Song  o f  t h e  B l u f f
4 ) : |

L igh thouse  ' .

Prom 31 Hay 1 07 2  t h e  D u rb a n  A m a te u r  Band mnde n r e g u l a r  

appearance  e v e r y  f o r t n i g h t  m  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  o r  S a t u r d a y  

a f t e r n o o n . ,  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  Town W a r d e n s .  Tuey n l . iye . t  t n e  

s t a n d a rd  m u s i c  fo r  m i l i t a r y  b a n d s :  m a r c h . . ,  dance times,

and o p e r a t i c  s e l e c t i o n . ,  a nd  t e r  r . r l l y  e , Jo y e d  a p o p u l a r i t y  .. ,  .

•h lc l ,  e v o k ed  t h e  g e n e r o u s  s u g g e s t i o n  • 1 ' j      .

.

. .

») M .  1 6  Way 1 8 7 2 .  p .  %  c o l .  « .  H e a d i n g . " .

4) K ^ .  1 2  D ec .  1 8 7 2 .  p .  8 .  c o l .  6 .  V  n '■ . h a d i n g .  .
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flopted db a B o r o u g h  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,  r e c e i v e  o 

. j i t f l d e  BUDSidy. But v i  1 t i n g  b a n d s  a l w a y s  g a v e  a b e t t e r  

.. ^ofvy o f  m u s i c a l  p r  > f i c l e n o y ,  anti t h e  l o c a l  a m a t e u r s  w ere  

^ y i e n t a r i l y  f o r g o t t e n  when t h e  Band o f  t h e  7 b t h  R e g im e n t  

. r ^  M a r i t z b u r g  movad down t o  D u r b a n  i n  A u g u s t  and  g a v e ^ a  

, , - Ce r t  I n  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  H a l l  w i t h  t h e i r  own g l e e  c l u b .

Sar y In  1 173 Mr. J .  .V. Hay g a r t h  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  hi  e t o u r  

3f the  E a s t e r n  Cape  P r o v i n c e  and t h e  Diamond F i e l d s  h a v i n g  

ea’Tied f o r  h i  s e l f  n r e p u t n t i  n a ? s i n g e r  ; f  com ic  . m g s .

, f i r g t  a u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  D urban  was 

st the C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S c h o o l r o o m  )n  7 F e b r u a r y  i n  a "D raw ing  

Sooo E n t e r t a i n m e n t "  g i v e n  u n d e r  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  Mayor.  ^  

Kaygarth’ s two s o n s ,  W1V lam and  Fm n k , e a c h  s a n g  a few s o n g s .  

?or the  . • '  ond D r  y i n g  Room f t . t e r t  1 • n t  on 19 J u n e  H a y g a r t h ,

a s s i s t e d  oy h i s  two y o u n g  R one ,  a nd  t h e  O r c h e s t r a l  Union 

hired t h e  T r a f a l g a r  H a l l .  H a y g a r t h  r e s u m e d  h i s  e a r l i e r  

musical a c t i v i t i e s  i n  D m b n by  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  

the Durban t - r t e u r  Band whose  f i r . t  and  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

.  p r a r a n c  u n d e r  t  e new c o n d u c t o r  was n t  t h e  b a n - u e t  g i v e n  

in Ju ly  t o  e l c o m e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  S i r  B e n ja m in  P i n e ,  when,  w i t h  

a group o f  f i n ,  e r a  c a '  l e d  t h e  ”D i r :  > .Vvui ~n i n  , t u e y  ^

On 2 2  A r l l  1373 t h e  O r c h e s t r a l  U nion  and t h e  Dor bon 

Amateurs c o m b in e d  t o  g i v e  a c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  H a l l  

under t h e  p a t r o n a g e  »f t h e  p r e v i o u s  G o v e r n o r  Art.aay K u s g ra v e

.

See p . 1,6

. •

3) M . 1 Feb. 1873. p. » .  c o l .  1. "L o e .l ond (Vmorpl".

sbd C o l o n i a l " .  S e r  p . i f '

3 i r  B. C. C. P i n e  1 . 0 . U.
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. . w i f e .  The p ro g ram m e w h i c h  o p e n e d  w i t h  t h e  O v e r t u r e  
tudd nlb

j h e e t r a l  U n io n ,  

m a i n l y  e o n ^ e  a n d  g l e e s  and  f i n i s h e d  l o n g  a f t e rcompr*^

11 P"-'"
urce 0 f  a n n o y a n c e  t o  t l .  >pe wrio uxd f a r  t o  t r a v e l  home.

..vtr  .-or t h o s e  who h ad  . . h u r t  d i s t a n c e s  t o  go t h e  poor  s t r e e t  

Ughting was h a r d l y  c o n d u c i v e  t o  c o m ; o r t n o l e  p r o g r e s s  on a 

j.r.- n i g h t .  On l e s s  f o r m a l  o c c a s i o n s  e n c o re r  were demanded 

3ver and o v e r  a g a i n  f r o m  go) i l l  r  B i n g e n  who found th em se lv es  

fit the mercy o f  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e .  When t h e  C o n g re g a t io n a l  

TiiurBdey R e a d i n g s  o f  1 4 7 2  w e re  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  t h i s  e m b a r ra s s in g  

- . tua t ion  th e  p r e s i d i n g  c h a i r m a n  a d o p t e d  t h e  s t r o n g  l i n e  o f

dlEftl lowing e n c o r e s .

The f i r s t  o f  t h e  1 9 " 3  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  f o r t n i g h t l y  

e n t e r t . l m n e n t e  wee M l 4 o n  F r i d a y  6 A u g u - t  « e n  t h e  D o rb an  ^  

X-at- .i re  p r o v i d e d  m o a t  o f  t h e  m u r l e a l  I t e m s  on t h e  p ro g r a n in e .

At t h e  s e c o n d  c o n c e r t  o f  t h »  e e r i e r  t h e r e  w e r e  so  ' " n y  rowdy 

reople  i n  t h e  n u d l - n c e  t h a t  I t  w„e n e c e r s a r y ^ t o  a d j o u r n  t h e  

n e s t in g  a t  an e a r l y  e t - v e  I n  t h e  o r o c e e d l n g a .  A f t e r  th is  

h n p le a sa n t  I n c i d e n t  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  on  T h u r s d a y s  t h e r e b y

eoeie l e t t e r s  a ; , p e e r e d  I n  t h e  p a p e r s  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  bad 

manners a t  c o n c e r t s .  But  one c o r r e s p o n d e n t  who s i g n e d  

n lmself  ’’P l a n t e r "  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e  Congrega 11 un i e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  

with m e r c i l e s s  c o n t e m p t ;  f ro m  w h i c h  I t  m i g h t  w e l l  be I n f e r r e d  

th a t  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  r e n d i n g  and  * * ' ' '________

d) JUZ. 7 Aug. 1 8 7 8 ,  p .  $• c 0 ’ 1 ' '  KV'‘n l n ‘
S n t e r t s l n m e n t s 11. (

4) 23  Aug. 1 8 7 3 ,  p .  3 ,  ^ o l .  6 , ' W c a '  ' .



183

thPt  o f  Lhe mu. i c a l  p e r r o n n n n c e t i ,

"A m o re  p i t i f u l ,  m e a g r e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  c o u l d  
n o t  p o e e i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  b e i o r e  a n  E n g l i s h

■

The loot of the. e entert'Inmenta took niece on 

19 Dece er 1 73.

If at any time a ch >1r f  50 *r ,0 performers could be 

mustered t..e temptation w . to perfnm the choral excerpts 

;rom the .ett.er- vah >r>'.torl oa, t it nt t «i. t i  .ie ouch an

t'nterprlee wa. or i t le :;1. «. t n ti. t c mrche: . On

23 Decern-e r  1 8 7 3  trie Pren yterlan church crtolr, with the 

per istance of tr.e D ..r. an A. a.tears c t ie Orcher tral U nion ,

• erforned an e l  b o r a te  n . I t  ouo rogram e from t h e  

1 -r:<6 o f  ' In a :: c  r t .  Th l .  wap s u c h  e s u c c e s s

tnat it was ru er ted a . i il nr c ncert might be given i n
2 )

the New Year. 7 ere i s .  « ever, no record that such a

: ncert  t o  c* .

The Christy Ml’ t relr were me i n  Natal i n  t h e  e a r l y

oart  of 1 4; n t the ear ter con >n y  >f 1865, b u t  a n o t h e r

called the rt;i rvey-Dou icrty-Le. 1 e- ' r a h am  .linet  re 1 r. u n d e r  

the rr.rirv •*rvr.t o 1. H. rv■ ’ -. ” " . , 1 "  r'i ; other

con onl ee w o rou"e ! the -antry, c lined to be both

’’celebratedH end of the  ^ o r ig in a l*  m ln a t r e l s  s t a r t e d  cy t'.e 

C h r is ty  B r o t h e r s  In t n -  U.S.A. T v c xnpmny opened i n  t h e  

T ra f a lg a r  Hi l l  in March 1 174 and i lined in  Town for anout 

« month. The had a t  l e a p t  1 >or ■ >d = i n g e r s ;  m e >t waom

. . .

: :
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, i an a c e l l i s t  a n d  a n o t h e r  a v i o l i n i s t ,  l o t h  c f i n a b l e  o f
was
resen t i n g  a s e r i o u s  i n s t r u n i e n t n l  p r o m t ' tie. The comic

„e,r) element w: ;. a .u p a l i  -d 7  t h e  t Lr ing and "stump orations" 

Harvey and D o u r h e r t y .  i r l e r m i e  wa; cor on t o  a l l  negro 

" ins t re l  t r o u p e . . b u t  w i t h  tt-.i Com? < iy I t  v. . t h e  > a r i a  r o u e  

grand o p e r a ,  tlv- o >erat  t a a t  came i n  Tor s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  

■ n>* XL LL:-LlL ’ ■ H r !  ( '  I f e ) , !>a Sonnar/t  u l a  (/«■ l.l i n i ) , 

ti ^rnvr . to rc  ( V e r l i )  e n d  Tip- l r :  - - l ; i c h e n  o f  

v0‘’--mbfich). The >r t o r i  oui <• o n c e r t - g o e r i -  In D urban  w e re

growing t l r  ■ i >f lacV •*! •»< ! .C'- nt'. n* ro  t u r l e e q u e ,  and 
Wken i t  wae r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h i i  com pany  was c a p a b l e  o f  more 

?eriouB e f f o r t ;  l r .  t h e  r . u a i c e l  l i n e ,  f o r  t h , » l r  f a r e w e l l  

concert tl&ey were rc lues ted to make the generous concession
0f 8 earing for once 1 t lei at wit:, white facet . Leslie
ilth hie superb singing (he had a v agnlflcent vocal range 

well into the r ’.to rc. i. t - r )  nd a-H a l t e d  t  e congregation

t r . r* ny  R-  r  l i  v c t h "  * r  H 1 '  ' ' ' '  Ahl_» ACC ' s r a . l n g l :

the f a r - w e l l  c o r  c e r t  t o  "» • c e  o n  1 A r i  ' .  T <' p r o a r n n a . e

1-6 Sl ide u p  o f  l a ”  s ,  s i  , " t  , t r i o s  -  H’- t ' . y  v o c a l ,
V l o i o r . -

* l t h  : l o r  f  ^ ; : v i  i l i n .

Prom J a . u a r y  19 7 4  H r y g a r t h  a r r n n g e d  m ore  "Drewing-Room

■

many t h a t  a c h n r a e  o f  4 / -  f o r  a d m l s  i o n  w a n  r n t h » r  h i g n  in 
e o o p a r l s o n  w i t h  t h e  I n e x p e n s i v e  f o r t r  :.g i t l y  c  u i o o r t . -  at .  t h e

C o n g re g a t io n a l  S c h o o l r  >om. V: 1 1 1 1 e l ‘V

charge 6 / _ ;  o u t  f o r  l o c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p r i c e s  hod t>  come

1 )

1) T te  M r l - e w  ^which u n u i - l y  " 
P*rt of  th e  mlr n t r e l  • t T t  t lr  ■

2) See p. p.ip .

t ea l  l e - B r a  ham .. - r: ‘ r e  I t  '•
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4oWn u n l e e e  t n e  c o n c e r t  wr-.a f o r  a c h a r i t a b l e  p a r t  e .  At 

tnie p e r io d  I n e x p e n s i v e  a m a t e u r  m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  w ere  

-cin^ o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  Th< C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  

rc uried t h e  a n n u a l  a e r i e ,  o f  p o p u l a r  c o n c e r t s  on 27 J u n e  1 8 7 4 ,  

anj  the  D urban  Young H e n ' i  A i . o o c i a t l o n  h e l d  a m o n t r l y  c o n c e r t  

r the A l i v n l  S t r e e t  S c h o o l r o o m .  One o f  t h e  m o a t  I m p r e e a l v e  

t h e r e  a m a t e u r  c o n c e r t o  waa h e l d  I n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

Schoolroom on 28 J u l y  1874 t o  r r l a e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  r e - r o o r i n g  

->• the  n a t i v e  c - c h o o l r io m  a t  I r . - n d a .  I t  war o r g a n i z e d  by 

Mr. W. P e a r c e ,  Mr. 5 . A. P l a t t  v, i th< " c o n d u c t o r " ,  and  t h e  

evening's  e n t e r t < l i - ’.e r t  -  <• ? . l i  t i n g  m a i n l y  i f  p i a n o f o r t e  

eolos,  aong£ , l u e t t  , ^ l e e i  , i nd i c o m e t  e o l o  -  v ae g r a c e d  

by Ma f e e h i o n f i i  l e  a u d i e n c e " .

Tne Duri un Cl ^ r n l  Soc e t y  f, r; ed cy Mr. 2 .  A. P l a t t  was 

In e x i s t e n c e  i n  Decent,  e r  1 4 a no ve a f l r r t  c o n c e r t  on

9 Pebru? ry  18 "5 w i t h  a r o ^ r  : a o f  c h o r u .  at , s o l o s ,  d u e t s ,

t r i o s  f rom  t h e  o r a t o r i o s  E l a n  ( e n d e l  e. o f j i y ,

(Haydn) and  K - : . l a h  ( H a n d e l ) .  T n i e  wae l o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

those Bereaved by t h e  l o e s  o f  t h e  two eh.lps i rr-.i.cvnr I and

"Tne 3t; r  W l e r " on ti D a c e n : c r  1 8 7 4 .  A l l  t h e  c h u r c h  c h o i r s
■

combined t o  mmke t h e  c o n c e r t  a f i n  n c l a l  s u c c e e s ,  a l t h o u g h  

c o n ce r t s  o f  e e r i i u s  m u r l c  w e re  n o t  i d e a l  l o r  r a l t l i ^  f u n u s .

Negro m i n s t r e l s ,  on tr ie  o t h e r  t . r n d ,  n'wf..  f <..rew t n e  

crowds. goon a f t e r  t  e May r ' s  Wreck Fund had  b e e n  o p e n e d  

in 187b a v i s i t i n g  c o n c e r t  p a r t y ,  c om posed  o f  rome o f  t h e  

crew o f  t h e  H.M.S.  " M e r l i n " ,  g a v e  a m in i  ; t r - e  1 - -n te i  t 

In the  T r a f a l g a r  M al l  on  17 J u n e  arid

1) NfcM, 28 J u l y  1 8 7 4 ,  p .  3 .  c o l .  " ,  "C or- r -T t  i n  nl«i o l  t n e  
■nnndp C h u r c h " .  •
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"  v.o ea ' v i P  v  itn  t h e  I i n d r e v . o f  p e o p l e  t o  
ge t  i n B i d e  t h e  Hr M t h  t  oe.otv v»- pv o c c u n t e d  
w i th o u t  a n y  r e ,  t‘d  a a t  > n., . e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
i r e v i o n e l y  eru/i ;ed  o r  n o t "  1 )

z

"ina’’eh, i n  t r y i n r  t o  r v  l u c e  11.* d e b t  or th< 1 r  new c h u r c h ,

. . ;  „ ,,t , > n 6 i d e r  i t  u n d i g n i f i e d  t o  e t a  e n Ghri  a t y  M i n s t r e l  

in  t h e i r  a c h D O lr  o i : I n  J u l y  1 76,.

Tiie C o n p re y  t ’ in  1 T u r r  .ay v jn l n g  e n t e r t  i n d e n t s

•

ither mu. Ica.l  ; t t  t  no i • w : t h e  1 . 0 .  r. " l i t  r u r y

r.d - i e l c a l "  r . t e r*  I n  - n t  . * -- Te p l n r e 1 H 1 ,  l e l d

S treet ,  u s u a l l y  h ' d o r  T h u r  d y e v e t i i  . : t h e  " h e a d i n g s  and

; ;ng ing - I n  t h e  T r r . f  1 r  .. 11 o r  t . i z e d  by tt .  A n g l i c a n

l u r c h  o f  S t .  Cv i n ’ . : -  1.  ; t  mI p  b u i l d i n g  f u n d ;

B-r^a S c h o o l ro o m  c o n c e r t o  -  » * i . in c lu d e * :  i n ^ t  •‘•Vi

81 -  i n  « i d  o f  t h e  l u l l  i n g  f u n d  f o r  t h e  B e re a

O o ngregn t tona l  C u r c h ;  t h "  " a c >1 '-d Irr.v - * i.o " v lT;K

la the  f r a f a l g  r  R a i l  t o  e r t  M i s h  a  fu n d  o r  ’ ae »ana  cn 

the Roval D u r t  .n i i f l e o ;  a n d ,  I n  A n r  if t . ‘ r o i e a p i . o n n l  

Va? l e a l  and  -.ir urn t i c  e n t e r t  a l n n e n t . - ’ v ai .*1: t i . r  **• :

Oonpany ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  L i r  nda -H :  " ) e r  Cor: e r y )  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  

T ra fa lg a r  H a l l  c . -i ag  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 7 6 .  P e r h a p s  i t  was 

because o f  a l l  t h e r e  o t h e r  r u n i c  1 a t t r a c t . i  Dm -hr

. .
ntertVin:  o: t

) I n d e p e n d e n t  O r d e r  o f  ^  ,d > m l)1 lI'Pe 

. .

.

fliateup0 rt.

z
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+i n n a l  c o n c e r t s  i n  Town w e re  d l B c o n t l n u e d  a f t e r  1 8 7 5 .  
Congrefa  ’

Barly l n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 6  e fam o u s  s o p r a n o ,  Madame Anna

t h e  Widow o f  t h e  l a t e  S i r  Henry  B i s h o p ,  made h e r  t h i r d  
Bishop, t n e  w

. „ r  and  v i s i t e d  D u r b a n  b r i n g i n g  a s  h e r  a c c o m p a n i s t  
forlo toui

r o R c e l l e F .  From t h e  m i d d l e  o i  J a n u a r y  t o  t h e  Oheriee L m B c e i i ;
e o f  F e b r u a r y  s h e  g a v e  a b o u t  t h r e e  r e c i t a l s  a week i n  

p Trf. ■ I g a r  H a l l .  She  was 6 6  y e a r  a o l d ,  a n d  t h o u g h  h e r  

vv. „  h, d  l o s t  much o f  I t s  f o r m e r  m e l l o w n e e e  D u rb a n  was 

grest^y f l a t t e r e d  bv  h e r  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  Town. She p r e f e r r e d  

. . . lng b a l l n d e ,  b u t  i n c l u d e d  » few o p e r a t i c  e r l n e ,  end 

- m e r e l l y  mede e p o i n t  o f  e l n Kl n g  "Ho. e Sw ee t  Home", t h e  ^  

M t - t o o w n  o f  e l l  h e r  h u e b e n d ' e  e o n g e .  G h a r . e e  L e e c e U e e  

„ „  „  a b l e  p i e r  l e t .  end  he  b e d  e b a r i t o n e  v o i c e  w i t h  an 

e x tr a o r d in a r y  r a n g e  w h i c h  e n a t  l e d  him t o  . I n *  t e n o r  e o l o e  

wren he c h o e e .  He we l e o  e  c o m p o e e r .  The c o m p o e l t l o n  

or Me w h ic h  e x c i t e d  m o a t  I n t e r e e t  war t h e  " H e t l o n e l  Hynm o f  

South A f r i c a "  w h i c h  wee p e r f o r m e d  I n  D u r b a n  a b o u t  f o u r  t i m e .

with t h e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  o f  ad *. * '• r.r  ...................

. . .  '

p a r t i c u l a r l y  I m p r e n I v e .

While  Anna B le h o p  w e .  I n  D u rb a n  an  a t t « u p t  w e .  made t o  

give a c o n c e r t  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  et,

The Grand D u c h - n  f  n i r o l a t e l B .  ( O f f e n b a c h )  an.’ L L S m k U X  

(Verdi) .  To make t h e s e  p e r f o r m  '"p

p o sa lb le  t h e  b e e t  o f  ^ r b a n ^ o  v o c a l  and  i n e t r u m e n t a l  t a l e n t  

was e ngaged ,  and  n v e r y  f i n e  i ' ”  : y ________________

See p . i fY -  ,
M .  lb F e b .  W O .  p .  a .  COI. 5 .  "Kbdrme Anna Blemor a



Sm eaton ,  a s i n g e r  o f  p o p u l a r  b a l l a d e , who wae l a t e r  
Hr. I '  1)

t h e  '’Sima R e e v e s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a " .
loio^

S e v e r a l  t h e a t r i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  v i s i t e d  D u rb a n  i n  1 6 7 5

,077 I n  A u g u s t  1 6 7 6  Mr. a n d  Mrs .  E. V. S i n c l a i r ,  
and 1 ° M ‘

rtnerly o f  t h e  S e f t o n  P a r r y  Company,  r e a c h e d  D u rb an  a f t e r  

ve~j f * ; c c e y e f u l  s e a s o n  o f  50 p e r f o r m a n c e s  on t .  -  Diamond 

p i e l d e ^  and  b e c a m e  t h e  new p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  h a l l  

*hich th e y  converted  i n t o  t h e  " T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e " .  I n  

Decenter 1676  Madame C o r a  V a l  Voee and  Company a r r i v e d  i n  

3...t a n  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  I n  A p r i l  1877 by  C a p t a i n  D le n e y  Roebuck

snd the  U n i t e d  S e r v i c e  D " - o a t l c  Corni^any; e a c h  h a v i n g  

coaple ted  a e u c c e e a f u l  on I n  C a p e to w n .  T>eae  co m pan io n

Mde t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t i e  m u e l c  o f  t h e  Town by g i v i n g  

^ t h  d r a m a t i c  a n d  l e a l  p e r f o r m a n c e * .  W i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  

local  m u e l c l a n a  Mr. a n d  Mr.,. S i n c l a i r  o r g a n i z e d  v a r i e t y  

concerts  e v e r y  T u e r d a y  ,nd F r l  l a y  e v e n i n g  I n  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  

Theatre .  On t h e r e  o c c a e i o n a  Mr. Hay<,«.r-.:t » « a  

acconpan le t  a n d  p l a y e d  r e l e c t l o n o  on  t h e  p l a n < \ d u r l n g  t h e  

i n t e r v a l , .  I n  J u n e  1877  t h e  S t a r  V a r i e t y  Company a r r i v e d  

order th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  P r o f e a .  o r  ? .  M a t - h l e l e e ,  a v e r y  ahowy 

v l o l l n l e t  , .o r e  p l a y i n g  . . .  " d . e t l n g u l , h e d  by a v a r i e t y  o f  

n u l e a l  a , u l b e  a n d  c r a c k e r * .  He I n t r o d u c e d  t h e  - o r c h e s t r i o n "  

to D r r b a n ! 5 I n  J u l y  H arry R i c k a r d ’ .  V a r i e t y  Company a r r i v e d

.

3) M . 31 J u l y  1 8 7 7 .  p .  3 .  c o l .  4 .  » P r o f « a a o r  U n c h l e l s e  a
n— _ r- iConcert""

« •  ? h e f ' t r e
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_ n ROi 0 o i a n i s t  a n d  s i n g e r ,  Liles M a d e l e i n e  M o r t i m e r .  
with thc  60 ‘

p r o f e e a o r  M n c h i e l s e  a n d  M iee  M or t  r e m a i n e d  13 uurfcan

t e a c h e r s .  P r o f e e a o r  M n c h i e l s e  g a v e  c o n c e r t s  a n d
gg HHlSlL

in  Y\iB s t u d i o  i n  S m i t h  S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  M a so n ic  H a l l  i n

S m i tn  s t r e e t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  T e m p l a r s '  H a l l  i n  F i e l d  S t r e e t .

0, her new names a p p e a r e d  on  p r o g r a m m e s :  M rs .  A t k i n s o n

(gne jji - i e  V l e l l e )  an  o p e r a t i c  r i n g e r  f r o m  C a n a d a  and  t h e

„ . e M  - ipoeoer .  e d  a s w e e t  m e z z o - s o p r a n o  v o i c e " ,  irnde h e r  
0 . S . A .  " I1U
> a t  i n  August 1 9 7 7  when s h e  ns;  i r t e d  Mr. and  Mrs.  S i n c l a i r  

the T r a f a lg a r  T h e a t r e .  Her  a c c o m p a n im e n t s  w ere  p l a y e d

>y ur. J. H. Unckay.
Owing t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  u n r e s t  i n  N a t a l  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e

outbr«a>. o f  t h e  Z u l u  War I n  J a n u a . v  1 6 7 9 .  t h e r e  w a .  a d e a r t h

of music i n  D u r b a n .  N a v e r t h e l e a a .  t h e  p a n to m im e  " B l u e b e a r d " .

p roduced  a t  t h e  " T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  R o y a l "  I n  J a n u a r y  1="3 .

md . a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  s e v e r a l  p r e f o r m a n c e a  g i v e n  by Baby Benson

(Margaret F i s h ) ,  t h e  t e n - y e a r - o l d  d i m i n u t i v e  A m e r ic an  c h i l d

performer who a p p e a r e d  a t  t i u a  T h e a t r e  I n  F e b r u a r y  w i t h  h e r

t e th e r ,  Ur. J a m e s  P i s h  ( a  v l o l . n t e t ) .  h e r  m o t h e r  J e n n i e  B e n to n

(. s i n g e r ) ,  a nd  Mr.  H. 8 , 1 t h  ( a  p i a n i s t  a n d  s i n g e r ) .  Baby

Benson was m .ln ly  a s i n g e r  o f  C h r i s t y  M i n s t r e l  s o n g s ,  a n d  sh e

M sctened  h e r  f a c e  f o r  t h e  p a r t .  TVo s o n g s  e n d e a r e d  t e r  t o

the p e o p le  o f  D u r b a n :  " P V - a a e  g i v e  me a p e n n y ,  s i r "  ( w h i c h

Anns B ishop  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  D u r b a n  i n  1 6 7 6 )  and  "O ld  B la c k  J o e '  -

the most p o p u l a r  o f  a l l  h e r  s o n g s  and t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e

tour -  , h i c h  s h e  s a n g  t o  t h e  eccom  ,a l m o s t  o f  "an  I n v i s i b l e

choir  Of BOO v o i c e s " ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  was i n v i t e

to “ Jo in  i n " ? 5 Baby B e n s o n ^ j ^ ^

1) M .  38 Aug. 1 8 7 7 .  p .  3 ,  e o l .  »•
Concert",

2) N.M. 15 F e b .  1 8 7 8 ,  P- 2 ,  c o l .  ■’>, c u l v e r t .



t l i c i t v  c a m p a i g n :  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  nhow e v e r y b o d y  was t o

, iia n r e a e n t ” ; nd  “Baby B e n s o n ’ s P o n u l a r  Song Books"
receive <

^eing. s o l d  i n  a l l  t h e  m u s i c  a ho a s .
we*

mi.g w ar  R e l i e f  Fund f o r  thr- b<-” e ive-' m .r  wounded 

tlmUl o t e d  much m u s i c a l  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h ; e a r l y  c r i t i c a l  

t h r  Z u l u  W ar,  anv ; e v e r :  am: t e u r  c m c e r u v  to o k

i  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e .  :iy f a r  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r

 ) f e r f i o n e l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t *  o f  t h e  y e a r  w e re  t h o s e  g i v e n  i n

T h e a t r e  i n  A a r  11 by  i g r o u p  o f  cen O h r l t t y  P l n s t r e l s  

,   ̂ c a l l e d  th em e  e l  Vi a th r  "L ondon  hi n e t  r e  l a " .  I n  t / .e  s p h e r e

0f nore  s e r i o u s  m u s i c  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  y e a r  

1R5 a “g r a n d  s a c r e d  c o n c e r t "  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  v .e e l e y a n  

O h i« h  i n  w e s t  S t r e -  t  on  19 J u l y  when e x c e r p t c  f ro m  t k m d e V e  

an d  I t o z e r t ' r  T .  I f t h  M » - r e  ung  b y  » c - , o : r  o f  60 

p e r fo ra e rn  c o  . u - t o d  : : W. K e e o .  One o f  t h e  coloV. t e

, a6 UBdeme H e n d e l e . ' o h n ,  " c e l e b r n t e d -  e o p r a n o  who v l e l t e d

this occasion  l e  the or • .*'■

John ! -tr ,on ,  " t r n g e d l .n  and . l o c u t lo n lB t  ",w, ,b another

touring a r t i s t  who, a f t e r  an e x t e n e .v e  tour o f  B r i t i s h  

Possession, the »  r Bn t ,  c l i e d  In a t  Durban In O ctob er

1678 and a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  t o E o n . c  H’’ 1 . t  ■

.

. .

T r a f a l g a r  T heatre" .  ^

Kadar.ie Mcnd-il i )hn  ̂ ' ' ' 1T s tandard  Theatre

. .
K.Kh 21 J u l y  1 0 7 9 ,  P- •

Sncreo™l,'usir " .
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, t v  c o m p e l  m :  t t  o ne  o f  t h -  i !dw. *■ v e r y  bod; w: v, t o

. ,ia p i s j G e n t " ;  < nd "iviby env . n ' . P o p u l v r  Song  b o o k s"

re ^ e ln g  s o l d  i n  a l l  t h e  nu- i c  ho . .

T]ie Y/nv R e l i e f  Fund f o r  t h "  h  - d wounded

tirnulnted much m u s i c a l  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h e  e n r l y  c r i t i c a l  

t >r  r  t h e  Z u l u  War ,  a n d  . ov< r  ! a m a t e u r  c i n c e r t e  t o o k  

, , ce v  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e .  f a r  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r

 , e;lBlo n a l  ent r t  laments o f  th e  y e a r  were those  g iven  in
. , , 5 f t e s t r e  i n  A T i l  by  » g r o u p  o ?  t e n  O h r l : ty M i n s t r e l s

,, s e r lo U s '  m u s i c  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  y e a r

V a " g r a n d  s n o r e d  c m c e r t *  w i t c h  t o o l  p l a c e  I n  t h e  W esley  a:. 

iT j rch  i n  West  S t r e e t  on  19  J u l y  when e r c e r p t r  f ro m  H a n d e l ' a 

HeeElah and  M o a a r t ' i  T*. I f t h  B a r a  w - r  ung by  a c h o i r  o f  '

was Madame Mendels, ohn. a " ce le b r a ted *  eo- rano who v i e l t e d

thie occasion  l e  th e  orchet r ? 1
John ant on, " traged ian  and e l o c u t i o n i s t ' .w a s  another

touring a r t i s t  who, a f t e r  an e x t e n s i v e  tour ol B r i t i s h  

1878 and appeared a t  the Masonic 1

.

i «Th' Ohrletye e t  t.hr
. ,

Trafalgar Th"""t r a ".
< r. johftfi erburg in  l -n •

) Mndnn.e Mend- • l e v  ohn r ' th'1 Standard Th-'Rtre
She was the  w! c o f  the ch ' ! n ^ t >r thp Stnndord Opern

‘
had t r a i n  i d t h  l o c  ■ ' t , i . )
Memoriev and i r i s .  ^ >nd • r ilThe Qrnnd s n o r e d  O o n cer  e

. . 
. .

9r cr, '  m i r
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v i s i t i n g  a r t i o t s  d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  D u r b a n :  one  ol

j-r  suiianers B r o w n , Madame M endel  a r o h n '  b a c c o m p a n i s t ,

t38” ' r, c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  M a s o n i c  H a l l  o n  18 D ece m b er  1 8 7 8 ,  w i t h

h , „ t  m c e  o f  M n . L e i g h ,  Mr. J .  M a c k e y , M rs .  A t k l n o o n  
the e6 ,1 x)

gnd Ur. Sm ea ton .
C o n j u r i n g ,  b l a c k  m a g i c , a nd  s t u n t #  o '  e l l  k i n d s  s t i l l

s t t r a c te d  many p e o p l e .  At  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  I n

, „ 1879 " P r o f e s s o r *  H a e e l m u y e r ,  a c o n j u .  - r ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d
ttovemcer xo

novel m u s i c a l  I n v e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  " S t y l o c a r p e "  -  a l i t t l e  

- g t n m e n t  l i k e  a  h a r m o n l c o n ,  nmde o f  I ' ' '  t t . - r ,  w i t h  g l n e s  o r  

’w e  p l a t e s  and  a "m ag i  - d r u m " .  He d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h l m s e l i  

„ n i  f u r t h e r  by  t h e  I n c r e d i b l e  f e a t  o f  p a y i n g  t h e  e v e r -  

popular " C a m l r . l  o f  V e n i c e "  on  t h e  p l a ^ u e l n g  j u s t " a  c o m o n

clothep b r u s h * .
December 1 6 7 ,  b o t h  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  and th e

Itesor.lc H a l l  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  some I t a l i a n  " o p e r a t i c  c o n c e r t . *  

given by t h e  two v i s i t i n g  I t a l i a n  m u s i c i a n s  S i g n o r a  h e r .

L in g e r )  a n d  S i g n o r  n u l l l  ( p i a n i s t )  f r o m  t h e  C a g l l  I t a l i a n  

Opera Company w h i c h  was  d i s b a n d e d  a f t e r  a s e a s o n  In  

Capetown. S e v e r a l  l o c a l  m u s i c i a n ,  c o n t r i b u t e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  

vas very  I l f  ,  I t a l i a n  0 a m  I n  t h e  p r o g r a m s ,  w h ic h  ^  

conformed t o  t h e  u s u a l  p a t t e r n  o f  s o n g s ,  d u e t s  a n a  p l a n , ,  so  i ) . 

0,  o f  , e  n o v e l t i e s  w .  " f o r  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  on •

The, made t h e i r  n e x t  e p p e s m n c .  on  l b  d a n u e r y  I n  t h e  M asonic  

Hell In  S m i t h  S t r e e t  a t  a  c o n c e r t  I n  a i d  o f  t h e  

Benevolent  S o c i e t y .  S i g n o r a  H e r .

sang d u e t s  f rom  ^ ;  _  V ----------- -----------

*> ' n . „ n I t a l i a n  C o n c e r t
3) M l .  19  Dec.  1 8 7 9 .  p .  "  co  ' ’ ’



v i s i t i n g  a r t i o t e  d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  D u r b a n :  one  o f

°th ^  suumnere B row n,  Madame M e n d e l s r o h n *  b a c c o m p a n i s t ,  

ll1? J c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  M a s o n i c  H a l l  on  18  D ecem ber  1 8 7 8 .  w i t h  

^ ‘ g L i e t s n c e  o f  M r s .  L e i g h ,  Mr. J .  M o c k ey . Mrs. A t k i n s o n

. 5 yr. Sm ea ton .
C o n j u r i n g ,  b i s  k  m a g i c ,  and  s t u n t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  s t i l l  

t w c t e d  many p e o p l e .  At  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  I n  

"e - v , r  « 79  " P r o f e a ,  o r "  H a s e l m a y e r ,  a  c o n j u r o r ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d

" Z l m u s i c a l  i n v e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  " S t y l o c a r p e "  -  a  l i t t l e  

instrument l i k e  a  h a r m o n i c o n .  made o f  l e a t h e r ,  w i t h  g l a s s  o r  

fU 9 l  p i a t e s  a n d  a " m a g i c  d r u m " .  He d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h l m s e l .

: r :  r : s :
2 )

clothes b r u s h " .

In  Decem ber  1679 b o t h  t h e  ■ Tl,ea r e  f

gesonlc H a l l  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  some I t a l i a ,  " o p e r a t i c  c o n c e r t s

: : : : : : —
-

,u V i f la ro  (M ozart ,  w i t h
sang due tB  f r o m  ^  ________ ——------------- -

“ “ % %T "Grand Evening  C o n ce r t" .

; )  20 D e c * l ' ’ ^  " p r o f e s e o r  HBBrtlmayer".

8> M .  17 NOV. 1 8 7 9 ,  p .  00 • | iThe i M l e n  c o n c e r t

3) R.U. 19 D e c .  1 6 7 9 ,  P* ’



a r t l c t s  d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  D u r b a n :  one  o f
ther  v i s 11,11 ®

yr  suiraners B r o w n , Madame M e n d e la :  o h n 1a a c c o m p a n i s t ,

n c e r t  i n  t h e  M a s o n i c  H a l l  on 13 D ecem b er  1 8 7 8 ,  w i t h  
-ftve a concc i

s t a n c e  o f  M re .  L e i g h ,  Mr. J .  M a ck e y ,  Mra. A t k i n a o n  
the a s s i s t  -

nd Mr. Smenton.
C o n j u r in g ,  b l a c k  m a g i c ,  an d  e t u n l o  o f  a l l  k l n d a  81111  

g n r 9 0 ted iany p e o p l e .  At  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  I n

v 1B79 " P r o f  61 or" H a a e l r a a y e r , a  c o n j u r o r ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
Sovemtier 1° ^

noV, l  m u s i c a l  i n v e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  " S t y l o c a r p e "  -  a l i t t l e  

t retrmaent  l i k e  a h a r m o n l c o n .  made o f  l e a t h e r ,  w i t h  g l a s s  o r  

Eteel p l a t e s  a n d  a " m a g i c  d r u m " .  He d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h l m s . l l

. t i l l  f u r t h e r  by  t h e  I n c r e d U  I .  f e a t  o r  p l a y i n g  t h e  e v e r -  

popular " C a r n i v a l  o f  V e n i c e "  on  t h e  p i a n o ,  u s i n g  J u s t  a coa,uon

clothes b r u s h " .
In  D e e m b e r  1879  b o t h  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  a nd  t h e

gaaonle H a l l  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  some I t a l i a n  " o p e r a t i c  c o n c e r t s "

given by t h e  t . o  v i s i t i n g  I t  H a n  m u s i c i a n s  91g n o r „  L e r i

i . l n g e r j  end  S i g n o r  , u l U  ( P . a n l s t )  f r o m  t h e  C a g l l  I t a l i a n

opera Company " h i o h  v s  d i e t  i n d e d  a f t e r  a s e a s o n  I n

ess very I l f  l e  I t a l i a n  o p e r a  I n  t h e  - ' . - r - . m u .  ” h lC  .f u r

On, of t h e  n o v e l t i e s  .  a  -  P i ^ W o  f o r  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  on .  

They rn.de t h e i r  n e x t  a p p e a r a n c e  on l b  J a n u a r y  In  t h e  U a s o n lc

w  v ic rn ro  ( M o z a r t )  w i t h  
Bang d u e ts  from  UL —‘—^  """--------     —-----——
----------------------------------------

1, m  D e c .  1 0 , 8 .  p .  S .  „p r o f e B e o r  H a e e l m a y e r " .

8) 17 * » , IB79. P. ». -  ' '
») 11.U. 19 D ec .  187 9 ,  p .  S .  n o 1 -
P a r t y " .



N u l U  o s  n c c o n i t - a n iB t .  The r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  
gignor i

e w i b  q u i t e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  v ; l t h  g l e e s ,  b a l l a d e  a n d  
prog1* "1’ 1 n
p lan o /so lo e .

j ^  n w h i l e  C h a r l e s  L a e c e l l e a  h a d  e G t n b l l F . h e d  a r e p u t a t i o n  

liinu:•' 1 f  i n  M a r i t z b u r g  bp a  conV, i c t o r  o f  l i g h t  o p e r a ,  end

, r  .*r  p i p n i e t  and  co m p oB er  i n  e v e r y  town t h a t  he had  
as 8 t infec t 2)

. .  ,  . h i e  r e c e n t  m u e l c n l  t o u r  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  In
visi «eu.
'n u a " y  1B80 t h e r e  ’whb n n o t h e r  v l i  I t i n g  c o n j u r o r  i n  D u r h n n ,

‘ Cli9r le t  S i l v e s t e r ,  who.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i e  many n o n - m u s i c a l  

oecompliBhmente, wae a g o o d  c o m e t  p l a y e r .  He and  h i e  w i f e  

•:ined L a e c e l l e c ,  t h e n  i n  D u r b a n ,  t o  g i v e  v a r i e t y  c o n c e r t s

in the T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e .

In  May 1 8 8 0  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l  t A n g - i c a n

Church h e l d  *«o o e r t r  I n  I d  o f  t h e  o r g a n  f u n d ,  on e  I n  

the Masonic H a l l  i n  S . 1 t h  S t r e e t  and  t h e  o t h e r  I n  t: .e 

T ra fa lga r  T h e a t r e .  The c h i e f  a t t r a c t i o n  was B e r t i e  P h l l l l p e ,  

,  c le v e r  I m p e r s o n a t o r  f r o m  C a p e to w n ,  who Bang and  r e c i t e d  

htnraroue m o n o lo g u e .  /  The s e c o n d  o f  t h e s e  B e r t i e  P h i l l i p -  

concerts  on B6 Hay s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  c h o r a l  s i n g i n g  

1, Durban; f o r  I t  was t h e  o c c a s i o n  when t h e  Rev .  P a g e  Wood, 

the new I n c u r h e n t  a t  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  made h i s  d e b u t  I n  D u rb a n  a s

a c o n d u c to r  o f  t h e  S t .  P a u l ' s  g l e e - s l n g e r s ,  * ■’ ''>c™b e r e

of h i s  own c h u r c h  c h o i r .  He was an  a r d e n t  l o v e r

music and h a d  t r a i n e d  t h i s  c h o i r  h i m s e l f ,  h i e  » ' •  ,m n te  ^

1) l.'.M. 16 J a n .  1 8 u 0 ,  p .  c o l .  C

2) L a s c e l l e t .  w. i c o n d u c t o r  ^ ' ‘• ^ t ' t e r o l w ' . '  L r l r n l t _ 2 f-S.
Society f rorr  I P 7 6  t o  1 0 8 1 .  kA. •
Colony, p .  1 4 0 . )  t  one

Of a v a r i e t y  a rter ta ln m en t a d v e r t i s e d  , _ ^  , ,  c o l . 4 ,

tho T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e .  IIW:" '11m—  ̂ _ it
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September IbBO t h e r e  woe a t h i r d  c o n c e r t  i n  a i d  o f  t h e

^ m d  a n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  UBUal e l e c t i o n  o f  a o n g e  
org^ 1 1

f e x c e r p t e  f r o m  M e n d e lB e o h n *b E l i j a h  w e re  t.ung by  
end gi e c ‘ i )

0 f  t h e  c h u r c h  c h o i r .  T h i s  wat t h e  l a i  t  p u b l i c  
member* -"

^ r - t . c e  o f  t h e  Rev .  P a g e  Wood at  i c h o r a l  c o n d u c t o r  i n

o w in g  t o  aome f r i c t i o n  i n  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  c i r c l e s
PUT -
ve re tu r r  -d t h e  B i s h o p ' :  l i c e n c e  t o  p r e a c h  and  l e f t  S t .  P a u l ' s  

<r October  1 8 6 0 .  h u t  he  h a d  a l r e a d y  h e l p e d  t o  s t a r t  t h e  

eccond D urb an  P h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y  i n  J u n e .

1) :;.A. Su: . l a m e n t , 18 S e p t .  p .  "  ^  "
Concer t" .

. -i i«at P a u l  ’ b  Chur -h •
2) KjJJ. 16 O c t .  1HBO, p .  3 , c o l .  < »
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CHAPTER Hirh ,  

CONCERTS I B t . l  -  1 9 0 0 .

^1,e r ,,T)icl m u o l c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  on t h e  B e r e a  s t a r t e d  f ro m  

x 1&80 when the C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  f i r s t  known ns  the 

d nrt C h u r c h "  ( a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o l  B e r e a  e n d  H a a g r a v e  R o a d s ) ,
Hgcre8
i o n i z e d  v o n t h l y  c o n c e r t 8 t o  r a i s e  iMnds f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  

^  hermonlum, o n g n g l n g  a t  l « -  t  two p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u a l c l a n a

.. , ToWn. F r e d  O a k l a n d s , o n e  o f  t h r  "London M n s t r e l r  
fron tne
lt0 v . s i t e d  D u r b a n  e a r l y  i n  1673, a n c ^ M r e .  A t k i n s o n

A

| . . n  1861, t h e  c o n c e r t o  e r r e n g e d  by the B e r e t  S o c i e t y  w ere  

t-so held in  the C o n g r e g e t l o n a l  Church. y - e r e  c e l l e d

tac -Berea  P o p u l a r  C o n c e r t . " ,  t h e  f l r e t  ' t h e  e e r le e  -

.ta  s iecu tlon ary  e n d  M u s i c a l  S n t e r t a l n r e n t "  -  b ein g  openec

17 the Mayor o f  Durban on 1 A p r i l .  There - e r e  a s  manor a s

18 items on t h e  p r o g r a r a i e  -  c o n g a ,  ! i , in(\  ‘ e c < ' ’

.

PtenletB. made h e r  f i r s t  - P e n r a n c e  a t  t h i s  I n a u g u r a l  c o n c e r t .

Her h usband .  D un can  M a cC o U  made  h i  a f t  r e t  a p p e a r a n c e

singer a t  t i e  , a c o n d  o f  t he  e e r l e e  on ' *r r n .

During I f 91 th e r e  - e r e  a s  many a m a t e u r  c o n c e r t s  on the  

Berea as In T e n .  and th e  Berea c o n c e r t s  d isp la y ed  u u ite  as

nuch n u B ic n l  t a l e n t .  I n a t r u m e n t » l  m u s i c  ^ . i n e d j ^ ^ ^ J ---------

) W it t  fi f i n e  t e n o r  v o i c e  h e , t o o .
eevee o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  , „

) 19 A p r i l  1 6 6 0 ,  P. 3-  c o l e  "  “C ° n

!) 3e" P , t ' . s  - B e r e a  Road C o n c e r t " .
I) M . 4 A p r i l  1 6 6 1 .  P .  »• ' ' p o r u l ( i r  c o n c e r t s "

i) & A. 86 A p r i l  I t  1 .  ” • 3 * ye  P o p u l a r  a s  t h e  name

hnpUed them  I n t o

^  o o - r t . - . )
(&A. 16 I,'nv 1 8 6 1 ,  P .  3 ,  CO). ,



- to  I
, + i o n  a n d  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o i  two Haydn >iano t r i o e  

recogni^l u u » 1)
_r*'0nued by Met r s .  R i c h a r d s ,  i e h r e n e  and P l a t t )  showed

k c v n c e r t - g o e r s  w-M-e w i l l i n g  t o  1 inter,  t o  m u s i c
that Bei -fort , . .

+ n t h e  a. u a l  i -uccei  a to  >1 £ ongl * 1-1 '" » 1 *' nck 1 '* ■'* ’ 3ther vn#i*
, 4 «r o d u e ts ,  w h ich , how a /< , i t i l l  rr. de Up the bulk o f

and P1QI ^
#he ppogramntee. I t  boo a bf?' •' ap rent th a t  much o f

M„. ,h, anateur m u s ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s  In  Town depended v e ry
lv .)if
L i v e l y  on i r t  from  t h e  o p m i  r - r i d e n t r .

The f i  r e t  p a b l ie  c o n c e r t  o f  the Durban P h l l h e n  o n ic  

j . - i e t y  under the r new e n d u e  t o r .  Duncan toeOolX. took place 

:n the T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  on 16  Se tember 1661 , and the

vhlch -n e  c h e r a c t e r l a t l c  o f  e a r l i e r  c h o r a l  c o n c e r t

iftccnbaeua and M o z a r t ' s  1 'w e l f t h  M rs .  o c c u  l e d  th e  f r e t  c a r t ;

'

concert o f  t h e  S o c l e ,  on 1 December 1 8 6 .  t h e  d i v i s i o n  . a s  

vocal and l n e t r m r .e r . t a l ,  w i t h  e x c e r p t s  from H a n d e l ’ a M e ^ i

?rom the a v a i l" b l*  a c c o u n t s  o f  tnmi ' ■ ^ ,

effort, in  l - r g e - c l e  civic t u n l c l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  of .
se r io u s  k i n d  -  t h e y  were crude and u n p o l i s h e d  in  t h e i r

.

r e c i t a t i v e *  and  c o u l d  n o t  " e x p r e n ,  t h e  d, p t h  o f  f e . , l n «  w h ic h

: : r — : :
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. r ome o f  t h e  p e r f o r m e r s  w e r e  " t a l k i n g  nnd l e u g h l n g  
0f  muEic >

n t h e r " • t h e  c o n d u c t o r  h i m s e l f  w a s  I n d u l g i n g  i n  
With 0 '

queut c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s o l o i s t s ;  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  was  

v + w p n k " m d  " i t  w t s  u p l e a s a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  l e a d e rMgomewhnt wcur .

o r c h e s t r a  and o t h e r s  d o d g i n g  at u t  .••.irong t h e

i#. t h e  c h o r u s  w a s  t o n a i  ay i l l - b a l a n c e d  and g i v e nperformers ,

t0 m0Vinw " h e a d s ,  b o d i e s  an d  b o o k s  t o  k e e p  t i m e  d u r i n g  the  

choruses ."  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f o u r  I l l - m a n n e r e d  army o f f i c e r s  

^ r r e d  som e o f  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  

„ n Ce r t s  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a t  b o t h  o f  t h e m  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  good  

-race; th e  e l i t e  o f  t h e  Town wer< t h e r e ,  a l l  i n  f a l l  e v e n in g

dress.
p e o p l e  o f  L u r t n n  F t l l l  p r e f e r r e d  « v a r i e d  m u e l e e l  

T, .  , t  t h e i r  c o n c e r t , ;  b u t  A l i c e  t o r t ,  e n d  h e r

t l e t e r  O e r r l e  ( »  s i n g e r ) . t r i e d  t o  s r o u e e  i n t e r e s t  I n  chnnber  

cor.ocrte w h i c h  w - r e  s l m o e t  e n t  r e l y  p l e n o ,  .nd , o n g  r e c i t a l s .

f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  t o o k  p l a c e  I n  t h e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e  on  

24 December 1 6 3 1  a n d  w a s  a f a i l u r e  o w i n g  t o

In J a n u a r y  1 3 6 8  t h e r e  two l a d l e s  t r i e d  ' b lm l ln r  

experiment I n  th e  T r a f a l g a r  T h e a t r e ,  an d  p ro v id e d

program , ,  o f  , o n g .  a n d  p i  p i e c e s  b e t w e e n

audience w e re  much i m p r e s s e d  by A l i c e  H a r t ' s  s c i n t i l l a t i n g  ^

S o c i e t y ' w C o n c e r t " .  o l „ .  i , 3 ,  "The P h l l h a r m o n
11.A. 19 S e p t .  1 • * ’ .

S o c i e t y ' s  Concert". , 3 0 , "The Phllhermon
.

Concei t* .  „ , n l B  3 . 4 , "D urban  P h i l h a r m o n i c
N.A. 3 D e c .  l e f l l  . P* '• *



. - n v  t v  h e r  p l a y i n g  o r  h e r  own com o. i t i o n ,  " J o y o u s  

/Vi j. p r o f e i  , i >nftl p i  a* ' ; t  .1 • . A • "-- 't  c . id
j-coUgi't r

Ver c o n c e r t s  w e r e  a r r  n e d  f o r  t l  ■ b e n e f i t  o f  h e r  
gyuauy ••

r . i f  c t r i i u t m  f nc  , J >r p a r t .  One o f
pupils» vU

t i p  c o n c e r t  " V. i i  ' 1!: ' i'i ino t :  ’ ■' >m
these " ai '

in West - r e  „t 0 I

i t  conei*i-t-

•

• n l t h e  t ieco a rfo r t  r r o o p te d  one o • ! «  lT

her u a b v e l l '  to  ke-r. th -  run o f f .  «- ! t

L u g t  the-. - c a  fc - r  e o n e - r t e  t h a t  t h e  e x c e p t i o n . !  t a l e n t

'

singer o f  ou .e .»c . ^

the c o n c e r t  o f  19  J e a a  r y  1 r e v ^ e ,  t h e  h e r t  o f  Durh, n e

'

They opened  t h e i r  f i r n t  - e e . r o n *  --------------

. . .
i t \ I „ • ' * k% * *

%) A r i l  l . r -  '  -

r



1 )8

tr n  o f  19  In  b perform; nee  o f  B’ l e c t i o n c  from
end 01 c '' '

. B e n n e t t ’ s  -  . u r o n , and e n u m b er  o f  l e e s  end
gterfl0-01

r G e n e r o u s  r  i ;  c w; l e v : . bed on Dune; n  D ecO o l l
p 9 r t - e o n  - •

MP c o n d u c t i n g ,  e n d  o; M r ; . M ecC oll  f o r  h e r  p l n y l n g  o f  
fo? nib

. .ccom nen lm en te ;  b u t  t h e  c o n c e r t  i d  n o t  e n c o r e  a few 

o i r / ed c r i t i c i s m s :  s o m e t i m e e  t h e  c h o i r  d e r e n e r o t e d  i n t o

v l t  . ^ e  r t r i n g r  o f  t h e  o r c h e s  t r a  w e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  o u t  o i  

. u, e , and t h e  c o r n e t  d u e t  "Good N i g h t "  wo, u n c h i r i t a b l y

■

■

8r e 8 t  e f i o r t  ». t  t u t  I n t o  e v e r y  c o n c e r t  g i v e n  by t u r  

.

Hi* l y t i c  e l  n o t e :  o n  t h e  . o r v e  t o  h e  r e r f o m e d  - e r e  p u h t l e h e d

.

performed : g a i n ,  a n d  I n  t h e  cr ,ne  n r c t r r  r .e  - e r e  i n c l u d e d

Coronation A n th ea  fr .dock tj e , t r i S S l -

r e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e i r  t h i r d  c o n c e r t  I n  J u l y  « a a

■

'

»  W  - a n t h e r ! 1 The f o u r t h  c o n c e r t  , »  S e o t e c h e r  - a .  ■

'

------------- ----------- ---------------  rt ;l e  D ur tm n P h i l  h a rm o n ic
l l y {/ ■ ‘4 A r I 1 1 ' • 1 * *
a o c l ^ T ’ C o n c e r t " .  b , d ,  "T " P h l l h a m A n i c

r j , .  a m  i  % p -
S o c i e t y ’ s  C o n c e r t " .

, -I „The P h i lh a r m o n ic
. .

Society* a C o n c e r t " .  . . p h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y ' a

. .
Gor.cer t" .  „D urbnn  P h i l h a r m o n i c

. .
S o c ie ty "



pt l e n g t h ,  t h e  programiie  had t o  he  c u r t a i l e d .  To add 

t -n<> n i f  management t h e r e  war c o n f u a l o n  o v e r  t h e  r e s e r v e d

p f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  i r  t h o e e  c a y . , when p e o p l e  w e re  
geete, 0 2)

The o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y ;I  i n  Went S t r e e t  on 

v pej* 1 war ' 'e ■ t e v e n t  i i  Durh"' * 1 r.ut i c a x hi t  t  )rv ,

,or vhich the Durhrn PM It anron ic  S o c i e t y  prepared a

..rfeir.Miee >f K m d r U io h i i 'o  2U Js2l- 11 *"« ' n o ce8 ‘ lon  fo r

' •

pngrfjmiee werr prlntn". w i t h  a n a l y t i c a l  n i te r , ,  am  the 

g v .e t y 'r  grei tei t  e h o r d  i-r.d nvhectT i  : force i  ■•■eve

.

•

t e r rd  t h e  c e l e :  r  t - d  C 3 : t i e ?  t  W  I n  S H l t i l '  >y

c o c p . r t . o n  J » n e r  W a t t ' a " f f o r t e  w e r e  d l m l r a e t  «  f a r  t o o

s l i g h t .

At t h e i r  f i n a l  c o n c e r t  o f  t h e  v e e r  on IS  D ecem b er  a 

t h i r d  p e r f M - i n r . e e  >f S t e r n d .  t r  s e n n e t ' ^ e J i X J C i S S a  * -  

pi Ter. i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  ?  v  ' , u n d e r  two g r e - 1  4 l B a 4 v . n t . g e a :

W . . . e t h e r ,  end  t h e  . V e n c  o f  two v l o l l n l s t a  and  a e v e r a l

'

I .  1-. ,  m e .  r e  i n .  ro . r  m .  an^

O er tH  T l e ,  . v l r . t e d  3 . t h  A f r i c a  end  w ere  e x p e c t e d  t o  f i v e

' :
o "Thf* Philharmonic

1) H.l . 7  3a  ) t .  1 - T • ‘ 1 ' '
Society  ’ r C o n c e r t " .

2 , "Burhan P h i l h a r m o n i c
2) IhA. 7 S. i t .  1 . P- ’• C°  '
S o c i e t y . ,i

4) N.M. IF, Dro. I ", P* ' ’
Concert'*. See  p .  7 f ‘e
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. 0 f  D u n c p n  Mac Go 11 a n d  member e; 01 t h e  D u r b a n  
gg8i® ' '

n i c  S o c i e t y ,  ahe g a v e  c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  T h eatre  Hoy h i ,

c t  o f  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  on  16  M a rc h .  The p r i n c i p a l  
tae f i r s

s e l e c t i o n B  f r o m  R o B c l n i ' c  ? t a b a t  M g t e r .
Item

n r e d e l l i  * g ringing wav e x t o l l e d  a; the t in-u. v e v e r  
yi l6 * - £oi

• ^  Durbnn; b u t  D e m i d  T W lo b 'b  p ia n o ,  p l a y i n g  was 
beara m u

.,r,demned a s  c a r e l e s s  and p r e t e n t i o u s .

r :ie  Durban P l i l l h a r a o n l c  f i o c l e t y  gi ve  t h e i r  ' . i r n t  

3r-ert i t  t h e  l a  id s e a s o n  on Id A p r i l ,  n o t  In t h e  O d d l e l i o a a  

:i.V . which  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a c o u s t i c a l l y  e x c e l l e n t ,  h u t  

% the Th eatre  H o y a l .  a d i f f i c u l t  h n l l  " o r  I n g e r s .  F o r  t h e

'

c o v e t e d  t h e  p ro g ra m m e  w i t h  o a r t - a o n g s ,  a n d  g l e e s  and  ( m e t

■

continued t o  b e  h a r s h ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  ? e r " o m a n c e ,  

tu t  o f  t h e  a a n a g e e n - n t  o f  t h e  c o n c e r t .  T h e r e  was c o n f u s i o n  

In showing , - n  l r  t o  t h - l r  e e  t  . t  e c o n c e r t  s t a r t e d  l a t e ,  

encores were  g i v e n  w i t h o u t  l a o r l m l n a t l o ^  n d  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  

the g tB l l g h t e  p l a y e d  " f a n t n ,  t i c  t r i c k ,  ' .  The c o n c e r t  

June, a l s o  I n  t h e  T h e a t r e  H o y a l .  w as  a p e r f o r n a n n e  o f  Haydn e 

The G re a t !  a  f u l l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  work b e i n g  •.•ubUH.ed  

the newspaper. T h i s  c o n c e r t  was a c c o r d e d  k i n d l i e r  Judgment. 

The S o e l e V e  c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  P h l l l v  m o n l c  H a l l  I n  A w u r t  

1B98 r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  o l d  p a t t e r n  o f  s o l o s ,  p a r t - s o n g s  and

.

n .  store o f  a m u s i c a l  s u c c e s s  than  some o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  and 

heavier c h o r a l  e f f o r t s .  "1 t h  a - e -  m odi f l o a t  l o a t h e _________

, o .  " M i l e .  B r e d e l  i  n
l )

OorcerT". , _
») ^  I d  A p r i l  I B , . ,  p .  » .  0 0 1 . 3 . "D u rb a n  p h i l h a r m o n i c

Society* ,i C o n c e r t ".

3) See p .7 7
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(L

1)
f. r e p e a te d  oome wee-/:a l a t v r .  riov -ver,

„f0grn:^^
Mined tru e  to  t h e i r  o r ig in a l  I n te n t io n :  to  perform

.grgcr ch ora l works. At i c o n c e r t  in  O ctober l i 8 6  they  

6 , r ,,M B e e t h o v e n 1 a H u in a  o f  A t h e n e  a n d  v a n  B r e e ' r  C n n t a t e  

■
I _S   d  )

,♦ t h i s  e < thack th e r e  were two more P hil termonic 
Tp gpit6 ’*

♦« before th- end o f  th- sen on , b o th  o f  them in  the
eoDCsrti •
..titoroenle HeUt on 6 Dmoent r l  .i«5 s e le c t !  mi :

a i r i ) .  m-f-  m m  t ^ ^ n .  -ohn)

'

were  o t h e r  m i H e a l  e t t r e o t l o r .  i n  Town e n d  o n  ' “

,.w< B eret ioed Church e t e r t e d  « second  e e r le o  or

:erU in „ r  mry 13, 1, which w -re held  In the Berea Church

.

u e h t i t *  t o  t h e , ,  c o n c e r t o ,  a n .  t o  t h e  g - n e r a l  c u l t u r e :

::,t , continued t o  hold  t h e i r  own en ter ta in m en t, i ,  errt»r to 

Miee funds or to  p rov id e  some d ■ v ‘:

t o t e m  14:3 the Durt <n 1 m tlt  I t e  » -  opened In 3, th S t r e e t

-the a r c :  1 r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  l . t p r o w u a e n t  o f  t h e  y o u n g  ™ n  ot

:

the t lrat o f  e e v e r r l  to  he , ;;ld  h ere  u n t i l  th e  P - l . e *  - r e  

hunt down In S e o t n h e r  U l' r‘ "" ■ 1 1  ]__________

3e

con

’"peti tion were r ant i r ) ‘ . .  . .

l ) KgM. 28 S-: t .  1 8 8 3 ,  P- * '
•k n d v e r  f-«

5) M l*  16  A r r i l  1 ’ 3 ,  P- * ..
, 1 "A C a t a l o g u e  o i

4) JLA* 6 S e n t .  1 4 . p .  6 ,  ' '
C o n f l a g ra t lo n o " .



the

I'tih

.,en- 8 M u t u a l  Improvement .‘. B r o c l a t l o n ,  h e l d  c o n c e r t s  in  

^ o o n g r e r e t l o n a l  Schoo lroom . These were  mainly e o c i a l

lone, o r  d raw in g - ro o m  e n t e r t n l n m e n t e .  d e v o te d  t o  so n g s ,

a6 th e y  wore o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d ,  were much In  v og u e  

Ma" '  e a r , y 1880c , i n f o r m a l i t y  b e i n g  b o t h  p e r m l e c i b l e  end 

10 ura , e d , W i th in  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed by o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t .

. . . . . . .  —  ■ »  <“  .

w  "  «• 

t vis iting p i a n l e t  from M e r i t z b u r g .  wee t r e e .  .

d i f f e r e n c e .
' The Berea H a l l  i n  U usgreve  Hoed was opened in  1883 end 

teB used fDr perfom tm cee  given vy »  c 8 0  1

f tc lng  t o t a l  e x t i n c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  - a o C o x l  

n o n e  o f  t h e s e  B e r e a  c m c e r t e  on 6  M a rc h  1 8 84  t h e r e  was a 

iho ir  o f  * 0  v o i c e s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  U s c O o l l . a nd  an o r c h e s t r a  

IT c o n d u c ted  by 0. Honhaupt.  Tne or. >r -en e  ’a r t  8 0  8

unueuel even a t  tiA a P'""* ,l1 * . M -  i n

2 t t d v t t r t .
1) M .  31 d u l y ,  1 3 .  p .  ‘ • ; Durtofm p h l l h h ™ o n i c  S o c i e t y

2) gjM. 2 F e b .  1 8 8 4 .  P- ’ • cc' ' '

3) U.K. 28 Feb. 1-184. P -  i: • "7t  ’ " T h e ^ e r e a  C o n c e r t ".
O i -  8 Mar. 1884, p .  3 .  ="
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t  He rer.umeJ M r  f o n a e r  f l u t i e e  by r e h e n r r  In,' Vue 

l‘ , ?7 r o r  a l e r f o n a n n c e  o f  H - y d n ' a  D ^ C r e M M n ,  w h i c h  t o o k

the Philharmonic Mall in May, * i«> ‘ '
1,6e,  ' B u t  t h e  S o c i e t y  e r a i n  a - m e d  t o  h e  m - f a t e d ,  e n d  

Watt, r a n g  "How f u r l  o u r  r t  . m e  t e m u e r t u o u e  r a g e "

"'"i.a eo t o  t h e  a ccom p a n im en t  o f  a r e a l  ' t o n ,

' t  t h a t  i t  s p o i l t  t h e  w h o l e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  At  t u .

'

; i r , and f l e e .  * - W  ^ o u o  o f  D u r b a n  s i n g e r s  c a M . o

,e "Orpheus O l e e  Cl ah
r  ,  . . . p r e s  i o n  - P r o u e m . d e  C o n c e r t -  ha  h e . n  u s e d  .=.

a b so lu te  r i l m c e  durl .B.:  tV 0  f o r  t h e

2) >V  . B Jurv" T •
S o c i e t y ’ (' G - t n c - r t .

Inn



bis

Soci

st< He reeuiAed h i e  fo r m e r  d u t i e s  by r e h e r r ;  Ir ,:  the

t h e  P h l l t v  m o n i c  H n l l  i n  May, w i t h  f ' V ; ' f 

pl6Ce ' 9 u t  t h ,  S o e 1 e t y  3 e , m e a  t o  b e  i r - f a t e d ,  and

w a t t  e a n g  "How f u r i o u ,  , t  .  t e n r - . t u o u s  r e g e "

W* 4 , o  t o  t h e  e e e o . t p o n i n . o n t  o f  « r e . . '  . t o r n  w v h  " • •

■

" e f i U e d

r z : : :  c o n c e r t "  , » d  b e e n  u e e d  : n the

j o n c e r t t  o f  J u l t l e n ^  p e o p l e  w e r e  f r e e  t o  . - e  r  r . r d  -

„ ,,nd v - r h :  r. f o r  t h i s
a b so lu te  r l l ' - n c c  d u r l n r  t  * f a r  t h e

'

-------------------------------—  7 „T h e  p h i l h a r m o n i c  S o c i e t y

o cO l  • ' *
°.) IV” . v*8 J u n e  1 • '•
S o c i e t y ’ r G o n c  t r t .
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f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  m os t  o f  th e  a u d i e r c e  w i t h  th e  p r a c t i c e  ot ^  

vo v n o d l n g  d u r i n g  th e  m u s ic ,  t h e  ex p e r im e n t  was s u c c e s s f u l .  

ihe Bome programme was r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  b e -e a  H a l l  on  

^  September; t h e  p o o r  i t t e n d n n c e  was e x p l a i n e d  by the fact

VnBt th e r e  was no moon t h a t  n ig h t  .

T , D .P .S .  h e l d  t h e i r  f o u r t h  c o n c e r t  o f  t h e  14 4

   . ln  O c to b e r  w i t h  a p e r fo rm a n ce  o f  The,,,Cr ua ^ i o n ,  t y

,.ie l3 Gftde, m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s o n g s ,  g l e e s  and p n r t - a o n g s ,  

tn B trm o n t* !  boIob and d u . t e .  nnd „ p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  th e  f i r a ^  

movement from M o z a r t ' s  3y: : .on;, No. 41 In  0  m a jo r  ( J u p i t e r ) .  

v # ln the  n e a a p a p e r  o f f e r e d  t h e  p u b l i c  a f u l l  a n a l y s l .  o f  

the major c h o r a l  work In  the  p ro g ra m  e .  bu t  t «  u- u c  

reepcnded w i th  I n d i f f e r e n c e  bee  c u re  o f  t h e  c o u n t e r - a t t r a c t i o n

■

■o n e , ,  g a w e  a n o th e r  p r o  m a d e  c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  s a n e  month, b u t  

. 1 t h  o n l y  1 0 0  p - o p l e  I n  t h e  a u d ie n c e  t h i s  w a s  a n o t h e r  d i s m a l

4 )
fa i lu re .

Promenade c o n c e r t s  may h a v e  b e e n  f a s h i o n a b l e ,  b u t  they 

were n o t  e n t i r e l y  ru c c e  . f u l  u n t i l  th e  Band o f  the  4 1 s t  

Regiment under  Bandmaster  Rowlandson gave a "Grand Promenade 

Concert" in  t h e  T h e a t r e  Royal on 4 N ovem ber .  The Band 

played many o f  t h e  o l d  f a v o u r i t e s , :  m arches ,  o v e r t u r e s ,

another promenade c o n c e r t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  Durban 

H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  Ex h i b i t i o n  in  th e  P h i ! , - ,

S o c i e t y ' b C o n c e r t " .  „
r .1 4 , "The B e r e a  Oonct t  •

-
,  co la ,  B.6 , advert .

6) H .U .  87  O c t .  1 !V 4 ,  ’



205

OC

to

. , ed two m ovem ent6 from  B e e t h o v e n ’ b i r r t  Symphony. 
incluav _ ^
fcth c o n c e r t !  b e i n g  h i g h l y  u c c er  f u l  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  t r u  n

D . P - S -  c o n c e r t ! ,  t e e m e d  I n e u c o p e o h l e t  t h a t  " a  m i l i t a r y

^  g u c c e e d c  I n  d i f f u s i n g  a  I . y e  o f  m u s i c  w h e r e  e c a d e m l e a

ju i 'B t lo n  i t  * 1 8  t o  i m p r o v e  m u t l c n l  t a s t e ,  c o u l d  n o t  none  

e t t r c c t  oe many l i s t e n e r s  a t  a m i l l  t a r  l . n d .

The D . P . S .  w, . T hey  p u t  o n  1

c o n c e r t s  I n  D e c e m b e r  1 6 , -4 .  a d  In g  t o  t h e i r  r e p e r t o i r e  

K s n d . l e e o h n 'a  ^  y f . l X g l r c /  At t h e i r  f i n a l  c o n c e r t  o f  

tke y e a r  H a n d e l h e . r l a h  was  p e r f o n  d ,  a g a i n  I n  t h e  

philharmonic H a l l  w i t h  a n  o r c h e e t r . ,  a u  m e n t e d  W  m e m le ra  o f  

t h e  B a n d  o f  t h e  4 1 f t  R e g im e n t  -  a l t o g e t h e r  a b o u t  1 0 0  

p e r fo rm e rs ^  I t  wa, d- c r l l  ed a s  " t h e  h e a t  p e r f o n .  sn ce  g iv en  

the c o l o n y "  an M rs .  R i c h a r d ,  t h e  s o p r a n o  s o l o i s t  was 

singled o u t  f o r  . e c l a l  r a i s e  b e i n g  c a l l e d  t h e  "prims donna

Of the  c o u n t r y ” .

the Govern: , n t  R e l l v a y B  u r .d e r  « o n h « u p t  t h e  m e e t

s u c c e e a f u l  e n ,  „  u l ,  r  o f  D u r b n n 'u  w n n t r u r  h e n d e .  W i t h

PlByerr  1 - m d e l ,  a e h u t  I n  F e b r u a r y  16 5 and  a f t e r  t h e t

nifde n u s e f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h *  rr ; s i c  ) T ^  ^

p l a y i n g  a t  o p e n - a i r  c o n c e r t s  or  h e r  m g  t o  . u  p i ,

= " T h e  P r o m e n a d e  C o n c e r t  .

eolo .  (K.M. 0 Dec. 1 .........
°0”C t r t  -  ,  „ o l  4 , "Mei j i a h " .

4) 11. A. 3 Feb. 1 S8 B, P. 00' •



a

an

ccomp l l 8 he(l bunde v l e l t e d  the  Town and when they p layed 

"indoore i t  was to  augment l o c a l  o r c h e e t rn e ,  the  concert,

I l u y  a e a w d n g  t h e  form o f  a "promenade". Member, o f  t h e  

o f  t h e  4 1 e t  R e g i m e n t ,  u n d e r  B a n d m a o t e r  R o w l a n d s o n ,  h a d  

t i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  l o c a l  m u s i c i a n s  in  M a r i t . b u r g  to  f o r m  

o r c h e s t r a l  s o c i e t y .  when t h i s  s o c ie ty  v i s i t e d  D u r b a n  i n  

Kerch and A p r i l  1886 t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  . s t a r e d  30 p lay . •v s .

Their programme in  the Philharm onic  Hall was e n t i r e l y  

i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  in c lu d in g  Haydn’ s Symphony in  b .  ho. 101 I The. 

^ e j ) ,  end U o n a r t ' s  O v e r t u r e  to  Tue Kahlcj n u t e -  "'he 

ilsadvantage o f  such an in s t ru m e n ta l  combination was soon

'

never s trong  enough to ba lance  the o th e r  ine trum en ia .

Yet the  p r a c t i c e  o f  i n v i t i n g  m i l i t a ry  bandsmen to J o i n  

local o r c h e s t r a s  was usu a l  throughout Durban’s m usical

bandsmen t h e  D.P .3 .  opened t h e i r  f i f t h  season in  May 1886 i n  

the P h i l h a r m o n i c  Hall w ith  a f e w  powerful a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  

o r c h e s t r a ,  k e t t l e d r u m s ,  d o u b le -b a ss ,  two p r o f i c i e n t  f l u t e -  

P la y e rs . c l a r i n e t  . en d  a newcomer. I ' a u r l c e  t e r r a , . t i , who was

an a*D\e v o' I n l e t .
on 10 S e p t e m b e r  the  D .P .3 .  i n t r o d u c e d  tw o  n o v e l t i e s :

the humorous c a n ta t a  ^  '
"Haydn’s Toy S y ^ T ^ g  w ith  the  l a t t e r  -  ^

e e t a b l l o h e d  BngMeh cue tom o f  in v l tn v :

l o c a l  m u s i c i a n s  t o  p l a y  Uie  ' 7  ^ __________ ________ _

—

2) 1 June 1805. p .  ' 0  ’ '

Mr. Me Mahon t h e

E r :
1 2  S e p t .  1 6 8 5 ,  P -  e 0  

C on cert .



on W ednesday 2ti O c t o b e r  1666  t h e  To«n  H a l l  woe t o r m o l l y  

t h e  j c c a B i o n  o e l n g  o ne  t o r  a g r e e t  m u a i c e l  f e s t i v a l ,  

o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y  t h e  D . P . S .  c h o l  m d  o r c h e e t r e  

A“ formed b e t w e e n  t h e  m ain  e p e e c h e a  a n d  t h e  H a l l  was d e c l a r e d  

’ ' „ n n  th ,  i n g l n g  o f  H a n d e l ’ C o r o n a t i o n  Anthem  J a d o c k . t M

,P" '  t «  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  t h e  D . P . S .  c h o i r  o f  160 v o i c e s  and 

t ^ I r a  o f  26 p l a y e r s  g a v e  a promenade c o n c e r t  In t h e  new

C  H a l l .  I t  wee e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  6 . 0 0 0  p e o p l e  were

'

lf  30  O c t o b e r  when , mar s a d  c h o i r  o f  1 . 3 0 0  c h i l d r e n  su p p o r t e d  

v the  o r c h e  t r a  o f  t h e  D . P . S .  s a n g  p a r t  r y g e .  The c o n d u c t o r

and t r e l n e .  o f  t h e  c h o i r  was , r .  0 .  = .  D u . f i l l ,  t h e  o r g a n -

. S)
" e  Tow: 1 . 1 1 .  t h e  l a r g e s t  h a l l  I n  D u , b a n .  was c o n s i d e r e d

Ideal fo r  p r o m e n a d e  c o n c e r t s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  was g i v e n  b y ^ . e

another by the D.P.S. ^  -  *•«* ^  ^  ^

D.P.S. m i g h t  p r o  p e r  I f  t h e y  g „  t h e i r  c h o r a l  c o , c r t s  n  

.. Tom. H a l l ,  b u t  t h e  r i n g e r s  fo u n d  t h e  h e l l  t r y i n g  6 . .  . .

become a c c u s t o m e d .  I n  , , l t e  o f  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  Ham. ^

--------------------------------------------- -Opening o f  t h e  Town H a l l

1) M .  a »  O c t .  1 x .  P .  • "  • ;  „0 p r n l n e  o r  t h e  Town H a l l

> 2 9  O c t .  U r  6 .  P- • • i |opcnlni$ o f  t h e  Town H e l l

■S) B.l.!. 31 O c t .  1HQ6, !’• °

3ee ' '  , , -The  c o n c e r t " .
t ,  3 HOV. l a s s .  P .  n d v H r t -

F) Li, Me 20 NOV. 1 B5, !'*





in

the more s e r i o u s  members o f  t h e  n u d i e n c e  t h e r e  were  

10 L i  o s u s e s  f o r  a n n o y a n c e :  t h e  r e e t l c e  o f  a p p l a u d i n g

numbers I n  on o r a t o r i o ;  t h e  lo u d  c h i m e s  o f  t h e  

H el l  c l o c k ;  and t h e  c h i l d i s h  o e h e v i o u r  o f  some members  

pu d ien ce  who. a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  n e w l y - i n s t a l l e d  

I c t r l e  l i g h t s  h s l f  way t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r f o m a n c ^  a p p la u d e d  

. e9Ch f r e r h  l a n t e r n  was b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  h a l l .

The Town H a l l  was u s e d  f o r  e v e r y  t y p e  o f  p u b l i c  c o n c e r t ,  

curing th e  y e a r  1 8 6 6  " number o f  p r o m in e n t  nu. l c  t e n c a e r a  

heU c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  new H a l l .  * ' « .  B e v i e s  ( M i c e  H art;  g a v e  

e concert  in  a i d  o f  t h e  L a d y sm ith  F l o o d  B e l i e f  Fund, when t h e  

presence o f  a number o f  good s t r i n g - p l a y e r ,  made p o s s i b l e  

the performance o f  an " I n s t r u m e n t a l  q u i n t e t "  by Haydn. ?'.«

■

"South A f r i c a n  Hsrch" by M i c e  H a r t .  There  w ere  s e v e r a l  

m il i ta r y  band c o n c e r t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 8 6 6 ,  i n  Uoy th e  

3,nd o f  t h e  6 t h  I n n l e k l l U n g  D ra g o o n s  p e r f o m e d  i n  t h e j o w n

H.U on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  C hurch o f  S t .  C p r l . n ' s ;  t h e  

Band o f  th e  "H.U.S .  R a l e ig h "  g a v e , . c o n c e r t  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e

a pror.v'! ie  c o n c e r t  i n  b* - ■■■- ’ 1 •
The P h i l h a r m o n i c  Hall - a s  . t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  c o n c e r t s

where a s e l e c t  and d i s c r im in a t in g  audl ar.:c

r.

Town Hnll".
3) P r o b a b l y  o ne  o f  H a y d n ' ,  ctxnpo. i t l o n s  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a t r  ng  

q u n r t e t  nnd p l n n o .

.  .

4) IliM. 5 I'ay 6, p. •’» ' * *  t „
c o l .  1 .  " P r o m e n a d e  Conc<

5) K»M. 19 J u n e ,  IBB- , P*

6 ) KJJ. 17 Dec. 1 8 6 6 , p .  c o l ‘ 1 ' '



CO 

g

ft

sane

0 gr-V'inie was too heavy f o r  raoBfc o f  the  audience, and l a s t e d  

^  hours.  Two hours was about the  l i m i t  of the average 

coneert-fToer 'B  l i s t e n i n g  c a p a c i ty .  I t  waf mainly in s t rum en ta l  

l a  i n c l u d e d  a performance of  Beethoven 's  D e p i c t  Op. 20 with 

piano°accompaniment a r rang ed  l o r  four hands. In the

,'n(. h a l l  l i r e .  R ichards ,  in  p r e p a r a t i o n  fo r  her v i s i t  overseas ,

jaened t h e i r  1686 s e a s o n  on 2 J u ly ,  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  the 

Dovernor S i r  A r th u r  Havelock and h i s  w i f e ;  a " s t r i n g  

e e r e n a d e "  ( q u a r t e t )  by Haydn being an unexpected cha n ge  from

choral p a r t  o f  t h e  p rog ram m e c o n s i s t e d  o f  s e le c t io n s  from 

'

August was l i g h t e r  in  c h a r a c t e r ,  bu t  con ta ined  a sacred w ork ,

-0 S e l u t a r l , fo r  soprano, v i o l i n  obb liga to  and p ian o fo r te  

a c c o m p a n i m e n t , c o m p o sed  by Hr. F. K. 3tatham, - t o  - a s  a t  t h a t ^  

time e d i t o r  o f  t h -  B£t £ l j n t n e ^ .  I t  was sung by Mrs. k ichards .

The "m ia c  . I V  n e o u a  c c e '  t s "  w h i c h  the D . P . 3 .  o f fe re e  

the p u b l i c  i n  O c t o b e r  a nd  N ovem ber  1 8 66  I n c l u d e d  i n  a 

s i n g l e  p r o g r a  me an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r a n g e  o f  vocal anA 

m s t r m e n t a l  s o l o s  of e v e r y  a v a i la b le  k i n d  -  e v e n  a so lo  f r

s e r i o u s  V n  t n e e e  o f  p r e p a r i n g  . on e  o f  t h e  • • r e s t  c . ^ h X ' • o r ' * .  

iuch SB H a n d e l ' s  SamraB. e n d  Orlect.o .te  from

l a t t e r  w o rk s  w e r e  o e r f  o m e d  i n  Decem ber  1616  i n  t h e  

Fh i lha r ro  j n i c  H a l l ,  i n  t h e  a r - e a n c a  o f  t h e  Governor o, b a t a l .

h .s  w ife .  Who had now b e c o  p a t r o n s  ----------and 

1 . .

.

i c o l .  4 .  a d v e r t .

'

3) N.M. 21 Aug. 1 ' •
C o n c e r t " .



♦ h i -  t h e  D . P . 3 .  O r c h e v . t r a  h a d  b e e n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  oy
f O Y

, ery p r o m i s i n g  y o u n g  v l o l l n l . t s ,  o u t  M a e O o l l ,  a s  a  c o n d u c t o r ,  

’ ° ened t o  l a c k  h i  a f o r m e r  e n e r g y  a n d  s k i l l .  He m ade  o n e  o r  

wo f a l s e  s t a r t s  d u r i n g  t h e ^ e v e n i n g ,  a n d  f a i l e d  t o  k e e p  t h e

o r c h e s t r a l  p l a y e r s  t o g e t n e r .

In December 1 8 8 6  tn re e  m usica l  p e r s o n a l ! t i e r  a r r iv e d

ln  D u r b a n ,  o n e  o f  whom w as  d e s t i n e d ^ t o  n l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  

in s u b s e q u e n t  m u s i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  

members o ;  a  s t r i n g  t r i o  -  M e s s r s .  W a l t h e r  ( v i o l i n ) ,  E a m sd en  

i r l o l a ) , e n d  B o . o a n  ^ e l l o )  -  who h a d  b e e n  t o u r i n g  t h e  Oape

.

t M  p h i l n a r m o n l c  H e l l  a n d  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

l eB t  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  I n  t h e  T h e a t r e  K o v a l  on  29  D e c e m b e r ,  which 

a t t r a c t e d  a  l a r g e  c r o w d ,  t h e  co n ,  a r t s  w e r e  n o t  a  f i n a n c i a l

.

l o w  L a d l e s '  C o l ’ a g e  o n e  T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  s h e  h ad  p r o v e  

t h a t  c h a m b e r  c o n c e r t s  w e r e  n o t  do o m ed  t o  f a i l u r e  a s  t h e y  

were f iv e  y e a r ,  e a r l i e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  I n  D u r b a n  a t  t h i s  

p e r i o d  e n o u g h  m u s i c i a n s  w ,  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  I n  the c h a m b e r  

. o r ,  of H a y d n .  R e e t h o v e n  a n d  M e n d e l s s o h n  t o  make c h a m b e r   ̂

c o n c e r t s  w o r t h  w h i l e .  M r s .  B e v l a a  w as  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e

the  s u c c e s s  o f  »  new t y p e  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w h i c h    m o d

v t s u a l  a r t  w i t h  m usic .  This  was the v a n t .

s t a g e d  i n  t h e  P h i l h a r m o n i c  H n l W n J ^ v . r o n . - r  V » ^ --------  _

------------------------------------------ "  * 6i “phllhermonlc S o c ie ty 's
1) N.i,’. 28 D e c .  1 8 8 b ,  P* ' *
Concert".

8) S ee  p .  8 9 .  ; , „C o n c e r t " .  3 e c  p .  83-

3) 28  D e c .  1 8 8 6 ,  P-  "  "  ’ * ' „o n w n h e r  C o n c e r t " .

4) P.M. 34  J u l y  ’ '



n i c t u r s "  b e i n g  acco m p a n ied  by a p p r o p r i a t e  m u ; i c ,
rtiiVinh

„ -  w h ic h  was s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  w o r k s  o f  M e n d e la a o h n
mo8* 3 - f o r t e  1 >

n d Chopin  and  p l a y e d  on t o e  p i a n o Aby M r ; . B e v i a e  h e r s e l f .

The y e a r  1887  s t a r t e d  b a d ly  f o r  t h e  D . P . 3 . ,  d e p l e t u u

„ i t s  m em bers  who h a d  J o i n e d  i n  th e  g o l d  ra sh  to
qI comi. j*-
t ,.. TrB„ Bv e a l ,  o u t  U  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a y e a r  o f  g r e e t  

a u e l c a l  a c h i e v e m e n t .  I n  t h l o  y e a r  o f  Queen V t c t o r l a ’ a 

j a b l l e e  t h e r e  wee v e r y  l i t t l e  a u r i c  In t h e  Town o e f o r e  J u n e .  

. .. . c a r l  W a l t h e r ,  t h e  v l o l t n l a t ,  wlio had s e v e r e d  h i s

. - v - . c t lo n  w i t h  t  e cnomoer en eem u le  o f  W a l th e r ,  Bornen n,i

Srasden, r e t u r n e d  t o  Durban r »  « muulc t e a c h e r .  On ' J u n e ,  

, 1 t h  the  h e l p  o f  t h e  Band o f  t h e  N . 3 . R . ,  and v a r i o u s  

i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s  a n d  s i n g e r s ,  he gave  a promenade c o n c e r t  In  

the Town H a l l '  M rs .  R i c h a r d s ,  who had r e t u r n e d  from her  

Serberton t o u r ,  sa n g  a t  a D . P . S .  c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  Town » ’•

25 June t o  over 1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  an u n r u ly  

element d o m in a ted  t n e  a u d i e n c e  aho d em anded  more and more  

encores . rom h e r .  u n t i l  m e  c o n c e r t  was a l m o s t  beyond c o n t r o l  

not even t h e  o f f i c i a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  Mayor o f  Durban.

.

3)
3 a tu rd ;  n i f f h t  crow 1.

The J u b i l e e  f e s t i v i t i e s  s t a r t e d  on  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f

21 J u l y  i n  t h e  Town H a l l  wnen t h f  e u i r u n  im. rc  ie

the  D . P . S .  g a v e  ,. r e n d e r i n g  o f  "Oo« ‘-eve  th e

" H a l le lu ja h  Chorus" f r o m  H a n d e l ’ s U S st iS l l -  ' , r t  1 * 

f e s t i v i t i e s  a g r e a t  c h o i r  o f  l . M O  c h i l d r e n  p e r f o m e d  In

-

c o l .  3 . a d v e r t .
1) N.M. 13  I o v .  Id' b ,  ; • 2 *

e v ' • C o n c e r t  .

3) N.M. 27 June l.dBV, p .  •’*



J u b i l e e  P e r . t l v n l  I n  t r a  >wr. Hr SUE 2 ^
■

n a e a e c  , , l r  o f  c . . . I d r e n .  Dune m < 0 ^
B t a n d l n  ’ a t  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  e d o r c .

9

s e e n



Another  g r e a t  t u e ^ c a l  e v e n t  o f  1887  was t h e  v l o i t  o f  t h e  

, , Drlt,ed v i o l i n l . t  Edu r d  R-in ny i  (H o ffm an n )  I n  A u g u n t .  

t thflt t im e  he  wa. 57 y e  r s  o l d .  He g a v e  bI x c o n c e r t s  In 

the Theatre R o y a l ,  p l a y i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  Item s h i m s e l f ,  

rd ^ p U g h t l n /  l a r g e  u d V m c  v* t h  h i  a s p e c t a c u l a r  p l a y i n g

:
■

_ , c . c e r t  f -  t h o s e  c 1 B e e t h o v e n  a i d  M e n d e l s s o h n  -  were
6r e  '  v _ f o r t  ^ )

•

’

'

tapir  c o n c e r t s .
A fter  t h e  d a r i . r t u r e  o f  Ret e n y i .  H e r r  r t  e r l c l n  a r r i v e d

In Durban ond h i r e d  t h e  T^wn H e "  f o r  « o h m b e r  c o n c e r t  on 

12 December 18 7 ,  d o i n g  i n  n m a i l e r  way w h a t  H-menyl t"""- 

done four  m onth ,  e a r l i e r .  A, D u rb a n  a u d i e n c e ,  were now

*

chamber c o n c e r t ,  w e re  . e l  r e c e i v e d :  I b e r l e l n  wee an

eccomollahed t e a c h e r  o f  m u s i c  b u t  he wae n o t  a ce leb ra ted

of the e- iceee o f  t h e , e I n s t r u m e n t a l  c o n c e r t , .  He 

introduced a few o f  th e  s t a n d a r d  c h a m b e r  w o rk s  t o  Durbar, 

audiences and . u - r l e m e n t c d  o n e  o f  h i s  c o n c e r t , ^ w l t h  s h o r t  

e x p la n a to r y  t a l k s  on t h -  w orks  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d ,  

th e re fo re ,  he b e e n , "  t h e  l e a d i n g  m u s i c a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  I n  t h e

. .

. .
Sp'1 p. 85.j ' • tv •

. .

. .
, i ' a d v e r t .

8 ) M -  13 Deo. II '■ p- 00 • • ’



en him by Sir* G e o r g e  M a c f a r r e n ,  t n e  P r o  f e a s o r  o f  Music  

t tne u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a m b r i d g e ,  D u r b a n  a m a t e u r s  l o o k e d  t o  

r e v i v e  t h e  Town’ s  o r c h e s t r a l  c o n c e r t s .  By 1 8 8 8
him to

. _d , Lr e a d y  f o r m e d  n s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s  who 

g mRinly s t r i n g - p l a y e r s ;  f o r  a t  t n i s  t im e  t h e r e  was a 

iori among y o u n g  I n d i e s  f o r  l e a r n i n g  t o  p l a y  t h e  v i o l i n .  

TMrnenyi'6  v i s i t ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  B b e r l e i n ,

^ I p e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  m u s i c a l  t a s t e  ot t h e  

-own, w h ich  became a p p a r e n t  t h r o u g h  an i n c r e a s i n g  f o n d n e s s  

, ^ r i n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s t r i n g - p ? . a y i n g ;  and 

o r c h e s t r a s  becam e a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  c h o i r s .  The "Durban  

O r c h e s t r a a s  i t  w c a l l e d ,  w s ^>11 e s t a b l i s h e d  ty  

august  l d 8 8  w i t h  e b o u t  30  p l e y e r e .  B e f o r e  t n e  end  o f  t h e  

yeer th ey  ned  g i v e n  t h r e e  c o n c e r t s  I n  t h e  ? o » ’. !' -bU .  The 

f i r s t  o f  t h e n .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  wee l i m i t e d  t o  s u b s c r i b e r s  end 

t h « l r  f r i e n d s ;  t h e  p r o g r a m  a c o n s i s t e d  o f  o r c h e s t r a l  

p i e c e s  end s o n g s ,  e n d  o p e r a t i c  a r i a s  s u n g  I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

lan g u a g e? '  The s e c o n d ,  in N o ve m b er ,  was a  g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  

then t h e  f i r s t ,  and  t h e  Town H a l l  was c ro w d e d .  At b o t h  

c o n c e r t s  two M a r l t r . o u r g  : m  l e i  a n a  a t t r a c t e d  much n o t i c e :  

a young v i o l i n i s t ,  v i s a  " t r i c e  S t u a r t ,  who showed g r e a t  

t e c h n i c a l  m a s t e r y ;  a nd  V r .  P. *• L a t h a m ,  two o f  whose 

c o m p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  s u n g  oy t o e  c h o i r  an d  c o n d u c t e d  , y

The t h i r d  c o n c e r t  o n  1H P « e m b . r  was g i v e n  a s  a •■Orand 

Complimentnry  B e n e f i t 11 t o  H e r r  ' ' r r  e ' n * ^    _____

,

S', '! P " ' ; ,  c o l  3 , -The  Durban o r c h e s t r a "
3) n . r .  20  S e p t .  1H8H. p .  " •  ■

  i 1 1 " nnd ' N u a r t e t
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instrumental m u s i c  t n a t  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  Tne s t a n d a r d  o 

l a i c a l  p r o f i c i e n c y  a t  t h e s e  c o n c e r t s  d i d  n o t  a lw a y s  

t i f y  n u b i l e  p e r f o r m a n c e ; f o r  we r o a d  t h a t  i n  o n e  woriT

" t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  s o l o i s t  l o r t  t h e  b e a t  
r t i r e l v  a n d  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  h ad  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  

b r i n g  them ( i . e .  t h e  o r c h e s t r a )  t o  a p a u s e  and  
s t a r t  t h e  m ovem ent  a g a i n . "  ) )

i new venture;  in  the Town Hr U  were commendable, 

, h0Wrd s igns  of becoming "pupils* c o n c e r t s "  l l x e  those 

^r^vAsed by Mrs. Bevies, only r a th e r  more ambitious in  the 

3lce 0f  the music to  be e r to m e d .  In the  same category 

,e,.e the o n e  r t e  oy the "La61-n' Ore nes t  re" . t o  . e r e  t ra in e d

end conducted by h r .  - e r v -..... i .

H e n n . h i l e  t h e  D . P . S .  ee  n-.ed to h a v e  r e a c h e d  a p e r i o d  o f

d e c l in e ,  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  i t s

renaming menoere. One o f  tn, few occasions in  I'iSS .hen

they performed i n  p u o l lc  . a s  on 1 March in  tne Town t o l l

Offered his  s e rv ic e s  as a t o l o l e t  a t  tn ia  o e n e f l t  concert  for

Mrs. Richards, .h o ,  a t  t n a t  time, . a s  contemplating a v i s i t

to Ho a  fo r  f u r t h e r  musical  t ra :r . l :> : .

In J .  uory lB-,9 the D.P.S. ceased to func t ion  as «

society under t h a t  name, out i 'acColl and h is  w i f e  — tinned

.1th . h a t  . a s  ca le d  "MacColVa Choir" ,  a group of  ahont

gave o c c a s i o n a l  c o n c e r t ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  c h a r i t a b l e  o u r p o s e a .

In A p r i l  M  i  i n  t h e  B e r e a  H a l l  t h e y  R e n t e d  a  p r o g r a , , ,

of Chrirtmaf c a r  . , a  ^  ^  ^  ^

. .

j) 3e" " 8H' c o l  b , "lire. Richards' B enefi t
3) StM. 2  March 1 HUH, P-
Concert".



rh  the  J u b i l e e  S ingers  had d e l ig h te d  so many 
^niuu l )

1,-rnds on t h e i r  to u r  o f  England a few y ea rs  before .

0n 2b June 16 39 the  O rc h e s t r a l  Socie ty  under the

_ nf  s o e r l e i n  war. r. y ea r  o ld ,  and commemorated theerection uj.
. T1 bv fl co n c e r t  o f  o r c h e s t r a l  music w i t h  I n s t r u m e n t a l

gCCABlOb
,.rU2 songs. T e programme included a performance o f  

tir P cements from M ozart 's  Symphony N- 41 In C major 

(Tuniter)» the  conductor  adopting  the ea r ly  p r a c t i c e  of 

, er. ra ting the movements by o th e r  works. With i n s u f f i c i e n t  

i t n n g - n W e r e  the  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  ob ta in ing  a s a t i s f a c to r y

balance between brass  and s t r in g e d  instruments  con he 

readily a p p r e c i a t e d ;  out t h i s  d i d  not d e te r  them from 

attonptlng m p e r f o r  .me. 01 B eetoov .n 'e  Symphony Ko. 1 In C

Op. 21 in  December.

T,. Band o f  the  «4t»  Regiment . . .  in Durban In  A u g u r t  10S9 

Paying a t  p r o m .n a d .  c o n c e r t .  In the Town Hall under 

Mndme.ter Sidney. The N.O.R. Bend, -mder Ur. Hutchlneon, 

and toe If.It.R. Bend, un e ,  B n n d n e e t - r  m oo, » !» ,««  re g u la r ly  

in the Town C rdens where a new bandatand w„a erec ted  I n  

1890. A e - r l e a  o f  o r e n - n » r  Oand c o n c e r t o  was held I n

(torll 1891 when t h e  d e le f n te e

e n te r ta in e d  In  Durban no a g e a t ' i r e  ' ' ' 1

extenelon o f  tne ra ilway n.t.o t  ie Tr
in Ju ly  , 069 the  g n g l leh  ba r i to n e  C U ffo rd  H a l ld .^ a o ^

1
1) N.!'. f'J Aprl 1 P" ' ' ' „

.  c o l .  4 ,  " S u b s c r i p t i o n  C o n c e r t  .
. .

3) 11 D ec .  If: P- 5 » c o 1 ,  DuTt,afl ° rC
S o c ie ty " .

a i 0 a d v er t .
*) M .  y April  V T ’/ w a t ’ er ' - . ' ted 'on 'the  Market S q u a r e  in 

The f i r ;  t  bend i  t a n  - 
l8b3-4. (Hindernon, 21L1--!-—-*



famous S i r  C h a r l e s  H u l l e ,  v i rv i te d  Dunoon to  g iv e  t h r e e
ot the

i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l ;  and l*or t h a t  pu rpose  heconcerts
• t,d th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  W a lt h e r ,  t h e  v i o l i n i s t ,  and two

cpl am ateu rs ,  M isr  S t o n b r i d g e  ( so p rn n o )  and Miss Welch

a p r e c a r i o u s  v e n t u r e  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  when peop le

I not r e l i s h  whole  programmes c o r . s i t t i n g  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y

r ,r r , v i o l i n  sol* s and p ianoK s o l o s .  Both H a l le  arid

,.,n l t „er re  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i s e d  i n  th e  p r e s s .  H a l l e ,  wno

c p a r t :}  r e l y i n g  on h i e  l a t h e r ’ s m u s ic a l  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  a

< v' . revie  race  t i o n  in  Durban ,  i roved to  i e  a d i s a p p o in tm e n t ,

; >th b e c a u s e  o f  h l c  v i m  in g  w h i c h  wtu d e s c r i b e d  as  " I r c k in g

stren-v.. in  t h e  u V e r  r e g i s t e r " ,  end h ie  I r r i t a t i n g  mannerlem

y :  m t t ln g  h i t  l e n d  In  h e poc c t  * h l ' e  he t. i s i n g i n g .

neither see  b i n n e d  fo r  c u l t i v a t i n g  the worst fe a tu re  o f  ^

'

In  Septcmt r  and O c to b e r  ItitiV ICaoOoll a g a in  became 

eetlTf In t h e  r . u a l c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  Town c o n d u c t in g  h ie  Choir  

, t  two eo, c e r t  a In  the  Th, t r r  Royal .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  

included s o n g s . p e r t - r o n g e ,  and c h o r a l  e x c e r p t s  from 

fcriberg*.  p - v  o f  t h e  X-ell . s u p p o r te d  by a r :u ,U  s t r i n g e d  

orchestra!  The oecond was a l m l ' r r  r u t ,  w i th  a few 

add i t iona l  - r c l e n t r a l  pV  y r e ,  made p o s . n l e  r r r r !  onr.ai.ve o f

Handel'«  A c U u  mL O a l a t e a - The i n c l u s i o n  o f  a Mendelssohn

V '

Durban a u d ie n c e s  w i t h  t h .  more a. . t r a c t  c o m p o s i t io n s  which 

usually  found a p l a c e  In  "char  " 1 '' ' '

hy Met rr.. Hb11« and Wf 1 r *

„ , , n "S a tu rday  N i g h t ’ n

GonceFT". . . „
-r r ,  " S a t u r d a y  a C o n c e r  .

8) M .  4 S e p t .  IBtjy. P- 3 ’
-r c o l .  2 ,  "Saturday N ig h t

3) N.M. 14 O c t .  1 8 8 9 ,  P*

W ith  n programme of trio© for
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VAuXon or no
w > 1 ’ ' m< v- , i ano sonetm, .m •. i); onotopi«nô

a*iRB ui 1.1 Society made itv. debu ii the Berea H a l l
and t» 1C"

g October %■ ,h  ui, h i  b«- desc r ibed  today a t  a

iic0nnoi8 Beur p r o g r a m m e " ; but t h i e  e f f o r t  I n c u r r e d  the

^  ■t t d isp le a su re  ) i-h.. ne\ vpaper r, p o r t e r  who thought that^^

v Tv.e cho en w, r^ r a t h e r  too d i f f i c u l t  fo r  the  performers.

• >v er Id VO two ) th e r  mu. i cl ano  O t t o  von b o o t h  ( v i o l i n i s t )

, |(,0I. ;v K cle*: n (- i a n i v t ) , bo th  from Johannei burg ,  o f fe red

t . e i b l i c  a . i m i l a r  p r o g r  irane i r  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l , b u t  to  
vl‘ v
a very meagre aud ience .  To be f i n a n c i a l l y  su ccess fu l  

chamber concertr  , th  nigh almost f musical " c u l t "  of 1890 in 

Durban, needed l i g h t  r e l i e f  in  the form of popular rungs; 

vhe also needed ad v e r t isem en t .  In July the two E l c t r r s ,

Jull , end Rose Albu, bo th  i t u d e r t s  of r ing ing  from the 

Itoyai College o f  Mu< i c  in Lor.<«on, v i s i t e d  Durban en route :or

.

.

.

.

b etw en  toer. u - p l l e d  th e  m .re  e e r l e u e  p e r t  or  t h e r e

r;rofr The K t . f  A'hu t h . m r e l x e e  c n t r i h u t e f l  .  few

p e p t t l . r  eonfie e n d  n r l e e .  W i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  .  p u b l i c i t y

csm po lg r .  w h i c h  W t  o r g n n l z f i l  h y  t h .  i r  b u r l u r . t  n u n

'

Meanw - l e  t h ,  p e r f o m e n c f  , r  l o r g e  c h o r a l  w o rk ,  w o ,  e t l l l  

’onfluctor who u c e e e d . a  MecOoll '= Fren- Crane .

. .
P l a n o l ^ r t f  i i lec i ta  1 " « )f

2 Co l .  7# " S a t u r d a y ’ s C o n c e r t  .



•?.(

C h o r a l  S o c i e t y  \ugu  1 90* T h e i r  f i r a i
the r010

.

rt  80 t h o s e  d e s c r i b e e  )ve .  • 'rograimne c m s i B t m ,  
cor.ee"

. r,onff8 , an ine t ru iu en ta l  q u a r t e t  and q u i n t e t .  But
of g lees*  * i )
t- e • iL U c  show ed l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t .  By November,

«r. t h e v  h a d  j b t a i r . e d  so  much sup  ) o r t  frorr the Town and howevei, vi1v<j

M.e -.:,pr ea  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  c a l l i n g  themselves t h e  

rfDvrb n Rnd  B e r e a  C .o r a l  U n i o n " .  With a cho ir  o f  160 t h e y  

, Vp 8 p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  M e n d e l e o o tm* r Eli j a h  in t u e  Town m i l  

! D ecem ber;  b u t  c c  r d l n g  t o  one  n e w e p n p e r  r e p o r t  t h i s  

_ ^ r t , k l n ,  wa: , : l t e  b , y  nd t h e  c a r a . l l l t l e s  o f  t h e  performers,

g, r e s e n t e d  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  h i s  v o i c e  " l a c k e d  r e s o n a n c e "  

ftnd i n  h i s  own d e f e n c e  w r o t e  t o  t h e  newt  a ^ e r .

Ar. in o r i e n t  m u r i c r l  e v e n t  i n  1890  war t h e  v i s i t  to  

Durbui o f  t i e  n e g r o  =h  Lr taow ,  n r  t h e  - J u b i l e e  S l n g e r e -  i n  

m e m b e r .  T h l e  c h o i r  ( t e n  I n  e l l )  o r i g i n a t e d  I n  Hrmpton, 

V i r g i n i a .  U .S .A .  t l e l r  l e n d e r .  O r p b e u e  M. MeAdoo, b ed  a 

deep bee .  v o i c e  nd  „ g r -  t  v e e l  r  n g e .  A n o t h e r  member o f  

t h l e  eo cp a n y  a . K - . t t l e  S. A l l a n ,  a  . o m e n  who u s u a l  y e e n r

with some h o s t i l i t y  a t  th e  ho te l  where aeeom odat t  >r. lu .^been

'

Ike, „ v e  o n l y  o n e  c o n c e r t  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  with t h e i r  tour  

.

;
'

3) N.M. 17 Nov. 1W9°* P* v'’



t h e y  w e re  f a v o u r e d  w i t h  a  k i n d e r  r e c e p t i o n ,  e n d  Bang

e n t h u s i a s t i c  a u d i e n c e  i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l  on 
tc 3 )
5 Uovemher *

I t  was t h e  f a a h i o n  a b o u t  t h l a  p e r i o d  f o r  p r o f e c B i o n a l

onif-htingale '* .  Mre. R i c h a r d s  (Mil V i r g i n i a  C h e r o n )  r o e  

cPUed t h e  " N a t a l  N i g h t i n g a l e ' 1. She r e t u r n e d  t o  D urban  

p, t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  ’ t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  Royal  Acadt-rry, London and 

, fiVe pev e r a l  c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  Town H a l l  i n  O c t o b e r  and 

5otemler 1 6 9 0 ,  b e f o r e  g o i n g  on  t o u r  t o  t h e  T r a n s v a a l .  

Muelclane f ro m  o t h e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  to w n t  v i a i t e d  D u rb a n .

Ir June 1691 R o g e r  Aecham, t h e  b l i n d  p i a n i t t  anr’ o r g a n i c t

M . l f t e a  by t h e  f i n g e r  C l i f f o r d  H n l l e ,  b u t  o n ly  70 p e o p l e

c o n r e n l e n t l y  f o r  n e m a i l ,  s e l e c t  a  i - i - r . c e .

Ir. 1891 t h e  D u rb a n  C h o r a l  Union  u n d e r  F r a n c i s  C r a n e ,  

a s s i s t e d  by I b e r l e l n  who t r a i n e d  t h e  o r c h e s t r a ,  g a v e  a

u- i c i e r s  t o  go on a t o u r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y , t h e  two m ain  

cent r e 8 o f  a t t r a c t i o n  b e i n g  K i m b e r l e y  and  J o h a r t n e e b u r g .

irB we r e  much i d o l i z e d  a n d  e a c h  l a r g e  town h ad  i t s  own Singere

froc P o r t  E l i z a b e t h ,  g a v e  a p i a n o ,

a t tended .  He a l t  o g a v e  a c o n c e r t  ir. t h e  h a V  o f  t h e  

Young L a d l e s 1 C o l l e g i a t e  S c h o o l  w e r e  he c o u l d  c a t e r  more

o n c e r t a ,  one  o f  w h ic h  wra t h e

The two

t t e n d n n e e  won<)ne r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  p o o r 1 
•as  c o n s i d e r e d  t o o  h i g h .

1 . 6 . "The J u b i l e e  S i n g e r s " ,

o l .  .3, "Mr. R o ge r  AachanVe 

, „ / , „ n c p  wnp t h n t  5 / -  a d m i s s i o n

Z. van d e r  Merw , 2XL:—£
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„c o f  the Band of  the  11 th  HuscarB, which made p o s s ib lepemterB u 1)
0 performance o f  a Haydn symphony.

St. Jo s e p h 's  Hall  in  Wert S t r e e t  wae sometimes used 

.or chamber c o n c e r t s  i n  1892. I t  was here th a t  Miss Cheron

a c o n c e r t  i n  F e b r u a r y  a f t e r  h e r  r e t u r n  f ro m  ,-p.ve a vv“
-ohflnnesburg; the  Kones-BeyllB family  from Johannesburg 

2 two co n c e r ts  here in  ..lay; and when Roger Arc ham 

returned to  Dur n n Ju ly  he h i red  t h i s  h a l l  for ttiree of 

his concerts .

W hile  the The -.tre R o y a l  wot b e i n g  used by dramatic and

operatic companies, the  Town Hall wm a v a i l a b le  fo r  c o n c e r t s

:

. 0 6  the promenade co n c e r t  held In Wnour c, a v l i . i t ln g  

Jaglleh c r i c k e t  t- am In February 1898. tne Grand S c o t t i sh  

concert In the a- me n th ,  nd . 1 : l i a r  occasions fo r  

combining music w ith  dem onstra t ions  o f  popular  enthusiasms 

.

conductor, Hr. Ornnay, u -d t  .» Town Hell fo r  th ree  concer ts  

in Kerch? HI as Cheron became so r e  u l a r  th a t  she could 

afford to  Rive what were r e a l l y  chamber concer ts  in  the

Town Hal1.
Avon Saxon, a t . r l t o n e  from 1 .ndon, was des t ined  to 

Play an lm .o r i e n t  p a r t  In Durban 's  . u a l c a l  l i f e  fo r  the 

.

b, a company o f  th ree  -  u ra .  UcCullum (soprano) from 

Kimberley, He dam. Hyde-Let Id ( p i a n i s t )  and Vernon Reid 

(tenor) - he gnve c o n c e r ts  in  t  e Town HM1 nnd 

Royal during th e  month of Ju ly  18^ :- ° f  ^ -------

Symphony No. 2 ) .  (lli.--*
Union") „

r POi 7 , "The Zulu Choir .

: :



1)
« t s  on 33  J u l y  Mi so  C U eron  wae o n e  o f  t r i e  a i n g s r s .  I ncoTice* UiJ

g v e n^e r  Mi Bo C h e r o n  w e n t  on  t o u r  a y ;a in ,  t h i s  t im e  t o  j o i n

Avon Snxon i n  C a p e to w n .  Hi a n e x t  t o u r  i n o l a d e d  K i m b e r l e y

. t i l l  a t i m e  o i  t h e  E x h i b i t i o n ,  waa a t t r a c t i n g  many
nhictif

c l a n s  o n e  o f  whom * -a E b e r l e i n .

Xn March  t h e  D u r b a n  anc 3 e r e  a C h o r a l  U n ion  w are  

.  ̂ -,vinl, H a n d e l '  a Me. . a h  w h i c h  was p e r f o r m e d  i n  J u l y ,jigflcl;.. . A‘*o ** .....— »

•

^  0T>ened t h ' i  1 IP- - 3  : a; an w t ’ : c > n c e r t  an 20 D ecem ber ,

• ;r l n g  t h e  r e a r  I B 93  ve t h r e e  r u b s c r l o t i o n  c o n c e r t s  i n  

, ,  ̂ Town H a l l .  T he  I n s t  c o n c e r t  V r  1093 t o o k  p l a c e  on 

•7 O c to b e r  V.; t h  e r f  r  .ar.ee f  n d e l  a o h n '  t SZBBLJL:-

„  th e  w i n  - ortt'! B . t  I n  v i  i t l o n  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e

3a b a c r i o t i o n  c o n c e r t s  an  t h e r  t h r e e  w e re  s o e c i a  l y  a r r a n g e d  

, 9.  th e  v i s i t  o f  t h  f  oioub S r . -11 ah b a r i t o n e  C h a r l e s  3 a n t l e y

in J u l y  IBs .

1 1 t h  =o u-v-y h i g h l y  p r o f i c i e n t  l n  : e r e  and  I n s t r u m e n t a l  

t h e i r  n - a t l  -  h ,  g i v i n g  c o n c e r t s  o n l y  when t h e r e  woe

u n l i k e l y  t o  b e  some c o u n t e r - H ' - t :  e t t  tn  . ' ,rm

in q u ic k  s u c c e s s i o n ,  g a v e  a b o u t  t h r e e  c o n c e r t s  e n d  t h e n

moved on t o  K i m b e r l e y  a n d  J o h n n n e .  ir. ,  '  . I t  w .

'

Jenuery  Avon S a x o n  a n d  H l e e  Q- .e ro n  r e t  , m « d  t o  D urban  f r . m  ^

2) See p .  9 0 .

.  .

■
, c VI 7 ,  " S o n t l e y  8 V ie  i t  to

■

.
D u r b a n \



^ c h u r c  w h e r e  ohe  h a d  "been B i n g i n g  w i t h  t h e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  
job8nIie

y e v t r a l  S o c i e t y  i n  t h e  W a n d e r e r s 1 H a l l .  I n  March 1 6 93 ,

ye S t e f a n i , a New Z e a l a n d  m e z z o - s o p r a n o  who h a d  made a

f n r  h e r s e l f  a t  t h e  K i m b e r l e y  E x h i b i t i o n ,  came t o  D urban  
name 1u

ytl  S ig n o r  V e r d i  ( a  b a r i t o n e ) ,  L i l i a n  K e r r  ( v i o l i n i s t ) ,  and

n r e x l e r  ( p i a n i s t ) ;  and  t h e  company g a v e  two c o n c e r t s  i n  
Herr - • 1 \

the Town H a l l .  Prom K i m b e r l e y  t h e r e  a r r i v e d  a l s o  

^  „ - j o n q u i e r ,  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " t h e  m o s t  p o l i s h e d  v i o l i n i s t

, . ,  CP R e n e n y l " , a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  wtio p l a y e d  h e r  a c c o m p a n im e n t s .

from M a u r i t i u s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e y  a e t + ’ e i  i n  D urban  and 

-nre chamber c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  Tom H a l l ,  B e r e a  H a l l  and 

jo ee p tV e  R a i l ;  a n d  t r a v e l l e d  t o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  to w n s .

T̂ .ey were two o f  t h e  u n l u c k i e r t  m u s i c i a n s  e ve r  t o  v i s i t  

DarBhT.l ' t lng d o g g e d  by  bod  w e e t h r b  w herr  r e r  t h e y  w e n t .  Time 

uid e g e ln  t h e y  B u f f e r e d  t h e  d l f a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  h e v l n g  to  pTey 

in h a l f - e m p t y  h a l l e .  Avon S a x o r  e nd  V l r g l n l e  C h e ro n  nude  

another v l e t t  t o  K i m b e r l e y  a n d  J o h a n n e . b u r g  e a r l y  I n  1895 

ani . e r e  b ack  I n  D u rb a n  1. J u n e .  They c o m b in e d  w i t h  t h e  

jo n q u le ra  f o r  o n e  c o n c e r t  on 10 J u n e ,  and  t h e n ,  a f t e r  t h e i r  

marriage i n  D u rb a n  I n  J u l y ,  g a v e  a f a r e w e l l  c o n c e r t  I n  t h e  

tow. Hal l  on t h e  Z l a t  o f  t h a t  m o n th  b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  B u ro p e .

Thle l a e t  c o n c e r t  war g i v e n  much p u b l i c i t y ;  a o u v e n l r  po 

of M a m ,  C h e r o n - S a x o n  ( a n  e h e  t h e n  c a l l e d  h e r e e l f )  and Avon 

Saxon were g i v e n  t o  a l l  t h e  l a d i e a  I n  t h e  4 / - .  5 / -  ">'d V -  

a e a t , ? 1 A n o t h e r  v ia l  t o r  t o  D u rb a n  wae a d l . t l n g u i a h e d  

i r i a h  b a r i t o n e .  S i g n o r  P o l . ,  who a r r i v e d  d u r i n g  A u g u r t  and _

. a " q t f l f s n l - V ^ r d i  G o n c p r t  •
1) M.A. 20 M arch  1 8 9 3 ,  P- ^  " : /  " n t e f m n l - V e r d l  C o n c e r t  .

O .  22 M arch  1 8 9 3 ,  p .  3 ,  c o l .

S) M .  a s  A p r i l  1 8 9 3 .  p .  3 .  c o l .  4 .  "The J o n g u i e r  C o n c c r  .

3) N.M. 24 J u l y  1 8 9 3 ,  p .  3 .  c o 1 * 5 ’ " P n r e ^ f' n  t 0  * * %*



,g onp c o n c e r t -  i n  t h e  Town Hr 11  on 17 A u g u s t  b e f o r e  

on h i s  mu, i c a l  t o u r  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .
proce1

In Sn i t e  o f  a l l  t h i u  a r r a y  o f  d i o t l n g u i B h e d  m u s i c i a n s ,  

CP1 t a l e n t  was  b e i n g  s t i m u l a t e d  by  t h e  f i r s t  E i s t e d d f o d

te1 /D e ce m b e r  1 8 9 3 )  and  t h e  E i s t e d d f o d  c o n c e r t s  which 
in NflLtu v

I t  wan t h v  s e c o n d  E i s t e d d f o d  o f  A u g u s t  1893
fo l low '-  •

■i a, b r o u g h t  t h e  a o n r n n o ,  Ada F o r r e s t  -  p e r h a p s  t h e  most, 

f n i l  N a t a l  s l n ' c r s  -  b e f o r e  t h e  D u rb a n  m u s i c n l
famous ̂  J

Orgvn r e c i t a l s  w«*re g i v e n  f r e q u e n t l y  in  th e  Town
u t l t c ,

3)

vd on t h e  B e r e a  by  t h e  few c o m p e t e n t  o r g a n i s t s  l i v i n g  i n

Durban, o r  bg t  o r e  on  a  v i s i t  f ro m  L i a r l t s i n r g .

Ar e a r l y  a s  J a n u a r y  1 89 3  t h e  p h o n o g r a p h ,  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  

the g r ^ o p h o n v ,  *  a r o u s i n g  I n t e r e s t  when a c e r t a i n  

M i  Cohen gav e  p r i v a t e  r e c o r d e d  c o n c e r t ,  on  t h e  p h o n o g r a p h  o f  

p i e c e ,  p l a y e d  by  c e l e b r . t i e , . I n  November  1693  p t o n o g r a p h

c o n c e r t ,  . e r e  g i v e n  I n  t h e  K a r o n . c  n e . l l ,  3 ........... S t i e e t ,

,  room i n  K e r c u r y  L a n e ,  w h e re  f i v e  p i e c e ,  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  on 

oevment o f  a r h l V l n g .  U  t u n i n g  b e i n g  d o n e  with t h e  a i d  ol  

e a r - t u b e .  o r  c o n e .  B u t  t h e o e  n o v e l  e x p e r i m e n t ,  . e r e  i n  no

a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  l i v e  c o n c e r t .

' a,  .  ie  n u m b e r  o f  e t r i n g - p l a y e r .  i n  D u rb a n  I n c r e a s e d

a v i o l i n i s t ,  h e l d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c h a m b e r  c o n c e r t ,  i n  t h e  

C o n g r e g a t io n a l  M a l l  H u s g r a v .  Road b e t w e e n  March and  .Tune o 

1694. I n  th -  , e he  w " t o t e d  by  • ' v i o l o u  6)

3) n . 35 Aug. t e y b ,  p .  • *
Slet"  d d f o d 1' .

4) S e e  C h a p t e r  S i x t e e n .  „
,  c o i .  6 ,  " P h o n o g r a p h  .

5 ) M l .  4  D e c .  1 9 3 ,  ^  3 ,  ^  ^

6) N.M. 30 A p r i l  1 15 • *



T0nau ie rs  gnve chamber c o n c e r ts  in  the  Berea Hall in  

Tn the u;jne month Otto von B o >th, the v i o l i n i s t ,
june.

ve chamber c o n c e r t s  in  the  Ma. >nic Hal1 in 3mith S t r e e t ,

-oipted a g a i n  by  the  p i a n i s t  Moray M a c l e a n :  b o t h  had

; ,..t re turned  from a con ce r t  to u r  in Johannesburg. The 

T r n tenor  George Mncfnrlane held a chamber concert  in  the 

^  ^  ' H a l l .S u l th  Strc, t  on 9  November 18^4, and was

, t „d t>y the Durban Male Voice Choir and by the p i a n i s t

Cholllnor ( r o m - T ly  Mr . Bevlss) who played one oi her
2)

o a compo' i t i o n s .
Ar- had o f t e n  happened in ea r ly  y e a r s ,  the congenial

leather of Ju ly  brought c e le b r l  t ie . ,  to  Town. In 1894 a

Scottish o p e r a t i c  foprano ,  to - rg ie r l t e  MacIntyre, v i a . , e l

Scrtan and aang In sev e ra l  c o n c e r t s  arranged fo r  her In '.he

.

making a tour  o f  South A fr ica  a l t e r  a su ccess fu l  concert 

season in Kimberley and Johannesburg. The Choral 'Jr.ior.

with i t s  Male Voice Choir under Crane upplemented her 

program, w ith  p a r t - r o n r s .  She gave th ree  concer ts  in  a l l

in August .

When the  Town Hall org n  was o f f i c i a l . y  opened on

'

Handel's M e r r i a h  was g i v e n  two p e r f o m a n c e s  on ,'C and ’ 

December w i t h  a c h o r u s  o f  100. About  1.500 p e o p l e w a r e

March 1895. soon a f t e r  the a r r i v a l  of the n r ^ J ^ -----------

7 7 7  o r  , , 7 7 , .  p .  e .  «ol .  3 .  " C h a m b e r

Concert". . „
,  .i 4 , "Chnmber C o n c e r t  .

• •

crowds wao hod BBsei.ibl < 1

Saga. pp. 149. 150.) ^  ,.3eeona performance of
4) N.M. ?A Dec. 1894, P«
M ess iah" .



c t  " C o m o r a t i o n  P o p u l a r  Gone o r  w e r e  s t a r t e d ,  and
Qrg?.r*ib )

re u s u a l l y  h e l d  on  T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n s , w i t h  s p e c i a l  

. nc, . 0n c e r t e  t o  c a t e r  f o r  t  v i n f l u x  o f  h o l i d a y - m a k e r s
m o r n m h  v

trx(. w i n t e r  m o n th s  t th i  e w e r e  m a i n l y  o r e a n  r e c i t a l s
during 1 %j

i c h  l o c a l  t r t i r t i  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  p e r f o r m .

Avon Saxo n  i nd V i r g i n i a  G ho ron  r e t u r n e d  t o  D u rb a n  i n

i r  w i t h  o c o n e '  r t  t a r t y  c l i e d  t h e  '’Saxon G le e  S i n ^ e r e " -
Kay 2)

riill e  q u a r t e t  an d  a s o p r a n o .  T h e i r  f o u r  c o n c e r t s  were  

r.eld in  t h  Town H a l l ,  t u t  t o  v a r y  s p a r s e  a u d i e n c e s ;  a f t e r  

-Auioh t h e  p a r t y  v i t i t e d  J o h a n n e s b u r g  w h e r e ,  w i t h  a ’ e r g e r  

c o p u l a t i o n  t '-  c a t e r  f o r ,  t h e y  w e re  l i k e l y  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d

more f a v o u r  x b l y .

I n  t h e  c l > e l n g  y e i r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  was -n

a b u n d a n c e  o f  m u s i c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  At  t h e  t im e  v.r.e,, t h e

g6, 0n O lee  3 1 n Se r e  - e r r  I n  D u r b a n ,  t h e  P a y n e  F a m ily  o f

H a n d b e l l - B ln g e r e  . a r c  a t t r r c t l n g  l a r g e  c ro w d s  a t  t h e  T h e a t r e

.

6 w e  t o  Durbar.  I n  t h e  ea,  e month  w i t h  t h e  S r - l l s h  t e n o r ,  

Char les  S . u n d - r s .  A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  T r e b e l l l  c o n c e r t s  1,

1396 drew f u l l  h o u s e s .  I n  J u n e  H o m n n  S a lm o n d .  t h e  Bn 

b a r i t o n e ,  c r *  t o  Durban end g a v e  c o n c e r t s  I n  the Town^ , 1 1  

and T h e a t r e  R o y a l .  I n  J u l y  31 r  C h a r l e s  and Lady Hr H e  

(Kadsme Bonne N e r u d n )  a r r i v e d  I n  South A f r i c a  w i t h  t h e i r

;

See c h s n tc r  p i x t -  ri.bee  r; l e r  "  „

4 May 1 8 9 5 ,  p .  '' ' ' '  4 '

i - " p i r o t  T r e b e l l l  C o n cer t" .

l iTMT Su i lom onf  , ..........
i b e l l i  C o n c e r t  .



1)
Hall6 ’ '

, . w i f e  nn ev«-:n m o re  e m i n e n t  v i o l i n ! . t . They a r r i v e d  
pnd >"lie

pl3}<n 0n 14 Au v ; t  nceom ;>nied by  Lut combe Se; r e l l  e ,

.1 vnnwn e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  who hud  a r r a n g e d  t h e i r  t o u r  f o r  
p w e l l - >ulu ------- — --------------------------------------- 2)

 ̂ They g r v e  o n l y  two c i re  rt  in  t h e  Town h; 1 . In 

y w ,* e r  KcAd o ' ;  "Jub l e r  31r -err , nd V i r ^ n l ,  Concert

^  ipny« p o p e r r e d  a n  i n  a t  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l ,  and  i n  t h e

■ - i th .  Avon S a x o n ,  who h a d  d i s b a n d e d  t h e  Snxon -r lee  

Sincere a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  L o n d o n ,  erne b a c k  t o  D urb a n  w i t h  a 

company c a l l e d  t h e  C h e r o n - S a x o n  C o n c e r t  Company w h ic n

■

Xr { i t e  o f  t i e  i e d l e t l n g u l e h e d  v i  i t o r a  a m a t f u r  

6 0 c l e t l e e  , e r  . t i V .  v r y  , c t l v e .  The D u r b a n  end  B e re a  

j r o l  O n ion  h a d  t - c u n e  "The D u r t  r. C h a n  1 a n d  v r e i  • ■ r t r a l

W on" ,  an , u r l n f  1 '5 ,  e e r e  W . y  r e h e a r d n g  H r y o n 'a

Voice C h a i r ,  t  : W V  h a i r ,  m a i n t a i n e d  hy  P r e n c l ,  C ra n e  f o r  

o c ce W o n a l  p o p u l a r  o o n e e r t r .  »i • d D i r h n .

q u i t ,  e a t i s f l e d  t o  p l a y  r t r a l g h t f o r w a r d  o p e r a t i c  e d e e . l o n . ,

'

t r y in g  a n y t h i n g  more  m b l t i o u e  o r  b e y o n d  t h e  c a p a h l l l t l e a  o 

the ni v.yer. :

cr
rtr-

' UiC ' , 4 "The  H a l l e  C o n c e r t " .

. . 

. . , . «ti J u b i lee  Sincere .

II.,1 i n n n c e r t



rtThe A r-P oc ia t ion  har. i?o f a r  ?-vo ided  th e  
ru inous m i s t a k e  t h  t  Ima h i t h e r t o  been  no common 
with l o c a l  o r c h e i t r a B  -  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  m usic  f o r  
nub i le  p e r fo rm a n c e  f a r  b -yond  th e  c n p e b i l i t i e c  o f  
the p l a y e r s 11. 1 )

The p o p u la r ity  o f  Sund y even in g  c o n c e r ts  d a te s  from

i ut Jm.e 189b \ h e n  l o c a l  am a te u rs  gave what were c a l l e d

ng„cred C o n c e r t s "  i n  t h e  T h e a t r e  Royal .  The orogrwanes

•

...cred songs .  Sund iy e v e n in g  o rgan  r e e l  t i l s  were g iven  

regularly  m  th e  Town Hf-11 when ) w a r t i s t s  might be

introduced to  th e  u b l i c .

.

; r - , n l 6t  i n  1896,  t h e  D.M.A'r  f  r .  t  c o n c e r t  took  p la c e  on 

3 Key 1896 when Mend-lf  r o h n ' e  A t h e n e  war. the  main v. .r,:

- e r f o r e d .  P r i c e  o- r, :: r r l o n  were V - .  " A .  1 nd V - .  

v . ^ u e  .  r r e p e n t e d  In  O c to b e r  w i t h  r  c h o i r  o f  200, end the

imie An o c i a t i o n  o e r f - m e d  H a n d e l ' e  »”  18 D e c m ' Rr

(without an o r c h e r . t r a )  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a w i a l t l n g  h e r t t o n e  

Scott S e k e r ! 5 The  A e r o c l e t i o n  h e l d  a H u e l c . l  P e e t l v a l  

l e e t l n g  f o r  k - e e  dp t  i n  J u l y  1 8 9 7 ,  a g a i n  w i t h  e x c e r p t ,  from

.

.
n n d r a y d n ' a ^ s r e a t l s a . '  I n  S e p t e m b e r  e  c o n c e r t

*
dCBcrlhed nr n f a i l u r e :  I n a d e q u a te  r e h e a r a a l  r e r u l t e d  in

great c o n fu e io n  n: on* the  o r e  -------------

. .
See p .  91 .

') See n . 4 l7

3) P l  1 0 5 ‘ 7 c n l  fi, "D u rb a n  M u s i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ' . '
4) N.M. 19 D e c .  1 8 9 6 ,  P* 1 •

'
5) N, P . 20 J u l y  1 8 9 6 , P« •



observed th e  r e p e a tn and o th e ra  d id  n o t .

Of t h e  t o u r i n g  m u s i c i a n s  who a r r i v e d  in  Durban one 

. f o r  l e a s t  two m onths .  T h is  ?s: S ig n o r  Renzo
reini'ine

, Quite indcnendc n t l y  of the  C h e r o n - S a x o n  Company, 
t o n a o . *•Ro

o

CO

.. t.|.ich he wee a member, he conducted n a e r i e s  o f  o rc h e s t r a l  

„e,.r t r  in June and Ju ly  lb9<-, ond drew an  a l l  the  a v a i l a b l e  

, . , r in  Durban and U a r m b u r g .  These co n c e r ts  took p lace  

Uie ToWn H a l l .  To as. l e t  him Kotondo had s e v e ra l  ab le  

-ttncienet U dame Cheron, Avon Saxon, Lionel Hargreaves 

(.baritone) and Ur. . 'onquler .  Another, who made her home 

in Durban and t a u g h t  music, war Madame Letowoka, a p i a n i s t  

„„d Singer who "very p r e t t y "  and could “play 40 p ieces

to ton  g t r e l e e k l .  - n i t v r  r v r b e r  o f  t h e  C h e r o n  Saxon  Company, 

r t o  , r . s  f o r m e r l y  C o u r t  p l a n l r t  t o  t h e  Queen o f  E o u m s n ls .  gave 

r e c i t a l s  I n  t h e  M a s o n ic  H s l l , S m i t h  S t r e e t ;  a s o - c a l l e d  

"RuBElan" p l a n l r t ,  P . r o n  v m  H l m m e i r ^ e r i r  ^ t h  „ ^  T« .r. 

r e r . s t a t i o n  r.r l a y e r  nd  c o n d u c t o r "  l e f t  J o h a n n e s b u r g  t o  

V i s i t  Durban I n  A o r l l  and P l ^ . d  a t  t h e  M usic  Saloon o.

in July. i n  the  same month the  Snowdrop n n r ^ r j T -  

.

Aaeoclatlon". , ,p n D U l „ r  o r c h e s t r a l

'?,) K,M. June 1 " « n • 1 ’

:

5) II. 4 . 3 A p r i l ,  1 11 *
^  HlimnelBt jerna*

6) Ihj^. 16  A H I ,  1 v ‘
R e c i t a l " .



851

8

in

_  p. b e l a t e d  e d i t i o n  o f  the C h r i s t y  M in stre ls  -  
^ r i t s W g  '

i  , t h e  Town Hf 11. Roger Ascham v i s i  ted Durban 
drew crowab - f o i t u

Tulv -\nd gave o r g a n  a n d  pian% r e e l  t a l e  in  the Town
ggain

The J u b i l e e  S in g e r s  returned f o r  t h e i r  th ird  v i s i t
Hall*

, l t . The g r e a t e s t  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  a l l  wpb  the famous

 ̂ h tenor,  Sims Reeves ,  who gave two c o n c e r t s  o f  popular  
Sngl16 1)

the Town Hall  In September 1896.

1897, the year  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a ' ,  Diamond J u b i l e e ,  wne 

kue7 y, nr in  Durban w ith  a l l  klnde o f  mualcal entertalnmenta.  

„ February Bennl Schoenberger ,  a Hungarian p l a n l e t .  appeared 

tM Town Hall  w i t h  S ignor Rotund and Wee L i l i a n  hruaera,  

u  Wer lc .n  eoprano. i rger  a t t r a c t e d  a o m e  a t t e n t io n

„nh  .  newly p a te n ted  reao-.utor a t ta c tu d  to the p iano.  The 

Blnnond J u b i le e  C o n c e r t ,  a ta r te d  in  May and l e e t e d  u n t i l  

Tti, .  they were mainly  popular In c h a r a c te r ,  rnd not free

from fi lmoet  I n c r e d i b l e  mi s h a p e :

Abandon the number .

U l l tary  band. . . H a t e d  a t  theae c o n c e r t . ,  7 th  ttaaeara.

9th (Queen'■ Royal)  L a n c e r , . 2nd Royal Dublin I M . l U e r e ,

W  Wait Riding R e g i m e n t .  The I n d .y ld u a l  performer, who 

figured prominently were th o se  of  e . t . b U a h . d  mualcal

reputation In the Town, «»»«” « Cheron'
Signer Rotondo, Mr. K- B e n to n  (a S w e d i s h  v l o l . n l  a t )  an

Baron von H i r r r i c l s t j e m n .

These w ere  the d a y .  o f  h a r .h ,  e t a c t ^ n ™ ^ _________

-  * "Sims Reeves Concert".
; a .K .  I t  s e p t .  1 8 9 6 .  p .  4 .  CO..  . „glme R e ev e s  C o n c e r t  . 

- h i .  W  S e p t .  1 8 9 6 .  P .  c o “
. . 1 a d v e r t .

1 1 0 18y7’ "  ' \  7 ..Saturday's Orchestral
•1) K . " .  7 J u n e  1 8 9 7 ,  p .  4 .  c o l .  .
v n-'f r t  1.



i t ic iemB, m ny o f  which •; tec

. ■
yr« *
l 0  july 1897 the  D.M.A. iw  e p e r f o r m e n t -  f g l i  je jb  

^ich t h e y  had r e h e a r s e d  o t v e n u o u a l y  f o r  v r o ' n o n ' f  . 

l ig:5n fo u n d  much t o  r e g r e t  Lr, t h e  n e r f o n  nee  .1 I ' l j  t c

v ,r - i ea 3l y  w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t i q u e :

"The p r l n c  i m l  a o ’ o i  t .. w e re  Md! e .  Che v o n , 
vr 6 . B o y d - S m i t h ,  Mr. C. H. M i l l e r  and Mr. Avon 3axor , 
b u t  w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  ?’r t  . ooyd-on. 1 t h  
m.ug t h e  c o n t r a l t o  m u s i c ,  n o t  o ne  o f  t  . o r e  named wm

v .  t  n o n e  o: ' t h e  o t h e r ,  tu r f  . . . .

H a v in g  r e n d  t h e  a b o v e  r e n o r t  i n  t h e  p a p e r  o f  18  ^ l y

.

enhance h i e  n r e e t l g e  a, a  n u d e  t e a c h e r ,  d e t e m i n e d  t o  s e e ,

on t h a t  f a t e f u l  MondrV nornln, and  a w a i t e d  a r r i v a l  o f  t h , ,  

from M i l l i g a n  b u t  an n o n e  was f o r t h c o m i n g  he  k n o c k e d  -

i»X)nrV in iuv.ic <1
. .

ABBOciRtion".
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VMS

re

was

,lB. v > i l a n t .  The  n o i s e  o f  t h i o  a l t e r c a t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  

. .  . n 0 f  t h e  w h o l e  s t a f f  wlio e n t e r e d  t h e  o f f i c e  a nd  a e t  

gpxon.  Soon  a f t e r w a r d s  Mr. W oodhead ,  t h e  E d i t o r ,

■ v,3d an d  o r d e r e d  S a x o n  o f f  t h e  p r e m i s e s .  M i l M ^ a n  

ved  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  Sax on  w as  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  

. , p o l i c e .  His hxi. ib le  a p  l o ^ y  t o  M i l l i g a n  t h r o u g h  tr ie

U& not in any way no . e a s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  - • u h i i c  who now 

,...yded Saxo n  w i t h  a one  a b h o r r e n c e .  A c h a r g e  o f  a n s a u l t  

b r o u g h t  a g a in s t  h im  a n d  he was t r i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  

B g i3t r a t e ;  but  when on 28 J u l y  he war f i n e d  o n l y  f i v e

members o f  t h e  p re s s  a l l  o v e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a  w ere  so

■

M . e p . p e r e  u r g e d  t h a t  l r  f u t u r e  t h e  m t l l e  s h o u l d  b o y c o t t

a l l  of  S a x o n ’ f c o n c e r t . .
T h e re  c a t  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  M i l l i g a n ' ,  c r i t i c i s m  o f

the c o n c e r t  . a .  s o u n d ,  a ,  a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r  c r i t i q u e s

corroborated ( I n  some m e a s u r e )  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e

p e r f o r m a n c e  w a o  o n  t h e  • ' I n a d e q u a t e .  The B u r k S l ^ a r

wrote i f  t h e  e ; r . c - r V .

I m p r e s s l v e n e s a  o. - 1*3
l V t  in  con C :u-rce .

,  r o l  7 .  "Brut,  a  A s s a u l t  o n  a
1) P.M. 1 3  J u l y  1 8 9 7 ,  n .  ♦
J o u r n a l i s t " .  . + _  .

2) D urban  S t a r ,  3 Aug. V ->v » ^  ^
J o u r n a l i a t ' T -  .
3) 13  J u l y  1 8 , 7 .  P.  4 .  c o l .  6 . "D urban  M u s i c a l

ABBOCirition".



The N a t  .1 Ahve r t l e e r  w r o t e :

"Ur .  S r x o n  p l« 'u < e d  t h e  a u d t  n e e  w i t h  h i s  
f i n e  d r  Brno t i c  r i n g i n g ,  x c e  l e n t  d e c l a m a t i o n ,  
c l e a r  e n u n c i a t i o n ,  and  f i n e  e x p r e r e i o n ,  h u t  a f t e r  

p in g  s o  warm an  e u l o g i u m  on  I'.r. S a x o n ,  d o u b t  
^ u r t  b e  ex a r c r  r e d  i f  Mr. S a x o n  c a u g h t  t h e  e x a c t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n t e .  d c d  t o  b e  p l a c o d  on t h e  
" S l i  jo h "  m u e i c . " i )

M i l l i g a n ' s  r e o u t  t i o n  a a  a h a r s h  c r i t i c  was w e l l - k n o w n

,

„Vi, re  wnB a l i k e l l h o  >d t h a t  he war t o  w r i t e  t h e  c r i t i q u e ,  

x, v e r t h e l c o a  h e  war  s u f f i c i e n t l y  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a e  a m u s i c i a n  

, a r n  t h e  r e ,  , e c t  ) f  r x  t  o f  t , ,  T o w n 's  m u o l c l n n a .  I t  

Wc.:, how ev er ,  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  mn, l e t r a t e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

he c o u l d  b e  e n t i r e l y  u n b i a s . e d  when w r i t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t s  on 

c o n c e r t s  g i v e n  by M ie e  C h e r o n  a n d  Mr. S a x o n .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  H I V  M a n  h a d  b e e n  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d

of th e  C h e ro n  fa : .n y ;  t h a t  i n  189?. he  h a d  made a n  o f f e r  o f

marr iage  t o  K l e e  C h a r o n ' a  s l a t e r ,  md h a d  b e e n  r e f u s e d :  end

th a t  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  when S xon be ca m e  e n g a g e d  t o  M iss  C h e ro n .  

M i l l ig a n  had  d o n e  everything I n  h i s  power  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  

m a r r ia g e ,  b e l i e v i n g  a s  he  d i d  t h a t  Miss C h e r o n ' -  c a r e e r  a s

gave h i s  e v i d e n c e  I n  c o u r t  by  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  M i l l i g a n  had  

r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  e x p e d i e n t  o f  a t t a c k i n g  Saxon a n d  h i s  w i f e

may have g r e a t l y  I n f l u e n c e d  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  who Im posed  s u c h

Wisely t h e  S a x o n s  v e n t u r e d  on a ^ e r  c o n c e r t  t o u r  a t  t h i s  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . « > « " 2 2

n r ; " ; ; : :

.1  M . „  w  w e .  P .  p .  * *  -
J o u r n a l i s t ' .
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M they had over "been hel 'ore chie r e g r e t t a b l e
poPulL'

inc iden t .

.

l i f e  rd  w re  h e g i n -  i n g  t o  l o n e  some o f  i t r  e a r l i e r

support- - - • i )
, t  i, t h e  t r a i n i n  ' >f h i .  c h  n r ;  i i t  > t o  t h e  f a c t  

t

the Baine t e n d e n c y  t o  t h r i v e  f o r  n y e a r  o r  two and t h e n  

-jCU r r  r a p i d l y .  N e v e r t  h e i r ,  r  t h e  D . l ’.A .  w:: t h  t h e  h e l p  of 

. t r n r r  b a n d ,  o r g a n  a n i  p l ^ ' ^ e  a p e r f o m a n c e  o f  2 M J & S 6  

^ , l a n d  compDi od  b y  S i r  F r e d e r i c k  B r i d g e  f o r  t h e  

D la r ind  J u b n e e T  a nd  m  D « e  b e r  1 6 ,7  t h . y  o e r f o m e ^

> l e . 6 c a n t a t a  f b r l r . t n , , , -  g * « ,  *>nd e b o r u s e e  : r o m  H a n d e l ' a  

Marr lab  t o  an  a u d i e n c e  " f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e

Towr v. " •
S , ™  Of t h e  n n . u c e l  . t t r a c t l o n .  I n  D u rb a n  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  

p a r t  Of v  ,T we r a t  K a r l t r t u r g a  8, tw dro p  W n r t r e l a  * n h

( o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  J u b i l e e  31n. - r a ) ;  and  t h e  v l a l t  i n  Howev.ber

of A l i c e  L l e k n n ,  a  y o u n g  1 6  y e a r - o l d  v l o ' l n i a t

Johanna b u r g  w h e r e  e h e  had  b e e n  I d o l i z e d  • y 1 ° f

30 many " d l r t l n r u l a h e d "  m u . - l c H n e  had  v l r l t e d  Durban 

in  the  l a ,  t  >w y- o r ,  t h a t  i t  w a o n l y  t h e  b e a t  who c o u l d

But i n  a i t , ,  o f  - " m o t i v e  a d v e r t ! , , a n t e  a y o u n g j ^ ^

1) See p .  I 1' 1 •
« .ni. a , advert.

[ g .  4 O c t .  1 .>7, P- •’« , 0  
A B e o c i a t l o n " .

,, 7 ,  "S unday  Ooncev .

c o n c e r t  i n  t h e  Wnnder r ^ x 
c o l .  7 ,  "A I ' a r i c  Q en iu t  •



? n i e  Marx w i t h  h i s  C o n c e r t  Company was r e c e i v e d  w i t h  

r e n c e  when h e  came t o  D u r b a n  1n J a n u a r y  1B93.  U n l i k e
■ t.(U *

could no t  b o a s t  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  fame: moreover,
others ne

c r l t l c B  u n k i n d l y  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  p l o y e d  t h e  v i o l i n  " w i t h

, c o r r e c t n e s s " ,  b u t  w i t h  f a u l t y  I n t o n a t i o n .  He a l s o  
iesh 8T.u

,  *he a d d e d  m i s f o r t u n e  o f  h o l d i n g  c o n c e r t s  a t  t h e
3UffC-«u

t i ’iie o f  t h e  y e a r  when meny p e o p l e  w ere  d i s i n c l i n e d  

l0 a t t e n d  c o n c e r t s  o f  s e r i o u s  m u s i c ,  e x c e p t  t h o s e  g i v e n  by 

<Vxn6 whose r e s o u n d i n g  r e p u t a t i o n s  p r e c e d e d  them  w h e r e v e r

they went.

'

#alKne Alb an 1 ,  a f a n  our  C a n a d i a n  a o p r a n o .  a r r i v e d  I n  Stay I B M  

gave two c o n c e r t .  I n  t h e  Town H a l t ,  when . h e  . a n ,  « o . t l y  

i r l ee from t h e  O p e r a ,  a nd  o r a t o r !  a and  . a c r e d  w o r k . ,  and 

,  fe,  w e l l - k n o w n ,  s i m p l e  b a l l a d e .  Her  s e c o n d  v i s i t  - a s  I n  

M ch 181 9 ,  when s h e  b r o u g h t  w i t h  h e r  S i g n o r  F r a n c o  L e o n l .  

t e r  a c c o m p a n i s t ,  a n d  o t h e r  a r t i s t e  i n c l  id ' .n g  . t e n o r ,

M r , t o n e ,  a n d  a c o n t r a l t o .  The g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  h e r  t h r e e  

c once r t s  I n  t h e  Town H a l l  I n  A p r i l  s h e  d e v o t e d  t o  o p e r a ,  

.d o p t ln g  t h e  e a r l i e r  p r a c t i c e  I n  D u rb a n  c o n c e r t s  o f  c o m b in in g  

the c o n c e r t  h a l l  a nd  o p e r a  h o u s e  I n  o n e  p e r f o m a n c e .  Her 

second an t h i r d  c o n c e r t s  w e re  g i v e n  I n  two p a r t s ,  e v e n l y  

balanced w i t h  . e l e c t e d  n r , a s  f r o m  t h e  o p e r a s  an d  t h e  s t a g i n g  

of scenes  f ro m  V e r d i ' s  I ^ T r o v J a t a  and  G o u n o d ' s  F a u s l -  

Annie  S t e v e n s ,  an A u s t r a l i a n  c o n t r a l t o ,  and  .Tames

a rm ln g ton .  an S n g U . h  ' « ™ r ' f' HV* ,'e o  -  ■n--r t s  I n ^ t h e ----------

    .  '  , " L . e t  S i g h t ' s  C o n c e r t " .
11 r e d e e m e d ^ h l s *  r e p u t s t l o n ' b y  b e c o m i n g  t h e  l e a d e r

the Capetown O r c h e e t r a .

2) NjJI. 8 J a n ,  1 8 9 8 ,  p .  4 .  c o %  % >,U ' ^
, 5 .  "MndamA Albani .

3) n.M. 20  May, 18 9 8 * p *, * i 7 , '♦Mudntnc Albani •
27 May W 8 , p.  5, c o l .

See p .  4 3 1 .  „
„ 7 , •’Madame A lb a n i  ^

4) N.M. 11 A p r i l  13 ^9 ,  P .  %' 7 , "Albani C o n c e r t  .
O .  13 A p r i l  1 8 9 9 ,  P .
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. Tni v n a g , > w i t h  t h e  f i t v s i r t a n c e  o f  an  o r c h e s t r a  o f  38 
HPl l  m  tJUL~ 1)

t r a i n e d  b y  Hohy a n d  H i m n e l n t j e m a .  I n  J u l y ,
p W c r

vt p r l c d e n t h a l ,  a  Oeniinn p i ;  n t  o f  wo a le -v ,  1 i n  r e  ut? ^  on ^

ve .: Pce l i v n o f r e c  l t f . l v  i n  th -  T i ic  H 1 1 , 3 . 1 t h  S t r e e t

. .. m  h i e  c h o i c e  o f  w o r k s  a v .u rk ed  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h o s e  
bIjo* in* x L
. „ Liv,2t  i.nd V/a.-ner,  b u t  o n l y  a few  e o p l e  w o re  i n t e r e s t e d ,  

i n  t h e  m o n th  he  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  Town h 11 w i t h  H e r r
1/ vri

r , r  e l ,  t h e  v i o l i n  v t ,  i n  a r  ■ :r; . e o f  w o r k s  f o r  v i o l i n  

p i p n o i o r t « v n e r -  w- ' - -V v t u b e n t  a o f  run c I n  v r.

„„ p,prBnped a n e c l a l  m a t i n e e  ' .dv fo rm an ce  f o r  thorn on

5 Av* i f t .
The D.M.A. p a r :  Iv Adii’ i I t.  C r e r t l o n  i n  t h e  T >wn

'

anslCRl F e s t i v a l  on  t h r e e  n i g h t s  i n  t h e  -  : y i - a r t  o f  J a l y  

199, and c h o s e  ■rh; U U U ^  ^  3 t . e r n d n l e  B e n n e t t ,

^  t o = = n »  * *  ^ n d e l .  and  a n e .  o r c h e e t r o l  s u i t e  t y

0 6 . r U *  Hoby c a l l e d  S c e n e , Yenl^ 'l  ■ «' ■’. i n e i p e l

7 Ju ly  nn n r c b l t io u B  b u t  ur.. u c ce .  o f u l  a t t e m p t  was made t o

h

 ̂ , "T iwn H r11 C o n c e r t  .

,

-i v <lHr r r  F r i e d e n t l v  1 t
. .

. .
I t e c i t a T " .  a

i r, "Wr r r  F r i -  Ion-  I

4) N.H. 8 J u l y  I 'b J  , P* ’ r o l i  7 f "D u rb an  h u n i c n l
M. \ .  8 Ju ly  W  ’ p * v ’



. Tlli v 1 8 9 8  w i t h  th-  a r B i s t a n c e  o t  an o r c h e c t r a  o f  38 
HpU  ln  lJU ^ 1)

t r a i n e d  b y  Hohy a d  H i m n e l ; t j n r n a .  I n  J u l y ,
plfiye11

vt F r i e d e n t h a l ,  a  Q-ennan p i  i i i .  t  o • w o r l u - v . i d e  r e  •u t< A o n ^  

»hree  ) iu n o A r a c i t a i n  I n  t h  In ,  >nic Hv \ \ . } Z .! t h  S t r e e t  

i n  hie- c h o i c e  o: work;  a n a r k e d  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h o s e
g>pW I*1;

•

t e r  i n  t h e  m o n t h  ho a n e a r e d  i n  t h e  Town H a l !  w i t h  h e r r

t h e  v i o l i n i s t ,  i n  a  i r o v r u  c o f  w o r k s  f o r  v i o l i n

,

,  a r r a n g e d  a s p e c i a l  m e t i n e e  e r f o r m a n c e  f o r  them  on
3

5 August

■

.

■

aisled Festival on three nights In r " 01 ,,aly
1696 end eh se ^  x- v . , e n  hy Stemdale Bennett,

,,„eenhH«ue by H n rd ,  e n d  e nev orchestral suite Vy 

ghsrlet Hohy c e l l e d  S c e n e ^ f r i r ,  Ver.l^ e  r,r the prlnclpel

from Mar t e t u r r  , nd el out ten ' rn.s ' .md-player. iron,

7 July n aribltlouo hut un ucce oful attempt .us made to  

n e r f o r a  the opening m o v e m e n t  o f  b o e t h o v e n  t 3 hon,- 

= minor. The • , - r  ' » r. throughout the orchestra

*

: : ,. ,, nv.oyiv prledenthi l a
-

Recltr l " .  _ .. t 7 , "H' r r  F r i e d e n t h a l  »
. .

Reel i n i " .  „
"He r r  F r i e d e n t h  i  •

'

■') " J u l y  1 1 • " •  ' 7 ,  " D u r h r n  l U r l c n l  ' '
O .  8 J u l y  1 8 9 8 ,  P-  3 l
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. , t o o k  p l a c e  on 29  O c t o b e r  i n  t h e  Town H?1 1 .  L ; ■ e 
coricer '

t h e  o t h e r r -  i t  v.\ . t f r e e  c o n c e r t .  AV >ut l f l( 0 : o p l e
jjoft 1 l''‘* .

i?ere
v , H. I tP C d o n r ia  o f  The  O h l i a r o n  o f _ t h s _ 3 w 2 r ^  r v o m  t y

v * f r e e  c c e r t r  f o r  t h e  y e :|i* 1 ■f ■ v H1 5 ven  on
tt;e D*

December when t i n  c h o i r  o f  100  v o i c e *  e t o  t h e  o r c h e p t r ,  

o roed  s e l e c t i o n s )  f r  >m K r n d e V r  K e ^ a l ^ h .  

p ro o o n n d e  e . n c e r t o  '  >ok o n  a  n e*  a t  e e t  i n  J u n e  1 8 W .  

th e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n ,  nope  r e d  v o u r n V l e  t h e  l o r d  t 

; r i c l t e t  Oro-ind wat u a e d  on  9 J u n e  f o r  on  o p e n  a i r  c o n c e r t  

, lven by t h e  c o m b i n e d  b a n d , ,  o f  t h e  7 t h  H n a a a r a  a n d  l e l c e e t e r -

■

.  c o n t i n e n t ,  1 I d e a  a n d  I n  D u r b a n  I t  w, a a a a o c l a t e d  f o r  

ye r e  w i t h  t n i l i t n r y  bo n d  e r f o m a n c e e  i n  t h e  Town ( h ^ c t i . r .  

Cn V a r d  10  S e n t e m b e r  "Onen A i r  O h , i n t e n t -  c o n c e r t o  w e r e  g i v e n  

, t  the  K r . ro n lc  H a l l  I n  S m i t h  S t r e e t  . h e n  r e f r e a h m e n t a  w ere

. . .  B, T,., Room, . ay t h l e  t i m e  D u rb a n  h ad  becom e

the m a n d o l in e  , V h a v  b e e n  a t a r t e d  by  t h e  D u r b a n  V e n e t i a n  

Band o f  m - n d o l i n e r .  " l i t  r r  a n t  b  n  o, ( i n  » n  a 

t

. .

ArQocia t i ' t n  " .
} o a d v e r t ,

.  .

W ,1V 1 v l  .
3) I!. I,.. 7 June lH y; » n * ’

■
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- 1698  i n  q i ro^rtumne o f  s o n g s ,  . l e e r  - nc
in povemoei

,t r ime n t a l  m u s i c  w h i c h  t e d  b e e n  a m  n g e d  b y

0 . r, , c r«,rlane1. ’ Another r t i  l i a r  eaemble, the
BsyllE Family, h e , d b y  W i l l i e  R. BayUa, P r i n c i p a l  

- I  Band Academy of Muulc, c me to »urb,n In September 1899

. .  t h l p t i m e  n n u m b e r  o f  p r o m i s i n g  D urb n n  m u s i c ! " n r ,

, o n c n , w e n t  t o  t h e  » . y n l  Academy o f  K u e le  i n  V m r o n

earn  » l i v i n g  b y  t e a c h i n g ,  f i d  b y  g i v i n g  o c c a s i o n a l  

. ,x e r t s .  U n t i l  1 89 8  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  o f  t h e s e  

tuSente was V i r g i n i a  C h e n o n  who s t u d i e d  s i n g i n g  r t  t i e  

‘ _ v  AC dem, f r o m  1 8 3 9  t o  1891  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  D u rb a n  d u r i n g

■
Cro. e . s  o l :  n i s t .  r e t u r n e d  t o  D u rb a n  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  u n d e r  

- . t n r  y t t h a y .  ms Ir .g  h e r  d t b u t  In t h e  T.wn HnV V

.

to  S e o te m b e r  . re, .  I V  ^ c C o l l .  ■ ■ o l o s t  t e r  h u ,  n -  n

 -

-  .  ve  ! e r  f i r s t  D u rb a n

played h e r  accorn r.n rrr ••u!
2) 

o l o r .

. .

3,,"Ce"t "' 6 , "The M n o O o l l - P o r r e s t
2) r -V i .o v .  1 '0 0 , p .  -1 . • '
V.o r« < , '*
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„v i!, . lV >11 ■ » i ' % id  b e n e f i t  c o n c e r t s  w e re  a c c o r d e d

vr .. i r  mii k - i t  >: t  ic fo w n 1 b m u s i c i a n s .  A f t e r  21
t o  t h e  '

, r  t e a c h i n g  *• t  t  'v  C onven t  3cho  >1 n dm; t h  S t r e e t , 
year:- 1 1 1 ’

Uflrv a e r t r u d e  w n g i v e n  a f a r e w e l l  c o n c e r t  a t  t h e  
gieter ■*

f «. n  m  7 S e n t  e m b e r  18  9 p r i o r  t o  h e r  g o i n g  on l e a v e  
Oonve’lv n' ^ .

. , 3ha  d e s e r v e  t, . V-e rern-enbered bb Ada F o r r e s t ' B
to B r i ta in .  o)

-r .v c t e a c h e r  I n  D u r b a n .  MIbb A l i c e  S c r i v e n e r ,  a 

d e c i d e d  t o  s e t t l e  I n  D u r b a n  a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  some 

vfl,,*s in  J o h a n  a b u r g .  She w i s  g i v e n  n f a r e w e l l  c o n c e r t

Qhe r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  F e b n a r y  1 8 9 9 .  T h e r e  i s  

_  v.,(, ) rd  0 f  a  s i m i l a r  h o n o u r  h a v i n g  b e e n  a c c o r d e d  t o  

sr. M acdonald when h e  w e n t  on  l e a v e  t o  E n g la n d  so o n  a f t e r  

.eptmfcer I B . " ;  b u t  h< w i s  s i r e n  n " G ran d  B e n e f i t  C o n c e r t "

{. - 3im hhX' on 15 J u n e .  Mncdoi .a ld  had  a l w a y s  shown a 

strong v e r s i o n  t o  n l l l t n r y  b a n d s  b u t ,  o d d l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  

n 5 c 6 s8 o f  t h l .  o n c e r t  was  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  

3,04 o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  R o y a l  R i f l e s .  Though  h i s  u n p o p u l a r i t y  

„  ,  c o n d u c t o r  woo a g r e  t  h a n d i c a p  t o  h i s  e f f o r t s  w i t h  t h e  

D.V.A. h i s  s i n c e r i t y  a n d  f i n e  m u s i c i a n s h i p  made I t  p o s s i b l e  

for t h i s  S o c i e t y  t o  g i v e  some e x c e l l e n t  c o n c e r t s .  One o f  

t e c d o n a ld ' s  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  was < >* P“ : :

Sullivan's T l ^ J d e r L l l ! ^  l f ' rat
f e s t i v a l  I n  18U6) when I t  wan g i v e n  i t :  - 1 r ' " .

p e r fo ra sn c e  I n  t h e  Tom. H a l l  o n  September 1 8 9 9 .  M acdona ld  .  

deputy a s  B o ro u g h  O r g a n i s t  end  c i n d u c t o r  o f  t h e  D.H.A. - n s  

Prank P r o u d n a n  who e n j o y e d  conr . l  i r " :

to Burn™ i n  1 8 9 7 .  L i k e  D un can  i t i c C o l l  he w n a b l ^ n e d  - l t h _

* 4 " .  _ , i .  7 ,  "Mr. M a c d o n a l d ' e B e n e f i t
1) t y : .  15  J u r a  I B > 9 .  P- 6 - 0 
Ooncert" .
V; y .  18 s e n t .  1 8 9 9 .  P- 7 .  c o l .  D u r b a n  M u s i c s  

AfiHoclHtion".



accomplished m u B ic i tm  f o r  a w i f e .  3fi> wa
! big"

i 6 t  and a s i n g e r ,  a n d  d u r i n g  1898  a n d  1899 a v ?  a a s ;  r. te"

o f  t h e  D.M.A. c o n c e r t s .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  :
,1th some o i

f r8f t ls  w e re  commenced f o r  t h e  f i r s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n

^  ^0m a n c e  o f  C o l e r l d g e - T a y l o r ’» H i a w a t h a ' s  Weddi n g  F e a s t ,

’ was n o t  u n t i l  26  V.ay 1 9 0 0 ,  a f t e r  M a c d o n a l d 1 s  r e t u r n  
hut '

. , nve t h a t  t h i s  w ork  was p e r f o r m e d .  By r e q u e s t  i t  wn. 
from n*0 * ,

^  60 " S c e n e s  f r o m  H i a w a t h a "  on  25  O c t o b e r .  The D.H.A. 

,.0n c e r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  wan a p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  H a n d e r ’ s 

^ s s l s h  or. 32 D e c e m b e r  1 9 00  . h e n  Ada F o r r e s t  a a n g ^ t h e  

60prano s o l o s !  P r o u d m a n ’ a " O r c h e s t r a l  S o c i e t y "  made « 

, l r e t  a p p e a r a n c e  on  b r u a r y  1 9 0 0  I n  t h e  Town H a l l ,  y e t

in  t h e s e  l e s s  r r l m l t l v e  d a y s  t h e  e l e c t r i c  U g h t e  f a i l e d

during t h e  s i n ,  <g o f  t h e  "H a lle lu ja h "  c h o r u s .

The y e a r  1 9 u 0  was  f i l l e d  w i t h  a n x i e t y  and  e x c l t e m e n  

and an a b u n d a n c e  o f  J u b i l a t i o n  a s  t h e  y e a r  p r o g r e s s e d .  T h e s -  

ta re  r e w a r d i n g  d a y s  f o r  t h o s e  who w e re  m u s i c a l l y  e n t e r p r i s i n g .

a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  1 8 99  when t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  w ar  was 

causing some a l a r m  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  w ere  a r r i v i n g  I n  D u r b a n ,  

and m i l i t a r y  b a n d s  o f  many r e g i m e n t s  p e r f o m e d  I n  t h e  Town.

The even in g  o f  7 J u l y  1 8 9 ,  was a "G ra n d  H i l l t a r y  

the Town H a l l  when t h e  m a s s e d  b a n d s  o f  t h e  L e l c e a t e r e  

S e g m en t ,  H.M.R. , p i p e "  " ^ d  d ru m m e rs  o f  t h e  D u rb a n  c a d e t s  

(106 p e r f o r m e r s  I n  a l l )  P l a y e d  J u l ' l e n ’ s  B r i t i s h  Art,- 

W d r l l l . .  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  ,  P r i c e  H u g h e s .  R e f u g e e s

from th e  Transvaal (mai n l y  J o h a n n esb u rg  and t h e  H e e f j o w n b .

' . .

2) See n .  109 .  .
. 7 "D urbon  O r c h e a t r a l

3) IUZ. 5 F e b .  1 9 0 0 ,  p.  4 ,  CO •
S o c ie ty " .

4) N.M. 8 J u l y  1 8 9 9 ,  P- 6 ’ c ° ' * ^

ihjuw 'WeflOHM
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i i n t o  D u r b n n ,  e n d  many m u s i c i a n s  amonc th em .  U nder  

,i i c e e  0 f  t h e  Women*8 P a t r i o t i c  L e a g u e  c o n c f t a  w e r e
the pUf

t0  i- iiioe  1’u n d c  f o r  w »r  r e l i t . .  ' D u r b a n  f l e s t  C o u n t r y

c i n t l o n  organized r e l i e f  concerto I n  t h e  Tovm I l p l l  a n d

r .eatre lo y a l  In Octob r. They were conducted by ^

■
%r. “ •
.... I M S  i n c r e a .  i n  o u l a t l o n  mu: i c  p r o r n e r e d .  The 

v_c. , , t r  t  s o c i e t y  u n d e r  Mr. . . P ro u d m a n  c >ulc m u r t e r

.,r  • S m a r  t  L e / . a r i ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  W andere rs*
30 per .  J i  1
Orohett ra  i n  J o b n n n e e b u r y . g a t h e r e d  r o u n d  h im  a l l  t h e

.. .. . . ter,  ,1 t h a t  o r c i . e r t r , .  who w e r e  i n  Durb;  n ,  : nd s t a r t e d  a

.e r i e e  o f  r  - u l a r  c o n o .  r t r .  t h e  f i r ,  t  o f  w h i c h  wee, i n  t h e

tore Hell on 17 F e b r u a r y  1900  a nd  t h e  s e c o n d  on 2 '  Fabruary

'

buret  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  o r e r  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  l a d y s m i t h  s e t  h i e

■

. , ro  H a l l  for 11 a c o n c e r t o  t o  R iv e  t h e  n . o p l .  o f  D-u-Kan t h e  

uale  t h e y  . a n t e d  -  i t  . » U l y  p a t r i o t i c  -  a n d  a d d e d  t o  

the ,y  o f  t h e  o r o o e e d l n e r  o n  10  A o r i l  b y  h o i s t i n g  o n e  o .

r r r i r  1 . f  t h e  O l o u c  r t  r  h i r e  H e ^ - n t  who h a d  b e e n  r e l i e v e d

e n m lo V ,  when th e ir  band nl„yed with an orchestra under

Charles Hoby i n  t h e  -'own ; ',T ' ’X 1 *50

W ith  t h e  R e l i e f  o f  M n f e k l n r  I n  May 1 9 0 0  r o e c i a l  c o n c e r t s

to c e l e b r a t e  t h e  o c c ,  l i o n  w e re  g i v e n  i n  t h e  Town H a l l ;  and

the S n p l r e  Day o e l e b r a t i o m  on W  " ° r e  e n t h u e i a e t l c

than e v e r  " b e f o r e .  _________ _____________ _

. .

3  ^  V L .  -  « •  “ > •  • •  " " "
C o n c e r t " .  . „

. .



were 

e

a„ i n g t h e r e  h e c t i c  m o n t h s  a  nxiiaber o f  D u r h e n  i m i r i c i n n c  

. , n i r e d  t o  w r i t e  c o m p o s i t i o n s  t o  m a r k  aome s p e c i a l
(3T*6 .  .

. . h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  W a r ,  »nd i t  woe t h e r e  c o m p o s i t i o n s  
tent i n  ^ ne
hlch ,  v . t r i h u t e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n c e r t s  a t

■allien ■ 1 • ) ,
"Brit: n u l l . '  ' Piccaninny", " >r: i snnt r

'

;r: ; ch were sung to a large audience at the Asaault-at-Ama 

’  ^  the c a d e t s  of t h e  Durban High S c h o o l  Md the

'

■

r r  hy  160 l  »ye t  t h e  B u r t  . O r c h a  t r  1 S o c i e t y  O o n c e r t  

n  . . . eh  i x x ,  . h e n  i t  - r  a y e d  b y  t h e  B i j o u  Ore  .e. t r a

•Bifr dhg" V-ordB by Lvnn ly .te r )  wra - mg by H a r o l d  3tu r ,

(baritone) at the thanksgiving Oor.c-rt for  ......

Lo, .. -  " ,  f o r  b r i t  n> oh r v : ' •“ ' ,5 )

a rch ,  "Lor:-, - o b - r t  ' 0 ' >v -v L T l - — 1 1 1 -

Sfi'i

.

.

SQCin M ill'*.
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, ne Tovm H a l l  o n  i J u n e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  e n t r y  o f

^ rd R o b e r t s  i n t o  P r e t o r i a .  A l i c e  H a r t ' s  e a r l y  c o m p o s I t i o n ,

tne m arch  " S o u t h  A f r i c a " , a n d  h e r  s o n g  " H e r o e s  o f  t h e  S e a "

,,e y t h  p e r f o r m e d  i n  t h e  Town Hal 1 on 12 a one oy t h e  B i j o u  

^ „ tP 0  0 t  L e z a r d ' a  F a r .  w a l l  C o n c e r t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r

v, _ i n n l  cor. ' o o i  t i o n a , t o p i c a l  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  by P roudm an ,

Hot)y. M a c d o n a ld ,  L e z a r d ,  e a c h  com o s e r  c o n d u c t i n g  h i s  own

Mad ne L e t o w s k a ,  t h e  p i a n i s t ,  omnosed a p i a n o Ap i e c e  

caU e d  " C o l e n a o "  and  t h e  r o n g  "Song  o f  t h e  J a c k " ,  b o t h  of 

v. i c h  were  p e r f o r m e d  a t  h e r  c o n c e r t  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  th e  

i s p i c e s  o f  t h e  Women’ s P a t r i o t i c  L ea g u e  f o r  r e l i e f  f u n d s  on 

.

O r c h e s t r a  i n  t h e  Town H a l l  on 11 A u g u s t  a l o c a l  m u s ic  t e a c h e r ,  

;: i ,s  E d i t h  K , l d w .  p l a y e d  two o f  h e r  own c o m p o s i t i o n s :

. T s l s n i "  nnd " V i c t o r y " ;  a n d  c o p i e s  o f  them  w ere  s o l d  a t  t h e

local wartime m u sica l co m p o sit io n s  i t  was Ho by o ' B r i t a n n i a  s

Minded B e g g a r "  o f  t  ie same p e r i o d .

i n  t h e  m o n th s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n

1899 t h e  P a y n e  F a m i l y  o f  c n m p n n o l o g i r t s  had r e t u r n e d  t o  

D u r ^ n  f o r  a  a H o r t  v l . U  o n ,  p e r f o m a ,  I n

1) t y » .  6 J u n e  1 9 0 0 ,  p .  4 ,  no ’ n ' ' ' " r t -

'

Concert". ,
_ o l  7 , "Madame L e to w ska  r

3) TUi.  4 Aug. 1 ' 0 0 ,  p .  7, c o l .
Concert". ,

. 7 , " T o m o r r o w  N i g h t  s
4) tuV .  10  Aug. 1 9 0 0 .  P- 4 • c 0  1 
Concer t " .
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