MUSIC IN Dtfill XN 01

Sut-title f ,r the Begre- of I>oct r

of PhlloBot hy at the University of









Muilc In Durban from 1850 to 1900.

As mont of the early Natal flettlern came from verloue parte
of the British Isles the history of music from 1850 to 1*00 has
t)y«xen related to a background of musical life In Victorian England,
a brief survey of which Is contained In the Introduction.

It Is convenient to consider this historical study in iwc
periods: (1) 1850 - 1880, and (11) 1881 - 1900. These dates
are not arbitrary. The conclusion of the Zulu War in 1879 woe
followed by a consider ble Influx of Innlgrants which took place
over tw) or three years. This led to the rapid growth of the
Town itself and the developm nt of the Berea as the residential
area and the main sourc ¢ Durban's musical talent.

In each of there periods tw >r.iiln topics have been developed
which may be described briefly BB: musical activities and musical
taste.

Music made Its Initial Impact on the population of early
Durban with the enta- llrhment of the first "concert halls"

which were taverns, warehouses, masonic halls, church holla,

churcheo, mu; Ic hnlla and theatres; and by the formation of
societies - either social cln u or properly constituted musical
societies. The latter Included military and brae, bands, glee

clubs and small choral and orchestral societies, which offered
musical entertainment to their own members and to the general

public. The standard form of entertainment was the concert,
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the Urnbilo River ),nd t ic iay; and tnat Is a BN lie. entl/
accurate definition of the territorial scope of the present
work.

The political events which pr-'pared tne wy for the
first large-scale British e migration tchenea to Natal were:
the British military occui-'t )iu >f Port Natal on 3 Decemoer
1838 and 4 May 1842; the defeat o! the Boer Republican
tr ops on J6 June 184 2; the fim I fil mlition of the
Republic of Natal in May 1843; ind the British Annexation
of Natal or a district of the Ca > In December 134b with
Martin Wevt ms the first Lieutenant-Oov -rnor. Moet o* the

discontented Boers had left X tel by 1 4 , m-e year in which

the first British immigrants arrived. From 1848 to 1351
over 4, 0 1:s:ii rani: i -tel t;;r)Uj. h Durfc n, r<ny of them
ho 'ing to tnke pin:" si m > th< ft ra nd in the vicinity

of Piet rmnrltsourg, prixr.ir'mi to them unl r the Byrne
Innlgrnt'on 5Sche : T nv in ty * reconciled to the
task of acquiring new clHr in jrder to mrke a living;

but whatever experience of far-Ing they hadbrought from the

homeland they did - t view with favour the prospect of
extracting a prectri >ui living froi t .epo”r farmland offered
them 1 r :tnl, i iany irifted ba. k to the towns.

What is so admiral,le n! out th«; e newcomers is their
determination, energy and renourc-fulneea in adapting

themeelves to n new wi / of II1f'’, comt ined with their

History comf)iled for tjc- Pur:, dor m;ration in c”lebrntlon of

+

2) The Port Natal Almnnar, J. Jullingworth, Durban, 1951,p.14






in iviy ‘iic jjui'Dun MecManict.'! Institution (foi‘erunner 0l tne
in 1877) was 1 >Tn

<e: - . -~ -

Berides tiie. e "cultur-tl" V Kifti ;-v, T I CM ;-ch- . and

the V/esley n church, iriginiilly in AIt* ' street (in £t
/
iron 1851 (now in Aliwal Street), and from 1 63 St. Paul'B on
tne old Market S junre, where 1! tti hdi today.
Occasionally there wn some lively social Hie. In

July 1851 "it Platt\ Nev - ally Hotel (1 ter known an the

D)
'*Trafnlgar") tne firt t pul tie 1li nee w e’d. At tni a
enod prominent cl 11$ena oi tl he'd ROC;r-1 lunctiona
in their luxurious homes-, one o «ne irat ot thea* Leink

in 1853 t the residence >f H J. Mel'or, the Hefl .tent

v)
/[ *tatrntoj when "sun iry .lee; w re un u .n- the oenlr. 7
Another in *ae eazne year w . held at Hert:o. “he
oayeide aome >f John Millar. Similar functions were held
5)

if Villi n Hartley, * b IT.

However, many ei rly Durban residents 'ire'erred to remain
nt V m ir, the evenin* . Th- at-' -te were excessively Bandy,
n.l the inconvenience of wading ankle deep through sand -
trying enowh *or th' rvn t-ut more .o or women .arhi nat
but unruiti Ly drra: in the Ion Virtr of the oerlod - was

aggravated by th' frequent and pep. '; Vnt vinda. and the

1) ,t the U )ort >n us- ni lug h«l in hr. Kinhhur. t a

2) 0. Rubaell» QP« clt. o. UV/

4) o. Russell, QP* cit. a. 1° rl '



1)
absence or any kind of etreet llghtli t, : v 1 The

unpredictable and often violent subtropical storms oi the
summer months rendered all the"main roads and highways
ssable.

the hardening of the malr street! |, ve
however, war. hardened In It-66, end before the Introduction oi
the horse trame in 1680 which conveyed passengerB along West
Street, westwards to th< Bern , end to .tvnr t to the Point,
much reliance w». placed on Delretyll ( ot”r Dale*a) omnibus

service between j*rcincr Stre« ° nd the Berea <@ -n" or.

horseback war the convenient mode oi transport when journeyt

clear night and a fuV r mrir.r encouragement to venture
forth.
The . irlty of tho < 1li 1.rente wno came to Durban un< er

tne auspices of various lot:lgrail on schemes organised between

4)
It4- f- 1b° , ar.: ur er t e 3'Vern: er.t As listed Insnlgrt tion
)
Scheme of If )" - H , were from the larger p >pulntlon areas
of irent Britain: that 1; th- London area, end the Northern

Countl!et of York: tlre and Lave shire wr.cre the economic

deprei lon of the mld-ninetp»nth century threatened
b)
unv;, loyi ant t t r it r «W. * n,

themselves to a new country they sought little inspiration

1) j. I). Hollld-y, Pott: rhf ,n .jhjtal ar pub”j shj-d ,1Pr) »

‘W Henderson, op. clt. p.
3) See pf Kb, <67

Rthel ormptell. The li4 H-V 6*jiiUa_3ettlery tnc?nd|pa

; L
Typescript in Don Library, Durban.

5\

University of Natal, p. 1h6.

61 A P. Hattersley, British 3ettl em>-nt, of. Njitalj a Shudg.
of Imperial Migration, Cambridge, 1950, Chapter V.
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m Il.m if -it ». r 1 in LoivJon.

calt <e of tht rising . n r tl n,

id vlollnli’ti wvis It' 1 Durban.

m < >f th- Tovm was

f S4. 1<" t°
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reoleced St. Joseph's enrly In this century); the other,

high, imposing tower of » u W e it -et Tom » v id

r In:t ti bnckgr ,und of the

trbom In ti. 1 Uury, the rigid acceptance c-:

Victorl m n.n icttl t- t"

to thi tory Is t.' > .v-r tne mr tart concert halle,

thus locating the oeM 1 »$% »f =h.to 1

In Durban.

tne



CHAPTER TV

Some of the earl if81 cone rt
large Ft 1 v; !'-“h
voter: ,1 , 11> ew
acuntatione. given 1 jmr i ulnn
fitted fm ' oce ™ on.
a olBtforn: Improvised out of ac Ing ca.' s talle and a
few chi iia r.>r ] n elrii- rlgnitm?* ie. , and ¢ m ilet lir
of hir rriv 1 In t 1 in 1
*r o1 £,
, oc 1 o y o - of
I, tre*v r.uj. n n t ot w.l".
i nd t = n Jtt V- u
v A -if tv ¥ ort -v is 1> <eely concents and
mi .t vi » 1£ (1: ter
WillLam Pi ii.'T-’t on the rh Id rt Itre -t East between
a. me op . 'Tt. p- VI















Masonic Hall on the .ter.t aide of ::t.*eet, about, hell

way between Pine and We;t Stre, t, , and although It must have

the premier concert Hal .l Durban until about 1875 when
'i" lal Tr f; 1 1 H'Il 'vr. it. In H" ' -on son
KruDnic H I Lv :- n v HP> 1: >nU'" H 11

entertalm ent from serious mu. ic to ventri ioqulam.

Inr-ortant than d ncing cltu eB.

»I>e Ho e in the WI ", "F. L. ftret business

v ntuv s In the own. M . t3>3 ter ire of the Field

3tre<t ..t 3 : nt I ' L put tf >y< rr, e ter w Ich it
h v 'e t "t ! - X &r. J» L, r.ou ';r.,

whm, in 1 t o -V 1 & 11

» , t;.e fir %r m . 1 v h " f 1 ir offering

::iniv 11. at variety ..virt tl. ~-nt with 4 itrong reference

for 11 at r c L B Ir. 1 / w,/n Houghting put

ferdr- pro erty . for tl >n, rj > to hie <-'-parture >or

the 1 >r Pi< ., m. v r';r .. nt d scribed it at

cortf ;rir ?2 ™1 rl -, .1x

) [Lf. > .o . P. L, )I. 1, 1 -v rt.

3) 0. Russelli

f.) .53 t. I8f9, \ col . 3,4, advert.



r: [In/ I owier,

]rit* mil Inn. owned by
p Mr. Jcnn P>ith, : mW f 3tre t,
t - t r'-1 t C' ntr' 1 Hot, 1;

W Lei. v In A t Street

Sro-.t net r Kin Str" t* Do
11 y L i1 lec,
1, ¢>1;. 1,
9 - : . p. . ). 1, Hhe Iriner.e Cre”;

| >r. U'V;, , :. 1, r3V. , T,, DVt






dancing «md ekittlee"/ ie tod y the very moder-.,-looking
"West 2r:d " on the orl.-lnnl site at the comer of
Pine mfl drey Street,-.; mfl the Ion-'.on Tavern, 'Wned .,y
Uecoi-B. Howell and Ocorre, vtood at the corner ,1 Union and
Pine Streetb, md . Uk-»l; e tr nl -d t:,e eoMlere.

While the entert,In.«nt

wn, of a Similar hr nd.

hi&r”J violin (or t*¥o) -nd p rlr pa n corr t
Information 1 avail 11 on only on« >f thrrrn

Lni nTv r:., :<h r v <:

the first T .ur;d y of "v ry mmth t nut
WRP held; eveningn of sword exercln

were advertised on iff-r ;t h .-r >t Vhe week;

-venlnk; bet re the ¢ .n' ' v'?er recalled itn gglere »t

Inferred from the .t/le > ; r 1lc-V- i-e ent*-ri tin nant
to ot A e v,ith n 1 >r
Inn- ee er ,nd hotel >t ,srl d >n
to attract more cuetomere; the entertainment wae therefore
uc.,aHy rot Idinry to tie v-r- Imi-Ttnnt fimctlon of

providing f >d, drink and shrltor Dr members o * *« Pu

1) Q. Hue.-lid, 2L-, UL P* 4 .
2) 1Ibid, p. 123.
o L’ljr -a ’ -« « L O'1ll. 1 » . e neopx

4) G. RuoBell,



A notable exception was the Trafalgar Hote in Pine :m
*nich occupied the sit,- of the pr- cent u Uy

offices. In 1650 end 1051 it w , celled "Platf.

Trafalgar Hotel".

by Mr. Bayne, K:,. Arn,ld , K)rlm. Thm, inlHI,

jncert hell" p-.rt -f It t,Ilng dencrlhed ns "Ur. Arnold's

--enerelly re .rred to ; the "Tv filer oo ft
first theatre. Mr. t Ir. . S. V. 31nV ir (formerljr of the
Sefton Parry 3o. , * 2 310b- The tre in London) were the new

proprietors in 117« when it ev fin t Iv n the name
"Traf? 1 r The tr- Bxt n Ive :1t r- tionr were mrde in the
latter port of 18"6, caie ly to th-- stage which wa, enlarged

and adorned with a n-w vrov 'nium.

Sven year '"for*' (in Oct fr 1 Or tain Limey Hoe-uc:
with his Onl!ted Servicer Dram tie Co-inany was playing to
audiences in th TraV 1-r F *I.

offered at th: t!' , =ut th-r- w 1 y: n -elded

preference for 1lght variety -nf.ertolr.ment with vtunt.

it, first "'nt.udm-, "Blu - .ee-.rd". nd in the same yv.r th,

perform,mccr. of Bnby B n on the t ny nr old Amnrlcnn child

voriety ct r -ho e r al n me w a Kir nret i ah.

1) >#M, 4 Oct. V T, p. °, co'.
Thentre".



>ebly In defif nee of e

'Drury [>ne" (u< = 1! ~

er,t Mlrhment about vl \ch Two clever

Id-ntly It r , r.jt ;alt- 1le at- a theatre,

he'll of ;ront ri. -‘f v.tl « tli c city of 1,500,

contraption known nr

orchestra) which wM instt U -1 vien the hall w . tired ee a

skating rink.

KinkIn Company. Tiv

era;« | > ro“ler-r.-x ting wa, o:

ti 'in, ‘'erliape ¢ few r >nthe, nd In Avril 18"9 ‘he

» S rpo« "c ofto Mr. nd Mr.. Sinclair, the

,orw tine it the Trafalgar Theatre,

re/erted to Ite farmer

ofovrieWe K t«re, Oeor, e rn

cerrled out; for, if tic ye; re and 1880 the theatre,

1 t 111 coinl Ine<; the functions of concert hall end

the tre. nve the publie tore ¢tfjt itlour : n <@ 1 dramatic

of opera,

n r - . , ¢ 1. , ¢ V r*,
elon»:ed to the

p sen ea ol enterta od Te:irl: r. " Hrll in

Pield Street. the Natal Rinking
Company in Apr 1 1'w the a n yenr. (See N.C.
6 Aori' 187V, p. , rol . -July 1-77, p. hcol.J)

, “Local end General",
M - 10 tPP:

I ilLM. 2 Oct. 879, p. I, -'O'. 4 "ral mLgar Theatre".
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m: tent Hallwaya In January 1 sVI). Throughout 187'-
orbeB, :omerly conduct”r > the Durban Aina ?'ir Bend,
3)
,nd aucceesor to Mr. Cooper, wbb Bondinui ter.

The decline of the R.D.R. Band dater from about 1877
vh. wna quite apparent tint t-ielr Inotrumentn, not yet
nrre venra old, were out of tune, bealdea looking "old and

tterfd",?)) and shortly before June 1876 the Band became

le’unct. But,oa oo often happened,lte dlfilntegratlon

led to the formation of a n,w band, the "Coart Amateur
Bnndf, moet of whoae playera had belonged to the Band of the
R.D.R..) Littl' im about tu e new bfnd except that In
June 1 81 long hi t had broken up Ita former membere

whi had f-lled t> r-turn 1 wir Inptrur.-nti to the RS.D.R.
atones' were being threater-vl with legal proceedings.’

Itie rormatlon of «tilt,-y stimulated concurrently
rn early attempt t) form n ;r - In Durban. 1
a group > amatr irt called themselves the 'Inetrun ntal Un”on
but wyr# ma** oftyn referr m to at the Crchectrnl -In .
Never mire tnan elgnt In number they became the legitimate
euccet >ra to the origin, | Durban Phllhr.rnonic Society; In
f, ;*, three )f It, me-.bere - Ve; I'rs. vU 1lIngwortU, PrlImei
n; D. Hu" I,jun.- hid :elo;. :"d to tne earlier roclety.
in September 1871 the me; bcrs of the Orchestra' Union were:
Mli onnnr (piano)l, Dr. eonnnr and Mr. Bonnor (violme),

Mr. AnenV >), U* re. Palmer and CuUlngworth (flutes),

1 N.C. 1 D-c. 187!,, p. . col . 4,6, "Turning the first
1 "PtivItl p".

(Hi, t > 1 -aJL a ;e ual. t;ge .>rl"n Volunteer Infantry gprpsj?. %4)
® h.M 6 Aug. 18 "7, p. ", col. "Local on.i Lhmcrnl.
t N M 1 June 1878, '3, col. 8 "Local and General".

NAt. : June 1881- p. 2, cole. 6,6, "Royal Durban Rifles:'

M. 24 1 c¢. ly71i), p. 3, cols. 2,3, "Local and General:'



Mr. b. A Platt (cornet), end r* w ilu hormont un

D. Hull clod in July 18 de 1 ittle orebestre

wes joined by Mt 3. C Adim (another flautist) i1-nd

G Pullock O Di* ed tnc late Mr. D Hull at
hnnnonlu d ht two concerts in the

Trafalgar H one In Novenber lofd «d the other in
toner 1878  both concerts were in eld of for the
w school tS» called th* "Younf Lidies' Colle, late
t1tuti >' nch owe the deterrInatlon and
er.ter- riac if i/, pa’ter wi.s a» 11 o one o the "oundere of
the Orhentral Union were
reduced t >aix % T, ae er this year there is no
t 1 rrsc  to AMliffn. * «t it ic remarkable that they
nere nn active eoclety for ?r
Srel let* r chance of survival
trd chornl societies fared much
griups , 1f only for the
>1(. easily replaced than
Lee i Lryere, true to the
were men, nhd,although
0ot notice 1f the
red to group
ent societies or

uhs dating from

, Lewie, Hutchinson

Joncert 11

‘4ir the

Oct. 1: , "Local mnil lenernl".
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(though quite Inadequate) performance of Handel'a sifiSSLII
in Durban. This took place on 31 August 1866 in Jonsaon's

Masonic Hall in Field Street!' Alter the death of 1its

The third choral society of this period *ns the Sacred
Harmonic Society, formed I J. P. Churchill in 1366. They
let regularly for private peiformnncee, their first major
musical undertaking t-sing a performance of selections from
.ome of the better-known or: tori os which they rendered on
Christmas Eve at the home of Mr. Oille. le in St. Andrew”

Street in the presence of an audience cl about ", .eiple.

Attendance at these "sacred >onc-rte > ws by invitation

from Mr end Mr: . 3. P. Church 11. A second concertina

given in July 1367 with Mr. S. A Platt ar conductor. The
society travelled as far afield as Verulam to give a choral
concert In Septem er 16 X

In th « yenr 19"4 tne t o choral eocietieB in Durrr.n
w-re, therefore, the Diri an Madrigal Society and the Sacred
Harmonic Society; the first of these being by far the
superior in standard of performance; while the :ond was
more laically ambitious in striving to perform some of the
great choral works, thusemulating the work that was done by
societies of that name in England . Evidently the
amalgamation of the two societies could have resu’ted in a
cairly strong civic choral society. Accordingly, winn the

suggestion «i made, they whined for a concert of "altered

' Meni’i.-‘h*
o; NIL!. 37 Dec. 1366, p. 8, col. 4, "hooal and denerall
3) KM 11 July. 1367.p. 2. col. 6. "Private Concert!'

4) KM. 26 sept. 1366,p. 2, col. 6, "Verulam Concert!'

b) Sen p.?
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muolc" which wna held in the Congregational Church, Smith
Street in Decemoer 1868" The two Bocietieo amalgamated
again in August 1869, out ae the Durban Madrigal Society
still wiahed to preserve its identity this occasional
combining of forces vat at first o temporary expedient.
Yet, It was usual for ingera to belong to several choral
ocletles, though thir divided allegiance led to the
breaking un of rome o! the larger choral societies of

2)
years. In 1871 the Orpheus Society was started by

later

A. W. Evans, the brother >f V. H. Evans, drawing ita members

from the Durban Madrigal Society and the Sacred Harmonic
Society. In September Of that year the new roclety consisted
of Mr;. Churchill, Mri. Wheeler, Mrs. Platt, Mr;. Johnstone,
Mr; . Harrison, Mr; . McArthur, Mr. . A » 2 a.ru. -ell,
Ingle.Brooke, Cullingworth, Bonnar, Strec er, Gamble, with
Men; rs. Platt and Pullock a accompanists. The Durban
Choral Society of 1874, with S. A Platt as conductor and

A. W. Bvanv re Vlee-Pr 1lent, war tae firrt large choral
oclety of the Town, »nd appe.*re to have grown out of t ie
Orpheue Society. T e now choir had fifty voices.
187 th" committee w r 'ompaeed of the following nlers.
Mervre. Churchill, I" > . s'1ft, Goidricke, Sinclair, Wheeler,
Platt, and Green. T e succesaful alliance of throe tnree
choral aocletien may hnv been due to comion interests
beridee music. The families of Kvane and Churchill were

united in their bueineec interests, and in their membership

of the Congregational hiurch.

1) <2 Dec. 1868, p. 3. col. 3, advert.

2) See p.ll
3) w.M. E,trn. 9 Sept.. 1S71, p. 1, ool. 1. "The Concert".

4y M . 11 Feb. 167S, p. 3, col. 3, "Orend Scored Concert?
See p. I$if.

6) NM. 6 April 1676. p. 3. ool. 1. "The late concert".
A.W. Evnnn died in Deo.
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The growth and coalescence of the smeller groups of

did not nemn the end of gleo singing: on the

contrary, the groups of gl«« singers Increesed their numbers

from the standard male quartet Into "glee Choirs" of s dozen

or more singers forming a choir of male end femnle voices.

Male quartets still practiced together, and as late as 1S78

Durban Olee Union, a mixed choir, was 17 existence as a

vocal counterpart to the Orchestral Union. Two of the last

groups of mole glee singers were the quartet consisting ol

Messrs. Smeaton, Diamond. Teague and Cullingworth, and

another quartet consisting of Menare. Noble, Boyly,

Culllngworth and Teague.

Thi» latter quartet erng at one of the first or the
cjncerte given ty the Perea Society - a roelety eterte.l In
June 1880 "to promote the entertainment of Its members cy
such means as may be sanctioned by the committee" '*ho »ere
Hr. W. E. Sob rte (President) end lien. rs. J. McNeil,

P. Bottoaley. n-dI-, S. Adams, A anert, 3. S. Johnson,

A. Okell, -tth Mr. H S. Povall as Plngnclal Secretary and

A. W. Bayly as Corresponding Secretary. Although It was

neither specifically a musical society nor a society In the

sense th.t all the members participated as performers, It

.as an attempt to sponsor entertainment with adequate

financial backing. The highly successful Berea Popular

Concerts of 1880, 1881 end 1882 were the first organised

efforts to provide regule rogr mmes of varied entertslnnent

1) See p.v

2) L.U. 12 Oct. 1878, p. 3, col. 2, "Local and General".

3) N.M. 26 Sept. 1876. p.d <col.6,

"The Mayor of Durban's
Banquet to Sir Bartle Frere.

4dmi
B) N.A. 11 June 1380, p.3, col. "
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C.IAPTSR FIVE
m TOAT,, ORCHESTIiAI.. OP"KATIC ;1% TIE3 .

MID MILITARY BANDS 1BBI1 JL

The larger choral and orchestral societies of Durban

date from 1661 when the population of the Town became ir.rge

enough to jurtlfy more ambltiouc mu; lc 1 undent:kings.

A musical society that Increases to a few dozen members

needs a conductor who should be rather more than just a

competent mu.lclnn. As a musician Dune n KacColl 11646-16J';

who been: e conductor and mainstay of the Durban Philharmonic

passionately lond of choral music, and he was a very capable

organiser. As *n enthusiastic amateur his muelclanehlp was
perhaps only just adequate for the control of the musical
resources at his disposal. His opportune arrival In
Durban from Port Elizabeth in 1679 and his willingness in
1680 to take upon hi teelf the heavy pioneering work of
training Durban'f first large choral society rescued the

D.P.S. from tt< eorly collapse which it might have suffered.

His high prastige in the bueinesi life of the Town -

he war
society an Immediate su, rt from the townspeople and the
publicity it needed in th< e; rly (t, ges Of It: career. In
addition there c¢?me mother Irpetus in t># nntire o. a

challenge to Durban's m, r” in mu ca matters.

WmrltzLurg had started It wn City Philharmonic Society in

1666 which, under the a le gu nee of Mr. Charles Larcellea,

was rtill flourishing in 1061;' and it was assumed in Durban

pp. 146 - 14V.)






74

the Berea Road Congregational”Church, or in the Society's own
practice room in Smith Street; all of which made the
conductor'B task of training a large body of Gingers and
instrumental!sto extremely difficult.

The Philharmonic Orchestra waB Invariably weak, and the
onerous task of mustering and training a sufficient number
3f players to be worthy of the name of "orchestra" was the
unenviable lot of Mr. 0. Uonhau t. But tne orchestra did
make musical history om 16 September 1381 when for the first
time n instrumental ensemble that could with justii ic-.tion

be termed an orch %tra played in public. Those who played

on th. t occasion were:

Ist Violins:Dr. 11 "v>re (14t:1 Hueamri ,
Mesare. Hoffman (leader) end
Saunders.

dr.d Violins: Met re. Orelinger, Ferrell, and
H. Acutt.
Violence!! os: Mer re. Behen end drezr.e".

Double-Bass: Mr. heir op.

Clarinet: Mr. 1*¥7ont
Cornet: Mr. Ar; a -
Hom : reoil.!'n.
Flutej Mr. Mtinder.

At this tine then mwon: many aprioala through the rr-rp

tor r.trlng-p'layerp, in the hope that at Veart one viola

player would cone forward. There war. also a confident hope

30 Sept. 1881, p. 3+ 'Ole

H M . 19 Sept. 1881. P. 3. col. 3. "The Philharmonic
Socirty'r Concert.".



to theoe odverttPementB wob encouraging. By 19 April 1382

the orchestra had increased to 19 players (not including

the harmonium player who kept the unstable I'nbric together):

two horn players (Meaera. Monhaupt and aillan), two comet

players (Me, are. Aroou ,nd MncMehon), two clarinet players

.vle.sro. Lyons and Knox), a flautist (Mr. Undnll); and

only ten string players. This ill-balanced tonal assortment

played "schoolboy fashion", struggling railantly through the

music that was too difficult for them.
By Aortl 1182 the choir had reached a strength of o7,

and by September 20. The ambition to perform the large

(and often dIffic.-c) choral works that had become popular in

Sngland became a constant challenge to the Soc.ety r

potentlallt . The opportunity to show what they c 1 do

in this direction soon came with the opening of the Theatre

Roy 1 in Howemb-r 1962. For this Important occasion the

D.P.3. under MacCol »*re Invited to give a per: omance of

Mendelssohn’s SIl.leh on the opening night. The fact that
the work they had chosen for performance was far beyond
their powers did not render the occasion less memorable, A

The decline of the D.P.3. was soon to follow with their

second concert in the Theatre Royal when the main work

To some people of those days performing in a theatre was

distasteful and not in ko lag with the dignity of a Choral

society?1 te unexpectedly the choir and orchestra were

Society'B Concert".

2) See p.i-M*

3) M . 18 Dec. V 2. p. 3, col. 6. "The Philhaiw He
Society'u Concert
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depleted of some of their moot proiicient singers and players

on the very night of the per? ance, which ,uld only result
in disappointment for periormers and audience. The
objection to performing In a theatre could not easily be
answered. The only other hall suitable for concert purposes
was the new Oddfellows® Hall at the lower end of West Street,
acoustically better for singers than the Theatre Royal, out
temporarily out of commission pending a dispute Detween the
nullder, Mr. Levi Holmes, and the six unfortunate gentlemen
who were identliied sc the "“Oddfellows’ Hall Company";

and wnile Mr. Ltvl otetinately held possession of the keys

to the new hall, the Philharmonic Society had to become
reconciled to giving their concerts in the Theatre Royal

when it was not retired for plays and operettas which have
always been more popular than concerts of serious music.

Barly In the history of the Society financial difficulties
had to be fac-d. The annual subscription was raised, but
with the compensating offer ot a free seat for each of the
public concerts to be given in 1883. A well-known vlibiting
soprano, Mile. Bredelll, who was planning a concert tour of
3. Airlca, was invited to ring at a tew of the Society’s
concerts early in 1383, at the close of thvir second concert
season - a shrewd arrangement between an amateur society and
a professional musician which provoked much scornful criticism
from Marltv,burg.} Yet in spite of these financial

difficulties Haydn’s TheymUgn was performed at the

Theatre Royal on 1 June 18»3 with about the name choral and

I) See p.1!
0) TLA. 11 Nov. iat.2, p. 4d. col. 5, "The Ofldfellowe’ Hell".

3) N W 27 Jan. 1803, p. 2. col. 3, advert.

eitia 1 f . Rredf*! 11V )
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orchestral forcer, bb had been need a year earlier. The

concert was described as "Immeasurably tne best effort yet

made by the Durban Philharmonic Society”.
The dispute over the Oddfellows' Hall was aatiefactorily

resolved before July 1hS3. An the Hall was only very rarely

uBed, the Society encured a lease on It at a cort of £18 per

ennum, and provided 600 choirs and 20 lamps; after which It

became known an the "Philharmonic Hall"', and was used once

ft week for practices, and for all the Society's concerts, the

first of which took place on 9 Au’urt. Like many other

concerts it wne marred by tad weather which kept away moat o:

thoce who had Intended to cone; and even when the concert

was repeated on 21 Augurt with a few additional itema and

under more favourable conditions

3)

poor.

the attendance was still

The pereietently bed wenther which kept the people

rrom BO meny of Ui'CColVo Philharmonic Society Concerts war.

eo StrlkInrly coincidental thet there developed in the minds

of Durban muelc-lovere s bitter superstition that some

elmentel spirits were conspiring to wreck the future of the
3oc ty, end the far’>nlc express!in, "MscColl .esther",

beceme proverblnl. Bed wenther enured snnoynnce to those

who had severs! miles to travel from the Beren where the
majority of the Society's supporters were resident. The

criticism of the wenther wen perhaps nn Indirect criticism of

those people who. In spite ,r their professed devotion to

music, would not make the effort to attend the rehearsals

and concerts, mltnoufh the buses had been hired for

them at
1) 4 June 1883, p. ?, col. 7, "The Creation'.'
?) tUM. 2 Aug. 1883, P. col. 6, "The Oddfellows' Hall".
3) 23 AUl. ie- 3. p. 2, col. 6. "Philharmonic Concert!'
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a coot of about £120 per annum which had to he Dome by the

Society. "MncColl weather" meant heavy rain, or even

threatening rain, which kept the people at home. Hot summer

nights were equally damaging to the Society's activities and

progress. One of the original stalwart members is reported

t0 have stated that "it was hardly to ce expected that ladies

nd gentlemen would attend rehearsals during hot weather once
a week for hard labour."
In October Itib 5 at a Society general meeting the debt of

the Society was revealed as the startling turn of £300. It

was estimated at the time that to keep the Society going was

coating between £200 and £250 per annum, nearly half of which

waf being used to pay for the conveyance of its members t-

and from rehearsals and concerts. Other unfortunate iscte

*ere revet led: that the Society was in effect two societies,

one on the Berea and the otner in Town; that the novelty of

having a Philharmonic Society in Durban had worn off; and

th-t counter attractions, mainly theatrical entertain:.ents,

and the presence in Town of a very popular juggler
(Professor Baldwin), were drawing people away from the
c'i rrt hal'.

Ar unsuccessful performance ol Handel’s Hesclah in the

Philharmonic Hall on 2 Jnn mry 16 4 damaged the reputation

of the Society still further. VacColl, hitherto praised so
generously ly the ru'. 1lc, now for the first time suffered
revere criticism from a < vu iclanr who seemed eager to
ext jse his inferior mualcianrhip and his weakness as a
conductor; nnd when MncCoU minted thnt iic might resign hi*

x) K.K. 1R Oct. IP,-3, p. .% col. 3. "The Durban Phllhmrmonlc
SooisLy, Importont Meeting

2)  Ibid.
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critics epplnudec! the 1det , nmintnining that not or.ly should
he put it into practice a: soon nr possible but that his
last most gracious service to the com unity as a whole would
oe to discover a more competent professional conductor to
fill his place.” Perhaps it was MscCoU’B deficient
knowledge of orchestral technique that made hie task of
;inducting BO arduous. Indeed his position as conductor
was somewhat anomalous, such a respoi. tbiilty wusually being
entruE+ed to a profesilonal musician, often the Borough
Organist, if there happened to be one. The Philharmonic
Society met e rly in February 18 4, and UecColl tendered his
resignation willingly, explaining how onerous the work had
becoi.e. Without any apparent resentment he admitted that

a new con ictor ight succeed in reviving the Society. But
the Cot i.Attce, with Mr. . W. Greenacre as Prerident, were
not so e,ger to let MacColl go. They therefore persuaded

him to rHow tt;e Corittee two months in which to advertise

for v new conductor; after w ich time it no ruitatie
successor had been found the matter ihould conie u." ,or

2)
art le to continuing in office. Whatever earnest efforts

might hav* been made to engage another conductor there was

surely v~ry little h e of attracting p suitable applicant,

fortunete in being an amat# a* who tmd made mutic an important
and sll-nt rorling pec time. It wn* said tliat two applicants

had been considered and found to be quite unsuitable.

1) II.LA. H Jar. IrW, p. col 7. Letter signed "One of
the Public".

2) UA. 2 Feb. 16 4, p. 3, col. 2, "Durban Philharmonic
3oclety".
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m April 1864 JtocCoU ww« aekefl to continue, which he agreed
to do If he might confine hie activities to music alone and

not be burdened with having to find a solution to tne Society's

financial problems, a ms'ter which could more appropriately

be entrusted to an efficient committee.

1

tied. Monliaupt advertised for more orchestral playcrt

who came forward rather slowly. encouragement (much needed

at this stage) came from a visiting BngMsh musician
Mr. Broughton, chorus master of the Leeds Triennial Keetlvels

and irgnnlet at the Led. Oncnmar School. After conducting

on.'! of th, rehearsals he praised very highly the Society's

achievement. Soon afterwards In May there followed the

Society's first great iueleel undertaking of the year, a

performance of Hy n'e The Creation, but with slender

resources! In Jun- the 8 c.lety performed Van Bree's

Cants-1- - _h.. 11g.”' Bat.- of ,ongB Pnd
mt ones'! Then follow-a in August and September

"pro made" concerts at which Instrumental music gained some

ascendancy over choral music - a necessary development In

that the singing of glees and part-songs was both more

congenial and more e- sroprlste to their limited vocal powers

then their former strenuous attempts to do justice to the

neavy choruses from on torior. Nevertheless the massive

choral effects, beloved of the Victorians, appealed to

D) LM. 2 April 181-1. p. '. col. 6. "Durban Philharmonic
3Joclety

m) 1 111 "« »« a' enl' ' "**'16 In K"t °°

,)  N.M. iw M.y 1' 14, p. . col. 7, "The Phil hamnonlc Society.

Perf ina nee of ’Creation

n ..
rovi Mt.-/>: Cone* rt.V



Durban wingers with their strong attachment to Britisn

institutiono, and the oratorios were performed whenever

possible, if only to attract larger audiences and raise more

money.
In December IB 4 the Society ;ave two choral concerts:

the first with Mendelssohn’s of jpralse., as the main

,rk." and the second with o performance of Handel’s

Messiah that wis described as the "best that ner yet bf,on

given in the Colony". At thin time the strength of the

Society wus only 10C, of which 01 were singers end the rest
orchestral player... Seven concerts were given in
..ecri involving the Society in additlonol heavy expenditure.

Transport was still the greatest drain on the evallaole

! mds. In 'm m the resolution to hold fewer concerts

were refneed on the understanding that the members tnencelvef

Under these conditions the new season for 18H5 opened

on 30 May in th Philharmonic Hall with a few works of little

mu. leal cone, po nce. T: e much greater strength In the
orchestra with a kettle-drum, a double-bass, end at least
thr-e hi h 'y skilled orchestral layers - M Farrunit A

(a viol,cl t). Tyndmll (- flautist) and Knox (clarinetist)

was encouraging. In July selectlona from Mendelssohn's

V WA, 6 dec. 1M4. p. 3. col. 3,
9ociety".

"Durban Philharmonic

, "The Messiah".

3) WI. Jrn. mas, p. 3, col. 4, "The Philharmonic Society

4) thif. 1 June 1885. p. 3, col. 3,

P.r»Tirvivr, t," .

"The Philharmonic Society'
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2nd Violins: Mr. Moon. Mr. Raleigh,Mr. Riches,
Mr. Acutt, Miss Chard, Miss Bales.
Viola: Mr. DufTI1I11.
Violuli *
A"Celli: Mr. Hewlett, Mr. Bremriier,

Mieu Gri-enacre, Mier Docomb.

Double-bnss: Mr. Morris.
FluteH; Mr. Tyndall and Mr. Plowright.
Oboe; Mr. Parent.
Clarinets: Mr. Spence andMr. Knox.
Horns: Mr. Monhaupt, Mr. Stompf,
Mr. Olllan.
Comet: Mr. McMahon.
Suphonlum: Mr. Rasmussen.
Tromoone: Mr. Joy.

Drum; nd Gy DulBiMr. Plowright.
- ort,e
Plang® md Org m: Mr. . MacColl, Mir: B. Cheron,
Mr. J. Mackay, Mr. J. F. Brown.

Conductor: Mr. MacColl. 1)
L ter in the year 18 three highly proficient string
2)
e choir on th- >la”r hand and decreased from the 150
I t :er.eert of 1 , giv-T. in tte Philharmonic Hall on

I

tnere were igns that tne Society v. a on the decline for the

the conductor (perho m tt.rou ilth) seamed to have loot

3)
his forner vi, mr and enthusiasm.

1) HM. 14 Aug. 1 (86, p. 2, col. 4. Advert.

2) N.A. 24 Doc. 1 6, p. 3t col, 1. "thi lharmonic Concert;l

Concert".



There were other r< .one for the rauid decline of the
Society otter 1886. The discovery of gold on the Rrmd
attracted n great many people irom Duronn including members
of the Society. Those who remained, ei peciolly ringers,
were involved in several musical core Itmentr, tut chiefly
the newly-lomed Durban Amateur Operatic Society, formed by
J. Pergauon Brown about September 1886. Without having
r- signed from the D.P.S. ringtra wore attending the rehearsals
of the Operatic Society for their production of the Gilbert

mmd Sullivan operetta The Mikado, md merely absented

them.elves from M cColl's choral practices. Orchestral
players, also much in demand, dl'. ' ; same, and nltiiough
singers and players presented \ - telves faithfully on the

night of the final concert, insufficient rehearsal was quite

evident. The ! inr- 'oticability of ke-'uing together members
widly dir creed >ver T wn ml cor Heated the Society's
activities still '"uri.- >r. Om . gn of hope ’or the future

w rr the relles le support fr >nm uwrmere of the orchestra, and
wh“tt letters m online to Instrumentnil etc to offer their
m»rvlces were published in the dolly papers, a few of the
former ¢ here w-to had long 1ii-;ce dissociated themselves from
the 3 ¢ ety were '>cri v-ded t » return. Regular practices
w'-re held in 1 -7, no Ion :er in the Philharmonic Hall which
the Society had Mt Honed mainly because of 11; inadequate
ventilation, but in n r .on in Knox * . I'lingf at the corner
of Wert an Grey Str-'-it:,.?,) T re-realc choral wsrks were
temporarily nut r m> an the Soclety'r ¢ >nc ‘rte now t >ok the
1) That these two oOocl< ties were rival jrganisations is

vl® nt from n-iwr tnoer correi londence in Oct. IP % (N. A

IT Oct. p. 3, col. 2 "0 >era In Durban!')

2) N.A. 13 April 1287, p. 3, col, 7, "The Philharmonic
Society".

3) N.A. 18 Feb. Ifi 557, p. 3, cols. 1,3, "Philharmonic Society!'
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fom of “prom”nodeB".

The finnl stage in the Society'B career was only a
temporary rehabilitation inspired by the visit of the great
violinist Rem nyl nr-’ ttv: exceotlonally fine singing of the
Natal s- nrano Mrs. die ,r s (Mi.is Gheron). Remenyi showed

a liw V interest n lacCol ’n musica] -nterprise and

r ted v*. .MacColLI8 ability as an accompanist very high

indee , t.nd invited her to be his bccornpanlet lor liln violin
recitals ir Durban. But the days of the 3)Ciety were
numbered. At 1 renes il me °ting on '? February the resolution

wn. taken to dlsv >lv<- the S 7 .ety ,wln; to the debts incurred
and MacCell was ailed to organise n concert to raise money
to nay off tie final deot. However in April 1868 with a
,y r j. 1 *nd 'i*l >rche.’tra 51 go, mol* d! whom Illvec. on
t ie Bere ,it w . decide 1 t - continue practices in the
Berea Hall. MaeCoi; « gn; fled his intention of resigning
from t; ¢ Philharmonic Society in JxV and in August, mainly
ow”ng to tv r.-rv 'ounte‘1;~r ttrnnti one in Durban, the Society
suspended its activitier,)

.p.S, cenped to exist only in name. In 1:89 it
bectue whit i1t ee-med dc tined to become: a Berea musical
society d rected oy & cCol . A tw ten * *

"MacCol I 11 Choir" w n riup of 40 sin’ere who were on

occasion join’d by out tr i;:vant: lists - in fact, all

1) See p.I't.

2) NjzZ. d Mar. 1 W, p. 3, col. 6, "Durban Philharmonic
Society".

A

vy A5 ynv 1888, p. 3, col. 5,"Durban Phi lharmoiiic
Soci 0*0"".

4) yv, 6 Aug. 1880, p. 3, col. 3,"The Philharmonic
Society".
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the .aemtierB who could be salvaged from the wreck of the
D.P.S.. MrcCoIl'a Choir wat formed in March 1889 "to give
concerts periodically and to devote any surplus funds to
various institutions".l) The first concert in the Berea Hall
took place on 26 Apri1;2) after wilch they performed rather
infrequently in Town and on the Berea. When MacColl and
hi family wont to Britain on leave in H JO Alexander Milligan
deputised for him as conductor, at what must have been the
last concert given by MncCollfe Choir and Orchestra - the
"promenade" concert in tic Berea Hall on 7?2 February 1890.3’
MacColl la career PP P conductor closed with his
departure in leave to Britain in 1090. During a period of

nearly ten yearr he had conf >lidated the ioundatlons of two

kinds of amateur musical activity: choral singing and

two activities were ractle d by two inb'->endent societies.
Until 1189 Dur::an had ' tcked ¢+ pod orchestral conductor.
In April of this year, while the PM lharmonic Society was
struggling for ¢ trvlval on the berea, e highly cultivated
German musician, Herr C.J. Sberlein?) who had made hie home
in Dur n, wf seked to form arorcliet.trel society to give
light, r IPul src )r:certr to r littic public taste. Previously
Eberlclr >id terr in Grahan .towi wl-re, in 1’84, he produced
a rr.f-.il 1 sok >r pamphlet ,utitled: "What everyone should know
about mudie".6} Tlic cxteni of bIf wfintifvringr in South Airies
1) M .. 30 Mar. 1 > p. 6, ¢ L. 1 "Mr. MncOoll's Choir".

m.

3) Hm. 24 Feb. \A.K, p. f, col. 4, "Promensd- Concert".

4) See p. 128

P) Fi van der Mrrwe, Suld-Alrl):;e Muriek-hibl iogl-fjfie.
1787 - 1982, p. 17°¢
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Mi68 Hunter, Mier Cochrrne, Mernre. J.P. Hoffman,
E. Sander, Reichnrdt, Sanderr, Riches, Tate,
Dr. Bonner, Mesnrs. J. Hulvtdn, R. Muller, G. Glbb,
Daweon, Parisot, Payne, G. Morn t, Barrett, Milligan,
Adrnin, Parent, Rend, Vickeretaff, Spence, Knox,
Q. Mon' nupt, Blackncre, Joy, Cullingworth, ReemueBen,
Cnmont, Plowright.

To nc;1st BB ;iccompunlutr were: Miat ea Lowe,

Moat of these pinyere hr-a been mer.bere of the
Phi 1 1mmuonic Orchettre.

The lifetime of the Durban Orchestral Society wae
about two yearn, luring which period the cost of running the
orchestra *ME ertl: ted at f >ut £1 1. Limited funds die
not remit of their hiring R room large enough for holding
pr ctlcee: mnor c:ilv they iec ire u £ifficlent numher of
active ner.herp who were independent of « loyment at the
theatre. Afv-r the cv let! >n >f the second eerlee of

cone rte no nrraonnger-'-ntr w mad" for ? third, rT1 ‘he

A uni gue, tl vogh <;iort-1Ived, cutleal experiment was
the You. Lf 'i* ° Orchei t a, rigii.slly the Ladies' College
Orch *rt.re 1 Society, itmrted -y [I'sur <e P"rr» r *i, capable
violin- t who 3>r .x ; yet re wut en loyed at R music teacher
or. the stiff r*° the YourMm Lf lei 1 Colley late Institution.

In I'd 7 >" 1;iTed an retri of 'a< ies (ail *ring- piayerf )
from Durban and Mar*t eburg.Thr-e am url concerts were held.
t the If Ft in the Theatre Royal on ~ December 1689 the

orcheetn coriisted. of the K i g 4 kX .

1) R.A. 18 Sept. V J, p. . cols. ,4,"T e Durban
Orchet tri*

r.) 13 June 1690, p. 3, col. 4, "Durban Orchestra".



lee Violinu: Miiefet li. Grant, W. Rowe, F. Dacomb,
R. Dumat, F. Horwin, M Owen,
A. Turnbull, M Hunter, E. Jackson.

2nd Violinc: Mieses Power, E. Andrewp, E. Archbell,
B. Henderson, F. Woodhouse, L. Ororin,
P. Heye, M Turnbull, M Grant, Ballard,
Isabelle.
vlolcxi
.Cell!: MlIfics Green; ere, H/irv,1n, Dacomb.

Double-Bat 1: Mitu E. Rutherford.

This society wae really an educational project and
earned high prsls- for the superior quality of its strlng-
plnyerr:

"mNeither In their laying r. r in their programme

did the Toxin, Ladles' Orchestra nrpear too
pretentious - n great fault with many amateur

orchestras." 1)

Its discoi tinurtlon after It 9 coincided with the

retirement of M mice Farrar.ti from the runic staff of the

Ferranti®* i : "ace oi the staff of th - Young Ladles'

College w ; fi!" 1 by Herr Ererleln in 1890; cut he, however,

wae not the or tnator oi the "Chmrber Music Society" which
wrt *tm',tel ft the bci ) 1 in Au>a; t I' thf t year. For a
me-'1r-rehl; fee of one gulner per annum the public were
invited to become renb”rr of the new Society. About 40
peor le Joined. Car' Walther, the vlioMnlst, and

Oil fiord Hf !le, th< 1lilker, wAr® It.,, 1 riel directors.

One public coi cert w>t held in ttv Beraix Hall, end others

were held either it the home Mr. -nd Mr. D. Hunter or
3)

at the Young Ladten* College. Unfortunately the Society

1) p.A. 30 Dec. 1 J, p. , vol. , "Yo-m, Ladles' Concert!*

2) N.A. 0 Aug. 1( 90, p. B, col. ', "Chamber Music".

N.A. 14 Nov. loj( , p. S col. , "Chamber Music", and



wne fpr too exclusive to nttrnct much wublic notice, and its
formation caused annoyance to ?t least one Durban musician,
Herr Bberlein, who in fpite of his generous offer”to help
found himself excluded from active participation. There
is no record of the Society's activities after 13.<l, the
ye; r in which Carl Wnlth r ni 1S tour of India, to toe
joii d later toy Clifford Halle. The Cliamt.er Music Society
woe V( /ived in 1b97 toy the muric staff of the Young Ladieel
College and continued throughout the >ear 1898 as a private
society of about 5 1 e here. R. H Mac onald w v elected
a: president in 1900.2)

These Durban luiicel societies which placed bo much
reliance on energetic conductors with inspiring leadership
did not la t long once these men, usually professional
musicians, had decided to adopt the profltn le expedient
of securing a : re reliale rv.ree of income elsewhere.
SAvrral musicians gr vit'ted t ward, the larger population
centres 1n this country or road. Py *he year 1891
Ferranti was stilltaking tji active part in tie musical life
of the Town, ;ut w. frr :ra ¢ ncernel with the success of
hia Lueizv s in W-ut Stre t; Carl Walther and Clifford HalleD
were oth in India; Bserlein wne director of music at the
Kimberley exhibition, gaining for himself prestige - but also
the notoriety resulting from hie quarrel with e well-known
1) Perhaps the fault was rf v hir own. In the v.ordG ol

a letter he wrote to the newt or he offered: to join
occasionally In a quartette pt ty. II nemitted to do so, with






money lor Ine new enurei rgan, and Ipl

well-received thr>t lie vi

for five months, in Durt nd Marltzburg. In 1886 he formed
the Durbon A*n et st kst
rumen e ..elv y under hie tuition for
tton of Gllber d Sullivan'e Tfa. Mikado in the
R< 3ent'-nu>er. K h;id the oup ort of some

ten nnd Pr Inc>.ir Tot.L
uceo it the end of the year
rerr-Strnnack,

1 I m Iti»i 15 d “V »A v

Mev. . T. L t'hford was
row if J. yer .rut-

1n

vy n .
who 1 d act in,
Udl y were
the
I promoter
CMIXI*1 17M£1
/oml “rm of
u ola In
her, for
o their

.38

) E.L#A l-] Of't. 1 "MU.SiC, Mytha and
Morelr*
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With the help of Wise Lilian Stonbridge of I'aritaburg
Ferguson Brown gnvi* another perforr.ance of The Llkfdp in
January 16ti7, and the first perforr-.arce in South Afrlce of

RudcUgore (01 'hert and Sul 1lvan) on 7 June 18?7 7. In 1886

hut he revived the Society ii 18b9 with performancee of

The hikedo (Gilbert end Sullivan), The Rose of Auvergne
Offenbach), Les Cloches de Comevllie (Flanquette),

llanteaux Kolr” (Buc.tlot t 1), and Falke (Chabtnigne). In

1890 profesrional corpe.nies visited Durban in quick succession:
Kadwne Peamaln’e Diplomacy Company, frd the Fran) Wheeler

Opeva Conq)any, both under the n.iclcel direction of J. Ferguson

But In IM'l the Amateur Operatic Society came to life again
with two more Gilbert rrd Sullivan operettas: Trial by Jurz,
In February, and The Gondolier; In May. The Society
continued to flourish throigha it that year and the next,
giving a performance of Thte M jnt«™>arkt (Gilbert and Cell ler;
In t.ie Theatre Royal In December > d vl'h e cait o1 7C A
performer; Incluring ar orchertra of [/t and B chorus of 4'.)

The Soci i lied rtirly on a frv staunch curportera. moat

of then ector-elngera; lile. L. Stuntrldgc, Mies Snrnh

T, p. Letchford, W. Short A. W. Hawcb. Fergueon hrowr e

greatest achievement In thte sphere of entertainment was the

Diamond Jubilee Oners Com-.)any S- on 'anting three we? e in
June 1897, when he wri msilrted by C ar lohy who
1) &A. 8 June 1b(7, p. col. h. "Rudd 1gore".

2) See p. 317.

3) See p. 3109.
4, N.M. 86 NOV. 16*2, P- 6. col. 3, "The Men In the Moon".






orchestra, after only two years.

The Berea Choral Society under crenels Crane, their
trainer and conductor, held their fir, t concert in tae
Town Hall on 30 Aurui t laa , cjiving evidence of some
excellent training in unacco; pan ed pirt-singing. Wwithin
n few weeks, in Scnteml-er, a Durban Choral Society was
for -d with Mr. W H BrlckhiU as Chairman nd
v;r. J. 0. P. Johns es Seer tary. Hie two choral ocletles
amalgamated into a choir of 160 voices for e performance of
Mendelssohnle Elijah on IV December IBVO, and thereafter
continued as one Society..z) Fortunately Herr iJberlein wns

interested in the new S-cicty n he g ve them the benefit

Not all of the concert Ivon by the new Choral
Society were as succor ful as the first. An attempt in
Jlhe 1091 to perform a difficult wir'<, 3t mfori r
The Revenge, res ilted n a riaaco.?)) But the ~*‘1

difficulties of pert"raing this work were not entirely

instrumentallFto, had mlered the rehearsale owing to the
continued demands on their time by the Durbar Amn, OUT
Operatic Society who were busy with preparations for the

production of The jionji*jJ”* (Gilbert and Sullivan).

Other annoyonjee disturbed the early cnr<“-»r o the new
Choral Societyi the b 1Vint ion & tor, Herr Kbrrlein,
always unpopular in Durban, ~ vrlilclsed tn* hia lack

of phill in the handling of the 1w<hestrt. Ids reputation

1) 1 S'"'t. UVO u. 3, col. 6,"Saturday*8 Concert!'

9e

o.. jt'" pj Nov. VVO, o. 3, col. , -hon hilwMm .

3) NM. 3 June 16VI, p. 4, co:. 4, "Choral anion Cancer,!'












or et Race meetings until 1890, after which there is no

mention of its existence. During these last two decades
of the century vwo volunteer ads grew into permanent
musical institutions. In 18bG the Band of the Natal Mounted

Rifles (which became the Durt an Mounted Rifles) was started
with 30 members by Mr. B. Lan* dell, formerly an active
meraler of the Town Band.' In 1887 it waa tr ken over by
Bandmaster Gibbs. The Band of the Ratal Royal Rifles
survival of the earlier band o' the Royal Durban Riflee)
made its first nubile appearance I* April 1888 under their

trainer and conductor Bandmaster Oidney, tormerly of the

3)
64th Regiment. When the N.O.R. Band was discontinued

in
1889 most of the players joined the N.k.R. un r
Mr. J. P. BI ictor of tnle new
of 36 players4.) The Band wie trained by at least three
conductors in ae many years. Mr. Blackmore was succeeded
by Bandmaster G. Hind In 1891, Jhcrlec Hoby in 1892, and
Mr. Grant in 16 93. On the otncr hand Bandmaster Gifts

remained conductor of the N.M.R. Band for et least six years.

Tv- N.M.R. and N. < S Band; entertained the public in
the Tow Gardens, for which they received from the Durban
Corporation the remuneration of £100 per annum and £50 per

annum respectively, this discrimination being made In favour

of the band that was willing to play to the nut Uc more

frequently. For their proficiency and repertoire of
1) 8 April V > p. 3. < 1* 1* e

2) 27 A,ig. 1' 7, P. ~ <col. 6, "D.M.R. Sports".'
32 R”. 5 April THUI, p. 2, coK. advert.

Organ.






Otto Siedlf



Durban imd Marlty,burg which enabled him to give a production
of Htin_ee%] 1_1nd Gretel (Humperdinck), and one orchertrdl
concert. Rotondo, who travelled all over South A frica, weib
never in Durban long enough to ke pthe orchestra really
active after 1896. Charles Hoby'b"Select Orchestra" of 12
piayere w: . f rmned 'n 189,: to play at "Receptions Dances and
Soiree;". He formed anotner orclertra of 20 plityere in

3)
October 1696.

With the arrival of Ur. R, H Macdonald as Borough
Organist in succession to Mr. Kunz in the early part of 1896,
the last of the nineteenth century choral t jcleties of lurban
WB6 foried. This » t called the "D irta.n Mislead Association",
the name teii.g ;ugf %ted by r. Otto 3le<le at 1 me* ting heid
in the Council Chantor of the Town Hall on 17 1 bruary 1896.)
In January Macdonald baa signified to tne public his intention
of forming at least tnree societies: H choral society of
about 100 voices; e e .all choir of 20 voices to perform at
the Sunday evening orv n recitals once a r.o: ih; ind rn
orchestral society.S) I't alio hia wish to hold a grand
mueicnl l-ntlval in July If ?6 with full chorue md orchestra.
To begin t U Macdonald had the full co-operation of Durban's
former choral conductor, Mr. Crane, who, rowever, did not

remain very long in Durban after his decision to return to

Johannesburg an a teacher of «inging ?nd voice production.

1 N A 11 S-pt. 1896. i).?> col. 3 Mu.lea 1 and Dramatic Notes

also . 1b J me . . ’3, col. 4, "Signor Rotondo's
Concert V
N 18 July 1892, px 3, col. 4, "Durban Fine Art Exhibition
?) o . 17 Aug. 1892, p. 3, col. 3, advert.
MA 8 rct. 1696, px 3, col. 1 "Musical and Dramatic Notes"
3) A. : , > .1,

3 1. 7, "Durban Musical Association
4 NyLo 18 Feb. (476, P. D "Durban Musical Matters"
M.A 18 Feb. 1896, p. 2, col. 8

6) N.M. 38 Jan. 1896, pr ri col. 6, advert.

"Musical and Dramatic Notes
1697, p. 3, col. 4
6) N.A 21 Aug. g
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Durtoan and Harlt"urg which enabled him to give a production
of Haneel »nl Gretcl (Humperdinck),and one orchertral
conc-rt!l Hotondo, who travelled all over South Africa, was

never in Durban long enough to keepthe orchestra really

active after 1896. Charles Hoby'a"Select Orchestra" of 12

players was ", ed in 1802 to play at "Receptions Dances and

Soirees". He formed another orchestra of CO players in
S)

Octol-r 1B96.

With the arrival of Ur. R. H. Macdonald as Borough
Organist in succession to Mr. Kuna in the early part of 1896,

the last of the nineteenth century choral societies of Durban

the name being suggested by Mr. Ctto Sledle at a meeting held

In January Macdonald had signified to the public his intention

of forming at least three societies: a choral society of

about 100 vol. a; a r all choir of 20 voices to perform at
the Sunday evening org n recitals once a month; and an
orchestral society'. It wss also hie wish to hold a grand
nue'cnl festival in July 1896 with full chorus and orchestra.
...pin With U ¢ nnld had the full co-operation of Durban’s

for -r choral conductor, Mr. Crane, who, however, did not

remain very long 1. Durban after his decision to return to”"

‘ctlO P *

oncertV

) ILA. 8 Oct. 1896, p. 3, col. 1. "Musical and Dramatic Notes!'

) N.M. 211 Jan. 1696, p. col. '. ndveit.

N.A. 21 Aug. 1897, p. 3, col. 4 "Musical and Dramatic Notes!'
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Ov the it oecome ap’jrrent in Durhfvn thet s
smell musi™!  roc out 40 active members hecd h ieir
chnnce of survival. ifficulty of keeping intact a

*n ex eriencecl zy » cOo 1> Orane
:'inal ly re orted to much the
inV inln,” tnelr own select choirs.
Macdonald *¢ Select Choir of 1897
11 Cr ne'r Mle V ice Choir started
11 music 1 octetlee wre formed
f t e century. One of them w s
A ac lstlon of Durban and CoPBt

rie, St. Paul e,

The

rranist of St. Paui
tlval. The first
tl *r Schoolroom in

>n Brown conducted a

"hr > only, festival
Other musical
wf the War and the
On* the "Went Country
irsburg) formed oy
St. Mary’ in

fiinrrrte to raise

Frrg >.oila M
i "Association of Durban
mnd NV r
"Durban festival Choir
e«clallon

N 4 . oi "Pent!val Service".
A1 une '

ol "Wei t Country Association I'
N. I. 16 Oct. 1 '












which they confidently offered to the general public. Nor

wps music tenchin r entirely nrofef ;5lomtl natter. In 1851

vr, S. H. Hunt, a Durban 1 n Inecn man v.no <evoted much of

nip rnore time to od 'Aorka", mainly na the aecretnry of

the Durban Temnernnce Soci -t-/, advertlred hlr "Singing School"
course of 60 1"aRone at threeoence per leet-on for adults

nnd one pen y for youthe. the proceeds to be "apnlied to the

ror 1 :d mil gl >av Intere ti >f th- community". Perhaps

profession 1lam In r.unle t act.It ti rttn with a certain

.nd sdvert.lt ' . "instruct! >n to children" tnd to the public
2)

in general i1n the art of >lanoforte playing.
Huslc teaching woe the subsidiary service offered in
f.rte
Anotice prominently lioli ved m the front pa, e of the first

lerue of the Xatal here try dated 5 November 1852 advertised

"Hr. Dante' Hull junior" > "Profee or of xualc ’ (or teacher

of music)t >T. rt fe >r' nt ¢ rt of'dr professional itl
-for* ev

being hlr r.’ert' I. to 4une r r- air rianoa. Oeor/

Vinniconte,who wvr non ally r 1tent 1in Larltzmurg at o.it

the year I, wtanother t acher of muric whose mam source
-fort -is _

of Incor m » tunliv oi n w¥ m "r -"r' Dir "

et6tloi.tr Tk: D m r. "Ir: t ncc llrh- 1 violinis t, advertl!e-a

hlr,nil- ar a pinna tun-r nnd icpnlrrr who *ea willing to give

leerona In violin pi,yin . H' t.0 found It neceraary to ply

1) -yyf. Sept. 1= I. P. :. ¢ ¢« 1" n<lwrt* S '

<) The nor* won >ften - t.  Fr" o .



which they confidently ofierect to the general public. Nor
Vr mueic teaching entirely a profenaionnl matter. In 1851
pr. S. H Hunt, a Durban buaineet men who devoted much of

jlie ppnre time to V ->d workn”, mainly as the necretery of
the Durban Terrp-'-rlnee 3oci ity, ndvcrtlecl hie "Sin; ing School"
n course of 60 leaconB at threepence per leeson for adults

Rnd one nanny for youthf,, the proceeds to be "a; lied to the
moral nd rellgl 've int -revtp of th-* conununlt vy Perhaps

profession llrm in munic t--nchir r tarted with a certain

And advertlP‘d Mn$,tructl >n to children" me to the pibllc
in general in the art »f 1ianoforte playing.
Murtc teaching was the subsidiary service offered in
f T ners.

A notice prominently displayed ?n the Trent page r' the .irrt

iseue of the Natal Merc try dated 15 Novrnber 1862 advertised

of music), the rt In; ir* nt v rt of his professional duties

-fort
K.

Vinnicomtc, who wm norrnlly r-;-1 >nt in Uaritzburg ai out
the year *! another teacher of music wnose main source

-fortor,
3f incon-.f m tur Lng - *: w1t

—_ °c

etntioner and Durbanl! first necom 1IBht-d violinist, advertised

himself nr olano”tuncr and repairer who we willing to give
lessons in violin pinyin, . H to found it necessary to ply
1) N/r. 26 Sept. 3 >1, p. i. <« * 1' edvert. Sec p."1l.

2) D*UreM, Advo~c 6 VX*t . Cas Fn ! e

4) The name w.r )ften ue'f "r 7'"! o



1
11i6 trade both in Durban mnd my ri tauurg.) Ira Hiral

11827-1ti7b) a "Profvi .or ot Kuaic" 1%oin Liverpool wlio arrived
in Dure n in 18<*48) offered u v,id ranan of musical subjects;
but.after setting himself u ai a teacher of "the pianoforte,
organ, hanr.onim.., vii ging -nd tne theory of .-.luuic", he
,ifcrverec thnt the to- ing an repairing of piang*rt\(;rs.c more

lucrative; beside which he had the agency for the

*

helped 1im to » * bit h a flotrl; hir.g rnue-c-selllng buoineer
"t vic We; t Street. Nt v rt ei ere, muric teaching had been
hie errlier enr- mr; for he ro:'fsed to have had sixteen
ye r. > tei in " <x erlencv in LiV'-r o >L

Mrs. J. Od 1tt v oarrivei in Dirt: r.ar ,ut the year lo5|
was :roba:ly the ;ovt gifted o tae early teachers in the
Town. Se :r. *c:  ;efore th-- Dun an ublic in 1854 as
r "teacher of 1 n'forte an .inging" nd of.ered her services
sc the pifniet >t " ua ril'e -« -tie;"f‘) In 1H61 (as
organ!rt of St. Paul's C h) .» added to her list of

rrofet" v1 rail ter-iccu "te eer * -ae r. z'. ut teachers

of mu ic wero ooliged *: offer the public something more

than ner m .ic lerronai 'irg, +*ho "ore attractive toclsi
M. Jo' y, ' dr t"lr.- the > meer muric teacher of
Durm, w . 'T_-rviow d with .eeven.l -lef int social

aCeoBi! lirhrv nt; n w ; wll li e to tenchT*no1>rte p.: ir.g,

French and Italian; t woll nv @ ifh, hue .ng ant

1) KW, 7 Nov. 1’1l , p. 4, cul. fvert.

3) rM16 "T. T *» » 1,1« 5» nevert.

4) h.M :¥J Mar. 1d54, ©p. 4,col. D, MVfrt.

5) i, .5 3 pt. 1861, p. 1.COL b, <"vei-t.






1)
best mactero

It ie not known how proficient thib early nisic teaching
, tut i1t did prepare t..e v,y for the teaching of ramic in
;Ch ole. In oth'-r parts of N trl echool ram ic hfd progressed
. ,re rapidly. Av early a; Jun- 1 71, at St. Mary*B, Richmond,
ore hr; . Lon/hunt v . the Principal, ; .chool concert war
given ly tv u 11., n< uric rlz.m were < ardec. One
description of this .chool et ited that the new buildings
J3r: 1,'ted  t t e end of 1 "l ¢ mt winec t,iv - Vu ic rooms.
At the rer.e .oho -1, in \oil 1 $74, choral cc-ncert included
el-cti x fr mMo: rt’. Twc’.th 1 ... h el * = ja:p,
«
It is 1iignific Jit % , St. Ltry'e, Richmond, wrs a

private school, for it wr Ito th< private schools in Durban

Schools under the direct control of - - Education
Department have for many years include,, .let‘ tinging ae a
pies? -it ivor.il r fro: -*rlout 1tuc it 1, .Vh i.g more
than this being :or 1 ort n rxpam Ive luxury n cer.-itoting

the employment of several tpeci?Hot ter c-.ers :or training in

century, & _ 1,h prop?" ware inclined to dismiss music es

essentially a fes mine accomplirhraent - one of the iripperits
of education for youngls :i”e  who in Inter w ¢ woulo no,

.ve to n living.

RicSimone
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Two Bchooli: in Durbi n mrOe the rtudy of rnuBic a apodal

feoture of ecuc.' tion for girlr,: the Convent of the Holy

in 1675; and the Durban Young Ladies ' Collegiate Institution
foun «d in 1377. Th< C*nv nt ,ntr) aaad tiio fir st of many
school concerts which 1 ¢ me a feature of Durban ochool
ctivitier at the i1i1d-ye r nd the -nd of the ye.r. Thla
firet concert, h Id in Decern: er 1 76 nd described DB a
"literary n< rau ie <l.it rt in ent", wa devoted minly to

-for
pianos piece.- nt; 1. a. It w hr* ver the Durban Young

Durban L nV Coll- 1 t Institution ter n with the arrival
from gnglnnd of Hi U thcr, w o had be-n ? pupil at the
Royal AcAcVwny of M ic in London. She wr.r engaged to teach

nd Pr-nch. T J>’e ¢ "r rL>v" concerts, which
17ter on -c rt ~"Dua' n ok % "o e N VI

in 167y, th- fir t rmlag .v-n In Dec tr of ti it year, with

a 'rench Cn 11 n <io, :ter >ne ¢ erlence :0 an operatic
singer, a .ett d in Dirban. 3 $ clayed the accompanimenta
on th t o'c ;im1’ T ' - ' rl-of- rear, or Chrii tmae. Concerts

re a means of demonstrating to oarents the extent of the
children*; rchlev- r'at. It is' > ef* 111" *>r
1) &.C. < D-r. 1 1, , col. m "Local n Cental'*.

2) 14 Aug. 1 77. p. 4. col. » v,

3) veg. 14 Aug. 1 77. n. . col. ». advert.






T



123

jr June IB 2 ho ve her firnt mnic u;ilf 1 concert in the
fi.lgar H 11 - Mvery v trie d eeat.- rt: iiunerit vith part-songs,
-foz -u ,
vocal solos, duets, trior , rad )innoAroloi , and ft I' diee
v ,ir of 17 mem err '.vhieh i r conVacted.
In 1 @ 11 . Irn- at lov lot t, -It > rroi.. the a.A. .M.,
-fut ,VICi n-
iverticcd hi it If x to; :hor >f the -itnc® f "llo nd
2)
1
He hftd received his training at n tinger at the Milan
Gone<rv toire; e ic+ nit thii time M urice erranti, a
violinist trill d »tci.- 1rui It Com erv. toire, settled in
jirlutn. All the ? t< e jr: (including mr.. A t:neon) were,
.t different »viode, on the i.u. ic .t ff of the Dur® an Young

Li 1 8Coll < te Institution.

In 1¢° 3 the L lee* College w e the first Dur an school

t0 offer tA 1 - f c. 1 tr- ir in.*. Te us ¢ t
of four com L * oft .e L y Princiefll ( 1 m Carr 1 wno
( erh the fir t in Durban) to form ¢t school c¢ * *rii
vlo, - -ful j,
[
com“tent c.trln/- ,Uy re on th,- rtrilng-pU.ylng Boon
became fnehlonot le m .ong echo 1
1) 3r-- L LAT
3) HIX. hi July 1-cl, p. < 1. 1. - vert.

3) 3¢



e ,ore 1° ° thr ve ¢r I'irrt music -eu.-ils ‘* concert in the

H 11 - » Vfory v rl d nt rt in i-mt with prrt-songc,

) . *<tvr u L
cal solos ¢ duetr, trio; , 1d 1 inoArolor., -md B ladies

1)
choir of 17 menu erv which ah- ¢ >ndueted.
In I 3 Ur. -Jrn.rt Hov.lett, 1 o Tom the A K.,
ivertleed hi:..; If t h-r ,f the -i noA /lello nd
2)

He hed received .is tr Inln”? at a ;Ing r at the Lilian

Ce'n erv. toire: d a oit thi. t: o .eui"-ce err ntl, a
vloliniPt tr invd t t..e Bru 1b Com erv t>ire, settled in
Durian. A ' the e t- r (including i/’ . At<lneon) were,

t Jiff-r nt ¢ti. d., or. tne w ¢ .t i P *¢ DAr'un loung
4)
L 1 V0oV ir e 1 .tit .ti:>n.

In I- 5 the La Vu ' Coll Tie w v the first Dorhan rcho.A

of four co ;1P4e; of the L*¥ ty Princi'al (HUE Campbell), who

(perhr: the first in Durban) to form a school orcivr-tra

Viola- -fur ,,

I 8v .li7

vert.

3) See .7

iated with the Durban Academy ol

ii ..a v.ttred from the Ladles ool lege

: I. 1 advert.
in IBo' . (N.M. 9 Jan. 1 (» €0 advert.)

5) NM. 19 Dec. 1885, p. 2, coir. &, A :,dverte

5) I\: I'» 1:, Dg’~r' 15’&)\5)' Ve .:y !,',')1- . 'r»v 1’ f|d\7(’.x‘to
® A0 . N 0 -~
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concerts were made more varied and more interesting by the
presence of a school orchestra which v: an integral pert of
the life of the School. In addition to the two concerts
, year in June and December the occasional chamber concert

war also a poeribility. Usually these were held in the

In aMm'int I <6 n Ladles' Col 1ege Orchestra and Choir was

formes under the j Ist con uctorihlo of Kessro. Hewlett end

2)

Ferranti, opening 1t1 r nks to la ies outride the school;

and at "Brei lini -us" .-en.cert os 1 Dec- .ber 1- 6 Lr. Hewlett
conducted an orch-. trn of 1 I[-yere (ten violins, a viola,
Al ii- * Ve . AY4
9
Q]

a choir of <5.
1887 wpi a gr* t muiici 1 ye r for Durban and for the
Ladies' College. Inclubin- U ry Campbell, the Principal,

there v re tev-n tea ere en a d in *he teac: mg o. music;

4)
special courses *ere off-red In the Hi. ‘ory ¢* liusic; two
new singinr te c¢ era, Hi ?7 Intyre r Jy»r. H C. Orecr,
had joined th< staff; Rer:-nyi'e viiit in that year was an

insplrnti n to 11 music lovers, but especial v to those who

whose tremendous enthusiasm far out-weighed any quallficntionr.
*)

he may (or ay not) have 1 ,pressed wot th<r ust vers: tile

musician in Durbin ir those c iyi. Tnr classes he sts.rted

during the early port of 188( on the Aerthetlcal Study of the

1) 3-' .57

2) NjJi. 4 Aug. 1 b, p. 1, col. " sivrst.

b

5) He claimed to h ve
of Philf elphla". (b-.:
"Herr Btjerllin Again .)



135

Art of Music must have iven the r.iusicf 1 public a new
critical approach to the subject.1

One serious we knee: in mu: ic teaching in South African
echoole has been inade u te instruction in musical theory
nd the art of composition. In 1 <when hrr. Bevies
resigned from the mu. Ic staff of the LacUetl Coll«ge her place
wae taken by Miso Fnm: =<, I.H.A.V. "a brilliant pianist and
11stir. jish-d in the hr r -h*t >f 1 nr >ry mx Instrumentation"?))

In antici ation of her arrival Li ¢ College advertised en

extension to the music : -11abus in the* form of "an advanced
4)
clac6 for Hsmonym:4 Cointer; >Int".A earlier ittempt to

Introduce mu. lealcoir.po. iti in into the or< inary course of

tried to nuke muplciane Irtier- < ucated people by including
the . udy >f : iem 1> i in ai. curriculum.S) By the

yt .r 18PT 'h t v . descrll »d r¢ "Theory, Con.position and A
Harmony'" w-, genet* lly accepted part if murleal training;
eometln.ee course in Mu cel >r Aax History ¢ Music was
offeredT’

A, r-iufic ter ei. :rr vert* on'/ art-time ae 1 t.ints

changes in the music rti f1 of the La if p Col> were

frc iuent. In 1 errantl a>undone”u;ic t-scaing 'or

1) 1 J:n 1 Looe e I " Bdvr:*“.

Col lege".

4) tUi. 31 Jon. 1889, ©p. Ss,col. 6, edvert.

b) K. 1. 30 n. !»(m», p. l.co'. o !

6) 13 I p. I.col. 7, Overt, by Signor Bento
Rotondo.

7)  N.M. 29 Oct. 1696, p. »Cnle 1' ! 'C'1*
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1)
, th” Junior School of trie L dies College, rid on
1 2)
Ather occi 'ion they -ere -lay d : >rch trnl $lite.

jjueic tv; iniHr in oth r [Hur » w . - r ler ; varied.
vOr yeare th« Conv nt ke t to the old way teaching pupils to
ol I 1

t operettas.

3Lrinj-pleylnj v e th r<fore n-; looted, although n string

luartet wrv. performed at t e echo >l in 16JS.') The plailf;OAr\’,wf(:ls
tht' rinclp; 1 u-lei 1l st |y .n t ire mnut 1 coicert in 1994
tv mnny sr twenty-four <einnirfr : de their ¢ >strance in the
course of the ov nin”. The violin v . :t thi: time

recognised as © suitable inBtruinentnl study for school
children; tut in the 18,C the mandoline tfcraie :tphionable

nd vtt i tboth t the Convent nd trie L: diet’ Col lege.

played In n ensemble of two mandolines and five violins,

-for tt
a welcome ch nge from the ¢ >ur—pit ent>< -les c¢* priier

school wuthorities ur- *! ling to Include rtrirg-plnying as

prrt of 6 Child*f isic ’ tr lining.

Durban High 3cho >1, founded in 196( , ir the oldci t .cnooi

only school In Mat?l in which clear tinvlng was not being

taught.” There is no m ¢3rd of ny nuelcnl instruction in

1) This woe part of n dr mintisec v«r. i:n o: & ,i'W Jl

in the Public Library (African*), Joh- n< '

3) H.u. 20 Dee. 1893. p. 1. eol. S Convent
fom g La(ll '»".

the Holy P, ill: 'e
6) M . V. IM 6, 6. ,0(. h. "Th, Oon»,nt School "
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jpine; Forbes, headmae ter of the Berc Academy, Muegn-ive Road,
nea ot least two com >etent muvlclr.nv on the staff.
0. Dufflll, better ' nown m n or in bolder, and

tvfliner of cnildren’t choin , t: u“ht the theory of mueic

.n> violin playing, and !r. C HowV-tt gava lenaonB on the
91

Ladles1 OollegiRte Marlt,.burg. The Berea High Ichool for
>irl8 situated In Mu grave Road h-id n music rtafi" of four

.

taught t e 'l nf.* The Girls' High School it the St. PauVs
Schoolroor., which .tiod In Pe -tm .| i off S?.ith Street,
established the te chlng of music "practical and theoretical
in 1693 when the echo 1 w-i found-df”

prl/.ee fvr wuslec r; lie, at n encouragtirient Gad an

Incentive to further progress, were, offered In a number of

year about four prises "«re awarded at the Young Ladlee' College

[3

special irlze at the Berea Academy for theory of music. He
also helped to esti ollnh the Jennie Stuart Memorial Prize for
music and singing, in memory of Jane Ann 3t,u.~t, young
Durban ci: -r (aged 21) who wna drowned at Tonga t or.

5 May 189P: the t.t collected provided the capital
for a music prize awarded annually to a school girl. U was

present?' at the Girin' Model Sch "1 in Gale Itre-t 'y

In, ).370

17 jnl’l. W-3, P 1 7' AC'deyu_

t 16 Jnn. 1893, P- o © '



1)

nnufa eppearimce on the echo > platform on prize dry. How
it cemie nbout t'.mt thlb memorlnl prize do oriented Into on
wid by the Natal Education Depertnnmt for proficiency In

Arithmetic In herd to under: t nd. Tfu Dune n ...oe”ol,

, oriel Prize valued at £b la still awarded each year at
Lfldlea' college. In 1I-It i at the Convent School a
rpeclal prize of a gold watch me awarded on "the year's
*0!
vlaying and ti special prize lor harmony.

Another form of er out'age: ent to pupl a wan iucceea In

auelc exawlnatlonr. It war Herr jSberleln who first

racon ended to Durban te. ehera tn t t..etr nuplla be allowed

t, ute Trinity Coll- - examlnrtl Me. In IBS;', puplli fror.
the Convent High School were entered for a Trinity College

examination In a'cel knowledge (theory); and in the

fol owing year there w-Te e-v-r .1 mtr .nte from f.e Lnclea

elaoat werld-wl U e the mtronf - >f Sir John Stainer,
the Bngllah organist an 1 cor ,aer. the South African College

of Musicians was cat dished In laiB. with Kbecrlein as Its

first <'emslde.it. Tils Instil itlun offered opportunities

to men snc‘ women to pr-sent themselves for examination in

Elementary or Higher Musical Knowledge with the object of

Associate, or Fellows v the OoUe.-e. In 1d91> the Unlverrlty

L h:t':::k:":

: the
Rxominntlon of 19?7

5) NjM. 28 June 18 J. p. ». »’ "Young
School"'l.
4) 27 June 1890. p. 3. col. 3. "Convent School".

.exi "Mar Lcnl",
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"Mficdonald-Smith ayetem for rnpid acquit Itlon of )erfact

touch end technique".

In 1396, for inrtunce, we rend thnt 1, 1 the ct nvl ittt.-s In
theory of music from Mira ‘endnil' School (i.e. the Berea

Hi-h School) had pe,a-d well in the Trinity College Bxamin-

L. Jac r n'r special rize for obtaining the higher.t
nfrX8 in the intermediate division
The high ore. tige of the . rlnity Col lege was maintained
by eorne of the distinguished musicians who came out as
examiners, rnd the v lue )f the examinations went further

than the mere parch, -nt awarded. The non gifted can 1 ter

In 1397 Dr. K>orion 8i ur a, < Trinity Co. leg*' "ner *01
singing, predicted a great future for Ada -orrert > o
Fubeequent'.y errolled «i e etuder.t et tl.e Soynl Acadenjr

in London.

Ut.le i= lr.own of the Victoria Col eg. or Kuelo,London
which, like the Trinity College nd tl.e London College, held
exmlnetlone In Netel In !m,6; nut for rerloue ntudento of
cuelc a , t. .-.mcent by , certain Mr. Oeorge Andrews of

Marltzburg In the year 1lb:,? should have been sufficient to

condom the Institution no an exwlning t.odyt

ineteeuth century
Toblor latthny.

St)

a) N.M. 31 Aug. 1%*97, P. 4. 6>
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)f pchm>olf ¢t GhviBtmfP tlmr in 1'
the Nftf 1 Xnthem v n nrei *nted for m
li tfr. It wnp ]'In n 'ini

concertr often »r the mnening I1t-m.
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ity vo wmeuer-'lly ielt t>y ih- Ltuu

t- nti  or
If. Vtown end the vici-

ty of )ce Lon; I ueiehi

ivin>' r oerl ot co’certt the articular:; =ud
'AMQ <*iret ggncert ot the r- ri I; to take 'lace in
"y ylood’v Lall ° , ’ o /

T WHB me of tru fir;t conc« rtt in Durban at which

Aconcert w;v /- t .U </- for t: r\ho inter ded staying

::r the Outdrive Party afterwards.

Av;v ting 1111trry I rid I Town wr. . iv'ayt -r. deotvnd

-sT concerts t-nv dancev, be. ider being invited to play in

Mtb Keglmmt v.re et.'tl nod in Borum, i- B»rd ind.r ttelr

encactor Kerr Wle b oher gave re. ,Ur .erformande* on the

in Toro, errer j;ed <-ten 1

r10 «
tdvertieed them vi ricurly r, " 1 eel'r.eoue -ut......
entertain, entr" or "- ri 1 rte«, .- V e.n roduoing
, very vereetiU :.-elelan. The

r y neW .pe,e, reports o«

concerts were n t only m.c .ur .glr ! »t infected with «.*U-

'

civic r. e;

A A ndvert.
I) M* 9 June iv J, r. o« © 7 * %
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'*Mesara HaygortH snd Taylor i Concert on
Tuesday evening war. one of the ne it successful
mnqical entertsinnenta ever giver in this place.
The well-known talents of Mr. Hs; znrth and hia
firmer associates were ably an/ ted by his
inaclutor Mr. Taylor and other .ccomplished
amateurs recently settled among us. We believe
nurban can now boast m amount of high and

cl ‘e the United Kingdom a d )ther colonies.
We pre hanpy to r"P>rt that attendance nic.erjas
the satisfaction of the company unbounded. 1)

quadrille parties were included in these evening
ntertainmenta to attract more pe >ple. One such concert in
., If the Widows and Orphans fund took place on 4 June 1060
n Acutt'e Auction Mart in Gordlner Street. The music was
supplied by Maseru. Haygarth md Taylor andthehost: for

;he evening were Mr. and Mrs. H. Ac,itt.

This was the last successful entertainment of the year

Le60 . it «r >enred that Durban h,3 -rown tire': of concerts,
Imclng" drew e very tacazre .udlence; Inmot, tnconly
regular musical entertainment was provided t..« Band of

the 6Sth Regiment who played In the Uiv to,] m ,p
faahlenable balls. One explanation for the apparent lack
of musical entertainment In the closing months of !’"» le
the visit of prince Alfred with all the excitement and
preparation attendant on hia com'a : to Dutn

A artemath of hia vla.t was the antl-cllmax which produced

an atmosphere of deadly dullness In the Town and no

concerts to relieve the mentnl d ea. | e

9

doleful account describe. Durban In December W O

M - 12 Jan. 1A60, p. S. col. 4, "The Concert".

IP July 1060, p. 3. col. 2. "The Musical gntertaln-



lt-nchol ic condition, tnd loor seedy. _ This
£ nll0t arise J'rom r.ny cxcc. v 3 ciia. i;: »stion, i'or
1
eLhvwed oil nrumer of worldly gaieties
e‘ vticolly correct i. to d ortnen* and demeanour.
three routhi vatt 1 mvr be n no break in the
morDtony or even'day life." 1)

and be n

prom a nmt leal point of view, the year 1861 was as dull
grd .~“eventful as the latter half of 1660. The 85th

Regimental Band under Bandmaster John R. Willi, moved to

Jvtzturp. They 1" how. v-r visit Durban during Race

for their performances ir the Market Square there was no

musical entente! ment for the public until 8 July when

Ewrth with the a.Bittanoe of the Hegimentel Bend gnve o

concert to .bout 250 people In Benin,ft.Id'* -tore (next

wr to ACUtt'r) in Oerdlner htre-t.' A fter the d.n.rture

of the 85th Regiment in July the Drum end Fife "-ml of

They played in the Market Square every Thuraday afternoon

from 5 to 5 o'clock, but few of the towna-people aho.ed much

At the I glar.1#, of 16<.8 the Suropean nouv' ' on c

Durban .nr Juat over 1.500, end at the end of the year

!

the arrival of more Britleh aettlen Tom ' u 1 InR
mualclane found It north their while to :r.c u.'." u'
their itinerary. Barly In the , :>e+ and

5) M. 17 Aug. 1861, p. ». col. »-
CourteBy

“cal and Colonial

, »«Petrdrnect". rlr-o

°f Durban".
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”The Town at or scent la decidedly in a
iBUcholic condition, ; sc 1do!:; needy.

me arise from any encec. o’ nloilration, for

Shewed all manner of worldly g ietiee end been

6 ‘-.ticelly correct in to <* ortment and deneanour.
S°r tlree rronthr pi«.t t- er<* h r b n no Iren, in the
mLwny )f everyday I1f, ." 1)

7rom a mucical point of view, the year 186lwasae dull

uneventful er the latter half of 1860. The 86th

. tri %and under Bandr mater dohn R. Wil ip m,ved to
geglinpr. v/

rc,-burg. They -w v r vialt Dun an dur nr dace

Wpv and brought a little m re gaiety to the Town. Kxc s t

their perfomancer in the Market Square there warn no

Mttlcl entertainment for the oubllc until 8 July v .-i

;->ygerth with the aecetetenee of the Regimental Bend gave o

concert to about 680 people In Benlngfleld'a Store (next

door to Acutt'B) in Oerdlner Stre-t'. A fter the departure

of the 86th Regiment In July the Drum and Rife Band of m e

They played In the Market Squareevery Ti.ur; .:»y fe>:

from 5 to 6 o'clock, but f - f the to.na-people aho.ed much

enthuelarm either for the Regiment or it. Bane.

At the nrin ' of 166:-. the Suropean population Of
Durban wae just over 1,60 , and ml the e ' 5,>"‘r

!

the arrival of r * British rmttlerr. From this year touring

muRlIclane found it worth their w

Oourtev.y".

1 "Refcrovvect". mi *']

of Durban".
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professional musiclane, arrived from London - he n

Alinist and composer” and she a Binder and a pianist and
. L. Thillon of the PM a Conu<-rvatoire". In
0 DUpiJ- ux
Nev, VQBonic Han in Oardiner Street, the premier
ncert hall in Durb , v art-, rr. nmd v concert for
» -nro.-r * € var not th-> ur.ual mttem for Durban, but
*for

,cted of violin and e<irv A duetv and °* '>w O mecrotic arias

)f #1ch ("Brnanl, Lrnnnle Involemi” from Verdi V opart

t.o artists my fcarr etsrtrd a t, tc in Durban for music

fron the great jperan; end eli o the practice very comaon

in later years of perfomrre Introi uclcg their on»i.

compositions int > th* “o

A fter a f- we. 1: it ur.

returned to Durban, gave their farewell concert on

18 February ar th r-'urne: to Xritrburg. Arnln they
in the town - lieetre. QOleaon arid :e-m » u,a
T™™WO unfortunate elreuwtar.ceo - the recent death r the A
and the violent thunderstonn on the nlr: ! 'm Rc®
[

< ! N

1 :
1) r<,\L 1 Jn. 1hf . 1o * m 1 intelligence:

rnd Me . it (. flu "

r. an s-ul €cce
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stayed away because of the rather unfamiliar programmes the
visiting musicians brought to the Town. There was still a
strong preference among concert-goera for the old familiar
tlines, and when Mr. Qeor ;e Pull ick gavt* a concert In the
vev MB8onlc Hall In i>ertitner Stvei t on PI April these old
¢)ngt were revived and nearly every me of them was encored.l)
31 e they had planned a tour of the Capo

'h.- Paul Reece dl 1 not return to Surope Immediately.
They were In Dirton at the end if April and advertised a
"musical entertainment" to i * v-n in tt.e Mn onlc Hall on

2 . .
, ) Mri . Reece bang two arl- ¢ in operatic costume.

and !l.r. Birch <mg 1 V.0l . T: e lurge u lence included all

the local musical ce »urltl s. At * e conclusion of the

Local musicians not iienced by v ii'.ng artists,
foraetlmee more gift'd than ‘heme Ives: they were only too
willing to co-oper te with them. iuxygnrth continued to
errnnge his own con erts, “ne of which w e in the Masonic

Hall,ond mrlnly pro r . of x-ulnr e ngs sung uy Hnygnrtu

Dr. Dodds nnd Mr. G It. end fo ir » icro wno were n gr mp o.
glee-Blngere: Menvr. . Fell, Hutchinson, Head and Moxon.

In fact all th" er omers were singers. -r. Onlt. in
addition to being a singer, w,r a great humourist and through
nis humorous monolo u”n, noon bee vF iv 1 u...:

satirist, culling hlmtel f "Mr. ft. > va e

$ ML 6 Aug. ISM. P. n eol. 6. "Mr. Hnygnrtn'a Concert



Tne first theatrlcol company, Mr. Sefton Parry's,
ited Durban in October 1862 and pleyed to large audiences
. NeW Maronlc Hall for a period of two months before
: for Marltzourg. There WM no other public
nterVtinment in thlr year until i and 24 December when

the Durban Ladies' Benevolent Society Exhibition and
Entertainment was held in the same hall.

Haygarth’B v mi >us musical accomplishments included hie
training of the first volunteer Drear band in Durban - tne
Bond of the Durban Rifle Guard, a group o: 16 amateurs.

Their first public ap earence was in the tar et Square un
Ssturtsy 31 January 18' 3, and for eaverHl months afterwards
¢-ay provided moit of tne mueieel entertainment of tne Town,
appearing at concerts and contributing their limited

repertoire of puadrlll'e, galops and w.ltsee to the programmes

.*dch con. lated ".alnly of songs and glees. They played In
public on every pore Vie 0 caslon: on the parade ground,
the Market Square, and at the Races; not only for tae
»tl,faction of providing entertainment Ior the Town, but to
raise money for their Band Fund to cover the cort of
employing Haygarth as bandmaster and Incidental iepelra

to their mujiiCftl inf tr iments.

Two new features were Introduced Into concerts:

one was

. at.
personality of "Lord Dundreary", coaLT - s,
other was the musical dramatic entertainment known as
"Christy Minstrels'', whos.-hurnt” make-up and stn g ~ ~ L ,
T M . 27 Dec. 1862, p. 2. «ol. 5, "Durban Benevolent Society"
0 M. 2 Feb. 1863, P- 2, col. 4, "Durban Rifle Guard".

See p.



vehicle for negro burlesque and, in more serious vein,

a
e ein/ing of the songs of Stephen -oster. A concert
;ich was called "the first of trie ieason", taking place on

\nril 1863 in the Masonic Hall, Included both of these
yeHiesl® and was no well received that it was repeated
gwee<later.
Ttie ,ublic of Durban vupported generously any concert

<n old of charity. On 11 September Haygarth ;.nd St. George

ver. thf two chief artists at a variety concert, the

of *ilch were to oe given to charity. On this
occasion, after eerera' y”nn ' aDfence from the concert
-1-1

‘Watform. Lire. Cui Ltt n ear d and played a piano* duet with

-,er yobng daughter.

Two newcomers to Durban - Robert Parle, a vio’inist and
pupil of Michael Casta, t..e f mous conductor; and I've. Paris,
a pianist and .Ir.ger - periomed at tv:s concert.

variety of mu lc offered, this concert war one ol the most
arbltlous of the ear y days: /garth played the comet and
a young toy, t e son of a dr. itchinson, , * *t'-

drum; Mrs. and Mis Cubitt played a selection of operatic
airs as a duet on the piano” and eight ringrrs nnng me

barcarolle and Chorus ftMr. MaronlelJLa. (Aun>:r). It wm f
greet disappointment to the performers that tn:: ' {1
eeete In the hall were empty, nltl ,gh booked and pan! for
by residents on the Berr» who would not "enc wn.<-. ti.e
prospects of b stormy night"; but there . I~ 1'me

consolation In the newrpBp'r report;

Xx) $y4, 31 Mar. Uv>3, p. < col. b, n A 1In tlie Masonic
Hall T



"Seldom - perhepe never - neve vie hed on
entertainment bo high in it., clcbb and to
nerfect in ita execution". 1)

Havgarth end St. George 7, ve another concert in tne

.tnlC Hr11 or. y October, prct enting a progrtm e with

u-ficient variety to pir 'everyon : aongt , diet:, glees,
, tie "Chr "' instrels" in wrxicli hen “b. St. George,
r-mce an 3lct n were tne nine lpal perlormeri . At this

r.cert, which w i * »r* ice fundi for tne Durban Rifle Guard
* nd. the new ong called "The Durbi n Guard:mar. *§ Song" was
xrg for fie iiret time by k;r. Hutvhineon ind received with
loud cheering. An Jlr. <t. i or ( i1 kt
enterteinlng of nil Durt n ctrge artiste, intended leaving
Town at the end of the year, he gave a concert of hie own
o. 3 Hover: er witr tie I *of the D.R.G. B-ri under Reygarth
really a variety entcrti ment, v th 3hr tty . .i.t i'ls
dancing ant :ir.gir.g negro ' la. : fn,” r* Ste <>orgc p

favourite muelc hall turn which he ca ed "Twenty Minutes

3)
of the Ridlculoue". a t pica sketc: whid dell gated
every r”’.
g.r toe I n 'r. «nd ?'r. . inic,, :i-r.,

tound the Ca- e »nb Hetul. They r ached Durban from

Port Eliza: eth ir February rave two c>nci” t: In the
"County Hnll". Both were nccoim ithed /[inger* !'nd
plenlete. Perhi a for the first tire in I>uit.. Ardi

Waltz Song "II Bacio" ww fung by xB* k- ‘f.'n. ’n d

4) Formerly tie "M-w Mer-r.lc Boll" In Onrdlner Stre.-t.
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npined populer for over bO yeare. Air. Haygarth helped
ith tie accompaniments. The gleea,which were the main
ttrnction in the progreniue. were sung by the regular
puroan gV e singers of this period: Men re. Qlenon,

Hutchinson, Fann, Streo er, Haygarth, and Finlayeon.
m- Flnlavson anng operatic selections (in Italian) from

i Trovator . to the accomy -ninents played by

v A Piatt
LT e K 2)

11 March 1604.

Vbo v.nde hie first concert appearance on

Whether or not Ur. Onlt (St. George") left Durban after
,.£ "farewell" concert It 1b62 cannot Ve ascertained.
mr in Durban in June IBM rnd ap eared at r concert

of songs

made another appearance in the County Hall in Serter.tcr

?or this latter occ, tion he an a Mr. Feunce " r:;:ed a sr.all
-corps dremetlqu” and hetwe-n them produced a few plays in
th. County H.U. A Dr. Lotoll. who had "arrived from Sand
Spruit far thU night only". a,n< r-ome of the Incidental
eonge; end the D.R.O. Band * alio In attendance.

In e: It? of BO ".any r.e. develotrnientr In coho rt

Sert.tl.ee . Ire r acre held In t:,r home,.here they rightly

entertained ISO guertr 1. Mr home In St. AndrewV Street, rnd

had a platform erected for the ni law . Ag'"'""r

. i 4 "Mra. Finlaysen's Concert

I) MU 5 Feb. IBM, p. - %' ' I” yinlnyron'e Second
N.M. 9 Feb. IB64, p. . co * 1l

ConcerT".

2) M . V. Mrr. IBM. P- \ cola. M . nnlayaon'a

Ginceri".

3) 21 June IBM, P« 3, col. advfrt. A

4) 18 Oct. IBM, P. y A T:,,itricnls

MM. 22 Oct.. IBM, P* 3,col. i,



162

3irgeIL’ MeBuPi. V.. H Evann, L. Taylor, Fell and Gamble,
vo iftter formed them, elvea Into a "Madrigal Society" oang
'eee Mr. Longhurct gave a aolo on the cornopean (cornet),
platt played the pianoA and Meaura. Haygarth, Hutchinson,
Street-'er, Fann, Eaatvrbr «ok, and Mm. Eaaterbrook sang fsonga
N ceruses, one of which v,;a from Handel ’a hern Ian. Yet
tilgg{/JV'V rt wtv. mainly light ,and Inloimal, the host himself
contributing two comic tonga.

Wits B Eir '* n population ol over vei 0, Durban inurlc—
were looked forward eagerly to the day wtien larger choirs
-+ -°t be for .i:d to nf mf t )Pt it le and . lec -. ve the
performance of none )f t: e w-ll-k!, >wn oratorios. Maritaburg
had led the way by giving excerpt, from Handel’s hepplah in
t e Cathedral ea;l)y in January 1»m4, with B choir of between

U) end 40 voices. In Durban first choral concert of

meimllBr magnitude took ;lace on 4 April 186h when, unc.er

the auspices of the Dv.rb n nevol'-nt lociety, Vr. Ire Hirst
conducted a choir of 50 v ices in Met re. lackrood and
Covper'e Store in We.t Stre t. The first part of the

concert con, isted of excerpts from Handel *a hesuijiil nr-a

Mendelssohn'i Elijah, the haxinoni -im v 1 A ‘
being the subnti tut#) f >r the orchestra. Tiie . cond | r o
the progranx: e consisted of songs, instrume
selections played as duets f > the 'd,r*V'rl 1lut,ee

On 13 April 1606 Mr. Perl Kletser, « cellist, gavea

See p. 10
S) N.Y/. 8Jan. 3.664, p. 5, cole. ,4 .0

=) M . 6April 1" 5. F.col. 4. "ornnd Amateur Concert*



(Oncert in tne County Holl. Xletzer was among tne first
f tne many music Ilms who come to Durban with n "European
IUtet.ion". He had been one of the mur tclans at the court
tne King of Hanover and had travelled al'i over tne wcrid
Tiving concerts. On taia occasion he played selections of
Onerntic airs, and concluded hie prograr:: e with hie own
Rerpngf::'Int of "Tne L tat Rise )f Sura er", delighting his
cadience with an imit-iti )n of the ta gplpes. There were
?ther novel tl a- in t ie -rogramr e - a trio for three cornets
ri a rolo on the althorn (I.e. an alto saxhorn).

The first company of profeovlonal Christy Minstrels

reached Durban in October IB 5 after a tour o' the “astern

Cope Province. Of tn company tr.ree, C rles Ste le,
Barry Leslie and J.R. Tayl r. t In t-nam d, Taylor, claimed
to te the only .urvivin m ' r the origin 1 CnriHty

Hinetrelp from 472 Broadway, Hew Yurx, who were formed into
e com any in 1 42. Chrirt Mlnutrels had t "n popular a

over the world lor nearly a generation and in that time had
evolved from the nore part-singing of a .i .<r veri orm
with Mac ene' free , inti n grand burlesque of negro oddities

k:oit 400 |- ile crammed t. = old V.aar >lc H *A1'¢ tne

Royal Hotel on 6 October to re< and hear these three nignly

cellist; V:'Lie a slngT end dancer; v - > H 11,v
f.ey vIBited Marltzburg, gave a far ier!or .nnn<,e
aoneeon’o Masonic Hall in Field 2 et, and ncn returned

to Capetown *n route lor Auaf”’e MHe

The only regular musical entertainment In To«n 1"rlng

Concert".
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we8 the playing ttie D.R.G. Bon< v.wice weekly in
0 Uprket Squ:-i‘e; it the year 1866 > ved the pub Ic
e

unprecedented variety oi concerts starting with one
an
ven in Jonsson'o Mnronic Tinll in Field Gtree' or;
rmunry again under the auspices -if the Durban '“nevo ient
,t vty,for which the Durb n Madrigal Society ana tne
eir. Of Durban provided a programme of operatic selection*
Noov!' . Tiv.s :r > have t>«en the !'lrat ti ie in Durban that
fie words of the . mgs were print' d on the programmes.
Variety entert in ent % re arr r ed by Mr. St. Geor.re,
jmd as a result of the widespread approbation accorded to
f satirical fun in hie "Twenty minutes of the ridiculous’',
thli act grew Into "Two hour, with Mr. 3t. George's Scrap
Book" combining narrative, anecdotes and songa - all
connected with topics ,I' local Interert. At one or his

ei/ertalnments on 1G May he secured tne assistance 0l

He,garth who shortly after, rds went on a musical tour of

‘)
buth Africa.

June being one the drier (end therefore more reliable)
tenths for concerts there were ev r : In

if money, engaged tne services of the Durban Madrigals for
i concert In Mr. Snell's new store In West Street. Newcomers

to Durban nr de their de ut ere, Mrs. Kyvle. r.ts. Soyd,

eccompt nled on the ,,lano.°l.y hie > % v t, "
the Durban Cr. .mi Union vr their :m : ¢ ' N n‘ Jo

e cone rt ,p1 in Jon - >n ¢ e tha nrogramme ir in
in eid 0f the Berea Church. A 1
the Old Houoe Mureurn, Durden. f
Scrap Book". 3ra

I ~» "Tiie Week’s Nev/r
8) &M. y June H "o col, "



onic Hfill in Field Street. Lloet of the tickets were

alimentary to tne n.enbert of the Society enb their friends.

n.e nrograinme consisted of gle« e, songs, psrt-rongo and
cpfl' Towardt the end »f June the Durbin Literar
ChOFUPper. W Y Y Y
cty celebrated tueir second ann v- wary by holding a

Soireell in Sn<-'!'t new.tore In Wert Stre t, Instead

lr tI  Kev Court louve at rigin 1lly intended. Besides

the pongs, glees, plano”roloe, there * s n party of glee
rr lal"1 If lev) who ad tern train d by Mr. I att, with
yr. ire Hirst as accom eniet. Tne programme also included

tuo dramatic . etche. nd the pen -nuance >f a ventriloquist.
On 31 Augutt the Durban Choral Union gave .>iruar. a

firrt fairly complete per or mce >f Hand<1'e illi 1i;

jon8, m's Us, onic Hall, with Mrr. Kajtcrbrook,

h0.,, r, wnf too ~.r ltloa, ,n under*, ting for ,o mall and
In*xperl«nced , group > - -r- . - «'m the concert wee not
,nh,lder.4 . eucce, .! TheS.,ere, » monlc Society proved

themeelver to he more rifted mu, Ictene .hen they geve e

private performance of the r-nme *or». on e<eees! A*
70 people. The choir f IV volc-r wHO led by Hr. fU.tt who
4)
acconr *nied th”r. on th* han " tni'i, i.
"Penny Rending, ", very popular In Engl," "< tlwe™*
were first triad In Durban on Am-.

2) NjJ4. Z July 1166, p. 4» col * '

Men Un".

4 27 Dec. 1b.,"'-, P' 4, '™ .r.rt -'. u- imes



1)
g ynl-ert Heyf Bullsings, West Street. They beeerne bo

puli,r triBt meetings were held every week, upuelly on e
Trxirsany evening. Perhaps their popularity was due to the
ct that they beeait’e Inl'ormal concerts, the readings being
alternated with songs or - I<es. Two prominent citizens,

h. Gillespie and hr. E. P. Lamport, were regular members
Sreti: 5F the weekly "Reapinga" were devoted entirely to

ic. pf£, for itattnce, on H Aug. 1"V when the Durban
Madrigal Society sang "jolly ton ,, love songs, seasonable
-onga. Bailor tdi-o , soldier son.s, solemn sonce, a hymn and
an ode from Horace".

T.0 iinllar "cultural" ocletl- a were formed at thie

time: the Durbtr Y ung Kr, A -oc ntlon nd the Presbyterian

Ltterery Society; ev-ch -olding weekly meetings wild "res.clngs
and nrueic. Yet a striving for cu ture wlr. not a’lwf-ys tue
immediate objective. T .e incentive for arranging informal
evening entertainnents was somel lir.ee "l If ' I r

worthy object of suilUng r new hull. It wat through

eernest endeavours of this kind thr- .11 1 ¢ of

village of Syd-’ithnm managed to make enough money to pej 101

the Syaenhe.m Hell'; lor which purpose s concert was held In

renlnr of thlr hell In Jenuery 18W, end the enthuelssm of
the Sydenhnm residents , or ,1 kinds of culture I Improvement,

concerts were errmged end Durhen uslclone Invited to moke

the journey of eeverel miles, usually on horiv-- :-j 1f tl,e
1) M. 2 Aug. 1866. p. 2. =o0l. 4. "Penn, Heading,See p.ll,
DM . 17 Aug. 1867. P. 2. col. ». "Entertainment by the

Durban Madrigals".

3) See p. 171

4) N*M. 22 Dec. IB66, p. e co’* 4f """ Con<'er



.k clear and the moon mil many joined the party.
night was

of concerts were arranged oy the Sydenham Mutual
“rovement Society. For one of them held on 16 July 1867
1COr te accommodation for th< horrea was provided in the
form °F 1 large ahed erected near the hall. The

.~rti. ement in the newspaper promised a pleasant ride on

tnl ht night a an incentive to the people of Durban to

pUend” It wat, in fact. very well attended in spite of

o prograittne which offered nothing more intererting than a

3

, the lending pen m litter in Sydenham was Mr. .ra Hirst,

, very auccev.etul music-dealer in Durban. He usually played

the plenV or sang; or presided at their meetings.

The late 1860s wen years of remarkable musical program

in Durban. Throughout 1867 the D.R.G. Band played three

times s week In the % net Square (then known as the

*Vown Oeriene") nnd nr8U.t,-4 -t v-irloue concert, until the

ier.tr. >f their trnlner an' cor. ''tor, .r. .. L. -nrr

on 8 «»y 1867. During the enme y- r the m.e

20th Regiment and the 99th Regiment pl-ored frequently In

-utile. kr. 3t. George c -.tlnued .1th hie variety
entertainment, both In Durban nn< Unrltzburg. On 60 April
In Joncaon'a Hall he Introducd Mb own company of "StMorlnn

klnetrela” It a re. "pantomime ballet" entitled "The Startling

b

called a "Drawing-Room Sntertaln. V becnu. r oi Un 3)

Informalitye The D.R.G. Bnnd played during the u.tervn”

T m . 1= .ulT 1~ T T eol. 4. "Sydenham Concert".

3) 18 April 1667, p. % col* 11 n(lverl*



The Sacred Harmonic Society received very generous
ise fr-m all quarters. Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Churchill

re gtill the noat and hostess for these private concerts.
0 9 July 1967 a concert, consisting mainly of excerpts from
Wind**!1® Mecslah and Haydn's The Creation, wae given in
jieegrs. Clarke a id Pulleyn'e Store in West Stre-'t to a
delect" audience of about 100.

This was also Vie period of l1llualoniBtB, ventriloquists,
m R 'lane and stunt performers who arrived in Durban as
"nr-'feeeora" of their peculiar art, supplementing their
6v3WS with a concert sufficiently serious in character to

be more than background music. A plan'ft. a cornet-player

and a few singers might be asked to assist. Pro essor

Ulnaond, who«« marnthon faeta or walking backward, aroused

such interest in the Town, gnve leadings from Shakespeare
Saturday evening at the "Free and Kaey mheld in
y. Leech's West Snd Hotel'! «r. 3. Pollock providing the
music st the piano. - perhaps in the style ' the .irs.
concerts in the early Durban inns and taverns.
The Pousaard-Be.lley Company made a four year "grand tour
of the British Poaaeaalona in the Rest, ant then came
South Africa early in 1867, making an extensive tour which
included the sen ports and the larger towns of the interior.

They arrived in Durban at the end of the year and gave their

first concert on 1 January 1866. This was « variety
entertainment with aonga sung by Amelia .'all (e
and Florence Calzado (contralto ; ,n-1 vlollT1
music adapted from well-known ooerne ’ ®

ATITITIW uly 1867, p. 2. col. 6. "Private Concert".

2) See p. 24.

z) &M. 17 Oct. 1867, p. !¢ col, 1’ "V
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Horace ]f:)r{lul.rjsard, who hug received hiB mui.lcnl training at

le Prri3 Oonaervntoire. In all ttvy ravu rive concerts

- eruary Included tti< *r >r:. rice or an operetta In Love
waltz. (Amourcux d’une Vale).

y p-H.O. Band -urvlvt-A ttv f’n ncial crlsln of 1807

the pullie culacribfd enough money to pay the Band-

, twice or even thro-- ti .ea week and on public

..,1A,,v6, oec8i.tr ft-ly tntr.'uctn-: ti.e -lee. M»t novelty of

The heavy rt ns» e-d seri >u- floodt -n X# -

Sscred Hermonie Society t, at. eteerpta from ioyon't

h,,U gf the Verulea Kounted Rifles, but as the roads were

e0 bed neither pcrforaen nor auc

Another co: o rt to :a h-1d in th- n Schoolroom adjoining

the Botanical Gardens) In “ov m d °rt

because of th- h—vy rn ns.

the beat com oeers", nevernl of ihd - [
6
part.)
The year 1668 cloned with two very succe. mful eor-rri.
OomriRny3r p.
Trie composer is u? nov.n. a

5) R IU T50V. 1868. p. 8, col. = ar«



n variety entertainment in the old Mosonic Hall
one w3

ghitn Street; and t ie other a concert of Sacred Music in

ne presbyterian Church Field Street, when tne Sacred

Hfinnrde Society sang excerpts from t ie oratorios no tney
, 15ne nt Verulum; and tie Durban Madrigal Society sang

£>10le< Some >f 1 U ia:ridersof trv Intter Society had

ngp), Mies Munro <soprano), Mr. V. Swift (tenor) and

jpr. Strecker (baritone).

At the end of 1366 tie hall in Field Street, which wee

jrifinally Jons; on't th n Palmer’s, became part or the

eetabliehment known as ”Oe rge Hou<htingk Hotel", and was

i%7ed ae wHou>*V-ting*t ML ical Hall ' oy the Amateur Serenaiere,

a group of "negro® minstrels who gave a vocal ”“nd dramatic

entertainment tnere on 61 Dece . er 17 ;. A few weeks later

the same hall war used oy Messrs. Jack Hilton and Sleeman

who gave several Concerts ' th character songs, readings and

dramatic sketches! Wore important than boughtmg'e Hell

inDuroan’mm .rical Urtory is "Mr. Arnold’s lar”e room" in

pine Terrace, lat»r kr. jwn nr tne rrafalgnr :1 11. " 'n

23 Kirch 1 ¢« the muclciani of Dur? :n aaspr.u I"d -1 Five

benefit concert to Mr. Barron and his two sibt-rr wno n d

decided to return to Sngland after the disbanding of the

500 people. T ore who too part were: tne D.K.<>"an"

2) See p. 23
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(pleyin® fOv the last time in puolic), Mrs. Louch,
pleyin

) Tgl%m'tone, ;jlra. Wheeler, Mra. Harrieon, Miaa B. Holland,
jrs. vC°lu

narron M..a/r\l . Hoffman, Louch, Hirst, Swift,

) Sinclair,
Hies Bon

9

garron ond Platt.

GhriBty MlInatreli were ev. -0>u' r us ev *r. One company,

Steele, Norton. Raynor, t ured the Gape Colony for

% ,Ir moit accom llahed lurlcian wav Mr. Steele (the only

®enber of t ;e original cy.»my which vi.ited Durban four

. ra before) who wav, a pianist and o cellist,

freuently included in tneve entertainments' a performance 01
vAndelraotcVe Pianoforte Concerto In 1. minor.

The second big concert of the year 1069 was held in the

3

7 ere were a- nit 40 perform,-fa who had rehearsed twice a week

in the County Hall (which h 1 oeccw e a store belonging to

1

oratorios, an instru; extnl ~u rtft 1 “r comet, flute, Aee Ic

hamonlum; and eon/s and glees sung by the Madrigal Soclet,;

ut it was ret,er t.o seri s for most of the people who,

one of t , audience grew r, tlve. and either repeatedly

demanded encores; or expressed dlsnppr .vU aiv-.ing or by

pepelBtently renting time . 11% £ 'r
fie, culturB1l wcletlet were ' .ng formedIn Durban at

till? time. Tnc Durban Young Wen'3 Aaaoclutl m.. Id " ‘ulnl

1 A "Local and General

NM. 13 April 1869, p. 2, col. "

b

3) M. 37 July V,,u. p. .% 001. "Krlday Bvenlng'a Cone,-a



) in ttie Council Ciiamoer in West Street, which
meetinbD

fletintefl took the form of rendingp and glee-singing. The

>N ®« 1,tutuni Iruuroveraent Ai oociation held similar
Young

jjjAé%* public Readings interspersed with a few songs

re held for the benefit of the Durban juniic in the Council

ChftHIDer. Literary associations were started in several of
* A churches in the Town, ich nrran/lng regularly, end
frequently, cultur-1 evenings to which the public were

,ntited. The orocedure at these gatherings hardly varied:

fr.e ie who wia asked to preside as chairman for the evening

announced each Item and introduced e,ch performer; 1t was

customary for him to esc>rt the la lea from the body of the

audience on to the platform; and usually a few well-known

singers were asked to contribute to the programme of the
evening.
Of these societies the most vital eus the "Dun-nn

tastear Miscellaneous Entertainment Society' which originated

,1th the visit of Mr. and liar. D'Arcy Rend » 10 came to

Durban In August 1861 and with the asel!stance of amateurs *

performed DIltdtn'n opera The Wst.ICm In HoUjhting’s Hall.

One of there mtenn. war Mr. H. A. Greene who started a

aeries of entertainment, called "The Amateur Miscellaneous
Entertainments" which were to 'e liter,

dramatic. This venture began with the for atlon of a group

of "Ethiopian Serenades" (after th» style of the Inn sty
Minstrels) from t,e available loo talent, and benefitted

from the guidance and encouragement of m’Ar-''v gend nlmself.

See p. 170



*H* nernoei 6 of tid b Boclety tnere came into existence

prom
A e Durbnn Amateur Band", a gr )up of wind playeru conducted

yv. Hutchinson - the only amateur bond in Durban to take
tvP place of the now defunct Band of the D.R.Q. By
T mry 1870 the new .oelety Had -iven nix -uulic entertain-
,,ent8, some in Houghtlng’r Hall, nnd others in the Council
-..rev. Nearly all of the; a were dramBtic sketches with
eecidentol eon s, piano?no”os, and pievet played by the new
Arnteur Band. Ut is!ly every pro' amme connieted of two

, Wit

Kerch % 70 this Society dt-c dr-d to reconstitute itcelf as

.6 "Durban A .atear Dreiaatlc Club 1, to give dramat ic
'merfofranncer during the winter month;. T;r a.d tv. \cth
functioned until t.e **nd of March, ar Isted, as they had been
oeiore, by their A ateur Band whi h, bet g overburdened with
brass, continued to nro'uce nattering noises. When the
new society started its activities in April the Band was
called upon to play the incidental music to some or the plays,
and occasion. . on/s were contributed by Me .ra. C. Streeter,

Scott, Moxon, Hutchinson, or ry tne mans er of the Society,

"r. X A Str er." The t, ,lcml c oncert of thisperiod was.

therefore, a combination of music ':' "y

programme usually consisting ¢ sor./s, ¢

plai.f6ér /:oe, violin - or more jften - (lute «>*>»{ <avh

item being separated from to DT *

3ee p. s ]
General".

O . 18 Mny 1870, p. 2. col. 3. I-oea
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roprlt't® readings or reelt tlone, rhttier In the manner
tne "penny Readings" wldch started four years earlier.
An important mujicnl event In 1870 WOE the visit of
t Llrnnda - Harper Company who came to Durban via
M ritMf'Urg after a tour of the Cape. Tne members of the
company were Madame Leffler (contralto), Madame Miranda
rirrt (soprano), Mr. David Miranda (tenor) and
Henry Harper (cellist). All advertised themselves as
««ving achieved some dirtlrctlan in th” concert halls of
?iripe: Miranda Hivv' had ung t ’h< State Concerts at
3uc 'inghnm Palace and at the Cry t I Palace; Madame Leffler
bad been principal contralto at Covent Garden on.
n. frr.er Hill; Dt vi«l Mir nda had been a. soclated with
both Co/ent G rder, and Drury L ne; and Hr.ry H rper a
bolo cellist at Covent Garden and principal cellist in
Alfred Mellon*e Promenade Concerts. ..« a itw

balled concepts, but made h t.ry by introducing opera to

Durban in a stage performance il Verdi v L-— In
tue Trafalgar HE(Il on 12 July i rro! The company tried to
polve the problem of pleading tne ' > - D1

comoining opera and m ballad coi.c< -- ir o !

entertainment; or as the Durban Amateur ML!c->Unneoav
Entertainments S)Ciety, nd the Durban Amateur Dramatic

Club hav done hy combining murlc and drama I* n PolntahV

fern. in their farew, n nerfornnnce on S July they devoted

tne first part 0i tiV concert to ”II'V Ofcr.nucBa

second to a port! ,n of Verdi'r o.era n j* tgore. but

owing to the illness of Madame Miranda : rut

i6 juVy P. i. =»ie- 3’4- miverti 3eB r'd

Y See p,14%
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,fort+f were the two 'Vr*nd f hi >n bio u certr." in the

nrafqlfar Hall on 1b ;nd 26 July 1 70, when they added even
variety to thir wurogramiaeB by including gleea and
;rigu'lB.Z) In Aijjruvt 1 70 h<nry arper and Madame Leffler
(s nvl,er) colla orator with and Ur8. D'Arcy Head
in producing some very aucceuv.ful drn iatic and musical
Atertainmente in th Trafalgar Hall. With this a ,parent
-- t ir. the original Miranda- lar- er Company in October,

S Lri Mrs. Litvr.da, a:t: 1t my >e:.1 m -t 1ce, turned

*_jeir attention to oroducl rerett~a in the Trabil -

Amateur effort, were :.)t in v 1 7 discouraged by thee3

their new church in Mercury Lane the fbrnrregn* local c:u:r
gave a concert of v Ikctiona froi:. . y-a .1*Crea.Ujn,

This too',- place In the Preahytenl « Shirch in -le*d Street

mmder th, direction of Mr. S. A. Platt. Hot long nfte-wards
th, new Congregational Soh o room In Mercury Lone hooame

wallahle for either eoncerta or tue loee Ze~ -> p

e 4 advert.

CT. 3.pt. 117 . '« SN

Oongregotimal C urch, Dir t It
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itini' military bandv couli Bnetimet nr >duce nther

. 1 entertain nt be. Id a, their v-:ular oi m-t ir concerts
nttsicll

vhree ev nin . a vwa< in 1ie .'own Orrdenc. In
two A

sk L .. :
rarit2Du.r£E th-"* tr >opo ot itinner nt Knrt i;:mier had their own

?he- rtlv.o he tl1 )Ir own flee club or madrigel group, end

t: the Civilian D0 ulation 1li the City relied on the

- X.rban in July 1- 5 ave Vul <concert on 30 December
t:e Trafalgar Hell with nil th v riety tt which Durban

awhenoee had lreon'- nceuetol- - on. ., ieer, corr.et .iolos,

Christy in trelv, id urle. <;e; an 'c u >f tnir

they played regularly in the Town Ardens and at charitable

o8B the Diamond ".eld. . « attended by more than 600

She member, of the 52nd Herlment cont-lbutei to the meet

regular of ti.e Town enterti.lre: nt. at ': m erl0,;: the
Penny aeedlr, which were held every Friday In the na-ly-bul It
talent found e platform. Ser y n " L.

InedvlaeMllty of mn'ving ovnll”*le to the conm.unlty no «

whole each inexpenolve ..ntertnlnnvent became clear to M., ,

themaelvee ,o0,n bece.ee oubaldlery to the concert — W

°i3nd Re; Im® nt".
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rich proved to oe ttie grer.ter attraction, and eeveral

ujideeirabies (mainly youtha) gained admlet Ion. Interruptlone

became eo frequent that the preelding chEvirman waa often
riiged to cloae the proce dingf. To moke cure of a more
ec,lect audience admie. ion v.t.k by ticket obtainable during
,.¢ week, on application; but -hen thie failed to keep

-w,y it. rowdier element the Penny Readings were graced with

e name of "?rid ,y Concertprt, md the orice of pdmleelon

Wf rmlred to 1/6. For varied yet predoi inantly aerloue

entertainment the;e cor rente were rone of the moat aucceaarul

the day. With fi vourat le weather proepecte pb many ee
400 people might be present.

During Kebrunry nni 1 rch 1871 liTger (and noleler)
crowd, flocked to R store Rt tne lower ( ’SnEt 2nd") of
Wect Street to eee R new drnmRtlc stunt devised ty
Ur. D'Arcy Heed. This wrs the “Spectroscope", a large sheet
of plate glass with the aid of which he manipulated light
and shadow eo cleverly tr.at he v -ed the Illusion of
moving spectres. Indeed. Mr. Head's “ghoatology" became
the talk of the Town. and Interested tne Indian community
for whom special performances were arranged. The more

serious part of the show war the musical background ot

excerotc from Oounod'a bung by a company of so-called

"imperBonBtorB", end when, nt or-* ;i1 H. 1 *

5

exuberant members of the audience stamped their feet In time

stopped ploying nnd rebuked their r-vei ly

- "Locnl nnd General”.
1)

Newe”

2) 4 July 18VI, P. 2, col. 6, "rhe ,;oh. crt".

3) NOI. 11 Feb. 1971, p. 1» col * 1 sdveit*

4) M - 11 March 1871. 2, col. b, "Locnl nnd Generf



Dissolving views (mnrlc lantern ehowe), PIBO drew
Arge crowds. A Mr. Stocqueler Introduced hie "diorama"
t0 Durban. To make hie performances livelier he told Jokes
6nng 0 few songs, tnd Mr. Gorge Pullock provided the
re8t of the incidental music m the pianoforte.

In the years 1370 and 1371 the adventurdub were still

Aelng attracted to the Diamond Fields. Men left their
Tralles to go iroepecting. Some returned with or without
the large fortune the: hs 1 hoped to nuv'e. A few died,

l-,vint: tnclr families In Durban with Insufficient means of

support. A certain Thomst 2111s was one of the lees fortunate,

2d t0 relieve tne distressing plight of his bereaved family
the Trafalgar Hall warn engaged for a benefit concert on
7 September 1371, r.t whi<*h about 600 people were prevent;

it *8¢ also toe memorable occasion on which two newly-formed

ouslcal societies - tne Instrumental Union and the Orpheus
Society - made their first ublic appearance.
Benefit concerts were very well patronized. "lie ut Htn

of Mrr. M. J. McKen, the first curator of the Botanic lardene,
»rR the occasion for mdemonstrattm o. u’ro.vy
widow and U illy. Again all available musical resources in

Durban were called upm for , concert In the Trafalgar Hall.

the Duroan Amateur,,, the Ornheu, Society, M,d a number of
soloists. The fluccepi' ot the ev -r.ing * p t" 11 Aan

marred only by the "topping of -water rattle o *JIJ'A

unrolled befor* the wpectntorB.

3) NC 8 Sept. 1871, p. % co * 1> »" > ~ 'rt



tte back of the nail wnere reireehments ere being served.

Wgn at this concert tuot Mr.% P. Lamport - parodist 1in
hi3 t"pare time - was greatly applauded for a performance of”

oWi vereion or the ring "God blese the Prince of Wales".

The Point and Sydenham, ootli ouiltitng up their :wn

d life, needed on occaelon t ie assistance of the Town

vt, ; Bnd musical societieswhen a concert waa given.

T. P. Jamesla "spacious newiron store" at the Point wae
= ; for a concert on J3 Pebrui ry 18/2, and transport
.. n.ernente were made with the Natal Railways for taking the
vi dtors In special trucks "prope led by Kafir power" to and
fror, the Point. 9yd-nham, described in these daya as a
riral village, w e nr. re Isolated com:unity than the Point,
but progressive In all its nurlcal und”rla inge. Co certs
were given in the Sydenham Hall (which stood on what la today
, vacant stand at t.-,e comer of Randles Soafl and Speaman Roed)
rod thoe. .ho organised th-t eou,:ht the help of musicians In
Tom .ho came .tlllngly. If the night happened to be
stormy the visitors arrived late. Some concerts In sM of
the newly-formed Sydenham Institute .ere held In the
Songregatl mal Schoolroom In Mercury Lane. Uncertainty of
people manared to reach Town In spite of adverse weather
conditions, the noise of rain on an iron roof was enough to
mar the efforts of the performers. However, under these
difficult circumstances the conoe ' of September took place.

Sydenham musicians making the six mile Journey Into Town.

1) & & 18 May 1872, p. S,cols.4.6. '"Ti e ych»n Concert

) . "The Point Concert".
2) N.G.27 Feb. 1872, p. « CO1* 1 ,Trie Foint Concert".
k..v. 27 Feb. 1872, P* 00i.

b
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Tn. *rumentnl Union (cometimes called the Orchestral
i

Ur.ion) now . **mented by a double-bass and a piccolo, tne

The

Aurbrm Amateurs, the Orpheus Society, and some of Durban’s

t ec'rer and Ira Hirst) oil made their contribution to the
5r » .2)
prognnmnie.
X ay I»72 t..e Penny Readings were given another trial

the Congregational Schoolroom. The price of admission

WK rPiped to 3d, tne avowed purpose of those gatherings
s

eing to instruct the ymth of tne Town.S) The meetings were

t on Thuraday evening and proved to be as popular ae they
-d been a year before. Tore who were interested were
given the opportunity of making their first platform
appearance #f renders, singen . dt instrumentalieta. tusic
«a8 still the main attraction at these gatherings. The
Durban Amateurs and Inatrx ental Union, made their
cjntrlbutlon from time to tl:.e. Ur. S. P. Lamport, .till
popular ar a ringer of comic ronga, =«"« regularly and at the
Hat of tne aeries f>r 1872 oDllged the company with one of
hi. own Bongs of -1-’ven ver.e. called "The Song of the Bluff

4)
Lighthouse .

Prom 31 Hay 1072 the Durban Amateur Band mnde n regular

appearance every fortnight m Friday evenings, or Saturday

afternoon., to play in the Town Wardens. Tuey nl.iye.t tne
standard music for military bands: march.., dance times,

and operatic selection., and ter r.rlly e,Joyed a popularity
*hlcl, evoked the generous suggestion e 1 "]

») M . 16 Way 1872. p. % col. «. Heading.".

4) K~*. 12 Dec. 1872. p. 8. col. 6. V n 'm _.hading.
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flopted db a Borough Institution, and, presumably, receive o
.jitflde BUDSidy. But vi Iting bands always gave a better
.. Mofvy of musical pr >ficlenoy, anti the local amateurs were
Ayientarily forgotten when the Band of the 7bth Regiment

.t Maritzburg movad down to Durban in August and gave’a
,,-Cert In the Trafalgar Hall with their own glee club.

Sar y In 1173 Mr. J. V. Haygarth returned from hie tour
3f the Eastern Cape Province and the Diamond Fields having
eaTied for hi self n reputnti n a ? singer ;f comic . mgs.

, firgt aublic appearance after his return to Durban was
st the Congregational Schoolroom )n 7 February in a "Drawing
Sooo Entertainment" given under the patronage of the Mayor. *
Kaygarth’s two sons, WIV lam and Fm nk, each sang a few songs.
?or the . *'ond Drying Room ft.tert 1 eent on 19 June Haygarth,
assisted oy his two young Rone, and the Orchestral Union
hired the Trafalgar Hall. Haygarth resumed his earlier
musical activities in Dmb n by taking over the training of
the Durban t-rteur Band whose fir.t and most distinguished
. praranc under t e new conductor was nt the ban-uet given
in July to elcome the Governor Sir Benjamin Pine, when, with
a group of fin, era ca'led the ”Dir: > Wi~nin , tuey A

On 22 A rll 1373 the Orchestral Union and the Dor bon
Amateurs combined to give a concert In the Trafalgar Hall

under the patronage »f the previous Governor Art.aay Kusgrave

See p '. L6

3) M . 1 Feb. 1873. p. ». col. 1. "Loe.l ond (Vmorpl".

sbd Colonial". Ser p.if'

3ir B. C. C. Pine 1.0. U.
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wdd aib wife. The programme which opened with the Overture
jheetral Union,

compr*A mainly eon”e and glees and finished long after

1 p

urce 0f annoyance to tl. >pe wrio uxd far to travel home.

.vtr .-or those who had ..hurt distances to go the poor street
Ughting was hardly conducive to com;ortnole progress on a
jr.- night. On less formal occasions encorer were demanded
3ver and over again from go) ill r Bingen who found themselves
fit the mercy of their audience. When the Congregational
TiturBdey Readings of 1472 were burdened with this embarrassing
-.tuation the presiding chairman adopted the strong line of
dlEftllowing encores.

The first of the 19"3 Congregational fortnightly
entert.Imnente wee M 14 on Friday 6 Augu-t « en the Dorban *
X-at-.ire provided moat of the murleal Items on the progranine.
At the second concert of th» eerier there were so ''"ny rowdy
reople in the nudl-nce that It w,e necersary”to adjourn the
nesting at an early et-ve In the oroceedlnga. A fter this

hnpleasant Incident meetings were held on Thursdays thereby

eociec letters aj;,peered In the papers complaining about bad
manners at concerts. But one correspondent who signed

nlmself "Planter" criticised the Congregall un i entertainments

with merciless contempt; from which It might well be Inferred
that the standard of rending and *oxor '

d JUZ. 7 Aug. 1878, p. $* c0’1 " KV:nln‘
SntertslnmentsIL (

4) 23 Aug. 1873, p. 3, "ol. 6, 'Wea' !
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thPt of Lhe mu. ical perronnnnceti,

"A more pitiful, meagre entertainment could
not poeeinly have been placed beiore an English

The loot of the. e entert'Inmenta took niece on
19 Dece er 1 73.

If at any time a ch>Ir f 50 “*r ,0 performers could be
mustered t..e temptation w. to perfnm the choral excerpts
;jom the .ett.er- VAH >r>.torloa, t it nt t«i. ti .e ouch an
t'nterprlee wa. or itle 5L «.t n ti. tc mrche: . On
23 Decerner 1873 trie Pren yterlan church crtolr, with the
peristance of tr.e D.r. an A a.tears ¢ t ie Orchertral Union,
cerforned an el borate n It ouo rogram e from the
1-1:<6 of ' In az c rt. Thl. wap such e success
tnat it was ru erted a .iil nr ¢ ncert might be given in
the Nevaear.z) 7 ere is. «ever, no record that such a

: ncert to c* .

The ChristyMI’ trelr were me in Natal in the early
oart of 1 4; n tthe ear ter con > >f 1865, but another
called the rt;i rvey-Dou icrty-Le. 1e- 'raham .linetrelr under
the mnrv **rvr.t o0 1. H rvi-. 7 "., 1" 1ti ; other
con onlee wo rou"e! the -antry, ¢ lined to be both
celebratedH end of the "original®* mlnatrels started cy t'.e
Christy Brothers In tn- U.S.A. T v c xnpmny opened in the
Trafalgar H11 in March 1174 and i lined in Town for anout

« month. The had at leapt 1 >or wmw>d =ingers; me >t waom
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,ian a cellist and another a violinist, loth cfinable of

)

was

resenting a serious instrunientnl promt' tie. The comic

.2 x) element W:;. a.upali -d 7 the tIr ing and "stump orations"
Harvey and Dourherty. irlermie wa; cor on to all negro

"instrel troupe.. but with tt-i Com? <iy It v. . the >ariaroue

grand opera, tlv- o >erat taat came in Tor special treatment

m* XL LL:-LIL 'w Hr! (' Ife), ! Sonnar/tula (/«mllini),

ti “rnvr.torc (Verli) end Tip- Ir: - - l;ichen of
W°--mbfich). The >r tori ouitoncert-goeri- In Durban were
growing tlr Mi >f lacV &4 o< ! (C'- . n* ro turleeque, and

Wen it wae realised that thii company was capable of more
?eriouB effort; Ir. the r.uaicel line, for th,»lr farewell
concert tl&ey were rc lues ted tomake the generous concession
0Of 8 earing for once 1t lei at wit:, white facet . Leslie
ilth hie superb singing (he had a vagnlflcent vocal range

well into the r ’.to rec. i. t-r) nd a-Halted t e congregation

tr.r* ny R- r li veth" *r H ' "' Ahl » ACC 'sra.lngl:

the far-well cor cert to %e ce on 1 A ri'. T < proarnna.e

1-6 Slide up of la?” s, si s "t , trios - H:*t'.y vocal,
Vloior.-

*1th  :lor f A ;0 vi ilin.

il

Prom Ja.uary 1974 Hrygarth arrnnged more "Drewing-Room

many that a chnrae of 4/- for admls ion wan rnth»r hign in

eooparlson with the Inexpensive fortr :.g itly c uioort.- at. the

Congregational Schoolr >om V:lll 1 elV

charge 6/ ; out for local entertainment prices hod t> come
1) Tte M rl-ew “which unui-ly "
P*rt of the mlr ntrel < t Tt tlr =

2) See p. p.IP.

tealle-Braham ..-rv ‘re It 'e
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4oWh unleee tne concert w-a for a charitable part e. At
tnie period Inexpensive amateur musical entertainments were
-cin® offered to the public. Th< Congregational Church
rc uried the annual aerie, of popular concerts on 27 June 1874,
anj the Durban Young Hen'i Ai.oociatlon held a montrly concert
r the Alivnl Street Schoolroom. One of the moat Impreealve
there amateur concerto waa held In the Congregational
Schoolroom on 28 July 1874 to rrlae funds for the re-rooring
> the native c-choolriom at Ir.-nda. It war organized by
M. W Pearce, Mr. 5. A. Platt v i th< "conductor", and the
evening's entert<li-lert - < ?.1i ting mainly if pianoforte
eolos, aongf , luett , “leei , ind i comet eolo - vae graced
by M feehionfii le audience".
Tne Duri un Cl “rnl Soc ety f, r; ed cy Mr. 2. A Platt was
In existence in Decent,er 1 4 ano ve a flrrt concert on
9 Pebru? ry 18 "5 with a ro”r : a of choru. at , solos, duets,
trios from the oratorios Elan ( endele. ofjiy,
(Haydn) and K-:.lah (Handel). Tnie wae lor the benefit of
those Bereaved by the loes of the two eh.lps irr-.i.cvnrl and
"Tne 3t; r W ler" on ti Dacen:cr 1874. All the church choirs
combined to mmke the concert a fin nclal succees,. although
concerts of eeriius murlc were not ideal lor raltli® funus.
Negro minstrels, on trie other t.rnd, n'wf.. f <.rew tne
crowds. goon after t e May r's Wreck Fund had been opened
in 187b a visiting concert party, composed of rome of the
crew of the H.M.S. "Merlin", gave a mini jtr-e 1 --ntei t
In the Trafalgar Mall on 17 June arid

1) NfecM 28 July 1874, p. 3. col. ", "Cor-r-Tt in nl«i ol tne
mnndp Church". .
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" v.o ea 'viP v itn the 1 indrev. of people to
get inBide the Hr M th t oe.otv w pv occunted
without any re, td aa t >n.,.ether they had been
irevionely eru/i ;ed or not" 1)

'na”eh, in tryinr to rv luce 11.* debt or th< Ir new church,
.3 »»t ,>n6ider it undignified to eta e n Ghriaty Minstrel
in their achDOIr oi: In July 1 76,.

Tiie Conprey t’in 1 T urr .ay v jnlng entert indents

ither mu. Ica.l ; tt t no i* w : the 1.0.r. "lit rury
rd -ielcal" r.ter* In -nt . * —Te plnrelH 1, leld
Street, usually h 'd or Thurd yevetii .: the "headings and

;;nging- In the Trr.f 1 r .. 11 or t.ized by tt. Anglican

lurch of St. Cv in ’.:- 1. ; t MP building fund;
B-r*a Schoolroom concerto - » *i. include*: in"t ooV
81 - in «id of the lull ing fund for the Berea
Oongregnttonal C urch; th" " a ¢ >l '“d Irr.v -*10 "v IT;K

la the frafalg r Rail to ert M ish a fund or ’“ae »ana cn
the Roval Durt .n iifleo; and, In Anrift. ° roieapi.onnl
Va?leal and -irurntic entertalnnent.-’ vai *: ti.r *

Oonpany (formerly the Lir nda-H: ")er Cor: ery) stayed in the
Trafalgar Hall ¢ .-iag September 1876. Perhaps it was
because of all there other runic 1 attract.i Dm -hr

ntertVin: o: t

) Independent Order of ~ ,d >ml)l II'Pe

fliateupOrt.
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+innal concerts in Town were dlBcontlnued after 1875.

Congrefa

Barly In the year 1876 e famous soprano, Madame Anna

the Widow of the late Sir Henry Bishop,

made her third
Bishop, tne w

. »r and visited Durban bringing as her

accompanist
forlo toui

Oherice [94 cceelille;:F. From the middle oi January to the

e of February she gave about three recitals a week in

p Trf. mIgar Hall. She was 66 yeara old, and though her

vv.,, h,d lost much of Its

former mellowneee Durban was

grest’y flattered bv her presence in the Town. She preferred

.. .Ing ballnde, but included » few operatic erlne, end

-merelly mede e point of elnKlng "Ho. e Sweet Home", the *

Mt-toown of ell her huebend'e eonge. Ghar.ee LeeceUee

s » able pier let. end he bed e baritone voice with an

extraordinary range which enat led him to .In* tenor eoloe

wren he choee. He we leo e compoeer. The compoeltlon

or Me which excited moat Intereet war the "Hetlonel Hynm of

South Africa" which wee performed In Durban about four time.

with the reinforcement of ad **% rr

particularly Imprenlve.

While Anna Blehop we. In Durban an att«upt we. made to

give a concert performance of et,

The Grand Duch-n f nirolatelB. (Offenbach) an.” LLSmkUX

(Verdi). To make these perform "'p

posalble the beet of “"rban”o vocal and inetrumental talent

was engaged, and n very fine 1'7 : vy

See p.ifY-
M . Ib Feb. WO. p. a. COIL 5.

b

"Kbdrme Anna Blemor a



Smeaton, a singer of popular ballade, who wae later

)

the "Sima Reeves of South A frica".

Hr. I’

loio”

Several theatrical companies visited Durban in 1675

,077 In August 1676 Mr. and Mrs. E. V. Sinclair,
and 1°M*

rtnerly of the Sefton Parry Company, reached Durban after

ve~ f*;cceyeful season of 50 performances on t. - Diamond

pielde® and became the new proprietors of the Trafalgar hall

*hich they converted into the "Trafalgar Theatre". In

Decenter 1676 Madame Cora Val Voee and Company arrived in

3...tan to be followed In April 1877 by Captain Dleney Roebuck

snd the United Service D"-oatlc Corni“any; each having

coapleted a eucceeaful on In Capetown. T>eae companion

Mde their contribution to tie muelc of the Town by giving

“th dramatic and leal performance*. With the help of

local muelclana Mr. and Mr.,. Sinclair organized variety

concerts every Tuerday ,nd Frl lay evening In the Trafalgar

Theatre. On there occaeiona Mr. Hay<«r-.:it »«a

acconpanlet and played relectlono on the plan<\durlng the

interval,. In June 1877 the Star Variety Company arrived

order the management of Profea. or ?. Mat-hlelee, a very ahowy

vlollnlet , .ore playing "d.etlngul,hed by a variety of

nuleal a,ulbe and cracker*. He Introduced the -orchestrion"

to Drrban!5 In July Harry Rickard’. Variety Company arrived

3) M . 31 July 1877. p. 3. col. 4.

wProf«aaor Unchlelse a
Coneert™™
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~n ROI0O oianist and singer, Liles Madeleine Mortimer.
with thc 60 ‘

profeeaor Mnchielse and Miee Mort remained 13 wuurfcan

teachers. Profeeaor Mnchielse gave concerts and
gg HHISIL
in YiB studio in Smith Street, in the Masonic Hall in
Smitn street, and in the Templars' Hall in Field Street.
0,her new names appeared on programmes: Mrs. Atkinson
(gne Ji -ie Vlelle) an operatic ringer from Canada and the
. eM -ipoeoer. ed a sweet mezzo-soprano voice", irnde her
0.§.A. "IIU
>at in August 1977 when she ns; irted Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair

the Trafalgar Theatre. Her accompaniments were played

> ur. J. H Unckay.
Owing to the state of unrest in Natal Just before the

outbr«a>. of the Zulu War In Janua.v 1679. there wa. a dearth

of music in Durban. Navertheleaa. the pantomime "Bluebeard".

produced at the "Trafalgar Theatre Royal" In January 1="3.

md .as followed by several preformancea given by Baby Benson

(Margaret Fish), the ten-year-old diminutive American child

performer who appeared at tiua Theatre In February with her

tether, Ur. James Pish (a vlol.ntet). her mother Jennie Benton

(. singer), and Mr. H. 8,1th (a pianist and singer). Baby

Benson was m.lnly a singer of Christy Minstrel songs, and she

Msctened her face for the part. TVo songs endeared ter to

the people of Durban: "PV-aae give me a penny, sir" (which

Anns Bishop introduced to Durban in 1676) and "OIld Black Joe'

the most popular of all her songs and the highlight of the

tour - ,hich she sang to the eccom ,almost of "an Invisible

choir Of BOO voices", in other words, the audience was invite

to “Join in"?5 Baby B e n s o n ~ j ~ 72

1) M . 38 Aug. 1877. p. 3, eol. »e
Concert",

2) NM. 15 Feb. 1878, P- 2, col. #, culvert.



tlicitv campaign: at one of the nhow everybody was to

ila nreaent”; nd “Baby Benson’s Ponular Song Books"
’ 5 y
receive <

Aeing. sold in all the music ahoas.

m.g war Relief Fund for thr- b<-”e ive-' m.r wounded

timUloted much musical enterprise in th; early critical

thr Zulu War, anv ;ever: am: teur cmceruv took

i the Trafalgar Theatre. iy far the most popular

)ferfionel entertainment* of the year were those given in

Theatre in Aarll by i group of cen Ohrltty Plnstrels

, M~ called themeel Via thr "London hinetrela". In t/.e sphere

Of nore serious music the greatest achievement of the year

IRS a “grand sacred concert" which took place in the v.eeleyan

Ohi«h in west Stre-t on 19 July when excerptc from tkmdeVe

and Itozert'r T. Ifth M »-re ung by » c-,o:r of 60

perforaern co . u-tod : : W. Keeo. One of the coloV. te

,a6 UBdeme Hendele.'ohn, "celebrnted- eoprano who vlelted

this occasion le the or ¢ .*a
John !-tr,on, "trngedl.n and .locutlonlBt ",w,,B another

touring artist who, after an extene.ve tour of British

Possession, the » r Bn t, ¢ lied In at Durban In October

1678 and appeared at the toEon.c H”1. t m

Trafa.lgér Theatre".

Kadar.ie Mcnd-i111  )hn AT standard Theatre

KKh 21 July 1079, P- =
Sncreo™], 'usir ".



,tv . compelm : tt one of th- i!dw. “‘erybod; w v to
pu

ja pisjGent"; <nd "iviby env .n'. Populvr Song books"
r re “elng sold in all the nu-ic ho
Tlie Ynv Relief Fund for th" h - d wounded
tirnulnted much musical enterprise in the enrly critical

tx r the Zulu War, and .ov<r ! amateur c¢ incerte took

,,ce v the Trafalgar Theatre. far the most popular

,esIBlonal ent rt laments of the ycar were those given in

.,,5 ftestre in ATil by » group o? ten Ohrl: ty Minstrels

’s serloUs' music the greatest achievement of the year
V a "grand snored ¢ mcert* witch tool place In the Wesley a:.

iTjrch in West Street on 19 July when ercerptr from Handel'a

HeeElah and Moaart't T*. Ifth Bara w-r ung by a choir of '

was Madame Mendels, ohn. a '"celebrated* eo-rano who vielted

thie occasion le the orchet r 21

John ant on, '"tragedian and elocutionist'.was another

touring artist who, after an extensive tour ol British

1878 and appeared at the Masonic 1

i «Th'" QOhrletye et thr

Trafalgar Th"""tra".

<r. johftfi erburg in 1 -
) Mndnn.e Mend- elev ohn r' th'l Standard Th-'Rtre
She was the w! ¢ of the ch '!n”* t > thp Stnndord Opern

had trainid th loc ] 't i)
: R A
Memoriev and  iris. >nd r i1lThe Qrnnd snored Ooncere

Orcr, m ir



visiting artiots decided to remain in Durban: one ol

jr suiianers Brown, Madame Mendelarohn' B accompanist,

t38”'r, concert In the Masonic Hall on 18 December 1878, with
h ,»t mce of Mn. Leigh, Mr. J. Mackey, Mrs. Atklnoon
the e6,1 X)

gnd Ur. Smeaton.

Conjuring, black magic, and stunt# o' ell kinds still

sttracted many people. At the Trafalgar Theatre In

, 5 1879 "Professor* Haeelmuyer,

a conju. -r, demonstrated
ttovemcer xo

novel musical Invention called the "Stylocarpe" - a little
a

-gtnment like a harmonlcon, nmde of I'" tt.-r,
106

2

with glnes or

we plates and a "magi - drum". He distinguished hlmseli

,n1 further by the Incredible feat of paying the ever-

popular "Camlr.l of Venice" on the pla®“uelng just"a comon

clothep brush*.
December 167, both the Trafalgar Theatre and the

Itesor.lc Hall were used for some Italian "operatic concert.*

given by the two visiting Italian musicians Signora her.

Linger) and Signor nulll (pianist) from the Cagll Italian

Opera Company which was disbanded after a season In

Capetown. Several local musician, contributed, but there

vas very I1f , Italian 0 am In the programs, which *

conformed to the usual pattern of songs, duets ana plan,, so 1).

0, of ,e novelties w . " for the left hand on -

The, made their next eppesmnc. on lb danuery In the Masonic

Hell In Smith Street concert In aid of the

Benevolent Society. Signora Her.

sang duets from

*> ' n.,n Italian Concert

3) MI1. 19 Dec. 1879. p. " co ' 7’



visiting artiote decided to remain in Durban: one of

°th ~ suumnere Brown, Madame Mendelsrohn* B accompanist,

l?Jconcert In the Masonic Hall on 18 December 1878. with

A “glietsnce of Mrs. Leigh, Mr. J. Mockey. Mrs. Atkinson

.5yr. Smeaton.

Conjuring, bis k magic, and stunts of all kinds still

tw cted many people. At the Trafalgar Theatre In

"e-v,r « 79 "Profea, or" Haselmayer, a conjuror, demonstrated

" Z | musical invention called the "Stylocarpe" - a little

instrument like a harmonicon. made of leather, with glass or

fu91 piates and a "magic drum". He distinguished hlmsel.

2)
clothes brush".

In December 1679 both the m Tl,ea re f

gesonlc Hall were used for some Italia, "operatic concerts

,u Viflaro (Mozart, with

sang duetB from A

«“ «“ % %T "Grand Evening Concert".
;) 20Dec* 1' ~* ~ "profeseor HBBrtlmayer".
8 M . 17NOV. 1879, p. 00 - |iThe iM len concert

3) R.U. 19Dec. 1679,P* ’



artlcts decided to remain in Durban:

one of
ther vis1l,11 ®

yr suiraners Brown, Madame Mendela: ohnla accompanist,

ncert in the Masonic Hall

on 13 December 1878, with
-ftve a concci

stance of Mre. Leigh, Mr. J.

Mackey, Mra. Atkinaon
the assist -

nd Mr. Smenton.

Conjuring, black magic, and etunlo of all kinda 81111

gnr90ted iany people. At the Trafalgar Theatre In

A% IB79 "Prof 6l or" Haaeclraayer, a conjuror, demonstrated
Sovemtier 1° *

noV,l musical invention called the "Stylocarpe" - a little

tretrmaent like a harmonlcon.

made of leather, with glass or

Eteel plates and a "magic drum". He distinguished hlms.II

.till further by the IncredU I. feat or playing the ever-

popular "Carnival of Venice" on the piano, using Just a coa,uon

clothes brush".

In Deember 1879 both the Trafalgar Theatre and the

gaaonle Hall were used for some Italian "operatic concerts"

given by the t.o visiting It Han musicians 9lgnor, Leri

i.Ingerj end Signor ,ulU (P.anlst) from the Cagll Italian

opera Company "hioh v s diet inded after a season In

ess very I1f le Italian opera In the -'.-r--mu. ”“hlC .fur

On, of the novelties . a - P 1~ W o for the left hand on .

They rn.de their next appearance on lb January In the Uasonlc

w vicrnro (Mozart) with
Bang duets from UL _¢ A 1M

1, m Dec. 10,8. p. S.

) 17 *», IB79. P. ». - ' '

») 11L.U. 19 Dec. 1879, p. S.
Party".

.profeBeor Haeelmayer".

nol-



NulU os ncconit-aniBt. The remainder of the
gignor 1

€ WIB quite conventional v;Ith glees, ballade and
progl"11 n

plano/soloe.
j” nwhile Charles Laecellea had eGtnbllF.hed a reputation

liilnu:*1f in Maritzburg bp a conV, ictor of light opera, end

, T .*r  pipniet and compoBer in every town that he had
as 8 tinfec ¢

. hie recent muelcnl tour of South Africa.

e s In
visi «eu

'nua"y 1B80 there WHB nnother vli Iting conjuror in Durhnn,

*  Cli9rlet Silvester, who. In addition to hie many non-musical

oecompliBhmente, wae a good comet player. He and hie wife

«:ined Laecellec, then in Durban, to give variety concerts

in the Trafalgar Theatre.

In May 1880 the congregation of St. Paul t Ang-ican

Church held *«o oertr In Id of the organ fund, one In

the Masonic Hall in S.1th Street and the other In t:.e

Trafalgar Theatre. The chief attraction was Bertie Phllllpe,

, clever Impersonator from Capetown, who Bang and recited

htnraroue monologue. / The second of these Bertie Phillip-

concerts on B6 Hay stimulated the revival of choral singing

I, Durban; for It was the occasion when the Rev. Page Wood,

the new Incurhent at St. Paul's, made his debut In Durban as

a conductor of the St. Paul's glee-slngers, * o ">c™ere

of his own church choir. He was an ardent lover

music and had trained this choir himself, hie »'s ,mnte "

1) L'M. 16 Jan. 18u0, p. col. C

2) Lascellet. w.i conductor AeAMt'terolw'.! Lrlrnlt_ 2f-S.
Society frorr IP76 to 1081. KA. .

Colony, p. 140.) t one

Of a variety artertalnment advertised , ~ ,, col. 4,
HE](LIrafalgar Theai%re. nmw:"'
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September IbBO there woe a third concert in aid of the

"md and, in addition to the UBUal election

of aonge
orgh1 1

f excerpte from MendelBeohn*B Elijah were t.ung by
end gi e c ‘ 1)

Of the church choir. This wat the

lai t public
member* -"

Ar-t.ce of the Rev. Page Wood at i choral conductor in

owing to aome friction in Anglican Church circles
PUT-

ve returr -d the Bishop': licence

< October 1860. hut he had already helped to start the
eccond Durban Philharmonic Society in June.
1) :.A. Su: .lament, 18 Sept. p. "oA "

Concert".

. 4 i«at Paul s Chur -h -
2) KjlJ. 16 Oct. 1HBO, p. 3, col. <»

to preach and left St. Paul's
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CHAPTER Hirh,

CONCERTS IBt.l - 1900.

ALe r,T)icl muolcal developments on the Berea started from
x 1&80 when the Congregational Church, first known ns the

d nt Church" (at the corner ol Berea end Haagrave Roads),

Hgcre8

ionized vonthly concert8 to raise iMnds for the purchase

A hermonlum, ongnglng at l«-t two professional mualclana

, ToWn. Fred Oaklands, one of thr "London Mmnstrelr
fron tne

I1t0 v.sited Durban early in 1673, anc"Mre. Atkinson

A
|..n 1861, the concerto errenged by the Beret Society were

t-so held in the Congregetlonal Church. y -ere celled

tac -Berea Popular Concert.", the flret " the eerlee -

.ta siecutlonary end Musical Sntertalnrent" - being openec

17 the Mayor of Durban on 1 April. There -ere as manor as

18 items on the prograraie - conga, !i,in(\ ‘ec<'’

PtenletB. made her first - Penrance at this Inaugural concert.

Her husband. Duncan MacCoU made hia ftret appearance

singer at tie , acond of the eerlee on ' *rrn .

During 1f91 there -ere as many amateur concerts on the
Berea as In Ten. and the Berea concerts displayed uuite as

nuch nuBicnl talent. Inatrument»l music *.inedj™ » ~J

) Witt B fine tenor voice he,too.
eevee of South A frica

b 2

) 19 April 1660, P. 3- cole " “C °n

N 3e" P, t' o
) M . 4 April 1661. P. »e oo

-Bereca Road Concert".
porul(ir concerts"

1) &A. 86 April It 1. 7 3* ye Popular as the name

hnpUed them Into

oo0-rt.-.)
(&A. 16 L'nv 1861, P. 3, CO).



-to I

,ion and the inclusion oi two Haydn >iano trioe

recogni*luu»

r*0nued by Met rs. Richards,

k
that Bei

iechrene and Platt) showed

cvncert-goers w-Me willing to linter, to music

-fort,..
+ th . i- i > 11 % ' R
ther Vn#ig e a.ual 1i-ucceia to 1 £ongl -1 » 1*nck [ )

, 4«ro duets, which, howa/< , itill m de Up the bulk of
and P1QY *

#he ppogramntee. It Booa bf?' ¢ ap rent that much of

IMS"f ,h, anateur musical activities In Town depended very
Vi

Lively on irt from the OPMI r-ridentr.

The fi ret pablie concert of the Durban Phllhen onic

j.-iety under the r new enduetor. Duncan toeOolX. took place

:n the Trafalgar Theatre on 16 Se tember 1661, and the

vhlch -ne cheracterlatlc of earlier choral concert

iftccnbaecua and Mozart's 1'welfth Mrs. occu led the fret cart;

concert of the Socle,

on 1 December 186. the division .as

vocal and Inetrmr.er.tal, with excerpts from Handel’a M e " i

?7rom the avail"bl* accounts of tnmi ' ="

effort, in 1-rge-cle civic tunlcl entertainment of .

serious kind - they were crude and unpolished in their

recitative®* and could not "expren, the d,pth of fe.,In« which
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. rome of the performers were "talking nnd leughlng
0f muEic >

nther"e the conductor himself was

Indulging in
Wth 0 !

queut conversations with the soloists; the orchestra was

"

Mgomewzhn_t WRDK md "it wts u pleasant to see the leader

orchestra and others dodging at wut .eirong the

i#. the chorus was tonaiay ill-balanced and given
performers

t0 m0Vinw "heads, bodies and books to keep time during the

choruses." Except for the four Ill-mannered army officers
“rred some of the enjoyment of the first of these

»NCerts the audience at both of them responded with good

-race; the elite of the Town wer< there, all in fall

evening
dress.
people of Lurtnn F tlll preferred « varied mueleel
T,. ,t their concert,; but Alice tort, end her

tleter Oerrle (» singer).tried to srouee interest In chnnber

cor.ocrte which w-re slmoet ent rely pleno, .nd ,ong recitals.

first of these took place In the Trafalgar Theatre on

24 December 1631 and was a failure owing to

In January 1368 there two ladles tried ' blmllnr

experiment In the Trafalgar Theatre, and provided

program,, of , ong. and pi pieces between

audience were much impressed by Alice Hart's scintillating *

Society'w Concert". ol,. 1,3, "The Phllharmon
ILLA. 19 Sept. 1 e ¥ .

Society's Concert". R 3 0, "The Phllhermon

Conceit*. . ,nlB 3.4, "Durban Philharmonic

N.A. 3 Dec. lefll . P* ' *



.-nv tv her playing or her

own com o. ition, "Joyous
/M j. profei , 1 >nftl pia* ';t de. A « "--'t c.id
JeoUgi'tr
Ver concerts were arr n ed for tl mbenefit of her
gyuauy <
r. if ¢ triiutm fnc , J>r part. One of
pupils» vU
_tip concert " V ii ' 1 i'i ino ¢: W >m
these "a '
in West - re Lt01

it conei*i-t-

enlthe tiecoarfort rroopted one o °!« IT

her uabvell' to ke-r. th- run off. «- It

Lugt the-.- ca fc-r eone-rte that the exception.! talent

singer of ou.e ». "

the concert of 19 Jeaa ry 1 rev”™e, the hert of Durh, n e

They opened their firnt -ee.ron*

it\I,, «'* Rf§
% Aril 1 .- ' -



1)8

trn of 19

In B perform; nee of B’lectionc from
end Olc" '

Bennett’s

. - .uron, and e number of lees end
gterfl001

r Generous r i; ¢ W

lev:.bed on Dune; n DecOoll

MP conducting, end o; Mr;.
fo? nib

..ccomnenlmente; but

MecColl for her plnylng of

the concert id not encore a few

oir/ed criticisms: sometimee the choir dereneroted into

vit  .~e rtringr of the orches tra were frequently out oi

.u,e, and the cornet duet "Good Night" wo, unchiritably

8re8t efiort » t tut Into every concert given by tur

Hi*lyticel note: on the .orve to he rerfomed -ere puhtlehed

performed :gain, and In the cr,ne nrctrr r.e -ere included

Coronation Anthea fr.dock tje,triSS!I-

re failure of their third concert In July «aa

» W -anther! | The fourth concert ,» Seotecher -a. =m

it;l ¢ Durtmn Phil harmonic
I y{ o4 ArIl 1 'o ¥ *

aocl*T> Concert".
rj,. Am i % P -
Society’s Concert".

b,d, "T " PhllhamAnic

, 4 ,The Philharmonic

Society*a Concert". ..philharmonic Society'a

Gor.cert". ,2Durbnn Philharmonic

Society"



pt length, the programiie had to he curtailed. To add

tn nifmanagement there war confualon over the reserved

8 frequent occurrence ir thoee cay., when people were
geete,

2)

The opening of the Theatre Roy;l in Went Street on

v pej* 1 war ' 'emt event ii Durh"' *1 ruticax hitt )rv,

,or vhich the Durhrn PMIt anronic Society prepared a

..rfeir.Miee >f KmdrUiohii'o 2UJs2l- 11 *"« '"n oce8‘lon for

'e

pngrfjmiee werr printn". with analytical niter,,

am the
gv.ety'r grei teit ehord ird nvhectTi : forcei wemeve
terrd the cele: r t-d C 3 :tie? tW In SHItil' >y

cocp.rt.on J»ner W att'a "fforte were dilmlraet « far too

slight.

At their final concert of the veer on IS December a

third perfM-inr.ee >f Sternd.tr sennet'”eJiXJCiSSa *-

piTer. in the Theatre ? v ', under two gre-1 41Bad4v.nt.gea:

W...ether, end the .Venc of two vlollnlsta and aeveral

, m e. re in. ro.r m. an”®

OertH T le, . vir.ted 3 .th Africa end were expected to five

o) "Thf* Philharmonic
1) H.l.7 3a)t. 1 “Te <1'

Society ’r Concert". ' )
2, "Burhan Philharmonic

2) IhA. 7 S.it. 1 P e o
S 0 c i e t y g
4) NM IF, Dro. 1 "p* '

Concert'*. See p. 7f‘e
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0f Duncpn MacGoll and membereg 01 the Durban

Z8i® '
nic Society, ahe gave concerts in the Theatre Hoyhi,
ct of which took place on 16 March. The principal
tae firs
selectionB from RoBelni'c ?tabat Mgter.
Item

nredelli *¢ ringing wav extolled a; the tin-u.Vv ever
yil6* _ £oi

e~ Durbnn; but Demid TWIlob'b piano, playing was
beara m u

.r.demned as careless and pretentious.

r:ie Durban Plillharaonlc fioclety gi ve their '.irnt

3r-ert itthe la id season on Id April, not In the Oddlelioaa

:i.V. which was considered to be acoustically excellent, hut

% the Theatre Hoyal. a difficult hnll "or Ingers. For the

coveted the programme with oart-aongs, and glees and (met

continued to be harsh, not only of the actual ?er"omance,

tut of the aanageen-nt of the concert. There was confusion

In showing ,-n Ir to th-Ir ee t . t e concert started late,

encores were given without laorlmlnatlo” nd unfortunately

the gtB llghte played "fantn, tic trick, '. The concert

June, also In the Theatre Hoyal. was a perfornanne of Haydn e

The Great! a full analysis of the work being e.cubUH.ed

the newspaper. This concert was accorded kindlier Judgment.

The SoeleVe concert In the Phlllv monlc Hall In Awurt

IB98 reverted to the old pattern of solos, part-songs and

n. store of a musical success than some of the earlier and

heavier choral efforts. "1th a -e- modifloatloathe

, o. "Mile. Bredel 1 n
1)
OorcerT".

») ~ Id April IB,., p. ». 001. 3.

b

"Durban philharmonic
Society* ,i Concert".

3) See p.77
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1)
f repeated oome wee-/:a latvr. riov -ver,
A0grn: A7
Mined true to their original Intention: to perform
.grger choral works. At i concert in October 1i86 they

6, r MBeethovenla Huina of Athene and van Bree'r Cnntate

n
S d)

¢ this E<thack there were two more Phil termonic
Pgpit6 °*

¢« before th- end of th- sen on, both of them in the
eoDCsrti  ©

.titoroenle HeUt on 6 Dmoent r 1 .i«5 select! mi
airi). m-f- m m t~ "~ n . -ohn)
were other miHeal ettreotlor. im Town end on ' *
S W< Beret ioed Church eterted « second eerleo or

3

terU in ,,r mry 13, 1, which w-re held In the Berea Church
con

uehtit* to the,, concerto, an. to the g-neral culture:

::,t, continued to hold their own entertainment, i, errtyr to

Miee funds or to provide some dmv :

totem 14:3 the Durt <n 1 mtlt Ite » - opened In 3, th Street

-the arc: 1 recreation and l.tprowuaent of the young ™n ot

the tlrat of eeverrl to he , ;;ld here until the P -l.e* -re

hunt down In Seotnher U ' " =11 l

Mpetition were rant ir ) °¢

) KeM 28 S-: t. 1883, P- 0
¥ ndver f«

5 MI* 16 Arril 1 >3, P- *
, 1 "A Catalogue oi

4) JLA* 6 Sent. 1 4. p. 6, ' '
Conflagratlono".



.,en-8 Mutual Improvement .“Broclatlon, held concerts in

“oongreretlonal Schoolroom. These were mainly eocial
the

lone, or drawing-room entertnlnmente. devoted to songs,
I'th

a6 they wore often described, were much In vogue

Ma"' ear,y 1880c, informality being both permlecible end

10 ura,ed, Within the restrictions imposed by orderly conduct.

....... — m» <«

W e

t visiting pianlet from Meritzburg. wee tree.

difference.
'

The Berea Hall in Uusgreve Hoed was opened in 1883 end

teB used fDr perfomtmcee given vy » C 80 1

ftclng total extinction after the resignation of -aoCoxl

none of these Berea ¢ mcerte on 6 March 1884 there was a

ithoir of *0 voices conducted by UscOoll. and an orchestra

IT conducted by 0. Honhaupt. Tne or. >r -ene ’art 80 8§

unueuel even at tiAa P™M"* ]I *

.M - 1n
2 ttdvttrt.
) M. 31 duly, 1 3. p. * e+ ; Durtofm phllhh™onic Society
2) giM. 2 Feb. 1884. P- e ¢c' '
3) UK. 28 Feb. 1-184. ,. i« "7t ’"The”erea Concert".

Oi- 8 Mar. 1884, p. 3. ="
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t He rer.umeJ Mr fonaer flutiee by rehenrr In," Vue

1°?7ror a lerfonannce of H-ydn'a D CreM M n, which took

the Philharmonic Mall in May, *i«< ¢«

l,6e, " But the Society erain a-med to he m-fated,

end

Watt, rang "How furlour rt .me temuertuoue rage"

"'""j.a eo to the accompaniment of a real 'ton,

' t that it spoilt the whole performance. At tu.

;ir, and flee. *-W Aouo of Durban singers caM.

, "Orpheus Olee Clah

r , ...pres ion -Prouem.de Concert- ha he.n used

absolute rilm ce durl.B.: tVo

2) NV . B Jurv" T .
Society’( G-tnc-rt.

Inn

for the



st<

He reeuiAed hie former duties by reherr; Ir,:

the
bis
Soci ‘ ‘ .
the Phlltv monic Hnll in May, with f 'V;' f
pl6Ce ' 9ut th, Soelety 3e,mea to be ir-fated, and
watt eang "How furiou, ,t tenr-.tuous rege"
W* 4 o to the eeeo.tponin.ont of « re..' .torn w vh " X
" efiUed
r z concert" ,»d been ueed :n the
joncertt of Jultlen® people were free to .-e rr.rd -
. ,nd v-rh: r for this
absolute rll'-ncc durlnr t * far the
— 7 ,The philharmonic Society
o cOl - '*
°) IV”. v June 1 o e

Society’r Gonc trt.
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familiarity of most of the audierce with the practice ot

vo vnodlng during the music, the experiment was successful.

ihe Bome programme was repeated in the be-ea Hall on

A September; the poor ittendnnce was explained by the fact

VnBt there was no moon that night .
T, D.P.S. held their fourth concert of the 14 4

In October with a performance of The,Crua”®ion, ty

,iel3 Gftde, miscellaneous songs, glees and pnrt-aongs,

tnBtrmont*! bolob and du.te. nnd ,, performance of the fira”

movement from Mozart's 3y: : .on;, No. 41 In 0 major (Jupiter).

v#In the neaapaper offered the public a full analysl. of

the major choral work In the program e. but t« u- uc

reepcnded with Indifference beecure of the counter-attraction

mone,, gawe another pro made concert In the sane month, but

.1th only 100 p-ople In the audience this was another dismal

failure.

Promenade concerts may have been fashionable, but they

were not entirely rucce .ful until the Band of the 41st
Regiment under Bandmaster Rowlandson gave a "Grand Promenade

Concert" in the Theatre Royal on 4 November. The Band

played many of the old favourites,: marches, overtures,

another promenade concert for the benefit of the Durban

Horticultural Society Exhibition in the Phi!,-,

Society'B Concert".

b

r .1 4, "The Berea Oonct t -

, cola, B.e, advert.
6) H.U. 87 Oct. 1!V 4, ’



,ed two movement6 from Beethoven’B

incluav

fcth concert! being highly

D.P-S-

205

irrt Symphony.

A

uccer ful the unfortunate tru n

concert!, teemed Ineucopeohlet that "a military

A gucceedc In diffusing a I.ye of music where ecademlea
jui'Btlon it *18 to improve mutlcnl taste, could not none
. ettrcct oe many listeners at a milltar 1.nd.
0

The D.P.S. w, They put on 1
concerts In December 16,-4. ad Ing to their repertoire
Ksnd.leeohn'a » yf.1X glrc/ At their final concert of

tke year Handelhe

philharmonic Hall with an orcheetr.,

the Band of

.rlah was perfon d,

the 41ft Regiment -

again In the
au mented W memlera of

altogether about

100
performers” It wa, d- crlled as "the heat perfon. snce given
the colony" an Mrs. Richard, the soprano soloist was
singled out for .eclal raise being called the

Of the country”.

the Govern: ,nt

succeeaful en,

PIByerr 1

, ul,r

-mdel, aehut

nifde n useful contribution

playing at

eolo.

(KM. 0 Dec. 1
°0”Ctrt -

4y 1LA. 3 Feb. 18B, P.

RellvayB ur.der «onh«upt

of Durbnn'u wnntrur hende.

In February

to

open-air concerts

"prims donna

the meet

With

16 5 and after thet

th* rr;sic )

Or her mg to .u pi,

= "The Promenade Concert

4, "Meijiah".

00'.



cconp l1she(l bunde vlelted the Town and when they played

"indoore it was to augment local orcheetrne, the concert,

Iluy aeawdng the form of a "promenade". Member, of the

of the 41let Regiment, under Bandmaoter Rowlandson, had

tied themselves with local musicians 1n Marit.burg to form
a

orchestral society. when this society visited Durban in
an

Kerch and April 1886 they had already stared 30 play.svs.

Their programme in the Philharmonic Hall was entirely

instrumental,

including Haydn’s Symphony in b. ho. 101 IThe.
~ej), end Uonart's Overture to Tue Kahlcjnute- "he

ilsadvantage of such an instrumental combination was soon

never strong enough to balance the other inetrumenia.

Yet the practice of inviting military bandsmen to Join

local orchestras was usual throughout Durban’s musical

bandsmen the D.P.3. opened their fifth season in May 1886 in

the Philharmonic Hall with a few powerful additions to the

orchestra, kettledrums, double-bass, two proficient flute-

Players. clarinet . end a newcomer. I'aurlce terra,.ti, who was

an a*De v o' Inlet.

on 10 September the D.P.3. introduced two novelties:

the humorous cantata
"Haydn’s Toy S y ~ T ~

A '

g with the latter - A

eetabllohed BngMeh cuetom of invitnv:

local musicians to play Uie ' 7 A
2) I June 1805. p. o 7!

Mr. Me Mahon the
E r

12 Sept. 1685, P- el
Concert.



on Wednesday 2ti October 1666 the To«n Hall woe tormolly

the jccaBion oelng one tor a greet muaicel festival,

opening ceremony the D.P.S. chol md orcheetre

A“formed between the main epeechea and the Hall was declared

2 '

,hn th, inglng of Handel’
Pt

Coronation Anthem Jadock.tM

In the evening the D.P.S. choir of 160 veoices and

t"Ira of 26 players gave a promenade concert In the new

C Hall. It wee estimated that mearly 6.000 people were

If 30 October when , marsad choir of 1.300 children

supported
v the orche tra of the D.P.S. sang part ryge. The conductor
and trelne. of the choir was,r. 0.=. Du.fill, the organ-

S)

e Tow: 1.11. the largest hall In Du,ban. was considered

Ideal for promenade concerts, one of which was given by”.e

another by the D.P.S. * - Kok N A A

D.P.S. might pro per If they g , their choral co,crts n

Tom. Hall, but the ringers found the hell trying 6..

become accustomed. In , ,1te of this difficulty Ham. A

-Opening of the Town Hall
I) M. a»Oct. 1 x. P. o

., ,0prnlne or the Town Hall
> 29 Oct. Ur 6. P- o . ijopcnlni§ of the Town Hell
® B.l!. 31 Oct. 1HQ6, ! °
3ee " , , -The concert".

t, 3 HOV. lass. P.

ndvHrt-
F) L,Me 20 NOV. 1 B5, !'*






the more serious members of the nudience there were

0L i osuses for annoyance: the reetlce of applauding

numbers In on oratorio; the loud chimes of the

n
Hell clock; and the childish oeheviour of some members

pudience who. after the failure of the newly-installed

Ictrle lights hslf way through the perfomanc” applauded

. €9Ch frerh lantern was brought into the hall.

The Town Hall was used for every type of public concert,

curing the year 1866 " number of prominent nu. lc tencaera

heU concerts in the new Hall. *'«. Bevies (Mice Hart; gave

e concert in aid of the Ladysmith Flood Belief Fund, when the

presence of a number of good string-player, made possible

the performance of an "Instrumental quintet" by Haydn. 2"«

"South African Hsrch" by Mice Hart. There were several

military band concert, during the year 1866, in Uoy the

3,nd of the 6th InnlekllUng Dragoons perfomed in thejown

H.U on behalf of the Anglican Church of St. Cprl.n's; the

Band of the "H.U.S. Raleigh" gave,. concert on behalf of the

a pror.v'! ie concert in b/* -mm’1°

The Philharmonic Hall -as .t1ll available for concerts

where a select and discriminating audl ar.:c

r.

Town Hnll".
3) Probably one of Haydn', ctxnpo. itlons arranged for atr ng
qunrtet nnd plnno.

4) IIiM. 5 T'ay 6, p. *» ' * %

col. 1. "Promenade Conc<
5 K»M. 19 June, IBB-, P*

t?’

6¢) KJJ. 17 Dec. 1866, D. col‘r "



ogr-Vinie was too heavy for raoBfc of the audience,

A\

and lasted

hours. Two hours was about the limit of the average

coneert-floer'B listening capacity. It waf mainly instrumental
@

la inciuded a performance of Beethoven's Depict Op. 20 with
g

piano°accompaniment arranged lor four hands.

In the
ft

;. hall lire. Richards,

in preparation for her visit overseas,
sanc

jaened their 1686 season on 2 July, in the presence of the

Dovernor Sir Arthur Havelock and his wife; a "string

eerenade” (quartet) by Haydn being an unexpected change from

choral part of the programme consisted of selections from

August was lighter in character, but contained a sacred work,

-0 Selutarl, for soprano, violin obbligato and pianoforte

accompaniment, composed by Hr. F. K 3tatham, -to -as at that”

time editor of th- Bf£t£ljntne”. It was sung by Mrs. kichards.

The "miac .IV neoua ¢ ce' ts" which the D.P.3. offeree

the public in October and November 1866 Included in a

single progra me an extraordinary range of vocal anA

mstrmental solos of every available kind - even a solo fr

serious Vn tneee of preparing

.one of the -eerest c. » HX 'sor'*.

iuch SB Handel's SamraB. end Orlect.o.te from

latter works were oerfomed in December 1616 in the

Fhilharro jnic Hall, in the ar-eanca of the Governor o, batal.

and -8 wife. Who had now beco patrons

1 col. 4. advert.

3) NM 21 Aug. 1' -

Concert".



¢hi- the D.P.3.

Joy

Orchev.tra had been strengthened oy

,ery promising young vlollnl.ts,

out MaeOoll, as a conductor,

’%°ened to lack hia former

energy and skill. He made one or

wo false starts during

the®evening, and failed to keep the

orchestral players togetner.

In December 1886 tnree musical personal!tier arrived

In Durban, one of whom was destined”to nlay an important part

in subsequent musical developments. These were the

members o; a string

trio - Messrs. Walther (violin), Eamsden

irlola), end Bo.oan "ello) - who had been touring the Oape

tM philnarmonlc Hell and the Theatre Royal. Except for the

leBt of the series In the Theatre Koval on 29 December, which

attracted a large crowd, the con, arts were not a financial

low Ladles' Col’age one Thursday afternoon she had prove

that chamber concerts were not doomed to failure as they
were five year, earlier. There were In Durban at this

period enough musicians w , were interested In the chamber
.or, of Haydn.

Reethoven and Mendelssohn to make chamber

concerts worth while. Mrs. Bevlaa was also responsible

the success of » new type of entertainment which m o d

vtsual art with music. This was the

staged in the Philharmonic HnlWnJ*v.ron.-r V » " -

—————————————————————————————————————————— " * 61 “phllhermonlc Society's
1) N.i,’. 28 Dec. 188b, Pp* '*

Concert".

8) See p. 89. ; , ,Concert". 3ec p.83-

3) 28 Dec. 1886,P- " "> * ' onwnher Concert".

4) P.M. 34 July '



o nicturs" being accompanied by appropriate mu;ic,
rtiiVinh

, - which was
mo8* 3
nd Chopin

selected from the works of Mendelaaohn
-forte 1>

and played on toe pianoAby Mr;. Beviae herself.

The year 1887 started badly for the D.P.3., depletuu

of ., its members who had Joined in the gold rash to
comi. j*

t,.. TrB,Bveal, out U turned out to be a year of greet

auelcal achievement. In thlo year of Queen Vtctorla’a

jabllee there wee very little auric In the Town oefore June.

carl Walther, the vloltnlat, wlio had severed his

. -v-.ctlon with te cnomoer eneemule of Walther, Bornen n,i

Srasden, returned to Durban r» « muulc teacher. On ' June,

,1th the help of the Band of the N.3.R., and various

instrumentalists and singers, he gave a promenade concert In

the Town Hall' Mrs. Richards, who had returned from her

Serberton tour, sang at a D.P.S. concert In the Town » e

25 June to over 1,000 people. Unfortunately an unruly

element dominated tne audience aho demanded more and more

encores .rom her. until me concert was almost beyond control

not even the official presence of the Mayor of Durban.

3)
3aturd; niffht crow 1.

The Jubilee festivities started on the afternoon of

21 July in the Town Hall wnen thf euirumn im. rc ie

the D.P.S. gave ,. rendering of "Oo« ‘eve the

"Hallelujah Chorus" from Handel’s USstiSIl- ! ,rt 1 %

festivities a great choir of 1.MO children perfomed In

col. 3. advert.
1) N.M. 13 TIov. Id'" b, ;e 2%

9
e % 'sConcert .

3) N.M. 27 June lLdBV, p. <*



Jubilee Per.tlvnl In tra >wr. Hr SUE 2 A~ !

. seen
nacaec ,,lr of ¢ ...Idren. Dune m <0~

Btandln > at the conductor e dorc.



Another great tue”cal event of 1887 was the vloit of the

,,Drlt,ed violinl.t Edu rd R-in nyi (Hoffmann) In Augunt.

t thflt time he wa. 57 ye rs old. He gave BIX concerts In

the Theatre Royal, playing nearly all of the Items himself,

rd "pUghtln/ large udVmc v th hia spectacular playing

_, ¢ .cert f - those ¢ 1 Beethoven aid Mendelssohn

- W¢Erc¢
6re v _fort

™)

tapir concerts.

After the dari.rture of Ret enyi. Herr rterlcln arrived

In Durban ond hired the T”wn He" for « ohmber concert on

12 December 18 7, doing in n mailer way what H-menyl t""-

done four month, earlier. A, Durban audience, were now

*

chamber concert, were .el received: Iberleln wee an

eccomollahed teacher of music but he wae not a celebrated

of the e- iceee of the,e Instrumental concert,. He

introduced a few of the standard chamber works to Durbar,

audiences and .u-rlementcd one of his concert,"wlth short

explanatory talks on th- works to be performed,

therefore, he been," the leading musical personality In the

Spi e Sfve

'

advert.
8) M- 13 Deo. I = p- 00 <« o’



en him by Sir* George Macfarren, tne Profeasor of Music
t tne university of Cambridge, Durban amateurs looked to

. revive the Town’s orchestral concerts. By 1888
him to

d ,Iready formed n small group of instrumentalists who

g mRinly string-players; for at tnis time there was a

iori among young Indies for learning to play the violin.

TMrnenyi'6 visit, followed by the arrival of Bberlein,

"lped to bring about a change in the musical taste ot the

-own, which became apparent through an increasing fondness

,“r instrumental music, especially string-p?.aying; and

orchestras became as important as choirs. The "Durban

Orchestraas it w called, ws ”>I1 established ty

august 1d88 with ebout 30 pleyere. Before tne end of the

yeer they ned given three concerts In the ?o»’. !I'-bU. The

first of then. In September, wee limited to subscribers end

th«lr friends; the program a consisted of orchestral

pieces end songs, end operatic arias sung In the original

language?' The second, in November, was a greater success

then the first, and the Town Hall was crowded. At both

concerts two Marltr.ourg : m leiana attracted much notice:

a young violinist, visa "trice Stuart, who showed great

technical mastery; and Vr. P. *e Latham, two of whose

compositions were sung oy toe choir and conducted

Y
The third concert on 1H P«emb.r was given as a emOrand
Complimentnry Benefitn to Herr ''rr e'n* *
b
S,'P"y , c¢ol 3, -The Durban orchestra"
3) n.r. 20 Sept. 1H8H. p. "e |
i 11" nnd 'Nuartet



instrumental music tnat predominated. Tne standard o

laical proficiency at these concerts did not always

tify nubile performance; for we road that in one woriT

"the instrumental soloist lort the beat
rtirelv and the conductor had eventually to
bring them (i.e. the orchestra) to a pause and
start the movement again." ))

1 new venture; 1in the Town H U were commendable,

,hOWrd signs of becoming "pupils®* concerts" llxe those

*rAvAsed by Mrs. Bevies, only rather more ambitious in the

3lce 0f the music to be ertomed. In the same category

,e,.¢ the one rte oy the "La6l-n' Orenestre" .to .ere trained

end conducted by hr. -erv-..i.

Henn.hile the D.P.S. ee n-ed to have reached a period of

decline, after falling to revive the Interest of its
renaming menoere. One of tn, few occasions in I'iSS .hen

they performed in puollc .as on 1 March in tne Town toll

Offered his services asa tololet at tnia oeneflt concert for

Mrs. Richards, .ho, at tnat time, .as contemplating a visit

to Hba for further musical tra:r.l:>:.
In J. uory IB-,9 the D.P.S. ceased to function as «

society under that name, out i'acColl and his wife — tinned

.1th .hat .as ca led "MacColVa Choir", a group of ahont

gave occasional concert, for various charitable ourposeca.

In April M 1 in the Berea Hall they Rented a progra,,,

of Chrirtmaf car .,a * AA

j) 3e" " 8H' colb, "lire. Richards' Benefit
3) StM. 2 March 1HUH, P-

Concert".



.th the Jubilee Singers had delighted so many
Aniuu

D

li+nds on their tour of England a few years before.
On 2b June 16 39 the Orchestral Society under the
erection B}C. soerlein war. . year old, and commemorated the
. m bv fl concert of orchestral music with Instrumental
gCCABIOb
iz songs. T e programme included a performance of
tir Pcements from Mozart's Symphony N 41 In C major
(Tuniter)» the conductor adopting the early practice of
,er.rating the movements by other works. With insufficient
itnng-nWere the difficulty of obtaining a satisfactory
balance between brass and stringed instruments con he
readily appreciated; out this did not deter them from

attonptlng mperfor .me. 01 Beetoov.n'e Symphony Ko. 1 In C

Op. 21 in December.

T,. Band of the «4t» Regiment ... 1in Durban In Augurt 10S9

Paying at prom.nad. concert. In the Town Hall under
Mndme.ter Sidney. The N.O.R. Bend, -mder Ur. Hutchlneon,

and toe If.It.R. Bend, un e, Bnndneet-r moo, »!»,«« regularly

in the Town C rdens where a new bandatand w,a erected In
1890. A e-rlea of oren-n»r Oand concerto was held In
(torll 1891 when the delefntee

entertained In Durban no a geat'ire |

extenelon of tne railway n.t.o t ie Tr

in July ,069 the gnglleh baritone CUfford Halld.*ao "

1
) N.!'. fJ Aprl 1 p" " ' ’
. col. 4, "Subscription Concert .
3) 11 Dec. If: P- 5» col, DuTt,afl °rC
Society".

a i 0 advert.
*» M. y April VT ’/wat’er'-."ted'on'the Market Square
The fir; t bendi tan -

18b3-4. (Hindernon, 2IL}-—-*

in



famous Sir Charles Hulle, virvited Dunoon to give three
ot the

in the Theatre Royal; and I*or that purpose he
concerts
* td the assistanmce or Walther, the violinist, and two
cpl amateurs, Misr Stonbridge (soprnno) and Miss Welch

a precarious venture at this period when people

I not relish whole programmes cor.sitting almost entirely

r,r r, violin sol* s and pianoKsolos. Both Halle arid
nlt,er re severely criticised in the press. Halle, wno
c part:} relying on hie lather’s musical reputation for a

<v' .revie race tion in Durban, iroved to ie a disappointment,

; >th because of hlc vim ing which wtu described as "Ircking

stren-v.. in the uV er register", end hie Irritating mannerlem

y: mttlng hit lend In h e poc ct *hl'e he t 1 singing.

neither see binned for cultivating the worst feature of A

In Septecmt r and October ItitiV ICaoOoll again became
eetlTf In the r.ualcal life of the Town conducting hie Choir
,t two eo,certa In the Th, trr Royal. The first of these
included songs. pert-ronge, and choral excerpts from

fcriberg®*. p-v of the X-ell. supported by a r:u,U stringed

orchestra! The oecond was alml'rr rut, with a few

additional -rclentral pVy re, made pos.nle r rrr! onr.ai.ve of

Handel'« AcUu mL Oalatea- The inclusion of a Mendelssohn

V 1

Durban audiences with th. more a. .tract compositions which

usually found a place In "char " 1" '

With n programme of trio© for
hy Met rr.. HBll« and W1 r*

w5 o, N "Saturday Night’n
GonceFT".

29

T r, "Saturday'a Concer
8§ M . 4 Sept. IBtjy. P- 3°

+ col. 2, "Saturday Night
3) NM. 14 Oct. 1889, P*
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VAuXon Oor NO

: w>1"' nx v- , lano sonetm, m e¢1); onoto
prao™

and 5 1C" a*iIRB u 11 Society made itv. debu 11 the Berea Hall
g October % ,h ui, hi b« described today at a

iconnois Beur programme"; but thie effort Incurred the

~ mt displeasure ) 1th. ne\ vpaper r, porter who thought that*”"
v Tve cho en w, r* rather too difficult for the performers.
ey er IdVMO two )ther mu. iclano Otto von booth (violinist)
, (0L v K cle*: n (-1ianivt), both from Johannei burg, offered

tvi‘e Viblic a .imilar progr irane ir the Theatre Royal, but to

a very meagre audience. To be financially successful

chamber concertr , th nigh almost f musical "cult" of 1890 in

Durban, needed light relief in the form of popular rungs;

vhe also needed advertisement. In July the two Elctrrs,

Jull, end Rose Albu, both ituderts of ringing from the

Itoyai College of Mxic in Lor.<«on, visited Durban en route :or

betwen toer. u-plled the m .re eerleue pert or there

r;rofr The Kt.f A'hu th.mrelxee cntrihutefl . few

pepttl.r eonfie end nrlee. With the help of . publicity

csmpolgr. which W ¢ orgnnlzfil hy th. ir burlur.t nun

Meanw -le th, perfomencf ,r lorge choral work, wo, etlll

’onfluctor who wuceeed.a MecOoll '= Fren- Crane.

Planol rtf iilecita 1" « )
2 Col. 7# "Saturday’s Concert



2

Choral Society \ugu 1 90* Their firai
the r010
rt 80 those describee )ve. . 'rograimne ¢ msiBtm,
cor.ee
. ronffs , an inetruiuental quartet and quintet. But
of glees* 1)

t-e *iLUc showed little interest in it. By November,

howe\%i, %13% had jbtair.ed so much sup )ort frorr the Town and

Me -;rea that they were justified in calling themselves the

fDwb n Rnd Berea C.oral Union". With a choir of 160 they

,VWp 8 performance of Mendeleootm®*r Elijah in tue Town mil

! December; but cc rdlng to one newepnper report this

_~rt,kln, wa: ,:lte b,y nd the cara.llltles of the performers,

g, resented the criticism that his voice "lacked resonance"

find in his own defence wrote to the newt a’er.

Ar. in orient muricrl event in 1890 war the visit to

Durbui of tie negro =h Lr taow, nr the -Jubilee Slngere- in

member. Thle choir (ten In ell) originated In Hrmpton,

Virginia. U.S.A. tlelr lender. Orpbeue M. MeAdoo, bed a

deep bee. voice nd ,, gr-t v eel r nge. Another member of

thle eocpany a . K-.ttle S. Allan, a .omen who usual y eenr

with some hostility at the hotel where aeceomodatt > lu.”been

Ike, ,,ve only one concert before proceeding with their tour

3) N.M. 17 Nov. 1W9°* P* "



they were favoured with a kinder reception, end Bang

enthusias)tic audience in the Theatre Royal on
tc 3

5 Uovemher *

centres of attraction eing imimberley an ohartneeburg.
Singé‘i‘@ were much idolized and each large town had its own
onif-htingale'*. Mre. Richards (Mil Virginia Cheron) roe
cPUed the "Natal Nightingale'l. She returned to Durban
p.ter three years ’ training at the Royal Acadt-rry, London and
,five peveral concerts in the Town Hall in October and
Sotemler 1690, before going on tour to the Transvaal.
Muelclane from other South African townt viaited Durban.
Ir June 1691 Roger Aecham, the blind pianitt anr’ organict
froc Port Elizabeth, gave a piano,
M .1ftea by the finger Clifford Hnlle, but only 70 people
attended. He alt o gave a concert ir. the haV of the
Young Ladlesl Collegiate School w ere he could cater more
conrenlently for n email, select ai-i-r.ce.

Ir. 1891 the Durban Choral Union under Francis Crane,

assisted by Iberleln who trained the orchestra, gave a

oncerta, one of which wra the

The two

1. 6. "The Jubilee Singers",
ol. .3, "Mr. Roger AachanVe

ttoddnheR W8R thnt 5/- admission
<ne reason for the poorl

*as considered too high.

Z. van der Merw , 2XL—£
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pemteﬂg 8f the Band of the 11th Hi.l)scarB, which made possible
0 performance of a Haydn symphony.

St. Joseph's Hall in Wert Street wae sometimes used
or chamber concerts in 1892. It was here that Miss Cheron
,_pve%%%ncert in February after her return from
-ohflnnesburg; the Kones-BeyllB family from Johannesburg

2 two concerts here in ..lay; and when Roger Archam

returned to Dur n n July he hired this hall for ttiree of
his concerts.

While the The -.tre Royal wot being used by dramatic and

operatic companies, the Town Hall wM available for concerts

.06 the promenade concert held In Wnour ¢, a vli.itlng
Jaglleh cricket t- am In February 1898. tne Grand Scottish
concert In the a- ne nth, nd .:1:liar occasions for

combining music with demonstrations of popular enthusiasms

conductor, Hr. Ornnay, u -d t » Town Hell for three concerts
in Kerch? Hl as Cheron became so re ular that she could
afford to Rive what were really chamber concerts in the
Town Hall.

Avon Saxon, a t .rltone from 1 .ndon, was destined to

Play an Im .orient part In Durban's .ualcal life for the

b, a company of three - ura. UcCullum (soprano) from

Kimberley, Hedam. Hyde-Let Id (pianist) and Vernon Reid
(tenor) - he gnve concerts in t e Town HMI1 nnd
Royal during the month of July 18" :- °f ~

Symphony No. 2).  (lli.--*

Union")

r POi 7, "The Zulu Choir .



1)
coTioe’gtL?J on 33 July Miso CUeron wae one of trie aingsrs. In

g ven®er MiBo Cheron went on tour ay;ain, this time to join
Avon Snxon in Capetown. Hia next tour inoladed Kimberley

tilla time oi the Exhibition, waa attracting many
nhictif

clans one of whom * -a Eberlein.
Xn March the Durban anc 3ere a Choral Union ware

jigﬂél;.f’y}xn*lé Handel'a Me. . ah  which was performed in July,

A 0T>ened th'i 11IP- -3 : a; an w t’ c>ncert an 20 December,

*;rlng the rear IBO93 ve three rubscrlotion concerts in
,,” Town Hall. The Inst concert Vr 1093 took place on
*7 October V.;th erf r .ar.ee f ndel aohn't SZBBLJL:-

,, the win -ortt'! B.t In vi itlon to these three

3abacriotion concerts an ther three were soecia ly arranged

,9. the visit of th f oioub Sr.-11 ah baritone Charles 3antley
in July IBs

11th =0 wu-v-y highly proficient In :ere and Instrumental

their n-atl - h, giving concerts only when there woe

unlikely to be some counter-H'-t: ett tn . ',rm
in quick succession, gave about three concerts end then

moved on to Kimberley and Johnnne. ir., ' .o It

o

W .
]

Jenuery Avon Saxon and Hlee Q-.eron ret ,m«d to Durban fr.m *

2) See p. 90.

, ¢Vl 7, "Sontley 8 Vie it to

Durban\



“churc where ohe had "been Binging with the Johannesburg
job8nlie

yevtral Society in the Wanderersl Hall. In March 1693,
ye Stefani, a New Zealand mezzo-soprano who had made a

gnr herself at the Kimberley Exhibition, came to Durban

name lu

ytl Signor Verdi (a baritone), Lilian Kerr (violinist), and
nrexler ](Pianist); and the company gave two concerts in

Herr -

the Town Hall. Prom Kimberley there arrived also

A

" jonquier, described as "the most polished violinist

,., CP Renenyl", and her husband, wtio played her accompaniments.

from Mauritius originally they aet+’ei in Durban and

-nre chamber concerts in the Tom Hall, Berea Hall and

joeeptVe Rail; and travelled to neighbouring towns.
They were two of the unluckiert musicians ever to visit

DarBhT.l'tlng dogged by bod weethrb wherrrer they went. Time

uid egeln they Buffered the dlfappointment of heving to pTey

in half-empty halle. Avon Saxor end Vlirglnle Cheron nude

another viett to Kimberley and Johanne.burg early In 1895

ani .ere back In Durban 1. June. They combined with the

jonqulera for one concert on 10 June, and then, after their
marriage in Durban In July, gave a farewell concert In the
tow. Hall on the Zlat of that month before going to Burope.

Thle laet concert war given much publicity; aouvenlr po

of Mam, Cheron-Saxon (an ehe then called hereelf) and Avon

Saxon were given to all the ladiea In the 4/-. 5/- ">'d V-
aeat,?]1  Another vial tor to Durban wae a dl.tlnguiahed

iriah baritone. Signor Pol., who arrived ...... Augurt and

. a "qtflfsnl-V~rdi Goncprt -
1) MA. 20 March 1893, P- A" o/ "ntefmnl-Verdl Concert
O . 22 March 1893, p. 3, col.

Sy M . as April 1893. p. 3. col. 4. "The Jonguier Concecr

3) N.M. 24July 1893, p. 3. col* 5’ "Pnrerf'n t0 **%*



g onp concert- in the Town Hrll on 17 August before

on his mu, ical tour of South Africa.
procel

In Snite of all thiu array of diotlnguiBhed musicians,

CPl talent was being stimulated by the first Eisteddfod

tel /December 1893)

and the Eisteddfod concerts which
in NflLtu v

It wan thv second Eisteddfod of August 1893
follow'-

ma, brought the aonrnno, Ada Forrest - perhaps the most,

f nil Natal sln'crs - before the Durban musicnl

famous "J
3)

Orgvn recitals
utltc,

w«*re given frequently in the Town

vd on the Berea by the few competent organists living in

Durban, or bg t ore on a visit from Liarltsinrg.

Ar early as January 1893 the phonograph, forerunner of

the gr*ophonv, * arousin Interest when a certain
g p g

Mi Cohen gave private recorded concert, on the phonograph of

piece, played by celebr.tie,. In November 1693 ptonograph

concert, .ere given In the Karon.c ne.ll, 3

, room in Kercury Lane, where five piece, could be heard on

oevment of a rhlVing. U tuning being done with the aid ol

ear-tube. or cone.

But theoe novel experiment, .ere in no

a substitute for the live concert.

'

A, . ie number of etring-player. in Durban Increased

a violinist, held at least three chamber concert, in the

Congregational Mall Husgrav. Road between March and .Tune o

1694. In th- ,e he w " toted by violou 6)

3) n. 35 Aug. teyb, p. ¥
Slet" ddfodT.

4) See Chapter Sixteen. "
, coi. 6, "Phonograph .
5 M1. 4 Dec. 193, ~ 3, A A

6) N.M. 30 April 1 15+ *



Tnauiers gnve chamber concerts in the Berea Hall in

Tn the u;jne month Otto von Bo>th,

' the violinist,
june.

ve chamber concerts in the M >nic Hali in 3mith Street,

-oipted again by the pianist Moray Maclean: both had
;,.t returned from a concert tour in Johannesburg. The

Tr n tenor George Mncfnrlane held a chamber concert in the

AN AN

" Hall.Sulth Strc, t on 9 November 1874, and was

,t,,d oy the Durban Male Voice Choir and by the pianist

Cholllnor (rom-Tly Mr .

2)
0 a compo'itions.

Bevlss) who played one oi her

A= had often happened in early years, the congenial

leather of July brought celebrl tie., to Town. In 1894 a
Scottish operatic foprano, to-rgierlte Maclntyre, via.,el

Scrtan and aang In several concerts arranged for her In 'he

making a tour of South Africa alter a successful concert

season in Kimberley and Johannesburg. The Choral 'Ir.ior.

with its Male Voice Choir under Crane upplemented her

program, with part-ronrs. She gave three concerts in all

in August.

When the Town Hall org n was official.y opened on

Handel's Merriah was given two perfomances on ,'C and ’

December with a chorus of 100. About 1.500 peopleware

March 1895. soon after the arrival of the n r ~ J 2

7 7 7 or , , 7 7 , . p. e. «ol. 3. "Chamber

Concert". . . 9
R .1 4, "Chnmber Concert .

crowds wao hod BBsei.ibl < 1
Saga. pp. 149. 150.) A

4) NM. 24 Dec. 1894, P«
Messiah".

,.Jeeona performance of



ct "Comoration Popular Goneor were started, and
Qrg?.r*ib )

re usually held on Thursday afternoons, with special

.n¢, .Oncerte to cater for t v

influx of holiday-makers
mornmh v

trx(. winter months t
T

i thi inl ital
durlng 1 ¢ werec mainly og/gjan recitals

ich local ¢rtirti were invited to perform.
Avon Saxon ind Virginia Ghoron returned to Durban in

i r with o cone' rt tarty c lied the "Saxon Glee Sin”ere"-
Kay 2

rillle quartet and a soprano. Their four concerts were

r.eld in th Town Hall, tut to vary sparse audiences; after

-Auioh the party vitited Johannesburg where, with a ’erger
copulation t'- cater for, they were likely to be received

more favour xbly.

In the cl>elng yeirt of the century there was -n

abundance of musical entertainment. At the time v.r.e, the

g6,0n Olee 31nSere -err In Durban, the Payne Family of

Handbell-Blngere .arc attrrctlng large crowds at the Theatre

6we to Durbar. In the ea, ¢ month with the Sr-llsh tenor,
Charles S.und-rs. All three of the Trebelll concerts 1,

1396 drew full houses. In June Homnn Salmond. the Bn

baritone, cr* to Durban end gave concerts In the Town”,11

and Theatre Royal. In July 31r Charles and Lady HrHe

(Kadsme Bonne Nerudn) arrived In South Africa with their

Bee e¢hsnter pixt- ri.

2

4 May 1895, p. mor g

i - "pirot Trebelll Concert".

IiTMI' Su ilomonf ,
ibelli Concert



1)
Hall6” '

,. wife nn ev«--n more eminent violin!.t.
pnd Hie

p3}<an On 14 Au vt

They arrived
nceom ;>nied by Lut combe Se; rell e,

.1 vnnwn entrepreneur, who hud arranged their

tour for
p well->ulu —
A They grve only two cire rt 1in the Town h; 1 . In
yw,*er KcAd o'; "Jub ler3lr -err ,nd Vir“nl, Concert

A ipny« poperred an in at the Theatre Royal, and in the

m -ith. Avon Saxon, who had disbanded the Snxon -rlee

Sincere and returned to London, ermne back to Durban with a

company called the Cheron-Saxon Concert Company whicn

X { ite of tie ie dletlngulehed vi itora amatfur

60cletlee ,er .tiV. vry ,ctlve. The Durban end Berea

crjrol Onion had t-cune "The Durt r. Chan 1 and vrei emrtral

Wwon", an ,urlnf 1 '5, eere W.y reheardng Hryon'a

Voice Chair, T : WV hair, maintained hy Prencl, Crane for

occeWonal popular ooneertr. m ed Dirhn.

quit, eatisfled to play rtralghtforward operatic edee.lon.,

1

trying anything more mbltioue or beyond the capahlllitlea o

the niv.yer. :

"ouic ! , 4 "The Halle Concert".

, . «TI Jubilee Sincere

II.,L11 nnncert

2)



tThe Ar-Pociation har. i% far ?voided the
ruinous mistake th t Ima hitherto been no common

with local orcheitraB - the selection of music for
nubile performance far b-yond the cnpebilitiec of
the playerslIL 1)

The popularity of Sund y evening concerts dates from
1 ut Jm.e 189b \hen local amateurs gave what were called

ng,cred Concerts" in the Theatre Royal. The orogrwanes

...cred songs. Sund iy evening organ reeltils were given
regularly m the Town Hf-11 when ) w artists might be

introduced to the ublic.

;r-,nl6t in 1896, the D.M.A'r f r.t concert took place on

3 Key 1896 when Mend-lfrohn'e Athene war. the main v .r,:

-erfored. Price o- r :: rrlon were V-. "A. Ind V-.
v.*ue . r repented In October with r choir of 200, end the

imie An ociation oerf-med Handel'e

2

» 18 Decm'Rr

(without an orcher.tra) with the help of a wialtlng herttone

Scott Seker!5s The Aerocletion held a Huelc.l Peetlval

leetlng for k-ee dpt in July 1897, again with excerpt, from

nndraydn'a“sreatlsa.' In September e concert

*

dCBcrlhed nr n failure: Inadequate rehearaal rerulted in

great confueion n: on* the ore

See p.. 91.
Y See n.417
3) Pl 105° 7 cnl fi, "Durban Musical Association'.’

4) NM. 19 Dec. 1896, P* 1-

5) N,P. 20 July 1896, P« =



observed the repeatn and othera did not.

Of the touring musicians who arrived in Durban one

. for least two months. This ?s:

Signor Renzo
reini'ine

, Quite indcnendc ntly of the Cheron-Saxon Company,
Rpionao. *°

. t.].ich he wee a member, he conducted n aeries of orchestral
0

&, rtr in June and July 1b9<-, ond drew an all the available
@

,.,;t in Durban and Uarmburg. These concerts took place

Uie ToWwn Hall. To as. let him Kotondo had several able

-ttncienet U dame Cheron, Avon Saxon, Lionel Hargreaves

(.baritone) and Ur. .'onquler. Another, who made her home

in Durban and taught music, war Madame Letowoka, a pianist

»d Singer who "very pretty" and could “play 40 pieces

toton gtreleekl. -nitvr rvrber of the Cheron Saxon Company,

rto ,r.s formerly Court planlrt to the Queen of Eoumsnls. gave

recitals In the Masonic Hsll,Smith Street; a so-called

"RuBElan" planlrt, P.ron vm HIlmmeir*erir ~th pw N T

.I.

rer.station r.r layer nd conductor" left Johannesburg to

Visit Durban In Aorll and P1~.d at the Music Saloon o.

in July. in the same month the Snowdrop n nr " rj T -
Aaeoclatlon". ,pnDUIl,r orchestral
7))  K,M. June 1 " « ne 1’
5 IL.4. 3 April, 1 1*

A HlimnelBt jerna*
6) TIhj®». 16 A HI, 1 \A

Recital".
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. p belated edition of the Christy Minstrels -
AritsWg !

i, the Town Hf 11. Roger Ascham visi ted Durban

-foitu
Tulv -\nd gave organ and pian% reel tale in the Town

drew crowab

ggain
The Jubilee Singers returned for their third visit
Hall*
, 1t. The greatest attraction of all wes the famous
A~ h tenor, Sims Reeves, who gave two concerts of popular
Sngl16

1)
the Town Hall In September 1896.

1897, the year of Queen Victoria', Diamond Jubilee, wne

kue7 y,nr in Durban with all kinde of mualcal entertalnmenta.
8

_» February Bennl Schoenberger, a Hungarian planlet. appeared
in

tM Town Hall with Signor Rotund and Wee Lilian hruaera,

u Werlc.n eoprano. i rger attracted aome attention

»nh . newly patented reao-.utor attactud to the piano. The

Blnnond Jubilee Concert, atarted in May and leeted until

Tti, . they were mainly popular In character, rnd not free

from filmoet Incredible mishape:

Abandon the number

Ulltary band. ..Hated at theae concert., 7th ttaaeara.

9th (Queen'm Royal) Lancer,. 2nd Royal Dublin IM.lUere,

W Wait Riding Regiment. The Ind.yldual performer, who

figured prominently were those of e.t.bUah.d mualcal

reputation In the Town, »«”« Cheron'

Signer Rotondo, Mr. K- Benton (a Swedish vlol.nl at) an

Baron von Hirrriclstjemn.

These were the day. of har.h, etact” n™ ~*

_ k

; a.K. It sept. 1896. p. 4. CO..
-hi. W Sept. 1896. P. co“

"Sims Reeves Concert".
»glme Reeves Concert

1 advert.

1 10 18y77 " A 7
) K.". 7 June 1897, p. 4. col.
v n-'frt 1

..Saturday's Orchestral



iticiemB, m ny of which e<; tec

n
yr« - *

10 july 1897 the D.M.A. 1w e performent- f glijejb
Aich they had rehearsed otvenuoualy for v ro' non'f

lig:5n found much to regret Lr, the nerfon nee .1 I'ly tc

v,r -iea3ly wrote the following critique:

"The prlncim 1l ao’oi t. were Md! e. Chevon,
vr6. Boyd-Smith, Mr. C. H. Miller and Mr. Avon 3axor ,
but with the single exception of ?rt . ooyd-on.lth
m.ug the contralto music, not one of t .ore named wm

v. t none o:' the other, turf ....

Having rend the above renort in the paper of 18 *ly

enhance hie nreetlge a, a nude teacher, detemined to see,

on that fateful MondrV nornln, and awaited arrival of th,,

from Milligan but an none was forthcoming he knocked -

»X)rV in  iuv.ic 4

ABBOciRtion".
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IB.v>ilant. The noise of thio altercation attracted the

..n 0f the whole staff wlio entered the office and aet

gpxon. Soon afterwards Mr. Woodhead, the Editor,
mw3d and ordered Saxon off the premises. MilM"an
anl\/S ved to the hospital, and Saxon was handed over to
., police. His hxi.ible ap lo”y to Milligan through trie
U& not in any way no .ease the general -euhiic who now
re,...yded Saxon with aone abhorrence. A charge of ansault

brought against him and he was tried before the
was
Bgi3trate; but when on 28 July he war fined only five

members of the press all over South Africa were so

M.ep.pere urged that Ir future the mtlle should boycott

all of Saxon’f concert..

There cat be little doubt that Milligan', criticism of
the concert .a. sound, a, at least two other critiques
corroborated (In some measure) the opinion that the

performance wao on the =« " Inadequate. The BurkSl1*ar

wrote if the e;r.c-rV.

Impresslvenesa o. - 1*3
1Vt in con C:u-rce.

, rol 7. "Brut, a Assault on a
1) P.M. 13 July 1897, n. +
Journalist". .+
2) Durban Star, 3 Aug. V =v» " A
Journaliat'T - )
3) 13 July 18,7. P. 4. col. 6. "Durban Musical

ABBOCirition".



The Nat .1 Ahvertleer wrote:

"Ur. Srxon pl«'u<ed the audt nee with his
fine drBrnotic ringing, xce lent declamation,
clear enunciation, and fine exprereion, hut after

ping so warm an eulogium on ['r. Saxon, doubt
Aurt be exarcrred if Mr. Saxon caught the exact
interpretation inte. dcd to be placod on the
"Slijoh" mueic." 1)

Milligan's reout tion aa a harsh critic was well-known

>

~Mre wnB a likellho >d that he war to write the critique,

x, verthelcoa he war sufficiently knowledgeable ae a musician

,arn the re, ,ect )f rx t of t,, Town's muolclnna. It

W.:, however, difficult for the mn, letrate to believe that

he could be entirely unbias.ed when writing the reports on

concerts given by Miee Cheron and Mr. Saxon.

Investigation revealed thatHIV Man had been aclose friend

of the Cheron fa:.ny; that in 189?. he had made an offer of

marriage to Klee Charon'a slater, md had been refused: end

that subsequently, when S xon became engaged to Miss Cheron.

Milligan had done everything In his power to prevent the

marriage, believing as he did that Miss Cheron'- career as

gave his evidence In court by asserting that Milligan had

resorted to the expedient of attacking Saxon and his wife

may have greatly Influenced the magistrate who Imposed such

Wisely the Saxons ventured on a "~ er concert tour at this

000000000000 0 > « " 2 2

d M ., 0w we. P. pP. * %
Journalist'.
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M they had over "been hel'ore chie regrettable
poPulL'

incident.

life rd wre hegin- ing to lone some of itr earlier

support- -- e 1)
,t 1, the trainin ' >f hi. chnr; 11t > to the fact

t

the Baine tendency to thrive for n year or two and then

-jCUrr rapidly. Nevertheir, r the D.I’.A. w:th the help of
. trnrr band, organ ani p 1" '"* e a perfomance of 2MJ&S6
A,land compDi od by Sir Frederick Bridge for the
Dlarind JubneeT and m D«e ber 16,7 th.y oerfome”"

>le.6 cantata fbrlr.tn,,,- g*«, *nd eborusee :rom Handel'a

Marrlab to an audience "far beyond the capacity of the

Towr v "o

S, ™ Of the nn.ucel

.ttractlon. In Durban in the latter

part Of v ,T werat Koarltrturga 8, twdrop Wnrtrela *nh

(originally the Jubilee 3In. -ra); and the vlalt in Howev.ber

of Alice Lleknn, a young 16 year-old vlo'lniat

Johanna burg where ehe had been Idolized -y 1 °f

30 many "dlIrtlnrulahed" mu.-lcHne had virlted Durban

in the la, t >w y- or, that it w a only the beat who could

But in a it,, of -"motive advert!,,ante ay oungj"™"

1) See p. I1l1e
« ni. 4, advert.

[g. 4 Oct. 1 >7, P- <« .0
ABeociatlon".

’ 7, "Sunday Ooncev

concert in the Wnnder r” x
col. 7, "A I'aric Qeniut e



?nie Marx with his Concert Company was received with

rence when he came to Durban In January 1B93. Unlike

u.(U*

could not boast of international fame:
others ne

moreover,
critleB unkindly wrote that he ployed the violin "with

, correctness", but with faulty Intonation.

. He also
iesh 8Tu

*he added misfortune of holding concerts at the
3UffC-«u

ti’iie of the year when meny people were disinclined

10 attend concerts of serious music, except those given by

<Vxn6 whose resounding reputations preceded them wherever

they went.

#alKne Albanl, a fanour Canadian aoprano. arrived In Stay IBM

gave two concert. In the Town Halt, when .he .an, «o.tly

irlee from the Opera, and orator! a and .acred work., and

, fe, well-known, simple ballade. Her second visit -as In

M ch 1819, when she brought with her Signor Franco Leonl.

ter accompanist, and other artiste incl id'.ng tenor,

Mr,tone, and a contralto. The greater portion of her three

concerts In the Town Hall In April she devoted to opera,

.doptlng the earlier practice In Durban concerts of combining

the concert hall and opera house In one perfomance. Her

second an third concerts were given In two parts, evenly

balanced with .elected nr,as from the operas and the staging

of scenes from Verdi's [I"TrovJata and Gounod's Fausl-

Annie Stevens, an Awustralian contralto, and .Tames

armlngton. an SngU.h '« ™pr ' fHV* 'eo - mn--rts In"the----——---

'

, "L.et Sight's Concert".

11 redeemed”hls* reputstlon'by becoming the

leader
the Capetown Orcheetra.

2) NjJI. 8 Jan, 1898, p. 4. co% % >U'A
, 5. "MndamA Albani

3) n.M. 20 May, 1898* p*,  * 1 7, 'eMudntnc Albani -
27 May' W 8, p. 5, col.
See p. 431.

» 7, <“Madame Albani A
4) NM. 11 April 1379, P. % 7, "Albani Concert
O . 13 April 1899, P.
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. Tniv nag,>with the fitvsirtance of an orchestra of 38
Il m tJUL~ 1)

trained by Hohy and Himnelntjema. In July,
pWer

vt prlcdenthal, a Oeniinn pi; n t of woale-v, lin re ut? ~ on?"

ve .. Pce livnofrec Itf.lv in th- Tiic H 11,3.1th Street

... m hie choice of works a v.urked preference
bljo* in* x L

., Liv,2t i.nd V/a.-ner, but only a few

for those

eople wore interested,

in the month he appeared in

) the Town h 11 with Herr
1/ vri

r,r ¢l, the violin vt, in a r mr;. e of works for violin

pipnoiort«vn er- w ' - -V vtubenta of run ¢ In v I.
. pprBnped a n eclal matinee '.dvformance for thorn on
5 Av*ift.
The D.M.A. par: Iv Adii’i I T. Crertlon in the T >wn

anslCRl Festival on three nights in the - : y i-art of Jaly

199, and chose why UU U A~ N~  3t.erndnle Bennett,

A\

to==mn» ** “ndel. and a ne. orcheetrol suite ty

06.rU* Hoby called S ¢ e n e , Yenl*'l m « dineipel

7 July nn nrcbltiouB but ur.. ucce. oful attempt was made to

, "T iwn Hrll Concert

i v 4Hrrr Friedentlv 1 t

ItecitaT". i .4
1 1 "Wrrr Fri- Ion-1

4) N.H. 8July I'bJ, P* ’ roli7f

"Durban hunicnl
M.\. 8July w > p*v’



. Tiiv 1898 with th- arBistance ot an orchectra of 38
BPU In U A

1)
trained by Hohy a d Himnel;tjnrna.

In July,
plfiyell

vt Friedenthal, a Q-ennan pi iii.t o+ worlu-v.ide re sut<Aon”

»hree )iunoAracitain In th In, >nic Hv|l.}Z !th Street

in hie- choice o: work;

a narked preference for those
SPWI*L

ter in the month ho a neared in the Town Hal! with herr

the violinist, in a irovru ¢ of works for violin

s

, arranged a special metinee
3
5 August

erformance for them on

aisled Festival on three nights 1In r" 01 ,,aly

1696 end eh se * X~V .,en

hy Stemdale Bennett,

, »»eenhH«ue by Hnrd, end e nev orchestral suite Vy

ghsrlet Hohy celled Scene” frir, Verl®e rr the prlnclpel

from Mar teturr ,nd el out ten ' rn.s '
9

.md-player. iron,

7 July n aribltlouo hut un ucce oful attempt .us made to

nerfora the opening

movement of boethoven t 3 hon,-
= minor. The e,-1r ' » r. throughout the orchestra
*
, TNw.oyiv prledenthi 1 a
Recltr 1". .t 7, "Hrr Friedenthal »
Reel ini". ) L
"He rr Friedenth i -
m) " July 1 1 ¢ "e ' 7, "Durhrn 1Urlenl "'

O . 8 July 1898, P- 3l



°,38

, took place on 29 October in the Town H?11. L; me
coricer '

the otherr- it v\ . t free concert. AV >ut 1fl(0 : ople
jjoft 1 1I'* .
1%ere

v, H. ItPCdonria of The Ohliaron of ths 3w2r® r vom ty

v * free ¢ certr for the ye:/i* 1 wfmvHI 5Sven on
tt;e DF
December when tin choir of 100 voice* eto the orcheptr,
oroed selections) fr >m KrndeVr Ke”al*h.
prooonnde e .ncerto ' >ok on a ne* at eet in June 18W.
the weather condition, nope red vournVle the lord t
;ricltet Oro-ind wat uaed on 9 June for on open air concert
,lven by the combined band,, of the 7th Hnaaara and lelceeter-
|
continent, 1 Idea and In Durban It w,a aaaoclated for
ye re with tnilitnry bond erfomancee in the Town (A" cti.r.

(thVard 10 Sentember "Onen Air Oh,intent- concerto were given

,t the Kr.ronlc Hall In Smith Street .hen refreahmenta were

B, T,., Room, . ay thle time Durban had become
the mandoline , V hav been atarted by the Durban Venetian
Band of m-ndoliner. "lit rr ant b n o, (in »n a

ArQocia ti'tn ".
) advert,

W AV vl .
3) IL.L. 7 June 1IHy; » n* ?
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) - . 1698 in Q iro”rtumne of songs, .leer -nc
in povemoei

trimental music which ted been am nged by
0. r,,cr,rlanel- Another rti liar eaemble, the
BsyllE Family, he, d by willie R. BayUa, Principal
- I Band Academy of Muule, ¢ ne to »urb,n In September 1899

thlp time n number of promising Durbnn music!"nr,

, oncn, went to the » .ynl Academy of Kuele in Vmron

earn » living by teaching, fid by giving occasional
.,Xerts. Until 1898 the most distinguished of these
tuSente was Virginia Chenon who studied singing rt tie
‘v AC dem, from 1839 to 1891 and returned to Durban during
[

Cro.e. s ol: nist. returned to Durban after studying under

-.tnr y tthay. ms Ir.g her dtbut Im the T.wn HnvV V

to Seotember . re, . IV ~cColl. mm0o lost ter hu, n- n

- . ve ler first Durban

played her accorn r.n rr eeul

2)

olor.

3,'Ce"t " 6, "The MnoOoll-Porrest
2) F -V iov. 100, p. -. .
Vor<, ™
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LV il, . IV>11 m»i "% id benefit concerts were accorded

vr. ir mii K-it > t ic fownlB musicians. A fter 21
to the '

, r teaching *t t'v Convent 3cho > =n dm;th Street,
year:- 1 11°

Uflrv aertrude w n given a farewell

) concert at the
gieter

f « n m 7 Sentember 18 9 prior

to her going on leave
Oonve’lv n' ",

o 3ha deserve t . Ve rern-enbered bb Ada Forrest'B
to Britain. 0)

1+.v ¢ teacher In Durban. MIBB Alice Scrivener, a

decided to settle In Durban after spending some

vil,,*s in Johan aburg. She wis given n farewell concert

Qhe returned to England in Febnary 1899. There is
v,,)rd 0f a similar honour having been accorded to

sr. Macdonald when he went on leave to England soon after

.eptmfcer IB."; but h< wis siren n "Grand Benefit Concert"

{. -3im HHX' on 15 June. Mncdoi.ald had always shown a

strong version to nllltnry bands but, oddly enough, the

n5c6s8 of thl. oncert was attributed to the presence of the

3,04 of the King's Royal Rifles. Though his unpopularity

» » conductor woo a gre t handicap to his efforts with the

D.V.A. his sincerity and fine musicianship made It possible

for this Society to give some excellent concerts. One of

tecdonald's greatest achievements was <>* P“::

Sullivan's TI1AJderL 11! 1f'rat

festival In 18U6) when It wan given it: -1r'"

perforasnce In the Tom. Hall on September 1899. Macdonald
deputy as Borough Organist end c inductor of the D.H.A. -ns
Prank Proudnan who enjoyed conr.l i r":

to Burn™ in 1897. Like Duncan iticColl he wnabl”*ned -1th _

* 4" . _,i. 7, "Mr. Macdonald'e Benefit
1) ty:. 15 Jura IB>9, P- 6- 0
Ooncert".

V, y . 18 sent. 1899. P- 7. col.
AfiHoclHtion".

Durban Musics



accomplished muBicitm for a wife. 3fi> wa
! big"

16t and a singer, and during 1898 and 1899 av? aas; r.te"

of the D.M.A. concerts.

In September
,I1th some oi

fr8ftls were commenced for the first South African

A "Omance of Colerldge-Taylor’» Hiawatha's Wedding Feast,

2

was not until 26 V.ay 1900, after Macdonaldls return
hut '

.,nve that this work was performed. By request it wn.
from N*0*

A 60 "Scenes from Hiawatha" on 25 October. The D.H.A.

,,Oncert of the century wan a performance of Hander’s

Asslsh or. 32 December 1900 .hen Ada Forrest aang”the

60prano solos! Proudman’a "Orchestral Society" made «

,Iret appearance on bruary 1900 In the Town Hall, yet

in these less rrilmltlve days the electric Ughte failed

during the sin, <g of the "Hallelujah" chorus.

The year 19u0 was filled with anxiety and excltemen

and an abundance of Jubilation as the year progressed. Thes-

tare rewarding days for those who were musically enterprising.

about the middle of 1899 when the likelihood of war was

causing some alarm British troops were arriving In Durban,

and military bands of many regiments perfomed In the Town.

The evening of 7 July 189, was a "Grand Hilltary

the Town Hall when the massed bands of the Lelceatere

Segment, H.M.R. , pipe" "*d drummers of the Durban cadets

(106 performers In all) Played Jul'len’s British Art,-

W drlll.. under the conductor , Price Hughes. Refugees

from the Transvaal (mainly Johannesburg and the Heefjownb.

2) See n. 109.

. 7  "Durbon Orcheatral
3) IUZ. 5 Feb. 1900, p. 4, CO -

Society".

4) NM. 8 July 1899, P- 6’ c°'* ~

itjuw WeflOHM
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i into Durbnn, end many musicians amonc them. Under

,iicee O0f the Women*8 Patriotic League concfta were
the pUf

t0 i-iiioe lundc for w»r relit.. " Durban flest Country

cintlon organized relief concerto In the Tovm Iipll and

r .eatre loyal In Octob r. They were conducted by A
[
Ya. “o
IMS increa. in o ulatlon mu: ic prornered. The

ve. ,,tr t society under Mr. Proudman c¢ >ulc murter

T 1° Smart Le/.ari,

. Secretary of the Wanderers*
30 per. J1

Orohettra in Jobnnneebury. gathered round him all the

...... ter, ,Ilthat orci.ertr,. who were in Durb; n, :nd started

.eriee of r -ular cono. rtr. the fir, t of which wee, in the

tore Hell on 17 February 1900 and the second on 2' Fabruary

buret of excitement orer the Relief of ladysmith set hie

.,to Hall for 1la concerto to Rive the n.opl. of D-u-Kan the

uale they .anted - it »Uly patriotic - and added to

the .,y of the orooeedlner on 10 Aoril by hoisting one o.

rrrir 1 . f the Olouc rt r hire He”-nt who had been relieved

enmloV, when their band nl,yed with an orchestra under

Charles Hoby in the -'own ; T ! X 1 *50

With the Relief of Mnfekinr In May 1900 roecial concerts

to celebrate the occ, lion were given in the Town Hall; and

the Snplre Day oelebratiom on w "°re enthueiaetlc

than ever "before.

3 A \Y L

«e 113 > P " " A\
Concert".



a,ing there hectic months a nxiiaber of Durhen imiricinnc

,nired to write compositions to mark aome special

.he course of the War, »nd it woe there compositions
Jtent in “ne

hlch , v.trihuted to the success of the various concerts at

allien m1 . " . . ) ,
"Brit: null.' ' Piccaninny", " >ri snnt r

were sung to a large audience at the Asaault-at-Ama

the cadets of the Durban High School Md the

'

rr hy 160 I »ye t the Burt . Orcha tr 1 Society Ooncert

n ...eh ixx, .hen it -r ayed by the Bijou Ore .c. tra

*Bifr dhg" V-ordB by Lvnn ly.ter) wra . mg by . ... ..

3tu .
(baritone) at the thanksgiving OQOor.c-rt for
Lo, .. - " for brit > oh rv: '¢# ' 5)
a rch, "Lor:-, -ob-rt ' O ' vy L T1l1-— 111 -
Sfi'i

SQCin M ill'*.
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,ne Tovm Hall on 1 June to celebrate the entry of

"rd Roberts into Pretoria.

Alice Hart's early composltion,

tne march "South Africa",and her song "Heroes of the Sea"

,¢ yth performed in the Town Hall on 12 aone oy the Bijou

A

, tPO 0t Lezard'a Far. wall Concert, together with other

v, innl cor. 'ooitiona, topical or otherwise, by Proudman,

Hot)ly. Macdonald, Lezard, each com oser conducting his own

Mad ne Letowska, the pianist, omnosed a pianoApiece

caUed "Colenao" and the rong "Song of the Jack", both of

v.ich were performed at her concert organized under the

ispices of the Women’s Patriotic League for relief funds on

Orchestra in the Town Hall on 11 August a local music teacher,

;:1,s Edith K,ldw. played two of her own compositions:

.Tslsni" nnd "Victory"; and copies of them were sold at the

local wartime musical compositions it was Hoby o 'Britannia s

Minded Beggar" of t ie same period.

in the months preceding

the outbreak of hostilities 1in

1899 the Payne Family of cnmpnnologirts had returned to

Dur”“n for a aHort v1.U on, perfoma, In

I) ty». 6 June 1900, p. 4, n n''"'""rt-

Concert". R
~ol 7, "Madame Letowska r

3) TUi. 4 Aug. 1'00, p. 7, col.

Concert".

. 7, "Tomorrow Night,s
4) tuV. 10 Aug. 1900. P- 4+ cO 1

Concert".
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