
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE WESTERN CAPE, 1 8 3 8  TO 1 9 0 1 .

A S t u d y  o f  t h e  I mp a ct  o f  V i c t o r i a n  A e s t h e t i c s  and T e c h n o l o g y  on 

S c u t h  A f r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e .

D e n n i s  J o hn  C h a r l e s  R a d f o r d

A T h e s i s  S u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  W i t w a t e r s r a n d ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g  

f o r  t h e  D e g r e e  o f  D o c t o r  o f  P h i l o s o p h y

J o h a n n e s b u r g  1979  

Vo lum e One



I.

A b s t r a c t

The t i t l e  a nd s u b - t i t l e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  g i v e  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  f i e l d  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  An o u t l i n e  

o f  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  c o v e r e d  and some s p e c i f i c  e x c l u s i o n s  a r e  

t o  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .

As t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a p i o n e e r i n g  s t u d y ,  c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h  

m e t h o d s  w e r e  u s e d .  The f i r s t  was  t h e  v i s u a l  o n e  o f  a s u r v e y .  T h i s  

e n t a i l e d  t r a v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n t i r e  rc— ' o n  u n d e r  s t u d y ,  l o c a t i n g  

a nd  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u r v i v i n g  L i i I c i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  h u m b l e r  s o r t .  P a r t  o f  t h i s  w as  a l s o  a s t r e e t  by s t r e e t  

s u r v e y  o f  Cape Town and t h e  o l d e r  s u b u r b s .  A g a i n  p h o t o g r a p h y  was  

u s e d  t o  r e c o r d  s e l e c t e d  b u i l d i n g s  a nd t h e i r  d e t a i l s .  As a n o t h e r  

p a r t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y ,  a number  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  c h i e f l y  h o u s e s ,  w e r e  

, . . s u r e d  a nd  t h e i r  p l a n s  a nd  a number o f  d e t a i l s  r e c o r d e d .  A c o n t i n ­

u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  was  t h e  t h o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

p h o t o g r a p h i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Cape  A r c h i v e s .  T l e s e  t o t a l  about
5 0 , 0 0 0  p r i n t s .  F u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  S . A .  

L i b r a r y ,  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a nd t h e  A f r i c a n a  Museum , a l l o w e d  

some g a p s  t o  be  f i l l e d .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  

many b u i l d i n g s  now d e m o l i s h e d  and o f t e n  a s s i s t e d  i n  d a t i n g  b o t h  

t h e s e  and s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s .

L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  was  t h e  u s u a l  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e s e a r c h i n g ,  t h a t  ' s  t h r o u g h  

n e w s p a p e r s ,  g u i d e s  and b o o k s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  s e a r c h i n g  o f  

m a n u s c r i p t s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .

The  n a i n  p o i n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  t r a c e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

b u i l d i n g  p e r i o d s  f o l l o w e d  v e r y  c l o s e l y  o n  t h e  b o o m / s i u m p  c y c l e s  o f  

t h e  Cape C o l o n y ' s  e c o n o m y ,  s t y l i s t i c  c n a n g e  a l s o  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  p a t t e r n .  

The e v o l u t i o n  o f  Cape Town i n t o  an  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y  h a s  b e e n  f o l l o w e d  a s  

h as  t h e  l a t e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  a e s t h e t i c  i n  t h e  Cape  v i l l a g e s .  

From t h e  b u i l d i n g  s u r v e y ,  t h e  m a j o r  s t u d y ,  a number o f  t r e n d s  and  

p a t t e r n s  h a v e  c l e a r l y  e m e r g e d ,  a s  h a s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  

b u i l d i n g  t y p e s .  From t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d i e s  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  t r a c e d  i s  

t h e  e a r l y  e m e r g e n c e  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s i n g  and t h e  l a r g e  n o I d i n g s  o f  a 

l a n d l o r d  c l a s s .  T h i s  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  d e v o t e d  t o  p a t r o n s .  In  

t h e  i n q u r y  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  w h a t  i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i s  

t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man,  a 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  p h e n o m e n o n . The
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s e c t i o n  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  s ho ws  how B r i t i s h  d o m i n a t e d  

t h i s  w a s ,  and a g a i n ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  a n o t h e r  V i c t o r i a n  p h e n o m e n o n ,  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r .  The l a c k  o f  s u i t a b l e  l o c a l  

m a t e r i a l  w i t h  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  n e e d  t o  i m p o r t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  w o r l d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s ,  i s  

t r a c e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on m a t e r i a l s .

How much t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  s u i t e d  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  l o c : l  c'Mrr.ate and i n  

w h a t  w a y ,  i s  t h e  t he me  o f  t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  c h a p t e r .  Here  i t  i s  shown  

t h a t  a d a p t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n y  r a d i c a l  r e t h i n k  was t h e  k e y .  The  

l a s t  c h a p t e r  a d v a n c e s  some p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  f o r  some s p e c i f i c  b u i l d ­

i n g  t y p e s ,  and i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n p u t  f rom  

A u s t r a l i a .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  a l s o  a s s e s s e s  Cape  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

i n  a w i d e r  c o n t e x t .
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1.

INTRODUCTION

T h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  Cape P r o v i n c e  a l a r g e  number o f  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  

d a t e  f r om  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  a s u p e r ­

f i c i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  p h o t o ­

g r a p h i c  p a n or am a s  and v i e w  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t o w n s  and v i l l a g e s ^ '  

o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e ,  w i l l  a l s o  r e v e a l  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  many mo r e  t h a n  

h a v e  s i n c e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  B e s . d e s  t h i s  l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f  b u i l d ­

i n g s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  o b v i o u s  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h e r e  

e x i s t e d  w h a t  i n i t i a l l y  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a b e w i l d e r i n g  v a r i e t y  o f  

d i f f e r i n g  t y p e s  and t r e a t m e n t s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  no  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e ;  n o t h i n g  l i k e  

8 . K e a r n e y ' s  s u r v e y  o f  V i c t o r i a n  N a t a l ^  • n o r  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  

d e p t h  o f  R . B.  L e w c o c k ' s  t h e s i s  on t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ^ . In f a c t ,  a s  i t  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  m o me nt ,
( 4 )

l i t t l e  work h a s  b e e n  d o n e  on l a t e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e '  

and c e r t a i n l y  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  way o f  t h e  d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  

w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  i f  e v e r  a d e f i n i t i v e  h i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t o  be  a t t e m p t e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  make  a 

r e a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e ,  I h a v e  c h o s e n  

t h e  p e r i o d  f r om  1 8 3 8  t o  1 9 0 1 ,  commonl y known a s  V i c t o r i a n ,  t o  

h e l p  c o v e r  t h i s  g ap  and a l s o  t o  a c t  a s  a s e q u e l  t o  L e w c c c k ' s  

w o r k .

H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  and t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  Cape  

C o l o n y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  was  f e l t  t h a t  t o  c o v e r  t h e  

w h o l e  a r e a  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e p t h  w o u l d  p r o p e r l y  be t h e  wo rk  

o f  s e v e r a l  t h e s e s ,  s o  i t  be ca me  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a t t e m p t , i n i t i a l l y ,  

t o  i d e n t i f y  s m a l l e r  and more  m a n a g e a b l e  a r e a s  o f  more  o r  l e s s  

d i s t i n c t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  In o r d e r  t o  do  t h i s , two  

c r i t e r i a  w e r e  u s e d , t h o s e  o f  c u l t u r e  and g e o g r a p h y ,  w h e r e  t h e s e  

w e r e  c o m b i n e d ,  a r e a s  c o u l d  e a s i l y  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  Thus t h e  a r e a s  

a r o u n d  K i m b e r l y  a nd t h e  E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  w e r e  d i s c e r n e d  a s  b e i n g  

r e g i o n a l l y  c o m p a c t  and s e t t l e d , i n  t h e  m a i n ,  by  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i s t s .

The K a r o o / M i d l a n d s  r e g i o n  was  a l s o  s e e n  a s  a d i s t i n c t  a r e a  

s e t t l e d  by an A f r i k a a n s - s p e a k i n g  p e o o l e  who u s e d  an a d a p t i o n  o f  

t h e  Cape  v e r n a c u l a r  i n  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s .  L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  

a r e a  c h o s e n  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  ' we s te rn  Cape c o a s t a l  

r e g i o n , s t r e t c h i n g  f rom Cape Town t o  K n y s n a , w i t h  i t s  i m m e d i a t e



2.

h i n t e r l a n d .  H e r e ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  a r e  mo r e  m i x e d ,  c o n ­

t a i n i n g  b o t h  t h e  o l d e r  a n d ,  by V i c t o r i a n  t i m e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  r u r a l  

Cape  Du t c n  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  a nd  t h e  n e w e r ,  b a s i c a l l y  u r b a n ,

E n g l i s h  C o l o n i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h e s e  r e g i o n s  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

s u b j e c t  t o  f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t s ,  b u t  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e f i n e  a 

m a n a g e a b l e  a r e a .  G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g  t h e n ,  t h e  r e g i o n  c o v e r e d  by 

t h i s  t h e s i s  f a l l s  s o u t h  o f  a l i n e  r u n n i n g  r o u g h l y  f r o m  C l a n -  

W i l i  i am t o  W o r c e s t e r ,  t h r o u g h  M o n t a g u ,  t h e n  t o  O u d t s h o o r n  a nd  

e n d i n g  a t  K ny s n a .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  b u i l d i n g s  o u t s i d e  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  

d e a l t  w i t h  b u t  t h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  f o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

a p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t ' s  wo r k.  In d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

t wo a s p e c t s  w e r e  s p e c i a l l y  e x c l u d e d .  The f i r s t  was  t h e  c o n ­

t i n u i n g  Cape  D u t c h  w h i c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Cook a nd  F r a n s e n ,  l a s t e d  

r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d ' 5 1 . The s e c o n d  i s  

t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  B o t h  w e r e  f e l t  t o  b e  s o m e w h a t  

o u t s i d e  t h e  m a i n  c o n c e r n  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  w o r t h y  

o f  a more  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o t  be  

p o s s i b l e  h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on  

some a s p e c t s  o f  b o t h  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a s i d e s .

I t  i s  a l s o  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e  t o  s a y  a f e w  w o r d s  c o n c e r n i n g  w h at  

m i g h t  a p p e a r  t o  be  a s u r p r i s i n g  o m i s s i o n ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  Cape Du t ch  

r e v i v a l .  T h i s  i s  du e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  my r e s e a r c h e s  h a v e  r e ­

v e a l e d  t h a t  i t  had v i r t u a l l y  no e f f e c t  on t h e  m ai n  s t r e a m  o f  

d o m e s t i c  o r  o t h e r  f orm o f  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I t  

s h o u l d  be  r eme mbe re d t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e s t o r a t i o n s  by B a k e r  t o o k  

p l a c e  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s  a n d ,  t h a t  h o w e v e r  i n f l u e n t i a l  he  

a nd  h i s  c l i e n t s  w e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a t i m e - l a g  b e f o r e  w h i c h  

an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  b e c o m e s  p o p u l a r .  T h i s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  B a k e r  l e f t  t h e  Cape i n  1 9 0 2  a nd c e r t a i n l y  had n e v e r  

had a l a r g e  ' c o m m e r c i a l ' p r a c t i c e  t h e r e ,  m e a ns  t h a t  t h e  r e v i v a l  

i s  r e a l l y  an Ed wa rd ia n  phenomenon a s  i s  r e m a r k e d  upon e l s e w h e r e  

i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  P e r h a p s  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  f l o w e r i n g  

o f  t h e  s t y l e  was  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  i t  had 

l i t t l e  t o  o f f e r  i n  t h e  way o f  n o v e l t y ,  h a v i n g  t o  c o m pe ue  w i t h  

much r i c h e r  t y p e s  o f  g a b l e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  s u c h  a s  t h e  F l e m i s h '  1 , 

t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d s  s i m p l e r  f o r m s  b e i n g  an e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  

f a s h i o n .  I t s  r i s e  c a n  a l s o  be  c o n n e c t e d  q u i t e  f i r m l y  w i t h  

n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  f o r  a f o r m  o f  I m p e r i a l i s t  S o u t h



A f r i c a n i s m  b e i n g  v e r y  s t r o n g  t h e n .  In t h i s ,  i t  c o n f o r m s  t o  a 

number o f  n a t i o n a l i s t i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e v i v a l s  o f  

t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s u c h  a s  G o t h i c  i n  B r i t a i n ^ a n d  C o l o n i a l  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ' 3 .̂

T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  i t s e l f ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  

w h a t  i s  a t  f i r s t  s u r p r i s i n g  i s  how f e w  h a v e  s u r v i v e d .  Some o f  

t h e s e  w e r e  o f  c o u r s e  d e m o l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  i t s e l f .  

An e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  r e b u i l d i n g s  o f  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t .  A p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a d  l o s s  t h o u g h ,  h a s  b e e n  t h e  r e c e n t  

t o t a l  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t  S i x ,  an a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  i n  V i c t o r i a n  

t i m e s .  T h i s  was  p e r p e t r a t e d  b e f o r e  I u n d e r t o o k  my r e s e a r c h  and  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  f o r m  o f  r e c o r d s  h a v i n g  b e e n  made.

T h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h e  p o o r e r  f o r  t h i s  l o s s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  v e r y  

f e w  o f  t h e  b i g g e r ,  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  v i l l a s  l e f t .  Too  l a r g e  and  

t o o  e x p e n s i v e  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  f a m i l y  o f  t o d a y ,  t h e i r  l a r g e  

g r o u n d s  h a v e  p r o v e d  i d e a l  f o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n  t h e  f o rm  o f  t h e  

i n e v i t a b l e  b l o c k  o f  f l a t s .

D o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  i s  s c a n t y  a s  w e l l .  As an  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h i s ,  

t h e  Cape  P.W.D.  r e c o r d s  s u r v i c e  i n  some  d e t a i l  b u t  v i r t u a l l y  no n e  

o f  t h e  d r a w i n g s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  n o t h i n g  r e l a t i n g  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a r c h i t e c t s '  p r a c t i c e s :  n o n e  o f  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y  r e c o r d s

w h i c h  w o u l d  g i v e  a v i v i d  i n s i g h t  i n t o  s o  many a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  w o r l d .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  much e v i d e n c e  i s  s t i l l  i n  

p r i v a t e  h a n d s ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  s t i l l  t o  f i l t e r  t h r o u g h  t o  

t h e  v a r i o u s  a r c h i v e s  and l i b r a r i e s ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  e x p l a n ­

a t i o n  i s  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d ,  p a r t l y  o u t  o f  

t h a t  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e p h e m e r a ,  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  a l i  

h i s t o r i a n s  s t r u g g l e  and p a r t l y  o u t  o f  a p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  a l l  

t h i n g s  V i c t o r i a n ,  f rom w h i c h  we h a v e  o n l y  j u s t  e m e r g e d .  T h i s  

p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  h as  i t s  

o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  ' B a k e r  S c h o o l ' 

s t a r t i n g  a b o u t  1 9 1 2 ^ ' ,  r e a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  

be t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  who t h e n  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  p u b l i c  o f  i t s  e v i l s .  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

be come  a r e c u r r i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  r e c e n t  w e s t e r n  s o c i e t y ,  i f  o n e  i s  

t o  t a k e  t h e  r e c e n t  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Modern Movement  a s  

an e x a m p l e .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  a i m s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  e n o e a v o u r



t o  r e s t o r e  a b a l a n c e  a nd  t o  show t h a t  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  o f  t h e  C a p e ,  i s  a w o r t h y  p a r t  o f  o u r  

h e r i t a g e .

L a s t l y ,  s o me  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e s i s .  In 

o r d e r  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  m a s s  o f  m a t e r i a l  i n  a d i g e s t i b l e  f o r m ,  i t  

was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a d v a n c e  on a br oad  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f r o n t ,  s o  some f o r m o f  s u b d i v i s i o n  was  n e c e s s a r y .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  a s e c t i o n  w h i c h  g i v e s  

u i e  b r o a d  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l  t e r m s , 

a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  e v o l v e d .  N e x t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  

c h a p t e r s  w h i c h  e x a m i n e  i n  some d e t a i l  t h e  r o l e  and t y p e  o f  

p a t r o n a g e ,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n  and t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e .  A f t e r  t h i s  t h e r e  i s  a c h r o n o ­

l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  i s  o r g a n i s e d  by  t y p e ,  a s  i t  

was a g a i n  f e l t  t h a t  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y  w o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h i s  

m e t h o d .  A l s o  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  s u r v e y s  a r e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

m ai n i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  a c t e d  upon t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  F i n a l l y  

t h e r e  i s  an  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  and c l i m a t e ,  b o t h  i m p o r t a n t  

f a c t o r s  i n  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .
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C H A P T E R  O N E .  THE BACKGROUND.

’THE GENERA L ASPECT WAS THUS ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT FROM WHAT IT  

-S  .ODAY, FOE THE OLD DULL} EASY-GOING GAPPY CONDITION OF LIFE 

HAS GIVEN PLACE TO THE STRUGGLING ANXIOUS EXISTENCE THAT I S  

EVERYWHERE IN  EVIDENCE NOW. IN  SHORT WE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT 

UNDER THE LAW THAT IMPELS EUROPEANS TO STRUGGLE FOR KNOWLEDGE 

AND POWER AND HAVE FALLEN INTO LINE WITH THE MOST ENERGETIC 

COMMUNITIES OF OUR RACE’ . f

In 18.38 t h e  t o t a l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  Cape  C o l o n y  was  1 1 0 , 2 5 6  s q i  e  

m i l e s ,  i n  w h i c h  = v ea  t h e r e  was  a e t t l e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 4 7 , 3 4 1 ,  

o f  whom 6 8 , 5 4 2  w e r e  w h i t e 1^ .  T h i s  a r e a  was  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g i o n s  a s  shown on t h e  map.  A c o m p a r i ­

s o n  o f  some o f  t h e  p o p u l a t  on f i g u r e s  g i v e n  f o r  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  

r e g i o n s  l e a d s  u s  t o  n o t e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Cape  Town and t h e  Cape D i v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  

r e p r e s e n t s  r o u g h l y  w h a t  i s  t o d a y  c a l l e d  g r e a t e r  Cape Town,  was  

3 9 , 1 0 6 ,  t h a t  i s  26.6% o f  t h e  t o t a l ; w h i l e  t h e  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  

A l b a n y  and U i t e n h a g e  d i v i s i o n s  was  2 3 , 4 2 2  w h i c h  i s  16% o f  t h e  

t o t a l .  T h i s  s h o ws  how e a r l y  t h e  t wo  mai n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .

In t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  Cape Town w h i c h  

d e c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t ,  c a n  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  

c o m p a r i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  w h i c h  had 1 3 , 9 1 6  p e o p l e  

i n  an a r e a  o f  2 , 2 8 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  B e a u f o r t  ( W e s t )  

w i t h  5 , 9 4 5  p e o p l e  i n  an a r e a  o f  1 3 , 0 5 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s .  T h i s  

p a t t e r n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s t i l l  n o l d s  t o d a y .

I t  i s  a l s o  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  n o t e  low t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  e a r n e d  i t s  

l i v e l i h o o d :  i n  Cape Town,  2 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  c o m m e r c e ,

1 , 8 0 0  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a nd 1 , 5 0 0  i n  m a n u f a c t u r e . . In t h e  Cape  

d i v i s i o n  4 0 0  w e r e  i n  c o m m e r c e ,  6 , 0 0 0  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  o n l y  50  

i n  m a n u i a c t u r e .  In m e  S t e l l e n b o s c h  d i v i s i o n  t h e s e  t o t a l s  w e r e  

39 c o m m e r c e ,  2 , 8 4 5  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 30C i n a r i u f c c t u r e ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  

B e a u f o r t  d i v i s i o n  o n l y  25  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  c o ir mer ce  and a m er e  

4 i n  m a n u f a c t u r e .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  u n d e r l i n e  Cape  Town 's  p r e ­

e m i n e n c e  i n  and v i r t u a l  m o n o p o l y  o f  c omme r ce  and m a n u f a c t u r e  i n  

t h e  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e .  T h i s  h e ge m on y  was  c o m p l e t e d  by i t  b e i n g



7 .

a l s o  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

The  f i g u r e  o f  1 , 8 0 0  e n g a g e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  Cape Town i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e w o r t h y  i f  we r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

a r e a  o f  Cape  Town u s e d  by  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e g i s t e r  was  e f f  . t -  

i v e l y  t h a t  o f  T a b l e  v a l l e y  o n l y .  T h i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  b o t . i  - h e  

r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  t o w n  i t s e l f  and how much l a n d  

was  s u i 1 1 b e i n g  f a r m e d .  H o w e v e r  t h i s  was  c h i e f l y  s u b s i s t e n c e  

f a r m i n g ^ 4 ' .

G o v e r n m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  was  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

who was  p l a c e d  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  b o t h  c i v i l  and m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n y .  He was  u s u a l l y  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  and  

was r e s p o n s i b l e  f a r  h i s  a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  -  

t h e  C o l o n i e s  i n  London and by  whom he  was  a p p o i n t e d .  He was  

a s s i s t e d  i n  h i s  d e c i s i o n s  by an e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l , c o m p o s e d  o f  

t h e  S e c o n d  i n  Command o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  F o r c e s ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  a nd  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l . A l l  

t h e s e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  made  f r o m L o n d o n . T h e s e  o f f i c i a l s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  A u d i t o r - G e n e r a l  p l u s  f i v e  n o m i n a t e d  m e mb e r s ,  

u s u a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  f o r m e d  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .  

B o t h  c o u n c i l s  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  1 8 3 3 .  I t  c a n  be  s e e n  f r o m t h i s  

t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  had no d i r e c t  s a y  i n  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  a nd t h a t  

a l l  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n s  w e r e  e i t h e r  i n i t i a t e d  o r  s a n c t i o n e d  by  t h e  

B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t .  A t  d i v i s i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by  a c i v i l  c o m m i s s i o r  * who was  a l s o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  

m a g i s t r a t e .  He was  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  G o v e r n o r .

In 1 8 3 6 ,  a d e c r e e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m u n i c i p a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

was  p r o m u l g a t e d ^ 5 ' .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  s e t t i n g  up o f  

M u n i c i p a l  B o a r d s  on t h e  p e t i t i o n i n g  o f  a c e r t a i n  number o f  i n -  

h a b i  a n t s .  T h e s e  M u n i c i p a l  B o a r d s  w e r e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s u c h  

t h i n g s  a s  t h e  r e p a i r  an d l i g h t i n g  o f  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r ,  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  d r a i n a g e ,  p o l i c e ,  c a r e  o f  t h e  commonage and t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  m a r k e t s .  B e a u f o r t  ( W e s t )  was  t h e  f i r s t  m u n i c i ­

p a l i t y  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y .  Cape  Town was  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h i s  l a w  

and r e m a i n e d  unde t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  u n t i l  

1 8 4 0 .

In t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s p h e r e ,  i :  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n y  was  n o t
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v e r y  w e a l t h y .  The  t o t a l  r e v e n u e  i n  1 8 3 8  was £ 1 8 8 , 4 5 9  and e x p e n d ­

i t u r e  was  £ 1 6 8 , 5 0 2  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  j u s t  o v e r  £1 p e r  h e ad  o f  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n .  Of  t h i s ,  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  sums o f  £ 3 , 0 8 3 . 1 3 . 9d and  

£ 3 , 3 9 3 . d . l £ d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  w e r e  s p e n t  on p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and  

r o a d s I t  c a n  t h u s  be  s e e n  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n  

w h a t  we w o u l d  now t e r n  c a p i t a l  w o r k s  and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  was  v e r y  

l o w ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e .

The c i v i l  s e r v i c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 2 0  p e o p l e ^ .

T h i s  f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  a nd  r a n g e s  f rom  

t h e  G o v e r n o r  down t o  o f f i c e  s w e e p e r s .  The f i g u r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  

a l l  c l e r g y m e n ,  who t h e n  r e c e i v e d  a g o v e r n m e n t  s t i p e n d .  L e s s  

t h a n *3% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y .  Thus  i t  

m i g h t  be  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b a r e  minimum o f  g o v e r n m e n t  e x i s t e d  and  

t h a t  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  r e q u i r e  v e r y  much i n  t h e  way  

o f  b u i l d i n g s  t o  h o u s e  the m.

B e f o r e  t u r n i n g  t o  e d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Cape To wn ,  a f e w  

wo r d s  on t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  Cape  w o u l d  be  u s e f u l .  The  

p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  g i v e n  f o r  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  

r e g i s t e r  a r e  o n l y  a v e r y  v a g u e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s i z e  

o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  H o w e v e r , we know t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 

c h u r c h  a t  a v i l l a g e  u s u a l l y  g i v e s  some i d e a  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

t h a t  p l a c e .  In f a c t  many c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  f r o m  t h e  p r o c e e d s  

o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  e r v e n .  C o l e s b u r g  i s  an e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s ^ .  In 

1 8 3 8  c h u r c h e s  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p l a c e s : ' 9 .  O ' u r b a n  

( U 1u r b a n v i l l e '  M a l m e s b u r y ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  Da a r l , S o m e r s e t  ( W e s t ) ,  

W o r c e s t e r ,  T u ' b a g h ,  C la n  W i l l i a m ,  S w e l l e n d a m ,  C a l e d o n  and G e o r g e .  

P a a r l , t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a 

p o p u l a t i o n  e x c e e d i n g  2 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i l e  m o s t  r a n g e d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  r.f  

2 0 0 - 4 0 0 .  A s k e t c h  o f  S o m e r s e t  W e s t ,  d o n e  i n  1 8 3 6 ,  s h o ws  a 

s c a t t e r i n g  o f  l o w t h a t c h e d  h o u s e s ,  c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c h u r c h ^ ' . 

The r u r a l  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  Cape D u t c h  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  

was t o  p e r s i s t  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

In 1 8 3 8 ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Cape Town was  2 0 , 1 6 0 ' -  ̂ ' ' .  Of t h i s  

n u m be r ,  j u s t  o v e r  h a l f  w e r e  w h i t e  ( 1 0 , 5 6 0 ) .  The t own had a 

w o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a o p r o x i m a t e l y  5 , 3 0 0  p e o p l e .  The  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  an a r e a  bounde-.  o y  a l i n e  

s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  C a s t l e ,  r u n n i n g  up H a r r i n g t o n  s t r e e t ,  down

I L L . 2



R o e l a n d  S t r e e t ,  a r o u n d  t h e  l o w e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

g a r d e n s  up New S t r e e t  (now Queen V i c t o r i a )  t o  a b o u t  a s  f a r  a s  

Bl oem o r  Bui  t e n  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  B u i t e n g r a c h t ,  t h e n  a l o n g  i t  t o  

u p p e r  Wal e  S t r e e t  and l a s t l y  down C h i a p p i n i  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  s e a .  

O u t s i d e  t h i s  a r e a  t h e r e  w e r e  some b u i l d i n g s  s t r u n g  a l o n g  S i r  

Lowry R o a d ,  a f e w  i n  S t .  J o h n ' s  S t r e e t ,  w h i l s t  t h e r e  w e r e  some  

mor e i n  O r a n g e  and K l o o f  S t r e e t s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a number o f  

l a r g e r  h o u s e s  and c o t t a g e s  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  on t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  

t o w n ,  b u t  a s  n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  T a b l e  

v a l l e y  w e r e  s t i l l  f a r m e d  a s  t h e y  had b e e n  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ^ 1 2 ' .

T h i s  t o wn  c o n t a i n e d  2 , 2 8 4  h o u s e s  and 98  g a r d e n s  and c o t t a g e s ^1 3 

A l l  t h . s e  f i g u r e s  and t e r m s  t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  d e n s e  u r b a n  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  t h e  t o w n .  T h e s e  t w o  t h o u s a n d ,  t wo  h u n d r e d  o dd  h o u s e s  w e r e  

u s u a l l y  o f  two t y p e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  b e i n g  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d ,  U - p l a n ,  

t h r e e  o f  f i v e  b ay  Cape d u t c h  town h o u s e s .  The s e c o n d  t y p e  was  

t h e  mo r e  h u m b l e ,  s i n g l e - s t o r i e d ,  t h r e e  o f  f o u r  room d w e l l i n g .

Bot h  t h e s e  t y p e s  had a f l a t  r o o f  and a f r o n t  s t o e p ^ 1 4 ^. H o u s e s  

w i t h  s u c h  E n g l i s h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  a l o w  p i t c h e d  s l a t e  r o o f ,  

w e r e  t o  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n e we r  a r e a s  w h i c h  w e r e  m o s t l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  

and s o u t h .  T h i s  p r o m i n e n t l y  Cape  Du t c h  f l a v o u r  o f  t h e  o l d e r  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t own l a s t e d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and was  

r e m a r k e d  on a s  i a t e  1 8 7 6 ^ 5 ^. T h e r e  w e r e  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  2 : 0  

' s t o r e s 1^ ' ' ,  a t e r m  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  s h o p s ,  w a r e ­

h o u s e s  and m a n u f a c t u r e s .  The p r i n c i p a l  s h o p s  w e r e  t o  be  f o u n d  

i n  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t .  T h e r e  was  o n e  p r i v a t e  l o c a l  b a n k ,  t h e  Bank 

o f  Good H ope ,  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 3 7 ' l 7 ^. A l l  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  

h o u s e d  i n  e i t h e r  c o n v e r t e d  h o u s e s  o r  i n  h o u s e - 1  i k e  s t r u c t u r e s .

As t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  s h o p  o r  o f f i c e  had n o t  a r r i v e d ,M8)
s h o p s  w e r e  a l s o  j u s t  rooms  i n  h o u s e s '  ; . The  f i r s t  p l a t e  

g l a s s  s h o p  wi ndow was n o t  i n s t a l l e d  i n  Cape  Town u n t i l  1844^ \

The t h i r d  d i s t i n c t  b u i l d i n g  t y p e  was  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  p r o p e r ,  a 

n a r r o w  t wo  o r  t h r e e  s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  o p e n i n g  on  

e a c h  f l o o r .  T h e r e  was  a c l u s t e r  o f  t h e s e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  

A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  a c o u p l e  f u r t h e r  up n e x t  t o  t h e  G r o o t e  Ker k,  

b u t  o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t ,  u s u a l l y  b e i n g  b u i l t  i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m e r c h a n t ' s  h o u s e .  O nl y  a f e w  p e o p l e  i n  

t h o s e  d a y s  l i v e d  away f r o m t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s ' 2 " ' .



The s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  l o c k e d  a f t e r  b y  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c h u r c h e s :  two N.G.  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  n e w l y  b u i l t  G r o o t e

Kerk i n  t h e  H e r e e n g r a c h t  and t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  c h u r c h  i n  Long S t r e e t ,  

o n e  A n g l i c a n ,  o l d  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  i n  Wal e  S t r e e t ,  o n e  L u t h e r a n  i n  

S t r a n d  S t r e e t ,  o n e  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  S t .  Andr ews  ( 1 8 2 8 )  i n  S o m e r s e t  

R o a d ,  o n e  W e s l e y a n  c h u - c h  i n  Burg S t r e e t ,  an i n d e p e n d e n t  c h a p e l  

i n  Chur ch S q u a r e  and f i n a l l y ,  a Roman C a t h o l i c  c h a p e l  ( i n  r u i n s )  

i n  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ^  L  A new N.G.  c h u r c h  was t h e n  u n d e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  j u s t  b e l o w  t h e  B u i t e n g r a c h t .

The c h i e f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  t h e  Old S l a v e  L o d g e  i n  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t ,  t h e n  u s e d  a s  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  a nd  Law C o u r t s ;  t h e  C om m er c i a l  

E x c h a n g e  ( 1 8 1 8 )  on t h e  P a r a d e ,  w h i c h  a l s o  h o u s e d  a l i b r a r y ;  t h e  

p r i s o n  and c u s t o m  h o u s e  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  H e r e e n g r a c h t ;  t h e  

Town H ou se  ( W a c h t h u i s ) ,  on G o v e r n m e n t  S q u a r e  and l a s t l y ,  S o m e r s e t  

H o s p i t a l  i n  S o m e r s e t  Road .

A t  t h i s  t i m e .  Cape Town p o s s e s s e d  no h a r b o u r .  The  m e t h o d  o f  o f f ­

l o a d i n g  b o t h  g o o d s  and p a s s e n g e r s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  i n c o m i n g  s h i p s  was  

t h a t  l a b o r i o u s  o n e  o f  t r a n s f e r r i n g  g o o d s  and p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  

a t  a n c h o r  i n t o  s m a l l e r  b o a t s  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  b r o u g h t  t he m a l o n g s i d e  

o n e  o f  t h e  w oo d en  j e t t i e s  b u i l t  o u t  f r o m t h e  s h o r e .  In 1 8 3 6  a 

h a r b o u r  b o a r d  had b e e n  f o r m e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  s t o n e  m o l e ,  

s t a r t e d  by C o l .  M i t c h e 1 ! ,  t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  i n  1 8 3 3 ,  t h e y  

e l e c t e d  t o  b u i l d  two w oo d e n  j e t t i e s ,  o n e  n e x t  t o  an o l d e r  o n e  

n e a r  t h e  C a s t l e ,  and a new o n e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  B r e e  S t r e e t  w h i c h  

was  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 4 2 .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  an a d e q u a t e  h a r b o u r  was  a 

s o u r c e  o f  c o n s t a n t  d i s c o n t e n t  a nd  a g i t a t i o n  a m o n g s t  t h e  more  

p r o g r e s s i v e  c i t i z e n s ,  a s  w i l l  be  s e e n  l a t e r  o n .  I t  m u s t  a l s o  

h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  i m p o r t e d  i t e m s  i n  Cape  

Town( 2 3 ) .

The i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  o f  Cape Town,  i f  i t  c a n  be  d i g n i f i e d  by s u c h  

a name ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s :  f i v e  c a n d l e  m a n u f a c t u r ­

e r s ,  o n e  s o a p  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  two ma t  f a c t o r i e s ,  s i x  w a t e r  m i l l s  

f o r  g r i n d i n g  w h e a t ,  o n e  s t e a m  m i l l ,  o n e  i r o n  f o u n d r y , o n e  

d i s t i l l e r y ,  two t a n n e r i e s ,  f o u r  b r e w e r i e s ,  f i v e  s n u f f  m a n u f a c t u r ­

e r s ,  o n e  w h a l e  f i s h e r y  ( w h i c h  c a u g h t  f o u r  w h a l e s  i n  T a b l e  Bay i n  

1 8 3 8 ) ,  t e n  b r i c k  f i e l d s ,  two b r i c k  o v e n s  and l a s t l y  e i g h t



1 1 .

q u a r r i e s  on L i o n ' s  Rump( ? 4 ) . No f i g u r e s  a r e  g i v e n  a s  t o  how 

many p e o p l e  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  e a c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b u t  m o s t  o f  

t h o s e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  s m a l l  and w e r e  o f  l i t t l e  mo r e  t h a n  

r e g i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  b e s t  b r o u g h t  o u t  i f  we  

l o o k  a t  t h e  g o o d s  e x p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  p o r t  o f  Cape  Town i n  t h a t  

y e a r .  Of t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  £ 2 0 6 , 6 9 1  w o - t h  o f  g o o d s  t h a t  

p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  p o r t ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  ( £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) w as  w i n e ,  

w h i l e  £ 1 6 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  w o o l  was  e x p o r t e d  a s  w e l l  a s ^ £ l 7 , 0 0 0  

w o r t h  o f  s k i n s .  The r e s t  was  m o s t l y  f a r m p r o d u c e '

F o r  i t s  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  Cape Town r e l i e d  on t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r e a m s  

r i s i n g  on t h e  s l o p e s  o f  T a b l e  M o u n t a i n .  T h o s e  s t r e a m s  w e r e  

c a n a l i s e d  l o w e r  down and r an  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  much t h e  

same way a s  i s  s t i l l  d o n e  i n  some c o u n t r y  t o w n s  t o d a y .  From 

t h o s e  c a n a l s  p e o p l e  t o o k  o f f  t h e i r  own l e a d i n g s .  F o r  d r i n k i n g  

w a t e r  t h e r e  w as  a p a r t l y  p i p e d  s y s t e m  and many r e l i e d  on t h e i r  

own w e l l s  and s p r i n g s .  Even t h e n ,  t h i s  m e t h o d  was  b e g i n n i n g  t o  

p r o v e  i n a d e q u a t e ( 2 6 ) , and t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a g o o d  w a t e r  s u p p l y  

b e c a m e  a s o u r c e  o f  much a c r i m o n y  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c i t y  

f a t h e r s  l a t e r  o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  v e r y  d r y  sum me rs .

A s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m  a s  s u c h  h a r d l y  e x i s t e d ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  a s e r i e s  

o f  o p e n  d r a i n s  down t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t s  i n t o  w h i c h  v i r t u a l l y  

a l l  t h e  r u b b i s h  f o u n d  i t s  wa y< 2 7 ) . I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  v e r y  l a t e  

i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  f i n a l l y  a c h i e v e d  a p r o p e r  s e w e r a g e

s y s t e m .

The s t r e e t s  w e r e  n o t  t a r r e d  s o  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  c l a y e y  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e  s o i l ,  t h e y  p r o d u c e d  c l o u d s  o f  d u s t  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ^ s o u t h ­

e a s t e r  and v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t r e a c h e r o u s  mud i n  w i n t e r '  .

T h i s  was  made w o r s e  by t h e  Cape  s t o e p s  p r o j e c t i n g  o u t ,  f o r c i n g  

p e d e s t r i a n s  o f f  t h e  p a v e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t .

T r n i n g  f r o m Cape Town,  we c a n  n o t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a number o f  

w h a t  c a n  be t e r m e d  s u b u r b s ,  i f  we t a k e  t h i s  t e r m  t o  mean a p l a c e  

w h i c h  r e l i e s  m o s t l y  on a l a r g e r  t own f o r  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  o f  i t s  

i n h a b i t a n t s .  G re en  P o i n t  and S e a  P o i n t  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  t h e n  

b u t  w e r e  q u i t e  s m a l l ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a b o u t  2 0 0  p e o p l e ,  m o s t l y  i n  

v i l l a s  s t r u n g  o u t  l i k e  a c h a i n  o f  b e a d s  a l o n g  t h e  m ai n  r o a d  ' .  

T h e s e  v i l l a s  w e r e  m a i n l y  i n h a b i t e d  by  m e r c h a n t s  and c i v i l



s e r v a n t s .  I t  was a r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l - t o - d o  p l a c e  w i t h  no  ̂

i n d u s t r y  e x c e p t  a l i m e  k i l n  o r  two on G r e e n  P o i n t  c ommo n'

G o i n g  e a s t  f r om  t h e  t o w n ,  p a s t  t h e  new m a r k e t  t h e r e  w as  n o t h i n g  

u n t i l  j u s t  p a s t  t h e  t o l l  g a t e ,  w h e r e  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  o f  

P a p e n d o r p  (now W o o d s t o c k ) ,  was  s i t u a t e d .  T h i s  was  a p l a c e  o f  

i n f a m o u s  r e p u t a t i o n  w h e r e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  e a r n  t h e i r  

l i v i n g  by s c a v e n g i n g  t h e  f l o t s a m  a nd j e t s a m  w a s h e d  up on t h e  

b e a c h .  From t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  b u t  f a r m l a n d  u n t i l  

R o n d e b o s c h  w i t h  i t s  own c h u r c h .  I t  was  a p l a c e  f a v o u r e d  by  

t h e  h i g h e r  G o v er n me nt  o f f i c i a l s  and r i c h e r  m e r c h a n t s ^ 3 1 From 

h e r e  t h e  r o a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  C l a r e m o n t ,  a s t r a g g l i n g  h a m l e t ,  t o  

Wyn b er g ,  t h e n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  v i l l a g e  i n  i t s  own r i g h t  w i t h  two  

c h u r c h e s ,  c e n t r e i n g  l o o s e l y  a r o u n d  C ar r  H i l l .  From Wynberg t o  

S i m o n s t o w n  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e n  no s e t t l e m e n t s .

S i m o n s t o w n  was  a s m a l l  p o r t  a nd  d o c k y a r d ,  i t  b e i n g  t h e  Royal  

N a v y ' s  b a s e  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c .  I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o s ­

p e r i t y  r e l i e d  c h i e f l y  on  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  d o c k y a r d .  I t  was  

a l s o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  p o r t ;  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  g o o d s  w e r e  

e x p o r t e d  t h r o u g h  i t  i n  1 8 3 8 ^ ^ .

The i n d u s t r i e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  n e a r e s t  Cape  Town w e r e  n o t  v e r y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  and c o n s i s t e d  o f  t wo  b r e w e r i e s , s e v e n  t a n n e r i e s ,  

s e v e n  w a t e r  m i l l s ,  f o r t y  w i n d  a nd  s t e a m  m i l l s  and two w h a l e  

f i s h e r i e s ^ 3 3 ) .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l o n y  w e r e  t h e n  v e r y  p r i m i t i v e .

T h e r e  w e r e  f e w  r o a d s  and h a r d l y  a n y  m o u n t a i n  p a s s e s .  The f i r s t ,

h i r  L owr ys  P a s s ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  by C o l .  M i t c h e l l  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .

The m a j o r  e v e n t  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s was  t h e  7 t h  K a f f i r  War,  known a s  

t h e  War o f  t h e  Axe w h i c h  l a s t e d  f o r  2 2  m o n t h s  f rom 1 8 4 6  t o  1 8 4 8

and c o s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  o n e  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s '  *. T h i s

e v e n t  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on  t h e  W e s t e r n  Cape  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  t o  

s t i m u l a t e  t r a d e  a l i t t l e .  The  a n t i - c o n v i c t  a g i t a t i o n  c a u s e d  

by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  c o n v i c t  s h i p  1 N e p t u n e 1 i n  1 8 4 8  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  a r o u s e d  much p a s s i o n  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  c o l o n i s t s  b e i n g  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n v i c t s .  1 he  

G o v e r nm e nt  e v e n t u a l l y  a d m i t t e d  d e f e a t .
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T h e r e  was  l i t t l e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e c a d e .  In 1 8 4 8  

t h e r e  was  a n o t h e r  move f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  b u t  t h e  

a c t i o n s  o f  c o l o n i s t s  o v e r  t h e  ‘ N e p t u n e ’ a f f a i r  d e l a y e d  a n y  moves  

by t h e  I m p e r i a l  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ^  ^.

E c o n o m i c a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  a p e r i o d  o f  s t e a d y ,  i f  u n s p e c t a c u l a r  p r o g r e s s .  At  t h i s  

t i m e  E n g l a n d  w as  i t s e l f  s om ewh a t  s t a g n a n t ^ 3 6 ^. In 1 8 4 5  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  r e v e n u e  was up t o  £ 2 4 7 , 3 6 9  and e x p e n d i t u r e  s t o o d  a t  

£ 2 2 3 , 6 7 2 ^ 3 7 ' ,  w h i l e  t h e  c o l o n y  was  f r e e  o f  d e b t .  H o w e v e r ,  by  

1 8 5 0 ,  t h i n g s  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  s o m e w h a t .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  

r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  a m o un t s  ( v i z .  £ 1 6 , 8 1 7  a nd £ 3 2 , 6 4 9 )  w e r e  

e x p e n d e d  on r o a d s ,  an i t e m  w h i c h  we w i l l  come t o  l a t e r .

( 3 8 )
A number  o f  new t o wn s  w e r e  f o u n d e i  a t  t h i s  t i m e  . T h e s e  

w e r e  B r e d a s d o r p  and N a p i e -  i n  1 8 3 8 ,  R i v e r s d a l e  i n  1 8 3 9 ,

P k i U e t b e r g  a nd  W e l l i n g t o n  i n  1 8 4 0 ,  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  and M o s s e l  bay  

( A . I i w a l )  i n  1 8 4 5  a n d ,  l a s t l y ,  V i l l i e r s d o r p  i n  1 8 4 8 .

( 39)
T h e r e  was  l i t t l e  i m m i g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e c a d e  

b u t  a new s c h e m e  was i n t r o d u c e d  and i n  J a n u a r y  1 8 4 6  t h e  f i r s t  

i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d .  A t o t a l  o f  4 , 1 8 5  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  o v e r  

t h e  n e x t  5 y e a r s  1^ ^ . A f e a t u r e  o f  t n i s  i m m i g r c t i c n  was  t h e  

p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  m a i n l y  

a s  a r t i s a n s  a nd  t r a d e r s .  T h i s  c a n  b e  s e e n  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  c h a p e l s  and c h u r c h e s  i n  some o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s .

( 4 1 )
The y e a r  1 8 4 3  saw t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Road Boa d 

T h i s  B o a r d ,  t h e  b r a i n c h i l d  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  J o h n  M o n t a g u ,  

wa s  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o  p u t  r o a d  b u i l d i n g  on a 

p l a n n e d  b a s i s .  To t h i s  e n d ,  c o n v i c t s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  two  

p l a c e s  and f o r m e d  i n t o  l a r g e  w o r k i n g  p a r t i e s  s o  a s  t o  u t i l i s e  

t h e i r  l a b o u r  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  The  f i r s t  r o a d  t a c k l e d  i n  t h i s  

way was  t h e  h a r d  r oad a c r o s s  t h e  Cape  F l a t s  w h i c h  was  f i n i s h e d  

a s  f a r  a s  S t e l l e n b o s c h  i n  13 46  and c o s t  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 '  ' .  ±n t h i s

way t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  was made more  a c c e s s i b l e .

In Cape Town,  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  n e e d  f o r  a p r o p e r  h a r b o u r  was  r e ­

c o g n i s e d  by  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  i n  1 8 4 4 ,  o f  a c o m m i s s i o n  t o  i n q u i r e  

i n t o  ma ki ng  T a b l e  Bay a : a f e  h a r b o u r ^ 4 3 ' .  In 1 8 4 6 ,  t h i s



c o m p i i s s i o n  r e p o r t e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  C o l .  M i t c h e l <1s  s c h e m e .  A 

Board o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  was  a p p o i n t e d  i n  1 8 4 7  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  b u i l d ­

i n g  o f  a s e a  w a l l  and a number o f  w h a r v e s .  As p a r t  o f  t h i s ,  a 

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  T r o nk  was  r em ov ed  and t h e  c e n t r a l  c a u s e w a y  b u i l t .

Cape Town a c q u i r e d  i t s  s e c o n d  s t e a m e r ,  t h e  ' P h o e n i x ' ,  i n  1 8 4 2 .

A s h i p  o f  4 0 0  f o n s ^ ) , s h e  was  a o l e  t o  o e r f o r m  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  

t o  A l g o a  Bay i n  7 d a y s  and 17 h o u r s .  Her r e l i a b i l i t y  was p r o v e d  

by an i n c i d e n t  i n  1 8 4 4  i n  w h i c h  s h e  l e f t  T a b l e  Bay i n  c ompany  w i t h  

a s a i l i n g  s h i p  d u r i n g  a s t r o n g  S o u t h - w e s t e r .  The s a i l i n g  s h i p  

had t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p o r t  and w a i t  f o r  two w e e k s  f o r  mo r e  f a v o u r ­

a b l e  w e a t h e r ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  ' P h o e n i x '  w e n t  on t o  A l g o a  

Bay a n d  r e t u r n e d ^ ' .

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  town c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w ,  r e a c h i n g  2 2 , 5 4 3  i n  

1 8 4 5  a nd  2 3 , 7 4 9  b y  1 8 5 0 .  New b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  

S i x  a r e a ,  t h e  Cape!  S l o o t  h a v i n g  b e e n  b r i d g e d  i n  s e v e r a l  

p l a c e s ^ ) .  T h e r e  was a l s o  more  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  a r o u n d  

Bl o em an d Bui  t e n  S t r e e t s .  The s i z e  o f  t h i s  g r o w t h  c a n  be  demon­

s t r a t e d  by  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  an A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  i n  H a r r i n g t o n  

S t r e e t ^ ) , and t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  new N.G.  c h u r c h  b e l o w  t h e  

B u i t e n g r a c h t ^ 4 ®^.

T h e r e  wa s  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t y p e s  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e  c a r r i e d  o u t .  

The n u m be rs  o f  some i n c r e a s e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1 8 5 0  t h e r e  w e r e  

e l e v e n  c a n d l e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  ( f i v e  i n  1 8 3 8 ) ,  s i x  s o a p  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  

i n s t e a d  o f  o n e ,  f i v e  h a t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  p l a c e  o f  two and f i v e  

s t e a m  m i l l s  i n s t e a d  o f  o n e .  B u t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  f o u r  f i s h e r i e s  who 

d r i e d  f i s h  f o r  e x p o r t a t i o n  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  g a s  w o r k s  a t  

a c o s t  o f  £ 7 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 4 6 ^ 4 9 ^, no new i n d u s t r i e s  w e r e  s t a r t e d  .

E x p o r t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h o we d  a c h a n g e ^ 5 1 ' .  In 184 5  

t h e s e  t o t a l l e d  £ 2 4 8 , 0 1 0 ,  a h e a l t h y  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1 8 4 0  ( £ 2 0 5 , 6 9 1 ) .  

Wine h a s  d e c l i n e d  t o  £ 5 2 , 0 0 0  and had b e e n  o u s t e d  by  woo l  ( £ 5 9 , 6 8 8 )  

a s  t h e  c h i e f  e x p o r t ( 5 2 ) . By 1 8 5 0 ,  when d e p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n s  had 

r e d u c e d  t h e  t o t a l  t o  £ 2 0 3 , 7 0 1 ( 5 3 ) , wo o l  had e s t a b l i s h e o  i t s  

p r i m a c y  b e y on d d i s p u t e ,  t h e  r e l e v a n t  f i g u r e s  b e i n g  £ 7 3 , 4 4 3  f o r  

wool  a nd  £ 3 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  w i n e .  O t h e r  c o l o n i a l  p r o d u c e  s u c h  a s  s k i n s  

( £ 3 , 2 5 8 )  c o n t i n u e d  t o  make up t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  g o o d s  e x p o r t e d .



In 1 8 4 0 ,  Cape Town,  a l o n g  w i t h  S e a  P o i n t  a nd G re en  P o i n t  be came  

a m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  w h i c h  a s s u m e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c a r e  and  

r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  t o w n ^54

The w a t e r  s u p p l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  p r o b l e m a t i c .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a t e r  

s h o r t a g e  o f  1 3 4 0 ,  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  W a t e r w o r k s  a d v i s e d  

b r e w e r s  t o  d: aw from t h e  s t r e a m  on C a l e d o n  S q u a r e ' 1^ . In 1 84 9  

t h e r e  was  a g a i n  a s c a r c i t y  o f  w a t e r  A s e w e n g e  s y s t e m  o f

s o r t s  was  s t a r t e d  by t h e  new M u n i c i p a l  B o a r d .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  t h e  p i e c e m e a l  c l o s i n g  o v e r  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o p e n  s e w e r s ,  

s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  H e r e e n g r a c h t  i n  1 8 4 5 ^ '  ; .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  y e a r s  was  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  

I n d i a n  v i s i t o r s ,  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  who came t o  

t h e  Cape t o  r e c u p e r a t e  f r o m  t h e  r i g o u r s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  c l i m a t e .

T he y v a r i e d  i n  numbers  f r o m b e t w e e n  f o r t y  t o  o r e  h u n d r e d  i n

a n y  o n e  y e a r  and w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s p e n t  £ 6 3 , 0 0 0  t o  £ 7 0 , 0 0 0  

a n n u a l l y  a t  t h e  C ap e ,  a n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  f i g u r e ^ ' ^ . The  

p l a c e s  c h i e f l y  f a v o u r e d  by the m w e r e  R o n d e b o s c h  and W y n b e r g \

The  o t h e r  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  d e c a d e  w o r e  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g  ( t h e  E g y p t i a n  b u i l d i n g )  i n  1841 

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s  i n  1 8 4 8 x^  , and t h e  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  K l o o f  Nek r o a d  a s  w e l l  a s  trv* c o m p l e t i o n  o f  

t h e  Se a  P o i n t  -  Camp's  Bay r o a d ( 1 8 4 5 ) ^ ' .

The n e x t  d e c a d e  o p e n e d  w i t h  y e t  a n o t ,  r  K a f f i r  War ( t h e  8 t h )  w h i c h

l a s t e d  f rom 1 8 5 0 - 1 8 5 2 ^ 6 3 \  P e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  

e v e n t u a l l y  b o r e  f r u i t  i n  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o an e l e c t e d  c o u n c i l  and  

a s s e m b l y ,  w h i c h  f i r s t  m e t  i n  C a r :  iowr or. J u n e  3( c h , 1 3 5 4 .  The

E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a p p o i n t e d  i y  and was  r e s p o n s i b l e

t o  t h e  I m p e r i a l  G o v e r n m e n t ^ 4 1.

The e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  copper o r e  i n  Namaq ual and  commenced i n  

1 8 5 2 ^ ^  w i t h  m i n i n g  a t  S p r i n g b o k f o n t e i n .  T h e r e  was  much 

s p e c u l a t i o n  a t  f i r s t ,  r e a c h i n g  i t s  z e n i t h  i n  1 8 5 4 ,  m i n i n g  

c o m p a n i e s  b e i n g  for me d e v e r y w h e r e .  The t o n n a g e  o f  c o p p e r  o r e  

p r o d u c e d  i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  f rom 31 t o n s  i n  1 8 5 2  t o  1 , 8 9 3  t o n s  

i n  1 8 5 5 .  T h i s  marked t h e  f i r s t  s m a l l  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  m i n e r a l  w e a l t h .



16 .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  B r i t a i n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i m p r o v e ,  a p a s s a g e  o f  

37 d a y s  n o t  b e i n g  u n k n o w n ' .  In 1851 t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  

c a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  m a i l ,  w h i c h  c a l l e d  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  s p e c i f i e d  

a m o n t h l y  s e r v i c e ,  w i t h  s h i p s  c a p a b l e  o f  an a v e r a g e  s p e e d  o f  n o t  

l e s s  t h a n  8  k n o t s ( 6 7 ) . The  Cape m a i l  c o n t r a c t  o f  1 8 5 7  a l s o  l a i d  

down c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  a m o n t h l y  s e r v i c e ,  a v o y a g e  o f  

n o t  l o n g e r  t h a n  4 2  d a y s  a nd  e v e n  t h e  minimum s i z e  o f  s h i p  (53.1 

t o n s / M ) .

The new Cape  P a r l i a m e n t  and t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  S i r  G e o r g e  u r e y ,  w e r e  

c o n c e r n e d  a t  t h e  by t h e n ,  n o t o r i o u s  l a c k  o f  " l abi ur  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  

T a b l e  Bay .  A f t e r  v a r i o u s  p r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d , t h e  

p l a n  p r e s e n t e d  b y  Mr. ( l a t e r  S i r )  J o h n  Goode  was  a p p r o  -ed by  

P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 8 6 0 ^ 6 9 ) . The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p l a n  c o n s i s t e d  

i n  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a b r e a k w a t e r  t o  c o s t  an e s t i m a t e d  £ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

T h i s  b r e a k w a t e r  was  i n a u g u r a t e d  by P r i n c e  A l f r e d  on 1 7 t h  

S e p t e m o e r ,  1 8 6 0 .  A n o t h e r  p r o p o s a l  p u t  f o r w a r d  i n  1 8 5 7  i n  

P a r l i a m e n t  was  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r a i l w a y s '1 . T h i s  l e d  

t o  a s c h e m e  f ' r  a r a i l w a y  t o  run f r o m  Cape  Town t o  W e l l i n g t o n .

In 1 8 5 8  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t  was  s i g n e d  a n d , t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r ,  w o r k  c omme nc ed.  The  c h i e f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  t i m e s  

w e r e  t h e  R o e ! a n d  S t r e e t  g a o l ,  s t a r t e d  i n  1 8 5 6  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  

o l d  T r o n k ,  t h e  S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  & Museum,  and t h e  new S o m e r s e t  

H o s p i t a l , b o t h  commenced i n  1 8 5 9 .  A l l  t h e s e  w e r e  s i z a b l e  

b u i l d i n g s  f o r  t h e  t i m e .

T h e r e  w e r e  an a p p r e c i a b l e  number o f  i m m i g r a n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  

In t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 6 - 1 8 6 1  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0 0  p e o p l e  a r r i v e d  f ro m t h e  

N e d e r l a n d s ,  w h i l e  u n d e r  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  A c t  o f  1 8 5 7 ,  6 , 3 4 3  

B r i t i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 8 - 5 9

F a rm e r s  w e r e  v i s i t e d  by  a number o f  m i s f o r t u n e s   ̂ ■. T h e r e  was

t h e  l u n g  s i c k n e s s  a m o n g s t  t h e  c a t t l e  and h o r s e  d i s t e m p e r ,  b o t h  

i n  1 8 5 6 ,  and b o t h  s e r i o u s .  In 1 8 5 9  t h e r e  wa s  a d r o u g h t .  f i n e  

r u s t  a l s o  made i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  y e a r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  p r o s p e r e d ,  i t s  r e v e n u e  i n c r e a s i n g  from  

£ 3 0 6 , 0 2 6  i n  1 8 5 5  t o  £ 7 4 2 , 7 7 1  i n  1 8 6 0 .  Two b i g  i t e m s  o f  e x p e n d ­

i t u r e  i n  1 8 6 0  w e r e  £ 4 8 , 8 4 3  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new g a o l s  and  

£ 1 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  new h o s p i t a l ,  w h i l e  £ 7 4 , 0 0 0  w a s  b e i n g  s p e n t  on  

r o a d s ( 7 4 ) .  T h i s  was  a l s o  a t i m e  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  E n g l a n d



Cape  Town c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w ,  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h i n g  2 4 , 3 3 7  i n  

1 8 5 5  and 2 5 , 1 8 9  i n  1 8 6 0 ,  when i t  i s  r e c o r d e d  h a v i n g  3 , 8 9 1  h o u s e s  

o f  w h i c h  3 6 3  w e r e  s t o r e s ' 7^ ' .  By t h e n  D i s t r i c t  S i x  was  f i l l i n g  

u p ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  had b e g u n  t o  r e a c h  Bui  t e n  S i n g e l  S t r e e t  and had  

a l s o  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  B u i t e n g r a c h t  up t h e  s l o p e s  o f  L i o n ' s  Rump.  

The m i d d l e  s l o p e s  o f  T a b l e  V a l l e y  w e r e  b e c o m i n g  d o t t e d  w i t h  

v i l l a s .  The p o r t  was  t h r i v i n g ;  e x p o r t s  i n  1 8 5 5  t o t a l l i n g  

£ 3 8 0 , 3 9 7 ,  o f  w h i c h  w o o l  was s t i l l  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o m m o d i t y  

a t  £ 1 2 5 , 8 4 7 .  An i m p o r t a n t  n ewc omer  was  c o p p e r  o r e  v a l u e d  a t  

£ 5 4 , 3 3 7 .  In I 8 6 0  £ 6 9 2 , 9 5 4  w o r t h  o f  g o o d s  was  e x p o r t e d  ' 7 ' \

M a n u f a c t u r e s  c h a n g e d  w h i l e  s o m e , l i k e  s o a p  and c a n d l e s ,  d e c l i n e d  

f r o m s e v e n t e e n  t o  f i v e ,  o t h e r s  i n c r e a s e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  now f i v e  

f o u n d r i e s  i n s t e a d  o f  o n e .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  s e v e n  s t e a m  m i l l s .

A mark o f  i n c r e a s i n g  a f f l u e n c e  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  was  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h r e e  s o d a  w a t e r  m a c h i n e s ,  o n e  t o b a c c o  c u t t i n g  p l a n t ,  

and two s t e a m  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s e s ^ 7 8 ^. In 1 8 5 2  t h e  f i r s t  r e s e r v o i r  

was b u i l t ,  f o l l o w e d  by  a y e t  l a r g e r  o n e  i n  1 8 5 8 .  B o t h  t h e s e  

r e s e r v o i r s  s t i l l  e x i s t  j u s t  bi l o w  Camp S t r e e t .  The a b o l u t i o n  

o f  s t o e p s  was  p r o p o s e d  by t h e  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  i n  1 8 5 4 l 7 9 ^.

A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  d i t c h  was  a r c h e d  o v e r  i n  1 8 5 6 ,  and i n  1 8 5 8  t h o  

c e n t r e  o f  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  was  m a c a d a m i s e d ^ 8 0 ''.

By 1 8 6 0  t h e  town p o s s e s s e d  s i x t e e n  c h u r c h e s ' 8 ^ .  In t h e  s u b u r b s ,  

t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Mowbray had o f f i c i a l l y  come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  

1 8 5 0 .

T u r n i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  we h a v e  a g o o d  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  a c o u n t r y  town i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  I t  i s  t h a t  g i v e n  by ' Ro b in  

Hood'  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  p a m p h l e t s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 8 ^ 8 ^ .  T h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  p a m p h l e t  i s  d a t e d  6 t h  March 1 8 5 8 .  I t  s t a r t s  a i  

f o l l o w s :

'Doim th e  c e n t r e  o f  th e  to w n , i f  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s ,  s n a p s ,  

s c h o o l s  an d  s t o r e s  may be  so  c a l l e d ,  m o ves a d i r t y  d r a i n  whi~ .

i s  a t  th e  m om ent, u n f o r tu n a te l y ,  th e  o n ly  m eans o f  s u p p ly in g

th e  i n h a o i t a n t s  w i th  w a te r  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ' .

I t  g o e s  on  t o  l i s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a s  f o l l o w s :  s c h o o l ,  l o c k  u p ,

E n g l i s h  Grammar S c h o o l  ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  C i v i l  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s

R e s i d e n c e )  w i t h  28  p u p i l s ,  t h e  A c t i n g  C i v i l  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  h o u s e ,  

V i t s t i e n ' s  C h a pe l  and s c h o o l  f o r  c o l o u r e d s , t h e  E n g l i s h  C h u r c h ,



R a s c h ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  S w e l l e n d a m  Grammar S c h o o l  w i t h  30  p u p i l s ,  

c he  G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  w i t h  10 0 p u p i l s ,  t h e  Du+ch M e e t i n g  House  

( a l s o  u s e d  a s  a c o l o u r e d  s c h o o l ) ,  t h e  L i b r a r y ;  o p p o s i t e  t h i s  was  

B a r r y  & C o ' s  Wine s t o r e  and t h e  D u t c . ,  R e fo rm ed  Church ( c a p a b . e  

o f  h o l d i n g  1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e )  and m a n s e ,  a h o u s e  a n d ,  l a s t l y ,  m o n s t e r  

s t o r . s .  The t own p o s s e s s e d  o n e  d o c t o r ,  o n e  c h e m i s t ,  s e v e n  o r  

e i g h t  c a n t e e n s ,  o n e  h a t t e r ,  two b a k e r s ,  a s t o r e ,  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  

and an h o t e l .

A n o t h e r  n o t e w o r t h y  e v e n t  o f  t h i s  d e c a d e  was  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  

A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h e s  w h i c h  w e r e  e r e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t n e  c o l o n y ,  t h e s e  

b e i n g  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  R o b e r t  G r a y ,  t h e  f i r s t  A n g l i c a n  

B i s h o p  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  d i o c e s e  o f  Cape  Town.  From h i s  

a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  1 8 4 7 ,  he  i n t r o d u c e d  a s c r i e s  o f  m a r a t h o n  v i s i t a t i o n s  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  v a s t  d i o c e s e  a nd by  1 8 6 0  t h e r e  w e r e  26 c n u r c n e s  

b u i l t  o r  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e r e c t i o n  a s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  and h i s  

w i f e ' s  l a b o u r s .  They a l s o  f o u n d e d  n u mer ous  s c h o o l s  a m o n g s t  w h i c h  

was  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  Gra i ma r  S c h o o l  and t h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e ,  b o t h  i n

1 8 5 2 .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  S i r  G e o r g e  G r a y ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r t o o k  an 

a m b i t i o u s  programme o f  r e - b u i l d i n g  g a o l s .  T h i s  t e r m  i s  s l i g h t l y  

m i s l e a d i n g  a s  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  n o t  o n l y  h o u s e d  p r i s o n e r s  b u t  a l s o  

c o n t a i n e d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s ,  c o u r t  h o u s e s  and p o l i c e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .

In f a c t  t h e y  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  " o v e r r m e n t  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .

In I 8 6 0 ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y  w e r e  b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r j u g h o u t ^  

t h e  c o l o n y ,  t h e  b u d g e t  f o r  them i n  t h a t  y e a r  b e i n g  £ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 '

The  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  saw t h e  c l i m a x  o f  t h e  

p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e .  The r a i l w a y  t o  W e l l i n g t o n  

was  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  and i t  was  c o m p l e t e d  by  1 8 6 3  J A Wynberg  

r a i l w a y  company  had a l s o  b e e n  f o r m e d  and t h i s  l i n e  r u n n i n g  from  

S a l t  R i v e r  t o  Wynberg w as  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 2 - 6 4 .  A 

h o r s e  tramway t o  Sea P o i n t  was  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  i n  May 1 8 6 3 .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  t e l e g r a p h  l i n e s  f r o m  Cape Town t o  

S i m o n s t o w n  and P a a r l  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  ( 1 8 6 1 )  and s h o r t l y ^ a f t e r  

t h e  l i n e  w a s  e x t e n d e d  t o  Grahamst own v i a  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h

P a r l i a m e n t  s a t  i n  Grahamst own i n  1 8 6 4  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  t i m e .  

T h i s  was  a s o p  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  I n d e p e n d e n c e  Moveme nt .



i , m i g r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  6 7 5  mo re  p e o p l -  a r r i v e d  f r om  B r i t a i n  i n  

1 8 6 0 ,  522  mor e  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ^ 0 ' ^. D u r i n g  t h e s e  t wo  y e a r s  a b o u t

1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  f ro m N o r t h  Germany had a l s o  a r r i v e d .  In  1 8 6 2 ,

50 0 more  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape  Town f rom B r i t a i n  b u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  had  

a l r e a d y  t a k e n  more  p e o p l e  t h e n  i t  c o u  i s i l y  a b s o r b  . . h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Cape  Town was t h e n ,  i n  1 8 0 4 , 2 8 , 4 5 ?  '

T h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  o p t i m i s m  and a f f l u e n c e  made i t s e l f  f e l t  i n  

k ; c k s  a nd  m o r t a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g s t  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  and b a n k e r s .

A s t u d y  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s  and s k e t c h e s  w i l l  

r e v e a l  w h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a m o un t e d  t o  a r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t .  I t  w o u l d  b e  no e x a g g e r a t i o n  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  h a r d l y  a 

b u i l d i n g  was  n o t  e i t h e r  t o r n  down and r e b u i l t  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  

g i v e n  a d r a s t i c  f a c e l i f t .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  mani a  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  

S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e  and H e i n  S t r e e t .  Tne  

b u i l d i n g  boom r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  t a i l i n g  o f f  v e r y  

r a p i d l y  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  two y e a r s .

The new b u i l d i n g s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  show a n y  g r e a t  c h a n g e  e i t h e r  

i n  w i d t h  o r  s i z e  b u t  do d e m o n s t r a t e  a mo r e  f a s h i o n a b l e  r i c h n e s s  

o f  o r n a m e n t  and l a r g e r  o p e n i n g s  f o r  p l a t e  g l a s s  s h o p f r o n t s  on  

t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r .

A f t e r  t h i s ,  a p e r i o d  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  d e p r e s s i o n  s e t  i n .  S e v e r a l  

y e a r s  o f  d r o u g h t  and abn ormal  s e a s o n s ^ 9 0 ' ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  d i s ­

r u p t i o n  and l o s s  o f  o v e r s e a s  m a r k e t s ,  c a u s e d  much h a r d s h i p .

Many r e c e n t  a r r i v a l s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  New Z e a l a n d  and  

N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  The  c o u n t r y  t o w n s  l o s t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e i r  

B r i t i s h  i n h a b i t a n t s .

- w o  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  d e e p e n e d  t h i s  d e p r e s s i o n .  T he  H r s t  was  

t h e  g r e a t  s t o r m  o f  1 8 6 5  w h i c h  w r e c k e d  e i g h t e e n  v e s s e l s  i n  T a b l e  

Bay w i t h  an a c c o m p a n y i n g  g r e a t  l o s s  o f  l i f e ;  t h e  s e c o n d  was  t h e  

- i r e  i n  S w e l l e n d a m  on t h e  same  d a y .  T h i s  v i r t u a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  

t h e  t o w n .  In 1 8 6 9  t h i  Knysna a r e a  was  a l s o  d e v a s t a t e d  by 

f i re(^) .

Some e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y  was made i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  o f  

d e c a d e  b u t  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  s p o t  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was t h e  e v e n t u a l  

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  b r e a k w a t e r  a nd d o c k s .  ' he y  w e r e  f o r m a l l y



o p e n e d  i n  1 8 7 0  b y  t h e  t h e n  Duke o f  E d i n b u r g h ,  t h e  f o r m e r  P r i n c e  

A l f r e d  who had t i p p e d  t h e  f i r s t  l o a d  o f  s t o n e s  i n  1 8 6 0 .  The  new 

d o c k s  w e r e  named t h e  A l f r e d  B a s i n  i n  h i s  h o n o u r .

Many u n p o p u l a r  t a x e s  w e r e  i m p o s e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s  t o  k e e p

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  e v e n u e  w h i c h ,  i n  1 8 7 0 ,  s t o o d  a t  £ 8 3 1 , 2 1 V  ■.

Towns f o u n d e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  w e r e  V i c t o r i a  ( W e s t )  a nd  R o b e r t s o n .

O u d t s h o o r n  b e c a me  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a d i v i s i o n  i n  1 8 6 1 .  In Cape

Town,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  B o a r d s  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  and o f  Ward M a s t e r s

w e r e  r e p l a c e d  i n  1861 o y  a s i n g l e  b o a r d  o f  18 members  w i t h

g r e a t e r  p o w e r s .  The f i r s t  m a y or  wa s  e l e c t e d  i n  1 8 6 ,^ ^. In

1 8 6 5  a s t e r c u s  company was  f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  n i g h t  s o i l .

By 1 8 7 0  some p r o g r e s s i v e  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  had managed

t o  g e t  £ 1 , 0C0 v o t e d  f o r  t h e  l i g h t i n g  o f  t h e  s t r e e t s  by g a s .  T h i s
( 9 4 )

was  f o r  w i n t e r  o n l y '  ' .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  e m i n e n t  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h i s t o r i a n ,  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 3  

ma rks  t h e  o e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  mode rn  h i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a s  t h i s  

was  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  was  

a l s o  t h e  t i m e  when v a s t  p e r s o n a l  f o r t u n e s  b e g a n  t o  be  made .

B e f o r e  t h a t ,  t h e  r i c h e s t  man i n  t h e  Ca pe  C o l o n y  had no more  t h a n  

a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  p o u n d s ^ 9 6 ) .  A n o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y ,  w r i t i n g  

i n  1 8 7 5 ' 9 7 \  r e m a r k s  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  

y e a r s  ( t h a t  i s  1871 t o  1 8 7 5 )  was  p a r a l l e l e d  o n l y  t h a t  t h a t  o f  

A u s t r a l i a  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d .  He a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  

p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  d i a m o n d s .

A l t h o u g h  d i a m o n d s  d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  h e a v i l y  t o  t h i s  u p s w i n g ,  i t  a l s o  

c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a d r a m a t i c  r i s e  i n  t r a d e ,  1 8 7 0  b e i n g  n o t e d  a s  

b e i n g  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  two d e c a d e s  o f  u n p a r a l l e l e d  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  

E n g l a n d ' 9 8 ; .  The r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  

from £ 8 3 1 , 2 4 1  i n  1 87 0  t o  £ 2 , 2 4 6 , 1 1 9  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  a nd t o  £ 2 , 5 2 2 , 0 2 7  i n  

1 8 8 0 .  E x p e n d i t u r e  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  a t  t h e  same r a t e ,  £ 7 9 5 , 6 8 5  i n  

1 8 7 0 ,  £ 2 , 2 7 2 , 2 7 5  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  and £ 3 , 7 4 2 , 6 6 5  i n  1 8 3 0 ( 9 9 ) .

T h i s  p r o s p e r i t y  was c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  

g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 7 2 .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  t h e  c o l o n y  i n t e r n a l  a u t o n o m y .  

The new p a r l i a m e n t  s e t  a b o u t  e n a c t i n g  a v i g o r o u s  p r o g r a m m e . In 

1 8 7 3  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r a i l w a y s  and t e l e g r a p h s  w e r e  b o u g h t  by t h e



2 1 .

G o v e r n m e n t - 11" 1' ,  wno t h e n  s e t  a b o u t  e x t e n d i n g  b o t h  t h e s e  s y s t e m s .

The o n l y  r a i l w a y  l i n e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  t h e n  was  t h a t  r u n n i n g  f rom  

Cape Town t o  W e l l i n g t o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Wynberg b r a n c h .

I m m i g r a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  n a v v i e s  f o r  t h e  new r a i l w a y  l i n e s ,  was  

e n c o u r a g e d  and by  1 8 7 5  a b o u t  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  had b e e n  b r o u g h t  o u t ' ^ . 

A n o t h e r  s i g n  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t  was  t h e  s t e a m s h i p  m a i l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  

Enoi  In 1 8 7 3 ,  m a i l s  w e r e  t h r e e  t i m e s  m o n t h l y  w i t h  a maximum

pa.  - 3 0  d a y s .  In 18 7 5  t h i s  had b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  a w e e k l y

s e r v i c e  a nd  t h e  p a s s a g e  r e d u c e d  t o  25  d a y s .  The  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  

i t  was  r e d u c e d  v e t  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  t o  23  d a y s ' ; . A s i m i l a r  

i m p r o v e m e n t  was  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  l a n d  m a i l  w h i c h  was  d e l i v e r e d  

by c a r t  u n t i l  t h e  r a i l w a y s  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  o v e r .

A v a g a r y  o f  f a s h i o n  was  a l s o  t o  b e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a p r o f i t a b l e  

r u r a l  i n d u s t r y .  T h i s  was  t h e  b r e e d i n g  o f  o s t r i c h e s  f o r  t h e i r  

f e a t h e r s .  T h e s e  f e a t h e r s  had come i n t o  g r e a t  demand f o r  t h e  

a d o r n m e n t  o f  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  ‘ Haut  T o n 1 . In 1 8 7 5 ,  £ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 '  

w o r t h  o f  f e a t h e r s  was  e x p o r t e d ,  w h i l e  i n  1 8 8 0  t h i s  was  i n c r e a s e d  

t o  £ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 ^ 0 4 The a r e a  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m R i v e r s d a l e  t o  

O u d t s h o o r n  was  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  o s t r i c h  f a r m i n g .  Wool was  s t i l l  t h e  

b i g g e s t  e x p o r t ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e c a d e .  In 18 75  t h e  Cape s u p p l i e d  o n e - f i f t h  o f  t h e  

E n g l i s h  m a r k e t ^ 10 5 Di amo nd s a r e  n o t  l i s t e d  a m o n g s t  t h e  

e x p o r t s  b u t  o n e  a u t h o r i  t y ^ ^ ' c l  a i m s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  £ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

w o r t h  was  e x p o r t e d  i n  1871 a l o n e ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r ^ 1"' "' says  t h a t  

£ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  was  e x p o r t e d  i n  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  1 8 7 1 - 1 8 7 4 .  G o l d  

t o  t h e  v a l u e  o f  £ 1 5 0  was a l s o  e x p o r t e d  i n  1 8 7 0 ^ .  The b u l k  

o f  t h i s  t r a d e  was d o n e  w i t h  B r i t a i n  b u t  t h e  Cape a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  a c t e d  a s  a c l  a r i n g  h o u s e  and s u p p l i e r  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a 

number o f  m i n o r  c o l o n i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  S o u t h  

A t l a n t i c  and I n d i a n  O c e an .

The d e c a d e  was  n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  s h a r e  o f  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s .  In  

1 8 7 3  p h y l l o x e i a  a p p e a r e d ,  r a v a g i n g  t h e  v i n e y e a r d s  1 .

H e i d e l b e r g  was  f l o o d e d  and m o s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  d e s t r o y e d  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  

w h i l e  e a r l i e r  t h a t  y e a r  f i f t y  h o u s e s  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e  a t  

S t e l l e n b o s c h .  In O c t o b e r ,  W e l l i n g t o n  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  t h e  l o s s  o f  

f o r t y  h o u s e s  by f i r e ' 1^ .



2 1 .

G o v e r n m e n t ' 101'5' ,  wno t h e n  s e t  a b o u t  e x t e n d i n g  b o t h  t h e s e  s y s t e m s .

The o n l y  r a i l w a y  l i n e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  t h e n  was  t h a t  r u n n i n g  f rom  

Cape Town t o  W e l l i n g t o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Wynberg b r a n c h .

I n m i g r a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  n a v v i e s  f o r  t h e  new r a i l w a y  l i n e s ,  was  

e n c o u r a g e d  and by  1 8 7 5  a b o u t  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  had b e e n  b r o u g h t  o u t ^ . 

A n o t h e r  s i g n  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t  was  t h e  s t e a m s h i p  m a i l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  

E n g l a n d .  In 1 8 7 3 ,  m a i l s  w e r e  t h r e e  t i m e s  m o n t h l y  w i t h  a maximum 

p a s s a g e  o f  30  d a y s .  In 1 8 7 5  t h i s  had b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  a w e e k l y  

s e r v i c e  and t h e  p a s s a g e  r e d u c e d  t o  2 5  d a y s .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  

i t  was  r e d u c e d  y e t  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  t o  23  d a y s ^ ' 0 ^ .  A s i m i l a r  

i m p r o v e m e n t  was  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  l a n d  m a i l  w h i c h  was  d e l i v e r e d  

by c a r t  u n t i l  t h e  r a i l w a y s  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  o v e r .

A v a g a r y  o f  f a s h i o n  was  a l s o  t o  b e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a p r o f i t a b l e  

r u r a l  i n d u s t r y ,  T h i s  was  t h e  b r e e d i n g  o f  o s t r i c h e s  f o r  t h e i r  

f e a t h e r s .  T h e s e  f e a t h e r s  had come i n t o  g r e a t  demand f o r  t h e  

a d o r n m e n t  o f  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  ' Ha u t  T o n 1 . In 1 8 7 5 ,  £ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 ^  

w o r t h  o f  f e a t h e r s  was  e x p o r t e d ,  w h i l e  i n  1 8 8 0  t h i s  was  i n c r e a s e d  

t o  £ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 ^ 0 4 ^. The a r e a  s t r e t c h i n g  from R i v e r s d a l e  t o  

O u d t s h o o r n  was  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  o s t r i c h  f a r m i n g .  Wool was  s t i l l  t h e  

b i g g e s t  e x p o r t ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e c a d e .  In 1 87 5  t h e  Cape  s u p p l i e d  o n e - f i f t h  o f  t h e  

E n g l i s h  m a r k e t ^ ^ . Di amond s a r e  n o t  l i s t e d  a m o n g s t  t h e

e x p o r t s  b u t  o n e  a u t h o r i t y ^ ^ c l a i m s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  £ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

w o r t h  was  e x p o r t e d  i n  1871 a l o n e ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r ^ 0 ' ' s a y s  t h a t  

£ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  was  e x p o r t e d  i n  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  1 8 7 1 - 1 8 7 4 .  Gold  

t o  t h e  v a l u e  o f  £ 1 5 0  was a l s o  e x p o r t e d  i n  1 8 7 0 ^ ° ^ .  The  b u l k  

0 ‘ t h i s  t r a d e  was  d o n e  w i t h  B r i t a i n  b u t  t h e  Cape  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  a c t e d  a s  a c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  and s u p p l i e r  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a 

number o f  m i n o r  c o l o n i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  S o u t h  

A t l a n t i c  and I n d i a n  O c e a n .

The d e c a d e  was  n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  s h a r e  o f  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s .  In  

1 8 7 3  p h y l l o x e i a  a p p e a r e d , r a v a g i n g  t h e  v i n e y e a r d s *  .

H e i d e l b e r g  was  f l o o d e d  and m o s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  d e s t r o y e d  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  

w h i l e  e a r l i e r  t h a t  y e a r  f i f t y  h o u s e s  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  a t  

S t e l l e n b o s c h .  In O c t o b e r ,  W e l l i n g t o n  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  t h e  l o s s  o f  

f o r t y  h o u s e s  by f i r e ^  5 0 ) .
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by t h e n ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  h o l i d a y  r e s o r t .  I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  l o n g  a w a i t e d  H o u s e s  o f  P a r i i a r a e n t  w e r e  b u i l t  

( 1 8 8 0 - 8 5 ) .

M a i l  s t e a m e r s  now r a n  a w e e k l y  s e r v i c e  t o  B r i t a i n  t a k i n g  o n l y  1 8 -  

19  d a y s .  T he y had a l s o  gr own i n  s i z e  and w e r e  now 2 , 5 0 0  t o n s  on  

x v e r a g e .  T h e r e  was  a d i r e c t  t e l e g r a p h i c  l i n k  w i t h  London v i a  

Durban and Aden w h i c h  had b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 7 9 .

In Ca pe  Town i t s e l f ,  t h e  M o l t e n o  R e s e r v o i r  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 8 1 .  

T h i s  wa s  b a d l y  n e e d e d  a s  a s h o r t a g e  o f  w a t e r  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  

had t h r e a t e n e d  t o  h a l t  b u i l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ^ 1 2 1 E l e c t r i c  l i g h t  

was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  new R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n  and i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r ,  t h e  g r a v i n g  d o c k  was  o p e n e d ( 1 2 2 ) . The g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  o f  

a f f l u e n c e  i s  p e r h a p s  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  

p a l a t i a l  new S t a n d a r d  Bank i n  1 8 8 3 ,  w h i c h  t h e n  had o n l y  two f l o o r s .

T h i s  was  a l s o  a p e r i o d  o f  much new b u i l d i n g ,  a t h o u g h  t h i s  was  

p r i n c i p a l l y  h o u s i n g ( 1 2 3 ) . P r o p e r t y  f e t c h e d  h i g h  p r i c e s  and t h e  

r i s e  o f  t h e  s u b u r b s  c o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d .

A f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  s lu mp  f o l l o w e d  and by 1 8 8 5  a p e r i o d  o 

a c u t e  d e p r e s s i o n  had s e t  i n ,  i n v o l v i n g  a c e r t a i n  amoun t  o f  

e m i g r a t i o n ,  c h i e f l y  t o  A u s t r a l i a .  The c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  d e p r e s s i o n ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  o b s e r v e r ^ 1t 4 , w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s -

( a )  A g e n e r a l  w o r l d  d e c l i n e  i n  demand and c o n s e q u e n t l y  p r i c e s .  

T h i s  l e d  t o  l e s s  money  b e i n g  e a r n e d  on e x p o r t s  s u c h  a s  w o o l .

( b )  The c h a n g e  a b o u t  f r o m t h e  e x p o r t a t i o n  o f  w h e a t  t o  i t s  

i m p o r t a t i o n .

( c )  An i l l u s i o n  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  b a s e d  on d i a m o n d s  and o s t r i c h  

f e a t h e r s .  Diamond m i n i n g  had t h e n  b e g u n  t o  c h a n g e  c h a r a c t e r  

f r om t h e  f l a m b o y a n t  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  c o m p a n i e s .

( d )  The s t o p p a g e  o f  b o r r o w e d  c a p i t a l : an  e n o r m o u s  amount  o f

money had b e e n  b o r r o w e d  .:o y‘ c a p ' t a l  w o r n ;  and now t h a t  t h i s  

had c e a s e d ,  t h e r e  was  n o n e  o f  t n v .  money i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .

The  o v e r s e a s  s lu mp  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  i h e  Cape s o  b a d l y ,  s t a r t e d  in  

P a r i s  i n  1 8 8 2 ,  s p r e a d  t o  t h e  r e s t  c f  Eur ope  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  and  

r e a c h e d  i t s  c l i m a x  i n  1 8 8 6 ' 1 '"31



I t  w o u l d  a l s o  s e e m ,  f rom a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e  by  t h e  same a u t h o r ^  ' '  , 

t h a t  t h e  r a i l w a y s ,  a l t h o u g h  v i t a l  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

and h e  g i v e s  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t o  p r o v e  t h i s ,  w e r e  n o t  g i v i n g  a 

g o o d  r e t u r n .  T h i s  was  du e  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  h i g h  c o s t  o f  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  p l u s  e x p e n s i v e  r u n n i n g  c o s t s .  Two f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  

t h e  h i g h  r u n n i n g  c o s t s .  T h e s e  w e r e ; c o s t l y  i m p o r t e d  c o a l  and an 

i m b a l a n c e  o f  g o o d s  t r a f f i c ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

e m p t y  t r a i n s .

The  l a t e  1 8 8 0 1s  was a l s o  a t i m e  when Cape  Town b e c a m e  a mode rn  

c i t y  and w i t h  i t  a number o f  p r o b l e m s  had a r i s e n ;  among t h e s e  

w e r e  s l u m s .  T h e r e  had b e e n  s l u m s  b e f o r e  b u t  n o t  a s  l a r g e  and  

t h e r e f o r e  n o t  s o  s e r i o u s .  T h e r e  a r e  g r a p h i c  D i c k e n s i a n  d e s ­

c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  o v e r c r o w d i n g  o f  t w e l v e  t o  a room and  

o f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  s t a t e  o f  s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  '

The  w o r s t  s l u m s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  B u i t e n k a n t  

S t r e e t  a r e a s , a r o u n d  W a t e r k a n t  S t r e e t  and a l s o  i n  R o s e  and  

C h i a p p i n i  S t r e e t s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  by t h e n  o l d  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

c i t y .  I t  had be c om e o b v i o u s  t o  many t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a 

m ode rn  s y s t e m  o f  d r a i n a g e  and w a t e r  s u p p l y  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  be  

p o s t p o n e d .

I t  w as  a l s o  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  p ow e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  e n g i n e e r  t o  

r e g u l a t e  new b u i l d i n g s  was  a l m o s t  n o n - e x i s t e n t  and t h a t  t h e  

m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  o f  h e a l t h  had no j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  s a n i t a r y  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  a t  a l l .  To amend t h i s  '  or  a r f a i r s , t h e  f i r s t  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s e t  o f  b u i l d i n g  b y l a w s  anu h e a l t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  became  

l a w  i n  1 8 8 9 ( 1 2 8 ) .

Cape  Town had a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  + 4 4 , 0 0 0  i n  188 5  w h i l e  t h e  s u b u r b s  

t h e n  c o n t a i n e d  + 2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .

The  e c o n o m i c  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  b e g a n  t o  l i r t  i n  t h e  e a r l y

18 5 0 ' 3  and t h i s  p e r i o d  was  t o  be c om e t h e  g r e a t e s t  boom t i m e  o r  t h e

c e n t u r y  f o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  The  p r i m e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  wa s  t h e  v a s t  

i n f l o w  o f  c a p i t a l  o c c a s i o n e d  by t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  T r a n s v a a l  

g o l d f ' e l d s ^ 1 2 9 ^; t h e s e  f i e l d s  had b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1 8 8 6 .  Tne 

Cape  G o ve rn me nt  among o t h e r s ,  had n o t  b e e n  s l o w  t o  r e a l i s e  w h a „ 

t h e  a d v a n t a g e  4-o t r a d e  w o u l d  be  o f  a d i r e c t  r a i  iway c o n n e c t i o n .  ^

The K i m b e r l e y  l i n e  had b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  Vaa l  R i v e r  by 1 8 9 2 '



In 1 8 9 0 ,  C e c i l  Rhodes  has  become P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Cape  

C o l o n y .  He had b e e n  a member o f  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  B a r k l e y  E a s t  

s i n c e  1 3 8 1 .  He r e p r e s e n t e d  a new t y p e  o f  ma n,  o f  w h i c h  t h e r e  

w e r e  a g r o w i n g  number i n  t h e  C o l o n y :  t h e  man o f  g r e a t  w e a l t h  and  

i n f l u e n c e .  None had q u i t e  h i s  r i c h e s  and p o w e r ,  w i t h  l a r g e  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  S o u t h  A f r i c a  Company ( f o r m e d  i n  1 8 8 8 ) ,

De B e e r s  ( a l s o  i n  1 8 8 8 )  and G o l d f i e l d s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  ( f o u n d e d  

i n  1 8 8 7 ^ 1 3 1 ^. T h i s  w e a l t h  and p o w e r  was  p r i m a r i l y  d e v o t e d  t o  

a c h i e v i n g  h i s  a im o f  a U n i t e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a  u n d e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l a g .

A s m a l l  s t e p  t o w a r d s  c o - o p e r a t i o n  had b e e n  t a k e n  i n  1 8 8 9  w i t h  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  a Cu st oms  U n i o n  w i t h  t h e  O r a n ge  F r e e  S t a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  

t h e  f i a s c o  o f  t h e  J am e s o n  R a i d  i n  1 8 9 5  l e d  t o  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  

o f f i c e .  The e v e n t s  o f  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  s l o w l y  w o r s e n e d  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  an d r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  W:r i n  

O c t o b e r  1 8 9 9 .

Tne l a r g e  amoun t  o f  money t h a t  p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  p l u s  t h e  

i n f l u x  o f  l a r g e  numbers  o f  i m m i g r a n t s ,  c h e a t e d  a b u i l d i n g  boom 

o f  e n o r m o u s  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  Cape Town.  I t  i s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  r e ­

b u i l d i n g  o f  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  t h a t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  h ' ' I s o  t h e  

c h a n g e  o f  s c a l e  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s .  B u i l d i n g s  b e c a m e  t a l l e r ,  

some  r e a c h i n g  s i x  f l o o r s ^ b u t  a l l  g o i n g  t o  a t  l e a s t  f o u r .

The y  a l s o  be c ame  w i d e r ,  c o m p l e t e l y  o b l i t e r a t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

d o m e s t i c  s i z e  p l o t  w i d t h s .  T h e s e  new b u i l d i n g s  m i r r o r  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  t h e  l a r g e  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  t h e y  h o u s e d .  T h i s  was  t h e  

d a y  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s t o r e ,  t h e  o f f i c e  b l o c k  and t h e  l a r g e  

h o t e l .  Even g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  h o u s e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  new,  i m p r e s s i v e  b u i l d i n g s - 1 3 3 ^.

T h i s  v e r t i c a l  g r o w t h  was  made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  l i f t ,  f i r s t  

i n s t a l l e d  i n  S t u t t a f o r d s  i n  1 8 9 0 ( 1 3 4 ) , and t h e  s t e e l  f r a m e  w h i c h  

had b e e n  p e r f e c t e d  i n  Am e r i c a  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  

h e i g h t  was  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  l o a d b e a r i n g  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  b r i c k  and  

s t o n e ,  t h e  l o c a l  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  n o t  r e l i a b l e  e n o u g h .  A me re  

g l a n c e  a t  a p h o t o g r a p h  o f  c i r c a  1 9 0 0  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  show t h e  

s c a l e  o f  t h e  r e - b u i l d i n g .

A p r o p e r  s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m  was  a t  l a s t  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 9 0  -> 

by t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  D u ns co mb es  s c h e m e  o f  1 8 9 1 .  ; h e  f i r s t  

e l e c t r i c  p ow er  s t a t i o n  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 2  a t  t n e  M o l t e n o

2 5 .
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2 6 .

R e s e r v o i r ^  ^ . I t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a s o r t  o f  h y d r o ­

e l e c t r i c  p l a n t .

Tne d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b u r b s  c o n t i n u e d  a p a c e .  W o o d s t o c k ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  g r e w  f r o m  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  4 , 9 7 4  i n  1891 t o  2 9 , 0 0 0  i n  

1 9 0 4 ( 1 3 6 ) . C o m p l e t e  new s u b u r b s  s u c h  a s  O b s e r v a t o r y  came i n t o  

e x i s t e n c e .  Old e s t a b l i s h e d  s u b u r b s  s u c h  a s  Se a  P o i n t  and G r e e n  

P o i n t  a l s o  c h a n g e d  c h a r a c t e -  w i t h  many o f  t h e  l a r g e r ^ e s t a t e s  l i k e  

F r e s n a y e  ( 1 8 9 8 )  b e i n g  d i v i d e d  i n t o  h o u s i n g  e s t a t e s  ^ , w h i l s t

w h o l e  new s t r e e t s  o f  t e r r a c e d  h o u s e s ,  b o t h  s i n g l e  and d o u h e  

s t o r i e d ,  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  The c e n t r e s  o f  w h a t  had b e e n  u n t i l  

t h e n  v i l l a g e s ,  now r e s e m b l e d  s m a l l  t o v n s .  C l a r e m o n t  a nd  Wynberg  

a r e  two e x a m p l e s .

In T a b l e  V a l l e y ,  t h e  number o f  e s t a t e s  d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  

g i v e s  a g o o d  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  Ta mbo er s  

K l o o f  b e g u n  i n  1 8 9 5 ,  a nd W e lg e me en  E s t a t e  i n  1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  a r e a  b e l o w  

S t .  C y p r i a n ' s  S c h o o l ,  and u p p e r  D i s t r i c t  S i x  n e a r  Z o n n e b l o e m  

a l l  s ho w t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h i s  e x p a n s i o n .  A g a i n ,  w h o i e  s t r e e t s  o f  

t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  came i n t o  b e i n g ,  a d e n s e r  p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  

b e i n g  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  t i m e .

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l  Cape  Town i n  1 9 0 2  was  1 4 6 , 0 0 0 .  D u r i n g  

t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  g r o w t h  

o f  t h e  c o l o n y  i n  g e n e r a l  and Cape  Town i n  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t i n u e d ,  

i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  War.  In f a c t  t h e  war  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

s t i m u l a t e d  t h i s  g r o w t h .  Cape Town and i m m e d i a t e  r e g i o n  w e r e  

f a r  e n o u g h  away f ro m t h e  war z o n e  n o t  t o  be  i n  a n y  d a n g e r ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  P r e t o r i a .  The c i t y ,  a s  t h e  

n e a r e s t  p o r t  t o  B r i t a i n ,  was  i d e a l l y  s i t u a t e d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  

o f  t r a d e  o f f e r e d  by t h e  l a r g e  a mount  o f  men and s u p p l i e s  b e i n g  

p o u r e d  i n t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  by t h e  I m p e r i a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  A f t e r  t h e  

end o f  t h e  war i n  May 1 9 0 2 ,  t h i s  momentum was  f u r t h e r  m a i n t a i n e d  

by t h e  m o n e y ,  e s t i m a t e d  a t  2 3 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  B r i t a i n  p r o v i d e d  

f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  V e r e e n i g i n g  " • A f t e r

1 9 0 5  came t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  s l u m p ,  r e a c h i n g  i t s  w o r s t  i n  1 9 0 7 - 1 9 0 8 .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  h a p p e n e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  

w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Un i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  

on t h e  3 1 s t  May 1 9 1 0 .

I L L . 4



2 7 .

By t h e  t i m e  o f  U n i o n ,  Cape Town e x t e n d e d  f r o m S e a  P o i n t  t o  

P l u m s t e a d  i n  an u n b r o k e n  c h a i n  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  2 1 3 , 1 6 7 '

G r e a t e r  Cape  Town came i n t o  b e i n g  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  9 . 3 .

The b u i l d i n g  boom o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s w h i c h  had t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  c i t y  

c o n t i n u e d .  The r e - b u i l d i , . g  o f  A c d e r l e y  S t r e e t  was  c o n t i n u e d  i n  

t : , e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  l e s s  s p e c t a c u l a r l y  b u t  j  — t  a s  s o l i d l y ,  w i t h  

a number o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  b u s i n e s s e s  b e i n g  r e b u i l t  t o  g r e a t e r  

h e i g h t s .

R e s u m e .

From t h i s  s t u d y ,  w h a t  e m e r g e s  m o s t  c l e a r l y  i s  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  b o t h  

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and w e a l t h  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h i s  i s  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g ­

l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by t h e  g r a p h s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h o s e  i t e m s .  I t  w i l l  I L L . 3 & 4.  

be s e e n  t h a t  d e s p i t e  o c c a s i o n a l  c h e c k s ,  t h i s  g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  s t u d i e d ,  w i t h  a s p e c t a c u l a r  r i s e  t o w a r d s  

t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  F o r  o u r  p u r p o s e  t h i s  w o u l d  be  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  be  

s t u d i e d  w o u l d  d a t e  f r o m t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  o r  mor e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f rom t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  m e n t i o n e d ,  and t h i s  i s  a f a c t o r  

common t o  a l l  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l i s i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  i s  t h e  

e m e r g e n c e  o f  a number o f  new b u i l d i n g  t y p e s ,  s p e c i a l i s e d  s t r u c t ­

u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  unknown i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  

The o f f i c e  b l o c k  and t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s t o r e  a r e  g o o d  e x a m p l e s  o f

t h i s .

We c a n  a l s o  a s c e r t a i n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  p e r i o d s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  

t h e  d e c a d e  o f  1 8 5 2 - 1 8 6 2 ,  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 7 0 - 1 8 8 2  a n d ,  l a s t l y ,  t h a t  

o f  1 8 9 0 - 1 9 0 3 .  As w i l l  b e  shown i n  d e t a i l  l a t e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  

f a n c i f u l  t o  d i s c e r n ,  c o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h e s e  p e r i o d s ,  a l s o  t h o s e  o f  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e .  The f i r s t  p e r i o d  m i g h t  be  l a b e l l e d  " E a r l y  

V i c t o r i a n "  a s  i t  c o r r e s p o n d s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h a t  s t y l e  i n  B r i t a i n  

The s e c o n d  c o u l d  be  c a l l e d  "Hi gh V i c t o r i a n "  b u t  m i g h t  a l s o  b e  

a c c u r a t e l y  t e r m e d  " P r o t o  V i c t o r i a n - C o l o n i a l " .  T h i s  i a s t  p e r i o d ,  

w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  t h e  L a t e  V i c t o r i a n , i s  t i e  f u l l  Mo we r  o f  

V i c t o r i a n - C o l o n i a l .  T h e s e  t e r m s  w i l l  b e  d e f i n e d  i n  more  d e t a i l

l a t e r .

I L L . 5 .
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The l a s t  f a c t o r  w h i c h  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a s t u d y  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  i s  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  t i m e - l a g  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o l o n y  and t h e  

M o t h e r - c o u n t r y .  As t h e  Cape t r a n s f o r m e d  i t s e l f  f r o m a s m a l l ,  

r e m o t e  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  a l a r g e ,  w e l l  c o n n e c t e d  member o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  

E m p i r e ,  t h i s  t i m e - l a g  c l o s e d  u n t i l  i t  c a n  be s a i d  t h a t , f o r  o u r  

p u r p o s e s . i t  had become a l m o s t  n e g l i g i b l e .  In many w a y s .  Cape  

Town c o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e n  t o  M v e  be c ome  a p r o v i n c i a l  E n g l i s n  

d t y .
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CHAPTER TWO. THE PATRONS.

P u b ! i c  P a t r o n s :

U n t i l  1 8 7 2 ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  v e s t e d  i n  

t h e  G o v e r n o r .  T h i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  m e a n t  t h a t  h e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e ,  i n i t i a t e d  and c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  P u b l i c  Works  

programme o f  t h e  C o l o n y ,  s u c h  a s  i t  w a s .  The  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  

r e c e i v e d  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( s u b j e c t  f r o m 1 8 5 4  t o  t h e  s c r u t i n y  o f  

t h e  C o l o n i a l  P a r l i a m e n t )  d i r e c t  f ro m t h e  G o v e r n o r .

U n t i l  t n e  a r r i v a l  o f  S i r  G e o r g e  Gr ey  i n  1 8 5 4 ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

e v i d e n c e  t o  show t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  p r i o r  t o  him c o n c e r n e d  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  much w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  Works e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a e s t h e t i c  m a t t e r s ,  

n o t  t h a t  t h e s e  P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s  w e r e  a t  a l l  n u me r o u s  o r  l a r g e '  ' .  

B e i n g  s o l d e r s , t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  l e f t  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  

o f  o t h e r  s o l d e r s ,  f i r s t l y  C o l .  M i t c h e l l  and l a t t e r l y ,  C a p t .  

P i l k i n g t o n .

S i r  G e o r g e  G r e y ,  who was  a man o f  s t r o n g  i d e a s ,  had an e a r l y  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s .

Thus i n  a l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  J u l y  1 8 5 5 ^ ,  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  C o l o n i a l  

S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  on h i s  b e h a l f ,  c o n c e r n i n g  R o e l a n d  

S t r e e t  P r i s o n ,  t h e n  a b o u t  t o  be  b u i l t ,  C a p t .  P i l k i n g t o n  was  

i n f o r m e d ' t h a t  S i r  G e o r g e  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e  d i s p l a y  o r  c o r - e c t n e s s  

and t a s t e  o f  d e s i g n  i n  P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s  o f  a t o w n h a v e  an i n f l u ­

e n c e ,  by  no me ans  t o  be  n e g l e c t e d ,  on  t h e  t a s t e  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  

and e n c o u r a g e s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  e d i f i c e s ' .  

The o c c a s i o n  w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r t h  t h i s  o p i n i o n  w as  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  

r e d u c e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i n e r y  on t h e  p r i s o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a v e  

c o s t s ^ .  In t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  l e t t e r .  S i r  G e o r g e  u n d e r t o o k  t o  t r y  

t o  o b t a i n  f ro m P a r l i a m e n t  t h e  e x t r a  money  n e e d e d  t o  k e e p  a t  l e a s t  

e n o u g h  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  t o  make i t  r e s p e c t a b l e .

Of t h e  two o t h e r  l a r g e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  o f  

o f f i c e ,  we know t h a t  he was  i n t i m a t e l y  c o n c e r n  d w i t h  t h e  new 

S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l  and c h o s e  t h e  ' T u d o r '  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  

s c h e m e ^ . H i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  c o m b i n e d  S . A .  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y  and Museum i s  n o w h e r e  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d ,  b u t  we a l s o  know 

t h a t  i t  was  on h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  a c o m b i n e d  b u i l d i n g  was  e r e c t e d  

and i t  i s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  c n a r a c t e r i s t i c  b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s



i n f l u e n c e  c a u s e d  t h e  d e s i g n  o y  K o h l e r  t o  b e  s e l e c t e d  and b u i l t .

He c e r t a i n l y  had f o r m a l l y  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  d e s i g n ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  

he d e f i n i t e l y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d o n e ,  ' f  i t  d i d  n o t  m e e t  w i t h  h i s  

a p p r o v a l . H i s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  n e v e r  b u i l t  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  

c a n  a l s o  b e  d e t e c t e d  i n  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  S c o t t - T u c k e r ,  t h e  

C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r .  A f t e r  t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0  

c o m p e t i t i o n ^ ^ ,  he  r e q u e s t e d  him t o  p r e p a r e  a s e t  o f  m o d i f i e d  

p l a n s  o f  h i s  d e s i g n  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  P a r l i a m e n t .  G re y  was  o f  

t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n  was  t h e  b e s t  t o  be  a d o p t e d  b u t  t h o u g h t  

i t  c o u l d  do  w i t h  l e s s  s p a c e  f o r  p a s s a g e s  an d v e s t i b u l e s v ) .

G r e y ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  w as  n o t  o n l y  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  t h e i r  a e s t h e t i c  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  

e r e c t i o n .  In a l e t t e r  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 5 7 ,  he  s e e s  t h e  P u b l i c  

O f f i c e s  b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m m e ' 8 ' a s  a me ans  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  s k i l l e d  

a r t i s a n s  i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .

A f t e r  S i r  G e o r g e ' s  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  e x p i r e d  i n  1 8 6 2 ,  t h e r e  was  a 

d e a r t h  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  d e p r e s s i o n .

In 1 8 7 2 ,  on t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  P u b l i c  

Works e v o l v e d  i n t o  a m i n i s t e r i a l  p o s t ,  t h a t  o f  Crown L?nds  and  

P u b l i c  Wor ks .  From t h e n  on t h e s e  be ca me  a p u r e l y  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  Works b e i n g  d i r e c t l y  

u n d e r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  Crown Lands  and P u b l i c  Wo rks .  Thus t h e  

now f a m i l i a r  c h a i n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  was  s e t  up a nd  t h e  c o m m i - t e e  

t y p e  o f  d e c i s i o n  became i n e v i t a b l e .

The  m i d - 1 8 7 0 ' s  mark an i n t e r r e g n u m  w h e r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  

w e l l  d e f i n e d  and b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  o f t e n  t h e  work o f  o n e  man1 . By 

1 8 8 0 ,  c c l e a r  s t r u c t u r e  had b e e n  w o r ke d  o u t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  l a r g e  

P u b l i c  B u i l d i .  s programme t h a t  i t  was  b e c o m i n g  o b v i o u s  t n e  e x p a n d ­

i n g  c o l o n y  w o u l d  r e q u i r e .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Works  

D e p a r t m e n t  s e t  up on a b u r e a u c r a t i c  model  w i t h  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  man,  

an a r c h i t e c t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  and e r e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d ­

i n g s ,  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  who a a v i s e d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  on t n e  n e e a  

f o r  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  and t h e i r  l i k e l y  c o s t s  a n d ,  l a s t l y ,  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

who a p p r o v e d  o r  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e s e  i n  p r i n c i p l e .  The n o u s e s  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  1 8 7 5  and i t s  r e s u l t s  w e r e  an o b v i o u s  

f a c t o r  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  s u b s e q u e n t  g o v e r n m e n t s '  t o  a d o p t  an



' i n  h o u s e '  p o l i c y  f o r  f u t u r e  P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  a p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  was  

a d h e r e d  t o  r i g h t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a s t  t wo  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

T h i s  n e e d  t o  c o n t r o l  c o s t s  and t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  ' p r o f e s s i o n a l ' 

a r c h i t e c t  i n  s t a t e  e m p l o y  was  c o n d u c i v e  t o  a nd d i d  r e s u l t  i n  a 

c e r t a i n  m e d i o c r i t y  i n  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  The  c o n t r o l l i n g  b o d y .  

P a r l i a m e n t ,  w as  c o n t e n t  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  s t a t e d  c o s t s  w e r e  n o t  

e x c e e d e d  and t h e  b u i l d i n g s  p e r f o r m e d  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  t o l e r a b l y  

w e l l .  The  m y s t e r i e s  o f  a e s t h e t i c s  d i d  n o t  c o n c e r n  t h e m  c o l l e c t ­

i v e l y .  As a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Cape A r g u s  Wekkl y o f  1 8 8 9  o b s e r v e d ,

' I t  i s  not English con stitu tion a l p rac tice  fo r  Parliament to  
trouble i t s e l f  beforehand with arch itec tu ra l or a esth e tic  
d e ta i l s ’ ^ ^ . The C o l o n i a l  A r c h i t e c t  h i m s e l f  was  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  

be  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a n  

w i t h  t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  o f  s t y l e .  I t  was  a l s o  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  

f o r  h i m t o  p e r s o n a l l y  d e s i g n  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  r e q u i r e d .  A l l  

t h e s e  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  

B u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e s e  y e a r s .

The  P r i v a t e  P a t r o n s :

As a g r o u p ,  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  o f  Cape Town had p r o b a b l y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

i n f l u e n r  , on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  t o w n .  T h i s  was  b o t h  d i r e c t ­

l y ,  t f  «. ' s  i n  t h e i r  own b u i l d i n g s ; a n d  i n d i r e c t l y ,  i n  b u i l d i n g s  

s u c h  a s  c h u r c h e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  f o rm ed  t h e  m a j o r i t y  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  

c o m m i t t e e s .  T h e r e  b e i n g  no a r i s t o c r a c y  o r  g e n t r y  and n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  nu mbe rs  o f  o t h e r  w e l l - t o - d o  p e o p l e ,  s u c h  a s  u p p e r  c i v i l  

s e r v a n t s  o r  army o f f i c e r s ,  t h e y  f o r m e d  t h e  e l i t e  o f  Cape s o c i e t y .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  was  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s x . As a 

c l a s s ,  t h e y  w e r e  w e l l  t r a v e l l e d  a nd r e l a t i v e l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .

M o s t  w e r e  i m m i g r a n t s ,  u s u a 1 l y  f rom B r i t a i n ,  b u t  v i t h  a f a i r  

s p r i n k l i n g  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  t h e s e  m e r c h a n t s  d i d  

n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e  t o  s i n k  much o f  t h e i r  money  i n t o  b r i c k s  and 

m o r t a r ^  ^ . A q u o t a t i o n  f rom t h e  Cape  A r g u s  o f  1861 w o u l d  

a p p e a r  t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  I t  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :

• I f  i t  is  not successfu l in s t i tu t io n s  and successfu l ind tv tdua .s  
ufK, a re  to a id  in  tAie c i ty ,  who are to improve the
bwiidfnge a iready  and when they W Z d , to  einh a i-itz le



se lfish n ess and a l i t t l e  o f  th e ir  abundance to make Cape Toun 
more a t tr a c tiv e , who i s  expected to do i t?  I t  i s  a burning 
shame and an everla stin g  disgrace t  many who have, without much 
m erit o f  th e ir  own, acquired fortunes here, that they pocketed a l l  
they could and -walked o f f  with i t ,  not caring what became o f the 
old  c i ty  in which they had enriched themselves a f te r  th e ir  ends 
were sem ed '' '" H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  g o e s  on t o  comment  t h a t  

t h i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  c h a n g i n g , 'As the improved arch itecture o f  shops 
and s to re s  in the prin cipal s tr e e ts  t e s t i f i e s  ’. T h i s  c h a n g e d  

a t t i t u d e  i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  by a r emark i n  t h e  Cape M o n t h l y  M a g a z i n e ,  

a l s o  o f  1 8 6 V 1 , w h i c h  c omme nt s  on o l d  h o u s e s  ’metamorphized in to  
smart modern o f f ic e s ' . T h i s  h as  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  by  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  

s u r v e y ^ V  T h i s  new a t t i t u d e  c a n  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  p a r t l y  by  t h e  

c o m i n g  o f  a g e  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  b u s i n e s s  man a nd p a r t l y  by  t h e  

c o n f i d e n c e  e n g e n d e r e d  by t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  b o t h  i n  E n gl a nd  

and i n  t h e  C o l o n y .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  boom o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  was  b r i e f ,  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a 

m o d e r n ,  s h owy  b u i l d i n g  c n a t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  

c o m m e r c i a l  w o r l d  r e m a i n e d . ' 1' ' .  When b e t t e r  t i m e s  dawned i n  t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  mor e  r e - b u i l d i n g  t o o k  p l a c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  

monument s  o f  t h i s  e r a  a r e  m a i n l y  b a n k s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  A . B . C .  Bank i n  

A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  and m o s t  s t r i k i n g  o f  a l l ,  t h e  new S t a n d a r d  

B a n k ^ ® ) . T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

b u i l d i n g  was  d e s i g n e d  and b u i l t  f a r  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  g i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e x p a n ­

s i o n  t o  i t s  g r a n d  i d e a s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  r e a l l y  o n l y  d u r i n g  

t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h a t  l a r g e  f o r t u n a t e s  w e r e  a m a s s e d  

and c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  l a r g e  b u s i n e s s e s  b u i l t  t o  h o u s e  t h e s e  e n t e r ­

p r i s e s .  I t  m u s t  b e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  n o t  s e e n  

p u r e l y  i n  a u t i l i t a r i a n  l i g h t  b u t  a s  a v i s i b l e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

m e r c h a n t s '  p r o s p e r i t y .  T h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  was  o n e  o f  e x t r e m e  g e n e r o s i t y .  As l o n g  a s  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t  c o u l d  e c h o  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  f e e l i n g  o f  a b u n d a n c e ,  i n  and  

on t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e y  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  f o o t  t h e  b i l l . J . P a r k e r , 

a d d r e s s i n g  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  1 9 0 7 ,  a l l u d e d  t o  t h i s  by s a y i n g :

' I t  i s  a g ra tify in g  fa c t that during the la s t  few years there has 
been a marked improvement in the s tr e e t  arch itec tu re  o f  the c i ty .  
The causes fo r  th is  are not fa r  to seek, in the numerous ovportun-



i t i e s  which a rch itec ts  have had o f  building large o f f ic e s  and 
warehouse blocks thaw had been usual h itherto  and in the lib e ra l­
i t y  o f  building owners who, in many cases have spared no 

, ( 1 9 )expense'' 1.

R e v e r t i n g  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s , i t  w o u l d  seem t h a t  

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  s o u n d  e c o n o m i c a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  e r e c t i n g  s u c h  

l a r g e  and t a l l  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e r e  wa s  a l s o  an e m o t i o n a l  f a c t o r  

l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s t i g e  t h a t  was f e l t  t o  be  i n t r i n s i c  w i t h  t h e i r  

s i z e .  T h i s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  by Howard i n  1 9 0 7  when he  r e m a r k s  on  

w h i t e  e l e p h a n t s  o f  s k y s c r a p e r s ' ^ .

How f a r  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  a c t u a l

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s  i s  a m a t t e r  f o r  c o n j e c t u r e .

H o w e v e r ,  a s  i s  r e m a r k e d  on e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e s e  men w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  o f

t h e  c l a s s  t h e n  known a s  s e l f - m a d e .  T h i s  i n v a r i a b l y  m e a n t  t h e y

w e r e  o f  h um bl e  b e g i n n i n g s  a nd  w i t h o u t  v e r y  much f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n ;

c e r t a i n l y  e v e n  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n
( 2 1 )

p e r i o d  s e l d o m  had a ny  d e e p  u n d - r s t a n d i n g  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e x .

Ch ur ch  P a t r o n s :

P r i o r  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a b i s h o p ,  A n g l i c a n  Church b u i l d i n g  

i n  t h e  c o l o n y  w as  l e f t  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  

a nd w h e r e  t h e s e  w e r e  numer ous  a nd  w e a l t h y  e n o u g h , t h e y  b u i l t  

c h u r c h e s . The p a t t e r n  s e e m s  t o  be  t h i s : t h a t  a Bo ar d o f

T r u s t e e s  was  f o r m e d  o f  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s  p l u s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  i f  t h e r e  

was  o n e .  T h i s  Board t h e n  a c q u i r e d  a s u i t a b l e  s i t e  by p u r c h a s e ,  

g i f t  o r  G o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t .  A s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  was t h e n  o p e n e d  

and when d o n a t i o n s  r e a c h e d  a s u i t a b l e  l e v e l ,  p l a n s  w e r e  i n v i t e d , 

u s u a l l y  p r i v a t e l y .  Once  a p p r o v e d , wor k was s t a r t e d .  O f t e n  a 

g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t  c o u l d  a l s o  be  o b t a i n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h .  The  b u i l d i n g  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Wynber g,  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h i s  

e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  i t s  d e s i g n  and  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e .

The f i r s t  m ov e s  t o  b u i l d  a c h u r c h  a t  Wynoerg w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  a 

m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  1 8 2 7 ,  o v e r  w h i c h  t h e  v i s i t i n g  B i s h o p  o f  C a l c u t t a  

pt u s i d e d ^ 3 ) .  He a d v i s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  t h e  t h e n  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  

t h e  C o l o n i e s  had a s s u r e d  him t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  s a n c t i o n



t h e  s i t e  and c o n t r i b u t e  h a l f  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  a c h u r c h  a t  Wynb er g.

The m e e t i n g  t h e n  r e s o l v e d  t o  o p e n  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  f o r  a c h u r c h  

t o  s e a t  1 , 0 0 0  o f  w h i c h  300 w o u l d  b e  f r e e  f o r  t h e  p o o r .  T he y  

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  w o u l d  c o s t  £ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  some o f  t h e  mone y f o r  

w h i c h  w o \ I d  be  d e r i v e d  f rom pew r e n t s .  N o t h i n g  came o f  t h e s e  

a m b i t i o u s  : d e a s  u n t i l  a m e e t i n g ,  h e l d  i n  May 1 8 3 2 ,  w h e r e  i t  was  

r e s o l v e d  t o  x i i l d  a more  m o d e s t  c h u r c h ,  s e a t i n g  3 5 0 ; 1 . A Board

o f  T r u s t e e s  was  e l e c t e d .  The g o v e r n o r  was  p e t i t i o n e d  t o  g r a n t  

l a n d ,  w h i c h  he  d i d ,  a nd a l s o  p r o m i s e d  £ 4 0 0  i n  f o u r  i n s t a l m e n t s .  

A n o t h e r  v i s i t i n g  B i s h o p  o f  C a l c u t t a  c o n s e c r a t e d  t h e  g r o u n d  i n  

S e p t e m b e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  t r u s t e e s  m e t  w i t h  S k i r r o w  i n  O c t o b e r  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h i s  wa s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o s t  

£ 1 . 8 0 0  an d t r u s t e e s  a i m e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

s e l l i n g  o f  £ 5  s h a r e s .  Owners o f  t h e s e  s n a r e s  had pew r i g h t s  and  

v o t e s .  T h e r e  a r e  no p i c t o r i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  b u t  i t  w o u l d  

a p p e a r  f r o m  d e s c r i p t i o n s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a s i m p l e  r e c t a n g l e  w i t h  e nd  

g a b l e s ,  b u t t r e s s e s  and an a t t a c h e d  t o w e r .  I t  was  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n ­

l y  ' G o t h i c '  i n  s t y l e .  The c h u r c h  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  

s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  t o w e r  f a c i n g  s o u t h  t o w a r d s  S i m o n s t o w n ,  b u t  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  i t  be  r e v e r s e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  f a c e d  

e a s t - w e s t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c a n o n s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  . A l t h o u g h  t h e  

Re v.  J u d g e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no c a n o n s  o r  r u b r i c  on  

w h i c h  way a c h u r c h  w as  t o  f a c e ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  r e s o l v e d  t o  o b l i g e ,  

b u t  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  t h i s  s o  t n e  f o r m e r  n o r t h -  

s o u t h  o r i e n t a t i o n  was  r e v e r t e d  t o .  The  new c h u r c h  w as  no s o o n e r  

f i n i s h e d  i n  J u l y  1 8 3 4  t h a n  i t  c o l l a p s e d ,  a t  f i r s t  p a r t l y  and s o o n

c o m p l e t e l y .  S i r  J o h n  H e r s c h e l  had some h a r s h  w o r d s  t o  s a y  a b o u t  
( 2 6 )

i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ^  .

Not  d a u n t e d ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  s e t  a b o u t  r a i s i n g  f u n d s  f o r  a new c h u r c h .  

At  a m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  J u n e  1 8 3 5  t h e  new c h u r c h  w as  e s t i m a t e d  t o  

c o s t  £ 1 , 8 5 0  and a s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  was o p e n e d .  N o t  w i t h o u t  some  

q u a l m s ,  S k i r r o w  wa s  r e - e n g a g e d  a s  a r c h i t e c t .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e  d e s i g n  

was t a k e n  f rom a p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  c h a p e i  a t  S u d e l y  C a s . i e ,  

G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e .  A new s i t e  was  c h o s e n ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

c h u r c h .  The b u i l d i n g  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 3 9  b u t  n o t  c o n s e c r a t e d  

u n t i l  May 1 8 4 3  by t h e  B i s h o p  o f  T a s m a n i a .  As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  

c h u r c h  had no w i n g s ,  t h u s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  c l o s e l y  t o  i t s  m o d e l .



u s e  o f  an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p r e c e d e n t  s h o ws  t h e  f a i n t  s t i r r i n g ,  e v e n

i n  a p l a c e  a s  r e m o t e  a s  t h e  C a p e ,  o f  t h e  m ove me nt  t o w a r d s  a p u r e r

G o t h i c  r e v i v a l , t h a t  was  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  i n  B r i t a i n .

L o c a l  o p i n i o n  was e n t h u s i a s t i c  and a c o n t e m p o r a r y  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e

c h u r c h  had t h i s  t o  s a y :  'The English Egisaopc.l Church is  a po in t
in the landscape o f  Wynberg o f  beau tifu l in te r e s ts . I t  i s  qu ite  a
o a tte m  fo r  v illa g e  churches and is  without doubt a building o f

/ ? 7 )the purest ta s te  a t the Cape ' ' .

As m e n t i o n e d  e l s e w h e r e ^ ^ , t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  A n g l i c a n  

b i s h o p  o f  Cape  Town i n  1 8 4 7 ,  s i g n a l l e d  a new d e p a r t u r e  i n  t h e  t y p e  

o f  c h u r c h  b u i l t  i n  t h e  C ap e .  B i s h o p  Gray  and hi<- w i f e ,  S o p h y ,  

w e r e  r e s o l u t e l y  1 High C h u r c h ’ . R o b e r t  G r a y ' s  f a t h e r  had b e e n  

B i s h o p  o f  B r i s t o l ,  w h i l s t  S o p h y ,  n e e  M i d d l e t o n ,  c ame  f ro m  

Y o r k s h i r e  g e n t r y ^ ) .  Thus t h e y  s h a r e d  a common T o r y  b a c k g r o u n d .  

B e f o r e  c o m i n g  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  Gray  uad b e e n  v i c a r  a t  S t o c k t o n - o n -  

T e e s ,  an i n d u s t r i a l  t own n e a r  N e w c a s t l e ,  an a p p o i n t m e n t  p u r p o s e l y  

t a k e n  by him t o  show h i s  z e a l .  The 1 8 4 0 ' s  w e r e  t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  

t h e  O x f o r d  m o v e m e n t .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  when t h e  

G ra y s  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town,  f i r e d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  mov e­

m e n t ' s  a i m s ,  t h e y  f o u n d  much t o  do i n  t h e  t h e n  d i s o r g a n i s e d  and  

l e t h a r g i c  c o l o n i a l  c h u r c h .  The  a r c h i t e c t u r a i  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  O x f o r d  m ov eme nt  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  i n  a n o t h e r  

s e c t i o n ,  s i  we w i l l  o n l y  d i s c u s s  h e r e  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  G r a y s  

a c h i e v e d  t h e i r  e n d s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  programme w h i c h  t h e y  

a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  embar ke d upo n.

As a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  p r i e s t s  who came o u t  w i t h  Gray  and t h o s e  who w e r e  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  i m p o r t e d  w e r e  o f  h i s  H ig h Church p e r s u a s i o n ;  t h e r e  

was  o b v i o u s l y  no n e e d  t o  c o n v e r t  t he m t o  t h e  e c c l e s i o l o g i c a l  a i m s

i n  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s .  The y ; . l s o  s o o n  i orme d t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e

m i n i s t e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  I c y  members  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  n e e d e d  t o  be

p e r s u a d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  u ^ e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  and b u i l d i n g

o f  c h u r c h e s .  T h i s  was  d o n e  by t h e  n u mer ous  and a r d u o u s  v i s i t a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  b i s h o p ,  o f t e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  by h i s  w i f e .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  t h e  

f o u n d i n g  o f  a c h u r c h  m a g a z i n e  c a l l e d  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  Church  

M a g a z i n e  and E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Re vi  tw. The f i r s t  number  was p u b l i s h e d  

i n  1 8 5 0  a nd i t  r a n  u n t i l  1 8 5 9 .  Amongst  t h e  v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  c o n ­

c e r n e d  w i t h  c h u r c h  m a t t e r s ,  ran a v e r y  s t r o n g  l i n e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r
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o f  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g .  In f a c t ,  t h e  s e c o n d  n u m be r ,  t h a t  o f  

F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 0 ,  c o n t a i n e d  a v e r y  l o n g  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  ' c h u r c h  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ' ( 3 0 ) . T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  c o u c h e d  i n  t h e  p r o s y  s t y l e  o f  

t h e  t i m e s ,  f u l l  o f  q u o t a t i o n s  a nd s n a t c h e s  o f  p o e t r y  b u t ,  f o r  a l l  

i t s  f l o w e r y  l a n g u a g e ,  i t  had a c l e a r  m e s s a g e :  t h a t  o n l y  G o t h i c  was

a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  c h u r c h e s  and ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c  a t  t h a t .

The f i r s t  p a r t  p r a i s e s  t h e  new c h u r c h e s  t h e n  r i s i n g  a s  b e i n g  ' m  a
s ty le  ca lcu la ted  to r e c a ll  the goodly fa b ric s  in  which we have been 
accustomed to worship in  o t^er Vxnas and axso to  cai-L- o u t a b e tte r  
ta s te  in  our colon'i'a l church a r c h ite c tu r e '. L a t e r  o n ,  r e c a l l i n g  

t h e  ' t i m e - h o n o u r e d ' c h u r c h e s  a nd c a t h e d r a l s  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  

a n o n y m ou s  a u t h o r  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  on  e n t e r i n g  o n e  o f  t h e s e ,  our 
thoughts are in  a moment hallowed -  our minds are elevated  A l l  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  i n  t h e  e v o c a t i v e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  More i n  

t h i s  v e i n  f o l l o w s .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  's ternness o f  solemn a i s l e s ’; 
t h e  c h u r c h  i s  'solemn, grand, sublim e';  w i t h i n ,  i t  i s  ’impossible  
to  re s tra in  p ra yer’ and ’the very solem nity o f  the fa b ric  f i l l s  us 
w ith devo tion ’. T u r n i n g  f ro m t h e  m e d i e v a l  m a s t e r p i e c e s  t o  t h e  

mo r e  h u m bl e  and much mor e  r e l e v a n t  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s , s i m i l a r  

c o m p l i m e n t s  a r e  p a i d  t o  t h e s e .  ’These sim ple, venerable, dear 
loved v illa g e  churches, a ttr a c t  to  themselves our warmest p ie ty , 
our deepest reverence’; an a s i d e  c a s t i g a t e s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a u t e m p t s  

a t  G o t h i c  a s  ’the hideous painted and whitewashed parallelograms 
th a t we have ra ised  up and ca lled  churches in  these our day a . At  

t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  t h e  a u t h o r  n o t e s  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  a g a i n  be  

p o s s i b l e  t o  r a i s e  up ’movements o f  p i e t y ’ b u t  b u i l t  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e i r  

own d a y .

The m a g a z i n e  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a s e r i e s  o f  f o u r  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  

e d i t o r  by a c e r t a i n  ' E . R . Y . ' ^3 1 1 , c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  c h u r c h  

b u i l d i n g .  T h e s e  l e t t e r s  s e t  o u t  v e r y  v i v i d l y  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  

b e s e t  t h e  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c h u r c h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r u r a l  

o n e s .  T h e s e  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  l a t e r ,  b u t  i t  

i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a s s u m e s  a t  t n e  

v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  o n l y  ' g o o d  E n g l i s h  m o d e s '  a r e  t o  b e  u s e d  and  

t h e r e f o r e  d i s c u s s e s  o n 1y t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s .

The e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  p r o p a g a n d a  and t h e  b i s h o p  s  v i s i t a t i o n s  w e r e  

t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  no A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h e s  i n  S o u th  A f r i c a  we
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b u i l t  i n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a p p r o v e d  m ann er  and m o s t l y  t o  S o p h y  G r a y ' s  

d e s i g n s , e v e n  i f  t h e s e  w e r e  a l t e r e d  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n ^ ' . Even  

H ol y  T r i n i t y  C h u r c h ,  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  an E v a n g e l i c a l  p a r i s h ,  had 

a c h a n c e l  i n  t h e  d e c o r a t e d  s t y l e  a d d e d  when i t  was  e n l a r g e d  c . 1 8 6 0 .  

Where i t  s e eme d t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  w e r e  l i k e l y  t o  e r r ,  t h e  a u t o ­

c r a t i c  B i s h o p  was  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  r e m i n d  them t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  

' c e r t a i n  d e f i n i t e  r u l e s  and l a w s  i n  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e 1 and t o  

r e g i s t e r  h i s  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  l o c a l , i n f e r i o r  d e s i g n ' 3 3 -'.

In p r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  Gray  i n e v i t a b l y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a s p i r i n g  

c n u r c h  b u i l d e r s  w i t h  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  d e s i g n s ,  some p r e p a r e d  by n i s  

w i f e  a nd  o t h e r s  by E n g l i s h  a r c h i t e c t s ,  c o p i e s  o f  w h i v h  had b e e n  

b r o u g h t  o u t  by t h e  G r a y s ^ 3 4 ' .  They c h o s e  t h e  o n e  w h i c h  s u i t e d  

t h e i r  n e e d s  and p u r s e ,  i n v a r i a b l y  t h e  l a t t e r .  The  s y s t e m  s e t  up 

by G r a y  was  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  mor e  p r o m i n e n t  members  o f  a p a r i s h  t o  

f or m a b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  t o  p u r c h a s e  a s i t e  o r  g e t  i t  g r a n t e d  t o  

them b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ^ 3 5 ^ , a nd t h e n  t o  p r o m i s e  a c e r t a i n  s um ,  s a y  

£ 2 0 0 ,  f r o m  h i s  f u n d s , on c o n d i t i o n  t h e y  r a i s e d  a s i m i l a r  a m o u n t ^ 3 6 ^. 

B e f o r e  g r a n t i n g  t h e  m on e y ,  t h e  c h u r c h  s i t e  had t o  be  v e s t e d  i n  him 

a s  h e a d  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  and he  w o u l d  n o t  c o n s e c r a t e  a n y  c h u r c h  i n  

d e b t .  The m o t i v e  h e r e  was  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  no p a r i s h  c h u r c h  was  

e n c u m b e r e d  and had no p o s s i b l e  d i s p u t e s  a s  t o  o w n e r s h i p .  He was  

a l s o  a g r e a t  b e l i e v e r  i n  v. L we t o d a y  w o u l d  c a l l  1 s e l f - h e l p *  ^ . 

Mos t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e r e  b u i l t  t h i s  w a y ,  w i t h  

t n e  l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e  a s s u m i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g  

w o r k .  H o w e v e r ,  some c h u r c h e s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  B e l v i d e r e ,  S c h o o n b e r g  

and F a u r e ,  w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  l a n d o w n e r ,  i n  t h e  

E n g l i s h  way.

R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  l e t t e r s  on c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  wo 1d be  a s  w e l l  t o  

f o l l o w  them i n  s e q u e n c e  a s  t h e s e  d e a l  w i t h  t y p i c a l  ' r o b l e m s  i n  

s u c c e s s i o n .  The s e c o n d  l e t t e r  s e t s  o u t  t h e  b e s t  c o u r s e  f o r  o b t a i n ­

i n g  a s u i t a b l e  d e s i g n  a s  b e i n g  t o  s e n d  t o  E n g l a n d  f o r  p l a n s  a s  t h i s  

i s  w h e r e  ‘ c h u r c h - b u i l d i n g  i s  m a ki n g  mor e  r a p i d  p r o g r e s s  t h a n  i t  has  

f o r  a n y  t i m e  i n  t h e  l a s t  30 0 y e a r s ' .  H a v i n g  r e c e i v e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

t w e n t y  p l a n s , t h e  p a r i s h e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  had t o  make  a s e l e c t i o n .  

I n e v i t a b l y ,  an e x p e n s i v e  p l a n  was  c h o s e n  and t h i s  had t o  be  

' s i m p l i f i e d '  f o r  l o c a l  t a s t e ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h e  r e mo va l  o f  o r n a ­

me nt  a s  ' s o  much o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b e a u t y  d e p e n d s  on w e l l - p l a c e d



o r n a m e n t  a nd  o r n a m e n t  i s  e x p e n s e 1 . T h i s  ' s i m p l i f i c a t i o n '  i s  d o n e  

by t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b u t ,  a s  t h e  w r i t e r  o b s e r v e d ,  s k i l l  i s  n e e d e d  t o  

s i m p l i f y  w e l l . T h i s  s k i l l  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a t r a i n e d  mi nd  and  

' c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  n o b l e s t  u s e s  t o  w h i c h  i t  c a n  be  

a p p l i e d ' ,  a remar k w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  a ny  g i v e s  t h e  

m o t i v e  f o r  S o p h y  G r a y ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The  

n e e d  f o r  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  a l s o  d e f i n e s  h e r  p l a c e  i n  l o c a l  c h u r c h  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .

The t h i r d  l e t t e r  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  m a t e r i a l s ,  and n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  c h i . r c h e s  , s  much i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  t y p e  and n a t u r e  v f  

t h e  l o c a l  s t o n e .  I t s  h a r d n e s s  aid  d u r a b i l i t y  a r e  n o t  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s ;  b u t  how f i t t i n g  i t  i s  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  o u t ­

l i n e  and f o r m s  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  h a s  i n t e n d e d ,  i s  s t a t e d .  In 

t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  Cape  i s  d e f i c i e n t  i n  g o o d  f r e e s t o n e .  The b e s t  

i n t e r i o r  wor k a t  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  R o n d . i b o s c h ,  had t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  

s t o n e  f r o m  t h e  S u n d a y s  R i v e r ,  o v e r  6 0 0  m i l e s  a wa y .  F o r  m o s t  

c h u r c h e s  t h i s  means  t h a t  s tone-  f o r  t r a c e r y  o r  m o u l d i n g s  had t o  be  

o b t a i n e d  a t  a n y  c o s t ^ 3 8 ^,  o r  t h i s  work a b a n d o n e d ^ 3 3 \  A g a i n  m o s t  

l o c a l  s t o n e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  e v e n  t o  s q u a r e  o r  b r i n g  t o  a f i n i s h .

T u r n i n g  f r om  s t o n e  t o  w o o d ,  t h e  w r i t e r  n o t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  

t h i s  and t h e  u n s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  l o c a l  w o o d s .  T h e r e f o r e  he  o r  s h e  

o b s e r v e s  t h a t  t h i s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  s p a r i n g l y  and i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way  

f r o m E n g l a n d .  In t h i s  r e g a r d ,  ' t h e  s o l e m n  e f f e c t  o f  m a s s i v e  

r o o f s  and t h e  f r e e  and f l o w i n g  l i n e s  w h i c h  s o f t e r  wo od s  a d m i t  o f  

i n  c a r v i n g  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be  p r o m i n e n t  b e a u t i e s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' .

The f o u r t h  and l a s t  l e t t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  workman­

s h i p .  In E n g l a n d ,  t h e  w r i t e r  s a y s ,  c h u r c h  work i s  n o t  c a r r i e d  

o u t  by  common v i l l a g e  w o r km e n, b u t  by s k i l l e d  men i m p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  

w o r k .  T h e s e  s k i l l e d  men a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  Cape a s  

e v e n  l o n g  s e t t l e d  i m m i g r a n t s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t h e s e  s k i l l s ,  t h e  work  

o n l y  b e i n g  r e c e n t l y  r ec ommen ce d i n  E n g l a n d .  Some g o o d  workmen  

m i g h t  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  Cape Town.  The  b e s t  me th od  

f o r  r u r a l  a r e a s  w o u l d  b e  t o  b u i l d  t o  an o l d  f a s h i o n e d  p l a n  and 

f o r  t h e  p a s s i n g  on o f  a s m a l l  b o d y  o f  t r u s t y  and s k i l l f u l  workmen  

f r om  c h u r c h  t o  c h u r c h ' 4 0 \  The l e t t e r  t h e n  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  

o f  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e ,  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  i t  was  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  an 

a r c h i t e c t ,  o f  w M c h  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  many i n  t h e  C o l o n y ,  t o  s u p e r ­

v i s e  c h u r c h e s  a t  s u c h  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  a p a r t .  The n e e d  f o r  a t r u s t y



f o r e m a n  i s  s t r e s s e d .  o w a r d s  t h e  end o f  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  

d r y l y  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n c r e a s e  a s  t h e  s t y l e  o f  work  

r i s e s  b e y o n d  t h e  s k i l l  and e x p e r i e n c e  o f  the- workmen e m p l o y e d  and

d i f f e r s  f ro m t h e  o r d i n a r y  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

In a l l ,  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  a p r o p h e t i c  summary o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s

t h a t  w e r e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  b u i l d e i r s  o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  o v e r

t n e  n e x t  t w e n t y  t o  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  and show how t h e  e v d e s s i o l o g i s t ' s  

G o t h i c  had t o  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  s u i t  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  What i s  n o t  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  c o s t ' . G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  c h u r c h e s  

o f  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c  c h a r a c t e r  c o s t  t w i c e  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  i n

E n g l a n d ^  ^. Even a s m a l l  c h u r c h  l i k e  S c h o o n b e r g  c o s t  £ 6 0 0 ,  a

l a r g e  sum f o r  t h o s e  d a y s .  So t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  made t o  b u i l d  them

w e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  B i s h o p  G r a y ' s  r e m a r k  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e  a s

an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t .  I t  w a s :  'Our people being feu , 
aeattered , poor in a th in ly  peopled country

B e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  i t  m u s t  a l s o  be  s ho wn t h a t  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  High Church a t t i t u d e  was n o t  o n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o n  

and a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b u t  w i t h  a R u s k i n i a n  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  and  

m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  workman h i m s e l f .  The  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  from t h e  

c h u r c h  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  i n s t a n c e  t h i s : -

'Nor ie  th is  a mere m atter o f  ta s te  and a r t ,  but i t  i s  imtimately 
connected u ith  the whole character and so c ia l condition o f  the 
labourer. To be engaged on such work as p reva ils  generally in 
the colony, is  nothing le ss  than perpetual degradation to every 
workman employed upon i t .  Ho influence has so much to do with 
forming a man's character as the habitual influence o f  his uĉ rk. 
Slovenly, d e c e itfu l, pretensious, vulgar work w ill make a poor- 
s p ir i te d , careless, thoughtless, dishonest workman. We are 
thankful, therefore, on other than simply re lig iou s grounds for  
anything whicn g ives some hope o f  b e tte r  things to  come. A ll who 
contribute to honest, good work, o f  whatsoever kind, are benefactors 
o f  so c ie ty , and do something to e leva te  both those w h o  carry i t  out, 
and those who look a t i t ' ^ ^ \

T u r n i n g  f ro m t h e  s ome wh at  a g g r e s s i v e  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  

C hur ch  f o r  t h e  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c ,  i t  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  

d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

C hur ch  on C a l e d o n  S q u a r e ^ ' .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we a r e  f o r t u n a t e



i n  h a v v . g  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B u i l d i n g  C o m m i t t e e ' ' 4 '’ ' ,  

w h i c h  a l l o w  us  a f a i r l y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  

i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  a c t e d  on c h u r c h  d e s i g n  i n  Cape  Town i n  t h e  m i d -  

1 8 5 0 ' s ' 4 6 ' .

In common w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

Chur ch d e l e g a t e d  i t s  p o w e r s  t o  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  i t s  members  who w e r e  

s p e ' i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  In t h i s  c a s e ,  f o u t t c c n  

members  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  i n  m i d - 1 8 5 4 .  A m on g st  t h e s e  f o u r t e e n  w e r e  

t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  R e v .  Tho mp son ,  and s u c h  p r o m i n e n t  p e o p l e  a s  

Henry  S o l o m o n ,  b - o t h e r  o f  S a u l ,  Mat hews  t h e  c h e m i s t ,  and James  

Came ron ,  m i s s i o n a r y  a nd b u i l d e r .  The  c o m m i t t e e  was  e mpowered t o  

d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c h u r c h ,  t h e  U n i o n  Chapel  on  

Church S q u a r e ,  o r  t o  r e - b u i l d .  T he y  q u i c k l y  came t o  a d e c i s i o n  

t o  s e e k  a new s i t e  a nd t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  a s  

e n l a r g e m e n t  was  c l e a r l y  i m p r a c t i c a l .

Amongst  t h e  new s i t e s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  was  o n e  on C a l e d o n  S q u a r e .  The  

o w n e r  was  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  a nd t h e y  r e f u s e e  to  s e l l .  W h i l s t  t h e

s e a r c h  f o r  a new s i t e  w e n t  on and a b u y e r  w<..s s o u g h t  f o r  t h e

e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  a s u b - c o m m i t t e e  was  f o r m e d  i n  O c t o b e r  t o  c a l l  

f o r  p l a n s .  At  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  h e l d  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  two  

m o d e l s  o r  w h a t  we w o u l d  t e r m  s c h e m e s ,  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  by t h i s  s u b ­

c o m m i t t e e .  The f i r s t  was a d e s i g n  by P e n k e t h .  a v e r s i o n  o f  h i s  new 

c h u r c h  a t  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h .  The s e c o n d  was  a n  e n g r a v i n g  o f  T i l s t o n  

Chur ch i n  C h e s h i r e ,  E n g l a n d .  P e n k e t h ' s  d e s i g n  was  r e j e c t e d  a s  

b e i n g  t o o  e x p e n s i v e ,  w h i l s t  T i l s t o n  was r e g a r d e d  a s  b e i n g  s u i t a b l e .  

T i l s t o n  was  i n  t h e  P e r p e n d i c u l a r  s t y l e  u n t i l  e x t e n s i v ; l y  a l t e r e d  

i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ^ ^ T h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  a s  a model  s h o ws

how o l d - f a s h i o n e d  w e r e  t h e  i d e a s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  f l u i d ,  a nd a t  a s u b s e q u e n t  m e e t i n g ,  

Cameron p r e s e n t e d  a d e s i g n  o f  h i s  own,  w h i l s t  P e n k e t h  s u b m i t t e d  a 

new d e s i g n .  ° e r h a p s  s o  a s  n o t  t o  o f f e n d  Cameron o r  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  

i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  an i n f o r m e d  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a p p r o a c h e d  

M r . B e l l , t h e  S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l , a n o t e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c r i t i c ,  f o r  

h i s  c o m m e n t s .  He r ecommended t h e  p e n c i l  p l a n  ( P e n k e t h ' s )  a s  b e i n g  

' c h a s t e '  and ' g r a c e f u l ' ,  a l t h o u g h  we was n o t  s u r e  i f  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  was i n  k e e p i n g  a s  t o  t h e  o e r i o d  i f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  '

He a l s o  had a number o f  d e t a i l  c r i t i c i s m s .  These  were  t h a t  t h e



4 5 .

b e l f r y  s h o u l d  b e  much r e d u c e d  i n  h e i g h t  a nd b r e a d t h ,  t h a t  t h e  r o o f  

s h o u l d  be  o p e n  a n d  G o t h i c ,  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e s  ( n o t  s t a t e d )  t o  t h e  

s t y l e  o f  w i nd o ws  a nd b u t t r e s s e s  s h o u l d  n o t  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  and  

l a s t l y ,  t h a t  t h e  ' r o s e t t e '  s h o u l d  be  n e a r e r  t h e  r o o f .  From t h e s e  

we c a n  g a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  was n o t  q u i t e  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  s t y l e .

I n t o  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  came a l e t t e r  by  K j h l e r ' 4 9 *. A l t n o u g h  

no c o p y  o f  i t  s u r v i v e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  f r o m t h e  A p r i l  m e e t i n g ,  t h a t  i t  

was an o f f e r  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  At  t h e  m e e t i n g  h e l d  on 2 5 t h  May,  

1 8 5 5 ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a c c e p t e d  h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  T i l s t o n  C h u r c h ,  t h e  

f i r s t  m o d e l .  K o h l e r  had made some c h a n g e s :  he  had a d d e d  an

' e l e g a n t '  p o r c h  an d s u b s t i t u t e d  a f i n i a l  i n s t e a d  o f  a b e l f r y .  A 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n  s a y s  i t  i s  i n  t h e  E a r l y  E n g l i s h  s t y l e  

w i t h  a r o o f  o f  o p e n  G o t h i c  c h a r a c t e r ;  B e l l ' s  s u g g e s t ' o n  s e e m s  t o  

h a v e  b o r n e  f r u i t .  T h i s  d e s i g n  c o u l d  s e a t  5 0 0  w i t h  s p a c e  f o r  3 0 0  

i n  a g a l l e r y .  The g a l l e r y  w o u l d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a v e  b e e n  a n a t h e m a  t o  

t h e  E c c l e s s i o l o g i s t s .  A t  s u b s e q u e n t  m e e t i n g s ,  v a r i o u s  a d d i t i o n s  

a nd a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  a d o p t e d  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i e d .  I t  s h o u l d  

be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  

o f  t h e s e  s c h e m e s  w e r e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  when t h e  c o m m i t t e e  made t h e s e  

d e c i s i o n s ^ 50,1.

The c o n m i t t e e  was  c l e a r l y  n e r v o u s  a s  t o  t h e  s t . e n g t h  o f  t h e  o p e n  

r o o f .  The y c o n s u l t e d  b o t h  C a p t .  P i l k i n g c o n ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  

E n g i n e e r ,  and h i s  s o n ,  Wo odf or d P i l k i n g t o n ,  t h e n  C i t y  E n g i n e e r .

B o t h  w e r '  c o n f i d e n t  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h .  Ca| t .  P i l k i n g t o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l a r  beam be  l o w e r e d .  In O c t o b e r ,  K o h l e r  

p r e s e n t e d  a new d e s i g n  f o r  a c h u r c h  i n  t h e  Norman s t y l e .  Why he  

d i d  t h i s  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  i t  s e e m s  i t  was e n t i r e l y  on  h i s  own 

i n i t i a t i v e .  I t  w a s  n o t  a d o p t e d .  At  t h i s  m e e t i n g  i t  i s  n o t e d  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was t o  be  f r o n t e d  i n  HDugh r e d  

s a n o c t o n e .

H o w e v e r ,  P e n k e t h  had n o t  g i v e n  u p ,  a nd  a t  t h e  N ov embe r  m e e t i n g  

h i s  new p l a n s  a nd t e n d e r  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  w e r e  n o t  a c c e p t e d .

The o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  o f  K o h l e r ' s  was c o n t i n u e d  w i t h .  In F e b r u a r y ,  

p r e s u m a b l y  a n x i o u s  a b o u t  c o s t ,  S p e n g l e r ' s  b r i c k s  w e r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  

f o r  s t o n e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n ,  w h i l s t  b e s t  b l u e s t o n e  i n s t e a d  o f  

m o u n t a i n  s t o n e  was  s u b s t i t u t e d  e l s e w n e r e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s .

The f r o n t  was  a l s o  t o  be  p l a s t e r e d  i n  p o r t l a n d  c e m e n t  and t h e  r o o f



4 6 .

now h ad  a c e i l i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  o p e n .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  

a l l  t h e s e  s a v i n g s ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m s t  s t i l l  h a v e  had d o u b t s ,  f o r  

a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  2 9 t h  March 1 8 5 6 ,  t h e y  d i s c a r d e d  K o h l e r ' s  

d e s i g n  a nd a d o p t e d  P e n k e t h ' s  new o n e .  h i s  w as  o f  s a n d s t o n e ,  had 

an o p e n  r o o f ,  a t o w e r  and s t e e p l e  and a s t a i n e d  g l a s  w ind ow i n  t h e  

g a b l e ^ 5 1 ) .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  M i n u t e s ,  t h i s  d e s i g n  

was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  w as  f i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  

w h i c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a r c h m e n t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l e a a  box  l a i d  w i t h  

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e ' ^ , was  b a s e d  on t h e  W e s l e y a n  Chur ch a t  

C a s t l e t o w n ,  M o n m o u t h s h i r e .  In J u n e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a c c e p t e d  

P e n k e t h ' s  o f f e r  t o  do t h e  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  f o r  £ 4 2 .  T he y a l s o  

s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  g a b l e  o r  s t e e p l e  o r n a m e n t s  was  t o  be  

i n  t h e  f orm o f  a c r o s s  o f  a n y  n a t u r e .  T h i s  s t i p u l a t i o n  was  i n  

k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  h o r r o r  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  sm ac ke d  

o f  ' p o p e r y ' .  I t  e m e r g e s  a t  l a t e r  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  P e n k e t h  w a n t e d  

t o  b u i l d  t h e  c h u r c h  h i m s e l f  and t o  t h a t  e nd wa s  s o m e w h a t  t a r d y  

w i t h  t h e  d r a w i n g s ,  a f a c t  w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r t h  s ome  s t r o n g  c omme nt s  

f r o m t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

By J u l y  1 8 5 7 ,  v a r i o u s  t e n d e r s  h - d  b e e n  d e t a i l e d  and a d e c i s i o n  was  

f i n a l l y  made t o  b u i l d  i n  s t o n e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  was  e s t i m a t e d  t o  

c o s t  £ 6 0 0  e x t r a .  I t  was  o b v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be  w o r t h  

t h i s  a mo u n t .  The t e n d e r  o f  C o l i n  L a w r e n c e  w as  a c c e p t e d  a nd  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h .  The  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  was l a i d  l a t e  i n  

1 8 5 7 .  a nd t h e  c h u r c h  was  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 2 .  P e n k e t h ' s  d e s i g n  d i d  

n o t  e s c a p e  u n s c a t n e d .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  w i nd o ws  w e r e  c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  

s t y l e  o f  t h e  n o r t h  n o o r  o f  N o r t o n  C h u r c h ,  G l o u c e s t e r ,  t h e n  t h e  

g a b l e  wi ndow was  c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  Mr. Cameron a nd y e t  

a g a i n  t o  t h a t  o f  Mr. S l e i g h ,  a n o t h e r  member o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  The  

p r o j e c t e d  t o w e r  and s p i r e  w e r e  n e v e r  b u i l t .

T h i s  s a g a ,  i n  w h i c h  i t  t o o k  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  

d e c i d e  on a d e s i g n  a nd f i v e  y e a r s  t o  b u i l d  i t ,  s h o ws  v e r y  c l e a r l y  

t h e  l o c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  b u i l d i n g  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c .  The  

v i s s i c i t u d e s  t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a s  t h e  c o r a n i t t e e  w a v e r e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c o s t l y  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c ,  t h e n  n e w l y  f a s h i o n a b l e ,  and  

t h e  c h e a p e r  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  m e t h o d o f  a c h i e v i n g  a G o t h i c  c h a r a c t e r .

I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  was  n e v e r  i n  a o u f t  t h a t  G o t h i c ,  and i f  

p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  c l e a r l y  b a s e d  on an E n g l i s h  m o d e l ,  s h o u l d  be  u s e d .



T h i s  was  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s . r e n g t h  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  

i n  t h e  r a i d - 1 8 5 0 ' s ,  e v e n  on a n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  c h u r c h  i n  a r e m o t e  

c o l o n y .

In t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  e a c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  ( g e m e e n t e )  o f  t h e  N.G.  Kork 

was  an i n d e p e n d e n t  b o d y  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t s  own a f f a i r s  i n  a l l  b u t  

t h e o l o g i c a l  m a t t e r s ^ 5 3 '1. The c o n g r e g a t i o n  s e l e c t e d  o r  c a l l e d  i t s  

own m i n i s t e r  and f i n a n c e d  a nd b u i l t  i t s  own c h u r c h .  U n i f o r m i t y  o f  

r e l i g i o n  was  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  r e g u l a r  s y n o d s .  A

m o d e r a t o r  was e l e c t e d  a t  t h e s e  s y n o d s  a nd h e l d  o f f i c e  f o r  a c e r t a i n

l e n g t h  o f  t i m e ,  b u t  h i s  p o w e r s  w e r e  i n  no  way s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f

a b i s h o p .  The a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w e r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by  a

c o n s i s t o r y .  T h i s  w c s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  t w o  o r  more  

e l d e r s  and f o u r  o r  mo r e  d e a c o n s .  A l l  t h e  l a y  me moe rs  w e r e  e l e c t e d  

i n  r o t a t i o n ^ ' .

B e f o r e  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  c h u r c n e s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a s  w e l l  t o  

e x a m i n e  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  ( d o m i n e e s )  a s  t h e s e  men 

e x e r c i s e d  a p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Most  o f  t h e  

m i n i s t e r s  w e r e  c o l o n i a l l y  b o r n , a i t h o u g h  q u i t e  a u m b e r , e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  r a n t u r y ,  w e r e  e i t h e r  S c o t s  o r  o f  

S c o t t i s h  d e s c e n t ;  t h e  Re v.  Andrew Mur ray  and h i s  f i v e  s o n s  b e i n g

a f a m o u s  e x a m p l e .  The  R e v .  R o b e r t s o n  w a s  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e  was  a l s o
( 5 5 )

a s p r i n k l i n g  o f  D u t c h  and German m i n i s t e r s '  ' .

P r i o r  t o  1 8 5 9 ,  when t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s e m i n a r y  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  

S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  a l l  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  had t o  be  u n d e r t a k e n  o v e r s e a s ,  

u s u a l l y  i n  H o l l a n d  o r  S c o t l a n d .  T h u s ,  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  a l l  

t h e  m i n i s t e r s  m u s t  h a v e  s p e n t  some o f  t h e i r  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  a b r o a d  

w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  u n a wa r e  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  

w h i c h ,  by t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  had c e r t a i n l y  be c om e t h e  o n l y  p r o p e r  s t y l e  

f o r  c h u r c h e s .  T h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  and t h e  f a v o u r i n g  o f  G o t h i c  by  a 

m i n i s t e r ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  R e v .  N e e t h l i n g  a t  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  h a s  b e e n  

c o n f i r m e d  by  o n e  w r i t e r ^ 6 ' ,  who s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  was w i d e ­

s p r e a d  a m o n g s t  y o u n g e r  d o m i n e e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  ( c . 1 8 6 4 ) .

In t h e  m a t t e r  o f  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  was  u s u a l  f o r  a c o n g r e g a t i o n  

t o  d e l e g a t e  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  a c o m m i t t e e  s p e c i a l l y  s e t  up f o r  t h i s .  

T h i s  was  t h e  r u l e  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a r e - b u i l d i n g ,  o f  w h i c h  

t h e r e  w e r e  ma ny ,  o r  when a c o m p l e t e l y  new c h u r c h  w a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d .



The b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  i n v a r i a b l y  a d v e r t i s e d  o r  c a l l e d  f o r  p l a n s  
1571

a nd  t e n d e r s  ' .  On r e c e i p t  o f  t h e s e ,  t n e  c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  make  

i t s  s e l e c t i o n .  T h e s e  w e r e  n e v e r  c o m p e t i t i o n s  i n  t h e  t r u e  s e n s e  

o f  t h e  word a s  no premium was  o f f e r e d k3 8  \  The  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  

s e t  o u t  i n  t h e s e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  s e l d o m  i f  e v e r  s t i p u l a t e d  a s t y l e  

o r  t y p e  o f  p l a n .  What was  u s u a l l y  g i v e n  was  t h e  number t o  be  

s e a t e d ^ 5 9 ^. S o m e t i m e s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  n e g o t i a t e d  d i r e c t l y  

w i t h  a f a v o u r e d  a r c h i t e c t ,  u s u a l l y  b e c a u s e  he  w o u l d  a l s o  o f f e r  t o  

do t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g ,  a b u r d e n  w h i c h  o n e  c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  n o t  r e l i s h  

u n d e r t a k i n g .  H a g e r ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  s e e m s  t o  s t e m  

f r o m t h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s .  C a l e d o n  C hur ch  and t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  

O u d t s h o o r n  C hur ch  a r e  two e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s ^ 6 0 , i . T o wa r ds  t h e  end  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h o u g h ,  a r c h i t e c t  and b u i l d e r  w e r e  s e l d o m  t h e  same  

p e r s o n .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  s t i l l  w i l l i n g  t o  s u b m i t  

d e s i g n s ,  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  e l a b o r a t e l y  p r e s e n t e d ^ 5 1 '1, u n d e r  t h i s  f orm  

o f  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  p r e s u m a b l y  a s  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  now l a r g e  a nd  s o  

was t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f e e .

The s i z e  o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  i s  o f t e n  r e m a r k a b l e ,  b e i n g  v e r y  much 

l a r g e r  t h a n  was  n e e d e d  by t h e  r e g u l a r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  

i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  s i t u a t e d .  T h i s  c a s e  a b o u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  c h u r c h  

had t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a l l  t h e  f a r m e r s  f r o m  t h e  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s  wh o ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  i n v o l v e d ,  c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  a s e r v i c e  e v e r y  

S u n d a y  b u t  who w o u l d  come i n  a t  i n t e r v a l s  t o  t h e  communi on ( N a g m a a l ) .

B e s i d e s  b e i n g  s i z a b l e ,  t h e s e  w e r e  o f t e n  c o s t l y  b u i l d i n g s .  Examp1 e s  

o f  t h e s e  a r e  C e r e s  c h u r c h ,  n o t  a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  c o s t  £ 4 , 9 0 0  

i n  1 8 8 1 ;  M o s s e l  Bay w h i c h  c o s t  £ 7 , 2 5 0 ;  C a l e d o n  w h i c h  c o s t  £ 8 , 0 0 0  

i n  1 8 7 7 ^ ^ ;  and l a s t l y ,  O u d t s h o o r n  w h i c h ,  when c o m p l e t e  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  

had c o s t  t h e  h u g e  sum o f  £ 1 9 , 4 0 7 .  I t  was  t h i s  t y p e  o f  b u i l d i n g

t h a t  c a u s e d  F r o u d e  t o  comment  t h a t ,  'The Outah meeting houses case 
the handsomest buildings in  South A frica  ' '  .

A common me th o d o f  r a i s i n g  money f o r  a new c h u r c h  was t o  o b t a i n  

f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a g r a n t  o f  a f a r m .  T h i s  f a r m  was  t h e n  l a i d  

o u t  i n  t h e  f o r m o t  a t o w n s h i p .  E r f s  i n  t h i s  new t o w n  w o u l d  be  s o l d  

t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  C o l e s b e r g  and R o b e r t s o n  a r e  

e x a m p l e s  o f  v i l l a g e s  f o u n d e d  by  t h i s  m e t h o d .  T h i s  a l s o  e x p l a i n s  t h e  

c h u r c h ' s  p a r a m o u n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  i t  was  o f t e n  t h e  

f i r s t  b u i 1 d i n g  e r e c t e d .  A n o t h e r  way o f  r a i s i n g  money was  t o  s o l i c i t



c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w h o ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  a l w a y s  

f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s .  E x p e n s i v e  a s  t h e  c h u r c h  m i g h t  b e ,  

i t  was  a l w a y s  p a i d  f o r .

A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  wa s  t h e  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  t h e s e  

b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e n l a r g e d  o r  t o t a l l y  r e - b u i l t ,  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  them  

o e i n g  a f f e c t e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  w a y s .  E n l a r g e m e n t s  u s u a l l y  t o o k  

t h e  f o r m  o f  w i n g s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  E x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  

a r e :  W y n b e r g ,  b u i l t  1 8 3 2 ,  e n l a r g e d  1 8 4 3 ;  N a p i e r  b u i l t  1 8 4 2 ,  e n l a r g e d  

1 8 5 4 ;  and B r e d a s d o r p  b u i l t  1 8 4 2 ,  e n l a r g e * 1 1 8 5 6 .  S t e l l e n b o s c h  i s  

an e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s .  I t  was  e n l a r g e d  by a n a v e  and t o w e r  i n  1 8 6 3 .  

T h e r e  a r e  many t o t a l  r e - b u i l d i n g s .  Ce r e s  b u i l t  i n  1 8 5 5  was  r e ­

b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  M o s s e l  Bay b u i l t  i n  1 8 4 5  w as  r e - b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 5 - 1 8 8 0 .  

Wynberg C h ur ch  was  r e - b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 9 .  H o w e v e r , t h e  c h u r c h  w i t h  t h e  

m o s t  c h e q u e r e d  c a r e e r  m u s t  s u r e l y  be  M a l m e s b u r y .  The  o r i g i n a l  

c h u r c h ,  a k r u i s - k e r k ,  was  e n l a r g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 8 6 0 - 1 8 6 3 ,  b u t  

c o l  l a p s e d .  A c o m p l e t e l y  new c h u r c h  was  t h e n  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 4 .  he  

t o w e r  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  t h e n  c o l l a p s e d  s o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  1 8 7 7  and was  r e ­

b u i l t  i n  t h a t  y e a r .  The c h u r c h  wa s  f i n a l l y  e n l a r g e d  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  

f or m  i n  1 8 9 9 .

The p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  G o t h i c  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  b e f o r e  and o n e  s t r o n g  

s o u r c e  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  d o m i n e e s ,  had b e e n  n o t e d .  A n o t h e r  s o u r c e  

was  t h e  r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  G r o o t e  Kerk i n  1 8 4 1 .  As i t  was  t h e  

m o t h e r  c h u r c h ,  t h e  s t y l e  o f  i t s  r e - b u i l d i n g  i n  w h a t  i s  known a s  

' Ca pe  G o t h i c 1 , h a s  b e e n  shown e l s e w h e r e ' 5 3 ^t o h a v e  had i t s  i m i t a t o r s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a mo r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  demon  

s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  G o t h i c  e v e n  i f  i n  a s o m e w h a t  s t r a n g e  

f o r m .  M o s t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  f o r ,  and t h e  workmen e m p l o y e d  o n ,  t h e  

N.G.  C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w e r e  B r i t i s h  e m i g r a n t s  ; and  

t h e s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 3 4 0 1s a nd 1 8 5 0 ' s ,  w o u l d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  

h a v e  d e s i g n e d  a number o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s vD~ ; , a l l  i n  a f o r m o f  mi ni ma  * 

G o t h i c .  A u r y  d i r e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  t h e  F r a n s c h h o e k  

C hur ch  b u i l t  i n  1 8 4 4 .  I t  was  d e s i g n e d  ' i n  d e  Smaak a l s  d e  nuwe  

E p i s k o p a i e  k e r k  i n  d e  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  Kaap S t a d ’ •c ° - .  L a s t l y  t h e  

l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  o f  some o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  

h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l e d  t o  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n  and c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n .  By t h e n  t h e s e  a r c h i t e c t s  g e n e r a l l y  d e s i g n e d  i n  t h e  G o t h i c



s t y l e  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s t r e s s e s  t - t .  t h e  ' G o t h i c '  c h u r c h e s  o f  

t h e  N.G.  K e r k ,  h o w e v e r  c o r r e c t  i n  d e t a i l ,  w e r e  n e v e r  r e a l l y  b a s e d  

on t h o s e  o f  t h e  E c c l e s s i o l o g i s t ' s  m o v e m e n t .  T h e i r  t y p i c a l  p l a n  o f  

a l o n g  n a v e  and s e p a r a t e  c h a n c e l , was  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  N.G.  

C h ur ch  who r e q u i r e d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  E c c l e s s i o l o g i s t s  d e t e s t e d ,  t h e  

p r e a c h i n g  b o x .  T h e s e  w e r e  a c r o s s  b e t w e e n  t i e  two t y p e s .  Even  

t h e  m o s t  ' E n g l i s h '  o f  t h e  N.G.  c h u r c h e s ,  t h o s e  a t  O u d t s h o o r n  and  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h u r c h  o f  1 8 6 4  a t  M a l m e s b u r g ,  f i t  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  

The O u d t s h o o r n  Church was  a s o r t  o f  k r u i s - k e r k ,  w h i l e  M a l m e s b u r y ,  

a l t h o u g h  h a v i n g  a n a v e  a nd a i s l e ,  had no c h a n c e l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

c o n s i s t o r y  f u l f i l l e d  t h i s  r u l e  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  m a s s i n g .

P a t r o n s  and t h e n r  h o u s e s :

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  o n l y  p e o p l e  l i k e  m e r c h a n t s ,  u p p e r  c i v i l  

s e r v a n t s  and l a t t e r l y ,  w e l l - t o - d o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  me n,  c o u l d  a f f o r d  

t o  b u i l d  o r  b u y  a h o u s e  i n  Cape  Town,  and b e c a u s e  o f  l o c a l  c o n d i t ­

i o n s  e v e n  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c o u l d  n o t  i n d u l g e  t h e i r  t a s t e  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  

t h e  c e n t u r y .  T h e s e  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e ,  c h i e f l y ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  

s u i t a b l e  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ^ 6 7 ) ,  s h o r t a g e  o f  s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  and t h e  

h i g h  c o s t  o f  i m p o r t s .  T h e s e  c o m b i n e d  t o  k e e p  h o u s e  d e s i g n  a t  a

l o w l e v e l  u n t i l  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  a l l o w e d  them t o  be  o v e r ­
c o me .

The r e l a t i v e  h u m b l e n e s s  o f  e v e n  q u i t e  w e a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s '  h o u s e s

d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  c a n  be  i n s t a n c e d  by V i c t o r i n ' s  remar k on J a c o b

L e t t e r s t e d ' s  h o u s e ,  M a r i a d a l , a t  R o n d e b o s c h .  The  m ai n  b u i l d i n g

he  r e c a l l s  was  a c n e  s t o r e y e d  h o u s e  w i t h  a t h a t c h e d  r o o f  w h i c h  was

a & z t e Z y  ^  t j *  a w c r i p t M m  w i t A g r  t *  r e a l t y  b u t  i t
is  very e leg a n t’  ̂ '.

In o t h e r  c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  l e a d  i n  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was  o f t e n  g i v e n  

by t h e  s t y l e  a nd a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ^ .  I n *  

t h e  Cape  t h i s  was  n o t  s o ,  G o v e r n m e n t  H o us e  n e v e r  b e i n g  r e g a r d e d  as  

a n y t h i n g  o f  m e r i t  l o c a l l y ,  a nd i n  f a c t  i t  was o f t e n  a s o u r c e  o f  

shame  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  In 1 8 8 2 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  was  c a l l e d  

a ' p a t c h e d  up b u n g a l o w ! 1 ' ^ .

A f e w  s u b s t a n t i a l  town h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ’ s and 1 8 5 0 ' s ,



b u t  t h e y  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r a r e  a f t e r  t h i s ^ ' .  The  f a s h i o n  s e t  

by t h e  I n d i a n  v i s i t o r s  and u p p e r  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  f o r  t h e  s u b u r b a n  

v i l l a  was  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m i t a t e d  by  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  f r o m  t h e  18 6 0 ' s  

o n ,  c h i e f l y  f o r  c l i m a t i c ,  ( C a p e  Town was  h o t )  and s o c i a l  r e a s o n s .  

A l l  who c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t  a s p i r e d  t o  a c o u n t r y  h o u s e .  T h i s  c l o s e l y  

p a r a l l e l s  s i m i l a r  m o v e me nt s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  w e s t e r n  

w o r l d  o f  t h e  t i m e .

F o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  m i d d l e  c l a s s  t h e  h o u s e  had i m p o r t a n t  c o n n o ­

t a t i o n s .  I t  was  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  s h r i n e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  and t h e  

f a m i l y  was t h o u g h t  t o  be t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  1 i f e ^ . I t  was  

i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w e r e  b r e d  and  

u p h e l d .

The  h o u s e  was  a l s o  r e g a r d e d  a s  an a c c u r a t e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  e v e n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d  and  

a s p i r a t i o n s  c o u l d  be  r e a d  f r o m  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  s t y l e  and i n t e r i o r  

f u r n i s h i n g s ^ ^ .  T h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e ,  

w h o ,  b r o a d l y  s p e a k i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t y  a t  t h e  

C a p e ,  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  i n  t h e s e  a s p i r a t i o n s  an d v a l u e s .  T h e r e  w a s ,  

w i t h  l i t t l e  e x c e p t i o n ,  no m a t e r i a l  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  E n g l i s h  

p a t t e r n  o f  l i f e  i n  d o m e s t i c  r o u t i n e .  The  h e a t  o f  summer may h a v e  

r e l a x e d  f o r m a l i t i e s  a l i t t l e  b u t ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  home w as  mo r e  

i m p o r t a n t  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  w h e r e  t h e  a m u s e m e n t s  and d i s t r a c t i o n s  

o u t s i d e  t h e  home w e r e  f e w e r  t h a n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  i n  

B r i t a i n .

As i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  a h o u s e  o f  a n y  p r e t e n t i o n  

was  a goo d s u i t e  o f  r e c e p t i o n  r o o m s ^  d  The  minimum h e r e  w as  a 

d i n i n g  room and d r a w i n g  room.  The f i r s t  was  u s u a l l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  

t h e  d r a w i n g  r o o m,  l a r g e  numbers  b e i n g  e n t e r t a i n e d  e v e n  i n  a s m a l l  

h o u s e .  The  minimum s i z e  o f  t h i s  room w o u l d  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  

1 2 ' 6 "  ( 3 . 7 5 m )  x 1 3 ' 6 "  ( 4 . 1 0 m ) ,  g o i n g  up t o  16 '  x  2 6"  ( 4 . 8 0 m  x  

7 . 8 0 m )  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e ^ ' . The d r a w i n g  room u s u a l l y  

a p p r o a c h e d  a s q u a r e  i n  s h a p e ,  a g a i n  1 2 ' 6 "  x  1 3 ' 6 "  ( 3 . 7 5 m  x  4 . 1 0 m )  

was  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  d r a w i n g  r o o m ,  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  

a p p r o a c h i n g  1 8 '  x  26" ( 5 . 6 m  x 7 . 8 0 m ) .  In t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e c e p t i o n  r o o m s ,  s u c h  a s  a s t u d y  and a m o r n i n g  r o o m,  

w e r e  f o u n d .  Mos t  had a t  l e a s t  a t h i r d  r oom.  T h e s e  w e r e  u s u a l l y  

mcuh s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  mai n r e c e p t i o n  rooms  and a l i t t l e  mo r e
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p r i v a t e .  B e s i d e s  t h e s e  r o o m s , t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a f a s h i o n  

w h i c h  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  1 BBC' s  f o r  a s m a l l  l a d i e s '  room u p s t a i r s ' ' " ' 

T h i s  was i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  h o u s e s  and w as  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a 

b a l c o n y .  The  p r o v i s i o n  o f  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e s e  rooms v a r i e d  b u t  

a t  t h e  mi ni mum,  t h e  d r a w i n g  room p o s s e s s e d  o n e ,  and o f t e n  t h e y  a l l  

had o n e .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  b a y  wi ndow was  r e q u i r e d  f r om t n e  1 8 3 0 ' s  o n .  

T h i s  was  f o u n d  i n  t h e  d r a w i n g  rootrV' ° \  b u t  o f t e n  t h e  o t h e r  

r e c e p t i o n  r ooms  hao them a s  w e l l .  T h i s  was  p o s s i b l y  d u e  t o  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  R u s k i n ,  h o w e v e r  d i f f u s e d ^  . Be dr ooms  w e r e  o f t e n  

n o t  l a v i s h  e i t h e r  i n  s i z e  o r  n u m b e r ' The s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  

w as  t h e  m a s t e r  b edr oo m.  T n i s  room s e r v e d  a s  t h e  mi s t r e s s  o f  t h e  

h o u s e ' s  s i t t i n g r o o m  s o  i t  was u s u a l l y  maoe l a r g e r  and g i v e n  a 

f i r e p l a c e .  In t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  i t  w as  o f t e n  g i v e n  a bay  w i nd o w a s  w e l l  

a s  i t  u s u a l l y  o c c u r r e d  o v e r  t h e  d r a w i n g  room on p l a n  i n  t h e  d o u b l e  

s t o r e y e d  v i l l a .

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i t  w a s  n o t  u s u a l  f o r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

p e o p l e  who f o r m e d  t h e  l o w e r  end o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e  t o  own t h e i r  

own ho me s.  T h e s e  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  c a p i t a l  t o  make  

t h e  i n i t i a l  o u t l a y  and d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s e c u r i t y  t o  

b o r r o w  t h i s  c a p i t a l  e i t h e r .  O n l y  t h e  armed s e r v i c e s ,  some c i v i l  

s e r v a n t s  and t h e  T a b l e  Bay H a r b o u r  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  

h o u s i n g .  E v e r y b o d y  e l s e  had t o  r e n t  t h e i r  own a c c o m m o d a t i o n .

T h i s  was  p r o v i d e d  by e n t r e p r e n e u r s . The c a p i t a l i s t ,  who a c q u i r e d  

t h e  l a n d ,  b u i l t  t h e  h o u s e s  and l e t  t he m s o  a s  t o  make an i n c o m e  on  

t h e  money i n v e s t e d  t h i s  way .  In t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  and  

i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  h o u s i n g  and t h i s  a c c e p t e d  mode o f  p r o v i d i n g  

i t ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  i n n e r  s u b u r b s  o f  Cape  Town i s  t h u s  e a s i l y  

e x p l i c a b l e ,  a s  i s  a l s o  t h e  t y p e  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  h o u s e s .

U n t i l  1 8 6 1 ,  t h e s e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  u n t r a m m e l l e d  by  a ny  

m u n i c i p a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  They c o u l d  and d i d  l a y  o u t  t h e  s t r e e t s  and  

b u i l d i n g s  a s  t h e y  w i s h e d ;  t h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  was  w h e r e  t h e  

M u n i c i p a l i t y  i t s e l f  was  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a n d o w n e r  and t h e r e f o r e  l a i d  

o u t  t h e  s t r e e t s  b e f o r e  s e l l i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p l o t s .  As an e x a m p l e ,  

t h i s  was d o n e  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t h a t  r u n  up t o  B u i t e n s i n g e l  S t r e e t .

Even a f t e r  1 8 6 1 ,  when t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  g a i n e d  t h e  p ower  t o  r e g u l a t e  

t h e  l a y o u t  a nd w i d t h  o f  new s t r e e t s ,  t h i s  was  u s e d  on an ad hoc. 

b a s i s  o n l y ,  t o  r e g u l a r i s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a t t e r n .  T h e r e  was  no
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c o n c e p t  o f  a m a s t e r  p l a n  n o r  a n y  i d e a  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a b a l a n c e  o f  

o pe n  s p a c e  t o  b u i l t - u p  a r e a s . The  w h o l e  o f  D i s t r i c t  S i x ,  a h u g e  

and r e l a t i v e l y  d e n s e l y  b u i l t - u p  a r e a  i s ,  o r  w a s ,  a t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e  

o f  c he  t h e n  c u r r e n t  c o n c e p t  o f  ' l a i s s e z  f a i r e '  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  

h o u s i n g .  A l t h o u g h  D i s t r i c t  S i x  was  t h e  s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  

a r e a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  i n n e r  s u b u r b s  s p r e a d  i n  

a w i d e  s e m i - c i r c l e  a r o u n d  t h e  o l d e r  b u i l t  up c o r e  o f  t h e  t o w n .

T h i s  was  s o m e w h a t  s p l i t  i n t o  t wo  by t h e  Town G a r d e n s  w i t h  an  

u p p e r  c l a s s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a b o v e  t h i s  i n  t h e  o l d  e s t a t e s  o f  T a b l e  

V a l l e y .  As n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  a r e a s  t e n d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  

t h e  Cape  D u t c h  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i l s t  t h e  E a s t e r n  was  

mor e Engl  i s h 1

The t e r r a c e  h o u s e  i n  b o t h  i t s  d o u b l e  and s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  f o r m s  

was  t h e  o b v i o u s  c h o i c e  f o r  s p e c u l a t o r s '  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  w i t h  i t s  

maximum u s e  o f  g r o u n d  and minimum o f  s t r u c t u r e  and m a i n t e n a n c e .  

W i d t h s  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  u n i t s  v a r i e d ,  t h e  s m a l l ,  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  

u n i t  a v e r a g e d  b e c w e e n  15 '  and 16 '  ( 4 . 5 m  t o  4 . 8 m ) ;  some w e r e  

a s  n a r r o w  a s  11" ( 3 . 3 m ) .  D o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  u n i t s  w e r e  l a r g e r ,  

v a r y i n g  b e t w e e n  2 0 '  and 25" ( 6  t o  7 . 5 m ) .  O n l y  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  

l a r g e  w e n t  a b o v e  t h i s ,  b u t  p l o t  l e n g t h s  v a r i e d  f r o m  4 5 '  t o  8 0 '  

( 1 3 . 5 m  t o  2 4 . 0 m ) .

A s u p e r i o r  f o r m o f  s p e c u l a t o r s '  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was  t h e  row o f  

d e t a c h e d  v i l l a s .  G l y n v i 1 1 e  T e r r a c e ,  d a t i n g  f rom c . 1 8 6 0 ,  i s

p o s s i b l y  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  t y p e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  s e e m t o

h a v e  be c om e p o p u l a r  u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  18 70  s b u t  by t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s i t  was  s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  t h e  t e r r a c e .  I t  c a n  b e  l i s t i n g u i s h e d  

f r o m i t s  mor e  u p p e r  c l a s s  p r o t o t y p e ,  c h i e f l y  by t h e  minimum p l o t  

w h i c h  I t  o c c u p i e s .  P l o t  s i z e : ,  v a r i e d  f r o m  3 5 '  x  8 0 '  ( 1 0 . 5 m  x 24m)  

t o  5 5 ’ x 1 1 0 '  ( 1 6 . 5 m  x 3 3m) .  S e m i - d e t a c h e d  h o u s e s  u s u a l l y  had 

s m a l l e r  p l o t s .  30'  x  8 0 '  (9m x 24m) b e i n g  an a v e r a g e .  The p l a n n i n g  

o f  t h e s e  h o u s e  t y p e s  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  e l s e w h e r e  b u t  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  s a y  h e r e  t h a t  i t  was v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .

I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  i n  a number o f  c a s e s , and t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a , i y

t r u e  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h a t  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  

o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  h o u s i n g  and p r e s u m a b l y  e a c h  d e v e l o p e r  had an  

a r c h i t e c t  o f  h i s  c h o i c e ; ,  b u t  v i r t u a l l y  no  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  

1 8 9 0  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c o n ^ r m  t h i s  c o n j e c t u r e .



The f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  a r e  an a t t e m p t  t o  g i v e  an o u t l i n e  a c c o u n t  o f  

t h e s e  s p e c u l a t o r s , c h i e f l y  by d r a w i n g  on w h a t  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  

t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  The  m a i n  s o u r c e  o f  t h i s  

a c c o u n t  i s  t h e  Cape Town M u n i c i p a l  V a l u a t i o n  R o l l s ' 8 0 '1.

In a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  p r o p e r t y  s p e c u l a t o r s  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

Cape  Town,  t h e  W i c h t  f a m i l y  m u s t  f e a t u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y .  By 1 8 5 0 ,

J . A . H .  W i c h t  was t h e  ' a r g e s t  s i n g l e  o wn er  o f  h o u s e s .  T h e s e  a m o u n t ­

ed t o  1 4 5 ,  w h i l s t  a n o t h e r  W i c h t ,  J . U . ,  p o s s e s s e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  30  

t o  5 0 ,  w i t h  J . C .  W i c h t  h a v i n g  a n o t h e r  1 1 .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h e y  

w e r e  o n l y  c h a l l e n g e d  b y  t h e  B r i n k  f a m i l y ,  who p o s s e s s e d  a t  l e a s t  

50 h o u s e s  a m o n g s t  t h e m .  The W i c h t  f a m i l y ' s  h o l d i n g s  w e r .  m a i n l y  

s i t u a t e c  i n  a band w h i c h  s t a r t e d  a t  N a p i e r  S t r e e t  and e n d e d  i n  New 

C hur ch  S t r e e t .  I n  t h i s  s t r e e t  e s p e c i a l l y ,  J . A . H .  W i c h t  had l a r g e  

h o l d i n g s ,  s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  40  h o u s e s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  19 i n

B . n ' t e n g r a c h t  S t r e e t  a r d  a f u r t h e r  7 i n  Bui t e n  S t r e e t .  A t  a b o u t  

t h i s  t i m e  t h e y  had a l s c  be g un  t o  t a k e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  D i s t r i c t  

S i x ;  J . A . H .  W i ch t  i s  r e c o r d e d  a s  o w n i n g  17 h o u s e s  i n  Van d e  Le ur  

S t r e e t .

By t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  t r . e  h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  had i n c r e a s e d  

e n o r m o u s l y .  J . A . H .  W i c h t  now p o s s e s s e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 4 0 '  

h o u s e s  . o f  w h i c h  a b o u t  1 0 6  w e r e  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i x ,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  e s u l t  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  m ea ns  t h a t  he  

was p u t t i n g  up a b o u t  20  new h o u s e s  a y e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

d e c a d e .  J . U .  W i c h t  now p o s s e s s e d  a b o u t  40  h o u s e s , v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

o f  w h i c h  v e r e  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e .  J . C .  W i c h t  had i n c r e a s e d  h i s  

p r e v i o u s l y  s m a l l  number  o r 11 t o  a b o u t  8 0 .  T h i s  made a t o t a l  

f a m i l y  h o l d i n g  o f  a b o u t  4 6 0 ,  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p .  The B r i n k  

f a m i l y  w e r e  s t i l l  l a r g e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s ; A B r ’ "' : ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

owned a b o u t  40 h o u s e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  Chur ch S t r e e t ,  C h i a p p i n i  

S t r e e t  and H U l i g e r  S t ;  e e t .

F o l l o w i n g  J . A . H .  W i c h t . s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  h i s  e s t a t e  d e v o l v e d  

upon h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  C. and A. W i c n t ,  who i n  1 8 7 0  p o s s e s s e o  a p p r o x ­

i m a t e l y  325  h o u s e s ,  w i t h  a s m a l l  number s t i l l  h e l d  by t h e  E s t a t e .

At  t h i s  t i m e  J . C .  W i c h t . s  h o l d i n g  s t o o d  a t  9 0 .  A n o t h e r  W i c h t ,  J . L . ,  

p o s s e s s e d  20  h o u s e s .  A f t e r  t h e  boom o f  t h e  s e v e n t i e s , t h e  e a r l y  

1 8 8 0 ' s  m ar ks  t h e  z e n i t h  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  p r o p e r t y  h o l d i n g s .  In 1 8 8 0 ,  

C. a nd A. Wi ch t  p o s s e s s e d  a b o u t  3 7 5  h o u s e s  wor +h a b o u t  £ 6 0 , 0 0 0



i n  m u n i c i p a l  v a l u a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i n  

D i s t r i c t  S i x .  J . C .  W i c h t  h e l d  a b o u t  8 5  h o u s e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

By t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h e  f a m i l y  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  s o l d  m o s t  o f  t h e i r

b u i l d i n g s ,  f o i  i n  1 8 9 6 ,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  t o t a l  w as  l e s s  t h a n  7 0 .

Few o t h e r  s p e c u l a t o r s  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  W i c h t ' s  i n  t h e i r  s c a l e  o f  

o p e r a t i o n s  a nd m o s t  c o n f i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  Some ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a r e  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g .  J . W.  G l y n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e s e .  He 

h e l d  a nd d e v e l o p e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t  and t h e  b l o c k  t o  

trie  s o u t h  o f  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  b ou n d e d  by H o L f i e l d  and B u i t e n k a n t  

S t r e e t s .  In 1 8 5 0 ,  h e  p o s s e s s e d  10 h o u s e s  i n  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t  

and 3 i n  Cameron S t r e e t  n e a r b y .  By 1 8 6 0  h i s  h o l d i n g s  had i n c r e a s e d  

t o  5 3 ,  c h i e f l y  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i x  w h e r e  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s  h e  had d e v e l o p ­

ed 8  h o u s e s  a r o u n d  G l y n n ' s  S q u a r e .  He had a l s o  b u i l t  9 h o u s e s  i n

u p p e r  B u i t e n k a n t  S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  I 8 6 0 ' s .  He b u i l t  b o t h  

G l y n n v i l l e  T e r r a c e  and w a r r e n v i l l e  T e r r a c e ,  b o t h  mor e  o f  c m i d d l e -  

c l a s s  n a t u r e  t h a n  h i r u s u a l  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  h o u s i n g  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i x .  

In 1 8 7 0 ,  h i s  h o l d i n g  s t o o d  a t  a b o u t  55  h o u s e s .  L i k e  t h e  Wi ch t  

f a m i l y ,  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  saw nim i n c r e a s e  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s  u n t i l  he  owned  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  70 h o u s e s  i n  1 8 8 0 .  H i s  p r i n c i p a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h i s  t i m e  was  ? t e r r a c e  on  Gl yn n S t r e e t .  A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  h i s  

e s t a t e  c o n t i n u e d  t c  be  q u i t e  l a r g e ,  w i t h  t h e  same a mo un t  o f  

h o u s e s  ( 7 0 )  i n  1 8 9 0 .

The o t h e r  l a r g e  s p e c u l a t o r  o f  t h e  l e s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  was  

A . R.  M c K e n z i e ,  a s t e v e d o r i n g  c o n t r a c t o r  and l a t e r  a town  

c o u n c i l l o r .  In 1 8 7 0 ,  h i s  p r o p e r t y  h o l d i n g  was  v e r y  s m a l l ,  c o n ­

s i s t i n g  o f  4 h o u s e s  i n  New Church S t r e e t ,  w i t h  a f u r t h e r  3 i n  

Mount  S t r e e t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  some g r o u n d .  D u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

d e c a d e ,  he d e v e l o p e d  two t e r r a c e s  i n  u p p e r  B u i t e n k a n t  S t r e e t ,  a 

t o t a l  o f  . 4  h o u s e s ,  a n o t h e r  i n  W e s l y  S t r e e t  o f  6 h o u s e s , and ne  

e i t h e r  b u i l t  o r  a c q u i r e d  4  h o u s e s  i n  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t .  In 18 8 0  

h i s  h o l d i n g s  s t o o d  a t  a b o u t  24  h o u s e s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  he  a l s o  

a c q u i r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  6 b l o c k s  b e l o w  B u i t e n g r a c h t  

S t r e e t  and a b o v e  Bui t e n s i r , g e l  t h a t  had b e e n  s o l d  by t h e  Cape  Town 

M u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  1 8 7 9 .  The  1 8 8 0 1s  and t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s  saw t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  h i s  g r e a t e s t  e x p a n s i o n .  He a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s o l d  some  

o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t wo a r e a s ,  t h a t  a r o u n d  P r e s t w i c h  

and A l f r e d  S t r e e t s ,  w h e r e  he  had h i s  b u s i n e s s  p r e m i s e s  and t h a t  

a r e a  i n  t h e  G a r d e n s  a r o u n d  W e s l y  S t r e e t  w h e r e  h e  1 i v e d ( ® ^ ) .

5 5 .



I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  c o n c e n ­

t r a t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  on w o r k i n g - c l a s s  h o u s i n g ,  a s  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  o t h e r  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  d i d .  He owned two s u b s t a n t i a l  t e r r a c e s ,  

S h amroc k T e r r a c e ,  i n  S o m e r s e t  R o a d ,  and t h e  A v e n u e ,  i n  t h e  G o v e r n ­

ment  w a r d e n s , b o t h  b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s .  Sh am ro c k Ter ’a c e  

had a m u n i c i p a l  v a l u a t i o n  o f  £ 7 0 0  t o  £ S 0 0  p e r  u n i t ,  w h i l s t  t h e  

A v e n u e  v a r i e d  from £ 9 0 0  t o  £ 9 7 5 .  T h e s e  w e r e  h i g h  when c o m pa r e d  

w i t h  vhe  a v e r a g e  o f  £ 1 50 f o r  t h e  s m a l l  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s .  He a l s o  

owned a l a r g e  t e r r a c e  on S t .  J o h n ' s  S t r e e t  a nd 4  v i l l a s  i n  Go rdon  

S t r e e t .  The r e s t  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  r ows  o f  t e r r a c e  

c o t t a g e s  i n  B u i t e n k a n t  and Maynard s t r e e t s .  In 1 8 9 6 ,  h i s  h o l d i n g  

t o t a l l e d  1 3 0  d w e l l i n g s .

T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a l a r g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h e  m i d - 1 8 8 0 ' s  was  t h a t  u n d e r t a k e n  by  Mr. Le wi n  i n  u p p e r  C a l e d o n  

S t r e e t  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i x .  H e r e ,  i n  1 8 8 4 ,  h e  b u i l t  4 4  h o u s e s  i n  

t e r r a c e s  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  C . F .  A b d e n ,  a r c h i t e c t ' 8 3 ^. The n u c l e u s  

o f  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  be c am e known a s  V e r n o n T e r r a c e .  T h i s  de mon­

s t r a t e s  t h e  s c a l e  a t  w h i c h  some o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  

be c om e i n v o l v e d ,  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  on  

an e q u a l l y  l a r g e  s c a l e .

A d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  t h a t  o f  t h e  Sydenham E s t a t e  

by W i l k i n s o n  & S o n ( 8 4 )  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s .  I t  was  s i t u a t e d  o f f  

K l o o f  S t r e e t  w h e r e  W i l k i n s o n  and F a u r e  s t r e e t s  now a r e .  An a d v e r t ­

i s e m e n t '  5 ) o f  1 8 8 2  make s  i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  a s  t o  e x a c t l y  w h a t  c l a s s  

o f  p e r s o n  t h i s  E s t a t e  was  i n t e n d e d  f o r . D e s i g n s  f o r  a number o f  

h o u s e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s  c o s t i n g  f rom £ 9 0 0  u p w a r d s ,  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  c u s t o m e r  c o u l d  c h o o s e  h i s  own p l o t  

a nd  h a v e  h i s  own p l a n .  To o b t a i n  t h i s ,  a ' p a c k a g e  d e a l ' was  

o f f e r e d  i n  w h i c h  he  was  r e q u i r e d  t o  p u t  down a q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

p r i c e  upon w h i c h  he  w o u l d  be g r a n t e d  a m o r t g a g e  a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  

r a t e s .  W i l k i n s o n  & Son w o u l d  a l s o  g i v e  an e s t i m a t e  o n  h i s  own 

p l a n  o r  c o u l d  draw up o n e  t o  s u i t  hi m.  T h i s  m u s t  c e r t a i n l y  be  o n e  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e s  o f  w h a t  h a s  be come  t h e  t y p i c a l  J o u t h  A f r i c a n  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  e s t a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

T u r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e r  d e v e l o p e r s  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  

o b s e r v e d  t n a t  t h i s  i s  a r e l a t i v e  t e r m ,  t h e  t e n d e n c y  b e i n g  f o r  t h e r e  

t o  be  a s m a l l  numoer o f  s m a l l  o w n e r s  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n



Era w h i l e ,  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  e v e n  s m a l l  d e v e l o p e r s  had q u i t e  

s i z a b l e  h o l d i n g s .

A g r o u p  o f  s m a l l  d e v e l o p e r s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 G ' s  an d d u r i n g  

t h e  1 8 5 0  s i n  t h e  S o m e r s e t  Road a r e a .  A l l  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  l e f t  t h e i r  

names i n  some w a y .  T h er e  w e r e  G . T .  M o ch a u , who owned 8 h o u s e s  on  

w h a t  b e c a me  Mechau S t r e e t ;  M o r e l a n d  P l a c e ,  4 h o u s e s  b u i l t  by 

W.E.  M o re ,  H.C.  J a r v i s  who b u i l t  J a r v i s ' s  B u i l d i n g s ,  ( a  t e r r a c e  

o f  7 h o u s e s ) ;  and l a s t l y ,  H . J .  B e r n i n g  who owned B e r n i n g  B u i l d i n g ,

(a t e r r a c e  o f  6 u n i t s )  and who owned a n o t h e r  20  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y .  T h e s e  a r e  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  mo r e  m o d e s t  d e v e l o p ­

m e nt  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  James Cameron w i t h  two g r o u p s  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  a 

t e r r a c e  o f  6 i n  Bui t e n  S t r e e t  and a l a r g e r  t e r r a c e  o f  14  i n  Hope  

S t r e e t ,  i s  a s m a l l  e n t r e p r e n e u r  who p r o s p e r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  boom o f  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r a t a s  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  b r o a d e n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a number o f  p e o p l e  

w h o s e  p r i m e  i n t e r e s t  was  n o t  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s , e x c e p t ­

i o n s  s u c h  a s  Dr.  C h a n g u i o n ,  ( w i t h  h i s  h o l d i n g  i n  1 8 6 0  o f  19  h o u s e s ,  

p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  R o s e  S t e e g ) ,  a r e  r a r e .  P e o p l e  s u c h  a s  R. H.  A r d e r n e ,  

t h e  m e r c h a n t ,  and L . P .  C a u v i n ,  t h e  a u c t i o n e e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

p o s s e s s e d  9 and 13 h o u s e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i x ,  i n  t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s .  T h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and b e s i d e s  s u c h  

sir* 11 c a p i t a l i s t s  a s  L. S o u t h e y  w i t h  h i s  h o l d i n g  o f  34 h o u s e s  

d o t t e d  a b o u t  t h e  s u b u r b s , t h e r e  w e r e  s u c h  p e o p l e  a s  G e o r g e  P a r k i n s , 

who b u i l t  a row o f  6 h o u s e s  on a s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  h i s  l a n d  i n  T e n n a n t  

S t r e e t .

The u n p r e c e d e n t e d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  b r o a d e n e d  t h i s  b a s e  c o n ­

s i d e r a b l y  and we f i n d  an e n o r m o u s  r a n g e  o f  new l a n d o w n e r s  and  

s p e c u l a t o r s .  C a p i t a l  was  o b v i o u s l y  p l e n t i f u l  and a n y b o u y  w i t h  a 

s m a l l  amour t  o f  s p a r e  l a n d  c o u l d  b u i l d  a t e r r a c e  and r e a p  t h e  

b e n e f i t s .  In 1 8 9 6  p e o p l e  a s  d i v e r s e  a s  C a p t .  Maag,  who owned  

11 h o u s e s  o -  t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t o w n ,  Thomas B a i l ,  o n e - t i m e  Mayor  

o f  Ca pe  Town,  who owned 1 4  h o u s e s ,  a nd S i r  J ame s S i v e w i g h t ,  t h e  

p o l i t i c i a n ,  w i t h  35 h o u s e s ,  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  t h i s  new c l a s s .  O t h e r  

e x a m p l e s  a r e  t h e  Ho'*. W. R o s s  who p o s s e s s e d  a c o u p l e  o f  t e r r a c e s  

i n  H o p e v i l l e  S t r e e t  a n d ,  o n  a mor e  m o d e s t  s c a l e ,  t h e  g u n m a k e r ,  

R a w b o n e ,  w i t h  a s m a l l  t e r r a c e  i n  Rawbone S t r e e t .  Even a s  f a r  

a f i e l d  a s  Upper  K l o o f  S t r e e t ,  W. H i g g c  o f  t h e  q u a r r y  o w n i n g  f a m i l y .



53.

Found i t  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  b u i l d  a number o f  s m a l l  c o t t a g e s .  A n n a .  

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  new c l a s s  i s

M a t t h e w s  w i t h  a number o f  s m a l l  t e r r a c e s  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i x ,  and  

a l s o  w i c h  a n  h o t e l  and b r e w e r y  i n  t h e  same a r e a .

The e s t a b l i s h e d  s p e c u l a t o r s  o f  c o u r s e  o f t e n  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  h o l d ­

i n g s .  In  1 8 9 6 ,  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  L.  S o u t h e y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  6 7  d w e l l i n g s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  37 o f  1 8 8 0 .  The A r d e r n e s  t h e n  p o s s e s s e d  56 h o u s e s .

Even i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C hur ch  i n  S t r a n d  S t r e e t ,  

f o u n d  i t  u s e f u l  t o  b e c o m e  s m a l l  d e v e l o p e r s .  In t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h e y  

p o s s e s s e d  a b l o c k  o f  7 h o u s e s  i n  W a t e n a n t  S t r e e t  o n  l a n d  b e h i n d

t h e  c h u r c h .

T h i s  s o r t  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  wa s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  w h i t e  

man o n l y .  As e a r l y  a s  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  M i t e  Ac k ma t  owned 38 

h o u s e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h e  R o s e  and B r e e  s t r e e t  a r e a s .  In  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s  H a d j i e  Mahomed p o s s e s s e d  2 3  d w e l l i n g s  i n  w h a t  i s  now known 

a s  t h e  M a l a y  Q u a r t e r  w h e r e  a m o r e  h u m b l e  p r o p r i e t o r  was  S o l a  

M a l j i e t  w i t h  6 h o u s e s  i n  C h i a p p i n i  S t r e e t .

B u i l d e r s  r e p r e s e n t  a n o t h e r  o b v i o u s  c l a s s  o f  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  and  

d e v e l o p e r s .  A l l  t h a t  was  r e q u i r e d  was  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  t o  

a c c u m u l a t e  a l i t t l e  c a p i t a l  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  i t  i n t o  a b r i c k  and  

m o r t a r  i n v e s t m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e x a m p l e s  q u o t e d  b e l o w  

w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  t h i s  w as  common e n o u g h ,  no 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n t r a c t o r  

be c am e a r e a l l y  l a r g e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r .

In 1 8 5 0 ,  dame s B u t l e r  owned 4 h o u s e s  i n  H a r r i n g t o n  S ^ r e e  w h e r e  

W i l l i a m  M a r t i n  owned 1 4 ,  11 i n  S i r  Lowry S t r e e t  an d i n  ^an^De  

Lehr S t r e e t .  The h o u s e s  in  S i r  Lowry S t r e e t  w e r e  q u i t e  s m a l l  w i t h  

a minimum v a l u a t i o n  o f  o n l y  £ 1 5 0 .  By I 8 6 0 ,  he  had i n c r e a s e d  

o w n e r s h i p  t o  a t o t a l  o f  2 4 .  I n  1 8 7 0 ,  i t  had r e a c h e d  3 0 ,  a l l  m  

D i s t r i c t  S i x ,  w i t h  2 i n  M a r t i n  L a n e .  He c o n t i n u e d  t o  b u i l d  i n  

M a r t i n  l a n e  and by 1 8 8 0  h i s  t o t a l  h o l d i n g s  numbe re d 3 7 .

i h e  bourn o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  e n a b l e d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  J ame s  

A r n o l d ,  t o  be c ome  a m o d e s t  d e v e l o p e r .  I n  1 8 8 0 ,  h e  owned 1 7  h o u s e s  

i n  t e r r a c e s  i n  C a l e d o n  S t r e e t ,  C a n t e r b u r y  S t r e e t  a nd P r i m r o s e
S t r e e t .  T . J . C . I n g l e s b y ^ ) , ^  also suf f i c ient ly  p r o s p e r o u s  a t

t h i c  t i m p  CO b u i l d  h i m s e l f  t wo  t e r r a c e s , o n e  i n  C hur ch  S t r e e t  and
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t h e  o t h e r  i n  F r a n c i s  S t r e e t .  T h e s e  t o t a l l e d  10 h o u s e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s ,  R . H.  M o r r i s  was  a l s o  t o  b u i l d  a number o f  s m a l l  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t s ,  o n e  i n  M o r r i s  S t r e e t  c o mme mo r at es  h i s  name .  H i s  t o t a l  

h o l d i n g s  i n  1 8 9 6  w e r e  1 5 .  M i t c h e l l  and M a c k i e ,  a n o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  

c o n t r a c t i n g  f i r m ,  b u i l t  a t e r r a c e  o f  5 h o u s e s ,  q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  

b u i l d i n g s  by  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  v a l u a t i o n .  W.& G. S c o t t ,  a n o t h e r  f i r m ,  

b u i l t  a t e r - a c e  o f  s m a l l e r  h o u s e s  "'n t h e  B u i t e n g r a c h t .

In t h e  s u b u r b s  o u t s i d e  Cape  Town p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  l a n d  o w n e r ­

s h i p  l a y  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  p e o p l e .  In  Green  

P o i n t  and i n  Se a  P o i n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  

/ 3  a nd  5 5  r a t e p a y e r s  i n  1 8 7 6 ( S 7 ) , a l m o s t  a l l  o f  whom w e r e  l i v i n g  

i n  d e t a c h e d  h o u s e s .  B e i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  n e a r  t o  Cape  Town,  i t  was  

o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s u b u r b s  t o  e x p a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e  and by  

1 8 8 5  i t  ha d  . . . c r e a s e d  100%( 8 8 ) . E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  r o l l s  

f rom 1 8 8 3  t o  1 8 9 6 ' 8 ^  d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a n y  s i n g i e  

l a r g e  s p e c u l a t o r  a s  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ­

ed l a n d o w n e r  s u b d i v i d i n g  o f f  a p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  g r o u n d  and b u i l d i n g  a 

t e r r a c e  o f  v i l l a s ,  u s u a l l y  o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  t y p e .  T h i s  was  o b v i o u s ­

l y  f i n a n c i a l l y  r e w a r d i n g  an d i t  k e p t  up t h e  ' t o n e '  o f  t h e  a r e a .  As 

m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t e r r a c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  

i n  t h e  c l o s e r  G r e e n  P o i n t  and n o t  a l l  o f  t h i s  was  m i d d l e  c l a s s .  

W i l l i a m  B a l n e ,  who we w i l l  m e e t  e l s e w h e r e ,  owned 4 h o u s e s  r a t e d  a t  

£ 6 0  i:;  1 8 8 6 ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  w e r e  s m a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o f  s u b s t a n c e .  

R. B a l e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  owned 3 h o u s e s  v a l u e d  a t  £ 2 5 0  e a c h  and C h a s .  

L e w i s  had 3 a t  £ 5 7 5 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  own h o u s e  v a l u e d  a t  £ 2 , 2 5 0  i n  

1 8 8 2 .  C h a s .  F r ? e m a n ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  a p p e a r s  a l s o  t o  n a v e  b e e n  a 

m o d e s t  d e v e l o o e -  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  f i r s t  p o s s e s s i n g  a h o u s e  v a l u e d  a t  

£ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 8 3 ,  t h e n  a n o t h e r  v a l u e d  a t  £ 1 , 2 0 0  i n  1 8 8 4  and f i n a l l y ,  

a t h i r d  a t  £ 7 0 0  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  a l l  i n  G r e e n  P o i n t .  The  l a r g e s t  p r o p e r t y  

o w n e r  o f  t h e  t i m e  was  Andrew McMeekan,  who o w n e d ,  b e s i d e s  h i s  own 

h o u s e ,  a t e r r a c e  o f  4 ,  v a l u e d  a t  £ 8 0 0 ,  a n o t h e r  o f  6 v a l u e d  a t  £ 6 0 0  

and 3 m o r e  v a l u e d  a t  £ 2 0 0 - £ 2 5 0 ,  a g a i n  a l l  i n  G r e e n  P o i n t .

D u r i n g  t h e  r a i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c c e l e r a t e d ,  i f  t h e  number  

o f  p e n c i l l e d  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  r e c o r d s  a r e  a n y  i n d i c a t i o n ,  

b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  no l a r g e  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  o n l y  m o r e  n a m e s ,  s u c h  a s  

B o y e s  i n  1 8 9 2  w i t h  5 h o u s e s ,  S t . G e o r g e s  V i l l a s ,  v a l u e d  a t  i7CC e a c n ,  

Mrs.  I n g l e s b y  w i t h  London V i l l a s  ( 1 0  h o u s e s ) ,  v a l u e d  a t  £ d25 e a c h .



a nd  C. Peckhara w i t h  4  h o u s e s  t o t a l l i n g  £ 1 , 2 0 0  an d a n o t h e r  4 

t o t a l l i n g  £ 5 8 5 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  had now r e a c h e d  i n t o  

Se a P o i n t  i t s e l f .

T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s u b u r b s ,  W o o d s t o c k  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  an  

e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e  o f  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  

l a n d l o r d  o w n e r s h i p ,  a s  i t  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s c e n e  o f  

w o r k m e n ' s  c o - o p e r a t i v e s ^ 9 0 ^. T h e s e  o c c u p i e d  t n e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  

u p p e r  a nd  l o w e r  Main Road s  ».:d w e r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  o r o s p e r i t y  

o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s and 1 8 9 0 ' s .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  t h e s e  d i f f e r  l i t t l e  

f r o m  t h e  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  p r o d u c t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  row o f  t e r r a c e s  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  much l o n g e r - 9 1 - ,  and a l i t t l e  more  s u b s t a n t i a l  t h a n  t h e i r  

e q u i v a l e n t s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no v a l u a t i o n  r o l l s  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  O b s e r v a t o r y  

s u r v i v e ^ ) ,  b u t  we do know t h a t  i t  v i r t u a l l y  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  

1 8 9 o ( 9 3 ) ,  and t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a r g e  e s t a t e s  s u c h  a s  W ren sc h  

Town i n  1 8 9 2 ^ 9 4 ^ i n t o  b u i l d i n g  l o t s  f o r  v i l l a s  was  t y p i c a l .  The  

s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  p a r t l y  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t e r r a c e s  and i n d i v i d u a l  

v i l l a s  a r g u e s  f o r  a m i x e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  by  l a r g e r  s p e c u l a t o r s  and  

s m a l l e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  H.W. S t r u b e n  owned a l a r g e  amoun t  o f  l a n d  

e s p e c i a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  r a i l w a y  l i n e  w h e r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  he  

d e v e l o p e d  rows  o f  s u p e r i o r  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  v i l l a  t y p e  i n  

S t r u b e n s  Road.  Mo st  o f  t h e s e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  by  

B a k e r ^ ' 1; i n  f a c t ,  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  S t r u b e n  w i t h  a 

number  o f  d e s i g n s  f o r  ' s p e c *  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  O b s e r v a t o r y  -  R o s e b a n k  

a r e a .

M o v in g  f u r t h e r  a f i e l d  t o  Mowbray,  t h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  a v i l l a g e  o f  n e a t  

v i l l a s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ^ 9 ^ ' . The  

Hare  f a m i l y  was  t h e  c h i e f  d e v e l o p e r  o f  a number o f  rows o f  s m a l l  

t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  f r o m  £ 3 0  t o  £ 1 2 5  i n  v a l u a t i o n .  S t r e e t s  s u c h  a s  Hare  

S t r e e t ,  Queen S t r e e t  and S t .  J ohn  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

The f a m i l y  owned a b o u t  40  h o u s e s  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  A n o t h e r  l a r g e  

e n t r e p r e n e u r  was  W. B a l n e ,  who a l s o  o p e r a t e d  i n  G r e e n  P o i n t .  He 

owned 2 7  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  Mowbray -  R o n d e b o s c i  a r e a ^ 9 7 ; .

R o n d e b o s c h  i t s e l f  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  e s c a p e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  s p e c u l a t o r s '  

a t t e n t i o n  and k e p t  i t s  r u r a l  a t m o s p h e r e  w h e r e ,  up t o  t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  c e n t u r y ,  e s t a t e s  w e r e  s u b d i v i d e d  b u t  t h e ^ e  was  c o m p a r a t i v e l y
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l i t t l e  o f  t h e  t e r r a c e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e v e n  o f  a mo re  w e l l - t o - d o  < i n d .

W y nb e rg ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  d i s t a n c e  f r om  Cape Town,  was  m o r e  t h a n  a 

s u b u r b  and m o r e  l i k e  a v i l l a g e .  I t  t h e r e f o r e  p o s s e s s e d  a more  

e v e n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  s o c i a l l y .  T h e r e  w e r e  e s t a t e s  l i k e  

t h a t  o f  S i r  J o h n  ( l a t e "  c o r d )  De V i l l i e r s  a t  Wynberg H o u s e ,  b u t  

t h e r e  a l s o  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a m a r k e t  f o r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  h o u s e s .

An e x a m p l e  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  5 i n  B i s s e t  R o a d ,  d e v e l o p e d  and owned  

by J am es  B i s s e t ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  p r e s u m a b l y  b u i l t  c , 1 8 9 0 < 9 8 ^. By 

t h e  m i d d l e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s u b s t a n t i a l  l a n d o w n e r s  w i t h  

h o l d i n g s  i n  t h e  c h e a p e r  t e r r a c e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  J . P .  D e n y s  owned 27  

c o t t a g e s ,  v a l u e d  a t  £ 5 5  e a c h ,  i n  B l a c k  Town ( a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n a m e ) ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  11 mor e  e x p e n s i v e  o n e s ( £ l E 0  t o  £ 6 0 0 )  i n  P l u m s t e a d .  J . C . J u r g e n s  

owned 15 c o t t a g e s  i n  New Town,  w h i l e  M r s .  C l o s e  owned 2 1 ,  v a l u e d  a t  

£ 3 5  a p i e c e ,  i n  P o r i n g  S t r e e t .

A t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  A r c h i t e c t u r e :

I t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r s  and  

p e r i o d i c a l s  t h a t  we m e e t  w i t h  a n y  c o n s i s t e n t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a r c h i t e c t ­

u r e  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  s t u d i e d  h e r e .  I t  m i g h t  be  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  

v i e w s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  b u t  i f  we i g n o r e  t h e  

r a t h e r  s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  ' p u f f s '  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y  a p p e a r e d ,  h e r a l d ­

i n g  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a n y  b u i l d i n g  o f  i m p o r t a n c e ,  we c a n  a t  l e a s t  a s c e r ­

t a i n  w h a t  t h e  more  v o c a l  members  o f  s o c i e t y  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e i r  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  and a s  we w i l l  s e e ,  t n e s e  w e r e  g e n e r a l y  h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  

o f  t h e  l o c a l  s t a t e  o f  a r t  v i r t u a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

A v e r y  s c a t h i n g  e a r l y  o p i n i o n  was  t h a t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  Cape  

M o n t h l y  M a g a z i n e  o f  1 8 6 1 ^ " ^ .  The  w r i t e r  had t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  

s a y :  ’Architecture in t'he s t r i c t  sense o f  the term, can scarcely
to said to hate, as such, an existence in Cape Town. Builders nave 
hith erto  contented themselves 'with modestly im ita tin g  in  brickwork 
and p la s te r  the more c o s tly  structures o f  other lamas and adorning 
them with pain t and whitewash. With such a prin cip le  as th is  as 
the foundation o f  th e ir  ideas on 'he subject o f  Architecture -  that 
mere external decoration produced by such means was su ff ic ie n t com­
pensation fo r  the absence o f  grandeur in design and the employment 
o f  mean m ateria ls - i t  i s  not to be wondered a t that the co lon ists  
should have made but l i t t l e  advance in constructive w ' .  'he



w r i t e r  t h e n  g o e s  on  t o  damn o r  p r a i s e  c e r t a i n  s e l e c t e d  b u i l d i n g s .

Some o f  t h e s e  r e m ar k s  n a v e  b e e n  q u o t e d  e l s e w h e r e ^ 0 0 ^. T h i s  

o p i n i o n  i s  s o m e w h a t  h a r s h  and p e r h a p s  a l i t t l e  smug b u t  i t  d o e s  

c o n t a i n  q u i t e  a n  a c c u r a t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r e c e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  

a r c n i  , . e c i . u r e .  i he  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  mo r e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

and r ec ommen ds  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  N o r t h  

I t a l y  a s  a p o s s i b l e  mode l  f o r  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and o b s e r v e s  t h a t  

l o c a l  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  y e t  t o  b e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s u b - t r o p i c a l  Cape  Town.

As t h e  w r i t e r  wa s  n e w l y  a r r i v e d  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  h i s  b i a s  i n  t h i s  

d i r e c t i o n  i s  p e r h a p s  e x c u s a b l e .  The a r t i c l e  e n d s  w i t h  a p l e a  f o r  

new b u i l d i n g s  n o t  t o  b e  b u i l t  f r om  o t h e r  d e s i g n s  'bu t by the care­
fu l  in te l l ig e n t  elaboration o f  a kind o f  bu ild ing , su ita b le  to the 
pecu liar needs o f  the lo c a lity  fo r  which i t  i s  intended, and a ffo rd ­
ing employment fo r  the b es t m ateria ls which the country produces ' ■  ̂ .

T h i s  i s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  V i c t o r i a n  r a t i o n a l ' s m  w h i c h ,  a s  P e v s n e r  

h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ' 1 0 2 ' ,  p r o d u c e d  s u c h  a d i c h o t o m y  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h o u g h t  

a nd a c t u a l  d e s i g n .

T h a t  t h e  a no n ym ou s  w r i t e r  was  n o t  a l o n e  i n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  c u r r e n t  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i s  p r o v e d  b y  a s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  Cape  

Town M a i l  and A d v e r t i s e r  o f  1 8 6 0 ^ 0 2 ^. Comment ing  on t h e  new 

s t o r e  i n  Burg S t r e e t ,  t h e  r e p o r t e r  f a c e t i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  b e i n g  

i n  ' C a p e  f l o r i d  G o t h i c '  an d  f i n d s  i t  o f f e n s i v e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I 
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  and s o  we h a v e  no 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  r e p o r t e r ' s  i r e .

A m o r e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  w h i c h  h a s  be e n q u o t e d  e l s e w h e r e ^ 1 0 4 ^ , 

was t h a t  o f  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l . I t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  n o t e  

h e r e  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c  was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  ' p u r i t y '  o f  s t y l e  e x t e r n a l l y ,  

a m a t t e r  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t  t o  M i d - V i c t o r i a n  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .

Mo vi ng  on a l i t t l e  i n  t i m e ,  we h a v e  some mo r e  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Cape Town.  T h i s  c o m e s  f rom an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Cape  

M o n t h l y  M a g a z i n e  o f  1 8 7 2 ( 1 0 5 ) . A l t h o u g h  t h e  t own i s ,  'admirably 
s itu a te d  on the slope o f  the mountain, w ell—planned and regular as 
aie i t s  s tr e e ts ,  y e t i t s  arch itecture, excepting a few w ell designed 
s to re s , is  meaner and more broken down than in any c i ty  o f  the s iz e  
in Europe'. The w r i t e r  c o n t i n u e s ,  'o f  the public  buildings o f  
Cape Cown which _ would ask, i s  that on which the c i ty  p rides i t s e l f .



the Marketj the Post O ffice, or the ca th edral'. L a t e r  o n  i t  i s  

c o n c e d e d  t h a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  m i g h t  be  q u o t e d .  E a r l i e r  i n  t n e  a r t i c l e  

f u n  had b e e n  po k ed  a t  t h e  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n ' ' 1 ; i t  was  c a l l e d  'A
huge t in  cannister la id  on i t s  s id e ' . I t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r e t e n ­

t i o n s  w e r e  r i d i c u l e d  i n t h e s e  w o r d s :  'Are there not in wood bas-
r e l ie f s  o f  Doric ColumriS, a t le a s t such conceptions o f  th is  order 
o f  arch itecture as have dawned on the mind o f  some hedge-carpenter’ .

S l i g h t l y  l a t e r ,  i n  1 8 7 4 ,  F r o u d e  d e s c r i b e d  Cape  Town a s ,  'A curious 
old  fashioned place with a modem skin im perfectly  s tre tch ed  over
;,,U07).

T h e r e  i s  a v e r y  r a r e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  Cape  

A r g u s  o f  1 8 8 0 ^ ^ .  L a m e n t i n g  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  new s u b u r b s ,  

t h e  a r t i c l e  a s k s :  'Are the Clothes ^ox and Noah's Ark to remain
fo r  ever the only modes o f  Cape Town a rch ite c tu re ' . T h i s  i s  an  

o b v i o u s  comment  on t h e  s t i l l  c o n t i n u i n g  G e o r g i a n  t r a d i t i o n  w h i c h  

h a s  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h  e l s e w h e r e ^ 0 ® ' .  T h i s  a l s o  f o r e - s h a d o w s  t h e  

t a s t e  f o r  mo r e  ' P i c t u r e s q u e 1 e f f e c t s  t h a t  wa s  t o  c o m e .  The  a r t i c l e  

c o n t i n u e s  b c o m p a r i n g  t h e  l o c a l  s c e n e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  A u s t r a l i a  w h e r e  

a p p a r e n t l y  t n e  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  ' G o t h i c 1 a nd ' I t a l i a n '  s t y l e s  was  

i n  f u l l  s w i n g  and a s  t h e  w r i t e r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  "The combatants have 
many specimens o f  each s ty le  to  appeal to ' . The a r t i c l e  e n d s  w i t h  

t h i s  a p p e a l ,  'We do not expect our residen ts  to  bu ild  palaces and 
we fea r  that a t the ra te  things have been going la te ly  in th is  
country, they w ill  not be l e f t  with the means to indulge in  
extravagance o f  any so rt; but i t  could be hoped that some more 
a tten tio n  were paid to the s ty le  o f  aonsti'uction, seeing most o f  
the new buildings 'ohich dot the newer portion  o f  the town are o f  a 
decidedly unlovely ty p e ’.

R e v e r t i n g  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c omme nt s  on t h e  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  s t y l e s  

r a g i n g  e l s e w h e r e ,  a c l u e  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s c a r c i t y  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  

' G o t h i c '  i n  h o u s e s  l o c a l l y  t h a t  h a s  been n o t e d ' , i s  t o  be  f o u n d  

i n  an a r t e l e  i n  t h e  S . A .  I l l u s t r a t e d  News o f  1 8 8 4 ' l l l ; . The a .  i h o r  

o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  B a s i l  W o r s f o l d  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  G o t h i c  f o r m s  w e r e  

'qu ite  out o f  harmony with our tra d itio n s and c lim atic  conditions ' 
b u t  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  some d e s i g n s  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  R e n a i s s a n c e  m i g h t  be  

a p p r o p r i a t e ,  g i v i n g  H a w t h or n de n a s  an e x a m p l e .



In a l e t t e r  o f  1 8 8 2 ,  e n t i t l e d  P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s ' ' 1 2 ' ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

t h e  m a j o r  b u i l d i n g s  o f  Cape  Town came i n  f o r  a t t a c k .  G o v e r n m e n t  

H o u s e  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a ' P a t c h e d  up o l d  b u i l d i n g 1 , t h e  C a t h e d r a l  

( S t .  G e o r g e s )  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  m o r e  s u i t e d  t o  b e  a w o o l  s t o r e ,  

w h i l s t  t h e  S u pr e m e  C o u r t  The Old S l a v e  L o d g e )  i s  a ‘ D i s m a l  H a l l ' .  

The Co mm er c i a l  E x c h a n g e  i s  c a l l e d  a ‘ s h a m b l i n g  d e f o r m i t y ' .

New b u i I d i r g s  do  n o t  e s c a p e  much b e t t e r .  The  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

a l t h o u g i  g r a n t e d  t o  be  a c c m f o r t a o l e  b u i l d i n g ,  i t s  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  ' u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  u g l y '  The  l a r g e  new S t a n d a r d  

Bank i s  h e l d  t o  ' p a r a d e  t h e  v u l g a r i t y  o f  s t u c c o ' .

S i m i l a r  c r i t i c a l  c om me nt s  w e r e  v o i c e d  by J o h n  X. M er ri ma n a f e w  

y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1 8 8 7 ,  when he  s a i d ,  'We cover the face o f  nature with  
our hiaeous atuaco buildings, and when we fin d  a picturesque town, 
as we did here in  Cape Town, we improve i t  in to  the likeness o f  a 
squalid f i f t h  ra te  Enrlish suburb ’ ^  ■

I t  s h o u l d  b e  e m p h a s i s e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c o mm en ts  do  n o t  r e f l e c t  t i e  

e n t i r e  s p e c t r u m  o f  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Cape Town;  

f o r  i n s t a n c e  a n o t h e r  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n::w S t a n d a r d  Bank r e a d s  a s  

f o l l o w s :  'The te l le r s  room, both in  d-u.,ensions and f in ish  would do
c re d it  to any o f  the o ffic e , o f the r ich  banking corporations o f  
England or S c o t l a n d ' . H o w e v e r ,  w h a t  i t  d o e s  show i s  a 

r e a c t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  ' s t u c c o 1 w h i c h  had o f  c o u r s e  now 

b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  d i s c r e d i t e d  i-i  B r i t a i n .  T h i s  r e a c t i o n  was  t o  b e a r  

f r u i t  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  f a c e b r i c k s ,  a m o r e  ' n a t u r a l ' 

m a t e r i a l .

The c om me nt s  u f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c r i t i c  o f  t h e  Cape Ti me s  on t h e  

e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  S . A .  Museum c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  1 8 9 3 ^ l 1 ~ ^ ,  p r o v i d e  some  

i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  c u r r e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  a r c h i  c e c t u r e .  The  

w i n n i n g  d e s i g n  i s  s e e n  a s  a 'massive compact and hardsorr ’ double 
storeyed p i le  in  a very modern s ty le  o f  arahitectux-e ' S l i g h t l y  

b e w i l d e r e d  by  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  c r e a t i v e  e c l e c t i s i s m ,  t h e  r e p o r t e r  

a d d s  t h a t  t h i s  d e s i g n  p e r h a o s  m o r e  n e a r l y  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  I t a l i a n  

R e n a i s s a n c e  t h a n  any  o t h e r  r e c o g n i s e d  s t y l e .  The d e s i g n  p l a c e d  

s e c o n d  i s  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  i n d u l g i n g  i n  w h a t  i s  s e e n  t o  be  t h e  p r e ­

v a i l i n g  c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  Capa To wn, t h a t  i s  t h e  

c o v e r i n g  o f  b r i c k  w a l l s  w i t h  c e m e n t  p l a s t e r .  A d e s i g n  w h i c h  i s



e s p e c i a l l y  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  p r a i s e  i s  t h a t  s u b m i t t e d  ay Emphy and  

S c o t t .  T h i s  d e s i g n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  e q u a l  t o  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a ­

m ent  b u t  f a r  mo r e  o r n a m e n t a l . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e  r e p o r t e r  a s s u r e s  

us n o t h i n g  i s  t h r o w n  i n  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o r n a m e n t  w h i l e  e v e r y t h i n g  

ha s ' a n  e x t r e m e l y  p i c t u r e s q u e  e f f e c t 1. Thus we c a n  draw f r o m t h e s e  

c omme nt s  a t  l e a s t  two d e s i r e d  p r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  w e r e  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  

i n t o  t h e  new a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The  f i r s t  i s  a f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  h e a v i l y  

o r n a m e n t e d  ' P i c t u r e s q u e '  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  r e d  

b r i c k .

U n f a v o u r a b l e  o p i n i o n s  on Cape  Town s t r e e t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  o e  v o i c e d  i n t o  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  A c o n m e n t  o f  1 8 9 0  by  a t r a v e l l e r  

n o t e s  t h a t  i t  p o s s e s s e s  o n l y  a f e w  w e l l  b u i l t  s h o p s  and t h a t  t h e  

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i s  t n e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  w o r t h y  o f  

d e s c r i p t i o n ^ 1 . S l i g h t l y  mo re  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  was  J . E .  R i t c h i e  

who s a i d  t h a t ,  ' I t  boasts few fin e  build ings} perhaps b es t are the 
new Houses o f  Parliar.ent which are worthy o f  the colony and the 
o ffic e s  o f  the new (s ic )  Library and Museum is  a fin e  building '̂ 11^  
H o w e v e r , e l s e w h e r e  he  a d d s , 'When I  see what Canada and A ustralia  
hare done in the way o f  creating grand c i t i e s  adorned with fine  
buildings, I  f e e l  that the people o f  Cape Town are very behindhand'. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s  he  n o t e s  t h e  'picturesque suburbs in  which Cape Town 
esp ec ia lly  r e jo ic e s ' T h e s e  o p i n i o n s  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  e c h o e d  a

f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1 8 9 5  b y  J a me s  B r y c e ,  who c om me nt s  t h a t  t h e  town  

i t s e l f  i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  'nor is  there much to admire in the build­
ings except the handsome Parliament House, then the new Post Office  
and Standard B an k '^ ^ ^ . The  i m m e d i a t e  s u b u r b s  he  f o u n d  mean b u t  

f ro m R o n d e b o s c h  t o  Wynberg t h e  r o a d s  w e r e  b o r d e r e d  b y  p r e t t y  v i l l a s .

The g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  a r c h i t e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Era 

was a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  bound up w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  t h a t  t h e y , a s  a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d y ,  had managed t o  a c h i e v e .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  g o n e  i n t o  

a t  l e n g t h  e l s e w h e r e ' 1^ .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w h a t  we w i l l  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

h e r e  w i l l  b e  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  p r o f e s s e d  o r  i m p l i e d  by t h e  

l a y  p u b l i c .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  i t  c a n  b e  s a f e l y  s a i d  t h a t  a r c h i t e c t s  

g e n e r a l l y  w e r e  n o t  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  l o c a l l y .  A c u r r e n t  c r i t i c i s m  

o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  w a n t  o f  e d u c a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a r c h i t e c t s  ( w i t h  o n e  o r  t wo  e x c e p t i o n s ) c a t e g o r i s i n g  them a s  a



g r o u p  a s  b e i n g  a f e w  p l o d d i n g  s t o n e  m a s o n s  and c a r p e n t e r s

The r e v i e w  g o e s  on  t o  c i t e  t h e  c a s e  o f  ' p i o u s  P i c k e n s ' ,  a man who

a p p a r e n t l y  c h a n g e d  h i s  r e l i g i o n  e v e r y  t i m e  h e  s m e l t  a p o s s i b l e  new

j o b .

T h i s  v i e w  i s  c o n f i r m e d  i n  an e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  c a p e  M o n i t o r  o f  

1 8 5 4  w r i t t e n  u n d e r  t h e  n o n - d e - p l u m e  o f  ' C r i t i c u s 11 *. In t h i s  

w r i t e r ' s  v i e w ,  no s e n s i b l e  c o l o n i a l  s h o u l d  c u d g e l  h i s  b r a i n s  a b o u t  

c h u r c h e s  when a p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l y  o f  c u r r e n t  e x a m p l e s  c o u l d  be  f o u n d  

i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  London News.  T h i s  v i e w  i s  some wh at  

p a t r o n i s i n g  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a d v i c e  i s  p r o b a b l y  s o u n d .  T h i s  l o w  s t a t u s  

o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e ^

The b r i e f  boom o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  a nd t h e  a r c h i t e c t s '  p a r t  i n  t h i s  

w o u l d  s e e m  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e y  had a t  l e a s t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  p r o f e s s ­

i o n a l  s t a t u s ,  b u t  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m i d - 1 8 6 0 ' s  c u t  t h i s  s h o r t .

I t  w o u l d  a l s o  s e e m  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s  w e r e  t h e  

h e y - d a y  o f  t h e  b u i l d e r - d e s i g n e r .  Fre ema n a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  

f i r s t  a r c h i t e c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  

u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c q u i r e  t h i s  s t a t u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o r  an  

i n s t i t u t e  w o u l d  s ee m t o  h a v e  c o u n t e d  a g a i n s t  h i m ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  

P a r l i a m e n t  H ou se  a f f a i r .  T h i s  e m e r g e s  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  f r o m  t h e  

s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  • 11-4' .  Each w i t n e s s  was  e x a m i n e d  

a s  t o  h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  a nd m o s t  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d y .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  had  

e v i d e n t l y ,  by t h e  m i d - 1 8 7 0 ' s ,  b e c o me  an i m p o r t a n t  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  e v e n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  In t h i s  

r e s p e c t ,  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  f r o m t h i s  t i m e  on v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  p r a c t i s i n g  i n  Cape  Town a r r i v e d  w i t h  o r  a c q u i r e d ,  

a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  c o u l d ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .

By t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  i f  t h e  amoun t  and r a n g e  o f  wo r k i s  a n y t h i n g  t o  go  

b y ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e i r  c l i e n t s '  c o n f i d e n c e ,  i s  

n e v e r  b e f o r e ^ 1 2 5 ) .  T h i s  w o u l d  s ee m t o  be  c o n f i r m e d  by  t h e  a t t e m p t s  

t o  f o r m  a l o c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  bo dy  and t o  o b t a i n  l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e c a d e .  T h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  

i n  t h e  numbe rs  i n  p r a c t i c e .

The h i g h  p o i n t  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s '  p r e s t i g e  was  u n d o u b t e d l y  d u r i n g
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t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The new f o u n d  w e a l t h  and c o n s e q u e n t  

s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  a l a r g e  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  

s u i t a b l y  t r a i n e d  men t o  r e a l i s e  t h e i r  n e e d s  i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  f i e l d  

w n i l s t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s i z e  and c o m p l e x i t y  o r  c o m m e r c i a i  b u i l d i n g s  

a l s o  r e q u i r e d  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  s p e c i a l i s e d  s k i l l  n o t  t o  be  f o u n d  

o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  Mo st  o f  t h e s e  c l i e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  s e i r -  

made'  i n  t h e  t r u e  V i c t o r i a n  s p i r i t ,  and t h u s  w e r e  o f t e n  n o t  v e r y  

w e l l  e d u c a t e d .  V i r t u a l l y  no n e  o f  t he m knew a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e ,  s o  t h e y  t e n d e d  t o  l e a n  h e a v i l y  on t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t ' s  a d v i c e .  

C . J .  R h o d e s  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  f am ous  o f  t h e s e  and h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  

w i t h  S i r  H e r b e r t  B a k e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  a b o v e  p o i n t s  v e r y  w e l l  ' •

R h o d e s ,  b e i n g  b o t h  an i n f l u e n t i a l  and p o p u l a r  man,  we c a n  be  s u r e  

t h a t  h i s  e x a m p l e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  g o n e  u n n o t i c e d  by o t h e r  w e a l t h y  

men.
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CHAPTER THREE THE ARCHITECTURAL PROFESSION

'AS ARCHITECT I S  AS NECESSARY TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE AS THE PHYSICIAN, 

AND HE SHOULD BE EQUALLY LEARNED IN  HIS OWN PROFESSION: NOT SO THE

BUILDER, BETWEEN THE ARCHITECT AND HIM THERE I S  NO COMPARISON; THE 

FIRST WORKS WITH HIS MIND, THE LATTER WITH HIS HANDS; THE WORK OF 

ONE I S  THE OPERATION OF GENIUS; THAT OF THE OTHER I S  ONLY 

MECHANICAL. ' 1 }

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

B e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  a ny  d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n  

a s  i t  e x i s t e d  i n  Cape Town and r e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  E r a ,  i t  

i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a t t e m p t  some d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  a r c h i t e c t  a s  i t  

was t h e n  u n d e r s t o o d .  Any p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  was  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

f ro m t h a t  o f  t o d a y  and a l s o  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  i t s e l f  e v o l v e d  

q u i t e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  b e i n g  s t u d i e d .

In a d i c t i o n a r y  o f  1 8 3 7 ^ ^ , t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  an a r c h i t e c t  a r e  

g i v e n  a s  f o l l o w s :  'A c h i e f  wor kma n,  b u i l d e r ,  o n e  s x i l l e d  i n  wo r k­

m a n s h i p ,  b u i l d i n g ,  i n  p l a n n i n g  o r  d e s i g n i n g  w o r k ,  b u i l d i n g ' . From 

t h i s  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r i m e  a t t r i b u t e  o f  an a r c h i t e c t  t h e n  

w a s  h e l d  t o  be  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  1 t r a d e s ' , o n e  o f  w h i c h  he  

w as  an e x p e r i e n c e d  member.  He w a s ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a m a s t e r  b u i l d e r .  

W i t n i n  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n t a i n e d  a s e c o n d  s t r a n d ,  

t h a t  o f  p l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n ,  a s k i l l  r e q u i r i n g  a mo r e  a b s t r a c t  

k n o w l e d g e  a c q u i r e d  by a t r a i n i n g  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  s o r t .

T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i n  f a c t ,  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  B r i t a i n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w h e r e  t h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  w e - e  a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r s ,  t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  

m a s t e r  ma so n h a v i n g  n o t  y e t  drawn t o  a c l o s e ' ^ . At  t h e  same t i m e  

t h e r e  e x i s t e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  ‘ p r o f e s s i o n a l ' a r c h i t e c t ,  t h e  

man t r a i n e d  i n  p l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n ,  w i t h  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  k n o w l e d g e  

o f  d r a u g h t s m a n s h i p ,  s t r u c t u r e s  and m a t e r i a l s  a nd m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  

a l l . w i t h  no ' t r a d e '  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

The s h i f t  o f  e m p h a s i s  t h a t  had t a k e n  p l a c e  d u r i n g  m i d - c e n t u r y  i s  

c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  by a n o t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h i s  t a k e n  f rom a d i c t i o n a r y  

o f  1 8 9 2 ^ ' .  Her e  an a r c h i t e c t  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  'A p e r s o n



s k i l l e d  i n  t n e  a r t  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  o n e  who u n d e r s t a n d s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

o r  m a ke s  i t  h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  t o  f o r m p l a n s  and d e s i g n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  

and s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  a r t i f i c e r s  e m p l o y e d ' .  T h i s  e m p h a s i s e s  v e r y  

c l e a r l y  t h e  c h a n g e  from a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man 

w i t h  a l l  h i s  a t t e n d a n t  a s p i r a t i o n s .  By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  

he w as  v i r t u a l l y  s u p r e m e .

V e r y  b r i e f l y  t h e n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  p a t t e r n  a s  i t  e v o l v e d  i n  B r i t a i n .

On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  i t  w i l l  b e  shown t h a t ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  l o c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  Cape  Town f o l l o w e d  t h e  

same p a t h  a s  i n  B r i t a i n  b u t  a s  i s  u s u a l  f o r  a c o l o n y  i t  was  

i n v a r i a b l y  a f e w  s t e p s  b e h i n d  t h e  m o t h e r  c o u n t r y .

The Numoer o f  Arc h i t e c t s  i n  P r a c t i c e :

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  no  a r c h i t e c t s  p r a c t i s i n g  

i n  Cape  Town,  o r  a t  l e a s t  n o n e  wno n e l d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  s u c h - ^ ' .

The n e e d s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  b e i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  met  by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

a r c h i t e c t ,  J .  S k i r r o w ,  who was  a l l o w e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  work f o r  p r i v a t e  

i n d i v i d u a l s ^ . Any o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e i n g  u n d e r ­

t a k e n  b y  g e n t l e m e n - a r c h i t e c t s  s u c h  a s  C o l .  M i c h e l ! , t h e  S u r v e y o r -  

G e n e r a l ,  C o l .  ( l a t e r  G e n e r a l ) B e l l ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  and  

C o l .  L e w i s  o f  t h e  Royal  E n g i n e e r s , who p r e p a r e d  d e s i g n s  w h e r e  

n e c e s s a r y ' ' 7 ) .

T h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e  a l t h o u g h  by  

t h e n  ( 1 8 3 8 )  S k i r r o w  had b e e n  r e t i r e d  f ro m h i s  p o s t ,  and s o  was  t n e n  

f r e e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  work on h i s  own a c c o u n t .  By t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 ' s  t h e r e  

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n l y  o n e  a r c h i t e c t  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  b e i n g  

A. P e n k e t h .  The a r r i v a l  o f  G. M c D o u g a l 1 i n  1 8 4 9  i n c r e a s e d  t h i s  t o  

t w o .  The p r o f e s s i o n  s t a y e d  a t  t h i s  number t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .

The boom o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  saw a s u d d e n  e x p a n s i o n  i n  number  t o  

s e v e n ( ® ) . F o u r  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r m i n g  two p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  t h e  

f i r s t  s u c h  c o m b i n a t i o n s  t o  work i n  Cape  Town.  Ab o ut  t h i s  t i m e  t o o ,

C. O.  H a ge r  s t a r t e d  h i s  i t i n e r a n t  c a r e e r  a s  a ' b o u w m e e s t e r ' . The  

d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  I 8 6 0 ' s had r e d u c e d  t h e  number o f  a r c h i t e c t s  

t o  o n e  by  1 8 7 0 .

Even d u r i n g  t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  t i m e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  Cape Town c o n ­

t i n u e d  t o  p o s s e s s  o n l y  o n e  a r c n i t e c t ,  C. F r e e m a n , a l t h o u g h  a number  

o f  b u i l d e r s  f i l l e d  t h e  g a p s , u n d o u b t e d l y  t o  t n e i r  p r o f t .  H o w e v e r ,



7 4 .

d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  t h r e e  more  a r c h i t e c t s  a r r i v e d  

t o  s e t  up p r a c t i c e  w h i l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  a t t r a c t e d ,  no  d o u b t  

by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p r o s p e r i t y ,  s e v e r a l  more  a r r i v e d ,  some o f  whom 

w e r e  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a s  s a l a r i e d  s t a f f .  A 

d i r e c t o r y  o f  1 8 8 2 ' 9 ;  l i s t s  a r c h i t e c t s ,  e n g i n e e r s  a nd s u r v e y o r s  

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  t r a d e s  s e c t i o n .  F o u r t e e n  names a r e  g i v e n  and or  

t h e s e , s e v e n  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  p r a c t i s e d  c h i e f l y  a s  a r c h i t e i t s . By 

1 8 9 0 ,  t h i s  number had grown t o  t e n ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a s e c t i o n  a l l  t o  

t h e m s e l v e s .  Two o f  t h e s e  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  b u i l d e r s .

The new and c o m p l e x  s e t  o f  b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  came i n t o  f o r c e  

i n  Cape  Town i n  1 8 8 9 ' 1 0 /  m us t  h a v e  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  demand f o r  a r c h i ­

t e c t s ,  e v e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r c h i t e c t s  s u c h  a s  A.  De W i t t ,  f o u n d  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  s o m e wh a t  a t  s e a  w i t n  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ' -  ,  s o  i t  i s  l i k e l y  

t h a t  many b u i l d e r s  w o u l d  no l o n g e r  h a v e  t h e  s k i l l  o r  t h e  t i m e  t o  

g u i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  t h e  a p p r o v e d  s t a g e .  T h i s ,  and t h e  

u n p a r a l l e l e d  boom a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  w e r e  no l e s s  t h a n  t h i r t y t h r e e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

p r a c t i c e s  w i t h  t h i r t y e i g n t  p a r t n e r s  l i s t e d  i n  a d i r e c t o r y '  . In 

1 9 1 0 ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s l u m p ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  t w e n t y f i v e  

p r a c t i c e s  i n  Cape Town w i t h  t h i r t y t h r e e  p a r t n e r s '  1.

B a c k g r o u n d  and T r a i n i n g :

In t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  w o r l d  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  

cwo w a y s  o f  b e c o m i n g  an a r c h i t e c t .  T he  f i r s t  a nd m o s t  r e s p e c t a b l e  

way wa s  t h r o u g h  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  t o  a r e c o g n i s e d  a r c h i t e c t '  . f o r  

a premium o f  f rom £ 2 0 0 - £ 5 0 0 ,  a boy  was  a r t i c l e d  f o r  f r o m 3 -  5 y e a r s .  

A f t e r  s e r v i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  he  w o u l d  t h e n  g o  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  on h i s  o wn ,  

i f  he  p o s s e s s e d  some c a p i t a l .  Or ,  i f  h e  was  l u c k y ,  and had won o r  

b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  a c o m p e t i t i o n ,  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  was  a s s u r e d  and work  

w o u l d  f o l l o w .  H o w e v e r , i f  he  c o u l d  n o t  s t a r t  h i s  own p r a c t i c e  t h e n  

he  w o u l d  u s u a l l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  work f o r  an a r c h i t e c t  a s  a d r a w i n g  c l e r k  

o f t e n  e x e c u t i n g  s m a l l  c o m m i s s i o n s  o f  h i s  own i n  h i s  s p a r e  t i m e .  T h i s  

was  known a s  ' M o o n l i g h t i n g 1 w h i c h  r e a c h e d  e p i d e m i c  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  

boom t i m e s .  T h i s  was  n o t  unknown i n  Cape  Town'  " ' .

T h e s e  p u p i l s  l i v e d  i n .  T h e i r  t r a i n i n g  v a r i e d  e n o r m o u s l y .  With  

s o m e ,  i t  was  v i r t u a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  

o f  a v e r y  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  I t  was  o f t e n  a c a s e  o f  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t ,



w h e r e  t h e  y o u n g  man a c q u i r e d  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  a nd s k i l l  t h r o u g h  h i s  own 

e n t h u s i a s m .  Some p u p i l s  a t t e n d e d  a d r a w i n g  s c h o o l  i n  t h e i r  s p a r e  

t i m e ;  o t h e r s ,  t h o s e  who c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t ,  t r a v e l l e d  a b r o a d  a f t e r  

t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  had b e e n  s e r v e d .  But  w i t h  t h e  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l  b r i n g ­

i n g  t h e  members  n e a r e r  home and t h e  n e e d  t o  m a s t e r  new t e c h n i q u e s ,  

t h e  g r a n d  t o u r  s o o n  d e m i s e d ' ^ 6,1. Compared w i t h  t h e  a c a d e m i e s  i n  

F r a n c e ,  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  forma 1 e d u c a t i o n  i n  F n g l a n d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  What t h e r e  w a s ,  was  c o n f i n e d  t o  p a r t  t i m e  o r  

e v e n i n g s .  The o n l y  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f f e r i n g  a n y  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  was  t h e  Ro ya l  Academy o f  A r t s .  The  

f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l i b r a r y  and s i x  l e c t u r e s

a n n u a l l y ^ 7 ' .  The A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 4 7 ,

was  a m o n g s t  t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h i s  g a p .  The f i r s t  

f u l l - t i m e  c o u r s e  s t a r t e d  i n  B r i t a i n  was  t h a t  a t  K i n g ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  

1 8 9 2 .  I t  l a s t e d  t h r e e  y e a r s .

T h e r e  was no f o r m a l  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e  Roya l  I n s t i t u t e  

o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s  o n l y  r e q u i r i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  s e v e n  y e a r s  p r a c t i c e  

a s  an a r c h i t e c t  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  a s  a F e l l o w ,  and l e s s  a s  an A s s o c i a t e 1' ^

A t t e m p t s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a q u a l i f y i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  u n t i l

1 8 8 2 .

The o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f  e n t r y  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  and w h i c h  was  t h e  o n l y  

o n e  o p e n  t o  t h e  p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  was  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e s .

H er e  a man w o u l d  s e r v e  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p ,  t h e n  work a s  a j o u r n e y m a n  

r i s i n g  t o  be  a f o r e m a n  o f  h i s  t r a d e .  L a s t l y  he  be c am e a c l e r k  o f  

w o r k s .  From h e r e  he o f t e n  b r a n c h e d  o u t ,  e i t h e r  b e c o m i n g  a b u i l d e r  

on h i s  own o r ,  h a v i n g  a c q u i r e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d r a u g h t i n g  s k i l l s ,  he  

o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  an a r c h i t e c t .  More o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  he  was  

b o t h .

I f  we e x a m i n e  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  t h o s e  a r c h i t e c t s  who p r a c t i s e d  i n  

Cape Town d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  

c o n f o r m s  t o  t h i s  p a t t e r n .  F or  e x a m p l e ,  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t s ,  

P e n k e t h ,  who was  a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  a nd 1 8 5 0 ' s ,  came t o  Cape  

Town a s  a f o r e m a n  o f  w o r k s  i n  t h e  Royal  E n g i n e e r s ,  r o s e  t o  c l e r k  

o f  w o r k s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t o  go i n t o  p r a c t i c e  a s  a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r ^ ^ ) 

M c O o u g a l l ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  had s t u d i e d  i n  Rome,  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  

t o  T.  C u b i t t  and wo r ke d  f o r  S i r  C h a r l e s  B a r r y  b e f o r e  he  a r r i v e d  i n  

t h e  Cape C o l o n y .  He was v e r y  w e l l  t r a i n e d  by  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e



d a y .  K o h l e r  wa s  a n o t h e r  t r a i n e d  a r c h i t e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  e x a c t  

a n t e c e d e n t s  a r e  o b s c u r e .  L a s t l y  t h e r e  i s  W a l l i s ,  who s t a r t e d  h i s  

c a r e e r  a s  an a r c h i t e c t  i n  1 8 5 9 ,  b e i n g  a s t o n e  mason who be ca me  

c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  on t h e  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum B u i l d i n g  b e f o r e  

l a u n c h i n g  h i m s e l f  on h i s  i n t e r m i t t e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c a r e e r .

Of t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  B i s s e t  was a p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  

e n g i n e e r ,  a n o t h e r  r a r i t y  a s  t h e  t e r m  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  was  b a n d i e d  

a b o u t  a l m o s t  a s  f r e e l y  a s  t h a t  o f  a r c h i t e c t .  Welchman was  

o r i g i n a l l y  a t r a d e s m a n ,  who had b e e n  i m p o r t e d  a s  a d r a u g h t s m a n  and  

a c t e d  f o r  a t i m e  a s  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  on t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l .

Read w as  a c l e r k ,  p r o b a b l y  a d r a w i n g  c l e r k  w i t h  t h e  Cape Town 

R a i l w a y  an d Dock c o mp a n y ,  w h i c h  had c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Cape  Town t o  

W e l l i n g t o n  r a i l w a y  l i n e .  He a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  had some a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  a r r i v i n g  i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 5 9 ,  a s  he  e n t e r e d  t h e  

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  1 8 6 0 .  Tuppen o f  Tuppen and  

S t o n e s t r e e t  was  an e n g i n e e r ,  w h i l e  h i s  p a r t n e r  was an a r c h i t e c t -  

s u n / e y o r .  None o f  t h e s e  w as  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a membor o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

b o d y .

The s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  was  t r a i n e d  i n  some w ay .  

F re ema n had b e e n  a r t i c l e d  t o  an a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r  i n  E n g l a n d ,  

G r e a v e s  had a c t e d  a s  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  and was  a c e r t i f i e d  D i s t r i c t  

S u r v e y o r .  A c ke rm an ,  a l t h o u g h  p r i m a r i l y  t r a i n e d  a s  an e n g i n e e r ,  had  

w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  Works D e p a r t m e n t .  To Knox g o e s  t h e  h on o u r  

o f  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape  

Town.  T h i s  was  in 1 8 7 7 .  He wa s  a l s o  an a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  

I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r s .  A l e x a n d e r ,  a r r i v i n g  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  

i n  l o 7 9 ,  be ca me  t h e  f i r s t  r e s i d e n t  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .  i n  1 8 8 5 .

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  w i t h  t n e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  s e c u r e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  i t  be ca me  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e r v e  a r t i c l e s  

l o c a l l y .  The  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  do s o  was W. R e i d ,  who s e r v e d  h i s  t o  

h i s  f a t h e r ,  W.H. R e i d ,  i n  t h e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1 8 8 6 .  From t h e  l a t e  

1 8 8 0 ' s ,  l o c a l l y  bo rn  o r  c o l o n i a l l y  bor n ( a s  t h e y  w e r e  known)  s t a r t e d  

t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e s ,  m o s t  o t  t n e s e  w i » h  

F r e e m a n ^  ^. I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t n e  1 8 9 0 ' s 

an i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  n e w l y  a r r i v e d  a r c h i t e c t s  had some f o r m a . 

t r a i n i n g  b e s i d e s  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s ,  v i z .  K e n d a l l ,  S e e l i g e r  and Mase y.



In t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  v a r i e d  

c o n s i d e r a b l y , d e p e n d i n g  m o s t l y  on t h e  s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  man 

h i m s e l f .  I f  he was  o f  humbl e  o r i g i n  l i k e  P e i k e t h ,  t h e n  he  wa s  un­

l i k e l y  t o  mi x i n  t h e  h i g h e r  c i r c l e s ,  w h e r e a s  a man o f  me ans  and  

e d u c a t i o n  l i k e  M c D o u g a l l  had an a u t o m a t i c  e n t r e e  t o  t h e m.  A n o t h e r  

a r c h i t e c t  l i k e  S t o n e s t r e e t  was  a p r o m i n e n t  F r e e m a s o n  a t  a t i m e  when  

F r e e m a s o n r y  was an i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e ^ -' .  He was  a l s o  an 

o c c a s i o n a l  g u e s t  a t  Go ve rn me n t  H o u s e ^ 3 .̂

In o n e  r e s p e c t  h o w e v e r ,  c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y  w as  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h a t  o f  

E n g l a n d .  B e c a u s e  t h e  a c t u a l  numbe rs  w e r e  s m a l l e r  and t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

n o t  s o  s t a b l e ,  a g r e a t e r  l a t t i t u d e  was  a c c o r d e d  s o c i a l l y .  I t  a l s o  

t e n d e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  p i o n e e r i n g  n a t u r e ,  t o  p l a c e  mor e  e m p h a s i s  on  

t h e  ‘ s e l f  m a d e 1 m an,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  d i a m o n d s  and  

g o l d ,  when t h e r e  w e r e  many w e a l t h y ,  ' s e l f - m a d e '  men a b o u t .  The  

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man had a l s o  b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i m p r o v e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h Q c e r t u r y ,  s o  t h o s e  a r c h i t e c t s  wno 

i d e n t i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  came up w i t h  i t .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  men s u c h  a s  B a k e r  w i t h  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  

men o f  i n f l u e n c e  s u c h  a s  R h o d e s ,  moved i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o l o n i a l  c i r c l e s .  

O t h e r s ,  s u c h  a s  B l a c k ,  became i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l l y ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a Town 

C o u n c i l l o r ,  w h i l e  P a r k e r  be ca me  Mayor o f  Cape  Town i n  1 9 1 3 .

F i n a n c i a l  C i r c u m s t a n c e s :

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  H ag er  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 3 8 ,  he  f o u n d  i t  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  s u f f i c i e n t  work a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t ^ ) , and i n  f a c t  

t h e  o n l y  r e c o r d e d  w o r k  o f  h i s  o f  t h e  y e a r s  he  s p e n t  i n  Cape Town i s  

S t .  M a r y ' s ,  t h e  R . C .  C a t h e d r a l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  him t h e  p e o p l e  d e s i g n e d  

and b u i l t  t h e i r  own h o u s e s ^ ^ .  I t  w o u l d  s e em  t h a t  t h e r e  w as  n o t

e n o u g h  wo r k t o  k e e p  a w e l l  t r a i n e d  a r c h i t e c t  s u c h  a s  Hager  i n  

b u s i n e s s .  In t h e  e v e n t ,  he  t u r n e d  t o  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t i n g  and 1 e f t  

Cape  Town f o r  S t e l l e n b o s c h  i n  1 8 4 1 .  Even S k i r r o w ,  who had a r r i v e d  

i n  1 8 2 7  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  R oy a l  O b s e r v a t o r y  and who 

had b e c o me  w e l l - k n o w n ,  d o e s  n o t  s ee m t o  h a v e  p r o s p e r e d ,  and [ r e f e r r e d  

t o  t a k e  w h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  he  c o u l d  o b t a i n ,  a ny  p r i v a t e  

p r a c t i c e  he m i g h t  h a v e  h a d ,  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s  a s i d e  l i n e .  T h i s ,  i n  

s p i t e  o f  h i s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  a c t  a s  a r c h i t e c t ,  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  and  

s u r v e y o r ^ 3 6 ) .  S i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  k e p t  P e n k e t h  i n



h i s  j o b  w i t h  t h e  Roy al  E n g i n e e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  he  s e e m s  t o  h a . e  b e e n  

a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  he  d i d  n o t  

l e a v e  h i s  p o s t  a s  C l e r k  o f  Works u n t i l  1 8 5 4 ,  by w h i c h  t i m e  he  had  

b e e n  l a u n c h e d  i n t o  a f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  a s  an a r c h i t e c u -  

c o n t r a c t o r .  In 1 8 5 8  h e  t o o k  t h e  p o s t  o f  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  a t  a 

y e a r l y  s a l a r y  o f  £ 3 0 0  p l u s  £ 3 0  f o r  t h e  k e e p  o f  a h o r s e  ' I n '

t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e l u c t a n t  t o  d o .  i n  , p i t c  o '  h a v i n g  b e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  

i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f i e l d ( 2 9 ) .  and h a v i n g  be co me  a r e s p e c t a b l e  l a n d ­

o w n e r .  C a l v e r t ,  h i s  s h o r t  l i v e d  p a r t n e r ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r om  Cape  

Town i n  l a t e  1 8 5 4 ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .

T h i s  d i s m a l  p i c t u r e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  c o n ­

t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s .  M c D o u g a l l  m u s t  h a v e  had p r i v a t e  

m e a n s  a s  t h e  f e e s  he  e a r n e d  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 3 8 - 1 8 5 2  c o u l d  not h a v e  

k e p t  h i m.  K S h l e r .  a r r i v i n g  i n  1 8 5 2 .  q u i c k l y  t u r n e d  t o  s p e c u l a t i v e  

b u i l d i n g  b u t  w e n t  b a n k r i p t  i n  1 8 5 4 ^ ) .  He f o u n d  a p o s i t i o n  a s  a 

d r a u g h t s m a n  i n  t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  

1 8 * 2 - 1 8 5 5 .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum e p  

hi m g o i n g  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f r o m 1 8 5 7  t o  1 8 5 9 .  Even t h e n ,  h a v i n g  n e a r l y  

c o m p l e t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  f i n e s t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  he  

w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  up a p o s t  a s  a t r a v e l l i n g  d o r k  o f  

w o r k s ,  s u p e r i n t e n d i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s ,  

i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a s a l a r y  o f  mor e  t h a n  

£ 1 5 0  a y e a r  f o r  s u c h  a j o b ^ 3 1 ; .

I t  w as  o n l y  t h e  boom p e r i o d  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  t h a t  saw t h e  l a u n c h -  

i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  e x c l u s i v e l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  . h a t  i s  p r a c t i c e s  

w h e r e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  d i d  n o t  a c t  a s  c o n t r a c t o r s  a s  w e l l .

A t  l e a s t  two o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e r e  t e m p t e d  i n t o  p r i v a t e  

p r a c t i c e  by w i n n i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  We lc hma n,  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  by w i n n i n g  t n e  

S a i l o r s '  Home c o m p e t i t i o n  and B i s s e t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  b e i n g  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  Mutual  L i f e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  The number o f  new a r c h i ­

t e c t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d ,  a r e  good  

i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  A t  l e a s t  two a r c h i t e c t s ,  

Read and S t o n e s t r e e t ,  b u i l t  s u b s t a n t i a l  h o u s e s  r o r  t h e m s e  v e s .

The  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s  c o m p l e t e l y  c h a n g e d  t h i s  and by  1 8 6 9
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o n l y  S t o n e s t r e e t  was  l e f t  i n  p r a c t i c e .  Soon a f t e r ,  h e  be c am e a 

d i a m o n d  m e r c h a n t .  He had a l s o  g o n e  b a n k r u p t  i n  1 8 6 7 .  O t h e r s ,  

s u c h  a s  K o h l e r ,  had l e f t  f o r  A m e r i c a  i n  1 8 6 6 .  Read w e n t  b a c k  t o  

E n g l a n d ,  and Welchman t o  G r a h am st o wn .  When F re em an  a r r i v e d  f rom  

N a t a l  i n  1 8 7 0 ,  he s o u g h t  and o b t a i n e d  a t e m p o r a r y  p o s t  o f  d r a u g h s -  

man i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e n t ^ 3 2 ' .  He a l s o ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,

s t a r t e d  a p r a c t i c e  o f  h i s  own c . 1 8 7 1 ^  b u t  d i d  n o t  go  i n t o

p r a c t i c e  f u l l - t i m e  u n t i l  1 8 7 6  a f t e r  t h e  H o us e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  

f i a s c o .  The s a l a r y  o f  £ 6 0 0  a y e a r  t h a t  he  was  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  

a s  s u p e r v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t  on  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  was  r e g a r d e d  

a s  a g e n e r o u s  o n e ^ 3^ .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  h i s  y e a r l y  i nc o me  

was  much mor e  t h a n  £ 4 0 0 - £ 5 0 0  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 7 8  ( 3 5 ) ; n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

t h i s  was  made p u r e l y  f rom an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e  a s  Fre eman  

n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  a s  a c o n t r a c t o r ,  o r  c l a i m e d  t o  be  a 

c i v i l  e n g i n e e r .

The s t a b i l i t y  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  

boom o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  a t o l e r a b l e  u e g r e e  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a l t h o u g h  m o s t  a r c h i t e c t s  had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  

l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t o  r e a p  a n y  l a r g e  r e w a r d s .  T h e s e  d i d  

m a t e r i a l i s e ,  i f  we c a n  j u d g e  f r o m  t h e  e n o r m o u s  a mo un t  o f  work d o n e  

a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  g o l d e n  a g e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  

The h o u s e s  b u i l t  by t h e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  v i z .  T h o r n h i l l  by F r e e m a n ,  and  

De W i t t ' s  h o u s e  i n  Wy nb er g ,  a r e  a s u r e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  

w e l l b e i n g .  O t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e w a r d s  a v a i l a b l e  

a r e  t h e  number o f  new p r a c t i c e s  b e g u n  and uhe  y o u t h  o f  some o f  t h e  

n e w c o m e r s .  B l a c k ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was  t we nt yV ur  when he  s t a r t e d  

h i s  own p r a c t i c e ,  h a v i n g  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town .hen he was  o n l y  

t w e n t y  i n  1 8 9 0 .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  P r a c t i c e :

From t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  a l l  t h e  known a r c h i t e c t s  p r a c t i s i n g  i n  Cape  

Town had o f f i c e s  s e p a r a t e  f ro m w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e d ^  . T h e s e  c t f i c c s  

w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  f or m o f  a room o r  two i n  c h a m b e r s  i n  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  t o w n .  U n t i l  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e a s o n a b l y  p e r m a n e n t  

p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  a n y  f u l l ­

t i m e  s t a f f  was  e n g a g e d ,  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  work b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  t h e m s e l v e s .



I t  i s  v e r y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Freeman was  t h e  f i r s t  a r c h i t e c t  t o  e n g a g e  

s t a f f :  t h e  v e r y  m a g n i t u d e  o f  h i s  p r a c t i c e  a nd t h e  s i z e  o f  a

b u i l d i n g  s u c h  a s  t h e  S t a n d a r d  Bank wo u ld  r e q u i r e  mor e  t h a n  o n e  

p a i r  o f  h a n d s .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ’ s ,  t h e  now f a m i l i a r  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

l a r g e  p r a c t i c e s  m u s t  h a v e  a r i s e n ^ '  \  I n i s  i s  a h i e r a r c h y  c o n ­

s i s t i n g  o f  p r i n c i p a l s  o r  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  a d r a w i n g  o f f i c e  s t a f f e d  by  

q u a l i f i e d  and u n q u a l i f i e d  d r a u g h t s m e n ,  p l u s  a n c i l l a r y  s t a f f .  T h i s  

m e t h o d  o f  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  was  e v c l v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

t o  t a c k l e  t h e  l a r g e  and c o m p l e x  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  be c am e mo r e  am,  more  

common a s  t h e  c e n t u r y  p r o g r e s s e d .

A s i d e  f rom t h e  b r i e f  and p o s s i b . y  i n f o r m a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  P e n k e t h  

dnd C a l v e r t  i n  1 8 5 4 ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w e r e  t h o s e  f or me d i n  

t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s .  T h e s e  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 6 0 ' s ,  and i t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  d e c a y s  t h a t  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w e r e  

f o r m e d  a g a i n ,  when i t  b e c a me  common f o r  two o r  t h r e e  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  

u n d e r t a k e  work u n d e r  a common t i t l e .

The e q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d  b-/ an a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  

V i c t o r i a n  e r a  was  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e .  K o h l e r  i n  1 8 5 4  p o s s e s s e d  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  55 v o l u m e s  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b o o k s ,  1 c a s e  o f  d r a w i n g s

and b o o k s ,  8  d r a w i n g  b o a r d s ,  1 m e a s u r i n g  t a p e ,  1 s p i r i t  l e v e l , 1 

c a s e  o f  d r a w i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  1 d r a w i n g  s q u a r e  and 1 c a s e  o f  p a i n t s ^ ) .

In 1 8 6 7 ,  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  u s e d  by Tuppen and 

S t o n e s t r e c t  was  £ 5 0 ,  and c o n s i s t e d  o f  ' o f f i c e  f i t t i n g s ,  p e n s ,  d r a w i n g  

• c a r d s ,  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t a b l e s ,  b o o k s , w a t e r  c o l o u r s ,  b r u s h e s , s t a t i o n ­

e r y  and c o .  f o r  c a r r y i n g  on p r o f e s s i o n '  A l l  t h i s  was c o n t a i n e d

i n  c h a m b e r s  a t  t h e  A d d e r ! e y  C h a m b e r s ,  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  Cape  Town.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  r e g a r d i n g  o f f i c e  

e q u i p m e n t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  s i z e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  

p r a c t i c e s  a l o n e  m u s t  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e d .

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t  had no s c r u p l e s  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  

Numerous  i n s t a n c e s  c a n  be  q u o t e d  o f  d i s c r e e t  e n t r i e s  i n  a w i d e  r a n d e  

o f  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  and p e r i o d i c a l s  and e v e n  c h u r c h  m a g a z i n e s ^ ) .

T h e s e  a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  any  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d ;  t h e  e a r l i e s t  c a n  be  

f o u n d  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  They  

w e r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r s  e i t h e r ,  e v e n  ‘ p r o f e s s i o n a l ' 

a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  f i n d i n g  i t  w o r t h  t h e i r  w h i l e ^41K From some



o f  t h e s e  a d v e r t s  i t  w o u l d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t h a t  i t  was  common p r a c t i c e  

f o r  an a r c h i t e c t  t o  p r e p a r e  s k e t c h  p l a n s  w i t h  t h e  i m p l i c i t  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  c l i e n t  was  u n d e r  no o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p a y  i f ,  f o r  

some r e a s o n ,  t h e  s c h e m e  was  n o t  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h .  B o t h  t h e s e  

p r a c t i s e s  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  more ' b u s i n e s s - l i k e '  a p p r o a c h  o f  

t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t .

D o c u m e n t a t i o n  T e c h n i q u e s :

S c a l e  m o d e l s  do n o t  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  much u s e d , i n  f a c t  I h a v e  o n l y  

f o u n d  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e i r  u s e .  Two m o d e l s ,  o n e  f o r  h i s  S . A .  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  d e s i g n  and t h e  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  H ouse  o f  A s s e m b l y  

d e s i g n ,  w e r e  e x h i b i t e d  by  M c D o u g a l 1 a t  t h e  F i n e  A r t s  E x h i b i t i o n  o f  

1 8 q ( 4 2 ) .  The t h i r d  model  was  t h a t  s u b m i t t e d  by F o r d  f o r  t h e  S . A .  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a nd  Museum c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  1 8 5 7 ^ ^ .  None o f  t h e s e  

h a s  s u r v i v e d .  The  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m o d e l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  

w e r e  f i r s t l y ,  t h a t  a l a r g e  amoun t  o f  s k i l l  and t i m e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

p r o d u c e  a n a t u r a l i s t i c  m o d e l ,  w h i c h  i s  w n a t  w o u l d  t h e n  h a v e  b e e n  

r e q u i r e d .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  t h i s  s k i l l  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  

Cape C o l o n y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  f o r  

a n y  b u t  t h e  l a r g e s t  b u i l d i n g s .  L a s t l y , a n d  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  Lne m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n ,  i s  t h a t  t n e  a e s t h e t i c s  o f  t h e  t i m e  w e r e  n o t  r e a l l y  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  a b s t r a c t  f o r m s  and c o r r e c t  m a s s i n g  o f  a b u i l d i n g  

b u t  r a t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  d e c o r a t i v e  r i c h n e s s ,  s o  

a p e r s p e c t i v e  wa s  b o t h  a c h e a p e r  and m o r e  e f f e c t - v e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

o f  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s .

The V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  

d r a i g h t s m a n s h i p  r e a c h e d  by  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  They  a r e  o f t e n  i n  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  wo r ks  o f  a r t  and w e r e  i n  many c a s e s  t r e a t e d  a s  s u c h ,  b e c o m i r g  

s o  i t  s e e m s ,  e n d s  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ^ ' . In  f a c t ,  it g o o d  number o f  

them w e r e  o f  a f a r  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  t h a n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h e y  p o r t r a y e d ,  

s o m e t h i n g  s t i l l  n o t  unknown.  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

upon p i c t o r i a l  o r  l i t e r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c a n  be t r a c e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s '  c l i e n t s  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  w e r e  l a y m e n  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  no k n o w l e d g e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .

F or  t he m a n a t u r a l i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  wa s  t h e  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  way o f  

s e l l i n g  them a d e s i g n .  I t  c a n  a l s o  be  s e e n  a s  a l o g i c a l  e x t e n s i o n  

o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  l o v e  o f  e l a b o r a t i o n  a nd  r i c h n e s s  t r a n s l a t e d  t h r o u g h



t h e  medi um o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n t o  a h i g h l y  t e c h n i c a l  and p o l i s h e d  

p r o d u c t .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  o o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  i n f  l e n c e  o f  t n e  

p e r i o d i c a l s  b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and l a y ,  m u s t  U v e  b e e n  a p o w e r f u l  

f o r c e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h i s  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  A g l a n c e  

a t  a l m o s t  a n y  v o l u m e  o f  t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  London News o f  t h e  t i m e  

w i l l  r e v e a l  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  r e p r e s ­

e n t e d  by  a p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h e s e  w e r e  a l w a y s  drawn by p r o f e s s i o n a l  

d e l i n e a t o r s  b u t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  a c t e d  a s  a g r e a t  s t i m u l u s  t o  a r c h i t e c t s  

t o  a t t e m p t  t o  e m u l a t e  t he m.

A number o f  p e r s p e c t i v e s  h a v e  s u r v i v e d ,  w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t he m by a r c h i t e c t s  p r a c t i s i n g  i n  V i c t o r i a n  

Cape Town.  T h e r e  i s ,  f i r s t l y ,  a p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  p r o p o s e d  A s s e m b l y  

Rooms f o r  Cape Town,  d a t e d  1 8 4 4 ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  i s  known o f  t h i s  

d e s i g n  s o  i t  m u s t  be  p r e s um e d t h a t  i t  i s  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  t h e  wor k o f  

an o v e r s e a s  a r c h i t e c t .  M cDo uga l l  e x h i b i t e d  a number o f  p e r s p e c t ­

i v e s  a t  t h e  F i n e  A r t s  E x h i b i t i o n  o f  1 8 5 1 ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  s u r v i v e s  i n  

t h e  S . A .  L i t  a r y .  T h e r e  i s  F r e e m a n ' s  f a m o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  h i s  

w i n n i n g  e n t r y  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  drawn i n  1 8 7 4 .

As w e l l  a s  t h i s ,  t h e r e  i s  h i s  a e r i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  S a l e s i a n  

C o n v e n t  i n  S o m e r s e t  R o a d ,  d a t e d  1 8 7 7 .  T h e s e  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  

a b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  L a t e r  on  t h e r e  a r e  

R a w s o m e ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  S . A .  I l l u s t r a t e d  News o f  1 8 8 4 - 1 8 8 5 .

In t h e  I S y O ' s  R e i d  and G r e e n ' s  c o m p e t i t i o n  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  C i t y  

H a l l ( ^ )  a n d S m i t h ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  M a n s i o n  H ouse  show t h e  

c o n t i n u e d  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h i s  medi um.

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  a number o f  c r i t i c s  v o i c e d  

c e r t a i n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  was  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  f a k i n g  

i n  p e r s p e c t i v e s A f t e r  t h i s ,  i t  b e c a me  t h e  p r a c t i c e  r e s -  

s t r i c t  t h e  ' g e t t i n g  up'  o f  d r a w i n g s  and p e r s p e c t i v e s .  T h i s  was  

o v n e  by r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  amount  o f  c o l o u r  t n a t  c o u l d  be  u s e d .  Tne  

r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  : o r  t h e  S . A .  Museum h e l d  i n  

1 8 9 2  c o n t a i n e d  s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s ^ 4 8 .̂

Sk e t c h  P l a n s :

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  d e s i g n  

had be c om e f o r m a l i s e d  i n t o  a s e t  o f  d r a w i n g s ,  d o n e  t o  a g i v e n  s c a l e .  

T h e s e  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a p l a n  o r  p l a n s ,  e l e v a t i o n s  and s e c t i o n s ;  

t h e  number o f  t h e s e  b e i n g  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  s i z e  and i m p o r t a n c e  o f



t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The p l a n s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  no*- e l a b o r a t e ^  m u c h , w i t h ,  

a t  t h e  m o s t ,  s u f f i c i e n t  d i m e n s i o n s  g i v e n  t o  show room s i z e s .  The  

e l e v a t i o n s  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  o f t e n  m e t i c u l o u s l y  drawn w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n ­

a l i s e d  sh ado w t r e a t m e n t  t o  show t h e  model  l i n o  o f  t h e  f a c a d e .

The V i c t o r i a n s  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u .  . J e d  w a t e r  c o l o u r i n g  

t o  t h e  p l a n s  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o d u c e  a more  and mo r e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  

s e t  o f  e l e v a t i o n s ,  o f t e n  o f  a s u p e r b l y  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  d r a u g h t s m a n ­

s h i p ^ 4 9 .̂ T h e s e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  f i n i s h e d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .

A m o n gs t  t h e  ‘ p r o f e s s i o n a l 1 a r c h i t e c t s  i n  Cape Town,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  a m a t t e r  o f  p r i d e  t o  p r - d u c e  g o o d  d r a w i n g s .  The s u r v i v ­

i n g  f r a g m e n t s  o f  K o h l e r ' s  d r a w i n g s  f o r  t h e  S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and  

Museum a r e  o f  a h i g h  s t a n d a r d F r e e m a n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  

t h e  m e t h o d  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  h i s  i m p o r t a n t  c l i e n t s  w i t h  3 bound  

f o l d e r  o f  s k e t c h  p l a n s .  T h e s e  w e r e  i n  p e n c i 1 o r  i n k  on a What man's  

t y p e  o f  p a p e r ,  w i t h  o n e  d r a w i n g  p e r  s h e e t ^  K

'hie Q u a n t i t y  S u r v e y o r :

The c h a n g e  t o  a lump sum c o n t r a c t  i s  h e l d  by o n e  a u t h o r i t y ^ ^ t o  be  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  q u a n t i t y  s u r v e y o r .  B i l l s  o f  

Q u a n t i t y  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  i n  E n g l a n d  by 1 8 3 0 ^ 5 3 \  T h e s e  

w e r e  o f t e n  p r o d u c e d  by  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  c l e r k .  The f i r s t  m e n t i o n  o f  

a B i l l  o f  Q u a n t i t i e s  i n  Cape Town t h a t  I h a v e  f o u n d  i s  t h e  o n e  

i n c l u d e d  i n  K o h l e r ' s  e n t r y  f o r  t h e  S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and Museum 

c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  18 5 7 .  T h i s  was a p o a i a n t l y  c h e c k e d  a nd f o u n d  t o  be  

c o r r e c t  by t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ' s  D e p a r t m e n t ' 5 4 ^, by w h i c h  i t  i s  

p r e s u m e d  t h a t  B i l l s  o f  Q u a n t i t y  w e r e  n o t  unknown i n  t h e  18 5 0 ' s .  

F u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  B i l l s  o f  Q u a n t i t y  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o u r t  c a s e  

o f  18 6 5 ,  q u o t e d  b e l o w ' ^ , f ro m w h i c h  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  

was w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  o f  an i n d e p e n d e n t  

Q u a n t i t y  S u r v e y o r  c omes  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  B i l l s  o f  Q u a n t i t y  

f o r  t h e  new G e n e r a l  P o s t  O f f i c e  i n  1 8 9 2 ( 5 6 ) . T h e s e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  

by S t e n t  o f  K i m b e r l e y .  He was n o t  p a i d  by t h e  G o v er nm e nt  f o r  them  

and s o  m u s t  h a v e  r e c o v e r e d  h i s  f e e  f r o m  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t e n d e r e r , a s  

was  t h e  c u s t o m .  H o w e v e r , S t e n t  a l s o  p r a c t i s e d  a s  an a r c h i t e c t .

he f i r s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  Q u a n t i t y  S u r v e y o r  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape Town 

was T.  B a b b s ,  who s e t  up i n  18 9 7  a s  p a r t  o f  Ba ke r  & M a s e y ' s  f i r m



b u t  w h o  u n d e r t o o k  o u t s i d e  w o r k .

Wor ki ng  D r a w i n g s :

I t  h a s  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d 1 5 ^  t h a t  t h e  s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  

d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e q u i r e d  m or °  a nd mor e  d e t a i  n s c r u c t i o n s  

f r om  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  f o r m o f  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  ana  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

C e r t a i n l y  a c o m p a r i s o n  o f  a number o f  s e t s  o f  s u c h  d r a w i n g s  d o n e  

o v e r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  Cape w i l l  r e v e a l  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  

q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  E a r l i e r  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  d i f f e r  v e r y  l i t t l e  f rom  

s k e t c h  p l a n s ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  s h o w i n g  w h a t  he  r e q u i r e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

t o  l o o k  l i k e ,  l e a v i n g  many o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  t o  t h e  b u i l d e r  o r  c r a f t s ­

man t o  wor k o u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e .  H o w e ' e r ,  

w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s c a l e  a nd  t e c h n i c a l  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  

i t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  g o o d  b u i l u i n g  p r a c t i c e  a l o n e  c o u l d  no 

l o n g e r  be  r e l i e d  upon t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  on s i t e  an d s o  more  and  

mor e o f  t h e s e  had t o  be s o l v e d  on t h e  d r a w i n g  b o a r d  f i r s t  and t r a n s ­

m i t t e d  t o  c h e  b u i l d e r  i n  t h e  f or m o f  d e t a i l  d r a w i n g s .  I t  i s  a l s o  

i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l  s h o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  r i s e  

t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e x t r a  d e t a i l  d r a w i n g s ,  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  avowe d  

a i m s  o f  t h e  move me nt  was  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .

A s e t  o f  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

p l a n ( s ) ,  e l e v a t i o n s ,  and a number o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e c t i o n s .  F or  

b i g  b u i l d i n g s  t h e s e  w e r e  u s u a l l y  p l a c e d  o n e  p e r  s h e e t .  T he y  w e r e  

a l l  dr a wn  t o  t h e  same s c a l e .  T h e s -  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  m e t i c u l o u s l y  

o r awn e v e n  r e p e t i t i v e  e  e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  w i n d o w s  b e i n g  o rawn i n  f u l l .  

S p e c i m e n  d i m e n s i o n s  w e r e  g i v e n  and a b a r  s c a l e  drawn o n  t h e  p l a n s .  

T h e - e  a c t e d  a s  t h e  k e y  d r a w i n g s  f rom w h i c h  t h e r e  o e v e l o p e d  w h a t ­

e v e r  d e t a i l  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  f e l t  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e s e  w e r e  n a t u r a l l y  t o  

a l a r g e r  s c a l e .

U n t i l  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t r a c i n g  p a p e r ,  d r a w i n g s  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  c o p i e d  

by t h e  e l a b o r a t e  m e t h o d o f  ‘ p r i c k i n g  t h r o u g h 1 . H er e  e a c h  j u n c t i o n  

and r a d i u s  p o i n t  was  p i e r c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a s t e r  d r a w i n g  o n t o  a 

b l a n k  s h e e t  u n d e r n e a t h ,  t h e s e  p o i n t s  w e r e  t h e n  u s e d  a s  g u i d e l i n e s  

f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  c o p y .  A c h e a p  f orm o f  s e m i - t r a n s p a r e n t  t r a c i n g  

p a p e r  w as  a v a i l a b l e  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 5 0 ' U J / . w h i l e  a more  

d u r a b l e  l i g h t  b l u e  t r a c i n g  p a p e r  was  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ‘ s .  A l l  

c o p i e s  had t h e r e f o r e  t o  be  t r a c e d  f rom a m a s t e r  d r a w i n g  w h i c h  was



g e n e r a l l y  on  l i n e n  o r  a l i n e n  b a c k e d  s m o o t h  What ma n' s  t y p e  p a p e r .  

The p r o c e s s  o f  p r o d u c i n g  o l u e p r i n t s  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  be c om e  

a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

On d r a w i n g s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c a l e s  w e r e  t h o s e  p r i n c i p a l l y  u s e d :

1$'  : 1 " ,  V  and 1' = 1" : f o r  d e t a i l s  and j o i n e r y

jFS j f S  and F u l l  S i z e  : f o r  l a r g e  d e t a i l s  s u c h  a s  p r o f i l e s .

O t h e r  o d d  s c a l e s  l i k e  3 0 '  = 1" f o r  b l o c k  p l a n s ,  1 2 '  = 1" f o r  p l a n s ,  

and 5 '  = 1" f o r  s e c t i o n s ,  w e r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u s e d  b u t  by t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  c e n t u r y ,  8 '  = 1" w i t h  i t s  v a r i o u s  s u b d i v i s i o n s  w as  t h e  m o s t  

c ommon ly  u s e d  s c a l e .

The S p e c i f i c a t i o n :

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t  r e l i e d  v e r y  h e a v i l y  on t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  

p r e f e r r i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  wh at  s e e m s  t o  us  t o d a y  t o  b e  a v e r y  s k e t c h y  

d r a w i n g ,  c o n t a i n i n g  l i t t l e  b e y o n d  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t o  

w h i c h  some c r u c i a l  d i m e n s i o n s  w e r e  a d d e d .  T h i s  was  f i l l e d  c u t  w i t h  

a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  o r d e r  

o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f r o m  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  v a r i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s  u n t i l  c o m p l e t i o n .  I t  was  a l s o  s e t  o u t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e s .  T h i s  was  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  

u n t i l  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  be came  t h e  r u l e ,  m o s t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  

b u i l t  p i e c e m e a l  by t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a d e s  u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  c o n t r a c t s ;  

t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  t a k s  had t o  b e  s e t  o u t  v e r y  c l e a r l y .

A t y p i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  1 8 5 8 ( o 0  ̂ h a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h e a d i n g s :  

E x c a v a t i o n  and L e v e l l i n g ,  f o u n d a t i o n s , w a l l s  o f  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e , 

c u t  s t o n e w o r k ,  ro r i n g ,  p l a s t e r i n g ,  c a r p e n t e r s  and j o i n e r s  w o r k ,  

p l u m b e r s  w o r k ,  s m i t h ' s  work and p a i n t i n g  wo rk .

C o m p e t i t i o n s :

Open o r  p u b l i c  c o m p e t i t i o n s  w e r e  known i n  F r a n c e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  

and i n  E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  c o m o e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e ­

b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  H o us e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r  i n  1 8 3 4  s e t  t h e  

f a s h i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  A s p a t e  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  and

2 0 ’ =  1 "  :

1 0 ' = 1 ", 8 ' = 1 " :

4 '  = 1" : 

2 '  = 1 "  :

f o r  B l o c k  P l a n s

f o r  p l a n s  and e l e v a t i o n s

f o r  s e c t i o n s  and s t r u c t u r a l  work

f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  s e c t i o n s  and d e t a i l s
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i t  b e c a m e  t h e  r e c o g n i s e d  way f o r  y o u n g  a nd unknown a r c h i t e c t s  t o  

a c h i e v e  a r e p u t a t i o n a l  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e s e  c o m p e t i t ­

i o n s  v.'=s t h e  c a u s e  o f  much c o n t r o v e r s y  and s c a n d a l  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  

f o l l o w e d .  In 1 8 3 8 ,  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s  

s e t  up a c o m m i t t e e  t o  d e v i s e  me ans  o f  e n s u r i n g  f a i r n e s s .  : h e i r  

p r i n c i p a l  s u g g e s t i o n  was  t h a t  c o m p e t e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i s e r s  s h o u l d  

be  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  was  a l m o s t  a l ­

w a y s  c o m p o s e d  o f  l a y m e n ,  on  t e c h n i c a l  m a t t e r s .

A f t e r  a s e r i e s  o f  d i s a s t r o u s  p u b l i c  c o m p e t i t i o n s , s u c h  a s  t h e  W h i t e ­

h a l l  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  1 8 5 6 ,  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  Museum o f  1 8 6 4  and  

t h e  Law C o u r t s  o f  1 8 6 6 ,  t h e  Royal  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s  

i s s u e d  a c o d e  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  o u r ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  t h e

d u t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i s e r .  T h e s e  w e r e :

a )  t o  a d v i s e  upon d e t a i l s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  ( b ;  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  

d e s i g n s  c o n f o r m e d ,  ( b )  t o  e x c l u d e  o t h e r s ,  ( d )  t o  a d v i s e  o n  t h e  

m e r i t s  o f  d e s i g n s ,  ( e )  t o  e x c l u d e  t h o s e  t h a t  e x c e e d e d  t h e  p r i c e  

l i m i t s  by 10%. The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Cape  

C o l o n y  w i l l  be  shown b e l o w .

B e f o r e  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s  s e em  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

u s e d  i n  t h e  Ca pe ;  n e i t h e r  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  n o r  t h e  l a c k  

o f  a r c h i t e c t s  was  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h i s  s y s t e m .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  

o f  t h e  f i f t i e s ,  and S i r  G e o r g e  G r e y ' s  e n l i g h t e n e d  g o v e r n o r s h i p ,

w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w .

The f i r s t  p u b l i c  c o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  was  t h a t  f o r  t h e  c o m b i n e d  S . A .  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and Museum. In t e r m s  o f  an a d v e r t i s e m e n t  p l a c e d  i n  

J u l y  1 8 5 7 ( 6 2 )  by t h e  J o i n t  B u i l d i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  i n ­

v i t e d  t o  s u b m i t  p l a n s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Museum 

and H a l l ,  a l l  t o  be c o m b i n e d  i n  o n e  b u i l d i n g .  The  c o s t  o  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  was  t o  be £ 7 , 5 0 0  and a premium o f  £ 1 5  was  o f f e r e d .  A n o n y ­

m i t y  v a s  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  F our  d e s i g n s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d ^  I  One a  model  

f o r  a h e x a g o n a l  b u i l d i n g  by F o rd  was  d i s m i s s e d  a s  a ' m e r e  f a n c i f u l  

d e s i g n ' , two more  by P e n k e t h  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e  

f i r s t  b e c a u s e  o f  c o s t ,  e s t i m a t e d  a t  £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  and u n d e s i r a b l e  d e s i g n  

f e a t u r e s ;  i t  was  ' G o t h i c ' .  The  s e c o n d  w„s  i n c o m p l e t e .  The l a s t  

d e s i g n ,  a ' G r e c i a n '  o n e  by K o h l e r  was  t h e  o n e  c h o s e n ,  . h e  r e a s o n s  

g i v e n  f o r  t h e  c h o i c e  w e r e :  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  d r a w i n g s , a c c e p t a b i l i t y  

o f  d e s i g n  a nd  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  e s t i m a t e .  The c o s t  w as  e s t i m a t e d  a t



8 7 .

£ 1 2 , 0 0 0  w i t h  p o r t i c o  a nd  £ 1 0 , 0 0 0  w i t h o u t .

How f a i r  t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  r e a l l y  was  i s  o p e n  t o  d o u b t .  As a s c h e m e  

by K o h l e r  i d e n t i c a l  i n  e v e r y  way t o  h i s  w i n n i n g  d e s i g n  had b e e n  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  a l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e

c o m p e t i t i o n .  The ' c o r r e c t n e s s 1 o f  h i s  e s t i m a t e  i s  a l s o  t o  be

d o u b t e d .  As i t  w a s ,  t h e  w i n n i n g  d e s i g n  had t o  be  t r im m ed  o f  i t s  

c e n t r a l  h a l l  and dome and s t i l l  c o s t  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0  by t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s

c o m p l e t i o n  i n  1 8 6 4 .  T h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t  a nd c o n t r o l  c o s t

was t o  b e d e v i l  m o s t  f u t u r e  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  n o t e d  

t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  was  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  a p p r o v a l .  I t  was  

o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  w i n n i n g  d e s i g n  was  s e l e c t e d  t h a t  a member o f  t h e  

Royal  E n g i n e e r s  was  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  t o  a c t  a s  

a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i s o r .

The n e x t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  w as  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  l a t e  A u g u s t  

1 8 5 8 ^ ) .  T h i s  c a l l e d  f o r  d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l  

w h i c h  w a s  t o  be  s i t u a t e d  on G re en  P o i n t  common.  A premium o f  £ 5 0  

was o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  b e s t  d e s i g n .  O n l y  t wo  o f  t h e  p l a n s  s u b m i t t e d  

w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  w o r t h y  o f  p e r u s a l  and b o t h  oi  t h e s e  w e r e  r e j e c t e u  

on p o i n t s  o f  d e s i g n ^ 6 5 ) .  In t h e  e v e n t  t h e  premium was  s p l i t  and  

£30  a w a r d e d  t o  ' C a v a l r y  O f f i c e r '  ( K o h l e r )  and £ 2 0  t o  Woodf ord  

P i l k i n g t o n  ( h i s  c i p h e r  was  a d r a g o n ) .  T h i s  u s e  o f  ' n o m - d e -  

p l u m e s '  and c i p h e r s  was  t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  a t  a n o n y m i t y .  A g a i n  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  was  c o m p o s e d  e n t i r e l y  o f  l a y m e n ,  w i t h  no p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a d v i s o r ,  a l t h o u g h  C a p t a i n  T i l l e y ,  R . E . ,  m i g h t  w e l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  

o n e  i n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  E v e n t u a l l y  a c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

b u i l d i n g ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  h o s p i t a l ,  was  

b u i l t  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  S c o t t - T u c k e r , t h e  C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r .

The  t h i r d  m a j o r  c o m p e t i t i o n  was  t h a t  f o r  a s u i t a b l e  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  

Cape P a r l i a m e n t .  T h i s  was  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  March 1 8 6 0 ' °  The s i t e  

g i v e n  was  C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  a nd a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  

b o t h  t h e  H o u s e s  was  t o  be  p r o v i d e d  f o r  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  The premiums  

o f f e r e d  w e r e  £ 1 0 0  f o r  t h e  w i n n i n g  d e s i g n  and £ 3 0  f o r  t h e  r u n n e r - u p .  

A g a i n  no d e s i g n  met  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h i s  t i m e  c h i e f l y  b e c a u s e  o f  

c o s t ( 6 7 ) . Of t h e  two c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  t h e  b e s t ,  t h e  1 G o t h i c  o n e  

was  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o s t  £ 9 2 , 0 0 0  and t h e  ' G r e c i a n '  o n e ,  a t  l e a s t  

£ 6 4 , 5 0 0 .  Read was  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  and a l t h o u g h  o n l y  t h e  

n o m - d e - p l u m e '  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  i s  g i v e n ,  i t  was  p r o b a b l y  t h e  C o l o n i a l



E n g i n e e r ' s  e n t r y  p r e p a r e d  by Welchman and H a y w a r d . The premium  

was s p l i t  b e t w e e n  them and a l t h o u g h  d i s p l a y e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  n e v e r  

u s e d .

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  a number o f  s m a l l e r  c o m p e t i t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d ,  

two i n  1 8 6 1 .  The f i r s t  was f o r  t h e  Mut ual  L i f e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  

D a r l i n g  S t r e e t ^ 9 ' .  Premiums o f  £ 5 0  a nd £ 2 5  w e r e  u s u a l . T h i s  

c o m p e t i t i o n  was won and b u i l t  by B i s s e t .  The  o t h e r  w as  f o r  t h e  

new S a i l o r s '  Home,  w h i c h  Welchman wo n .  A n o t h e r  m y s t e r i o u s  c o m p e t i t ­

i o n  was  t h a t  f o r  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Co mme rc ia l  E x c h a n g e .  The  

premium was  £ 2 5  b u t  n o t h i n g  came o f  t h i s ' - 7'3 ' .

C o m p e t i t i o n s  f o r  b u i l d i n g s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  two c o l o n i e s  w e r e  a l s o  

a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  i . e .  t h a t  f o r  t h e  New C o l l e g i a t e  

S c h o o l  i n  P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g  i n  1 8 6 1 ' 7 ^  and s o m e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  new 

c h u r c h  a t  O a t l a n d s ,  G ra h a m s t o w n ,  w e r e  won by  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s ,  i n  

t h i s  c a s e  Welchman and Read i n  1 8 6 7 ^ ' .

The c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  new House; ,  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  h e l d  i n  1 8 7 4  and  

t h e  r e s u l t i n g  i m b r o g l i o  p r o v i d e s  some f a s c i n a t i n g  g l i m p s e s  i n t o  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a nd b u i l d i n g  w o r l d s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

1 8 7 0 *s b u t  f o r  p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e s  we w i l l  c o n f i n e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  

a c t u a l  c o m p e t i t i o n .

The c o m p e t i t i o n  was  g i v e n  w i d e  p u b l i c i t y  b o t h  T o t a l l y  a nd  i n  E n g l a n d  

i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c e i v e  a s  many e n t r i e s  a s  p o s s i b l e ^ 7 ^ .  Handsome  

pr emi ums  w e r e  o f f e r e d .  A s c h e d u l e  o f  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  wa s  g i v e n  and  

c o s t  l i m i t  o f  £ 3 5 , 0 0 0  was  s e t .  F o r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  o v e r s e a s  a r c h i ­

t e c t s ,  20% was  t o  be  a d d e d  t o  London p r i c e s  f o r  London c a n d i d a t e s .

S e v e n  e n t r i e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  f r o m  o v e r s e a s .  The f i r s t  

premium was  a wa r d e d  t o  ' S p e s  B o n a 1 .

The e n t r y  p l a c e d  f i r s t  was t h a t  o f  F r e e m a n ,  t h e n  e m p l o y e d  by t h e  

P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e c .  H i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  £ 4 9 , 8 3 5 ,  was  c h e c k e d  and  

c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  D e r t m e n t .  In m i d - l b 7 5 he  was  a p p o i n t e d  r e s i d e n t  

a r c h i t e c t ,  w o r k i n g  :-a v i n g  a l r e a d y  be g un  or, t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  h i s  

d e s i g n .  The s u b s e q u e n t  f v c c o ,  c h i e f l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  

c o s t s ,  w h i c h  l e d  t o  h i s  d i s m i s s a l ,  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  e l s e w h e r e ' ' 4 ^, b u t  

s u f f i c e  i t  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  h a v i n g  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s e s s o r



i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  R o b i n s o n ,  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  W o r k s ,  a s  a member  

o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  b o t h  h i s  and h i s  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  e x p e r i  

e n c e  was  n o t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n ' ' ' 5 ' and t h a t  b e a r i n g  i n  mi nd t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  I 8 6 0  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o m m i t t e e  was  

d e l u d i n g  i t s e l f  i n  h o p i n g  t o  a c q u i r e  a s u i t a b l e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  £ 5 9 , 0 0 0 .  

F r e e m a n ' s  d e s i g n  was  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o s t  £ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 '  6 The  p r e s  

b u i l d i n g ,  o p e n e d  i n  1 8 8 5  c o s t  £ 2 2 0 , 0 0 0 ^  ^ '.

A f t e r  t h i s ,  and p r o b a b l y  a s  a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no  p u b l i c  

c o m p e t i t i o n s  u n t i l  1 8 9 2  when t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  New S . A .  Museum 

was  h e l d .  In t h i s  i n s t a n c e  i t  was  d e c i d e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  

t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s e s s o r ,  H. G r e a v e s ,  

t h e  C o l o n i a l  A r c h i t e c t .  H i s  d u t i e s  w e r e  s e t  o u t  a s  f o l l o w s ^ 7 8 ) : He

was  t o  ' ( a )  draw up p a r t i c u l a r s  an d a d v i s e  g e n e r a l l y ,  ( b )  t o  s e l e c t  

d e s i g n s  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  ( c )  t o  r e j e c t  a l l  o t h e r s ,  ( d )  t o  

a d v i s e  c h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  t o  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n ' .

From t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a g i t a t i o n  

by t h e  R o ya l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s  f o r  i m p a r t i a l  c o m p e t i t ­

i o n s  a s  i n s t a n c e d  by t h e  i s s u i n g  o f  a s e t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  

( r e v i s e d  i n  1 8 8 3 ) ^ 9 ' was  n o t  w i t h o u t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s .

The i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  c o m p e t i t o r s  w e r e  i s s u e d  a s  a l e a f l e t  and w e r e  

v e r y  d e t a i l e d ,  s e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  s i t e ,  c o s t  ( £ 1 8 , 0 0 0 ) ,  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

f u r t h e r  e x t e n s i o n ,  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  r e q u i r e d ,  l i s t  o f  

d r a w i n g s  r e q u i r e d  ( o n l y  o n e  p e r s p e c t i v e ) ,  t h e  f i n i s h  o f  t h e  d r a w i n g s  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  r . t i o n  and f i n a l l y  l i g h t i n g .  No 

m o t t o  o r  means  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was  t o  be  a l l o w e d  on d r a w i n g s .  

P re miums  o f  £ 2 0 0 ,  £ 1 0 0  and £ 5 0  w e r e  t o  be  p a i d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

d e s i g n s .  The s t r i n g e n c y  o f  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  was  i n  marked c o n ­

t r a s t  t o  t h e  l a x n e s s  o f  t h o s e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  The  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  wa s  t h a t  J . E .  V i x s e b o x s e ,  and W a n t i n g  

o f  B l o e m f o n t e i n ,  w e r e  p l a c e d  f i r s t  and t h e i r  d e s i g n  b u i l t .

The n e x t  b i g  c o m p e t i t i o n  was  h e l d  i n  1 8 9 4 ,  t h i s  f o r  t n e  new Cape  

Town C i t y  H a l l .  Premiums o f  £ 2 0 0 ,  £ 1 0 0  and £ 5 0  w e r e  o f f e r e d .  The  

c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  a g a i n  v e r y  c o m p l e t e .  G r e a v e s  a l s o  a c t e d  a s  t h e  

a s s e s s o r  h e r e .  H i s  b r i e f  was t o  a s c e r t a i n  f i r s t l y  w h i c h  e n t r i e s  

c o n f o r m e d  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n s , s e c o n d l y  w h a t  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  

t h e  d e s i g n s  w e r e  and l a s t l y  w h e t h e r  t h e  c o s t  wo u l d  be  u n d e r  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  

t h e  c o s t  l i m i t - 8 ^ .  1 6 8  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  w h i c h  i t s e l f  i s  a
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s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t i o n  b o t h  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o ­

f e s s i o n  and t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  The w i n n e r s  w e r e  R e i d

a n d G re en  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  S e c o n d  was  V i x s e b o x s e  o f  Ca pe  Town and  

t h i r d  w e r e  Emery and S c o t t  o f  P r e t o r i a .

At  l e a s t  o n e  l i m i t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

e x i s t s ,  was  h e l d  i n  1 8 9 0 ^  K T h i s  was f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  New 

O pe ra  Ho use  on a s i t e  on t h e  Grand P a r a d e .  I n v i t a t i o n s  w e r e  

p r i v a t e l y  i s s u e d  t o  t h r e e  a r c h i t e c t s ,  A l e x a n d e r ,  F re ema n and Ransome  

t o  s u b m i t  d e s i g n s ,  w h i c h  a l l  t h r e e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  d o n e .  A l e x a n d e r  

w a s  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  o n e  a s  h i s  d e s i g n  was  a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 3 .

No pr emi ums  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  s o  i t  i s  o r e s u m e d  t h a t  n o n e  w e r e  a w ar d ed  

a nd t h a t  t n e  w i n n e r  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  h i s  normal  f e e s ,  t h e  o t h e r s  

n o t h i n g .

I t  w o u l d  a l s o  s e e m t o  h a v e  b e e n  an e s t a b l i s h e d  c u s t o m  f r o m a t  l e a s t  

t h e  I 8 6 0 ' s ,  f o r  a go od  number o f  D u t c h  Re f o r m e d Church b u i l d i n g  

c o m m i t t e e s  t o  i n v i t e  e i t h e r  p u b l i c a l l y ,  by m e a ns  o f  n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t ­

i s e m e n t s ^ ^  , o r  p r i v a t e l y ^ ) , a r c h i t e c t s  t o  s u b m i t  s k e t c h  p l a n s ,  

p r e s u m a b l y  on ' s p e c 1. From t h e s e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c h o s e  t h e  o n e  t h a t  

s u i t e d  them b e s t  and t h e n  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t h a t  a r c h i t e c t .

I t  was  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a l i m i t e o  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  a r i s e  o u t  o f  t h e  

c u s t o m  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  s e n d i n g  u n s o l i c i t e d  p l a n s  t o  t h o s e  b o d i e s  o r  

f i r m s  t h e y  knew t o  be c o n t e m p l a t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  The H a rb o ur  Board  

B u i l d i n g  i n  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  i s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h i s .  H e r e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ' s  own e n g i n e e r ' s  s c he m e  

known p r i v a t e l y ,  c a u s e d  a f i r m  o f  a r c h i t e c t s ,  Welchman and R e ad ,  

t o  s e n d  i n  a d e s i g n  o f  t h e i r  o w n ( ^ . F i n a l l y  a number o f  d e s i g n s ,  

a l l  w i t h  b u i l d e r ' s  t e n d e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  a r c h i t e c t s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B o a r d ' s  e n g i n e e r ,  w e r e  l a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  wh o ,  

n o t  u n n a t u r a l l y ,  c h o s e  t h e  c h e a p e s t .  No pr emi ums  a r e  m e n t i o n e d .

T h i s  p r a c t i c e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  d i e d  away w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i sm  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  R . I . B . A .  me mb er s .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n s ;

As t h e  Royal  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s  i s  t h e  mode l  upon w h i c h  

a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d i e s  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  w o r l d  h a v e  

b e e n  b a s e d  and t o  w h i c h  m o s t  h a v e  b e e n  a l l i e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  o u t  o f  p l a c e  

h e r e  t o  b r i e f l y  s u m m a r i s e  i t s  b e g i n n i n g s



9 1 .

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t  i n  B r i t a i n  was g e n e r a l l y  a t  a v e r y  l o w  e b b ;  t h i s  had 

come a b o u t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  many a r c h i t e c t s  a l s o  p r a c t i s i n g  a s  b u i l d ­

e r s  a nd  t r a d e s m e n .  T h i s  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  h a d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  d e b a r r e d  

t he m f ro m h a v i n g  a ny  c l a i m  t o  i m p a r t i a l i t y  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

p r o c e s s ^ ) .  To c o u n t e r a c t  t h i s  a nd r e s t o r e  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n ,  i t  be ca me  a p p a r e n t  t o  some a r c h i t e c t s  t h a t  o n l y  a 

s t r o n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  s t a n d a r d i s e d  t h e  c o . J u c t  and u p h e l d  t h e  

i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  w o u l d  s a v e  t h e  c o n f u s e d  s i t u a t i o n  

V a r i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  f o r m e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ' s ,  

c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s  

i n  1 8 3 4 .  One o f  t h e  a i m s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  was  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  ' a  u n i f o r m i t y  and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  o f  p r a c t i c e  i n  ’. h e  p r o f e s s i o n '  \

T h i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  be come  i t s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k .

The f i r s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  w e r e  a i m e d  a t  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  

' T r a d e '  c o n t a c t s .  To t h i s  e nd  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t ,  v a l u a t i o n  o r  e s t i m ­

a t i o n  o f  a l l  b u i l d i n g s ,  e x c e p t  t h o s e  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  member  c o n c e r n e d ,  

w e r e  f o r b i d d e n .  S e c o n d l y ,  no member was a l l o w e d  t o  r e c e i v e  p e c u n i a r y  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f rom a n y  b u i l d e r  o r  t r a d e s m a n  e m p l o y e d  o n  a n y  o f  h i s  

b u i l d i n g s .  L a s t l y ,  no member was a l l o w e d  t o  h a v e  a n y  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  t r a d e  o r  s u p p l y  o f  m a t e r i a l s  t o  a b u i l d i n g  upon w h i c h  he  was  

e n g a g e d .

The I n s t i t u t e  g r e w  r a p i d l y  i n  nu mbe rs  and p r e s t i g e ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  

i t s  g r a n t  o f  a Roy al  C h a r t e r  od I n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1 8 3 7 .  I n  18 66  i t  

w as  e n t i t l e d  t o  be  c a l l e d  t h e  Royal  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i c i s h  A r c h i t e c t s .

The i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  i t  a c q u i r e d  w i t h  t h i s  t i t l e  a l l o w e d  i t  t o  be come  

t h e  p r e - e m i n e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  bod y i n  B r i t a i n  and t h e  E m p i r e .  

C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ,  m e m b e r s h i p  c o n f e r r e d  g r e a t  s t a t u s  on i n d i v i d u a l  

a r c h i t e c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  l a y  p u b l i c .  In t h e  

d e c a d e s  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  Royal  I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  

A r c h i t e c t s  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  by a l l y i n g  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  

s m a l l e r  a nd p r o v i n c i a l  b o d i e s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  a b s o r b i n g  t h e m ' ^ ' ; . I t  

a l s o  s e t  o u t  t o  c o d i f y  f e e s  ( 1 8 7 2 )  a nd a l l  a s p e c t s  a f f e c t i n g  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f a v o u r i t e ,  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n .  To a c h i e v e  t h e s e  e n d s , a s e r i e s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  

h e l d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s and 1 8 8 0 ' s .

I t  w a s  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  a i m s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s



o f  a r c h i t e c t s  by r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  b i l l  i n t o  p a r l i a m e n t  was i n  1 8 8 6 ^ 8 9 .̂ H o w e v e r ,  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  was  o n l y  f i n a l l y  a c h i e v e d  i n  1 9 3 1 .

I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  r i s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i s m t h a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  t h e  Cape  

C o l o n y  s h o u l d  be  v i e w e d .

A l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h -  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d i e s  

i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  e m p i r e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  V i c t o r i a n  

A r c h i t e c t s  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  t n e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  for m a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n ­

i s a t i o n  f o r  a r c h i t e c t s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 8 4 ^9 0 ^, w h en ,  

a f t e r  a s e r i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s ,  i t  w a s d e c i d e d  t o  form a c o m b i n e d  a s s o ­

c i a t i o n  e n t i t l e d ,  ' The  E n g i n e e r s  and A r c h i t e c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

S o u t h  A f r i c a ' .  I t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  was  t o  be  Cape Town and i t  had 

n i n e  f o u n d a t i o n  m e m b e r s^91K T h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h o s e  t h e n  p r a c t i s i n g  a s  a r c h i t e c t s  and e n g i n e e r s  i n  Capa Town^92  

Wi th t h e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  F r e e m a n ,  t h e y  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  

l e a d i n g  members  o f  t h e  two p r o f e s s i o n s .  T h i s  a l l i a n c e  o f  e n g i n e e r s  

and a r c h i t e c t s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t i e  v e r y  s m a l l  

n umbe rs  o f  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n s  and t h e  v e r y  common c o m b i n a  : i o n  o f  

b o t h  s k i l l s  i n  o n e  p e r s o n ,  m o s t  a r c h i t e c t s  p r a c t i s i n g  a s  c i v i l  

e n g i n e e r s  and v i c e  v e r s a .  T h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  maximum 

s u - * i v a l  r a t e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  i n  t h e  h a z a r d o u s  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  

t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

A t t e m p t s  w e r e  made t o  g a i n  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i t i o n  and i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  
f 9 3 )

b u t  w i t h  no  s u c c e s s ; The a s s o c i a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  d w i n d l e d

by 1 8 8 6 ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e c e s s i o n  a nd t h e  g o l d  boom o f  t h e  

T r a n s v a a l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a t t e m p t  t o  f or m a p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  b o d y , i t  w o u l d  be a s  w e l l  t o  e x a m i n e  i t s  a i m s  and b y e -  

l a w s  i n  some d e t a i l ,

I t s  s t a t e d  o b j e c t  w a s , ' F o r  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  p r o m o t i o n  and  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h a t  s p e c i e s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  p r o ­

f e s s i o n  o f  a c i v i l  and m e c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r  o r  a r c h i t e c t  and f o r  t h e  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  p r a c t i c e ' ^ 9 4 T h i s  l a s t  p h r a s e  i s  

t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w .  The m o st  o b v i o u s  model  

f o r  t h e s e  a r e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A . ,  w h o s e  f o u n d a t i o n  a i m s  h a v e  

b e e n  q u o t e d  a b o v e .  T h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  no a c c i d e n t  a s  f i v e  o f  t h e



f o u n d i n g  members  w e r e  a l s o  members  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A . T h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s e t t i n g  up and p r o c e d u r a l  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

a d m i s s i o n  t o  m e m b e r s h i p .

The d e c l a r a t i o n  s i g n e d  by a member r e q u i r e d  him t o  s t a t e ,  f i r s t l y ,  

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d ,  s e c o n d l y ,  t o  p r o m i s e  n o t  t o  

p a r t a k e  i n  t h e  ' t r a d e '  i n  a n y  f o r m .  " h i s  i s  s e t  o u t  a l m o s t  word  

f o r  word l i k e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  R . I . B . A .  r e g u l a t i o n s  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  i s  

u n d o u b t e d l y  c o p i e d ,  " t  a l s o  s e t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  minimum f e e s  c h a r g e d  

w e r e  t o  be  t h o s e  a s  s e t  f o r t h  by t h e  R . I . B . A .  P e n a l t y  f o r  u n p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  was  e x p u l s i o n  ( R u l e  1 3 ) .  What i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t ­

i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  ( E . A . A . )  w e r e  n o t  t o  be  

u s e d  by t h e  m e m b e r s .

The n e x t  a t t e m p t  t o  form a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d y  was  n o t  i n  t h e  Cape  

b u t  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g  i n  1 8 9 2 ,  w h e r e  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  

A r c h i t e c t s  and E n g i n e e r s  was  f o r m e d .  T h i s  was  a f a i r l y  n a t u r a l  

o c c u r r e n c e  w h e r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l a r g e  n umbe rs  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  and  

e n g i n e e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  some  f o r m e r  members , ,  o f  t h e  E . A . A . ,  had b e e n  

a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  g o l d  boom. H o w e v e r ,  

i t s  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  d o e s  n o t  c o n c e r n  u s  h e r e .

The  n e x t  a nd m o s t  l a s t i n g  a t t e m p t  was  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1 8 9 9  o f  w h a t  

l a t e r  b e c a me  t h e  Cape I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t s ^ .  F o u r t e e n  

a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  m e e t i n g .  I t  s h o u l d  be  

n o t e d  t h a t ,  by t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n  o b v i o u s l y  

f e l t  d i s t i n c t  e n o ug h and s e c u r e  e n o u g h  n o t  t o  ne<.d a n y  a l l i a n c e  

w i t h  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s .

A t  a s u b s e q u e n t  m e e t i n g ,  t w e l v e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ^9 , 1 w e r e  l a i d  b e f o r e  

t h e  s o c i e t y .  F i r s t l y ,  i t  was  t o  be  known a s  The A f r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  

A r c h i t e c t s .  The s e c o n d  p o i n t  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  s  

i n i t i a l s  by members;  t h e  t h i r d  was  t h a t  t h e  s o c i e t y  be  c o s m o p o l i t a n  

( t h i s  p r e s u m a b l y  m e a n t  t h a t  m e m b e r s h i p  was  t o  e x t e n d  a l l  o v e r  

S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a ) .  The f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  

m e m b e r s h i p ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e c o r d  and p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  work w e r e  t o  

be s u b m i t t e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  some s t a n d a r d  o f  

c o m p e t e n c e  was  r e q u i r e d .  The f i f t h  p o i n t  c o n c e r n e d  an u n d e r t a k i n g  

t h a t  member s  w e r e  t o  g i v e ,  u n d e r  o a t h ,  n o t  t o  t a k e  a ny  ' i l l i c i t



( i n  p e n c i l  on o r i g i n a l )  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h a t  t h e  R . I . B . A .  s c a l e  o f  

c h a r g e s  and memorandum o f  a g r e e m e n t  was  t o  be  a c c e p t e d  a s  a w o r k i n g  

b a s i s  was  t h e  s i x t h  p o i n t .  The s e v e n t h  p o i n t ,  and p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  was  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  wo u l d  

be  t o  p r o m o t e  a b i l l  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  ' o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n  and p r o t e c t  q u a l i f i e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ' . The e i g h t h  was  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s e e k i n g  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  R . I . B . A .  The  n i n t h  

>as o n  a r b i t r a t i o n ,  t h e  t e n t h  on t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a c h a i r m a n ,  w h i l e  

t h e  e l e v e n t h  was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  p u b l i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

c o m p e t i t i o n s .  The l a s t  p o i n t  s o u g h t  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  s o c i e t y  by  

a s k i n g  a f u r t h e r  s e v e n  l e a d i n g  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  j o i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .

T h e s e  p o i n t s  a r e  a g o od  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  p r o ­

f e s s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e .

H o w e v e r ,  l a r g e r  e v e n t s  ( t h i s  t i m e  t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  W ar ) ,  i n t e r v e n e d  

and c a u s e d  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  I t  w as  r e ­

s t a r t e d  on 3 0 t h  D e ce mbe r  1901 w i t h  e i g h t  f o u n d e r  me mb er s ^9 8 and  

wa s  s t i l l  known a s  t h e  ' S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t s ' .  In  

1 9 0 2 ,  i t  was  e n l a r g e d  by i n v i t i n g  f o u r t e e n  mor e  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  j o i n .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  name was c h a n g e d  and t h e  Cape I n s t i t u t e  o f  

A r c h i t e c t s  was  f i n a l l y  f o r m e d .  The o r i g i n a l  a i m  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  

by A c t  o f  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  P a r l i a m e n t  was  n e v e r  a c h i e v e d  a s  t h i s  

o n l y  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1 9 2 7  w i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  A c t  N o . 1 8 .  In t h i s  

a s p e c t  b o t h  t h e  N a t a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t s  ( f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 0 1 )  and 

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T r a n s v a a l  A r c h i t e c t s  ( f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 0 9 )  w e r e  more  

f o r t u n a t e , b o t h  b e i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e d  by t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p a r l i a m e n t s  

i n  1 9 0 9  r e s p e c t i v e l y ^ 9 9 ) .  The Cape I n s t i t u t e  be c ame  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  

t h e  R . I . B . A .  i n  1 9 0 7 .

F e e s :

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  f e e  c h a r g e d  by a r c h i t e c t s  

was  5% o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  f i g u r e .  As e a r l y  a s  1 7 7 6 ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a 

d o c u m e n t e d  c a s e  o f  5% b e i n g  t h e  a c c e p t e d  f e e  i n  E n g l a n d ^ 1 0 0 ) .  

Numerous  i n s t a n c e s  c a n  be q u o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  a s  s t a n d a r d  f e e ,  

s t a r t i n g  w i t h  e n t r i e s  1 n t h e  S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l ' s c a s h  book f o r  t h e  

y e a r  18 3 4  l(' i ; . 5% was a l s o  t h e  f e e  f o r  S t .  J o h n ' s  Long S t r e e t '

In t h e  l e t t e r  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  w r i t t e n  by t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  

t h e  S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and Museum i n  O c t o b e r  18 5 7 ,  t h e  ‘ c u s t o m a r y ’ 

5% i s  m e n t i o n e d .



T h a t  t h i s  had som= l e g a l  s t a t u s  i s  c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  c a s e  o f  Tuppen  

and S t o n e s t r e e t  v e r s u s  P i e t e r s e n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  E s t a t e  and Orphan  

Company.  As r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Cape  Ar g us  i n  1 8 6 5 ^ 0 3 ' ,  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  

a r c h i t e c t s  and s u r v e y o r s ,  c l a i m e d  £ 2 6 4 , 1 9 , 0 .  f rom t h e  d e f e n d e n t s  f o r  

t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a e s i g n s  and w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  f o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  

t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  p r e m i s e s .  T h e s e  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  n o t  u s e d  b u t  s e e m e d  t o  

h a v e  f o rm ed  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  J u d g e m e n t  was  g i v e n  

f o r  Tuppen and S t o n e s t r e e t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  _,f t h e  52  f e e s  c l a i m e d .  

S e v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  e x a m i n e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  t o  c h a r g e s  made by  

a r c h i t e c t s ,  s o  i t  m u s t  b e  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  j u d g e  s a t i s f i e d  h i m s e l f  

a s  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  f e e s .  From t h i s  c a s e  we a l s o  l e a r n  

t h a t  i t  was  c u s t o m a r y  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t e n d e r e r  t o  p ay  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

s u r v e y o r  h i s  f e e  o f  2&% f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  B i l l s  o f  Q u a n t i t y .

In B r i t a i n  t h i s  f e e  was

The 5% f e e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l  i n  t h e  E n g V ' s h -  

s p e a k i n g  w o r l d ^ ' 0 5 / . T h i s  f e e  was  c o d i f i e d  i n  t h e  R . I . B . A .  s c a l e  

o f  c h a r g e s  i n  1 8 7 2 ^ 0 6 .̂

The f e e  was  an a l l - i n c l u s i v e  c h a r g e  a s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  

t o  K o h l e r  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  i t  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  he  was t o  be  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a l l  d r a w i n g s  r e q u i r e d  and t h a t  

he  w as  a l s o  t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  a nd q u a l i t y  o f  

i l l  b u i l d i n g  w o r k ,  a l l  t h i s  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  T h i s  

we c a n  a s s u m e  t o  be t h e  normal  p r a c t i c e .  Even w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

number o f  d e t a i l  d r a w i n g s  r e q u i r e d  a s  b u i l d i n g s  be c am e l a r g e r  and  

mor e c o m p l e x ,  t h e  5% f e e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  norm v e i l  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y ^ 1 0 7 ) .

The Formal  R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  C l i e n t :

T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  s u r v i v i n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  t o  

e n a b l e  a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

p r a c t i c e  t o  be  g i v e n .  H o w e v e r ,  two i t e m s  g i v e  a r e a s o n a b l y  c l e a r  

i d e a  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  dur- 'ng t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .

The f i r s t  i s  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 5 5  f rom t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  

t h e  new C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church i n  C a l e d o n  S q u a r e 1 0 8 ^. T h i s  was  a 

r e p l y  t o  K o h l e r ,  t h e  a r c n i t e c t ,  t o  h i s  l e t t e r  o f f e r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e s  

and s t a t i n g  h i s  t e r m s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  and e m o l u m e n t s .  The  c o m m i t t e e
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o b v i o u s l y  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  t o  f o r m a l i s e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f i r s t l y  by 

a p p o i n t i n g  him a s  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t ,  and s e c o n d l y  t o  a g r e e  t o  h i s  

t  r ms .

The s e c o n d  i t e m  i s  a l s o  a l e t t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  

w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  same  K o h l e r  by t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  S . A .

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and Museum i n  1 8 5 8 .  T h i s  l e t t e r  wa s  w r i t t e n  

e x p r e s s l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o f f e r i n g  nim t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  I t  s e t s  

o u t  b o t n  t h e  f e e s  t o  be p a i d  t o  him and h i s  d u t i e s .  B r i e f l y ,  t h e s e  

a r < :  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  d r a w i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  and t o  s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  b e i n g  a n s w e r a b l e  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  

b o t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  and t h e  w o r k m a n s h i p .

We c a n  i n f e r  f r om  t h e s e  i t e m s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  f r om t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y  on i t  w as  c u s t o m a r y  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o r  h i s  c l i e n t  t o  

c o n f i r m  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  and t e r m s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  

on l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s .

R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  B u i l d i n g  T r a d e :

As h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t  i n  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  Cape Town was n o t  an e x c l u s i v e  o n e  

and t h a t  f o r  e c o n o m i c  r e a s o n s  t h e  same p e r s o n  had t o  o f f e r  a s  many  

a l l i e d  s k i l l s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  u n n a t u r a l  t o  f i n d  

t h a t  a r c h i t e c t s  a l s o  a c t e d  a s  c o n t r a c t o r s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  I t  d o e s  

n o t  s e e m  t h a t  S k i r r o w  a c t e d  a s  a b u i l d e r ,  a s  l a n d  s u r v e y i n g  was h i s  

s e c o n d  s t r i n g .  From s u n d r y  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o u r c e s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

P e n k e t h  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  b o t h  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  an a r c h i t e c t  

and a s  a c o n t r a c t o r .  B u i l d i n g s  he  i s  known t o  h a v e  d e s i g n e d  and 

b u i l t  a r e  San M a r t i n i  C h u r c h ,  and S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Long S t r e e t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  

i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  C a l v e r t .  A g a i n  i t  i s  a l s o  t o  be  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  

he a nd  C a l v e r t  w e r e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t - b u i l d e r s  o f  T a u n t o n  H o u s e ;  he  

a l s o  a c t e d  a s  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  

i n  1 8 5 2 .  In h i s  c a p a c i t y  o f  c o n t r a c t o r ,  he  t e n d e r e d  f o r  and was  

a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  b o t h  t h e  R o e ! a n d  S t r e e t  and P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  

G a o l s ' ^ ' .  He a l s o  c o m p l e t e d  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  c .  1 8 5 4 .  H i s  

name i s  a m o n g s t  t h e  t e n d e r e r s  f o r  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church i n  1 8 5 4 -  

1 8 5 7 ,  w h e r e  he  s e e m s  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  h a v e  o u s t e d  K o h l e r  a s  a r c h i t e c t ^ 1 0 ' .  

P e n k e t h  a l s o  a c t e d  a s  s u p p l i e r  t o  t h e  T r a d e  on o c c a s i o n ^  ' .

The o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  1 8 5 0 ‘ s -  K o h l e r ,  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e
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a c t e d  a s  a b u i l d e r  e x c e p t  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  b u t  he  was  p r e c l u d e d  

from t h i s  a f t e r  h i s  b a n k r u p t c y  i n  1 8 5 4 .

None  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  who w e r e  i n  p r a c t i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  i 8 6 0  s  s ee m  

t o  h a v e  a c t e d  a s  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  o t h e r  r o u g h  and  

r e a d y  t a c t i c s .  T h i s  f a c t  i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  by  nu me rous  n e w s p a p e r  

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n v i t i n g  t e n d e r s ,  and by r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  same  n e w s ­

p a p e r s  g i v i n g  t h e  name* o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  and b u i l d e r s  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  n e w l y  c o m p l e t e d  b u i l d i n g s .  Tuppen and S t o n e s t r e e t  a c t e d  u ,  

a g e n t s  and s u p p l i e r s  o f  c a r t o n  p i e r r e  o r n a m e n t s ^ ' ' 2 ; . T h e r e  w e r e ,  

h o w e v e r , a number o f  b u i l d e r s  f ro m t h e  1 8 6 0  s on  who a c t e a  a s  

a r c h i t e c t s  p r e p a r i ^  t i s i g n s  w h i c h  t h e y  b u i l t  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  e v e n  

s u p p l y i n g  o t h e r  b u i . d e r s  w i t h  d e s i g n s .  T h e s e  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  a t  

g r e a t e r  l e n g t h  i n  t h e  s t u d y  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e .

A l t h o u g h  he  had a c t e d  a s  an a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r  i n  b o t h  E n g l a n d  and  

N a t a l ( ) ,  F r e e m a n  i s  n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  i n  h i s  y e a r s

i n  Ca pe  Town. I n  f a c t ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  h i s  now f a m o u s  

a g e n c y  f o r  M c F a r l a n e s  c a s t - i r o n w a r e  w h i c h  h e  s t a r t e d  c . 1 8 9 1  ,  he

a o p e a r s  a l m o s t  t h e  model  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

r c h i t e c t .

A p a r t  f r om  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  b u i l d e r - a r c h i t e c t s ,  t h e  a r c h i ­

t e c t s  who p r a c t i s e d  i n  Cape Town and r e g i o n  f rom t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s  

o n w a r d s ,  w e r e ,  w i t h  o n e  o r  two e x c e p t i o n s ,  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s ,  

t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d s , and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y , m a k i n g  i t  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  

t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  t a k i n g  a n y  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t s  them  

s e l v e s .

The e x c e p t i o n s  t o  b e  m e n t i o n e d  a r e :  H a ge r  w h o ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  f rom

h i s  m e m o i r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r ,  o f t e n  a c t e d  i n  

t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  a g e r e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a d e s  

and s u p p l y  o f  m a t e r i a l * . .  The  r e l a t i v e  p r i m i t i v e n e s s  c f  t h e  : o u n t r y  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  he wo r ke d  was o b v i o u s l y  c o n d u c i v e  t o  a vO- i n u ­

a n c e  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  -mason t y p e  o f  a r c h i t e c t .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t  W a l l i s  

a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  a c t e d  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  o n  some o f  t h e  b u i i a i n g s  

w h i c h  he  d e s i g n e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a c t i n g  p u r e l y  a s  a c o n t r a c t o r  on  o t h e r s .

The  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e  o f  an a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r  i s  De W i t t .  

A l t h o u g h  w e l l - t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  i t  s e e m s  he  i n f e r r e d  t o  

d e s i g n  and b u i l d  h i s  own b u i l d i n g s .  N e v e r t h e  e s s , n o t  a l l  h i s



d e s i g n s  w e r e  b u i l t  by him and he  i s  n e v e r  r e c o r d e d  a s  b u i l d i n g  f o r  

o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t s .

As a g e n e r a l i s a t i o n ,  i t  c an be  s a i d  t h a t  a s  t h e  c o u n t r y  p r o g r e s s e d , 

i n  common w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  be ca me  

m o r e  and mo r e  s p e c i a l i s e d  a nd t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e ,  t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  b o d i e s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h i s  t r e n d .  By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t  had a s s u me d a w e l l - d e f i n e d  and s p e c i a l i s e d  r o l e  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h i s  was a s  t h e  d e s i g n e r  and  

d e t a i l e r  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  who p r o v i d e d  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

i n  t h e  f o r m o f  d r a w i n g s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  

t h e s e  d e s i g n s  an d who s u p e r v i s e d  t h e i r  e r e c t i o n .  He was  a l s o  r e s ­

p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  o w n e r  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n ­

t r a c t .

A N o t e  on t h e  C l e r k  o f  W o r k s :

The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w o r l d  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  be  s o m e w h a t  a m b i g u o u s .  He wa s  a p p o i n t e d  by  

'-he c l i e n t  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  u s u a l l y  i n  a f u l l - t i m e  c a p a c i t y  

and h i s  d u t i e s  w e r e  c l e a r .  He was  t o  c h e c k  t h a t  m a t e r i a l s  a nd w o r k ­

m a n s h i p  w e r e  up t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s p e c i f i e d .  He was  p a i d  d i r e c t l y  by  

t h e  c l i e n t  and was  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d i n g  a r c h i t e c t .  A l -  

t n o u g h  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  was u s u a l l y  t a k e n  by  an e x p e r - e n c e d  w or k ma n, 

e . g .  W a l l i s ,  on a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  was  s o m e t i m e s  f i l l e d  by an 

a r c h i t e c t - s u r v e y o r ,  e . g .  G r e a v e s ,  on t h e  H o us e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  o r  

T u l l y  on  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  G r o o t e  S c h u u r .  I t  was  o f t e n ,  a s  n o t e d  

e l s e w h e r e ,  a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  an a m b i t i o u s  workman a c q u i r e d  t h e  d r a w i n g  

s k i l l s  t o  e n g a g e  him t o  s t a r t  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c a r e e r .  C a r p e n t e r s ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  a c h i e v e d  by  

w o r k i n g  w i t h  m o s t  o t h e r  t r a d e s ,  w e r e  h e l d  t o  make t h e  b e s t  c l e r k s  o f  

w o r k s ;  m a s o n s  a l s o  a s p i r e d  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .

The I n f l u e n c e  o f  Bo o k s  and P e r i o d i c a l s :

A l t h o u g h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b o o k s  o f  many s o r t s  had b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  

1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  i s  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l ­

i s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  m a ss  p r o d u c t i o n  was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p r o ­

d u c i n g  o f  b o o k s .  i h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  b o t h  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  c o s t  and an  

e n o r m o u s  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  v a r i e t y  a v a i l a b l e .  Most  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l .
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t h o u g h ,  t h e  new p r o c e s s e s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a l l o w e d  mo r e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  

t o  be  p r o v i d e d .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  o b v i o u s  t h e n  t h a t  w i t h i n  a s i t u a t i o n  

s u c h  a s  t h e  c o l o n i a l  o n e ,  w h e r e  i n f l u e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  f e w  and  

f a r  b e t w e e n ,  b o o k s  m u s t  h a v e  e x e r t e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  e v e n  i f  

d i f f u s e d ,  i n f l u e n c e .  T h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e s e  b o o k s  w e r e  

a v a i l a b l e .  Amongst  e a r l y  e x a m p l e s .  C o l .  L e w i s  s o l d  a number o f  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b o o k s  on h i s  d e p a r t u r e  i n  1 8 4 3 ^ i 5 ^,  w h i l e  K o h l e r  

p o s s e s s e d  no l e s s  t h a n  55 a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b o o k s .  The l i s t  o f  b o o k s  

i n  t h e  a p p e n d i x  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  n o t  e x h a u s t i v e  and i s  a t t a c h e d  

m a i n l y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  number a nd  v a r i e t y  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y .

B o o k s  p r o d u c e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  c a n  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  b r o a d  c a t e ­

g o r i e s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  on  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s u b j e c t s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  a t h e o r e t i c a l  n a t u r e .  O f t e n  t h e s e  w e r e  

c o m b i n e d  i n  t h e  same b o o k .  T h e s e  b o o k s  w e r e  m o s t l y  a i m e d  a t  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  t r a i n i n g  o r  f o r  u s e  a s  a 

t e x t b o o k  i n  p r a c t i c e .  Some w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  mor e  p o p u l a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t h o s e  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l  and b o o k s  s u c h  a s  P u g i n ' s  ' T r u e  

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e '  ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  and P a r k e r ' s  ' I n t r o d u c t i o n  

t o  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e '  ( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  w e r e  w i d e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  T h e s e  b o o k s  

w e r e  n o t  p a t t e r n  b o o k s  i t .  t h e  t r u e  s e n s e  b u t  s o m e ,  s u c h  a s  B r a n d o n ' s  

' A n a l y s i s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ' ,  and P a l e y ' s  ' G o t h i c  M o u l d i n g s '  

c o u l d  be  e a s i l y  u s e d  f o r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  d e t a i l s .

The  s e c o n d  c a t e g o r y  was t h a t  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  b o o k s .  T h e s e  w e r e  

a . m e d  a t  s u p p l y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on s u c h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  i s  b u i l d i n g  

p r a c t i c e  o f  s a n i t a t i o n  and s u c h  s i m i l a r  s u b j e c t s .  N i c h o l s o n ' s  

' B u i l d e r  and Workman's  D i r e c t o r y '  was  a f a v o u r i t e .  T h e s e  wo u l d  

h a v e  b e e n  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  t r a d e  o n l y ,  b u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  

b o o k s  was  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a g e n e r a l  

s t a n d a r d  o f  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e  and a l l o w i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

t o  be come  known t o  a r c h i t e c t s  a nd b u i l d e r s  i n  i s o l a t e d  p l a c e s .

The l a s t  c a t e g o r y  and p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

p e » * e r n  b o o k .  T h i s ,  v e r y  b r i e f l y ,  i s  a w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  book o f  

d e s i g n s ,  g e n e r a l l y  o f  a c e r t a i n  t y p e  o r  r a n g e  o f  d w e l l i n g .  In i t ,  

a s e r i e s  o r  p l a t e s  show a p e r s p e c t i v e  f o l l o w e d  by  p l a n s ,  e l e v a t i o n s  

a nd  s e c t i o n s ,  u s u a l l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  by s e l e c t e d  d e t a i l s  and s p e c i f i ­

c a t i o n s .  The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  was e n o r mo us  and t h e y  o f t e n  

r a n  t o  many e d i t i o n s ( 1 1 6 ) . F o r  t h e  l ayman and c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t
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a l i k e  t h e y  p r o v i d e d  a b a s i s  upon w h i c h  a f a s h i o n a b l e  h o u s e  m i g h t  be  

a c h i e v e d .

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  c a s e  o f  S t .  J a m e s '  C h u r c h ,  Se a  P o i n t ' 1 1 7 ' ,  i t  i s  n o t  

p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  e x a m p l e s  o f  e x a c t  c o p i e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  f r om  a n y  

o f  t h e s e  p a t t e r n  b o o k s ,  c h i e f l y  b e c a u s e  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a nd m a t e r i a l s  

r e q u i r e d  some m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h o u g h , t o  s h o w s t r i k i n g  

s i m i l a r i t y  i n  d e s i g n s  b e t w e e n  b u i l d i n g s  and t h e i r  s o u r c e s .  T a u n t o n  

H o u s e  s e e m s  t o  d e r i v e  l a r g e l y  f r o m e i t h e r  G o d w i n ' s  ' D o m e s t i c  A r c h i ­

t e c t u r e '  o r  B r o w n ' s  ' D o m e s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ' . The  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  

c o t t a g e  o r n e e  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m s u c h  b o o k s  a s  P a p w o r t h ' s  ‘ P u r e r  

A r c h i t e c t u r e ' .  T h e s e  p a t t e r n  b o o k s  s ee m t o  h a v e  d e c l i n e d  i n  u s e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g s t  a r c h i t e c t s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s .  T h i s  i s  

p r o b a b l y  due  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d i c a l  and t h e  b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  

r e c e i v e d  by t h e s e  a r c h i t e c t s .

The i l l u s t r a t e d  p e r i o d i c a l  i s  s o m e t h i n g  u n i q u e l y  V i c t o r i a n .  Wi th  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m a g a z i n e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  

London N e ws ,  a new t y p e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  b e c a me  a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s  g e n e r a l  

m a g a z i n e  i n c l u d e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a m o n g s t  i t s  c o v e r a g e .  The  V i c t o r i a n s  

w o r e  p r o d i g i o u s  b u i l d e r s  and i f  n o t  g r e a t l y  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s  

b e i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  s u c h  l a r g e  nu mbe rs  a l l  o v e r  t h e  g l o b e .  A c a s u a l  

g l a n c e  a t  a l m o s t  a n y  c o p y  o f  t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  London News w i l l  show  

a t  l e a s t  two o r  t h r e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e s e  

w e r e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  o e r s p e c t i v e s , b e a u t i f u l l y  d r a wn .  T h i s  m a g a z i n e  

wa s  w i d e l y  r e a d  i n  Cape Town and was  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a p o s s i b l e  

s o u r c e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  by a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Ca pe  M o n i t o r  

i n  1 8 5 0 .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  t h e  

i l l u s t r a t e d  m a g a z i n e  s u c h  a s  t h e  L a n t e r n  ( s t a r t e d  1 8 7 7 )  and t h e  

S . A .  I l l u s t r a t e d  News ( 1 8 8 4 - 1 8 8 5 ) .

A s i d e  f rom p o p u l a r  m a g a z i n e s ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r i o d ­

i c a l  o f  w h i c h  ‘ The B u i l d e r ’ ( s t a r t e d  1 8 4 2 )  and l a t e r  ' The  A r c h i t e c t '  

w e r e  t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y  s p r e a d 1' 11 ^ 1. T h e s e  w e r e  a g a i n  m o s t  l a v i s h l y  

i l l u s t r a t e d ,  c a r r y i n g  p e r s p e c t i ' e s ,  p l a n s  a nd s e c t i o n s  o f  c u r r e n t  

w o r k ,  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and a c c o m p a n y i n g  a r t i c l e s  on t e c h n i c a l  

m a t t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o s s i p .  T h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  t h e  

l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  c o l u m n ,  t h e r e  o f t e n  r a g e d  f u r i o u s  b a t t l e s  on 

t h e  m a t t e r s  o f  t h e  d ay  t h a t  s t i r r e d  t h e  p a s s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .



The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  s o r t  o f  m a g a z i n e  upon t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

p r o f e s s i o n  a s  a w h o l e , a n d  on t h e  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

w a s  v a s t .  I t  p r o v i d e d  a c o n t i n u o u s  s o u r c e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  him 

by k e e p i n g  him up t o  d a t e  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  f a s h i o n ' ‘ 19 / , and i t  

a l s o  p o p u l a r i s e d  new t e c h n i q u e s  and p r o d u c t s ,  h e l p i n g  t o  s p r e a d  

t h e s e  a t  a r a t e  n o t  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y .

I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  a t r a d e  p e r i o d i c a l  was  s t a r t e d  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h i s  was  t h e  

‘ S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d e r ’ , s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 0 2  a s  t h e  ’ S . A .  C l a y w o r k e r  

I t  had a v e r y  s h o r t  l i f e  t h o u g h ,  n o t  s u r v i v i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g  

s l u m p .  I t  c e a s e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1 9 0 7 .  In f o r m a t  i t  was  b a s e d  on  

i t s  o v e r s e a s  c o u n t e r p a r t s .

The Cape P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e n t :

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g i v e  a b r i e f  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  Cape P.W. D.  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  number o f  b u i l d i n g s  d e s i g n e d  and e r e c t e d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  

and a l s o  a s  i t  o f t e n  a c t e d  a s  a c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  f o r  i n c o m i n g  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r a l  t a l e n t .

U n t i l  1 8 4 8 ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  P u b l i c  Works w as  c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  C i v i l  

E n g i n e e r  w h o s e  p o s t  was  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l .

M aj o r  ( l a t e r  C o l . )  M i c h e l  1 was  S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l  and C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  

f ro m 1 8 2 8 - 1 8 4 8 .  F o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 8 2 8 - 1 8 3 4  t h e r e  was  t h e  p o s t  o f  

G o v er n m e nt  A r c h i t e c t ,  w h i c h  was  h e l d  by S k i r r o w .  In 1 8 4 5 ,  t h e  t o t a l  

s t a f f  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  no mor e  t h a n  t w e l v e  p e o p l e ^ 1"0 '1. 

T h i s  o f f i c e  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n ,  e r e c t i o n  a nd  m a i n t e n a n c e  

o f  a l l  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  

o f  r o a d s  and b r i d g e s ,  and t h e  nor ma l  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l . 

T h e s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  Cape C o l o n y .  T h e r e  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e  s c o p e  f o r  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  w ' t h i n  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  e l s e w h e r e  \  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

work f o r  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  was  u n d e r t a k e n  o f f i c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 3 0 ’ s .

Upon C o l .  M i c h e l  1 ’ s r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  S u r v e y o r -  

G e n e r a l  and C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  w e r e  d i v i d e d  a nd  C a p t .  G. P i l k i n g t o n ,  R. E.  

was a p p o i n t e d  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ,  r o a d s  and b u i l d i n g s  b e i n g  h i s  r e s p o n s ­

i b i l i t y .  H i s  s t a f f  c o n s i s t e d  o f  o n e  d e p u t y  and t h r e e  o t h e r s ,  a s
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w e l l  a s  a number o f  t e m p o r a r y  c l e r k s  o f  w o r k s .  In 1 3 5 6  he  d i e d  

and was  s u c c e e d e d  by J .  S c o t t - T u c k e r ,  a c i v i l  e n g i n e e r ,  who was  

a p p o i n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r .

In 1 8 6 0 ,  a s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  was  a p p o i n t e d  t o  e n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  w o r k ­

i n g s  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r ' s  D e p a r t m e n t ' 1 ^ ' ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  In 

t h e  memorandum o f  d u t i e s  p r e s e n t e d  by S c o t t - T u c k e r  t o  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e ,  

h e  r e m a r k s  t h a t  he  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  mor e  i n  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

c a p a c i t y  t h a n  i n  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  g i v i n g  a l i s t  o f  b u i l d i n g s  he  had 

d e s i g n e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  He a l s o  r e m ar k ed  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e .

C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r ,  s e e m e d  t o  him t o  be  a m i s n o m e r .  A n o t h e r  o f  h i s  

r e m a r k s  wa s  t h a t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  w as  now a d i s t i n c t  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  i t s e l f .

By t h e s e  r e m a r k s  he  s e e me d  t o  i m p l y  t h a t  s o m e bo d y  w i t h  d i s t i n c t  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r a i n i n g  was  r e q u i r e d  w i t h i n  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t . -  T h i s  i s  

r e i n f o r c e d  by h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  v - . ,  o n l y  by c h a n c e  t h a t  he  had 

a c q u i r e d  some a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s k i l l s  h i m s e l f .  A m on g st  h i s  d u t i e s ,  

w h i c h  h e  r e g a r d e d  a s  e n o r m o u s ,  he  l i s t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1 .  i h e  d e v i s i n g ,  e s t i m a t i n g  f o r  and e r e c t i n g ,  e i t h e r  by 

c o n t r a c t  o r  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a l l  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n y ,  e . g .  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s ,  g a o l s ,

h o s p i t a l s  e t c .

2 .  P r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e i r  m a i n t e n a n c e  and r e p a i r .

3 .  P r o v i d i n g  f o r  s u p p l y  and r e p a i r  o f  f u r n i t u r e  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .

T h e s e  d u t i e s  w e r e  t o  r e m a i n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

r e s t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  S c o t t - T u c k e r  r e t i r e d  ,-m d e r  a c l o u d  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  and  

was  s u c c e e d e d  by h i s  d e p u t y ,  M.R. R o b i n s o n ,  a l a n d  s u r v e y o r  by t r a i n ­

i n g .  In 1 8 6 5  he  be c ame  t h e  f i r s t  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  

and w o . k s .  The s t a f f ,  w h i c h  was  s t i l l  u n s p e c i a l i s e d ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

f o u r  p e o p l e ,  n o n e  o f  whom was  q u a l i f i e d  i n  a n y  w ay .  In t h e  l a t e  

1 8 6 0 ' s  t h i s  l a c k  o f  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  was  o v e r c o m e  by  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  

c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  p r i v a t e  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r  t h e  mo r e  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g s ^ 1 2 3 ^. H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  l a c k  o f  e x p e r t i s e  was  p i ’t l y  t o  b l ame  

f o r  t h e  f i a s c o  o v e r  t h e  new H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 8 7 5 - 1 8 7 6  and  

l e d  t o  R o b i n s o n ' s  r e t i r e m e n t .  J . F .  F o r d e  was  a p p o i n t e d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  

i n  1 8 7 9 .  In t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  was  r e o r g a n i s e d  i n t e r n a l l y  by 

c r e a t i n g  t h e  p o s t  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A s s i s t a n t  a s  a d e p u t y  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r .
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*  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  c h a r g e  o f  . U  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  wo r k e x e c u t e d  by t h e

m e n t .  I n  1 8 9 5  t h e r e  was  a d r a w i n ^ o f f i c e  s t a f f  o f  s e v e n  and f - . l d  

s t a f f  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y t w o

T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d  i t  was  n o t  u n c o m o n  f o r  t h e  J u n i o r  me mb er s  o f  

t h e  P . W. D.  t o  u n d e r t a k e  p r i v a t e  c o m m i s s i o n s  and a s  l a t e  a s  1 8 8 2 , ^  

 r an pd  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  o v e r  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  t h i s
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The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a s e r i e s  o f  s h o r t  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  who 

a r e  known t o  h a v e  p r a c t i s e d  i n  Cape Town a nd r e g i o n .  The c r i t e r i o n  

f o r  i n c l u s i o n  was  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  p r a c t i c e  on 

h i s  own a c c o u n t  by  1 9 0 0 .  The l i s t  i s  n o t  e x h a u s t i v e ,  a l t h o u g h  

a l l  m a j o r  a r c h i t e c t s  and m o s t  m i n o r  o n e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d .  B i o g r a p h i c a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i s  f r a g m e n t a r y ,  h e n c e  f o r  s o m e ,  p e r s o n a l  

d e t a i l s  a r e  l a c k i n g .  F or  m o s t  e n t r i e s ,  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e s  o f  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  a r e  i n d i c a t e d ,  b u t  a s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h i s  was  p l a c e d  

t o g e t h e r  o u t  o f  s c r a p s  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r s  and p e r i o d i c a l s .  

The i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  a s  r e f e r e n c e s  w o u l d  ha ve  b e c o me  

u n w i e l d y .  The l e t t e r s  R . I . B . A .  i n  t h e  t e x t  me ans  t h e  Royal  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  B r i t i s h  A r c h i t e c t s .  And t h e  p r e f i x e s  A. a nd F.  mean 

A s s o c i a t e  and F e l l o w ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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c o n t r a c t o r  i n  E n g l a n d .  He t h e n  w o r ke d  w i t h  a Mr B r e m w e l l , Mr 

C h a r l e s  C u b i t *  and Mr May,  a l l  e n g i n e e r s .  A f t e r  t h i s  he  w o r k e d  i n  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and e n g i n e e r i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  

f r om  1 8 6 5 - 7 5 .  H i s  w i f e ' s  i l l h e a l t h  c a u s e d  hi m t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  t h e  

Cape C o l o n y  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  w h e r e  he  was  a p p o i n t e d  a s s i s t a n t  t o  B r o u n g e r ,  

t h e  r a i l w a y s  e n g i n e e r .  He was  p u t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  and  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Cape Town.

S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h i s  a nd upon F r e e m a n ' s  d i s m i s s a l ,  h e  was  b r i e f l y  

p u t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  1 3 7 6 .  D u r i n g  t h e  

y e a r s  1 8 7 6 - 7 7  he  w o r k e d  on t h e  new r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n .  He l e f t  G o v er n m e nt  

s e r v i c e  i n  1 3 7 8  and w e n t  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  an e n g i n e e r ,

H. i h w a i t e s  f r om  1 8 7 8 - 8 0 .  He was  a d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S . A .  G l a s s  Company.

H i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  T h w a i t e s  e n d e d  c . 1 8 8 0  when I h w a i t e s  was  

a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  p o < t  o f  A s s i s t a n t  H a r b o u r  E n g i n e e r  a t  t h e  Cape Town 

d o c k s .  Ackerman became a f o u n d e r  member o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r s  and  

A r c h i t e c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 8 8 4 .  He p r a c t i s e d  on h i s  own u n t i l  c . 1 9 0 0  

when h e  w e n t  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  W. Ada mson.  On t h e  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  S . A .  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t s  ( l a t e r  Cape  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t s )

i n  1 9 0 1 ,  he  be ca me  a f o u n d e r  member .  He d i e d  i n  1 9 1 0 .

Known w o r k s  a r e :

The Cape Town S t a t i o n  1 8 7 6 - 7 8  

The S . A .  G l a s s  W o r k s ,  Mowbray 1 8 7 8  

M a r i e n d a h l  B r e w e r y ,  N e w l a n d s  1 87 9  

A d d i t i o n s  t o  G r e a t  W e s t e r f o r d  18 83  

B l o e m e n d a l , Mowbray c .  1 8 8 3

R e f :  H i s  c a r e e r  p r i o r  t o  1 875  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e

S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  1876 . A. & F.  18 7 6  ( C . A . )
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GEORGE MURRAY ALEXANDER Architect

Born i n  E d i n b u r g h  i n  1 8 5 1 ,  s o n  o f  G e o r g e  A l e x a n d e r ,  a r c h i t e c t  and  

b u i l d e r .  E d u c a t e d  i n  E d i n b u r g h .  M a r r i e d  L o u i s a  H a t c h .  2 c h i l d r e n .

From 1 8 6 8  t o  1 8 7 3 ,  A l e x a n d e r  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  

E d i n b u r g h .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  s p e n t  a s  a p u p i l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  

J ohn and G.H.  G e d d e s , e n g i n e e r s ,  a l s o  o f  E d i n b u r g h .  A f t e r  t h i s  he  

w o r ke d  f o r  t h e  S c o t t s  I r o n  Company f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t r a v e l l i n g  

t o  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  w h e r e  f rom May 1 8 7 4  t o  F e ) 1 8 7 7  he  was  a r c h i t e c t /  

Ma na ge r  f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  T o r o n t o ,  C a n a d a .  He 

r e t u r n e d  t o  E d i n b u r g h  and u n t i l  1 8 7 9  was  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  t h e r e .

T h a t  y e a r  he  e m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  a nd s e t  up p r a c t i c e  i n  

Cape Town.  He ran a l a r g e  and t h r i v i n g  p r a c t i c e  t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  

d e a t h  ' n  1 9 0 4 .  A f o u n d e r  member o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r ' s  a nd A r c h i t e c t s  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S . A .  i n  1 88 4  he  a l s o  be ca me  an F . R . I . B . A .  i n  1 8 8 6 .

H i s  p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e :

H i g h s t e a d  H o u s e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  1 882

Ti mou" H a l l ,  P I u m s t e a d  c . 1 8 8 2

A n g l i c a n  C hur ch  S c h o o l ,  Kalk  Bay 1 8 8 3

S t .  P h i l l i p s ,  Ch ape l  S t r e e t ,  W o o d s t o c k  1 8 8 5

Town H a l l ,  M a lm e s b ur y  188b

Q u e e n ' s  H o t e l ,  S e a  P o i n t  1 8 8 7

S t .  M ar ks ,  D i s t r i c t  S i x  188 7

N. G.  C h u r c h , R o n d e b o s c h  1891

Two h o u s e s  i n  G r a v e  S t r e e t ,  Cape Town 1892

Ope ra  H o u s e , P a r a d e ,  Cape Town 1 8 9 3 - 4

T a f e l b e r g  N. G.  C h u r c h ,  B u i t e n k a n t  S t .  1 8 9 3

B oa r d o f  E x e c u t o r s  B u i l d i n g ,  Wale  S t .  c . 1 8 9 5

R o g e k l i m  Oldmans  Home,  Cape Town 1896

R o n d e b o s c h  Town H a l l  c . 19 00

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  n u me ro us  h o u s e s  i n  Cape Town and R o n d e b o s c h  w h i c h  

a p p e a r  t o  b e  b u i l t  by h i m.

R e f :  H i s  c a r e e r  p r i o r  t o  1 8 8 6  a p p e a r s  or, h i s  f e l l o w s h i p  n o m i n a t i o n
f o r m s  a t  t h e  R . I . B . A .
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HERBERT(Later Sir) BAKER Architect

Born i n  1 8 6 2  s on  o f  T. H.  B a k e r .  E d u c a t e d  a t  T o n b r i d g e  S c h o o l  1 8 7 5 - 7 9 .  

M a r r i e d  i n  > 9 0 4 .

B a k e r  w as  a r t i c l e d  t o  h i s  c o u s i n  A r t h u r  B a k e r  f r o m  1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 2 .

He a f t e r w a r d s  w o r ke d  f o r  E r n e s t  G eo r g e  a nd P e t o  u n t i l  1 8 9 0 ,  when  

he  w e n t  i n t o  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  In 1 8 9 2  h e  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town,  

w h e r e  ne  o p e n e d  a p r a c t i c e .  The  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  was  c o m m i s s i o n e d  

by Rh ode s  t o  r em o d e l  G r o o c e  S c h u u r ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  h e  b u i l t  up an 

e x t e n s i v e  p r a c t i c e .  F .  Masey  became a p a r t n e r  i n  1 8 9 9 .  B a k e r  became  

a f e l l o w  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .  i n  1 9 0 0  and was  a f o u n d e r  member o f  t h e  

S . A .  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t s  ( l a t e r  Cape I n s t i t u t e  o f  / V r h i t e c t s ,  i n  ' 0 1 .  

The n e x t  y e a r  h e  l e f t  Cape Town t o  b e g i n  a p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  T r a n s v a a 1 .

C h i e f  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y : -

A d d i t i o n s  t o  R e f o r m a t o r y ,  T ok ai  1 8 9 2

R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  G r o o t e  S c h u u r  1 8 9 3

S t .  A n d r e w s , N e w l a n d s  1 5 5 4

B u i l d i n g  S . A . C .  189 4

Cape Town O b s e r v a t o r y ,  a d d i t i o n s , 18 94

R e b u i l d i n g  G r o o t e  S c h u u r  1896

S t .  B a r n a b a s ,  K l o o f  Road 1896

D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  18 96

C i t y  C l u b ,  Queen V i c t o r i a  S t .  1 8 9 6

K e l v i n  G r o v e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  18 9 7

S u p e r v i s i o n  A r c h i t e c t ,  U n i o n  C a s t l e  
B u i l d i n g  and Mount  N e l s o n  H o t e l  1 8 9 7 - 9 8

De B e e r s ,  S o m e r s e t  We s t  1 8 9 8

S t .  M i c h a e l s , O b s e r v a t o r y  1 8 9 8

S t .  P h i l l i p s ,  W o o d s t o c k  1 8 9 8

W i l s o n  & M i u e r  B u i l d i n g  1 5 9 9

B a k e r  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  a number o f  s p e c  

v i l l a s  f o r  H. W.  S t r u b e n  i n  O b s e r v a t o r y  an d R o s e b a n k .  Some o f  t h o s e  

i n  S t r u b e n s  Road s t i l l  s u r v i v e  i n  a m u t i l a t e d  f o r m .

R e f :  ( a )  D. G r i e g ,  Huber  B a k e r  in S . A .
( b)  E n t r y  n N a t i o n s 1 D i c t i o n a r y  o f  B i o g r a p h y
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JAMES 3ISSET C i v i l  Engineer and A r c h i t e c t

Bor n i n  A b e r d e e n  i n  1 8 3 6 ,  he  m a r r i e d  E. M. C.  J a r v i s  i n  1 8 6 2 .

B i s s e t  was  e d u c a t e d  i n  A b e r d e e n  adn a t  London U n i v e r s i t y  ( 1 8 5 2 ) .

He was  l a t e r  e m p l o y e d  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r  by  F o x ,  H e n d e r s o n  

a n d  Co.  In 1 3 5 8  he  j o i n e d  W.G. B r o u n g e r ,  t h e  r a i l w a y  e n g i n e e r  

a nd  came o u t  t o  t h e  Cape i n  D e ce mb e r  1 8 5 8 .  He l e f t  t h e  r a i l w a y  

c om pany  i n  1 8 6 2 ,  t o  s t a r t  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and e n g i n e e r i n g  p r a c t i c e  

h a v i n g  won t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  Mut ual  A s s u r a n c e  B u i l d i n g  

i n  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t .  In 1 8 6 3 ,  he  was  e n g i n e e r  t o  t h e  S e a  P o i n t  

Tramway Company.  He c o n t i n u e d  i n  p r a c t i c e  u n t i l  1 8 7 1 ,  when he  

b e c a me  r e s i d e n t  H a rb o u r  E n g i n e e r  a t  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h .  In t h i s  

y e a r  he  was  e l e c t e d  a s  an a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C i v i l  

E n g i n e e r s .  L a t e r  h e  was  C o n s t r u c t i o n  E n g i n e e r  on t h e  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  

t o  U i t e n h a g e  R a i l w a y .  A f t e r w a r d s  a s  c h i e f  R e s i d e n t  O f f i c e r  

a t  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h ,  he was  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  E a s t  London t o  K i n g w i 1 1 i a m s -  

t own r a i l w a y  l i n e .  I n  1 8 7 7  h e  was  made a s u b - i n s p e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c  

w o r k s  ,nd p u t  b r i e f l y  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t .

The  f e l l  o w i n g  y e a r  h e  was p u t  on p e n s i o n .  He w e n t  b a c k  i n t o  p r i v a t e  

p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape Town i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  r e t i r i n g  i n  1 8 9 2 .

B e f o r e  b e c o m i n g  a Mayor o f  Wynberg i n  1 8 9 3 ,  he  was  a c o u n c i l l o r  f o r  

t h e  L i e s b e e c k  M u n i c i p a l i t y  f r o m 1 8 8 3 - 8 6 .  He wa s  a l s o  o n e - t i m e  Mayor  

o f  C l a r e m o n t .  D u r i n g  t h e  S . A .  War he  a t t a i n e d  t h e  r a nk  o f  M a j o r .  He 

d i e d  i n  1 9 1 9 .

H i s  known w o r k s  a r e : -

Mutual  A s s u r a n c e  B u i l d i n g  1 3 6 2 - 6 4

N. G.  Church B u i l d i n g ,  A d d e r ! e y / B u r e a u  S t s  1 8 6 2 - 6 4

C o t t a g e s  i n  S e a  P o i n t  1 864

G i l l  C o l l e g e  1 865

P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  S t a t i o n  18 7 6

C o t t a g e s  i n  C l a r e m o n t  1 8 8 0

R e f s :  1 .  S e e  Tr ack  and T r a c k l e s s ,  P . R .  C o a t e s  f o r  a f u l l e r  b i o g r a p h y
2 .  Cape a l m a n a c s  1 8 8 4 - 8 5
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WILLIAM BLACK Architect and C i v i l  Engineer

Born i n  1 8 7 0  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  A u r s t r a l i a ,  t h e  3 r d  s o n  o f  C a p t .  E.  B l a c k .  

M a r r i e d  S i d n e y  C a t h c a r t  i n  1 9 0 4  -  2 c h i l d r e n .

B l a c k  was  a p u p i l  o f  A l b e r t  P u r c h a s , A . M . I . C . E . , a p a s t  p r e s i d e n  . 

o f  t h «  Royal  V i c t o r i a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t s .  D u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  

o f  a r t i c l e s  he  ( B l a c k )  won v a r i o u s  p r i z e s  and p r e m i u m s .  I n  1 8 8 8  

h e  was  e l e c t e d  an a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  I n s t i t u t e .  He a r r i v e d  

i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 9 0  and a f t e r  p r e s u m a b l y  w o r k i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t  

he  s t a r t e d  h i s  own p r a c t i c e  i n  1 8 9 2 .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  be c am e v e r y  

e x t e n s i v e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  c h i e f l y  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  

He w as  p l a c e d  i n  many c o m p e t i t i o n s .  In 190 2 he  be c am e a f e l l o w  

o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s  he  was  a member o f  t h e  Cape Town C i t y  C o u n c i l .

H i s  f i r m  l a t e r  be c am e B l a c k  a nd  F a g g .  He d i e d  i n  1 9 2 2 .

P r i n c i p a l  B u i l d i n g s  a r e : -

New York Mut ua l  B u i l d i n g  1 9 0 8

Cape o f  Good Hope S a v i n g s  Bank

B a i n ' s  B u i l d i n g s

F l a t  I r o n  B u i l d i n g s

A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  C a l e d o n  S a n a t o r i u m

C a l e d o n  Town H a l l

Wynberg Town H a l l

A t t w e l l  & Company,  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t

R e f :  ( a )  Who' s  Who 1 9 0 8  „ . „ . . .  .
( b )  A r t i c l e :  C o n t e m p o r a r y  a r c h i t e c t s .  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  

a nd B u i l d e r ,  May 190 5
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A rchitect and C i v i l  Engineer
4N C ALVERT

T 1353 ( 1 >- He was p r e v i o u s l y  i "  0» ' ca

5 t . J o h n ' s ,  Long S t r e e t  1 8 5 3

T a u n t o n  C o t t a g e  ^  C hur ch  i n  Ho nOebosc h

t ef ;  m  ( a r c h i ^ ^ i f a ^ n - S ^ X ^
( 2 )  C o p y  o f  The but m e

( 3 )  C a p e ^ M o n i t o r ' S e p t e m b e r  1 8 5 4 .

A r c h i t e c t

. . g nu iTr i er

A r c h i t e c t
W I N  A . COOKE

= = # # # =
r r ,r r ,L n . ,

„ .  M ui s  & S o n ,  C r a i n  S t o r e  i n  L o n , m a r k e t  S t r e e t .

Ref ;  Who' s  w h o ,  1 9 0 8
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JOHN CALVERT Architect and Civil Engineer

C a l v e r t  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 5 3  ^  . He was  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  J a m a i c a  

c . 1 8 5 0 ' 2 ' . He f o r m e d  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  P P e n k e t h  i n  1 8 5 4 .  D u r i n g  

t h a t  y e a r  he  made d e s i g n s  f o r  a H a l l  o f  S c i e n c e .  In l a t e  1 8 5 4  he  

w e n t  t o  N a m a q u a l a n d ' 3 ) and a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l e f t  Ca^e Town i n  1 8 5 5 .

He p r e s e n t e d  t h e  S . A .  Museum w i t h  a mode l  o f  a c a t h e d r a l  i n  J a m a i c a  

H i s  known b u i l d i n g s  ( w i t h  P e n k e t h )  a r e : -

S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Long S t r e e t  1 8 5 3  

T a u n t o n  C o t t a g e  185 4

R e f :  ( 1 )  In 1 8 5 3  h e  made a s u r v e y  o f  S t .  M i c h a e l s  Church i n  R o n d e b o s c h
( a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  R . C . C a t h e d r a l , Cape Town

( 2 )  Cooy o f  The B u i l d e r  o f  1 8 5 0  i n  S . A . L .  Marked ' J o h n  C a l v e r t

S p a n i s h  T o w n ' .
( 3 )  Cape M o n i t o r  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 5 4 .

FRF.O CHERRY A r c h i t e c t

He s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  M e s s r s  McCurdy an d M i t c h e l l  o f  DubVr, 

w i t h  whom he  w o r k e d  as  c h i e f  d r a u g h t s m a n  u n t i l  t h e  y e a r  1 8 9 0  when  

h e  came t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a nd j o i n e d  t h e  P . W. D.  He r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  

f o r  t wo  y e a r s  u n t i l  s t a r t i n g  a p r a c t i c e .  C h e r r y  was  a member o f  

t h e  Ro ya l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t s  i n  I r e l a n d .

R e f :  E n t r y  i n  C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s ,  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  & B u i l d e r  May 1 9 0 5

EDWIN A. COOKE A r c h i t e c t

Born i n  1 8 5 4  a t  M a i d s t o n e ,  K e n t ,  t h e  s o n  o f  C . J .  C o o k e .

He was  e d u c a t e d  i n  London and m a r r i e d  M a r g a r e t  Rush i n  1 8 8 0 .  7 c h i l d r e n .

Cooke  was  a r t i c l e d  t o  Lockwood B r o s  a nd a f t e r w a r d s  w o r k e d  f o r  A l f r e d  

W a t e r h o u s e .  F- om 1E.85 t o  1 8 9 6  he was  j n T a s m a n i a , a r r i v i n g  i n  Cape  

Town t h a t  y e a r .  C h i e f  b u i l d i n g  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 8 : -

D. Mui j  & S o n , I r a i n  S t o r e  i n  L o n g ma r ke t  S t r e e t .

R e f : Who's  Who,  1 908



ANTHONY M. DE WITT Architect and Contractor

Born i n  1 8 5 4  i n  D o r d r e c h t ,  H o l l a n d  Son o f  D i r k  de  W i t t ,  A r c h i t e c t .  

M a r r i e o  Anna B ra nd i n  1 8 7 6 ,  2 c h i l d r e n .

De W i t t  was  e d u c a t e d  i n  D o r d r e c h t  and s e r v e d  h i s  a r i t e l e s  w i t h  a 

l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  n e  e n t e r e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  w h i c h  

w as  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  t o w n .

F o r  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s  he  came t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  1 8 7 9  t o  work on t h e  

p r o o o s e d  Lebombo r i a l  w a y .  A f t e r  a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  P o t c h e f s t r o o m ,  h e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  i n  Cape Town w h e r e  he  b u i l t  up o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  

p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  He i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n t o  Cape a r c h i t e c t u r e ;  The  Mansard R o o f  ( i n  

1 8 9 2 ) ,  t h e  b a s e m e n t  f o r  w a r e h o u s e s  and t h e  A m e r i c a n  s t e e l  f r a m e .

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  Mansard r o o f ,  t h e  f i r s t  o n e ,  on t h e  C o l o n i a l  M u t u a l , 

a c t u a l  p r e d a t e s  h i s  by f i v e  y e a r s . He i s  a l s o  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h a l f - t i m b e r e d  s t y l e  i n  h o u s i n g .  He b u i l t  

many b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h u r c h e s ,  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  o f  t h e  

W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e .

P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s : -

L e n n o n ' s  B u i l d i n g  A d d e r ! e y  S t .  1 8 8 5  o nw a r d s  

A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  D r i l l  H a l l  1 8 8 9  

A l f o r d ,  W i l l s  and A b b o t s  W a r e h o u s e  1891  

A d d i t i o n s  t o  J . W .  d a g g e r  & C o . ' s  w a r e h c s e  189 2  

M e t r o p o l e  H o t e l , Cape Town c . 1 8 9 5

Co mme rc ia l  Un i o n  B u i l d i n g s ,  G re en  M a rk e t  S q u a r e ,  p r e  1 9 0 5

G i b s o n  & Co.  Long S t r e e t  c .  1 9 0 0

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H o t e l , G a r d e n s  p r e .  1905

u a l e d o n  B a t h s ,  p r e .  1 90 5

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h , P a a r l  p r e .  19 05

N.G.  C h u r c h ,  We pe ne r  O . F . S .  p r e .  1 9 0 5

A d d i t i o n s  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s  C h u r c h ,  W y n b e r g ,  c . 1 9 0 0

R e f :  ( 1 )  Who' s  Who 1 9 0 8

( 2 )  E n t r y  i n  ' C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s '  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d e r ,  
March 1905



CHARLES FREEMAN Arcnitect
B or n i n  G l e s .  E n g l a n d  i n  1 8 3 3 ,  m a r r i e d  E s t h e r  M. S ol om an i n  1 8 7 2 ,

-  s o n s  Freeman was  a r t i c l e d  t o  G e o r g e  C l a r k ,  a r c h i t e c t  and c o n t r a c t o r  

o f  W o t t o n  Wawen, n e a r  W a rw ic k .  A f t e r  t h i s  he  w o r k e d  i n  C h e l t e n h a m ,  

w h e r e  he  b u i l t  S t .  M a rk ' s  C h u r c h ,  t h e  p a r s o n a g e  and t h r e e  v i l l a s ,  a l l  

a t  B a y s  H i l l  S t .  M a rk ' s  was  d e s i g n e d  by an a r c h i t e c t  by  t h e  name 

o f  M i d d l e t o n ,  t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  by F r e e m a n .  In 1 8 6 3  h e  a r r i v e d  i n  N a t a l .

W o r k i n g  t h e r e  a s  an a r c h i t e c t / c o n t r a c t o r ,  he  d e s i g n e d  a nd  b u i l t  t h e

Durban P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  b r i d g e s .  He a l s o  s u p e r i n t e n d e d

t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Lav C o u r t s  and G o ve rn me nt  H o u s e  i n  P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g .  

The l a t t e r ,  h e  c l a i m e d ,  was  c h i e f l y  h i s  d e s i g n .  In 1 8 7 0  he  j o i n e d  

t h e  Cape P .W. D.  a s  a d r a u g h t s m a n .  W h i l e  t h e r e  h e  d e s i g n e d  t h e  new 

G . P . O .  i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  t h e  G r a a f  R e i n e t  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  and  

B e a u f o r t  We st  G o a l .  He e n t e r e d  and won t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  

new H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 8 9 4 .  A f t e r  t h i s  h e  was  a p p o i n t e d  

s u p e r v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t  b u t  was  d i s m i s s e d  i n  e a r l y  1 8 7 6 .  He a p p e a r s  

t o  h a v e  run a s m a l l  p r a c t i c e  o f  h i s  own f r om  1 8 7 1 .  From 1 8 7 6  he  

d e v e l o p e d  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  u n t i l  i t  w as  t h e  b i g g e s t  i n  Cape Town 

d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

He be c am e an a g e n t  f o r  M c F a r l a n e s  o f  G l a s c o w  i n  1 8 9 1 ,  b u i l d i n g  h i s  

own w a r e h o u s e  i n  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  i n  1 9 0 2 - 3 .  He d i e d  i n  1 9 1 1 .

H i s  c h i e f  b u i l d i n g s  a r e : -

T h e a t r e  Ro ya l  , B ur g S t r e e t  1 8 7 4
S . A .  Bank , a l t e r a t i o n s .  Wale  S t r e e t  18 74
M e t r o p o l i t a n  M e t h o d i s t  Church C . T .  1 8 7 5 - 7 9
G a r l i c k s ,  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  1876
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h  1 8 7 8
To w e r ,  N.G.  C h u r c h ,  M a lm e sb u ry  1 8 7 7
S t  D o m i n i e s ,  Wynberg 1 8 7 7 - 7 9
Pound C h u r c h , S e a  P o i n t  1878
S t a n d a r d  Bank A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  1 8 8 1 - 8 3
B a p t i s t  Church Wale  S t r e e t  1 8 8 2
E r i n v i l i e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  c .  1880
V . M . C . A . ,  Long S t r e e t  1 88 4
R e b u i l t  T h e a t r e  Ro ya l  Bur g S t r e e t l 8 8 4
G r a a f  R e i n e t  N. G.  Chur ch 1 8 8 5 - 8 7
B e a u f o r t  West  N . G.  Church 1891
A d d i t i o n s  t o  D u r b a n v i l i e  N.G.  C hur ch  1891
S t u t t a f o r d s ,  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  1 8 9 3
G a r l i c k s  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  1 89 3
Grand H o t e l ,  Cape Town 1894
R e b u i l t  W o r c e s t e r  N.G.  Church 1 8 9 9

R e f s :
( a )  H i s  e a r l y  c a r e e r  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  S e l e c t  

C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  A4 o f  1 87 6  ( C . A . )
( b )  A r t i c l e  i n  S . A . L .  Q u a r t e r l y  B u l l e t i n  b y  W. W e n t ! a n d .
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HARRY S. GREAVES Architect and Surveyor

Born i n  1 8 4 4  i n  E d i n b u r g h .

F rj m 1 8 6 5 -  75 h e  w a s  a c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  John W h i c h c o r d  

( l a t e r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A . )  i n  L o n d o n ,  w h e r e  he  q u a l i f i e d  a s  

a D i s t r i c t  S u r v e y o r .  E ng a ge d  a s  t h e  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  f o r  t h e  new 

h o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  he  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  e a r l y  1 8 7 6 .  A f t e r  

t h e  h i a t u s  s u r r o u n d i n g  F r e e m a n ' s  d i s m i s s a l ,  he  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

e n g a g e d  on s u r v e y i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Cape Town and d i s t r i c t .

By 1 8 7 9  he  had b e c o me  c h i e f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  

I n s p e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  Wo rks .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  he  was  e n g a g e d  on t h e  

d e s i g n  o f  t h e  New P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s  w i t h  J .  W h i c h c o r d  a s  c o n s u l t a n t .  

From t h e n  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 9 0 0  he  wa s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a l l  t h e  a r ­

c h i t e c t u r a l  work e x e c u t e d  by  t h e  Cape P . W. D.  a nd he  c an be c r e d i t e d  

w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

In a d d i t i o n  he- d e s i g n e d  t h e  P h y s i c s  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  S . A .  C o l l e g e  i n  1 8 8 0 .  

He b e c a me  an A . R . I . B . A .  and l a t e r  F . R . I . B . A .  and was  a l s o  a f o u n d e r  

member o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r s  and A r c h i t e c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 8 8 4 .  He d i e d  

i n  1 9 0 1 .

R e f :  H i s  e a r l i e r  c a r e e r  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  h e a r d  by t h e
S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  o f  1 8 7 6 .

FREDERICK G. GREEN A r c h i t e c t

Born i n  E n g l a n d  i n  1 8 5 0 ,  s o n  o f  T . G.  G r e e n ,  he  was  e d u c a t e d  i n  E n g l a n d

and m a r r i e d  E l s a  Goodwin i n  1 8 7 7 .  2 c h i l d r e n .

G re en  w as  a r t i c l e d  t o  E.W. S t e p h e n s  o f  K e n t .  In 1 8 8 8  he w e n t  t o  

Aus tral ia  wh e re  he  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  1 8 9 3  i n  w h i c h  y e a r  he came t o  t h e  

Cape C o l o n y .  He f o u n d e d  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  R e i d  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  In 

1 8 9 4  t h e y  won t h e  * i r s t  p r i z e  i n  t h e  Cape Town C i t y  H a l l  c o m p e t i t i o n  

and w e r e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t o  e x e c u t e  t h e i r  d e s i g n .  Gre en a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a b r a n c h  o f  t n e  p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape  Town f o r  t h i s  

p u r p o s e .  The p a r t n e r s h i p  e n d e d  i n  1 9 0 2 ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  he p r a c t i c e d  

on h i s  own.

C h i e f  b u i l d i n g s  ( w i t h  R e i d ) : -

Cape  Town C i t y  H a l l  1 8 9 4 - 1 9 0 5

C i t y  F e v e r  H o s p i t a l  18 96
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CARL 0. HAGER Architect and artist

Bor n i n  1 8 1 3  i n  D r e s d e n ,  s o n  o f  Jo ha n  C. G.  H a g e r .  M a r r i e d  C o r n e l i a  

J a n s e n  i n  1 8 4 3 ,  5 c h i l d r e n .

H a g e r  was  e d u c a t e d  i n  D r e s d e n  and a t t e n d e d  t h e  Acadamy f r o m  1 8 2 8 - 3 4  

He a l s o  s e r v e d  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  a s  an a r c h i t e c t .  He 

an d A. S p a r ma n n,  a c o l l e a g u e  o f  h i s ,  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  D e ce mb e r  

1 8 3 8 .  In 1 8 4 0  t h e y  w e r e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t o  d e s i g n  t h e  new c a t h o l i c  

c a t h e d r a l  S t .  M a r y ' s ,  b u t  t h ' s  e n d e d  i n  d i s a s t e r .  The f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r  H a ge r  moved t o  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  w h e r e  he  e a r n e d  h i s  l i v i n g  p a i n t i n g  

p o r t r a i t s .  T h i s  was  t o  b e  h i s  c h i e f  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e  f o r  many y e a r s .

I n  1 8 4 2  he  mc v ed  b r i e f l y  t o  P a a r l .  In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  was  

known t o  h a v e  v i s i t e d  W o r c e s t e r ,  S w e l l e n d a m  and P o r t  B e a u f o r t .  From 

A p r i l  1 8 4 5  t o  De c e m be r  1 8 4 6  h e  was  awa y i n  Germany.  D u r i n g  1 8 4 7  he  was  

p a i n t i n g  p r o t r a i t s  i n  t h e  M a l m e s b u r y  a r e a  and t h e  n e x t  y e a r  i n  R o n d e b o s c h  and  

W y n b e r g .  H i s  f i r s t  known d e s i g n  wa s  t h e  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h  i n  S t e l l e n b o s c h  

b u i l t  i n  1 8 5 4 .  F or  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  i n  1 8 5 8  h e  had a p h o t o g r a p h i c  

s t u d i o  i n  P l e i n  S t r e e t .  1 8 6 3  saw t h e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  a r c h - t e c t u r a l  c a r e e r  

i n  e a r n e s t  w i t h  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  N.G.  Church  

i n  S t e l l e n b o s c h .  From t h e n  on u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  c .  1 8 9 0  he  was  

c o n t i n u a l l y  e m p l o y e d  on t h e  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  N. G.  C h u r c h e s  

m o s t l y  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e .  He a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  a c t e d  i n  m o s t  i n s t a n c e s  

a s  t h e  o l d f a s h i o n e d  " b o u m e e s t e r " ,  a t e r m  he h i m s e l f  u s e d .  He d i e d  i n  1 8 9 8 .

Known w o r k s :  . . .
S t  M a r y ' s  ^ . C . C a t h e d r a l  Cape Town ( w i t h  S p a r ma n n,  1 8 4 0

Zi o n M i s s i o n  C h u r c h ,  P a a r l  1 8 5 2

L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h  18 54

H e i d e l b e r g  N . G .  Chur ch 125 6

A o u i t i o n s  t o  N . G.  C hur ch  S t e l l e n b o s c h  1 8 6 3

C l a n w i l l i a m  N. G.  Chur ch 1 86 4

F r a s e b u r g  N . G .  Church 1 8 6 6 - 6 8

R o b e r t s o n  W e s l e y a n  Church 18 6 6 - 6 7

S o m e r s e t  E a s t  N. G.  Cnurch 1 8 6 8 - 7 0

A d d i t i o n s  t o  H e i d e l b e r g  N. G.  Church 1871

L a d i s m i t h  N. G.  Church 1 8 7 3

C a l e d o n  N . G .  Church 1 8 7 4

Y. M. C .A .  S t e l l e n b o s c h  1 87 4

M o s s e l b a y  N.G.  Church ( w i t h  W.8 . H a y e s ? )  1 87 5

T u l b a c h  N . G .  Church ( b u i l t  by  s o n  J o h n )  1 87 6

W i l l o w m o r e  N.G.  Church c . 1 8 7 5
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CARL 0 .  HAGER c o n t . . .

O u d t s h o o r n  N. G.  Chur ch ( c o m p l e t i o n )  1 8 7 7 - ;  

C e r e s  N . G.  Chur ch 1 8 7 9  

V i c t o r i a  C o l l e g e  S c e l l e n b o s c h  1 8 8 2  

U n i o n d a l e  N.G.  C hur ch  1 88 4  

P i c k e t b u r g  N.G.  Chur ch 18 88

R e f ;  ( a )  E n t r y  i n  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  N a t i o n a l  B i o g r a p h y  Vol 1 
( b )  T y p e s c r i p t  o f  h i s  m e m o i r s  w r i t t e n  c . 1 8 8 8  i n  N.G 

Cape Town.

p . 2 8 3  
Ar c h i  v e s ,
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ADOLPH G. HOWARD Architect

Bor n i n  1 8 5 3  i n  S o u t h a m p t o n ,  E n g l a n d ,  Sen o f  A . J .  Howard o f  

L o nd o n.  M a r r i e d  i n  1 8 8 6 .

Howard r e c e i v e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i l i n g  i n  E n g l a n d  i t  i s  n o t  

known w h e t h e r  he was a r t i c l e d  t o  an a r c h i t e c t  o r  n o t .  He a r r i v e d  i n  

t h e  Cape C o l o n y  i n  J a n u a r y  18 79  and was  e n g a g e d  a s  a d r a u g h t s m a n  

by t h e  P .W. D.  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r .  He a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  

d o n e  a . o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  f o r  t h e  new 

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  f r o m  1 8 7 9 - 8 5 .  In 1 8 8 3  he  be c am e C h i e f  D r a ug h ts ma n  

a nd i n  1897 A s s i s t a n t  A r c h i t e c t .

On G r e a v e s  r e t i r e m e n t  h e  became A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A s s i s t a n t  i n  1 9 0 1 ,  

f i n a l l y  b e c o m i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  A r c h i t e c t  i n  1 9 0 4 .

I t  i s  q u i t e  o o s s i b l e  t h a t  he  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  some p r i v a t e  work  

b u t  t h i s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  t r a c e d .

JAMES HOGG A r c h i t e c t  and E n g i n e e r

L i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  Hogg p r i o r  t o  a r r i v i n g  i n  Cape Town i n  c . 1 8 6 0 ,  

he  w o r k e d  on r a i l w a y s  i n  E n g l a n d ,  I r e l a n d ,  P o r t u g a l  and B r a z i l .  As 

an a r c h i t e c t  he  was a c t i v e  i n  Cape Town d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 1 - 6 4 .

He s e e m s  t o  h a v e  a d a p t e d  W h i t e ' s  d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a g e  o f  

b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  i n  1 8 6 2 .  The f i r s t  

S y n a g o g u e  i n  t h e  G ar de n s  i s  t o  h i s  d e s i g n s .  He was  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  

a r c h i t e c t  o f  S t .  J a m e s , S e a  P o i n t  i n  1 8 6 3  b u t  t h i s  c h u r c h  was  

n e v e r  c o m p l e t e d .  With A l s t o n ,  C . E .  he  s u b m i t t e d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  ' ••roposed 

Cape Town M a r k e t  i n  1 8 6 3 .

R e f :  Va r io iE  i t e m s  i n  t h e  Cape A r g u s  1 8 6 2 - 6 3
E v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  on R a i l w a y s  A4 o f  1 8 6 4 .



HERBERT 1. JONES Architect

Born i n  1 8 7 5  i n  K i m b e r l e y ,  t h e  e l d e s t  s o n  o f  E . H.  J o n e s ,  o n e

t i m e  m a y o r  o f  K i m b e r l e y ,  he  m a r r i e d  Mary W a l k e r  i n  1 8 9 9 .  2 c h i l d r e n .

J o n e s  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  C h a r l e s  Freeman i n  Cape Town and w o r k e d  

i n  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s .  T h i s  was  f o l l o w e d  by  s i x  mo nt hs  

s t u d y  a nd t r a v e l  in  E u r op e  and E n g l a n d .  He t h e n  b e c a me  c h i e f

a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  T . P .  W o r t h i n g t o n  and Son o f  B l a c k p o o l

b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Cape Town i n  1 8 9 7  w h e r e  he  s t a r t e d  p r a c t i c e .  The

p r a c t i c e  became J o n e s  and D r a i b y  i n  1 9 0 - .

The p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5  w e r e : -

W e s l e y a n  C h u r c h ,  R o s e b a n k  1 8 9 9  

W e s l e y a n  Chur ch M u i z e n b e r g  

W e s l e y a n  C h u r c h , C l a r e m o n t

Royal  S o u t h  W e s t e r n  H o s p i t a l ,  O u d t s h o o r n  c . 1 9C0

Rt ( b )  E n t r y S - WC o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  a nd  B u i l d e r  

May 1 9 0 5 .

FRANKLIN K. KENDALL 

Born i n  Au s t r a l i a  i n  1 8 7 0 .

K e n d a l l  s e r v e d  a two y e a r  c o u r s e  w i t h  a b u i l d e r  c o n t r a c t o r  t h e n  

s t u d i e d  t e c h n i c a l  s u b j e c t s  a t  K i n g ' s  C o l l e g e  and U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e ,

L o nd o n.  He t h e n  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  t o  P r o f .  R o g e r  S m i t h  and s u b ­

s e q u e n t l y  became a c h i e f  a s s i s t a n t  t o  Mr.  ( l a t e r  S i r )  W i l l i a m  Emerson  

o f  W e s t m i n s t e r .  In 1 8 9 4  h e  q u a l i f i e d  a s  an A . R . I . B . A .  He a r r i v e d  

i n  Cape Town i n  e a r l y  1 8 9 6  a nd w o r k e d  f o r  J .  P a r k e r  f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e .

In 1 8 9 7  a l o n g  w i t h  F.  Ma se y he  be c am e a j u n i o r  p a r t n e r  t o  H e rb e r t .

B a k e r .  C. 1 90 4  he  was i n  B l o e m f o n t e i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  work t h e r e .  He 

- e t u r n e d  t o  Cape Town i n  1 9 0 5  and manag ed  B a k e r  and M a s e y ' s  o f f i c e

f r o m  t h e n  o n .
P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s : -  P t i o r  t o  1 9 0 5 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  w i t h  B a k e r  & Ma se y .

S t .  M ar k s ,  S a l t  R i v e r  1 8 9 9  

Rhodes  B u i l d i n g  Cape Town 190 2

E n t r y  ' C o n t e m p o r a r y  a r c h i t e c t s .  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d i n g ,  May 1 90 5



WILL.AM H. KOHLER Architect and Engineer

The s o n  o f  C h a r l e s  K o h l e r  o f  L o nd o n,  e d u c a t e d  L o n d o n ? .

M a r r i e d  c . 1 8 6 0  H e l e n  H u t c h i n s o n  o f  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  2 s o n s .

N o t h i n g  i s  known o f  K o h l e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  b u t  i t  i s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  

h e  was  a r t i c l e d  t o  an a r c h i t e c t ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  L o nd o n.  I t  i s  a l s o  

r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  he  ahd e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  a r r i v e i n g  i n  

Cape  Town i n  1 8 5 2  a s  he  i s  d e s - r i b e d  by h i s  s o n  a s  b e i n g  m i d d l e  a g e d

i n  1 8 6 0 .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  h e  b o u g h t  f o u r  b u i l d i n g  p l o t s  i n

u p p e r  R o e ! a n d  S t r e e t ,  b u i l d i n g  two h o u s e s  i n  t h e  " E n g l i s h "  s t y l e .

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  he  w e n t  b a n k r u p t  i n  1 8 5 4 .  F r o r  1 8 5 2  -  57  

he was  e m p l o y e d  a s  a d r a u g h t s m a n  by  t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r s  d e p a r t m e n t .  He 

won t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o m b i n e d  S . A .  L i b r a r y  a n d  Museum b u i l d i n g  

i n  1 8 5 7  an d s u p e r v i s e d  < t  e r e c t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  A u g u s t  1 8 5 9 .  

D u r i n g  1 8 5 9  h e  s u b m i t t e d  a d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l .

From S e p t e m b e r  1 8 5 9  t o  D e ce m be r  1861 he  was  e m p l o y e d  a s  c l e r k  o f

w o r k s  on t h e  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  p a a r l  and M a lm e sb u rg  G o a l s .  In 18 66  h e  was

i n  p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape Town,  l e a v i n g  f o r  New York i n  t h a t  y e a r .  Hr d i e d  

i n  A m e r i c a .

Known b u i l u i n g s : -
H ouse  a nd  w a r e h o u s e  S t  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  185 3  

H o u s e s  i n  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  185 4

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  f P e n k e t h  
a d a p t e d  p l a n s ? )  1 8 5 7

S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a nd  Museum 1 8 5 7 - 5 9

A d d i t i o n s  t o  M a lm e sb u ry  P r i s o n  1 8 6 0

C a l v i n i a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s ?  1 86 2

R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  P r i s o n  ( w h i l e  a t  P . W . D . )  1 8 5 5 - 5 9

A t w e l l s  H ou se  & M i l l s  R o n d e b o s c h  c . 1 8 5 8

Two h o u s e s  a t  C a l e d o n  c .  1 8 6 0

R e f s :  ( a )  Memoirs  o '  C.W. K o h l e r  ( h i s  s o n )
( b )  P .W. D.  f i  e s  2 7 5 ,  2 8 8  ( Cape A r c h i v e s )



EDWARD B.  KNOX A r c h i t e c t  an d  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r

Born i n  1 8 4 5 .

He r e c e i v e d  h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  t r a i n i n g  a s  a p u p i l  o f  J ohn  Penn  

an d S o n s , m e c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r s  o f  G r e e n w i c h .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  be came  

a s  a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r  a t  t h e  C r os c o m b e  Lead and C h e m i c a l  Wo rks .

L a t e r  he  was an a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r  w i t h  S i r  J o s e p h  B a z a l g e t t e ,  a t  

t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Boa rd  o f  Wo rks .  From 1 8 7 2  t o  1 8 7 6  he  was  c o n ­

f i d e n t i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  T.  E l l i o t  H a r r i s o n  on t h e  H a r t l e p o o l  a nd Tyne  

D oc ks  E x t e n s i o n .  He be came  a s  a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C i v i l  

E n g i n e e r s  in 1 8 7 5 .

In 1 8 7 6  he  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town,  o p e n i n g  a p r a c t i c e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  became an A . R . I . B . A .  He l i v e d  i n  R o n d e b o s c h  w h e r e  

a n u m be r  o f  h i s  known wo r ks  w e r e .  In 1 8 8 4  he  be came  a f o u n d e r  member  

o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r s  a nd  A r c h i t e c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  He w e n t  t o  J o h a n n e s b u r g  

i n  1 8 8 9  w h e r e  he  p r a c t i s e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 0 3 .

H i s  known w o r k s  i n  Cape Twon a r e

C h a n c e l  t o  S t .  M a r y ' s  W o o d s t o c k  1 8 7 8  

D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  Ch a pe l  1 8 7 9 - 3 0  

A d d i t i o n s  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Long S t r e e t  18 7 9  

S t  P a u l s , B r e e  S t r e e t  1 8 7 8 - 8 0  

Caoe o f  Good Hope B a n k , Adde " l e y  S t .  1 8 8 0  

2 h o u s e s ,  G r o o t e  S c h u u r  E s t a t e  188 2  

V y n b e r g  H o u s e  188 3

R e f :  O b i t u a r y  N o t i c e ,  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r s

M i n u t e s  o f  P r o c e e d i n g  Vo! 156 ( 1 9 0 4 )



123.

JOHN LYON Architect

Bor n i n  1 8 7 6  i n  A b e r d e e n ,  s o n  o f  Jo hn  L yo n .

E d u c a t e d  a t  Grays  S c h o o l  o f  A r t  i n  A b e r d e e n .  He was  a r t i c l e d  t o  

E l l i s  a n d  W i l s o n  o f  A b e r d e e n  a nd  a f t e r w a r d s  w o r k e d  f o r  N i v e n  and  

W i g g l e s w o r t h  o f  Lo nd on.  He a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  i n  1 8 9 6 ,  

w o r k i n g  f o r  S y d n e y  S t e n t  u n t i l  1 8 9 8  when he  w e n t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  on  

h i s  own.

C h i e f  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5 :

J e w i s h  S y n a g o g u e ,  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t

H o f f m a n s  B u i l d i n g s ,  Cape Town

S o u t h e r n  L i f e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t  
( w i t h  C. H.  S m i t h )

FRANCIS MASEY A r c h i t e c t

Bor n i n  London i : i  1 8 6 1 ,  t h e  t h i r d  s o n  o f  P . E .  ’l a s e y ,  a r c h i t e c t  o f  

L o nd o n.  Masey d i d  h i s  e a r l y  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .  In 1 8 7 8  he  

e n t e r e d  t h e  o f f i c e  A. W a t e r - h o u s e ,  w h e r e  he  s t a y e d  u n t i l  1 8 8 6 .

The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he j o i n e d  t h e  Roya l  Acadamy S c h o o l s , w i n n i n g  t h e  

S o a n e  M e d a l l i o n  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  him t o  t r a v e l  t o  E u r o p e .

In 1 8 8 9  h e  won t h e  T i t e  p r i z e  c o m p e t i t i o n  and t h e  S o a n e  p r i z e .

T h a t  y e a r  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  more  E u r op e an  t r a v e l .  

He a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 9 6 ,  j o i n i n g  t h e  P . W. D.  w h i c h  he  l e f t  i n  

1 8 9 8  t o  be come  a p a r t n e r  o f  H e r b e r t  B a k e r .  In 1901 h e  became a 

f e l l o w  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .  He was a f o u n d e r  member o f  t h e  S . A .  S o c i e t y  

o f  A r c h i t e c t s  i n  1 9 0 1 ,  b e ’ ng i t s  H o n o r a r y  S e c r e t a r y .  L a t e r  i n  

1 9 0 7 ,  h e  became i t s  P r e s i d e n t .  In 1 9 0 9  h e  w e n t  t o  R h o d e s i a ,  d y i n g  

t h e r e  i n  1 9 1 2 .

Re r : E n t r y  i n  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  N a t i o n a l  B i o g r a p h y  Vol 111 P. 586



124.

GILBERT McDOUGALL Architect

Bo r n i n  1 8 1 5  i n  S c o t l a n d .

He s t u d i e d  i n  Rome,  t h e n  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  t o  Thomas C u b i t t  f rom  

1 8 3 3  t o  1 8 8 0 .  A f t e r  t h i s  he  be c am e an a s s i s t a n t  t o  S i r  C h a r l e s  

B a r r y  f r o m  1 8 4 0  t o  1 8 4 3  a nd  w o r ke d  on t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  

a t  W e s t m i n s t e r .

From 1 8 4 3  u n t i l  18 4 9  h e  had h i s  own o f f i c e  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  S t r e e t .

W i t h  J ohn Thomas and J o h n  G i b s o n , h e  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Bank B u i l d i n g  i n  G l a s c o w .  F or  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s  h e  came t o  t h e  Cape  

i n  e a r l y  1 8 4 9  w h e r e  h e  o p e n e d  a p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape  Town.

He was  S e c r e a t r /  t o  t h e  F i n e  A r t s  E x h i b i t i o n  h e l d  i n  1 8 5 1 .  At  t h e

e x h i b i t i o n  he  d i s p l a y e d  h i s  d r a w i n g  o f  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

W e s t m i n s t e r ,  h i s  s k e t c h  s c h e m e s  f o r  t h e  D i o c e s a n  H o u s e ,  t h e  new 

Cape  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and

S t .  G e o r g e s  Grammar S c h o o l . He d i e d  i n  J u l y  ’ 8 5 2 .

H i s  known b u i l d i n g s  a r e : -

S t  G e o r g e s  Grammar S c h o o l  1 8 5 0

Grand S t a n d ,  Gre en P o i n t  R a c e c o u r s e  1851

M e t h o d i s t  C h a p e l ,  Wynberg  1851

R e f :  ( a )  G i l b e r t  M c D o u g a l 1 -  A Cape  A r c h i t e c t  a nd H i s  B u i l d i n g s
R. R.  L a n g h a m - C a r t e r ,  L a n t e r n  Dec 1 9 7 6  -  Feb 1 9 7 7  

( b )  G i l b e r t  M c D o u g a l 1 -  R . R.  L a n g h a m - C a r t e r .  A f r i k a n a  
N o t e s  and News Vo1 22 No 6 Ju n e  1 9 7 7 .

DAM EL K. McINTOSH

B or n i n  1 8 7 5  i n  A r d r o s s a n ,  S c o t l a n d ,  he  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  1882  

and was  e d u c a t e d  t h e r e .

M c I n t o s h  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  t o  C h a r l e s  Freeman i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s  

e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m i n g  h i s  c h i e f  d r a u g h t s m a n .  He o p e n e d  h i s  own 

p r a c t i c e  i n  1 8 9 9 .  P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5  a r e : -

S t e p h e n  M c P h e r s o n s ,  P l e i n  S t r e e t  

C h em s id e  H o t e l , S i r  Lowry Read

W e i n e r  & Co S t o r e  o f f  R i e b e e c k  S t .  ( w i t h  F r e e m a n ) .

R e f :  E n t r y  i n  " C o n t e m p o r a ry  A r c h i t e c t s " ,  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d e r  May 19 0 5



125.

JOHN PARKER Architect

Born i n  13 6 6  i n  G r e e n o c k ,  S c o t l a n d ,  t h e  s o n  o f  J o h n P a r k e r ,

he was  e d u c a t e d  i n  G l a s c o w  a nd  m a r r i e d  S u s a n  Green i n  1 8 9 2 .  7 c h i l d r e n .

P a r k e r  was  a r t i c l e d  t o  Thompson a nd  B a i r d  o f  G l a s c o w .  In 1 8 8 3  he  

a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town w h e r e  he  w o r ke d  f o r  C h a r l e s  Fre eman f o r  s e v e n  

y e a r s ,  o p e n i n g  h i s  own p r a c t i c e  i n  1 8 9 0 .  H i s  f i r m  be c am e o n e  o f  

t h e  l a r g e r  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  s e e m i n g l y  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  c h u r c h e s  

and c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  P a r k e r  was a l s o  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a r c h i t e c t  

t o  O h l s s o n ' s  B r e w e r i e s ,  d o i n g  a l a r g e  nu mbe r  o f  H o t e l s .  He be c am e  

and F . R . I . B . A .  i n  1 9 0 2 .  A l s o  a c t i v e  i n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s ,  he  be ca me  

a Cape Town C i t y  c o u n c i l l o r  i n  1901 and Mayor  i n  1 9 1 3 .  The f i r m  

l a t e r  ( 1 9 0 5 )  be c am e P a r k e r  a nd F o r s y t h .  I t  s t i l l  s u r v i v e s  a s  

F o r s y t h  a nd P a r k e r .

P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5 : -

G a r l i c k s ,  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t

C l e g h o r n  a nd  M o r r i s ,  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t

Cu mbe r! an u H o t e l  S t  C e c r g e ' s  S t r e e t

H e y n e s ,  Mathew 1 8 9 4

Woodl and and P l a n t

H ep w or t h s

W. Duncan & Co

Ko pe r  and S e a l e s

W h i t e ,  Ryans

D i x i e s  C a f e

B u r m e i s t e r s

W h i t e  H ou se  H o t e l ,  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  1 8 9 4

W h i t e  H o us e  H o t e l  S t r a n d  1 8 9 8

Ga rd en s  and Mowbray P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h e s  1 9 0 4 ,  1 89 9

S e a  P o i n t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h ur ch  18 96

S e a  P o i n t  W e s l e y a n  Chur ch 1 89 8

C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Cl ub  1 8 9 7

R e f :  ( c )  Who' s  Who 1 9 0 8

( b )  E n t r y  i n  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s "  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d e r  May 1 905



PETER PENKETH Architect and Contractor

H i s  a n t e c e d e n t s  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  c . 1 8 4 5  a r e  

u n k n o w n ,  b u t  a s  i n  1845  he  was  f o r e m a n  o f  wo r kd  i n  t h e  Royal  

E n g i n e e r s  i t  was  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a “T r a de "  b a c k g r o u n d .  I n  18 50  

h e  b e c a m e  a c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  and by 1 8 5 4  he  was  i n  p r a c t i c e  an h i s  

own a c c o u n t .  D u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  he  was  b r i e f l y  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  

J ohn C a l v e r t .  I t  was  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  he  b u i l t  K l o o f  L o d g e ,  

h i s  h o u s e  a b o v e  K l o o f  Road .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s  h-» was  

c h u r c h w a r d e n  o f  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l . A l t h o u g h  i n  t h e  R . E .  i t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  P e n k e t h  was c o n t r a c t  ng and o f f e r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  an 

a r c h i t e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 ' s  and d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s .

In 1351  he  s u b m i t t e d  two d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  New S o u t h  A f r i c a n  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y  a nd  Museum.  He was  a p p o i n t e d  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  i n  1 8 5 8 ,  w h i c h  

p o s t  he  h e l d  u n t i l  1 8 7 2 .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  he  was  g i v e n  an 

i n c r e a s e d  s a l a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a s e  h i s  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  P r i o r  

t o  t h i s  h e a p p e a r s  t o  havt.  s u b m i t t e d  a d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f

S t e l l e n b o s c h  N . G .  C h u r c h ,  c . 1 8 6 3 .  He r e t i r e d  a s  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  i n  1 8 7 2 ,

r e t u r n i n g  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  L a n c a s h i r e ,  s e l l i n g  K l o o f  Lo dge  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

year.
H i s  known w o r k s  a r e : -

The S c o t t i s h  F r e e  Church

G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e ?  1 8 4 8 - 5 0

S t .  M a r t i n s ,  Cape Town 1 8 5 1 - 5 3

S t .  P e t e r s  Mowbray c .  1 8 5 2

S t .  J o h n s  Long S t r e e t  1 8 5 3 - 5 7  ( w i t h  C a l v e r t )

S t  M a r y s ,  S t e l l e n b o s h  1 8 5 3

T a u n t o n  H o u s e ,  H of  S t r e e t  c . 1 8 5 4  ( w i t h  C a l v e r t )

The  New C h u r c h ,  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  c .  1 8 5 4  

K l o o f  Lodge  1855  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church 1 8 5 7  

C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  ( m o d i f i e d  K o h l e r  d e s i g n )

W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  B a n k ,  P a a r l  1 8 5 8  

The New M a r k e t ,  C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  1 8 6 4 - 6 5

P e n k e t h  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  a c t e d  a s  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  o r  s u p e r v i s i n g

a r c h i t e c t  on t h e  i n i t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  i n  1 8 5 2

He wa s  a l s o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b u i l d i n g s :

The R o e ! a n d  S t r e e t  Goal  1 8 5 6 - 5 8

The  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  Goal  c . 1 8 5 4

S t  M a r t i n s  Church  

He a l s o  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n s  t o  S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h  c . 1 8 5 4



GEORGE RANSOME A r c h i t e c t

Bo r n i n  1 8 5 4  i n  E n g l a n d ,  he  w as  a r t i c e l e d  t o  J . M a c V i c a r - A n d e r s o n  

o f  London ( o n e  t i m e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A . ) .  Ransome was  a l s o  

a s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  S o u t h  K e n s i n g t o n  S c h o o l  o f  A r t .  He a r r i v e d  i n  Cape  

Town i n  1 8 7 9  a nd was  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  P . W . D .  f rom 1 8 8 0  t o  1 8 8 4 .  In 

1 8 8 0  h e  was  a d m i t t e d  a s  an a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .  From 1 8 8 4  he  

c ommenced p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  b e c o m i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  I t  was  a c t u a l l y  on h i s  f i r s t  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e

C o l o n i a l  Mutual  B u i l d i n g  i n  1 8 8 7  t h  a t  t h e  Mansard r o o f  was  i n t r o d u c e d

t o  Cape Town.  He l a t e r  be c am e an F . R . I . B . A .

H i s  c h i e f  b u i l d i n g s  we r e : -

The  S e a  P o i n t  H a l l  1884  

S t  J o h n s  C hur ch  Wynberg 1 8 8 4  

A r d e r n e s  B u i l d i n g  

C o l o n i a l  Mut ua l  B u i l d i n g s  1 8 8 7  

C o l o n i a l  Orphan Chambers  

E c o n o m i c  O u t f i t t e r s  c .  1 8 9 3  

Cape Ti mes  B u i l d i n g  c .  1 8 9 3  

Cape  Argus  B u i l d i n g  c .  1 8 9 4  

S t  James  C h u r c h ,  S e a  P o i n t  18 98  

J u t a ' s  B u i l d i n g ,  A d d e r ! e y  S t  c .  1 9 0 0  

J u t a  s  B u i l d i n g  S t .  G e o r g e s  S t r e e t  

Markhams c .  1 9 0 0  

Good Hope S a v i n g s  Bank

He was  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a number od ' s p e c '  h o u s e s .



128.

CHARLES E . READ Architect

L i t t l e  i s  known o f  R e a d ' s  a n t e c e d e n t s  b u t  he  p r o b a b l y  t r a i n e d  a s  

a d r a u g h t s m a n / d r a w i n g  c l e r k  and m i g h t  e v e n  h a v e  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s .

He a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 5 9  a s  a c l e r k  i n  t h e  R a i l w a y  E n g i n e e r s  

D e p a r t m e n t .  In 1 8 6 0  he e n t e r e d  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n  

an d was  a w a r d e d  j o i n t  f i r s t  p r i z e  f o r  h i s  " G o t h i s "  d e s i g n .  L a t e  

i n  1861 he  f o r me d  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  We lc hma n.  They  w e r e  i n  p r a c t i c e  

t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  1 8 6 7 .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l e f t  f o r  

L on d o n .  I n  1 8 7 4  he  s u b m i t t e d  a d e s i g n  u n d e r  t h e  nom de  pl ume o f  

" S o u t h e r n  C r o s s "  i n  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n .

H i s  known w o r k s  ( i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  We lc hma n)  a r e : -  

C o l e s b e r g  N. G.  Church 1 86 2

S t o r e s  f o r  A n d e r s o n  & S a x o n  and S t e i n  & Co Rog ge  Bay 1 8 6 3  

A d d i t i o n s  a nd  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  H. B r e d a s ’ House  1 8 6 3  

Cr a do c k N. G.  Chur ch 1 8 6 3

A d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  P l y m o u t h  H o u s e ,  S i r  Lowry Rd.  
i n  1 8 6 3

A d d i t i o n s  t o  A . S .  R o b e r t s o n s

P r o j e c t  f o r  an H o t e l

C e n t r a l  Ca u s e w a y  186 4

Wool s t o r e  f o r  M a n u e l , S i r  Lowry Rd. 1 8 6 4

A d d i t i o n s  t o  Mowbray Chur ch 1 86 4

A d d i t i o n s  f o r  C. W a t e r m e y e r , Wynberg 1 865

P r o j e c t  f o  H o t e l ,  K e n i l w o r t h  1 8 6 5

H i s  own h o u s e , Wynberg 1 8 6 5

Al b a n y  H a l l ,  Grahamstovm 1 8 6 5

T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e ,  S i m o n s t o w n  1 86 6

Gu a r d i a n  A s s u r a n c e  B u i l d i n g s , Grahamst own 1 8 6 7 .



ARTHUR HENRY REID Architect

Bor n i n  1856  i n  P l y m o u t h ,  E n g l a n d  t h e  e l d e s t  s o n  o f  W.H. R e i d ,  

A r c h i t e c t .  He was  m a r r i e d  t o

R e i d  was  e d u c a t e d  i n  E n g l a n d  and s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  t o  h i s  f a t h e r .

In 1 8 7 7  he  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .  He j o i n e d  t h e  

C i t y  E n g i n e e r s  D e p a r t m e n t  and became A s s i s t a n t  v i t y  E n g i n e e r  i n  

1 8 7 8 .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  was  a p p o i n t e d  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  i n  Grahams t o w n .  

He r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h i s  p o s t  i n  1 8 8 2  t o  g o  i n t o  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  

P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  w h e r e  he  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  1 8 8 7 .  In 1881 he  be ca me  

an a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  R . I . B . A .  and was  a l s o  a f o u n a e r  member o f  t h e  

E n g i n e e r s  and A r c h i t e c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 8 8 4 .  He w e n t  t o  

J o h a n n e s b u r g  i n  1 8 8 7  w h e r e  he  o p e n e d  an o f f i c e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  

f r o m  1 8 9 2  t o  1 8 9 3 ,  he  was  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S . A . A  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t s  

a nd  E n g i n e e r s .  In 1 8 9 7  h e  c o m b i n e d  h i s  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  h i s  

b o t h e r ' s ,  W. R e i d  who t o o k  o v e r  t h e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  b r a n c h ,  w h i l e  he  

e t u r n e d  t o  Cape  Town.  The  f i r m  was  known a s  A.  and W. R e i d .

In 1901 a l r e a d y  an F . R . I . B . A . , h e  b e c a me  a f o u n d a t i o n  member o f  t h e  

S . A .  S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t s .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  b e c a me  t h e  f i r s t  

n r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d  Cape I n s t i t u t e  c f  A r c h i t e c t s .

R e f :  Who' s  Who 1 90 8

WALTER REID A r c h i t e c t

Born i n  186 6  i n  P l y m o u t h ,  E n g l a n d  s o n  o f  W.H. R E i d ,  A r c h i t e c t .

He a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town i n  18 77  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .  E d u c a t e d  a t  t h e  

D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  and t h e  S . A .  C o l l e g e  h e  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  t o  

h i s  f a t h e r .  From 1 8 8 6  -  189 6 h e  was  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C i t y  E n g i n e e r .

In 1 8 9 6  he  o p e n e d  h i s  own p r a c t i c e  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  

h e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  h i s  b o r t h e r ' s ,  A. H.  R e i d .  He t h e n  moved t o  

J o h a n n e s b u r g  t o  manage  t h e  b r a n c h  t h e r e .  The f i r m  w e n t  u n d e r  t h e  

t i t l e  o f  A. and W. R e i d .



WILLIAM HENRY REID Architect

Born i n  London i n  1 8 3 1 ,  h e  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  W i l l i a m  R e i d .  He m a r r i e d  

E l l e n  K n c - t .  8  c h i l d r e n .

He p r a c t i s e d  i n  P l y m o u t h ,  E n g l a n d  f r o m 1 8 5 6  -  7 7 ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  

Cape i n  1 8 7 7 .  U n t i l  t h e  mi d 1 8 9 0 ‘ s  h e  had a p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape Town.

He was  a f o u n d e r  member o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r s  and A r c h i t e c t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

i n  18 L 1 . He d i e d  i n  1 9 0 0 .  H i s  two s o n s  A r t h u r  a nd W a l t e r  w e r e  b o t h  

a r c h i t e c t s .

R.M. ROBERTSON A r c h i t e c t

R o b e r t s o n  s e r v e d  h i s  i n d e n t u r e s  w i t h  A . B . Cr ombi e  F . R . I . B . A .  o f

D u m f r i e s , S c o t l a n d .  He t h e n  w o r k e d  f o r  S o l o ma n a nd S t e i n t h a l  o f  M a n c h e s t e r .

He a r r i v e d  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  f i r s t  w o r k i n g  f o r  D u . s c o m b e  on

h i s  d r a i n a g e  s c h e m e r  and t h e n  j o i n i n g  t h e  r a i l w a y  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a f f .

E v e n t u a l l y  he  j o i n e d  G e o r g e  R a n s o m t , r e m a i n i n g  w i t h  hi m f o r  s i x

y e a r s .  In 1 8 9 6  he commenced p r a c t i c e  on h i s  own a c c o u n t .

H i s  p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5  a r e : -

T . I .  F r a s e r ' s  p r e m i s e s .  Long S t r e e t .  L o n g m a r k e t  S t
S i r  Lowry Road and F r a n c i s  S t .

J a s .  R o b e r t s o n s  p r e m i s e s ,  M o s t e r t  S t . ,  B a r r a c k  S t .
B u i t e n k a n t  S t r e e t .

J . J .  H i l l  & C o ' s  f a c t o r y ,  S i r  Lowry Road

V i c t o i r a  N u r s e s  I n s t i t u e

H a r r i s o n ' s ,  S t r a n d  S t r e e t

A d d i t i o n s  a nd  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Royal  L od ge

E. K.  G r e e n  & C o ,  S o m e r s e t  Rd. & D i x o n S t r e e t

S t e l l e n b o s c h  B o y ' s  H igh  S c h o o l  c .  18 96

C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h

Y. M. C .A .  H a l l ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h

C o t t a g e  H o s p i t a l , S t e l l e n b o s c h

T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h

He i s  a l s o  r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  b u i l t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  S o m e r s e t  W e s t ,  Gordon s  
B a y ,  C a l e d o n ,  P a a r l , C e r e s  an d S i m o n s t o w n .

R e f :  E n t r y  i n  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t ^ '  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  & B u i l d e * - r!ay >905



GEORGE GORDON SAMSON Architect

Born i n  1 8 7 5  i n  C h e s h i r e ,  E n g l a n d ,  he  was t h e  s o n  o f  A . G.  S am son.  

M a r r i e d  i n  1 8 9 8 .

Samson was  e d u c a t e d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  i n  1 8 9 3 .  

He was  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  c . 1 9 0 0 .

R e f :  Who's  Who 190 8

JULIUS R. SCHROEDER A r c h i t e c t

Born i n  1 8 5 8  i n  B e r l i n ,  he  was  t h e  s o n  o f  F . A .  S c h r o e d e r .

He m a r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  B a r o n s k y  i n  1 8 8 5 .  2 c h i l d r e n .

S c h r o e d e r  s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  i n  B e r l i n ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  

i n  1 8 9 4 .

R e f :  Who' s  Who 190 8

JOHANN E.  SEELIGER A r c h i t e c t

B or n i n  1 8 6 3  i n  P a a r l , t h e  e l d e s t  s o n  o f  G. S e e l i g e r .

He m a r r i e d  Anna F i s c h e r  i n  1 8 9 4 .  5 c h i l d r e n .

S e e l i g e r  was  e d u c a t e d  and r e c e i v e d  h i s  e a r l y  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  

Cape  Town.  He t h e n  w e n t  t o  G er ma ny ,  q u a l i f i e d  a c a d e m i c a l l y ,  and  

w o r k e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  P r o f .  M. Mugner  o f  B e r l i n .  

He r e t u r n e d  t o  Cape Town i n  1 8 9 0  and commenced p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  

P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e : -

S . A. News B u i l d i n g  

S p i l h a u s  & Co 

J . H .  S t a r r

Town H a l l  S o m e r s e t  S t r a n d  

Tower a nd a d d i t i o n s  t o  D a r l i n g  N. G.  Church  

H o t e l , De Aar

R e f :  E n t r y  i n  " C o nt e m p or a r y  A r c h i t e c t s "  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d e r
Who' s  Who 1 90 8



EDWARD SIMPKIN Architect

Born i n  1 8 5 3  i n  L a n c a s h i r e ,  h e  was  e d u c a t e d  i n  M a n c h e s t e r ,  a r r i v i n g  

i n  Cape Town i n  1 8 8 0 .  He w o r ke d  f o r  C h a r l e s  Freeman u n t i l  1 8 9 6 .

When h a v i n g  won t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  new H a rb o u r  B o a r d  O f f i c e s  

he  w e n t  i n t o  o r a c t i c e  on h i s  own.

P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s : -

H a rb o u r  Bo ar d O f f i c e s  1 8 9 6  -  1 9 0 0

F i s h  M a rk e t  13 99

JOHN SKIRROW A r c h i t e c t ,  S u r v e y o r  and C o n t r a c t o r

S K i r r o w  was  s e n t  t o  Cape Twon by  t h e  B r i t i s h  A d m i r a l t y  i n  1 8 2 5  t o  

s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  R o ya l  O b s e r v a t o r y .  T h i s  was  f i n i s h e d  

i n  1 8 2 7 .  From t h e n  u n t i l  1 8 3 4  h e  h e l d  v a r i o u s  p o s t s ,  a m o n g s t  w h i c h  

w e r e  G o v e r n m e n t  A r c h i t e c t  a nd C i v i l  E n g i n e e r .  From 1 8 3 8  t o  i ShO 

he  was  a c t i n g  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r . He d i e d  i n  1 8 4 6 .

H i s  p r i n c i p a l  w o r k s  a r e : -

S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l

S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Wynberg ( b o t h  d e s i g n s )

S t .  F r a n c i s ,  S i m o n s  town

The C u po l a  on t h e  B u r g h e r  Watch H o u s e .

R e f :  E n t r y  i n  " D i c t i o n a r y  o f  N a t i o n a l  B i o g r a p h y "  Vol 111 p . 7 4 0



C. H.  SMITH
A r c h i t e c t

He s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  a Mr D u r a n t ,  a r c h i t e c t  and s u r v e y o r  

i n  S u r r e y ,  E n g l a n d ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  Royal  E n g i n e e r s ,  

b e i n g  e m p l o y e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  R . E.  I n s t i t u t e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  

S c h o o l s .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  h e  b e c a me  c h i e f  d r a u g h t s m a n  o f  t h e  A l d e r s h o t  

d i s t r i c t .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  he  wa s  a p p o i n t e d  c h i e f  d r a u g h t s m a n  t o  

t h e  Commanding Royal  E n g i n e e r ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  He was  b a s e d  i n  

Cape Town a t  t h e  C a s t l e .  A f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  a t  t h i s  p o s t ,  he  r e t u r n e d  

t o  a s i m i l a r  o n e  i n  t h e  W o o l w i c h  D i s t r i c t .

In  1 3 9 5 ,  h a v i n g  r e c e n t l y  be c om e a n  A . R . I . B . A .  h e  r e s i g n e d  f r o m t h e  

Roya l  E n g i n e e r s  a nd r e t u r n e d  t o  Cope  Town t o  s e t  up a p r a c t i c e .

P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5  a r e : -

M a ns io n  H o u s e ,  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  1 8 9 8  

F l e t c h e r ' s  R e t i a l ,  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t  

C a r l t o n  B u i l d i n g s ,  P a r l i a m e n t  S t r e e t  

R ot und a H a l l , Camps Bay 

Swimnrng B a t h s ,  Camps Bay 

C a r t w r i g h t s  W a r e h o u s e ,  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  

E a s t  End P u b l i c  S c h o o l s .

R e f :  Entry in  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s " .  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  a nd  B u i l d e r



SAMUEL STONLSTREET Architect and Surveyor

Born i n  London i n  1 8 3 3 ,  h e  was  m a r r i e d  and had e i g h t  c h i l d r e n .

S t o n e s t r e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  i n  L o n d o n ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  

Cape Town i n  1 8 6 1 .  He f o r m e d  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  T u p p e n , a c i v i l  

e n g i n e e r ,  a nd  t h e  f i r m  p r a c t i s e d  a ;  a r c h i t e c t s  and c i v i l  e n g i n e e r s ,  

h e y  w e r e  a c t i v e  f rom 186 2  u n t i l  1 8 6 7  when t h e y  w e n t  b a n k r u p t . Tuppen  

t h e n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  l e f t  Cape Town.  S t o n e s t r e e t  c o n t i n u e d  p r a c t i c e  on  

h i s  own u n t i l  1 8 7 3 ,  when h e  w e n t  t o  K i m b e r l e y  a s  a d i a mo nd  m e r c h a n t .

In 18 75  he was s t i l l  known a s  s u c h .  He d i e d  i n  1881 i n  K i m b e r l e y  

o f  d y s e n t r y .

H i s  d e a t h  n o t i c e  r e c o r d s  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  a s  a r c h i t e c t  a nd c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  

s o  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h e  w as  s t i l l  i n  p r a c t i c e  i n  h i s  l a s t  y e a r s .  He 

l e f t  n o t h i n g  b u t  two p a t e n t s ,  o n e  f o r  m a ki n g  b r i c k s  and t h e  o t h e r  

f o r  c r u s h i n g  b l u e  e a r t h .  D u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  i n  Cape Town, he  was  an 

a c t i v e  member o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  L o d g e .

The  known w o r k s  o f  Tuppen a nd  S t o n e s t r e e t  a r e : -

The  H a r b o u r  Boar d O f f i c e s  1 8 6 3
L odge  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s ,  Cnr S t .  J o h n  & B o q u e t  S t .  1 86 3  
P r o t e c t e u r  B u i l d i n g ,  G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u . , 1 8 6 3  
S t a n d a r d  Bank B u i l d i n g ,  A d d e r e l y  S t r e e t  1 8 6 3  
Mal me sb ur y N . G .  Church 1 8 6 3  
2 S t o r e s  f o r  L i e b r a n d t ,  Loop S t r e e t ,  1 86 4  
New S t o r e s ,  C e n t r a l  C a u s e w a y ,  1 8 6 4
A d d i t i o n s  a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s  Gl en  A l p i n e  V i l l a ,  C o n s t a n t ! , 1 8 6 4
The  S a n c t u a r y ,  S t .  Mary R. C.  C a t h e d r a l
A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  E s t a t e  and Orphan C h a m b e r s ,
A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  1 8 6 4
W a l l s  and K e y i n g  t o  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  C a l e d o n  Squ 1 8 6 3
P r o j e c t  f o r  an H o t e l ,  Wynberg 1 8 6 5
S h o p s  and d w e l l i n g s ,  s t a n d / L o n g  S t r e e t ,  18 6 5
G r a n g e r  a nd  Company S t o r e s ,  C au se wa y 1865
S t o r e s  a nd O f f i c e s ,  G o o d l i f f e ,  S m a r t  and S e a r l e ,
S t  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  1 86 5
A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  T h e a t - e  R o y a l ,  H a r r i s o n  S t r e e t ,  1866  
S e a r c h e r s  O f f i c e ,  C e n t r a l  C au se way  1 86 6  
2nd P r i z e ,  G i l l  C o l l e g e  C o m p e t i t i o n ,  1 8 6 5

T h e s e  Works a r e  by  him A l o n e

D w e l l i n g s  f o r  M i s s  A i n g  and Dr.  R o s e n w e i g ,  P a a r l  18 67  
S t .  A i o y s i u s  H a l l ,  S t .  J o h n s S t r e e t  1 8 6 8  
R e b u i l d i n g  o f  R a t h f e l o e r s  H o t e l ,  D i e p  R i v i e r  1 8 6 9  
Van d e r  B y l ' s  P r e m i — s ,  S t  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  1 8 7 0  
K r u i s  V a l l e y  Church -  T u l b a c h  1871  
S . A . C .  S c h o o l  ? 1 8 7 3



135.

J.C. T'JLLEY Architect

B o m  i n  N c - w c a s t ' e - o n - T y n e , E n g l a n d .  Son o f  C. T u l l e y ,  m a r r i e d  

May B a l l  i n  1 8 9 0 .  2 c h i l d r e n .

He s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  R . J .  J o h n s o n ,  F . S . A .  F . R . I . S . A .

D i o c e s a n  s u r v e y o r .  In 1 8 8 2  he  was  e l e c t e d  an A . R . I . B . A .  a f t e r  

w h i c h  h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  S o u t h  o f  E n g l a n d  b e i n g  v a r i o u s l y ;  B u i l d i n g  Surveyo*-  

t o  t h e  B or o u g h  o f  C r o y d o n ,  R e s i d e n t  E n g i n e e r  f o r  t h e  D o r k i n g  Main  

S e w e r a g e  W o r k s ,  C o n t r a c t o r s  E n g i n e e r  f o r  Model  D w e l l i n g s  and many 

o t h e r  p o s t s .

T u l l e y  a r r i v e d  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  1 8 8 9 .  He w e n t  t o  J o h a n n e s b u r g  

w h e r e  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s  he  wa s  c o n t r a c t o r s  e n g i n e e r  on t h e  S t o c k  E x c h a n g e  

B u i l d i n g .  A f t e r  t h i s  he  w e n t  t o  B l o e m f o n t e i n  and s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  

e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  R a a d s a a l .  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  he  w e n t  t o  t h e  Cape  

a n d  a c t e d  a s  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  o f  H. B a k e r  on G r o o t e  S c h u u r .  In 1 8 9 7  

h e  commenced p r a c t i c e  w i t h  S p e n c e r  W a t e r s  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  T u l l e y  and  

W a t e r s .

P r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 5  a r e : -

Marsh M em or ia l  Home,  R o n d e b a s c h  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  R o b e r t s o n  

R i t t e r ' s ,  B ur g S t r e e t

B . H.  P a r k e r ' s  S t r a n d / B u r g  S t r e e t  

Mowbray Town H a l l  1 9 0 4

R e f :  ( a )  Who' s  Who 1 9 0 3

( b )  E n t r y  i n  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s "  S . A .  A R c h i t e c t  & B u i l d e r  May 1905
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GEORGE W A L L I S  Architect and Contractor

Bor n i n  1 8 2 4  i n  B u s h e y ,  H e r t s , E n g l a n d ,  m a r r i e d  Ag n es  B e l l  

i n  1 8 5 0 .

He a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  i n  1 8 4 8  a nd  was  e m p l o y e d  b y  M. B u t l e r  -  

b u i l d e r .  He was  a mason b y  t r a d e .

In 1 8 5 4  p r o s p e c t e d  f o r  c o p p e r  i n  N a m a q u a l a n d ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Cape  

Town t o  j o i n  t h e  P.W. D.  He t e n d e r e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  t h e  Con­

g r e g a t i o n a l  Chur ch i n  C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  i n  1 8 5 6 .  In t h a t  y e a r  he  b u i l t  

t h e  p o r c h  and c h u r c h y a r d  w a l l  o f  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  C a l e d o n .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 8 - 5 9  he  was  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  o f  t h e  new S . A .

L i b r a r y  and Museum.  From 1 8 5 9 - 6 2 ,  h e  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

w o r k s  g o a l s  a t  O u d t s h o o r n , h o s s e l  B a y ,  G e o r g e  a nd  P r i n c e  A l b e r t .  W h i l s t  

i n  O u d t s h o o r n  he d e s i g n e d  t h e  N.G.  Church and S t .  J u d e s .  From 

1 8 6 2 - 6 4  he  was  a g a i n  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  on t h e  L i b r a r y  and Museum b u i l d i n g .

In 1 8 6 5  he  a d d e d  two b a y s  t o  S t .  S a v i o u r s , C l a r e m o n t .  A f t e r  t h i s  

he  w as  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s  on t h e  N. G.  Chur ch a t  C r a d o c k .  T h i s  was  c o m p l e t e d

i n  1 8 6 8 .  He d e s i g n e d  t h e  p u l p i t  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h .  The e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e

G i l f i l l a n  B r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  F i s h  R i v e r  ( o p e n e d  i n  1 8 6 9 )  wa s  s u p e r v i s e d  

by h i m .  R e j o i n i n g  t h e  P . W. D .  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  he  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  g o a l s  a t  

S w e l l e n d a m  and B e a u f o r t  We s t  ( 1 8 7 2 ) .  L a t e r , i n  1 8 7 4 ,  he  manage d  

a Wool w a s h i n g  P l a n t  a t  K l a a r s t r o o m .  P r o b a b l y  a l s o  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  A l l  S a i n t s ,  U n i o n d a l e  ( c o n s e c r a t e d  1 8 7 5 )  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  S t .  M a t t h e w s ,  W i l l o w m o r e ,  ( c o n s e c r a t e d  1 8 8 1 ) .  

He d e s i g n e d  and b u i l t  t h e  Good S h e p h e r d  C h u r c h , K l a a r s t r o o m  i n  188U.

T h a t  y e a r  t h e  c h a n c e l  and p o r c h  o f  S t .  J u d e s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  h i s  d e s i g n .

In 1881 he  r e t u r n e d  t o  C l a r e m o n t  and was  a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r  d u r i n g  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  M o l t e n o  R e s e r v o i r .  The N o r t h  T r a s e p t ,  Organ 

Chamber and B e l  1 Tower a t  S t  J u d e s , a l l  t o  h i s  d e s i g n  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  

i n  1 8 8 7 .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he b u i l t  a s c h o o l - c h a p e l  b e y o n d  H a r f i e l d  

Road S t a t i o n  a nd  add ed  a C h a n c e l  and T r a n s e p t s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  t h e  Good 

S h e p h e r d  i n  P r o t e a  V i l l a g e .  In 1894 he  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  Town H a l l  a t  W i l l o w m o r e .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  he  was a t  O u d t s h o o r n ,  

t o  s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S . A .  Mutual  B u i l d i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  e x t e n s i o n s  t o  S t .  J u d e s . In t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e x e c u t e d  t o  h i s  d e s i g n s . The N.G. Kerk o f  De R u s t  

( 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 2 ) ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Memoria l  H a l l  ( 1 9 0 2 - 1 9 0 3 ) ,  t h e  Templa r s  H a l l  

and P r i c e  V i n c e n t  B u i l d i n g s ,  a l l  i n  O u d t s h o o r n .  He d ie d  i n  1908.

Ref:  M a n u s c r ip t  b i o g r a p h y  p r e p a r e d  by Ven. A Beddy -  Oud t s ho or n .



SPENCER WATERS Architect

He s e r v e d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  M e s s r s  D y e r  o f  A l t o n ,  H a n t s  a nd London.

On c o m p l e t i o n ,  h e  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r m  t a k i n g  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e .

■ h i s  p r a c t i c e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  s p e c i a l i s e d  i n  l a r g e  c o u n t r y  h o u s e s .

In 1 8 9 5  h e  a r r i v e d  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  and i n  1 8 9 7  commenced p r a c t i c e  

i n  Cape Town w i t h  J . C .  T u l l e y .

R e f :  E n t r y  i n  " C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r c h i t e c t s " ,  S . A .  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d e r  May 1 9 0 5 .

JOHN TODD WELCHMAN A r c h i t e c t  a nd C i v i l  E n g i n e e r

Born i n  1831 i n  E n g l a n d ,  he w o r k e d  on b u i l d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  a g e  o f  15 

b u t  h i s  t r a d e  i s  n o t  known.  P r i o r  t o  c o m i n g  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  he  

w o r k e d  on a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  i n  Y ar mo ut h .  He m u s t  a l s o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  

s ome  t r a i n i n g  i n  d r a w i n g  a s  he  was  e n g a g e d  a s  a d r a u g h t s m a n  f o r  t h e  

C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  Cape Town i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 5 9 .

D u r i n g  1 8 6 0  he  was t h e  c l e r k  o f  workd on t h e  New S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l .

The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  s t a r t e d  h i s  own p r a c t i c e ,  w i n n i n g  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

f o r  t h e  ew S a i l o r s  Home.  S oo n a f t e r  t h i s ,  c . 1 8 6 2 ,  he  j o i n e d  w i t h

C. Read t o  f o r m  t h e  f i r m  o f  Welchman a nd  Read.  The f i r m  was  a c t i v e  

u n t i l  1 8 6 8 .  A f t e r  t h i s  Welchman w e n t  t o  Grahamstown w h e r e  he was  i n  

p r a c i c a  u n t i l  1 8 8 2 ,  when he  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  f o r  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s .  He 

be came  an F . R . I . B . A .  i n  1 8 7 5 .  The b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  he  was  r e s p o n i s b l e  

f o r  w i t h  Read a r e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  h i s  name.  W h i l s t  i n  Grahams town he  

was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  D a l e  C o l l e g e ,  K i n g w i l l i a m s t o w n ,  C h r i s t  C h u r c h ,  O a t l a n d s  

( 1 8 6 7 ) ,  S t .  A i d a n s  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 7 2 )  and F o r t  E n g l a n d  L u n a t i c  A s y l u m .

S t .  P e t e r s ,  M o s s e l  Bay i s  a l s o  o n e  o f  h i s  d e s i f n s .
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L i s t  o f  B o o k s

N i c h o l s o n ' s  B u i l d e r  a n d  W o r k m a n ' s  
D i r e c t o r ,  1 8 2 5

L o u d o n ,  J . C .  E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  C o t t a g e ,
F a r m  a n d  V i l l a  A r c h i t e c t u r e
1853  e d .  -r 1 8 5 5  e d .

W a l k e r ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e c e d e n t s ,  l 8 L l

G w i l t ' s  E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
1 8 4 2  e d .  + 1 8 7 2  e d .

B r a n d o n ' s  A n a l y s i s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,
2  V o l s . 1 8 4 9
P a r k e r ,  J .  G l o s s a r y  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  - e r m s ,
3 V o l s  l 8 5 0 e d .

G o o d w i n ,  F .  D o m e s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  2  V o l s  
1850  e d .
B r o w n . N . H .  D o m e s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  1 8 5 2  e d .

Wincent, Country Cottages, l86l
B l a c k i e  & S o n ,  V i l l a  & C o t t a g e  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,
l868
F e r g u s s e n ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  M o d e r n  S t y l e s  o f  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  l 8 ? 3  e d .

C r o f f ,  P r o g r e s s i v e  A m e r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,
1 8 7 5

Pugin, A.W. F o l i a t e d  O r n a m e n t  1 8 7 5  e d .  

D o b s o n ,  A r t  o f  B u i l d i n g ,  1 8 7 7  e d .

H o u s e  O w n e r s  E s t i m a t o r  1 3 8 9  e d .

T h e  D o m e s t i c  H o u s e  ?1  n n e r  a n d  S a n i t a r y  
A r c h i t e c t , 1891  e d .

V i l l e n  a n d  F a m i l i c n  H o u s e r ,  1 8 9 4  

P a l l i s e r s  A m e r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e , 1898  e d .

O r i g i n a l  Owner

S . A . P . L .

S . A . P » L .

S . A . P . L .

S . A . P . L .

? Now U . C . T .

T.H. B o w l e r

W. K o h l e r  

? Now S.A.P.L.
J .  B i s s e t  1 3 6 2

H.  S t r u b e n

S . A . P . L .

J . B i s s e t  1 8 7 7

S . A . P . L .

S . A . P . L .

E .  L o z a n o

S . A . P . L .

? now S . A . P . L .  

? now U . C . T .
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C H A P T E R  F OUR  THE O R G A N I S A T I O N  OF TH E  B U I L D I N G  ; RAPE

•THE PRACTICE OF THE MASTER CRAFTSMAN, OR MORE FREQUENTLY, THE 

ARCHITECT, ATTEMPTING TO "ENGROSS THE WHOLE" FORESHADOWS 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR, WHO WAS TO BECOME A  DOMINATING FIGURE IN  THE 

NINETEENTH CENTURY. H IS ESTABLISHMENT WAS, PERHAPS, THE jREATEST  

SINGLE FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE DECLINE IN  BOTH CRAFTSMANSHIP 

AND THE CRAFTSMAN'S SOCIAL P O SITIO N ' '

D u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  

o r g a n i s e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s  o r  t r a d e s .

T h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  had i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  m e d i e v a l  g u i l d  s y s t e m .

T h e s e  t r a d e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  w e r e  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  u s e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a b u i l d i n g .

The f o l l o w i n g  t r a d e s  w e r e  common:

M a s o n s .  T h i s  t e r m  n o t  o n l y  c o v e r e d  t h a t  o f  a man s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  

w o r k i n g  and s e t t i n g  o f  SvCne a s  wa s  u s u a l  e l s e w h e r e ^ ,  b u t  i n  t h e  

Cape t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  b r i c k l a y e r s  and  

p l a s t e r e r s  a s  w e l l .  T h a t  t h i s  wa s  s o  i s  p r o v e d  by t h e  v e r y  f e w  

e n t r i e s  u s i n g  t h e s e  two t e r m s  a m o n g s t  a l l  t h e  t r a d e s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a l m a n a c s  and d i r e c t o r i e s .  T h e r e  was  c e r t a i n l y  

n o t  e n o u g h  f i n i s h e d  s t o n e w o r k  l o c a l l y  t o  e m p l o y  t h e  n u me ro us  m a s o n s  

l i s t e d  i n  t h e s e  v o l u m e s .  I t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h e n  t h a t  a l o c a l  ma so n  w o u l d  

p r o b a b l y  p e r f o r m  a l l  t h r e e  t r a d e s  a s  r e q u i r e d .  S e a r i n g  i n  mind t h e  

common f o r m s  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  l i t t l e  b e y o n d  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  r u b b l e  s t o n e w o r k  was d o n e  by t h e  a v e r a g e  m a s o n .  In t h i s  

r e s p e c t , t h e y  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  r e s e m b l e  t h e  c o u n t r y  b i c k l a y e r s  in  

E n g l a n d  wh o ,  i t  i s  r e p o r t e d ,  t u r n e d  t h e i r  hand t o  u n d r e s s e d  s t o n e ­

w or k  an d p l a s t e r i n g  a s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  de ma nd e d^ 3 ) .

B e s i d e s  t h e s e  s k i l l s ,  i t  was  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  b r i c k ­

l a y e r s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  

s o  t h i s  m u s t  h a v e  d e v o l v e d  upon t h e  l o c a l  mason a s  w e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  

t h i s  c a s e  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  p r i n c i p a l l y  a s u p e r v i s o r y  r o l e  a s  t h i s  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  by u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r .

A l l i e d  t o  t h e  mason i s  t h e  s t o n e  c u t t e r  w h o s e  j o b  i t  was t o  r o u g h l y  

s h a p e  t h e  s t o n e s  b e f o r e  u s e .  A number  o f  t h e s e  w a r e  known l o c a l l y .

The t o o l s  u s e d  by  t h e  e x c a v a t o r  w e r e  t h e  c r o w b a r , p i c k a x e  and s h o v e l .



The b r i c k l a y e r  p r i n c i p a l l y  u s e d  a t r o w e l  a nd  b r i c k  a x e  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  l e v e l s  and p l u m b - l i n e .  F or  f a c e  w o r k ,  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t o o l s  

s u c h  a s  r u b b i n g  b o x e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e .  The mason u s e d  a s p e c i a l  

saw f o r  c u t t i n g  s t o n e ,  b u t  a s  l o c a l  s t o n e  was  n o t  v e r y  a m e n a b l e  

t o  c u t t i n g ,  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m o s t  d r e s s e d  w i t h  a w o o d e n  m a l l e t  

ar.d c h i s e l s .  C h i s e l s  came i n  f o u r  v a r i e t i e s :  t h e  p o i n t ,  w i t h  an

e d g e  o f  n o t  more  t h a n  1" (6mm); t h e  i n c h  t o o l ;  t h e  b o a s t e r ,  

w h i c h  had a 2" (50mm) e d g e ;  and f i n a l l y  t h e  b r o a d ,  w i t h  a 31"

(88mm) e d g e .  B u i l d i n g  s t o n e  was  d r e s s e d  on a b a n k e r  o r  b e n c h  w i t n  

t h e  h e l p  o f  s t r a i g h t  e d g e s  and s q u a r e s .  A f o r m i n g  t o o l  c a l l e d  a 

b e v e l  wa s  made o f  two s t r a i g h t  e d g e s  n a i l e d  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  

a n g l e  t o  f o r m  s p l a y s  on t h e  s t o n e w o r k .  M o u l d i n g s  i n  s t o n e w o r k  w e r e  

c u t  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t e m p l e t s  c u t  i n  p r o f i l e  o u t  o f  s h e e t  z i n c .

F or  s e t t i n g  w o r k ,  t h e  mason u s e d  t r o w e l s ,  l i n e s ,  p i n s ,  v a r i o u s  

s q u a r e s  a nd  b e v e l s .  He a l s o  had plumb a nd  b a t t e r i n g  r u l e s  f o r  more  

c o m p l i c a t e d  w o r k .  S c a f f o l d i n g  f o r  m a s o n r y  was u s u a l l y  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  

k i n d ,  b e i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  w a l l s  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  p u t l o g s  

o e i n g  i n a d m i s s i b l e  i n  f a c e w o r k .

C a r p e n t e r s . T h e i r  t a s k  was  t h e  f r a m i n g  o f  t i m b e r s .  He was  r e s ­

p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  a nd f l o o r i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n y  

c e n t e r i n g  a nd  s c a f f o l d i n g .  H i s  p r i n c i p a l  t o o l s  w e r e  t h e  a x e ,  a d z e ,  

saw a nd c h i s e l .  In s e t t i n g  t h e  w o r k ,  he  u s e d  a c h a l k ! i n e ,  a p l umb -  

l i n e ,  l e v e l  and s q u a r e .

J o i n e r s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t n  t h e  f r a m i n g  and j o i n i n g  o f  t h e  w oo d en  

f i n i s h i n g s  an d d e c o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  was  t h e y  who c o n ­

s t r u c t e d  a n d  f i t t e d  a l l  t h e  d o o r s ,  w i n d o w s ,  f i t t i n g s  e t c .  A 

j o i n e r ' s  t o o l s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  v a r i o u s  s a w s ,  p l a n e s ,  and c h i s e l s .

Work w as  p e r f o r m e d  on a be c h  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  s u c h  i t e m s  a s  a m i t r e -  

b o a r d ,  s t r a i g h t  e d g e ,  s q u a r e ,  b e v e l ,  m i t r e  s q u a r e ,  l e v e l  and p l umb-  

l i n e .

Sa.  y e r s  w e r e  t o  c a r p e n t e r s  and j o i n e r s  a s  a s t o n e - c u t t e r  was  t o  a 

m a so n .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  u s e  o f  s a w m i l l s  and t h e  i m p o r t ­

a t i o n  o f  p r e - c u t  t i m b e r ,  t h i s  t r a d e  be came  more  o r  l e s s  o b s o l e t e  

d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

The s l a t e r ,  a s  t h e  name i m p l i e s ,  c o v e r e d  r o o f s  w i t h  s l a t e s .  B e s i d e s
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t h e  o r d i n a r y  t o o l s ,  he  had a s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  h a t c h e t  c a l l e d  a z a x .

P l a s t e r e r .  As p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d  t h e  t r a d e  o f  p l a s t e r e r  was  o f t e n  

c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  mason l o c a l l y .  The  p l a s t e r e r ' s  j o b  w as  t h e  

r e n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  a nd i n t e r n a l  s u r f a c e s  o f  a b u i l d i n g  w h e r e  

r e q u i r e d .  He a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  l a t h e  and p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g s .  F or  t h i s ,  

v a r i o u s  t o o l s  w e r e  u s e d . A d r a g  f o r  m i x i n g  h a i r  i n t o  c e i l i n g  

p l a s t e r ,  a hawk f o r  c a r r y i n g  p l a s t e r ,  g a u g i n g  and s m o o t h i n g  t r o w e l s  

and f l o a t s .  S h e e t  c o p p e r  b e n t  t o  p r o f i l e  was  u s e d  t o  r un t h e  

v a r i o u s  m o u l d s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  p l a s t e r .

The s m i t h  and f o u n d e r ' s  t a s k  w as  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  w r o u g h t  i r o n  

f i x i n g s  a nd f i t t i n g s  n e e d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

b u t  a s  t h e s e  b e c a me  more and mo r e  f a c t o r y  o r  w o r k s h o o  p r o d u c e d  i t  

be c am e l e s s  and l e s s  o f  a b u i l d i n g  t r a d e .

The p l u m b e r , w h o s e  o r i g i n a l  t a s k  had b e e n  t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

i t e m s  o f  l e a d w o r k  on t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  b e c a m e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  r e s ­

p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l a y i n g  on o f  w a t e r  and f i x i n g  up o f  pumps and w . c ' s .  

F o r  s h e e t  l e a d  wor k on r o o f s  and l i n i n g s  o f  c i s t e r n s  h i s  c h i e f  t o o l  

w as  a b a t  u s e d  f o r  d r e s s i n g  and f l a t t e n i n g .  O t h e r  t o o l s  u s e d  

i n c l u d e d  ha mm er s ,  p l a n e s , c h i s e l s ,  a n d  f i l e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  z i n c  

w o r k e r  was  a s e p a r a t e  t r a d e  i n  B r i t a i n ,  i t  wo u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  w h a t ­

e v e r  z i n c  work w as  done  l o c a l l y  was  p e r f o r m e d  by t h e  p l u m b e r .

The g l a z i e r  and p a i n t e r  w e r e  o f t e n  t h e  same p e r s o n  l o c a l l y .  A l t h o u g h  

r e a d y - m i x e d  p a i n t s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,  

a c e r t a i n ,  d e g r e e  o f  s k i l l  was  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  p a i n t e r ,  e s p e c i a l  ' in  

i n t e r n a l  wor k.

T r a d e s m e n ' s  B a c k g r o u n d :

From a r o ugn  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  c o m p i l e d  f r om e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  Cape  

a l m a n a c s ^ 4 ' o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  c o v e r e d  by  t h i s  s t u d y ,  a number o f  i n t e r ­

e s t i n g  f a c t s  e m e r g e .  F i r s t l y  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  g e n e r a l  c o n ­

t r a c t o r s  w e r e  B r i t i s h ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  v e r y  f e w  o f  a n y  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t y  

and n o n e  o f  M a l a y  o r  C o l o u r e d  s t o c k .  T h i s  s e e m i n g  l a c k  o f  M a la y  c o n ­

t r a c t o r s  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  and i s  p r o b a b l y  a m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a s  we  

know t h a t  a t  l e a s t  o n e ,  D o l l i e  S a m o d i e n ,  was  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  1 87 0  s 

A f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m  i s  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a d e s .  

The m a s o n s  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  m o s t l y  M a l a y s ,  t h e  r e s t  b e i n g
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B r i t i s h ,  w i t h  h a r d l y  a n y  D u t c h ,  Germans o r  A f r i k a n e r s  a m o n g s t  t he m.  

C a r p e n t e r s  on t h e  o t h e r  hand w e r e  m o s t l y  D u t c h .  German o r  A f r i k a a n s ,  

f r om  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  o n ,  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  n o t  a t t a i n i n g  p a r i t y  u n t i l  

t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  M a l a y s  i n  t h i s  t r a d e  a s  w e l l .

The  M a l a y s  w e r e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  p a i n t i n g  t r a d e ,  t h e  r e s t  

b e i n g  m o s t l y  B r i t i s h .  In a l l  t h e  o t h e r  t r a d e s  t h o u g h ,  t h e  B r i t i s h

w e r e  p r e d o m i n e n t .

The n u m be rs  o f  t r a d e s m e n  r e m a i n e d  s t e a d y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s , ^ m o r e  

t h a n  d o u b l e d  i n  t h e  1 8 50 ' r .  (many o f  t h o s e  b e i n g  i m m i g r a n t s )  , 

t h e n  i n c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  I 8 6 0 ' s .  T h e r e  was  an u n d o u b t e d  

d r o p  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  b u t  by 1 8 7 0  t h e r e  was  a s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  

on 1 8 6 1 .  From 1 8 8 0  o;, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  f i g u r e s  a s  t h e  

r i s e  o f  t h e  s u b u r b s  d r e w  many t r a d e s m e n  o u t s i d e  Cape Town p r o p e r  

a nd  t h e s e  nu mb er s  c a n n o t  be  c o m p u t e d  f r o m  t h e  a l m a n a c s  and d i r e c t ­

o r i e s ^ .

C r a f t s m a n s h i p  and W o r k m a n s h i p :

I t  i s  common p r a c t i c e  t o  p r a i s e  t n e  e r a . t s m a n s h i p  f o u n d  i n  o l d e r  

b u i l d i n g s  and w h e r e a s  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  some s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  

m a s o n r y  and j o i n e r y  w e r e  b e t t e r  p r a c t i s e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

t h a n  no w,  a c l e a r  d i f f e r e n t a t i o n  s h o u l d  he  made b e t w e e n  w o r k m a n s h i p  

and c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  a s  i t  i s  by c o n f u s i n g  t h e s e  t wo  t h a t  t h e  myth  

o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  a r i s e s .

Good w or km an s hi  i n  b u i l d i n g s  c a n  be  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  

a h i g h  d e g r e e  ot  i n i s h .  T h i s  u s u a l l y  i m p l i e s  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  and  

p r a c t i c e  o f  a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  s k i l l  i n  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  a s p e c i a l  

m a t e r i a l .  C r a f t s m a n s h i p  i s  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s k i l l ,  b u t  i n  

a d d i t i o n  i t  i s  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  

s k i l l  o r ,  w h a t  we w o u l d  t o d a y  c a l l  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  o r  

f i t t i n g .  To i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  more  c l e a r l y :  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h

c e n t u r i e s ,  i t  wa s  u s u a l  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  a c r a f t s m a n  

w h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  and e f f e c t  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

w o r k  was  t o  b e ,  and t h e n  l e a v e  i t  t o  hi m t o  wor k i t  o u t  i n  d e t a i l

on s i t e ^ .

I t  i s  f a i r l y  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  

r a p i d  d e c l i n e  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  and t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t n e
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s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c r a f t s m a n ( 9 ) . T h i s  w as  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a v o we d  a i m s  

o f  s u c h  p e o p l e  a s  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l i s t s ,  R u s k i n  and W i l l i a m  M o r n s ,  

t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  t o  an h o n o u r e d  p l a c e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

p r o c e s s .  Some w r i t e r s  s u c h  a s  J e n k i n s ^ l 0 ' i n  f a c t  s e e  t h e  G o t h i c  

R e v i v a l  w i t h  i t s  ne e d f o r  d e t a i l e d  d r a w i n g s ,  a s  t h e  f i n a l  d e a t h  

k n e l l  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  I t  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  

a n y  r e a l  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  a s  s u c h  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  t i m e  in  

t h e  C a p e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b e a r i n g  i n  mi nd  t h e  t w i n  l o c a l  f a c t o r s  o f  p o o r  

m a t e r i a l s  and e x p e n s i v e  l a b o u r .  In f a c t ,  t h o u g h  many i n s t a n c e s  o f  

g oo d  w o r k m a n s h i p  c a n  b e  f o u n d ,  i t  w o u l d  be  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  i n d e e d  t o  

f i n d  a n y  c a s e  w h e r e  t h e  workman had d o n e  a ny  mo r e  t h a n  f a i t h f u l l y  

r e a l i s e  t h e  d e s i g n s  o f  a n o t h e r ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  L i n g e r i n g  

t r a c e s  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  m i g h t  b e  f o u n d  i n  s u c h  i t e m s  a s  t h e  d e c o r ­

a t i v e  p l a s t e r w o r k  o f  c e i l i n g s  o r  i n  t h e  c a r v i n g  o f  a w o o d e n  f i r e ­

p l a c e  s u r r o u n d ,  h u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  f o u n d  i n  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s  

a r e  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  t h o s e  p r o d u c e d  by t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  

m a c h i n e ,  a s s e m b l e d ,  v e r y  c l e v e r l y ,  i n  t h e  p r o f u s i o n  e n j o y e d  by t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  t h e  t i m e .

T r a i n i n g :

A r t i f i c e r s ,  t o  u s e  t h e  c o i m o n  V i c t o r i a n  name f o r  t h e m ,  r e c e i v e d  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  by t h e  t i m e  h o n o u r e d  f o rm  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  

H er e  a b oy  o f  f o u r t e e n  t o  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e  was i n d e n t u r e d  t o  a 

m a s t e r  c r a f t s m a n ,  who u n d e r t o o k  t o  t e a c h  him t h e  s k i l l s  o f  h i s  t r a d e .  

T h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  l a s t e d  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s .  On t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  

t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  man t n e n  be came  known a s  a j o u r n e y m a n ,  u s u a l l y  on  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h i s  m a s t e r p i e c e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  known w h e t h e r  t i n s  

c o n d i t i o n  was  i n s i s t e d  upon l o c a l l y .  The r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

a n y  g u i l d  s y s t e m  a t  t h e  Ca pe .

M o s t  workmen w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  a r r i v e d  f r o m o v e r s e a s  f u l l y  t r a i n e d  

b u t  a n u m be r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  M a l a y s ,  mus t  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  l o c a l l y .

I h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b i v  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  i t  was  c u s t o m a r y  f o r  a 

M a l a y  workman t o  r e c e i v e  a f orm o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p ,  b u t  f o r  t h o s e  o f  

E u r o p e a n  s t o c k  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s u a l  ‘ .

Mo st  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  workmen w e r e  l i t e r a t e ' ^ ' .  In 1 8 5 3 ,  t h e  

M e c h a n i c s  I n s t i t u t e  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Cape Town a s  an a t t e m p t  t o  

p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  wor kme n.  T h i s  was  d o n e  by means  or  

n i g h t  c l a s s e s .



Wages ?nd F i n a n c i a l  C i r c u m s ta n c e^:

The w a g e s  e a r n e d  by  a r t i s a n s  w e r e  n o t  f i x e d  by a n y  a g r e e m e n t  o r  

s t a t u t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and s o  F l u c t u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a i z z . z -  

f a i r e  l a w s  o f  s u p p l y  and de mand.  H o w e v e r ,  a br oa d  upward t r e n d  i s  

v i s i b l e  o v e r  t h e  s i x t y  odd y e a ,  s  c o v e r e d  by t h i s  s t u d y .

The g e n e r a l  wa g e  p e r  d a y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  1 8 3 0  t o  1 8 5 0  a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  s t e a d y  a t  a b o u t  4 / 6  t o  5 / - ( ^ ' ,  a l t h o u g h  a s  w i l l  be  s e e n  

l a t e r  t h i s  was  p o s s i b l y  an e x a g g e r a t i o n  w i t h  4 / -  t o  4 / 6  b e i n g  t h e  

a v e r a g e .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  and t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  t h e  d a i l y  r a t e  

i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  5 / -  t o  6 / - .  F i g u r e s  o f  8 / 3  and 8 / 1  a r e  q u o t e d  i n  

1 8 6 5 ,  b u t  t h i s  w o u l d  seem t o  b e  a f r e a k  c a s e .  By 1 8 7 0 ,  a f t e r  t h e  

l e a n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s ,  w a g e s  s t o o d  a t  f rom 4 / 6  t o  5 / 6  a 

d a y ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h i s  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  p i c k  up r a p i d l y .  In 1 8 / 2  t h e  

a v e r a g e  w as  6 / -  a d a y ,  f o l l o w e d  by a s p e c t a c u l a r  r i s e  f r om  6 / -  

i n  1 8 7 4  t o  b e t w e e n  7 / 6  and 9 / -  i n  1 8 7 5 .  In t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t i e s  i t  

had s t a b i l i s e d  a t  8 / -  ( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  a t  w h i c h  i t  s t a y e d  u n t i l  t h e  s l um p  

o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s  b r o u g h t  i t  down t o  6 / - .  By 1 8 9 0  i t  had i n c r e a s e d  

a g a i n  w i t h  up t o  1 5 / -  a d a y  b e i n g  p a i d .  In 1 9 0 0  t h e  a v e r a g e  r a t e ^  

had r e a c h e d  a r o u n d  2 0 / - ;  t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  d u e  t o  t h e  boom o f

t h a t  d e c a d e .

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  t r a d e s m e n .  L a b o u r ­

e r s '  p a y  a l s o  f o l l o w s  t h i s  t r e n d ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  r a t e  b e i n g  2 / -  

u n t i l  a b o u t  1 8 6 3  when i t  i n c r e a s e d  t o  2 / 6  ( w i t h  f o o d ) .  D u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  i t  i n c r e a s e d  a g a i n  r e a c h i n g  f r o m  3 / -  t o  5 / -  i n  1 8 8 4 .  By 

18 9 0  i t  was  f ro m 4 / 6  t o  6 / -  a d a y .  The a v e r a g e  c o l o u r e d  ( m o s t l y  

M a l a y )  a r t i s a n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  a l o w e r  w a g e ,  u s u a l l y  i n  t n e  

r e g i o n  o f  10% t o  15% l e s s 1' 1 5 ) .

O u t s i d e  Cape  Tr wn ,  w a ge s  f o r  s k i l l e d  a r t i s a n s  w e r e  a l w a y s  h i g h e r ,  

o f t e n  v e r y  much h i g h e r .  Some e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  a r e  ( w i t h  Cape Town 

w a g e s  i n  b r a c k e t s ) :  1 0 / -  ( 6 / - )  a d a y  a t  V i c t o r i a  W e s t  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  1 5 / -

( 6 / - )  a t  F r a s e r b u r g  i n  1 8 7 4 ;  1 0 / -  ( 8 / - )  a t  S t e l l e n b o s c h  i n  1 8 8 2 ,  and  

l a s t l y  1 9 / -  ( 8 / - )  a t  K i m b e r l e y  i n  1 8 8 3 .

H o w e v e r ,  a s  s t r i k i n g  a s  t h e s e  • udden i n c r e a s e s  and l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

might ,  s e e m ,  t h e y  m u s t  be j u d g e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  b a c k g r o u n d  or  

t h e  t i m e s .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t  i t  m u s t  be  n o t e d  t h a t  no  t r a d e s m a n  had



a n y  r e a l  j o b  s e c u r i t y ,  s e e m i n g l y  b e i n g  o n l y  e n g a g e d  by t h e  d ay  and  

p a i d  by t h e  w e e k .  H i s  s e r v i c e s  c o u l d  be and o f t e n  w e r e  d i s p e n s e ,  

w i t h  q u i t e  s u m m a r i l y .  T h e r e  w e r e  no b e n e f i t s  b e s i d e s  h i s  p ay  and  

p r o l o n g e d  p e r i o d s  o f  i l l n e s s  and u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o u l d  r e n d e r  him 

d e s t i t u t e .

In a f r a g i l e  e co no my  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  Cape p r i o r  t o  t h e  l a s t  d e c a u e  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  u n e m p l o y m e n t  was  o f t e n  a g r i m  r e a l i t y .  The d e p r e s s ­

i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  f o r c e d  many t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  s u c h  a s  New Z e a l a n d ,  A u s t r a l i a  and t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ^ 1 6 ) .  The w h i t e  a r t i s a n  a l s o  f a c e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  h i s  

c o l o u r e d  c o u n t e r p a r t  w h o s e  d i f f e r e n t  way o f  l i f e  a l l o w e d  him t o  

u n d e r c u t  w a g e s .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  c o s ;  o f  l i v i n g  i n  Ca pe  Town was  v e r y  h i g h .

In 1 8 5 0 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s o u r c e ^ 1 7 ' ,  m os t  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  h o u s e  r e n t ,  

f u e l  and v e g e t a b l e s  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  100% d e a r e r  t h a n  E n g l a n d .  As 

w a g e s  i n c r e a s e d ,  s o  d i d  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  b r e a d  

i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  2d a pound i n  1 8 7 2  t o  3d a p ou nd i n  1 8 7 5 .  At  t n e  

same t i m e ,  m u t t o n  w e n t  f rom 4d t o  8d a p o u n d .  T h e s e  w e r e  i n c r e a s e s  

o f  j 0% a nd  100% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  ' - 'ages had i n c r e a s e d  a b o u t  50% o v e r  

t h e  same o e r i o d .  A c co m m o d a t i o n  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  from 1 7 / 6  m o n t h l y  i n  

1 8 7 2  t o  3 0 / -  i n  1 8 7 4 ; l 8 j .

O u t s i d e  Cape  Town,  f o o d  and a c c o m m o d a t i o n  t e n d e d  t o  be  d e a r e r  s t i l l .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e n t  a t  3 0 / -  a month i n  V i c t o r i a  We st  i n  1 8 6 3  was  

d o u b l e  t h a t  o f  Cape Town,  w h i l e  b o t h  b r e a d  a nd  m e a t  w e r e  a l s o  more  

e x p e n s i v e .  I t  w o u l d  se em t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  much t o  be  g a i n e d  

m a t e r i a l l y  by an a r t i s a n  m o v i n g  i n l a n d ,  and many w e n t  o n l y  when 

f o r c e d  by  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  r e a l l y  be  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

t r a d e s m a n  had a c h i e v e d  a r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s e  i n  h i s  s t a n d a r d  o f  

l i v i n g .

In a c o m m e r c i a l l y  o r i e n t a t e d  s o c i e t y ,  a m a n ' s  pa ,  may be  t a k e n  a s  a 

f a i r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h a t  s o c i e t y .  A s s u m i n g  t h i s  t o  

be  t r u e ,  i t  m u s t  be  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  b u i l d i n g  

a r t i s a n  w a s  n o t  h i g h .  I t  was  c e r t a i n l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  

d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t  and r u r a l  l a u o u r e r ,  b u t  i t  w as  l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  o i



i n e  a v e r a a e  c l e r i c a l  w o r k e r ' 1^ ' .  The  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  boom o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  when t h e  w a g e s  o f  t h e  

a v e r a g e  t r a d e s m a n  e x c e e d e d  t h a t  o f  a c l e r k .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  

w e r e  e x c e p t i o n s ;  an  a s t u t e  t r a d e s m a n  c o u l d  r i s e  t o  q u i t e  a r e s p e c t ­

a b l e  and w e l l  p a i d  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e n t ^ 2 0 ’ , 

w h i l s t  w h o s e  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  be s i  e s s  a c u m e n ,  who be c am e c o n t r a c t o r s ,  

w e r e  o f t e n  w e a l t h y  and i n f l u e n t i a l  men who o c c u p i e d  i m p o r t a n t  

p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n s .

T r a d e  U n i o n s :

The f i r s t  s i g n  o f  o r g a n i s e d  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  Cape

Town w as  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1681 o f  a S o u t h  A f r i c a n  b r a n c h  o f  uhe
( 0 1  )

A m a l g a m a t e d  S o c i e t y  o f  C a r p e n t e r s  and J o i n e r s '  D u r i n g  t h e

1 8 9 0 ‘ s ,  f u r t h e r  u n i o n s  w e r e  f o r m e d  and i n  1 8 9 9 ,  t h e  p l a s t e r e r s ,  

m a s o n s  and p l u m b e r s  t r a d e  u n i o n s  came t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r m t h e  Cape  

Town D i s t r i c t  T.  and L . c / 2 2 \

The e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ‘ s  a l s o  saw t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i s e d  s t r i k e s ,  t h e  o n e  by  

t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  i n  e a r l y  1 8 9 ?  b e i n g  an e x a m p l e .  T h i s  was  c a u s e d  

o v e r  an  i s s u e  o f  p a y ,  t h e  u n i o n s  d e m a n d i n g  an i n c r e a s e  o f  1 / -  an  

h o u r ;  t h a t  i s  f r o m  1 0 / -  t o  1 1 / -  a d a y .  A l o c k o u t  b y  t h e  m a s t e r s  

r e s u l t e d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  end t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  g o t  t h e i r  r i s e .

The G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r :

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s aw  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r ;  t h a t  i s ,  

t h e  b u i l d e r  who w o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a b u i l d i n g  

i n s t e a d  o f  o n l y  a p o r t i o n  o f  i t .  The a d v a n t a g e s  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e r  

w e r e  m a n i f o l d ,  r e m o v i n g  much o f  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  c o s t  and t h e  

p r o b l e m s  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  many s e p a r i .  e  c o n t r a c t s .  I t  was  a l s o  n o t  

w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  more b u s i n e s s l i k e  t r a d e s m a n  who c o u l d  r e a p  

l a r g e r  p r o f i t s  u n d e r  t h i s  s y s t e m .

The c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  was  e v i d e n t  i n  B r i t a i n  i n  

t h e  l a t e  1 8 '  ' . e n t u r y ,  and t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  e n t r y  

i n t o  t h e  b u i . i n g  w o r l d  o f  s p e c u l a t o r s  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t  was  o n l y  

f i n a n c i a l B y  1 8 3 6 ,  m o s t  London b u i l d e r s  w e r e  n o t  workmen  

b u t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  Thomas C u b i t t  b e i n g  an o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  

t h i s  t r e n d ^ 2 4 ' .  In c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  a p p e a r s  t o  

be unknown i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n t i l  r o u n d  a b o u t  1 8 7 0 ^ 2 ^ .



A l l i e d  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  t h e r e  was  a c h a n g e  t o  

t h e  ' l u mp  sum' f or m  o f  c o n t r a c t ,  i t s  c h i e f  a d v a n t a g e  b e i n g  t h e  

r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  an  unknown f i n a l  c o s t  by a f i x e d  a mo un t .

B o t h  t h e s e  i n n o v a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  a r r i v e d  i n  Cape Town d u r i n g  

t h e  1 8 5 C ' s  a nd w e r e  c o m b i n e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  o n e  p e r s o n .  T ha t  

p e r s o n  wa s  P e n k e t h .  He was  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and b u i l d e r  o f  S t . M a r t i n i , 

c o m p l e t e  i n  1 8 5 4 ;  and a l s o  t h e  bu i l d e r  o f  S t .  J o h n s ,  Long S t r e e t ,  

w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  e x a m p l e  o f  a lump sum 

c o n t r a c t  i n  Cape  T o w n ^ 6 y . Th i d e n c e  i s  n o t  c o n c l u s i v e ,  h o w e v e r .

The  f i r s t  d e f i n i t e  ' lump sum' and i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  i s  t h e  c o n ­

t r a c t  f o r  t h e  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  G a o l .  D a t i n g  f r o m 1 8 5 5 ,  t h e s e  d o c u  

mer.cs  s t i l l  e x i s t '  ^  ; . P e n k e c h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  w h o l e  o f  

t h e  w o r k s  f o r  a f i x e d  amo unt .

From t h e n  on t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  o f f e r i n g  a ' lu mp  

sum' t e n d e r  r a p i d l y  g a i n e d  g r o u n d  e v e n  o u t s i d e  Cape T o w n ^ 8 ^. But  

e v e n  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  s t i l l  l e t  o u t  on  p i e c e w o r k .

To i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  more  f u l l y ,  i t  i s  

p e r h a p s  b e s t  t o  do  t h i s  by me ans  o f  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  two o f  t h e  mor e  

s u c c e s s f u l  men.  T h i s  w i l l  b e  d o n e  by u s i n g  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  

T J . C .  I n g l e s b y ,  w h o s e  c a r e e r  o c c u p i e s  t h e  p e r i o d  f ro m 1 8 5 0 - 1 8 8 9 ,  

a nd t h a t  o f  R. H.  M o r r i s  who was  a c t i v e  f ro m 1 8 7 8  u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  

2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .

Thomas J ame s C a mp b el l  I n g l e s b y  was b o r n  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 3 2  i n  Cape  

Town.  He was  t h e  s o n  o f  Thomas I n g l e s b y ,  an a r t i f i c e r  i n  t h e  

o r d n a n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  G a r r i s o n ,  who r e t i r e d  a s  a 

M a s t e r  A r t i f i c e r  i n  1861 8 I n g l e s b y  p r o b a b l y  s e r v e d  h i s  a p p r e n ­

t i c e s h i p  t o  h i s  f a t h e r  and a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  on h i s  

o wn ,  c . 1 8 5 1 ' 8 ^ .  H i s  name i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  a c c o u n t  b o o k s  o f  S t .  

M i c h a e l ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  R o n d e b o s c h , f o r  m a s o n s  work d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r  1 8 5 3  t o  1 8 5 6 ,  s o  i t  c a n  be  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  m a s o n r y  was  h i s  

t r a d e .  In 1 8 5 7 ,  he  t e n d e r e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  t h e  new C o n g r g a t i o n a l  

Ch u r c h  on C a l e d o n  S q u a r e .  At  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  he  m us t  . . a ve  accumu  

l a t e d  e n o u g h  c a p i t a l  t o  t r y  h i s  hand a t  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t i n g ,  a s  he  

s t a t e d  l a t e r ' t h a t  lie was  t h e  o n l y  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  Cape  

Town a t  t h e  l e t t i n g  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  new S . A .  L i b r a r y  and  

Museum B u i l d i n g  i n  1 8 5 7 .  H i s  f i r s t  b i g  c o n t r a c t  was t h e  Mutual  L i f e



B u i l d i n g  i n  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 4 .  A f t e r  

t h i s ,  he  b u i l t  t h e  G e n e r a l  E s t a t e  and O r p h a n s  C h a m b e r s ,  i n  A d d e r ! e y  

S t r e e t  i n  1 8 6 5 ,  r e p u t e d l y  t o  h i s  a e s i g n ' 1 O t h e r  b u i l d i n g s

d e s i g n e d  and e r e c t e d  by him d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  S . A .  F i r e  

I n s u r a n c e  C o ' s  p r e m i s e s ,  S t u t t a f o r d ' s  B u i l d i n g ,  t h e  Odd F e l l o w s  Ha ll  

( 1 8 6 8 ) ,  S t e y t l e r ,  B r e d a ,  H a c k e t t  and C o . ,  P h i l i p  B r o s .  B u i l d i n g ,  S t .  

G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  v an  R y n ' s  a nd C r i g h t o n ' s .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s  

he u n d e r t o o k  a l o t  o f  G o v er n m e nt  work s u c h  a s  t h e  New P o s t  O f f i c e  

( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  t h e  R e g i s t r y  o f  D e e d s ,  T r e a s u r e r - G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  ( 1 8 7 5 ) ,  and  

t h e  Lady G re y  B r i d g e ,  P a a r l . He a l s o  b u i l t  t h e  S . A .  C o l l e g e  S c h o o l  

a t  t h i s  t i m e  ( 1 8 7 3 - 1 8 7 4 ) .  In 1 8 7 5 ,  he  was  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  

s u b s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  and i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  was  

a w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o f  1 8 7 6 .  H i s  l a t e r  wo r ks  

i n c l u d e  t h e  S t a n d a r d  Ba nk ,  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 8 2 - k 8 8 3 )  w h i c h  c o n t r a c t  

h e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  s h a r e d  w i t h  R.H.  M o r r i s ,  t h e  Q u e e n ' s  H o t e l ,  Se a  

P o i n t  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  t h e  New Lock H o s p i t a l ,  a t  t h e  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  Gaol  

( 1 8 8 8 ) .  He d i e d  on t h e  1 7 t h  J u l y  1 8 8 9 ,  a g e d  57 y e a r s .  One o f  h i s  

o b i t u a r i e s ^ 3 4 ' a l s o  makes  m e n t i o n  o f  h i s  b u i l d i n g  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  w a r e ­

h o u s e s .  I t  a l s o  c omme nt s  t h a t  h i s  ' c h a r a c t e r  a s  a b u i l d e r  was  b eyo nd  

r e p r o a c h '  and t h a t  h i s  b u i l d i n g  was ' a  c e r t a i n  g u a r a n t e e  o f  h o n e s t  

w o r k ' .  A n o t h e r  s o u r c e  e c h o e s  t h i s  by s a y i n g  t h a t  ' w o r k s  c a r r i e d  

o u t  by h i s  f i r m  w e r e  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  h o n e s t  s o l i d i t y 1^3 4 4 ' .  I t  wo u ld  

be s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  he  was  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  and m o s t  e s t a b l i s h e d

c o n t r a c t o r s  i n  Cape  Town f r o m 1 8 6 0  t o  1 8 8 9 .

As m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  he  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  m a s t e r  

b u i l d e r  t r a d i t i o n ,  e v e n  p u t t i n g  f o r w a r d  a d e s i g n  f o r  G o v e r n m e n t  

H o u s e ,  P r e t o r i a ,  i n  1 8 7 4 ^ ^ .  He was  a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  many o t h e r  

f i e l d s ,  b e c o m i n g  a V o l u n t e e r  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  and s e e i n g  a good  d e a l  o f  

s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f r o n t i e r  w a r s  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s and 1 8 8 0 ' s . He 

a t t a i n e d  t h e  r a nk  o f  Major  i n  t h e  Cape F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y .  He s e r v e d  

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a s  a C i t y  C o u n c i l l o r  f ro m 1 8 7 0  t o  1 8 8 9 ,  b e c o m i n g  

Mayor i n  1 8 8 5 .  A p p r o p r i a t e l y  he was  an a c t i v e  F r e e m a s o n  and a l s o  

a member o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n a l  C o u n c i l  and L i c e n s i n g  Boa rd .

M a t e r i a l l y ,  he  p r o s p e r e d .  In h i s  w i l l ; j 6 ' , t h e  l i s t  o f  p r o p e r t y  

owned b y  him i n c l u d e s  h i s  h o u s e  i n  S i r  Lowry R o a d ,  h i s  w o r k s h o p  and  

s t a b l e  i n  Gore  S t r e e t  n e a r b y ,  f o u r  h o u s e s  i n  F r a n c i s  S t r e e t ,  s i x  

mor e i n  Ch a pe l  S t r e e t ,  a p l o t  o f  g r o u n d  i n  G or e  S t r e e t  and f i n a l l y

t h r e e  p l o t s  o f  g r o u n d  i n  C a l e d o n .

1 4 9 .
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1 5 0 .

H i s  d e a t h  n o t i c e  g i . e s  h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  a s  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t o r ,  m a r k -  

i n g  q u i t e  n e a t l y  t h e  s h i f t  f r om  t r a d e s m a n  t o  b u s i n e s s m a n .

R i c h a r d  H en ry  M o r r i s  was  bor n i n  O x f o r d s h i r e  i n  1 8 5 4  and a r r i v e d  

i n  Cape  Town i n  1 8 5 3  w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  h i s  f a t h e r  b e i n g  W i l l i a m  

M o r r i s ( 3 7 ) . He was  a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  R o b e r t s o n  and B a i n ,  s h i p w r i g h t s ,  

w h e r e  h e  l e a r n e d  h i s  t r a d e  a s  a c a r p e n t e r .  In 1 8 7 8 ,  h e  and C h a r l e s  

A l g a r  f o r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  a p a r t n e r s h i p  a s  b u i l d e r s .  T h i s  

p a r t n e r s h i p  l a s t e d  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 8 8 4 ^ .  From t h e n  on t h e  f i r m  

be came  known a s  R. H.  M o r r i s  a nd  Co.  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  i n  1 8 8 2 -  

1 8 8 3 ,  t h e  f i r s t  b i g  c o n t r a c t  h a n d l e d  by M o r r i s  was t h e  New S t a n d a r d

Bank ,  w h i c h  h e  s h a r e d  w i t h  I n g l e s b y .

From a s u r v i v i n g  a c c o u n t  b o o k ( 3 9 )  w h i c h  was  a p p a r e n t l y  k e p t  by  M o r r i s  

h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 8 4  t o  1 8 8 8 ,  we c a n  c o n s t r u c t  an i n t e r e s t i n g  

p i c t u r e  o f  how a l a r g e  b u i l d e r  f a r e d  i n  t h o s e  l e a n  y e a r s .

J u n e  1 8 8 4 .  h e  e m p l o y e d  a t o t a l  s t a f f  o f  t e n .  p a i d  h i s  s e n i o r  ma so n  

a w e e k l y  w a g e  o f  1 2 . 2 . 0  and h i m s e l f  5 2 . 1 0 . 0 .  He w a s ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  

j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  a j o b  f o r  Mrs .  A l g a r  and s t a r t i n g  a n o t h e r  f o r  

P r o f e s s o r  L e w i s .  By D e ce mbe r  h i s  s t a f f  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  n i n e t e e n .  

Two mo r e  new j o b s  f o l l o w e d  i n  March and May o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  

j u t  t h e  s t a f f  f e l l  t o  t e n ,  a g a i n  r i s i n g  t o  t w e n t y  i n  No ve mbe r  when  

w h a t  wa s  o b v i o u s l y  a b i g  j o b  f o r  A t w e l l s  w as  u n d e r  way .  T h r e e  more  

j o b s  f o l l o w e d  i n  1 8 8 6 ,  b u t  t h e s e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  o f  much c o n s e ­

q u e n c e  a s  a new l o w  o f  n i n e  p e o p l e  was  r e a c h e d  by A u g u s t .  A l a r g e  

c o n t r a c t  f o r  C o mb ri nk s  was s t a r t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

S e v e n t e e n  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  a t  i t s  p e a k ,  w h i l e  a wage  o f  £ 2 . 1 1 . 0 .  was  

p a i d  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  men f o r  a s i x  d a y  w e e k .  By t h e  e nd  o f  1 8 8 7 ,  

a n o t h e r  l o w  was  h i t  w i t h  a f e w  s m a l l  j o b s  ( o n e  a t  S i m o n s t o w n )  and 

w i t h  o n l y  n i n e  on t h e  p a y r o l l .  1 8 8 8  was  c o a s t e d  t h r o u g h  w i t h  a 

s e r i e s  o f  j o b s ,  o n e  b e i n g  f o r  F r e e m a n ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  The  , a r g e s t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  w as  t h a t  f o r  t h e  S . A .  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The t o t a l  w o r k f o r c e  

a t  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  y e a r  was  t w e l v e  and p ay  f o r  s e n i o r  men w as  s t i l l

7 / -  a d a y .

I t  was  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h a t  M o r r i s  r e a l l y  be came  o n e  o t  t h e  b i g  

c o n t r a c t o r s .  A s e r i e s  o f  l a r g e  c o n t r a c t s  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  

G a r l i c k s  B u i l d i n g  i n  1 8 9 2 ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Ha yne s  Mathew B u i l d i n g  o f  

1 8 9 4 ,  and c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  M a n s i o n  H ou se  c f  1 8 9 8 ,  m u s t  h a v e  p r o v e d  

h i g h l y  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  f i r m .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  no a c c o u n t s  b o o k s



s u r v i v e  from t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s o  we c a n  o n l y  g u e s s  a t  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e

w o r k f o r c e  arid t h e  amount  o f  money  e a r n e d  by t h e  f i r m .

O r i g i n a l l y  M o r r i s  and A l g a r  had o p e r a t e d  f rom 66  C hur ch  S t r e e t ,

r e l a t i v e l y  humbl e  p r e m i s e s ,  b u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a b i g  w o r k s h o p

and y a r d  was b u i l t  on t h e  s l o p e s  o f  S i g n a l  H i l l .  As b e f i t t i n g  a 

c a r p e n t e r  and j o i n e r ,  M o r r i s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  s p e c i a l i s e d  i n  j o i n e r y ,  

a l a r g e  w o r k s h o p  h a v i n g  b e e n  o p e n e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

The p r o f i t s  o f  t h e  1 8 90 '  111 owed M o r r i s  t o  b u i l d  h i m s e l f ,  i n  1 8 9 8 ,

a new l a r g e  h o u s e ,  C h a s t l e t o n ,  on t h e  s l o p e s  o f  S i g n a l  H i l l .  He 

a l s o  d i d  a m i l d  b i t  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n .  The  h o u s e s  i n  M o r r i s  S t r e e t ,  

o f f  L o n g m a r k e t  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  owned and p r e s u m a b l y  b u i l t  by h i m.

D u r i n g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  M o r r i s  and Co.  manag ed t o  

w e a t h e r  t h e  s t o r m ,  a b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  by  t he m d u r i n g  t n i s  t ’ me b e i n g  

t h e  Bank o f  A f r i c a  ( 1 9 0 7 ) .

R.H.  M o r r i s  d i e d  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  b u t  t h e  f i r m  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  u n d e r  i t s  

o r i g i n a l  t i t l e ,  a nd  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b u i l d  i n  Cape Town and r e g i o n .

Con t r a c t o r ' s  O r g a n i s a t i o n s :

The f i r s t  o r g a n i s e d  body o f  m a s t e r s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  i n  t h e  

Cape P e n i n s u l a r  wa s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  b e i n g  i n  1891 u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  

' T he  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M a s t e r s  i n  t h e  B u i l d i n g  T r a d e ' ' 4 0 - \  I t  c o n ­

s i s t e d  o n l y  o f  b u i l d e r s .  Am on g st  t h e  f i r s t  members  w e r e  G. S m a r t ,  

A . B .  R e i d ,  J . Z .  D r a k e ,  R.H.  M o r r i s ,  A.  P l i n t ,  J .  W y l l i e ,  T . J .  M a c k i e  

J .  F o u l d s ,  C. M i t c h e l l , T.  B a l l ,  J .  R o b e r t s o n ,  J .  Maxwel l  and  

E . P .  K i t c h .  T h i s  me ant  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  b i g  c o n t r a c t o r s  w e r e  

me mber s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  g u a r a n t e e d  i t s  s u c c e s s .  The  

a s s o c i a t i o n  f l o u r i s h e d  u n t i l  1 8 9 8 ,  when p r o b a b l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

u n s e t t l e d  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o c e d e d  t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  War,  i t  c e a s e d  

t o  e x i s t .  In 1901 i t  was r e v i v e d  u n d e r  t h e  s t y l e  o f  ' The  M a s t e r  

B u i l d e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Cape Town and D i s t r i c t ' .  L a t e r  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  i t  

b e c am e  p a r t  o f  a n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e  e m p l o y e r s .

S i t e  O r g a n i s a t i o n :

On a l l  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and u s u a l l y  on t h e  l a r g e r  p r i v a t e  o n e s  a s  

w e l l ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  and d a i l y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r k s  was  v - r t e d



i n  t h e  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s .  I t  . a s  h i s  t a s k  t o  c h K k  t h = ^ ' , t y  ° f  

m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  and t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  w o r k m a n s h i p .  In a l l  t h i s  w . s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  i f  t h e r e  was  o n e .  In r e m o t e  p l a c e s  

w h e r e  no c o n t r a c t o r  c o u l d  be  f o u n d ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  n e  o r t e n  

had t o  a c t  a s  a g e n e r a ,  f o r e m n  o f  t r a d e s * 41 >.  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  n a v e  

b e e n  t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 4 ( 4 2 ) . G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g  t h o u g h ,  i t  was  n o t  

h i s  d u t y  t o  d i r e c t  b u i l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a s  t h i s  was  m e a n t  t o  be  

c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  b u i l d e r s  f o r e m a n .  The  s i t e  f o r e m a n  o r  o v e r ­

s e e r .  t o  u s e  a n  e a r l y  name ,  was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y  b u . l d i n g  

wo r k He c o - o r d i n a t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a d e s ,  a n t i c i p a t e d  p r o b l e m s  a nd  

d e v i s e d  t h e  m e a ns  o f  o v e r c o m i n g  t h e m .  He a l s o  o r d e r e d  t h e  r e g u i r e d  

m a t e r i a l s .  L a t e r  o n ,  h i s  was  a l s o  t h e  t a s k  o f  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  

v a r i o u s  s u b - c o n t r a c t o r s .  S m a l l e r  c o n t r a c t o r s  o f t e n  a c t e d  a s  t h e i r  

own f o r e m e n .  On l a r g e  c o n t r a c t s  t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  f o r e m e n  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  t r a d e s ,  who a l l o c a t e d  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  wo r k o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  

men o f  t h e i r  t r a d e .  A s s i s t i n g  t h e  j o u r n e y m e n  w e r e  a  number o f  

a p p r e n t i c e s  a n d  l a b o u r e r s  who c a r r i e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  r o u g h  work e n t a i l e d  

i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a nd  f i x i n g  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s .

T h e  number  o f  workmen o n  s i t e  o b v i o u s l y  / a r i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

s i z e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a nd a l s o  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a g e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

had r e a c h e d .  F or  e x a m p l e ,  mo re  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  wa s  n e e d e o  i n  l a r g e  

s c a l e  e x c a v a t i o n  t h a n  a t  a ny  o t h e r  s t a g e .  Some i d e a  o f  t h e  nu mbe rs  

i n v o l v e d  c a n  b e  j u d g e d  f r o m t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s .  On t h e  c o n -  

s t r u c t i o n  o f  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  Gaol  d u r i n g  1 8 5 6 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  121 men 

e m p l o y e d ,  30  t r a d e s m e n  and 8 2  l a b o u r e r s ,  w h i l e  d u r i n g  t n e  f o l l o w !  

y e a r ,  o n l y  2 6  w e r e  e m p l o y e d ,  o f  whom o n l y  6 w e r e  t r a d e s m e n .  In  

1 8 5 8 ,  t h i s  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  a t o t a l  o f  ->1, w i t h  11 l a b o u r e r s  

I t  i s  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  o n e  h u n d re d  workmen w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  on t h e  

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  H a w t h or nd e n i n  1 8 8 3 ^ ,  b u t  t h i s  m u s t  h a v e  r e p ­

r e s e n t e d  t h e  t o t a l  o f  a l l  t h e  workmen who had e v e r  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  

on t h e  h o u s e .  At  t h e  o t h e r  e nd  o f  t h e  s c a l e ,  i t  i s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  

a v e r a g e  s m a l l  t e r r a c e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  i n  P a p e n d o r p  ( W o o d s t o c k )  

. .as  b u i l t  b y  t h r e e  men i n  t h r e e  w e e k s ^ l  T h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t r u e  

b u t  s m a c k s  a l i t t l e  o f  j o u r n a l i s t i c  l i c e n s e .

T h e r e  w as  p r o b a b l y  s e l d o m  more  t h a n  s e v e n  t o  e i g h t  men a t  a t i m e  

w o r k i n g  on t h e  a v e r a g e  ' s p e c '  v i l l a  o f  t h e  1890  s



153.
The S c a l e  o f  B u i l d i n g s :

The f i r s t  b i g  jump i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  came i n  t h e  l a t e  

1 3 5 0 ' s ,  w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h r e e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s :  t h e  R o e l a n d

S t r e e t  G a o l . t h e  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum,  and t h e  new S o m e r s e t  

H o s p i t a l .  A l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  

a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  t i m e .  The L i b r a r y  B u i l d i n g  c o s t  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0  w h i c h  when  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  new Ha rb our  B o a r d ' s  O f f i c e s  c o s t  o f  £ 2 , 4 0 0 ,  g i v e s  

some i d e a  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s i z e s .  The g o a l  c o s t  a b o u t  £ 1 8 , 0 0 0 ,  

and t h e  new h o s p i t a l  £ 1 9 , 0 0 0 .  T h e r e  i s  a m p l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s h o w  t h a t  

t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  s t r a i n e d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  v e r y  s e v e r e l y .  A l l  t h e s e  w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  i n q u i r i e s ;  o n l y  t h e  h o s p i t a l  was  f i n i s h e d  i n  a n y w h e r e  

n e a r  t h e  t i m e  a l l o w e d  and t h e n  t h i s  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  i t  was  

b u i l t  by  t n e  i m p o r t e d  r a i l w a y  c o n t r a c t o r ,  P i c k e r i n g .  Even h e r e ,  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s  and w o r k m a n s h i p  was  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i s e d  i n  t h e  

s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t * 4 6 ^. T he  c o n t r a c t o r s  o n  t h e  L i b r a r y  

B u i l d i n g  w e n t  b a n k r u p t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t a k i n g  u n t i l  1 8 6 4  t o  be  com­

p l e t e d ,  w h i l e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o un t  o f  e x t r a  money  had t o  be  r a i s e d .

The c e n s u r e  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t  Gaol  was  c h i e f l y  c o n f i n e d  

t o  i t s  d e s i g n ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  a g a i n  t o o k  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  ^1u 5 d 

1 8 5 9 ) .

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t  ( 1 8 8 0 - 1 8 8 5 )  w e r e  e n t r u s t e d  t o  an E n g l i s h  f i r m .  B u l l  and  

Co.  o f  S o u t h a m p t o n ,  t h e r e  b e i n g ,  i t  s e e m s ,  no  l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  w i t h  

t h e  r e s o u r c e s , b o t h  i n  c a p i t a l  a nd  s k i l l ,  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s u c h  a t a s k .

The p i c t u r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  q u i t e  s o  o n e - s i d e d ,  a s  t h e  New S t a n d a r d  

Bank ( 1 8 8 2 - 1 8 8 4 ) ,  a v e r y  l a r g e  and c o s t l y  b u i l d i n g ,  was  b u i l t  by 

l o c a l  men.

By t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  had b eg u n  t o  

a d j u s t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s c a l e ,  a s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a l l  t h e  

l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  by l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r s .

The B u i l d e r ' s  Y a r d :

I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d e r ' s  y a r d  o n l y  b e g a n  t o  make  

i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  a r o u n d  1 8 7 0 .  B e f o r e  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d e r  c a r r i e d  on h i s  

t r a d e  f r om  h i s  h o u s e ,  t h e  amount  o f  m a t e r i a l  and p l a n t  t h a t  was  

u s e d  n o t  b e i n g  t h a t  l a r g e  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  a n y  mo r e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a n



(47)
t h o s e  t h a t  c o u l d  be  add ed  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u s e '  ' .

From t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  t n e  l a r g e r  c o n t r a c t o r s  s t a r t e d  t o  l i v e  

away f r o m  t h e  y a r d ,  s o m e t i m e s  i n  t h e  mor e  s e l e c t  s u b u r b s ^ '  . T h i s  

r e f l e c t s  t h e  g r o w i n g  a f f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  and t h e  

n e e d  f o r  a more s p e c i a l i s e d  b u i l d i n g  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  w o r k s h o p s . o f f i c e s  

and e v e n  s t a b l e s .  An i n v e n t o r y  o f  1 8 8 9 ^ '  \  s h o ws  q u i t e  s t r i k i n g l y  

how much p l a n t ,  e t c . ,  was c a r r i e d  by t h e  l a r g e r  c o n t r a c t o r  o f  t h e  

t i m e .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l e r  b u i l d e r s  a p p e a  ' t o  h a v e  

s e p a r a t e d  t h e i r  h o u s e s  f rom t h e i r  y a r d s , - 5 0 ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  

s u c h  a s  R. H.  M o r r i s ,  o p e r a t e d  f r o m l a r g e  p r e m i s e s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  

a r e a s .

L o c a l  B u i l d i n g  M a t e r i a l s :

O nl y  t h r e e  common b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  l o c a l l y :  l i m e ,

b r i c k s  an d s t o n e .

Lime w a s  o b t a i n e d  by b u r n i n g  e i t h e r  s e a - s h e l l s  o r  l i m e - s t o n e ,  t h e  

f o r m e r  b e i n g  p r e f e r r e d .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e r e f o r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  

k i l n s  f o r  b u r n i n g  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  c o a s t .  U n t i l  1 8 4 8 ,  t h e  

c h i e f  s u p p l y  was  f r om  t h e  c o n v i c t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  on Robben I s l a n d .

T h i s  wa s  m a i n l y  f o r  t h e  s u p p l y  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k ^  \  T h e r e  w e r e  

two l i m e  k i l n s  i n  Cape Town and t h r e e  mo r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  The two  

i n  Cape  Town m us t  h a v e  b u r n t  l i m e  f r om  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  q u a r r i e s .  A l l  

t n e s e  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  s m a l l  s c a l e  a f f a i r s  s o m e w h a t  l i k e  t h e  Robben  

I s l a n d  k i l n ^ ) .  By t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  l i m e  k i l n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  l o c a l ­

i s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  S a l t  R i v e r / M o w b r a y  a r e a ,  u s u a l l y  b e i n g  p a r t  

o f  a b r i c k f i e l d ^ 5 0 ''. In t h e  h i n t e r l a n d ,  l i m e  b u r n i n g  was  c a r r i e d  

o u t  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  f o r  s u p p l y  t o  n e a r b y  v i l l a g e s ^ 5 4 ) . O t h e r w i s e  

i n l a n d ,  l o c a l  l i m e s t o n e  was u s e d ^ 5 0 ) .

P r i o r  t o  1 8 8 0 ,  b r i c k f i e l d s  i n  t h e  Cape Town r e g i o n  w e r e  s m a l l  and  

n u m e r o u s ( 5 5 ) .  The  b r i c k s  p r o v i d e d ,  v a r i e d  e n o r m o u * l y ' v 7 ) and w e r e  

u s u a l l y  s p e c i f i e d  by name s u c h  a s  S p e n g l e r s  o r  E k s t e e n s .  Even d u r i n g  

t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t i e s  no ne  o f  t h e  f i v e  l a r g e s t  f i e l d s , a l l  s i t u a t e d  i n  

t h e  S a l t  R i v e r / M o w b r a y  a r e a , c o u l d  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

h a l f  a m i l l i o n  t o  a m i l l i o n  f a c e  b r i c k s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  new H ou se s  

o f  P a r l i a m e n t ^ ' .  Some o f  t h e s e  f i e l d s  p o s s e s s e d  m a c h i n e s  f o r

m a ki n g  b r i c k s  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a Hoffman



k i l n  i n  T a m b o e r s k l o o f  i n  1 8 9 7 ( 5 9 ) , t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a r e a s o n a b l e  

s u p p l y  o f  g o o d  f a c e  b r i c k s  c o u l d  be  g u a r a n t e e d .

O u t s i d e  Cape  Town,  b r i c k s  w e r e  o n l y  made f o r  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s .

O f t e n  t h e  f i r s t  a c t i o n  o f  a b u i l d e r  when a r r i v i n g  on s i t e  was  t o  

b u rn  a s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  o f  b r i c k s  t h a t  had b e e n  made i n - s i t u ,  

s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s ,  v i z .  N a g g e r ' s  p r o b l e m s  a t  C a l e d o n  

in  1 8 7 4 ( 6 ° ) .

A l l  t h e  s t o n e  q u a r r i t .  m  Cape Town w e r e  owned by t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  

who a l l o w e d  them t o  be  u s e d  on t h e  payme nt  o f  a f e e ^  ) a n d  s o m e ­

t i m e s  o p e r a t e d  the m t h e m s e l v e s ^ 1. The g r a n i t e  q u a r r y  i n  

H i g g o v a l e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o p e r a t e d  by  t h e  H i g g o  f a m i l y .

T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  i r o n  and b r a s s  f o u n d r i e s  i n  Cape  Town f ro m 1 8 6 0  

o n ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  m o s t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s h i p p i n g  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  

m a c h i n e r y ,  a l t h o u g h  no d o u b t  t h e y  p r o d u c e d  w h a t e v e r  was r e q u i r e d  o f  

them f o r  b u i l d i n g  p u r p o s e s .  The  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l o c a l l y  made d e c o r a ­

t i v e  c a s t  i r o n  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  e l s e w h e r e .

U n t i l  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  b r o a d  mas s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be b u i l t  

i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  w a y .  Any m o d i f i ­

c a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  a new m a t e r i a l  i n v a r i a b l y  r e q u i r e d  o n l y  

a l i t t l e  a d a p t i o n  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t e c h n i q u e s .  B u i l d i n g s  r e q u i r i n g  

a n y t h i n g  l a r g e l y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  normal  run o f  l o c a l  s k i l l s  w e r e  

e i t h e r  i m p o r t e d  f u l l y  p r e f a b r i c a t e d ,  e . g .  t h e  c o a l i n g  s t a t i o n  o f  

1 8 5 4 ,  o r  p a r t i a l l y  p r e f a b r i c a t e d ,  e . g .  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e  new m a r k e t  ( 1 8 6 4 )  o r ,  i f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  l a r g e  e n o u g h ,  i t  was  

u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a B r i t i s h  c o n t r a c t o r ,  a s  w e r e  t h e  New H o u s e s  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t .  In t h i s  c a s e  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s k i l l s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .

I t  was  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  boom o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h a t  l a r g e r  de mands  w e r e  

p l a c i d  on t h e  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h i s  was  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h e  

f or m o f  l a r g e r  and more  c o m p l e x  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  To u n d e r t a k e  

t h e s e ,  h i g h l y  o r g a n i s e d  c o n t r a c t o r s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d .  F i r m s  s u c h  a s  

M o r r i s  and Co.  and S ma l l  and M or ga n ,  e m p l o y i n g  l a r g e  n umbe rs  o f  w o r k ­

me n,  e v o l v e d  t o  m e e t  t h i s  n e e d .

New t e c h n i q u e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  i m p o r t e d ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  f or m o f  o v e r ­

s e a s  t r a i n e d  e m i g r a n t s  and new m a c h i n e - y ,  o r  by s u b c o n t r a c t i n g  o u t



t h e  s p e c i a l i s f . r f  work t o  o v e r s e a s  f i r m s .  S t e e l  f r a m e s , f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

w e r e  d e s i g n e d ,  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  and e r e c t e d  by E n g l i s h  f i r m s  s u c h  a s  

Dorman Long .  A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  

t e r r a - c o t t a  c l a d d i n g  w h i c h  was  a l m o s t  a l l  made i n  E n g l a n d  and  

i m p o r t e d

C o n t r a c t u a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n :

The n or mal  f o r m o f  t e n d e r i n g  was  t h e  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i v e  o n e .  H er e  

b u i l d e r s  w e r e  i n v i t e d ,  u s u a l l y  by m e a n s  o f  a s u i t a b l e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  

p l a c e d  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  t o  s u b m i t  a t e n d e r  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  w o r k .

A s p e c i f i e d  t i m e  was  o f t e n  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

t e n d e r s .  T h i s  was  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k .  T h i s  

c u s t o m  d a t e s  f ro m e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ^ 6 4 - , b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  

f a l l e n  s om ewh a t  i n t o  a b e y a n c e  by t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s ^ ^ . I t  was  r e ­

e s t a b l i s h e d  v . o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  a l l  p u b l i c  work b e i n g  r e g u l a r l y  a d v e r t ­

i s e d  f r o m  v . » n  o n .  P r i v a t e  work was  a l s o  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h i s  

m a n n e r , b u t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work w o u l d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

t e n d e r e d  f o r  by p r i v a t e  i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o r  c l i e n t ' ^ .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p r e - t e n d e r  p e r i o d ,  i n t e n d i n g  b u i l d e r s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  

e x a m i n e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a nd  t h e  d r a w i n g s .  From t h e  

l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  i t  w o u l d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t h a t  f o r  l a r g e  j o b s ,  b i l l s  o f  

q u a n t i t y  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  by  e i t h e r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o r  t h e  s u r v e y o r  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e s t i m a t i n g ^ ' .  T h e s e  b i l l s  a l l o w e d  f o r  a much more  

u n i f o r m  p r i c i n g .

T e n d e r s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g , a n d  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  work f rom t h e  

1 8 5 0 ' s  o n ,  t h i s  was  on a s t a n d a r d  f o r m ^ 9 ' . The u s u a l  t e n d e r  was  i n  

t h e  f o r m  o f  a ' lu mp sum' o f f e r ,  i . e .  a f i x e d  sum o f  money t o  u n d e r ­

t a k e  t h e  w h o l e  o r  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  c l a u s e s  r e ­

l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t i m e s  o f  commencement  and c o m p l e t i o n  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  

o f f e r ^ 7^ .  U s u a l l y  t h e  t e n d e r e r  was  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  name  

o f  a t  l e a s t  two p e o p l e  who wou ld  s t a n d  s u r e t y  f o r  him f o r  t h e  com­

p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t ^ z 1 ^.

Upon a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ' s  t e n d e r ,  b o t h  p a r t i e s  s i g n e d  a 

w r i t t e n  c o n t r a c t  w h i c h  was  e i t h e r  s t a n d a r d i s e d  a s  i n  l a t e r  g o v e r n m e n t  

work o r  s p e c i a l l y  w r i t t e n  o u t  by  t h e  a r c h i t e c t 1,^ . The c o n d i t i o n s  

l a i d  down i n  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  a )  t h a t

t h e  work p e r f o r m e d  was t o  be  t o  t h e  f u l l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  d r a w i n g s  and



s p e c i f i c a t i o n  and t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ;  b)  t h a t  t h e  

c o n t r a c t o r  was  n o t  t o  s u b l e t  work w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n ;  c )  t h a t  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t  had t h e  p ow er  t o  r e j e c t  d e f e c t i v e  w o r k m a n s h i p ;  d )  t h a t  

a l t e r a  i o n s  w e r e  n o t  t o  v i t i a t e  t h e  c o n t r a c t  and a l l  e x t r a s  and  

o m i s s i o n s  w e r e  t o  be  v a l u e d ;  e )  when and how p a y m e n t s  w e r e  t o  be  

paid^).

I n s t a l m e n t s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  p a i d  on a m o n t h l y  b a s i s  on b i g  c o n c r a c t s .

A s p e c i f i c  p e r c e n t a g e  ( i n v a r i a b l y  80%) o f  t h e  work p e r f o r m e d  w as  

v a l u e d  a nd  c e r t i f i e d  by  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  - 7 4 } . On s m a l l e r  w o r k ,  i t  was  

u s u a l  t o  u s e  a more  r o u g h  and r e a d y  s y s t e m ,  a s e t  amount  b e i n g  p a y ­

a b l e  on t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  s t a g e s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  B i s h o p  

G r a y ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  h i s  c h u r c h - b u i l d i n g  programme o f  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  

a nd 1 8 6 0 ' s , had t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s y s t e m :  o n e - t h i r d  was  p a i d  when t h e

f o u n d a t i o n s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e ,  a n o t h e r  t h i r d  when t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  

r e a d y  f o r  r o o f i n g  a nd  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  on c o m p l e t i o n ^ .

T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a s i g n e d  c o p y  o f  t h e  m a j o r  d r a w i n g s  and  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  became t h e  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t s  by  w h i c h  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  

t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t  w e r e  bound t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s ^ 7 6 ^.

B u i l d i n g  C o s t s :

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u i l d i n g  c o s t s  a t  t h e  Cape  r e m a i n e d  h i g h  

i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  B r i t a i n .  B i s h o p  G r a y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  e s t i m a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  c h u r c h e s  was  d o u b l e  t h a t  o f  E n g l a n d ^ 7^ .

As a g e n e r a l  f i g u r e  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  on  t h e  h i g h  s i d e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

o f  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l  c h u r c h e s  i n  a c o u n t r y  g e n e r a l l y  l a c k i n g  

g o o d  b u i l d i n g  s t o n e  and s k i l l e d  m a s o n s  w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  h a v e  b e e n  

a c o s t l y  a f f a i r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a l m o s t  e v e r y  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t  

was  b e d e v i l e d  by  t h e  h i g h  and u n c e r t a i n  c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  t h e  

c o m p l a i n t s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  t h a t  w e r e  made by t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  

o f  t h e  new S . A .  L i b r a r y  i n  1 8 5 9 ,  b e i n g  o n e  o f  many s i m i l a r  o n e s  

t o  be  f o u n d ( 7 ^ .  T h e s e  c o s t s  w e r e  o f t e n  s o  h i g h  a s  t o  c a u s e  t h e  

a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  c o n t e m p l a t e d  w o r k ,  a s  was  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 8 6 0 .  Here  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  c o s t s  o f  t h e  two  

w i n n i n g  e n t r i e s  w e r e  s o  f a r  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  b u d g e t ,  t h a t  a f t e r  b e i n g  

p u b l i c l y  e x h i b i t e d  t h e y  w e r e  q u i e t l y  f o r g o t t e n  a b o u t D u r i n g  

t h e  s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o f  1 8 7 6 ,  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  F r e e m a n ' s  d i s ­

m i s s a l  a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  t o  t h e  new H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  c h i e f l y  i t



s e e m s  on t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  g u i d e ­

l i n e s  on c o s t  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r s  by t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  

Works was  s a d l y  a mi s s ' ' 8 1 Hi s  e s t i m a t e  f o r  Cape b u i l d i n g  c o s t s  

was E n g l i s h  p r i c e s  p l u s  20%. I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t n a t  an e x t r a  50% 

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  mor e  r e a l i s t i c ' 8 ^ .

H i g h l y  p a i d  l a b o u r  and t h e  n e e d  t o  i m p o r t  s o  many i t e m s  m u s t  a l s o  

h a v e  k e p t  up t h e  c o s t  j f  b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y .  The  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a b r i e f  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c o s t s .  

The c o s t s  o f  b u i l d i n g  c a n  o e  c o n v e n i e n t l y  s p l i t  i n t o  t h e  b a s i c  s u b ­

d i v i s i o n s  o f  l a b o u r  and o f  m a t e r i a l s .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b o t h  

e f  t h e s e  w e r e  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  B r i t a i n .

S k i l l e d  l a b o u r  a t  t h e  Cape was  a l w a y s  s l i g h t l y  mo r e  h i g h l y  p a i d  t h a n  

i . i  B r i t a i n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  i n  B r i t a i n  t h e  a v e r a g e  

d a i l y  wage  o f  a j o u r n e y m a n  was  a b o u t  4 / - 1-8 3 ) ,  w h i l e  i t  v a r i e d  b e t w e e n  

4 / 6  a nd 5 / 6  i n  Cape Town and was  mo r e  e l s e w h e r e ^ 8 4 ) .  The same  

r a t i o  h e l d  i n t o  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .

U n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  w a s ,  h o w e - - e r ,  n o t  a s  w e l l  p a i d  a s  B r i t a i n ,  l a b o u r e r s  

t h e r e  r e c e i v i n g  2 / 6  a d a y  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s ^ w h i l e  t h o s e  i n  Cape Town 

r e c e i v e d  o n l y  2 / -  a d a y ( 8 6 ) . In t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h i s  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  

3 / 6  i n  Engl  a n d ^ 8 / /  a s  a g a i n s t  2 / 6  ( w i t h  f o o d )  l o c a l l y .  T h i s  r e v e r s a l  

c a n  be  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  l a b o u r e r s  i n  t h e  Cape wo u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  n o n - E u r o p e a n  w i t h  l o w e r  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r -  

o a r t s  i n  B r i t a i n .

L o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  a l s o  mor e  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  t h e i r  e q u i v a l e n t s  i n  

B r i t a i n .  In 1 8 5 2  Cape b r i c k s  c o s t  4 8 / -  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  f o r  b e s t  h a r d s ^ 8 8 ) , 

w h i l e  c o mmo ns ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  e q u i v a l e n t ,  c o s t  2 6 / - ( 8 ^ .  The  o n l y  b r i c k  

a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r i c e  was  t h e  s l o p  b r i c k ,  a v a s t l y  

i n f e r i o r  p r o d u c t .  L o c a l  b r i c k s  w e r e  s t i l l  d e a r e r  i n  t h e  m i d -  

1 8 7 0 ' s ^ 0 ' .  Lime a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d e a r e r ^ 9 1 ) .  The o n l y  

c o m m o d i t y  t h a t  was  n o t  mor e  e x p e n s i v e  was  l o c a l  s t o n e ' 9 3 ' , b u t  t h e  

c o s t  o f  v-'t' k i n g  i t  o u t w e i g h e d  a n y  i n i t i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  

h a d .

As t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  a l l  i m p o r t e d ,  i t  

f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  mor e  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  

o f  o r i g i n .  F r e i g h t  c o s t s  v a r i e d  b u t  some e x a m p l e s  c a n  be  g i v e n  i n



o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  an i d e a  o f  w^a t  t i "  o r d e r  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  s e e m s  

t o  h a v e  b e e n .  In I 8 6 0 ,  i t  c o s t  £ V  t o  s e n d  50 0 g a l l o n s  o f  o i l  

w o r t h  £ 1 0 2 . 1 6 . 0  t o  t h e  Cape f r o m F . g l a n d .  I t  a l s o  c o s t  £ 8 . 7 . 1 1  

t o  s e n d  f i v e  p o s t  b o x e s  w o r t h  £ 4 0 ,  w h i l e  a p r e f a b r i c a t e d  i r o n  

b r i d g e  w e i g h i n g  2 1 2  t o n s , p r i c e d  a t  £ 1 , 3 3 8 . 3 . 1 1  c o s t  £ 3 9 9  t o  s h i p  

o u t < 9 3 >. To c h a r g e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  s h o u l d  be a d d e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  

5% d u t y ,  p l u s  h a n d l i n g  c o s t s ,  i n s u r a n c e  e t c . ,  f o r  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

I t  w o u l d  seem f r om  t h i s  t h a t  i m p o r t e d  i t e m s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  c o s t  

an a v e r a g e  o f  a b o u t  50% m o r e .

F r e i g h t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be e x p e n s i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ‘ s  and 1 8 8 0 ' s .

C e m e n t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o s t  f u l l y  100% m o r e  t h a n  i t  d i d  i n  E n g l a n d  

In 1 8 8 5  i t  c o s t  a b o u t  1 6 / -  a c a s k  a s  a g a i n s t  7 / 1 1  i n  B r i t a i n

E s t i m a t i n g  T e c h n i q u e s :

A number  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  c o s t  o f  a b u i l d i n g  t o  be w o r k e d  o u t  i n  a d v a n c e  

w i t h  some  d e g r e e  o f  a c c u r a c y .  T h e r e  was  a t w o f o l d  p u r p o s e  i n  t h i s ;  

t h e  f i r s t  was  t o  a l l o w  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o r  d e s i g n e r  t o  k e e p  t c  h i s  

d e s i g n  w i t h i n  t h e  c o s t  l i m i t s  s e t  h i m^9 6 ^,  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n  

i n  a c o m m e r c i a l l y  o r i e n t a t e d  w o r l d  and s e c o n d l y ,  i t  was  t o  make s u r e  

t h a t  t h e  b u i l d e r s  p r e p a r e d  a d e t a i l e d  t e n d e r  i n  a u n i f o r m  ».ay.

9 7 )
The m e t h o d  u s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  w as  t h a t  o f  ' s q u a r i n g ' '

H er e  t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  o f  a b u i l d i n g  was  d i v i d e d  by a s q u a r e  o f  1 0 0  

s q u a r e  f e e t ,  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  number m u l t i p l i e d  by  a g i v e n  r a t e .

T h i s  r a t e  was  s e t  by t h e  t y p e  o f  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a 

r o u g h  and r e a d y  s y s t e m  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  s m a l l  o r  s i m p l e  b u i l d i n g  i n  

a s e t t l e d  e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e .  I t  p r o b a o l y  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  f o r  s m a l l e r  

d o m e s t i c  work t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  was  - e p l a c e d  by more  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s  by t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .

The n e x t  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  t h a t  o f  ' c u b i n g ' . Here  t h e  t o t a l  v o l u m e  o f  

t h e  i n t e n d e d  b u i l d i n g  was  wo r ke d  o u t  i n  c u b i c  f e e t .  T h i s  was  m u l t i ­

p l i e d  by a r a t e ,  a g a i n  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  t y p e  o f  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  r a t e  

was u s u a l l y  t a k e n  f rom a h an db ook s u c h  a s  D o n a l d s o n ' s  'A Handbook o f  

S p e c i f i c a t i o n s '  ( 1 s t  e d i t i o n  1 8 5 9 ) ;  o r  S p o n ' s  ' A r c h i t e c t ' s  P o c k e t  

B o o k * T h e  r a t e s  g i v e n  i n  t h e s e  b o o k s  w e r e  wo r ke d  o u t  f rom  

b u i l t  e x a m p l e s  and a s  s u c h  c o u l d  be  e x p e c t e d  t o  be  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c u r a t e  

b u t  t h e y  a l s o  c o u l d  become o ut mo ded  q u i t e  q u i c k l y  i n  a t i m e  o f  e s c a l -



1 6 0 .

a t i n g  c o s t s .  H en ce  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  u s i n g  an u p - t o - d a t e  e d i t i o n .

An a d d i t i o n a l  p - o b l e m  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n  was how t o  c a l c u l a t e  

a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  e x t r a  c o s t  i n v o l v e d  i n  b u i l d i n g .  T h e r e  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  no g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  f o r m u l a  f o r  t h i s ' 9 9 ' .

B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e r e  w as  a l s o  l i t t l e  a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  e x a c t l y  how t o  

c u b e ^ ^ ' .  C u b i n g  was  c h i e f l y  u s e d  f o r  e s t i m a t e s  and n o t  f ' . r  

t e n d e r i n g  p u r p o s e s 1' 1 9 ' ' .

The m o s t  a c c u r a t e  f or m o f  c o s t i n g  d e v e l o p e d  was  t h a t  o f  t h e  B i l l  o f  

Q u a n t i t i e s .  As m e n t i o n e d  e l s e w h e r e ' ^ 0 " ' ,  t h i s  was  i n  u s e  i r  E n g l a n d  

i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s ,  and a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  f i r s t  come i n t o  u s e  ^  t h e  Cape  

by t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  H er e  a l i s t  o f  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l s  and  

t h e i r  f i n i s h e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  c o m p i l e d .  T h e s e  

m a t e r i a l s  a nd  f i n i s h e s  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  e i t h e r  c u b i c  o r  

s q u a r e  f e e t  o r  i f  t h i s  was i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e y  w e r e  e n u m e r a t e d .  To ,

t h e s e  i t e m s  t h e  b u i l d e r  a p p l i e d  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  b a s e d  on c u r r e n t  

m a t e r i a l  an d l a b o u r  c o s t s .  The t o t a l  o f  t h e s e  i t e m s ,  p l u s  t h e  a l l o w ­

ed p r o f i t  t h e n  be c am e t h e  t e n d e r  f i g u r e ' ' 9 3 ^. T h i s  had o b v i o u s  c o n ­

t r a c t u a l  a d v a n t a g e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o s t  ’g o f  e x t r a s  and o m i s s i o n s .

A l t h o u g h  a g r e a t  a d v a n c e  on t h e  m e t h o d s  p r e v i o u s l y  u s e d ,  t h i s  s y s t e m  

was  a l s o  c a p a b l e  o f  f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  

a p p e a r  t h a t  i n  e a r l i e r  e x a m p l e s  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  w i n d o w s  i n  b r i c k w o r k  

w e r e  i g n o r e d  i n  c u b i n g  u p ,  t h e  t h e o r y  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  e x t r a  b r i c k w o r k  

a l l o w e d  i n  t h i s  way wu ul d  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  he  f o r m i n g  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g s .

T h i s  p r a c t i c e  was  s t i l l  i n  u s e  i n  Cape Town a n d ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e s  i n  B r i t a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s 'i ' .  By t h i s  t i m e  i n  

L o n d o n ,  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  had b e e n  r e f i n e d  t o  o m i t  t h e  b r i c k w o r k  t o  

o p e n i n g s  a nd add i n  an e x t r a  i t e m  f o r  f o r m i n g  t h e s e '  T h i s  was

f o u n d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  f i n a l  c o s t .

A l l  t h e s e  r e f i n e m e n t s  w e r e  d u l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  l o c a l  p r a c t i c e  b u t  

d e s p i t e  t h e s e ,  b u i l d i n g  was  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  an a c t  o f  f a i t h  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  f i n a l  c o s t .  Numerous e x a m p l e s  c a n  be  q u o t e d ,  b u t  two w i l l  

s u f f i c e .  The  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum B u i l d i n g  was  b e g u n  on a b u d g e t  

o f  £ 7 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 5 7 ^ u 6 '1 and was f i n a l l y  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 4  a t  t h e  c o s t  

o f  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 ^ 9 '7' . The i n t e r , o e d  a mount  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  new H o u s e s  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 8 7 4  was  a maximum o f  £ 4 5 , 0 0 0 ' ^ 9 8 - .  In 1 8 7 9  t h i s  was  

r e v i s e d  t o  £ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0  and f i n a l l y  c o s t  £ 2 2 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 8 5 ^ 0 9 ^.
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CHAPTER FI V E . THE EVOLUTION OF THE TOWNS.

•SINCE TEE DISCOVER! OF THE TRANSVAAL GOLD FIELDS AND THEIR 

MARVELLOUS DEVELOPMENT, CAPE TOWN, ALTHOUGH FAR REMOVED FROM 

THE CENTRE OF ACTIVIT!, HAS INDIRECTLY BENEFITED BY THE 

PROSPERITY OF THE RAND. BEING THE FIRST PORT OF CALL FOR 

ENGLISH STEAMERS, IT HAS UNDERGONE OF LATE YEARS A RAPID TRANS­

FORMATION. MANY EUROPEANS HAVE COME TO THE CAPE, AND MANY 

SETTLED AT CAPE TOWN IN PREFERENCE TO GOING FURTHER AFIELD.

GRADUALLY THE POPULATION OF THE CITY HAS ASSUMED LARGER PROPOR­

TIONS, AND ITS NOW OVERFLOWING COMMUNITY IS  SPREADING THROUGH 

TABLE VALLEY, AND FORMING CENTRES OF ACTIVITY AND LIFE IN THE 

CHARMING SUBURBS'.

The typic a l  Victor ian c i t y  has been admirably described by 

A.S.A.Briggs in the fo l lowing words: 'The a i t i e s  were con fu sed

and co m p lic a te d , a patchwork o f  p r iv a te  p r o p e r t ie s  d eve lo p ed  

s e p a r a te ly  w ith  l i t t l e  sen se  o f  cormon p la n , a jum ble o f  s i t e s  
and b u ild in g s  w ith  few form al f r o n t i e r s ,  a b e w ild e r in g  v a r ie ty  o f  

h e ig h ts  and eye l e v e l s ,  a p ro fu s io n  o f  n o ise s  and s m e lls ,  a s o c ia l  

d is o r d e r  w ith  d i s t r i c t s  o f  d e p r iv a tio n  and o s te n ta t io n ,  and every  

a r c h i te c tu r a l  s t y l e ,  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  to  add to  th e  co n fu sio n .

This d e s c r ip t i o n  co ul d , in the main, be apt ly  appl ied to Cape Town 
during the period of  rapid growth that  occupied the l a s t  quarter  

of  the 19th century,  but i t  i s ,  I t h i nk ,  somewhat negat ive  in tone ,  

miss ing  t h e  robustness of  the time.

E f f e c t i v e  town planning requires a common c i v i c  purpose, something 

which i s  hard to r e con c i le  with the  rampant economical individual ism  

of  the Victor ian era.  There fore , although the  bui ld ing  o f  c i t i e s  

was a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Victorian achievement,  th is  was, to quote 

Briggs again: 'Im pressive  in  s c a le  b u t l im ite d  in  v i s io n ,  c re a tin g  

new o p p o r tu n it ie s  bu t a ls o  p ro v id in g  m assive new problem s

Amongst these  new problems, which grew in s i z e  and complexity in 
proportion with the c i t y  i t s e l f ,  were those o f  heal th and s a n i t a ­

t i o n .  Merely to be able to provide a constant  supply of  sa fe  
drinking water and to ensure proper sewerage and drainage seemed 

to tax the resources of  the average c i t y  counci l  and i t s  o f f i c i a l s  

without  t h e i r  being able to conceive  of  any grander purpose. i t



s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  Cape Town was  t h e  f i r s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

c i t y  t o  r e a c h  a s i z e  w h e r e  a l l  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

e v o l u t i o n  c o u l d  come i n t o  p l a y .  To d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  t h e  p o w e r s  

o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w e r e ,  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  s e v e r e l y  

l i m i t e d  w h i l s t  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  was  a l s o  s m a l l  a nd w e a k l y  

o r g a n i s e d ^ .  The i n f l u e n c e  o f  p e r m n e n t  o f f i c i a l s  h a s  b e e n
( 5 )

f o u n d  t o  h a v e  had a g r e a t  b e a r i n g  on m u n i c i p a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s '  .

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  w h i c h  b e d e v i l s  a l l  c a p i t a l  c i t i e s  i s  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  

c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s  b e t w e e n  c e n t r a l  and l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ;  i n  

t h i s  c a s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Cape  Town C o u n c i l  a n d ,  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e  I m p e r i a l ,  

a nd l a t t e r l y  t h e  C o l o n i a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e r e  i s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  wa s  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  

r e g a r d  t o  s u c h  an i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n  a s  t h e  s i t i n g  o f  t h e  

r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s .

In t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  w h e r e  t h e  Town C o u n c i l  was  b o t h  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  l a n d  o wn er  a nd  d e v e l o p e r ,  t h e  g r i d  o f  t h e  t own was  

e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e s e  new a r e a s .  T h e s e  w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  t h e  

w e s t .  Even a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  t h i s  p a t t e r n  was c o n t i n u e d ^ 5 ' .  

When t h e  Town C o u n c i l  was  n o t  t h e  d e v e l  i e r ,  a nd  i t  was  n o t  u n t i l  

1861 t h a t  t h e y  a c q u i r e d  a n y  p o w e r s  a t  a l l  o v e r  new d e v e l o p m e n t s ^ ' / , 

e v e n  t h e n  t h e y  w e r e  o n l y  empo we re d t o  a l l o w  t h e  C i t y  E n g i n e e r  t o  

g i v e  t h e  l i n e  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  n e „  b u i l d i n g s  f r o n t i n g  on t o  new 

s t r e e t s .  O nl y  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  1 8 8 9 ' ® J e x t e n d e d  

t h e s e  p o w e r s  t o  i n c l u d e  minimum s t r e e t  w i d t h s , k e r b i n g  and d r a i n ­

a g e .  O u t s i d e  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  a r e a  o f  Cape T o w n , t h e r e  w e r e  no 

r e s t r u c t i o n s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s u b u r b s  u n t i l  t h e  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y .  From t h i s ,  i t  c a n  be  s e e n  t h a t  i t  was  l e f t  t o  t h e  

p r i v a t e  e n t r e p e n e u r  t o  l a y  o u t  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  v i r t u a l l y  a s  ne  

p l e a s e d .  The g r i d ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  a d v a n t a g e s  was  

u n i v e r s a l l y  u s e d , b u t  e a c h  d e v e l o p e r  u s e d  i t  f o r  h i s  own p u r p o s e s  

v a r y i n g  i t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  p o t e n t i c 1 c l i e n t  he  was  h o p i n g  

t o  a t t r a c t .  U s u a l l y  o n l y  t h e  m i n i m a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w e r e  made  

b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  

h o d g e - p o d g e  o f  an a r e a  s u c h  a s  D i s t r i c t  S i x .

A number  o f  s m a l l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r , made by t h e  Town 

C o u n c i l .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was  t h e  w i d e n i n g  ( 1 8 6 0 ) ,  o f  

A d d e r ) e y  S _- e e t  b e t w e e n  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  and t h e  c e n t r a l  c a u s e w a y .



T h i s  had p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  p a r t l y  b l o c k e d  by t h e  o l d  T r o n k .  In

e x c h a n g e  f o r  a new s i t e  i n  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t ,  t h e  Town C o u n c i l  

a c q u i r e d  t h e  p r i s o n  s i t e  and d e m o l i s h e d  h a l f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d ­

i n g  i n  1 8 5 9 ,  s o  a s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  u n i f o r m  w i d t h  o f  t h e  s t r e e t

down t o  t h e  p i e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  t h e r e  was  a l s o  a m o d e s t

a mo u n t  o f  l a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

c a u s e w a y  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  R i e b e c k  and P r e s w i c h  S t r e e t s  t o  b e  c o n t i n ­

ued t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  c a u s e w a y .  The l a s t  i m p r o v e m e n t  was  t h e  e x ­

t e n s i o n  o f  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  i n  1 8 9 0 .  H er e  i t  was t a k e n  t h r o u g h  

t h e  b l o c k  b e t w e e n  S t r a n d  and W a t e r k a n t  S t r e e t s .

P e r h a p s  n o w h e r e  d o e s  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p r a g m a t i s m  show mor e  t h a n  i n

t h e  m u n i c i p a l  a t t i t u d e  t o  u r b a n  s p a c e s .  At  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e

c e n t u r y .  Cape  Town p o s s e s s e d  a number o f  s q u a r e s , t h e  b i g g e s t  o f

w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  h a r d l y  a s q u a r e ,  was  t h e  Grand P a r a d e .  As l a t e

a s  1 8 5 9  i t  was  d e s c r i b e d  b y  S i r  G e o r g e  Gr ey  a s  'Both an ornament
(91and a sou rce  o f  h ea lth  and enjoym ent to  the c i t y ' K . A b r i e f  

r e s u m e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  on  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  w i l l  i n s t a n c e  t h e  m o u n t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  p r e s s u r e .

In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  i s  w o r t h  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  P a r a d e  o c c u p i e d  

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h r e e  c i t y  b l o c k s  on i t s  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e .

The f i r s t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  Com me rc i a l  E x c h a n g e ,  was  o f  c o u r s e  p r e -  

V i c t o r i a n ,  b e i n g  b u i l t  i n  1 8 1 8 .  F o r  o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  i t  r e m a i n e d  

t h e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  P a r a d e  u n t i l  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

s t a t i o n  i n  1 8 6 3 .  A n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  v e r y  s m a l l ,  was  t h e  

T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e  b u i l t  C . 1 8 6 0 .  No mo r e  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  

u n t i l  1 8 8 3  b u t  t h e  s t a t i o n  was  r e - b u i l t  on a l a r g e r  s c a l e  i n  1 8 7 8 .

The b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S t a n d a r d  Bank o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  T e l e g r a p h  

O f f i c e  was t h e  f i r s t  and o n l y  t o t a l l y  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  

P a r a d e  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on w h a t  m o t i v e s  i n d u c e d  

t h e  Town C o u n c i l  t o  a l l o w  t h i s ,  a l t h o u g h  a s u i t a b l y  i m p r e s s i v e  

b u i l d i n g  was  e r e c t e d .  The  Opera H o u s e ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 3 ,  marks  

t h e  f i r s t  mo ve  b ac k  f rom A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  down t h e  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t  

s i d e .  The d e m o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  C om m er c i a l  E x c h a n g e  i n  1 8 9 3  and  

t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  G . P . O .  mar ks  t h e  f i n a l  

s u n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  P a r a d e  f rom A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t ,  a p r o c e s s  f i n a l l y  

c o m p l e t e d  by i t s  l a t e r  e x p a n s i o n  i n t o  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  b l o c k  b e h i n d  

i t .  On t h e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up o f  t h i s  end o f  t h e



s q u a r e  d i d  a l l o w  t h e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  A d d e r ! e y  

S t r e e t  a s  t h e  ma i n t h o r o u g h f a r e  i n s t e a d  o f  d e t r a c t i n g  f r o m  i t .  

A n o t h e r  l o s s  was  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  P a r a o e  f ro m t h e  s e a  by t h e  

r a i l w a y .  W h i l e  i t  was  o n l y  a s i n g l e  t r a c k  t h i s  e f f e c t  w a s  m i n im a l  

b u t  by  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h i s  had become a l a r g e  m a r s h a l l i n g  

y a r d .  The  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  ( 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 5 )  was  an  a t t e m p t  

t o  t u r n  t h e  P a r a d e  i n t o  a c i v i c  s p a c e ,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  c u r i o u s l y  

u n s u c c e s s f u l  when i t  i s  c o mp ar ed  w i t h ,  f o "  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  town  

s q u a r e  o f  Durban w h e r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  m a ss  o f  b u i l d i n g  

t o  t h e  o p e n  s p a c e  a l l o w s  i t  t o  d o m i n a t e  i t  mo r e  c o m p l e t e l y .

C a l e o o n  S q u a r e  was a l s o  t o  s u f f e r  t h e  Same p r o c e s s  o f  e n c r o a c h ­

me nt  a l t h o u g h  h e r e  t h i s  h a s  l e d  t o  i t s  e x t i n c t i o n .  A f t e r  b e i n g  

m o o t e d  a s  a s u i t a b l e  s p o t  f o r  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  C . 1 8 6 0 ,  

t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  t o  o c c u p y  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  b l o c k s  o v e r  w h i c h  

t h e  s q u a r e  e x t e n d e d  was  t h e  New M a r k e t  o f  1 8 6 4 .  T h i s  o c c u p i e d

t h e  p r e s e n t  C i t y  H a l l  s i t e .  The n e x t  b u i l d i n g ,  d y a i n  o c c u p y i n g

a b l o c k ,  was  t h e  D r i l l  H a l l  o f  1 3 8 4 .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  c e n t u r y  t h e

r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  s q u a r e  was  b u i l t  up.

F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  two r e m a i n i n g  s q u a r e s ,  G r e e n m a r k e t  and H o t t e n t o t  

o r  B o e r e p l e i n ,  w e r e  n o t  b u i l t  u p o n.  The v a r i o u s  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  

i n t o  t h e  G a r d e n s  c an a l s o  b e  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ' ^ ,  b u t  

h e r e  t h e  c u l p r i t  was  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a nd i t  i s  h a r d  t o  s e e  how 

t h e y  had much o p t i o n  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  a l t h o u g h  a g a i n  i t  was  a l l  

d o n e  i n  a p i e c e m e a l  f a s h i o n .

The two c i t y  p a r k s  w e r e  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  The  

B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s  w e r e  h an de d o v e r  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  

and De Waal P ark  was  l a i d  o u t  i n  1 8 9 5 .  The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e s e  

a r e  d e t a i l e d  e l s e w h e r ? ^ ^ .  b u t  i t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  

was  p a r t  o f  a n y  p l a n .  The f i r s t  was  an i n h e r i t a n c e  f r om  t h e  

D u tc h E a s t  I no i a C o mp a ny ' s  d a y s .  I t s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  h a v i n g  

l a p s e d ,  i t  made a v e r y  s u i t a b l e  and a t t r a c t i v e  o a s i s  i n  an o t h e r ­

w i s e  d u s t y  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  muddy c i t y .  A g a i n  De Waal P ark  was  

d e v e l o p e d  o n  g r o u n d  l e f t  o v e r  f rom t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  b o u g h t  f o r  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  M o l t e n o  R e s e r v o i r .

T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  t o w n s , many we r  1 f o u n d e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

m i d - c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  m o t i v e s  and m e t h o d s  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l l y



d e v i a t e  f r o m  t h o s e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l  by L e w c o c k ^ 1 2 '.  The  p' ime m o t i v e  f o r  t h e  

f o u n d i n g  o f  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  t o w n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  c o v e r e d  by  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  was  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a c h u r c h  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  f a r m i n g  

c o m m u n i t y .  Thus e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  t o w n s h i p  a t t r a c t e d  co mme rce  

and i f  i t  g r ew  i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h ,  i t  be came  t h e  s e a t  o f  a m a g i s t r a t e ,  

t h u s  m a r k i n g  i t s  r e g i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The  g r i d  i r o n  p a t t e r n ,  

t h e  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l  c o l o n i a l  p l a n n i n g  d e v i c e ,  was i n e v i t a b l y  u s e d .  

I t s  a d v a n t a g e s ,  i n  s u r v e y i n g ,  l a y o u t  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  w e r e  t o o  

o v e r w h e l m i n g  f o r  a n y  more  c o m p l i c a t e d  f o r m s  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d .

U s u a l l y  a v e r y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  c h e c k e r  b o a r d  p a t t e r n  c e n t r e d  on  

a s q u a r e ,  was  a d o p t e d , an e x a m p l e  b e i n g  C e r e s ,  l a i d  o u t  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  

w h i c h  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  W o r c e s t e r  ( 1 8 2 2 ) .  In o t h e r s ,  l i k e  R o b e r t s o n ,  

t h e  g r i d  wa s  s h i f t e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  c h u r c h  an a x i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t  r a t h e r  l i k e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t  a t  G e o r g e  ( 1 8 11  ) 1-1 3 ^.

A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a t y p i c a l  s m a l l  t o w n  a t  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  m i g h t  r un a s  f o l l o w s 1 The  s t r e e t s  w e r e  w i d e  

a nd g e n e r a l l y  p l a n t e d  w i t h  t r e e s  and l i n e d  w i t h  w a t e r  f u r r o w s .

The b u i l d i n g s  t e n d e d  t o  be  v e r y  d i s p e r s e d  w i t h  a s l i g h t  b u i l d  up 

i n  h e i g h t  and d e n s i t y  or, t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t  O t h e r w i s e  t h e y  w e r e  

u n i f i e d  oy  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  t r e e s  and h e d g e s .  The d o m i n a n t  b u i l d ­

i n g  was  i n e v i t a b l y  t h e  N.G.  C hur ch  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e r  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  

s e l d o m  p l a c e d  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  i t ^ " ^ .  T h e r e  m i g n t  a l s o  b e  

a N o n - C o n f o r m i s t  o r  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  much i n  t h e  same s t y l e  and  

s i z e  a s  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h .  O t h e r w i s e  t h e r e  was  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ' s  

C o u r t ,  u s u a l l y  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  P o s t  a nd  T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e  and  

s o m e t i m e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Gaol  and P o l i c e  S t a t i o n .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  

was a s m a l l  Town H a l l .  U s u a l l y  t h e r e  was  a d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  

v e - a n d a h e d  h o t e l  w i t h  some v e r a n d a h e d  s h o p s  on t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t .  

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  b u i l d i n g  w as  t h e  s c h o o l .  H o u s e s , e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  mode rn  o n e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  s i m p l e  w h i t e - w a l l e d  v e r n a c u l a r ,  

m a k i n g  t h e  town f a r  more  u n i f i e d  t h a n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t s  N a t a l  

e q u i v a l e n t ^ 1 6 ) .  The s t a t i o n  was  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  on t h e  f r i n g e  o f  

t h e  t own an d t e n d e d  t o  draw some  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o w a r d s  i t ,  a s  i t  

d i d  i n  E n g l a n d ^ ' 7 ) .  T h e r e  was  a l w a y s  a ' g o o d '  and a ' b a d '  e n d .

What f o l l o w s  i s  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s i x  t o w n s  s e l e c t e d  a s  

t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e s :



1 6 9 .

P i q u e t b e r g
M O N

P i q u e t b e r g  was  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 3 5  t o  p r o v i d e  a s i t e  f o r  a c h u r c h  

T h i s  was  b u i l t  i n  1836  a s  a t y p i c a l  ' k r u i s  k e r k ' .  The o r i g i n s  

o f  t h e  town c a n  be  v e r y  c l e a r l y  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  l a y o u t  w i t h  t h e  

c h u r c h  o c c u p y i n g  a c e n t r a i  p o s i t i o n  f l a n k e d  by t wo  r o a d s  a l o n g  

w h i c h  t h e  o l d e r  p l o t s  w e r e  r a n g e d .  By 1 8 4 4  t h e r e  w e r e  numer ous  

g a b l e d  h o u s e s  t h e r e ^ 1 9 ^. The l a t e r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  r e i n f o r c e d  

t h i s  s y m me t ry  by  b e i n g  p l a c e d  a b o v e  t h e  c h u r c h  r o u g h l y  on a x i s .

R o b e r t s o n

T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  town f o r m e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  an N. G.  C h u r c h ^ 2 0 - .

I t s  name h o n o u r s  D s . R o b e r t s o n ,  d o m i n e e  o f  n e a r l y  S w e l l e n d a m  when  

t h e  town was  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 5 3 .  S i t u a t e d  o e t w e e n  two s m a l l  r i v e r s ,  

w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  t h e  s l o o t s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  

s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  t own f o l l o w s  t i e  u b i q u i t o u s  g r i d  s y s t e m .

But  h e r e ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  a r e f i n e m e n t  was  i n t r o d u c e d  by  

s e t t i n g  t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t  on an a x i s  w i t h  t h e  b l o c k  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  

N. G.  C h u r c h ,  t h u s  e n s u r i n g  i t s  d o m i n a n c e  v i s u a l l y  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  

T h i s  l a y o u t  was  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  work o f  a s u r v e y o r  nameo  

H. van R e n e e n ^ 2 0 A ) .  3 0 0  e r v e n ,  some w a t e r  e r v e n  and some d r o e  

e r v e n ,  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t .

O u d t s h o o r n

The t own was o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  o u t  C. . o S S ' " 1 ^. I t  i s  s i t u a t e d  on  

a g e n t l e  s l o p e  t h a t  r i s e s  f rom t h e  G r o b b e l a a r s  R i v e r s  t o  some  

s m a l l  k o p j e s .  The o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t  i s  h a r d l y  e v i d e n t  t o d a y .

F a c e d  w i t h  a b e n d  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  s u r v e y o r  u s e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  

i d e a .  The  m a i n  a p p r o a c h  r o a d  f rom t h e  s o u t h  ( G e o r g e )  was  b r o u g h t  

i n  r o u g h l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c o n t o u r  l i n e .  T h i s  l e d  i n t o  a r e c t a n g u l a r  

m a r k e t  p l a c e .  From h e r e  two o t h e r  r o a d s  r a n  o u t  t o  c omp1 ' t e  a 

V - s h a p e .  A r o a d  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  r a n  p a r a l l e l  t o  

t h e  two s t r e e t s .

The m a i n  g r i d  o f  t h e  twon was s e t  o u t  on t h e  u p p e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  

m a r k e t  p l a c e  a nd  t h i s  i s  w h e r e  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  t o o k  p l a c e ,  t h e  High S t r e e t  b e c o m i n g  t h e  o n e  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  

w h a t  i s  now Van Rhee de  S t r e e t .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  I 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  

m a r k e t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s p a c e  n e x t  t o  t h e  N.G.  Ch u r c h .  Tne 

o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  o v e r  4 5 0  e r v e n  and e x t e n d e d  e v e r

I L L . 13
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1 7 0 .

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 m i l e s  ( 3 *  km).

po r t e r v i 1 1 e  j LL ’ q

T h i s  town was  named a f t e r  t h e  t h e n  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l , W i l l i a m  

P o r t e r ,  and was l a i d  o u t  i n  1 8 6 0 ' ^ a s  a s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e ,  

i h e  l a y o u t  was  t h e  work of  R . J .  K e r r  a nd i s  i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  g r i d  

p a t t e r n ,  t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h i c h  i s  s q u a r e s  o f  4 8 0 '  x 4 8 0 '  ( 1 4 4 m x l 4 4 m )  

b i s e c t e d  by 5 0 '  ( 15m)  r o a d s .  The p a t t e r n  i s  d i s t o r t e d  by t h e

o m i s s i o n  o f  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  g r i d  a r o u n d  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  f a r m s t e a d .  The u p p e r  a nd l o w e r  b l o c k s  a r e  a l s o  u n e q u a l .

The g r i d  i s  o r i e n t a t e d  on t h e  c a r d i n a l  p o i n t s .  The i n d i v i d u a l  

e r v e n  a r e  d o u b l e  s q u a r e s  o f  2 4 0 '  x 1 2 0 '  ( 72mx36m)  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  

t o  be  a common S i z e ,  a s  t h e  n e a r b y  v i l l a g e  j f  R i e o e c k  West  a l s o  

h ad e r v e n  o f  t h i s  s i z e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b l o c k s  of  4 8 0 '  x 4 8 0 '

( 1 4 4 m x l 1 4 m ) .  P u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  p r o v i d e o  f o r  by  t h e  g r a n t i n g  

o f  h a l f  a b l o c k  ( 4  e r v e n )  i n  t h e  v e n t r e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a 

m a r k e t  s o ' - a r e  and l o t s ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  two et  zen a p i e c e ,  f o r  an 

N. G.  C h u r c h ,  a p a s t o r i e  and p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  a l o n g  w h a t  was  p l a n n e d  

a s  t h e  mai n  s t r e e t .  T h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  an e r f  f o r  a 

s c h o o l .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0  e r v e n  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  

l a y o u t .  Wat er  was  s u p p l i e d  f r o m a s m a l l  s t r e a m  t h a t  r a n  a c r o s s  

t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .

B r e d a s d o r p  ILL. 16

The town was  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 3 8  and named a f t e r  M i c h i e l  van B r e d a , ILL.  17

a l a n d o w n e -  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ' ^ ' ' .  I h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  t r a c e  

i t s  o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t  d i a g r a m  b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  c e n t r e d ,  v e r y  

t y p i c a l l y ,  a r o u n d  a m a r k e t  p l a c e  w h i c h  i s  now v i r t u a l l y  b u i l t - u p .

The g r i d  was o f  l o n g  n a r r o w  b l o c k s , r u n n i n g  r o u g h l y  e a s t - w e s t ,  

w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p l o t s .  The c h u r c h ,  a l t h o u g h  on t h e  

s q u a r e ,  was o f f  c e n t r e  and t h u s  n o t  s o  f o r m a l l y  d o m i n a n t .  The  

l a t e r  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  g r i d  p r o c e e d e d  u n i f o r m l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  and 

n o r t h  b u t  was  i n t e r r u p t e d  on t h e  w e s t  by  t h e  s t r e a m  w h i c h  was t h e  

t o w n ' s  w a t e r  s u p p l y .  On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  a s  w e l l  t h e  g r i d  was  

n o t  a d v a n c e d ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  s l o p e  o f  t h e  l a n d  i s  s t e e p e r  

here.

Mont agi

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  town was  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  o u t  a s  a s i m p l e  l i n e a r  

v i l l a g e  w i t h  l a r g e  e r v e n  o:. b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  mai n r o a d ^ 1̂ .

ILL.  12  

ILL.  14
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P r e s u m a b l y  t h e s e  c o u l d  b e  i n  _ ^ c e d  f rom t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  r u ns  

p a r a i i t l  t o  t h e  r o a d  A b o v e ,  a r e  s m a l l e r  d r o e  e r v e n ,  o n e  o f  

w h i c h  i s  o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h i s  was  p l a c e d  on t h e  a x i s  

o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  g i v e  i t  d o m i n a n c e .  The

u p p e r  s t r e e t  h a s  s i n c e  be co me  t h e  m ai n  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r e e t ;  t h i s  

h a p p e n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  < i o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

I
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C H A P T E R  S I X .  C H U R C H E S .

•THE REVIVAL IH  TH IS COVHTRY OF A TASTE FOR MEDIEVAL ARCHITECTURE 

ADD THE RE-APPLICATION OF THOSE PRINCIPLES WHICH REGULATE IT S  

DESIGN, REPRESENT ONE OS THE '10ST  INTERESTING AND REMARKABLE 

PHASES IN  THE HISTORY OF A R T , ( I ) .

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

As e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  w o r l d  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  Cape i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  bound  

up w i t h  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  m o v e m e n t .  T h a t  i s  n o t  t o  s a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  c h u r c h e s  i n  o t h e r  s t y l e s  w e r e  n o t  b u i l t .  T h e r e  a r e  many 

e x a m p l e s :  t h e  W e s l e y a n  Church a t  S i m o n s t o w n  d a t i n g  f r o m  1828,

was b a s i c a l l y  c l a s s i c a l l y  f l a v o u r e d ,  s h e d  w i t h  a s t r a n g e  o g e e  

s h a p e d  s p i r e .  I t  h as  now b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d .  A l s o  a t  

S i m o n s t o w n  i s  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  S t .  F r a n c e s ' 2,1, b u i l t  i n  t h e  y e a r s  

1834-1844 t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  J o hn  S k i r r o w  a nd now e x t e n s i v e l y  

a l t e r e d  and G o t h i z e d .  T h i s  was  o r i g i n a l l y  a c h a s t e , N e o - G r e e k  

T e m p l e .  The  N.G.  Chur ch a t  W e l l i n g t o n ,  d a t i n g  f r o m 1840,  was i n  

t h e  N e o - C l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  w i t h  a s u p e r i m p o s e d  t e m p l e  f r o n t  o f  

p i l a s t e r s  and p e d i m e n t ' 2 ^. The w i n d o w s  w e r e  r ou nd  h e a d e d  w i t h  

no G o t h i c  t r a c e r y .  The N.G.  Church a t  G e o r g e  (183 9-1 85 0)  w i t h  

i t s  i n c o n g r u o u s  a d d i t i o n  o f  a p o r t i c o  a nd N e o - C l a s s i c a l  s t e e p l e  t o  

an o r d i n a r y  T - p l a n  c h u r c h ,  v i r t u a l l y  m ar ks  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  

s t y l e  i n  c h u r c h  d e s i g n ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  N.G.  Chur ch a t  B r e d a s d o r p  

(1842)  mar ks  t h e  end o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c u r v i l i n e a r  c a b l e  i n  t h e  

c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e .  An i s o l a t e d  c a s e  o f  t h e  

u s e  o f  a n o n - G o t h i c  s t y l e  i s  t h e  1 I t a l i a n a t e 1 W e s l e y a n  Chapel  b u i l t  

a t  Wynberg i n  1850.  H e r e ,  M c D ou g ai l  was  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  The  

d e s i g n e r s  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  unknown.

From t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ' s ,  G o t h i c  r a p i d l y  b e c a me  t h e  o n l y  s t y l e  f o r  

new c h u r c h e s  b u t ,  as  w i l l  be  shown l a t e r .  G o t h i c  r e m a i n e d  a l m o s t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  a ch ur c h  . . t y l e ,  n e v e r  a t t a i n i n g  a n y  r e a l  im p o r ta n ce  

i n  p u b l i c  o r  d o m e s t i c  b u i l d i n g s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e n , a b r i e f  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  m ov e me nt  i s  a p p r o o r i a t e  

h e r e .

Modern h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  two s t r e a m s  o f  t n e  G o t h i c  

R e v i v a l  m o v e m e n t T h e  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  S u r v i v a l ,



■ e  
m m #

c o n t e m p o r a r y  E n g . i s h  g a r d e n  d e s i g n ,  h e l p e d  t o  make  f t  f a s h i o n a b l e  

b e g a n .  Many o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  u s e d  i n  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  t h e

P i c t u r e s q u e  b u i l d i n g  was  t h e  c a s t l e ,  w i t h  I t s  e v o c a t i v e  f o r m .  T h i s  

°  6  ° vh1c  - a s t l e  'Tovement b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 7 8 0 - 1 8 2 0 .

e  m ove me nt  wa^ c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  P a l l a d i a n

1 7 5 .
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p l a n n i n g  n a r r i e d  t o  a s i m p l e ,  m a s s e d  s i l h o u e t t e ,  w n i c h  g a v e  an  

i n s t a n t ,  n a i v e  m e d i e v a l i s m  t o  a h o u s e .  T h i s  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  

m i x e d  G o t h i c  o f  James  W y a t t .  T h i s  ' e x p l o i t e d  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  G o t h i c  f o r m s  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e '

The  c u l t  o f  a r c h a e o l o g y  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and  

r e c e i v e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  i m p u l s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h u r c n  r e s t o r a t i o n s  o f  

W y a t t ,  when i t  was r e a l i s e d  t h a t  much harm was  b e i n g  d o n e  by c a r e ­

l e s s  and i g n o r a n t  w or k .  The r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  ‘ r e s t o r a t i o n s '  

s h o w e d  how l i t t l e  r e a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  G o t h i c  t h e r e  w a s .  S e r i o u s  

a t t e m p t s  w e r e  made by p e o p l e  s u c h  a s  C a r t e r ,  B r i t t o n  a nd P u g i n  S n r .  

t o  s t u d y  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  G o t h i c  a r c h a e o l o g y  b e c a m e  s o  

f a s h i o n a b l e  a s  t o  be co me  a c r a z e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  

was  o n l y  o n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  J a me s  E s s e x ,  who had made a 

s t u d y  o f  G o t h i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  R i c k m a n ,  i n  a b ook  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

1 8 1 9  c a l l e d  'An a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  t h e  s t y l e s  o f  E n g l i s h  

a r c h i t e c t u r e 1 was  t h e  f i r s t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  now a c c e p t e d  

d i v i s i o n s  o f  E n g l i s h  G o t h i c  i n t o  ' E a r l y  E n g l i s h 1 , ' D e c o r a t e d ' a n d  

P e r p e n d i c u l a r . '  Ke a l s o  g a v e  a n o m e n c l a t u r e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  

o f  a c h u r c h .

The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  W a v e r l e y  n o v e l s  o f  S i r  w. S c o t t  e n c o u r a g e d  

a n a t i o n a l  t a s t e  f o r  m e d i e v a l  a " c h i t e c t u r e ,  b r o a d e n i n g  i t s  p o p u l a r ­

i t y  b e y o n d  a s t y l e  u n t i l  t h e n  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  u s e d  f o r  n o b l e m e n ' s  

m a n s i o n s .

In 1 8 1 8 ,  by  an a c t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a m i l l i o n  p ou n ds  w a s  s e t  a s i d e  

f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  new c h u r c h e s T h e s e  w e r e  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  

t o w n s  w h e r e ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  

e n o u g h  c h u r c h e s .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  c h u r c h e s  was  s e e n  a s  a p o t e n t i a l  

d a n g e r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The c h u r c h  c o m m i s s i o n  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  a c t  

b u i l t  96 c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  

w e r e  i n  a s t y l e  ' m o s t l y  G o t h i c  w h i c h ,  i f  e l a b o r a t e ,  w as  a r c h a e o l ­

o g i c a l  l y  f a r  f r om  an a c c u r a t e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  and i f  p l a i n ,  G o t h i c  

h a r d l y  mo r e  t h a n  i n  p o i n t e d  w i n d o w s ' ^ ' 0 ' .  In 1 8 2 4 ,  a n o t h e r  h a l f  

a m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  was v o t e d  w h i c h  was u s e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  a n o t h e r  4 5 0  c h u r c h e s .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  be c am e known 

a s  ' c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  c h u r c h e s ' . a t e r m  t o  b e  u s e d  by l a t e r  r e v i v a l -

I L L . 2 5
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i s t s  a s  a b u s e .  - m .  » U e  u , , e  b u i i t  a .
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t h e  u s e  o f  u n p l a s t e r e d  s t o n e ,  a f e a t u r e  w h i c h  p l a c e s  i t  w i t h  much 

l a t e r  w o r k .

Two new c h u r c h e s ,  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s ,  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  a s c e n d a n c y  

o f  t h e  G o t h i c  mo ve me nt .  The f i r s t  was  S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  

d e s i g n e d  by t h e  S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l ,  Maj or  M i c h e l l . I t  was  b u i l t  i n  

1 8 3 4 .  The c h u r c h  was  a s i m p l e  r e c t a n g l e  w i t h  a s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  

t h a t c h  r o o f  and b a t t l e m e n t e d  g a b l e  s u r m o u n t e d  by a b e l l  t u r r e t  and  

s p i r e .  I t  was  r e g a r d e d  a s  a m c s t  f a s h i o n a b l e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  

t i m e ^ 2 0 ^. S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Wyn b er g ,  was  f i r s t  b u i l t  i n  1 8 3 2 ,  t o  t h e  

d e s i g n  o f  S k i r r o w  and was  e n t i r e l y  a G o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e ^ 21 \  The  

c h u r c h  c o l l a p s e d  i n  1 8 3 4  b e c a u s e  o f  f o u n d a t i o n  t r o u b l e s .  In 18 3 5  

a new b u i l d i n g  was  w i s e l y  s t a r t e d  on a n o t h e r  s i t e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  was  a g a i n  t o  S k i r r o w ' s  d e s i g n  b u t  t h i s  

t i m e  i t  w as  a v i r t u a l  c o p y  o f  t h e  c h a p e l  a t  S u d e l e y ,  G l o u c e s t e r ­

s h i r e .  O r i g i n a l l y  o n l y  t h e  n a v e  was  b u i l t ,  t h e  w i n g s  b e i n g  a d d e d  

i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  P e r p e n d i c u l a r  was  t h e  s u b ­

s t y l e  o f  G o t h i c  c h o s e n ,  t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  s t y l e  

f o r  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  R e v i v a l .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t h a t  i t  

had a n  o p e n  t i m b e r  r o o f .  F or  a number o f  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  

c r e a t i o n ,  i t  was r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  mode l  P a r i s h  c h u r c h  ^2 2 ' .

The r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  G r o o t e  Kerk d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 3 5 - 1 8 4 1 ,  

g a v e  S c h u t t e ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  c h u r c h ,  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  some m o d e s t  G o t h i c  t o u c h e s ,  c h i e f l y  

t h e  p o i n t e d  w i n d o w s ,  i n t o  w h a t  was  b a s i c a l l y  a c l a s s i c a l  d e s i g n .  

T h i s  s t r a n g e  amalgam o f  C l a s s i c  a nd  G o t h i c  e l e m e n t s  g a v e  b i r t h  

t o  a s t y l e  now known a s  ' Ca pe  G o t n i c ' ,  t h e  c h i e f  i d e n t i f y i n g  

e l e m e n t s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  p e d i m e n t e d  g a b l e s  w i t h  s t e p s  and p i n n a c l e s  

a s  w e l l  a s  p o i n t e d  w i nd o w s  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  w o o d e n  G o t h i c  t r a c e r y .  

The N i e w e  K er k ,  i n  Be rg  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 3 3 - 1 8 4 6 ,  i s  

a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  s u b - s t y l e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  had a s t r o n g e r  

G o t h i c  f e e l  t h a n  t h e  G r o o t e  Kerk w i t n  i t s  c r o c k e t t e d  p i n n a c l e s  

and o g e e  a r c h  t o  t h e  d o o r w a y  s u r r o u n d s .  I t  i s  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

S c h u t t e 1' 2 3 ^.

F u r t h e r  a f i e l d ,  t h e  R i v e r s d a l e  N . G . C h u r c h  ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 8 4 5 ^ ' )  by 

J o s  B a r r y  ( h i s  i n i t i a l s  c an  b e  s e e n  on t h e  g a b l e ) ,  was a g a i n  an  

i n c o n g r u o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m o t i f s , some c l e a r l y  C l a s s i c a l  s u c h  a s  

t h e  u r n s  a na  s w a g s ,  some c l e a r l y  G o t h i c  s u c h  a s  t h e  b a t t l e m e n t s



■

and s o me  c l e a r l y  a c o m p r o m i s e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  p i n n a c l e s .  t h e s e  a r e  

g r a f t e d  on t o  t h e  g a b l e  o f  a f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  T - p l a n  c h u r c h .  I t  i s  

n o t  w i t h o u t  a c e r t a i n  b i z a r r e  charm and c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  the.  

c o n f u s e d  s t a t e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  b a c k w a t e r s  o f  t h e  

C o l o n y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  ' Cape  G o t h i c '  l a s t e d  i n t o  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  t h e  

c h u r c h e s  a t  R o b e r t s o n  ( 1 8 5 3 - 1 8 5 6 )  and Mai g a s  ( 1 8 5 6 )  b e i n g  a m o n g s t  

t h e  l a s t  b u i l t .

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  ' C a p e  G o t h i c '  t h e r e  a r o s e  a l e s s - c o n f u s e d  and more  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  G o t h i c  s t y l e  w h i c h  w as  c h i e f l y  u s e d  i n  t h e  N.G.  

c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  and 1 8 4 0 ' s .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  

b u i l d i n g s  a r e  r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n s  w i t h  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s ,  

p i n n a c l e d  g a b l e s ,  c o r n e r  b u t t r e s s e s  a g a i n  w i t h  p i n n a c l e s ,  and  

s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  m o r e  b u t t r e s s e s  down t h e  s i d e .  T h e r e  w e r e  

p o i n t e d  d o o r s  a n d  a l s o  w i nd o w s  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  wo od e n t r a c e r y .

O f t e n  t h e r e  w e r e  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  b e l l  t o w e r s .  M o s t  o* t h e s e  

c h u r c h e s  had w i n g s  ad d ed  l a t e r  t o  c o n v e r t  them i n t o  T - p l a n s .  Few 

s u r v i v e  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t .

A r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  p u r e r  G o t h i c  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m o s t l y  

b u i l t  and p r e s u m a b l y  d e s i g n e d  by i m m i g r a n t  B r i t i s h  t r a d e s m e n  , 

who w o u l d  h a v e  had a c l e a r e r  i d e a  o f  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  s t y l e .  

T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  c o n s p i c u o u s  f o r  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  o r n a m e n t .  They  

w e r e  a l s o  c a r r i e d  i n  p l a s t e r e d  b r i c k w o r k .  T y p i c a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  

t h e s e  a r e  T u l b a g h  ' e x i s t i n g  1 8 3 7 ) ;  F r a n s c h h o e k ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  

1 8 4 7 ,  o r i g i n a l l y  w i t h o u t  w i n g s ;  and S i m o n s t o w n  ( 1 3 5 6 )  -  a l l  N.G.  

c h u r c h e s .  A m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  v e r s i o n  was  t h e  N . G . C h u r c h  a t  

W o r c e s t e r  ( 1 8 3 2 )  w h i c h ,  b e s i d e s  h a v i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c r o s s  p l a n ,

o o a s t e d  o f  a t o w e r  and s p i r e .

In 1 8 4 0 ,  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  c o m mu n i t y  i n  Cape Town e n g a g e d  on t h e  

a m b i t i o u s  p r o j e c t  o f  r e p l a c i n g  t h e i r  r u i n o u -  c h a p e l  w i t h  a much 

mo r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  F or  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e y  s e l e c t e d  a new 

s i t e  o n  S t a l  P l e i n .  The  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  w e r e  p r o c u r e d  

f r o m  H a g e r  a n d  S p a r m a n n ^ ) .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  a much l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g  

w i t h  c u r i o u s  s p l a y e d  t o w e r s  was e n v i s a g e d 1" " ,  b u t  w e l l - r o u n d e d  

d o u b t s  a s  t o  c o s t s  c a u s e d  a s m a l l e r  a nd  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  b u i l d i n g  

t o  be  e r e c t e d .  The b u i l d i n g ,  S t .  M a r y s ,  a s  i t  now s t a n d s ,  and 

i g n o r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  t o w e r h a s  a h i g h  n a v e  w i t h  c l e a r s t o r e y  

G o t h i c  w i n d o w s ,  a b o v e  l o w e r  s i d e  a i s l e s  and c h e v e t .  i h e  form
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and p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  s o m e wh a t  awkward w h i l s t  t h e  

d e t a i l i n g  d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  o f  much f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  s t y l e .  Had 

t h e  b u t t r e s s e s  b e e n  c o n t i n u e d  up i n t o  p i n n a c l e s  a s  was  i n t e n d e d

o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  w o u l d  be  more  i m p r e s s i v e .  The
. . ( 2 9 )

b u i l d i n g  was  d i s m i s s e d  a s  ' w o u l d - b e  G o t h i c 1 by  S o p h y  Gray

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r 1/  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  two c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  w h i c h  s ho w t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  c h u r c h e s  v e r y  c l e a r l y .  The e a r l i e r  

o f  t h e  two i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h u r c h  o n  Robben I s l a n d  c o m p l e t e d  i n  

1841 t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  C o l .  B e l l , t h e n  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ^ 3 0  

T h i s  c h u r c h  h a s  a s i m p l e  t h r e e  b ay  n a v e  w i t h  a s h a l l o w  c h a n c e l .

I t  i s  e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  a s q u a r e ,  d i a g o n a l l y  b u t t r e s s e d  t o w e r .  The  

r o o f  i s  a t  a l o w  p i t c h  a l t h o u g h  some a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  made t o  

' G o t h i c i s e '  t h e  o p e n  r o o f  b y  a d d i n g  k n e e  b r a c e s  s u p p o r t e d  on  

c o r b e l  s t o n e s  t o  t h e  k i n g  p o s t  t r u s s e s .  C u r i o u s l y  e n o u g h  t h e r e  

i s  n o t  a p o i n t e d  a r c h  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  o m i s s i o n  was  p r o b a b l y  

du e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s k i l l  o f  t h e  c o n v i c t s  wh o ,  u n d e r  C a p t . W o . f f ,  

b u i l t  t h e  c h u r c h .  I t  d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t i l l  r e m a i n  u n d e n i a b l y  

G o t h i c .

H o ly  T r i n i t y ,  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  i s  a l a r g e r  and more  s o p h i s t i ­

c a t e d  c h u r c h  t h a n  t h e  o n e  on Robben I s l a n d .  I t  was  b u i l t  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r s  1 8 4 3 - 1 8 4 6  a s  a p a r i s h  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  n e w l y - d e v e l o p i n g  

d i s t r i c t  b e h i n d  t h e  C a s t l e .  I n t e r n a l l y  h o w e v e r ,  i t  was  a p l a i n  

r e c t a n g u l a r  p r e a c h i n g  b o x  w i t h  a f l a t  c e i l i n g .  B o th  t h e  g a l l e r y  

and t h e  mo r e  ' c o r r e c t '  c h a n c e l  w e r e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .  The  e x t e r n a l  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  b o t h  c h u r c h e s  was  P e r p e n d i c u l a r  i n  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  t h e  

f o r m e r  b e i n g  more  c r u d e  w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r , w i t h  i t s  be !  1 - c o t e ,  ha s  

a l e s s  a m a t e u r i s h  f e e l  a b o u t  i t .  I t s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  

e l s e w h e r e .

In 1 8 4 7 ,  work was  s t a r t e d  on t h e  F r e e  S c o t t i s h  C hur ch  i n  

G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e .  T h i s  c h u r c h  was  b u i l t  by  a b r e a k - a w a y  s e c t  

o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church f o r m e d  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 4 3  D i s r u p t i o n  i n  

S c o t l a n d .  I t  was s t i l l  u n f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 0 ^ ' ,  and t h e r e  i s  some  

d o u b t  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  i t  was  e v e r  u s e d  a s  a c h u r c h .  In t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  

i t  was  u s e d  a s  a s t o r e ,  a nd  was  e v e n t u a l l y  b u r n t  down and d e m o l ­

i s h e d  i n  1 8 7 4  when t h e  p r e s e n t  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  was  b u i l t  on t h e  

s i t e .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  t o o k  t h e  f or m o f  t r i p l e  a i s l e s  o f  e q u a l  

h e i g h t  and w i d t h  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  e n t r y  u n d e r  a p i n n a c l e d  and

ILL.  37

ILL.  36

ILL.  38



b u t t r e s s e d  t o w e r .  S t y l i s t i c  s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  l a t e r  S t .

M a r t i n i ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  o r i e l  w i n d o w ,  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e

a r c h i t e c t  was  P e n k e t h .  T h i s  was  t h e  l a s t  P e r p e n d i c u l a r  s t y l e

c h u r c h  t o  be  b u i l t  i n  Cape Town.  From h e n c e f o r t h  t h e r e  was  a

s u d d e n  s h i f t  t o  t h e  D e c o r a t e d  and E a r l y  E n g l i s h  s t y l e s  t h e n  
/ 3 0  \

p o p u l a r  i n  B r i t a i n ^  The r e a s o n  f o r  t n i s  w i l l  b e c o me  o b v i o u s

l a t e r  b u t  a f u r t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  R e v i v a l  i n  

E n g l a n d  i s  n e c e s s a r y .

A u g u s t u s  Wei by P u g i n  was  t h e  o n l y  s o n  o f  A. C.  P u g i n ,  an e m i g r e  

who a c h i e v e d  a c e r t a i n  a mount  o f  fame a s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

i l l u s t r a t o r .  A u g u s t u s  was  n e v e r  f o r m a l l y  t r a i n e d  a s  an a r c h i t e c t  

b u t  had b e e n  a t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s c h o o l  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i l l u s t r a t o r s ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  f i n i s h i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  book ' E x a m p l e s  o f  G o t h i c  

A r c h i t e c t u r e '  l e f t  him by h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 3 2 ( 3 3 ^. He be ca me  

i mbued w i t h  a l o v e  o f  G o t h i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h i s  

r e a s o n  b e c a m e  a c o n v e r t  t o  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  1 8 3 4 .  In 1 8 3 6 ,  

h i s  b o o k ' C o n t r a s t s '  was  p u b l i s h e d .  T h i s  book wa s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

a s t i n g i n g  a t t a c k  o f  t h e  t h e n  s t a t e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and a p a e a n  

o f  p r a i s e  f o r  G o t h i c .  The book b r o u g h t  him i n s t a n t  f a m e.  I t  was

d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  he  w o r ke d  f o r  B a r r y  on t h e  H o u s e s  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t ,  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  d e t a i l s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  

t h e  c o r r e c t  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  From 1 8 3 6  u n t i l  n i s  

d e a t h  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  he  had a l a r g e  an d i n f l u e n t i a l  p r a c t i c e .  A f t e r  

' C o n t r a s t s ' ,  he  p u b l i s h e d  t h r e e  more  b o o k s ,  ' The  T r ue  P r i n c i p l e s  

o f  P o i n t e d  or  C h r i s t i a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e '  ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  'An A p o l o g y  f o r  t h e  

R e v i v a l  o f  C h r i s t i a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e '  and ' The  P r e s e n t  S t a g e  o f  

E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  E n g l a n d '  ( b o t h  1 8 4 3 ) .

A l l  t h e s e  b o o k s ,  as  t h e i r  t i t l e s  i m p l y ,  a r e  p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  t h e

u s e  o f  G o t h i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  In them P u g i n  a r g u e s  t h a t  G o t h i c

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  C h r i s t i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a nd  a s  s u c h  i s  t h e  o n l y

t r u e  a r c n i t e c t u r e .  He a l s o  was  t h e  f i r s t  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e

n o t i o n  t h a t  go od  b u i l d i n g  d e p e n d e d  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y

and t h e  c o n v i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  From h e r e ,  i t  was  a s h o r t

s t e p  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a work o f  a r t  m u s t  be  j u d g e d

by t h e  m o r a l  w o r t h  o f  i t s  c r e a t o r  a nd f i n a l l y  t h a t  a b u i l d i n g  h a s

a moral  v a l u e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a nd more  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  i t s  a e s t h e t i c  
( 3 4 )

v a l u e '  On a more  p r a c t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  b oo k s  s e t  o u t  t h e



a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  by w h i c h  G o t h i c  b u i l d i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n ­

s t r u c t e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  ' T r u e  P r i n c i p l e s '  t h e  two g u i d i n g  

p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  no f e a t u r e s  a b o u t  

a b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o r  p r o p r i e t y  and t h a t  o r n a m e n t  s h o u l d  c o n s i s t  o f  e n r i c h m e n t  o f  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

From h e r e  o n ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b oo k i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

i n  d e t a i l  w h a t  i s  ' c o r r e c t '  and n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  w oo den  

g r o i n i n g  i s  c o n d e m n e d ^ 3 4 A ^. The f o l l o w i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  made  

a b o u t  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e :  T h e r e  s h o u l d  be  a c h a n c e l  an d  a n a v e ,

a l s o  a t o w e r  f o r  b e l l s ;  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  no g a l l e r i e s ;  t h e r e  m u s t  

be a f o n t ;  t h e  p u l p i t  s h o u l d  b e  t o  o n e  s i d e ;  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a 

c h a n c e 1 s c r e e n ;  t h e  a l t a r  m u s t  be  o f  s t o n e ;  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a 

s e d i l a  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  s a c r e d  s y m b o l s  and i m a g e r y  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s t a i n e d  g l a s s .

I t  was  P u g i n  w, '0  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s e c o n d  o r  M i d d l e  P o i n t e d  S t y l e ,  

a s  i t  was  c a l l e d ,  a s  t h e  u n q u e s t i o n e d  f a v o u r i t e  i n  t h e  d e c a d e  

f o l l o w i n g  1 8 4 0 .  As P e v s n e r  h a s  o b s e r v e d ^ 3 5 , , t h i s  s t y l e  h a s  t h e  

s t r o n g e r  r e l i e f  and t h e  l a r g e r ,  b o l d e r ,  m o t i f s  w h i c h  s u i t e d  High  

V i c t o r i a n  t a s t e .  P u g i n ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  

Movement  t h r o u g h  h i s  w r i t i n g s  a nd h i s  wo r k was  i mm en se  and i n  

f a c t  t h e  l a b e l  ' P u g i n e s q u e '  i s  o f t e n  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  

h i s  f o l l o w e r s .

In 1 8 3 9 ,  t h e  C a mb r id ge  Camden S o c i e t y  was  f o r m e d  w i t h  a t h r e e ­

f o l d  p u r p o s e :  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  much o f  t h e  C a t h o  i c  r i t u a l  i n t o  t h e

A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h ,  t o  s e e  t h a t  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  d e c e n t l y  k e p t  and  

r e s t o r e d ,  a nd l a s t l y ,  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  t h e  s t y l e  i n  w h i c h  new c h u r c h e s  

w e r e  b u i l t .  T h i s  S o c i e t y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s i m i l a r  s o c i e t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  

t h e  o n e  f o u n d e d  a t  O x f o r d  i n  t h e  same  y e a r ,  w e r e  t o  w i e l d  c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e ,  i f  n o t  d i c t a t o r i a l , p ow e r s  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  d e c a d e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

Thr oug h t h e  medium o f  i t s  p e r i o d i c a l ,  ' T he  E c c l e s i o l o g i s t 1 , f i r s t  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 4 1 ,  and s u c h  p a m p h l e t s  a s  'A f e w  wo r d s  t o  Church  

Wa r de ns '  ( 1 8 3 9 )  and 'A f e w  wo r ds  t o  c h u r c h  b u i l d e r s '  ( 1 3 4 1 ) ,  t h e y  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  new c h u r c h e s  i l l  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

e l e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r e d  r i t u a l .  An e x a m p l e  was  t h e  

l o n g  c h a n c e l  w h i c h  was  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s u r p l i c e d  c h o i r s  . They
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w e r e  a g a i n s t  g a l l e r i e s ,  o r g a n s  and pews  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  w e r e  mo de rn  

i n n o v a t i o n s  and a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t n a t  e v e r y t n i n g  i n  a c h u r c h  o u g n t  

t o  b e  1 a f t e r  some a p p r o v e d  a n c i e n t  m o d e l ' .

Tne E c c l e s i  . l e g i s t s ,  e c h o i n g  P u g i n ,  i n s i s t e d  on e x c l u s i v e n e s s ,  

t h a t  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t s  s h o u l d  b u i l d  c h u r c h e s  o n l y  and t h a t  o n l y  

g o o d  men c o u l d  be  g o o d  a r c h i t e c t s .  T h e r e  was  a , s o  an i n s i s t e n c e  

on ' r e a l i t y ' ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  m a t e r i a l s  J/  .

In p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  a e s t h e t i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  was  

t h a t  o f  t h e  P i c t u r e s q u e ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o m p l e x i t y  

o f  a r r a n g e m e n t .  In c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  two  

u n i t s ,  t h e  n a v e  and c h a n c e l , w e r e  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  a nd  t h a t  

t h e r e  was  a p o r c h  on t h e  s o u t h  b u t  n o t  t o o  f a r  w e s t .  As w e l l  a s  

t h i s , on s m a l l  c h u r c h e s  t h e r e  was  a b e l l - c o t e  and or, l a r g e r  o n e s  

a t o w e r ,  s y m m e t r i c a l l y  p l a c e d .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was  an 

a s y m m e t r i c a l  a r r a y  o f  f i t t i n g s  o v e r  w h i c h  t h e  w in d o w s  s h e d  a s o m b r .  

and s u b d u e d  l i g h t .

At  t h i s  t i m e  t o o ,  t h e  u s e  o f  ' c o r r e c t '  CaOthic was  e x t e n d e d  t o  

s c h o o l s  and p a r s o n a g e s ,  u s u a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  p r o x i m i t y  

t o  t h e  c n u r c h  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  u s e  c l a i m e d  

by t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t .

A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  v o c i f e r o u s ,  h i g h  c h u r c h  g r o u p ,  w e r e  a number  

o f  ' a p p r o v e d '  a r c h i t e c t s  s u c h  a ,  3 1 a v i n ,  S c o t t ,  F e r r y ,  S t r e e u ,  

C a r p e n t e r ,  W h i t e ,  Woodyer  and B u t t e r f i e l d ^ 3 8 ' ,  whose  work was  

g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  and p r a i s e d  i n  t h e  r e v i e w s  o f  t h e  

' E c c l e s i o l o g i s t s ' . The work o f  t h i s  g r o u p  i n  a l l  i t s  d i v e r s i t y  

and d e v e l o p m e n t s  was  t o  d o m i n a t e  H ig h V i c t o r i a n  c h u r c n  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The h i g h  p o i n t  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l  was  t h e  

1 8 6 0 ' s w i t h  i t s  s u b s t a n t i a l  u s e  i n  p u b l i c  ana c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  

A f t t ,  t h i s  i t  waned b u t  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  ' t h e 1 s t y l e  i n  c h u r c h  

d e s i g n ,  a l t h o u g h  more  d i f f u s e d  a nd n o t  s o  r i g i d .

The G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  a t  t h e  Cape a f t e r  1 8 4 8 :

In l a t e  1 8 4 7 ,  t h e  f i r s t  B i s h o p  o f  Cape Town,  R o b e r t  G r a y ,  a r r i v e d  

i n  h i s  S e e .  The t w e n t y f i v e  y e a r s  o f  h i s  e p i s c o p a t e  w e r e  ma rke d  

by h i s  v i g o r o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  o r g a n i s e  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Churcn i n  

S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  and t o  p u t  i t  upon a s o u n d  b a s i s .  A l a r g e  p a r t
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o f  t h i s  work was  d o n e  by a s e r i e s  o f  v i s i t a t i o n s ,  u s u a l l y  v e r y  

g r u e l l i n g ,  and o f t e n  e x t r e m e l y  l o n g .  The v i s i t a t i o n  o f  1 8 5 0 ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o o k  him t h r o u g h  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  t o  N a t a l  v i a  t h e  

O r a r g e  F r e e  S t a t e  and b a c k  a g a i n I n  a l l  a b o u t  2 , 5 0 0  m i l e s  

( 4 , 0 0 0  km. )  e i t h e r  on h o r s e b a c k  o r  by  c a r t .  The  mai n  o b j e c t  o f  

t h e s e  v i s i t a t i o n s  was  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  t h o s e  

l o c a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t  A n g l i c a n s  t o  f or m a P a r i s h .  

T h i s  m e a n t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  w h a t  was  t h e n  a l a r g e  number o f  new 

c h u r c h e s .  In t h i s  he was  a s s i s t e d  b y  h i s  w i f e ,  S o p h y ,  who o f t e n  

a c c o m p a n i e d  him on h i s  v i s i t a t i o n s ^ 4 0 ^. As up wa r ds  o f  t h i r t y -  

f i v e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  ' i t h  h e r  i n  some w a y ^  ^ , i t  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  h e r  r o l e  

i n  t h e  d e s i g n  an d c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d r a w i n g s  by h e r  s u r v i v e ,  t h a t  i s ,  

w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  an u n s i g n e d ,  r o u g h  s k e t c h  o f  a 

c o t t a g e  f o u n d  a m o n g s t  h e r  s k e t c h e s .  T h i s  d r a w i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  

b e a r s  a r e m a r k a b l e  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o t t a g e  o p p o s i t e  

t h e  c h u r c h  a t  S c h o o n b e r g .  No c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  

be a d v a n c e d  f o r  h e r  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  c h u r c h .  H o w e v e r ,  

a l t h o u g h  none  o f  h e r  d r a w i n g s  s u r v i v e ,  t h e r e  a r e  no o t h e r  d r a w i n g s  

o f  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  e i t h e r .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  many r e f e r e n c e s  

t o  ' M r s .  G r a y ' s  P l a n s '  i n  t h e  D i o c e s a n  L e t t e r b o o k s  and i n  c o n t e m ­

p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r s  and j o u r n a l s .  As w e l l  a s  t h i s  s h e  w a s  commonl y  

a c c e p t e d  a s  an a u t h o r i t y  on  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  

a r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h ,  w i t h  c e r t a i n  e x c e p t i o n s ,  e x h i b i t  a 

common a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a r e n t a g e .

I f  we  e x a m i n e  h e r  b a c k g r o u n d  we w i l l  s e e  t h a t  s h e  p o s s e s s e d  a 

number  o f  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  f i t  h e r  t o  be  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e s e  

c h u r c h e s .  S h e  was  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  known t o  be  a v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  and  

r e s o l u t e  woman,  v e r y  much t h e  power  b e h i n d  t h e  t h r o n e .  N e x t ,  f o r  

a number  o f  y e a r s  w h i l e  s t i l l  i n  E n g l a n d ,  s h e  had b e e n  a n  a v i d  

r e c o r d e r  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s .  Her s u r v i v i n g  n o t e  b o o k s  

d e m o n s t r a t e  an a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  G o t h i c  d e t a i l .  Sh e  had a l s o  

i n t e r e s t e d  h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  E c c l e s i o l o g i s t s  a nd had 

a c q u i r e d  a number o f  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  h a n d b o o k s  s u c h  a s  B l oxham s 

' P r i n c i p l e s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e '  L a s t l y ,  on t h e  a p p o i n t ­

m e n t  o f  h e r  h v s o a n d  t o  h i s  B i s h o p r i c ,  s h e  i s  known t o  h a v e



a c o u i r e d  a numoer o f  c h u r c h  d e s i g n s  f ro m v a r i o u s  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  

E n g l a n d ^ 4 3 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s h e  had b o t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  and s k i l l  t o  

e s i g n  1 c o r r e c t 1 c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  s i m p l e  s o r t  

t h a t  t h e  b u l k  o f  h e r  b u i l d i n g s  a r e .

I t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t e c h n i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  s h e  was  

l i m i t e d ,  a s  no woman o f  h e r  t i m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  h e r  g e n t r y  

b a c k g r o u n d , w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  more  t h a n  a s m a t t e r i n g  

c f  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h e o r y .  T h i s  i s  c o n f i r m e d  by  he  f a c t  

t h a t  i n  a t  l e a s t  two c a s e s ,  wot k i n g  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  d o n e  by o t h e r s  

who had mor e  p r a c t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ( 4 4 ) . Where d r a w i n g s  w e r e  p r o ­

v i d e d  by Sop hy  Gray  h e r s e l f ,  i t  was  m o s t  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  

mo r e  i n  t h e  way o f  d e s i g n  d r a w i n g s  w i t h  a minimum o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  P r e s u m a b l y  t h e  l o c a l  workmen who u n d e r t o o k  t h e  work  

c o u l d  b e  r e l i e d  upon t o  wo r k o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a s  

t h e s e  w o u l d  n o t  r e a l l y  be  b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c e ,  f o r  t h e s e  w e r e  

s i m p l e  b u i l d i n g s .  T h a t  t h i s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  h e r  p r a c t i c e  i s  

c o n f i r m e d  on w h a t  m u s t  be  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  t r a c i n g  o f  h e r  

d r a w i n g s ' 4 5 ) .  I t  i s  o f  h e r  C o l e s b u r g  C h u r c h ,  t h e  c o p y  b e i n g  

made by t h e  r e c t o r , t h e  R e v .  O r p en .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  c o p y  i s  n o t

w e l l  d r a w n ,  i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  

v e r y  v a g u e  i n  d e t a i l .

As t h e r e  a r e  no m a j o r  c h a n g e s  o r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  h e r  c h u r c h e s  o v e r  

t h e  t w e n t y t v o  y e a r s  t h a t  s h e  was  a c t i v e ,  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  c o n s i d e r  

h e r  wo rk  a s  a w h o l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  B o t h  o f  t h e  Gr ay s  

w e r e  v e r y  h i g h  c h u r c h  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  

E c c l e s i o l o g i s t s ,  t h e n  a t  t h e i r  m o s t  p o w e r f u l , w o u l d  and d i d  h a v e  

a s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

Bi hop G r a y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s p o k e  q u i t e  d e f i n i t e l y  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  c e r t a i n  ' l a w s ’ o f  c h u r c h  d e s i g n M 6 ) . E x a m i n i n g  So p hy  G r a y ' s  

w o r k s  t h e n ,  i t  i s  m o s t l y  a m a t t e r  o f  s h o w i n g  how s h e  i n t e r p r e t e d

t h e s e  ' l a w s ' .

Wi th r e g a r d  %  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  a c h u r c h  a n d ,  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a i l  

h e r  c n u r c h e s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  v i l l a g e  c. u r c n e s , s n e  a l w i y s  

nad an i d e a l  t y p e  i n  m i n d .  T h i s  was  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a l o n g  

c n a n c e l  c l e a r l v  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom a n a v e  and s i d e  a i s l e s .  The  

n a v e  was  e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  a p o r c h  on t n e  o n e  s i d e .  10 t h i s  p l a n .
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t h e  v e s t r y  was  a t t a c h e d ,  u s u a l l y  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  n a v e  and  

c h a n c e l . S t .  S a v i o u r s ,  C l a r e m o n t ,  was  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  o f  t h i s  

p e r f e c t  t y p e ;  S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  a s  a l t e r e d  d u r i n g  1 8 4 8 - 1 8 5 4 ,  

i s  a n o t h e r .

F o r  m o s t  c h u r c h e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s i m p l e r  p l a n  o f  j u s t  a n a v e  and  

c n a n c e l  was  a d o p t e d  as  t h i s  o m i t t e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  c o s t l y  c o l u m n s  

and a r c h e s .  S t .  M a t t h e w s ,  R i v e r s d a l e ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  e x a m p l e s  

o f  t h i s  t y p e .  A l m o s t  a l l  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  

t o  be  b u i l t  i n  s t a g e s .  U s u a l l y  t h e  c h a n c e l  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  ■ i r ^ c  

and t h e  n a v e  a dd e d l a t e r .  S t .  J o h n s ,  C l a n  W i l l i a m ,  was  b u i l u  

t h i s  w a y .  O f t e n  t h i s  was  t h e  o n l y  p o r t i o n  t h a t  was  b u i l t ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e  S t .  G e o r g e s ,  K yn sn a .  On o t h e r s ,  t i e  n a v e  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  

f i r s t  and t h e  c h a n c e l  a d d e d  l a t e r ,  a s  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  C a l e d o n .

Where i t  was  t h o u g h t  t h a t  e x t e n s i o n  was  u n l i k e l y ,  a s i m p l e  r e c t a n g ­

u l a r  p l a n  wa s  a d o p t e d  and t h i s  t y p e  d o e s  n o t  d i f f e r  f r o m t h e  

r c h o o l / c n a p e l s  w h i c h  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t ,  e x c e p t  i n  e l e v a t i o n a l  t r e a t ­

me nt  E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  s i m p l e  c h u r c h  w e r e S c h o o n b e r g  a nd U n i o n d a l e .

The f i r s t  p o i n t  t o  be  made a b o u t  a l l  t M s e  c n u r c h e s  i s  t h e i r  r i g i d  

o r i e n t a t i o n .  The y a r e  a l l  o r i e n t a t e d  . . j s t - w e s t  a l o n g  t h e i r  a x i s  

w i t h  t h e  c h a n c e l  a t  t h e  e a s t .  Mrs .  Gray  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  o f t e n  t o  d e f y  common 

p r a c t i c e .  S e v e r a l  c h u r c h e s  h a v e  v i r t u a l l y  t o  be  w a l k e d  a r o u n d ,  

a s  t h e y  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  e a s t  e n d s  t o  t h e  l i n o  o f  a p p r o a c h .

Wi th f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  s t y l e  c h o s e n  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  

E a r l y  E n g l i s h .  T h i s  was  m o s t l y  f o r  e co n om y  a s  t h i s  s t y l e  s u r v i v e s  

more  s t a r v a t i o n  t h a n  a ny  o t h e r s  d o < 4 , Th i s  w a s  n o t  d o n e  w i t h ­

o u t  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  a s  B i s h o p  Gr ey  o b s e r v e d .

'My only regre t ia that a l l  our ohurahea w il l  be o f  the oame s ty le  
or' a rch itec tu re , a?>d o f  the same charaoteri economy compels us to  
be contented w ith  b e ll - tu r r e ts  instead  o f  towers and Early English 
in stead  o f  Decorated or Herman b u ild in g s ’ '-^ '1. The  p r i n c i p a l  

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  s t e e o l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s  ( 5 5  ) ,  

c o r n e r  o u t t r e s s e s ,  e i t n e -  d i a g o n a l  o r  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  w i t h  more  

p l a c e d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  down t h e  s i d e s .  Windows w e r e  t a i l ,  o f  t n e  

L a n c e t  t y p e ,  s o m e t i m e s  i n  c o u p l e s .  The e a s t  e nd  a l w a y s  nad a 

t r i p l e  wi ndo w w h i l s t  t h e  w e s t  e nd  had e i t n e r  two c r  f o u r .  The 

i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  f r o n t s  a p p e a r s  t o  l i e  i n  a p a s s a g e  from
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P a r k e r ' s  ' I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ' ( 4 9 \  a v e r y  

p o p u l a r  book w i t h  w h i c h  S o p h y  Gray m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v e r s a n t .  The  

p a s s a g e  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s , 'In  anurchea a  aormon arrangement
U  to  have e ith e r  three lancet windows or two w ith  r  b u ttre ss  
between them; but in  both oases there i s  freq u en tly  over them a 
q u a r tr e - fo il  or sm aller, c ircu la r  window fo lia te d  or sunk panels 
o f  the sane form, but not p ierced  as windows

S c h o o l  c h a p e l s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  g i v e n  a d i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h a t  

b u t t r e s s e s  w e r e  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  a n d ,  f o r  f u n c t i o n a l  r e a s o n s . w i n d o w s  

w e r e  l a r g e r  and l o n g e r  and o f  a c a s e m e n t  t y p e .  I n t e r n a l l y  t h e  

f i t t i n g s  f o l l o w e d  tie p r e s c r i b e d  a s y m m e t r i c a l  l a y o u t ' ^ ) .  The 

c h a n c e l  o r  s a n c t u a r y  a r e a ,  - . n i c h  was  s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d ,  c o n t a i n e d  an 

a l t a r  a nd was  s e p a r a t e d  by  a s c r e e n  o r  r ? i 1 f r o m t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

c n u r c n .  I t  w a s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t i l e d  v - t h  M i n t o n s  e n c a u s t i c  t i l e s  

w h i l e  t h e  t r i p l e  wi ndow c o n t a i n s  1 - t a i n c d  g l a s s .  In t h e  n a v e  o r  

m a i n  b o d y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  was  t h e  p u l p i t  w h i c h  was  s e t  t o  o n e  s i d e ,  

u s u a l l y  t h e  l e f t .  I t  was  s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  b u t  n o t  g i v e n  a n y  more  

P r o m i n e n c e .  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  was t h e  l e c t e r n  o r  r e a d i n g  d e s k .

A l a r g e  f o n t  was  p l a c e d  j u s t  b e h i n d  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The b o d y  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h  was  f i l l e d  w i t h  b e n c h  p e w s ,  l e a v i n g  a c e n t r a l  a i s l e .  A l l  

S a i n t s ,  U n i o n d a l e ,  p r e s e r v e s  t h i s  l a y o u t  t o d a y .

i i ie  r o o f  was s u p p o r t e d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  by  s i m p l e  s c i s s o r  t r u s s e s  s e t  

a t  i n t e r v a l s '  Cn s o m e ,  h o w e v e r , a more  c o m p l i c a t e d  t r u s s  r e ­

s e m b l i n g  wag on  v a u l t i n g  was  u s e d ' 5 3 ) .  H er e  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  

M rs .  Gray  u s e d  c e r t a i n  s t a n d a r d  b u i l d i n g  w i d t h s ,  w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e  

w o u l d  h a v e  s i m p l i f i e d  r o o f  d e s i g n  f o r  h e r ' s 4 ) .  I n t e r n a l l y  a l l  t h e  

c h u r c h e s  w e r e  p l a s t e r e d  and w h i t e - w a : h e d  w h i l s t  e x t e r n a l l y ,  s t o n e  

was u s e d .  R o u g h l y  d r e s s e d  random r u b b l e  was  t h e  p r e f e r r e d

m a t e r i a l ,  a s  i l was  ' r e a l 1 . In a number o f  c a s e s  t h o u g h , t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  w h i t e w a s h e d ,  p l a s t e r e d  b r i c k  had t o  b e  u s e d ,  e . g .  

a t  R o b e r t s o n .  R o o f s  w e r e  t h a t c h e d  o r  s l a t e d ,  b o t h  b e i n g  a i l o w a -  

o l e  m a t e r i a l s  t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  more  o f t e n  u s e d  f o r  t h e  c h a n c e l ^ 5 5 ) .  

C o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  a p p e a r s  on l a t e r  c h u r c h e s  and i t  s e e ms  t h a t  t h e  

G r a y s  had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  i t  i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s
( 5 6 )

A l l  t h e  o t n e rw e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  w e r e  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  

d e t a i l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e y  w e r e , w e r e  o f  c o u r s e  ' c o r r e c t ' .

A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  So phy  Gray a r e  a number o f  c h u r c h e s  w h i c h  s h e  i s
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known n o t  t o  h a v e  d e s i g n e d  and y e t  j t h e r s  o f  w h i c h ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  

r e a s o n s ,  i t  c a n  b e  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  s h e  was  n o t  t h e  a u t h o r .  N e v e r t h e ­

l e s s ,  i t  i s  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t hem w i t h  h e r  w o r k s .

The  f i r s t  c h u r c h  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h .  In 

1 8 4 8  t h e  c h u r c h  c o m m i t t e e  d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p l a n s  f u r n i s h e d  by  

d i s h o p  G ra y ^ 5 7 y f o r  t n e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c h u r c h  by t h e  

a d d i t i o n  o f  a new n a v e .  T h i s  n a v e  w i t h  a i s l e s  was b u i l t  o n t o  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  c h u r c h  w h i c h  t h e n  be ca me  t h e  c h a n c e l .  T h i s  d e s i g n  was  

b u i l t ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b e l l  c o t e ,  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g ,  b e i n g  

f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 4 .  1 he d e s i g n  o f  t h :  c h u r c h  i s  v e r y  o r i g i n a l  and

b e a r s  a g r e a t  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  W. B u t t e r f i e l d ' s  c u r r e n t  wor k i n  

E n g l a n d ^ 5 8 ^. T h i s  r e s e m b l a n c e  i s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  an  

e a r l i e r  d e s i g n ^ 5 9 ) .  I t  i s  t e m p t i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  a t t i i b u t e  t h i s  

c h u r c h  t o  B u t t e r f i e l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  So phy  G r a y ' s  t e c h ­

n i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s .

S t .  Marks Ch u rc h (now C a t h e d r a l ) ,  G e o r g e ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u ’ l t  i n  

1 8 4 8 - 1 8 5 0 ,  i s  an a l m o s t  e x a c t  r e p l i c a  o f  L i t t l e m o r e  C h u r c h ,  

O x f o r d s h i r e .  T h i s  c h u r c h  was  b u i l t  by  C a r d i n a l  W. Newman i n  

1 8 3 5  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  Underwood and was  v e r y  h i g h l y  t h o u g h t  o f  by  

t h e  E c c l e s i o l o g i s t s .  I t  was  c a l l e d  by  t he m t h e  m o s t  ' c h u r c h l i k e '  

o f  m ode r n c h u r c h e s ^ 6 0 ^. The w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s  o f  t n i s  c h u r c h  w e r e  

a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  O x f o r d  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S o c i e t y S o p h y  

G r a y  u s e d  t h i s  p l a n  a g a i n  i n  185 9  f o r  t h e  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e d  S t .  James  

C h ur c h  a t  S e a  P o i n t ^ ° 2 ^. S t .  Marks w o u l d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  

m o d e l  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  S t .  J u d e s ,  O u d t s h n o r n ,  w h i c h  a l t h o u g h  

c ommo n ly  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mr s .  Gray i s ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  by  a n o t h e r  -  

a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  G e o r g e  W a l l i s ^ ' .  An a r g u m e n t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  

o p i n i o n  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  a p p e n d i x .

H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  B e l v i d e r e ,  i s  u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  B u t t e r f i e l d ,  b u t  

n o t h i n g  c a n  o e  f o u n d  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s ' M ; , and on s t y l i s t i c  

g r o u n d s  a l o n e ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .  The l i k e l y  a r c h i t e c t  i s  

t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  U n d e r w o o d ,  a s  i t  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

d e t a i l s ,  t o  h i s  ‘ Norman1 O x f o r d  b u r i a l  c h a p e l .  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  

C a l e d o n ,  i s  a n o t h e r  c h u r  :h w h i c h ,  when c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  

c h u r c h e s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t o o  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n  d e t a i l  t o  be  h e r  

o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n .  A remar k by B i s h o p  Gray  a s  t o  i t s  l i k e l y  c os . ,  

i n  E n g l a n d  w o u l d  a l s o  s e e m  t o  i n d i c a t e  an  a s  y e t  unknown E n g l i s h



a r c h i t e c t  a s  i t s  d e s i g n e r .  The c h a n c e l  i s  c e r t a i n l y  by  S op h y  

G ra y .

S t .  T h o m a s ' ,  M a l m e s b u r y  ( 1 8 6 4 ) ,  i s  c l e a r l y  r o t  t o  h e r  d e s i g n  and  

a c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  S t o n e s t r e e t ' s  w o r k ,  e . g .  S t .  A l o y s i u s  ( 1 8 6 8 ) ,  i n  

S t .  J o h n ' s  S t r e e t ,  w i l l  r e v e a l  s t r o n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  

b u i l d i n g s .  He was  a l s o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  c f  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  N.G.  

Chur cn i n  M a l m e s b u r y ,  t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c a s e  f o r  h i s  a u t h o r s h i p .  

S t .  G e o r g e s .  K n y s n a ,  i s  a l s o  a c h u r c h  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  s t y l i s t i c  

r e a s o n s  t o  u o u b t  h e r  a u t h o r s h i p ,  b u t  i f  i t  was  n o t  Mrs .  G r a y ,  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t  i s  n o t  known.

A l t h o u g h  t h e y  f a l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  m e n t i o n  m u s t  

br. made o f  S t .  P a u l s ,  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  a nd t h e  A r m s t r o n g  Me mo r ia l  

C . l a p e l , G r a h a m s t o w n .  The f o r m e r  was  d e s i g n e d  by G i l e s ,  a nd t h e  

l a t t e r  b y  H. Wo odye r .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  a number o f  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  w h i c h  show t h e  

m o v e me nt  t o w a r d s  a mor e  c o r r e c t  G o t h i c .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  

S t .  M a r t i n i  ( 1 8 5 1 - 1 8 5 3 )  now a L u t h e r a n  Chur ch b u t  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  

f o r  a b r e a k a w a y  s e c t  l e d  by a Ds .  S t e g m a n n .  The  c h u r c h  i s  

c r u c i f o r m  i n  p l a n  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Du t c h  R e f c m e d  ( N . G . ) s h a ^ e ,  

b u t  w i t h  w oo d en  v a l u t e d  r o o f .  T i e  m ai n  w i n d o w s  a r e  t r i p l e  l a n c e t s  

u n d e r  a s i n g l e  d r i p  m o u l d i n g  w i t h  s i n g l e  l a n c e t s  e l s e w h e r e .  T h i s  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  E a r l y  E n g l i s h  b e i n g  a i m e d  a t .  The a r c h i t e c t  o f  

t h i s  c h u r c h  was  P e n k a t h ,  who had had p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  

G r a y s i n d  t h e r e f o r e  had a m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  e n l i g h t e n e d  by  

t hem a s  t o  w h a t  was  a nd w h a t  was  n o t  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c .  The  t o w e r  

i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  an  i n c o n g r o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m o t i f s  f ro m t h e  P e r p e n d i c ­

u l a r  o r i e l  t o  t h e  Tudor  Bow s l i t s .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h i s  t h a t  l e d  

t h e  G ra y s  t o  u s e  t h e  d e r o g a t o r y  e p i t h e t  o f  ' c h u r c h  w a r d e n ' s  G o t h i c ' .

The n e x t  c h u r c h  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  was S t .  J o h n s ,  Long S t r e e t ,  d e s i g n e d  

by C a l v e r t  a nd b u i l t  by  P e n k e t h  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 3 - 5 7 .  T h i s  b u i l d ­

i n g  w a s , e x c e p t  f o r  some e c c e n t r i c i t y  i n  t h e  w i n d o w c ,  a v e r y  

' c o r r e c t '  E a r l y  E n g l i s h  c h u r c h  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n a v e ,  a i s l e s  and  

c h a n c e l .  I t  was  a l s o  b u i l t  i n  c o u r s e d ,  random r u b b l e  m a s o n r y  

W he t he r  t h i s  was  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by So p hy  Gray  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  t e l l  a s  C a l v e r t ' s  b a c k g r o u n d  r e m a i n s  o b s c u r e ' ^ .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

he  m u s t  h a v e  known w h a t  was a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  B i s h o p  and h i s  l a d y
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a nd  d e s i g n e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  I t  had no d i r e c t  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  a n y  o f

M r s .  G r a y ' s  c h u r c h e s ^  '■ A r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  c h u r c h

was  i t s  s i t i n g .  I t  was s e t  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 5 °  on i t s  p l o t .

T h i s  was  p r o b a b l y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  r i g h t  e a s t - w e s t  o r i e n t a t i o n .

Two o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s  a l s o  d e s e r v e  m e n t i o n .  The y  

a r e  S t .  P e t e r s ,  Mowbray ( c . 1 8 5 2 )  and S t .  M a r y ' s ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  

b u i l t  i n  1 8 5 3 .  Both  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  and a s  S t .  

M a r y ' s  i s  known t o  be  by  P e n k e t h ,  i t  c a n  b e  a s s u m e d  h e  d e s i g n e d  

S t .  P e t e r s  a s  w e l l .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  q u i t e  p u r e  i n  d e t a i l ,  t h e y  show  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Sopny Gray  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  E a r l y  E n g l i s h  and i n  

t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n ^ 6 8 ' .

The o l d  W e s l e y a n  c h u r c h  i n  R o s e b a n k  b e a r s  a g r e a t  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  

S t .  P e t e r s ,  s o  i t  p r o b a b l y  r e c e i v e d  a r e m o d e l l i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 5 0 ‘ s o r  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  by  De n k e t h ^ 6 9 ^.

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t n e  

t a s t e  f o r  t n e  E c c l e s i o l o g i s t  i n s p i r e d  G o t h i c ,  w e r e  t h e  new 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church on C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  a nd t h e  N.G.  Chur ch a t  

O u d t s h o o r n .  The f i r s t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 5 7  t o  a d e s i g n  o f  P e n k e t h  

w h i c h  was b a s e d  on a l i t h o g r a p h  o f  t h e  W e s l e y a n  c h u r c h  a t  C a s t l e ­

t o w n ,  M o n m o u t h s h i r e .  In o b t a i n i n g  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n ,  he  o u s t e d  

K o h l e r  who had p r o v i d e d  a number o f  p r e v i o u s  d e s i g n s  i n c l u d i n g  a 

Wo ma n o n e ( 7 0 ) . A l t h o u g h  i t  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a c h a n c e l ,  o n l y  a 

n i c h e  -  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a p r e a c h i n g  b ox  by  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a i i s t s  

w o u l d  h a v e  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  s u c h  ma r ks  o f  ' P o p e r y 1 -  i n  o t h e r  

r e s p e c t s  i t  was  v e r y  p r o p e r l y  d e t a i l e d ,  h a v i n g  an o p e n  t i m b e r  

r o o f  and a v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  w e s t  wi nd ow w i t h  ' D e c o r a t e d '  t r a c e r y .

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i t  was  b u i l t  by two o f  t h e  L a w r e n c e  

b r o t h e r s  who had p r e v i o u s l y  b u i l t  a number o f  B i s h o p  Gray  s

c h u r c h e s ( 7 1 ' .  I t  was  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  h a v e  a t o w e r  and

s p i r e  b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  n e v e r  b u i l t ^ ' 2 ^. The  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  i n  

' c o r r e c t 1 G o t h i c  c a n  be  j u d g e d  b y ^ t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  was  

r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  c o s t  o v e r  £ 6 , 0 0 0 ^

( 7 4 )
A c o n t e m p o r a r y  c r i t i c  had t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  c h u r c h

He p r a i s e d  t h e  ' t r u t h  and harmony o f  o u t l i n e  and t h e  d u r a b i l i t y  or

m a t e r i a l ' ( s t o n e ) .  He c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  w e s t  wi ndo w ' a  v e r y  

b e a u t i f u l  s p e c i m e n  o f  i t s  s t y l e ' . He had a h a r s h  word f o r  t n e
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g a b l e  and b a s e  o f  t h e  t o w e r  b e i n g  i n  o n e  f i a t  p l a n e ,  o p i n i n g  t h a t  

i t  w o u l d  l o o k  bad when t h e  t o w e r  was  c o m p l e t e d .  The l a c k  o f  

c h a n c e l  was  c r i t i c i s e d  a s  w e l l ,  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  b e i n g  c a l l e d  an  

u n m e a n i n g  r e c e s s .

The N, G.  Church a t  O u d t s h o o r n  was  t h e  m o s t  a m b i t i o u s  p i e c e  o f  

c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  Cape i n  t h e  l a t e  1 85 u  s .

In f a c t ,  a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  i t  was  a l i t t l e  t o o  a m b i t i o u s .  I t  was  

s t a r t e d  i n  1 3 5 7  and f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  t h u s  t a k i n g  2 2  y e a r s  t o  

c o m p l e t e .  Wal l  i s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n s  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  

p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  by K o h l e r .  W a l l i s  was  t h e n  a 

v e r y  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  a r c h i t e c t  and had j u s t  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a s  c l e r k  o .  

w o r k s  u n d e r  K o h l e r ' s  d i r e c t i o n  on t h ; S . A .  L i b r a r y .  The  b u i l d i n g  

was  d o g g e d  b y  t r o u b l e  f r o m t h e  s t a r t ,  a s  i t  was  s e t  ou i n c o r r e c u -  

1 y ( 7 5 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  l i m p e d  a l o n g  u n t i l  t a k e n  o v e r  by C. O.  H ag er  

i n  1 8 7 7 ,  by  w h i c h  t i m e  i t  had r e a c h e d  w a l l  p l a t e  l e v e l .  H a g e r  

t h e n  r o o f e d  i t  a nd f i n i s h e d  i t  o f f .  By t h e n  i t  had c o s t  t h e  

p r i n c e l y  sum o f  £ 1 9 , 4 0 7 .  The Gr ay s  w e r e  i m p r e s s e d  by  i t ,  e v e n  i n  

i t s  u n f i n i s h e d  s t a t e ,  c a l l i n g  i t ,  i n  1 8 6 9 , ' a  r e a l l y  h an d so me  s t o n e  

G o t h i c  b u i l d i n g

In 1 8 6 2 ,  t h e  f i r s t  s y n a g o g u e  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  was  b u i l t  o n  a 

s i t e  i n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  G a r d e n s T h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h i s  b u i l d ­

i n g  w a s  James  H o g g ,  a b o u t  whom l i t t l e  i s  known.  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  was  p r o b a b l y  o f  o n e  f l o o r  b u t  t h e  g a , l e r i e s  f o r  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  s e x e s  w e r e  a d d e d  c . l 8 8 0 ^ ® y . E x t e r n a l l y , 

i t  s u r f e r s  f rom t h e  s t y l i s t i c  p r o b l e m  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  p l a g u e d  

s y n a g o g u e  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  w o r l d .  The b a s i c  p r o b l e m  i s  o n e  

o f  i d e n t i t y ,  a s  no p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e  i s  c l o s e l y  a s s o ­

c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h  r e g i g i o n  and a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  i f  u s e d  

i n  a puna f o r m ,  s e em  t o  be  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  What Hogg s e e m s  t o  

h a v e  d e c i d e d  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  S o l o m o n  l o o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  

C l a s s i c  T e m pl e  f r o n t  and w i t h i n  t h e  f o r m a t  o f  a t e t r a  s t y l e  t e m p l e ,  

he h a s  d e v i s e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e t a i l i n g  s u c h  a s  t h e  S t a r  o f  D a v i d  

m o t i f  i n  t h e  p e d i m e n t  a nd t h e  f r e e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l s .

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a t o u c h  o f  E g y p t i a n  a b o u t  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  c a s i n g .  I t  

i s  a v e r y  n o v e l  b u i l d i n g ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .

T u r n i n g  f r o m o n e  c h u r c h  b u i l d e r  t o  a n o t h e r ,  I s h a l l  now e x a m i n e  

C.O.  H a g e r ' s  wo r k and i n f l u e n c e .  Car l  O t t o  H a ge r  was  b o r n  i n

1 9 1 .
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D r e s d e n  i n  1811 . He was  t h e  s o n  o f  a c i v i l  s e r v a n t  who d i e d

when he  was  v e r y  y o u n g .  At  an e a r l y  a g e  he  s h o we d  a t a l e n t  f o r

d r a w i n g .  In 1 8 2 5  he  e n t e r e d  t h e  Roy al  A ca de my,  D r e s d e n ,  t o  s t u d y  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  w h e r e  he q u a l i f i e d  i n  1 8 2 9 .  L a c k i n g  s u i t a b l e  w o r k ,  

he  e m i g r a t e d  t o  Cape Town,  a r r i v i n g  i n  1 8 3 7 .  H o w e v e r ,  h i s  h o p e s  

f o r  s u i t a b l e  * o r k  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e  and i t  was o n l y  i n  1 8 4 0  t h a t

he  r e c e i v e d  h i s  f i r s t  c o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  new Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  I L L . 35

S t .  M a r y s ,  w h i c h  h e  u n d e r t o o k  w i t h  h i s  p a r t n e r ,  S p a rm e nn .

Sparmann w e n t  b a n k r u p t  s o o n  a f t e r  t h i s  a nd t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  

d i s p e n s e d  w i t h .  H ag er  t h e n  moved t o  S t e l l e n b o s c h  w h e r e  ne  m a r r i e d ,  

and e a r n e d  h i s  l i v i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  by  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t i n g .  I t  was  n o t  

u n t i l  1 8 5 4  t h a t  h i s  n e x t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C hur ch  i n  m  . 56

S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  was  b u i l t .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  was  o n l y  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  t h a t  he  

r e c e i v e d  h i s  f i r s t  b i g  c o m m i s s i o n ,  w h i c h  was t h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  o f  

t h e  N.G.  C h u r c h ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a 

l a r g e  n a v e  w i t h  a i s l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t o w e r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  

c r u c i f o r m  p l a n .  A l l  t h e  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  s t r o n g l y  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  

i n  c h a r a c t e r  a n a  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  was  a l s o  ' G o t h i c i i e d '  by  

t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t r a c e r y  w i n d o w s  and b u t t r e s s e s .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  

f a v o u r  G o t h i c  s o  m a r k e d l y  h a s  b e e n  s e e n  a s  a reflection o f  t h e  

t a s t e  o f  t h e  y o u n g ,  n e w l y  r e t u r n e d  d o m i n e e s  f rom t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i n  

E u r o p e  w h e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  R e v i v a l  was  i n  f u l l  s w i n g ' 8 0 ) .  O n l y  

G o t h i c  was  s e e n  a s  ' s i e r l i k e '  ( e l e g a n t ) .  I t  w o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  be  

an e x a g g e r a t i o n  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  H ag er  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  G o t h i c  s t y l e  

i n t o  N.G.  c h u r c h e s ( >, a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  shown e a r l i e r  t h a t  a s i d e  

f ro m  t h e  'Cape  G o t h i c '  t h e r e  w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a number o f  

mor e o r  l e s s  G o t h i c  N.G.  c h u r c h e s .  What c a n  be  s a i d  f o r  H a g e r  

i s  t n a t  he  i n t r o d u c e d  a p u r e r  s t r a i n  o f  t h e  R e v i v a l ,  a l t h o u g h  a s  

w i l l  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  t h i s  was  s t i l l  f a r  f ro m ' c o r r e c t ' .  Where  

t h e  c h u r c h  a t  S t e l l e n b o s c h  d i f f e r s  m o s t  f r o m p r e v i o u s  a t t e m p t s  

i n  N.G.  c h u r c h e s  i s  t h e  t o w e r .  T h i s  h a s  a t r i p l e  s t a g e  b a s e  

w i t h  t r a c e r y  w i nd o w s  and i s  s u r m o u n t e d  by  a b r o a c h  s p i r e  w i t h  

s m a l l  p i n n a c l e s .  The h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  i s  s o m e w h a t  u n s u r e  

w i t h  some v e r y  u n g o t h i c  f r i p p e r y  a r o u n d  t h e  c l o c k  f a c e .  O v e r a l l  

t h o u g h ,  i t  i s  a p a s s a b l e  a t t e m p t  a t  a ' P u g i n e s q u e '  t o w e r .  I n t e r n ­

a l l y  t h e  o p e n  r o o f  w i t h  i t s  G o t h i c  t r u s s e s  m ar ks  i t s  f i r s t  a p p e a r ­

a n c e  i n  N.G.  c h u r c h e s .

A f t e r  t h e  c o m  t r u c t i o n  o f  S t e l l e n b o s c h  C h u r c h ,  Hager  was c o n t i n u -



o u s l y  a t  work f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y f i v e  y e a r s  on a number  o f  N.G.  

c h u r c h e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Cape c o l o n y ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  i n  t h e  

w e s t e r n  r e g i o n .  On a number o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  he  was t h e  

’ b o u w m e e s t e r 1 , i n  w h i c h  c a p a c i t y  h e  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  a c t e d  a s  t h e  

g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  b u t  n o t  t h e  a c t u a l  b u i 1 d e r ( 8 2 ) . On o t h e r s  he  

was o n l y  t h e  d e s i g n e r .  As w i t h  So p hy  G r a y ,  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  

c o n f i r m  t o  s e t  t y p e s  s o  a g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  w i l l  s u f f i c e .

M o s t  o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  s i m p l e  r e c t a n g l e s  i n

p l a n ,  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  b e i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  o n e s ,  w h i c h  had e i t h e r  T-

P l a n s  o r  w e r e  =n t h e  f orm o f  an u n e q u a l  c r o s s .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,

H a g e r  s e e m s  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a n y  ‘ c o r r e c t

f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  a n a v e  w i t h  a i s l e s  o r  c h a n c e l s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o

no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  G o t h i c  i n  t h e  N.G.  c h u r c h  e v e r

e x t e n d e d  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s ,  t h e  r i t u a l  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  d e m a n d i n g  a

l a r g e ,  u n o b s t r u c t e d  s p a c e ,  s t r o n g l y  c e n t r a l i s e d  on t h e  p u l p i t .

As B i s h o p  Gra y o b s e r v e d :  'TAa ^  o t j g o t  o f

a ttr a c tio n  in Dutch churches; i t  i s  UBually an intnense
s tr u c tu r e '  . Haqer  p r o v i d e d  a number o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  
a s u i t a b l e  G o t h i c  fo r m.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v e r y  u n g o t h i c  w i d t h  o f  h i s  c h u r c h e s ,  H ag er  had t o  

a d o p t  a c u r i o u s  t r i p l e - b a y e d  f r o n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  

w i d t h  o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and r e s t o r e  t h e  v e r t i c a l  e m p h a s i s  w h i c h  he  

r i g h t l y  j u d g e d  was  t h e  p r i m e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t y l e .  T h i s  was  d o n e  

by a p p l y i n g  p i n n a c l e d  b u t t r e s s e s  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  p a n e l  w h i c h  c o n t a i n ­

ed a l a r g e  wi ndo w w i t h  D e c o r a t e d  t r a c e r y .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  e i t h e r  

a c e n t r a l  d oo r w a y  w i t h  s i d e  w i n d o w s  o r  two s i d e  d o o r s .  The  

v e r t i c a l  e m p h a s i s  was c o m p l e t e d  by  c o r n e r  b u t t r e s s e s ,  a g a i n  

p i n n a c l e d  and m o s t  o f t e n  t h e  w h o l e  e n s e m b l e  was  s u r m o u n t e d  by  a 

s p i k y  b e i 1 - c o t e .  H a g e r ' s  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  f r o n t s  wo u l d  

a p p e a l  t o  h a v e  b e e n  from p u r e l y  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  a s  he  w o u l d  h a v e  

o n l y  b e e n  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  N e o - C l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  a t  t h e  

D r e s d e n  Academy and wo u l d  h a v e  had o n l y  a p a s s i n g  a c q u a i n t a n c e  

w i t h  German and p e r h a p s  D u t c h  G o t h i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ^ 8 4 ^.

The t r i p l e  b a y  f r o n t  w i t h  b e l l - c o t e  f i r s t  a p p e a r s  on  t h e  L u t h e r a n  

C h u r c h ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  i n  1 8 5 4 .  The b e l l - c o t e  s e e m s  t o  be  a c o p y  

o f  t h a t  on H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  w h i c h  he m u s t  ha 

h a v e  b e e n  f a m i l i a r ,  w h i l s t  t h e  t r i p l e  b a y  was f o u n d  on t h e  f i r s t
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Roman C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h .  The f a c a d e  o f  H e i d e l b e r g  N. G.  Church b o r e  

a c l o s e  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  N.G.  Church a t  Wynbery a s  i t  had b e e n  

r e m o d e l l e d  i n  1 8 4 5 .

An e x c e p t i o n  t o  h i s  g e n e r a l  r un o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  was  t h e  c h u r c h  a t  

C a l e d o n .  H e r e  b e  a b a n d o n e d  h i s  d i a g o n a l  c o r n e r  b u t t r e s s i n g  f o r  a 

v e r y  n o v e l  c o r n e r  t r e a t m e n t .  A l l  t h e  c o r n e r s  on t h e  c r o s s  f o r m  

p l a n  w e r e  g i v e n  c l u s t e r s  o f  b u t t r e s s e s  w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n ,  w e r e  c a r r i e d  

up and g i v e n  a p r o n o u n c e d  e x p r e s s i o n  a s  a l a r g e ,  c e n t r a l  p i n n a c l e  

w i t h  t h r e e  s m a l l e r  p i n n a c l e s .  The  same d e s i g n  f o r m  was  a p p l i e d

t o  t h e  t o w e r  w i t h  i t s  s p i r e .  The  w h o l e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  a nd t h e

s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s  i s  u n d e n i a b l y  G o t h i c  i n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  s e n s e .

Of h i s  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  t o w e r s ,  t wo a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r ,

F r a s e r b e r g  and S o m e r s e t  E a s t .  B o th  t o w e r s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  o n l y  

o n e  s i d e  t o  t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  and h a v e  a t wo  s t a g e  b a s e ,  t o p p e d  

by an o c t a g o n a l  drum,  s u r m o u n t e d  by a s p i r e ,  T h i s  f or m o f  t o w e r ,  

r e a s o n a b l y  ' P u g i n e s q u e ' , i s  p r o b a b l y  w h a t  c a u s e d  B i s h o p  Gray t o  

make t h e  f o l 1o w i n g  comment  o n  t h e  t h e n  n e w l y  c o m p l e t e d  c h u r c h  a t  

F r a s e r b u r g ;  'one o f  the best attem pts I  have seen a t approaching 
the character o f  a Gothic b u ild in g ' ^  ^.

The l a s t  t o w e r  he  b u i l t  was  t h a t  on t h e  N.G.  Chur ch a t  U n i o n d a l e .

I t  was  a m a s s i v e ,  i n e l e g a n t  a f f a i r  f i l l i n g  an e n t i r e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  

T - P l a n ,  p r o v i n g  t h a t  H ag er  m u s t  h a v e  had d o u b t s  a s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  t h e  b r i c k s .  In t h e  e v e n t ,  he  was r i g h t ,  a s  i t  had tr o e  

d e m o l i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 6 ,  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e ^ 6 j .

A m on g st  h i s  w o r k s  s h o u l d  be  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  h i g h l y  c r e d i t a b l e  com­

p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  N.G.  Church a t  O u d t s h o o r n ' ^ . T h i s  he t o o k  o v e r  

i n  1 8 7 7  when t h e  c h u r c h  had r e a c h e d  r o o f  h e i g h t  a nd  h e  i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r o o f i n g ,  p i n n a c l e s ,  t o w e r  and i n t e r n a l  

f i n i s h i n g .

T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  h i s  d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  o n  N.G.  c h u r c h  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he  

was  w o r k i n g ,  he v i r t u a l l y  m o n o p o l i s e d  t h e  f i e l d  a n d ,  by t h e  t i m e  

he  had s t o p p e d ,  o t h e r  w e l l - t r a i n e d ,  y o u n g e r  a r c h i t e c t s  had s t a r t e d  

p r a c t i c e s .  The s i n g l e  e x a m p l e  o f  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  known t o  m e ,  i s  

t h e  w i n g  a d d e d  t o  t h e  S w e l l e n d a m  N.G.  C hur ch  i n  1 8 7 4 ' Th i s
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i s  c l e a r l y  d e r i v e d  from h i s  c h u r c h  f r o n t s .

A f t e r  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  t h e r e  was  a s p a t e  o*  

c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  1 8 7 0 ' s . One o f  t h e  l i r s t  

c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  was  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  Kalk  Bay .  F i n i s h e d

i n  1 8 7 4 ,  i t  i s  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  H en ry  W o od ye r ,  an  E n g l i s h  a r c h i t e c t  

o f  some d i s t i n c t i o n ,  who had b e e n  a p u p i l  o f  B u t t e r f i e l d .  I t  i s  a 

r e m a r k a b l e  s u c c e s s f u l  e x e r c i s e  u s i n g ,  a s  i t  d o e s ,  t h e  same e l e m e n t s  

and t h e  same m a t e r i a l s  a s  f o u n d  i n  S o p h y  G r a y ' s  c h u r c h e s .  I t  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  s u p e r i o r  r e s u l t s  t h a t  an o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t  c o u l d  

a c h i e v e .

The  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c h u r c h  o f  t h i s  d e c a d e  was  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  

M e t h o d i s t  C hur ch  on G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e ,  d e s i g n e d  by  F re ema n i n  

t h e  D e c o r a t e d  s t y l e  and b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 6 - 1 8 7 9 .  I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  

c o m p l e t e  e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  Ca pe  o f  a High V i c t o r i a n  t own  

c h u r c h .  The town c h u r c h e s  a r e  p o s s i b l y  t h e  m o s t  o r i g i n a l  

V i c t o r i a n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  : h u r c h  d e s i g n ^ 8 9 ^. T h i s  t y p e  o f  c h u r c h  

s t a r t e d  t o  be  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s , a s  a move t o  come t o  t e r n s  

w i t h  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  u r b a n  s i t e s  m o s t  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  new i n d u s t r i a l  

t o w n s  o f  B r i t a i n .  T h e s e  c h u r c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a s  

h a v i n g  g r e a t  i n t e r n a l  h e i g h t , a p l a n  r e d u c e d  t o  a p l a i n  p a r a l l e l o ­

g r a m ,  and c o v e r e d  by  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  r o o f i n g  s u p p o r t e d  by a l i g h t e r  

t h a n  u s u a l  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e .  Wi dt h i n s t e a d  o f  h e i g h t  was t h e  a i m .  

R i c h n e s s  o f  e f f e c t  was s o u g h t  i n t e r n a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  e x t e r n a l l y .

A l l  S a i n t s ,  M a r a g a r e t  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  by B u t t e r f i e l d ,  was  c o n s i d ­

e r e d  t h e  mode l  town c h u r c h .  A c h u r c h  w i t h  w h i c h  Fre ema n was  

p r o b a b l y  f a m i l i a r  and w h i c h  c o u l d  h a v e  a c t e d  a s  h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  

was  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Chur ch o f  t h e  M e s s i a h ,  B i r m i n g h a m ^ 0 ) .  N e v e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  w h a t e v e r  i t s  s o u r c e  ( a n d  i t  s h o u l d  be  e m p h a s i s e d  h e r e  

t h a t  V i c t o r i a n s  s e t  l i t t l e  s t o r e  o n  o r i g i n a l i t y  f o r  i t s  own s a k e ;  

i n  f a c t ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  an  i n t e n d e d  c h u r c h  

wa s  b a s e d  o n  an e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

t o  a c o m m i t t e e  e m p l o y i n g  a t h e n  r e l a t i v e l y  unknown a r c h i t e c t ) ,  t h i s  

c h u r c h  i s  s t i l l  a v e r y  c o m p e t e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  

a b i l i t i e s .  The p l a c i n g  o f  t h e  t o w e r  and s p i r e  on  t h e  o u t e r  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s i t e  a l l o w s  i t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a p l e a s a n t  v e r t i c a l  

a c c e n t  t o  t h e  s q u a r e ,  a c t i n g  a s  a f o i l  t o  t h e  o l d  iown H o us e  

o p p o s i t e .  As a m a r k er  up and down Burg S t r e e t ,  i t  i s  o n e  or  t h e  

f e w  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  make a p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  t o w n s c a p e



and t h i s  i s  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  d w a r f i n g  o f  i t  by  t h e  t a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s  

on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  

l o c a l  b i u e s t o n e  g i v e s  a p l e a s a n t  e f f e c t  w h i l s t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

d e t a i l i n g  i s  o f  a k i n -  s e l d o m  f o u n d  i n  t h e  Cape  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A

s i m i l a r  f e e l i n g  o f  q u a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  t h e  i n t e r i o r  w i t h  i t s  

c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n s ,  M i n t o n  t i l e d  f l o o r s  and d a r k  s t a i n e d  wo od wo r k.

In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  i s  a p i t y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  p l a n n e d  by 

F r e e m a n  f o r  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  C o n v e n t ,  S o m e r s e t  R o a d ,  i n  1 8 7 7  w e r e  

n o t  b u i l t .  As i t  i s ,  o n l y  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t  an d s c h o o l  

w e r e  f i n i s h e d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  a nd  a n c i l l a r y  b u i l d i n g s  n e v e r  b e i n g  

u n d e r t a k e n .  The e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  now u n o c c u p i e d , a r e  v e r y  

c o m p e t e n t l y  d e s i g n e d  and d e t a i l e d ,  a l s o  b e i n g  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

b i u e s t o n e .  As p l a n n e d ,  t h e  g r o u p  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e t h i n g  

u n i q u e  i n  Cape  Town,  a H i gh  V i c t o r i a n  c o n v e n t .  T h r e e  mor e  

c h u r c h e s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  by  Fre ema n a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The W e s l e y a n  

C h ur ch  a t  S t e l l e n b o s c h  ( 1 8 7 6 - 1 8 7 8 )  was  a s m a l l  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  E a r l y  

E n g l i s h  s t y l e  w i t h  a n a v e  and s m a l l  t r a n s e p t s ,  b e i n g  e n t e r e d  

t h r o u g h  a p o r c h  s e t  on o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  n a v e .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  i t  was  

w e l l  d e t a i l e d  w i t h  a v e n t i l a t o r  a c t i n g  a s  a f l e e h e  o v e r  t h e  

c r o s s i n g .  The s e c o n d  c h u r c h  was  S t .  D o m i n i e s ,  W y n b e r g , b u i l t  f o r  

t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  c o n v e n t  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d ^  \  as e c o n o m y  was  

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  h e r e ,  ( t h e  c h u r c h  c o s t  £ 2 , 0 0 0 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  d e t a i l .  The  l a s t  and m o s t  o r i g i n a l  c h u r c h  d e s i g n e d  by  

F r e e m a n  was t h e  Round Chur ch a t  S e a  P o i n t ,  T h i s  a g a i n  demon­

s t r a t e s  h i s  s e n s i t i v i t y  a s  t o  t h e  s i t i n g  o f  h i s  c h u r c h e s .  The 

r o u n d  s h a p e  ( a  5 8 '  o r  15m d i a .  c i r c l e )  f i t t e d  v e r y  n e a t l y  i n t o  

t h e  a w k wa r d,  t r i a n g u l a r  s h a p e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  two  

r o a d s .  The s o u r c e  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n  was  p o s s i b l y  t h e  r o n o a v e l , 

w i t h  w h i c h  he  w as  f a m i l i a r  f r o m  h i s  N a t a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  

1 8 6 0 ' s ^ 9 2 ' .  Fre ema n m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r i g u e d  w i t h  t h i s  s h a p e  a s  

t h e r e  i s  a p r o j e c t  o f  h i s  f o r  a l a r g e r  c i r c u l a r  c h u r c h  i n  

B e c h u a n a l a n d ^ 9 2 ) .

S t .  P e t e r s ,  M o s s e l  S a y ,  b e g u n  i n  1 8 7 7  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  Welchman  

i s  a n o t h e r  r a r e  e x a m p l e  o f  a c o m p l e t e  Hi gh  V i c t o r i a n  c h u r c h .  I t  

h as  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  n a v e ,  c h a n c e l , t o w e r  and s p i r e ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  w e r e  o n l y  b u i l t  c . 1 9 1 0 .  C o n s t r u c t e d ,  a s  

i t  i s ,  o f  l o c a l  s a n d s t o n e ,  i t  f o r m s  a s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p o s i t i o n  s e t



197.

i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  t o wn .  The  d e l i c a c y  o f  d e t a i l i n g  s t i l l  

p r e s e r v e s  i n  i t  t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  t h e  h i g h  t i d e  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  

R e v i v a l  m ov e me nt .

The l a s t  t w o  c h u r c h e s  o f  n o t e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s a r e  b o t h  d e s i g n s  

o f  E. Knox.  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  S t .  P a u l s ,  B r e e  S t r e e t ,  ( 1 8 7 8 -  

1 8 8 0 )  b u i l t  a s  a m i s s i o n  c h u r c h  f o r  t h e  a r e a ^ 9 4 ^. I t  i s  i n  w h a t  

was  t h e n  t e r m e d  ' s e v e r e  G o t h i c '  w h i c h  i s  a V i c t o r i a n  e u p h e m i s m  f o r  

v e r y  p l a i n .  On p l a n  i t  was  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  h a v i n g  a c h e v e t .  

E x t e r n a l l y ,  i t s  m s t  r e m a r k a b l e  q u a l i t y  i s  t h e  s e  o f  p o l y c h r o m a t i c  

b r i c k w o r k  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  b l u e s t o n e .  B r i c k s  o f  r e d ,  y e l l o w  

a nd b l a c k  a r e  u s e d  i n  h o r i z o n t a l  b a n ds  a nd t o  l i n e  t h e  d o o r  a nd  

w i n d o w  o p e n i n g s .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  o n l y  t wo  known e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  

H i gh  V i c t o r i a n  f a s h i o n  t o  be  f o u n d  i n  Cape  Town.  When S t . P a u l s  

wa s  b u i l t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o l y c h r o m y  had c e a s e d  t o  b e  f a s h i o n a b l e  i n  

B r i t a i n ^ 9 5 ) .  The t o w e r ,  t h e  t o p  o f  w h i c h  i s  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n ^  1 
b u t  w h i c h  was  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n ,  h e l p s  t o  b r e a k  t h e  l i n e  

o f  t h e  r o o f .  T h i s  c h u r c h  h a s ,  i n  a s i m p l i f i e d  f o r m ,  a l l  t h e  

e a r l y  F r e n c h  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  p o p u l a r  i n  E n g l a n d  a r o u n d  1 8 7 0  

The  o t h e r  c h u r c h  by Knox i s  t h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  Ch ape l  (now t h e  

B r o o k e  Me mo r ia l  L i b r a r y ) .  T h i s  i s  a s t u r d y  l i t t l e  b u i l d i n g  s h o w ­

i n g  t h e  l o w e -  r o o f  p i t c h  a nd  t h e  mor e  n o m i n a l  G o t h i c  d e t a i l i n g  

t h a t  was  t o  come i n t o  u s e  on l a t e r  c h a p e l s  a nd o t h e r  s m a l l  c h u r c h e s .  

As i s  u s u a l  w i t h  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  i t  was  t e r m e d  ' E a r l y  E n g l i s h '  i n  

s t y l e .  The d e t a  J s  a r e  s t i l l  s e n s i t i v e  b u t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

c e n t r e  w i nd ow and t h e  p o r c h  i s  c l u m s y ,  b e t r a y i n g  a c e r t a i n  l a c k  o f  

s k i l l  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e s i g n e r .

An a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o d d i t y  o f  t h i s  t i m e  was  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  i n  1 8 7 3  o f  

a s h o r t - l i v e d  b r e w e r y  i n  S e a  P o i n t  i n t o  a Norman Ch u r c h .  T h i s  

c h u r c h ,  S t .  J a m e s ,  wa s  a r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  u n c o m p l e t e d  

c h u r c h  o f  t h e  same d e d i c a t i o n .  The f r o n t  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  was  

d e s i g n e d  by t h e  R e v . G .  P i n k e r  a nd f o l l o w s  v e r y  c l o s e l y  t h e  f r o n t  

o f  D o r c h e s t e r  Chur ch a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  P a r k e r ' s  ' I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  

G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ' ^ 9 8 y .

The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  c h u r c h  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  

i s  t h e  r e t i r n  o f  C l a s s i c i s m ,  n o t ,  i t  m u s t  b e  a d d e d ,  t h a t  i t  marked  

t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  a m i n a n c e  b u t  i t  d o e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  i t  w as  no 

l o n g e r  c o n s i o o r e d  t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  s t y l e .  T h r e e  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g s
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w e r e  b u i l t  i n  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  s t y l e .  The f i r s t  was  

t h e  Wal e  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Chur ch ( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  i n t e r n a l l y  a p l a i n  p r e a c h i n g  

b o x ,  e x t e r n a l l y  i t  was  g i v e n  an 1 I t a l i a n a t e '  a p p e a r a n c e  w i t h  a 

r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e , ro und h e a d e d  w i n d o w s  and d o o r s  w i t h  p ro f i i in en t  <ey  

s t o n e s  and t o c p e d  by  a b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e .  I t  had t h e  f e e i  o f  a 

bank a b o u t  i t ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a s  s t r a n g e  a s  i t  s e e m s , a s  F r e e m a n ,  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t ,  was  b u s y  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  S t a n d a r d  Bank a t  t h e  

t i m e .  The n e x t  c h u r c n  i s  t h e  B u i t e n k a n t  S t r e e t  W e s l e y a n  M i s s i o n  

C h ur ch  ( 1 8 8 2 ) .  S i m i l a r  i n  t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h e  Wal e  S t r e e t  C h u r c h ,

i t  i s  l e s s  l a v i s h  i n  d e t a i l  a n a ,  t o  h i d e  t h e  p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  i t  h a s

an e l a b o r a t e  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  g a b l e  a b o v e  t h e  c o r n i c e .  I t  i s  a p u r e  

f a c a d e  c h o u g h ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a v i n g  n o m i n a l  d e t a i l i n g ,  

b e i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  a s t o r e .  The s a me  r e m a r k s  m u s t  a p p l y  t o  t h e

W e s l e y a n  C hur cn  ( 1 8 8 2 - 1 8 8 3 )  a t  S a l t  R i v e r .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  b e a r s  a

c e r t a i n  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  a number o f  W e s l e y a n  c h a o e l s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  

' T h e  A r c h i t e c t 1 o f  1 8 7 9 ^ ' ^ .

To r e t u r n  t o  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  G o t h i c ,  a number o f  e x t e n s i v e  r e ­

b u i l d i n g s  and r e - m o d e l l i n g s  o f  e x i s t i n g  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  c a r - o u t

a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The f i r s t ,  i n  1 8 8 3 ,  was  t h e  p a r t i a l  r e - b u  , d , . . g  o f  

S t .  J o h n s ,  Wynberg .  Her e  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  o l d  c h u r c h  was  d e m o l i s h ­

e d and a new n a v e  was a d d e d  i n  t h e  D e c o r a t e d  s t y l e .  The c h u r c h  was  

a l s o  d e s i g n e d  t o  h a v e  an a t t a c h e d  t o w e r  and s p i n a  o f  v e r y  g r a n d  

p r o p o r t i o n s .  P r e s u m a b l y  i t  was n e v e r  b u i l t  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  c o s t .  

T h i s  i s  a l o s s .  The a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  was  t h e  n e w l y  

a r r i v e d  G. Ransome.

A n o t h e r  r e - m o d e l l i n g  o f  n o t e  was t h a t  o f  t h e  N.G.  C h u r c h ,  a l s o  a t  

W y n b e r g ,  d o n e  i n  1 8 8 9 .  The e x i s t i n g  c h u r c h  w as  e i t h e r  d e m o l i s h e d  

o r  c o m p l e t e l y  a l t e r e d ( 1 C 0 ) . The m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  ^  :  n

m o d e l l i n g  was  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n s  made on p l a n .  H er e  c o l  urns w e r e  

i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c r o s s  p l a n  and s m a l l ,  

s p l a y e d  a d d i t i o n s  p l a c e d  t h e r e .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  f o r  a c o m p l e t e  r e ­

a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  s e a t i n g  i n  a s e m i - c i r c u l a r  f a s h i o n  w h i c h

f o c u s s e d  on t h e  p u l p i t .  The m e r i t s  o f  t h i s  f o r m ,  a l l o w i n g ,  a s  i t

d i d ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  o u t w a r d  f o r m and 

s t r u c t u r e  w h i l s t  i n t e r n a l l y  i t  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  i d e a l  o f  a f a n - s h a p e d  

a u d i t o r i u m ,  w as  an i n n o v a t i o n  q u i c k l y  s e i z e d  upon i n  l a t e r  N.G.  

c h u r c h e s .



S t .  P a . , i s .  R o n d e b o s t h .  r e c e i v e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  c h a n c e l  and s i d e  

c n a p e i s  In 1 8 8 0 .  C = l .  M i c h e - ' s  o r i g i n a l  c h n r c h  b e i n g  f i n a l , y

z .
S t  P a u l s  a s  i t  no.  s t an ds ,  d esp i t e  the new front  porch, i s  on 

l i e s  most Victor ian des ign.

SiiliB
s t a n d a r d  f e a t u r e .  S t .  P h i l i p s  ( 1 8 8 5 )  i n  D i s t r i c t  S i s  by  

G. A l e x a n d e r ,  i s  a  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c h u r c h .

of  a s o p h is t ic a te d  s i m p l i c i t y '  

t h p  Late Churches:

t f '  1 9 0 0 ‘ s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  d i s t r i c t s .



r o o f  o v e r  a s i m p l e  r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n  w i t h  a t t a c h e d ,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  

r o o f e d  p o r c n e s  and v e s t r i e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  c n u r c h e s ;  

and w i t n  o e l 11 c o t e s  and s n o r t  c n a n c e l s  a s  w e l l ,  i n  Roman C a t h o l i c  

c h u r c n e s .  A l l  t n e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  b u i l t  o f  T a b l e  M o u n t a i n  s a n d ­

s t o n e ,  r o u g h ' y  f i n i s h e d  and w i t h  s t o n e  o r  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s .  The  

n u r r i e d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t n e  t i m e s  a r e  b e s t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by  t h e  m i n i ­

mum o f  d e t a i l ,  t h e  s t y l e  b e i n g  v a g u e l y  ' E a r l y  E n g l i s h '  b u t  ' Nom ina l  

G o t h i c '  w o u l d  p e r n a p s  b e  a more  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e r m .  H e r b e r v  B a k e r ,  

who b e c a m e  t h e  A n g l i c a n  D i s c e s a n  a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  

a l s o  b u i l t  a number o f  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  much i n  t h e  same s t y l e  b u t  

a ' i t t l e  more  e l a b o r a t e  i n  p l a n  w i t h  a i s l e s  and t r a n s e p t s .  Of  

t n e s e ,  S t .  A n d r e w s ,  N e w l a n d s  ( 1 8 9 4 )  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  t h e  m o s t  m o d e s t ,  

i s  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l ^ 0 4 ^. The o t h e r s  w e r e  awkward i n  t h e  way  

t n a t  t h e  r a t h e r  ' f r e e 1 s t y l e  o f  B a k e r ' s  dr e w t h e  e l e m e n t s  t o g e t h e r .  

Two o f  t h e m ,  S t .  B a r n a b a s ,  K l o o f  R o a d ,  and S t .  P h i l l i p s ,  D i s t r i c t  

S i x ,  a l s o  s u f f e r  f ro m b e i n g  u n f i n i s h e d .  A l l  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  

d i s t i n g u i s n e d  by r o o f  v e n t i l a t o r s ,  m o s t l y  i n  t n e  f orm o f  f l e c h e s .  

Tne t w o  b r i c k  c h a p e l s  ( c . 1 9 0 0 )  a t  M a i t ’ and c e m e t e r y ,  a r e  w o r t h  

m e n t i o n i n g  a s  b e i n g  v e r y  r a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  f a c e  b r i c k  i n  

t h e  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  t i m e .

More e l a b o r a t e  v e r s i o n s ,  b o t h  i n  p l a n  and d e t a i l i n g ,  o f  p a r i s h  

c h u r c h e s  a r e  m e t  w i t h ,  s u c h  a s  S t .  J a m e s ,  Se a  P o i n t  ( 1 8 9 8 ) ,  and  

S t .  L u k e ' s ,  S a l t  R i v e r  B u t  a c u r i o u s  a s p e c t  a b o u t  a l l  t h e

c h u r c h e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  a c e r t a i n  f l a c c i d n e s s  o f  d e s i g n .  The  

new W e s l e y a n  C h u r c h ,  R o s e b a n k ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 9 ,  o f  w h i c h  H. J o n e s  was  

t h  a r c h i t e c t ,  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e s  i n  i t s  p l a n n i n g  a nd  m a s s i n g  t h e  

v e r t i c a l i t y  s o u g h t  a f t e r  b y  t h e  h i g h  V i c t o r i a n s ,  w h i l s t  t h e r e  i s  

a l s o  a l i g h t n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  t h a t  i s  s e l d o m  f o u n d  on c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s .

Two e x a m p l e s  o f  a more  f r e e l y  e c l e c t i c  u s e  o f  G o t h i c  a r e  t h e  N.G.  

and P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h e s  i n  W o o d s t o c k .  The f o r m e r  was  b u i l t  i n  

1 8 9 7 ,  a r c h i t e c t  unkno wn,  w h i l s t  t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e s  f rom 1 8 9 9 .

J .  P a r k e r  was  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  The N . G .  Church i s  T - s h a p e d  on p l a n  

w i t h  a t o w e r  and s p i r e  s e t  t o  t h e  o n e  s i d e .  The c h u r c h  i t s e l f  i s  

n o t  v e r y  e l a o o r a t e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  o r  

m a n n e r e d ,  e . g .  t h e  c o r b e l s  t o  t h e  p a r a p e t s  a b o v e  t n e  s p l a y e d  s i d e  

e n t r a n c e  d o o r s  a r e  v e r y  h e a v y  w h i l s t  . n e  wood m o u l d i n g  t o  t h e  d o o r  

i t s e l f  i s  v e r y  t h i n .  I t  i s  t h e  t o w e r  t h o u g n ,  t h a t  i s  t n e  m o s t



r e m a r k a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n .  B e s i d e s  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  and  

f a i r l y  e l a b o r a t e  B r o a c h  s p i r e  w i t h  i t s  o v e r s a i l i n g  t o w e r  r o o f  o f  

G er m a n i c  d e s i g n ,  t h e  l o w e r  p o r t i o n  e x h i b i t s  s u c h  a d d i t i o n s  a s  a 

b u t t r e s s e d  l o w e r  s t a g e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a c o r b e l l e d - o u t  u p p e r  p o r t i o n .  

The l a r g e  s c a l e  o f  t n e  u p p e r  s t a g e  c o n t r a s t s  o d d l y  w i t h  t h e  d o o r ­

way.

The P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  a l t h o u g h  s i m i l a r  i n  p l a n ,  i s  t a l l e r  i n  

s e c t i o n  and mo r e  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d .  A g a i n  i t s  t o w e r  a nd  s p i r e  a r e  

e c c e n t r i c  i n  f o r m  w i t h  a s t e e p l y  p a t c h e d  r o o f  e l o n g a t e d  i n t o  a 

s t r a n g e  o c t a n g u l a r  f l e c h e .  T h e s e  two c h u r c h e s  e x h i b i t  some o f  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  e l a b o r a t i o n  and a s t r i v i n g  f o r  o r i g i n a l  

e f f e c t  t h a t  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  l a t e  

V i c t o r i a n  e r a .

The r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

l a r g e s t  and s t i l l  u n f i n i s h e d  ( 1 8 7 8 )  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  programme o f  

t h e  t i m e s .  T h i s  r e - b u i l d i n g  s t emmed m a i n l y  f r om  t h e  d i s s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c l e r g y ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  B i s h o p  G r a y ,  w i t h  o l d  

S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C h u r c h ,  on t h e  g r o u n d s , i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  i t  was  i n  t h e  

G r e c i a n  s t y l e  and n o t  G o t h i c .  By 1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  money and t h e  s i  t o  w e r e  s o l v e d  and B a k e r  and Masey

w e r e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t o  draw up a d e s i g n .  B a k e r ' s  d e s i g n  was

b a s i c a l l y  a r a t h e r  f r e e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e a r l y  F r e n c h  G o t h i c ,  

b o t h  i n  p l a n  a nd e l e v a t i o n ,  w i t h  a v i r t u a l l y  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  t o w e r ^ ' 

The j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  two i s  r a t h e r  awkward.  '  I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  

t h a t  B a k e r  t r i e d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a r r y i n g  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  a s t r o n g  v e r t i c a l  e l e m e n t  d o m i n a t i n g  S t . G e o r g e s  S t r e e t  

a s  t h e  o l d  c a t h e d r a l  d i d ,  w i t h  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  a s  r e q u i r e d  by  

c o r r e c t  c h u r c h  p l a n n i n g .  He d i d  t h i s  i n  a r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  t r a d ­

i t i o n a l  w a y .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  how a mor e  o r i g i n a l  

a r c h i t e c t ,  s u c h  a s  B u t t e r f i e l d ,  w o u l d  h a v e  t a c k l e d  t h i s  ‘ . The  

h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  d e t a i l  i n  B a k e r ' s  u s u a l  ' A r t s  and C r a f t s '  ma nn er  

i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The  

f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  was  l a i d  i n  1 9 0 T ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  19c0 t h a t

a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  f i n i s h e d .

A number o f  N.G.  c h u r c h e s  r e c e i v e d  e x t e n s i v e  e n l a r g i n g  and r e ­

m o d e l l i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h i s  u s u a l l y  t c o k  t h e  f or m o f  t h e  a d d ­

i t i o n  o f  new w i n g s  t o  c o n v e r t  t n e  c h u r c h  t o  a T - p l a n .  Wi th  t h e  

i m p r o v e d  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  t h e  t i m e s , i t  was

201.
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p o s s i b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  a b i g g e r  u n o b s t r u c t e d  s p a n ,  s o  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  

a r e  s p a t i a l l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  o n e s .  B e s i d e s  an i n c r e a s e  

i n  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  r e c e i v e d  a t o w e r  and  

s p i r e .  F re ema n c a r r i e d  o u t  a number  o f  t h e s e  r e n o v a t i o n s  o f  

w h i c h  M al m e s b u r y  and W o r c e s t e r  a r e  g o o d  e x a m p l e s .  The  s t y l e  

a d o p t e d  f o r  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  was  a f r e e  e c l e c t i c  u s e  o f  G o t h i c  w i t h  

an o v e r a l l  f u s s i n e s s  o f  d e t a i l  w h i c h  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

G o t h i c  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  s t y l e  a d o p t e d  i n  a l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  and  

i n  a t  l e a s t  t w o ,  W e l l i n g t o n  and H o p e f i e l d ,  t h e r e  i s  a u s e  o f  

C l a s s i c a l  m o t i f s ' ^ ' .  The t o w e r s  o f  c o u r s e  r e i n f o r c e d  t n e  

d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  s e t t i n g s .

A m o n g s t  t h e  new N.G.  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  o n e  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 5  a t  R o b e r t s o n  

c a n  b e  s i g n a l l e d  o u t  a s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  The p l a n  i s  o f  t h e  m o d i f i e d  

c r o s s  f or m a s  f i r s t  f o u n d  on t h e  r e - b u i l t  N . G.  c h u r c h  a t  Wynberg .  

The  t o w e r  w i t h  s p i r e  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  arm o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

The m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  c h u r c h  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d

t o  b e  a c o p y  t o  two t h i r d s  s i z e  o f  a c h u r c h  i n  C h i c a g o ,  t h e  p l a n

o f  w h i c h  was  b r o u g h t  b a c k  b y  t h e  d o m i n e e ' l 0 9 ^ .

The l a s t  c h u r c h  i n  t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  t h e  G ar d e n s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church  

( 1 9 0 3 )  by J .  P a r k e r ^  . In i t s  i n t e n d e d  u s e  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  now 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a l t e r e d ,  and i t s  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  b a s i c  f o r m s ,  i t  i s  a 

g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  ' c u l t i v a t e d  s i m p l i c i t y 1 r e m a r k e d  on e a r l i e r .

More t h a n  t h i s ,  t h o u g h ,  i t s  t o w e r  and s p i r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t

m a r k e r  up and down Ora nge  S t r e e t .

Of  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s ,  c h u r c h e s  f o l l o w e d  B r i t i s h  p r e c e d e n t  m o s t  

c l o s e l y ,  w i t h  o f  c o u r s e  t h o s e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  f o r c e d  upon  

them by  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e s e  w e r e  i n e v i t a b l y  t h e  l a c k  o f  

l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  m a t e r i a l s  and s k i l l e d  wor kme n.  T h e r e  i s  o f  

c o u r s e  t h e  u s u a l  t i m e  l a g  a nd o n l y  t h e  b a s i c  and m o s t  p o p u l a r  f o r m s  

o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  B r i t i s h  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  

m o v e m e n t s  w e r e  f o l l o w e d .  H o w e v e r ,  a number o f  c o m p e t e n t  and  

i n t e r e s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  was t h e  r e s u l t ,  r a n g i n g  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  f r o m h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t o  v i r t u a l  v e r n a c u l a r .
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APPENDIX A c x i l '

L i s t  o f  c h u r c h e s  cy  Sor.hy Gray

The authorship of most of these churches has beer, established by 
reference to diocesan records and the occasional contemporary news­
paper reports. In a small number of cases the aut ority of Dr 
Gutsche's book 'The Bishop's Lady has been accepted. Besides this 
however, there is a strong stylistic affinity in all these churches.

D e s i g n e d C o n s e c r a t e d C o n d i t i o n

E e r s t e  K i v i e r ,  S t  P a u l s 1 8 4 8 1856 a l t e r e d

S w e l l e n d a m ,  C h r i s t c h u r c h c l 8 4 8 1 8 5 5 d e m o l i s h e d

C o l e s b e r g c l 8 4 S e n l a r g e d

G r a a f  R e i n e t , S t .  J a m e s 1 8 4 8 I 85 G a l t e r e d

B e a u f o r t  W e s t ,  C h r i s t c h u r c h c l 8 4 8 1 8 5 5 e x i s t i n g

P M B u rg ,  S t .  P e t e r s 1 8 4 9 a l t e r e d

B l o e m f o n t e i n  * 1850 ? d e m o l i s h e d

S o m e r s e t  E a s t 1850 1

C l a r e m o n t , S t .  S a v i o u r s 1850 c h a n c e l  1 8 5 4 a l t e r e d

C r a d o c k 1 8 5 1 ?

R i v e r s d a l e ,  S t .  M a t t h e w s c l 852 1856 e x i s t i n g

P a a r l ,  H o l y  T r i n i t y  c h a p e l 1 8 5 4 d e m o l i s h e d

S c h o o n b e r g ,  S t .  J o h n 1 8 5 4 1 8 5 5 e x i s t i n g

W o r c e s t e r ,  S t .  J a m e s 1 8 5 5 n a v e  1859 r»

N e w l a n d s ,  S t .  A n d r e w s  c h a p e l 1 8 5 6 ? 1 8 5 7 i t

V i l l e r s d o r p ,  c h a p e l 1 8 5 7 ? 1858 d e m o l i s h e d

B r e  d a s d o r p , A l l  S a i n t s 1 8 5 9 1863 a l t e r e d

P a p e n d o r p , S t .  M a r y s 1 8 5 9 1 8 6 5 a l t e r e d

R o b e r t s o n ,  S t .  M a r y s 1 3 6 5 1 8 6 7 e x i s t i n g

S t .  H e l e n a  S a y ,  c h a p e l ? 1 8 6 4 1

R o n d e b o s c h  S t .  T homas 1863 1 8 6 4 a l t e r e d

C e r e s ,  S t .  A n d r e w s  c h a p e l 1 8 6 4 b u r n t  o u t

C l a n w i l l i a m  S t .  J o h n s 1 8 5 9 1 8 6 4 e s i s t i n g

D i s t r i c t  S i x , C . T .  S t .  M a r k s 1865 d e m o l i s h e d

F r a s e r b u r g ,  S t .  A u g u s t i n u s 1 8 6 6 ? 1870  c o m p .

S w e l l e n d a m ,  S t .  L u k e s 1 8 6 7 1 8 7 4 e x i s t i n g

V i c t o r i a  W e s t ,  S t .  J o h n s 1869 1 8 7 4 I f

M o n t a g u ,  S t .  M i l d r e d s 1 8 6 9 ? I t

There i s  some doubt as to whether t h i s  church was b u i l t  to  S.G.'s 
d e s ig n .  Two panoramas of  Bloemfontein c 1877 by K. Wright in the 
Fehr C o l l e c t io n  d i s t i n c t l y  show a t y p i c a l  E.G. church with s t e e p ly  
p i t c h e d  roo fs  and t r i p l e  l anc e t  windows.
This is alsD attributed to Butterfield.
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C H A P T E R  S E V E N . S C H O O L S .

'NEXT TO A OOOD MASTE2 THERE IS  NOTHING HOKE IMPORTANT FOR A 

SCHOOL THAN A GOOD SITE AND BUILDINGS. HEALTH, ORDER, DIGNITY,

■jOCD TEACHING AND GOOD LEARNING ARE ALL INTIMATELY CONCERNED WITH 
THE ASPECT AND ACCOMMODATION OF THE SCHOOL ITSELF1 ‘ ^ .

E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Cape  C o l o n y  was  f i r s t  p l a c e d  on a r e g u l a r  f o o t i n g  

by an o r d i n a n c e  o f  1 8 4 1 ^ . T h i s  was a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  B e l l / H e r s h e l l  

p r o p o s a l s  w h i c h  a i m e d  a t  s e t t i n g  up a number o f  f i r s t  c l a s s  i n t e r ­

d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  s c h c o l s  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t o wn s  and v i l l a g e s ,  w i t h  

s e c o n d  c l a s s  o n e s  e l s e w h e r e .  I t  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  a i d  t o  p r i v a t e  and  

m i s s i o n  s c h o o l s .  T h i s  s y s t e m  was t o  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  a 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t - G e n e r a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n 1' 3 ) .  One o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

t h i s  s y s t e m  was t h a t  t h e  m ana ge me nt  o f  s c h o o l s  was  t o  be  v e s t e d  i n  

l o c a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  b o d i e s ,  a m o n g s t  w h o s e  t a k s  was t h e  e r e c t i o n  and  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l r o o m  and i t s  c o n t e n t s ^ .  F o r  t h i s ,  

g o v e r n m e n t  a i d  was on t h e  £ f o r  £ p r i n c i p l e ,  w h i l e  a s e t  a n n u a l  

g r a n t  w a s  p a i d  t o w a r d s  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  s a l a r y ^ .  T h i s  r e l i a n c e  on  

l o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e  r e m a i n e d  a f u n d a m e n t a l  p a r t  o f  Cape e d u c a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  t h a t  i s  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h e  number o f  g o v t ,  i ,ment  

a nd s t a t e - a i d e d  s c h o o l s  w e r e  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  

1863  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  n i n e t e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  w h o l e  

c o l o n y  o u t r i d e  o f  Cape T o w n ^ . In Cape Town i t s e l f  t h e r e  w e r e  

s i x t e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  and s t a t e - a i d e d  s c h o o l s  a s  a g a i n s t  f o r t y t h r e e  

u n a i d e d ^  K A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  u n a i d e d  s c h o o l s  w e r e  run by t h e  

v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s  and w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  u s u a l l y  i n  

t h e  f o r m o f  a s e p a r a t e  c l a s s r o o m ,  a l t h o u g h  some u s e d  t h e  c h a p e l  

i t s e l f .  The  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s c n o o l s  was  g e n e r a l l y  b a d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ' * 3 ' .  B u i l d i n g s  w e r e  o f t e n  t o o  s m a l l  and  

d e c r e p i t  w h i l s t  f u r n i s h i n g s  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t .

A r c h i t e c t u r a 1 l y  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  of  l i t t l e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t ,  

b e i n g  m e r e l y  a room o r  c o n v e r t e d  h o u s e .

The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  i s  t h e  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  C o l l e g e  B u i l d i n g  o f  1 8 4 1 .  T h i s  was  d e s i g n e d  by  C o l . L e w i s , 

R . E . ,  a nd t h e  R e v . Adamson,  t o  h o u s e  t h e  new S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o l l e g e ,
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w h i c h  had b e e n  o p e n e d  a s  an A t h e n a e u m  i n  18 29  and g i v e n  l o c a l  

s t a t u s  by  O r d i n a n c e  N o . 11 o f  1 8 3 7 .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  a s i d e  i s  t h a t  

t h e  c o l l e g e  was o r i g i n a l l y  f o u n d e d  a s  a c o mpany  w i t h  s h a r e h o l d e r s ^ .  

U n t i l  i t s  own b u i l d i n g  was  b u i l t ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  had f u n c t i o n e d  i n  t h e  

Orphan H o u s e .  The c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i e s  i n  i t s  u s e  

o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  s t y l e ,  b e i n g  o n e  o f  o n l y  t wo  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  

s t y l e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  The u s e  o f  t h i s  s t y l e  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h e  v o g u e  f o r  a number o f  e c l e c t i c  s t y l e s  i n  f a s h i o n  i n  B r i t a i n  

i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  and 1 8 4 0 ' s ^ . Why E g y p t i a n  was  c h o s e n  f o r  a 

s c h o o l  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d  b u t  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  i t  was  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  w i s d o m .  The d e t a i l  i s  c l e v e r l y  c o n t r i v e d  t o  a v o i d  a ny  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e m a n d i n g  b a t t e r i n g  o f  t h e  w a l l s  w h i c h  was  u s u a l l y  a 

p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  t h i s  s t y l e .  A l s o  i n  a t r u l y  f r u g a l  w a y ,  E g y p t i a n  

d e t a i l s  a r e  o n l y  u s e d  on i m p o r t a n t  f a c a d e s .  On p l a n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

c o n t a i n e d  a c e n t r a l  a s s e m b l y  h a l l  w i t h  t h r e e  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  

a l l  b e i n g  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m  two v e r a n d a h s  w h i c h  p a r t  e n c l o s e d  a 

c o u r t y a r d ) .  The a v e r a g e  e n r o l m e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was  f o r t y f i v e  

o o y s .

B i s h o p  G r a y ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  s aw  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  e a r n e s t  

a t t e m p t  by t h e  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a s e r i e s  

o f  s c h o o l s  t o  p r o v i d e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r a n g e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i ­

t i e s .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  

Grammar S c n o o l  n e x t  t o  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l  i n  1 8 5 0 .  The  

s c h o o l  h o u s e  was  d e s i g n e d  by  M c D o u g a l l  i n  t h e  Tudor  s t y l e  and was  

d o u b l e d  s t o r i e d , b e i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 5 ' x 3 0 '  ( 1 6 . 5  x 9 m e t r e s )  i n  

s i z e .  The b o y s ,  t o  t h e  number o f  a b o u t  1 0 0 ,  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B e l l  s y s t e m ^ '  i n  t h e  l a r g e  s c h o o l  r oom,  p r e s u m ­

a b l y  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  b e i n g  

f o r  t h e  m a s t e r .  The s c h o o l  was  d e m o l i s h e d  c . 1 9 0 2 .

The l a r g e s t  s e t  o f  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  u n d e r t a k e n  by B i s h o p  Gray was  

t h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e ,  a b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  o r i g i n a l l y  h e . ^ e d  a t  

B i s h o p s  C o u r t  ( t h e n  P r o t e a ) b u t  w h i c h  moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e  

h i  i 8 4 9 '  3 \  With t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  W o od l an d s  E s t a t e  i n  185 2  

b u i l d i n g  was  s t a r t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n s  s e n t  o u t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  

by W h i t e ,  an e m i n e n t  a r c h i t e c t ,  who was  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

r e c t o r ^ ^ . T h e s e  p l a n s  w e r e  b a s e d  on c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  had b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  by W h i t e ' l 3 y . The



m o d e l  s c h o o l  c h o s e n  b y  B i s h o p  G r a y  w a s  R a d  l e y  C o l l e g e ,  O x f o r d s h i r e .

The f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s i s t e d  of  t wo  b l o c k s  w h i c n  w e r e  s e t  o u t  i n  

an L - s h a p e .  T h e s e  c o n t a i n e d  a d o r m i t o r y  f o r  50  b o y s  i n  c u b i c l e s ,  

a m a s t e r ' s  r oo m,  a common r oom,  a v i c e  p r i n c i p a l ' s  r oom,  a 

p r e f e c t ' s  r o o m,  a c h a p e 1 , a l a r g e  s c h o o l r o o m ,  a v e s t i b u l e  and a 

room o v e r  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a l i b r a r y .  P e n k e t h  a c t e d  a s  t h e  s u p e r ­

v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t  o r  c l e r k  o f  w o r k s .  The b u i l d e r  was J a me s  A r n o l d .  

The b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 3 .  The y a r e  v e r y  much i n  t h e  

v e r y  d o m e s t i c  G o t h i c  s t y l e  t h e n  b e i n g  e v o l v e d  b y  W h i t e ,  w i t h  

s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s  a r t i c u l a t e d  o v e r  e a c h  e l e m e n t ^ ) .  The  

f e n e s t r a t i o n  o f  s m a l l  i m p o r t e d  c a s t - i r o n  c a s e m e n t  w i n d o w s  i s  

s e e m i n g l y  h a p h a z a r d  b u t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  

s i z e s  and f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  rooms b e h i n d .  In 1 8 6 2  f u r t h e r  accommo­

d a t i o n  was  a d d e d ,  m o s t  o f  i t  i n  a n o t h e r  w i n g  t o  c o m p l e t e  a U - s h a p e .  

W h i t e  was a g a i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d e t a i l s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  m o d i f i e d  by  H o gg ,  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t .  With a number  

o f  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  now known a s  

F o u n d e r ' s  Quad,  r e m a i n  t h e  o n l y  s e t  o f  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o l l e g i a t e  

G o t h i c  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  Cape.

The t h i r d  s c h o o l  i n i t i a t e d  by B i s h o p  Gray was  t h e  Lady G re y I n f a n t  

S c h o o l .  T h i s  s c h o o l  was  s i t u a t e d  o p p o s i t e  S t . G e o r g e ' s  Grammar 

S c h o o l . a p p r o x i m a t e l y  w h e r e  t h e  s t a t u e  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a  now s t a n d s .  

I t  was  b u i l t  i n  1857 t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  B u t t e r f i e l d  t o  p r o v i d e  

p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  F a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  B u t t e r f i e l d ' s  e a r l y  w o r k ,  

i t  p r o b a b l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two c l a s s r o o m s  o r  o n e  s u b d i v i d e d  room p l u s  

a n c i l l a r y  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  No p l a n s  s u r v i v e .  A l t h o u g h  c a l l e d  a 

' Mo s t  p e r f e c t  l i t t l e  b u i l d i n g '  b y  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  c r i t i c ^  ^ , h e  had  

some c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  l a r g e  w i n d o w s ,  w h i c h  c a u s e d  g l a r e ,  and t h e  

h i g h  p i t c h e d  r o o f  w h i c h  t r a n s m i t t e d  h e a t .

The o n l y  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  o f  n o t e  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i f  t h e  

P a a r l  Gymnasium.  T h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  was  s t a r t e d  i n  18 5 8  by  

Ds .  van L i n g e n  as an i n d e p e n d e n t  D u t c h  l a n g u a g e  s c h o o l  w h i c h  w o u l d  

p r o v i d e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' 1 8 ' .  The f r o n t  r a n g e  o f  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  s e e m t o  d a t e  from c . 1 8 6 8 ^ 9 ' and c o n s i s t  

o f  s i x  c l a s s r o o m s  and t wo  r e s i d e n c e s .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  s t y l e .  I t  i s  s e t  o u t  a s  a c e n t r a l  b l o c k  

w i t h  a t o w e r  and i s  f l a n k e d  by t h e  w i n g s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d ,  on  t h e



f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  two r e s i d e n c e s .  A c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  r e s i d e n c e s  i s  

b y  e x t e r n a l  s t a i r c a s e s .  The b u i l d i n g  c o s t  1 5 , 0 0 0 ,  a c o n s i d e r a b l e

sum t h e n .

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , t h e  s c h o o l  d e r i v e s  i t s  c h i e f  c ha rm f r o m  t h e  

e c c e n t r i c  u s e  o f  E g y p t i a n  m o t i f s  I t  i s  b y  no  m eans  a p u r e  p i e c e  

o f  r e v i v a l i s m .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  d e s i g n  was  by  D s .  van  

L i n g e n  h i m s e l f ( 2 0 ) . The  r e a r  c e n t r e  w i n g  i s  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  m a m  

b l o c k ,  p r o b a b l y  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 8 7 4  .

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  : o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o l l e g e  

f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c o m p l e t e l y  s e p a r a t e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

c o l l e g e  s c h o o l  s o  t h a t  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  be  

b e t t e r  s e r v e d .  T h i s  vas a c h i e v e d  by o b t a i n i n g  a g r a n t  o f  t h e  o l d  

s l a v e  l o d g e  a n d  i t s  g r o u n d s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  b u i l d i n g  

H e r e  a new s c h o o l  and r e s i d e n c e s  were b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 4 ,  u s i n g  i n  p a r t  

t h e  o l d  C l a v e  M a s t e r ' s  H o u s e ^ ) .  I n i t i a l l y  a h e a d m - . s t e r ' s  h o u s e ,  

s c h o o l r o o m  and d o r m i t o r y  w e r e  b u i l t .  The  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h i s  

b u i l d i n g  w as  S t o n e s t r e e t ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  b e i n g  T . u . C .  I n g l e s b e y .  The  

b u i l d i n g  i s  v e r y  p l a i n l y  f i n i s h e d ,  e co n o m y  b e i n g  t h e  e s s e n c e .  I t  

i s  c h i e f l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by  t h e  b r o a d  h o o d m o u l d i n g s  t o  t h e  w in d ow s  

and i t s  b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s .  On p l a n  and i n  d e t a i l ,  t h e  j u n c t i o n  b e ­

t w e e n  t h e  new work and o l d  i s  s o m e wh a t  a wk war d.  The m a i n  c l a s s ­

room i s  a w e l l  l i t  s p a c e  w i t h  a s h a p e d ,  b o a r d e d  c e i l i n g .  The  

o t h e r  c l a s s r o o m  i s  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  ( c . 1 8 9 0 ) .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 6 7 8 -  

1 8 7 9 ,  a new p h y s i c s  b l o c k  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  c h i e f l y  w i t h  money  

g i v e n  b y  M r s .  J a m i s o n ^ ) .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  now t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  

o f  t h e  L i t t l e  T h e a t r e ,  was  d e s i g n e d  by G r e a v e s ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  

A r c h i t e c t ,  who was  t h e n  w o r k i n g  on t h e  new H o u s e s  o f  F u r l  l a m e n t .  

The b u i l d i n g  h a s  a number o f  f e a t u r e s  i n  common w i t h  i t s  l a r g e r  

c o u s i n  down G o v e r n m e n t  A v e n u e ,  and i t  s e e m s  t h a t  G r e a v e s  u s e d  i t  

p a r t l y  a s  an  e x p e r i m e n t  t o  t r y  o u t  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  r e d  b r i c k  

and p l a s t e r e d  d e c o r a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  he  was  t o  u s e  on  t h e  

P a r l i a m e n t  b u i l d i n g .  No r e c o r d  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r n a l  p l a n n i n g

r e m a i n s .

The H u g u e n o t  S e m i n a r y  a t  W e l l i n g t o n  was  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 7 2  by t h e  

R e v.  Andrew Murray t o  p r o v i d e  a C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  home f o r



y o u n g  g i r l s .  M o d e l l e d  on Mount  H o l l y o k e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

i t s  m a i n  a im  was  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  f a r m e r ' s  d a u g h t e r s .

T h e r e  was  a b u i l d i n g  i n  e x i s t e n c e  when t h e  s i t e  was  b o u g n t  i n  

1 8 7 4  and t h i s  became known a s  t h e  ' W h i t e  H o u s e '  i t  had

l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r e t e n s i o n s .  The f i r s t  

b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  s e m i n a r y  was  t h e  Mur ra y K a i l ,  c o m p l e u u d  

i n  1 8 7 5 .  I t  i s  a s i m p l e  s y m m e t r i c a l  b u i l d i n g  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  w i t h  a l o w - p i t c h e d  r u o f  a nd  two g a b l e d  w i n g s 1^6 ^. In 

1 8 8 1 ,  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n s t i t u t e  was l a i d .  C o m p l e t e d  

i n  1 8 8 3 ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  had an H - s h a p e  p l a n  w i t h  a c l o c k  t c w e r  o v e r  

t h e  e n t r a n c e .  I t  was  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a l o c a l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  

' I t a l i a n a t e '  s t y l e  t h a t  was  f a s h i o n a b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h i s  c o n s i s t ­

e d o f  b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s ,  h e a v y  q u o i n s ,  and l a r g e  a r c h i t r a v e s  a r o u n d  

t h e  w i n d o w s .  A l l  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  was  i n  c e m e n t  r e n d e r .  The  

a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was  p o s s i b l y  F r e e m a n .  The  n e x t  b u i l d ­

i n g  t o  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  was t h e  Goodnow H a l l ,  named a f t e r  an  A m e r i c a n  

b e n e f a c t o r  o f  t h e  s e m i n a r y .  B a s i c a l l y  a l a r g e  v o l u m e  w i t h  two  

s t a i r c a s e  w i n g s ,  i t  was d e s i g n e d  by Mr. G o o d n o w ' s  a r c h i t e c t ^ ) .  

F i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 8 6 ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c r i b e  i t  t o  a n y  s t y l e ,  b e i n g  

c h i e f l y  n o t e w o r t h y  f o r  i t s  h e a v y  c o r n i c e ,  r o u n d h e a d e d  w i nd o ws  and  

f l a t  b a n ds  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  ' R o m a n e s q u e '  i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  

h i s t o r i c a l  l a b e l .  The l a s t  V i c t o r i a n  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  

t h e  Cunmi ngs  H a l l ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 9 8 .  I t  i s  much mo r e  G o t h i c  a nd  

A m e r i c a n  G o t h i c  a t  t h a t ,  b e i n g  i n  s t o n e  and s y r r m e t r i c a l  w i t h  d e e p l y  

p i t c h e d  r o o f s .

The  V i c t o r i a  C o l l e g e ,  a s  i t  be c am e i n  1 3 8 7 ,  e v o l v e d  f r o m  t h e  a r t s  

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  S t e l l e n b o s c h  g y m n a s i u m .  T h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  was  

f o u n d e d  i n 1 8 7 4  and was i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  A : t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  

1881 . I t s  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  wa s  s t a r t e d  i n  1 8 8 0  and c o m p l e t e d

s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r .  The a r c h i t e c t  w a s  0 . 0 .  H a g e r .  The accommo­

d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  q u i t e  l a v i s h ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  

t wo  l a r g e  h a l l s  and e i g h t  r e t i r i n g  rooms  f o r  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  t h e  

f r o n t  b l o c k ,  w i t h  e i g h t  l a r g e  rooms f o r  c h e m i s t r y  a nd p h y s i c s  i n  

t h e  r i g h t  w i n g ,  and rooms f o r  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  C l a s s i c s ,  E n g l i s h  and

Modern L a n g u a g e s .  The c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y  a nd s e n a t e  w e r e  i n  t h e  l e f t  
( 29 )

w i n g '  T h e s e  two w i n g s  a r e  p l a c e d  s y m m e t r i c a l l y  on e i t h e r

s i d e  o f  t h e  t a l l e r ,  more p r o m i n e n t  c e n t r e  b l o c k  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  has  

an a t t a c h e d  p o r t i c o .  The s t y l e  u s e d  f o r  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  a f orm



o f  t h e  N e o - C l a s s i c a l  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r e  b l o c k  b e i n g  b a s i c a l l y  a 

h e x a s t y l e  t e m p l e  f r o n t  w i t h  C o r i n t h i a n  o r d e r s .  A c u r i o u s  a s p e c t  

o f  t h e  f r o n t  i s  t h e  d o u b l e  t i e r  o f  p i l a s t e r s ,  t h e  l o w e r  o n e s  m a t c h ­

i n g  t h e  d e t a c h e d  c o l u m n s  s u p p o r t i n g  t n e  p o r t i c o  w h i l s t  t h e  u p p e r  

o n e s  s i t  on t h e  h e a v y  s t r i n g  c o u r s e  t h a t  d i v i d e s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

h o r i z o n t a l l y .  The  s i d e  b l o c k s  a r e  a l m o s t  b i s e c t e d  by a s i m i l a r  

f o r m  o f  s t r i n g  c o u r s e .

The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 3 7 0 ' s  l e d  i n  1 8 3 2  t o  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  

two i m r '  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The f i r s t  was  a s e t  o f  

amem a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ' ^ ' .  The s e c o n d  w a s  t h e  L o c a l

Works A^c ( A c t  N o . 11 o f  1 8 8 2 ) .  The  amended r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  

f o r  g r a n t s  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o r  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s .

T h i s  a i d  c o u l d  b e  c l a i m e d  f o r  s c h o o l  r o o m s , r e s i d e n c e s  f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  

d o r m i t o r i e s  and c l a s s r o o m s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s ^  \  The  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  £ f o r  £ s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  w h i l s t  n o t  mo r e  t h a n  £ 1 , 0 0 0  

w o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  f o r  a s i n g l e  p r o j e c t .  The  L o c a l  Works A c t  

p r o v i d e d  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  l e n d i n g  o f  t h e  m o n e y , p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  b e i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l o a n s .  One o f  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  l o a n s  was  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  and  

p l a n s  o f  a l l  p r o p o s e d  s c h o o l s  m u s t  be  s u b j e c t  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  

a p p r o v a l - 3 2 ) .  In p r a c t i s e  t h i s  l e d  t o  a l l  new w o r k s  b e i n g  

s c r u t i n i s e d  and p a s s e d  by t h e  P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e n t ,  who i n  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t - G e n e r a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  a p p e a r  

t o  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  a s e t  o f  c r i t e r i a  t o  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

s c h o o l s  had t o  c o n f o r m .  T h i s  o f  c o u r s e  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  a f o r m  

o f  s t a n d a r d i s e d  p l a n .  Howe ver  t h i s  p l a n ,  i t  s e e m s , was  o n l y  g i v e n  

a f o r m a l  s h a p e  i n  1 8 9 7 ,  when i t  b e c a me  known a s  p l a n  No . T.

In a l l  m i x e d  s c h o o l s  and i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s u b u r b a n  and r u r a l  

s c h o o l s ,  t h e  p l a n  t o o k  t h e  f o rm  o f  a s i n g l e - s t o r i e d  U - s h a p e .  The  

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was a l a r g e  h a l l  o r  c l a s s r o o m ,  o f t e n  s u o -  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  two b y  me ans  o f  s l i d i n g  d o o r s .  T h i s  room s e r v e d  a s  

t h e  a s s e m b l y  h a l l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  In t h e  two w i n g s  w e r e  a number  

o f  c l a s s r o o m s , u s u a l l y  two b u f  o f t e n  m o r e .  A c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  rooms  

was b y  me ans  o f  v e r a n d a h s .  A l l  t h i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  move away  

f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l r o o m  t o  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s r o o m s ^ ' 3 ' .  S c h o o l s  a l w a y s  

had t wo  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e s ,  o n e  f o r  b o y s  a nd  o n e  f o r  g i r l s ,  who  

w e r e  t a u g h t  s e p a r a t e l y  and e v e n  p l a y e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  s u b - d i v i d e d  

p l a y  g r o u n d s ^ ' .  The a b l u t i o n s  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a s m a l l  b l o c k
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s i t u a t e d  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  f ro m t h e  s c h o o l . The same p l a n  

f o r m w i t h o u t  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  was  a l s o  u s e d  f o r  s i n g l e  s e x  h i g h  

s c h o o l s .  O f t e n ,  when econ omy  was  n e c e s s a r y ,  o n l y  a p o r t i o n ,  

u s u a l l y  an L - s i i d p c d  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  was  b u i l t  f i r s t ^ 3 5 .̂

Much a t t e n t i o n  was  p a i d  t o  v e n t i l a t i o n  and l i g h t i n g ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  

room u s u a l l y  b e i n g  t o p p e d  by an e l a b o r a t e  a r c h i t e c t u a l l y  t r e a t e d  

v e n t i l a t o r  cum f l e c h e ,  w h i l e  t h e  s i d e  rooms had b u i l t - i n  v e n t i l a t ­

o r s .  Windows w e r e  l a r g e  and o f  t h e  s a s h  u y p e .  The c e n t r a l  room 

was s p e c i a l l y  l i t ,  u s u a l l y  by c l e r e  s t o r e y  w i n d o w s  o v e r  t h e  

v e r a n d a h .  No f o rm  o f  h e a t i n g  was  p r o v i d e d .  The e a r l i e s t  

e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  p l a n  d a t e  f r om  c . 1 8 9 0  a nd i t  was  s t i l l  i n  u s e  i n  

t h e  l a t e  1 9 0 0 ' s ' ^ ' .  T h i s  was  n o t  t h e  o n l y  p l a n  f o rm  and a 

number o f  s c h o o l s  s t i l l  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  a s  h a l l s  

e v e n  e a r l y  i n t o  t h i s  c e n t u r y .

The  e x t e r n a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  t r e n d  o f  

t h e  t i m e s  a l t h o u g h ,  t y p i c a l l y  V i c t o r i a n ,  t h e y  a l l  f o l l o w  t h e  same  

p a t t e r n  o f  d e v o t i n g  t h e  m o s t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n .  

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t e d  by  t h e  two f r o n t  g a b l e s  va^ 

s e i z e d  upon and t h e s e  w e r e  e l a b o r a t e d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p u r s e  o f  t h e  

l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e  a l l o w e d .

Mo nt ag u S c h o o l ,  d e s i g n e d  i n  1 8 9 3  by G.M. A l e x a n d e r ,  h a r p s  b a c k  t o  

t h e  c o l l e g i a t e  G o t h i c  o f  t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y  w i t h  i t s  p o i n t e d  w i n d o w s ,  

b u t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c a s t  i r o n  C u l u m s ,  s p e a k  

o f  t  he  e x u b e r a n t  n i n e t i e s .  The s c h o o l  a t  S o m e r s e t  S t r a n d  

c . 1 8 9 3 ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w i t h  t h e  t h e n  f a s h i o n a b l e  F l e m i s h  

g a b l e s , a n d  m i r r o r s  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  away f r om  G o t h i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

W o r c e s t e r  B oy s  S c h o o l  by W. B l a c k  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  on a s t a n d a r d  

p l a n ,  i s  a much more  f a s h i o n a b l e  b u i l d i n g  t h a n  m o s t .  The  f i n i s h e o  

s c h o o l  d i f f e r s  f ro m t h e  i n i t i a l  d r a w i n g s  by h a v i n g  a t o w e r  o v e r  o n e  

e n t r a n c e  and a t u r r e t  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d o m e s t i c  

f a s h i o n s  o f  t h e  d a y .  A l l  t h i s  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  

' F r e e  R e n a i s s a n c e 1 s t y l e  w i t h  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d a r k  r e d  b a c k g r o u n d  

( f a c e b r i c k ? )  w i t h  many s t r i n g  c o u r s e s ,  q u o i n i n g ,  g a b l e  m o u l d i n g s ,  

m i n i a t u r e  p e d i m e n t s  and b a l l  f i n i a l s .

N a p i e r  S c h o o l ,  b u i l t  i n  1 90 7  r e p r e s e n t s  a mo r e  s o b e r  r e t u r n  t o  

p l a i n  s u r f a c e s  w i t h  d e c o r a t i o n  c o n f i n e d  t o  wi nd ow s u r r o u n d s .
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O r n a m e n t a l  g a b l e s  w e r e  no l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  h a s  t r a c e d  t h e  c h a n g e ,  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

f r o m  a s i m p l e  s c h o o l r o o m  t o  t h e  f i n a l  e v o l u t i o n  c . 1 8 9 0  o f  an 

a p p r o p r i a t e  l o c a l  f o rm.  H er e  t h e  m a i n  d e s i g n  c r i t e r i a  w e r e  

f u n c t i o n a l  o n e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a d e q u a t e  l i g h t  and a i r .  

T h i s  r e f l e c t s  a s i m i l a r  c o n c e r n  i n  B r i t a i n ' ' 7 . ' h e r e  was a l s o  

t h e  move t o w a r d s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  mor e  d i v e r s e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  A l l  

t h i s  w a s ,  v e r y  t y p i c a l l y ,  c l o t h e d  i n  w h a t  was  f e l t  t o  be  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a mo un t  o f  s t y l e .  H o w e v e r ,  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t y p e  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o l l e g i a t e  f o r m a t  r e m a i n e d  t h e  

d e s i r e d  model  t  h r o u g h o u t  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .
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C r i A P T L R  E I G H T .  P U B L I C  AiJu l d M M E R C I A l  d U I U U G S .

'THE ARCHITECT, IN THE COURSE OF PIS CAREER, IS  CALLED UPON TO 

ERECT BUILDINGS FOR EVERY CONCEIVABLE PURPOSE, MOST OF THEM 

ADAPTED TO REQUIREMENTS WHICH HAVE NEVER BEFORE ARISEN IN 

HISTORY’

Tne o p e n i n g  d e c a d e  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n  d o e s  n o t  s e em  t o  be  

m ar ke d by  a l a r g e  amount  o f  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  C a p e .  P u b l i c  

m o n e y ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e r e  was  n o t  m uc h ,  was  d e v o t e d  mor e  t o  t h e  r oa d  

and o a s s  b u i l d i n g  pr og ra mme .  The p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  

e r e c t e d  w e r e  s m a l l  and n o t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  p r e t e n t i o u s .  A P o r t  

O f f i c e  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  t h e  new n o r t h  j e t t y  i n  1 8 4 3 - 1 8 4 5 .  I t  

was  h a l f  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  s l o p e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  B r e e  S t r e e t  a nd  c o n ­

t a i n e d  t h e  P o r t  C a p t a i n ' s  o f f i c e s  and a c o u r t  - oom on t h e  u p p e r  

f l o o r ,  w h i l s t  i n  t h e  l o w e r  s e m i - b a s e m e n t  was a b o a t  h o u s e  and  

m e s s e n g e r s '  d w e l l i n g .  In e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  was  r u s t i ­

c a t e d  up t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  a r c h  s p r i n g i n g .  The  a r c h e s ,  t h o u g h  

g i v e n  a c l a s s  c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  k e y s t o n e  and v o u s s o i r s ,  w e r e  

a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  c e n t r e d  o f  a T ud o r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  

was  v e r y  s i m p l y  t r e a t e d , b e i n g  c o n t a i n e d  b e t w e e n  s t r i n g  c o u r s e s .

A s i m p l e  c o r n i c e  c a p p e d  by  a l o w s t e p p e d  g a b l e ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  

h i d e  t h e  l ow p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  e l e v a t i o n .  T h i s  d e s i g n  

was  p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ' s  o f f i c e  a nd  was  p r o b a b l y  by  

C o l . M i c h e l  1 h i m s e l f .  A n o t h e r  b u i l d i n a  — a n a t i n g  f ro m t h e  C i v i l  

E n g i n e e r ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w< p u b l i c  o f f i c e s ,  G e o r g e ,

d a t e d  1 8 4 4 .  The d r a w i n g  s h o ws  w h a t  was h a r d l y  more  t h a n  an  

o r d i n a r y  h o u s e ,  d i g n i f i e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a p o r c h  i n  t h e  

c l a s s i c a l  i d i o m ,  w i t h  b a s e ,  c o l u m n ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  and p e d i m e n t .

A l l  t h i s  a p p e a r s  s om ewh a t  c l u m s y  a s  dr a wn .  T h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e  e v e n  l e s s  p r e t e n t i o u s  c u s t o m  h o u s e  a t  S i m o n s t n w n ,  t h e  d r a w i n g  

f o r  w h i c h  i s  d a t e d  1 8 4 3 ,  show t h e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  n e e d s  and t h e r e f o r e  

s c o p e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .

In t h i s  v e i n  t h e  T o ! 1- H o u s e  a t  S i m o n s t o w n  d a t e d  1 83 5  and d e s i g n e d  

by F.  H o pe ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ,  i s  a c h a r m i n g  p i e c e  o f  

' G o t h i c ' .  O b v i o u s l y  d e r i v e d  f ro m a p a t t e r n  b o o k ,  i t  i s  an e x a m p l e  

o f  t h e  e c l e c t i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  t i m e .

In t h e  E l l i o t  c o l l e c t i o n  t n e r e  e x i s t s  a p h o t o g r a p h  o f  a p e r s p e c t i v e



w h i c h  i s  t i t l e d  ' A s s e m b l y  rooms f o r  Cape T o w n ' . 1 8 4 4 .  The s i t e  i s  

a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  P a r a d e .  The  b u i l d i n g  

p r o p o s e d  i s  v e r y  l a r g e  by c o n t e m p o r a r y  Cape  s t a n d a r d s , c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and s u c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  

a s  a b a n k  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r .  The  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  i s  v e r y  up t o  d a t e  and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  a l a t e r  d a t e ,

p r o b a b l y  t h e  l a t e r  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  i s  mor e  l i k e l y .  N o t h i n g  i s  known a b o u t
( 2 1

t h e  a u t h o r  o r  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n ^  ' .

The l a c k  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  commer­

c i a l  w o r l d ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  b ey o nd  a b i t  o f  r e f u r b i s h i n g  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  a t t e m p t e d .  L e v i c k s  S h e r m a n ' s  p r e m i s e s  w e r e  m o d e r n i s e d  i n  1 8 4 6 .  

E x t e r n a l l y  t h i s  t o o k  t h e  f o r m o f  r u s t i c a t i n g  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  

g i v i n g  k e y s t o n e s  t o  t h e  w i nd o ws  and e m p h a s i s i n g  t h e  v o u s s o i r s  t o  t h e  

a r c h  a b o v e  t h e  mai n d o o r .  The r a t h e r  f l a t  q u o i n i n g  was  c a r r i e d  up 

t o  t h e  s m a l l  c o r n i c e  w i t h  i t s  s o l i d  p a r a p e t .  The c e n t r e  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o r n i c e  was  b r a c k e t e d .  In i t s  m o d e s t  w a y ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  s hows  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  move away f r o m  f l a t  f a c a d e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  r i c h e r  

p l a s t i c  e f f e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  t o  b e c o me  t y p i c a l  l a t e r .

H a m i l t o n  R o s s ' s  A d d e ^ l e y  S t r e e t  p r e m i s e s ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  r e p r e s e n t  

e i t h e r  a new b u i l d i n g s  o r  s u c h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  r e - b u i l d i n g  a s  t o  make  

l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e .  The b u i l d i n g  was  o f  t h r e e  f l o o r s ,  a r a r i t y  a t  

t h e  t i m e .  I t  was  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  b a y s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  one  

p r o j e c t i n g  s l i g h t l y  a s  w e r e  t h e  p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  a t  t h e  e n d .  The  

g r o u n d  f l o o r  w i t h  i t s  l a r g e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  o p e n i n g  was  t r e a t e d  a s  a 

o a s e  w i t h  a s t r o n g l y  mo ul de d s t r i n g  c o u r s e  a b o v e .  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  

wi n d o w s  c o n t a i n e d  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l a r g e  s h e e t s  o f  g l a s s  s e t  w i t h i n  a 

V e n e t i a n  f r a m e .  The u p pe r  w i n d o w s , w h i c h  w e r e  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  G e o r g i a n  

f a s h i o n , w e r e  c a s e m e n t s .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  w in d o w s  had s m a l l  a r c h i ­

t r a v e s  t o p p e d  by a t y p e  o f  h ood  m o u l d i n g  w h i l s t  t h e  s q u a r e , s e c o n d  

f l o o r  w i n d o w s  had o n l y  t h e  s m a l l  a r c h i t r a v e .  A l l  t h i s  was  t o p p e d  

oy  a c o r n i c e  and a b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  s o l i d  p a n e l s  o v e r  t h e  

e n d s  a n d  c e n t r e .  I t  was a l t o g e t h e r  a r a t h e r  c o n f u s e d  and s o m e ­

w h a t  awkward c o m p o s i t i o n  b u t  a g a i n  s t r o n g l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  move  

t o w a r d s  m o r e  v i g o r o u s  m o d e l l i n g  and i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  an  a t t e m p t  t o  

i n t r o d u c e  l a r g e r  wi nd ows  a t  g r o u n d  l e v e l .

A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r om  L e v i c k  S h e r m a n s ,  on  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r ,  

was t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  Bank.  O r i g i n a l l y  an 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  h o u s e ,  i t  

a l s o  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a c e r t a i n  amount c f  m o d e r n i s a t i o n  i n  t h e
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1 8 4 0 ‘ s .  In t h i s  c a s e  t h e  w i n d o w s  w e r e  l e f t  u n t o u c h e d  b u t  b r a c k e t ­

ed c o r n i c e  h o o d s  w e r e  p l a c e d  a b o v e  t h e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  d o o r s  and a 

t h i n  a r c h i t r a v e  r a n  a r o u n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i n d o w .  The  

v e r y  s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t r a l  b a y  was  e m p h a s i s e d  by  s ome  v e r y  

t h i n  b r a c k e t s  i n  t h e  f t  e z e  b e l o w  t h e  c o r n i c e .  I t  was a l t o g e t h e r  

a r a t h e r  a m a t e u r i s h  e f f o r t .

A l l  t h e s e  e x a m p l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  l a c k  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a l e n t  i n  

Cape Town a t  t h e  t i m e .  B e f o r e  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  

1 8 5 0 ‘ s ,  a b r i e f  r e s u m e  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  com­

m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  B r i t a i n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  t h i s  i s ,  a s  m i g h t  

be e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s i n g l e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  mi d  c e n t u r y  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .

E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  B r i t a i n  had t e n u e d  

t o  be  p s e u d o - d o m e s t i c  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and u s u a l l y  u n o s t e n t a t i o u s ^ ' \  

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r e s t i g e  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  

G e o r g i a n  t i m e s ^ ) .  Wi th  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  a nd  t h e  

g a t h e r i n g  p a c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,  t h e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  

m e r c h a n t  c l a s s  g r e w .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  l e d  t o  a d e s i r e  f o r  a l a v i s h  

p u b l i c  d i s p l a y  w h i c h ,  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  be ca me  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  an  

e l a b o r a t e  f a c a d e .  The  h i s t o r i c  s t y l e  de emed m o s t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  

t h i s  wa s  t h e  I t a l i a n  p a l a z z o  s t y l e  a s  f i r s t  u s e d  by S i r  C h a r l e s  

B a r r y  on t h e  R e fo rm  C l ub  ( 1 8 4 0 )  and T r a v e l l e r s  C l ub  ( 1 8 3 2 )  ̂ \
T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  e x e r c i s e d  an e n o r mo us  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  

w o r l d t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  b e i n g  f o u n d  i n  t h e  a n a l o g y  b e t w e e n  

t h e  r i c h  m e r c h a n t  c l a s s  o f  F l o r e n c e ,  f o r  whom t h e  o r i g i n a l s  w e r e  

b u i l t ,  a nd t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  m e r c h a n t  c l a s s .

In s h o p  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e  d i c h o t o m y  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  l a r g e  

w i n d o w s  and t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s o l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s t y l e ,  p r o d u c e d  a e s t h e t i c  

d i l e m m a s  w h i c h  e x e r c i s e d  "h e  m i n d s  o f  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r  d e c a d e s  t o  

c o me .  T h i s  was  e s p e c i a l l y  a c c e n t u a t e d  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 5 0 ' s  a f t e r  

t h e  r e p e a l  o f  g l a s s  t a x  i n  1 8 5 1 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  ' P a l a z z o '  s t y l e  

was f e l t  t o  be  b o t h  p r a c t i c a l  and m o n u m e n t a l . I t  was  t e r m e d  by

F e r g u s s o n  a s  t h e  'common s e n s e '  s t y l e ,  a l l o w i n g  a s  i t  d i d ,  n o t  

b e i n g  a ' p u r e '  s t y l e ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l a t i t u d e  i n  i t s  h a n d l i n g  ' \  

I t  was  a l s o  a v e r y  a d a p t a b l e  s t y l e  a l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  mo r e  r u n - o f - t h e -  

m i l l  b u i l d i n g s ,  a l a r g e  u s a g e  o f  t h e  s y n t h e t i c  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  

f l o o d e d  o n t o  t h e  m a r k e t  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y .  T h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a l l o w e d

I L L . 1 3 3



t h e  g a u d y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a s t r y  t o  be  a c h i e v e d  a t  a l o w e r  c o s t .  In  

t h e  b e s t  b u i l d i n g s , h r w e v e r ,  no e x p e n s e  was  s p a r e d  and o n l y  g oo d  

m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  u s e d .

The N a t i o n a l  Ba nk ,  G l a s g o w  C 8 4 7 - 1 8 4 9 ) ,  a nd t h e  I m p e r i a l  A s s u r a n c e  

o f f i c e  ( 1 8 4 6 - 1 8 4 8 ) ,  b o t h  by J .  G i b s o n ,  a r e  g o o d  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  

s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  The c o r n e r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

1 ' t t e r  b u i l d i n g  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d .  A u h i r d  m p l e ,  H e y w o o d ' s  Ba nk ,  

M a n c h e s t e r  ( 1 8 4 8 - 1 8 4 9 ) ,  by J . E .  G r e g a n ,  i s  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  w h i c h  

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  Cape Town w i l l  be  shown t o  h a v e  

a f f i n i t i e s .

I t  was  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  b u i l d i n g  

was g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  o v e r  t h e  harmony o f  t h e  g r o u p .  A l s o  d u r i n g  

t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  a way wa s  e v o l v e d  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  g r o u n d  

f l o o r  g l a s s  a r e a s  by  u s i n g  c o n t i n u o u s  a r e a d i n g .  A n o t h e r  m e t h o d  

was  t o  t r e a t  them e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e l y  b y  s e t t i n g  t he m w i t h i n  t h e  

f r a m e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and s t a r t i n g  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  

a b o v e  t h i s .

The u s e  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  Q u i n c e n t o  P a l a c e  mo de l  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  by  

H i t c h c o c k  a s  a ' p r i m e  V i c t o r i a n  s t y l i s t i c  symbol  o f  e m o t i o n a l  

e x p r e s s i o n ' ^ , a l l o w i n g  much g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m  f o r  a d a p t i o n  t h a n  

f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  a l l o w e d  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t s .

When we t u r n  t o  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Cape  

Town,  i t  w i l l  be  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  ' P a l a z z o '  s t y l e  a r r i v e d  c o m p a r a t i v e ­

l y  l a t e ,  a p p e a r i n g  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s and o n l y  f u l l y  a s  

t h e  a c c e p t e d  s t y l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  I 8 6 0 ' s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t l y  d u e  t o

e c o 1 m i c  r e a s o n s  and p a r t l y  d u e  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  c . 1 8 6 0 ,  o f  a number  

o f  new a r c h i t e c t s ^  e q u i p p e d ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  w i t h  mo r e  u p - t o - d a t e  

m i n u t e  i d e a s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  s c a l e  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  n o n e  g o i n g  

a b o v e  t h r e e  f l o o r s ,  d i d  n o t  s t r a i n  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  a s  i t  was t e n d 1ng  

t o  do  i n  t h e  more  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c e n t r e s ,  n o r  d i d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  

l a r g e  g l a s s  a r e a s  n e e d  t o  be  t a c k l e d  t h e n .  T h i s  was  a g a i n  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  i m p o r t e d  p l a t e  g l a s s ,  p o o r  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  

s p a n n i n g  o p e n i n g s  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b r i g h t e r  s u n l i g h t  a c t u a l l y  

d i d  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  l a r g e r  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y  w , . . d o w s ; l v ^.

T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e  Cape  Comme rc ia l  

Ba nk ,  b u i l t  c . 1 8 5 3 ,  p r o b a b l y  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  P e n k e t h  and C a l v e r t ,



d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  vacuum i n t o  w h i c h  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o m m e r i c a l  

b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h i s  t i m e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  d r i f t e d .  B a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  

was s t i l l  t h e  f l a t  G e o r g i a n  f a c a d e ,  b u t  h e r e  t h e  d e s i g n  f o r  r i c h e r  

e f f e c t s  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  h e a v y  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t e  c o c h e r e  w i t h  

b a l u s t r a d e .  The f a c a d e  l a c k s  t h e  u s u a l  s u b t l e  p r o p o r t i o n i n g  o f  

i t s  G e o r g i a n  a n c e s t o r s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  u s u a l  d i m i n ­

i s h i n g  o f  w i n d o w  v o i d s .

S au l  S o l o m o n ' s  p r i n t i n g  h o u s e  i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  a l s o  d a t e d  

f r om  c .  1 8 5 5 ,  and was  a c o m p o s i t e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a h o u s e  and s t o r e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  u n i f i e d .  In b o t h  c a s e s ,  a l l  t h e s e  o p e n i n g s  w e r e  

r o u n d - h e a d e d ,  t h e  o n e s  t o  t h e  s t o r e  o r  w o r k s  b e i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  p l a i n  

w h i l s t  t h o s e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w e r e  g i v e n  h e a v y  m o u l d i n g s .  S m o o t h l y  

r u s t i c a t e d  p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  r an up t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and 

d i v i d e d  t h e  w o r k s  f rom t h e  h o u s e .  A h e a v i l y  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  

a nd p a r a p e t  r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  two b u i l d i n g s .

Thomson and W a t s o n s ,  n e x t  d o o r ,  w o u l d  a l s o  s ee m  t o  d a t e  f rom t h e  

l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  b u t  i s  a c r u d e r  d e s i g n .  The c e n t r e  b ay  i s  s l i g h t l y  

r e c e s s e d  h a v i n g  a p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t e  c o c h e r e  w i t h  a t r i p l e  r o u n d -  

h e a d e d  w in d ow  a b o v e .  The  end b a y s  h a v e  s i n g l e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  

o p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  g i v e n  a r a t h e r  f l a t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  k e y ­

s t o n e  and v o u s s o i r s .  I t  i s  c a p p e d  by a h e a v y  b u t  s i m p l e  c o r n i c e .  

The v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s  h a v e  a s o m e wh a t  u n e a s y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o n e  t o  

t h e  o t h e r .

P o s s i b l e  t h e  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  

c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  ( i t  c o s t  £ 6 , 3 0 0 ) ,  was  t h e  p r e m i s e s  

o f  J .  L o n g ,  a l s o  i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t .  W. K o h l e r  was  t h e  a r c h i ­

t e c t .  The b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  t h r e e - s t o r e y e d  w a r e n o u s e  

o f  t h e  t i m e  w i t h  r o u n d - h e a d e d  o p e n i n g s .  T h e s e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a c e n ­

t r a l  d o o r  and two w i nd o ws  p e r  f l o o r .  T h i s  was  e q u a l  i n  h e i g h t  t o  

t h e  a d j a c e n t  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  h o u s e  cum o f f i c e s .  T h i s  h o u s e  was a l s o  

t h r e e  b a y e d  a nd  s t r o n g l y  d i v i d e d  h o r i z o n t a l l y  w i t h  a b r a c k e t e d  

e n t a b l a t u r e  o v e r  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  The s i d e  w i nd o w s  w e r e  f r a me d i n  

h e a v y  r u s t i c a t i o n  w i t h  l a r g e  k e y s t o n e s  p r o j e c t i n g  up i n t o  t h e  s t r i n g  

c o u r s e .  R u s t i c a t e d  p i l a s t e r s  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  w e r e  c o n t i n u e d  

i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w h e r e  t h e  t h r e e  w i nd o w s  w e r e  p e d i m e n t e d ,  t h e  

c e n t r e  o n e  b e i n g  s e m i - c i r c u l a r .  A s t r o n g  c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t  

u n i t e d  t h e  t wo  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  was  an a c c o m p l i s h e d  d e s i g n .
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223.

A s m a l l e r  and l e s s  a m b i t i o u s  d e s i g n  was  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o n e  a way  from  

L o n g ' s .  H e r e  t h e  t h r e e  b a y  f r o n t  was  a g a i n  di  n’ d e d  h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  

t h e  d o o r w a y  b e i n g  f r a me d by  p r o j e c t i n g  c o l u m n s  and t o p p e d  by  an  

e n t a b l a t u r e  and s e m i - c i r c u l a r  p e d i m e n t .  Bo th  t n e  l a r g e  g r o u n d  

f l o o r  w i n d o w s  and t h e  u p p e r  o n e s  w e r e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  w i t h  a r c h i ­

t r a v e s  and k e y s t o n e s .  A c o r n i c e  w i t h  b a l u s t r a d e ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  

u r n s  o r  f i n i a l s ,  t o p p e d  t h e  f a c a d e .  H o w e v e r ,  a l l  t h e  m o u l d i n g s  

w e r e  f l a t  w i t h  no p r o f i l e .

F l e t c h e r  and C a r t w r i g h t ' s  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  D a r l i n g  and  

A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t ,  i s  a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h i s  t i m e ^ ' 1 ^. Of  two  

f l o o r s ,  i t  was v e r y  p l a i n  and was  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by two t h i n g s .

F i r s t l y  i t  had a c o r n i c e  w i t h  b a l u s t r a d i n g  b e t w e e n  s o l i d  p a n e l s  

a n d .  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  was an e a r l y ,  i f  n o t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  u s e  

i n  Cape Town i n  a c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  o f  a c o n t i n u o u s  v e r a n d a h  

t o  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r .  T h i s  wa s  r o o f e d  w i t h  z i n c  s h e e t s  and s u p p o r t ­

ed on g a s  p i p e  c o l u m n s .  I t  r e m a i n e d  u n i q u e  f o r  many y e a r s .

O u t s i d e  o f  Cape Town,  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

a h i g h l y  i n t r i g u i n g  b u i l d i n g  was  t h e  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  Bank a t  P a a r l ,  

b u i l t  b y  P e n k e t h  and Kemp i n  1 8 5 7 .  A l t h o u g h  no c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  

i s  a v a i l a b l e ^ ) ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i l l u s t r a t e d  c o n f o r m s  t o  a c o n t e m p o r ­

a r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ^ 1 3 ^. O t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  

c h i m n e y  p o t s ,  g i v e  a d a t e  o f  c . 1 8 6 0 .  H e r e ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  

s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h  on c c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  v e r y  p r e c o c i o u s .  O nl y  

d e t a i l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  s o l i d  C o r i n t h i a n  c o l u m n s  and t h e  h a l f  s o l i d  and  

h a l f  o p e n  p a n e l s  p r e v e n t  o n e  f r o m  a s s u m i n g  i t  t o  be  a b o u t  3 0  y e a r s  

l a t e r .  The c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f  t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  i f  o r i g i n a l ,  m u s t  

a l s o  b e  a v e r y  e a ^ l y  u s e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

D e s i g n e d  c .  1 8 5 4  by t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ' s  D e p a r t m e n t ^ ^ , t h e  R o e l a n d  

S t r e e t  Gaol  was  b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o l d  Tronk w h i c h  was  o r i g i n a l l y  

s i t u a t e d  p a r t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  f o o t  o f  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t .  The l a n d  was  

g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  Cape G o ve rn me nt  by t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  

A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  s i t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  w i d e n  t h e  s t r e e t 1- 1 5 ) .  T e n d e r s  w e r e  

c a l l e d  f o r  i n  J a n u a r y  1 8 5 5 ,  b u t  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  was e x p e r i e n c e d  by 

t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  i n  o b t a i n i n g  c o m p l e t e  t e n d e r s ' 15-' ,  t h e  o n l y  one  

b e i n g  t h a t  f o r  £ 2 3 , 2 4 5 . 1 5 . 0 .  s u b m i t t e d  by  P.  P e n k e t h .  As t h i s  was  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  t h e  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0  a l l o w e d  f o r  i n  t h e  e s t i m a t e s ,  v a r i o u s  

a l t e r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  be d e t a i l e d  l a t e r ,  had t o  be  made t o  b r i n g

I L L . 141

I L L . 1 4 2

I L L . 143

ILL. 144



t h i s  f i g u r e  down.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  P e n k e t h ' s  m o d i ­

f i e d  t e n d e r  was  a c c e p t e d .  The f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  w as  l a i d  on t h e  

2 8 t h  A u g u s t  1 8 5 5 ,  by  Rawson R a w s o n ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  and  

o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  on t h e  1 2 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 5 9 ,  t h e  p r i s o n  was  

f i n i s h e d .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  and m o d i f i e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  a r d  now 

( 1 9 7 8 )  s t a n d s  e m p t y ,  a w a i t i n g  d e m o l i t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a g r e a t  p i t y  

c o n s i d e r i n g  i t s  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e .

The b u i l d i n g  a s  d e s i g n e d ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f o u r  w i n g s  / a d i a t i n g  f rom  

a c e n t r a l  e n t r y  b l o c k  and s u r r o u n d e d  by  a h i g h :  f i v e - s i d e d  w a l l .  

Each o f  t h e s e  b l o c k s  was  s e p a r a t e  and d e f i n e s  an e n c l o s e d  y a r d ,  

w h i c h  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  p r i v i e s .  As o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d ,  a l l  t h e  

b l o c k s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a d o u b l e  row o f  c e l l s  w i t h  an o p e n  a c c e s s  way  

b e t w e e n .  T h e s e  b l o c k s  w e r e  e a c h  t e r m i n a t e d  by a s e t  o f  g a o l e r ' s  

q u a r t e r s .  In 1 8 5 9  a n  u p p e r  s t o r e y  was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  two ba ck  

b l o c k s  a t  a c o s t  o f  £ 2 , 5 0 0 ^ ' ^ .  The c e n t r a l  e n t r y  b l o c k  c o n ­

t a i n s  t h e  g a o l e r . s  q u a r t e r s ,  o f f i c e s  and c h a p e l .  T h i s  b l o c k  was  

c o m p l e t e d  by  ’ c a m p a n i l e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n ,  b u t  b o t h  t h i s  and 

t h e  r i g h t  hand w i n g  w e r e  o m i t t e d  i n  an e n d e a v o u r  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c o s t  

o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  down.  The g e n e s i s  o f  t h i s  p l a n  was  t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  a s i n g l e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  f rom w h i c h  a l l  t h e  p r i s o n e r s '  a c t i v i t i e s  

c o u l d  be o b s e r v e d  and c o n t r o l l e d .  H er e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  

p r o j e c t i o n  d i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  a nd  o n l y  p o i n t  o f  e n t r y .

The m o s t  i m m e d i a t e  model  f o r  t h i s  p r i s o n  w as  p r o b a b l y  P e n t o n v i l l e  

G a d  by  5 i r  C h a r l e s  B a r r y ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 4 1 - 1 8 4 3 ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  New C i t y  o f  London p r i s o n  by  J . B .  S u n n i n g ,  c om­

p l e t e d  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  was  known t o  t h e  d e s i g n e r .  T h i s  u s e  o f  r a d i a t i n g  

b l o c k s  f r o m  a c e n t r a l  p o i n t  i s  u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n ,  

•J. H a v i l a n d ,  and u s e d  by him i n  s u c h  b u i l d i n g s  a s  The  E a s t e r n  S t a t e  

P e n i t e n t a r y  ( 1 8 2 9 ) .

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n ,  a s  s u c h ,  on  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  was  c o n c e n t r a t e d  

on t h e  e x t e r n a l  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  b l o c k  w h i c h  was  g i v e n  a 

s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  p e d i m e n t e d  c e n t r a l  b a y  w i t h  a l a r g e  r o u n d -  

a r c h e d  d o o r w a y .  The k e y s t o n e  and v o u s s o i r s  w e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  

m a s s i v e  and s p r a n g  f ro m a r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e .  The s i d e  b a y s  had two 

s m a l l e r  o p e n i n g s ,  t h e  u p p e r  o n e  b e i n g  a l u n e t t e .  The c o r n e r s  o f  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  h e a v i l y  q u o i n e d .  A l a r g e  c o r n i c e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  

s t e r n  and f o r b i d d i n g  e f f e c t .



There- re  a number o f  r e a s o n s  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  d e s i g n  t o  W . K o h l e r .  

He i f  known t o  h a v e  w o r ke d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  f ro m  

1 8 5 2 - 1 8 5 7 .  B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  b l o c k  h as  

a mar ke d s t y l i s t i c  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  h i s  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum; i n t e r  

a l i a ,  t h e  p r o n o u n c e d  k e y s t o n e s  o v e r  t h e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  o p e n i n g s  and  

t h e  s t e p p e d  g a b l e  o v e r  t h e  p e d i m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a s i m i l a r i t y  

i n  t h e  d r a f t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  g a o l  e l e v a t i o n  d r a w i n g  

and t h e  s u r v i v i n g  f e w  f rom h i s  hand o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .

L a s t l y ,  t n e  i d e a  o f  a c e n t r a l  d r a i n  r u n n i n g  u n d e r  t h e  m a i n  b u i l d ­

i n g  was  a l s o  r e p e a t e d  i n  h i s  h o s p i t a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  e n t r y n 8 ) .

The  m o s t  a m b i t i o n s  b u i l d i n g  programme o f  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  was  t h a t  o f

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new r e g i o n a l  g a o l s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y

o f  t h e s e  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 8  t o  1 8 6 2 .  The

A c t s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e s e  w e r e  b u i l t ,  w e r e  A c t . N o . 10

o f  1 8 5 7  and A c t .  N o . 2 4  o f  1 8 5 8 .  T h e s e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  sums o f

£ 3 8 , 4 5 0  and £ 1 4 , 3 9 1  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The f i r s t  amount  was  v o t e d  f o r

a number o f  new b u i l d i n g s  and f o r  some  r e - b u i l d i n g  ( a  t o t a l  o f  3 4 ) ,

w h i l s t  t h e  s e c o n d  amount  p r o v i d e d  f o r  new g a o l s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e

p r e v i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d  r e - b u i l d i n g .  In t h e  r e g i o n  c o v e r e d  by  t h i s

s t u d y ,  a t o t a l  o f  f o u r t e e n  new g a o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  w h i l s t  t wo  w e r e  
r e p a i r e d .

I n e v i t a b l y ,  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  o f  s u c h  a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  nr og ramme ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e g i o n s ,  was n o t  w i t h o u t  i t s  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T h i s  l a y  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  s k i l l e d  

l a b o u r  and m a t e r i a l s .  T h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r c e d  t h e  b u d g e t  u p ,  

a nd  t h e  w h o i e  programme be came  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s c u t i n y  o f  a s e l e c t  

c o m m i t t e e  \  The c o m m i t t e e  n o t e d  w i t h  d i s a p p r o v a l  w h a t  i t  

t e r m e d  ' t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  u n d e r t a k i n g  o f  b u i l d ­

i n g  s u c h  a number  og g a o l s  -  many n o t  r ecommended by t h e  A c t s  

No.  10 o f  1 8 5 7  a nd N o . 21 o f  1 8 5 8 ' .  I t  was  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  a t  

l e a s t  t w o ,  W o r c e s t e r  and R i v e r s d a l e ,  w e r e  t o t a l  y  u n n e c e s s a r y .

T h e r e  w e re  a l s o  h a r s h  w o r d s  f o r  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  l e t ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e i n g  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  l o c a l  

c o n t r o l  was d e s i r a b l e ^ 2 0 ) .

T h e s e  g a o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  f o u r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s i z e .

Hone o f  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  i s  m e n t i o n e d  and i t  i s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  o n l y  

-ne l a r g e s t ,  s u c h  a s  R o e l a n d  S t r e e t ,  Cape Town,  and t h e  new P o r t
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E l i z a b e t h  g a o l ,  w e r e  i n  t h i s  c l a s s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a  v e r y  f e w  o f  

t h e  s e c o n d  c l a s s .  O nl y  o r e ,  t h a t  a t  M o s s e l  B a y ,  wa s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  

w e s t e r n  r e g i o n .  The  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  o f  t h e  

t h i r d  a nd  f o u r t h  c l a s s .  The  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  t h e s e  * ^ £ 2 , 6 5 0  f o r  

t h e  s e c o n d ,  £ 1 , 2 0 0  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  and £ 8 0 0  f o r  "he f o u r t h  “ .

I t  w o u l d  n o t  be  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g  h e r e  

e s p e c i a l l y  a s  e a c h  c o n f o r m s  t o  a t y p e .  An e x a m p l e  o f  e a c h  w i l l  be  

i l l u s t r a t e d  and d e s c r i b e d .  As g e n e r a l  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e s e  

p r i s o n s  a l l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a t w e l v e  t o  f o u r t e e n  l o t  h i g h  ( -  4m)  

b o u n d a r y  w a l l  e n c l o s i n g  a r e c t a n g u l a r  s p a c e ,  : s t r y  t o  w h i c h  was  

t h r o u g h  a c e n t r a l l y  p l a c e d  b l o c k .  The  p r i s o n  a c c o m o d a t i o n  was  

p l a c e d  i n  a b l o c k  on a x i s  b e h i n d  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  A n c i l l a r y  accommo­

d a t i o n  w as  t h e n  p l a c o d  a l o n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  w a l l s .  F o r  o b v i o u s  

r e a s o n s ,  t h e  o n l y  w i n d o w s  i n  t h e s e  w a l l s  w e r e  i n  t h e  e n t r y  b l o c k .

I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a l t h o u g h  t e r m e d  

g a o l s ,  a c t u a l l y  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c e n t r e s  o f  t h e  

r e g i o n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  p l a c e d  and t h u s  c o n t a i n e d  mo r e  t h a n  

p e n a l  a c c o m o d a t i o n .

The s e c o n d  c l a s s  g a o l  c o n t a i n e d  a c o u r t  h o u s e  a nd p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  

p l u s  a c c o m o d a t i o n  f o r  f o r t y t w o  p r i s o n e r s .  The c o u r t h o u s e ,  p u b l i c  

o f f i c e s ,  g a o l e r s '  and c o n s t a b l e s '  q u a r t e r s  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a 

d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  b l o c k  w i t h  t h e  c e l l s  n u m b e r i n g  e i g h t ,  o f  v a r y i n g  

s i z e ,  i n  a n o t h e r .  The a n c i l l a r y  a c c o m o d a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  

k i t c n e n  and womens'  c e l l ,  was  s i t u a t e d  i n  f l a n k i n g  w i n o s .  'e  t h i r d  

c l a s s  g a o l  p r o v i d e d  a c c o m o d a t i o n  f o r  t w e n t y  men and s e v e n  women,  

w i t h  a h o s p i t a l  and two rooms f c r  t h e  g a o l e r  and c o n s t a b l e .  The  

f o u r t h  c l a s s  was  s i m i l a r  b u t  s m a l l e r .  In a c t u a l  f a c t ,  a c e r t a i n  

a m ou n t  o f  l a t i t u d e  was  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  d e s i g n  o f  t h e s e  b u i , cl­

i n g s  a nd a l t h o u g h  t h e  f o r m a t  was  u n c h a n g e d ,  c e r t a i n  r e a r r a n g e m e n t s  

w e r e  made t o  s u i t  i n d i v i d u a l  s i t e s .

The p r e f e r r e d  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  was  s t o n e  b u t  i n  many 

c a s e s  t h e  l o c a l  b r i c k  had t o  be  u s e d ,  n o t  a v e r y  w i s e  move c o n s i d e r ­

i n g  t h e  u s u a '  s o f t n e s s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e .  The c e l l  b l o c k s  w e r e  g i v e n  

a f l a t  r o o f  u s i n g  t h e  o l d  Cape f l a t  r o o f  t e c h n i q u e  o f  a l i m e  s c r e e d  

on b r i c k s  l a i d  on  b o a r d i n g .  The  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  r o o f  f orm was  

s e c u r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a d i s a s t e r  a s  was  p r e d i c t e d  

by t h e  S e l e c t  C o m i t t e e  r e p o r t ^ '  , and i n  t h e  E u r ’ y  i 8 6 0  s  t h e y
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w e r e  a l l  g i v e n  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f s .  The t y p i c a l  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

c o n c e r n  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  i s  shown b y  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a i r  d u c t s  

i n t o  t h e  s p i n e  o f  t h e  c e l l  b l o c k .  E x t e r n a l l y , t n e  t r e a t m e n t  

v a r i e d  f r o m a s i m p l e  d o m e s t i c  s c a l e  t o  l a r g e r  and mo r e  p r e t e n t i o u s  

f a c a d e s .  A l a t e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  i s  t h e  o n e  b u i l t  p r i v a t e l y  

by t h e  p e o p l e  o f  C e r e s  i n  1 8 7 4 ,  t o  a i d  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  m a g i s ­

t r a t e  t o  t h a t  p l a c e  from T u l b a g h .  A t  i e a s t  t w o ,  t h o s e  a t  Knysna  

and O u d t s h o o r n ,  a l t h o u g h  s o m e w h a t  m o d i f i e d ,  a r e  s t i l l  i n  u s e  t o d a y .

The S o u t h  A f r i c a n  L i b r a r y  and Museum b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a 

c o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  i n  A u g u s t  1 8 5 7 ( 2 4 ) , t h e  w i n n e r  b e i n g  W. K o h l e r  w i t h  

h i s  G r e c i a n  d e s i g n .  He was  a p p o i n t e d  a r c h i t e c t  b u t  t h e  c o s t  o f  h i s  

d e s i g n ,  e s t i m a t e d  a t  £ 1 2 , 0 0 0  w i t h  p o r t i c o ,  was  c o n s i d e r e d  t o o  h i g h  

and s o  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w e r e  made t o  b r i n g  t h e  c o s t  n e a r e r  t o  t i : e  

£ 7 , 5 0 0  b u d g e t e d  f o r  by t h e  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e .  T he se  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  t o  1 6 ' 0 "  ( 4 . 8 m )  f rom  

4 0 '  ( 1 2m )  and t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  d o m e 1,25^. When s c r u t i n i s e d  by  

Mr. H a l l  o f  t h e  Royal  E n g i n e e r s ,  who was  a p p o i n t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r e s t ,  a n o t h e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  wa s  made ,  t h a t  o f  e l e v a t ­

i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o n t o  a b a s e m e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  r i s i n g  damp.  The s i t e  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  G a r d e n s  

b e h i n d  S t .  G e o r g e  s C a t h e d r a l .

Work s t a r t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  end o f  1 8 5 7  and on March 2 3 r d ,  1 8 5 8 ,  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  was l a i d  by  S i r  G e o r g e  G r e y .  By March t n e  f o l l o w ­

i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  w a l l s  had r e a c h e d  t h e i r  f u l l  h e u g h t  d e s p i t e  s e v e r e  

p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  and t h e  r o o f i n g  was i n  p r o g r e s s .  By 

l a t e  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  r o o f e d .  Howe ver  i n  A u g u s t ,  K o h l e r  

had r e s i g n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  s e v e r e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  By F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 0 ,  i n t e r n a l  

f i n i s h i n g  was  p r o c e e d i n g  and t h i s  wa s  p r e s s e d  ^n w i t h  h a s t i l y  f o r  

t h e  c e r e m o n i a l  o p e n i n g  by P r i n c e  A l f r e d  on t h e  1 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r .  

E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  f a r  f r o m  c o m p l e t e .  The  c a r p e n t r y  c o n ­

t r a c t o r s ,  Compton and Lamb,  t h e n  w e n t  bat u p t  and w o r x  s e e m s  t o  

h a v e  come t o  a h a l t  i n  March 1 8 6 1 ,  t h r o u g h  l a c k  o f  f u n d s .  In A p r i l  

t h e  t r u s t e e s  a p p l i e d  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  £ 4 , 0 0 0 .

In A u g u s t  1 8 6 2 ,  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  G. W a l l i s ,  t h e  r e - a p p o i n t e d  

c l e r k  o f  w o r k s ,  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  o f f  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b e g a n .  I t  was



I t  was  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n c l u d e d  i n  A p r i l  1 8 6 4 .  The b u i l d i n g  had by 

t h e n  c o s t  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 ,  e x a c t l y  d o u b l e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u d g e t .

As b u i l t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  a c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  a p p r o a c h ­

ed t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t i c o  a nd  f l a n k e d  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by t wo  l a r g e  

r o o m s ,  e a c h  8 0 '  x 4 0 '  ( 2 4  x 1 2m ) .  The  o n e  r o o m,  now t h e  r e f e r e n c e  

r o o m,  h a s  a g a l l e r y  and w as  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i b r a r y .  T h i s  was  a 

common m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l i b r a r y  f o r n v 1"6 ) .  The o t h e r  r o o m ,  l i t  

p r i n c i p a l l y  by  s k y l i g h t s ,  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  museum.  The p l a n n e d  

g a l l e r i e s  w e r e  b u i l t  s l i g h t l y  l a t e r .  A t  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  

i n  t h e  two w i n g s ,  w e r e  t h e  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  c u r a t o r  a nd l i b r a r i a n .  

The k i t c h e n  a nd  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t  w h i l e  on t h e  

g r o u n d  f l o o r  w e r e  r e c e p t i o n  r o o m s ,  a b o v e  w h i c h  w e r e  b e d r o o m s .

T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  p o p u l a r l y  known ‘ p r i n c e l y  q u a r t e r s ' .  Each had 

a c c e s s  by  t h e i r  own s e t  o f  s t a i r s .

E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  w h a t  wa s  r e f e r r e d  t o  by  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

c o m m i t t e e  a s  b e i n g  i n  t h e  ' C o r i n t h i a n  s t y l e ' ; 2 7 ) . T h i s  r e a l l y  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c o l u m n  c a p i t a l s  w h i c h  a r e  o f  t h e  R o m a n - C o r i n t h i a n  

o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  J u p i t e r  S t a t o r .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  r e p u t e d  

t o  r e s e m b l e  t h e  F i t z w i l l i a m  Museum a t  C a mb r i dg e  ( 1 8 3 7 - 1 8 4 7 ) 1 c ' .  

A l t h o u g h  i t  s h a r e s  w i t h  i t  a h e x a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  o f  une  same  

o r d e r  and h a s  a v a g e l y  s i m i l a r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  e nd  p a v i l i o n s ,  t h e  

s i m i l a r i t y  i s  n o t  m a r ke d .  The c o n f u s i o n  n e r e  p r o b a b l y  a r i s e s  f rom  

K o h l e r ' s  f i r s t  s c he m e  f o r  t h e  museum a l o n e ,  w h e r e  h e  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  

t h a t  p r o j e c t ,  when c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s i d e  a d d i t i o n s ,  w o u l d  bear a 

c l o s e  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  F i t z w i l l i a m .

A l t h o u g h  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  g e n e r a l  a c c l a i m ,  ( i t  was  t h e  l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g  t o  d a t e ) ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a number  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c r i t i c i s m s .  

One c r i t i c  o f  1 8 6 0 ^ 2 9 ^,  t h o u g h t  t h e  u p p e r  w in d o w s  t o o  s m a l l ,  w h i l s t  

a n o t h e r  o f  1 8 7 5  was much mor e  c r i t i c a l ,  a s s e r t i n g  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  

t h . n g s  t h a t  t h e  f a c a d e  was  w a n t i n g  i n  d i g n i t y  and h e i g h t ,  t h a t  b o t h  

t h e  s k y l i g h t s  and r o o f  w e r e  t o o  p r o m i n e n t ,  and l a s t l y , t h a t  t n e  l a c k  

o f  e n t a s i s  on t h e  c o l u m n s  ■"'•red t h e i r  e f f e c t 1 3 0 ' .  H o w e v e r ,  we 

c a n  b e  mo r e  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o d a y  and d e s p i t e  i t s  f a u l t s  s e e  i t  a s  a 

b u i l d i n g  o f  some a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y ,  a c h i e v e d  a g a i n s t  a l l  t n e  

m a n i f o l d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  i n  w h a t  was  t h e n  a p o o r  c o l o n y .

The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  1 a s t e d  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e
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n e x t  d e c a d e  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a b u i l d i n g  boom t h a t  l a s t e d  f r o m 1861 t o  

1 8 6 4 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s  s e t  i n .

The  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  c a m p a i g n  was t o  c h a n g e  t h e  f a c e  o f  

A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y .  I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h o u g h ,  

t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e - b u i l d i n g  was  a c t u a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  a t h o r o u g h  

m o d e r n i s a t i o n ,  b o t h  i n t e r n a l l y  a n d  e x t e r n a l l y , t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c ­

t u r e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  r e m a i n i n g ' 31 j .

The l a r g e s t  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  wa s  t h e  Mutual  L i f e  

B u i l d i n g  i n  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t .  I t  was  a c o m p l e t e l y  new b u i l d i n g  on a 

c o r n e r  s i t e ,  a m a l g a m a t i n g  a t  l e a s t  two s e p a r a t e  s i t e s .  The  d e s i g n  

w as  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  i n  1861 and won by  J . B i s s e t .

The  b u i l d i n g  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 6 4 .  I t  w as  a s e v e n  b a y e d , t h r e e  

s t o r e y  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  t a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e ,  a s  c a n  be  

g a u g e d  f r o m t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  i n  i t s  

r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e ,  two s h o p s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a t r a b e a t e d  c e n t r a l  

d o o r w a y .  T h e s e  s h o p s  had l a r g e  p l a t e  g l a s s  w i n d o w s .  A b ov e  t h i s  

t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  was  t r e a t e d  a s  a p i a n o  n o b i l e  w i t h  h o o d e d  r o u n d -  

h e a d e d  w i n d o w s ,  t h r e e  on e a c h  s i d e  o f  a c e n t r a l , mo r e  e l a b o r a t e  

w ind ow w h o s e  bay  was  s e t  f o r w a r d  s l i g h t l y .  The s e c o n d  f l o o r  l a y ­

o u t  r e p e a t e d  t h e  o n e  b e l o w  b u t  w i t h  s e g m e n t a l l y  a r c h e d  h e a d s .  Above  

t h i s  was  a g o o d  c o r n i c e  and b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  a c c e n t s  i n  t h e  

s h a p e  o f  u i n s  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  a nd  e n d s .  The  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

w e r e  q u o i n e d .  In a l l ,  i t  w as  t h e  f i r s t  l o c a l  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  

' Q u i n c e n t o '  s t y l e  and i t s  d i r e c t  i n s p i r a t i o n  w o J d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  F e r g u s s o n ' s  'A h i s t o r y  o f  Modern S t y l e s ' .  I t  i s  

a l s o  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  s h o p  f r o n t s  w e r e  a m o n g s t  t h e  f i r s t  i n  

Cape Town i n  t h e  t h e n  m o d e r n ,  f r a m e d  s t y l e .

I t s  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o u r  was  t a k e n  o v e r  by  t h e  f i r m  o f  T h o rn e  and  

S t u t t a f o r d s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 3 6 0 1s  and i t  s e e m s  t h a t  c l 8 6 4  t h e y  

m o d e r n i s e d  i t ,  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  was  a new f r o n t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  l a r g e  

p l a t e  a ’ s s  w i nd o ws  u n d e r  a h e a v y  f a s c i a ,  a c c e n t e d  by h e a v y  b r a c k e t s  

i n  t h e  m i o d l e  and e n d s .  Ab ove  t h i s  w e r e  p e d i m e n t e d  w i n d o w s  on t h e  

f i r s t  f l o o r  and s e g m e n t a l l y  a r c h e d  o n e s  a b o v e .  A l l  t h i s  was  

f i n i s h e d  o f f  by a b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  and b a l u s t r a d e  a b o v e  w h i c h  was  

t h e  name ' S t u t t a f o r d s '  i n  p r e - c a s t  c o n c r e t e  l e t t e r i n g .  A l t o g e t h e r  

a c o m p e t e n t  f a c e - 1 i f t .

A n o t h e r  r e f u r b i s h i n g  was  t h a t  o f  A n d e r s e n  a nd M u r i s o n  ( c . 1 8 6 2 )  i n
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A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t .  K e e p i n g  t h e  same b a s i c  f o r m a t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

b u i l d i n g ,  t h i s  was  m o d e r n i s e d  by c l a s s i c i s i n g  t h e  f a c a d e .  The  

p r o j e c t i n g  p o r c h  was  g i v e n  w h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  u n f l u t e d  c o l u m n s  o f  

t h e  D o r i c  O r d e r  w i t h  an e n t a b l a t u r e  a b o v e .  The g r o un d f l o o r  b e h i n d  

t h i s  was  r u s t i c a t e d .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  had t h r e e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  

w i n d o w s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  b a y s  by  c o u p l e d  C o r i n t h i a n  c o l u m n s  u n d e r  a 

c o r r e c t  e n t a b l a t u r e .  The s e c o n d  s t o r e y  was  t r e a t e d  a s  an  a t t i c  and  

had a s i m i l a r  b u t  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  f l o o r  b e l o w .

A l t h o u g h  n o t  i n  t h e  ' p a l a z z o '  s t y l e ,  i t  d o e s  s ho w t h e  H i g h  V i c t o r i a n  

l o v e  o f  e x u b e r a n c e  and t h e  s t r i v i n g  a f t e r  p l a s t i c  e f f e c t .

The U n i o n  S t e a m s h i p s  C o mp a ny ' s  o f f i c e  i n  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  i s  a r e ­

b u i l d i n g  o f  c . 1 8 6 4 .  T h r e e  s t o r e y s  i n  h e i g h t ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  

P a l a z z o  s t y l e  b u t  h a s  some n o v e l  f e a t u r e s  a b o u t  i t .  F i r s t  a r e  t h e  

s e g m e n t a l l y  a r c h e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r  o p e n i n g s  w i t h  a c o n t i n u o u s  i m p o s t .  

T h i s  was  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  way o f  t r e a t i n g  t h e  s h o p  f r o n t  i n  

t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  The  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  t r i p l e  o p e n i n g s  

i n  e a c h  end b a y  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  s i n g l e  o p e n i n g .  I f  o r i g i n a l  

t h i s  a g a i n  f o r e s h a d o w s  t h e  l a t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  a d m i t  mor e  l i g h t  b u t  

s t i l l  t r e a t  t h e  w in d ow s  w i t h i n  a r e c o g n i s e d  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e .

A b u i l d i n g  m o r e  w i t h i n  t h e  ' Q u i n c e n t o '  s t y l e  was  t h e  P r o t e c t e u r  

B u i l d i n g  on G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e .  T h i s  was  r e a l l y  a n o t h e r  r e f a c i n g  

c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1 8 6 3  by  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  Tuppen a nd  S t o n e s t r e e t .  The  

b a s i c  f o r m u l a  o f  r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e  a nd p e d i m e n t e d  w i nd o ws  o n  t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r ,  t o p p e d  by  a c o r n i c e ,  c a n  be  o b s e r v e d .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  i t  i s  

c o m p l e t e d  by a l o w - p i t c h e d ,  h i p p e d  s l a t e  r o o f .  A c u r i o u s  f e a t u r e  

o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  m e z z a n i n e  l e v e l  w i t h  s m a l l e r  w i n d o w s  i n t e r ­

p o s e d  b e t w e e n  g r o u n d  and " i r s t  f l o o r s .  The  u p p e r  w i n d o w s  had t h e  

i n w a r d  o p e n i n g  c a s e m e n t s  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h i s  s t y l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

s l i d i n g  s a s h e s  i n  g e n e r a l  u s e .

The ' R o c o c o '  S e x t o n ' s  h o u s e  o f  t h e  G r o o t e  Kerk s i t u a t e d  o n  A d d e r ! e y  

S t r e e t  was  d e m o l i s h e d  and r e p l a c e d  c . 1 8 6 2  by a d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  

o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  J .  B i s s e t .  T h i s  was l e s s  r i c h l y  

t r e a t e d  t h a n  was  u s u a l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h a v i n g  r o u n d - h e a d e d  o p e n i n g s  

on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  and s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  w i n d o w s  a b o v e .  A s i m i l a r  

b l o c k  was b u i l t  i n  B e r e a u  S t r e e t  i n  1 8 6 5 ,  a l s o  t o  B i s s e t ' s  d e s i g n .

A f u r t h e r  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h i s  t y p e  was W h i t e h a l l  on  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Burg
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S t r e e t  i n  G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e .  Two f u r t h e r  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  p a 1a z z o  

mode o f  t h i s  t i m e  a r e  g i v e n  e l s e w h e r e ;  t h e y  a r e  t h e  r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  

t h e  T h a t c h e d  H ou se  T a v e r n  and t h e  p r o j e c t e d  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n ^  \

A b u i l d i n g  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s t y l e  o f  t h e  t i m e s  was  t h e  

f i r s t  S t a n d a r d  Bank i n  Cape  Town. B u i l t  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  on a v e r y  n a rr o w  

s i t e  p r e v i o u s l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  a b a k e r ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  

o y  a t r i p l e  b a y  f r o n t  w i t h  r o u n d - h e a o e d  o p e n i n g s .  The  g r o u n d  f l o o r  

had a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  w i n d o w  w i t h  a d o o r  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  s i d e  

o p e n i n g s  and a wi ndow i n  t h e  o t h e r .  The p l a s t e r e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r  was  

r u s t i c a t e d  up t o  t h e  s p r i n g i n g  o f  t h e  a r c h e s .  Two l a r g e  b r a c k e t s  

s u p p o r t e d  a b a l c o n y  b e l o w  a l a r g e  w i n d o w ,  t h e n  t e r m e d  ' V e n e t i a n 1 . 

T h i s  f l o o r  w as  i n  r ed f a c e b r i c k  w i t h  b l i n d  s i d e  o p e n i n g s .  The  

p a r a p e t  was  s t e p p e d .  T h e  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  Tuppen a nd  S t o n e s t r e e t  who  

a l s o  s e e m t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  n e i g h b o u r  w h i c h  i s  t h e  

o n l y  e x a m p l e  o f  a c o m m e r c i a l  ' G o t h i c '  f r o n t  e v e r  b u i l t  i n  Cape  

Town.

The C o l o n n a d e ,  a r e f a c i n g  o f  1 8 6 7 - 1 8 5 7 ,  on G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e  i s  

a l s o  a u n i q u e  b u i l d i n g  a s  i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  e x a m p l e  o f  a d o u b l e  

s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h  a p p l i e d  t o  a c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  Cape Town.

The l o w e r  s t o r e y  was t h e  c o l o n n a d e  p r o p e r ,  v e r y  s o l i d  w i t h  T u s c a n  

c o l u m n s  s u p p o r t i n g  an a r c h e d  e n t a b l a t u r e .  A b ov e  t h i s  w as  a l i g h t  

v e r a n d a h  o f  c o u p l e d  c o l u m n s  w i t h  s o l i d  b r a c k e t s ,  a l l  s om ewh a t  

e l e m e n t a l ,  b u t  an i n t e r e s t i n g  h a r b i n g e r  o f  w h a t  was  t o  c ome.

A s e r i e s  o f  w a r e h o u s e s  w a s  a l s o  b u i l t  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s .  The a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  Welchman and  

Re ad.  T h e s e  w e r e  t n r e e  s t o r e y e d  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  r u s t i c a t e d  g r o u n d  

f l o o r s .  A l l  t h e  o p e n i n g s  w e r e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  w i t h  t h r e e  o p e n i n g s  

t o  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  and t h r e e  o r  m o r e  a b o v e , d i m i n i s h i n g  v e r t i c a l l y .

A s i m p l e  c o r n i c e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  w h i c h  was  f r a m e d  w i t h  

q u o i n s .

The e a r l i e s t  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  

t h e  I 8 6 0 ' s w as  t h e  f i r s t  t e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e .  B u i l t  on a c o r n e r  o f  

t h e  P a r a d e  c . 1 8 6 1 ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  g e n e r a l l y  known a s  t h e  ' P a g o d a '  

f ro m t h e  s h a p e  o f  i t s  r o o f .  H e x a g o n a l  i n  p l a n ,  i t  was  b u i l t  on t h e  

v e r a n d a h  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  i s  f ra me d up i n  wood w i t h  i n f i l l  p a n e l s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s u p p o r t s .  I t  i s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  b a s i c -
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a l l y  p i c t u r e s q u e  V i c t o r i a n  a p p r o a c h  t o  u t i l i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

w h i c h  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  l e d  them t o  g i v e  t h e s e  o b j e c t s  an o r n a m e n t a l  

a p p e a r a n c e .  In 1 8 8 3  i t  was  d e m o l i s h e d  t o  make way f o r  t h e  new 

S t a n d a r d  Bank.

The l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  t i m e  was  t h e  H a r b o u r  Board  

O f f i c e s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  p a r t l y  o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  

o l d  t r o n k .  The d e s i g n  was  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  a p r i v a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

h e l d  i n  1 8 6 3 ^ 3 4 ^. The a r c h i t e c t s  who won t h i s  w e r e  Tuo pen and  

S t o n e s t r e e t ,  who t h e n  s aw  i t  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  i n  1 8 6 4 .  I t  c o s t  

£ 2 , 5 0 0 .  The b u i l d i n g  wa s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  f a c e d  i n  S u f f o l k  

b r i c k s  w i t h  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s ,  b u t  t h i s  was  a b a n d o n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  c o s t s .  

The o f f i c e s  w e r e  t h r e e  s t o r e y s  h i g h  w i t h  a t h r e e - b a y e d  f r o n t  o f  

f i v e  w i n d o w s ,  t h e  c e n t r e  b ay  b e i n g  e m p h a s i s e d .  The  g r o u n d  f l o o r  was  

r u s t i c a t e d  w i t h  r o u n d - h e a d e d  o p e n i n g s  a b o v e  w h i c h  w as  a c o r b e l l e d  

s t r i n g  c o u r s e .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  had p e d i m e n t e d  w i n d o w s  w i t h  b a l c o n -  

e t t e s .  T h i s  was a g a i n  t o p p e d  by  a s t r o n g  s t r i n g  c o u r s e .  The s e c o n d  

f l o o r  w i n d o w s  w e r e  g i v e n  a r c h i t r a v e s . The w h o l e  b u i l d i n g  was  

f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a h e a v y  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t .  The r o o f  was  

l o w  and h i p p e d .  The  e n d s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  s t r o n g l y  e m p h a s i s e d  

by p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s .  I n  a l l ,  i t  was  a g o o d  l o c a l  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  

u b i q u i t o u s  1 P a l a z z o 1 s t y l e .

A n o t h e r  s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g ,  was  t h e  S a i l o r s '  Home,  t h e  f o u n d ­

a t i o n  s t r o n e  o f  w h i c h  was  l a i d  b y  P r i n c e  A l f r e d  i n  1 8 6 0 .  C o m p l e t e d  

i n  1 8 6 2 ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  was  J .  Welchman who had s u b m i t t e d  t h e  w i n n i n g  

d e s i g n  i n  a c o m p e t i t i o n .  The t h r e e  s t o r e y e d  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a 

s l i g h t l y  r e c e s s e d  m ai n  b l o c k  w i t h  w i n g s  r u n n i n g  b a c k .  A s m a l l  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y e d  w i n g  i n  t h e  r e a r  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  E - s h a p e  p l a n .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  c a p p e d  by  a s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  h i p p e d  s l a t e  r o o f .  

The g r o u n d  f l o o r  was  e m p h a s i s e d  by r o u n d - h e a d e d  w i n d o w s  w h i l s t  t h o s e  

on t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r s  w e r e  c o u p l e d  and t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  G e o r g i a n  way o f  

d i m i n i s h i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s . B e t w e e n  t h e  w i n g s  on t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  

was a l i g h t  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h .  A l l  t h e  q u o i n i n g  a rd o t h e r  

m o u l d i n g s  w e r e  v e r y  f l a t .

The S e a r c h e r s  O f f i c e  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  c a u s e w a y ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 6 ,  was an 

i n t e r e s t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  I t  was  s u r r o u n d e d  on t h r e e  s i d e s  by a l i g h t  

v e r a n d a h  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a c i r c u l a t i o n  l i n k ,  t h i s  b e i n g  p r o t o -
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t y p i c a l  o f  l a t e r  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  I t  

was a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Cape Town t o  u s e  

l i g h t  c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  v e r a n d a h ^  . T h i s  was a l s o  

r o o f e d  i n  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n .  The b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f  was i n  b l u e s t o n e  

w i t h  a h i g h  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  and l o w e r  w i n g s .  The  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  

was s y m m e t r i c a l  b u t  t h e  r e a r  was n o t .

The co n t em p o r a r y  Simonstown Harbour  O f f i c e s  used th e  same p lan  form 

b u t  on a r e du c ed  s c a l e .  Here ,  how ever ,  t h e  ve ra n d ah  was in  wood 

w i t h  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d ,  p a i n t e d  ca n v as  c o v e r i n g .

M e n t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  made o f  a g r a n d i o s e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  was  n e v e r  

b u i l t .  T h i s  was  f o r  a new p o s t  o f f i c e  i n  Wal e  S t r e e t  o n  t h e  s i t e  

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l .  D a t e d  . 8 6 8 ,  t h e  d r a w i n g s  

show a l a r g e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  b u i l d i n g  u n d e r  a man s ar d r o o f .  The  

h e a v i l y  o r n a m e n t e d  f a c a d e s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  b a y s  by p i l a s t e r s  o f  

t h e  C o r i n t h i a n  O rd e r  a b o v e  w i t h  D o r i c  b e l o w .  A l l  t h e  o p e n i n g s  a r e  

e l a b o r a t e l y  f r a m e d  and t h e  s u r f a c e s  p a n e l l e d .  I t  i s  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  

t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  e c o n o m i c  d e p r e s s i o n  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  t h i s  e x u b e r a n t  

d i s p l a y  t o  be  r e a l i s e d ^ 6 ' .

Amo ng st  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  new h a r b o u r  i n  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 6 0 ' s ,  was  t h e  Harbour  M a s t e r ' s  O f f i c e .  S t i l l  s t a n d i n g  ( 1 9 7 8 )  b u t  

i n  a b a t t e r e d  s t a t e ,  i t s  f or m a nd s t r u c t u r e  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  b u i l d ­

i n g s  e r e c t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  h a r b o u r  w o r k s .  The  o f f i c e  i s  s y m m e t r i c a l  

on p l a n  and f a c e d  w i t h  r o u g h l y  d r e s s e d  and r a n d o m l y  c o u r s e d  b l u e  

s t o n e ,  t h e  m o s t  e c o n o m i c a l  way t o  u s e  t h i s  s t o n e .  The o p e n i n g s , 

w h i c h  a r e  a r c h e d ,  a r e  d r e s s e d  w i t h  c e m e n t  p l a s t e r  i n  t h e  f orm o f  

h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s .  P l a s t e r  s t r i n g  c o u r s e s  j o i n  t h e s e  o p e n i n g s  

t o  q u o i n s  o f  t h e  same m a t e r i a l . The w h o l e  t r e a t m e n t  i s  f a i r l y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  i  u t i l i t a r i a n  b u i l d i n g ,  b e a r i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

a mo unt  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r n a m e n t  f o r  i t s  p u r p o s e .  The  a r c h i t e c t  

wa s  p r o b a b l y  A n d r e w s , t h e  Harb our  E n g i n e e r . A v e r y  s i m i l a r  b u i l d ­

i n g  b o t h  i n  s i z e ,  f o rm  and t r e a t m e n t  was  t h e  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  a t  

S w e l l e n d a m ,  b u i l t  c .  1868 by t h e  P.W. D.  t o  r e p l a c e  t h a t  b u r n t  i n  

t h e  f i r e  o f  1 8 6 6 .  A g a i n  t h e  p l a n  i s  s y m m e t r i c a l  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  bay  

c o n t a i n i n g  d o o r  and f l a n k i n g  w i n d o w s ,  a l l  a r c h e d .  In t h e  i l l u s ­

t r a t i o n ,  t ^ e  w i n g s  a r t  n o t  e x a c t l y  a l i k e .  I he f r o n t  s t o e p  was  

o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  c o v e r e d  by  a v e r a n d a h  s u p p o r t e d  on l i g h t  

c a s t - i r o n  c o l u m n s ,  a n o t h e r  e a r l y  u s e  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .



When b u i l d i n g  r es u m e d  a f t e r  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  Cape  

Town was  v i r t u a l l y  w i t h o u t  a n  h i t e c t s .  Freeman was t h e  f i r s t  t r a i n ­

ed man t o  s t a r t  p r a c t i s i n g  a g a i n  i n  a b o u t  ! 8 7 5 ^ 3 7 ^. In t h e  e a r l i e r  

y e a r s  o f  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  t h e  ^ o c a l  b u i l d e r s  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  

t h e i r  own s e r v i c e s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ^ 3 '3 ' .  The s t y l e  p o p u l a r  w i t h  them  

was a f r e e  and o f t e n  c r u d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  ‘ P a l a z z o 1 s t y l e .

S t i l l  R e n a i s s a n c e  i n  i t s  a l l e g i a n c e ,  i t  be came  r i c h e r  i n  o r n a m e n t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e  b u t  a d d i t i v e  o r n a m e n t ,  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  

p l a s t e r  w o r k e r .  I t  a l s o  be c ome  more  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  t h a t  i s  l e s s  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t h a n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d e c a d e .  The  

d e s i r e  f o r  l a r g e r  g l a s s  a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  i n  

s h o p s ,  l e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h  t o  s p a n  t h e  l a r g e r  

o p e n i n g s  w i t h  l e s s  r i s e  t h a n  t h e  mor e  c o r r e c t  h a l f  r ou nd  o n e .  One  

o f  t h e  m o t i f s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  h e a v i l y  m o u l d e d  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h  

c o m b i n e d  w i t h  k e y s t o n e  and c o n t i n u o u s  i m p o s t .  On some  b u i l d i n g s  

t h e s e  a r c h e :  w e r e  u n i t e d  i n  a r c a d e s .  B u i l d i n g s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  on  

a d o m e s t i c  s c a l e  o f  t wo  t o  t h r e e  f l o o r s  and i n v a r i a b l y  t h r e e  o r  

f i v e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h ,  w h i c h  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  w h i c h  

t h e y  had d i s p l a c e d .  As i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  many o f  t h e  ' ne w '  b u i l d i n g s  

w e r e  i n  f a c t  m o d e r n i s a t i o n s .

S t u t t a f o r d s 1 new p r e m i s e s  i n  A d o e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  c o m p l o t e d  i n  e a r l y  

1 8 7 1 ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o n s i d e r s ' l e  a l t e r a t i o n  and m o d e r n i s a t i o n  o f  

t h e  o l d  C o l o n i a l  Bank b u i l d i n g .  The a r c h i t e c t  and b u i l d e r  was  

T . J . C .  I n g l e s b y .  H e r e ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l a r g e r  p l a t e  g l a s s  w i nd o ws  

l e d  t o  t h e s e  b e i n g  p l a c e d  u n d e r  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s .  The u p p e r  

f l o o r  had a s i m i l a r  b u t  s m a l l e r  s c a l e  t r e a t m e n t ,  w h i l s t  a t y p i c a l  

c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n .  L a r g e  o r n a m e n t a l  

g a s  l i g h t s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  f i x e d  t o  e a c h  p i e r .

Two more  b u i l d i n g s  i n  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  f r o m t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  w e r e  

P h i l l i p  B r o s ,  a nd H o d g s o n s .  T h e s e  w e r e  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o u r s  and  

w e r e  o p p o s i t e  t o  G r o o t e  Kerk.  P h i l l i p  B r o s ,  was a l t e r e d  c . 1 8 7 i by  

I n g l e s b y ,  and H o d g s o n s  s e e m s  t o  b e  v i r t u a l l y  c o n t e m p o r a r y .  No 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  P h i l l i p  B r o s ,  s u r v i v e s  b u t  H o d g s o n s  was  

s i m i l a r .  From t h e  e n g r a v i n g  some i d e a  o f  t h e  r i c h  f a c a d e  c a n  be  

g a i n e d  , and f a c a d e  i t  w a s ,  a s  t h e  p l a i n  s i d e - s t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  

c l e a r l y  s n o w s .  The g r o un d f l o o r  was  a r c h e d  w i t h  d o o r s  i n  t h e
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s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  e nd  b a y s .  Heavy  c o r n i c e s  d i v i d e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g

H oriz o n ta l l y ,  the end bay empnasis being t a k e n  t h r o u g h  t o  the f i r s t

f l o o r  by r u s t i c a t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  H e r e  t h e  w i n d o w s  had b r a c k e t e d

n o o d s .  G a r l i c k s  p r e m i s e s  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  S t r a n d  and B r e e  s t r e e t s  I L L . 168

w as  o n e  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  e a r l i e r  w o r k s .  B u i l t  i n  1 8 7 6  w i t h  o n l y  t h r e e

b a y s  t o  S t r a n d  S t r e e t ,  i t  was  e n l a r g e d  c . 1 8 7 9  w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l

t h r e e  b a y s .  The m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t y l i s t i c  f e a t u r e  was  t h e  u s e  o f

a s t i l t e d  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h  w i t h  a p r o m i n e n t  k e y s t o n e .  A l l  t h e  a r c h e s

w e r e  u n i t e d  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  w i t h  a h e a v y  s t r i n g  c o u r s e .  The

f i r s t  f l o o r  w i nd o ws  had a s i m i l a r  t r e a t m e n t  b u t  w i t h  a s c r o l l  m o t i f

a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e .  A g a i n  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  be  t a k e n  o f

t h e  p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l y  o f  p l a s t e r w o r k  o r n a m e n t .

d u n c a n  and C o ' s  b u i l d i n g s  i n  A d de r  l e y  S t r e e t ,  d e s i g n e d  b y  Freeman I L L . 16 9

and b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a s l i g h t l y  mo re  r e s t r a i n e d  v e r s i o n  

o f  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t ' s  w o r k .  A c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  B u r m e s t e r s  n e x t  d o o r  

b r i n g s  o u t  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  wo'-k o f  t h e  

e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  and t h a t  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  c a n  be  s e e n  t h a t  

t n e r e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  no c h a n g e  i n  s c a l e ,  b o t h  b e i n g  f i v e  b a y s .  N e v e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  a d i s t i n c t  mo ve me nt  away f r om  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  

a r c h i t e c t o n i c  o r n a m e n t s  o f  t h e  ' P a l a z z o '  s t y l e  t o w a r d s  a f i n e r  and  

f u s s i e r  d i s p l a y  o f  p l a s t e r w o r k  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  The l a r g e r  o p e n i n g s  

o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  t y p i c a l  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  o f  t h e  

t i m e .  R o u n d - h e a d e d  w i nd o ws  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w e r e  a l s o  p o p u l a r  

C o r n i c e s  and p ar ap  ■ c o m p l e t e d  t h e  r i c h  e f f e c t  d e s i r e d .

The  S . A .  Bank i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  was  an e x t e n s i v e  m o d e r n i s a t i o n  I L L . 1 7 0

o f  1 8 7 7 ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  m o s t  o p u l e n t  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  c u r r e n t  m a n n e r .

T h i s  f a c a d e  f a i r l y  b r i s t l e s  w i t h  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  r i c h ,  i t  

i s  a l s o  mo r e  b o l d l y  p l a s t i c  t h a n  m o s t  o f  i t s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  The  

g r o u n d  f l o o r  i s  r u s t i c a t e d  a n d  t h e  r e c e s s e s  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g s  a r e  

h e a v i l y  m o d e l l e d  w h i l s t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  b a l c o n i e s  p r o j e c t  b o l d l y  i n  

a s t a c c a t o  r hy thm on h e a v y  b r a c k e t s .  The m g h l y  w r o u g h t  wi ndow  

n o o d s  a r e  t o p p e d  by an i n c r e a s i n g l y  r i c h  c o .  n i c e  a nd p a r a p e t .  A l t o ­

g e t h e r  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a g l o r i o u s  c o n c o c t i o n .

A l e s s  e x h u b e r a n t  b u i l d i n g  was  t h a t  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  S t .  G e o r g e s  and I L L . 171

C a s t l e  s t r e e t s .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  y e t  a n p t h e r  e a r l y  1 87 0  

m o d e r n i s a t i o n ,  t h e  s p a c i n g  o f  t h e  w i nd o ws  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  o l d e r  h o u s e  

t h a t  s t o o d  on t h e  s p o t .  The b u i l d i n g  had t h r e e  b a y s  on b o t h  e l e v a t i o n s



b u t  t h e  mor e  i m p o r t a n t  o n e  was  t o  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  and was  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  by c o u p l e d  r u s t i c a t e d  p i l a s t e r s  on t h e  g r o u n d  

f l o o r  w i t h  r u s t i c  p i e r s  a b o v e  t h e  m o u l d e d  s t r i n g  and p e d e s t a l .

The g r o u n d  f l o o r  o p e n i n g s  w e r e  r u s t i c a t e d  a l l  r o u n d  w h i l s t  t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r  had a r c h i t r a v e s .  The u p p e r  c e n t r a l  w i n d o w s  on e a c h  e l e v a t i o n  

w e r e  e m p h a s i s e d  by a s i m p l e  h o r i z o n t a l  h o o d m o u n t i n g .  The p l a i n  

c o r n i c e  had a p a n e l l e d  p a r a p e t  f . b o v e .  I t s  s o l i d i t y  and s l i g h t l y  

awkward r e s t r a i n t  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l t h o u g h  

o f f i c e s  t e n d e d  t o  b e  l e s s  e x u b e r a n t  t h a n  s h o p s .

The S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C h a m b e r s ,  a l s o  i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  a r e  y e t  

a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  b u t  i n  a much more  p o l i s h e d  

way t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p l e .  I t  h a s  t h e  u s u a l  f i v e  b a y ,  d o u b l e  

s t o r e y e d  f r o n t  w i t h  r u s t i c a t e d  o a s e  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  m ou l d e d  s t r i n g  

and p e d e s t a l .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  " i n d o w s  w e r e  r o u n d - h e a d e d  w h i l s t  a 

s t r i n g  m o u l d i n g  r a n  t h r o u g h ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a hoo d and i m p o s t .  A 

d e n t i l l a t e d  c o r n i c e  and b a l u s t r a d e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  f a c a d e .  A v e r y  

c r i s p l y  h a n d l e d  e l e v a t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  an e a r l y  wo rk  o f  F re em an .

I s a a c  a nd C o ' s  f u r n i t u r e  w a r e h o u s e s  i n  L o n g m a r k e t  S t r e e t  r e p r e s e n t  

a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  l e s s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a m b i t i o u s  s h o p  o r  s t o r e  

o f  t h e  mid 1 8 7 0 ' s .  B u i l t  i n  t h r e e  s t a g e s ,  t h e y  e a c h  r e p e a t  t h e  

same e l e m e n t s .  F i r s t l y  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  l a r g e ,  s e g m e n t e d  a r c h e d  

o p e n i n g s  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  w i t h  p l a t e  g l a s s  w i n d o w s .  Then a b o v e  

w e r e  s i m i l a r l y  a r c h e d  w in d ow s  w i t h  a r c h i t r a v e s ,  m o u l d i n g s  and r e ­

c e s s e d  p a n e l s  b e l o w .  T h e r e  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  c o r n i c e  

w i t h  c u r i o u s l y  s h a p e d  t e r m i n a l s  on  t h e  p a r a p e t s .

Van R y n ' s  Wine S t o r e  ( 1 8 7 4 )  i n  t h e  B u i t e n g r a c h t , a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  

work o f  I n g l e s b y ,  was  a r a t h e r  l a v i s h  d i s p l a y  o f  p l a s t e r  wo r k

o r n a m e n t ,  a l l  u s e d  i n  a r a t h e r  a p p l i e d  w ay .  On t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r

t h e  s e g m e n t a l  a r t h e s  w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  c o n t i n u o u s  i m p o s t  and m o u l d i n g  

w e r e  g i v e n  l a r g e  p a n e l s  o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  s t r i p s  and c i r c l e s  w h i c h  

w e r e  v e r y  f l a t .  The c o r n i c e  and b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  i t s  e l a b o r a t e  s h o p ­

f r o n t - l i k e  b r a c k e t s  and f i n i a l s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  f r e t w o r k  a r e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f a c a d e ' s  ' P i e c e  de  R e s i s t a n c e ' .

F l o w e r ' s  B u i l d i n g s  on Dock Road d a t e  f r o m c .  1 8 7 7  and c o n s i s t e d  o f

two i d e n t i c a l  f a c a d e s  s t a n d i n g  a l o n g s i d e  e a c h  o t h e r .  A l m o s t  c e r t a i n ­

l y  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  o w n e r ,  who was an e n g i n e e r  o f  s o r t s ' ^  , t h e y  

r e p r e s e n t  a more  u t i l i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  c u r r e n t l y
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f a s h  n a b l e  m o t i f s .  A c u r i o u s i t y  i s  t h e  n a r r o w  d o u b l e  w i nd ow a b o v e  

t h e  d o o r w a y .

In D e c e m b e r  1 8 7 3 ,  t h e r e  was s e t  i n  m o t i o n  w h a t  was t o  be come  t h e  

b i g g e s t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  c e r t a i n l y  o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  and  

p o s s i b l y  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ^ ^ ' .  T h i s  was t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  an a d v e r t ­

i s e m e n t  c a l l i n g  f o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  d e s i g n s  f o r  le p r o p o s e d  H o u s e s  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t  T h i s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  was  p l a c e d  b o t h  l o c a l l y  and i n  

L on d o n ^ 4 1 ) .  The s i t e  was  i n  t h e  G o v er n m e nt  G a r d e n s ,  and d r a w i n g s  

w e r e  t o  be  s u b m i t t e d  by March 1 8 7 4 .  S e v e n  d e s i g n s  w e r e  e n t e r e d  

o f  w h i c h  o n e ,  ‘ S p e s  B o n a 1 was e v e n t u a l l y  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

pr emi um.  The a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n ,  C. F r e e m a n ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  w o r k ­

i n g  f o r  t h e  Cape P.W.D.  and t h e  o n l y  c o l o n i a l  c o m p e t i t o r ,  was  

a p p o i n t e d  i n  November 1 9 7 4 .  C e r t a i n  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e n  

r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  had b e e n  f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e .  As t h e r e  was  a c e r t a i n  u r g e n c y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  

t h e  n e x t  s i x  t o  s e v e n  m o nt h s  we ^e  t a k e n  up w i t h  t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  o f  

t h e  s i t e ,  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  s u b s t r u c t u r e  and m o d i f y i n g  t h e  d e s i g n ,  a l l  

mo r e  o r  l e s s  c o n c u r r e n t l y .  A number  o f  r e v i s e d  e s t i m a t e s  w e r e  

p r e p a r e d  by Fre eman d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  f i r s t ,  i n  May,  a m o un t e d  t o  

£ 8 , 0 7 5  e x t r a ,  o v e r  and a b o v e  t h e  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  e s t i m a t e .

The s e c o n d  e s t i m a t e  made i n  J u n e ,  t o t a l l e d  £ 1 0 2 , 0 0 0  b u t  t h i s  i n c l u d e d  

an a mo un t  o f  £ 2 7 , 5 0 0  f o r  s t o n e  f a c i n g ,  w n i c h  was  an e x t r a .  The  

t h i r d  e s t i m a t e ,  d e l i v e r e d  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  a m o un t e d  t o  £ 1 1 4 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s u d d e n l y  g a ' v a n i s e d  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  Works i n t o  

a c t i o n .  He t h e n  demanded an e x p l a n a t i o n .  T h i s  was  g i v e n ,  b u t  m a t t e r s  

w e n t  f r o m  bad t o  w o r s e ,  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  new f o u n d a t i o n s  a l s o  

b e i n g  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n .  On t h e  1 5 t h  F e b r u a r y  1 8 7 6 ,  Freeman wa s  

d i s c h a r g e d  a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  He t h e n  p e t i t i o n e d  P a r l i a m e n t  a nd e  

r e s u l t  wa s  a s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  i n  May and J u n e .  The e v i ­

d e n c e  g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  r u n s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150 p a g e s  

and p r o v i d e s  many i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w o r l d  o f  t h e  Cape i n  

t h e  1 8 7 0 ' . / 4 ^ . A numoer o f  r e f e r e n c e s  w i l l  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w ­

i n g  c h a p t e r s  V: s u c h  a s p e c t s  a s  c o s t s ,  e s t i m a t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  

c o n t r a c t o r s  a c t i n g  a s  a r c h i t e c t s  a nd t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a r c h i t e c t s .  

C o n f i n i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  H o us e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  

t h a t  t h e  c o s t  l i m i t  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  i i  1 8 7 3  was  u n r e a l i s t i c ;  t h i s  

was £ 3 5 , 0 0 0  t o  £ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  S i n c e  i t  was  r e v i s e d  t o  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 7 4 ,  

b u i l d i n g  p r i c e s  had e s c a l a t e d  w i t h  no p r o v i s i o n  b e i n g  made f o r  t h i s
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a t  a l l .  I t  a l s o  t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d e s i g n s  made by t h e  

C o l o n i a l  E n g i n e e r  i n  t h e  I 8 6 0 ' s had n e v e r  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d ,  s o  t h e r e  

was  no  y a r d s t i c k .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  no c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  a s  t o  t h e  

a d d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  by  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  n o t  was a ny  e x e r c i s e d  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  

n a d ,  in t u r n ,  b e e n  c a u s e d  by t h e  e x t r a  d e p t h  t o  w h i c h  f h e y  had t o  

be  s u n k .  T h e r e  was a l s o  c o n f u s i o n ,  w i l f u l  o r  n o t ,  a s  t o  p r i c i n g  

t h e  y a r d s t i c k  g i v e n  by  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  Works o f  London p r i c e s  

p l u s  20% b e i n g  u n r e a l i s t i c .  F re eman c U i m e d  t h a t  he  was  u s i n g  t h i s  

f o r  h i s  p r i c i n g ,  w h i l s t  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  a s s u m e d  h e  was  u s i n g  

Cape p r i c e s .  A g a i n ,  t h e r e  was  c o n f u s i o n  a s  t o  how t h e  e s t i m a t e s  

w e r e  a r r i v e d  a t .  Freeman c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h i s  r o u g h e s t i m a t e  was  

v e t t e d  by t h e  P.W.O.  and c l e a r e d  by  t h e m .  Then t h e r e  was  f u r t h e "  

c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  a c t u a l  p r i c i n g  m e t h o d s  u s e d ,  t h a t  i s ,  how 

q u a n t i t i e s  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  a n d , a s  i f  t h i s  was n o t  e n o u g n , t h e  

a c t u a l  m e t h o d  o f  b u i l d i n g  wa s  h a r d l y  c o n d u c i v e  t o  c o n t r o l l i n g  c o s t .  

I t  had b e e n  f i r s t l y  d e p a r t m e n t a l  l a b o u r ,  t h e n  p i e c e w o r k , a n d  f i n a l l y  

c o n t r a c t .  No t e n d e r s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  e v e r  c a l l e d  f o r .

L a s t l y ,  t o  c o m p l e t e  a p i c t u r e  o f  a l m o s t  t o t a l  c o n f u s i o n ,  no d i s t i n c t  

a r e a s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w e r e  a l l o c a t e d  a s  i n  t h e  e n d ,  n e i t h e r  

F r e e m a n ,  n o r  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r ,  n o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  a p p e a r e d  t o  

h a v e  had a c l e a r  i d e a  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o w e r s .

The  c o n d u c t  o f  t h i s  a f f a i r  d o e s  n o t  r e b o u n d  t o  a n y b o d y ' s  c r e d i t ,  b u t  

a l t h o u g h  Freeman s h a r e s  t i e  b l a m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  c o s t  

w n e r e  he  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b l a n d l y  a s s u m e d ,  w r o n g l y  a s  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  

t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was w i l l i n g  t o  d e v o t e  u n l i m i t e d  f u n d s  t o  t h e  

b u i l d i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  s t i l l  s e em t h a t  he  was  made t he  s c a p e g o a t  f o r  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  b u r e a c r a t i c  b u n g l i n g .  I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  1 8 7 9  t h a t  

b u i l d i n g  was  r e s u m e d .

Of  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  d i m e n s i o n s , t h e  new P o s t  O f f i c e  i n  S t .  

G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 3 .  The a r c h i t e c t  was C. F r e e m a n ,  

t h e n  w i t h  t h e  P.W.O.  The d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  b u i l d i n g  was  s i t u a t e d  on  

t h e  c o r n e r  s i t e  and was  a r e s t r a i n e d  v e r s i o n  o f  a more  e l a b o r a t e  

s t y l o  t h a t  Fre ema n u s e d  i n  h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  s l i g h t l y  l a t e r  

when i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  D e r i v e d  b a s i c a l l y  f rom t i e  ' P a l a z z o '  

s t y l e ,  t h e  g r o u n d  £ 1 o o r  i s  r u s t i c a t e d  w i t h  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l a r g e  

o p e n i n g s  u n d e r  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s .  P i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  ran uo t h e  b u i l d ­

i n g ,  d i v i d i n g  i t  i n t o  b a y s ,  and w i t h  a s m a l l  b u t  c o r r e c t  c o r n i c e
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t o p p e d  by  a b a l u s t r a d e ,  f i n i s h e d  t h e  f a c a d e .  The v e r a n d a h  was 

c a n t i l e v e r e d  o f f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c a s t  i r o n  b r a c k e t s  and had a 

t r i m  o f  e l a b o r a t e  f r e t w o r k .  A l l  t h e  o r n a m e n t  and m o u l d i n g s  w e r e  

o f  a v e r y  s m a l l  s c a l e  and f l a t ,  t h i s  b e i n g  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

l i m i t s  o f  t h e  p l a s t e r w o r k e r 1s a r t .

C l a r e m o n t  H a l l ,  l a t e r  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  h a l l ,  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 9  a s  I L L . 179

a p r i v a t e  v e n t u r e  by some o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s u b u r b s ,  a s  a 

s u i t a b l e  v e n u e  f o r  g a t h e r i n g s .  I t s  s i z e  was  1 1 0 '  x 3 7 '  ( 3 3 m x l l m ) , 

a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The a r c h i t e c t  i s  n o t  known b u t  was(44)
p r o b a b l y  E. Knox'  . The p r i n c i p a l  f a c a d e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a c e n t r a l  

b a y  w i t h  s m a l l e r  w i n g s .  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  w a ,  r u s t i c a t e d  w i t h  s m a l l  

k e y s t o n e s  o v e r  t h e  o p e n i n g s .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  bay  

was g i v e n  a t e m p l e  f r o n t  w i t h  t h r e e  l a r g e  r o u n o - h e a d e d  d o o r s  o p e n ­

i n g  o n t o  a s m a l l  c a n t i l e v e r e d  b a l c o n y .  A l t h o u g h  p l a i n ,  t h e  e l e v a t ­

i o n  was  n o t  w i t h o u t  a c e r t a i n  q : i e t  d i g m ' t y  an d some s k i l l  i s  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  i t s  e l e m e n t s  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  

d o u b l i n g  o f  t h e  c o l u m n s  a t  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a y  t o  make a 

c o n t a i n i n g  g e s t u r e .

A s m a l l  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  Y . M. C .A .  a t  S t e l l e n b o s c h .  I L L . 180

B u i l t  i n  1 8 7 4 ,  i t  c a n  be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C.O.  H a g e r ^ 4 5 ^. The h e x a -

s t y l e  t e m p l e  f r o n t  i s  a c u r i o s i t y  a s  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n  h a r k s  b a c k  v e r y

s t r o n g l y  t o  German N e o - C l a s s i c i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  p c i n t i ^ g

on t h e  p e d i m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f r e e  m ann er  i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s

a r e  u s e d  i s  mor e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a t e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Some o f

t h e  mor e  o b v i o u s  l i b e r t i e s  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  f o r m s  a r e  t h e

s t e e p n e s s  o f  t h e  r o o f ,  and t h e  g r o u p i n g  o f  t h e  c o l u m n s .  As c a n  be

s e e n ,  t h e s e  a r e  g r o u p e d  i n  p a i r s  w i t h  t h e  e n d  o n e s  s i n g l e  b u t  a l s o

t o  some e x t e n t  c o u p l e d  w i t h  an i n n e r  c o l u m n  p a r t l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e

w a l l  be hi rn .  Even t h e s e  c o l u m n s  s e e m t o  be  t h i n  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y

10* t o  I i n  p r o p o r t i o n )  and t h e r e f o r e  n o t  ' c o r r e c t ' .

In 1 8 7 9 ,  a f t e r  a l l o w i n g  t h e  d u s t  t o  s e t t l e  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a t t e m p t ,

t h e  Cape P a r l i a m e n t  a g a i n  s e t  t h e  w h e e l s  in m o t i o n .  T h i s  t i m e  i t  

was  r e s o l v e d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s q u a b b l e s  t h a t  c o u l d  r e s u l t ,  from 

a n o t h e r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  s o  by an O r d e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e ,  t h e  P .W. D.  was  

i n s t r u c t e d  t o  p r e p a r e  a d e s i g n .  H. G r e a v e s , t h e  a r c i i i t e c t u r a l  

a s s i s t a n t ,  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  d e s i g n  and work was s t a r t e d  i n  1880,  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a t t e m p t s  b e i n g  r em o v e d .  A more r e a l i s t i c



b u d g e t  o f  £ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0  was  s e t  t h i s  t i m e .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  

e a r l y  1 8 8 5 ,  w h e n ,  i n  May o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was  h e l d  i n  

t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The c o n t r a c t o r  was  J .  B u l l  o f  S o u t h a m p t o n ,  an i n d i c a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  c a p a b i l  „s  o f  l o c a l  

b u i l d e r s 1"*6 ' .  The b u i l d i n g  f i n a l l y  c o s t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  £ 2 2 0 , 0 C 0 ^ 4 ^ .

G r e a v e s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  F r e e m a n ' s  b a s i c  p l a n n i n g  q u i t e  

c l o s e l y .  A l t h o u g h  F r e e m a n ' s  d r a w i n g s  h a v e  n o t  s u r v i v e d ,  we do know 

f r o m c o n t e m p o r a r y  d e s c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  he  had a c e n t r a l  v e s t i b u l e  w i t h  

t h e  c h  mb er s  on  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  

a r r a n g e d  a r o u n d  i n t e r n a l  c o u r t s  E x t e r n a l l y ,  G r e a v e s  w as  a l s o  much 

i n f l u e n c e d  by F r e e m a n ' s  e l e v a t i o n s ;  t h e  o c t o s t y l e  p o r t i c o  i n  p a i r e d  

c o l  urns a p p e a r s  i n  F r e e m a n ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a s  d o  t h e  c o r n e r  p a v i l i o n s  

w i t h  Mansa rd r o o f s .  The p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  d o e s  n u t  h a v e  t h e  c e n t r a l  

c u p o l a .  T h i s  i s  a p i t y  a s  i t  l a c k s  t h e  s u i t a b l e  v e r t i c a l  a c c e n t  

w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  i n  m o s t  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h a t  t i m e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  

t o  i m p l y  t h a t  G r e a v e s  m e r e l y  c o p i e d  F r e e m a n ' s  d e s i g n  b u t  t h a t  i t  i s  

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  s a n c t i o n e d  a n y  ^ n a t e r i a l  d e p a r t u r e  

f ro m w h a t  was  o r i g i n a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  a p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p l a n .

As w e l l  a s  t h i s ,  G r e a v e s  h i m s e l f  was  n o t  an e x p e r i e n c e d  a r c h i t e c t  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  t r a i n e d  a s  a s u r v e y o r / c l e r k  o f  w o r k s .  In 

f a c t  he  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  l e a n e d  h e a v i l y  on a d v i c e  f ro m h i s  f o r m e r  e m p l o y ­

e r  i n  L o n d o n ,  J .  W h i c h c o r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  d e s i g n .  As 

b u i l t ,  t h e  b a s e  i s  i n  r u s t i c a t e d  g r a n i t e  w h i l e  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  

i s  f a c e d  i n  i m p o r t e d  r e d  S u f f o l k  b r i c k s  w i t h  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s .

T h e r e  a r e  n u me ro us  a w k w a r d n e s s e s  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  p o r t i c o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s t o p s  s h o r e  j u s t  

a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b a l u s t r a d e  o f  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l e a v i n g  a 

c ’ umsy g a p .

The c r a mp e d s i t i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a l s o  d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  l a c k i n g  

a s  i t  d o e s ,  some f o r m a l  o p e n  s p a c e  i n  f r o n t  o f  i t  f o r  which  t h i s  

t y p e  o f  b u i l d i n g  was t h e  normal  s e t t i n g .  Al l  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  d r aw­

i n g s  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h i s  by making t h e  sp a c e  i n  f r o n t  o f  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  t wo o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  w id e r  t h a n  i t  a c t u a l l y  i s .  The 

s i t i n g  h a s  b e e n  w o r s e n e d  by s u b s e q u e n t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .

F i r s t l y ,  t h e  U n i o n  P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g  anu t h e n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

a n n e x  w h i c h  i s  a lump o f  washed c u t  c l a s s i c i s m  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t h i n g  

f o r  i t s  p a r e n t .  The r e l a t i v e l y  t a l l  b u i l d i n g s  on P a r l i a m e n t  

S t r e e t  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  c a n y o n  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  f o r e c o u r t .
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I n t e r n a l l y ,  t n e  b u i l d i n g  was  f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  s o m b r e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  

t i m e  w i t h  much c r i m s o n ,  d a r k  wood and r i c h l y  p a t t e r n e d  e n c a u s t i c  

t i l e s .

B u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 8 4 - 1 8 8 5 ,  t h e  D r i l l  H a l !  on  Lai  don S q u a r e  

was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  f o r c e s  ^  \  I t  was  

o p e n e d ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  cerem o n y , on 1 5 t h  D e ce m be r  1 8 8 5 .  The  

a r c h i t e c t .  O'", m o r e  c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  e n g i n e e r ,  was  J .  T e n n a n t ,  C . E.  

H o w e v e r , i t  was  l i t t l e  u s e d  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f o rm  and i n  1 8 8 9 ,

A. De W i t t  was  e n g a g e d  t o  d e s i g n  e n l a r g e m e n t s .  T h e s e  l e f t  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h e  f o rm  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t o d a y .  The s t y l e  

t h a t  t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y  s o u r c e s  a s  ' T u d o r 1 . The  i l l u s t r a t i o n  s h o w s  t h e  mai n  

e n t r a n c e  b l o c k  w i t h  i t s  h o t c h p o t c h  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e l e m e n t s .  S t a r t i n g  

f r om t h e  t o p ,  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  m i n i a t u r e  b a t t l e m e n t s  on  a c o r b e l  l e d  

s t r i n g  c o u r s e ,  c r u c i f o r m  a r r o w  s i t e s  f l a n k i n g  s t r a n g e l y  s t e p p e d , 

h o o d e d  t o p  end p a v i l i o n  w i n d o w s , w h i l s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  wi ndow h a s  a 

c u r i o u s  G o t h i c  f o r m .  B e l o w a r e  q u a s i - G o t h i c  w i n d o w s  w i t h  i n n e r  

r o u n d e d  h e a d s .  I t  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  a r a t h e r  e c c e n t r i c  d e s i g n .

An i n t e r e s t i '  g o d d i t y  o f  t h e  t i m e  i s  t h e  A l f r e d  C l o c k  Tower  a t  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  t r  t h e  s i m i l a r l y  named B a s i n .  I t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 3  t o  t h e  

d e s i g n  o f  t h e  H a r b o u r  E n g i n e e r .  S q u a r e  on  p l a n  w i t h  c h a m f e r e d  

c o r n e r s  , t h i s  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n s ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  f o u r - s i d e d  c l o c k ,  a 

r e a d i n g  room on t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  an o f f i c e  on t h e  f i r s t ,  and a 

t i d e  g a u g e  a t  t h e  b a s e  w h i c h  i s  v i s i b l e  e x t e r n a l l y .  B u i l t  o f  r e d  

f a c e b r i c k  w i t h  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s ,  i t  i s  an odd d e s i g n ,  c l u m s y  i n  

d e t a i l  b u t  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  o f  o r n a m e n t a l  

u t i l i t y .

Wi t h t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  a number o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  

f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  m o r e  f i t t i n g  m u n i ­

c i p a l  a c c o m m c d a t i o n  The new Town H a l l  o f  P a a r l  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  

was  o n e  o f  t h e s e .  A f i v e  b ay  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a 

b a l c o n y  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  i t  was a m o d e s t  d e s i g n  w i t h  a r u s t i c a t e d  

b a s e  and p i l a s t e r s  a b o v e .  C e n t r a l  e m p h a s i s  was  g i v e n  by a s m a l l  

g a b l e  c o n t a i n i n g  a c l o c k .  B e h i n d  t h i s  l o o m e d  a l a r g e  v e n t i l a t o r ,  

p r e s u m a b l y  t o  t h e  h a l l  b e l o w .

The g r a n d e s t  o f  t h e s e  town h a l l s  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  b u i l t  a t  

M a l m e s b u r y  i n  1 8 8 5 .  D e s i g n e d  by G. A l e x a n d e r ,  i t  had a s y m m e t r i c a l

I L L . 1 8 2

I L L . 1 8 3

ILL. 1 8 4

I L L . 18 5
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l a y o u t  w i t h  a d o m i n a n t  t o w e r  o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  h a l l  p r o p e r .

In t h e  w i n g s , w h i c h  ran down t h e  s i d e s ,  w e r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p u b l i c  

o f f i c e s .  Of p l a s t e r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f s ,  i t  i s  i n  

t h e  h e a v y ,  b a s i c a l l y  c l a s s i c a l ,  s t y l e  t h a t  was  t h e n  A l e x a n d e r ' s .

The c h i m n e y s ,  a s  r ema r ke d  e l s e w h e r e ,  w e r e  t u r n e d  a t  4 5 °  t o  t h e i r  

b a s e ,  a d i s t i n c t i v e  A l e x a n d e r  m o t i f .

The  t h i r d  o f  t h e s e  town h a l l s  was  t h a t  b u i l t  i n  Sea P o i n t  i n  1 8 8 3 ,  I L L . 1 8 6

t h e  a r c h i t e c t  b e i n g  G. Ransome.  The  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  i n c l u d e d  a l a r g e  h a l l  w i t h  a s t a g e  and a n c i l l a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .

T h e r e  was  a l s o  a l a r g e  room o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  was  s i m p l y  d e t a i l e d  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  m o t i f s ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  a 

d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d ,  t r i p l e  a r c h e d ,  e n t r a n c e  l o g i a .  The r o o f  was  l o w

p i t c h e d  b u t  v i s i b l e ,  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  v e n t i l a t o r s .  I t  w as  s u b s t a n t ­

i a l l y  a dd e d  t o  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

U n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  

was  t h e  New S t a n d a r d  Bank.  I t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 3 - 1 8 8 4 .  F re eman w as  I L L . 1 8 7

t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and t h i s  w as  h i s  l a r g e s t  b u i l d i n g  t o  d a t e .  I t  was  a l s o  

h i s  c h a n c e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  i n  a c o n v i n c i n g  way a f t e r  

t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  H o us e  f i a s c o  o f  1 8 7 5 - 1 8 7 6 .  The b u i l d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  

much a l t e r e d ,  s t i l l  s i t s  o n  i t s  i s l a n d  s i t e  on w h a t  was  t h e n  t h e  

s o u t h - w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  Grand P a r a d e .  A l t h o u g h  now hemmed i n  by  

l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  i t  t h e n  p o s s e s s e d  a v e r y  r a r e  o p e n  s i t e  t o  w h i c h ,  

a s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p h o t o g r a p h s  i n d i c a t e ,  i t  d i d  f u l l  j u s t i c e .  S i t t i n g  

on i t s  g r a n i t e  p l i n t h ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  e x e r c i s e  

i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  R e n a i s s a n c e  r e v i v a l  w i t h  a a t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  s u r ­

m o u n t e d  by an e l e v a t e d  c u p o l a  on a s q u a r e  b a s e ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a 

f i g u r e  o f  B r i t a n n i a .  T h i s  was  f l a n k e d  by  w i n g s  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  

s m a l l  p a v i l i o n s ,  c a p p e d ,  i n  t u r n ,  by Mansar d r o o f s .  The d e t a i l i n g ,  

i n  c e m e n t  p l a s t e r ,  i s  v e r y  a s s u r e d  and f r e e  f rom some o f  t h e  

c l u m s i n e s s e s  t h a t  c a n  be  d e t e c t e d  on t h e  He'_'<*< oT P a r l i a m e n t .

E x t e r n a l l y ,  an i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  a m a s s i v e  c a s t  i r o n  

f e n c e  a r o u n d  t h e  p o r t i c o  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a h a r b i n g e r  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  

l a t e r  u s a g e  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .  The m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

i n t e r i o r  was  t h e  l a r g e  d o u b l e  v o l u m e  b a n k i n g  h a l l  a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  

o f  w h i c h  t h e  l e s s e r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  was  a r r a n g e d .  The d o t t e d  l i n e  

on t h e  p l a n  s h o ws  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  was  

l a t e r  e x p a n d e d  t o  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  s i t e  i n  1 8 5 7 .



A n o t h e r  s m a l l e r  bank o f  t h e  t i m e  w a s  t h e  A f r i c a n  B a n k i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  

B u i I d i n g  i n  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1 88 0  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  

E . B . J .  Knox.  A l t h o u g h  m o d e s t  i n  s c a l e ,  b e i n g  o n l y  two f l o o r s  h i g h ,  

1 t  15 c o m p e t e n t l y  h a n d l e d  i n  a r e s t r a i n e d  R e n a i s s a n c e  m a nn er  w h i c h  

was t h o u g h t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  b a n k s .  D i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  b a y s  by  

P l a s t e r  s t r i p s  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  w i t h  c o u p l e d  c o l u m n s  a b o v e ,  i t  

hao a c e n t r a l  r o u n d - h e a d e d  d o o r w a y  w i t h  a P a l l a d i a n  wi ndo w a b o v e  

w h i c h  i n  t u r n  w as  t o p p e d  by  a s e g m e n t a l  p e d i m e n t  i n  w h i c h  w as  some  

s . i g h t l y  i n c o n g r u o u s  s t a t u a r y .  In e a c h  s i d e  b a y ,  w e r e  c o u p l e d  

w i n d o w s  w h i c h ,  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  w e r e  r o u n d - h e a d e d ,  w h i l s t  t h e  

o n e s  a b o v e  had s e g m e n t e d  h e a d s .  A h e a v y  c o r n i c e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  

f a c a d e .  Tne r a i l i n g  p l a n  b e a r s  l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h i s  f a c a d e ,  

b e i n g  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  l i g h t i n g  i n  a d e e p  c i t v  

o t .  T h i s  i s  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t o p  l i g h t i n g  i n  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  and" 
l i g h t  w e l l s  f o r  s m a l l e r  s p a c e s .

Two b u i l d i n g s ,  b o t h  d a t i n g  f r o m 1 8 8 4  and b o t h  b y  F r e e m a n ,  d e s e r v e  

o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  T h e a t r e  R o y a l .  Burg  S t r e e t ,  

w h i c h  had b u r n t  o u t  t h a t  y e a r  and wa s  r e - b u i l t  a l m o s t  i m e d i a t e l y .

e  c o n t r a c t o r  was I n g l e s b y .  No d r a w i n g  s u r v i v e s  b u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o r s e - s h o e  s h a p e  i n  p l a n .

- x  e r n a l l y ,  i t  wa s  v i r t u a l l y  a r e - v a m p  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 8 7 4  b u i l d ­

i n g  w h i c h  was  a l s o  by F re em an .  The  s t i l t e d  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  w i t h  

t h e  p r o m i n e n t  k e y s t o n e s  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  work o f  t h a t  t i m e  

a s  i s  t h e  o v e r a l l  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  f a c a d e ,  w i t h  i t s  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  

a s c a 1 e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  The  e l a b o r a t e  b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  i t s  f r e ­

q u e n t  o v a l  m o t i f s  c a p p e d  by  u r n - l i k e  p i n n a c l e s  a r e  a n o t h e r  h a l l ­
mark o f  F r e e m a n ' s  work.

The Y . M. C . A .  i h  Long S t r e e t  i s  t h e  o t h e r  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  b u i l d i n g s ,  

h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ' " ' ,  i t  „ „  t r e a t e d  a s  t w o  b u i l d i n g s  J o i n e d  

t o g e t n e r ,  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  t o  Long S t r e e t  h a v i n g  a t h r e e  b a y ,  c e n t r a l l y  

d o m i n a t e d  f a c a d e  w n i l s t  t h a t  t o  t n e  s i d e  s t r e e t  was  g i v e n  t h e  same  

b u t  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  t r e a t m e n t .  T h e s e  two e l e v a t i o n s  w e r e  j o i n e d  

° y  a r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n  b a y .  The b a l u s t r a d e s  w e r e  more  m o d e s t  t h a n  

t n e  T h e a t r e  Royal  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  s m a l l  s c a l e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  

P i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  d i v i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  v e r t i c a l l y  a nd s t r i n g  c o u r s e s  

h o r i z o n t a l l y .  Tne w i n d o w s ,  s t i l l  u n d e r  h e a v y  k e y s t o n e s ,  a r e  s e t  

i n  p a i r s  and t r i p l e s  b u t  i t  i s  c u r i o u s  t o  o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h e  p a i r s  

n a v e  t w o  k e y s t o n e s  and t h e  t r i p l e s  o n l y  o n e .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l
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t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  w i nd o ws  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  

a e s t h e t i c  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  mor e  l i g h t  a nd t n e r e f o r e  c l o s e r  

s e t  w i n d o w s .  What i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  a b o u t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  t h e  

u s e  o f  t h e  c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  b r a c k e t s

n i l  " o r k ^ r  r e c o g n i s e d  by  Fre ema n v e r y  e a r l y  i n

L e n n o n ' s  B u i l d i n g s  on t h e  c o m e r  o f  A d d e r l e y  and S t r a n d  S t r e e t s  was  

e - b u i i t  i n  1 8 8 6 .  The i l l u s t r a t i o n  s h o ws  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c . ' 8 9 4  b e f o r e

t z z s z c - z z z z z z z z r

a S h ' ° n ° f  t h S  da> " ( t h  '  r u s t i c t e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r .
TOO u n c n m f o r t a u l e  v o i d  o f  t h e  p l a t e  g l a s s  w i nd o w s  on t h e  s p l a y e d

c o r n e r  w h i c h  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e  h e a v y  m a s o n a r y  a b o v e ,  s h o w s  v e r y

c l e a r l y  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  d i l e m m a  t h a t  l a r g e  e x p a n s e s  o f  g l a s s  o f t e n

p o s e d  i n  t . , a  u s e  o f  h i s t o r i c  s t y l e s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  A d d e r l e y

t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  ( t h e  s h o r t  s i d e )  i s  mo r e  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  a more

t r a o n . o n a ,  s o l i d  t o  v o i d  r a t i o .  T h i s  was o n e  o f  A.  be  W i t t ' s  
e a r l i e r  d e s i g n s .

~ z : , = z  %
Of t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  L i k e  L e n n o n ' s ,  i t  was ad d ed  t o  i n  q u i c k  

s u c c e s s i o n .  I t  was i n i t i a l l y  d o u b l e d  i n  s i z e ,  c . 1 8 9 0 ,  p r o b a b l y  by

a e .  o u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  was c o m p e t e n t  e n o u g n  i n  t n e  f r a m e d  up 

m u s c u l a r ' s t y l e  o f  t h e  , 8 8 0 ' s  w i t h  i t s  l a r g e r  t n a n  h i t h e r t o  v o i d s .

a n L h ° " T r " "  ^ u r c h  S q u a r e ,  p r o b a b l y
e r  o f  F re eman s d e s i g n s ,  d a t e d  f r om  , 8 8 8  a n d ,  b e i n g  b o t h  on a

s i m i , a r  s c a l e  an d f r e e  f rom t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s h o p  w i n d o w s ,  was  more  

a t  e a s e  m  i t s  ' t r e e '  R e n a i s s a n c e  t r e a t m e n t ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  was W  

b u s y  t h a n  t h e  t y p i c a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  The f a c a d e  was  
e a r n e d  o u t  i n  c e m e n t  p l a s t e r .

Two mo r e  a v e r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  , 8 8 0 ' s  w e r e  S c o t t  B r o s ,  a nd ,  

o . o .  J o n e s .  B o t h  had c o r n e r  s i t e s  w i t h  e n t r a n c e s  i n  t h e  s p l a y s .

') 0 n ‘ S , s  p o s s , b l *  t h e  " c e  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r
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v o i d s  o f  t h e  s h o p  w i nd o w s  s e t  i n t o  f r a m e s  by me ans  o f  p i l a s t e r

s t r i p s  w h i c h  r an  up t h e  f a c a d e s ,  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  u p p e r  w in d o w s  w e r e

s e t  a s  p a n e l s .  S c o t t  B r o s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was  t r e a t e d  a s  t wo  I L L .

b a n d s  w i t h  l a r g e  s h o p  w in d ow s  b e l o w  and p u n c h e d  h o l e s  a b o v e ,  t h e s e

h a v i n g  a v e r y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

An e x a m p l e  o f  F r e e m a n ' s  o c c a s i o n a l  u n o r t h o d o x y ,  was  J . C .  S m i t h ' s  IL L,

saw m i l l  on H o t t e n t o t ,  now Van R i e b e e c k ,  S q u a r e .  B u i l t  c . 1 8 8 2 ,

t n e  b u i l d i n g  was  c o n t a i n e d  u n d e r  a l a r g e ,  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  r o o f  w h i c h

was c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s e d .  The e l e v a t i o n  t o  t h e  s q u a r e  had i n  t h e

u p p e r  s e c t i o n ,  f i v e  r o u n d e d  w i nd o ws  o f  d i m i n i s h i n g  s i z e s .  B e l o w

was  a l a r g e  o p e n i n g  f l a n k e d  by b l a n k  w i n d o w s .

The C o l o n i a l  Mut ua l  B u i l d i n g  i n  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  ILL

b u i l d i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s 

I t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 8 - 1 8 8 9  w i t h  G. Ransome a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .

A l t h o u g h  s t i l l  q u i t e  a m o d e s t  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  b e i n g  o n l y  t h r e e  f l o o r s  

h i g h ,  i t  p o s s e s s e d  a number o f  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  t o  b e c o me  t h e  

norm s o o n  a f t e r .  T a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  i t s  c o r n e r  s i t e ,  t h i s  was  

g i v e n  a v e r t i c a l  e m p h a s i s  by w h a t  w as  p r o b a b l y  t h e  f i r s t  c o r n e r  

t o w e r  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ^ 5 2 ' .  T h i s  was  an o r n a t e  a f f a i r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  s t e e p  r o o f  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  i n  i t s  t h r e e  t i e r s ,  a c l o c k ,  an  

o r n a t e  v e n t i l a t o r  and a s m a l l  v i e w i n g  p l a t f o r m .  A n o t h e r  s i g n  o f  

t h i n g s  t o  come was  t h e  Mansard r o o f  w i t h  i t s  b u l b o u s  domes o v e r  

t h e  e nd  o a y s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a number o f  f o r m e r  w i nd o w s  b u t  

t h e s e  w e r e  s e t  b a c k  f ro m t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  In o t h e r  way s  

t n e  f a c a d e  was  a l s o  t r e a t e d  more  v i g o r o u s l y  t h a n  had b e e n  u s u a l  w i t n  

a l t e r n a t i n g  p r o j e c t i o n s  and s e t b a c k s .

In t . i e  s m a l l e r  t o w n s ,  t h e  wave  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 3 8 G ' s

saw a l a r g e  amount  o f  new b u i l d i n g s ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  o l d e r  t o w n s  s u c n

a s  Ma lm es b ur y  and W o r c e s t e r ,  w h i c n  u n t i l  t n e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s  ha d  s t i l l

c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  c l u n g  t o  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Cape Du t ch  s t y l e .  L o c a l

v a r i a n t s  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  s t y l e  came i n t o  v o g u e  and h e n c e f o r t h  ILL

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  new b u i l d i n g s  c o n f o r m e d  t o  t h i s  new f a s h i o n .  The

e x a m p l e s  s h o w n ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  p r e c i s e l y  d a t e d ,  w e r e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  ILL

o u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  A t y p i c a l  d e t a i l  i s  t h e  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  and

t h e  hood m o u l d i n g  o v e r  t h e  w i n d o w s .  In M o s s e l  Bay and O u d t s h o o r n

t h e  l o c a l  f r e e s t o n e  was u s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  s i m p l e  o u i l d i n g s  o f  g r e a t

a p p e a l .
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Tne boom t h a t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  and w n i c h  was  c a u s e d  

c r . i e f l y  b y  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  on t h e  W i t w a t e r s r a n d ,  h a s  b e e n  d i s ­

c u s s e d  in d e t a i l  e l s e w h e r e ' 3 ^ .  Cape Town a s  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o r t  t o  

E u r op e  and E a s t e r n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  p l u s  i t s  e x p a n d i n g  r a i l  l i n k  t o  

t n e  i n t e r i o r ,  was  w e l l  p l a c e d  t o  p r o f i t  f r om  t h e  boom.  T h i s  b e g a n  

t o  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  i n  b r i c x s  a nd m o r t a r  i n  Cape Town and r e g i o n  i n  

t h e  m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s ,  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  v o l u m e  t o w a r d s  lOOO^5 4 ' .  In 

s h e e r  q u a n t i t y  i t  w o u l d  be  a s a f e  g u e s s  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  a s  many  

o u i I c i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  Lr.is t i m e  a s  nad b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t n e  w h o l e  o f  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  f i f t y  y e a r s .  T h i s  w o u l d  a p p l y  t o  a l l  t y p e s  o f  b u i l d  

i n g s .  A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  t o  b^ n o t e d  i s  t h e  c r y s t a l i s a t i o n  o f  a numoer  

o f  n e w l y  d i s t i n c t  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s .  T h i s  i r n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t n e s e  

h ad n o t  e x i s t e d  h i t h e r t o ,  b u t  o n l y  t h a t  t h e y  now a s s u m e d  a r e a d i l y  

r e c o g n i s a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i d e n t i t y .  As an e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s , t h e  

o f f i c e  b l o c k  c a n  be  c i t e d .  Whe reas  p r e v i o u s l y  i t  h ad  e x i s t e d  o v e r  

s n o p s  i n  a q u a s i - d o m e s t i c  g u i s e ,  b y  1 8 9 4  a s h o p k e e p e r  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  

i n  n i s  new b u i l d i n g , t h r e e  t o  f o u r  f l o o r s  o f  o f f i c e  s u i t e s  s p e c i f i ­

c a l l y  f o r  r e n t a l  a s  a s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e .  T h i s  r a i s e s  t h e  n e x t

p o i n t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  e no r mo us  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s i z e  o f  c e n t r a l  c i t y

b u i l d i n g s .  The l a r g e  v o lu me  o f  t r a d e  and t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  p r o f i t s  

a l l o w e d  t h e  l e a d i n g  f i r m s  o f  t h e  d a y  t o  b uy  a d j a c e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  

o f t e n  f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u m s ,  a nd e r e c t  l a r g e r  and t a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s .  

S t u t t a f o r d s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  had a l m o s t  d o u b l e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  by 1890  w h i l e  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was  f i v e  f l o o r s  a s  

a g a i n s t  t n e  two o f  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g ' 3 3 ' .

I t  i s  n o t  s u p r i s i n g  t h a t  a b u i l d i n g  boom o f  t n e s e  p r o p o r t i o n s  s n o u l d

a t t r a c t  a number o f  ne w,  r e c e n t l y  q u a l i f i e d  a r c h i t e c t s .  AS shown

e l s e w h e r e - 3^ ,  t h e  number o f  p r a c t i c e s  m u s h r o o m e d ,  s ome  b e i n g  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  by  new a r r i v a l s  and o t n e r s  by a r c h i t e c t s  m o v i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  

o l d e r  p r a c t i c e s  t o  work on t h e i r  own.  T h i s  was t h e  g o l d e n  e r a  

o f  t n e  a r c h i t e c t  i n  Cape Town.  With t h e s e  a r c n i t e c t s  came new i d e a s  

and w h a t  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  by  M e e k s ' 5 ' ^ ,  a s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  c r e a t i v e  

e c l e c t i s c i s m  i n  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b e g a n  i n  t n e  Cape C o l o n y .  

V e r y  b r i e f l y ,  t h i s  e n t a i l e d  t h e  f r e e  u s e  and c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  w h a t ­

e v e r  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s  and m o t i f s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f e l t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  

t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  a im ed  a t .  T h e s e  e f f e c t s  

w i l l  b e  d e t a i l e d  b e l o w  b u t  t h e y  c a n  be  s u m m a r i s e d  h e r e  a s  an o r i g i n a l  

u s e  o f  F i e n a i s s a n c e  f o r ms  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  r i c h n e s s ' 3 8 ' .  To 

t n i s  e n d ,  b o t h  t h e  s u r f a c e s  and s k y l i n e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  p o s i t i v e l y
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w i t h  an e x u b e r a n t  d i s p l a y  o f  o r n a m e n t .  By t h e  e a r ' y  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  and  

d e s p i t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  new G . P . O .  i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  i n  

1 8 7 4 ,  t h e r e  was  a ne e d f o r  a l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g .  The  s i t e  c h o s e n  f o r  

t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was t h a t  o f  t h e  Comme rc ia l  E x c h a n g e  on t n e  P a r a d e .  

Tne r e a s o n  f o r  t n i s  c h o i c e  a pp ea  -3 t o  h a v e  b e e n  t o  b r i n g  t h e  new 

b u i l d i n g s  i n t o  a s  c l o s e  a p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ^ 5 9 ) .  

The d e s i g n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was s t a r t e d  e a r l y  i n  1 8 9 2  by  G r e a v e s ,  

t h e  C o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t ^ ) .  i t  was  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n ­

s t r u c t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t wo  s t a g e s ,  t h e s e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t n e  two 

l o w e r  and two u p p e r  f l o o r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y 1' 6 1 The c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  s t a g e  was  s i g n e d  i n  November  1 8 9 2 ( o 2  ̂ ( t h e  C om m er c i a l  E x c h a n g e  

u e i n g  d e m o l i s h e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1 8 9 3 ) ,  and b u i l d i n g  commenced s h o r t l y  

a f t e r w a r d s .  As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  t wo  s t a g e s  f o l l o w e d  c l o s e l y  

t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b e i n g  f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 9 7 ^ 6 9 ^.

E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  i n  a v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  s e c o n d  

E m pi r e  s t y l e  w h i c h  was b a s e d  on a r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  e a r l y  F r e n c h  

R e n a i s s a n c e .  As b u i l t ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  t o w e r  was g i v e n  much more  

v e r t i c a l  e m p h a s i s  t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n ,  w h i c h  was l o w e r  and  

more l i k e  t h e  t r u n c a t e d  p y r a m i d  o v e r  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  S . A . M u s e u m ^ ) .  

T n i s  r e d e s i g n  was  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  a d v a n t a g e , c r e a t i n g  a s t r o n g  

c e n t r a l  f o c u s .  O t h e r w i s e  i t  was  s i m p l e r  and more  s o b e r  t h a n  i t s  

c o m m e r c i a l  n e i g h b o u r s  a s  was  b e f i t t i n g  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  a g o v e r n m e n t  

b u i l d i n g .  The c h o i c e  o f  S a l d a n h a  Bay l i m e s t o n e  f o r  f a c i n g s  was  

i l l - j u d g e d  a s  t h i s  w e a t h e r e d  v e r y  b a d l y ^ 6 5 \

On p l a n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was o r g a n i s e d  a r o u n d  a c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  t o  

t h e  u p p e r  o f f i c e  f l o o r s  w h i l e  t n e  s i d e  e n t r a n c e s  e a c h  l e d  i n t o  t h e  

d o u b l e  v o l u m e  p u b l i c  h a l l s .  On s e c t i o n ,  t h e  s l i g h t  s l o p e  o f  t h e  

s i t e  was t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t o  p r o d u c e  a s p l i t  s e c t i o n  w i t h  a s e m i ­

b a s e m e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  G r e a v e s  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  e x c a v a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  

g r o u n d  w a t e r  p r o b l e m s .  A s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  P.W.D.  

was +he  new R e s i d e n t  M a g i s t r a t e ' s  O f f i c e s  on Church S q u a r e ,  w h i c h  

w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  l a t e  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  G r e a v e s .

The  b u i l d i n g  had an e a r l y  e x a m p l e  o f  a Mansard r o o f ,  o t h e r w i s e  i t  

i s  a v e r y  c l u m s y  c o m p o s i t i o n ;  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i t  s e e m s ,  a r i s i n g  

f rom t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  a s u i t a b l y  mo nu men ta l  s c a l e  t o  w h a t  was  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g .  The t o w e r  w i t h  i t s  l a r g e  v e n t i l a t o r  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o v e r - s c a l e d .
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The S . A .  Museum i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  i n  1 8 9 3 ^ ' .

T h i s  was  won by V i x s e b o x s e  amd W a n t i n g ,  who a t  t h e  t i m e  w e r e  S t a t e  

A r c h i t e c t  and a s s i s t a n t  S t a t e  A r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  O r a n g e  F r e e  S t a t e .  

V i x s e b o x s e  s e t  up p r a c t i c e  i n  Cape Town t o  s u p e r v i s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

w h i c h  s t a r t e d  i n  J u n e  1 8 9 3 ^ ^ .  A f t e r  many d e l a y s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

was f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 7 .  The s i t e  c h o s e n  was  t h a t  o f  t h e  u p p e r  end  

o f  t h e  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  W i l d e r n e s -  I t  h a s  b e e n  

e x t e n s i v e l y  ad d ed  t o  s i n c e ,  b u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  T - p l a n  r e m a i n s  d i s -  

c e r n a b l e .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f ,  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  a c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  

s p a c e  w i t h  a s u i t e  o f  g a l l e r i e s  i n  e i t h e r  w i n g  w h i l s t  t h e  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i o n  wa s  i n  t h e  b a c k  s e c t i o n .  A l a r g e  s t a i r c a s e  r o s e  t o  t h e  

f i r s t  f l o o r  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  g a l l e r i e s  i n  a l l  t h r e e  w i n g s  and a 

c o m m i t t e e  room o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l .

E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  t h e n  c u r r e n t  m i x e d  F r e n c h  

and F l e m i s h  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e  p o p u l a r  i n  E u r o p e .  T h i s  s t y l e  was  

t h e n  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  Works a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  Zui d  

A f r i k a a n s e  R e p u b l i c k  w n i c h  was  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  

H o l l a n d e r ,  W i e r d a .  I t  i s  i n  f a c t  an i s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  s t y l e .  

No s p e c i a l  t o p  l i g h t i n g  was  d e s i g n e d .  In f a c t ,  i t  i s  s t a l ' d  t ha t  t h e  

t h e n  C u r a t o r  a c t u a l l y  c h o s e  o n l y  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  t o p  l i g h t i n g  a f t e r  

h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  S . A.  L i b r a r y  and Museum b u i l d i n g ' 6 ^ .  The  

r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  w i nd o ws  w e r e  t h o u g h t  t o  be  s u f f i c i e n t .  The r o o f  o f  

t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  was i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  f a r  more  e l a b o r a t e ,  w i t h  

s m a l l  o b e l i s k s  c r o w n i n g  t h e  p i l a s t e r , a n d  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  s e p a r a t e l y  

r o o f e d  v e n t i l a t o r s .  The  g r o u n d  f l o o r  i s  s m o o t h l y  r u s t i c a t e d  w i t h  

a p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t - c o c h e r e .  The v i nd ows  a r e  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  mu 1 1 i o n e d  

t y p e  w h i l s t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  v e r y  much i n  t h e  e a r l y  F l e m i s h  

R e n a i s s a n c e  mode w i t h  p i l a s t e r s  and l o w a r c h e d  w i n d o w s  w i t h  a l t e r n a ­

t i v e l y  p r o n o u n c e d  k e y s t o n e s .  The c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  was  c ro w n e d  by  an 

e l a b o r a t e  p i n n a c l e  w h i c n  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  T h i s  was  o a r t l y  

b e c a u s e  t h e  f r o n t  f a c a d e  was f a c e d  i n  S a l d a n h a  Bay l i m e s t o n e  w h i c h  

ha s w e a t h e r e d  v e r y  b a d l y .  I d e a l l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  

c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  s t o n e  d r e s s i n g s ^ ) .

What i s  i n i t i a l l y  s u r p r i s i n g  a b o u t  t h e  Cape  Town C i t y  H al l  i s  how 

l a t e  i t  was  b u i l t .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c i t i e s  o f  s t a n d i n g  i n  

S o u t h  A f r i c a  nad a c q u i r e d  t h i s  c o n s p i c u o u s  o b j e c t  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

c i v i c  p r i d e  by t h e  1 8 8 0 1s 1 v ' .  P a r t  o f  t h e  a n s w e r  was  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  

had a l r e a d y  a r e a s o n a b l e  b u i l d i n g ;  t h i s  was  t h e  o l d  Town H o u s e .



I t  w as  a l s o  i n  no f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  a new b u i l d i n g  

u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  The f i r s t  a g i t a t i o n  i r  a g r a n d e r  b u i l d i n g  s e e m s  

t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  1 8 8 7 ,  t h e  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  Que en  V i c t o r i a ' s  

a c c e s s i o n .  P a t r i o t i s m  wa s  a t  a h i g h  p i t c h  and t h e  ■fd e a  o f  a s u i t ­

a b l y  i m p o s i n g  C i t y  H a l l  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  j u b i l e e  f o u n d  s u p p o r t e r s ' ' ^ .

H o w e v e r ,  n o t h i n g  c o n c r e t e  was d o n e  * : i 1 1 8 9 4  when a c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  on  C a l e d o n  S q u a r e  was  h e l d .  I t  was  

t o  c o s t  u n d e r  £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  R e i d  and G r e e n ,  a J o h a n n e s b u r g  f i r m  o f  a r c h i ­

t e c t s ,  won o u t  o f  16 8 e n t r i e s ^ ' .  T h e r e  w e r e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  d e ­

l a y s  i n c l u d i n g  some r e v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b r i e f  and i t  wa* o n l y  i n  

A u g u s t ,  1 9 0 0 ,  t h a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  was  l a i d .  F u r t h e r  d e l a y s , 

s u c h  as, h a v i n g  t o  s i n k  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  t o  a d e p t h  o f  18  f e e t  ( 5 , 4 m )  

i n s t e a d  o f  3 f e e t  ( , 9 0 0 m ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  War,  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  o n l y  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  <.5th 

J u l y ,  1 9 0 5 .

E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  i s  t h e  l a s t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  o f  a l i n e  o f  

C i t y  H a l l s  h a v i n g  a c e n t r a l  p o r t i c o  c r o w n e d  by a t a l l  c l o c k  t o w e r ,  

a f a s h i o n  s t a r t e d  by t h e  L e e d s  Town H a l l  o f  1 8 5 8 ^ ^ .  In t h i s  c a s e ,  

t h e  f a c a d e  t c  t h e  P a r a d e  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  

f l a n k i n g  p a v i l i o n s  w i t h  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s .  A l l  t h e  d e t a i l  i s  

l a r g e  s c a l e  a nd  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e ' R e n a i s s a n c e  I t a l i e n n e ' ^ .

The s t o n e  u s e e  i s  K l o o f  g r a n i t e  i n  t h e  b a s e  and B at h  s t o n e  a b o v e .

In p l a n ,  t h e  o u i l d i n g  i s  p e c u l i a r  i n  t h a t  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  i s

b a s i c a l l y  i n  two b l o c k s ,  t h e  f r o n t  b l o c k  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  c o u n c i l

c h a m b e r ,  m a y o r a l  s u i t e  and t h e  v a r i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  

w h i l s t  a t  t h e  b a c k ,  a r d  e n t e r e d  f ro m t h e  s i d e .  C o r p o r a t i o n  S t r e e t ,  

i s  t h e  Town H a l l  p r o p e r .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  a l l  t h e  s p a c e s  a r e  h a n d l e d  

i n  t h e  t y p i c a l ,  h e a v y  and s om ewh a t  o v e r s c a l e d  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l  

common t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  The  

H a l l  i t s e l f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , i s  r a t h e r  t h i n l y  d e c o r a t e d  -  n o t  

i n  t h e  f u l l  b l o o d e d  way o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

Two f u r t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  by t h e  Cape Town M u n i c i p a l i t y  s h o u l d  be  

m e n t i o n e d .  T he y  a r e  t h e  new P r o d u c e  and F e a t h e r  M a rk e t  a nd t h e

F i s h  M a r k e t .  The f o r m e r  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 8  on r e c l a i m e d  l a n d  i n

Dock Road.  The F e a t h e r  M a r k e t  was  h o u s e d  u p s t a i r s  w h i l e  p r o d u c e  

was s o l d  b e l o w .  In s t y l e  i t  was  i n  a w o r k - a - d a y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  c l a s s i c a l  e c l e c t i c i s m .  The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o r n e r  had i t s



2 5 0 .

u s j a l  t u r r e t  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f  c r o w n e d  by  a 

v e n t i u l a t i o n  f l e c h e ,  w h i l e  t h e  e l e v a t i o n s  w e r e  s t r o n g l y  d i v i d e d  

i n t o  b a y s .  The u p p e r  w i n d o w s  w e r e  t r i p l e  l i g h t s  u n d e r  s e g m e n t a l  

a r c h e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  l o w e r  f l o o r  w i n d o w s  w ?r e  t o p p e d  by a l a r g e  r o u n d -  

h e a d e d  a r c h .  The c e n t r a l  and e nd b a y s  w e r e  c r o w n e d  by  t h e  t y p i c a l ,  

e l a b o r a t e ,  p e d i m e n t e d  g a b l e s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  In t h i s  c a s e  t h e  g a b l e s  

w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e - s t a n d i n g ,  w i t h  no r o o f  b e h i n d .  The m a t e r i a l s  

w e r e  t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  r e d  f a c e  b r i c k  w i t h  c e m e n t  p l a s t e r  t r i m s .  The  

b u i l d i n g  had r a t h e r  a p i n c h e d  l o o k .  The F i s h  M a r k e t ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  

1 9 0 0 ,  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  E.  S i m p k i n ,  s h o ws  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t  a t  h i s  m o s t  

b i z a r r e .  B a s i c a l l y  a s y m m e t r i c a l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  u t i l i t a r i a n  p u r p o s e s , 

t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  p o s i t i v e l y  g r o a n e d  u n d e r  i t s  l o a d  o f  r e d  and  

w h i t e  o r n a m e n t ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  was  u s e d  on a l a r g e  s c a l e .  The  c e n t r a l  

p o r t i o n ,  w i t h  i t s  two w i n d o w s  and l a r g e  v o i d s  b e l o w ,  had a m o s t  

u n s e t t l i n g  a i r  o f  t h e  z o o m o r p h i c  a b o u t  i t .

In t h e  s u b u r b s ,  a number o f  Town H a l l s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  

o f  w h i c h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  a r e  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g .  One i s  t h e  Wynberg  

Town H a l l  by  W. B l a c k ,  b u i l t  c . 1 8 9 8 .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  e x i s t s  b u t  

i n  a s h a b b y  c o n d i t i o n  and i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  A m e t r i c a l  

c o m p o s i t i o n , i t  i s  b u i l t  on a s l i g h t l y  b a t t e r e d  s t o n e  p l i n t h  w i t h  

a s m o o t h ,  r u s t i c a t e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  and w i t h  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e d  f a c e  

b r i c k  and c e m e n t  f a c i n g s  a b o v e .  The g a b l e  and g a b l e t s  s ho w B l a c k  

a t  h i s  s p i k i e s t  i n  t h e  F l e m i s h  r e v i v a l .  The r o o f s  a r e  s e t  a t  t h e  

u s u a l  s t e e p  p i t c h  w i t h  t h e  c o r n e r  p a v i l i o n s  e m p h a s i s e d .  A l a r g e  

v e n t i l a t o r  c r o w n s  t h e  r o o f .  In p l a n ,  t h e  d o u b l e  v o l u m e  h a l l  o c c u ­

p i e s  t h e  m i d d l e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

The M u n i c i p a l  H a l l  a t  R o n d e b o s c h  m ar ks  a d e p a r t u r e  f r om  t h e  normal  

s t y l i s t i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  t i m e ;  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  s y m m e t r i c a l  w i t h  

t h e  h a l l  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  accommo­

d a t i o n  i s  a r r a n g e d  a r o u n d  i t  on two f l o o r s .  I t  was  d e s i g n e d  by 

G. A l e x a n d e r  and o p e n e d  i n  1 9 0 0 .  F a c e d  i n  r o u g h l y  d r e s s e d  s a n d ­

s t o n e ,  i t  i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a r e s t r a i n e d  m a nn e r .  The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  

o r i g i n a l l y  had a s i n g l e - s t o r e y e d , t r i p i e - a r c h e a  p o r t i c o  s e t  on  

c o l u m n s  w i t h  b a s e s ,  w h i c h  was  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  p r o n o u n c e d  

h a y .  T h i s  b a y  , s  c o m p l e t e d  by a s i m p l e  p e d i m e n t  w i t h  t h e  t r i p l e  

a r c h  m o t i f  r e p e a t e d  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The r e s t  o f  t h e  f a c a d e  has  

a s e r i e s  o f  t r i p l e  wi ndows  w h i c h  s e e m t o  h a v e  b e e n  a f a v o u r e d  m o t i f  

o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ^ '  K T h e r e  i s  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  e l a b o r a t e  v e n t i l a t o r

I L L . 2 0 4

I L L . 2 0 5
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2 5 1 .

o v e r  t h e  H a l l  p r o p e r

The Mowbray Town H a l l ,  b u i l t  i n  1 3 0 4 ,  i s  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h i s  t r i o .  I L L . 2 0 1 A

The a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  T u l l e y  an d W a t e r s .  I t  i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e s e  

b u i l d i n g s ,  w i t h  a f i v e - b a y e d ,  d o u b l e - s t o r e y e d  f r o n t  b l o c k  ad d ed  t o  

t h e  e a r l i e r  h a l l  b e h i n d 1' ' 6 ' .  The c e n t r a l  b a y ,  c r o w n e d  by a p e d i ­

m e n t  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  a r m s , i s  s e t  s l i g h t l y  f o r w a r d  and h as  

a s m a l l  f i r s t  f l o o r  b a l c o n y ,  a f e a t u r e  o f  a l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  and  

i t  p r e s u m a b l y  had a c i v i c  f u n c t i o n  s u c h  a s  f o r  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  

p r o c l a m a t i o n s .  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  i s  smon h l y  r u s t i c a t e d  w i t h  r e d  

and w h i t e  b a n d i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  (now p a i n t e d  o v e r ) . The n o v e l ­

t y  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  p i e r s  w h i c h  w e r e  c o n t i n u e d  a b o v e  t h e  

r o o f  l i n e  and l i n k e d  by  w h a t  c a n  b e  t e r m e d  a f l y i n g  b a l u s t r a d e .

The s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f  h as  a v e n t i l a t o r - f l e c h e .

Opened i n  l a t e  1 8 9 3 ,  t h e  Opera  H ouse  o r  Grand T h e a t r e  a s  i t  was s o m e -  I L L . 2 0 7  

t i m e s  c a l l e d ,  was  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a f i n a n c i a l  v e n t u r e  by a s y n d i c a t e  

l e d  by O l h o s s e n  o f  O l h o s s e n ' s  B r e w e r i e s .  I t  was b u i l t  on a s i t e  on  

t h e  Grand P a r a d e  g r a n t e d  by  t h e  Town C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  A f t e r  

t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  T h e a t r e  Ro ya l  y e t  a g a i n  by f i r e  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  t h e r e  

was no s u i t a b l e  v e n u e  f o r  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  n e e d s  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  

c i t y .  I t  was  b u i l t  t o  s e a t  1 , 2 5 6  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h o r s e -  

show s h a p e ^ ^ .  As was  u s u a l  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  t h e  s e a t i n g  was c o n ­

t a i n e d  i n  f o u r  c l a s s e s .  The p i t  a nd s t a l l s  h o u s e d  2 5 0  a p i e c e ,  

w h i l s t  t h e  d r e s s  c i r c l e  and g a l l e r y  h o u s e d  2 5 0  and 3 0 0  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

The d r e s s  c i r c l e  and g a l l e r y  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  two t i e r s  and w e r e  

e a c h  r e a c h e d  c o m p l e t e l y  s e p a r a t e l y  f ro m t h e  s t r e e t  a s  w e r e  t h e  p i t  

and s t a l l s .  A r e s t u a r a n t  was  p r o v i d e d  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f o r  t h e  

c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  t h e  d r e s s  c i r c l e  p a t r o n s .  A number o f  s h o p s  w e r e  

a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e .

Much a t t e n t i o n  was p a i d  t o  f i r e  p r e c u a t i o n s * ' / 8 ' , a f i r e  c u r t a i n  and  

c o l l a p s i b l e  l a n t e r n s  a b o v e  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  b e i n g  some o f  t h e s e .  T h e r e  

was seme c r i t i c i s m  a b o u t  s i g h t  l i n e s 1' ' 3 ' .  E x t e r n a l  l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

was t r e a t e d  i n  a t w o - t i e r e d ,  c l a s s i c a l  manner  w i t h  a s m o o t h ,  r u s t i ­

c a t e d  b a s e  h e a v i l y  p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  c l o s e l y  a r c a d e d  s h o p  f r o n t s  on  

D a r l i n g  S t r e e t .  The f i r s t  f o o r  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  b a y s  by p i l a s ­

t e r s  r i s i n g  f r o m a h e a v y  s t r i n g  c o u r s e .  Each f a c a d e  was  t r e a t e d  

i n  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  same m a nn e r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

c o r n e r s  w e r e  a i l  i d e n t i c a l . T h e s e  w e r e  r o u n d e d  on p l a n  and t a k e n  jp



' b o v e  t h e  b a l u s t r a d e  i n  a b a r o q u e  b e n t  p e d i m e n t .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  

o f  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was  a t r i p l e  w i n d o w ,  p e d i m e n t e d  b a y  on t h e  l o n q  s ' d e ,  

and a d o u b >  wi nd ow v e r s i o n  on t h e  s h o r t  s i d e .  The m a i n  e n t r a n c e  

was  g i v e r  an u ' e r h a n g i n g  b a l c o n y  w i t h  mo r e  v e r t i c a l  e m p h a s i s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  t r i p l e  b a ys  

w i t h  a s m a l l e r  z e n t r a l  b a y .  The l e a s t  i m p o r t a n t  e l e v a t i o n  t h a t  

t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  was o f  c o u r s e  t h e  l e a s t  e l a b o r a t e .  G. A l e x a n d e r  

was t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and C . J .  H i i p p s  o f  L o n d o n ,  a p r o m i n e n t  t h e a t r e  

a r c h i t e c t ,  was  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t .

The H a rb o ur  Bo ar d b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  f o o t  ) f  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  w e r e  

f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 9 .  They w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  i n  

1 8 9 6 ,  t h e  w i n n e r  o f  w h i c h  was  E. S i m p k i n s .  What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

a b o u t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  a s y m n e t r y  o f  t h e  f a c a d e .  I t  

ma rke d a h a l f w a y  p o i n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o m p l e t e  s y n m e t r y  o f  t h e  G " . 0 .  

b u i l d i n g  f u r t h e r  up t h e  s t r e e t  and t h e  a s y m m e t r y  o f  s u c h  b u i l d i n g s  

a s  G a r l i c k s  and H e y n e s , M a t h e w s  w i t h  t h e i r  c o r n e r  t o w e r s .  I t  d i d  

p o s s e s s  a t o w e r  w h i c h  was o f f - c e n t r e  b u t  s t i l l  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

f r a m e  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n .  R a t h e ^  a p p r o p r i a t e l y , i t  mar ke d t h e  

e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  o f f i c e s  p r o p e r  w h i l s t  t h e  o t h  ;r  two d o o r s  mark t h e  

e n t r i e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  In a l l ,  t h e  f a c a d e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  r a t h e r  p o l y g l o t  f u n c t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  by  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

In t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  r o o f  l i n e ,  i t  i s  a g a i n  a c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  

t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  s o b r - ' e t y  o f  o f f i c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  e x u b e r a n c e  

o f  i t s  c o m r i e r c i a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  T y p i c a l l y  r e d  f a c e  b r i c k  and c e m e n t  

d r e s s i n g s  a r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  d e t a i l i n g ,  b u t  h e r e  t h i s  d e t a i l  i s  c o n c e n ­

t r a t e d  i n t o  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  e m p h a s i s e  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  

d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u n n i n g  s o m e wh a t  h a p h a z a r d l y  

a c r o s s  t h e  f a c a d e .  I t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a v e r y  w e l l  a r t i c u l a t e d  b u i l d ­

i n g .  I t  c o n t a i  ,ed a l i f t  and i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  c o r e  was  a r t e e l  f r a m e  

w h i c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  n o t  e v i d e n t .

P e r h a p s  n o w h e r e  d o e s  t h e  boom o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  show i t s e l f  mor e  c l e a r l y  

t h a n  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s t o r e s  i n  

Cape Town.  Two w e r e  b u i l t  a t  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  same t i m e .  T h e s e  w e r e  

S t u t t a f o r d s  and G a r l i c k s ,  b o t h  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r m s ,  o n e  o f  

w h i c h  r e - b u i l t  on  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  and t h e  o t h e r  moved t o  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t .  The a r c h i t e c t  f o r  b o t h  t h e s e  s c h e m e s  was  Fre ema n and t . s ey  

w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  l a t e  1 8 9 3 .



S t u t t a f o r d s  had e x p a n d e d  h o r i z o n t a l l y  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  b u t  t h e  r e ­

b u i l d i n g s  o f  1 8 9 2 - 1 8 9 3  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  n e i g h t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f r o m a 

m er e  two s t o r e y s  t o  f i v e .  On t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  i t  was  a l m o s t  e n t i r e ­

l y  l a r g e  p l a t e  g l a s s  w i n d o w s  p r o t e c t e d  by  a c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h ' 3 0 ^. 

The u p p e r  t . i r e e  f l o o r s  had a ^ a i r l y  s i m p l e  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h  c o u r s e s  

d i v i d i n g  t h e  f l o o r s  h o r i z o n t a l l y  and a m o d e r a t e  amount  o f  e l a b o r a ­

t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  w i n d o w s .  The f o u r t h  f l o o r  was  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  

n e w l y  f a s h i o n a b l e  m a n s a r d  r o o f  v i t h  i t s  b a l u s t r a d i n g  and pe d im en t . ed  

d o r m e r  w i n d o w s .  The s k y l i n e  wa s  c o m p l e t e d  by  a c a s t  i r o n  f r e i z e  

w h i c h  f e a t u r e d  t h e  name o f  t h e  s t o r e  i n  l a r g e  l e t i e  s ,  a p r a c t i c e  

t h a t  was  s o o n  t o  be c om e w i d e s p r e a d .  The b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n e d  a 

p a s s e n g e r  l i f t ,  o t h e r w i s e  i t  had no o t h e r  i n n o v a t i o n s .  I t s  s t r u c t ­

u r e  was  a c o m p o s i t e  o f  I c a r i b e a r i n g  m a s o n r y  a n d  c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n s  

w h i c h  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  l a r g e  o p e n  a r e a s .

G a r l i c k s  s n o ws  t h e  s u d d e n  m a t u r i t y  o f  w h a t  w a s  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  

l a r g e  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  a e s t h e t i c  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s l U l ' .  The b u i l d i n g  

was  f i v e  f l o o r s  h i g h .  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  was  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  t h e  r e t a i l  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  f i r s t  and s e c o n d  t o  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  

t h i r d  t o  t h e  t a i l o r i n g  s e c t i o n ,  w h i l s t  t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r  i n  t h e  

m a n s a r d  r o o f  was  a p a c k i n g  r o o m x3 ^ .  T h r ou gh  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  e a c h  

f l o o r  r a n  a l i g h t  w e l l ,  l i t  by a m a s s i v e  d o u b l e - g l a z e d  s k y l i g h t .

T h e r e  w e r e  h y d r a u l i c  g o o d s  and p a s s e n g e r  l i f t s .  Th^ s t r u c t u r e  was  

a g a i n  c o m p o s i t e  w i t h  an o u t e r ,  l o a d b e a r i n g  s k i n  and an i n n e r  s t r u c t ­

u r e  o f  c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n s .  The s h o p  was  l i t  by  e l e c t r i c i t y  s u p p l i e d  

by i t s  own g e n e r a t o r .  I t  a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  a s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m .

The  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  a r i o t  o f  o r n a m e n t  t h a t  was  b a s i c ­

a l l y  c l a s s i c a  i n  o r i g i n .  ' T he  w h o l e  f r o n t  i s  r e n d e r e d  a r t i s t i c  

by h e a v y  p i l l a r s  and s t a t u a r y '  was  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  comment  -3 " ' .  I t  

was c a r - i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  r e d  f a c e  b r i c k  and c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s  t h e n  

b e c o m i n g  p o p u l a r .  The  g r o un d f l o o r  had l a r g e  p l a t e  g l a s s  w i nd o ws  

w i t h  a h e a v y  c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  c r e s t i n g s  c a r r y i n g  

t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  name.  A b ov e  t h i s ,  e a c h  f l o o r  was s t r o n g l y  s e p a r a t e d

f r o m t h e  n e x t  by  a h e a v y  s t r i n g  c o u r s e .  The  t r e a t m e n t  o f  wi ndow

s u r r o u n d s  v a r i e d  f r om  f l o o r  t o  f l o o r .  The  e n d  b a y s  w e r e  e m p h a s i s e d .  

The r o o f  was  t h e  m o s t  e x u b e r a n t  o r n a m e n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  i t s

c o r n e r  t o w e r ,  g r o u p d s  o f  f o r m e r  w i n d o w s ,  s k y l i g h t  and end p a v i l i o n s

a l l  t o p p e d  w i t h  c a s t  i r o n  f i l i g r e e  a nd l e t t e r i n g .  I t  was a p r i m e  

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  c o n t e m o o r a r y  l o v e  o f  r i c h n e s s .
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T h e r e  w e r e  two o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  s i z e .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  

H e y n e s , Mathew B u i l d i n g  and M a n s i o n  H o u s e .  They w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g ­

s i d e  e a c h  o t h e r  and d e m o l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 8 .  The  e a r l i e r  o f  t h e s e  was  

t h e  H e y n e s ,  Mathew B u i l d i n g  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 4 - 1 8 9 5 ' ° ^ ,  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  

o f  j .  P a r k e r .  I t  was  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e - f l o o r e d  o f f i c e  b l o c k  t o  b e  

b u i l t  i n  Cape Town.  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  c h e m i s t ' s  s h o p  

w h i l s t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d i s p e n s a r y  was  on t h e  f l o o r  w i t h i n  t h e  

r o o f  s p a c e .  The o t h e r  f l o o r s  w e r e  l e t  a s  o f f i c e  s u i t e s .  The b u i l d ­

i n g  was  a l l  e l e c t r i c  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  1 i f t ( 8 5 ) . O u t s i d e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

was i n  t h e  i d i o m  e : t a b ! i s h e d  by  G a r l i c k s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a 

v e r a n d a h  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a s  w e 1 1 ( 8 6 ' .  The f i r s t  two f l o o r s  w e r e  

t r e a t e d  a s  a r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  and t h i r d  w e r e  c o m b i n e d  

by a g i a n t  o r d e r  w h i l s t  t h e  f o u r t h  wai  s e t  b e t w e e n  two h e a v y  s t r i n g  

c o u r s e s .  The i n e v i t a b l e  c o r n e r  t u r r e t  had a t a l l  c o n i c a l  r o o f .

The s t y l e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  d e s c r i b e d  a s  ' R e n a i s s a n c e  -  a 

p l e a s i n g  m i x t u r e  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  w h i c h  I t a l i a n  

p r e d o m i n a t e s ' ( 8 7 X  T h i s  p l e a s i n g  m i x t u r e  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  

u b i q u i t o u s  r e d  b r i c k  and p l a s t e r  t r i m s .

The  s e c o n d  b u i l d i n g  was  M a n s i o n  H o u s e  b u i l t  on F l e t c h e r  and  

C a r t w r i g h t ' s  c o r n e r  s i t e .  The a r c n i t e c t  h e r e  wa s  C. H.  S m i t h ,  and  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  e r e c t e d  i r  1 8 9 7 * 1 8 9 8 .  When f i n i s h e d  i t  was  t h e  

t a l l e s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  Cape Town,  a nd p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  a p o g e e  

o f  t h i s  s t y l e  h e r e .  I t  was  v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  f o r m a t  t o  t h e  H e y n e s ,  

Mat he ws  B u i l d i n g ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  f l o o r s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  

a s  a r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e ,  t h e  l o w e r  two b e i n g  c o v e r e d  by  b a l c o n i e s .

Ab ove  t h i s ,  t h e  n e x t  t wo  f l o o r s  w e r e  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  by a g i a n t  o r d e r .  

A h e a v y  c o r n i c e  t o p p e d  t h i s .  F i n a l l y  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  u s u a l  d o r m er  

w i n d o w s  w h i c h  w e r e  c a r r i e d  up i n t o  g a b l e t s ,  o n c e  o n  t h e  s h o r t  

e l e v a t i o n  and t w i c e  on t h e  l o n g  e l e v a t i o n .  I h e  c o r n e r  t u r r e t ,  a

much m o r e  g r a d i o s e  and a l s o  mor e  c l a s s i c a l  a f f a i r  t h a n  t h e  n e i g h ­

b o u r i n g  o n e ,  had a b a s e  a b o v e  w h i c h  was  a p e r i p h e r a l  t e m p l e  c ro w n e d  

by a dome.

A l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  q u e s t  f o r  an a c c e p t ­

a b l e  m e t h o d  f o r  c l o t h i n g  t h e  new h i g h  r i s e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  

R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e ' “ 8 ' ,  and show t h e  s h i f t  f ro m h o r i z o n t a l  t o  a 

more a p p r o p r i a t e  v e r t i c a l  e m p h a s i s ,  by a d o p t i n g  t h e  d e v i c e  o f  g r o u p ­

i n g  f l o o r s .
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B e f o r e  t i  m i n g  t o  t h e  s n a i l e r  b u i l d i n g s , m e n t i o n  s h o u l d  be  made o f  

t h e  new C i v i l  S e r v i c e  C l u b .  R e - b u i l t  o n  i t s  o l d  s i t e  i n  Church  

S q u a r e  i n  1 8 9 7 ,  i t  was an L - s h a p e d  b l o c k  c o n t a i n i n g ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  

p l a n n e d ,  t h e  u s u a l  s u i t e s  o f  c l u b  f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  g r o u n d  and f i r s t  

f l o o r s  w i t h  me mb er s '  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a b o v e .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  c o n t a i n ­

e d t h e  k i t c h e n ,  a n c i l l a r y  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  and s e r v a n t s '  r o o m s .  The  

p u b l i c  rooms  w e r e  f i t t e d  o u t  i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m ann er  w i t h  p a n e l l e d  

w a l l s  a nd e l a b o r a t e  c e i l i n g s .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  f a c e d  

i n  c e m e n t  p l a s t e r .  The f i r s t  t wo  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e l e v a t i o n  

was  g i v e n  l o g g i a s  i n  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  mann er  w h i l s t  t h e  s y m m e t r y  o f  

t h e  f a c a d e  was  c o m p l e t e d  by a c u p o l a  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  i d i o m .  T h e r e  

i s  an a i r  o f  q u a l i t y  a b o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h ,  i t  c a n  be  s u r m i s e d ,  

w as  r e q u i r e d  by  t h e  me mb er s .  T h e r e  was  no f r i p p e r y  o f  c a s t  i r o n  

h e r e .  The a r c h i t e c t  wa s  J .  P a r k e r .

A c u r i o u s  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l a n d  boom a nd t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s c r a m b l e  f o r  

p r i m e  s i t e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t h e  Thomson and W a t s o n  o u i l d i n g ,  

mor e p o p u l a r l y  known a s  t h e  f l a t - i r o n  b u i l d i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s h a p e  

w h i c h  was  d e r i v e d  f ro m i t s  t r i a n g u l a r  s i t e  b e t w e e n  Dock Road and  

A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t .  D e s i g n e d  by G. Ransome  and b u i l t ,  i n  1 8 9 8 ,  i t  was  

i n  t h e  f r e e  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e  f a v o u r e d  by  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t ,  b u t  s a v e d  

f rom m e d i o c r i t y  by t h e  s k i l f u l  and b o l d  r e s o l u t i o n  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  

t h e  t r i a n g l e  by p o s i t i o n i n g  he  s t a i r c a s e  t h e r e  an d t r e a t i n g  i t  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a s  a c i r c u l a r  t o w e r .  The  e m p h a s i s i n g  o f  t h e  s l o p e  

o f  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  was a l s o  u n o r t h o d o x  b u t  i m a g i n a t i v e .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h e e r  q u a n t i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  

o n l y  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s  c a n  be m e n t i o n e d .  T h e r e  

i s  a l s o  a s e e m i n g l y  e n d l e s s  d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h e m s e l v e s .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a number o f  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  g i v e  

o r d e r  t o  t h i s  o f t e n  d e c e p t i v e  a b u n d a n c e .

The f i r s t  i s  t h e  i ma ge  t h a t  t h e  p a t r o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  w i s h e d  t o  c o n v e y .  

H e r e ,  t h e  c l i e n t s  and t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  v e r y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  m e s s ­

a g e  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s  c o u l d  p r e s e n t  

t o  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s .  Thus  b an ks  w i s h e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  

s o l i d i t y  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y .  In p r a c t i c e  t h i s  l e d  t o  l e s s  s h ow y and  

mor e ' c o r r e c t '  b u i l d i n g s  t h a n  t ' . e  s h o p k e e p e r s ,  who w e r e  mor e  c o n ­

c e r n e d  i n  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e i r  w a r e s  a n d  wh o ,  by a mo r e  a f f l u e n t -  

s e e m i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  s o u g h t  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  t o  a c q u i r e



t h e  g o o d  t h i n g s  o f  l i f e .

A b u i l d i n g  s u c h  a s  t h e  Bank o f  A f r i c a  i n  S t .  G e o r g e  s  S t r e e t ,  

d e s i g n e d  by  F re eman i n  1 8 9 3 ,  s h o ws  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  v e r y  c l e a r l y .  I t  

i s  v e r y  r e s t r a i n e d  and c l o t h e s  i n ,  w h a t  i s  t o r  t h e  t i m e s ,  a s o b e r  

s u i t  o f  R e n a i s s a n c e  g a r b .  Of  c o u r s e  i t  i s  n o t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  

c o r r e c t  and s t i l l  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  e c l e c t i c i s m  o f  t h e  

p e r i o d .  As an e x a m p l e ,  t h e  w i nd o w s  a r e  much b i g g e r  and c l o s e r  

t o g e t h e r  t h a n  R e n a i s s a n c e  p r e c e d e n t  a l l o w s .

J u t a : s i n  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  ( 1 9 0 0 ) ,  p r o v i d e s  a t y p i c a l  e x u b e r a n t  

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h i s .  The g r o u n d  f l o o r  was g i v e n  o v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  

g l a s s  w i n d o w s  and show c a s e s  s h a d e d  by  a s i n g l e - s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h .  

A bove  t h i s  r o s e  t h e  u p p e r  f i v e  s t o r e y s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The  two 

l o w e s t  o f  t h e s e  had c l o s e l y  c o u p l e d ,  t r i p l e  w i n d o w s  d i v i d e d  by  

d o u b l e  p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e ,  an d s i n g l e  a t  t h e  e n d s .  Above  

t h i s ,  t h e  n e x t  two f l o o r s  w e r e  u n i t e d  by a g i a n t  o r d e r  w h i c h  was  

a g a i n  d o u b l e  and s i n g l e ,  a s  b e l o w .  L a r g e  a r c h e d  w i n d o w s  d o m i n a t e d  

t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The f a c a d e  was  c o m p l e t e d  by  a h e a v y  c o r n i c e  s u r ­

r o u n d e d  by  s i n g l e  d o r m er  w in d o w s  t o  e a c h  s i d e  o f  an  e l a b o r a t e  

c e n t r a l  g a b l e .  P r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h i s  l a v i s h  d i s p l a y  was  a s t a t u e  o f  

S h a k e s p e a r e  i n  a n i c h e .

T h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  i t s  g r o u p i n g  o f  f l o o r s  and t h e  v a r y i n g  t r e a t m e n t

o f  wi ndow v o i d s ,  was y e t  a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  

p r o b l e m  o r  t h e  t a l l  b u i l d i n g .  The  h a p h a z a r d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  t e n a n t s '  l e t t e r i n g  t o  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w h e r e  i t  was  

c l e a r l y  n o t  i n t e n d e d ,  c a n  be  s e e n  a s  an e x t r e m e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a nd  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s .

On s m a l l e r  s i t e s ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  had o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  a f i v e - b a y  h o u s e ,  

t h e  r e - b u i I d i n g  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a s t a n d a r d ­

i s e d  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  was a t h r e e - s t o r e y ,  t h r e e - b a y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a

s h o p  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a c e n t r a l  d o o r w a y  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  and

o f f i c e s  a b o v e  t h i s .  T y p i c a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  a r e  D u s s e a u ' s  

b u i l d i n g  i n  Chur ch S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  b e i n g  

G. Ran so me ;  and A t w e l l s  by W. B l a c k ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 8 .  The f o r m e r ,  

w h i c h  i s  a r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  two f l o o r e d  h o u s e ,  i s  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  r e s t r a i n e d  e x e r c i s e .  The t y p i c a l l y  l a r g e  v o i d s  on t h e  

g r o u n d  f l o o r  w e r e  t o p p e d  by a b a l c o n y .  The f i r s t  f l o o r ,  w i t h  i t s
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l a r g e r  c e n t r a l  b ay  and s e t s  o f  t r i p l e  w i nd o w s  a c t s  a s  t h e  b a s a  f o r  

t h e  g i a n t  o r d e r  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  u p p e r  two f l o o r s .  The c e n t r a l  

b ay  i s  c o m p l e t e d  by  a s i m p l e  p e d i m e n t .  In c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  A t w e l l ' s  

B u i l d i n g ,  a l t h o u g n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  same  f o r m u l a ,  was  more  f r e e l y  

e c l e t i c  a^d more  e l a b o r a t e  i n  d e t a i l .  H er e  t h e  g r o un d f l o o r  a c t s  

a s  t h e  b a s e  w h i l s t  t h e  u p p e r m o s t  f l o o r  was c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

m a n s a r d  r o o f .  The  s i d e  b a y s  w e r e  e m p h a s i s e d  by  t h e  s m a l l  g a b l e s  

w h i l s t  t h e  w i nd ow v o i d s  w e r e  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h o s e  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  

b u i l d i n g .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  no l a r g e  s c a l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l e m e n t s , 

e v e r y t h i n g  b e i n g  more  d o m e s t i c  i n  s c a l e .

B ot h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a b o v e  w e r e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c ,  b u t  o f

c o u r s e  o t h e r  s t y l e s  w e r e  a l s o  i n  f a v o u r .  C i x  & S o n s '  b u i l d i n g  i n  I L L . 2 1 9

L o n g m a r k e t  S t r e e t ,  bu i  t  i n  1 89 6  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  J .  P a r k e r ,

p r o v i d e s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  a t t i t u d e ,  a l t h o u g h ,  i n

t h i s  c a s e ,  a n y  p r e c i s e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c a d e  i n  h i s t o r i c a l

t e r m s  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  D i x  & S o n s  w e r e  b a k e r s  and c o n f e c t i o n e r s , s o

t h e  g r o u n d  a nd  f i r s t  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  w e r e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  a

s h o p ,  d i n i n g  an d t e a  r o o m s . Hen ce  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l a r g e  w i nd o w s  on

t h e  f i r s t  f l o v r .  Above  t n i s  was p a c k i n g  and s t o r a g e ,  w h i l s t  t h e

o a k i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e  t o p  f l o o r .  The b u i l d i n g  was p a r t i a l l y

s t e e l  f r a m e d  w i t h  s t e e l  s t a n c h i o n s  a nd  b e a ms .  The t o p  f l o o r  was

o f  c o n c r e t e  s u p p o r t e d  by R . S . J ' s  a t  c l o s e  c e n t r e s .  The f a c a d e  was

t r e a t e d  a s  t wo d i s t i n c t  e l e m e n t s ,  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  w i t h  s h o p  f r o n t

and s e r v i c e  e n t r a n c e  a s  o n e ,  w h i l e  a b o v e  was  t i e  r e d  b r i c k  t r i p l e

b a y  f r o n t ,  t o p p e d  by a l a r g e ,  s t e e p  g a b l e .  The  t r i p l e  v o i d s  o f  t h e

f i r s t  f l o o r  w e r e  g i v e n  a G o t h i c  a i r  by  t h e  o g e e  a r c h  s h a p e s  o f  t h e

w i n d o w s .  Each o f  t h e  p i e r s  was  t o p p e d  by w i n g e d  d r a g o n s .

M e n t i o n  s n o u l d  b e  made o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a d v a n t a g e s  t h a t  we re  

i n v a r i a b l y  t a k e n  o f  a c o r n e r  s i t e ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s .

Two e x a m p l e s  a r e  shown h e r e .  Koch & D i x i e  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Burg and ILL . 2 2 4  

C a s t l e  S t r e e t s ,  was d e s i g n e d  by A. d e  W i t t  and b u i l t  b e t w e e n  1 8 9 0 -  

1 8 9 5 .  H e r e  t h e  s h o p  had a c o r n e r  e n t r a n c e  a b o v e  w h i c h  was  t h e  

t o w e r .  T h i s  was  i n  t h e  f or m o f  a G e r m a n i c  l o o k i n g  m a n s a r d .  O t h e r ­

w i s e  i t  was  a f a i r l y  b l a n d  s o r t  o f  b u i l d i n g  w i t n  a t y p i c a l  two 

s t o r e y e d  b ay  w i t h  a dor me r  a b o v e  t h i s  b a y  b e i n g  r e p e a t e d  a number  

o f  t i m e s  down e a c h  f a c e .  The o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ,  C u t h b e r t s , a t  t h e  I L L . 2 2 5

c o r n e r  o f  P l e i n  and L on g m a r k e t  S t r e e t s ,  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 9 3 .

S i t u a t e d  on a v e r y  nar ro w s i t e ,  h a r d l y  more  t h a n  2 0 '  (6m) w i d e ,  i t



was t h r e e  f l o o r s  h i g h  i n  r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s ,  a nd  c a p p e d  

by t h e  t y p i c a l  m a n s a r d  r o o f .  I t s  c o r n e r  t u r r e t ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  

C u t h b e r t s '  s i g n ,  w as  c o m p l e t e d  by a p e c u l i a r  c a s t - i r o n ,  o p e n  work  

f i n i a l .

T h e r e  was  a l s o  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amo unt  o f  r e - b u i l d i n g  i n  

t h e  i n n e r  c i t y  s u b u r b s ,  w h e r e  o l d e r  h o u s e s  w e r e  r e f u r b i s h e d  t o  be come  

s h o p s  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  a nd  o f f i c e s  o r  f l a t s  a b o v e .  The i l l u s ­

t r a t i o n  s h o ws  a t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was  mo re  u s u a l  f o r  

t h e s e  t o  be  two s t o r e y s  o n l y .  D e s i g n e d  by W. B l a c k  and b u i l t  i n  

1 8 9 5 ,  i t  a g a i n  f o l l o w s  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  s e t  by  t h e  s m a l l e r  c i t y  b u i l d ­

i n g ,  w i t h  an a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  g l a z e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r  p r o t e c t e d  by a c a , t  

i r o n  v e r a n d a h ,  a b o v e  w h i c h  was  a t r i p l e  b a y  f a c a d e ,  f r e e l y  t r e a t e d  

w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  m o t i f s .  The p a r a p e t  w i t h  a c c o m p a n y i n g  g a b l e t ,  r o s e  

c o m p l e t e l y  c l e a r  o f  t h e  r o o f  w h i c h ,  a s  i s  u s u a l ,  was  a l ow mono­

p i t c h  c o r u u g a t e d  i r o n  a f f a i r  t h a t  d r a i n e d  t o  t h e  r e a r .

T h i s  d e c a d e  s a w ,  a s  w e l l ,  a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  r o a d s  i n  t h e  s u b u r b s ,  t h e  

s t a r t  o f  a p r o c e s s  o f  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  was  t o  ■ea-1 t o  a l l  t h e ^ e  

p l a c e s  r e s e m b l i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  s m a l l  t o w n s  by 1 9 1 0 .  The f o l l o w i n g  

b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c h o s e n  v i r t u a l l y  a t  random 1 1 i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  s p r e a d  

o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  s t r e e t  a r c h i t e c t u r e .

The f i r s t  i s  a row o f  s i x  s h o p s  w i t h  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  a b o v e .  D e s i g n e d

i n  1 8 9 5  b y  W. B l a c k ,  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  N.G.  

C h u r c h ,  G r e en  P o i n t ,  and f a c e d  o n t o  t h e  m a i n  r o a d  i n  Sea P o i n t .  With  

t h e i r  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h s ,  p r o m i n a n t  p a r t y  w a l l s  and  

g a b l e s ,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  a k i n  t o  t h e  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  t i m e  and c a n  

i n  f a c t  b e  s e e n  a s  a v a r i a n t  o f  t hem.

The n e x t  b u i l d i n g  d a t e s  f r o m 18 97  and i s  i n  Main R o a d ,  Mowbray.

A l t h o u g h  w i t h o u t  v e r a n d a h s ,  i t  has  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  t o  be  

f o u n d  on t h e  a v e r a g e  b u i l d i n g .

Van Ryns p r e m i s e s  i n  R o n d a b o s c h  was  a s o m e w h a t  more  i m p o s i n g  b u i l d i n g .  

B u i l t  i n  1 8 9 5  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  A de  W i t t ,  i t  was  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  c o r n e r  

t u r r e t .  L a r g e  s h o p  f r o n t s  w e r e  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  s e g m e n t a l  a r c n e d  

a r c a d e s .  The e l a b o r a t e  d e t a i l i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  v e n t i l a t o r s ,  a r e  

t y p i c a l  o f  d e  W i t t ' s  work a t  t h e  t i m e .

The O d d f e l l o w s  H a l l ,  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Loop and Hout  S t r e e t s , d a t e s
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f r o m 1 8 9 6  and was  d e s i g n e d  by J .  P a r k e r .  I t  i s  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  

n e i t h e r  a p u b l i c  n o r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  i l l u s t r a t e s  a t y p e  

o f  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  n e e d  o f  t h e  d a y  f o r  a m e e t i n g  h a l l  

f o r  c l u b  and s o c i a l  p u r p o s e s .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  

l a n d  v a l u e  o f  v.h3 t  was  t h e n  a r e l a t i v e l y  p e r i p h e r a l  c i t y  s i t e  

s h o u l d  h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  O d d f e l l o w s  t o  i n c l u d e  a s h o p  i n  t h e  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d .  The r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a 

d i n i n g  r o o m,  k i t c h e n  and e n t r a n c e  h a l l  on  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  ( b a n q u e t s  

w e r e  v e r y  much p a r t  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  t h e n ) ,  w i t h  a l a r g e  m e e t i n g  room 

on t h e  f l o o r  a b o v e .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e r e  wa s  a d o u b l e - s t o r e y e d  

v e r a n d a h  w h i l s t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  

c e m e n t  f a c i n g s .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  h a l l  i s  s i g n a l l e d  by t h e  u s u a l  

l a r g e  r o o f  v e n t i l a t o r .

O u t s i d e  Cape Town t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  t i m e s  was a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  t o w n s ,  . h a s e  b u i l d i n g s  

c o n t a i n e d  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ' s  C o u r t ,  w h i c h  was  now s e p a r a t e d  f r om  t h e  

G a o l ,  t h e  P o s t  a nd T e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e s  and t h e  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n .  They  

w e r e  i n v a r i a b l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  c n  t h e  p a v i l i o n  p r i n c i p l e ;  t h a t  i s ,  

t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  p l a c e d  u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  r o o f s ,  i h e  

b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  a l s o  s y m m e t r i c a l  a b o u t  t h e  C o u r t  H ouse  wh ch was  

made t h e  a x i s  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l a r g e r  b u l k .

The P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  a t  U n i o n d a l e  ( 1 8 9 4 )  show t h e  t y p i c a l  l a y o u t  v e r y  

e f f e c t i v e l y .  The  c e n t r e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  C o u r t  House  w h i l s t  t h e  l o w e r  

o u i i d i n g  i s  t h e  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n .  A c o r r e s p o n d i n g  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  

P o s t  O f f i c e .  The d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  r e s t r a i n e d  c l a s s i c a l .

A t  W o r c e s t e r ,  t h e  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  b u i l t  i n  1391 d e m o n s t r a t e  a v e r y  

s i m i l a r  l a y o u t .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  h e r e  t h o u g h  was  some  

w h a t  r i c h e r ,  t h e  C o u r t  H ou se  r e c e i v i i . g  a v e r y  H o r i d  g a b l e  o f  t h e  

t y p e  t h e n  b e c o m i n g  f a s h i o n a b l e .  T h i s  w as  c o m r l e t e  w i t h  p e d i m e n t e d  

c a p ,  s c r o l l s  and p i n n a c l e s .  The  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r c h  had i t s  s h a r e  o f  

o r n a m e n t .  The s i d e  p a v i l i o n s  had g a b l e s ,  w h o s e  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e s  

s e e m t o  f o r e s h a d o w  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Cape Du t ch  r e v i v a l ,  b u t  

w h o s e  o r i g i n s  p r o b a b l y  l i e  i n  t h e  F l e m i s h  g a b l e s  o f  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  

r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The  s m a l l  g a b l e s  on t h e  s i d e  e l e ­

v a t i o n s  a r e  e v e n  more  s t r i c k i n g l y  Cape d u t c h  i n  o u t l i n e .  Bo th  

b u i l d i n g s  a r e  marked by t h e  t y p i c a l  u s e  o f  v e r a n d a h s  f o r  c i r c u l a t i o n .



Banks  w e r e  a m o n g s t  t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  t o w n s  t o  s h o w t h e  new s t y l e .

The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e  t w o f o l d .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e y  had by t h e i r  n a t u r e  

t o  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l  and d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  Banks  t he m­

s e l v e s .  S e c o n d l y ,  a s  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  mai n Ba nk s  w h o s e  h e a d  o f f i c e  

was i n  Cape Town,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e n  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  d e s i g n e d  t h e r e  

by t h e  B a n k ' s  a r c h i t e c t .  A p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  was  t h e  

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Bank and t h e  M a n a g e r ' s  h o u s e .

The S t a n d a r d  Bank a t  R o b e r t s o n  was b u i l t  c . 1 8 9 0 ,  o r  p o s s i b l )  e a r l i e r .

I t  i s  a s i m p l e  b u t  d i g n i f i e d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  c o m p o s i t e  t y p e .  The  

bank w as  i n  t h e  g a b l e d  w i n g  w i t h  i t s  own e n t r a n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  h o u s e  

was  s e t  b ac k  b e h i n d  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h .  The e l e v a t i o n  o f  

t h e  Bank i t s e l f  had h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s  a r ou nd  t h e  o p e n i n g ,  and h e a v y  

q u o i n i n g .  The g a b l e  was  o f  a v a g u e l y  c l a s s i c a l  p e d i g r e e .  The  

v e r a n d a h  was  i n  wood w i t h  t u r n e d  b a l u s t r a d e s  a nd  s awn f r e t w o r k ,  c a s t -  

i r o n  o n l y  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  t o w n s  i n  t h e  mid 1 8 9 0  s .

The A f r i c a n  B a n k i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  b r a n c h  a t  M on ta g u i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  

m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  and p r o b a b l y  t h e  f i n e s t  o f  t h e  b a n k s .  D a t i n g  from t h e  

l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s  and p r o b a b l y  by  W. B l a c k ,  i t  i s ,  w i t h  i t s  p e d i m e n t e d  

g a b l e s ,  p l a s t e r  work o r n a m e n t  and d e l i c a t e  c a s t  i r o n ,  a s u p e r d c o n ­

c o c t i o n  s h o w i n g  t h e  f i n a l  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  s m a l l  t o w n s  o f  - h e  f u l l y  

b l o w n  V i c t o r i a n  f orm i n  a l l  i t s  e x u b e r a n t  g l o r y .

The B a r c l a y s  Bank b r a n c h  i n  O u d t s h o o r n ,  w i t h  i t s  d e l i c a t e  d o u b l e  

s t o r e y e d  c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h  e n v e l o p i n g  a s t o n e  b u i l d i n g ,  s ho ws  a n o t h e r  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  s t y l e  l e s s  o b v i o u s l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i t  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  s h o ws  t h e  d i r e c t n e s s  a nd w h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  t e r m e d  f i t n e s s  

w i t h  w h i c h  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o l o n i a l  work was d e s i g n e d .

In t h e  more  r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l  c o r r r t c e r c i a l  w o r k , a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n e d  

b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d ,  c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h  t y p e ,  became  

t h e  a c c e p t e d  norm and t h i s  t y p e  was  b u i l t  r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h e  i r s t  

World War w i t h  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n .  The i l l u s t r a t i o n  s h o ws  a r e ­

b u i l d i n g s  o f  a s h o p  i n  W o r c e s t e r  d e s i g n e d  by W. B l a c k  c . 1 8 9 5 .  E x c e p t  

f c r  t h e  b a r g e b o a r d e d  g a b l e s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  F l e m i s h  o r  

p e d i m e n t e d  p l a s t e r w o r k  g a b l e s  t h e n  f a s h i o n a b l e ,  i t  has  a l  i t h e  e l e ­

m e n t s  f o u n d  on s i m i l a r  s i z e d  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Cape Town and s u b u r b s .

The b u i l d i n g  boom o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  c o n t i n u e d  v i r t u a l l y  u n a b a t e d  t h r o u g h
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t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  War a nd f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h i s ,  b u t  b u i l d ­

i n g  a c t i v i t y  d e c l i n e d  v e r y  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  1 9 J 4 .  W it h  t h e  r e c e n t  

r e - b u i l d i n g  o f  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  p r i m e  s i t e s  i n  Cape  Town,  t h e  new 

b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  l e s s e r  s t r e e t s .  As m i g h t  

b e  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Queer  V i c t o r i a  s i g n a l l e d  no i m m e d i a t e  

c h a n g e  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u t  t h e r e  d i d  gr ow up d u r i n g  h e r  

s o n ' s  r e i g n  a s t y l e  w h i c h  i s  now known a s  E d w a r i a n  / . B r i e f l y ,  

t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o o s s e s s e d  by t h i s  s t y l e  w e r e  a r e t u r n  t o  N e o - P a l l a d -  

i a n i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  a r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  B a r o q u e  f o r m s  a nd m o t i f s .  

T h e s e  a r e  b o t h  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by  e x t r e m e  f o r m a l i t y ,  s i m p l i c i t y  01 

c o n c e p t ,  a h e a v y  s y m m e t r y ,  a nd  a l a r g e n e s s  o f  s c a l e  i n  d e t a i l ,  t h e  

l a t t e r  o f t e n  b e c o m i n g  o v e r b l o w n .  A g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  s t y l e  i s  

t h e  P i c c a d i l l y  H o t e l  by R. N.  Shaw,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 5 - 1 9 C 3 .  As h a s  b e e n  

o b s e r v e d  by S e r v i c e ' 9 0 ^ , t h e  I m p e r i a l  B a r o q u e  f i t t e d  t h e  g r a n d i o s e  

mooci o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  and s u c c e s s f u l  men o f  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s .  F or  

t h e  B r i t i s h  i t  was  a c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  e m p i r e  and p r o s p e r i t y .

As m i g h t  be  e x p e c t . d ,  . h i s  new mood t o o k  a w h i l e  t o  be co me  pr edom­

i n a n t  i n  Cape Town and a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was  no i m m e d i a t e  c h a n g e  t h e r e  

a r e  s i g n s  i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h i s ,  and w i t h  i t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  

V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A number o f  a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  i l l u s ­

t r a t e  t h i s .

The Y. W. C. A.  i n  L i n g  S t r e e t  was b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 2  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  

J .  P a r k e r .  A l t h o u g h  i t  s t i l l  u s e s  t h e  b a s i c  f o r m u l a  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

d e c a d e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  two s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h  w i t h  t h e  u p p e r  two f l o o r s  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  b a y s  by p i l a s t e r s  a nd bay  w i n d o w s ,  a l l  c a p p e d  by  a 

h e a v y  c o r n i c e ,  t h e  r o o f  l i n e  i s  p l a i n  and t h e r e  a r e  n^ g a b l e s  o r  

d o r m e r s .

F l e t c h e r s  B u i l d i n g  i n  D a r l i n g  S t r e e t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 4 .  d e s i g n e d  by  

C . l i .  S m i t h .  I t  f o r m s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  h i s  M a n s i o n  House  

o f  a f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  A l t h o u g h  t a l l ,  e i g h t  f l o o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  a 

b a s e m e n t ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  t r e a t m e n t ,  w h i l s t  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  f o r m u l a  

o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  i s  n o t i c e a b l y  s i m p l e r  b o t h  i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  and d e t a i l .  

I t  wa s  f a c e d  i n  t e r r a  c o t t a ;  t h i s  g i v i n g  i t  a s o f t e r  mor e  mono­

c h r o m e f i n i s h  t h a n  that ,  o f  t h e  r e d  and w h i t e  b a n d s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

b u i l d i n g s .

G i b s o n s  i n  Long S t r e e t ,  a l t h o u g n  d e s i g n e d  i n  and d a t e d  1 8 9 6 ,  was
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a c t u a l l y  o u . l t  i n  1 9 0 4 .  A d e s i g n  o f  A.  d e  W i t t ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  

m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t e r r a - c o t t a  f r o n t  t o  s u r v i v e .  B a s i c a l l y  i t  i s  a 

r e - f a c i n g  on a n a r ro w l o t .  The b a c k i n g  o f  t h i s  f r o n t  i s  a s t e e l  

f r a m e .  The p r e v a i l i n g  demand f o r  l a r g e  g l a s s  a r e a s  h a s  a l s o  r e d u c e d  

t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  w h a t  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  o r n a m e n t e d  f r a m e s  t h e m s e l v e s .  

A l t h o u g h  h i g h l y  o r n a m e n t e d ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  s a l m o n  p i n k  c o l o u r i n g  g i v e s  

i t  a u n i t y  i t  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  n o t  p o s s e s s .

J a r d i n e ' s  new b u i l d i n g  i n  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t  o f  1 9 0 3 ,  i s  a g a i n  f a c e d  

i n  t e r r a - c o t t a ,  t h i s  b e i n g  s a l m o n  p i n k .  A l t h o u g h  a s m a l l  b u i l d i n g  

w i t h  a l a r g e  g a b l e ,  i t  a g a i n  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  s i m p l i c i t y

o f  f o r m  and d e t a i l .

The Bank o f  A f r i c a ,  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t ,  i s  p o s s i b l y  o n e  o f  t n e  

f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Cape Town i n  t h e  f u l l y  b l o w n  I m p e r i a l  Ba r o q u e  

s t y l e .  D e s i g n e d  by M i l n e  & S l a d d i n ,  a r e c e n t l y  f o r m e d  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  

i t  was  t h e  w i n n i n g  e n t r y  i n  a c o m p e t i t i o n  h e l d  i n  1 90 6  1. R e l y i n g

on h e a v y  m a s s i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  ' c o r r e c t l y '  d e t a i l e d  i n  ' r e a l '  

m a t e r i a l s ,  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  d r y  a c a d e m i c  p h a s e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  S o u t n  

A f r i c a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was  a b o u t  t o  p a s s .

I L L . 2 3 5

I L L . 2 3 6
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In 1 8 4 0 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  e s t a b l i s n m e n t s  i n  Cape Town c a l l i n g  

t h e r s e l v e s  h o t e l s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  o f f e r e d  a c c o m o ­

d a t i o n  o f  some k i n d .  T h e s e  h o t e l s  e x i s t e d  i n  w h a t  had o r i g m a  

b e e n  l a r g e  h o u s e s .  H o t e l s  had n o t  y e t  be c om e a a i s t i n c t  b u l l  9  

t y p e  T he  London H o t e l ,  G r e e n m a r k e t  S q u a r e  wa s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i > .  

Eve n wh en  p u r p o s e  b u i 1 t  h o t e l s  had b e c o m e  common, i t  was  n o t  

u n u s u a l  f o r  a l a r g e  h o u s e  t o  b e c o me  t h e  n u c l e u s  o t  an h o t e  . 

W e n t w o r t h  H o t e l  i n  S e a  P o i n t ,  s t a r t e d  i n  1 8 8 0 .  wa s  f o r m e r l y  Se a  

P o i n t  H o u s e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

H o te l  was a large house i n  M i l l  S t r e e t .  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  h o t e l s

w e r e  a l s o  o f t e n  c o n v e r t e d  h o u s e s .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  a l l  t h e s e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  l a r g e ,  m o s t  j u s t  b e i n g  a f e w  r o o m s .

I p  an a r t i c l e  o f  1 8 6 1 ( 2 ) , t h e r e  w e r e  s ome  s c a t h i n g  w o r d s  f o r  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t s  p r o v i d e d  by  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  h o t e l s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  n o - o n e  had y e t  b u i l t  a h o u s e  i n  Cape  ^

r , : : " : r / : : r : : r u r ^
s i d e s  o f  a s q u a r e  w i t h  rooms  f a c i n g  i n w a r d s  o v e r l o o k i n g  a g r a s s  

p l o t  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  f o u n t a i n ;  a r o u n d  t h i s  s q u a r e  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  

c o o l  , e r , n o . n s  a nd b a l c o n i e s .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  p l e n t ,  o f  b a t h s

s t a n d a b l e .

b e e h e e e e b
b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  a s u b - f l o o r  o r  b a s e m e n t  f o r  s t o r a g e ,  a
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t h e  new b u i l d i n g .

# :#  
r e t u r n e d  a l o n g  t h e  w i n g .  B o t h  h o t e l s  w e r e  n o t  l a r g e .

■
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t h e n  f a s h i o .  b l e  c a s t  i r o n  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h s  and  

t h e  e l a b o r a t e  g a b l e t s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  r o o f  l i n e ,  a s  i n  t h e  

M a s o n i c  H o t e l ,  C l a n w i l 1 i am.

The  r i s e  o f  t h e  s u b u r b s  a r o u n d  Cape  Town d u r i n g  t h e  I S S O ' s  l e d  t o  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a number o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  h o t e l s  i n  t h e s e  p l a c e s .  

A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  a r e  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t ,  t h e  K e n i l w o r t h  

H o t e l ,  o p p o s i t e  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  was  b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 3 .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  a e s t h e t i c  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  b e i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  b l o c k -  

l i n e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  r e c e s s e d  b e t w e e n  two  

g a b l e d  w i n g s .  A l o n g  t h e s e  w i n g s  w e r e  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h s .

The d e t a i l i n g  was  n o t  e l a b o r a t e  and was  c l a s s i c a l  i n  o r i g i n .  A 

b u i l d i n g  o f  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r  and s i z e  was  b u i l t  a b o u t  1 8 8 5  a s  

o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H o t e l  o r i g i n a l l y  

s t a r t e d  i n  1 8 8 3 .  The t h i r d  and l a r g e s t  was  t h e  Q u e en s  H o t e l  a t  

S e a  P o i n t ,  b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  Sea P o i n t  H o u s e .  D e s i g n e d  by  A l e x a n d e r  

a nd  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 7 ,  i t  a g a i n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  f o r m a t  o f  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  

b l o c k  w i t h  r e c e s s e d  v e r a n d a h s  and p r o j e c t i n g  s i d e  w i n g s .  In t h i s  

c a s e ,  t h e s e  s i d e  w i n g s  r a n  ba ck  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  f o r m i n g  a 

U - s h a p e  P l a n .  In e l e v a t i o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i t s  

g r e a t e r  w i d t h  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  The c e n t r a l  

e n t r a n c e  i s  g i v e n  e m p h a s i s  by two s m a l l  g a b l e t s  r e p e a t e d  o n e  a b o v e  

t h e  o t h e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  w i n g s  h a v e  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  b a y  w i n d o w s .  In 

sum t h e n ,  i t s  t r e a t m e n t  marks  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  mo r e  v i g o r o u s  

p l a s t i c  m o d e l l i n g  t h a t  wa s  t o  come i n t o  u s e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

d e c a d e .  T h i s  h o t e l  w o u l d  a l s o  s e e m  t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  i n  Cape Town 

t o  u s e  c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n s  and b r a c k e t s .

D u r i n g  t h e  e x p a n s i v e  n i n e t i e s ,  h o t e l  b u i l d i n g s ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  

b u i l d i n g s ,  b e c a m e  b i g g e r ,  b e t t e r  a n d  mor e  v a r i e d .  The l a r g e s t  o f  

t h e s e  was t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  n med Grand H o t e l  i n  S t r a n d  S t r e e t ,  

b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 4  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  F r e e m a n .  I t  h a s  a l l  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  

f e a t u r e s  common t o  Comme rc ia l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  The b u i l d i n g  

i t s e l f  was  a c o m p o s i t e  o n e  w i t h  t h e  h o t e l  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  A d d e r l e y  

S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e s  and t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  s i d e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  

p o r t i o n  f r o n t i n g  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  S t r e e t  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  Com me rc i a l  

A s s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y ^ ' .  The g r o un d f l o o r  was g i v e n  o v e r  m o s t l y  t o  

t h e  v a r i o u s  b a r s  t h a t  w e r e  o b v i o u s  m o n e y - s p i n n e r s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  

t o w n ,  w h i l s t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  h o t e l ' s  p u b l i c  r o o ms .
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T h i s  f l o o r  o p e n e d  o n t o  a l a r g e  c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h  w h i c h  r a n  a r o u n d  

t h e  b u i l d i n g .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  i t  was  w e l l  s t o c k e d  w i t h  e x o t i c  p l a n t s  

and wa s  a h i g h l y  p o p u l a r  r e n d e z v o u s .  The  u s e  o f  c l e r e - s t o r e y  

w i n d o w s  a b o v e  t h e  v e r a n d a n  r o o f  was  a c l e v e r  d e v i c e  t o  o v e r c o m e  

t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f t e n  f o u n d  i n  l a r g e  rooms  s h a d e d  by  w i d e  v e r a n d a h s .  

A b ov e  was  a f l o o r  o f  r o o m s ,  w h i l s t  a b o v e  t h i s  was  a n o t h e r  f l o o r ,  

p a r t  o f  w h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  s e r v a n t s '  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  

The h o t e l ' s  k i t c h e n s  w e r e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  t o p  

f l o o r  a s  w e l l ,  a s  w a s  common p r a c t i c e .  The  c o m p l e x  r o o f  l i n e  w as  

c a p p e d  by l a r g e  c a s t  i r o n  l e t t e r i n g .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  a t a l l  f l a g

pole.

A s m a l l e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  h o t e l  wa s  t h e  W h i t e  H o us e  H o t e l ,  

a l s o  i n  S t r a n d  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 3 ,  w i t h  P a r k e r  a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .

I t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  

b u i l d i n g .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  some  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  

t h e  new b u i l d i n g  a r e  a p p a r e n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  p o s s e s s e s  a l l  

t h e  t y p i c a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  h o t e l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  On t h e  g r o u n d  

f l o o r  a r e  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  r ooms  a nd t h e  m a n a g e r ' s  s u i t e .  I t  a l s o  

c o n t a i n s  t h e  k i t c n e n ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  s e r v i c i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

i f  i t  had b e e n  p l a c e d  on a n  u p p e r  f l o o r .  The  u p p e r  two f l o o r s  

c o n t a i n e d  a t o t a l  o f  f o r t y s i x  rooms  r e a c h e d  by an e l a b o r a t e  c e n ­

t r a l  s t a i r .  A t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e s e  r ooms  f a c e d  i n t o  a l i g h t  ^

w e l l  o r  o n t o  a s e r v i c e  l a n e .  T h e r e  w e r e  two b a t h r o o m s  a nd W . C ' s

p e r  f l o o r .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  had a b a l c o n y  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  two  

s t r e e t  f a c a d e s ,  b u t  i t  w as  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  rooms  t h e m ­

s e l v e s .  The e x t e r n a l  t r e a t m e n t  was  much more  r e s t r a i n e d  t h a n  

t h a t  o f  t h e  G r a n d ,  t h e  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  b e i n g  l e f t  p l a i n  a nd  w i t h  

o n l y  o n e  l a r g e  t e r m e r  i n  t h e  r o o f .

The h o t e l  P a l m e r s t o n  by G. Ransome i s  an  o d d i t y  i n  i t s  u s e  o t

h i g h l y  e l a b o r a t e  G o t h i c  d e t a i l i n g .  I t s  c o r n e r  t u r r e t  i s  a s u p e r b

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  s t r e e t  c o r n e r ,  b e s i d e s  

i t  b e i n g  a  g o o d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  t h e  h o t e i  i t s e l f .

The new Ha nsa  H o t e l ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 1 ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  b e i n g  P a r k e r ,  

w as  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  B r e e  a nd  S t r a n d  S t r e e t s .  I t  s h o ws  

how t h e  demand f o r  s h o p  s p a c e  had f o r c e d  a l l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  b u t  t h e  

e q u a l l y  v a l u a b l e  b a r ,  o n t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  I t  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  u s e  o f  t h e  l i f t ,  t y p i c a l l y  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  s t a i r  w e . . .
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In t h i s  c a s e  t h e  s m a l l  c o r n e r  s i t e  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  

t h e  b e d r o o m s  w i t h  a s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  s e r v i c e  rooms  and  

s t a i r c a s e s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  a r o u n d  an i n t e r n a l  c o u r t .  The  k i t c h e n  i s  

on t h e  t o p  f l o o r  w i t h  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  o t h e r  f l o o r s .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  

i t  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  w i t h  t h e  

o b l i g a t o r y  c o r n e r  t o w e r .  The o t h e r  d e t a i l s  s ho w t h e  mo r e  r e s ­

t r a i n e d  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  was r e p l a c i n g  t h e  mood o f  t h e  n i n e t i e s .  The  

New C l a r i d g e s  H o t e l  on S t a l  P l a i n  by B l a c k ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 3 ,  a l s o  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h i s  r e t u r n  t o  a s i m p l e r  s i l h o u e t t e  a nd l e s s  v i g o r o u s  

d e t a i 1 i n g .

A number  o f  s m a l l e r  h o t e l s  w e r e  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  m a i n l y  a s

l o c a l  o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e  b r e w e r i e s .  O l h s s o n ' s  Cape  B r e w e r i e s  w e r e

t h e  g i a n t  d e v e l o p e r  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  In 1 8 9 8  t h e y  owned f o r t y

h o t e l s  i n  Cape  Town a l o n e  and y e t  m o r e  i n  t h e  s u o u r b s .  The

Ta ymo ut h C a s t l e  H o t e l ,  c o r n e r  o f  V a n d e l e u r  a nd  W i c h t  S t r e e t s ,  b u i l t
( 7)

i n  1 8 9 4 ,  i s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e s e  p u b s '  % On 

t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  w e r e  t h e  two b a r s ,  p r i v a t e  a nd  p u b l i c ,  p l u s  a b a r  

p a r l o u r ,  d i n i n g  room and k i t c h e n ,  w h i l s t  a b o v e  w e r e  f i v e  b e d r o o m s ,  

t h r e e  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  f o r  h i r e .  T h e r e  was  no b a t h r o o m .

The S t a n d a r d  H o t e l , N a p i e r  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 7 ,  was  a l a r g e r  

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  same l a y o u t  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  p o s s e s s e d  t h r e e  f l o o r s  

w i t h  a b i l l i a r d  room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a nd  b e d r o o m s  a b o v e  t h a t .  

T h e r e  w as  a b a t h r o o m  a nd i n t e r n a l  W . C s .  The  f a c a d e  was  a 

p l e a s a n t  c o m p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  b ay  t o p p e d  by a ' F l e m i s h 1 

g a b l e  w i t h  a r u s t i c a t e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r  and t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e d  f a c e -  

b r i c k  an d s t r o n g  p l a s t e r  b a n d s  a b o v e .  The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Tramway Inn ( 1 8 9 6 )  i s  a n o t h e r  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n a i  t r e a t ­

m e n t .  J .  P ; r k e r  was  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  h o t e l s .  The  

s m a l l e r  , ub d a t e s  f rom a t  l e a s t  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 * s  a s  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  

H o t e l  s h o w s .

The l a s t  v a r i a t i o n  o f  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h o t e l s  i s  t h e  R e s o r t  H o t e l .  

The c r o w d i n g  o f  t h e  c i t y  and i n n e r  s u b u r b s  p l u s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

m o b i l i t y  a f f o r d e d  by  t h e  r a i l w a y s  l e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r o u n d  t h e  

t u r n  o f  t n e  c e n t u r y  o f  a number o f  s e a s i d e  r e s o r t s .  P l a c e s  l i k e  

Muizenburg,  Kalk Bay and S o m e r s e t  S t r a n d  b e c a me  p o p u l a r  p l a c e s  f o r  

h o l i d a y i n g .  To m e e t  t h i s  demand a number o f  h o t e l s  w e r e  b u i l t .

The g r a n d e s t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  was  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  H o t e l  a t  

S o m e r s e t  S t r a n d .  I t  was  b a s i c a l l y  a l a r g e  a d d i t i o n  t o  an e a r l i e r
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b l o c k  f o r  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  s i m i l a r l y  named S t r a n d  S t r e e t  

H o t e l .  I t  was a mo r e  e l a b o r a t e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  nor mal  c o u n t r y  

h o t e l ,  o f f e r i n g  b o t h  b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  and mo r e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  I t  

was a l s o  g i v e n  a s u i t a b l e  a p p e a r a n c e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  w i t h  i t s  

c o r n e r  t u r r e t ,  c a s t - i r o n  v e r a n d a h  and r o o f  l e t t e r i n g .  The

a r c h i t e c t  was P a r k e r  and i t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 /

From t h i s  b r i e f  s u r v e y  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  ho w,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

h o t e l s  e v o l v e d  f r o m  a d o m e s t i c  o r i g i n  i n t o  a h i g h l y  s o e c i a l i s e d  

t y p e .  T h e r e  w e r e  h o w e v e r ,  two b a s i c  f o r m s ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  

s u b u r b a n  h o t e l  a nd i t s  c i t y  c o u n t e r p a r t .

The f i r s t ,  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  p r o t o t y p e ,  t h e  v e r a n d a h e d  h o u s e ,  e v o l v e d  

i n t o  j  l ow h o r i z o n t a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  a s  much

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i n e r y  a s  i t s  p r e t e n s i o n s  c o u l d  a f f o r d .  I t  s t i l l

r e m a i n e d  a l a r g e  h o u s e  t h o u g h .  I t s  s i m i l a  i t y  t o  t h e  t y p i c a l  

A u s t r a l i a n  h o t e l  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  h e r e  and t h i s  i s  a p r o b a b l e  

i n f l u e n c e  i n  i t s  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t ^ .

The c i t y  h o t e l ,  t h o u g h  i t  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  t own h o u s e ,  t o o 1, 

a d i f f e r e n t  p a t h .  As i t  had o f  n e c e s s i t y  t o  be  mo re  c o m p a c t  and  

l a t e r ,  mor e  v e r t i c a l ,  i t  f o l l o w s  more  c l o s e l y  c o n t e m p o r a r y  E n g l i s h  

p r a c t i c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d e r i v i n g  i t s  a e s t h e t i c  d i r e c t l y  f rom  

c u r r e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  f a s h i o n s .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  h y b r i d ,  c o m b i n i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  e l e m e n t s  o f  o o t h  f o r m s ,  

i s  a b u i l d i n g  l i k e  t h e  Grand H o t e l .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  r e p r e s e n t  a 

h i g h  p o i n t  i n  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ^ .
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CHAPTER TEN. HOSPITALS.

•IT MAI SEEM A STRAVGE PRINCIPLE TO ENUNCIATE AS THE VERI FIRST 

REQUIREMENT IN A HOSPITAL THAT IT  SHOULD DO THE SICK NO HARM. IT 

IS  QUITE NECESSARY NEVERTHELESS TO LAY DOWN SUCH A PRINCIPLE, 

BECAUSE THE ACTUAL MORTALITY IN HOSPITALS, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF 

LARGE CROWDED CITIES, IS  VERY MUCH HIGHER THAN ANY CALCULATION 

FOUNDED UPON THE MORTALITY OF THE SAME CLASS OF PATIENT TREATED 
OUT OF HOSPITAL WOULD MAKE ONE EXPECT' .

The m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  a t  W o o d s t o c k  was  b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  

i t s  a r c h i t e c t  was  C o l .  L e w i s ,  t h e  c omman di ng  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Ro ya l  

E n g i n e e r s  a t  t h e  Ca pe .  The mai n b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  p l a n n e d  i n  t h e  

s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  b l o c k s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  o n e  was  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  b u i l d ­

i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a r t e r s  f o r  f o u r  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s .  

B e h i n d  t h i s  was a l a r g e  e n c l o s e d  y a r d  w i t h  a s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  r a n g e  

o f  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  o f f i c e s .  To e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r e  b l o c k  was  a 

wa rd c o m p l e x .  Jn e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  f o u r  w a r d s ,  t h e s e  p a v i l i o n s  

b e i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  R o y a l  l a v a !  H o s p i t a l ,  S t o n e h o u s e  

( 1 7 5 4 - 1  7 6 9 ) ^ .  Two w a r d s  w e r e  u p s t a i r s ,  t wo  down.  A t t a c h e d  t o  

t h e s e  b l o c k s  w e r e  s e p a r a t e  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g s ,  o n e  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  

k i t c h e n  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  r oom,  j u a r d  r oo m,  

e t c .  A c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  ward w i n g s  r a n  a s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  

v e r a n d a h  s u p p o r t e d  on w h a t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  l i g h t  c a s t - i r o n  

c o l u m n s .

From a p l a n n i n g  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  ad c e r t a i n  s t r e n g t h s  

and w e a k n e s s e s .  The b r e a k i i , ]  up o f  t h e  t a n  i u s  e l e m e n t s  i n t o  

d i s t i n c t  e l e m e n t s  i s  g o o d ,  a s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h t  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

k i t c h e n  m i n i m i s e s  t h e  f i r e  r i s k  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t s ;  b u t  i n t e r n a l  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  l a c k  o f  c r o s s  v e n t i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p a i r e d  

w a r d s ,  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  a common b a t h r o o m  and t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  a c r o s s  

an o p e n  y a r d ,  o f  t h e  p r i v v i e s  f rom t h e  ward b l o c k ,  a r e  a l l  d e f e c t s  

t h a t  a d v a n c e d  h o s p i t a l  d e s i g n  was  s o o n  t o  show up.

E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f r o n t  w i t h  

i t s  p r o j e c t i n g  l o b b i e s ,  was c o m p e t e n t  and i t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  by  

L e w c o c k ,  'A f i t t i n g  f in a l  demonstration o f  the ex ten t to  which the 
Georgian s ty le  w ith a l l  i t s  refinem ents and i t s  pedantry dominated 
Cape a rch itecture  by 1837
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f M  new S o m e r s e t  h o s p i t a l  « a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

i n i i d i n d  o f  t h e  s ame  name,  w h i c h  was  s i t u a t e d  h e a r  S o m e r s e t  Road 

m o h c s t  t h e  c e m e t e r i e s .  I t  was  b u i l t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i g o r o u s  

p u b l i c  wo r ks  p r o g r a m *  u n d e r t a k e n  c u r i n g  S i r  G e o r g e  G r e y  s

: : z : _ z c : ; z ; c : z z = : ;

O u f M f n g ,  o r e ,  r e g u i r i n g  imeiiatean d  e x t e n e t . .  

toyethex mith the o r ig in a l f W t y  in -n xran ged  p t o .  
b e  f a r  b e t t e r  r e m o . e d  t o  a  more  o p e n  e l e v a t e d  a t t e ' .

% i i r W F . r r Z o 2 ^ ) ° "  I" 1 8 5 6  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  w e r e  p l a c e d

E E E E B E E r r r

E g m m

m m .
d o u b t  a s  t o  i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y .

5E=*
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■ l e v a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  ' T u d o r ' .  The  b u i l d i n g  was  b u i l t  by  

P i c k e r i n g ,  t h e  r a i l w a y  c o n t r a c t o r ,  w i t h o u t  i t  s e e m s  a n y  t e n d e r s  

O e i n g  o b t a i n e d ,  and i t  was  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  i n e v i t a b l e  

s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o f  t h o s e  d a y s '

The  b u i l d i n g  i s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a T w i t h  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  

m a i n  b l o c k  e m p h a s i s e d  i n  b o t h  p l a n  a n d  e l e v a t i o n .  I t  i s  s y - i e t n c  

a l l ,  d i s p o s e d  a r o u n d  a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  s t a i r c a s e .  The  a cc om mo da ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k  i s  l a i d  o u t  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a c e n t r a l  

c o r r i d o r .  The  g r o u n d  f l o o r  m o s t  c o n t a i n e d  d o c t o r ' s  r o o m s ,  

s t o r e s  and a f e w  s m a l l  w a r d s  i n  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k  w i t h  t h e  n ' t c h e r  

a nd p a u p e r s '  wa r d i n  t h e  w i n , .  A b ov e  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  f e m a l e  

i n  t h e  w i n g  and l a r g e  w a r d s  i n  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k .  One o f  t h e  mos  

i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i s  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  ward  

u n i t s .  T h e s e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l a r g e  room t o  w h i c h  was  a t t a c h e  

a l l  c a s e s  a  n u r s e ' s  r o o m ,  a b a t h r o o m ,  l a v a t o r y  a nd U. C s .

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A b ov e  e a c h  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  now b e  t e r m e d  

s e r v i c e  s t a c k s  was a w a t e r  t a n k .

6  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

■Ike A rc h ite c t  h a , a r t fu e e t io m b ly  tn

a n d  g m m y W  P t o s * 8 *  ° f  ‘ > 0 )

behalder, without any apparent incc .

I L L . 2 5 9



w i d e r  f o r  u s e  a s  d a y  rooms a nd  f i n a l l y  t h a t  a s i m p l e r  and c l e a r e r  

p l a n  w o u l d  h a v e  made f o r  a b e t t e r  h o s p i t a l .

In 1 8 9 1 ,  a new w i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  was  a d d e d  and i n  1 8 9 / ,  a n o t h e r , 

t h e  J u b i l e e ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  w o o d ' n  v e r a n d a h s .  B o t h  

w e r e  d e s  g ne d  by  t h e  Cape P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e n t .  T oday  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  r e m a i n s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  u n a l t e r e d .

A p r o j e c t  o f  1 8 8 9 ,  w h i c h  a l t h o u g h  n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  was  a h o s p i t a l  

d e s i g n e d  by G r e a v e s ,  t h e  P . W. D.  a r c h i t e c t ,  a s  a s e p a r a t e  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l .  I t  w as  t o  b e  s i t u a t e d  b e h i n d  t h e  

p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g .  I t s  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  w h i c h  

i s  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a v i l i o n  o r i n c i p l e  w i t h  t h e  f o u r  w a r d s  

b e i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  c r o s s - v e n t i l a t e d  a l o n g  t h e i r  l e n g t h .  A r c h i t e c t u r ­

a l l y  i t  i s  a v e r y  r a r e  e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  Cape o f  w h a t  m i g h t  c e  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o l o n i a l  i n s t i t u t ­

i o n a l  b u i l d i n g .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  s i m p l e  

s y i m e t r i c a l  p l a n n i n g  i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  b l o c k s ,  u s u a l l y  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  

b u t  n e v e r  mor e  t h a n  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d ;  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  f o r  

c i r c u l a t i o n  and s h a d i n g  a nd  t h e  u s e  o f  a v e r t i c a l  f e a t u r e ,  s u c h  a s  

a v e n t i l a t o r ,  t o  mark t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r n a ­

m ent  was  m i n i m a l  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t .

U n t i l  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t n e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l  r e m a i n e d  t h e  o n l y  

c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e .  To s o l v e  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  a v a s t l y  e x p a n d e d  p o p u l a t i o n  a s e r i e s  o f  c o t t a g e  

h o s p i t a l s  w e r e  b u i l t ,  t h e  f i r s t  b e i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a  C o t t a g e  

H o s p i t a l  a t  Wynberg i n  1 8 8 9 ;  t h e n  t h e  o n e  a t  W o o d s t o c k  i n  18 96  

and f i n a l l y  t h e  R o n d e b o s c h  C o t t a g e  H o s p i t a l  i n  c . 1 8 9 9 .  The word  

• C o t t a g e '  was t a k e n  l i t e r a l l y  by t h e  d e s i g n e r s  w h o ,  b o t h  i n  p l a n  

and i l e v a t i o n ,  t r e a t e d  t he m i n  a d o m e s t i c  s c a l e .  The r e s u l t  o f  

t h i s  i s  a r a m b l i n g  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  an o v e r b l o w n  

h o u s e .  The Wynberg C o t t a g e  H o s p i t a l , d e s i g n e d  by  De W i t t ,  w i t h  i t s  

j u m b l e  o f  r o o f  f o r m s  and t o u c h e s  o f  h a l f  t i m b e r i n g ,  was a g o od  

e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  s e n t i m e n t a l  a p p r o a c h .  The W o o d s t o c k  C o t t a g e  

H o s p i t a l ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  d o m e s t i c  i n  f o r m and 

d e t a i l ,  i s  more  i n  t h e  m a i n  s t r e a m  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s v i l l a  s t y l e ,  w i t n  

i t s  s t i c k  work v e r a n d a h  and i t s  g a b l e s  r e p l e t e  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l l y  

d e r i v e d  m o t i f s .  I t  was a d d e d  t o  i n  1 8 9 3 ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  b e i n g  

P a r k e r ^ 1 1 ) .  The  p l a n  s t i l l  s h o ws  a r e m a r k a b l y  c a s u a l  a t t i t u d e
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t o w a r d s  w h a t  w o u l d  now b e  c o n s i d e r e d  c o r r - t  z o n i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  

t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room was  o p p o s i t e  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .

The  new L oc k H o s p i t a l ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 8  t o  t h e  d e s i g r  o f  G r e a v e s ,  i s  

a s m a l l  b u i l d i n g  t u c k e d  i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  b. o r n e r s  o f  t h e  R o e , a n d  

S t r e e t  Gaol  b l o c k .  L - s h a p e  i n  p l a n  w i t h  t w i  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  w a r d s ,  

o n e  i n  e a c h  w i n g ,  i t s  m a i n  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  i n  i t  m a n i f e s t i n g  t h e  t h e n  

c u r r e n t  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  v e n t i l a t i o n .  T h i s  was  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h i s  

c a s e  , y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  v e n t i l a t o r  on t h e  r o o f  

o f  e a c h  wa rd  w i t h  a s e r i e s  o f  a i r  v e n t s  i n  t h e  w i n d o w l e s s  b o u n d a r y  

w a l l ,  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by w i n d o w s  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e s .

E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  c he  c o l o n i a l  i d i o m  w i t h  t w o  s i m p l e  

f a c e b r i c k  b l o c k s  u n d e r  h i p p e d  r o o f s  j o i n e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  by  a 

t o w e r .  The  r o o f s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a r e  s o m e w h a t  o f  a j u m b l e .  T h e s e  

t w o  b l o c k s  h a v e  t h e  f a m i l i a r  d o u b l e  c u r v e d ,  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n

v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  down t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  i n s i d e  f a c e s .

The  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  C i t y  F e v e r  h o s p i t a l  i s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  a com­

p e t i t i o n  h e l d  by t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Cape Town i n  1 8 9 5 ,  w h i c h  was  

won b y  R e i d  and G r e e n .  H o w e v e r ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

s c h e m e  w h i c h  was  c o m p o s e d  o f  i s o l a t e d  b l o c k s  was  b u i l t  b e c a u s e  

o f  c o s t .  T h i s  f i r s t  s t a g e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k  i n  t h e  

' f r e e  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l e '  and o n e  o f  t h e  ward b l o c k s .

The b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  l u n a t i c  a s y l u m  a t  V a l k e n b e r g ,  

l i k e  a number  o f  s i m i l a r  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  h a s  a l o n g  

h i s t o r y .  T h i s  b e g a n w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  s e l e c t  

c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  o f  1 8 5 5 ,  w h i c h  r ec ommende d t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 

new h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cape  Town.  T h i s  h o s p i t a l  was  

s u p p o s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  l u n a t i c s ,  b u t  no p r o v i s i o n  

was  made f o r  them i n  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l  and s o  t h e y  r e m a i n e d

on Robben I s V n d ,  w h e n c e  t h e y  had b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  1 3 4 8 .  In

1 8 8 2  a v o t e  o f  E 1 5 . 0 0 0  wa s  made by  P a r l i a m e n t  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

an a s y l u m  on t h e  m a i n l a n d ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  was  d o n e 1 . In 18 92  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s i t e  a t  V a l k e n b e r g  was  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a s y l u m .  

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  c h o i c e  wa s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  new e s t a b l i s h m e n t

within a moderate distance of town; 3 miles  was considered ideal.

I t  was  a l s o  i n t e i . d e d  t o  p l a c e  i t  a s  c e n t r a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  

m a s s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ^ ) .  A l l  t h i s  was  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e

I L L . 2 6 2
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mo r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  m e n t a l l y  

d i s t r e s s e d  t h a t  was  b e c o m i n g  c u r r e n t  t o w a r d s  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y .  T h i s  p o l i c y  e n c o u r a g e d  mo r e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  

w o r l d  a s  i t  r e g a r d e d  t h i s  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l . The  a r c h i t e c t  

o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was S y d n e y  M i t c h e l l  o f  S y d n e y  M i t c h e l l  a nd  

W i l s o n ,  E d i n b u r g h .  M i t c h e l l  wa s  t h e  c o n s u l t i n g  a r c h i t e c t  t o  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  L un a c y  o f  S c o t l a n d  a nd had d o n e  much work f o r  t h e m ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a s y l u m s  o f  G a r t l o c h  and G o v a n ,  G l a s g o w .  I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  he was  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  a s y l u m s  w e r e  

r e g a r d e d  a s  b e i n g  s p e c i a l i s e d  w o r k .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  d r a w i n g s  by M i t c h e l l  a r e  d a t e d  1 8 9 2 ^ ^ ,  t h e y  do n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  u n t i l  A u g u s t  1 8 9 3 1' , t o o  l a t e  f o r  

a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  v o t e  o f  f u n d s  f o r  t h a t  y e a r x ^ . H o w e v e r ,  a 

s t a r t  was  made i n  e a r l y  1894 on o n e  ward b l o c k ,  w h i c h  was  

p r a c t i c a l l y  f i n i s h e d  t h a t  y e a r ,  w h i l s t  a n o t h e r  was  a l s o  p u t  i n  

h a n d .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  V a l k e n b e r g  s e e m s  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  s e t  up ir,  t h e  o l d  P o r t e r  R e f o r m a t o r y  b u i l d i n g s ,  a r o u n d  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  h o m e s t e a d ^ . Two c o t t a g e s  b u i l t  a s  g a t e  l o d g e s  

d a t e  f r o m  t h i s  t i m e  ( 1 8 9 2 ) .  W it h  t h e  v o t i n g  o f  £ 4 0 , 0 0 0  i n  

1 8 9 4 ^ ^ ,  wo rk  commenced i n  e a r n e s t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  l a y o u t .

B u i l d i n g  number t h r e e ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b l o c k ,  wa s  commenced i n  

S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 5 ,  w h i l s t  t e n d e r s  f o r  t w o  mo r e  b l o c k s  w e r e  a c c e p t e d  

.n May and J u n e .  The  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k ,  w h i c h  c o s t  

£ 2 0 , 2 5 0 ,  wa s  C. P o o l e ,  a n o  b l o c k s  f o u r  a nd f i v e  c o s t  £ 7 , 4 6 3  and  

£ 6 , 5 6 3  r e s p e c t i v e l y ^ ' .  G r e a v e s ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  A r c h i t e c t ,  w as  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s , i n  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  w h i c h  he  i n t r o d u c e d  a number o f  m i n o r  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  

m o s t  o b v i o u s  b e i n g  t h e  r e - d e s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  r o o f  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i o n  b l o c k  t o w e r ^ ' .  O t h e r w i s e ,  M i t c h e l l ’ s  d e s i g n  d r a w i n g s  

w e r e  a d h e r e d  t o .  The b u i l d i n g s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  on w h a t  

was a d i s p e r s e d  p a v i l i o n  p l a n ,  w i t h  t h e  s e p a r a t e  b l o c k s  j o i n e d  b y  

co '  ad w a l k w a y s .  T h i s  p l a n  had be c om e c u r r e n t  i n  B r i t a i n  f r o m  

t h e  a r l y  1 8 8 0 ’ s o n .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  s y m m e t r i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  

a b o u t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b l o c k  w h i c h  a c t e d  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  I L L . 2 6 5

t h e  d e s i g n .  The mai n b l o c k  i t s e l f  c o n t a i n s  a number o f  d i v e r s e  

e l e m e n t s  a l l  s e p a r a t e l y  e x p r e s s e d  and r o o f e d , a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  

l a i d  o u t  a l o n g  t h e  a x i s , b u t  s c r e e n e d  f ro m t h e  f o r m a l  a p p r o a c h  by  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g s  p r o p e r .  T h i s  d e s i g n  m e t h o d  c a n  b e
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s e e n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  same  a p p r o a c n  a s  was a p p l i e d  t o  d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e T h e  s t y l e  a d o p t e d  by  M i t c h e l l  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

d e s i g n  was  mo r e  f r e e l y  e c l e c t i c  t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  

nad a l e a n i n g  t o w a r d s  ' Quee n A n n e ' ,  w h i l e  G r e a v e s  i n  h i s  d e t a i l i n g  

g a v e  i t  a d i s t i n c t  F r e n c h  R e n a i s s a n c e  f e e l i n g ,  t h e n  o u t  o f  f a s h i o n .  

A c o n t e m p o r a r y  o p i n i o n  was  t h a t  i t  w as  ' E l i z a b e t h a n ' ( 2 2 ' .

I
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a z r z a z x c z s  . z : :

1 F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ,  q u o t e d  by  P e v s n e r  i n  A H i s t o r y  o f  B u i l d i n g  
T y p e s  P 1 5 5

2 I b i d .  P 1 5 1

3 L e w c o c k .  E a r l y  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  S . A .  p 2 7 7

4  S e e  H e p c r t  i n  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  A n n e x u r e s  o f  1 8 5 5

5  T h e  p r o p o s e d  s i t e  i n  1 8 5 5  w as  n e a r  t h e  ne w  p r i s o n

6 S e e  P  g y

7  C a p e  A r g u s  C an  1 5  1 3 5 9

8 C a p e  A r g u s  Aug 1 3 ,  1859
9 S e e  R e p o r t  i n  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  A n n e x u r e s  o f  i 8 6 0

1 0  C a p e  M o n t h l y  M a g a z i n e  V o l  1 0 ,  1 8 6 2  P 2 5 7

1 1  D r a w i n g  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  F o r s y t h  & P a r k e r

1 2  S e e  R e p o r t  o f  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  i n  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e g i s t e r  1 8 9 4

1 3  Q u o t e d  i n  I n s p e c t o r  o f  H o s p i t a l s  a n d  A s y l u m s  R e p o r t  G . 1 7  1 8 9 3

1 4  S k e t c h  p l a n s  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  P . W . D .  C a p e  Town

1 5  S e e  R e p o r t  o f  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  i n  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e g i s t e r  1 8 9 3

1 6  I b i d .

1 7  I n  1 8 9 2  a  r o w  o f  s e c l u s i o n  r o o m s  wa s  b u i l t

18  A c t  No 17  o f  1896
1 9  S e e  P . W . D .  f i l e  No 1 / 2 / 2 7 1  -  B 271

2 0  T h i s  c a n  b e  s e e n  b y  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  s k e t c h  p l a n s  a n d  w o r k i n g  d r a w i n g s

21  S e e  P 286

2 2  C a p e  T i m e s  W e e k l y  F eb  3« 1 8 9 7



CHAPTER ELEVEN. RAILWAY STATIONS.

’IF, AS HENS: FOCILLON ONCE REMARKED, THE 19TH WAS THE MOST
INVENTIVE CENTURY OF MODERN TIMES, THEN THE TRAIN SHED CAN HE

( I )SAID TO TYPIFY THE INVENTIVE SPIRIT OF THE AGE’ .

The f i r s t  r a i l w a y  l i n e  i n  t h e  Cape C o l o n y  was  t h a t  w h i c h  w a s  b u i l t  

b e t w e e n  Cape  Town and W e l l i n g t o n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 0  t o  1 8 6 3 .  T h i s  

was a p r i v a t e  v e n t u r e  u n d e r t a k e n  by an E n g l i s h  c o m p a n y , T h e  Cape  

Town R a i l w a y  and Dock Company,  w h i c h  had b e e n  f o r m e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  The c a p i t a l  o f  £ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  was  r a i s e d  i n  E n g l a n d  

b u t ,  a s  an i n d u c e m e n t ,  c e r t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  g u a r a n t e e s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  

t h e  Company by t h e  Cape P a r l i a m e n t .  As t h e r e  wa s  o b v i o u s l y  nob ody  

a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  who c o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  t a s k ,  a c o n t r a c t o r  by 

t h e  name o f  P i c k e r i n g  was  b r o u g h t  o u t  f r o m  B r i t a i n .  H e ,  i n  t u r n ,  

i m p o r t e d  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  way o f  l a b o u r  and 

m a t e r i a l s  .

The f i r s t  Cape  Town S t a t i o n  was  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  P a r a d e  t o  s e a w a r d  

o f  t h e  C om m er c i a l  E x c h a n g e .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  was  f i x e d  i n  1 8 6 0 ^  

a f t e r  a n  e a r l i e r  s i t e  a t  t h e  l o w e r  e n d  o f  t h e  P a r a d e  o p p o s i t e  t h e  

C a s t l e  w a s  a b a n d o n e d . ^ I t  w as  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 2 ,  a s  a t e m p o r a r y  

s t r u c t u r e ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  g e t  t h e  l i n e  r u n n i n g  and p a y i n g .  T h i s  

b u i l d i n g  was  a m o d e s t  a f f a i r ,  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  a nd  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  

t h r e e  l i n e s  w i t h  a bank o f  o f f i c e s ,  w a i t i n g  rooms a nd  W . C ' s  down 

t h e  o n e  s i d e .  I t  was  f - a m e d  i n  wood and c l a d  i n  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n .

A r u d i m e n t a r y  a t t e m p t  t o  g i v e  i t  a s t y l e  c a n  be  s e e n  i n  t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  v e r t i c a l  f r a m i n g  p o s t s  a s  p i l a s t e r s  and t h e  t r e a t ­

m e n t  o f  t h e  z i n c  g u t t e r  a s  a c o r n i c e ^ ' .  U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  i t  was  

t h e  s o u r c e  o f  much d e r i s i o n  i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .

The p e r m a n e n t  s t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  was  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  

and f o r  w h i c h  t h e  sum o f  £ 2 0 , 0 0 0  had b e e n  e a r m a r k e d  i n  1 8 6 4 ' 6 ; , was  

n e v e r  b u i l t .  T h i s  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  du e  t o  t h e  e co n o m y  m e a s u r e s  

w h i c h  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0 ‘ s .  N e v e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  t h e  d r a w i n g s  f o r  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  s u r v i v e 1' ' a nd  show t h a t  i t  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  a h an ds ome  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  

1I t a l i a n a t e 1 s t y l e .  On p l a n ,  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  l i n e s  w i t h  a 

s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  s i d e  r a n g e  w h i c h  w e r :  t o p p e d  by a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d
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h e a d  b u i l d i n g  f a c i n g  A d d e r ' e y  s t r e e t .  T h i s  had an a r c h e d ,  r u s t i ­

c a t e d  p o r t i c o .  A l l  t h *  d e t a i l i n g  i s  p r e c i s e  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  

s h o w i n g  t h e  nand o f  s o m e o n e  who was o b v i o u s l y  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  

l a t e s t  f a s h i o n s  i n  E n g l a n d ' 8 ^.

The  s m a l l e r  s t a t i o n s  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  i n 1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 2  a l l  c o n f o r m  

t o  a t y p e .  A t  l ^ s t  t h r e e ,  D ' u r t y - n v i l l e ,  E e r s t e r i v i e r  and  

K l a p m u t s ,  w e r e  b u i . c  t o  t h e  same p l a n .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a d o u b l e  

s t o r i e d  c e n t r e  b l o c k  w i t h  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  w i n g s .  Th e  c e n t r e  c o n ­

t a i n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  w a i t i n g  room and t i c k e t  o f f i c e ,  w h i l e  u p s t a i r s  

w e r e  t h e  s t a t i o n  m a s t e r ' s  q u a r t e r s .  One w i n g  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  

l a d i e s  w a i t i n g  room a nd  W . C ' s ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  

s t a t i o n  m a s t e r ' s  o f f i c e .  The  p l a t f o r m  w a s  p a r t l y  c o v e r e d  by a 

r o o f  c a n t i l e v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  v e r y  

p l a i n  a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  minimum o f  o r n a m e n t  on t h e  c e n t r a l  

g a b l e s ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  r e a l l y  be  a s c r i b e d  t o  a n y  s t y l e  e x c e p t  t h e

f u n c t i o n a l .

The  Cape  Town t o  Wynberg r a i l w a y  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a l o c a l  v e n t u r e  

i n  1 8 6 3 ,  t h e  l i n e  j o i n i n g  t h e  m a i n  l i n e  a t  S a l t  R i v e r ,  n o t  w i t h o u t  

some i n i t i a l  o p p o s i t i o n  f ro m t h e  Cape Town R a i l w a y  a n d  Dock Company  

who a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e y  had a m o n o p o l y  The  s t a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h i s

l i n e  ( o f  w h i c h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e ,  Mowbray ,  C l a r e m o n t  a nd  Wy nb er g,  

a l t h o u g h  a l t e r e d  s t i l l  s u r v i v e ) ,  g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  

s m a l l  s t a t i o n s  on t h e  Cape Town t o  W e l l i n g t o n  l i n e .  Mowbray i s  a 

g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  c e n t r e  b l o c k  w i t h  w i n g s  f o r m a t .  The t e r m i n a l  

b u i l d i n g  a t  Wyn b er g ,  h o w e v e r ,  wa s  g i v e n  a much g r a n d e r  t r e a t m e n t  

a l t h o u g h  i t  was  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  and c o n t a i n e d  t h e  same  accommo­

d a t i o n  a s  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s .  S t i l l  s y m m e t r i c a l ,  i t  had a c e n t r a ' , 

p e d i m e n t e d  g a b l e  w i t h  an a r c h e d  d oo r w a y  u n d e r .  Windows w e r e  

g i v e n  h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s  a nd c o r n e r s  w o r e  q u o i n e d ,  w h i l s t  e x t e r n a l  

p l a s t e r w o r k  was r u l e d  t o  i m i t a t e  m a s o n r y .  The  e f f e c t  a i m e d  a t  

was  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  c u r r e n t  ' I t a l i a n a t e '  s t y l e  o f  w h i c h  i t  i s  ( o r  w a s )  

a m o d e s t l y  s u c c e s s f u l  e x a m p l e .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  i e  t r a c A  . . s e l f  was  

c o v e r e d  b y  3 d o u b l e  p i t c h e d  r o o f

In 1 8 7 2 ,  t h e  Cape G o v e r n m e n t  b o u g h t  o u t  t h e  r a i l w a y  r n a n i e s  and 

s t a r t e d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  l i n e  t o  W o r c e s t e r .  At  t h e  e n d  o f  1 3 / 6  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  on a g r a n d e r  and m o r e  w o r t h y  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  t h e  

o l d  t e m p o r a r y  s t a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e d  a c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h i s



b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a r g e  V i c t o r i a n  t e r m i n a l  s t a t i o n  

e l e m e n t s '  . T h e s e  a r e :  a l a r g e  p l a t f o r m  a r e a  c o v e r e d  by  a c l e a r

s p a n n i n g  r o o f  w i t h  a h e ad  b u i l d i n g  f a c i n g  t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t .  The  

l a r g e  s c a l e  s p a n n i n g  e l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  was  a s e m i - c i r c u l a r  

l a t t i c e  t r u s s  o f f  w h i c h  t h e  d o u b l e  p i t c h e d  r o o f  was  p r o p p e d .  The  

t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g  p r o p e r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two p a v i l i o n s  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  

h i g h  w i t h  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n .  I t  was  a v e r y  s u b ­

s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  On t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  i t  c o n t a i n e d  a c e n t r a l  

b o o k i n g  l i n e  l e a d i n g  o n t o  t h e  c l o s e d  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  w a i t i n g  rooms  

and o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  w i n g s .  Ab ove  w e r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

s u i t e s .

E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w as  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  

I t a l i a n  P a l a z z o  s t y l e .  I t  was  i n  f a c t  a v e r y  h e a v y  v e r s i o n  o f  

t h i s  s t y l e .  The b a t t e r e d  p l i n t h  c o u r s e  i n  g r a n i t e  ( a  m e a s u r e  t o  

p r e v e n t  r i s i n g  damp) was  c o n t i n u e d  i n  a r u s t i c a t e d  g r o u n d  f l o o r  

w i t h  l a r g e  k e y s t o n e s  o v e r  t h e  o p e n i n g s  a b o v e  w h i c h  was  an  o r n a ­

m e n t e d  s t r i n g  c o u r s e .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  was  t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  p i a n o  

n o b i l e  and g i v e n  p e d i m e n t e d  w i n d o w s ;  a b o v e  t h i s  r an  a c o r n i c e  w i t h  

a f a i r l y  p l a i n  s e c o n d  s t o r e y .  T h i s  was  t o p p e d  by  a h e a v y  

b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  c r o w n e d  by an e v e n  h e a v i e r  b a l u s t r a d e .  The  

b u i l d i n g  s u f f e r e d  f r o m t wo  m a j o r  d e f e c t s .  The w e a k l y  d e s i g n e d  

c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  d i d  n o t  h o l d  t h e  two w i n g s  t o g e t h e r  v e r y  w e l l  

w h i l s t  t h e  p a v i l i o n s  had a o e c i d e d  t o p  h e a v i n e s s  d u e  t o  t h e  a r ou nd  

f l o o r  b e i n g  t o o  s m a l l  i n  p o r p c r t i o n  t o  t h e  f l o o r s  a b o v e .  'mann,

t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  was  r e a l l y  an e n g i n e e r ^ * 7 w i t h  

l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  s o  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  i t  

s h o u l d  h a v e  a r a t h e r  u n g a i n l y  q u a l i t y  a b o u t  i t .  I t  was  l a t e r  

a l t e r e d  and a d d e d  t o  many t i m e s ,  t h e  c h i e f  a l t e r a t i o n  b e i n g  t h e  

a d d i t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  f l o o r ,  c . 1 9 0 0 .

W o r c e s t e r  s t a t i o n ,  b u i l t  a b o u t  1 8 7 4 ,  i s  a g o od  e x a m p l e  o f  a Main  

L i n e  s t a t i o n .  H e r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  l a i d  o u t  a s  a l o n g  r i b b o n  o f  

w a i t i n g  r o o m s ,  t i c k e t  o f f i c e s ,  s t a t i o n  m a s t e r ’ s  r o o m s , e t c .  a l o n g  

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m .  The p l a t f o r m  i t s e l f  i s  p a r t l y  

c o v e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  by  a c a n t i l e v e r e d  c a n o p y  

f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i a r  s c a l l o p e d  f a s c i a  b o a r d i n g .  In many 

r e s p e c t s  i t  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n s  i n  

B r i t a i n ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g .  T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a p p l i e d  s t y l e
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a b o u t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  v a g u e l y  c l a s s i c a l  a i r  g i v e n  by 

t h e  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  p l a s t e r  a r c h i t r a v e s  t h a t  r a n  a r o u n d  t h e  o p e n ­

i n g s  a nd t h e  i m i t a t i o n  m a s o n r y  o f  t h e  w a l l s .

The r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  a t  R o b e r t s o n  was  b u i l t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a p e  

C e n t r a l  R a i l w a y  C om p a n y ' s  l i n e  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  t o  M o s s e l  Bay i n  

t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  I t  i s  c h i e f l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t  p r e s e n t e d  

t o  t h e  town a p p e a r s  t o  be  d e r i v e d  f ro m t h e  Cape s t o e p - k a m e r  

t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  m e a ns  t h a t  i t  h a s  a c e n t r a l  s t o e p  f l a n k e d  a t  

e a c h  e n d  b y  s m a l l  p r o j e c t i n g  r o o m s .  I t  i s  a v e r y  r a r e  c a s e  o f  

v e r n a c u l a r  i n s p i r a t i o n .

The l a s t  e x a m p l e  c h o s e n  i s  t h a t  o f  M u i z e n b u r g  S t a t i o n  b u i l t  i n  

1 9 1 0 .  I t s  g r a n d i o s e  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  g r e a t  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

t h i s  t o w n  a s  a s e a s i d e  r e s o r t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  R a i l w a y  o b v i o u s l y  

w i s h i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  a f a s h i o n a b l e ,  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e .  T h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  

u s u a l  o n e s ,  an u p s t a i r s  r e s t a u r a n t / t e a  room.

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was  n o t  a 

g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  r a i l w a y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e ,  t h e r e  

i s  e n o u g h  t o  show t h a t  w h e r e  a n o v e l  b u i l d i n g  f or m w a s  r e q u i r e d  

and w h e r e  e c o n o m y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  demanded  

i t ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s  w a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  e v o l v i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t e  

s o l u t i o n .  T h e s e  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  v e r y  much i n  w h a t  h a s  become  

known a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n a l  H o w e v e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s ,  

i t  c a n  a l s o  be  s e e n  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  t h o u g h t ,  

c h i e f l y  f o r  c i v i c  r e a s o n s  t o  r e q u i r e  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  i m p o s i n g ,  t h e y  

w e r e  g i v e n ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  an a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c l o t h e s  

i n  t h e  e c l e c t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  d a y .
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3UGGEC - rHE srAPES OF HIS ARCHES, ROOFS AND TOhERS(1) "

INTRODUCTION

B e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t n i s  

p e r i o d  some g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be made .

The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s ,  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

G e o r g i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  b a s i c  p l a n  f o r m a t .  T h i s  

was  h m t e o  a t  by  Lewcock a nd i s  c o n f i r m e d  by  ny r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  

mode o f  d e s i g n  p e r s i s t e d  v i r t u a l l y  u n d i m i n i s h e d  i n t o  t h e  1 8 6 0 ‘ s 

a nd  o n l y  b e g a n  t o  b e  s e r i o u s l y  c h a l l e n g e d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  and f i n a l  

e b b e d  away  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' : .  T h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h o s e  

y  summer so n i n  h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  s t u d y  o f  t h e  London s u b u r b a n  

v i  l a  . A n o t h e r  s i m i l a r i t y  w i t h  S u m m e r s o n ' s  f i n d i n g s  

i s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  

d e s i g n e r s  o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s .  Thus t h e  e v i d e n c e  h e r e  i s  v e r y  f r a g ­

m e n t a r y  a nd  n o t  v e r y  a c c e s s i b l e  by  t h e  normal  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e s e a r c h  

m e t h o d s . Much h a s  t o  b e  i n f e r r e d  by  d a t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h e m s e l v e

A p a r t  f r o m t h i s ,  h o u s e  d e s i g n  e x h i b i t s  s u c h  a p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  b e  s e e n  

a s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  c h a r -  

a c t e r i s t i c s  c a n  be  c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n e d .

t v e n  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  t h e  b a s i c  s i m p l e  r e c t a n g u l a r  f o r m a t  o f  t h e  

G e o r g i a n  h o u s e  had p r o v e d  t o o  r e s t r i c t i n g  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e x  a c c ­

o m mo d a t i o n  r e q u i r e d ,  a s  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p l a n s  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e  

w i l l  q u i c k l y  s h o w .  The  f or m was m o d i f i e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  

v a r i o u s  l e a n - t o ' s  and w i n g s ,  t h e s e  b e i n g  c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  

a s  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  mai n b od y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e s e  a d d i t i o n s  

w e r e  m a i n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s e r v i c i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a nd  t h u s  a 

c o n v e n t i o n  g r e w  up w h i c h  was o b s e r v e d  e v e n  i n  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  

h o u s e s  a t  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  was  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f r o n t  o r  b e s t  e l e v a t i o n  a t  a l l  c o s t s  a nd r e l e g a t i o n  o f  a l l  

t h e  a d d i t i o n s  and e t c e t e r a s  t o  t h e  r e a r .  Thus t h e  i n v a r i a b l e  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  a V i c t o r i a n  h o u s e  i s  o f  a f i n e  f a c a d e  ( o r  t w o )  w i t h



a m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s e r v i c e  t a i l .  T u r n i n g  t o  p l a n n i n g ,  h e r e  a g a i n ,  

w h a t e v e r  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o r  p a t r o n , 

t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  h o u s e  e x h i b i t e d  a c e r t a i n  a c c e p t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

and e v e n  s i z i n g  o f  r o o m s . T h u s , i n  e a r l i e r  n o u s e s , t h e  d i n i n g  

room and d r a w i n g  room w e r e  a r r a n g e d  e n - s u i t e  b e i n g  c o n n e c t e d  by  

l a r g e  f o l d i n g  d o o r s . In a l l  h o u s e s  a b o v e  c o t t a g e  l e v e l ,  t h e  d in in c;  

room was  t h e  l a r g e s t  room i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  s m a l l e r  d r a w i n g  

room a p p r o a c h e d  a s q u a r e  i n  p l a n .  T h e s e  rooms we,  ? e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  

f r o m  t h e  e n t r a c e  h a l l / c o r r i d o r  t h a t  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  t h e  mai n  c i r c u l ­

a t i o n  r o u t e .  In t h e  c a s e  o f  d o u b l e  s t o r i e s  h o u s e s , t h i s  a l s o  

c o n t a i n e d  o r  l e d  t o  t h e  s t a i r c a s e .  D o u b l e  s t o r i e d  h o u s e s ,  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e i r  mor e  i mpos i ng  n a t u r e ,  w e r e  a l w a y s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  a s i n g l e  

s t o r e y .  The  r e c e p t i o n  rooms w e r e  a l w a y s  g i v e n  t h e  b e s t  t r e a t m e n t  

a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  an  i m p r e s s i v e  s u i t e  o f  rooms b e i n g  a m a j o r  

r t g u i r e m e n t  o f  V i c t o r i a n  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g s t  

t h e  w e l l - t o - d o ^ . Beyond a c e r t a i n  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e ,  h o w e v e r ,  more  

r e c e p t i o n  rooms r a t h e r  t h a n  an i n d e f i n i t e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  w as  p r e ­

f e r r e d .  T h i s  r emar k i s  a l s o  t r u e  o f  t h e  b e d r o o m s  w h e r e  t h e  h e a d  

o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ' s  room was  i n v a r i a b l y  t h e  l a r g e s t .  H o w e v e r ,  

w i t h  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  h o u s e s ,  t h e  l o a d - b e a r i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f t e n  

l i m i t e d  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  f r e e d o m  o f  p l a n n i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .

The u s e  o f  l a t h  and p l a s t e r  p a r t i t i o n s  a l l o w e d  a c e r t a i n  a mo un t  

o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  h e r e ,  t h o u g h .

K i t c h e n s  w e r e  p l a c e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  b u t  n o t  i n t e r l e a d i n g  w i t h  t h e  

d i n i n g  r oom.  A common p r a c t i s e  and a v e r y  w i s e  p r e c a u t i o n  ( a s  

t h e  t h r e a t  o f  f i r e  was  v e r y  r e a l ) ,  was  t o  p l a c e  t h e  k i t c h e n  i n  a 

s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  o r  w i n g ^ ' .  T h i s  a l s o  c u t  down on h e a t  and  

s m e l l s .

S e p a r a t e  b a t h r o o m s  a r e  v e r y  r a r e  w i t h  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  and t h e n  t h e y  

o n l y  o c c u r r e d  i n  l a r g e r  h o u s e s , o f t e n  b e i n g  r e a c h a b l e  o n l y  f r o m t h e  

o u t s i d e .  By t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s t h e y  had be co me  i n t e r n a l  i n  t h e  

l a r g e r  h o u s e s .  P r i v i e s  and W . C . ' s  r e m a i n e d  e x t e r n a l  u n t i l  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  m a i n s  s e w e r a g e  w h i c h  was  o n l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s  i n  

Cape Iown and e v e n  l a t e r  e l s e w h e r e .  V e r a n d a h s , a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t
( 5 )

p l a n n i n g  e l e m e n t ,  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  e l s e w h e r e  '"

I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  Cape Town,  u n i q u e  a m o n g s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

c i t i e s ,  ha d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a v e r y  s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n



2 8 8 .

o f  t e r r a c e  l o u s i n g  w h o s e  o r i g i n s  p r e d a t e  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i c d .

f r o m  a r o u n d  1 8 2 0  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s t h e  p r i m e  i n f l u e n c e  on d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  t h e  C a o e ,  was  t h e  p a r e n t  c o u n t r y  B r i t a i n ;  a p r i m a c y  

t h a t ,  t h o u g h  m o d i f i e d  l a t e r ,  was  m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r y .

i n  d o m a s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  a t i m e  o f  u n r e s t  w h e r e  t h e r e  came i n t o  b e i n g  

a s t r o n g  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T h i s  was  

ma rke d by  a d i s l i k e  o f  u n i f o r m i t y  a nd a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  l o v e  o f  

h y b r i d s ' 6  ̂ w h i c h  a c c o r d e d  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r  s e n t i m e n t  f o r  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  

a nd  t h e  p a s t  ( t h e  o l d e n - t i m e s ) . T h i s  l o v e  o f  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  and 

t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  l e d  t o  a r e v i v a l  o f  p a s t  s t y l e s .  The m o s t  

p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  and 1 8 4 0 ' s  w e r e  t h e  r e v i v a l s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

s t y l e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  1 6 t h  and e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  T h i s  

p e r i o d  i t s e l f  n o t  b e ' n g  p u r e  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  l e d  t o  a 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  b l e n d i n g  o f  t h e  many s t y l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  e c l e c t i c  and  

r e v i v a l i s t  mo ve me nt  o f  t h e  t i m e ' ' '  \  T h e r e  w as  no o b v i o u s  c h o i c e  

f o r  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  be  i n  t h e  P i c t u r e s q u e  s t y l e  a s

w e r e  c o t t a g e s  and l o d g e s  w h i l s t  t h e  s t y l e s  o f  m a n s i o n s  w e r e  n o t

a p p r o p r i a t e .  An e n o r m o u s  v a r i e t y  o f  s t y l e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  and w e r e  

u s e d .  pa t t e r n  b o o k s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  i n  l a r g e  numbe rs  a nd  c o n t a i n e d  

e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  v a s t  a r r a y .  A i d e d  by  t h e s e ,  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  a m a t e u r ,  

s t i l l  s u r v i v i n g  f rom G e o r g i a n  t i m e s ,  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

f a s h i o n a b l e  e s s a y s  i n  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s m a l l e r  d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .  On a l e s s  l o f t y  s c a l e ,  S u mn e r s o n  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  

s u r v i v a l  o f  p u r e  G e o r g i a n  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  London s u b u r b a n  v i l l a

w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s ^ ) .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e

l o c a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  m o d e l e d  on t h e  same  p r e c e d e n t s , c o n t i n u e d  

t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  had be c om e o u t m o d e d  i n  B r i t a i n ,  

t h a t  i s ,  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  I 8 6 0 ' s .

I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  o n e  s i n g l e  f a c t o r ,  w h i c h  had  

n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  s t y l e ,  was t h e  l a r g e s t  i n h i b i t o r  o f  t h a t  c h a n g e  

t o w a r d s  t h e  d e s i r e d  b l e n d  o f  s t y l e s  t h a t  g a v e  t h e  " c h a r a c t e r "  s o  

s o u g h t  a f t e r  f r om  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  o n w a r d s  i n  B r i t a i n .  T h i s  was  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  u n d o u b t e d l y  f a v o u r e d  

t h e  p r o l o n g i n g  o f  t h e  p l a i n  G e o r g i a n  t r a d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  new 

d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  o r n a m e n t  and m a t e r i a l s .



The c o n s e r v a t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  c o u l d  b e  a d v a n c e d  a s  a f a c t o r  

i n  t h i s  p r o l o n g i n g  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a n  mode b u t  t h i s  i s  e a s i l y  d i s ­

c o u n t e d  by  s h o w i n g  t h a t  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s , s u c h  a s  f u r n i s h i n g s  

and c o m m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  i n d u l g e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

much a s  d i d  t  e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  o f  g r e a t e r  me a ns  e l s e w h e r e .  P r i o r  

t o  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  i l l  t h e  h o u s e s  t h a t  do n o t  f i t  w i t h i n  t h e  G e o r g i a n  

f o r m a t ,  s u c h  a s  T a u n t o n  H ou se  a r e  v e r y  much c o p i e s  t a k e n  f r o m  

t h e  T u d o r  and J a c o b e a n  p a t t e r n  b o o k s . From t h e  m i d - 1 8 7 0 ' s  

o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s t y l i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e s  a r e  d i s c e r n a b l e  and t r a c e a b l e , t h e  

mai n b o d y  o f  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  w h i l s t  s h a r i n g  

t h e  b r o a d e s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i t s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  i n  B r i t a i n  a t  

some r e m o v e ,  had a d i s t i n c t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  own o n t o  w h i c h  t h e  

f l o w  o f  f a s h i o n s  w e r e ,  w h a t  o n l y  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s ,  g r a f t e d  o n .  

T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n c e  came t o  an e nd  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  

a m o n g s t  t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s , w h i l s t  t h e  more  h umbl e  ' s p e c '  h o u s e  

c o n t i n u e d  on i t s  own w a y .  T h i s  p e r i o d ,  r o u g h l y  t h e  l a s t  t wo  d e c a d e s  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  was  t h e  h e y - d a y  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  h o u s e .

To r e v i e w  v e r y  b r i e f l y  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  m a j o r  d o m e s t i c  s t y l e s  o f  t h e  

l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  on t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  ' G o t h i c '  

was  s e l d o m  u s e d , t h a t  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  an ‘ I t a l i a n a t e '  was  w i d e s p r e a d  

f r o m  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s o n ,  a nd f i u t  'Queen An ne '  o n l y  p e n e t r a t e d  i n  a 

w a t e r e d  down way a r o u n d  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

The  Cape  F l a t  R o o f  T r a d i t i o n

By 1 8 4 0  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h i s  f o r m o f  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  was  

c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  t y p e  o f  c o t t a g e  and t h a t  

t h e s e  w e r e  c h i e f l y  b u i l t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  t h e  w e s t  and n o r t h ­

w e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y  c e n t r e .  The  a r e a s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  b u i l t  up i n  t h e  

y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1 8 8 0 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b l o c k s  b e l o w  t h e  B u i t e n g r a c h t  

a nd up n e a r  B u i t e n s i n g e l . E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  d i s a s t e r o u s  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  

u s i n g  t h i s  form o f  r o o f  i n  t h e  G o a l s  b u i l d i n g  programme o f  

' 8 5 8 - 1 8 6 2 ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  r o o f s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  p r a c t i s e  

o f  l o w - p i t c n e d  s l a t e  p y r a mi d  M- for m.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  l a t e  a s  

1 8 6 6 ,  h o u s e s  w e r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  u n d e r  Cape f l a t  r o o f s ^ . 

Around 1 8 7 0  when t h i s  f orm o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  became o u t m o d e d ,  a t  

l e a s t  i n  Cape Town t h a t  i s ,  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  

s h e e t s  l e d  t o  t h e  p r o l o n g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f l a t  r o o f  a e s t h e t i c .  As 

t h e  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  had t o  b e  l a i d  t o  a s l i g h t l y  s t e e p e r  p i t c h ,  t h i s  

i n  t u r n  l e d  t o  a r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  f r o n t  p a r ? n e t .  A f e w  e x a m p l e s  

o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  r e ma i n  i n  t h e  c i t y  b l o c k s  a b o v e  B u i t e n s i n g e l  t h a t



w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r  I f  JO. At  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

o f  c u r v e d  c o r r u g a t e d  i t o n  s h e e t s  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  c h e a p  v e r a n d a h  o v e r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t o e p .  I t  s h o u l d  

a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  o n l y  t h e  b a s i c  f o r m a t  

o f  t h e  h o u s e  was  r e t a i n e d , a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  d o o r s ,  w i n d o w s ,  

o r n a m e n t a t i o n ,  e t c .  w e r e  t h e  sas ie  a s  t h o s e  u s e d  on t h e  ‘ E n g l i s h '  t y p e  

o f  h o u s e .  A row o f  h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  Gordon S t r e e t ,  G a r d e n s ,  

a b o u t  1 8 8 3 ,  marks t h e  f i n a l  m e t a m o r p h a s i s  o f  t h e  f l a t  r o o f  v e r n a c u l a r  

i n t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  ' V i l l a '  t r a d i t i o n .  T h e s e  h o u s e s  s e t  b a c k  f r o m  

t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  f r o n t  g a r d e n s , c u r v e d  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  v e r a n d a h s  and  

l a r g e  p a n e  w i n d o w s ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a m o n g s t  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h i s  t / p e  b u i l t  

i n  Ca^e Town.  In t h e  d r i e r  r e g i o n s  i n l a n d  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  1 4 v e d  o n .

The f iura l  V e r n a c u l a r

The u s e  o f  t h i s  t e r m  c o u l d  be  m i s l e a d i n g  u n l e s s  i t  i s  r eme mbe re d t h a t  

e v e r y t h i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  Cape Town p r o p e r  

c o u l d  be  t e r m e d  r u r a l .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

c f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  l a r k  o f  g o od  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  

m o s t  o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  o f  a t y p e  d e r i v e d  f ro m t h e  N o r d i c  

c o t t a g e  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  o f  a s i n g l e  p i l e  i n  p l a n  w i t h  rooms  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ^ . T h i s  was p r i n c i p a l l y  due  t o  t h e  s p a n n i n g  

l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  d o u b l e - p i t c h e d  r o o f .

F o r  t n e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i t  i s  n o t  p r o p o s e d  t o  f o l l o w  a l l  

t h e  p o s s i b l e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  f o r m  b u t  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  main  

s t r a n d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  r u r a l  

c o t t a g e  w h i c h  was  b u i l t  i n  s u c h  l a r g e  numbe rs  a l l  o v e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a .

The f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h i s  e v o l u t i o n  came a b o u t  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  

o f  a r e l a t i v e l y  c h e a p  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  c . 1 6 7 0 .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  t h e  

a d d i t i o n  o f  a l o w - p i t c h e d ,  l e a n - t o  o n t o  t h e  m a i n , d o .  l e - p i t c h e d  

r o o f  o f  e x i s t i n g  and new d w e l l i n g s .  T h i s  u s e  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  

had many a d v a n t a g e s . F i r s t l y  i t  a l l o w e d  t h e  k i t c h e n  t o  be  moved  

o u t  u n d e r  t h e  f i r e - p r o o f  c o v e r ’ n g ,  an i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e  a l  j s t  u n i v e r s a l  t h a t c h  c o v e r i n g .  The a t t e n d a n t  a d v a n t a g e s  w e r e  

t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a s o u r c e  o f  d i s c o m f o r t ,  i n  summer and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

o f  t h e  f o r m e r  l i v i n g - k i t c h e n  f o r  more  ' p o l i t e '  p u r p o s e s .  S e c o n d l y  

by c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  l e a n - t o  a l o n g  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a 

d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n ,  w i t h  r e d u c e d  c i r c u l a t i o n  and i n c r e a s e d  p r i v a c y ,  

c o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d .  Thus e v o l v e d  t h e  f a m i l i a r  f o u r  room p l a n  t h a t  

b e c a me  s t a n d a r d  i n  s m a l l e r  h o u s e s . The l a s t  i n o v a t i o n  was t h e  i n ­

t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f r o n t  v e r a n d a h .  I t  a p p e a r s  s p o r a d i c a l l y  i n  t h e



1 8 8 0 ‘ s b u t  a s  m e n t i o n e d  e l s e w h e r e  11 \  i t  i s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  

o f  c u r v e d  s h e e t s  t h a t  c h e a p e n e d  i t  s o  much a s  t o  a l l o w  i t  t o  

be c ome  an a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  18 8 C ’ s . The u s e  

o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  on t h e  mai n r o o f  a s  w e l l ,  was  t h e  f i n a l  n o t e  o f  

t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .

The C o t t a g e  0 r n e 6

The g e n e r a l  b a c k g r o u n d  and t h e  h i s t o r y  p f  "  h o u s e  t y p e  a t  t h e  

Cape i s  t h o r o u g h l y  d e a l t  w i t h  by  Le wc ock l i / ,  s o  i t  w o u l d  s . r v e  

l i t t l e  p u r p o s e  t o  r e t r a c e  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  a n y  d e t a i l . N e v e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  a f e w  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  o p p o r t u n e . I t  r e m a i n e d  i n  f a s h i o n  

a t  t h e  Cape p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h e  R o n d e b o s c h - W y n b e r g  a r e a  u n t i l  a b o u t  

1 8 5 0 ,  w h i c h  i s  some t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t  had b e g u n  t o  d e c l i n e  i n  

B r i t a i r / 1 ^ . I t s  m o d e s t  de mands  on l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  s k i l l s  and  

i t s  u s u a l l y  s i m p l e  p l a n  a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  c h i e f  f a c t o r s  f o r  i t s  

c o n t i n u i t y .  I t  was  a l s -. s u f f i c i e n t l y  r o m a n t i c  i n  i t . ,  r u s t i c i t y  t o  

r e m a i n  i n  f a s h i o n .  As 1 , t e  a s  1 8 4 8 ,  n o  l e s s  a p e r s o n  t h a n  t h e  

G o v e r n o r ,  S i r  H a r r y  S m i t h ,  w as  c o n t e n t  t o  u s e  o n e , C h a r l i e ' s  H o p e ,  

a s  h i s  summer r e s i d e n c e .  The t w o  e x a m p l e s  shown w e r e  p r o b a b l y  

b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .

E r i n v i l l e ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  h a s  t h e  t y p i c a l  s i m p l e  f or m  w i r o u n d e d  

d o r m e r s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  t h a t c h e d  r o o f .  The wooden  

t r e l l i s - w o r k  v e r a n d a h ,  w i t h  z i n c  s h e e t e d  r o o f s  r u n n i n g  a l o n g  

t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g , i s  a l s o  t y p i c a l .

The o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  s ho ws  a h o u s e  a t  Wyn b er g .  H e r e ,  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  

i s  more  f o r m a l , m a ki n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a c r o s s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  c o t t a g e  orneA a nd  i t s  town c o u n t e r p a r t .  Tha g o t h i c  d o r m e r  o r  

g a b l e  i s  a w h i m s i c a l  t o u c h .

V i c t o r i a n  D o m e s t i c

As w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  t h i s  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  f o r m o f  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

r e v i e w ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .

E dge cumde  T e r r a c e  i n  S i r  Lowry Road a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  f r o m c . 1 8 4 0  and  

i s  t h e  wo rk  o f  J .  S t i d w o r t h y , who s t y 1 e d  h i m s e l f  a r c h i t e c t  and  

b u i l d e r .  The t e r r a c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  h o u s e s , e a c h  c f  w h i c h  

was o f  t h r e e  b a y s .  The c e n t r e  h o u s e  p r o j e c t e d  s '  g h t l y .  The  

l o w  p i t c h e d ,  s l a t e  r o o f  was  p a r t i a l l y  h i d d e n  by  a s t e p p e d  p a r a p e t  

w i t h  c o r n i c e .  The u p p e r  w in d o w s  had h o o d s  but t h e  m o s t  u n u s u a l
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e l e m e n t s  w e r e  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r y  p o r c h e s  w i t h  f l a n k i n g  l a t t i c e  

wor k v e r a n d a h s .  T h e s e  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  b y  p r o j e c t i n g  p a r t y  w a l l s  

c a p p e d  b y  l a r g e  s c r o l l s .  B e t w e e n  t h e  v e r a n d a h s  and f r o n t  w a l l s  

w e r e  s m a l l  g a r d e n s .  T h e s e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  e a r l y  e x a m p l e s  

o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  movement  t o w a r d s  a r i c h e r  t r e a t m e n t .

Two d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  t e n - a c e  h o u s e s  i n  U p pe r  H a r r i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  ILL 2 8 0

b u i l t  c . 1 8 4 6 ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a n  t r a d i t i o n .

B e h i n d  t h e  s i m p l e  f a c e b r i c k  f a c a d e s , h o w e v e r ,  l i e  q u i t e  c o m p l e x  

p l a n s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  j u g g l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  s i m p l i c i t y .  On 

t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  e a c h  c o n t a i n s  a d r a w i n g  room and a d i n i n g  room 

e n - s u i t e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  l a r g e r  h a s  a s m a l l  e x t r a  room an d i t s  k i t c h e n  

i n  an o u t s h u t .  The u p p e r  f l o o r  c o n t a i n s  a number  o f  b e d r o o m s  The  

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  p a r t y  w a l l s , t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  b u i l t -  

i n  c u p b o a r d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t t i c  r o o m s ,  a l l  d e r i v e  f r o m  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

E n g l i s h  o r  e v e n  S c o t t i s h  p r a c t i c e .

S m a l l e r  s i n g l e - s t o r i e s  row h o u s e s  w e r e  a l s o  common a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  ILL 281

e x a m p l e  s ho wn d a t e s  f ro m c . 1 8 6 0  i n  B u i t e n k a n t  S t r e e t ,  t h e y  a r e  o f

a t y p e  f o u n d  f r om  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  T h e s e  c o n s i s t e d

o f  two rooms b ac k  t o  b ac k  w i t h  a k i t c h e n  i n  an o u t s h u t .  The

r o o f  o f  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k  i s  d o u b l e - p i t c h e d  and o f  s l a t e ,  w h i l s t

t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  u n d e r  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n .  T h i s  m u s t  be  an e a r l y

e x a m p l e  o f  i t s  u s e ^ 1 3 ^. The  f r o n t  o r  b e s t  room h a s  a f i r e  p l a c e .

O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  h o u s e s  had no v e r a n d a h s  b u t  s m a l l  s t o e p s ,  an 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o u c h  o f  t h e  Cape v e r n a c u l a r .  T h i s  f o r m  o f  p l a n  had

a l o n g  l i f e ,  a s  w i l l  be  shown l a t e r .

A v e r y  u n u s u a l  f o r m  o f  row h o u s e s . f o r  Cape Town t h a t  i s ,  w e r e  t h e

Dock c o t t a g e s ,  b u i l d  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  H a r b o u r  ILL 2 8 2

E n g i n e e r ,  A n d r e w s , t o  h o u s e  a r t i s a n s  e m p l o y e d  on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n

o f  t h e  new h a r b o u r .  They w e r e  o f  s t o n e  and w e r e  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d

w i t h  s e p a r a t e  l i v i n g  u n i t s  up and down.  The u p p e r  u n i t s  had a c c e s s

by  means  o f  an o p e n  g a l l e r y .  As c a n  b e  s e e n  on t h e  p l a n  t h e y

c o n t a i n e d  a l i v i n g  r o o m,  k i t c h e n  and two s m a l l  b e d r o o m s , t h i s

b e i n g  t h e  norm f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  o f f  c l a s s  o f  a r t i s a n ' s  d w e l l i n g s  d u r i n g

t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .

A more  s u b s t a n t i a l  a f f a i r  was  t h e  t y p i c a l  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d ,  s e m i - d e t a c h e d  

an e x a m p l e  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  o n e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  B u i l t  c . 1 85 7  on t h e  ILL 2 8 3



c o r n e r  o f  Bui  t e n g r a c h t  and Leeuwen S t r e e t s .  The p l a n  i s  t h a t  o f  

t h e  a v e r a g e  E n g l i s h  t u n n e l  b a c k ,  t h a t  i s ,  a mai n b l o c k  c o n t a i n i n g  

two rooms b a c k  t o  b a c k  w i t h  a w i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  k i t c h e n  on 

t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  a nd a be dr oom a b o v e .  The s t a i r c a s e  i s  p o s i t i o n e d  

a c r o s s  t h e  u p p e r  rooms i n s t e a d  o f  mor e  t y p i c a l l y  r i s i n g  o u t  o f  

t h e  i n n e r  h a l l .  Thus a c c e s s  t o  t h e  t h i r d  b e d ro o m i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  

t h e  t h i r d  be dr o om .

S t .  An d re ws  p a r s o n a g e ,  i n  S o m e r s e t  Ro ad ,  was  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  ILL

i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  a s  a t y p i c a l  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  f l a t - r o o f e d  h o u s e .  In 

1 8 5 0  i t  was  a l t e r e d  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  f o r m .  The  u p p e r  f l o o r ,  c o m p r i s i n g  

f o u r  b e d r o o m s  and w h a t  i s  now a b a t h r o o m ,  i s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  a 

s t a n d a r d  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  V i l l a  p l a n ,  a s  a r e  t h e  two l a r g e  r e c e p t i o n  

r ooms  f l a n k i n g  t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  d o w n s t a i r s .  The  c ra mp ed  s t a i r c a s e  

i s  d u e  t o  t h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  h a l l ,  a s  i s  t h e  a t y p i c a l l y  

l a r g e  w i n g  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e ' s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .

P r i n c e  A l f r e d ' s  H o u s e ,  W y nb er g ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  f r om  t h e  1 8 5 0 ‘ s ILL 

i s  a f a i r l y  s m a l l  h o u s e  b u t  s h o ws  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  s y m m e t r i c a l  

p l a n  e v e n  i n  w h a t  m i g h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a r ur a l  f o r m .  The f r o n t  i s  

o f  f i v e  b a y s  b u t  t h e  p l a n  i t s e l f  i s  s i n g l e  p i l e ,  a s  was  common w i t h  s m a l l e r

h o u s e s .  T h e r e  i s  a c e n t r a l  h a l l w a y  w i t h  a s t a i r c a s e .  One r e c e p t i o n

room l i e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  ' " d  a k i t c h e n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a 

s i n g i e s t o r i e s  w i n g ,  a n o t h e r  common a r r a n g e m e n t  w h i c h  p e r s i s t e d  up 

t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  U p s t a i r s  a r e  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s .  The  

p r a g m a t i c  g e o m e t r y  o f  t h e  h o u s e  s h o w s  how f a r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  G e o r g i a n  

p r e c i s '  i  had b e e n  w a t e r e d  down.

2 0 ,  Br ed a S t r e e t  a p p e a r s  a l s o  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  n _ L

a l t h o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  c o u l d  be  o l d e r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  

b a s i c  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s °  was a r r i v e d  a t  by 1 8 5 9 ' 1 4 ^. T h i s  p l a n  

c o n s i s t s  o f  two b l o c k s  c o n t a i n e d  u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  h i p p e d  r o o f s  w i t h  

a d d i t i o n a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  u n d e r  l e a n - t o ' s .  The p r e s e n t  v e r a n d a h  i s  l a t e r .  

The b a y  wi ndo w t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room i s  o r i g i n a l  and m u s t  be  o n e  o f  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  i n  Caoe  Town.  The p l a n , b e c a u s e  o f  w h a t  a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  be  

l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  e . g .  t h e  wi i g ,  s h o w s  a v e r y  c o n f u s e d  l a y o u t ,  b u t  t h e  

b a s i c  c o r e  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  d o u b l e  b ay  v i l l a  t y p e .
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An i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  i s  t h e  o f f - c e n t r e  f r o n t  d o o r ;  o f f - c e n t r e  

o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l ,  t h a t  i s .  T h i s  was  t o  k e e p  t h e  s y m m e t r y  o f  t h e  

f a c a d e ,  o b v i o u s l y  s t i l l  an i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e .  The k i t c h e n  was  i n  t h e  

w i n g .  The  h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  m o d e r n i z e d  a nu mbe r  o f  t i m e s  s i n c e .

L e i n s t e r  H a l l ,  Camp S t r e e t ,  d a t e s  f r o m  c . 1 8 5 5 .  A l a r g e  h o u s e ,  

a t  f i r s t  w i t h o u t  i t s  v e r a n d a h ( 1 5 ) , was  o r i g i n a l l y  v e r y  s i m p l e  

i n  p l a n  b u t  i t s  e x a c t  f o r m  i s  s o m e w h a t  o f  a m y s t e r y '  0 . B a s i c a l l y  

i t  was  o n e  room d e e p ,  w i t h  two r e c e p t i o n  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  

a c e n t r a l  s t a i r w e l l / h a l l w a y  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m .  A g a i n  i n t e r n a l  

i r r e g u l a r i t y  was  m as k ed  by  e x t e r n a l  s y m m e t r y .  The k i t c h e n  was  

i n  a w i n g ,  t h u s  f o r m i n g  an L - s h a p e .  Rooms a b o v e  f o l l o w e d  t h o s e  

d o w n s t a i r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two a b o v e  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e c e p t i o n  

r oom.  A s t a b l e  r a n g e  f o r m e d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  w i n g  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  

U - s h a p e .  The  h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  much a l t e r e d  and a d d e d  t o .

G l e n d a r r a h ,  R o n d e b o s c h , i s  a s m a l l ,  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  h o u s e  b u i l t  

p o s s i b l e  a s  l a t e  a s  1 8 6 0 .  I t  h a s  d o u b l e  p i l e  p l a n  w i t h  f i r e p l a c e s  

b ac k  t o  b a c k ,  a v e r y  E n g l i s h  f e a t u r e ' ; , ) . The f r o n t  i s  t y p i c a l l y  

t h r e e - b a y e d .  An o d d i t y  i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  w i t h i n  

a r o o m ,  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  i n  t h e  h a l l  w h i c h  was  u s u a l .  Th i s  

- e s u l t s  i n  t h e  l o s s  o f  a room u p s t a i r s .  The s i n g l e  s t c r i e d  v e r a n d a h  

on t h e  g a r d e n  s i d e  i s  a t y p i c a l l y  g r a c e f u l  a d d i t i o n .

H u g e n d e n ,  a l s o  i n  R o n d e b o s c h ,  was  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  G l e n d a r r a h  b u t  i s  

more t y p i c a l  i n  h a v i n g  t h e  b a c k  r a n g e  o f  rooms u n d e r  a l e a n - t o  

r o o f .  The  c o u p l e d  c h i m n e y s  on t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  a r e  a l s o  a t y p i c a l  

t r e a t m e n t  c . 1 8 6 0 .  The c u r v e d  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  t o  t h e  f r o n t  v e r a n d a h

i s  l a t e r .

T h o m e ' s  H o u s e ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  s e e m s  t o  be  an o l d e r  h o u s e  g i v e n  a 

c e r t a i n  amount  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  The  l a r g e  g l a s s  p a n e s  

and ' h a t  m i g h t  be  a bay  w ind ow on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  wo u l d  

C"- m t h i s .

Dock h o u s e  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 2  a s  b o t h  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  and o f f i c e  o f  t h e  

H a r b o u r  E n g i n e e r ,  A n d r e w s , and was  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  h i s  d e s i g n .  A 

l a r g e ,  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  o f  b l u e  s t o n e  w i t h  g r a n i t e  

q u o i n s ,  i t  o c c u p i e s  a comma ndi ng  p o s i t i o n  o v e r  t h e  A l f r e d  B a s i n ,  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  h a r b o u r .  A c c o mm o da t i on  i s  d i v i d e d  r o u g h l y  h a l f / h a l f  

b e t w e e n  o f f i c e s  and r e s i d e n t i a l .  R e c t a n g u l a r  i n  p l a n ,  w i t h  a d o u b l e

ILL 2 8 7

ILL 2 8 8

ILL 2 8 9

ILL 2 9 0

ILL 291



s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  f r o n t ,  i t  h a s  two  

s m a l l  w i n g s  t o  t h e  r e a r .  The o f f i c e s  w e r e  e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  a 

d o e r  on t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  a nd c o n s i s t e d  o f  f o u r  rooms d o w n s t a i r s  

and f o u r  u p s t a i r s ,  u n i t e d  by  t h e i r  own s t a i r .  The r e s i d e n t i a l  

p a r t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  u s u a l  r e c e p t i o n  rooms  and k i t c h e n  w i t h  f o u r  

b e d r o o m s  a n d  a b a t h r o o m  a b o v e .  The  s i t t i n g  room p o s s e s s e s  a 

s m a l l  b a y  w i n d o w  n o t  v e r y  w e l l  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  r o om .  F r e n c h  

d o o r s  d o o r s  c o n n e c t  a l l  t h e  rooms  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h  t o  i t .

The  c e l l a r  i s  v e r y  much a E u r o p e a n  f e a t u r e ,  s e l d o m  f o u n d  a t  t h e

Cape a t  t h e  t i m e .

E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  h o u s e  I s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e  e l a b o r a t e  w oo d en  

v e r a n d a h  w i t h  t u r n e d  p o s t s  and d e c o r a t i v e  b r a c k e t s .  I t s  m d - V l = t o n . n  

c h a r a c t e r  i s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i m n e y s ,  t h e  b r a c k e t s  

t o  t h e  e n d s  a nd t h e  h e a v y  p l a s t e r  a r c h i t r a v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  o p e n i n g s .

T h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a t t e m p t s  t o  t r e a t  t h i s  e l e m e n t  w i t h i n  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a e s t h e t i c .

T a u n t o n  H o u s e ,  Hof  S t r e e t ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  b u i l d i n g s  —

o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  G e o r g i a n  f o r m a t .  B u i l t  i n  1 8 5 4  t o  t h e  d e s i g n

o f  P e n k e t h  a n d  C a l v e r t  on t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h o u s e ,  i t  i s  T ud o r  i n  

s t y l e  a nd a l m o s t  s y m m e t r i c a l  i n  e l e v a t i o n  a s  w e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  e a r  y  

r e v i v a l i s t  b u i l d i n g s .  T he  h o u s e  h a s  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s  w i t h  

p r o m i n e n t  g a b l e s  and c h m n e y s .  A s y m m e t r i c a l  a d d i t i o n s  and d i f f e r i n g  

f e n e s t r a t i o n  b r e a k  down t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  f a c a d e .  S t r a i g h t  

s i d e d  a r c h e s  t o  t h e  s h a l l o w  f r o n t  v e r a n d a h ,  wa vy  b a r g e - b o a r d s ,  

h o o d - m o u l d i n g s  t o  t h e  w i n d o w s  and r o ws  o f  l o z e n g e  s l a t e s  on t h e  

r o o f  a r e  a l l  a u t h e n t i c  Tudor  d e t a i l s .  The s h i e l d  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  

o w n e r s  h e r a l d i c  d e v i c e  i s  a l s o  a p a t t e r n  b o ok  d e r i v a t i o n .  The 

o n l y  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a c e r y  

t o  t h e  w i n d o w s .  T h i s  was  a p e r m i s s a b l e  v a r i a t i o n .

A n o t h e r  T ud o r  h o u s e  w a s  B e d f o r d  V i l l a ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  b u i l t  c . 1 8 5 9  t o  

t h e  d e s i g n  o f  W. K o h l e r ,  who wa s  a l s o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  s i m i . a r l y  II

s t y l e d  f l o u r  m i l l  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  A l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  p r e v i o u s l y

m e n t i o n e d  s u c h  a s  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  m a s s i n g ,  t h e  s t e e o l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s ,  

p r o m i n e n t  g a b l e s  a nd  c l u s t e r e d  c h i m n e y  p o t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a s  w e r e  t . e  

T u d o r  a r c h e d  v e r a n d a h  and t h e  m u l l i o n e d  w i n d o w s .  What i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t  ng 

a b o u t  t h i s  h o u s e  a r e  t h e  e c c e n t r i c  t o u c h e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  s u b d i v i d e d  

t r i a n g u l a r  w i nd ow u n d e r  t h e  d o r m e r  a nd t h e  k e y h o l e  w i n d o w  i n  t h e  r i g h t



hand g a b l e .  T h e s e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  on a h o u s e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  

C a l e d o n  on t h e  o l d  main r o a d  t o  S w e l l e n d a m .  I t  was  p r e s u m a b l y  

d e s i g n e d  c . 1 8 6 0  w h i l s t  K o h l e r  was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  P a a r l / S t e l l e n b o s c h  

area.

A n n a n d a l e  L o d g e ,  i n  M i l l  S t r e e t  i s  a l a r g e  v i l l a  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 0 .

The  o r e s e n t  v e r a n d a h  i s  c a s t - i r o n  and l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e  h o u s e  d i d  

o r i g i n a l l y  p o s s e s s  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  o n e ,  p r o b a b l y  o f  w o o d ,  v e r y  

s i m i l a r  t o  e a r l i e r  h o u s e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e .  I t  i s  a t y p i c a l  i n  

h a v i n g  t h e  L - s h a p e d  s t a i r c a s e  a s c e n d i n g  f r o m t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l .

T h i s  g i v e s  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  u p s t a i r s  i n  a l l o w i n g  a g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  

o f  p l a n n i n g .  By t h e  u s e  o f  l a t h  and p l a s t e r  p a r t i t i o n s  e i g h t  be dr o om s  

w e r e  c o n t r i v e d  w h e r e  f i v e  o r  s i x  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

maximum p o s s i b l e .  The mai n r e c e p t i o n  rooms d o w n s t a i r s  a r e  e n -  

s u i t e .  The k i t c h e n  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a s e p a r a t e  w i n g ,  a p r a c t i c e  

met  many t i m e s  b e f o r e .

A n o t h e r  h o u s e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s  was  Gre y V i l l a ,  Mowbray ,  l a t e r  t h e  

home o f  S i r  Thomas M a c l e a r ,  t h e  A s t r o n o m e r  R o y a l .  B u i l t  f o r  N i c o l  

S t e n h o u s e ,  a w e a l t h y  c  i t a l i s t ,  i t s  P a l l a d i a n  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  

l a y o u t  o f  a mai n b l o c k  and s y m m e t r i c a l l y  p l a c e d  p a v i l i o n s  a r e  q u i t e  

n o v e l  f o r  s u c h  a l a t e  d a t e  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h i s  f o r m  i s  s t i l l  

t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  some p a t t e r n  b o o k s  o f  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ^ ^ .  The V e n e t i a n  

w i n d o w s  t o  t h e  l o w e r  f l o o r  a l s o  g i v e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r e t e n t i o n s  

o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  h o w e v e r  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r y  p o r c h  w i t h  i t s  c o u p l e d  

p i l a s t e r s ,  t h e  b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s ,  t h e  h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s  t o  t h e  w in d ow s  

a l l  mark i t  a s  V i c t o r i a n .

L a r g e r  town h o u s e s  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  r a r e  f ro m t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y  o n ,  

s o  o n l y  two e x a m p l e s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  The f i r s t  a r e  a p a i r  o f  s e m i ­

d e t a c h e d  h o u s e s  i n  R o e ! a n d  S t r e e t ,  d e s i g n e d  and b u i l t  by W. K o h l e r  

i n  1 8 5 4 .  From a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d ,  t h e y  

w o u l d  s e e m  t o  h a v e  had t h e  normal  E n g l i s h  t e r r a c e  h o u s e  p l a n .  As t h e y  

w e r e  n o t  f i n i s h e d  o f f  by  K o h l e r ,  t h e y  a r e  s ome wh at  awkward on e l e ­

v a t i o n  b u t  w i t h i n  t h e  normal  l a t e  G e o r g i a n  f o r m a t .  The y had  

s u c h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t o u c h e s  a s  l a r g e  p a n e  w i n d o w s ,  a nd h e a v y  m o u l d i n g s .

The Roux Ho use  i n  Wale  S t r e e t  i s  l a t e r ,  d a t i n g  f r om  1 8 6 4  and i s  t h e  

work o f  J .  B i s s e t .  N o t h i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  known 

b u t  t h e  f a c a d e  i s ,  a s  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  n o t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m t h e  

c u r r e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  w o r k , w h i c h  was a l s o  on a s i m i l a r  s c a l e .  The



g r o u n d  f l o o r  had a r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e  w i t h  p r o n o u n c e d  v o u s s o i r s  t o  

t h e  a r c h e d  o p e n i n g s  w h i c h ,  i f  t h e  d r a w i n g  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s e e m  t o  be  

p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e .  T h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l  e n g a g e d  

c o l u m n s  a t  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g s ,  may h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o  

c r e a t e  a V e n e t i a n  e f f e c t .  The  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i n d o w ;  had r i c h  a r c h i t -  

r a v e s  t h a t  w e r e  c u r v e d  and s t e p p e d  a t  t h e  t o p .  The w h o l e  

c o m p o s i t i o n  was  c o n t a i n e d  b y  p i l a s t e r s  a t  t h e  e n d s  a nd w as  t o p p e d  

by a r i c h l y  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  and b a l u s t r a d i n g .

T u r n i n g  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s u b u r b a n  h o u s e s ,  W o l m u n s t e r  i n  R o s e b an k  

was  b u i l t  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 4 0 ' s  and l a t e r  be ca me  t h e  home o f  t h e  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  W. P o r t e r .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  s u r v i v i n g  

h o u s e s  o f  t h e  t h e n  common H - s h a p e  p l a n  a nd d e s p i t e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  

a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  i n  r e a l t i v e l y  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n .  S y m n e t r i c a l

on p l a n ,  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  on t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  a l a r g e  v e r a n d a h

s e t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two w i n g s  w h i c h  i n  t h i s  c a s e  h a v e  R e g e n c y  Bow f r o n t s  

The  v e r a n d a h  was o r i g i n a l l y  o f  l a t t i c e  work w i t h  a c u r v e d  z i n c  

r o o f .  A c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  r e c e p t i o n  rooms on e i t h e r  

s i d e ,  w h i c h  o p e n  t h r o u g h  F r e n c h  d o o r s  o n t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r  

a c c o m o d a t i o n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  t w o  w i n g s  t h a t  r un b ac k  f ro m t h e  

bow f r o n t s .  The d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p l a n  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  b u t  i t  

m i g h t  e a s i l y  b e  an A n g l i c i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  s t o e p - k a m e r  p l a n .

T h a t  s u c h  h o u s e s  w e r e  common i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  i s  shown i n  t h e  s k e t c h  o f  
Wynberg b y  C a t h e r i n e  C l o e t e .

F l a m s t e a d  H o u s e ,  S e a  P o i n t  a l s o  d a t e s  f r o m  t h i s  t i m e  and a g a i n

s h o w s  t h e  H - s h a p e  b u t  h e r e  i s  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a p a r t i a l  u p p e r  f l o o r

w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e .

Rock H o u s e ,  a l s o  i n  S e a  P o i n t ,  was  b u i l t  c . 1 8 6 0 .  U - s h a p e  i n  p l a n ,  i t  

had a l a t t i c e  work v e r a n d a h  a r o u n d  two s i d e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c u r i o u s  

d o r m e r  w in d o w s  t o  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i o n .  A l l  t h e  

g r o u n d  f l o o r  rooms s e em  t o  h a v e  o p e n e d  o n t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h  t h r o u g h  

F r e n c h  d o o r s .  Ye t  a n o t h e r  S e a  P o i n t  h o u s e  was  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

B o r d e a u x ,  t h e  p a l a t i a l  v i l l a  o f  P i e t e r  M a r a i s  w h i c h  was  b u i l t  i n  

1 8 6 5 .  p o s s i b l y  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  J .  B i s s e t ^ ) .  T h i s  was  t h e  h -  

p l a n  e x p a n d e d  t o  a s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e .  A c e n t r a l  t o w e r  marked t h e  

f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  and on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  l a r g e  

r e c e p t i o n  r o o m s .  T h e s e  o p e n e d  o n t o  a d e e p  v e r a n d a h .  Not  o n l y  w e r e  

t n e r e  s i d e  g a b l e s  b u t  a l s o  s m a l l e r  s u b s i d i a r y  g a b l e t t e s .  L ar ge  

b a y  w i nd o w s  w i t h  b a l u s t r a d i n g  p r o j e c t e d  f r o m  t h e s e  w i n g s .
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V e r a n d a h s  ran down t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  The b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s  

and e l a b o r a t e  s u r r o u n d s  t o  a l l  t h e  o p e n i n g s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  

e x u b e r a n t l y  r i c h  f e e l i n g  t o  e v i d e n t l y  d e s i r e d .  Even t h e  c u r v e d  

r o o f  t o  t h e  t o w e r  had s m a l l  o r n a m e n t a l  v e n t i l a t o r s .

F o r e s t  H a l l ,  K n y s n a ,  b u i l t  b y  t h e  N e w d i g a t e s  i n  1 8 6 4 ,  i s  o n e  i ! z L

o f  t h e  f ew h o u s e s  o f  any  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r e t e n s i o n s  b u i l t  o u t ­

s i d e  t h e  e n v i r o n s  o f  Cape Town a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  i s  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  w i t h  

a v e r a n d a h  i n  t h e  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  w i n g s .  A t  t h e  r e a r  

t h e r e  a r e  two s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  w i n g s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  k i t c h e n  and  

o f f i c e s .  I n t e r n a l l y  a c e n t r a l  d o u b l e  v o l um e  h a l l  w i t h  g a l l e r y  

s h o w s  t h e  E n g l i s h  i n f l u e n c e ,  v h i l s t  e x t e r n a l l y  a b a y  w i n d o w  

and t h e  h ood  m o u l d s  t o  t h e  w in d ow s  c o m p l e t e  t h e  d e s i r e d  ma nor  

h o u s e  e f f e c t .

R e t u r n i n g  t o  a p a i r  o f  s u b u r b a n  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  B a r n s l e y  I k L

H o u s e ,  G l y r . v i l l e  T e r r a c e ,  i s  p a r t  o f  a s p e c u l a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t

b u i l t  c . l S b u .  B a s i c a l l y  a f o u r  roomed c o t t a g e ,  i t  i s  e l e v a t e d

i n t o  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a  c l a s s  by  i t s  mor e  g e n t e e l  p l a n .  T he  t wo

r e c e p t i o n  rooms  w h i c h  a r e  e n - s u i t e ,  a r e  p l a c e d  t o  t h e  o n e  s i d e

o f  a c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  two b e d r o o m s  a r e  on t h e  " t h e r

s i d e .  Un de r  a l e a n - t o  r o o f  a t  t h e  r e a r  a r e  t h e  k i t c h e n  and o f f i c e s .

The  p r i v v y ,  o r  W . C . ,  was  d e t a c h e d .  A l t h o u g h  s m a l l  and p e r n a p s  

e v e n  i n a d e q u a t e  b y  modern s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e s e  h o u s e s  w e r e  o r i g i n . -  l l y  

o c c u p i e d  by q u i t e  r e s p e c t a b l e  t e n a n t s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  t h e n  

C i t y  E n g i n e e r  l i v e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  The h o u s e  n e v e r  had a 

v e r a n d a h .

A v e r y  much l a r g e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  same p l a n  t y p e  i s  W o o d v i l i e ,  now ILL

K o l b e  House  i n  R o n d e b o s c h .  B u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  a c e n t r a l  

c o r r i d o r  r u n s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  h o u s e . E x t e n s i v e l y  a l t e r e d  

l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

t r a c e  c l e a r l y ,  b u t  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  rooms w e r e  

d i s p o s e d  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e

h o u s e  and t h e  b e d ro o ms  p l a c e d  b e h i n d .  The  k i t c h e n  was p l a c e d  i n  a 

s e p a r a t e  b u t  a t t a c h e d  s t r u c t u r e  a s  was  contnon t h o s e  d a y s .  O r i g i n a l l y  

a l a t t i c e  work v e r a n d a h  ran a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

Some f u r t h e r  e x a m p l e s  f o l l o w  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  ILL

G e o r g i a n  t w i l i g h t .  W e i t e  / r e d e n , S e a  P o i n t  was  >’e b u i  1 1 i n  1 8 7 4 ,



2 9 9 .

t h e  h o u s e  b e i n g  g i v e n  a n o t h e r  f l o o r .  The t r e l l i s  work v e r a n d a n  

o b v i o u s l y  d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a s  t h i s  f o r m  had

by now g o n e  o u t  o f  f a s h i o n .  The d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r  was

v e r y  much i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  i d i o m .  The b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s ,  w i t h  p a n e l s  

b e t w e e n  e a c h  p a i r  o f  p r o c k e t s , i s  t y p i c a l  a s  a r e  t h e  s e g m e n t a l  

a r c h e d  w i n d o w s  w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  k e y s t o n e s .  The  p l a s t e r  u s e d  i n  i m i t a t i o n  

o f  s t o n e  was  a c o n t i n u o u s  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  C a p e .  The r e c t a n g u l a r  

p l a n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  d e r i v e d  f r om  t h e  e a r l i e r  home  

b u t  i t  i s  n o t  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t i l l  l i n g e r i n g  G e o r g i a n  

t r a d i t i o n .

The M e t h o d i s t  p a r s o n a g e ,  R o s e b a n k ,  i s  a n o t h e r  h o u s e  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  I l k J B

a nd  y e t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  v i l l a .  Here  

i t  was  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by  two f l a t  r o o f e d  w i n g s  s e t  b ac k  s l i g h t l y .  The

v e r a n d a h ,  w i t h  i t s  e l e g a n t  t e a k  s t i c k w o r k  and r o o f  o f  c u r v e d

c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n ,  i s  commonl y f o u n d  on m o s t  h o u s e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .

The  h o u s e  i n  York S t r e e t ,  G e o r g e ,  d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  o r  

p o s s i b l y  e a r l i e r .  I t  s ho ws  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  and t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  

o f  t h e  t r i p l e  b a y  p l a n .  The m a i n  b l o c k  o f  t h e  h o u s e  p r o p e r  was  

a r e c t a n g l e  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s t a i r c a s e .

The  r e c e p t i o n  rooms w e r e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  a s  u s u a l .  The k i t c h e n  wa^ 

i n  a s e p a r a t e  w i n g  a s  w e r e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c e s  and s t a b l e s .  The  

u p p e r  p l a n  a s  drawn i s  c o n j e c t u r a l  b u t  b a s e d  on a d e s c r i p t i o n ,  a 

d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  r an a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  Un­

f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t h i n g  i s  known o f  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t  

i t  m u s t  h a v e  had many p o i n t s  o f  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  s i m i l a r  unnamed 1 ^ 9 2

h o u s e  i n  K ny sn a t h a t  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e .

The P a s t o r i e  a t  O u t s h c o r n  ( 1 8 8 1 )  o c c u p i e s  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  o l d  and new m o v e m e n t s . On p l a n  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  two  

p a r t s ,  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  main b l o c k  an d a s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  s e r v i c e  

w i n g .  The  p l a n  o f  t h e  mai n b l o c k  i s  v e r y  s i m p l e ,  a c e n t r a l  c o r r i d o r  

r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  rooms o f  v a r y i n g  s i z e  r a n g e d  

on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The s t a i r c a s e  i s  a l s o  s e t  t o  o n e  s i d e .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  

t h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  t h e  v e r a n d a h s ,  o f  t e a k  

a nd v e r y  e l e g a n t .  T h e r e  i s  a d o u b l e  o n e  on t h e  mai n e l e v a t i o n  and  

a s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  o n e  r u n n i n g  down t n e  s i d e .  The mai n v e r a n d a h  

h a s  s i n g l e  p o s t s  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  sawn f r e t w o r k  b r a c k e t s  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  

f l o o r  w h i l s t  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  h a s  c o u p l e d  p o s t s ,  sawn f r e t w o r k  

b r a c k e t s ,  b a l u s t r a d e s  and f r i e z e s ,  c o m p l e t e  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  a r r a y .

The w a l l s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a r e  i n  t h e  f i n e  O u d t s h o o r n  s a n d s t o n e  . . i d



i n  a s h l a r  w i t h  t h e  t h e n  f a s h i o n a b l e  p e d i m e n t e d  h o o d s  t o  t h e  o p e n ­

i n g s .  S i t t i n g  w i t h i n  i t s  l a r g e  g a r d e n ,  t h e  h o u s e  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  

monument  t o  t h e  b u r g e o n i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  t o w n .

The New A r c h i t e c t u r e

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  t h e r e  a r e  many i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a new d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  had be g un  t o  e v o l v e ,  witch f i n a l l y  f l o w e r e d  i n  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s  a s  a v e r y  w i d e l y  s p r e a d  s t y l e .  T h e s e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  

p a r t l y  d e r i v e d  f r om  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o i m e n t ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  N o b l e  

i n  1 8 7 5  r e m a r k s  on t h i s  w i t h  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  " a l l  a l l o w  t h e  

t e n d a n c y  t o  new f o r m s  and d e s i g n s ' 2 0 ^".  By 1 8 8 4  t h i s  new movement  

had p e r c o l a t e d  down t o  t h e  s m e 1 l e s t  c o t t a g e s .

The  s o u r c e s  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e  a r e  n o t  h a r d  t o  f i n d .  The 1 8 7 0 ' s w e r e  

a p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  c a s i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  l a r g e  nu mbe rs  o f  

i m m i g r a n t s  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  l e d  t o  a g r e a t  demand f o r  h o u s i n g  

e s p e c i a l l y  o f  a new m i d d l e  c l a s s  v a r i e t y .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  t h e  

a r r i v a l  o f  new a r c h i t e c t s ' 1"1 ' .  A s p e c i a l  d e v e l o o m e n t  o f  t h i s  

ime  w as  t h e  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  v i l l a ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  

w a s  d e t a c h e d  o r  s e m i - d e t a c h e d ,  s i t u a t e d  on a s m a l l  p l o t  an d  u s u a l l y  

b u i l t  i n  r o w s . I t  was  d e r i v e d  f r o m ,  and s t i l l  b o r e  a v e s t i g a l  

a l l e g i a n c e  t o  i t s  l a r g e r  a nd more s p a c i o u s l y  s i t e d  p r o t o t y p e s .

The  p r i m e  c h a r a c t e r i s  ' -  o f  t h e  new a e s t h e t i c  was  an a s y mm e t y  o f  pi .  

w i t h  an a t t e n d a n t  i r r e g o  u r i t y  o f  m a s s i n g  a nd r o o f i n g  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  h o u s e s .  O t h e r  

f e a t u r e s  w e r e  t h e  o f f - c e n t r e  g a b l e  w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  b a r g e b o a r d i n g  and  

a move  t o w a r d s  r i c h e r  o r  a m e n t a t i o n  e x t e r n a l l y  and i n t e r n a l l y .  The  

g a r d e n e r ' s  c o t t a g e  a t  G o v er n m e nt  H o u s e  b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  e x a m p l e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  some  o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

P r o b a b l y  d e s i g n e d  by C. F r e e m a n ,  i t  wa s  o r i g i  a l l y  i r r e g u l a r  

i n  p l a n  w i t h  a s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f  e n d i n g  i n  p r o m i n e n t  g a b l e s .

The  s m a l l  l e a n - t o  v e r a n d a h  had w o o d e n  p o s t s  and s m a l l  d e c o r a t i v e  

bi a c k e t s , w h i l s t  t h e  c a s e m e n t  w i n d o w s  w i t h  t h e i r  p o i n t e d  a r c h  

s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  g a b l e s  g a v e  i t  a ' G o t h i c ' a i r .  The b u i l d i n g  was  

v e r y  o b v i o u s l y  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  m a n n e r  p o p u l a r  w i t h

E n g l i s h  e s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  a nd i t s  a n t e c e d e n t s  c a n  be f o u n d  i n  t h e(221
p a g e s  o f  many c o n t e m p o r a r y  p a t t e r n  b o o k s . '  .



A more i n d i g e n o u s  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  t o  a s y n m e t r y  i s  a 

v i l l a  b u i l t  i n  Hope S t r e e t  c . 1 8 7 7 ,  o n e  o f  a row o f  f o u r  and  

o f  w h i c h  s e v e r a l  m o r e  rows  a r e  v i s i b l e  i n  a panorama o f  1 8 8 4 ( 2 3 ) .  

I t  s h o w s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  away rrom t h e  e a r l i e r  h o u s e s .  H e r e ,  

i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

i t  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  two s o  a s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  i t  t o  t h e  n a r r o w e r  

l o t .  The d i n i n g  room i s  p u s h e d  o u t  t o  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  an e f f e c t i v e  s t o p .  I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  room t o  o p » n  

on t o  i t .  The i n t e r n a l  p l a n n i n g  i s  o t h e r w i s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  

l a y o u t .  F o u r  b e d r o o m s  a r e  r a n g e d  down t h e  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l

p a s s a g e .  The f r o n t  t wo  and t h e  h a c k  two a r e  i n t e r l e a d i n g .  The

f r o n t ,  o r  b e s t  b e d r o o m ,  a l s o  h a s  a f i r e p l a c e .  The p a r l o u r  o r  

d r a w i n g  room i s  o p p o s i t e  t h e  b e s t  be dr o om  a g a i n  w i t h  a f i r e p l a c e ,  

w h i l s t  b e h i n d  i s  t h e  l a r g e r  l i n i n g  room.  A d o o r ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  

c o l o u r e d  g l a s s  p a n e l s ,  c u t s  o f f  t h e  f . o n t  o r  ' p o l i t e '  p a r t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e  f r o m  t h e  s e r v i c e  a r e a  w i t h  i t s  p a n t r y ,  k i t c h e n  and s c u l l e r y  

The b a t h r o o m s  and W . C ' s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  

f o r m e r  b e i n g  a c c e s s i b l e  u n d e r  c o v e r .  The r o o f ,  a l t h o u g h  s t i l l  

b a s i c a l l y  o f  t h e  l o w - p i t c h e d ,  h i p p e d ,  G e o r g i a n  f o r m ,  s h o ws  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g s  o f  s t u d i e d  a s y n m e t r y .

A row o f  i d e n t i c a l  c o t t a g e s  i n  I n d i a n  R o a d ,  K e n i l w o r t h ,  and d a t i n g

f o r m  c . 1 8 7 7  a r e  a m o n g s t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  h o u s e s  t o  s h o w ,  a l b e i t  v e r y

a w k w a r d l y ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  o f f - c e n t r e  g a b l e  g r a f t e d  o n t o  t n e  

p r e v i o u s l y  s y m m e t r i c a l  c o t t a g e  p l a n .  H e r e  t h e  o n e  f r o n t  roam 

( t h e  p a r l o u r )  i s  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

and g i v e n  a g a b l e .  The n o v e l t y  o f  t h i s  i n n o v a t i o n  i s  a p p a r e n t  

i n  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  t o  

q u i t e  c o n e  t o  t e r m s  w i t h  i t .

A number  o f  l a r g e  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and i t  i s  w o r t h ­

w h i l e  d e s c r i b i n g  some o f  t h e s e .  H i g h s t e a d  H o u s e ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  was  

b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 2  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  G. A l e x a n d e r .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  e l a b o r a t e  

i n  i t s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a c c o m o d a t i o n  i t  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  

v i r t u a l l y  i n  t h e  m a n s i o n  c l a s s .  D o u bl e  s t o r i e d ,  i t  was  o r i g i n a l l y  

f r a m e d  by  a n  e l a b o r a t e  wooden v e r a n d a h  o f  t h e  s t i c k w o r k  v a r i e t y ,  

i n  p l a n  i t  i s  s t i l l  s y m m e t r i c a l , e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  b u t  

e l e m e n t s  l i k e  t h e  b a y  wi ndo w t o  t h e  d r a w i n g  room a nd t h e  l a r g e r  

b a c k  rooms p u s h  o u t  f r o m  t h e  mai n b l o c k .  The k i t c h e n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  a s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  w i n g  a t  t h e  r e a r ,  c o n t i n u i n g  a t r a d i t i o n



p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e a  i t e r n a l l y  t h e  p l a n n i n g  c e n t r e  a r o u n d  t h e  

s t a i r c a s e .  Eac h room h a s  a f i r e p l a c e ,  h i n t i n g  p e r h a p s  a t  

A l e x a n d e r ' s  r e c e n t  a r r i v a l  f r o m S c o t l a n d ' . The f r o n t  

r o oms  do n o t  o p e n  o n t o  t h e  v e . i n d a h  b u t  t h i s  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  

p a s s a g e s ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  became common i n  Cape Town h o u s e s .

T he  h o u s e  - eems t o  h a v e  b e e n  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  f a c e b r i c k s ,  a r a r e  and  

e x p e n s i v i  . h i n g  i n  d o m e s t i c  wo r x  t h e n .  The  c h i m n e y  t o p s  t u r n e d  a t  

4 5 °  a r e  an A l e x a n d e r  m o t i f .  S a n i t a t i o n  was  p r o  i d e d  f o r  by  o u t s i d e  

p r i v v i e s  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

The G r o t t o ,  b u i l t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s ,  and n e x t  d o o r  t o ,  H i g h s t e a d  

H o u s e  was n o t  a s  l a r g e  b u t  had t h e  same s y m m e t r i c a l  f r o r t  e l e v a t i o n .  

I t s  c h i e f  g l o r y  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i t s  f i n e  w oo d en  v e r a n d a h  

w h i c h  i s  u n u s u a l  b o t h  i n  i t s  u s e  o f  s o l i d  p a n e l s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r  b a l u s t r a d e  and i n  t h e  c o u p l e d  c o l u m n s .
/ 0 5 )

A n o t h e r  l a r g e  h o u s e  I s  B e r t r a m  P l a c e  o r  C o t t a g e '  . I t  i s  s i t ­

u a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  B e r t r a m  H ouse  on G o v er nm e nt  A v e n u e .  The  

h o u s e  d a t e s  f r o m  c . 1 8 8 5 .  A g a i n ,  i t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a s y m m e t r i c a l  

b l o c k  b u t  w i t h  a l o w e r  s e r v i c e  w i n g  w h i c h  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o r i g n a l  

B e r t r a m  C o t t a g e ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s i d e .  On t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  a 

s u i t e  o f  g r a n d  r e c e p t i o n  r o o m s ,  e a c h  w i t h  a b a y  w i n d o w ,  o p e n  

o f f  t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  From h e r e  t h e  mai n s t a i r c a s e  a l s o  r i s e s .  

L i g h t i n g  t h e  l a n d i n g  i s  a l a r g e  e t c h e d  g l a s s  w i n d o w .  In t h e  

E n g l i s h  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e  

s t a i r  i n  t h e  w i n g .  The o r i g i n a l  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  was  

o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d o m e s t i c  u s e s  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  c a s t  i r o n .  Onto  

t h i s  v e r a n d a h  m o s t  o f  t h e  b e d r o o m s  o p e n e d  t h r o u g h  F r e n c h  d o o r s .

T he  v e r a n d a h  was  a s y m m e t r i c a l ,  r u n n i n g  r o un d  two s i d e s  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .  The  o r i g i n a l  r o o f i n g  was  o f  s l a t e .  The h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s  

t o  a l l  t h e  e x t e r n a l  o p e n i n g s  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t n e  p e r i o d .

Oak L o c g e  i n  W e s l e y  S t r e e t ,  t h e  home o f  A . R .  M c K e n z i e ,  a p r o s p e r o u s  

s p e c u l a t o r  i s  a r e - b u i l d  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  S t i l l  s y m m e t i c a l  on 

p l a n  and i n  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n ,  i t  e x h i b i t s  i n t e r n a l l y ,  a number  

o f  p l a n n i n g  i n n o v a t i o n s .  The  f i r s t  i s  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

k i t c h e n  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  p r o p e r .  The  s e c o n d  i s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f ^  

W . C ' s  u p s t a i r s  and d o w n s t a i r s  i n .  Lead o f  e x t e r n a l l y  a s  b e f o r e  .

O n t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  a c a s t  i r o n  a nd wooden v e r a n d a h  

i s  r a t h e r  a w k w a r d l y  f i x e d ,  a l m o s t  i t  s e e m s , a n  a f t e r  t h o u g h u , 

a l t h o u g n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  makes  i t  c l e a r  i t  i s  n o t  s o .
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A l t h o u g h  b a s i c a l l y  U  i s  s t i l l  s y - a t r l c a l .  G l e h a r a .  I n  « o n d , b , s c h  1 U J 2 0

i n  1 G 8 4 ,  t h e  mai n  e l e v a t i o n  i s  v i g o r o u s l y  m o u l d e d  w i t h  b ay  w i n d o w s ,  

w i t h  c u r v e d  v e r a n d a h  r o o f s  a nd  e l a b o r a t e l y  p i n n a c l e d  and b r a c k e t e d  

g a b l e s .  The  f i r s t  f l o o r  o p e n i n g s  a r e  g i v e n  s t r a i g h t  s i d e d  a r c h e s  

o f  a G o t h i c ,  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  p l e n t y  o f  f i l i g r e e  worK.  

i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  w h a t  was  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  s o u g h t  a f t e r  and p e r h a p s  

i m p r o p e r l y  e x p r e s s e d  was  t h e  p i c t u r e s q i e e f f e c t  w i t h  i t s  e m p h a s i s  

on i r r e g u l a r i t y  and i n t r i c a c y .
ILL 321

T h i s  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  m o t i v e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f

The h o u s e  b o r e  more t h a n  a  p a s s i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  G l e n a r a  b u t  i t s  

b a s i c  s y a n e t r y  i s  made t o  a p p e a r  i r r e g u l a r  b y  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  two g a b l e s  and i n  t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r  f e n e s t r a t i o n .  The  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a l s o  s e e m i n g l y  

h a p h a z a r d  i n  p l a n  and e l e v a t i o n .  The  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  

p a r t l y  T ud o r  ( h o o d  m o u l d i n g s )  and p a r t l y  G o t h i c  ( b a r g e b o a r d s ) .

On p l a n  t h e  m a i n  r e c e p t i o n  rooms  w e r e  r a n g e d  a r o u n d  a l a r g e  

e n t r a n c e  h a l l ,  a d r a w i n g  room on t h e  l e f t  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a 

. t u d y ,  w h i l s t  t h e  d i n i n g  room was  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  b a c k ,  a d j a c e n t  

t o  t h e  k i t c h e n .  A m o r n i n g  room t o  t h e  r i g h t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  s u i t e  

IV..  mai n  s t a i r  r o s e  o u t  o '  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  b u t  t o  t h e  s i d e ,  w h i l e  

t h e  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t i o n  was  u n d e r  t h e  l a n d i n g  w h e r e  t h e r e  - a s  

a l s o  a d o o r  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  p r i v v i e .  A v e r a n d a h  r a n  a r o u n d  t h e  

s i d e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  The p r e c i s e  l a y o u t  u p s t a i r s  i s  unknown b u t  

i t  i n c l u d e d  a l a d i e s  s i t t i n g  room o p e n i n g  o n t o  t h e  u p p e r  b a l c o n y .

H a w t h o r n d e n ,  a d j o i n i n g  Wynberg  H o u s e ,  was  b u i l t  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  I O J 2 2

i s  i n  1 8 8 2 ,  f o r  a C a p t a i n  S p e n c e  w h o ,  i t  s e e m s ,  w e n t  b a n k r u p t

i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  The  b u i l d e r  w a s  a  Mr T i e r ,  b u t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  i s

u nkn own.  The  j u m b l e d  p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i n g  w o u l d  s ee m o

l e n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  an o r i g i n a l  h o u s e  on t h e  s i t e

b e e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  w i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  ag a

o b v i o u s  t h a t  some a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d

o u t  by J . B .  Robinson who b o u g h t  i t  c . 1 8 9 0 ,  i t  w a s ,  for  e x a m p l e  he
_ i  n rPmfiVPd .

i nn-7 t h e  1 a r n e
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N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e  ma i n bod y o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n t e r n a l l y  a nd  e x t e r n a l l y  

s a v e  f o r  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  t u r r e t , i s  i n  a v e r y  g o o d  s t a t e  

o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and s u r p r i s i n g l y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a 1 t e r e d  v e r y  much.

As s u c h ,  i t  i s  a v e r y  r a r e ,  i f  n o t  u n i q u e  e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  C a p e .  The  

s t y l e  o '  t h e  h o u s e  i s  1I t a l i a n a t e '  b u t  r e s e m b l i n g  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  

v a r i e t y  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  r o un d  

t h e  s i d e s .  The  v e r a n d a h  i s  a l s o  an e a r l y  e x a m p l e  c f  t h e  u s e  o f  

c a s t - i r o n  , w h i c h  i s  w i t h o u t  b r a c k e t s  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  and

h a s  d e l i c a t e  t r e l l i s  work a b o v e . The a s y m m e t r y  o f  t h e  e l e v a t i o n s  

a r e  s o m e w h a t  b e l i e d  b y  t h e  same c o n s e r v a t i \ e  p l a n  w h i c h  i n  e s s e n c e  

r e s e m b l e s  Wynberg H o u s e  b u t  on a g r a n d e r  s c a l e .  The h o u s e  h a s  

t w o  o p p o s e d  e n t r a n c e s .  A n o t h e r  r a r i t y  i s  t h e  Mansard r o o f  w h i c h  was  

v i r t u a l l y  unknown a t  t h e  Cape b u t  common e l s e w h e r e  c . 1 8 7 0 ^ ^ .

I n t e r n a l l y  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  f i n i s h  w h i c h  was  a c h i e v e d  

i n  s o  f e w  and o f  w h i c h  e v e n  f e w e r  e x a m p l e s  r e m a i n .  The c l o s e l y  

j o i s t e d  c e i l i n g s  a r e  s t e n c i l l e d  i n  some rooms a nd p a i n t e d  i n  

o t h e r s , t h e  f l o o r s  a r e  p a r q u e t  w h i l s t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  h a l l w a y  

h a s  a c u r i o u s  m a s o n i c  i n s i g n i a  w o r k e d  i n t o  t h e  b o a r d e d  c e i l i n g .

The p a i n t e d  c e i l i n g s  and f r i e z e s  i n  t h e  b i l l i a r d  room and l i b r a r y  

w e r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  wo r o f  o n e ,  J .  C h r i s t ,  p r e v i o u s l y  o f  B o h e m i a ' ’' ^ ,  

w h i c h  i s  a s m a l l  b u t  t e l l i n g  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s  

f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  m a k e r s  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  c a me .

B l o e m e n d a l , Mowbray,  was  a l s o  a l a r g e  s u b u r b a n  h o u s e  b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 3  ILL 3 2 3

f o r  Dr .  S m u t s ^ 3 2 ' , who had m a r r i e d  a Z e e d e r b e r g  h e i r e s s  and who

was a l s o  a member o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .  The a r c h i t e c t  was

A.W. Ackerman w h o ,  i t  s e e m s  a t  h i s  c l i e n t ' s  r e q u e s t ,  s p a r e d  no

e x p e n s e .  The  h o u s e  c o s t  £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  The  f i n i s h e s  i n c l u d e d  F r e n c h

t i l e s  on t h e  r o o f  and e n c a u s t i c  t i l e s  i n  t h e  h a l l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,

d e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s  e x p e n s e  t h e  h o u s e  had a c l u m s y  l o o k  a b o u t  i t

The  t o w e r  wa s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a wk w ar i  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

The same comment  c a n  b e  made f o r  t h e  d e t a i l i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  

a e s t h e t i c  was  s t i l l  t h a t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e .

B u i l t  i n  1 8 8 9  f o r  H.W. S t r u b e n ,  S t r u b e n h o l m ,  ( o r i g i n a l l y  S t r u b e n h e i m ) ' - ,

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  h o u s e  o f  i t s  t i m e  and a f o r e t a s t e  o f  t h e  ILL 324

n e x t  d e c a d e .  I t  c o s t  £ 1 1 , 0 0 0 .  The p l a n ,  an L - s h a p e  " r t h  a s e r v i c e  

w i n g  a t t a c h e d  i s  v e r y  E n g l i s h ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  a s  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t  w as  James  B r o o k s  o f  L o n d o n . The l a r g e  r e c e p t i o n  rooms a r e  

d i s p o s e d  t o  f a c e  e a s t  and n o r t h  and a r e  p r o t e c t e d  by  a v e r a n d a h .

In t h e  o n e  arm o f  t h e  L,  a r e  t h e  d r a w i n g  room and m o r n i n g  room
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e n - s u i t e .  B ot h  a r e  l a r g e  r o o m s . The  d r a w i n g  room h as  a 

n e w l y  f a s h i o n a b l e  i n g l e n o o K  and two b ay  w i n d o w s .  The m o r n i n g r o o m  

i s  s q u a r e  and h a s  a b a y  w i n d o w .  To t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  t i o u b l e -  

v o l u m e d  e n t r a c e  h a l l  a r e  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  m ai n  s t a i r c a s e ,  w o r k - r o o m ,  

o f f i c e  a n d  d i n i n g  room.  The E n g l i s h  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

p l a c i n g  t h e  d r a w i n g  a nd d i n i n g  rooms a s  f a r  a p a r t  a s  p o s s i b l e  

i s  e v i d e n t  h e r e .  A l a r g e  b i l l i a r d  r o o m,  o r i g i n a l l y  t o p  l i t  and  

c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b ay  w i n d o w s  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  room t o  t h e  l e f t  

o f  t h e  m ai n  c o r r i d o r .  The k i t c h e n  and a s s o r t e d  o f f i c e s  a r e  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i n g .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t h e r e  a r e  

s i x  b e d r o o m s ,  t h r e e  d r e s s i  ngr oo ms  and a s c h o o l  r o o m,  b u t  o n l y  one 

b a t h r o o m  and o n e  W.C.  The s e r v a n t s  rooms  a r e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i n g ,  

a c c e s s i b l e  by  t h e  b a c k  s t a i r s .

The  s t y l e  a d o p t e d  f o r  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  a s i m p l i f i e d  

v e r s i o n  o f  ' o l d  E n g l i s h '  w i t h  s t e e p  r o o f s , a b a t t l e m e n t e d  t o w e r ,  

a nd  c l u s t e r s  o f  p r o m i n e n t  c h i m n e y s .  The  w i n d o w s  a r e  o f  a 

s i m p l i f i e d  s i n g l e  t y p e  b u t  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  m u l l i c n e d .

T h i s  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  l a c k  o f  s u i t a b l e  

s t o n e .  The v e r a n d a h  t o  t h e  l o w e r  f l o o r  i s  a c o n c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  

c l i m a t e .

The  l a s t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s  i s  E r i n v i l i e ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  o r i g i n a l l y  

a c o t t a g e  OrneA w h i c h  was  b u r n t  down c . 1 8 8 0  a nd r e b u i l t  i n  a s u b -  ILL 325  

s t a n t i a l  w ay .  The a r c h i t e c t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  C.  F r e em a n.  T h i s  

r e b u i l d i n g  was i n  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  G o t h i c  c o t t a g e  mode w i t h  t h e

u p p e r  f l o o r  w i nd o w s  e x p r e s s e d  a s  d o r m e r s .

The f r o n t  e l e v a t -.on was  s y m m e t r i c a l  w i t h  a v e r a n d a h  and a l a r g e  

c e n t r a l  g a b l e  f l a n k e d  by  d o r m e r s . A l a r g e ,  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  b ay  

w in d ow  w i t h  a c o n i c a l  r o o f  p r o j e c t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  s i d e  w h e r e  a 

w i n g  r a n  o f f  f rom t h e  main b l o c k .  A s e p a r a t e  b l o c k  was  s i m i l a r l y  

t r e a t e d .

D e s c e n d i n g  t h e  s c a l e ,  i s  a h o u s e  on t h e  G r o o t e  Schuu1" E s t a t e ,

b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 2 ,  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  E.  Knox.  T h i s  h o u s e  and i t s  ILL 327

n e i g h b o u r ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a l t e r e d ,  were a m o n g s t

t h e  e a r l i e s t  o f  w h a t  was  l a t e r  t o  be co me  : h e  t y p i c a l  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a .  B a s i c a l l y  c h i s  was  a d e v e l o p m e n t

o f  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  d o u b l e  f r o n t e d  h o u s e .  H e - e  t h e  d r a w i n g  room

i s  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  and g i v e n  e x t r a

e m p h a s i s  by  a bay  w in d o w .  T h i s  g u a r a n t e e d  a s y m m e t r y  i s  t h e n  g i v e n
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