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Buring the- late 19302 a distinctive ybuth g subsulture Emer ged

amizngat . the peﬁman&nt]? wrhanised blsck penuiation of the
L . :

Witwatersrand. The suboulture arose against a backdrop af massive

wvooth unempleoyaent, gresslv inddeguate schoeling and  recveation

facilities, . unstable family npite and severe overcrowding in the

.howhghibé. Male vouths hook to the streéts and developed a "c

.élickér“' stvle with its .Dﬂﬂ digtihttivei codms of  dressing,
1anguage,.ente}tajnmﬁnt-aﬁd criﬁinality; Buiring the war Years hhe‘
Lgangs.ﬁétémé & commonifentﬁre anSnuth nfriﬁanAfmmw5hip Vife. TInv.o
1the'iea?19;19405 éheée gahgstgég hﬁcamé_lnhwn aﬁ_."ﬁﬁﬂtﬁig”. The
word _wrigiﬁaily‘ described é'stylwiaf. ﬂarrmw—bcttnm@ﬂ fraasecs .
‘which wasrpérti&ulé?ly_pnpulaf-amongat tﬁaab;mck ﬁrﬁaﬂ vouth  of
.i?ﬁét time}ulﬁfadﬂéily- the ;nnﬁutatimn of tﬁaiwérd ;Brmad@ﬁed t”,
.inéﬁrﬁnrate tHa whmle crihina1jy0ufE .g&ﬂﬁ %ubchlture. Tapts}
;gangs became & nation-witde phenemenon in tha uvban aﬁéaﬁ btk bhis
'nger:fncu%gﬁ sfecitically on éhe Hi£watersfendn Dui ing the 1%40s
and. . 19305, 1t wonld appear, tha va@ﬁ majér;tv' of. ﬁ&fﬁawgﬁtly
rlﬁrbhmié&d ;b%aﬂk yﬁuthﬁ o tﬁe Qithate#aranﬂ verE iHthﬁed, fo‘a' I
lésﬁef? <} greatar‘extent;: in toctsi gavgs. It was a2’ c@ﬂtralr
elément iﬁu the e#pmrianae nf tuwﬂéhip yonth.  In fagt, those
ﬁrb?ﬁiséd- male youths who eép%ped Qaﬁg _iife IEGmpimtely T e
' ﬁargiha1; 1) o
The}e .hwré five kéy elenents in th% iQEﬁhify qf'tﬁmtsé gangs ﬁﬂf

the Witwatersrand. Tsatsis were blacl, aesverally working class,

urbanisnd, youny aaiza. In ether werds, they had g clear idenliby

vy terss of race, O aengraphie Joostier, gensration and

cender.  This paper exwpnleves the wesg

uline identity of the tsotsd



culing idantity ia & pocial donsPrgsh which

‘ﬁnbgulturen “Tha, @
ev'.ts almret definitiecally, 0 ancithesis be thw Feminiiae
'idmntity. A study of magiulinity, theo, becorss 2 sbuody of gender

inm thiﬁlpapar, Wa% tentel mascualinity

relations.  How, I will ask
dafined srd what vole did wemsn play in bthe subcoltuwre?  Why weee
T females  were stvikingly ahgéﬁt from the cewtral concerns of goong
life?l Thesze questions cam-umly he anewevad thirough a sy%tematiﬁ

!

cgender analysis of the suboullure.

Surprisingly lﬁttle Haﬁ béen wr?ftew an the_ﬁﬁeéificz i@ﬁq&j:of
aﬁnuaiity in Twﬁntiath_ Century . ywuph- gﬁbculques.‘  tt‘ CiE
SUFPT 1E110 oﬁ twu‘éccpﬁntgw -ﬁirgt; mh“a'puréiy ﬂthTVatlnhnl
leved, it Qs clear 'that.fhe a%ﬁﬁwtibﬁ of. ma%cullnlty i & .

cantral festure nf_thééﬂ.é@hculturaé., Tt isn Calsa c]ear +hat:'

famales  appeas to ke margiﬁai o yduthlsybgu;turmﬁ, Nthher in

Cpast-war  Britain and the United States, weimar Bermahy_Qﬂ pqgf¥
independence  Zaire, (20 Second,  Cover Ltheﬁ:iast; twe - or | Shree’

dacadas,  particularly - in.:the Unifmﬂ States aﬁu'f‘mf&taiﬁ;

Ceubstantial  hogies Cof 14 ?eipturp hmVP h%&n aPFLrafeu ‘dn .bﬁhh

Cyoath gang subrultures and gmﬁd&riaﬁxuality. Yﬁh th$ twu 1ssué§

hardly sver seem o ﬁﬁt@t%ﬁmt in a @yste¢atic way. Althnuqﬁ“tha:‘”‘

ﬁia%qm  nf meﬁali (A% crﬁep% unavnldahly rnto many studlrr of yhu%h-
'eybculﬁuréﬁ, it appesars &s though orly two worthwh119 plFre ,av&
 ba@ﬁ wiritten on the spacific inteérasction uf Bern ality and -meth”
subculfur@: the Tiragt iz a paper entitied "Girls and Smb;ultﬁkeﬁ"
by .McRebhie and Barber (1976) the séaﬁnd ié a chaptéf_entiﬁ}ed

"The invisible girl. The culture of femininity vs masculinism" in

gt}



L S SR

necessary, subordinate cbiscts within the subculiuves,

RIS R T LR

¢ oof Yewth Dultude and

Mike Rirake's The 3

CL9ERY L (3)

Brake argues that 1t is= essantial to focus on sexuality Abeaaumé:"

"on the  whole,  youth cultures and subcultures tend to he‘;mmmq.

CForm of  exploration of sexuality".(4) Both articles. aré

coneerned with the “invisibiligy" of girls fram ‘ ynutﬁ'

subcultures. MocFebhie and Havber are not satiztied :@ithn'thaf

argument that females are simply "peripherai".ar “marginal"}Thgy

prefer. to chavacterise  the female's position  an suberdinate.

Femnales, théy argue, “are central and plvetal to s - suboedinats

area; 'thch miviovs, but in a coﬁplementary and Eubordiﬁate'wgy;_
the Mdeminant ! ma&culinag &reﬁaa":{ﬁi T, okhar  werds, bwutﬁ
eubcultures are dependznt pn the vole of feﬁaiea, 'dmspitel the
faet.that'femaiés are excluded from the'mare presfigioug, _high;'

prefile and poewer struggle slaments of  the 5ubcu1tqréé. Males

-are. the active subjects while Temalss are the ' passive, but

(7‘

"GBirls ere present in male subcultures,”. Bralke agraes, “but‘aré‘

" contained withia them., rather than using then to ewpiarévactivély

ferms of  fenale iden%ity{"iﬁh Wemen tend ko be the"réwhrdég tha:

trﬂphias for  male successes. Apsrt from providing  sexuwal  ang

demestic services tn males,  thev are the symbols of statls o b

won o . last " in the maLe"eacluﬁive spheraﬁr.ﬁuch an fightinq;
Perh&pé the mest  jmpovtant rele of females is to provide 'the'
baseline of antithesis, to provide a model for what males are.

rot, - becdause “you. cannot really define masculinity  apert from

femiminity". {7} UWemen, then, are often urndersatotd to b ﬁargiﬁaly

o




’ﬁéh subcultures béuaﬁéa they do not figure iﬁ thi ge&éatibwal,
.»h;gﬁfpfgfilé,' high-status  spheres of the t_JltH{F-.‘BFUadly
M&Rﬁﬁhim-and Gavber ar2 covrect, and their uhEaVthinné appqaf to
“h@ valid in Uhe case of the tectel  subculture. Nevwrthéle%éf

their, argumpnt showld not

ganuing elemert of Fﬂmalm mmrq1na11ty in ynuth qubrultura.

spend. mech less time in thevgangm and th=1r nﬁhn mmeEVthp iﬁ

far 1éﬁs'fmrma1. Time is A key congept Hers: it 1 -1 nwt\al tﬁ ]

E-Y-1- Vtalﬁ how youvkhie allecate thele time in - ovder to undermtaﬂd

vilth, éuhdulﬁuras. khareas nﬁamplmyed‘ ynuﬁg -males have -an
enmrmmus.(amount of free time at their dispesal, girls are. drawn

‘ fér mu1e effaectively mrd =tr1cf1y inta the ﬂamééti¢ '¢nhéré.‘-A5'

'Fr:th pnintg‘out:. “Parente-cmntrul‘gifis Bpare tlma much  mére -

c]msely [ u1\1q havw to assume an apprun*xca‘h1p fmv domﬁstia

1énmur'-whi&h haqins aﬁ hame“.(B)* ThEﬁE bruad _ub @rvafinn o

ynuth euhculfanJ, T will éhéw. haVP qtroﬂg Tﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂnres wlth th{

t%&thl aubrulture on thh uxfwntprarard

ﬂa%cqiinity 1%, ‘ﬁf coursn, a shifting cohcept. Male:pﬁ

status are defined in different wove from culture #mféUlturw'and

frmm"era to . ora. In ﬁiddl& m?rﬁﬁ' tulturq;_‘fbf" instaptE,
'pﬁmfesginnal"_skiliﬁh intellect rand  earning éaﬁatity zérm

qmphaeiéed,f whereas physical akill s Cstiehgh  Leind :fa Che .

'émhhégized in working glass culbure. Commed teoall’ versions of
maseulinity, Rewsver, ig male assertivensss and Tierce inter-male
competitivensas  dlongeside rolatively passive, domestical 1y

Coprientad | femzles, Most forams of masculinity slec invelve @ need

eontrel  and be "in contrel®,  whebher. intallactually o oor

it ’

stige ard



physically. (9} This papesr will attemst  to  illuminate the

sprcific nature of fsotsi sexual identiby.

MrRobbie ard Garber eand Brake faous on the contingitlss in sexual

sesialization batweeﬁ tﬂa parent culture antd  the subould bure,
Saxwal voles o ﬁtereatypeg inculested threugh  the heae  and
smhogi enviroenments, aﬁd‘ reinferced - by the masgs  woclie, ave
continued in ?auth subcultures. Rether ﬁhaﬁ anting againgt sevusl
hegemenic norms, | youth  subculitures | tend  to, if anything,
mraggerate them, Bewual starectyping and role dxffmeﬁtiatinn

saam td_ba‘all the more’starkly enforced. (10)

as I have shown in.a previous chapter, 'mr.ﬂ:-s'l: subrol tural !nahav‘it:nn“‘
sesns to invelve a reaction against the hsgempnic cultural ordere,
a denial of secial consensus.  Why, then, in the sphere nf sexaal’
iﬁ@nfity,“dm vauth suboultures tend to gggiggm? One pnaE;hle viay

of ahswering thig i to avrgue that vouth subcultures do  oof

creally conform sexually. Witress, for enaﬁpie, promiscuity and

‘disrespect for marriage snd Family JTife. In fact, marvisoe, or an

o%t@ngibly monoameus commitment, usually signals Lhe exit from a
yaﬁth -gubculture. But this aroument begs the qugsticﬁAaf‘seuua}‘
identity: masculinism ws femininity. Mot only. iz the mtérﬁ
separétinn of  gender ideontities radicélly conformist, but the
active/passive, pugliﬁfdémestic, aggréaaiv%fﬂurturing“ paléé
conform Lo hégﬁmuﬁic seuual sterecntvpes. Praﬁiscuity rmﬁrésentﬁ';

challenge +to maral or relinicus neres  rather  than  noems - of

sewality., Conformist suboculturel saxaality, 1t geems, can only

be  explained by bvacing the historical covtinuities i=s sewual’ .

1]




socialigetion.’

satial

APtures,  tootel

Fallowing the _generai pattarin of  voubh el
notions wf saxuial  idertity conformed to those df its  pavent
lghetﬁn culture as well a% thelwid%r consensus hegemonic grdar. It
is diffiﬂﬁlt to Tind é‘gEﬂETﬁl eiplanation oy yndth sueboultuiral
confermity in the areé of seruality, but, inrfhe case of tsdtgis,
perhaps one fentaﬁive'e¥plahatinn'cam be advansed hmf;fé_ muying
wn to tracing sﬁecifiélhiéturiuéi gﬂﬂtiﬁuitéeé. _Ilhavw Eugéé;téd,
‘.marlier that the tsotsi éuﬁ;ultyre had a cleﬁf id&htitvLinr'fermg_
of race, class,. geheratinﬁ and ﬁénder.'\ﬁé plack; wnrl1ng Clﬂﬁ%
vouths, tﬂatéis Were. strurtUidlly aubo|d1nare 1n PP.ms of raL@.-'
clase and generation.  But, as_males, 'Lsnts1q were structurally

'fcmnd

deminant. | Gender was  Lthe anéi-sphere :in 'whigh th

thiemns nlvéq "natufellv" dGmlﬁaﬂt.' Hence the ﬁeed té\asséft'.thpzr

maseuliviity and sexual dxfferpnce. They daFEhded the:r ona_érea

drawn

of priviiege vigurously.(ll}” ﬁﬂ éﬂalagylcan perhapﬁ' QLL

bere with the white wprking class in Socuth Afiica: subsrdinate in.

. , . . . S ; o e
clage bevms, yet dominant in racial terms, the white working

class is anvious to assert vacial difference in order to preserve
ity tervain of superordination.

‘ﬁmErgEﬂ or the Hltwatp.qrand in the Eu.ly” to mid - 194nq. Civt s
impoirtant  to strasﬁ‘ that tuot=gis were permanently -urbnnlned'

tact

youths  whis tended to have minimal recollection of, o

Y owith, C the  counteryside.  The emeroence of the tmntei subculture

The tscisi phenc@saon, as a recogntsahlp quoculture, Qniy raally‘ )
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coincided  with  the emerqeﬁce of a '1argé- sacond éeﬁé;@ﬁiﬁﬁ:
urbhanised yeauth population on thg‘ Hiywatersfégd.:_‘Tﬁisf'E
congtituency reasched substantial propartio;ﬁ i thé‘gar}y:iQ#Qs,:
follnﬁing a massive escalation of Eerm%newt urhaﬁlﬁatigﬁ:‘in _ihe:
second  half of the 1930s. ﬁlthoﬁgh teoisls weire ﬁliEhaﬁéH' from
thé' custnmland culture of the couﬁt(ysldﬁ, "there were %Ati¢§h]§‘
EOﬁtinuities betwean rural age regimeant systéms arif urbénj'yauthf

gang organisation. It is reasohable to assums that the recentiyw

urbanised parents of tsetsis retained substantial elements  of

rural SQQiaiisation and that theiv attitudes towards parenihncqi

e yn gt o

‘had  not shifted asignificantly. Although the sonial context  had

cﬁanged dramatically with the dwindling. of auteﬂded-'family

1.
3
3
1.
:
4
3

netwoirks " and tribal controls and the innowvation of wage"labmut,

“,

hafentall-atfitudes gl expectations remalrect fairly conetant.
i‘ ’ Newly urbanised parents had expeacienced the tightly_‘oﬁgahigﬁu,

traditional - age regimenté “which  allowed, adwleecehtcfbnys R1%

'_égplore“their sexuality and assset o their indeﬁéﬁdénce-_ﬂhila
simultaﬁeauély reinforcing gﬁherational'hiéraréhy‘aﬁﬂ :p?gﬁar{ﬁg
them for ﬁhe‘rasponéibiiitiéﬁ of adulthced.  (Bee, for example,
'tbe ﬁéyerg‘:account af thsarage Fégiﬁanéé énd initiat;ﬁﬁ?r;ﬁuaisr
éé. ﬁell égi?eter Delius'é Wi b nn_early}tﬁeﬁtieth ﬁenhgﬁv' Eedi
50ci%ﬁy)~ (lé) So adolﬁécép§ bays  wers 'gfge;ted-,ta' - he

'ind@pendént,,tm cluster in groups outside of the hwme'envirunmenf

expected  to remain close to the hume anviremnent,  to warey - oot
¢ L domestic . chores and learn dosestic skills. - In Lhe absence . of

'tradit;onal'ége regiments, and virtually uﬁsvpe%ngéd by parents,

i
i
1
|
]
;
i
]
1
i
}
i .f‘ ' ~and to assert their mesculinity. Giris, . on the otheyr hémd,rw&ré
| . .
i
]
|
|
]
J
I
]
7
]
!
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o
male  wban youkhs asserted theilv mascolind by in Eheiv ol eays
they clusterad  into gengs wibh bhisiv cwe distinctive slyie ol
vitual. PBat, in the cities, genecailonsl bBisva chy broke doi.

The parents lost contirnl,

This wural/urban contiyelbty s impovtant £ ths lswsue of  uvban
vouth sexuality in twe ways. First, rural socialisation provided
tiee baseline for gender identitviss. Ag in the countryside,

adelescsnt  girls weE expacted to be passive, doaesticated angd

marginal  to the scrial hisrarchy. As in the countryside, boys’

were axpected Lo be independent, assectfve competent fighters who

QE?& active cutside of the household. Seunﬁd, the lnrdependence
and free time %vailahle o youing bovs Eﬁﬁurﬁd'thﬁt maIéE,.and vt
fémaleﬁ, wou i Eﬁtabliaﬁ_the pafammtrgﬁ of the dew wrban ?bufh
culébre, Females weaire dqunAéntn a mnale dmminated_subculfure, on

male terms,

Westernised urban images and influesncers served 0n1?5t6 reinforce

rural  sexual sterettypes. Girle' scheools encolvaged. fémale

domesticity and submimsiverness;  movies and comics, which were sc

influential in toctsl style anﬂ‘ima9ery,‘ prmvidad'numeruus mache

role models for bovs and conventionally besutiful, and helpless,
role movels for  girls;  advertisemsesnts  .in magasines . and  on
billbioards sncouwraged & tough, independent laage nf‘maacuiinihy;

spoatts, particularly boxing and soccer, which wseve extremely

cpopular  in the townships and which excluded females, encouraged

male physical prowsss and compebltiveaess,




The toetsi masculine  Sdenbity hinged 'afqund figﬁ%iﬁg_ EH}AI!':

independercs, daring  and law-bresbing, stylishness and success

Cwith women, Adeotress in these areas determirwed a'tﬁatsi'a»sﬁatu5'

and preetige a5 & "man",

A manrﬁad to he.a good fighter, not only for prntect;Qﬁ;'hutiaiééi
1o 'Earﬁ respect. ﬁaxing gymnasia wers éxtrémely pmﬁuiag ;h' thé{
.townshing if  thera S WEYE no %ﬂrmal facilitizs a}ﬁﬁﬁq;: y&ché
wodlag work o ;n hactyard fecilities. (131 A voung maﬁ‘é‘étatu%:
.aﬂﬁ rEﬁutatipn was eﬁhaﬁcéd thruugh winmie fights.'}Gaﬁgjiéaﬁarsl
were éenerally the best fighteré. Méftéra-recnunts a story Efuﬁuw'
: he, .as gang leader of the Yultures, dafeated the leader of
E- . anothear gaﬁg in A pag-to-one fight.  This precipikated  §Ha
i . s

.iﬂcmrpdratiow of the members of the dafeated gang leader's géﬁg»

intoe  the Vultures.(14) Their respact was transferred to - the’

victoriocus fighter. . The notoricus Alexandra gangster, ‘"anrnﬂg

developsd a large felinwing of adering yaung biove héc%uie m% hia;
Ekillslinlthe maftial arte, Hg.waa‘virtually unbaatabie in haﬁd;
‘%nwhaﬁqi cambat. (15) An Alexantdra ex—tectsi commented ﬁhat'at ﬁhe
age gfl;lg to 15 "Qur ﬁermmﬁlw%ré the boys who could atéal'}mﬂaﬂ.
étab.. The move stabbings they did, the bigger the;s wé;g. VThgf
biggeﬁt shot of all was the v whts had killed Edm&ﬁmdy ?:eithef

with 'a Imife o & gun".(1&) Movie images, of O EE ;rainfaruéd.
these © attitudes. It was inconceivabls to have a hero who . was =
poor fighter. The toughest, moest vieslent soreen characters beczme

their role models.. Nickrames such as "Jusse James",""Dilliﬁgéf“.

faﬁd,,of course, "Zorro" abounded amowngst the tsotsig. -

.9
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Tmid

af aubeultural styvie. Wage labour,

paper, was

cénsidered

_dagrading to

scovrmd.  Young men who werksd feoom 90 toe 0 3

"misgie

work for someone, especially’ a white.

617

STk

i as

To be independent.a tsotsi had to have his cwn means of  incowe.

Money wag necpseary to attract women and keep up with the demands

I have shown in a pravious

feful )3

=

It was

idered  demecaning

wWeT e
Cand !
slao

recessary to assert financial independerce’ from parents;. who, in

any case, generally could not afford to support their sons' often

extravegant tsotsi lifestyie. Qteﬁiing or:qamb1iﬁg, then, wére

VIIt' followed $hat suoceses in Etealinq‘ﬂecéme a

¢

" gensidered the only acceptsble masculine ways of obS&ining money.

Btatus symbel  ino

Citeeif. _Eéihé_iﬁﬂepehdent alsq‘ihvoivédEE%paratiﬁq yoﬁr‘}ifg"as-“
f faf as_pbssiblw from the famiiy_andfthe'ﬁﬁuéehoid._:The heusahold
hﬁés: the terrain of girls. . Urhanise#radﬁiésceﬁt beys tended ftaf

" come home only to sleep oo have meals - {2t which " thiey wére-

dgerviced by their rothars o $iﬁter§).‘ Those whi were succpssful

BOs ,

BNBLING . Car

. enough at being

[

“gat hi@f He warved them thal he was

103

independent avoided even

’,Paryinulariy daring - feats af'_léw—ﬁfeay

-s&éﬁéd.nf the'policéu In this respect, it

"1 was iﬂfprmwd; he hijacked a

thiss.

¥

» .

Poeroty

that he was

1§. 'wérg';-éHWSFgér:;
:ﬁiéhﬁﬁﬁkétiﬁﬁ énd 'hﬁgﬁiﬁg WETE daﬁmoﬁhihﬁét:féf:’fgﬁts%s;h QtGédT
:fkbgbérieﬁ, Cmarder  and -”figﬁting Qi%h} pm1£cet Q@;é”;:hi§5(§:Af1
'%%éstiggﬁﬁéia;hivitieﬁt'A r@él taotéi‘had‘ta-ahQﬂ that‘ﬁé.ﬂasAhﬁé-
' Wis ;égrrn"g nne_af the
_gféaf teatwi iduels, who again éﬁﬂtbmiﬁad.taét%i mécﬁiimm--%h iﬁe
: 'péij;a cai . During the
-Hasm he,tadiﬁed throuah ta all bthéf poiice  rors,

“tellipg | them of his whersabouts and challenging them to coms and

oy inetd




ang dangerous. Thare appeaared to be no motive for  this  stunt
other than to create a stiv end enbaner his repgtatiUﬂ.flal- oL

In order o be an acnepltsble male within the gubculture, & yourg

man had to be "with 4t"; he had o be in style. He had fo drass

" and 'épﬁak 5ty1igh1y?_ he had to held hig 1iduor'well and  =mole

dagga—.anﬁ he had to be zeen at the right places.{19) As Tar as

clothies were covncerned, the most admirsed mes were those who could

immitate PAmerican gangster chyia, a3 portrayed v fmerican -
movies, most effectively. This invelved cbtaining flashy and

awpmhsiva ~elothing  which usually ceould enly be achisved by the -

Cbigger, - established gengs such as the Ammricins or the Spoilevs.

Gangs were eutremely fashion consciocus and competitive absmat
their clothing. HMembers of the Omevicans apparently ordeced
imported clothing throuvgh up-market cleothes uvntlets ‘euch  as

arithame and Levisens., They woald make a deal with these cutlats

not to sell any more of thess items in Johamnesburg in ordev ta

create exclusivity. (20 A flashy limousine made in the UBA woailld

bs a highly prestigicus possessien. American maviss set  the

trends in fﬁntai faghion, A%:Dmn_mattera puts it: "If you dido't
talk like_én AmETiCcan, or haVE:aﬁ American nameior gmmatﬂing, yi '
weren't }A'that set” ., f21Y Fittingly, 1t was the Americans  gang
uhich represented the h%ight ef ' tectel fashion: on the
Witwatersrand. All the ;GGTET, less famous éanggAtried te. amulate
their style. (M couwrse, mnstrﬁf them could not afforg ﬁﬁ =1 thiﬁ.}
Navergheleﬁm, tﬁm Lasic alements of shy]; Haﬁ 2= ﬁp.rtﬁer@. - The
tightfitting zank broumers  were  essonbis): -‘ el ép@dk{ng”"

teotsitasl was essential. Every seli-vespecting treted hod to be

it




familiar with tscotzitaal on pain of being brarnded a "sissie”™  or -

a - "moegoe” (a counbtry bPumpkind.  Like cicthing, tsetwsitsal  was

suﬁject to Toshion shif In nrder‘tn be Ywith it", a téatsi Had
tu’ be  familiar with a1l the latest  slang arid lénguége
innevations. Aithough El urbanl%&d t&wn:hxp Q1r15 isE iiﬁa

g&nerélly familiar with tsctsitaal, h@lnc aut of tuuch w:th the

language did wot ivvelve a thresat to thelr sexual 1¢9ﬁtity. :

As". iﬁ aill‘male_dnﬁinated tultu?ééa. 'pnéﬁeasiﬁh :mf Alwnmen
rECres Fnted A crugisl btrt“b ﬁvnha . rha beauty aﬁd quaﬂt1ty ‘of
a tﬁm*q1'5 givifriends were: B xndxcatum mf Hi%t EUCCESS‘liﬂ
other fields. ﬁf mésduliﬁe -accmmpli&hmant.l ?ight  .v{ct0rie;
irnevitably attractéd WemET o '"Tha conqmmai‘obfxauﬁly broumht lmts‘
Caf g;fls aﬁd haviﬁg lota of wanpn at the t1mp Gaxm ‘who ,ng‘
werg . {BR) High fashion also attnaLtsd wampﬁ, -thu%-itr was the

AmEﬁiqans.'wﬁﬁi‘succeeeﬂed  15 'gettang the teaiiy ‘pf#§t1giﬁp5
‘Eatchaé‘rsucﬁ ay Mqriam Hahebé'#ndfDallyiﬁéthémé} .Ih édbhiatowﬁl
“maﬁyfnf fha prettiar ng]E,'{ﬁvéﬁ.at 16 o 1?,.wmdld eﬁd gp'Qithl
the ﬁmﬂrlcanJ, bmrau=9 the Americans were flaFWJET fhef wétewthe
bé%tl_ciothe;, they had tnalméat mmney“ (E?) Tsntség‘sggmpatéﬂ

'foiQuﬁl? [N "hﬁauttful Wi mETy! wh1rh thwn 1ed teo Jattrﬁctivﬂ“

Cwomern  beifhg harrﬁ&aed "Wons . e 1ﬂ-tr0uh1e iF° yon were . a
beaitiful wompn.“ commenté : Querﬂpth Metaha . {(24) - It . was

‘pérticgiafly '1mpﬁ|kaﬁf fmr a gang leeder tu have sn  attractive
-%nd émugﬁt after givlfriend. Inevxtably, “the'prattigst. @irlaA
-w&ﬁe,-... lovers of gahg 19&&@?5".{85) 1t wés also pr@qtﬁqiwuq
fmfj téwt%?él to héve childven a5 a sian of their  machood.,  Thus

-anrriﬁ;Mkdﬁi"waé extramely droud te heve a chiid at the ane of 16
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with his 135 vear-cid givifriend. "He uzed to beast  sboevt our -

kids," says MNehosi.(8d) It was, ' however, uausual for a tsotsl Lo

help suppart hiz ohildven.

From a2 parly as the late 1930s, township adgministrations ag well

as the white liberal establishosot tried to promote  the Hove'
Club and Foy Seoub movemsnts as avn alternative to tertsiism.

ac

rehing to the constitutior o&f the NDube Hoys! Eiosdes
fAssociation, "Tha general a&im of the Sssociatien shall  be  to

promcte  the mental, ' physical and spiritual wé11~beimg of

boys". (27) In effect, they were ftrying to create av alterastive

masculineg role medel for towoship  youbhs, i model wbich

emphasized social rvespessibility and godliness.  Although  Lhe
African Boy Seoout! Association claimed & nation-wide membershin
cf  over 10000 by 1953 18289, lthe movenEnt s lapact on the bteotusl
sufzcuiture appesrs to have Geen nugligiblé. The Foy Scoot
constituency overlapped alacst entirely  with  the schoolgoing
ﬁonst?tuency; the movemsmnlt seemed to heve l:ittle sucecess in
recrﬁﬂting rutside of tha echeols. {89 This is .nnt Eﬁrprising,

since2 it prometed a masculine imege almost in antithesis te the

tectsi image. The ideal Boy Scount weas law-abiding, hard-working

arnrl  God-fearing. He rejscled alcohﬁl, dagas, prumi%chity and’

viclenue; he vespectzd adults end accspted  adult  supsrvision.
There weire only twe aress of commonality:  one was an emphasis on

physical ¥itness asd heslthy  the other wass a promoetion of the

domestici bty  and peassivity of girls (&8s epitomicend in the Givis!

Ciub andg Dir] Guides movements) . Tentsis rejected the By Broot
a

image bucasse hheic oarticular. brangd of machiismo was inestricable

13
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if  towm5hﬁp ivls and youniy wWoemEn we é iy Fact marginal  toe  the
teots)  suboualture, how @id  thew allecates theiv time? AlJ]
7u;nﬁicétlnn5 peint to the fact that vnenployvnent was wovse: amongst
female. voulths than amongst male Qnuthﬁ o the  Witvatersrand. (20
: é;thnugh jéba were  available as dnmeshin ﬁefvahts, dwmeétif
sprvice wase erxtremsly uﬂpmpqlariaﬁmngst township gir]s;f~}hef‘did
_%ot Tiks tha_}on%linuﬁa and i%niation entaiird in erking_iﬁ. the
_whité- éuhﬁwbsh  A Ffaw voung womeﬂ'mecmme tea&héf% ancl huféés:but_
the s nusbiers were 1ﬁgignif3ca;tliﬂ oyétal}‘tm?mg. ﬂ‘ﬁaﬁd%q1iisnf
Cyounis  wWemsEn  nade a ma?&@r for themselves in  the. eht&rtéiﬁment

world;  they were émﬁngﬁt the fow women whb made a - nane  for'

‘themselves in the-ﬁnwﬁShips.(Eil, Many gliris were involvéq -iy.

full-time or occasional prostituticr, | work whi;h_Uﬁuaily, Eeht

hand in hand with waitressing at'shebéens.,,Yuung Women white WwEre

Formally emploved we'rae very much th@.éxtaﬁtidrh.'QB”I:hQVé:;ghnwﬁ

pravicusly.  tomnshis children tended to leaye:schdﬁi‘at?a VeTY .
‘early  age; this applied £ty givle s Bove alike. Nevetthﬁleéa;
‘girls werm generally kept of ¥ the stramsts. Unlikéf-bnyg;f:gfr1g

Tweve tied to the howsehold.  Inoa memerandum‘writteh'iﬁ the sarly

©19Sog, Ellen Hellaai summed up bhe situations

Docupational  copportunities for female juvenileés, abhsrt from
profassionsl openis . such as . teschitg avd nursing,  barely
exist apart  from domestic. service. - Theras . s little
waenr leyoeih amocag Yemals Jirveniles [booausel w.. . although
there ‘are practicslly o recresticn Facilities opén to non-
Csohenl going oirle, they are kept busy in the home, have lesg
ledjsure Ltime than the boys and are  consenuently oot so
affected by this dizanility. (30 R

¢
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FFatﬁarﬁ arki mothers  wers &ofa strict with their 'ﬂaughtéﬁﬁ;?
mpaervea Ot Mat:&ra, They wauwally wacre hept at hame aﬁdt'&idé
hausaymrh.taﬁi Gartrude  Twala recalls bhat, aﬁia giri ;iﬁ: Hérﬁ
éarly TReres grawing wup 4 Orlanmds in the late ?Wﬁﬂﬁ} .h&r'péﬁehféf
wguld never lag Fer cut ab night.. Here ﬁ&#enté tried tw'ﬁtap 'HéF{

coming intes any contact with the tacteis, though ‘it was ‘eftah"

unavoidable. She would have to do a lot of wark in the hmu%éhélﬂ:A

‘Gometimes & Triend of hers would come aver and spend the night.

This seemed to be a faiviy commen pattern  amcngst  bare CFemale

'peer51(34) T Lynette Leeow,  who was 8 Eeenager  in Krugafgdvaf

guring the 1950 had similer experiences. Theve wds a gread deal

of  work  to be dovwe in the hnuﬁﬁholﬁ, she vecalls,  She had [

feteh water and wobd (at which points there was afmwn,una@m}ﬁeb]m o

contagt with tsetsis), «clean the house avd halp look aFter © the

.ybungﬁr Efds.(aﬁ) ACrording bo Morrie Mkzsi, parents wouwld allow

their daughters to go out at'ﬁight ag lovg as they had fiosishad

off %heir heusehcold cheres and were accompanied by-a boy whb'thwy:

knew ard trusted.(34) Tt was in thig wiy, it would appear, that'.
L girls made contact. with the gangs. -

Apart  from domestic dutias,_ many tegnage girls were tied to the

Keme  bBecause they warg_ ﬂ1reédy Cparents: Givls 'afiﬁh‘twaL

. pregnmnt;'aen&rélly, thetr bugfriaﬁda made Lhttle gbntfihut;nn tin

bringing wup the babies; teenage mnfherﬁ W ld stay with“ theie

parents and‘their children would hetomz part of  their _parﬁntﬁ‘h

households. (37) ‘ Twenage gir;s'wafe ynung encugh to AFall . under

the  dieciplinge of their parents although they wers Qery‘fmftéﬁ,

.ﬁarﬁﬁf%_th?ﬁ%&lVEH{

1=




éirlsurénéht ‘v@ry litfl@ tiﬁé in the ﬁaﬂg .gs fﬁuﬁh} Thay: wgre j
":outéiﬂé ‘of  the ‘m%inatream of éang activity. 'fNQy‘ ﬁ@vgr igati‘
invdlyed'_xn gwng 11ghtr and it was H\bemmly unucual fer tﬁem.tn;
'.be lnvolved in act1v1t1e5 such as mugglhg Er gamhllnq.K The glrlqb
Zijwuuld.he present when thére wgs ‘a "QQ”;E"They.wgr?nthezguHtherG"
imSilgi.Théy mmvad around ﬂith'fhem‘aﬁ'pa}t}éé."ﬁﬂéi -

.

Girls, .oF yaung ,wmmeﬁ,_Ainyoiyéd in*thefgangé:'wére g@npraliy
33rafa5red to as . “mﬁ!ls“" Tth were thp pﬁrsnnal garlfrlendw} of
'gahg-MEmﬁefs. Thpy went around w1th th91| boyfrlands tn g1u5 andﬂ

'upart{eéJ ‘They . had to en+ertd1n thE tEDt§1= and 'come acrnaa-.ag'

l“atfractive és’ puss1bie =0 as ta bolafer'bhe mashullhp Egns”'ﬁf 

T their boyfriénds. .They were "shawple:;5 :L'"The‘poor treéﬁnres;h

u{ﬁomﬁenfs Ma tera in, \atroapect “they had no opflans Eally S

kthcv ware alﬁo vzrtxma."{Ba) Molls WETE anEtlmeﬁ uﬁEd as gulcs.

N

A bnyl1Eﬂd somet:mm= eﬁvouraued hP\ +0 get 1ﬂ1u1fed w1th th@ lxval

étrafe@ie;. This 1nf:dp11t? wnﬁ tularateﬂ b@rauge thn'bnvfthhd T

iEdntiﬂpeﬁ tao fmez'1n control of hle'g;rlfrmgnd and the P:yal .wés

being Buped:(50)

They wer e known as nnasasas". Fhay were udkd as scouts,
tshobliftefs_and decayﬁ.(#l) They would distract pickpocketing

witims ov  help to "case the joint"  bpefare robberies. MHebtiors

14

plf a member of a rival gang tank an 1ﬂtFTEEt lﬂ Dﬂe Df them, har ;J

“in. the' hope. that '=hﬁ wmuld gat accsse-'té.‘qang— nEErEtS 1nd..{7'
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remembers | one Sophiatown noasisa  named  Stoleolo. Bhe . waz a
beantiful  young woemen with large bressre,  She would ge up'tc a
ahdpkeéver Cand distract him by "epsning herself oupt. tihe  would

scream . that the chepheeper was beying to rape  her, Durinﬁ the

‘cﬁmmoéioﬁ the  tecteis  would take the till.(4?3. Tha 'ﬂmagigaﬁ,

though, were lett sut  of the prestige spheres of  criminal

‘aﬁtiviﬁy:‘ planning robberies, holding tha gun cr_knife, sl zing
~the loct. The man were in control. The activities of the noasizas

were atceptable ﬁrecisely hecause thay were peripheral.

v _oveocasions, 1t seeas, givis  were s involved i iatniegang

. fighting but, once again, they were a side-shni. They wnuld.aﬁly

fight givrls from other gangs. Thevy would take on thE'fivalry of

their boyfriends o brothers.(43) Apart from & few 'egcaptional

wemen, oo whom § will forus i the final section, it was, urtheard

of for a woman to fight a man in & gang wav.

Clothing styies invelved a very cleasr differentiztion betueen
males . and females. There was certainly  nwe  androgenous

exparimentation iv  the ftscbkel suboulture,. ALl the elamsnbis of )

:Etyle that were zsscciated with the subrulture weva_wdfn,by =
alomes the tightfittivg zeot trousers, the floppy ovérnnats, thi

‘widswfimmed hats, the flashyAshirtarand tizs. Female stvles weire

far more varied, They wore shivts and dr&éé@e, Aeyer t%euggvs{
"Pants weren't in" {or women yet. As with the maIHQ; tﬁeit ‘éﬁylé
was influsnced by the movies. "There wmre_t¥enQBettér5" whi Waula
try  to keeﬁ in touch with‘the 1atest Hollvweod fTashion, (44)
Thare wAs no particular style, then, which clearly identifi@ﬂg

Ffemales ae being part of the subiulinre, or membere of @a apRciftic

17




fgang.

Females who were iovolved with tﬁé ENT aﬂ&epted the. masouwline
status and prestige structuras. !ﬁ‘ﬁtﬁﬁf oy, thgy.aﬁéépted a%
_préstigamug thﬁlséma achieviéments that fhe aalaé did; ';H'e%fent,
thEy~ nCPnﬁW1quPd thexF cwn low statusy  their mﬁﬁ Bﬁa;ua 'cnﬁld

enty: be . defined imdirectry, agoovdlng ta‘th@'ﬁtétus'rn?‘ their

£l

boyfriends, their posesessors, ITb was pr@atigwans to ‘have:‘a

hoyftiénd who was a good fightﬂr e was stv11en, whn waw,' in

".shmrt; ?eapected hy uthﬁw'm@n~ Mattwra dmamrlhm* {hé Flge . of hzs_

'gang,"ﬁhe altures, in qﬂph‘dthwﬁ ﬂnr\ng thw maﬁ 194 F“"
Territorial gains had been maﬂn. Vounqnn gamqﬁﬁ hﬁd;‘héeﬁ:
uswrpsd. The police had beer put in their place. © The girls

C.oowerg. meving  after us. . these weire the. guys _yau-'had to
. mairvy,  these were the gqys yul hed tobe Iovers with . {48

_Gmdfréy ,Noimi. recalis thmt the woheﬁ whn'hung armunu‘ @ith the

,gangéterg in;-Driandﬂ dur:ng tha 1?&0@ and 1? ﬂ% AW nnn;gang

.‘meméefs Cas “sisﬁies".f4é) Atrmruzng é -Hotiuwadf,W théﬁ-moiié .

tiwould-have ne -y pect for a quy Nhﬁ worLPd at a. nlﬂe fﬁ f:ve Jobf'
fir o a pittance". -Gen@wally, the g1r1§ mt qﬂphzatowﬁ f”dldn t:T
y-tespéctf,niheﬁtawfiVE"men. as much su those Nhﬁ‘liy?d by the1r-‘

wite". (47)

"'éitﬁugéh léangstérﬁ Qefa,extremply‘dpﬁgndiné and Effpn brutal
:7téﬂaﬁﬁ9 theilr givifriends, there were definite h@refxtﬁ nrtarheﬁ'
{£6 GAQiné a'gaﬁgster an A hayffiend. Apart from the pr»stlgw it
*g¥tgn df%erpd a kigh qtandard taf 1iv%ng arl, moere Jupnctdmtlv
prntect%an firom mihmr ganﬂatern. éé long the gi%lfri@md'atceﬁtmd

'fkhatgshé "hglqngﬁd" to the gengster andg romained Feithfal to bim,

18
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ghizctification

she would receive or its of food and clothing and she would be

protected Trom the harssument  and  nolestation of o by

-gaﬁgﬁfarﬁ,(aﬂ) fe Mattwra puts 1t:

Bomg  of the women became property of the guvs. . Sp much =0
that  1f  vou were ssen talking bo that girl veouw  would  be
attacked, wither by the gang oo by the guy himself. Becauss
zame  of the women wanied to be preparty. There wis securi by
“in baing propeviy. A theve was clothes, sovey, foeod ., . 00%)

Motjuwadt nakes & similar chescvation:

And  somatimes he [a gangster boyfriendd might evan be nice
and gentle to her. He could buy her sgome of the nicest things
which am ovdinary worker can't, he <can fake hav to the mavies
“when ather guys are going to work and they attend parbies,
And  the ieporteant thing is thet ne guttersnize cen tale
chances with, her hecause she belongs te - somecns. whn i
‘respected. (50) - ' : . y

'Quéeneth MNeiaba wam once émugﬁt after bv cre peirticularly . ﬁaﬁtf

gangster. Bhe was “saved", she feels, | onl because: antther
Jaing . . ; » Y I .

gangster, - & member of the OYtp Town Bang, was in love with  bere

l ard protected ber. (H1)

atd Yislence

un
H

CZovro had several places where he kept his anlls, the  west

important  of which were tweo st 7th oand Bhh Averaes. A1) the
yirls who helonged te the gang were brarded with the "Mack of
‘Zorre" ... the letter “Z". This mark wag scratehsd on pith g
knife on the showlder, armn or forshesd, Some of them, still
up he this day, carvy the "Mark of Suorre".{S2) . .

This extract appeared 1a & 1978 edition ofDeun- n A OEENSE, all

wemen  1nvolved in bhe tzodsl subcal ture were branded s with  the

Mark of FTovvo. The park wss gymbolic of  their wachs, anvie-

inspired ovaricrds, it was symbolic of theilr ocbieckification and,
perhaps  most  stavkly of &ll, it was symboalic of +the wviolence

wWhich vnderpivmend bl Frepual subordinatine,

-
Tzetel gangslters gevecratly rvrousvded ghg)r women e proparty,

1@



éacnrdiﬁg-fo Mattéra, they w&?e ﬁeén'EE "chattsla" . (57 They ware
-drﬁémegts -and shﬂwpapcea with whlch tenteis dl=p1¢yed their. uﬁﬁ
:i ﬁaééuliﬁﬁtyi, Queen@th Ndaba rpcalln thdt a wgmen s‘naﬁe. wculd
aget, "5uggested" hy tsotsis. Before meshing thé.@nm%ﬁ;a. t5ot$i
'wnﬁld claam her a% prapertv dﬁd than seak Rar Gut. It.;&ﬁiaio%taﬁ
.be cangiderpd a favour from one t nts1 to aﬁother ta "sugqeq*“ an
gttrgttive'wo&an. DFth a tsotss wuuld pirP biimg ekf a woman aftpr
‘sééiﬁg‘ hef pﬁctbgraph oy Catchxng ¥ gllﬁﬁ;e offfﬁEfﬂ _Generallvy‘
thellﬁgagnl had little priun but tu ucrppt *hﬂ ddva1CEq 'Afl ‘héF‘ -
man;l She was th-emplv vulnprablp unle%s she'@és attachFd H{a
aﬁﬁthET gangsf@r vho cnmmandmu snme Fes p=ct ( 4) Tsots1= 11PE& to_ - '
dTPES WomEn up the way they (thP t50t515) 11ked-3 they would plrfi
out Vﬁhé .cluthes und adnrn thEIF‘pn sessxonq as they \w‘ Tit.

:wcmeﬂ hat lxttle aptian bu+ tm ac:ept +he ﬁmaq& that waf' 1mpoc@d_,

uptne them. Bften they wauld hnve to hzde these :!othpﬁ s aﬁ to

CGﬁCEéIAthéIF 1nvmivmmehf w:th tsntqls from their pmrﬁnts (qﬁl

A nang 5 pnﬂ=esq1veresb aver wpmsn gﬁnﬂrally ru1nclded wlth‘ ite
: ,l .

terr:tan1a1:ty. A wwmaﬁ‘xwhm leed . a qaﬂq 5 ter|1furv] was

‘ansumad to be the prupe;ty of that gnng.-‘~ﬁ wnmah“wdﬂld hmt *bé_:
Coallowed - te have a boyfriend from a-rival gang's area .. ﬁthevwi )

the bn%sllcmmé_ aﬁd ‘hiii ydh”.£55)  "B :éifl 'coﬁiéﬁﬂﬁ Nave _él_j
fboyfriend Fram thé atherlside.J; tﬁ?) f Siﬁil;riy;_‘:i;‘_WOql%
;hVQIQé;_eﬁormods riaﬁ fov‘a Gannftpn BT wander: Lntn. énﬁthég
'gang:q‘“tefritarQ to ert a.wamaﬁ.? “If was r~I~u_rw:u-u:p jal=} régpgct.
Yuu d get beaten up. Even i%-hﬂ dna.jn the gang Was AN 1@95 witﬁ

|tk glrl.‘ Only 0-nﬂleVellyu pecrhans as & favour to a frisadly

fﬁgnggter, can cutsider  wouln Be allowed do court a lomal  woman

PREEP NG S e Gl




through a special "gentleman's agresment”. (58§

Women were passive ré;;piahtg éf & nales’ affec@imﬁ.l The*tﬁntmié
) ' chose tﬁeir 10#9;5; -it vias axtfemely unusual fﬁr A wﬁmﬂﬁ.ta.mﬁke‘
Van active choice éﬁmut her pﬂrtﬁer; .Furthﬁrmdré, ente she  was
involvaed with a t%otsi, she was expgected to remaln loyal  and
faithfgl. A relationship "cauld only b;rtgrmiﬁa?éd thvnugs the
hah{s choice. I askﬁd_Nor}is Nkosigl wﬁb‘wae a ﬁemher of  the

.Spdilérs during fh@=1¢505;,_what wiould happen if a woman decided

she did not love her bﬁyf?ieﬂd.anymnre. He replied:

We hit them. &he won't say she doesn't. love you. Not during
those daye ... Bhe dido't have a choice.  Our "girifriends,
they didn't have a choice.  That‘s why, in those days, - oue
‘girlifriends had te make edre,  if they were i1ovelved with
sameticdy, nat te de anything wrong. Bhe must bnows: i 1 love
this man, @ love this man. She mustn't say fomorvew T den't
Jove 'him ... You aust make sure that yeuw leve this mar, -

© Then 1 asked him what wenale haﬁpen if the .man decided that he did
not love his girlfriend anymere., “He's the master of them &11,"
Mkosi replied, "He'll just leave the girifrisnd. He'll tell ner

to vamoose." According te Neosi, | 1k was eonly considered

T S b VU Y Vg

legitimate for  a  woman te drop Fres boyfrieﬁd, el e Coine

‘circumstance: if the boyfriend wen* to jail. 1t waz Feit -thaf,

4
¥
!

g

aader these civoumstances, the girlfriend wa= ertitled to become

iﬁvmlved with ancther man. - In fac%, T QURAE Nkpsi; ﬁh@ T
,&ﬁyf}gﬁﬁd would be deing the im#riﬁwnmdcwah.a favmuryr"ﬂath%r Iét
ﬁér  be prptécteﬁ by a decent guy;" he réasona, A"th%h']éavm e
Ctetally uﬁprotectad~i(5?) Nﬁmai'% crecollections of ‘ﬁpuixéf

attitudes are substantiated in a 1999 G lden

t fosture on:

the Bpoile:

Breerding to the featurs writer, - "A Bpoiler ‘could

just  pick oot oo wemEn .. Bhe owae gave to be his givl -~ like y#

a1

T T e 2




oro nett . (60) But'thmﬁe serxual intgrackicne  were evtainly not
restricted o the ﬂpozkpv« lt wa% a upr@r*l teotsi  phenomenco,
Magubane.  bas quxla: ratolleﬁtlnne about the Herlins - of
Sophiatown:
“With Bevriines, they propose and vew refuse, you've had 1%,
They Rit the hell cut oF you, You'we Jjust got to Gubmit. Say
"Yes, I love you' even theugh yen know you den'te I was hard

far young girle te grow we in that area. (61)

@ueenpth N@aba, ‘whe grew up in Ovlando Eset but spent a. great

Cdeal - et time  in Sephiatown duriﬁg-th? late’ 15408 anid 1?50%,'
recalls a particular tectsl method of picking uﬁ wahsﬁ. A‘ Wﬁman
wolld be walking in the strests., A Flaghy car dn:ven by a. tsotsi

would puli Qh alonguide hey aﬁd the fshtﬁl-wuuld get out Her -

- wmulc open thm ‘passenger EEﬂt docr aﬂd stnup to plcP up a E*cnn.

: Th;% wa an 1hd1cat10ﬁ that ahe haﬁ 14 opt:un but to g@t P jﬁ"

WAE & r1tua1 dn thx% Jﬁntﬂnrm, 4*ht:-v vxnlwﬂrn was =ugg95t9d |wthar

than. carried out,(sE)

'Humﬁh, pqrtzculﬂr]y ynung unattachad Nmmen‘ had remarfahly Ix+ila
_frm?ﬁmm of muvemﬂht iv kb Nxtwdt@|qrand hnwwmh1p%., thv wﬁrp in

:onaﬁantfjdaﬁger tf h&ing welested and harassad by gsng%_'of

-tamﬁéiﬁ'-(hr indiviaual *EGt%iSY;‘ Wemai NQVPF'NEHT 0u* ai nlghf‘

wathnut malﬁ [2=2 cnmtr Gut duFlnﬂ the day wnmpﬁ had to gn' abﬁuti

‘_their Cdaily busiﬁesé: polle:tiﬂg Fir@wnod -fpfrhihg :watmr
w@ﬁhjh@‘clothé% and, in the case of ny temnage glflﬂ. qnzng to

i schoni. It was at thess pmihtﬁ that tsotsis waited  for th@lr

o epportunity te  waylay - women. | Schoolgivls were ‘pafﬁiéu]arly

3]

lvulﬁewnhié;. Throughout the 1950s, the Gelden City Fo

+hp' nanpamer mest in touch with @mvents "om the ground yn the

R

. QFmEahly_

townshst, waa punctuated  with  rerovts of  scheoslpivie heing



e

‘waylaid by "gangs of  youthes'.  Trroughout  tha  Mitwatersrand, -

%ahaéigirls ware threateaed, harassed and, occasienally, vapad

fwhila can bhedry way  to o Trom school.{63) Iee  July 1959 a 1

resident of Orlando East Y1, W.8. Mdhlovu, wrote & letter to the:

manages of the West Rand Administration Board  cmplaiving. thxt
ganigs of  township y%uthﬁ, with nemes such as  "Benzioae Heya";
"Sputnik” and “Spoilers", were wavlaying schmnlgiflﬁ. When school
came out  the gengsters "threaten, molest and  somebiess .rape"

girie of 1% to 1? years old.  Ndhlowvs follewsd thiz letter up in

October of the same year complaining that me  ecticn  hed been

Ctakew against  thesse voung gangsters “even. in obviows  croes  of

rape and assault”.(56) At one schenl in Sephiatown the problem

was  s0  sericus that the hesdmastor was forced  to organisa  an

o estovt  of biggewr heoyes, “'weightlifiters and ;bmxerﬁ“ﬁ Far 'thg

@irls.(63) Bometimes an individual gangster wowld fixate on one
particular weman, after perhaps having seen a photogreph bf her,

and follow her arcund. He would watch her every mevement, hecmme‘

familiar with her routines and weit for 8n appropriate mement 4o

pounce. "Desivable" women were particularly victimized in . this

respect. Acctording to Mueeneth Wdaba, 1t often becams A burdesn to

be considered an atiractive woman. Eventually she and har friends

cottoned on to the idsa of walting around In drab clothivg.  "Te

Jaxok glamoveous was too davgevons" o (6h)

Homen were never safe from the gangs,  ewven when escorbsd by men

or in public placres. Abduction of women wes a0 exdrenzly o oomboor

township phencmercs duciag the Tete 19408 and $950s, The Spoilers.. "

weire  nortoricns  Fer  godng avound to shebsens  acd gigs Cand




kidnapping  woemen. They foreed ymuﬁg girle into cars and often

held tham for weeks. Thiey would be taken to hideouts =nu sexually

assaulited. In owne incident, & hamd of Spoilers raicded & Resf’
hoepital and abducted meveral learner nurses for'théinight" Thay

were . intimidated into remaiﬁihg‘sileﬁt aboud the  incident. (47) "

Kay Marana, a promineitt fcwﬁmhip muqiriaﬁ during the 1940s  and

195ﬁs, recall* that Spa 1Pr§ eften d:=rupt@d glgz and puitxec aﬁd

tDuL qlrlg awiy with them.(&8) Thls was. nat a practxgp* confined -

- to the Spoilers; it ocuu\rpd thrmughnut the Hltwatf:s-and.x The

‘ubiquitous Ferro, For ingtancd, was Lnowﬂ fo hav9 abductmd womeﬁ
for up to a NEQI ré?) Evan-the'"mmre‘tespectable gamggﬁ; such as
_ the ﬂmer:caﬁ viouid drag a nirl away aaaihgt 'Heﬁ ‘will., The

. ‘ .
&mexzcans weuld ccns:der it & personal 1ﬁ5u1* 1f WOmEen résiﬁted

-abductlon (70 Dne,Eunday afternﬁon in. fhe m1d 1.905, Nangﬁa'énd'
hxa bﬂnd who wET R stataon@d 1w A1=>mndra,, wenf'tb‘ﬁiévrét:‘¥hé. 
Ddin Ain'Smphiatwwna ‘A Few local” ﬁleyandra wnmen went along w1th‘,
hv= band tn watLh the pmrformance.: Dur1ng thP sh@w.‘*ﬁne éf.ﬂhheri
jnlexandra women was dhduﬂted b; thg Amgr1raﬁw._:"Thev wanfed E;'
f'kempjheﬁ.' Thev wouldy:' let her gu“. Manana mﬂﬁ h;s hand uwnt faz'

plead on h@r:hahalf GHe wés ging ahd'pleadmhg vt to be I&ft

,bah'mct. LOnly  ocut  of dmfp\'nn:‘p fu o the ausiciang | the

evehtuélly‘aQraed.tu LF+ her qnn{7i‘

During the taotsl gaiyg era, TapE wWas move prevalent tham usual in
Sthe. Witwstersrand  townships, parficularly smonget  Juventles.
Between '193& and 193%, an average of O or & rape or  atitespted

';rapE Cm SR appearwd bhefore Johanneshurg Tuverile Deuet, By 1950,

'”this f1gure hed t\rsn to 573 betveen 1733 aod 1955, juovenile rs
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CRREes r&amhéd a pezxk with f s of 24, 104 - and 118

respectively. (78)  OF course these figure5 da net come  anvabere

cloge  to reflecting the overall gxtﬁnt.of Juvenile raps on the
uitwatefsrﬁnd, The vast mojority of fn:idents went vnrepor trd aod
wifhodﬁ” 'prnsecution becausse et iﬁtimidaﬁjmﬁ; parasnal
cﬁﬁﬁllcatians andllack of evidenca. ﬂeherthelegﬁ, Cthe  Juvenile
Eﬁuft :statﬁstica dn provide some gense‘of'th@ eﬁcaintien.nf .ﬁhﬁ

phanpmenon during the 19505, In 1959, Eﬂuﬁqillnr.Lawﬁeng af bar

“extensgive discussions with Advisory Board meabers  about  tsotei

crime in the townehips, commented:

These men tell me — and I belisve tham — that no dpr-ﬁt mar
cr wamen | 1s safe in his or her oun home. Wives arad  youmng
girls are raped in the strests and on theiy way hooe from
‘work, Bome are  even vaped in their own homes in front  of
theilr families, whe are top terrified to Fﬂpﬂrt fo the poiics

. for fear of victimization.
.These gengsters rule the tﬁW\bhlpS at th& point of & knife

pr pistol ... .
They consider themselves ivvincibie and shoaw oo fear  gven

for  the  police. They brast openly that the police are  so
internt on ligquor and pass-law offences that they have no time .

Cte give to the activities of the t=otsis. (73)

In Séptemhpr 195% a tesnage givl froa Or lavde was ansaul ted by
twn a6 yﬂar olm iocal Orlanda tsotaie.. They pimmed har down  and
said: . "hiz girl is cheeky". Then, with & knife, ove sssailaént
scarrad her severelv on her face abd breast. (74} Tt was  a-
Eeemiﬁg}y motiveless asgault. The givl was paying fov the crime
of being “chesky". She hed probrbly resisted theiv, or apog obher )
tsotsis' . advantes. D she had Fpokeﬁ baek to them. "Cheskiness”
er  insclence, essenkizlly  invelves a breach of  underchood  or

rratural’ Misrarctiv.  dhen "matuesl’ bilsrarchies are chal Tenged,

rebiels  are disciplicsd.  Fare and other Forms of serual @%ﬁaulth




T are  aszertions of pavge,  REsETTions ol hierarchy. Ultimataly,

violence lurks bhehind every hegemonic status guo  but, in  the

teotEl  subcoculture, fthere wam wmisually little subtiety in  the
enforcament ot  saxual heghmomy_-'The sanction of  cviclence - and

coernion was always highly visible

Werre women merely passive victims of mele deminatien? HWere young

women . ahle  fo build any duferse mechanisms, - to  topirove  thair

atrangih  and barqainiﬁq power within the 'Suhcultuf@? 'Thérﬂ i8

_iittlé‘ avidence to sunpest thmt young Women Fa+ab11%hnd any rlﬁd

of . effective dﬁf@nnp networks., Thrxv oﬂly pFDtECtlnﬂ uame fmnmf

ﬁithin i Family, within the h&nﬁéﬁﬁld" 'Church*beged wmmam'ﬁ

YE;

agscciations and £k s 1ﬁvolvnd nlﬂ?n“ 'maav:ed womers. HDWEVF
restrictive and repressive itsalf, marriaga, wzthdrewal from the
youth. subculturs, was often a8 voung wuman}s_baﬁt-linm mf ﬂefense.

Marviage rap?eaeﬁtﬁd & shift from, thé-ﬁtrewt'infa-the dbmesti;

.spHeFa; Hpr a woman khad scme pruterF¢ n ﬂnu bn1qa:ﬂ1ﬂg Cpower,

'partxculnrly Jf whe earn@d cruc;al supplﬁmentmry fam11y iﬁcﬂﬁé:'
'throuqh . hamr hwew1ﬁg, warhcnq or prqst;tutlnﬁ. But w1th1n'fthe

tuntsi- subeui bure itself, save o a fow indivﬁduals,'fi%“‘is

Hifficult . to find' ;v;dnn&e OF younq wnmen hring . anyth1ng Imﬂ

passive victims. More waearch ﬁaeds s be carvimd mut‘in th:a

trclivicgual womet 10 Lhe Witwatersrand tcwnzhips

whe  teell tsotsis my at thaiv own gane. They weve  bough,

FTor  theasklves &

iﬁdepﬁﬁééni‘ Tighters wha manwgsd to fuor

B




nﬁrha;ﬁ. amupﬁt af ﬁespect and porsenal discretion  aver Lhedive
sexual 1ivgﬁ.They were prepared Lo defend thwm%elveﬁ with  Bheie’
fiste, Enivas and gunﬂ; In credier to rebain their indapsEncencs and
s.xuai-freedom, they had to assume what sarunted to 2 "masculine”
identity..ln Sophiatown fhwee woméﬁ weve refervad to ag "brekgat®
pr‘_“wildmperde", interestingly encugh terms aloost  synpromcis
with "virgin". In other words, they wave wonen who were abla to
eéefcise sexual choice and prolevng . thelv wvirginity 1f thay wantedi
tl. The? Sl=rel -4 thoug@t af as "wensn who don't owant fo he  tousnhed

by  men".(785)  Fur the most part, thay were loners. There was Ao

it

2rs2  in L which the? tried to ovoanise uwoment against  th=ir

eppression. They resisted only an a per%mﬂai level.

It @ppears -az  though at lesst one Witwatersrand gang had &

‘"womaﬁ‘suwiﬁg“: the Ferliners of Guphistown. Tt appesrs to be the

anly instance in which a gang actively organissd- and Chrained
women to fight alongside the men. The woaen in the "uwonen's wig
were not mellsy  they parbticipeted in Tights and they wore the

gang tattoo, the swastika, aleng with fhe men. (76)  The women's

wings hewever, fell wunder the command of the layrger male gang in

much the ééme Wway as the “wouth wing" (for these  legs than ,14
vears old) ~did. It did net  geem  to ,iﬂvﬁi"ﬁ any kind -uf‘
exploratisn «f fomale EEﬂuality,. nor tid 1E in any way cﬁa]leﬁge 
the dominance of men within the geag.  MNeverthalegs, at igaﬁt two
wall-known "willdepevde" samerged from this waiben's wing. Thﬁimné
was Mamang, who was veqarded as the buss of the women’s wingy th%:“;

other wag & woman called Sinna. . "




pewarful blow. &g far as Magubare could make out "Mamang was oo

ane '

] ;Méﬁaﬂg waE a boxer, . weightlifter and gambler. Ghe wes a taugh.
« R B . :

Tighter, Pétwr Magutrane recalls that ehe once Tellsd him with &

s loever”. (77} Sinna, who came from neyghhmurﬁng Meadowlands

was knowmn as "Madipela". Matterz ressmbers hee olearlys:

&fter,fthe ‘ﬁophiat&wn remnvals, Sinna returnod to Meéﬁcﬂlandgg'

te be & sprcial kind of & guyl

She' was & member of the Rerlinsrs Bané }L. and sha fﬁugﬁt

side by side with the sev. Mo men messed around with Sinna:

Sinna was too powscful.. And desutiful ... . Eivng Was  never

touched by men ... vHobody darved to unupwwn tn Slnﬁa. You had

which was an eytrfmely dahgproun and, Vlﬁ1ﬁnf pwace at thﬂ tiMQ,

ﬁewplp gathmimd arourﬁ hnr fu\ pratectxmﬂ_“aﬁd 15ha Bvuntuallyﬁ
pstablished L& nEw gang which Fulad.dvéﬁJ'the)i@raé-;fqr aomei‘”"‘

time. (78)

1

i

Balissa -was ancther Sdphéatown "wilquerd";--Ther@ weref Bl faw

wmmén whm "liked %o bhe. frne like -Baliéﬁén”wrerwlls Mattnla.

“In

‘&hp Wwas & fpur and—a- half five foo* glrl — Ha115=a was a

free . spirit.  Ghe hitg men ‘with rights ... '‘Balissa carrvied a
knife, she gambled, shs auved. fres, she_ﬂahtctn_ghebgénsg she
Fad & drink. Mo man tocuched B-ﬁlmaqa s oshie wag a free spirit

..+ she belonged th no gdy. and I wonild like. to think that,

even until 1995,  Balissa was a virgin. She was not a. loose

- woman.. She Enew wh at she wan+ed out ef llfh and 5h93had tr e’
'strcn‘_:ij. S . o _ ' s .

.

the late 19S0s, - Balissa pecame involved a man hi%hrﬁhnmf’sﬁﬁ

ruebénﬁuglly had children. (7%)

{._Dne

infermant, Hewry Miles, remechers a "tough | iady! callad

4€ponun0 whgf led a gang whirh cperated in Bth Streef Alesandra

‘:‘durlhg +h@ vﬂrly .t’J 0%, SHORONG Was "short, fai and stout... bok

”shél

was | the fastest thing with a Frite".  She was about thivty

.V-Iy_ea‘.‘rsl old when she led the gang. which wag mzde wup of i-n‘aligti

28
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ranging from. their late teens th#mugﬁ to their late twenties. The.

‘gang was bamed at her house in 8th Street which was usgd &s  both

a shebeen and a gambling den. Sponone never settled down with coe

man. Men were apperently scared of her sand rarvely rigkoed refusing

'her-advances. "The boes takes whi she wants". Men respected her

knife skills and nehody  wanted to he "left holding  thoeir

intestines" . (89)

Pérhapa- the best known of thesé "frem =pirits” lwas a‘woman 'whu
Epefatéd in the late 408 and early %08 hnown only as "ﬁitch Mever
Die". . She fouoht with mevn. Bitch Never Die wac é lover, though

5hel 5am@tiﬁ95 sremed to Have & few "side-kichs who hung a;aund
her". Most men réspected her, reaa]lé'stan Mot&dwaﬂi, e e
waﬁted.tnibelhumiliated. She was a real tahghieh ‘If.éhe Fanc ied
ynu,c she just tood vou".(H1) Accovding to Lynéﬁte .Lﬁﬁuw; "ghies
did everything that the men did"; she us@drt; smoke, _drink e
uee a knife. "Even the men were'scared of Hef.f._nth&r WOMBN WO
Fnﬁfu;ed and nor-plugssed by herg she did nmf'have 'chi}dren oy
family 'aﬁd nﬁ;ev maryied. She Qasl“a‘réal wifd creature wh&

belonged to nobody® . (B2)

In an environment dominated hy men, _theh,.if waﬁ-caﬂcéiﬁabié fer -
a Qaman to 'make a space for herself;. toieétaplish é Ccmrtain
ahmuut of réspect and 5%2@&1 frem&om. But'she had tq.f;ght ;HF:
it, 1itar@11§a Ard she wogldg probauiy aiﬁags.h@.rwgardéd -1} _aﬁ

cutcazt ard ectentvic.
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