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Many s t u d e n t s  r e a d i n g  t h i s  E d i t o r i a l  and (we hope )  t he  r e s t  o f  
t h i s  A u r i c l e ,  w i l l b e  j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  exams.

The 2nd Y e a r s  a r e  no doubt  s t i l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  P h y s .  pa pe r  and 
w o n d e r i n g  about  t h a t  r uddy  1st  q u e s t i o n  - anyhow,  by now you may 
have  f o und  out  what  was wan t ed  in t h e  p a r t  a bou t  " t h e  M e c h a n i s i m s  
e n a b l i n g  an e x t e n s o r  mu s c l e  to c o n t r a c t ” , I suppose  you w i l l  
a g r e e  t h a t  t he  Ana tomy  p a p e r  was v e r y  f a i r  and many must  have 
s c o r e d  w e l l  t h e r e .

The 3rd  Y e a r s  have  done t h e i r  c l a s s  t e s t s .  As per  u s u a l ,  some 
w i l l  have  to a p p e a r  b e f o r e  ” t he  b o s s ”  to e x p l a i n  why t he y  d i d  not  
p u l l  t h e i r  socks  up a f t e r  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  the  Mar ch  t e s t .  To t he s e  
I can o n l y  say  - b e t t e r  ge t  do i ng  d u r i n g  the  V a c .  - t he  l a s t  t erm 
goes by l i k e  an e x p r e s s  t r a i n  and I d o n ’ t t h i n k  t h a t  you w i l l  
e n j o y  s i t t i n g  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  y e a r  o f  P . M . ’ s ,  P a t h .  P r a c s .  and 
f i n g e r - c r a m p  I ng l e c t u r e s .

The 4th  Y e a r s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  s o r r y  t h a t  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  y e a r  i s  
n e a r l y  o v e r  - but  t h e y ’ d b e t t e r  keep In mind t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  
t hos e  t h r e e  c e r t a i n  pape r s  t o  be w r i t t e n  and a C l i n i c a l  P a t h ,
E s s a y  t o  hand i n .  I f  y o u ’ re g o i ng  t o  K a t b e r g  f o r  t he  V a c .  b e t t e r  
t a k e  y o u r  T o x i c o l o g y  books w i t h  y o u .

For  t he  s t u d e n t s  In the  p e n u l t i m a t e  Y e a r ,  t h i s  l a s t  t e rm shou l d  
ho l d  no f e a r s  - t hey  have no e x a m i n a t i o n  t o  w r i t e  but  I t ’ s not  too 
e a r l y  t o  beg i n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t he  g r e a t  day o f  r e c k o n i n g  next  y e a r  
and you do have  D . P .  t e s t s  t o  w r i t e  I n O c t o b e r .  I f  you f a i l  
t h e s e  t e s t s ,  you w i l l  have  to r e - w r i t e  them next  J u l y  . . .  need I 
say mor e ?

The s e n i o r  c l a s s  of  the  s choo l  - t he  f i n a l  y e a r s  - t he  end I s  
a p p r o a c h i n g  - soon you w i l l  b e g i n  to s u f f e r  f r om p r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  
d i a r r h o e a  and a n x i e t y  s t a t e s .  A good maxim to adopt  i s  t he  
f o l l o w i n g  p h r a s e  c o i n e d  by my own l a n d l a d y :

When I w o r k s ,  I works  ’ a r d ,
'“'hen I s i t s ,  I s i t s  l o o s e  . . .
And when I ’ se w o r r i e d  
I goes  to s l e e p .

* * * * * *

T h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  I s  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e ;
S . M . C .  - W i t w a t e r s r a n d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l ,  

7a ,  E s s e l e n  S t r e e t ,  H l l l b r o w  
JOHANNESBURG,  S ou t h  A f r i c a .

The v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t he  S . M . C .  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any  s t a t e m e n t  I s  bor ne  s o l e l y  by t he  a u t h o r  
o f  such s t a t e m e n t .

Any  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  t o :

The E d i t o r ,  The A u r i c l e ,  C/o the  above  a d d r e s s .
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Most  s t u d e n t s  have  by now s»en the n o t i c e s  wh i c h  have been up 
on t he  t r e e s  and n o t i c e  b oa r d s  at  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  a d v e r t i s i n g  
the  f i r s t  Annua l  C o n f e r e n c e  of  the  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Me d i c a I 
S t u d e n t s  o f  Sout h  A f r i c a .  T h i s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  to  whi ch  d e l e g a t e s  
and o b s e r v e r s  f rom f i v e  Sou t h  A f r i c a n  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l s  ( W i t s . ,  
U . C . T . ,  Du r ban ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h  and P r e t o r i a )  w i l l  be comi ng ,  w i l l  
be h e l d  a t  W i t s ,  on the 10th to t he  13th J u l y .  A g l a n c e  a t  t he  
programme w i l l  s e r v e  to  i n d i c a t e  the  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  of  
e v e n t s  t ha t  w i l l  be o f f e r e d  d u r i n g  the  C o n f e r e n c e .

The C o n f e r e n c e  p r o p e r  w i l l  dea l  w i t h  m a t t e r s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  
and b e n e f i t  to me d i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  such as n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  be t ween  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  s cho I  a r s h i p s , l o a n s ,  o v e r ­
seas  t o u r s ,  books and book p r i c e s ,  exchange  o f  s t u d e n t s  and s t a f f  
be t ween  t he  AMSSA c e n t r e s  and numerous o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  In a d ­
d i t i o n ,  t he  C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  an i n t e r - m e d i c a l  s choo l  
d e b a t e ,  v i s i t s  to h o s p i t a l s ,  e t c .

By  f a r  t h e  most  I mp o r t a n t  a s o e c t  o f  the C o n f e r e n c e  i s not 
i n c l u d e d  in t h e  programme.  The p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  made,  the 
i n d i v i d u a l  f r i e n d s  h i os  f o r g e d ,  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  o t h e r  c e n t r e s ,  
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  l anguage  and c u l t u r a l  ba c k g r ounds  i s ,
I t h i n k ,  t he  most  r e w a r d i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  t y o e  o f  C o n f e r e n c e .

At  t h i s  t r o u b l e d  s o u t h e r n  t i o  o f  a t u r b u l e n t  C o n t i n e n t ,  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s ,  as me d i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  to f o r g e  t hose  I i n-k s 
wh i ch  w i l l  ho l d  us t o g e t h e r ,  on the  b a s i s  o f  our  common s t u d e n t ­
s h i p  p r i m a r i l y ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  on the b a s i s  o f  the p r o f e s s i o n  
o f  our  c h o o s i n g .  AMSSA i s  a c o n c r e t e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  A s s o c ­
i a t i o n  and o f  t he  i n t a n g i b l e  t i e s  t h a t  make me d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  a 
communi t y  o f  s t u d e n t s .

AMSSA was born a f t e r  a b o r t i v e  a t t e m p t s  to form a n a t i o n a l  
m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  had f a i l e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  Even 
AMSSA ' s • pa r t u r 1 t i'on was d i f f i c u l t  b u t ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  t he  A s s o c ­
i a t i o n  was f o rmed on the b a s i s  o f  a n o n - r a c i a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  
i t s  member s .  I t  may be r e c a l l e d ,  w i t h  some s o r r o w ,  how I t  was 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t he  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  body a t  W i t s ,  to c ause  the 
r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t he  S . M . C .  b e c a us e  t he  then S . M . C .  had a g r e e d  to 
c e r t a i n  s t i p u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t he  e x c l u s i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  me d i c a l  
s t u d e n t s  f rom t he  A s s o c i a t i o n  and I t s  E x e c u t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
s k i n  co i ou r .

H o w e v e r ,  t he  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u r v i v e d  t h e • b i r t h  pangs and now, a t  i t s  
f i r s t  b i r t h d a y ,  w i l l  have  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  a i ms ,  
p l a n  i t s  p r o g r e s s  and work t owa r ds  the a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  a l a r g e  
a c t i v e  and busy  n a t i o n a l  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h i s  
c o n f e r e n c e  I s  a c r u c i a l  o ne ,  i f  o n l y  b ec a us e  o f  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
t h a t  have  p r e c e d e d  I t ,  and i t  w i l l  be an i n t e r e s t i n g  one ,  bec a use  
o f  t he  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  we hope w i l l  r e s u l t  f rom i t .

AMSSA i s  s t i l l  a young o r g a n i s a t i o n  - i t  i s  s t i l l  f e e l i n g  i t s  way .  
I t  i s  up to us ,  as the  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  o f  t o d a y ,  to ens u r e  t ha t  
I t w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  e x i s t  and grow t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  in y e a r s  
to come,  we w i l l  be a b l e  to  say  w i t h  p r i d e  t h a t  we were  a s s o c ­
i a t e d  w i t h  AMSSA in t he  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  I t s  e x i s t e n c e .

C L I V E  ROSENDORF F 
( P r e s i d e n t  )

A . M . S . S . A *  CON F E R EN'C E :

P L ACE : AT W I T S .  A I MS ; SEE  ABOVE A R T I C L E

T I ME :  JULY 10th - 13 th * COME ALONG AND TAKE PART
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HOW THE A .M .S .S .A . CONFERENCE CAME ABOUT
(1948 -  1959)

From t he  lOth to the I 5 1 h o f  J u l y  of  t h i s  y e a r ,  the f i r s t  Annua l  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t he  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t s  o f  Sou t h  A f r i c a  
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  In J o h a n n e s b u r g .  In I t s e l f ,  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  does 
not  seem v e r y  e v e n t f u l ,  but  l e t  us look back a t  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  
n a t i o n a l  me d i c a l  s t u d e n t  movement  to see how t h i s  y e a r ’ s m e e t i n g  
has come a bou t .

Our  h i s t o r y  t a k e s  us back IO y e a r s  t o  a " M e d i c a l  S c h o o l s  I n t e r ­
f a c u l t y  C o n f e r e n c e "  h e l d  in J o h a n n e s b u r g  e x a c t l y  IO y e a r s  ago,  I n 
J u l y  I 949,  under  the C h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  M r s .  Z .  S u s s e r  ( o f  W i t s . )  
w i t h  W i t s . ,  Cape Town and F o r t  Ha r e  in a t t e n d a n c e .  A l t h o u g h  
F o r t  H a r e  had,  and s t i l l  h a s ,  no m e d i c a l  f a c u l t y ,  t h e r e  i s  a 
f a c u l t y  o f  H y g i e n e .  He r e  we f i n d  me n t i o n  o f  a I 948 v e n t u r e  -
F . O . S . A . M . S .  ( F e d e r a t i o n  o f  South A f r i c a n  M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t s )  and,  
i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  we see t h a t  t h e r e  was much d i f f i c u l t y  in F . O . S . A . M . S .  
b e c a u s e  o f  " P r e t o r i a ' s  o b j e c t i o n  to t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  non-Eur opean  
s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Eu r op e a n  s t u d e n t s " .  Due to t h i s ,  F . O . S . A . M . S  
was d e s t i n e d  f r om t he  s t a r t  f o r  e a r l y  f a i l u r e ,  as t he  s c h o o l s  at  
S t e l l e n b o s c h  and Durban wer e  not y e t  in e x i s t e n c e ,  and o n l y  W i t s ,  
and U . C . T .  were  l e f t .

O t h e r  m a t t e r s  d i s c u s s e d  in I 949 w e r e :  C u r r i c u l a ,  s e l e c t i o n  of  
m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  f e e s ,  i n t e r f a c u l t y  c l i n i c a l  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  r e s e a r c h ,  
i n t e r n s h i p s ,  t he  s t a t u s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a t  t e a c h i n g  h o s p i t a l s ,
S . V . L . T . F .  and t he  S t u d e n t s '  H e a l t h  Schemes and t h e i r  e x t e n s i o n  
to U . C . T . , t he  s t a t u s  o f  M . S . C . ' s  in r e l a t i o n  t o  S . R . C . ' s ,  me d i c a l  
s c hoo l  a m e n i t i e s ,  and many o t h e r  t o p i c s ,  most  o f  whi ch  w i l l  form 
t he  e s s e n c e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  A . M . S . S . A .  C o n f e r e n c e .

We have  no r e c o r d s  of  what haopened  In 1950,  but  as t he  next  a t t e mp t  
S . A . M . S . U .  was f ounded  in I 95 I , 1950 must  ha v e  seen t he  death  of
F . O . S . A . M . S .  and a p e r i o d  d u r i n g  wh i ch  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in 
a n a t i o n a l  body .

In | 9 5 | we have  the " M e d i c a l  F a c u l t y  C o n f e r e n c e "  under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  
of  N . U . S . A . S .  b e i ng  he l d  i n J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  w i t h  P r e t o r i a  "or  even t ed 
f r om a t t e n d i n g  by t he  a c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  S. .N.C* F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  Con ­
f e r e n c e ,  the i t s .  S . M . C .  c o n c e i v e d  o f  the i dea  of  S . A . M . S . U .  and 
c a l l e d  a me e t i n g  in December  of  I 95 I , a t t e n d e d  by a l l  f o u r  s c h o o l s ,  
members o f  each b e i n g  e l e c t e d  on t he  E x e c u t i v e .  H e r e  i t  seemed 
as though the  a g e - o l d  f eud  ove r  r e o r e s e n t a t i o n  and c o l o u r  had 
been s e t t l e d  as t h e r e  were  members both f rom Durban and P r e t o r i a  
on t he  E x e c u t i v e .  Th i s  was too good to be t r u e  and the c o l l a p s e  
of  S . A . M . S . U .  came a f t e r  i t  had but  one E x e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g  ( i n  Cade 
Town in A p r i l ,  I 953)  j u s t  one month a f t e r  t h i s  E x e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g ,  
in f a c t .  The f a t a  h bl ow was d e l i v e r e d  by t he  P r e t o r i a  U n i v e r s i t y  
newspape r  " D i c  Do r d e b y "  when i t  ma i n t a i n e d  t h a t  W i t s ,  and U . C . T ,  
had a " g e n t l e m a n ' s  a g r e e m e n t "  w i t h  P r e t o r i a  t h a t  no non-Eur opean  
d e l e g a t e  woul d  e v e r  r e p r e s e n t  c i t h e r  of  t h e s e  two s c h o o l s .  Th i s  
was h o t l y  d e n i e d  by b o t h ,  but  t he  c o n t r o v e r s y  d i d  not s t o p  the 
work o f  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  u n t i l  l a t e r .  In t he  me a n t i me ,  the 
N . U . S . A . S .  M e d i c a l  F a c u l t y  C o n f e r e n c e  was he l d  at  D i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g , 
and in t he  m i n u t e s  of  t h i s  C o n f e r e n c e  we r ead t h a t  both ' ' " i t s .  and 
U . C . T .  had r e s i g n e d  f rom S . A . M . S . U .  As t h i s  C o n f e r e n c e  was under  
N . U . S . A . S . ,  o f  whi ch Tucs a r e  not  members ,  t h e y  were i n v i t e d  to 
send o b s e r v e r s ,  but  d e c l i n e d  to  do so.  A " J u n i o r  South A f r i c a n  
M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n "  was p r o o o s e d  at  the  me e t i n g  but  i mm e d i a t e l y  
d i s m i s s e d  f o r  r e a s o ns  wh i c h  a r e  not  made c l e a r  i n the mi n u t e s .

Thus by the  m i d d l e  of  I Q 52,  a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  a t t e mp t i n g  to 
have a n a t i o n a l  body ,  we have a r e c o r d  o f  t h r e e  a t t e m p t s ,  of  whi ch 
two m i s c a r r i e d  and one was a b o r t i v e .

In IQ 5 3,  t he  M . F . C .  was h e l d  in Caoe Town and a t t e n d e d  o n l y  by 
W i t s ,  and U . C . T .  There  was no d i s c u s s i o n  on the f o r m a t i o n  o f  a 
n a f i o n a l  body ,  but  much p r a c t i c a l  work was a c h i e v e d .



We have  no r e c o r d s  f o r  1954,  but  t h e r e  was p r e s u m a b l y  a M . F . C . ,  as 
t h e r e  was In 1955.  In 1956 t h e r e  was a v e r y  b r i e f  m e e t i n g  o f  t he  
M . F . C .  ( wh i ch  t he  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  had been e x p a n d e d  i n t o  an M . F . A . ,  
s t i l l  unde r  N . U . S . A . S . )  wh i ch  l a s t e d  o n l y  f o u r  h o u r s ,  w i t h  v e r y  
l i t t l e  b e i n g  a c h i e v e d , .  The P r e s i d e n t  who was e l e c t e d  a t  t h i s  

M e e t i n g  was a f o r m e r  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  our  S . M . C .  In J u l y  o f  
1957,  he r e q u e s t e d  the  w r i t e r  to i n f o r m t he  N . U . S . A . S .  Co n g r e s s  
t h a t  t he  M . F . A .  no l o n g e r  e x i s t e d ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  wou l d  be no d i s ­
c u s s i o n  bet ween the then V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t he  U . C . T .  M . S . C . ,
D a v i d  C l a i n ,  a s e n i o r  member o f  the M . S . C .  and t h r e e  members o f  
the  W i t s .  d e l e g a t i o n  to the C o n g r e s s  who a r e  me d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  ( i n ­
c l u d i n g  the p r e s e n t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  A . M . S . S . A .  C l i v e  Rosen d o r f f  and 
the w r i t e r ) .

I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r ma l  d i s c u s s i o n  woul d be t a k e n  up by 
t he  U . C . T .  M . S . C .  and t h a t  t hey  wou l d  c o n t a c t  t he  W i t s ,  p e o o l e  
o f f i c i a l l y .  H o w e v e r ,  in S ep t ember  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  t he  W i t s .  S . M . C .  
d e c i d e d  on p r i n c i p l e  on the f o r m a t i o n  o f  a N a t i o n a l  Un i o n  o f  
M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t s  ( N . U . M . S . )  and a p p r o a c h e d  t he  T u c s .  M . S . R .  w i t h  
a v i e w  t o  e x t e n d i n g  a J o i n t  i n v i t a t i o n  to t he  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  t o  
a t t e n d  a p r e l i m i n a r y  c o n f e r e n c e .

T h i s  now b r i n g s  us to p r e s e n t  h i s t o r y  and t he  e p i c  e v e n t s  o c c u r r i n g  
a t  t he  b e g i n n i n g  of  l a s t  y e a r .  A m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  j o i n t l y  by 
v i t s .  and Tucs .  f o r  the 6th F e b r u a r y ,  t he  W i t s ,  s ub-c ommi t t e e  
h a v i n g  a g r e e d  to t he  Tucs .  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  no n o n - w h i t e  c o u l d  r e p ­
r e s e n t  a w h i t e  s t u d e n t  ( t h e  o n l y  v o t e  a g a i n s t  b e i ng  t h a t  o f  t he  
w r i t e r ) ,  ( T h i s  m a j o r i t y  d e c i s i o n  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  ba cke d  by the  
S . M . C .  by 8 v o t e s  t o  7 t owa r ds  t he  end o f  J a n u a r y ,  1958 ) .  Cape 
Town wer e  i n f o r me d  and r e p l i e d  by t e l e g r a m  " G r e a t  news s t o p .  Any  
s t r i n g s  a t t a c h e d ? "  w i t h  a r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e  o f  i n s i g h t .  They a l s o  
i n f o r me d  us t h a t  t h e y  wou l d  o n l y  j o i n  t he  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i f  t h e r e  
were  no r a c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  any s o r t .

By t h i s  t i m e ,  m a t t e r s  had moved r a p i d l y  at  W i t s ,  and t h e  w r i t e r  
and Gabe Koz,  t he  s i x t h  y e a r  c l a s s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h a t  t he  S . M . C .  had gone a g a i n s t  the p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down by the  
s t u d e n t  body at  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  p r opos e d  a mo t i on  o f  no c o n f i d e n c e  
in the S . M . C . ,  wh i c h  was c a r r i e d  a t  a G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  on t he  7th 
o f  F e b r u a r y  ( t he  day a f t e r  t he  p r e l i m i n a r y  m e e t i n g  was h e l d  in 
J o h a n n e s b u r g  to  d i s c u s s  t he  f o r m a t i o n  o f  A . M . S . S . A . )  by a m a j o r i t y  
of  o v e r  3CO v o t e s  to 13. A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  S . M . C .  r e s i g n e d  and a 
new one was e l e c t e d .

M e a n w h i l e ,  t he  m e e t i n g  on the  6th o f  F e b r u a r y  had p r oduc e d  a ma j o r  
s t a r t l i n g  r e s u l t .  The t a b l e  was c o m p l e t e l y  t u r n e d  when S t e l l e n ­
bosch i n s i s t e d ,  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  s u r p r i s e ,  and most  o f  a l l  P r e t o r i a ' s ,  
t h a t  t h e  un i on s h o u l d  be based on s t u d e n t s h i p  a l o n e .  T h i s  had t he  
r e s u l t  o f  f o r c i n g  the  Tucs . , ,  who were  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s t i c k  to t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  p o l i c y ,  to d e c l i n e  t he  o f f e r  o f  j o i n i n g  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  
whi ch  was then f o rmed w i t h  i t s  p r e s e n t  me mber s h i p  ( W i t s . ,  S t e l l e n ­
b o s c h ,  Cape Town and D u r b a n ) .

F o l l o w i n g  on t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  each c e n t r e  shou l d  
d r a f t  a C o n s t i t u t i o n  and send them f o r w a r d  to t he  o r g a n i s e r  o f  the  
f o r t h c o m i n g  i n a u g u r a l  C o n f e r e n c e  in J u l y  o f  l a s t  y e a r  in J o h a n n e s ­
b u r g .  T h i s  was done and a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was 
a d o p t e d .  An E x e c u t i v e  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  e l e c t e d ,  as i t  was f e l t  
by t he  me e t i n g  t h a t  i f  was not empowered t o  e l e c t  an E x e c u t i v e ,  
and t h a t  c e r t a i n  c e n t r e s  wer e  not  f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to 
the  n e w l y - a d o p t e d  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

D r ,  M.  P u l e r ,  t he  i mmed i a t e  pa s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  our  S . M . C . ,  was 
e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  D r .  F r ank M d l a l o s e  of  Durban as V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t  and M r .  J a p i c  E a r l e  of  S t e l l e n b o s c h  T r e a s u r e r - S e c r e t a r y .

Towards  t he  end o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  D r .  P u l e r  was f o r c e d  t h r ough  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  to r e s i g n ,  He was s u c c e e d e d  in the  C h a i r  by C l i v e  
R o s e n d o r f f ,  t he  W i t s .  S .M . C . M i n u t e s  S e c r e t a r y .
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In p r o t e s t  at  t he  manner  o f  Dr .  R u l e r ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  and d e s p i t e  
a p p e a l s  f rom the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  not  to do so ,  t he  S e c r e t a r y -  
T r e a s u r e r  r e s i g n e d  h i s  p o s t ,  whi ch  w i l l  now be f i l l e d  at  t he  
C o n f e r e n c e  In J u l y ,

The h i s t o r y  o f  A . M . S . S . A .  and i t s  f o r m a t i o n  o b v i o u s l y  c e n t r e s  
a r ound  the m a t t e r  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by n o n - w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  o f  w h i t e  
s t u d e n t s ,  but t h i s  does no l o n g e r  a p p e a r  t o  be a m a t t e r  o f  l i f e  
and dea t h  f o r  A . M . S . S . A .  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  a g r e a t  p i t y  t h a t  P r e t o r i a  
a r e  not  w i t h  u s , .  Ho w e v e r ,  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  w i t h  a s u c c e s s f u l  
C o n f e r e n c e  t h i s  y e a r  ( and i t  shows e v e r y  s i gn  o f  b e i n g  a s u c c e s s ) ,  
and a s t r o n g  E x e c u t i v e  to c a r r y  out  t he  work o f  t he  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,
A . M . S . S . A ,  w i l l  j u s t i f y  t he  f a i t h  o f  t he  300 s t u d e n t s  who vo t e d  
at  " " i t s ,  l a s t  y e a r ,  and w i l l  not s u f f e r  the  f a t e  meted out  to 
F . O . S . A . M . S . ,  S . A . M . S . U .  and the M . F . A .  - M . F . C .

PETER ARNOLD

The Editor, 
The Auricle.

Dear S ir ,

CGlirEdENCE - SURGEONS vs. PHYSICIANS i l l

Resdoc, Esselen Street, 
JOHANNESBURG.
20t!i i-iay, 1959

It  was indeed an unfortunate experience for us to be present at the discussion which followed 
the presentation of papers on the third evening of your Annual Conference (20th hay, 1959). We com­
pliment the speakers on the high standard of presentation of the ir respective subjects, but we were 
appalled and dismayed by the course of the subsequent discussion. He ourselves had nothing positive 
to add and, therefore, made no contribution.

11 was a sad occasion to see men of vast experience, high qualification and abi lity , indulge 
in bickering on the re la tive  merits of surgery or medicine as a therapeutic measure in peptic ulceration.

Has medicine not already been retarded su ffic ien tly  by a prejudiced sectional approach? Are 
these separate bodies of physicians and surgeons in the healing art, or are we a ll not united in our 
attempt to elucidate the fundamental causation of human i l l  health?

lie are of the opinion that occasions such as these should be used for more profitable thought 
inspiring discussion, rather than to participate in s te r ile  unproductive critic ism .

Wo arc, Yours etc. C. BECKERLI MG C. DOMIIIIIGER

STUDENT "SPECI ALU NG"
The Editor, -------------------
The Auricle.

S ir ,
I would like  (through your columns) to express a few views cn the subject of student special ling.

As you know, students on "Ward Duty" in Surgical Units are now expected to "specia l" c r i t ic a lly  i l l  
patients, I rea lise  that i t  is  v ita l ly  important for these patients to be special led, but why must 
students do th is job? surely that is what nurses are for? What benefit does a student gain from 
s itting  for hours at a patient's bedside and taking B .P . 's  and pulses every quarter hour and then s t i l l  
have to attend lectures during the day?

As a future doctor, I do not mind performing an art of "mercy" but perhaps some of the senior members 
of the nursing s ta ff could show some appreciation for the l i t t le  bit that v;o do - or.e of my colleagues 
was evicted from a ward by the s iste r at 7 a.m. (a fte r  special ling there for the night) because i t  was 
breakfast timel - that's  gratitude for youl

Sorry for moaning but now i t 's  off my chest and I have to be off to special a patient.

4th YEAR GIIOANER

ED: What do other students think of th is subject?- Le t 's  hear from you.
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Sorry for saying that you were lonely June St--rt.

+ + +
Ten certain g ir ls  and one tutor -sister had a party 
last week - between them they finished o ff four 
bottles of champagne - and so eleven ladies slept 
very well last Thursday night - or did you forget 
where the brake was on your bed Hiss H---- n.

+ + +
A certain male-nurse (cum Medical Student) got 
himself a blue eye at Medical In tervars ity  - no 
names mentioned - Nev.

+ + +

SHORTIES

Patient awakening from op: Well, Doc. was the 
op. successful?

White coated man: Sorry, I'm S t. Peteri 

+ + +

White B e lt : Do you realise that I don't know who 
I am? I was le ft on a doorstep.

Student: (sym pathetically) Gee, maybe you're
a bottl e of mi Ik i

+ + +
Mother: (entering unexpectedly) Well I neveri 

Daughter: But mother, you must have.

+ + +
Mother: Jimmy do you like  your new nurse?

Jimmy: I hate her, I 'd  like  to grab her and
bite her neck like  daddy does.

+ + +
NEWS IN BRIEF:

Ward 32 patients very successful at bolting party. 
Mavis McCalium - Gold Medal; Janet Pearce - S ilv e r  
Medal and Paddy Zyistra  - Honours in Prac. Tell 
us, Janet, were you rea lly  weeping quietly in 
Ward 32 last Monday night?

Who hung Tom Dooley up in Ward 32?

November f in a lis ts  are already doing prac.
Good luck g ir ls  - don't panic . . .  just take i t  easy*

Fabulous party at Joan v .d . W alt's f la t  last week.
I hear rumours that one of the g ir ls  was married 
at the party - congratulations J .  with the light 
brown ha ir.

+ + +
Colleen Godwin; Magda Visser; Jan Pearce;.
Pam A inslie; Paddy Zyistra (and others) - a 
bunch of ruffians in Ward 32, What's i t  th is 
time g irls? - In fective  Hep, or Glandular Fever?

+ + +
The new bunch of white-belts on the Wards are 
rea lly  worth looking at - and l believe that 
many of them can "Rock? like queens.

+ + +
God speed to g ir ls  leaving the Gen. to do the ir 
“Hidders" at the V ic, Addington or overseas.

+ + +

He grabbed me by my slender neck 
I could not ye ll or scream 
He dragged me to his bedroom where 
We could not be seen 
He threw aside my flimsy wraps 
And gazed upon my form 
I was cold and ch illy  
He was nice and warm

He pressed his feverish lips to mine 
I could not make him stop 
He drank my very l i fe  away 
I could not ca ll a cop 
He made me what I am today 
Naked, used up, thrown away 
That is  why you see me hero 
An empty, broken bottle of beer
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b e l t ' n g p a r t y

Belting Parties  come and gcI - but somehow last week's a ffa ir  was d ifferent . . .  56 g irls  took the 
"Pledge c f Service" - the biggest group ever.

A Gold Medal was awarded . . .  for the f ir s t  time in six years . . .  the Hugh Solomon Hall was packed to 
the teeth, Ds, Esterhuizen opened the proceedings on a sombre note with a Prayer of Thanks and then 
in light-heared vein, welcomed the speakers, v is ito rs  and nurses.

During Miss Payne's ta lk , I spent a bit of time looking at the g ir ls  s itt in g  in the front rows on the 
le f t  of the hall and wondering what they were thinking of. Three years is  not a helluva long time but 
in a hosp ita l,11 l i fe "  is  concentrated and these g ir ls  have seen more happiness, misery, anguish and 
humanity during th e ir training than most people see in-a lifetim e. Miss Payne's speech was c lear, 
honest and down to earth. She outlined the qua lities  expected of a nurse and soundly congratulated the 
g ir ls  "graduating". Many of the g ir ls  must have been s itt in g  there thinking of l i t t l e  episodes which 
might have occurred during the ir tra in ing. Perhaps thoughts of P .T .S ., of the yearning to get into 
the wards or perhaps a sad thought of the f i r s t  death encountered.

The other day I saw a "white belt" break down in g rie f when a patient of hers died. At the Belting 
Party I wondered how any of these g ir ls  would react - they would not cry i f  a patient of theirs died - 
why? - what happens to a g ir l 's  soul between her white-belt days and her light-blue-belt days? Some 
people say that they become "hardened" but the truth is  that the g ir ls  do not throw out the tender 
compassion which causes a white-belt to weep at a death-bed but rather they temper the ir compassion 
and make i t  more pliable and more a sourco of strength to others.

Was Jenny Dingwall perhaps remembering a happy patient snatched from death's hand or Paddy Zylstra 
visualising  a f ir s t  firm party or Biddy Abery thinking of her f ir s t  day in theatre or Lorna Orren of 
long winter nights spent on duty or Joan Dunstan of class tests while in "block" or Elaine Davie perhaps 
of Ward 32 or Molly Beveridge of the night before writing fin a ls  when she was dwaaling around H ill brow 
instead of swotting?

The g ir ls  were a ll s itt in g  poker-faced but what was going on inside those minds? I suppose a ll in all 
there must have been thoughts on every facet of nursing l i fe  - the quarrels, parties, doctors' patients, 
trays, block, friends - h e ll, everything!

Prof, du P less is , the Professor of Surgery, made a speech which was inspiring and thought-provoking for 
these g ir ls .  General Nursing Exams are over but now the danger arises that they may not keep up with 
the unimaginable progresses to be made in medicine but may cling to the ideas they've just spent three 
years learning. Prof, du Plessis urged the g ir ls  not to fa ll into th is trap although they had no 
further exams to force them to "keep up to scratch". The Prof, stressed the need for altering one's 
approach as the v ita l science of medicine and unearthed new ideas and problems.

As the ir names were called out, the successful g ir ls  came up to receive the ir belts from Mrs. du Plessis 
( In  the Prelim. exam, eight g ir ls  were in the Honours Division - Nurses Edwards, Greenblatt, Ivey,
Kahn, McDougal, Neilson, Pearce and Sjoldhammer - of these Pearce was most outstanding and won the 
Sister-Tutor's prize.) Some ambled along - others walked sw iftly  and others just about ran but on 
every face there was the quick smile of achievement. Among the fin a lis ts  - as Dr. M ills  put i t  - 
a ll did well; some did exceptionally well and of these, some sc in tilla ted  brightly.

Kammy Kamstra achieved Double Honours - i .e .  in Prac. and Theory and the following got Honours in Prac: 
Male Nurse Beyte ll, Marlene Friedmond, Nurse Venter, Daphne Mullins, S. Smedsvick and Paddy Sy ls tra . 
Beside these g ir ls , another 50 "passed-out". The hush in the hall was like a mist when Matron was 
busy announcing the top honours and prizes- Daph. Mullins received the Chief Matron's prize for top 
performance in Prac. and Oral; Mavis McCall urn was very i l l  on Monday evening but I'm sure that she 
fe lt  quite a bit better when she heard that she was the blighter who won the Gold Medal - f ir s t  one 
presented for six years and f in a lly ,  Kammy "Drummer g ir l"  Kamstra won the Banfield Prize fo r 
d istinction in a ll f ie ld s  of nursing. The g irls  quietly and quickly formed a pageant group on the 
stage and said the "Pledge of Service" Oath in a manner both humble and sincere.

Dr. M ills  extended a vote of thanks and invited a ll to tea. Tomorrow - back to work!!!
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R U G B Y ; MEDI CS  HAMMER EN G IN EERS  1st  X V ; RESULT M ED ICS  WON 6-3
Wei  I s t e a d  - I t r y  Le i  ben b e r g  - I p e n a l t y

M e d i c a l  Team;  K.  L i g h t  I I ,  0 .  K a l k  I I ,  R.  M e y e r s  I I ,  B .  C o c h r a n e  V,
B .  E v a ns  I I I ,  M . T u r n e r  I I , F .  Rademan I I I  ( C a p t a i n ) ,
F .  B e r n s t e t n  I V ,  R.. R o u s e ! !  ( V .  Cao t a I n ) ,  Wh I f  f  I e r I I ,
C.  Smar t  111, C .  L l e b e n b e r g  I V ,  A .  R u b i n ,  K r oon  I ,
M.  W e l l s t e a d  I I .

D e s p i t e  t he  f a c t  t h a t  the  E n g i n e e r s  had an e x t r e m e l y  s t r o n g  s i d e  oo 
on p a p e r ,  ( H a r d l e ,  K .  V i l j o e n ,  H e y n s ,  Van H e e r d e n ,  Swan,  D.  V l l j o e n ,  
J a c o b s o n ,  and Young have  a l l  p l a y e d  f o r  W i t s ,  f i r s t s  a t  some t i m e ) ,  
t he  M e d i c s  p l a y e d  good ,  ha r d  rugby  wh i ch  s u r p a s s e d  even t he  h i g h e s t  
hopes o f  t h e i r  most  a r d e n t  s u o p o r t e r s  and g a i n e d  a w e l l  d e s e r v e d  
v i c t o r y .  The E n g i n e e r s ’ p o i n t s  came f r om an u n c o n v e r t e d  t r y  by.-. 
D i c k i e  V i l j o e n .  For  the M e d i c s ,  C o l i n  L i e b e n b e r g  put  o v e r  a 
p e n a l t y  and M i k e  W e l l s t e a d  g a l l o p e d  o v e r  f o r  an u n c o n v e r t e d  t r y ,  
f o l l o w i n g  a good run by O t t o  K a l k .

Our  f o r w a r d s  p l a y e d  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l ,  g i v i n g  t h e  backs  a good 
s h a r e  o f  the  b a l l  both from the  scrums and the  l i n e - o u t s  and 
p l a y i n g  l i k e  t i g e r s  in t he  l o o s e  - e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  3 l o os e  f o r w a r d s  - 
S m a r t ,  K r oon  and W e l l s t e a d  - who a l l  p l a y e d  f i r s t  r a t e  games.
The backs  were  good r a t h e r  than b r i l l i a n t  and d i d  w e l l  to keep 
the s t r o n g  E n g i n e e r s ’ l i n e  f rom s c o r i n g  more t han o n c e .

A l l  In a l l ,  i t  was an e x c i t i n g ,  e n j o y a b l e  ma t c h ,  p l a y e d  In t he  , 
usua l  i n t e r f a c u l t y  f r i e n d l y  f a s h i o n  and d e s e r v e d l y  won by the 
’’boys f r om up t he  Hi  I I ” .

2nd X V ; RESULT M ED ICS  LOST

Med ? caI  T earn; E .  L i e b e n b e r g  I ,  T.  Ga I  a11o I I ,  F .  S p i r o  I V ,
G .  R o s s e t  I I ,  A.  P r i c e  V,  M . ' K e w  I V ,  ( V .  C a p t a i n ) ,
E .  F l n b e r g  I V ,  J .  Downi ng I V ,  M.  L owe n t ha l  ( Ca p ' t . )  
Z y b u t z  I I ,  L.  W i l l i a m s  I I ,  L.  Page I I ,  A .  G o u l d ,
J .  van  Wyk ,

The E n g i n e e r s  f i e l d e d  a v e r y  s t r o n g  second  s i d e  - most  o f  whom 
p l a y  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  ’ V a r s i t y .  They p l a y e d  good ru gb y  and o u t ­
c l a s s e d  the  M e d i c s .  The E n g i n e e r s  l a i d  t he  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
V i c t o r y  a t  f o r w a r d  where  t h e y  were s u p e r i o r  i n e v e r y  a s p e c t .
F i n a l  S c o r e  - l o s t  coun t  a t  20J

OLD CROCKS; The O l d  Crocks p l a y e d  a good game and he ld  a s u p e r i o r  
E n g i n e e r s ’ team to 3 - 6.

HOCKEY; G r e a s e  Monkeys  won 5 - 1 ,  O u t s t a n d i n g  p l a y e r s  on
M e d i c s  s i d e  were  G e r a l d  L a m o e r t ,  K e i t h  He i mann and 
Wo I f  Ra k u s i n .
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The most  c o mp r e h e n s i v e  se t  o f  i n v e s t I g a t i o n s  e v e r  made on 
the  Bushman - and p r o b a b l y  on any f r i b e  or  r a c e  in A f r i c a  .- i s  
ah p r e s e n t  unde r  way .  The e x p e d i t i o n  has been o r g a n i s e d  by 
the  K a l a h a r i  Research'  Comm i t t e e  o f  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  the  W i t - 
w a t e r s r a n d  on ge ne r o us  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom the N u f f i e l d  
F o u n d a t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  W i n t e r  E x p e d i t i o n  f o l l o w s  e a r l i e r  
f i e l d - s t u d i e s  in t h i s  ' s e r i e s  in A u g u s t - S e p t  ember ,  1953,  and 
J a n u a r y ,  1959,  By t he  end o f  t he  p r e s e n t  e x p e d i t i o n ,  a l mos t  
40 s c i e n t i s t s  and a s s i s t a n t s  f rom J o h a n n e s b u r g  w i l l  have  spent  
v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s  o f  t i me  s t u d y i n g  t he  Bushman o v e r  t he  two y e a r s .

The f i r s t  l eg o f  t he  W i n t e r  E x p e d i t i o n  l e f t  J o h a n n e s b u r g  on 
S a t u r d a y ,  6th J u n e ,  under  t he  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  D r .  C y r i l  Wyndham,  
d i r e c t o r  o f  the A o p l i e d  P h y s i o l o g y  L a b o r a t o r y  o f  the Chamber  of  
M i n e s .  The ma i n  p a r t y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  12 . members ,  w i l l  l e a v e  on 
29th J u n e ,  unde r  t he  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  P r o f e s s o r  P h i l l i p  V,  T o b i a s ,  
head o f  the  De p a r t me n t  o f  Ana t omy  o f  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e ' W i t -  
w a t e r s r a n d  and c ha i r ma n  o f  t he  K a l a h a r i  R e s e a r c h  C o m mi t t e e .  I t  
w i l l  spend some f i v e  weeks among the C e n t r a l  Bushmam in t he  
v i c i n i t y  o f  G h a n z i ,  In the  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  the  K a l a h a r i .

In an i n t e r v i e w  t o d a y ,  P r o f e s s o r  T o b i a s  s a i d  t h a t  t he  a im o f  t h i s  
s e r i e s  o f  e x p e d i t i o n s  was a s y s t e m a t i c  s t udy  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
of  t he  K a l a h a r i .  " Of  t he  f i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o ups  in B c c h u a n a l a n d  
W h i t e s ,  T s w a n a - s p e a k i n g  A f r i c a n s ,  H o t t e n t o t s ,  Bushmen and B a s t a r d s  
p r i d e  o f  p l a c e  i s  b e i n g  g i v e n  in our  s t u d i e s  to the  Bushmen.

" T h i s  I s  not  so much b e c a us e  t h e i r  numbers  a r e  d w i n d l i n g  - 
f o r  our  r e c e n t  e s t i m a t e s  s ugge s t  t h a t  as many as 50 , 0 00  Bushmen 
may s t i l l  be a l i v e  - but  bec a use  the s u r v i v i n g  Bushmen a r e  b e i n g  
s u b j e c t e d  to p r e s s u r e s  whi ch t h r e a t e n  r a p i d l y  to change  t h e i r  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e .  They a r e  a nomadi c  p e o p l e ,  l i v i n g  at  t he  
h u n t i n g  and f o o d - g a t h e r i n g  l e v e l  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  and as s uc h ,  p r o ­
v i d e  us w i t h  one o f  t he  f ew o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a nywhe r e  in t he  wo r l d  
t o d a y ,  to s t u d y  man unde r  t h e s e  v i r t u a l l y  S t o n e  Age c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  e x i s t e n c e "  he s a i d .  " H o w e v e r ,  under  t he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c a t t l e ­
own i ng  W h i t e s  and A f r i c a n s ,  p e r h a p s  as many as 401m o f  t he  l i v i n g  
Bushmen have  a l r e a d y  abandoned p a r t l y  or  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e i r  o l d  
h a z a r d o u s  mode o f  l i f e  in f a v o u r  o f  t he  s e c u r e r  s o u r c e s  o f  food 
wh i ch  a g r i c u l t u r e  and d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  e n t a i l .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
w i t h  some sense  o f  u r ge nc y  t h a t  the K a l a h a r i  R e s e a r c h  Commi t t ee  
o f  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  has embarked upon i t s  s e r i e s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
The f i r s t ' t w o  y e a r s  o f  work have  been m a i n l y  o f  a human b i o l o g i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r ,  but i t  i s  hoped t h a t  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and l i n q u i s t i c  
s t u d i e s  w i l l  f o l l o w " .

D r .  Wyndham’ s p a r t y  i s  s t u d y i n g  t he  way in wh i ch  t he  Bushmen 
a dap t  to t he  heat  of  t he  K a l a h a r i  day and the b i t t e r  c o l d  o f  i t s  
W i n t e r  n i g h t s|  t he y  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  m a i n l y  w i t h  the  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  
me c ha n i s ms .

P r o f e s s o r  T o b i a s ’ p a r t y  i s  c o n c e r n e d  to e l u c i d a t e  a number 
o f  p r ob l ems  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t he  p e c u l i a r  a n a t o m i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of  
the  Bushmen.  T h e i r  r a c i a l  make-up and a f f i n i t i e s  w i l l  be deduced 
f rom hundr eds  o f  mea s u r e me n t s  and o t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  whi ch w i l l  be 
made on each i n d i v i d u a l .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t he  b l o o d - g r o u p s  of  t he  
Bushmen w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  w i t h  t he  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f  D r .  A.  
Zou t endyk  o f  the  S . A ,  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h ,  and

9 .



D r ,  A . E .  Mourant  o f  the N u f f i e l d  B lood  Group C e n t r e  in London,  
B l ood-groups  p r o v i d e  a v a l u a b l e  source  o f  e v idence  about  the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  peop le  and may h e lp  to answer  the  d i f f i c u l t  
problem o f  r e l a t i o n  between the 3ushmen and the Negroes  and 
Pyg mies ,  G e n e t i c a l  and n u t r i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  w i l l  be i n c lu d e d  
and the group is  hoping to f o l l o w  up c e r t a i n  I deas  t h a t  some 
of  the ana to mi ca l  un iqueness  of  t he  Bushmen may depend on a 
d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g  o f  t he  d u c t l e s s  ( e n d o c r i n e )  g l a n d s .  F i n g e r ­
p r i n t  p a t t e r n s ,  ano th e r  Impor t an t  source  of  c o m p ar a t i v e  data 
among r a c e s ,  and the I n c i d e n c e  o f  the gene f o r  c o l o u r - b l i n d n e s s ,  
w i l l  a l s o  be a s s e s s e d .  P r o f e s s o r  Tob ias  w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  by 
M r .  T.W.  Kaufman and t h r e e  s t u d e n t s ,  M. Bobrow,  R, P l o t k i n  and 
J ,  K u h n e r t .  Mr* Bobrow has worked w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  Tobi as  among 
the V a l l e y  Tonga o f  t he  K a r l b a  a r e a ;  w h i l e  Mr .  P l o t k i n  has 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a p r e v i o u s  e x p e d i t i o n  to the  Bushmen.

The party,  w i l l  be accompanied by D r .  H . J .  H e i n z ,  s e n i o r  
l e c t u r e r  In P a t h o l o g y  at  the U n i v e r s i t y ' s  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l ;  h i s  
s p e c i a l  o b j e c t  w i l l  be to s tudy  the p a r a s i t e s  a f f l i c t i n g  the  
Bushmen. A no t he r  branch of  work w i l l  be t h a t  o f  Dr .  J . F .  van 
Reenen,  l e c t u r e r  In D e n t i s t r y ,  who w i l l  s tudy  the  t e e t h  and 
s a l i v a  of  the Bushmen; he w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  by a d en t a l  s t u d e n t ,

M r ,  J , M .  van Hee rden ,  D r .  van Reenen a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  In the 
1958 e x p e d i t i o n  to the K a l a h a r i  and made some impor t an t  o b s e r ­
v a t i o n s  on the low I n c i d e n c e  of  d e n t a l  decay  and on the  b a c t e r i a  
in the mouth of  the Bushmen,

Yet  a n o t h e r  branch o f  the e x p e d i t i o n  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  
the  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t i n g  o f  the  Bushmen, Th is  work w i l l  be 
c a r r i e d  out by Dr ,  H. Reuning of  the N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Pe r so nne l  R e s e a r c h .

D r ,  Reuning,  who w i l l  be accompanied by h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  M i s s  
S .  F r l d j o h n  and by h i s  w i f e ,  has a l s o  p r e v i o u s l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  In r e ­
sea rch  work in the K a l a h a r i .

The p r e s e n t  W i n t e r  E x p e d i t i o n  w i l l  mark the end o f  the f i r s t  
c y c l e  o f  e x p e d i t i o n s  and i t  I s  p l anned  to p u b l i s h  a book about 
the end o f  I960 c o n t a i n i n g  a l l  the  r e s u l t s  o f  the  s e r i e s  o f  f i e l d -  
s t u d i e s .  Then i t  I s  hoped to beg in  a new c y c l e  of  e x p e d i t i o n s  in
1961; among the peop les  P r o f e s s o r  Tob ies  I s  hoping to  g i ve  second 
p r i o r i t y  to a r e  the group o f  about  1,000 H o t t e n t o t s  l i v i n g  in the 
sou the rn  p a r t  o f  Bechuana I  and,  near  Lehu tu .  They a r e  the n e a r es t  
l a r g e  group o f  H o t t e n t o t s  to Johannesburg  - not more than 600 
m i l e s  away.  They escaped from the o ld  German South-West  A f r i c a  
to the  B r i t i s h  P r o t e c t o r a t e  more than 50 y e a r s  ago.

I t  I s  hoped th a t  the proposed I n s t i t u t e  f o r  the S tudy o f  Man 
In A f r i c a  w i l l  c o - o r d i n a t e  and extend such r e s e a r c h e s  ove r  l a r g e  
segments of  the p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Sou the rn  and C e n t r a l  A f r i c a .

SOCCER CLUB

Th is  y e a r  the C lub has been m o d e r a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  and at  the  moment, 
the f i r s t  team I s  t h i r d  In i t s  l eague and may s t i l l  be a b l e  to  o v e r ­
haul  t he  l e a d e r s .  M ed i c s  who have f i g u r e d  in teams t h i s  y e a r  a r e
Sadowsky I I ,  Nathan and G e f f i n  I I I ,  F r l e d b e r g  IV and L ev in  V.

These p l a y e r s  have formed the core o f  s u c c e s s f u l  med i ca l  school  
teams who have t h i s  f a r  ga ined  v i c t o r i e s  o v e r  the  E n g i n e e r s  and Tucs .

The C lub  I s  t h i s  y e a r  host  to 5 v i s i t i n g  U n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  the S . A .  
U n i v e r s i t i e s  Tournament from 30th June to 4th J u l y  and anybody 
i n t e r e s t e d  can watch good games p l a y e d  in g rea t  s p i r i t  d u r in g  the 
morn ings  and a f t e r n o o n s  on these  d a t e s .  W i t s ,  have won the t roph y  
f o r  the l a s t  two ye a r s  and are hope fu l  of  making i t  a h a t - t r i c k  and 
w i l l  no doubt b e n e f i t  from wha tev e r  s p e c t a t o r  suppor t  t hey  can g e t .
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In a house in T e r r a c e  Road in B e r t r a m s  S u b u r b ,  a sma l l  q r ouo  o f  
wo n d e r f u l  p e o p l e  a r e  wo r k i n g  wonder s  - f rom w i t h o u t  "The  Ha ml e f  
l ooks  l i k e  any  o t h e r  d w e l l i n g  in t he  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  but  i f  one 
s t e p s  i n s i d e ,  one I s  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n t o  a n o t h e r  w o r l d  - f o r  "The  
H a m l e t ' ’ I s  a s choo l  f o r  backwa r d  and m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  c h i l d r e n .

The s choo l  was s t a r t e d  by a b r a v e  woman who had a Mongol  c h i l d  - 
t he  i n i t i a l  e n r o l me n t  was 5 c h i l d r e n  - now the  s choo l  has 70 c h i l d r e n  
unde r  i t s  w i n g ,  a t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  o f  6 w o n d e r f u l  P e o p l e ,  a p r o f e s s i o n ­
a l  c ommi t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  I s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  2 ( h o n o r a r y )  d o c t o r s  and 
a p s y c h o m c t r I s t , an e x e c u t i v e  co mmi t t e e  and a f und  r a i s i n g  c o mm i t t e e .

One has r ead  c o u n t l e s s  n o v e l s  and s t o r i e s  - a l l  t oo o f t e n  we f i n d  
the f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e  o f  t he  V i l l a g e  I d i o t  who e i t h e r  wander s  a i m­
l e s s l y  a r ound  t he  v i l l a g e  or  l i v e s  l i k e  an an i ma l  on a sma l l  s t r i p  
o f  l and  or  i s  l o cke d  up by h i s  s h a m e - f i l l e d  r e l a t i v e s  in an a t t i c  
or  c e l l a r  away f rom t he  p r y i n g  eyes  o f  t he  v i l l a g e r s .  Many w i l l  
say " S u r e l y  t he  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  to  M e n t a l  D i s e a s e  has changed - 
p e o o l e  d o n ’ t t r e a t  m e n t a l l y  i l l  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h a t  any  mo r e "  - but  
t hey  d o .

At  the s c h o o l ,  I hea r d  t a l e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  who had been abandoned  by 
t h e i r  h o r r i f i e d  p a r e n t s  - c h i l d r e n  who were  l i v i n n  in fowl  runs or  
in t he  b a c k y a r d s  - c h i l d r e n  r u n n i n g  a r ound  u n c l o t h e d  and un f e d ,  
abandoned  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s  bec a use  t h e y  were  Mo n g o l ,  C r e t i n  or  
M e n t a l l y  D e f e c t i v e  - c h i l d r e n  who were  l o c k e d  up in da rk  rooms to 
keep o r y i n q  eyes  o f f l "  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  o n l y  r e f e r s  to  a v e r y  
sma l l  number o f  t he  c h i l d r e n  a t  t he  s choo l  - t he  g r e a t e r  m a j o r i t y  
a r e  c h i l d r e n  o f  com p a s s i o n  a t e  p a r e n t s  who-a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  to do 
e v e r y t h i n g  in t h e i r  power  to r ecompense  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  N a t u r e ’ s 
m i s c a r r i a g e  - bu t -wha t  i s  t he  u l t i m a t e  end f o r  a l l  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ?  
P a r e n t s  age and pass  o f f  t he  s cene  - who w i l l  c a r e  f o r  t he  ment a l  
d e f e c t i v e ?  Who w i l l  o r o v i d e  house  and home f o r  them?  . . .  Who?

The s choo l  run by t he  S o c i e t y  f o r  W e l f a r e  o f  B a c k wa r d  and R e t a r d e d  
P e r s o n s  at  " The  H a m l e t "  a t t e m p t s  to  answer  t h i s  . . .  " W h o ? "  At  the 
s c h o o l ,  a t t e m p t s  a r c  made to d e v e l o p  the  a b i l i t i e s  and s e l f  s u f ­
f i c i e n c y  o f  t he  r e t a r d e e s .  A l l  have  I . m . ’ s o f  b e l o w  50 - t h e r e f o r e ,  
a c a d e mi c  a c h i e v e m e n t  f a d e s  i n t o  the  b a c k gr o und  and t he  p rob l em o f  
l i v i n g  becomes more i m p o r t a n t .  Woodwor k ,  n e e d l e w o r k ,  games,  e t c .  
a r c  v e r y  i mp o r t a n t  in t he  s c h o o l ' s  c u r r i c u l u m .  The c h i l d  must  be 
s o c i a I i s e d .

I saw one boy wo r k i ng  h a p p i l y  w i t h  a saw 
s choo l  he used to spend most  o f  h i s  t i me  
A n o t h e r  boy was a c h r o n i c  t h i e f  - now he 
b e i n g  a c c e p t a b l e  as a c i t i z e n  - In o t h e r  
i s e d .

The go v e r nme n t  docs  not  a c c e p t  r c s p o n s i b l ’ t y  f o r  R e t a r d e e s  and 
ivi e n t a l  D e f e c t i v e s  - t he  e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  such as W ; t r e n d  
a r e  f u l l  - so t h i s  " H a m l e t "  must  not  be a l l o w e d  to c r u mb l e .
M r s .  Owens the p r i n c i p a l ,  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  an e s t i m a t e d  
2 , 000  p e o o l e  n e e d i n g  such h e l p  on the R e e f  and J o h a n n e s b u r g .  Th i s  
s choo l  want s  t o  h e l p  them.

The c h i l d r e n  at  the s c hoo l  r ange  f rom ages  of  3 y e a r s  to  24 y e a r s .  
They a r e  f e t c h e d  by " U n c l e  T e d ’ s "  ambu l ance  f rom t h e i r  homes and 
t aken  to t he  s c h o o l .  The r e  t h e y  have t he  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  -

- b e f o r e  he came to the  
h i d i n g  under  a t a b l e !
I s  mak i nq  s t r i d e s  t owa r ds  
wo r d s ,  he i s  b e i no  s o c i a l "



woodwork ,  s e w i n g ,  r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g  t o  some e x t e n t ,  m u s i c a l  
i n s t r u m e n t s  - a n y t h i n g  to o c c u p y  the  t i me  and s l o w l y  but  s u r e l y  
make f u l l  use of  t h e  d e f e c t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  The c h i l d r e n  a r e  
f e d  w h i l e  a t  s choo l  and t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  i s c l o s e l y  wa t c he d  
by t he  s t a f f .  A l r e a d y  3 c h i l d r e n  have had t h e i r  I . Q . ’ s r a i s e d  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  to  e n a b l e  them to e n t e r  ’' n o r m a l ” s c h o o l s .  When 
the  t i me  comes,  t he  s c ho o l  a t t e m p t s  to f i n d  s h e l t e r e d  employment 
f o r  t he  r e t a r d e c s .

What  o f  t he  f u t u r e ?

The aim o f  t he  S o c i e t y  i s  to b u i l d  a h o s t e l  f o r  i t s  " w a r d s ” , w h e r e  
t he y  w i l l  be s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  u s e f u l  c i t i z e n s  i n s t e a d  
of  h a v i n g  to push them out  i n t o  a h i g h l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  ( and to  them 
u n c o m p r e h e n s i b I e ) w o r l d .  Remember t he  S o c i e t y  I s  not  a i d e d  f i n ­
a n c i a l l y  by the G o v e r n me n t .

" What  has t h i s  to do w i t h  m e ? ”  you may ask - "W here  do I come i n ? ”
A v e r y  good q u e s t i o n  w i t h  a v e r y  good a n s w e r .  T h i s  s choo l  I s  at  
p r e s e n t  unde r  e x t r e me  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i n  - the  cos t  o f  r u n n i n g  t he  
s c ho o l  i s £500 per  month - t he  money f o r t h c o m i n g  f rom p a r e n t s ’ con ­
t r i b u t i o n s  I s  £120 - wher e  must  t he  r e s t  come f ro m ?  As  a s t u d e n t  
m y s e l f ,  I h a r d l y  e x p e c t  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o  make cash c o n t r i b u t i o n s  - 
but  you can h e l p .

The s choo l  u r g e n t  I y ‘ needs  m a t e r i a l s  f o r ’ t he  c l a s s e s  - p a p e r s ,  
o e n c i l s ,  f e l t ,  woo l ,  n e e d l e s ,  o l d  t o o l s ,  t i m b e r ,  c o r k s ,  c l o t h ,  
t e n n i s  b a l l s ,  s a n d p a p e r ,  c h i l d r e n ’ s books - j u s t  about  a n y t h i n g  
c o u l d  be put  t o  use  by the s t a f f  - e i t h e r  t o  g i v e  to t he  c h i l d r e n  
f o r  use  in c l a s s e s  o r  to a c t u a l l y  i mpr ove  "The  ' Haml e t ”  i t s e l f .
A r a i l  must  be e r e c t e d  to s u p p o r t  t he  s e m i - s p a s t i c  c h i l d r e n .
O l d  M eccano  s e t s  a r e  i d e a l  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y .  U t c n s i  I s 
a r e  needed f o r  the  k i t c h e n .  A d o l l ’ s house wou l d  be u n b e l i e v i n g l y  
we l come to t he  l i t t l e  g i r l s .  O l d  c h i l d r e n ’ s c l o t h i n g  to  keep 
some o f ' t h e s e  k i d s  warm in our  w i n t r y  w e a t h e r  i s  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d .  
C r a y o n s ,  o i c t u r e  book s ,  c a r d b o a r d ,  o l d  f u r n i t u r e ,  l e a t h e r  - 
a n y t h i n g  woul d be o f  u s e .

N e x t t e r m  an appea l  w i l l  be made t o  s t u d e n t s  t o  s u o p o r t  t h i s  nob l e  
cause  - d u r i n g  t he  v a c ,  have a ’ l o o k - s e e ’ a r ound  y ou r  d w e l l i n g s  
and see i f  you have  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  may be o f  use to t h e  s c h o o l .
Put  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a s i d e  and b r i n g  them to M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  next  term 
when a sked  to do so .

Remember; You s e r v e  y o u r s e l f  b e s t  by s e r v i n g  o t h e r s .

HAVE YOU ANY * * •

WOOD CRAYONS

OLD TOYS D I S C A R D E D  C L O T H I N G

K I T C H E N  U T E N S I L S SPORTS K I T

TOY DOLLS OLD CORKS

OLD MECCANO SET S W I RE

P I C T U R E  BOOKS ANYTH ING

IF YOU HAVE

PLEASE PUT THEM A S I D E  FOR THE SCHOOL FOR RETARDED

AND M E N T A L L Y  D E F E C T I V E  C H I L D R E N

Mrs. Owens, the principal of the school, extends a welcome to any students who are 
interested in v is it in g  and seeing the school. The address of the school is ;

The Hamlet, Terrace Load, Bertrams, Johannesburg.
Tel: 24-2025
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THROUGH
MY

STETHOSCOPE

Martin Bobrow: Poor bloke landed up 1n a Nursing Home to have his appendix removed. Lucky he is  
that there were no students there to palpate and cliecki

2nd Year Bel le ; Miss Jankelowitz engaged - well done!

Quentin Schniehaqer: also of 2nd Year married - good boy!

Al I 4th Years: who went to H it rand were surprisingly allowed to return - a ll returned in high sp ir its .

Medical House invaded by Landrover: Last Thursday Prof, E l l io t  startled passers-by by parking his 
now famous Landrover in the 'Lobby1 at Medical House - must have th r ille d  the docs, 
who attended the talk on his tr ip  through Africa.

Beware: Many unfortunates are being ticketed for parking in Hospital and Klein Streets and
at night don't park in front of Nurses Home - i t ' s  much darker around the corner in 
Esselen Street.

Have you Ever? :  I hear that certain Drug Houses ju s tified  their refusal to contribute to the
Conference by saying that students should confine themselves to Rugby and Rag . . .  
who's going to look after the Nurses?

A.H.S.T.F. Street Collection was a great success although i t  clashed with sale of Wits. W its. The 
collection realised a sum of £350 - not bad!

Congrats: to Peter Urbani - selected for 4th consecutive year to play in the Eastern Transvaal
Hockey Team.

Congrats: to those who passed final exams last week.

I ntervarsity : To be held on Saturday, 15th August - Sing Songs begin next term - Medics w ill miss 
a week of sing songs. Those going to Invervarsity w ill not have to buy "colours" 
th is year but instead the In tervars ity  Mag (2/6d.)

Subject of Lecture: Venereal Disease
John D-nn to Pat A— ison: I wonder what he's gonococcus.

Sonny Touyz: is  thinking of producing another play.
More news la te r . . .

t  
=■" .. r  ~ 'r r> a  * t *. /

"H E A T R E .
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NEWS FROM OTHER CENTRES

From ' D i e  M a f i c '  - M a r c h ,  1959;

THE COPS HAD THE RAG S P I R I T  TOO

The B i g  Q u e s t i o n  i s  who had more Rag S p i r i t ' d u r i n g  t he  P r o c e s s i o n ,  
the  s t u d e n t s '  o r  t he  Cops ?  By a l l  a c c o u n t s ,  i t  was not  t he  
s t u d e n t s .  The f l o a t s  d i d n ' t  cause  enough d r a u g h t .  But  t he  
C o d s  had a g l o r i o u s  t i me .  No-one was w o r r y i n g  much about  the  
T r a f f i c  O r d i n a n c e ,  so n e i t h e r  d i d  t h e y .  The r e  were  more beams 
than f r o w n s .  I t  was even a p l e a s u r e  to e s c o r t  the Ma y o r  a 
w h i l e  b e c a us e  t h e y  c o u l d  c a t c h  an e y e f u l  o f  t he  t a l e n t  at  t ha t  
speed .

When t he  mor n i ng  wore  on ,  i t  was ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o n l y  r i g h t  t o  o f f e r  
the  t i r e d ,  f o o t s o r e  young t h i n g s  a l i f t .  N e v e r  was such a dm i r i  ng 
g l amour  seen h a n g i n g  on t o  a khak i  or  b l u e - g r e y  u n i f o r m .  Somet i mes  
you c o u l d  h a r d l y  see wh e t h e r  i t  was t h e  Rag Commi t t e e  ma k i ng  some 
l a s t - m i n u t e  a r r a n g e me n t s  or  f r e s h  " o r d e r s  coming f rom the  C h i e f " ;  
Sea P o i n t  n o t h i n g l  They d o n ' t  have  j e t  p r o p u l s i o n  sound e f f e c t s  
t h e r e .  The b i k e s  w i l l  n e v e r  be the same a g a i n .

I t  i s c l a i me d  in ' The  S t u d e n t '  from L e y d e n ,  H o l l a n d ,  t h a t  t he  
f e e l i n g  in t he  S o u t h e r n  S t a t e  of  A me r i c a  " t h a t  Ne g r o e s  a r e  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l l y  i n f e r i o r  to t he  W h i t e s "  - has d e c r e a s e d  by 40jT s i n c e  1942. 

O p p o s i t i o n  to s c ho o l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  c aus ed  by f e a r  o f  s t r i f e  r a t h e r  
than p r e j u d i c e  t hey  s a y .

" The  8th I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  at  La C a n t u t a ,
Peru d e c i d e d  to  make a c o n c r e t e  g e s t u r e  t o wa r d s  t he  p e o p l e  o f  N o r t h  
A f r i c a  by r e b u i l d i n g  t he  s c hoo l  house a t  S a k i e t - s i d i - Y o u s s e f , so 
r e c e n t l y  bombed by the  F r enc h  A i r  F o r c e .  Thus a S t u d e n t  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  Wo rk Camp w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  In J u l y - S e o t  ember t h i s  y e a r ,  
o r g a n i s e d  j o i n t l y  by COSEC and t he  No r t h  A f r i c a n  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  
S t u d e n t s " .

From COSEC,  L e y d e n ,  N e t h e r l a n d s

L a s t  y e a r  on 8th F e b r u a r y ,  a F r enc h  Squa dr on  of  B-26 bombers bombed 
t he  T u n i s i a n  v i l l a g e  o f  S a k i e t - s i d i - Y o u s s e f .  Among t he  b u i l d i n g s  
r a z ed  by t h i s  a t t a c k  was t he  l o c a l  s c h o o l - h o u s e .  The T u n i s i a n  
S t u d e n t  Un i o n  (U G E T ) vowed to r e b u i l d  t he  s c h o o l - h o u s e  as t h e i r  
homage to t he  v i c t i m s  o f  t he  a t t a c k .

At  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t  C o n f e r e n c e ,  t he  above  a c t i o n  was 
d e c i d e d  upon .  As t he  work w i l l  be done d u r i n g  our  U n i v e r s i t y  
t e r m,  none o f  our  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in t he  scheme.  

Mor e  t han 100 s t u d e n t s  w i l l  c o n v e r g e  on T u n i s i a  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
t h i s  g i a n t  g e s t u r e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  among s t u d e n t s .

I t  seems a p i t y  t h a t  he r e  in our  own c o u n t r y  we c a nno t  form a 
r e a l l y  N a t i o n a l  M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t  Un i on  b e c a us e  o f  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s .

SWI TZERLAND:

The q u a r r e l  be t ween S w i s s  s t u d e n t s  and the B o o k - d e a l e r s  and Pub­
l i s h e r s  Un i on  o v e r  a s t u d e n t  d i s c o u n t  on books has come t o  an end 
a f t e r  n e a r l y  t en y e a r s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  an a g r e e me n t  w i t h  Book- 
d e a l e r s ,  the  10% d i s c o u n t  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  whi ch was d i s c o n t i n u e d  In 
1950, w i l l  be r e - e s t a b l i s h e d ;  in r e t u r n ,  t he  t e x t -b o ok  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  
f ounded  in 1950 as a s e l f - h e l p  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t he  s t u d e n t s ,  w i l l  
c e a s e i t s a c t i v i t i e s .

From D i e  T a t ,  Z u r i c h
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’ S t u d e n t  M i r r o r '  r e o o r t s :

SCOT LAND

New S t u d e n t  Un i on  p r e m i s e s  were ooened  in G l a s o o w .  The a im o f  
the  new house  I s  to f o s t e r  c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t he  700 s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  Royal  C o l l e g e  o f  S c i e n c e  and T e c h n o l o g y  
in G l a s g o w .  The 5 - s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  has common rooms, a d i n i n g  
h a l l ,  a f u l l y  e q u ip o e d  t h e a t r e  and a b a l l r o o m  whi ch  can h o l d  700 
p e o p l e  d a n c i n g .  The b u i l d i n g  I s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e n t i r e l y  by s t u d e n t s .

The b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  a t  a c os t  o f  £ 2 3 9 ,0 0 0  - in our  own c o u n t r y  
o n l y  a madman wou l d  d a r e  t o  s ugges t  such a b u i l d i n g  f o r  o u r  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  whi ch has 5 , GOO s t ude n t  s i

S PA IN

A c c o r d i  ng to a new b i l l ,  40 m i l l i o n  p e s e t a s  w i l l  be a p o r o p r l a t e d  
y e a r l y  f o r  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  e n l a r g e m e n t  and r u nn i ng  
of  s t u d e n t  homes, 20%> w i l l  be used f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  s t u d e n t s  
l i v i n g  in t he  homes;  t he  r e s t  w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  the  homes d i r e c t l y .

SWEDEN

In a r e c e n t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  S t u d e n t s  o f  Sweden 
spoke out  in f a v o u r  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  s t u d e n t  s a l a r i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  
to t he  S o c i a l i s t  s t u d e n t s ,  t he  s a l a r y  s h o u l d  be high enough to 
t a k e  c a r e  o f  a l l  s t u d y  e x p e n s e s .  Loans  to f i n a n c e  s t u d y  were 
r e j e c t e d  as l e a d i n g  to h i gh  i n d e b t e d n e s s  on t he  p a r t  o f  s t u d e n t s .

From E r g o ,  U p p s a l a

ICE LAND

The N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  of  I c e l a n d i c  S t u d e n t s  ( S H I )  has r e f u s e d  to  
t a k e  p a r t  in t h e  W o r l d  Youth  F e s t i v a l  in V i e n n a .  The N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  o f  I c e l a n d i c  Y o u t h ,  whi ch t a k e s  In a l l  i mp o r t a n t  yout h  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o f  the  c o u n t r y ,  has a l s o  r e j e c t e d  the  i n v i t a t i o n  to 
V i e n n a .

From S H I ,  R e y k j a v i k

DENTAL - TAKE NOTE :

The 3th Annua l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
D e n t a l  S t u d e n t s  ( I A D S )  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  .August 13 1 h - S e p te m b e r  6 t h ,  
1959, in B e r l i n .  The D e n t i s t r y  S e c t i o n  of  t he  N a t i o n a l  U n ion  o f  

German S t u d e n t s  i s  o r g a n i s i n g  the  C o n f e r e n c e .

( S p e c i a l  R e p o r t )

BANNED RECORDS NOW A V A I L A B L E  TO MEDICAL STUDENTS

4 Na u g h t y  S p i c y  L . P . ’ s by Ruth ''"'a I l a c e  -
Queen o f  t h e  S t r i o  Tease

GET THEM BEFORE THE COPS DO!

Do y o u r s e l f  a f a v o u r  - n e t :
RAY0 VAC PENL IGHT -
BRIGHT SPOT TORCHES o n l y  6 /3 d .

T e l :  44-7055

f rom :  RADIO NAN N I E ,  Thames Hous e ,  42,  Ko t z e  S t . ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g .
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SCUTH A F R i C A M  I N D E X  TO P E R I O D I C A L S

SOUTH AFRICAN doctors, like medical men a ll over the world, are writing more and more about 
the ir work. A great deal of i t  is  published in overseas journals, but a considerable amount 
appears in South African periodicals. A very useful guide to the la tte r is the South African

Index to Period ica ls , published annually by the Johannesburg Public Library. I t  is  alpha­

betical in arrangement and has entries both under author and subject. I t  does not confine 

it s e lf  only to medical journals, for i t  tr ie s  to index a ll periodicals published in South 

A frica. Thus is  is  possible to trace in i t  a rtic les  of medical interest appearing say, in 

the Farmer's Weekly, or in the Huisqenoot. or in the Transactions of the Royal Society of 

South Africa none of which, for obvious reasons, would be indexed in the Current L is t  of

Medical L ite ratu re  or in the Quarterly 

Cumulative Index iiedicus. The volumes for

l i k r a t h J3i
Vjhn-V?

■ 949 are cumulative giving details of 

a rtic les  published between 1940 and 1949. I t  

s unfortunate that this Index only goes 

back to 1940 for South African medical 

lite ratu re  published before that date 

is  sometimes d if f ic u lt  to trace. Index­

ing what i t  does, material that is  both 

ephemeral and s c ie n t if ic ,  within its  

lim its i t  is  a most useful work of 

reference.

<it o ?  •
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' S t u d e n t  M i r r o r '  r e o o r t s :

SCOT LAND

New S t u d e n t  Un i on  p r e m i s e s  were opened  in G l a s g o w .  The a im ot 
t he  new house  I s  to f o s t e r  c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t he  700 s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  Royal  C o l l e g e  o f  S c i e n c e  and T e c h n o l o g y  
in G l a s g o w .  T h e •5-s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  has common rooms, a d i n i n g  
h a l l ,  a f u l l y  e q u ip p e d  t h e a t r e  and a b a l l r o o m  whi ch  can ho l d  700 
p e o p l e  d a n c i n g .  The b u i l d i n g  I s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e n t i r e l y  by s t u d e n t s #

The b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  a t  a c os t  o f  £ 2 3 9 ,0 0 0  - in our  own c o u n t r y  
o n l y  a madman wou l d  d a r e  t o  s ugges t  such a b u i l d i n g  f o r  o u r  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  whi ch has  5 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s !

S PA IN

Ac c o r d i ng-  to a new b i l l ,  40 m i l l i o n  p e s e t a s  w i l l  be a p o r o p r i a t e d  
y e a r l y  f o r  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  e n l a r g e m e n t  and r u n n i n g  
o f  s t u d e n t  homes. 30% w i l l  be used f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  s t u d e n t s  
l i v i n g  in t he  homesj  t he  r e s t  w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  the  homes d i r e c t l y .

SWEDEN

In a r e c e n t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  S t u d e n t s  o f  Sweden 
spoke out  In f a v o u r  o f  I n t r o d u c i n g  s t u d e n t  s a l a r i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  
to t he  S o c i a l i s t  s t u d e n t s ,  t he  s a l a r y  s h o u l d  be high enough to 
t a ke  c a r e  o f  a l I  s t u d y  e x p e n s e s .  Loans  to f i n a n c e  s t u d y  were 
r e j e c t e d  as l e a d i n g  to h i gh  i n d e b t e d n e s s  on t he  p a r t  o f  s t u d e n t s .

F rom E r g o ,  Upps a I  a

ICE LAND

The N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  I c e l a n d i c  S t u d e n t s  ( S H I )  has r e f u s e d  to  
t a ke  p a r t  In t h e  W o r l d  Yout h  F e s t i v a l  in V i e n n a .  The N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  o f  I c e l a n d i c  Y o u t h ,  whi ch t a k e s  in a l l  i mp o r t a n t  you t h  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o f  t he  c o u n t r y ,  has a l s o  r e j e c t e d  t he  i n v i t a t i o n  to 
V i e n n a .

From S H I ,  R e y k j a v i k

DENTAL - TAKE NO TE ;

The 3th Annua l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  
D e n t a l  S t u d e n t s  ( I A D S )  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  August  13th - S e p te m b e r  6 t h ,  
1959, in B e r l i n .  The D e n t i s t r y  S e c t i o n  of  t he  N a t i o n a l  Un i on  o f  

German S t u d e n t s  i s  o r g a n i s i n g  t he  C o n f e r e n c e .

( S p e c i a l  R e p o r t )

BANNED RECORDS NOW A V A I L A B L E  TO MEDICAL STUDENTS

4 Na u g h t y  S p i c y  L . P . ' s  by Ruth W a l l a c e  -
Queen o f  t h e  S t r i p  Tease

GET THEM BEFORE THE COPS DO’

Do y o u r s e l f  a f a v o u r  - p e t :
RAYOVAC PENL IGHT -
BRIGHT SPOT TORCHES o n l y  6 /3 6 .

T e l :  44-7055
f rom:  RAD 10 MANN I E , Thames House,  42,  Kotze S t . ,  J o ha nnesburg .
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J O E ’ S

I ) .  Three Grease-Monkey students after fa ilin g  
Maths, exam.
G.M.S.I - Dis trigonometry had me beat, 
G.H.S.2 - Was de calculus dat broke me 
G.M.S.3 ** (also a f ir s t  XV Rugby player) - 
Say did youse guys ever hear of long 
d ivision?

2'). 1st Year Student: : Let me chew your
gum

Ditto : : Which one, upper
or tower?

3 ). He (to  hysterectomized female) Le t 's ?  
She: But I haven't got a womb.
He: Who cares, we can wun over to the 
Zoo Lake in my "Weriault"

4 ). Pro 's prayer:

From Tabes, Rhagades 
and saddle“ nosed babies 
Good Lord, deliver us.

5 ), Dick Grantly Read's liotto: Grin and 
bear i t .

6 ) . Nurse to shy patient: Grin and bare i t

Lady Ponsenby: (enticing l i t t l e  doggie with 
b iscu it) Speak to me l i t t le  doggie.
L i t t l e  Doggie Oh H eU I What shall I say?

7 ) , T6 or not TB,
That is  congestion,
Consumption be done about it ?
Of corpse, of corpse.

8) .  Young wife and hubbyypresent themselves to
Doctor because wife is  perhaps "in a family 
way."
Doc. to wife: How many times have you missed? 
Wife: I guess v.'e.haven't missed a night, 
have we?

«
9 ) . Teacher: Who v/as Magellan?

Pup il: He's oa guy who circuncised the globe.

C O R N
E
R

Beating the heat in van Niekerk Theatre I i

10). Dr. to sweet young thing: Have you ever 
jumped up in bed with a jerk?
Sweet young thing: Why, Doctor, I'm not 
even married.

Wealthy husband to y;ung l i fe  saver, resuscitating his wife: 
"hat are you doing to my wife?

Lifesaver: I'm giving her a r t if ic ia l respiration.
Husband: A r t i f ic ia l ,  hell no, give her the real thing, l 

can afford i t .
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INTERVALSITY RUGBY

F irst  XV R esult 1 8 - 3

W itsie s  (T ries by Turner, W ellstead  & Cochrane)
K. L ig h t; B. Evans; G. R osset; R. Meyers; P. E n slin ; M. Turner; B. Cochrane; 
F. B ernstein ; R. R oussel; A. W h iffle r ; W. Kroon; C. Liebenberg; A . Rubin;
C. Smart; M. W ellstead .

The M edical s id e , fre sh  from i t s  v ic to ry  over the "grease-m onkeys" added another 
triumph when they "w hite-w ashed" the Tukkies in  an almost one-sided game. These 
Medical Tukkies who p lay fo r  Tukkies 1st XV were not allowed to  play in  the 
Medical in te r v a r s ity  and th is  undoubtedly weakened th e ir  s id e . Nevertheless 
the Medics played e x c itin g  a t tr a c tiv e  rugby and were superior in  every aspect 
o f the game.

Among the backs, Butch Cochrane played an outstanding game at scrum h a l f ,  Mike 
Turner had a good game at f l y  h a lf  and centres Meyers and R osset, penetrated w e ll. 
Of the forwards, W ellstea d , Kroon and Smart were prominent in  the lo o se  and 
Liebenberg, Roussel and B ernstein played w ell in  the t ig h t .

P oin ts; T ries by Turner, CochraneQ

Second XV Result -  Medics won 9 - 0

Team; M, Freedman; 0. Kalk; F. Spiro; B. H ew itt; M. Kew; A K a le l l ;  J . Downing; 
R. Theo; I .L isso o s ; L. Zybutz; L. W illia m s; L. V ogl; A. W ilson ; A . Gauld;

Our boys played good rugby and won a c lo s e ly  contested match. The whole team 
pi aye d very w ell and i t  would be wrong to  s in g le  out in d ivid u als fo r  p ra ise .
The forwards improved th e ir  binding in the lin e  outs and lo o se  scrums which 
had been so poor against the Engineers and held the Tukkies. The three quarters  
played attack in g  rugby and tackled w e l l .

P o in ts : included a converted try  by K alk.

Old Crocks ..................................  .................................. W itsie s  Whitewashed.

WOMEN'S HOCKEY

Tukkies arrived more than adequately refreshed  from the t r ip  over, and came onto 
the f i e l d ,  th e re fo re , at a s lig h t  disadvantage.

With the team combining w e ll, W its opened the score with a goal from Let de Maar 
at le f t - in n e r , and the score remained at 1 -0  wri t h  the game very evenly d istr ib u ted  
u n ti l  ju s t  before h a lf -t im e , when Tuks re p lie d , to make the score at h a lf  time 1 -1 .  
Tuks appeared a ft e r  h a lf -t im e , to be fin d in g  the pace a l i t t l e  strenuous , and H. 
Lyle (C .F .) managed to  break throu^di and score ju st a ft e r  h a lf -t im e .

The score went up to 3-1 when L. Strauss on right wing gave a hard centre and
H. Lyle deflected i t  into goal.

Good centering from wings and two goals from H. Lyle brought the f in a l score up 
to  5 -1 .  Judy I s s r o f f  played very w ell in  g o a ls , and was w ell supported by H. 
Bosman and B. Tucker at backs. C. Hobson played w ell at centre h a lf  and kept 
the game w ell d is tr ib u te d . U nfortunately there w asn't room fo r  the vast medical 
ta le n t , the team being chosen from 1 st and 2nd team players almost e x c lu s iv e ly .
The game was played in  fin e  tra d itio n a l s p ir it  -  adm ittedly Tukkies' s p ir it  
was of a decidedly more p ra c tica l nature, but w its s t i l l  managed to  come out on top 
with good combination, even though many players were playing out of th e ir  normal 
p o s itio n s , and the f in a l score showed once again the su p e rio rity  o f  W its .
Tuks remarked that they f e l t  much b e tte r  a fte r  the gam elI!

Team: Judy I s s r o f f ;  B. Tucker; H. Bosman; Helen Steens; C. Hobson; A Counihan; 
Linda S trau ss; Beryl Greenwood; Helen L y le ; Let de Maar; D. Barker.
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MENS' HOCKEY

("Wits smash home 7 ** 2 Winners" -  4 /6 /59)

Despite the fact that the Tuks came onto the f ie ld  reinforced by much alcohol 
and by several extra players, they were no match for  our team. The Wits, 
goalie as well as Rakusin and Sims, Kuming,&Friedmann proved to be a sturdy 
defence and repeatedly repulsed raids by the Tuks forwards.

A combined e ffo rt  by the 5th year forwards viz.Urbani, Lampert and Lee, led to 
Urbani scoring. Christie soon a fter  added another. Resting on their laurels 
the defence slipped momentarily and the intoxicated Tuks miraculously founds 
the box twice to equal the scores at 2 a l l  at half time.

Taking the lead shortly a fter resumption of play Christie again scored. Kuming 
now tore holes in  the Tuk defence and put in three quick goals. The Tuks by 
now having sweated the alcohol out of their systems ra llie d , but it  was too 
la te  and went down gamely to a much better side.

Team: Kat$; Kuming; Friedmann; Kinsley; Rakusin; Sims; Porter; Lampert; Urbani 
Christie; Lee.

1959 MEDICAL lHPERVARSITY TENNIS MATCH

The large crowd o f  both YYitsies and Tukkies at the annual Medical Intervarsity 
saw the Wits team captained for the last time by Peter Jacobs, reverse their 
defeat o f last year in a c lose ly  contested match by the narrow margin o f twelve 
games. The women’ s team, however, was quite unable to hold the powerful team 
from Tukkies-land and they lost both the singles and the doubles.

In the-men’ s singles, Aubrey Milunsky played __at tacking tennis to convincingly 
beat Bodemer o f Tuks with the loss of only one game. Malcolm Heywood, a new­
comer to University, defeated the experienced Dawie van der Walt with a very 
well received display o f  controlled, sparkling tennis. The score (8-5 in 
Heywoods favour) does not re fle ct the many ra llie s  which were such a feature 
o f th is match. Ernest Levy, another new addition to the team, convincingly beat 
his Tukkie opponent -  Pretorius in the singles, whilst in the doubles was 
well supported by team-mate Lennie Blieden.

In an afternoon's tennis, where the standard o f play-was so unusually high from 
both teams, the fina l outcome was clearly  to rest on the results o f  the doubles; 
and while Peter .Jacobs, and Malcolm. Heywood played aggressive tennis, dropping 
only a single game in their match against Kuyl and Bodemer, the winning' team 
could not be decided until Aubrey Milunsky and. Oliver Ransome won the very last 
match o f  the day.

Although the women's team, comprising Shirley Abrahams, Diana Mortimer, Marlene 
Balkind, Margo Light, Kay Rosmarin and Lilian Jackson, were beaten by their 

•opponents, they nevertheless tried  hard -  bad luck g ir ls ] l

A most enjoyable- afternoon was had by everyone, and the game continued until 
early morning at the "Moon". •

Final Results Tukkies Witsies
Mens Singles 30 36
Mens Doubles 46 53
Womens singles 31 23
Womens doubles - 57 ............ ....................24

_________  Tennis reported by Dave Levy.
SOCCER
The Medics, led by Errol Friedberg and including J. Van Wyk, A. Vinik and N. S&eff, 
always looked the winning side. Within minutes, Seeff smacked home a scorer, and 
although Tuks battled bravely, they simply were not able to penetrate.

Another Seeff special and header from Levin and 2 goals from A.N. Other brought 
the tota l to 5» Tuks a fter  much concentrated e ffo rt  scored a well deserved goal.

Wits 5 Tuks 1,
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45 Ko t ze S t r e e t ,
PHONE: 44-0191 • H i l l b r o w ,  JH BG .

#•?:-# f o r  a r e a l  Con t I nen ta I Ha i r cu t - come to

NEW CURZON J E WE L L E R S  & H A I R DR E S S E R S  

Four  c h a i r s  - No w a i t i n g  : O v e r s e a s  S t a f f  - Wa t ch  R e p a i r s .

We wi sh t o  r e c o r d  our  g r a t e f u l  
t hanks  to

S . A .  PULP AND PAPER IN D U ST R IES  
LTD.

who k i n d l y  s u p p l ’ ed t he  pape r  

f o r  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r ,  

wi t hou t  p a y m e n t ,

Our  t hanks  to

W E S T D E N E
P R O D U C T S

E s s a n b y  House - Je p p e  S t .

f o r  t h e i r  con t i nued 
i n t e r e s t 

i n

S t u d e n t s  and S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s ,

THE AU R I C L E  - t y p e d  and d u o l i c a t e d  .by

UNITY S E CRETAR I AL  S E R V I C E S  
36/38 H a t t o n  G a r d e n ,  

c o r .  Von B r a n d i s  & Mai  n S t s .  
JOHANNESBURG.

TEL :  23-8548 Box :  6173

‘ 2 0 .


