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FOREWORD

Newspapers are probably the most accessible and widely-read kind of writing. | read them to
find out what is happening in the world, to keep myself informed. Can you think of other rea-
sons, perhaps your own? At a time of rapid social and political change, information is vitally
important in helping us to think and to act in our daily lives. Newspapers are a convenient way
of keeping informed; they are relatively cheap, easy to get hold of and up-to-date.

So newspapers give us the news. But what is news? As a newspaper reader, | am interested in
how newspapers differ. Look at the front pages of different newspapers on the same day: often
they present completely different stories, or if they present the same story, there are differences
in headlines, pictures and ‘facts’!

We need to recognise that newspapers are not simply mirrors of the world. It is people who
make newspapers. Whether they be reporters, editors, owners or advertisers, these newspaper
people have attitudes and interests of their own. Their interests might be the same as yours,
the reader's, or quite different. However, if we see news as simply printed words on a page
which mirror the world, we might be influenced by the interests of the newspaper people without

knowing it.

How can we detect these attitudes and interests when we read a newspaper? Surely facts are
just facts, and news is just news? We need to be aware that newspaper people decide what is
newsworthy and what is not, what to include and what to leave out. They also decide how to pre-
sent particular stories to their readers. ‘Facts’ are always dressed up in the clothing of language.

The purpose of this book is to help you to develop a critical attitude towards newspapers and
their makers. As we read newspapers in order to get information, we need to be aware that
newspapers themselves are formed or constructed by those who make them, and that they
might be forming our own attitudes and ideas as they are informing us about the world. The
exercises in this book ask questions about facts and about news, about how and why news is
formed as it is. | hope that they will help you to become more aware of your own formation.

Peter Rule



CRITICAL LANGUAGE AWARENESS (CLA)

This workbook is part of a series called Critical Language
Awareness. All the workbooks in the series deal with the
relationship between language and power. This rela-
tionship is not obvious and so the materials attempt to
raise awareness of the way in which language can be
used and is used to maintain and to challenge existing
forms of power. There can be little doubt that power mat-
ters, both to people who have it and to those who do not.
This series will try to show that because there are con-
nections between language and power, language also
matters.

In any unequal relation of power there are top dogs
and underdogs. How people get to be on top in a society
has to do with what that society values. It may be age or
maleness or class or cleverness or a white skin. It is eas-
ier for those who have power to maintain it if they can
persuade everyone in the society that there is nothing
unnatural about these arrangements, that things are this
way because that is the way they are meant to be.

If people consent to being powerless then the peo-
ple in power need to use less force (armies, police, pun-
ishments) to maintain their power. Convincing and per-
suading people to consent to society's rules is often the
job of families, religions, schools and the media. All these
social institutions use language and it is largely in and
through language that meaning is mobilised to defend
the status quo.

But language is also used to challenge the status
quo. By refusing to consent and by working together
people can bring about change. What makes CLA ‘criti-
cal' is its concern with the politics of meaning: the ways
in which dominant meanings are maintained, challenged
and changed.

When people use language to speak or write, they
have to make many choices. They have to decide what
words to use, whether to include adjectives and adverbs,
whether to use the present, the past or the future,
whether to use sexist or non-sexist pronouns, whether to
join sentences or to leave them separate, how to
sequence information, whether to be definite or tentative,
approving or disapproving. What all these choices mean
is that written and spoken texts are constructed from a

range of possible language options.

However, not all the options are linguistic — many
texts are a combination of verbal and non-verbal ele-
ments. Students are asked to think about the non-verbal
choices such as photographs, pictures, gestures, graphs,
which affect the meaning of texts.

Many of the choices are social choices. Every soci-
ety has conventions which govern people's behaviour,

including their language behaviour. There are social
rules controlling who should speak, for how long, when
and where, and in which language. There are social
norms for polite and impolite forms of speech; there are
taboo words and topics. These unwritten rules of use
govern what a speech community considers appropriate
language behaviour.

These social norms are a good indication of
power relations as many of them reflect the values of
the people or groups in society who have power. This is
particularly true when different groups do not have equal
language rights. Here is an obvious example. Where
teachers have more power than their students, they can
call their students what they like. They can use first
names or surnames only, or even insulting names that
they have made up. Students, however, have to call
teachers by their surnames and a title such as Mr or Ms;
some students even have to call their teachers ‘Sir' or

‘Mistress'.

We forget that these rules of use are social conven-
tions — they start to look natural and to seem like com-
mon sense. We forget that they are human construc-
tions. It is easier to remember this when we compare the
rules of different speech communities. Some groups
think that it is rude to look a person in the eye when you
speak to them. Other groups believe the opposite.
Neither is more natural than the other. Both are conven-

tions.

Critical Language Awareness emphasises the fact that
texts are constructed. Anything that has been constructed
can be de-constructed. This unmaking or unpicking of
the text increases our awareness of the choices that the
writer or speaker has made. Every choice foregrounds
what was selected and hides, silences or backgrounds
what was not selected. Awareness of this prepares the
way to ask critical questions: Why did the writer or
speaker make these choices? Whose interests do they
serve? Who is empowered or disempowered by the lan-
guage used? We hope that students will also ask these
critical questions about the workbooks in the series.

What the series hopes to do is to teach students how
to become critical readers. Critical readers resist the
power of print and do not believe everything they read.
They start from a position of strategic doubt and weigh
texts against their own ideas and values as well as those
of others. This is not opposition for opposition’s sake. If
CLA enables people to use their awareness to contest
the practices which disempower them, and to use lan-
guage so as not to disempower others, then it can con-
tribute to the struggle for human emancipation.

Hilary Janks
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SUGGESTED METHODS FOR TEACHERS

| believe that students learn by talking and writing about
new ideas. Often they do not know what they know until

they have tried to put their ideas into words. In large
classes it is impossible for everyone to talk to the
teacher, and students often benefit from telling a friend
their feelings and ideas. The friend gives them feedback
that enables them to revise and change their opinions
before committing themselves to a final answer.,

1. To achieve this students need opportunities to:
Work in pairs with the person next to them. Pair
work is easy to organise and it makes everyone in
the class speak to some other student.

Work in groups (from 3 to 5 students).

The teacher can give groups the same task or differ-

ent tasks. For example if the students are working on

an exercise, different groups can be asked to do dif-

ferent questions or all the groups can be asked to do

the same questions. The teacher should keep track

of what the groups are doing by

» moving from group to group to listen to the discussion

« seeing that all group members contribute

« asking each group to make notes and sometimes
to hand in written answers.

2. Groups and pairs should report back to the
whole class. If the groups did different questions,
they have the responsibility of explaining their
answers to the rest of the class so that ideas can be
pooled. If they did the same questions, not all groups
need report back in order to compare their answers.

3. Teachers should try to establish a spirit of co-
operation rather than competition. Students
should be encouraged to help each other and to

share what they know.

4. Students should be encouraged to listen to one
another, especially during report backs. They should
decide whether or not they agree with what the other
person is saying. They should also be taught to
make notes when their fellow students are speaking.

5. It is a good idea to allow students to work in their
mother tongue to give them an opportunity at the
start of the group work to understand the ideas.
Because group work is followed by some spoken or
written presentation in the medium of instruction,
what is important is that by the end of the group work
students are able to express their ideas in the lan-
guage of the classroom.

6. Students should also do individual work at
school and at home. This gives them practice in
using the medium of instruction and encourages

independence.

\Y

7. Both group and individual work should some-
times be written. In large classes it is not always

possible to read everything that students write.
Teachers should check students’ books regularly to
see that they are doing the work and that they under-
stand the lessons. Some exercises should be
marked carefully. Students need teachers to respond
to what they are trying to say. It is also possible to go
over exercises in class and to teach students how to
check their own work.

8. Some activities can be done in less depth than
the workbook suggests. Sometimes the workbook
iIncludes more than one activity on the same idea or
concept. If the students grasp the idea with the first
exercise, the teacher should feel free to do the relat-
ed exercises more quickly (say with a brief read
through) or not at all. Different students in the class
can do different exercises in more or less detail
according to their needs.

9. Some activities can be done in more depth than
the workbook suggests. If the class gets really
Interested in something the teacher should encour-
age students to find similar examples in newspapers
or magazines which they can bring to class for addi-
tional discussion. Teachers and students should
devise their own exercises.

10. Teachers and students should constantly relate
the issues and activities in the workbooks to
their own lives and experiences. The workbooks
are only a starting point for the exploration of the lan-
guage and power issues that they raise, and lessons
should not simply stick to the book.

11. Teachers should help students to apply ideas in
these workbooks to all their school subjects.

12. Teachers can make the ideas less abstract for
the students by encouraging them to do the
research, the collages and the drawings as well
as the dramatisations, debates and discussions
suggested.

13. Teachers should facilitate class discussions. The
workbooks deal with real and sensitive issues.
Teachers need to help students to listen to one
another and to try to understand the different histo-
ries and positions that other people in the class
speak from. We need to hear other people and not
try to convert them to our way of thinking.

14.1t is important to vary the approach used.
Different people learn in different ways. By varying
the method, the teacher gives all the students a bet-
ter chance of learning in ways that suit them best.

H Janks



USEFUL TERMINOLOGY FOR TALKING ABOUT NEWSPAPERS
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INTRODUCTION 1 : WHAT IS A FACT?

Read the discussion below and then work on the exercises that follow.

TZ wWhat is a fact, Jabu * ﬁ
[] According to me, a fact (S
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R
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INTRODUCTION 1 : WHAT IS A FACT?
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1. What is your definition of a fact?

2. a) Write down one example of a fact.
b) Try to state this one fact in as many different ways as possible.
c) Now compare these different statements of your fact. How exactly do they differ?
Is one closer to the truth than the others?

3. a) Write a paragraph describing what happened in your class yesterday.
b) Swop your paragraph with a classmate’s. How does it compare with your paragraph?
What are the similarities and differences?
c) Discuss the differences between the paragraphs with your classmate. In your discussion,
consider why you included certain things and left out others, and why you expressed
yourself in the way that you did.



INTRODUCTION 2 : WHAT IS NEWS?

Read the discussion below and then work on the exercises that follow.

and ctme ate news. Well L Say news (s
J'ust cv—tfjdat{ events, cvetjt!u'nj that IS
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2. On page 2 we saw how Jabu and George reported the result of the same soccer match in
different ways. This showed us how news changes depending on who tells it to you. Give
your own example of how different people would report the same event.

3. a) Where do you get your news from?

b) What kinds of events do you consider newsworthy?
(Compare your answers to a) and b) with a partner’s.)

c) In what way do people choose their own news?

4. Now think of the following kinds of people:

a) accountant f) bank robber

b) priest g) soccer star

c) teacher h) political activist

d) unemployed person i) primary school child
e) farm worker j) pensioner

What events do you think each of them would consider newsworthy? Why?



THE NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY: IN WHOSE INTERESTS?

A newspaper is something we read, an arrangement of print on paper. But we can also under-
stand a newspaper as something that happens, something in which many different groups of
people are involved. Each group has its own interests in the newspaper, and these interests are
not always the same. Sometimes they may come into conflict. Readers are just one of these
groups. They buy newspapers to read about what's happening in the world. But what other
groups of people are involved in newspapers, and what are their interests?

Examine the diagram below. It suggests social groups who have an interest in newspapers.
Perhaps you can add more groups in the blocks provided. Think about how each of these
groups stands to benefit from newspapers.

Role Play
Imagine this situation:

1. The Voice is a leading Johannesburg newspaper.

2. Coleman Tobacco Company is the biggest advertiser in The Voice.

3. A Voice journalist uncovers a scandal in the Coleman Tobacco Company. The
company is using child labour in its factories.

4. A photographer from The Voice has photographs of children working in a
Coleman factory.

Role play a meeting at The Voice headquarters. At the meeting there is disagreement
about whether The Voice should publish the pictures and story.

Characters:
. The owner of the newspaper
. The advertising director of the newspaper
. The editor
. The journalist who uncovered the scandal
. The photographer

After the role play: Discuss what you learnt from this activity about power relations
among different interest groups in a newspaper.




BANNERS : THE NEWS ON THE STREETS

A banner is a headline that appears on a poster beneath the name of the newspaper. These
banners are displayed on posters on street poles, trees, fences, etc.

Examine the banners below and answer the accompanying questions. These banners were
collected from various newspapers during February and March 1992.
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BANNERS : THE NEWS ON THE STREETS

Questions

1. Identify all the verbs in the banner headlines on page 6. Categorise these verbs
according to their tense, e.g. past, present, etc. Do you know when the events
which the headlines refer to actually happened?

. Are the headlines complete sentences? If not, what is missing? To answer this,
write out the headlines as grammatically complete sentences. What words did you
add?

. Compare your sentences with a partner's. Are they the same, or is there more
than one possible sentence for each headline? Do the complete sentences have

the same meaning as the headlines? If not, how do they differ?

. A lot of the headlines use violent images. Make a list of words in the headlines
which suggest violence.

. Make a list of the words that have been shortened or abbreviated.

. Which headlines are in the active voice and which are in the passive voice? How
does the use of active or passive voice relate to the emphasis of the headline?
(e.g. 'DOG SHOOTS MAN': active voice — emphasis on who did the action: the dog.
‘PRAYING PREACHER THROWN FROM TRAIN': passive voice — emphasis on
who suffered the action: the praying preacher.)

7. Questions 1-6 are about the lan-
guage features of banner headlines.
These features include aspects such
as tense, sentence form, choice of

msweﬁrg,cmsider:
eushere the bonners oppeor;
ehow much Space there is for them;
o the Size of print used;

ewhot the rmdersdr&m know thol
does k. haue to be inchuded

words and abbreviations. Why do
you think banner headlines display
the language features that they do?

Research Project

1. Look around in your neighbourhood or in town. Make your own collection of banners from
different newspapers.

Make a presentation to the class of these banners in which you comment on the following
aspects:

a) language features such as tense, sentence form, word choice, abbreviations, voice, etc.

b) comparison of banners from different newspapers — do you notice differences? If so,
what are they and how do you account for them?

2. Banners are used to sell newspapers. They are like advertisements for newspapers. Look at
the banners that you have collected as well as those on the opposite page. How does the
language of the banners make people want to buy the newspapers? And who do you think
will want to buy the newspaper?



THE FRONT PAGE : THE FIRST- AND MOST-READ NEWS

Pebble‘_ivho_'r_e_ad newspapers usually look at the front page first. Because of this, news-
- papers place the news that they most want people to read on the front page. The top left

~hand side of the front page is the most read part of the newspaper.

Examine the front Police uncover credit cards racket, warn public - see page 2 -
page news of the
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1. Consider the way each page is arranged and the size of the print used. Which story is most
important to each newspaper? How do you know?

2. Make a list of the stories and pictures that appear on the front page of:
a) Sowetan. b) The Citizen.



3. What differences do you notice when comparing the two pages?

4. To understand why two newspapers from the same city do not present the same news on the
same day, consider the following questions:
a) Who reads each paper?
b) What are the interests of the readers?
c) Who writes the stories?
d) What are the political standpoints of each paper? Which parties or policies do they support?
e) Do the advertisements on the front page tell you anything about the readers?
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The Back Page: If the front page of a newspaper presents the most important news,
what about the back page? Does it present the least important news? Check your

answer by looking at the back page of different newspapers.




THE FRONT PAGE : NEWS IN BLACK AND WHITE?

We have seen that different newspapers have different stories on their front pages. But
what about different editions of the same newspaper? The two front pages displayed here

are from the Africa and Late Final editions of the Sunday Star, 26 July 1992. Study the
two carefully and then answer the questions.

1. What is the same on these two pages?
2. Analyse the differences between the two pages and fill in the table below:

ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENCES

Africa Edition Late Final Edition
Headlines y !
.
3.
Sub-heads”
Pictures
(subject)
Captions
Stories 1.
(topic) =
3.
Writers e
2
3.

*A sub-head is a subordinate headline, i.e. one which is smaller than the main headline.

. What impressions of South Africa do the two different pictures and captions present?

. “The Africa and Late Final editions present two worlds: a black world for blacks and a white
world for whites. In this way they reinforce the divisions in our society.” What do you think?

. Why do you think the Sunday Star does not give the same news to all its readers?

Jabu, you tell me.
Anyway, there Seem to
be a lot of tears on these

who has thc
.SCalpe,l) oK
(S 1 "The
Killers" T

pages. “Late Final" réaders
Ccry abagut the Gldmpu'cs,

but “Afsca readens cry
about Pm'Son Van&‘."’ And
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NEWSPAPER HEADLINES : THE NEWS IN BOLD

On Thursday 20 February 1992 President FW de Klerk announced a white referendum with

constitutional reforms. The following day Johannesburg newspapers featured this announce-
ment on their front pages. Each newspaper had a different headline. A headline is what you
see first when you read a story in a newspaper. It tells you the main point of the story.

wh:f a#;i these v -

N aieat Thands WHITE PA o “""’f}

di stand 1
T RTIES OK REFERENDUM | ==,
Oho0LATNRge, PP PAS 5 iti referendum
eeiatad T The Citizen -:; 2:Mcmm .

westl FW bombshell  |ici

WHITE VOTE M\[

— Sowetan

KP-BOIKOT MOONTLIK

(CP Boycott Possible)

Okay , T take — Die Transvaler
ous point. But ’
B e o FW’S GAMBLE
the position of Either he wins ... or you lose
the newspaper — The Weekly Mail
from itS
head line T

We can begin to work out the attitude of the newspaper by looking at what the headline
emphasuses The emphasis of the headline makes the reader see the story from a particu-
Iar point of view. Examlne thlS d|agram carefully. . . 3

L Who annolinced t? ' Wh_o r_esponds favourably'
- \ to the announcement?

HEFEHENDUM

‘Who can 'vote? — | ANNOUNCEMENT

. Who responds
What are the consequences _ | - ~ANAIY ; :
of the announcement? | i ~unfavourably?

1. Look at the referendum headlines above. Look at the questions about the referendum
announcement in the grey box. Now work out the emphasis of each headline by seeing which

question it answers.
2. How do these headlines show whether the newspapers think there should be a referendum
or not?
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DIFFERENT LANGUAGE FOR DIFFERENT NEWS : REGISTER

i |

The underlined words all belong to MOSCOW — Mark Hughes was When it came to sudden-death,

the register of sport, more particular- sent off with less than two mi- United won an immediate advan-

i nutes of normal time remai tage, Peter Schmeichel saved
ly of soccer. A reader not familiar in the second leg of m Torpedo’s first shot and their sec-

' ind it diffi first round tie yesterday, and  ond hit the crossbar. Denis Irwin
with soccer might find it @fﬂcult to e United's yester p%a %ed  gave United a 2-0 lead before
work out what the story is about. We fluently through 30 minutes of  Alexander Podshivalov, who has

could say that knowledge of a par- extra time they then blew away ﬁfmtﬁ thiz"Damsih;:ie. gmnﬂ'&V etd 531‘;‘,?
: ; ; another European campaign in a

ticular register gives a person power shoot-out on the banks of  Steve Bruce.

to understand a certain aspect of life. %ﬁa River.

Different aspects of life feature in the news. These aspects may include world affairs, for
example, or health issues, or education. Sometimes a newspaper will set aside particular
pages for such news. The language of such news is often specific and specialised.

Subject-specific language is called register.
Now examine the extracts below, and answer the questions that follow.

A. m CLEGG: THE CROSSING B.{WALL STREET C.| Greyville thriller
Suparhont NEW YORK — Stocks rocketed
AFTER three years away from gesterday in a rally that caught In a nail-biting finish, the
the South f\fncan stage, John- many investors by surprise. four-year-old gelding
ny Clegg is now playing at Sun Analysts said the rise was Mighty Crystal got up in
City’s Superbowl. The last of ingjinlyld:e to program anildill:lst.i- %;0 ‘I;gt l’E};r!i::Ie to Wli-;l tg;e
: utional buying w could her- 0 Michaelmas Handi-
g:;lshows e pce ou ald the completion of a sector cap over 19000 m at Grey-
g . rotation. _ ville in Durban yesterday. .
Clegg’s cumrent tour, ‘Strength is coming back to The Crystal De Roche geld-
Crossing, is an historic event. some sectors that were out of fa- : h f :
- £ " ing touched off favourite
Sipho Mchunu joined Clegg on vour,” said one. “Look at the lead- | Yellow Brick Road by a
tage for an ample portion of ership of both the motors and the short head with third-
St . o o drug stocks — you see all kinds of Souidn o iy e
e o vk, Sl g Sogaloh Ity e Bariher back 1o third
a. Just to see . ey
ﬁs? i%lg E)ge%lér again made Sapa.
the show worthwhile. Mchunu
will appear with Clegg
| throughout the current tour.

1. Make a list of the words and phrases specific to each subject discussed.
2. Where would you expect each extract to appear in a newspaper?

3. Which extract do you find most interesting/most boring? What kind of people do you think
would be interested in each extract?

4. Can you think of any registers that do not appear in newspapers? If so, how would you
account for their absence?

5. Of the four subject-specific registers represented above, which do you think has most power
in society? In what way? Why is this so?
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FROM BANNER TO PAGE : THE SHAPING OF A STORY

Examine the banner, the headline and the story below (The Star 30 March1992)

A BANNER

Why dogpu think the
banner bgl%llsj with this
word ?

FR"M fotatiors of this word?(Luhat
3 Wt s te tereg ’ ﬁmﬁl’tﬁkﬁwmd
ey wighe't _ :
woniioer | MOTHER'S | (el
ction:
” WOMB
4'% does the banner use this word g
the personts name ¢ ,9
B HEADLINE
2 A whal. other woms does O |
@::dﬁ; b (m'?fﬁmm o ot

€ STORY Baby snatched from my womb, says mom

\RIO DE JANEIRO — Isabel Santos (42) was nine months pregnant,
Three men kidnapped a kidnapped In a siréet in heard her baby crying
% { woman, in- Rio’s poor North Zone on  after the blrti:& btl:t never b
uced labour and stole Thursday, blindiolded saw the chi ecause : el .
her baby, police said on a_qs_:__dﬂv};!n to a clinic. her head was covered / What information is
turday. Authorities be- There a drug was used {0  during the ordeal. Later, miss-ing from the Wﬂ?

lieve the child was taken induce labour. she was given money for :
by baby traffickers. Mrs Santos, who was a taxi home. — Sapa-AP. | D0 You think ony other

ani 0™~ = oci shoutd be inckided?
story, who 1

source of information?
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FROM BANNER TO PAGE : THE SHAPING OF A STORY

'-;_:Newsisconstructed - o e
~ To construct something means to bunid or make it by fitting the parts together We oonstruct _
~ houses and cars, for example But news is also constructed. Newspapers and the news

 that they present are made by people. Reporters and editors decide which stories should _
~ go into the newspaper. In this way they ‘construct’ the news. They choose certain facts and

- omit others. They also make choices about how to present their facts and what to empha-
- sise. They do this by using the active voice lnstead of the passive, ‘mother’ instead o
 ‘Isabel Santos etc. How do you think they make these chomes'? What gundes them in +

| f decidlng'?

Construct your own news

1. Rewrite the banner on the opposite page to put the emphasis on who did the action.
2. Rewrite the story headline to place the emphasis on the role of the police.

3. With a partner, compare your new banners and headlines. Then look back at the original
banner and headline. Which do you think readers would find more interesting? Why?

4. Role play an interview between a reporter and Mr José Santos, the husband of Isabel, in
which you discuss the baby-snatching incident. Then rewrite the story to include material from
the interview. How does it change the story? Does it make it more or less interesting for the

reader? Why?
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FROM PAGE TO POSTER : THE SHAPING OF A STORY

Read carefully the story below which appeared in The Star, 31 March 1992

By Clyde Johnson
Lowveld Bureau

HAZYVIEW — Three police-
men steered an aggressive 2m
crocodile from grounds of a Ha-
zyview church at the weekend
and led it to a nearby stream.

++ Warrant Officer Raymond Le
Clus said constables Jacques
Nel and Johan Niewenhuizen
were on dpatrol when they were
waved down by a man and
woman on Sunday at 8 pm.

“Come quickly the crocodile
has entered the grounds of the
Hazyview Christian Church and
we are terrified,” they said.

The policemen found the rep-
tile between the church building
and a security fence and ra-
dioed for help.

Warrant Officer Le Clus ar-

rived shortly afterwards.

Using wooden poles they gen-
tly prodded the croe towards a
back gate.

“It became aggressive and
refused to budge so we tried to
entice it with a dead chicken
but that also failed,” Warrant
Officer Le Clus said. But after
spraying it with a hosepipe the
croc became calmer and slowly
moved towards the gate.

Once it had left the grounds,
about and hour later, the men
— keeping their distance — ac-
companied the huge reptile to a
stream about 50 m away. As
they reached the water there
was a splash, then another as it
rapidly swam away.

The stream links up with the
Sabie River and the policemen,
satisfied the croc would come
to no harm, left for home.

ell me,
andi, 15 this croc
noly, or i it hurgrj?

It's just Yorrible,

G&Tgt Horrible and
hoir—rda'rgl

1. Now think of five banners for the story. Try to make your headlines interesting so that readers
will want to read the story. When you construct your banners, remember the language fea-

tures that you identified on p.5.

2. When you have made your list, rank them in the order of your preference.
3. Exchange your banners with a partner. Rank his/her banners and then discuss together why

you ranked them as you did.

4. Choose your best banner and then construct a headline for your story. Bear in mind the differ-

ences between banners and story headlines that you noticed on p.14.

5. Look at the actual banner and headline of the story (printed at the bottom of the page).

Compare them with your own and discuss which one you prefer.

6. Make a list of criteria for a good headline.

N

weaJjsdn poosa aoijod s38b 2040 Bulob-yoinyo Aibuy :aulpesH Ai0iS
MOOHS HOHNHO NI 3T71d000HD ‘8uljpesH Jauueg
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NEWS REPORTS : WHO SPEAKS AND WHO IS SILENT/SILENCED?

Read carefully the story below and discuss the accompanying questions.

omitted from the hendline and what informotion does it emdhasise?
: = ALY
Minister, teachers sued for school caning

Court Reporter him to. They had also offered e father has claimad)that

him money. the punishment, six ciuts, was
The father of a Randburg The girls who saw him flash / excessive and not justified by
schoolboy, who was caned after  “just laughed”, said the boy, the offence. The boy was unable

showing his private parts to  who added that he now regret- | to sit or lie on his back for at

I'(Lmlr\ at the woice of the verb in this headline . What information

girls in his Std 6 class, has sued ted exposing himself. least a week as a result of the
three schoolteachers and the A week later his teachers injuries, which included severe |
Minister of Education and Cul- found out about the incident. weals and blood blisters.

he father has claimed)
R or the boy for medical
and psychological expenses,
R2 000 for estimated future ex-
penses, and R10 000 for pain,
suffering and inconvenience,

ture far more than R13 000. e father has claimed)in
(The 17-year-old boy )yester- [court papers that on the orders
ay told the Rand Supreme |[of MJ Potgieter, and in the
Court that he dropped his pants | presence of Johan Grobler, Piet
at school in November 1989 | Otto administered a sever
after fellow pupils had dared kbeatlng.

Rewnte the fathers
cloims in direct, speech. How
does this chonge, the
Story

“Whose side
do you think the court reporter
is on? Try to refer to. the Story

to Support your
VIews.

Research Project

Look at any newspaper. What kind of
people are usually quoted in the
newspaper and whose views are gen-
erally omitted? Is this a form of

discrimination?
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NEWS REPORTS : WHAT REALLY HAPPENED?

LeF‘_s look at how Sunday Star reporters and editors construct the same news event in different
editions pf the newspaper. On 26 July 1992 the Africa and Late Final editions of the Sunday
Star carried stories of mass action in Johannesburg. But what really happened in Johannesburg

on that day?

SuNDAY Star Jury 26 1992 5

VIOLENT CONFRONTATION with
Inkatha averted in mass campaign

Marchers
lay siege

WE SHALL
OVERCOME
.« » defiant
protesters are
forced into a
prison van
oulside the
Jeppe Street
Post Office
yesterday.
moTung

DEBBIE YAIBENX

to Joburg
post office

w Mass action: The ANC

campaign almost flared into violence
yesterday, but the main Johannesburg
march fizzled oul.

By SunsTAR REPORTERS

HUNDREDS of demonstrators laid siege Lo the Jo-
hannesburg Post Office in Jeppe Street yesterda
morning &t the ANC's mass action campalgn loc
oll.

And In Durban and Maritzburg, the start of yester-
day's campalgn almest ended in bloody batties in the
city centres when ANC marchers were confronted by

armed Inkatha supporters.
Dut elsewhere in Johanneshurg, the main thrust of

the campalgn — a march on John Vorster Square
and then the Transvaal Provincial Administration

officea — fzzled oul before reaching its Largels.

Deliance

In Johanneshurg, hundreds of demonsirators
showed their defiance by singing and dancing their
way inlo detention yesterday, as the occupation of
the Post Office canie to a peaceful, If noisy, end.

As the mass-action campaigners weee shoved Into
yellow SAP “padidy wagons”, they sang liberalion
songs, toyl-toyled, and stomped their feel on the

floors of the vehicles.
Police said they arrested aboul 300 people, bul
mass action organisers claimed at least 500 protes-

ters were taken away.

Police spokesman Lieutenaot Wikus Weber said:
“We had given warnings earlier In the week thal we
were nol going o tolerate occupations of Govern-
ment bulldings, and the people arrested al Lthe Jeppe
post office disrupled Its normal functioning.

In Maritzburg, swift-acting ANC marshalls and
leaders prevented a potentially explosive confronta-
tion with Inkatha in Pietermaritz Street, immediate-
ly behind the Supreme Court building.

Police officials quickly escorted LFP supporters
out of the area.

In the ensuing fracas, a journalist and a phologra-
pher were assaulted by an IFP supporter.

Armed

Police sald the Inkatha members were armed,

Describing the incident as an “ambush”, ANC lead-
er Reggie Hadebe said this confirmed the organi-
sation's suspicions that the IFP's counler mass-ac-
tion campalgn involved deploying armed members
at strateglc places.

During the Durban confrontation, IFP supporters
grabbed and tore up an ANC flag in the no man's
land between the two groups and then sel it alight,
holding it up defiantly on spear point. ANC youlhs
responded by burning a poster of Inkatha lead-
er Mangosuthy Buthelezi.

Tha" | 5 l"
NI
i*. . ‘* ’.‘.ﬁ"'
',.‘-A:EF.- g LW

In both cities police intervened and kept the *
groups apart.

While police were escorting the Inkatha suj

ters in Maritzburg away from the ANC roule, an
FP member struck Sunday Tribune reporter Pra-
kash Naidoo and Natal Witness photographer Elaine
Anderson. Threats were also hurled al journalist La-
kela Kaunda

At the Johannesburg march, about 500 supporters
began the Peace and Democracy march on John

Vorster Square at 10 amn.
The crowd had swelled to about 1000 by the time

it reached the central Johannesburg police station,
where march leadershanded over a pelition ad-
dressed to President F W de Klerk which demanded
a democratically elected Constituent Assembly and
an interim government of national unity, among
other demands.

In an address to the crowd gathered at the police
station, ANC executive member Steve Tshwete be-
moaned Lhe poor turnout.

Contrary to the original plan, the march on the
TPA's offices was cancelled because support was
dwindling rapidly as the crowd made its way Jown
the city's streets.

the Neadiines, Sub-heads
and Captions of the. b Stories.
How do they differ in

empnasis ?
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NEWS REPORTS : WHAT REALLY HAPPENED?

JOBURG PROTEST fizzles out
due to lack of crowd support

Marchers
fail to
pitch up

® Mass action: ANC
supporters took to the streets around

the country, but the main
Johannesburg march to the TP’A
ollir es petered out after the expected

thousands falled to pitch up.
By Manx STANSTIELD

THE main thrust ol the ANCs rolling mass action
¢a npign In Johannesburg — & march on John
Voister Square and then the Transvaal Provincial
Admii stration offices — fizzled out belore reaching
s tarpel yesterday.,

First, the expecied thousands falled to pllch vp st
the sct ecfu'ed 10 am start Then, contrary to the plan,
the murch on the TI'A's olfices was cancelled be-
cause vyl was dwindling rapldly as the crowd
mude ity way down cily strecla

Abemit 500 supporicrs began the Peace and De-
moct 2y miat ch on John Vorsier Square at 10 am

SunoAY STAR Juy 26 1992 &

MARCHING [T
FOR CHANGE
... asmaller FNL
crown than Ayl fg: .
expected join I =
the ""Peace H §
and f§ N
Democracy ™’ . -

march through
Joburg on the
way lo John
Vorster
Square.

Peluee: Gary Bemard

L]
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sprartheld,” he aald

The march was peaceful throoghout
In Pretoria an intended march on the Unlon Bulld-

ings was abruptly cancelled aller police stopped
ihe procession midway, apparently because protes-
ters did not [ollow Lhe prescribad roule.

In Cape Town & “human chain™ was succowfully
strung around Lhe city's ceniral besiness district as
part of the campaign The prolest was peaceful, but
palice reported arresting several people at train sta-
Uans for minor of fences.

Earlier about 200 IFP supporters, armed with
spears and stucks, arrived al the start of a march by
the ANC and prevented the protesters trom taking
their planned roule through the city centre

The IFP supporiers had been angered by a
planned mock trlal in which ANC supporters sald
they would “scotence” Inkatha leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezs and De Klerk

Heavily armed police quickly formed a barrier
belween the (wo groupa

The IFP group was il {irst reluctant o disperse,

About 2 000 ANC supporters occupled a section of
Durban's West Streel aller a lerse stand-oll with

armed Inkatha Freedom Party supporters,

but left afler police assurances Lhal there would be
no “senlencing” of the IF1" leader.

The ANC criticised police lor [alling Lo disarm
the IFP group.

The crowd had swelled to about 1 000 by the time
It ress hed the notorlous central Johannesburg po-
llee ststion where march leaders, Including ANC
depmty president Walter Slsulu, handed over a peti-
tlon addressed to P'resident F W de Klerk which
demanded a democratically elected Constituent As-
semihly and an Interim government of natlonal unity,
amng other demands,

AN executive member Steve Tshwete — In an
addrevi to the crowd gathered al the police sta-
tion, hemnaned the poor lurnout.

“It s»ems thal to some of our people these
marches are 2 waste of lime, bul they arc de-
slened 10 bring down (he Sodom snd Gomorrah of

ring in mind
Pages on p.10-1, which
edition (b you think each Skory comes
from?Develop an arqument” to
s, o arsue

Examine the
£ t:g:savdpidurmhmdxstay.
You tink the captions are qppropriate
to the pictures? Ukitemndiﬂ‘e;mom
for each picture Saging what: the picture i
about. and then choose the option that you
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WHAT IS AN EDITORIAL?

June 1992.

‘Comment’ on p.1 of this book is an example of an editorial. It appeared in the Sowetan in

—

Jobu, we've looked at bannets,
headllines, front pages awl news
stor'es. But what aboxt editordals 7
How (s an editorial different

ftom o news story T

It's €asy ,my bra. A news shurtrhz
3-‘ws us ¢he facts. It's aln‘ecﬁve.
A editoral gives us the opinions
of the editor. So the editorial 1S
.:ubJ'cche.Ist what the edor

7 Eha by aboct ke mt.s_'
R o7
L UL INCE

1;4 J'abu ! Either You are_bling

OF Yo are P"'tf""j jm&.
How can you Say o news

% So, Thand!, M?gw .Sa-:j'inj we Can't trust
the newspapers !
aden ‘e tru_t_} bat ﬂ“'.fj' one. pc.'nt of View ﬂbnu.t:

Are Hou .Saj-.r}j news Stores

Storyf is just the facts 7
Whose facts § Which facts 7
How are. ordered © What
(s mq'Ss{nﬂ'? A rows Story
(S

What I'm Saying IS I“""“"-" happened 7
that a IEw S
of the wond !
ust asic

Such as “What kind of world uces
this news poper Show me 77

»} (S not a mirtronr

must be cnbaal, wWe.
questbons «uhout what we

constructed,
SD_ how can /'t be -y
Juse Hfactual and
Z G‘{jtc.{:i\re: r o

fo Hey guys ! You're not
c}.nsmn'nj i quesﬁ‘an.c;abm

can gou give me Some ‘Ej‘lt e

Sure ! News Stores pretend to be
n%‘ec&‘v&. 'nwﬂ ae .Sn.du'a : "This
1S the world. Hete are the Facts “ An

editorial does not Pne.tcnd.IfJ":[-f-‘
“This /S what we thiak.Th's (s
our view about the news “ }

Research

Find the editorials in two or three news-

papers. The e

ditorial is usually located in a

column towards the middle pages of the

newspaper. In

some papers the editorial is

called ‘Comment’ or ‘Our View’, or you can
recognise it by the name of the newspaper at
the top of the column. Read the editorials
carefully and consider the questions to the

right.

20

. What do you notice about the

kinds of words that the editor uses

and the way s/he uses them?

How does the writer try to con-
vince the reader that his/her view
IS right?

. What is the relation between the
editorial and other stories in the
newspaper?




USING WHAT WE HAVE LEARNT

Now you have a chance to apply what you have learnt about language, power and
newspapers. The questions below will help you to read the articles on the following
pages critically. You should be able to use the questions on any article, although they
will not all be equally useful for all articles.

Banners

Front page

Headlines

Boxes

Different
editions

Reporters

Editors

Advertisers

Questions to ask of newspaper texts

<

Owners

Which people and events are in the news
and which are not?

. Which facts are selected for a text and

which are not?

. Where does the information come from?
Who is quoted and who is not?

. What words and phrases have been chosen

to present the information?

. Why is the information presented as it is?

. What are the possibilities for using lan-

guage to present the same information dif-
ferently? How would this change the
emphasis?

. How are the facts ordered in the article?

. Whose interests are served by the article?

Whose interests are harmed?

. How does the article strengthen or resist

the positions of those who have power in
society?

. Does the article change your own point of

view in any way? Why? Why not?

Newsmakers

Readers

Pictures

Sub-headings

Captions

Editorials

Bold print

Back page

News stories

Censors

Write down other questions that will help you to read newspaper articles critically.
Use your own questions together with the questions on this page to read the articles
on the following pages. Perhaps new questions will come to mind as you read.
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TEXTS TO INTERROGATE

Now you have a chance to apply what you have learnt about language, power and
newspapers. The questions below will help you to read the articles on the following
pages critically. You should be able to use the questions on any article, although they
will not all be equally useful for all articles.

ANC ducks
the AWB's
right hook

By ROSALEE TELELA

IT was a very uneven fight, with about
30 members of the Afrikaner Weer-
standsbeweging vowing to stop at least
8 000 African National Congress
marchers at the Jan Lotz Stadium in

Krugersdorp, west of Johannesburg, this
week.

In the centre of the ring was the Unit-
ed Nations referee, Hisham Omayad,
while the police and members of the
media took ringside seats.

The 8 000 ANC supporters gathered
at the stadium outside Krugersdorp in
preparation for a march to the town
council as part of the nationwide mass
action campaign. They intended pre-

senting a memorandum to Minister of
Local Government and local MP Leon
Wessels. Watching their arrival was a
small group of AWB armed
with pistols and batons.

The last to arrive was the head of the
UN monitoring team, Omayad, who
was loudly greeted by ANC supporters
cheering, ululating, and shouting slo-
gans. He was accompanied by the PWV
regional peace committee chairman,
Rupert Lorimer.

Round one was about to begin.
Lorimer pleaded with the 30 AWB sup-
porters not to throw the first punch.

Inside the stadium the ANC marchers
were dancing and singing. ANC Kagiso
branch chairman Uhuru Mioloa said the
police should not let the AWB carry
“thetr traditional :

AWRB leader Colonel Henry de Beer
gave an impromptu media conference
— for whites only. A photographer
from The Sowetan, Mbuzeni Zulu, was
prevented from taking pictures by AWB
members.

De Beer tried to go for a knockout,
claiming that “the march is a provoca-
live action ... it is totally illegal. They
(the ANC) don’t ask, they just take
over”. He threatened that “if the police
don’t stop this, we will”.

An AWB supporter said “reinforce-
ments” were on the way. At this point
Omayad stepped in, asking De Beer to
“give the police a chance to resolve the
situation”. He assured the AWB that the
UN observers “understand their posi-
tion”, but added that the peopie of South
Africa should resolve their own prob-
lems. “The United Nations is here strict-
ly to observe,” he said.

When marchers began to Jeave the
stadium on their way to the centre of
Krugersdorp, AWB members blocking
the road were ordered by the police to
move out of the way. Reluctantly they
walked away, their fists clenched. The
bout ended without a punch being

thrown and the march continued, peace-
fully.

WM al.’lq 3 'G:1

Misled meddlers de-manning the

Makers deny SA
drugs cost most

THE  Pharmaceutical He also repeated an
Manufacturers’ Asso- earlier statement that
ciation (PMA) yester- the medical forum
day condemned as a fal- mooted by Health Min-
lacy suggestions that ister Dr Rina Venter
medicine in South Afri- should not only look at
ca was the most expen- the “alleged” high cost
sive in the world. of medicines, but rather
PMA executive direc- develop an  overall
tor Mr John Toerien health strategy.
said in a statement in He said one could not
Pretonna the claim — compare the price of
which was made by the medicines and other
Natal Coastal branch of items from country to
the Medical Association country because econ-
of South Africa — was omic conditions were so
incorrect. different. — Sapa.
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UARD YOUR tongue! That's

the message to the staff of
720 schools on Merseyside as edu-
cation chiefs crack the linguistic
whip. These misled meddlers
should brace themselves for the
inevitable backlash.

For a start, they say in a draft
report, words such as “manpow-
er’, “manning”, “man-made”,
“man hours” and “chairman”
should be outlawed as sexist. In-
stead, “workforce”, “staffing”,
“artificial”, “work hours” and
“chair” would take over. “Man-
hole” would simply disappear.

There should be no more head-
masters and headmistresses, only
headteachers, and the phrase “of-
ficers and their wives” should be-
come “officers and their part-
ners’.

Girl talk comes under special
scrutiny: “Girls are female
humans under 18 vears of age;
after that they become women.

school manuals

Addressing women as giris should
be avoided.”

The word “ladies” should be
used only for titled women (what
if they’re under 18?) and “empha-
sis on physical characteristics of
women is offensive” (not to Dolly
Parton, it isn’t).

And so the document goes on, at
wearisome length, covering a
wide range of subjects from rac-
ism to lesbianism. Perhaps the
most ludicrous outcome, if the Li-
verpool City Council is daft

enough to endorse the document,
is that blackboards will be ban-
ished from the classroom. They
will be replaced by “chalkboards”.




TEXTS TO INTERROGATE

Outcry over

wild justice

COLOMBO - Sn Lankan
Newspapers yesterday con-
demned as “Wild West jus-
tice’’ and “constitutional
kidnapping’’ a US Su-
preme Court decision al-
lowing Washington to ab-
duct alleged criminals from
foreign countnes.

The government-owned
Sunday Observer said the
judgment, criticised by US

neighbours Mexico and
Canada, was a “20th-cen-
tury version of the crude
and violent Wild West that
lassoed helpless natives to
be tned in Yankee kanga-
roo courts’’.

The staid Sunday Times,
an independent newspaper,
asked whether constitu-
tional kidnapping was part
of the New World Order

US President George Bush
was proclaiming.

It said the move would
ring alarm bells in Sn
Lanka and other small
Third World nations.

The furore follows a Su-
preme Court decision al-
lowing the United States to
kidnap foreign suspects and
bring them (o tnal. - Sapa-
Reuter.

What did he want
at the disco?

[ WISH torespond to George Zikajo in his letter published
in Soweran of May 25 1992 under the heading: “Parents
are not strict enough with their children’’.
Zikajo, when you say you visited a disco and found
children dancing, smoking, drinking and saw a 15-year-
old-girl in the arms of a 30-year-old, what did you want in
the disco? What action did you take? The action you took
i1s to blame the parents. Will you come out with solutions?
In my mund it sounds like you were going to the disco
to look for 15-year-old girls.

SYDNEY TSHABALALA, Tshiawelo, Soweto

NN

0

//. w2t

Mgyse HES NOT READY
To DONATE HIS ORGANS
AFTER ALL .
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READING THIS BOOK CRITICALLY

One of the aims of this book is to help you to read newspapers critically so that you can
detect the ideas and attitudes that lie behind them. This will assist you in making up
your own mind about where you stand rather than simply accepting the position which
the newspaper defines for you as a reader.

Of course, this book is also based on particular ideas about people, education, lan-
guage, news and power. What are these ideas? Some of them may be stated clearly,
while others may be hidden. You, as a reader, may have other ideas.

Here are some questions to help you to examine the ideas and attitudes of this book
critically:

Which newspapers
i i ' - Y YTy PR TR e B A5 g R0 oo
o I; “ndiailot E e o Pe vk YT L G
- AL R e T e SR BN VTR Y YA P A . M TR A .
which ore not ?Whot repsons -
ie?
mld wrc m FN mls CRITICAL LANGUAGE AWARENESS SERIES

Edited by Hilary Janks

Langua
and the ﬂ:w

How Qre the ex-
ercises ordered? How would o

rearrangement of the orler
thange the bodk. ¢

At 2(re Some bt s
ed and oﬂlerspigmd?
why

% hose interests dogt
this book serve ?

5

Gunose Pp——ps ) o 105 o (g ond ) :
? .

LUMtdwsit_m_t_sug?

this book and whose ore left out

Questions, of course, are also constructed. They focus your attention on certain things
and perhaps distract you from things that are more important to you. Construct some of
your own questions to help you to read this book critically.
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My name is Peter Rule. | am a teacher and a writer. At the moment |
work at the University of the Witwatersrand in the Department of African
Literature. | am thirty years old, and | grew up in Johannesburg, where |
- live today with my wife and young son. He is two years old and is teach-
 ing me a lot about the meaning of life.
|

Besides being a teacher, | am also a learner. | am often confused
about what is true and what is not true, especially in a country as
~ beautiful and terrifying as this our South Africa. This confusion leads me
. toask questions, which | believe is the beginning of making knowledge.

What | wish for you through this book is courage and determination in
g B | the search for what is true.

Other titles in the Critical Language Awareness Series:

Language and Position by Hilary Janks
Languages in South Africa by Janet Orlek
Language, Identity and Power by Hilary Janks
Language, Advertising and Power by Stella Granville
Words and Pictures by Denise Newfield

All the writers in this series are teachers who are interested in the relationship between language and
power. They have worked together with their students or other teachers to produce a workbook. |
would like to encourage students and teachers to construct their own Critical Language Awareness
materials and am willing to consider publishing complete workbooks as part of the series. There are
so many ways of exploring language and power that the series must necessarily remain open ended.

The writers and | would also welcome constructive suggestions on how to improve the published
workbooks.

Series Editor

Correspondence should be addressed to:

Hodder & Stoughton Educational Witwatersrand University Press
Southern Africa Private Bag 3

P.O. Box 3948 2050 Wits

Randburg
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