
Implementation of the Wits Data Vault 

(repository) as part of ensuring digital 

cooperation: a case of the Wits University



Challenges in the current environment?



At the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits), several 

challenges hinder effective Research Data Management 

(RDM), particularly in the life sciences and postgraduate 

research domains. Here are the key issues identified:

1. Lack of a Formal RDM Policy
Wits currently does not have a comprehensive institutional RDM policy.

2. Limited Awareness and Training
Many researchers at Wits are either unaware of existing RDM support or 
lack access to appropriate training

3. Infrastructure Gaps
While Wits is research-intensive, the infrastructure for storing, preserving, 
and sharing research data—especially raw data from theses and 
dissertations—is still developing. There is limited integration between 
Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETD) systems and data repositories

4. Data Format and Integration Challenges
Researchers face difficulties in managing diverse data formats, including 
digital humanities, recordings, and complex datasets.



5. Fragmented Support Services
Support for RDM is not centralized, and services are often disconnected 
from research workflows.

6. Need for Cultural Change
Although awareness is growing, many researchers still do not prioritize RDM 
due to a lack of incentives or understanding of its long-term value.

7. Digital Skills Gaps
Many academic staff and researchers are not adequately trained in data 
management best practices.

8. Security and Privacy Risks Fears
With the shift to open digital platforms, data security is a concern for many 
stakeholders in the university.



Before – Action – Review 

Where did we start in 2023?

 



 

❑Wits Research Data Management (RDM) policy, not 

comprehensive or fully implemented.

❑Wits RDM Policy under review, 2025

❑ Stakeholder consultation in process



 

Implementing an RDM Strategy by Wits Libraries 



 

The Open Scholarship Team posts all filled in 2023-2024 

Organogram: Open Scholarship Team 2024



 

Tools/resources required for effective 

workflow by the team? 
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Research Outputs (Publications) 



 

Research Outputs (Datasets) 

Wits Data Vault Repository – To be launched, IDW 2025:

                Brisbane: Australia



RDM Services & Evidence Reporting



         RDM Workflow



Retrospective Research Outputs to be curated



Retrospective Datasets to be curated



Uploaded Datasets in pilot test - plus 10,000 from 57,000 

discovered from Dimensions and other sources 



Datasets, views, and downloads



 

Successful RDM should be built around:



 RDM Services & (11) Faculty Libraries Integrated 

Training  



After – Action – Review (AAR) 

2024 – Onwards…

Wits Libraries reports - Datasets (Visibility 

and Impact), through the 

✓ Institutional Scorecard, and

✓ Annual Faculty Performance 

Reviews 



Lazarus Matizirofa
Associate Director: Research, Scholarly Communication, Digital Systems & 

Services, Wits Libraries
lazarus.matizirofa@wits.ac.za

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0021-2738

Dr Daisy Selematsela
(Professor of Knowledge Management, UJ)
University Library Director, Wits Libraries

daisy.selematsela@wits.ac.za 
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9035-1319

mailto:lazarus.matizirofa@wits.ac.za
mailto:daisy.selematsela@wits.ac.za

	Slide 1:       
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

