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ABSTRACT : THE PUBLIC REALM

PART OF A BALANCED CITY 

This p roject  d e a ls  with the p ublic  realm . In p a r t ic u la r  it  d e a l s  with  two 

aspects of the p ub lic  realm. F ir s t l y  it  d e a ls  with the networks of mutual 

support that operate  in the public  realm , and secondly i t  d e a ls  w ith  the 

a b i l it y  of the mutual support network to  a ffo rd  opportunity . The -full 

potential o-f t h i s  a b i l i t y  has not been r e a l is e d  in  Johannesburg . Viewed 

against the pr ivace  realm , in terms o f r e a l is e d  p o t e n t ia l ,  the p u b l ic  

realm i s  found to  be operating  i n e f f i c e i n t l y .

Encouraged public  realm use through design  and relaxed  l e g is l a t io n  i s  

aimed at enabling  the r e a l is a t io n  of public  realm p o t e n t ia l .  With 

both the p u b lic  and p riv ate  realms r e a l i s in g  th e ir  fu ll  p o ten tia l  it  i s  

p ossible  to view  the  c ity  as balanced .

From the theory we f i n d ,

1. Patterns  of use or routes  in the c it y  form part of the network of 

nutual support.

2 . T h is  network enables  social and economic op p o rtu n ities .

3 . Patterns  of use in the public  realm support the p r iv a te  realm  and 

a s s is t  in i t s  expansion .

4 . L e g is la t io n  and lack of space r e s t r ic t  informal acul'^ity.

5 .  The public  realm has a ro le  to p lay  in structuring  the  c it ,  around 

the patterns  of use  and the networks o. mutual support.

This in d ic a t e s  that patterns  ex ist  in  t h •» public  realm and that  these  

patterns can be harnessed for social and economic advancement. It  a ls o  

ind icates  that the p r iv ate  realm i s  enabled  by the public  realm . The 

publ'.c r e a lm 's  potential  i s n 't  r e a l is e d  through l e g is la t io n  and lack  of 

space in  the r ig h t  p lace .



The app lication  of theory *r the c it y  revealed  that the lack o-f space  

•for informal a c t iv i t y  i s  a problem. Streets  where informal t r a d e  i s

allowed became pedestrian  str e e ts  only. m order that -flows are  not

dissipated- to a point  where economic and s o c i a d v a n t a g e  can not  be
7

taken«,these s tr e e ts  must be those that are  clustered  around the  s t a t i o n ,  

p art ic u larly  those on the south s id e  o-f the station

The public  realm potential  -for r e a l i s in g  social and economic p o t e n t i a l s  

is  dependent on generators  of f lo w . The public  realm on i t s  own, without 

s u ff ic e in t  f lo w , cannot generate  the social and economic p o t e n t i a l s .  It 

can only house them.

In view of t h i ^  it  i s  suggested that areas  where high  flow  occur in the  

c ity  be sought and that the ir  p o t e n t ia ls  be maximised. One s u g g e st io n  

is  that space be made at the statio n  by decking  the r a ilw ay  in  fro n t  of 

Park Station  for t h i s  purpose. Another is  that in the  p lan ning  o f  new 

c it ie s  and towns, p ub lic  realm areas  and p laces  of expected h igh  flow  

be reserved for the  function  of r e a l is a t io n  of informal social  and 

economic opportunity .
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