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                                                       ABSTRACT 

he main aim of the study was to explore the residents’ perception of urban integration or integration of 
their settlement with the Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality (EMM) in terms of the economic, spatial, 

olitical, environmental and social aspects. In order to accomplish this aim, data were gathered from a 
sample of twelve Dukathole informal settlement residents in the EMM. A research questionnaire was used 

 data were analyzed qualitatively using both coding and 
thematic formats. The findings of the study demonstrated that Dukathole informal settlement is spatially, 
conomically, and socially integrated with the EMM. However it is not environmentally and politically 

h the EMM. More importantly it is the physical location of the community that has ensured that 
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as the main instrument of data collection. Collected

e
integrated wit
Dukathole informal settlement is economically and socially integrated with the EMM city. These results led 
to the conclusion that the proposed government processes to relocate Dukathole informal settlement to 
distant areas will disintegrate or exclude this community from the EMM city.  

It was also discovered that the majority of the respondents are unemployed and involved in the informal 
sector of the economy with less income. This automatically excludes them from the formal housing 
processes as they could not afford. Based on the forgoing finding it was concluded that formal rental 
accommodation does not and will not cater for the urban poor.  
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