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2 .1 .22  Noun Class 18

2 .1 .22 .1  P r e f ix :  /mu-/

/mu-/ i s  p re f ix ed  to  a l l  bases ;  the  p r e f ix  vowel / u /  i s  

d e le t ed  befo re  nouns which have an i n i t i a l  vowel; before  o th e r  vowel 

commencing b ase s ,  the  p r e f i x  vowel i s  r e t a i n e d  and the  p rocesses  of  

vowel leng then ing  and g l id e  format ion take p la ce .

(1) Noun Base

m-embo

< embo (5) 

m-oshimbale

< oshimbale (7) 

m-cmundilo

< omundilo (3) 

m -ouf i ta

< o u f i t a  (14)

(2) Possess ive  bbse

mu-yaye "inside his (hut)"

< yaye (9) 

mu-yetu " in  our (p lace ) "

< ye tu  (9) 

muyange " in s id e  my (room)"

< yange (9)

mulavo " to  t h e i r  (homestead)"

< lavo (5)

"in  tf--' book"

"book"

" in  the  basket"  

"baske t"

" in  the  f i r e "

" f i r e "

" in  the  w i lde rness"  

"wilderness"
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(3) Absolute  pronoun base

I l e n i  muoo (omaumbo) "Ente r  i n to  them (houses)"

I I a  muyo (ondjuo) "Go in to  i t  (room)1'

I l a  musho (o sh i lan d e lo )  "Go in to  i t  (shop)"

(4) Demonstrative base

rnu-adi cmwa:di]l /  " in  these  ( d i s t r i C  ' "

< /ad i  ~ e d i / 2y/ (4) ( 1 s t  p o s i t i o n )

muako cmwaikol " in  t h a t  (w in te r ) "

< /ako ~ oko/ (15) (2nd p o s i t i o n )  

mualinya cmwailinal  " in  t h a t  (dam) yonder"

< / l i n y a  ~ l i n y a /  (5) (3rd p o s i t io n )

2 .1 .2 2 .2  Numbe r

Class  18 nouns are  a l l  n eu t ra l  in  number.

2 .1 .2 2 .3  S ig n i f i c an c e

Class  13 i n d i c a t e s  lo c a t io n  o r  motion or  a c t i o n  ' i n ,  i n t o ,  

w i th in ,  i n s i d e ,  on' some o b j e c t  or  p lace  (o r  t i m e ) :

meumbo " in  the  homestead"

moshilandelo " in  the shop"

monduda " in  the  hut"

momifima " in  the  sp r ings"

Ondili  mondjuo "I am in s i d e  the  house"

Homeka ombele moshipa "Put  the  k n i f e  in the  sheath"

Ye okwaendaenda moilonoo "He t r a v e l l e d  through c i t i e s '

1/  See f o o t n o t e  1,  p . 30 and Appendix  i .

2 /  For  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l l o m o r p h s ,  s e e  2 . 3 . 2 .



Mefiku e t i t a t u  okwamona onhele  "On the  t h i r d  day he saw the  place

Vo otavakwata eesh i  diha.pu "They ca tch  many f i s h  in the  dam" 
meta le  olo
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2.2 Absolute Pronouns

There a re  ab so lu t e  pronouns f o r  the  1 s t  and 2nd persons 

s i n g u l a r  and p lu ra l  as well as f o r  the  va r ious  c l a s s e s .

2 .2 .1  Morphological s t r u c t u r e

c l a s s e s  2 to  15 is

The s t r u c t u r e  of  a l l  ab so lu t e  pronouns (see  Table 4) f o r  

^ C (G)
0

C (G)
G
V

Class 11 has a l t e r n a t i v e  forms /1 o -  o> Two-/ 

o b so le scen t .

the l a t t e r  is  now

2 .2 .2  Absolute pronouns 

Table 4

(a) ■(b) (posess ive  stems)

1 s t  p. sg. ame -nge

p i . fye -e tu

2nd p. sg. ove -oye

p i . nye -eni

Class 1 ye -ye

2 VO -VO

3 wo -vio

4 do

0~a1

5 lo - l o

6 00 -0

" 7 ■ sho -sho

8 yo -yo

9 yo -yo

10-9 do -do

11 lo % Two “ lO

12 ko -ko

14 sg. wo “WO

p i . VO -VO

15 kwo -kwo

16 po -po

17 ko “ko

18 mo “mo
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2 .2 .3  U nin f lec ted  pronouns

Absolute pronouns may occur a p p o s i t i o n a H y  in  a noun phrase  

with emphatic s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  o r  they may occur independent ly  to fu n c t io n  

as s u b j e c t  in  a sen tence .  I f  the  s u b j e c t  i s  no t  rep re se n te d  by a no the r  

s u b s t a n t iv e  - »- the  case  of  1 s t  and 2nd persons e s p e c i a l l y ) , the 

a b so lu t e  pronoun u s u a l l y  occurs in the  s u b j e c t  s l o t .

Both independent and dependent a b so lu t e  pronouns always 

show concordia l  agreement with the  headword of  the  phrase  or  sentence  

. whether i t  appears in  the  su r face  s t r u c t u r e  o r  no t ,

2 .2 .3 .1  Examples

Ye okwaendaenda moiTonga nomomikunda "He t r a v e l l e d  through c i t i e s
and v i l l a g e s "

Ye omuxunganeki "He i s  a prophet"

Arne ndinokunangala nokukofa "I must l i e  down to  s leep"

Nye tamupewa eenhono "You w i l l  rece ive  s t r e n g th "

Arne ondarnona-yo "I too saw"

( / - y o /  i s  a verbal  e n c l i t i c  meaning "too")

Ove o t o u l i k i l e - n g e  oinima iwa inene "You ( w i l l )  show me many
good th ings"

2 .2 .4  In f ! e c te d  pronouns

Absolute pronouns may occur as the  base in possess ive  

c o n s t r u c t io n s  in which case the  forms c i t e d  in (b) of  Table 4 occur .

The forms c i t e d  in l i s t  (a) occur as the  bases in  o th e r  

i n f l e c t i o n s  such as Agent ives ,  Loca t ives ,  A ss o c i a t i v e s ,  and I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  

C o p u la t iv e s . (Absolute pronouns a re  no t  normally used as  the base f o r  

A sso c ia t iv e  c o p u la t iv e s  as o b j e c t  p re f ix e s  occur  with the  a u x i l i a r y  / n a - / ,  

no t pronouns (see  5 . 3 ) ) .

i *■



2 . 2 . 4 . 1

O )

( 2 )

(3)

(4)

Examples 

Agentive base

Oikutu otaikakamwa kuye "The c lo th e s  w i l l  be wrung ou t  by

Omeva o taatu lwa moshitoo kuame "The water  i s  poured in to  the  pot

Omundilo otwadimwa kuame "The f i r e  was put ou t  by me"

Ovanhu otavadinwa kuove "The people a re  desp ised  by you"

Okakala otakadudwa kuyo "The c a r t  i s  p u l le d  by i t "

Locative base

Kala puame^  cpwa:me] = C p ^ : m e ]  "Stay with (nex t  to) me"

Vo otaveuya kufve "They come to us"

Ho otaekeuya kuove ckwoivei "They w i l l  come to you"

Kaleni pufye "Stay with ( a t )  us"

Possess ive  base

her"  |
■ |

by me

Eli  edu l e tu  

onguo yaye 

omaonga avo 

omidi dado 

okaana kange 

ounona veni

"This i s  our land" 

"her d ress"

" t h e i r  spears"

" t h e i r  roo ts"  

"my c h i ld"

"your c h i ld ren"

A sso c ia t iv e - In s t ru m e n ta l  adverb base

Fye ohatuende nasho (osh ihau to)  

Otavanyola nado (eepena)"  

O ta te t e  nayo (ombele) 

Ohatushakeneka naye 

Ohandii nayo

"We w i l l  t r a v e l  by i t  ( c a r ) "  

"They w r i te  with them (pens)"  

"She cu ts  with i t  (k n i f e ) "

"We meet with him"

"I go with them"

1/ See foo tno te  1, p . 30 and TX i .
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(5) Copula tive base ( I d e n t i f i c a t i v e )

Aame " I t  i s  me"

Ovo " I t  i s  they"

Ofye ava " I t  i s  us ( th e se  ones)"

Onye " I t  i s  you ( p i . ) "

Ove " I t  i s  you ( s g . ) "



2.3 Demonstratives

There are  th r e e  s e t s  o f  b a s ic  Demonstratives which may have 

a sp ac ia l  o r  temporal r e fe re n c e .

The 1 s t  p o s i t i o n  r e f e r s  to something r e l a t i v e l y  near  to the  speaker ,  

o r  the  something r e c e n t l y  mentioned, and i t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  as  " t h i s ,  th e se " :

Omhwa ei  oihandunhu "This dog i s  v ic ious"

The 2nd p o s i t i o n  r e f e r s  to something r e l a t i v e l y  d i s t a n t  from the  speaker ,  

or  the  person spoken t o ,  o r  to an even t  which took place  some time a g o .

I t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  by " t h a t ,  those":

Otavalimi mepya omo "They a re  c u l t i v a t i n g  in t h a t  p lo t "

The 3rd p o s i t i o n  r e f e r s  to  something f a i r l y  f a r  d i s t a n t ,  o r  to  some

event  t h a t  took place a long time ago; i t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  by " t h a t ,  those  yonder"

Otavalimi mepya mwinya "They a re  ploughing in yonder p lo t"

The 3rd p o s i t i o n  followed by r e p e t i t i o n  o f  the  f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  

o f  the  form w i th o u t  / a /  r e f e r s  to something f u r t h e r  d i s t a n t :

Otavalimi mepya mwinya mwii "They plough in  the p l o t  f a r  away"

Demonstratives  may occur dependency in  which case they fo llow 

a noun in a noun phrase:

Ombwa ei  oihandunhu "This dog i s  v ic ious"

They may occur independent ly  to func t ion  as s u b j e c t  or

o b j e c t  in a sen tence  (where they s t i l l  agree c o n c o r d i a l l y  with the noun 

although i t  does not appear  in the su r fa ce  s t r u c t u r e ) ,  or they may be 

i n f l e c t e d  (see  2 3 , 2 . 2  p ,38 ) ,
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2 .3 .1  Demonstratives 

Table 5

1 s t  p o s i t i o n  2nd p o s i t i o n  3 rd p o s i t i on

ass 1 -au OU -ao ~ o o (-a) -w inya  + wii

2 -ava a v a 1/ -avo -  ovo ( -a ) -venya  + vee

3 -au mu' ■ OU -ao . oo ( -a) -w inya  ± wii

4 -adi edi -ado -  odo ( - a ) - d in y a  ± d i i

5 -a l  i e l i - a lo  -  olo ( - a ) - l i n y a  ± l i i

6 -aa aa -ao -  oo ( - a ) - en y a  ± ee

7 -ash i eshi - a s h o - o s h o ( - a ) - s h i n y a  ± s h i i

8 - a i ei -ayo -  oyo ( - a ) - i n y a  ± i i

9 -a i rs,' ei -ayo * oyo ( - a ) - i n y a  + i i

10-9 -adi (NJ edi -ado odo ( - a ) - d in y a  + d i i

11 -a l  i e l i - a l o  ~ olo ( - a ) “1inya ± l i i

12 -aka aka -ako -  oko (-a ) -kenya  ± kee

14 sg. -au OU -ao -  oo (-a)-winya.  ± wii

p i . -ava -SI aval/ -avo ~  ovo (-a ) -venya  + vee

15 -aku *s> Oku -ako ~  oko (-a)-kwi nya ± kwii

16 -a pa a pa -apo -  opo ( -a ) -penya  ± pee

17 -aku -s. oku -ako -  oko (-a)-kwinya ± kwii

18 -amu ornu -amo -  omo (-a)-mwinya ± rnwi i
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2 .3 .2  Morphology

The under ly ing  form of a l l  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s  i s  considered 

here  to  commence with i n i t i a l  low vowel / a / .  This form fo l lows  a l l  

p r e f i x e s .

Immediately fo llowing a word boundary,  the  i n i t i a l  vowel 

changes in the  case  of 1 s t  and 2nd p o s i t i o n s ,  or i t  i s  d e le t ed  in 

the  case of the  3rd p o s i t i o n .

A f te r  i n f l e c t i o n a l  p r e f ix e s  con ta in in g  an under ly ing  

high vowel / u / ,  the  phone t ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  process  of g l i d e  formation 

and vowel lengthening o p e ra te s  ( see  p . 88 f . ) ,  p

(1) 1 s t  p o s i t i o n  demonst ra t ives  have underly ing s t r u c t u r e

/ a  - (C)V/ with i n i t i a l  vowel / a /  followed by a concordia l  element 

which i s  i d e n t i c a l  to t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  f o r  c l a s s e s  2 to 18. The 

under ly ing  form with low-vowel / a /  fo l lows an i n f l e c t i o n a l  p refix .  

Immediately f o i l  owing a word boundary,  the  low vowel becomes non-low 

( f r o n t  or uack) i f  the  vowel in the  concordia l  e lement i s  high f r o n t  

or back r esp e c t iv e ly ;  / a /  remains low i f  the  vowel in  the  concord 

i t s e l f  i s  low:

/ - a - d i /  ~ / + e - d i /  (4)

/ -a -m u/  ~ /+o-mu/ (18)

/ - a - a /  ~ / + a - a /  (6)

(2) 2nd p o s i t i o n  dem ons t ra t ives  have underlying s t r u  t u r e  

/ - a -  f(C) ' |  o / .  The f i n a l  vowel of  the  f i r s t  p o s i t i o n  demonstrat ive

• vbecomes mid-back / o /  in a l l  c ases .  In c l a s s e s  8 and 9 th e re  i s  

i n s e r t i o n  of a g l i d e  between the two vowels .
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The allomorph with i n i t i a l  low vowel fo llows a p r e f i x  and 

the  allomorph with mid back / o /  follows a word boundary:

/ - a - d o /  ~ /4-o-do/ (4)

/ -a -m o/  ~ /+o-mo/ (18)

/ - a - o /  ~ /+ 0 - 0 /  (6)

\3) The underly ing form of  3rd p o s i t i o n  demonst ra t ives  fo l lowing  

a morpheme boundary has s t r u c t u r e  / - a - (C ) (G )V -n y a / .  ' "

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h i s  form is  probably a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a 

s t r u c t u r e  which c o n s i s t s  of the  Concordia! element of  the  1 s t  p o s i t i o n  

followed by the  stem I ' - i n y a /  with r e s u l t a n t  g l i d e  formation  o f  vowel / u / ,  

d e l e t i o n  of  vowel / i /  and coa lescence  of  vowels / a /  and / i / .  In 

modern Kwanyama, g l i d e  formation of back and f r o n :  g lid es  i s  followed 

by vowel leng then ing .  In the  case of these  dem ons t ra t ives ,  t h e r e  i s  

no f r o n t  g l i d e  format ion o r  vowel leng then ing .  Coalescence does not 

o p e ra te  as a product ive  process  in the language,

The i n i t i a l  vowel / a /  i s  d e l e t e d  a f t e r  a word boundary:

/-a-w inya /  ~ / fw in y a /  (3)

/ - a -e n y a  /  * /+enya /  (6)

/ - a -k w in y a /  ~ / tkwinya  /  (15)

A t h i r d  p o s i t i o n  demonstrat ive  w i thout  i n i t i a l  / a /  may be 

followed by i t s  f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  (which has lengthened vowel) and which 

forms a second word:

/+winya + w i i /  (3)

Z+enya + e e /  (6)

Z+kwinyc + k w i i /  (15)
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2 .3 .2 .1  Examples o f  demonstra t ives  a t  word boundaries

(1) 1 s t  p o s i t i o n

Otandikanwa omeva aa

Omukainhu o ta k a lo n g i fa  
eteme e l i

Qkuoko oku otakuyahama 

Omi t i  edj_ odahapa nawa 

Ila-mo uka le  pcmundi'lo apa 

Vo ove l i  momundile omu 

Ombwa £l_ oihandunhu 

Ovanhu vawa ovel i  ponhele

(2) 2nd p o s i t i o n

Ondihole ovanhu ovo 

Dima-po omindilo  odo 

Ohamba o i l i  meumbo olo  

Pe-nge olukaku olo
4

Vo ovaongala mondjuo omo 

Ounona otavadanauka pomuti
m

(3) 3rd p o s i t i o n

Otaval irni mepya mwinya

Tala eenyofi  dinya d i i

Ombwa inya 11 otaiweda

Ovatembukila koshilongo 
kwinya kwil

"I w i l l  d r ink  t h i s  water"

"The woman w i l l  use t h i s  hoe"

"This arm is aching"

"These t r e e s  have sprou ted  well"  

"Come in and s i t  here  a t  the  f i r e "  

"They a re  here in t h i s  shade"

"This dog i s  v ic ious"

"Nice people are  in  t h i s  p lace"

"I l i k e  those people"

"Put o u t  those f i r e s "

"The c h i e f  i s  in t h a t  homestead"

"Give me t h a t  shoe"

"They have ga thered  th e re  in t h a t  house" 

"The c h i ld re n  play  th e re  a t  the  t r e e "

"They a r e  ploughing in  yonder p lo t "  |
, |i

"Look a t  yonder s t a r s "  I

"The dog over th e re  ( f a r  away) i s  bark ing" f 

"They have moved to  yonder country"  I
i!

Meumbo l inya  omuna o s h iv i lo  "In yonder  house t h e r e  i s  a f e a s t "

Uwete okamuvelo kanini 
?

"Do you see t h a t  small doorway over 
the re?"
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2 . 3 . 2 . 2  Examples o f  Dem onstra t iv es  f o l l o w i n g  morphen^boun d a r i e s  

( i n f l e c t e d  d e m o n s tr a t iv e s )

(1) Attentive / k u - /

"The people a re  despised  by t h i s  one"

Elongekido ota l ikaningwa kuaa ckwa:] (6)

"A plan w i l l  be made by th e se  headmen"

E l i l o  o ta l ika tungwa kualo ckwa:lo3 (5)

"The f l a t  b a sk e t  w i l l  be woven by t h a t  one (c ra f tsm an)"  

Omalongekido otaakaningwa kuao ckwa:o] (6)

"Plans Will  be made by those  (headmen)"

Okakala otakadudwa kuainya c k w an h a i  (9)

"The c a r t  w i l l  be pu l led  by t h a t  (horse) yonder"

Oikutu o ta ikad ja lw a  kuavenya ckwa:vena3 ( 2)

"The c lo th e s  w i l l  be worn by those  (ch i ld ren )  over the re"

"They l i v e  on these  (mountains)" 

Kala kuashi ckwa:^13 (7)

" S i t  down on t h i s  ( c h a i r ) "

Vo oveuya kuau ckwa:U3 (3)

"They come to  t h i s  ( d i s t r i c t ) "

Arne ohandii  kuavo ckwa:Vo3 (2)

"I am going to  those  (ne ighbours)"

1 /
Ovanhu otavadinwa kuau ckwa:u3 (1)

( 2 ) Locatives

Vo o v e l i ^  Cmwa:di3 (10-9)



89 .

Mn rweli  muado cmwa:do3 (10 9)

"They l i v e  on t h o s e  (mountains)"

Vo ovafikama puayo Cpwaiyol (9)

"They are s ta n d in g  a t  t h a t  ( s i d e ) "

v„ otavakwata eesh i dihapu m u a lM l  (3)

■■They catch many f i s h  in t h a t  (dam) yonder"

Vo. oveT! muadiffia cmwa:dina3 (10-9)

"They l i v e  on those  (mountains) yonder

P o s s e s s i v e  / ( C ) W

Omafo aado r.a:doD okwafya

"The leaves  of those  ( t r e e s )  a re  dead 

Omeva aao okwapuinina

"The water o f  those (dams) has dried up"

Oilongo vaavenya o id ju u

"The d u t i e s  o f  those  (men) yonder a re  g rea t"

Olupanda l a a l i n B .  oiakombwa
"The . f l o o r  of t h a t  ( c o u r t y a r d )  yonder has been swep

A s s o c i a t i v e - i n s t r u m e n t a l  advei b _Zna__/

Ye o t a t e t e  om be le la  naai . c|3a : "i:]

"She cu ts t h e  meat w i th  t h i s  ( k n i f e ) "

Ohandii naavo cna:vo]

"I am going w ith  those (neighbours)"

Ovalumenhu otavakundafana naaen%a Cga:eha3

"The men discuss with those (headmen) yonder" 

Ounona voye otavadanauka naadinya :na:(lihaj
"Your children p l a y  w i t h  t h o s e  ( s i b l i n g s ) "
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(5) A ssoc ia t ive  Copula tive  / n a V  (P re se n t  t e n s e )

Fye katuna ai  c k a t u n a i i :  = katuna ei  c k a t u n a ^ e i :  

"We do no t  have those  baske ts"

Ove kuna a l i  Ekuna:Xi3* kuna e l i  Ckunafre l ia  

"You do n o t  have t h i s  (book)"

Ame ondina aa C o h d in a : a r *  c o n d i n a f a a ]
i f t  <1 •  n  f t

"I have these  (books)"
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2 . 4  Q u a ! i f i c a t i v e s

Four types of q u a ! i f i c a t i v e s  a re  desc r ibed  h e re ,  v i z . ,  

a d j e c t i v e s ,  enum era t ives ,  p o s s e s s l v e s .  and q u a n t i t a t i v e s .  Other i tems 

such as  i n v a r i a b l e s ,  nouns, and r e l a t i v e  c lau se s  may a l so  fun c t io n  as

q u a l i f i c a t ives ,  but they are  not d e a l t  with here .

Q u a l i f i c a t i v e s  may occur dependently  to  f u n c t io n  as the  

q u a l i f i e r  in a s u b s t a n t i v a l  phrase  where they fo l low immediately a f t e r  

the  headword (u s u a l ly  a noun) in  word o rd e r .  They may a l s o  occur 

independent ly  where they fu n c t io n  as the  s u b je c t  o r  o b j e c t  in  a s en te n c e ,

or they  may be i n f l e c t e d .  Both dependent and independent q u a l i f i c a t i v e s  

Show concord ia l  agreement with a  s u b s ta n t iv e  which may be e i t h e r  s t a t e d  

or implied .

2 .4 .1  Adjec t ives

2 . 4 . 1 . 1 Morphology

Adjec t ives  c o n s i s t  o f  two segmental morphemes; a concordia l  

p r e f i x  and a stem: .

oikombo in i n i  "a few goats"

j \ - j  : a d j e c t i v e  p r e f i x  ( c l a s s  8) 

/ - n i n i / : a d j e c t i v e  stem 

o iu f indo  m e  : "a long spoon"

/ l i - /  : a d j e c t i v e  p r e f i x  ( c l a s s  11)

/ - l e / :  a d j e c t i v e  stem
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2 . 4 . 1 . 2  Adjec t ive  p re f ix e s  

Table 6

Class 1 mu-

2 va-

3 mu-

4 di™

5 l i -

6 ma-

7 s h i -

8 i -

9 i -

10-9 : d i -

11 l i -

12 ka-

14sg. u-

pi. va- "*

15 ku-

16 pa-

17 ku-

18 mu-

Adjective  p r e f ix e s  are  i d e n t i c a l  to  th e  b a s ic  noun p re f ix e s  

in a l l  c l a s s e s  except 4,  9 and 10-9 where they a re  i d e n t i c a l  to the  

s u b j e c t  p r e f i x , and c l a s s  11 where the  vowel of the  a d j e c t iv e  p re f ix  

i s  / i /  (a form With vowel / u /  i s  o b s o l e s c e n t ) .

1 /  See 2 . 1 , 1 7 , 3 ,  p ,66 .



2 . 4 . 1 . 3  Adject ive  Stems

-kulu  , "old"

-pyu "hot"

-hapu "much, many"

-n in i " sm a l l ,  l i t t l e "

- i "bad, e v i l "

-xupi " shor t"

- t a l a l a "cold"

-pe "new"

-d juu "heavy, d i f f i c u l t 1

-pu " l i g h t ,  easy"

-wa "good, n ice"

- l e " t a l l , long ,  deep1

-nene "b ig ,  la rge"

-nyenye "sweet"

-Tula " b i t t e r "

-kwao " o th e r ,  another"

Included among the  a d j e c t i v e  stems a re  those  which denote  some 

type of  q u a l i t y  o r  q u a n t i t y .

2.4*1*4 Function

Adjec t ives  may Occur dependency  as q u a l i f i e r s  in a s u b s t a n t iv a l  

p h rase ,  or independent ly  as s u b j e c t  o r  o b j e c t .  They may be i n f l e c t e d  in

c o p u la t iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .



2 . 4 . 1 . 5  Examples o f  dependent a d j e c t i v e s

onghedi iku lu  "an o ld  custom"

oikulya  ipyu "hot food" .

oiTonga id juu  " d i f f i c u l t  work"

omutengi mupu "a l i g h t  load"

omulumenhu mule "a t a l l  man"

omadiladilo  mai ‘ "bad thoughts"

eengoma dihapu "many drums"

eendunge diwa "good wisdom"

eongo l i l e  "a long spear"

ounona vahapu "many ch i ld ren "  (p lu r a l  nouns in

c l a s s  14 have c l a s s  2 concords) 

outa uxupi (14 s g . )  "a s h o r t  bow"

2 . 4 . 1 . 6  Examples of i n f l e c t e d  a d j e c t iv e s

(1) Adjec t ives  may occur as the  bases in d e s c r i p t i v e  co p u la t iv e

c o n s t r u c t io n s :

Omuti omul e 

/o-Z  :

/mule /  :

Ye okwali muwa 

Omiti o d i1e 

Omu omuwa 

Apa opai 

Oku okuwa

"The t r e e  i s  t a l l "

Copula tive  morpheme ( p r e s en t  tense)  

c o p u la t iv e  base ( a d j e c t i v e )

"He was good"

"The t r e e s  a r e  t a l l "

"Here i n s id e  i t  i s  n ice"

"Here i t  i s  bad"

"Hereabouts i t  i s  good"



(2) Adjec t ives  themselves do not occur  as the  morphological  base

in p o sse ss iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  In  a sentence  where an a d j e c t i v e  re p re se n t s  

the  possesso r /ow ner ,  i t  i s  preceded in  th e  s u r f a ce  s t r u c t u r e  by a

dem onstrative w h i c h  i s  the  p o sse ss iv e  base :

Oshipeko sh aa l i  l iwa shapomboka “The cover  of the  n ice  (book) i s  
■ to rn

/ s h a a l i / :  demonst ra t ive  i s  po sse ss iv e  base

Omukulukadi waau mule omuwe "The wife  of  the  t a l l  one (man)
i s  n ice

Efo l a a l i ' l i l e  Olatwa “The blade_of th e  long (spear)

2 .4 .2  Enumeratives

2 .4 .2 .1  Morphology

Enumeratives c o n s i s t  o f  two segmental morphemes; a concord 'a l  

prefix and a stem:

Ovalumenhu v a ta tu  " th re e  men"

/ v a - /  : enumerative p r e f ix

/ - t a t u /  : enumerative  stem ,
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2 . 4 . 2 . 2  Enumerative p re f ix e s  

Table 7

Class 1 u-

2 va-

4 N -

5 11-

6 a-

7 s h i -

8 1 -

9 1-

10-9 N-

1 1  1 1 -

. 12 ka-

14 sg.  u-

p l . va-1/

15 ku-

In a l l  c l a s s e s  except 4 and 10-9 which have a nasa l  p r e f i x ,  the  

enumerative p r e f ix  i s  i d e n t i c a l  in s t r u c t u r e  to  the  s u b je c t  p r e f i x  of the 

In d i c a t iv e  p re sen t  t e n s e ,  There a re  no enumerative  p r e f i x e s  f o r  c l a s s e s  

. 16, 17 or 18.

2 . 4 . 2 . 3  P r e f ix e s  o f  c l a s s e s  4 and 10-9

When these  p r e f ix e s  precede enumerat ive  stems commencing in 

v o ic e le s s  p l o s i v e s ,  the  phonological  process  o f  s top  d e l e t i o n  and nasal  

d e v o id n g  occur a f t e r  the  p r e f ix  has a s s im i l a t e d  to  the  i n i t i a l  consonant

1 /  See 2 . 1 , 17 , 3 , p . 66 .
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of  the  stem (see  1 .3 . 1 ) .

eedi nhatu " th re e  sheep"

/ M - ta tu /  : under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e

i i - t a tu  : n a sa l  a s s i m i l a t i o n

Cnatui : phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  stop d e l e t i o n  and nasal
* 0

d e v o id n g  have taken p lace

When the  nasal  p r e f i x  of  c l a s s e s  4 and 10-9 p reced es  stems 

commencing in a voiced c o n t in u a n t ,  the  phonologica l  process  o f  s to p -  

format ion occurs  (see 1 . 3 . 2 ) .

eembelev/a mbali "two o f f i c e s "

/ N - v a l i /  : under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e

Cmba.Ci3 : phonet ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  stop formation

The nasal  p r e f i x  of  th e se  c l a s s e s  i s  d e le t e d  before  stems 

commencing in a nasal  consonant:

eembe!ewa ngapi? "how many o f f i c e s ? "

/N -ngapi /  : underly ing s t r u c t u r e

0-ngapi : nasal  p r e f ix  d e l e t i o n  ;

cggapiD : phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n

2 . 4 . 2 , 4  Stems

Enumerative stems inc lude  those  which i n d i c a t e  numbers "one" to  " f iv e " :

-mwe "one, c e r t a

- v a l i "two"

- t a tu " th ree"

-ne "four"

- tano " f iv e "  .

-ngapi? "how many?"

i  - ..........■ S i
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2 . 4 . 2 . 5  Functions

Enumeratnos  may occur dependen t ly  as q u a l i f i e r s  in  a 

s u b s t a n t iv a l  p h rase ,  or they may occur independen t ly .  They may a lso  

occur as  bases in  a s s o c i a t i v e  adverb c o n s t r u c t i o n .

2 . 4 .2 .6  Examples

0 )  Dependent enumerat lves

omulumenhu umwe (1) "ano ther  man"

ovanhu vane (2) " four  people"

eke limwe (5) "one hand"

omalaka angapi? (6) "how many languages?"

oshihauto  shimwe (?) "one motor car"

o ik u t i  i t ano  (8) " f iv e  arrows"

okafino  kamwe (12) "one donkey"

outa  umwe (14 s g . ) "one bow"

ounona vangapi? (14 p i .= "how many ch i ld ren?"  
c l a s s  2)

(2) Independent enumeratives

~ ne1/ odafya "Four (sheep) died"

Mbal^ o t a d i l i  "Two ( h o r s e s )  are  graz ing"

Vane o tavatuka  pombada "Four ( b i r d s )  are f l y i n g  above"

Owalanda a n g a p i ?  "How many (books) did you buy?"

Nh_atu odanangala meni lomuti "Three (dogs) a re  s leep ing  under the
t r e e "

1/ Free Variants  o f  c l a s s  4 and 10-9 are  cnezi = c n e : ] .



(3) A ssoc ia t ive  adverb  base

ounona vatano n a v a ta tu  " e i g h t  people"

omambo vatano naarie "nine books"

2 .4 .3  Possess ives

2 .4 .3 .1  S ig n i f ic an ce

As the  name s u g g e s t s ,  the  possess ive  c o n s t r u c t io n  i n d i c a t e s  

possess ion  or ownership.  In a noun phrase ,  the  headword (whether

s t a t e d  in su r face  s t r u c t u r e  o r  not)  denotes the  o b j e c t  t h a t  i s  owned or

possessed ( the  p o s s e s s e s ) ; the  possess ive  word i t s e l f  fo llows the  head­

word in o rd e r ,  and denotes the .owner  o r  possesso r .  The p r e f i x  of  the  

possess ive  agrees  c o n c o r d i a l l y  with the  c l a s s  o f  the  headword ( the
.

' p o s s e s s e e ' ) ;

Oshilongo shetu "our country"

/o sh i lo n g o /  : noun (possessee)  ( c l a s s  7)

/ s h - e t u /  : possess ive  (owner); / s h - /  possess ive
concord c l a s s  7

2 . 4 . 3 . 2  Morphology '

Possess ives  c o n s i s t  of  a t  l e a s t  two segmental morphemes: 

a p r e f ix  and a base:

eiiibo lange "my book"

/ 1 - a - y  : p r e f i x  -  possess ive  vowel

/ - n g e /  : base (posses s ive  pronominal stem)
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2 . 4 . 3 . 3  p o s s e s s i v e  p re f ix e s  (with under ly ing  p a r t i c l e  / a / ) 

Table 8

Class 1 w - a

2 v - a

3 w - a

4 d - a

5 1 - a

6 0 - a

'/ sh - a

8 y - a

9 y - a

10-9 d - a

n  : i - a

12 k - a

14 s g . w - a

Pi • v - a V

15 k - a

2.4 3 ,4  Possess ive  concords and possess ive  vowel

The underlying p ossess ive  p r e f ix  has s t r u c t u r e  / ( O j a / .

The under ly ing  vowel / a /  precedes a l l  demonst ra t ives  and a l s o

consonant commencing nouns o f  c l a s s  l a ,  and a l l  consonant commencing possess ! ,  

pronominal stems:

embo l a t a t e  " f a t h e r ' s  book"

/ l a - t a t e /  : vowel / a /  before  noun o f  c l a s s  la

embo lange "my book"

/ l a - n g e /  : consonant commencing base
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embo laau " the  book o f  t h i s  one"

/ l a - a u /  : vowel commencing demonst ra t ive  base ,

The under ly ing  po sse ss iv e  vowel / a /  i s  r a i s e d  to  the  non-low 

back vowel / p /  preceding der ived  and non-derived lo c a t i v e  bases;

omiti  domofuka " t r e e s  of ( in )  the  bushveld"

/d-o-mofuka/ : vowel / o /  precedes  l o c a t i v e  base/mofuka/

The po sse ss iv e  p r e f i x  vowel i s  d e le t ed  before  a l l  vowel 

commencing nouns and a l so  be fo re  po sse ss iv e  pronominal stems (see a l s o  

1 . 3 . 7 ) :

eenghaku dokakadona " the  g i r l ' s  shoes"

/d -oka-kadona /  : base i s  vowel commencing noun ( c l a s s  12)

eenghaku deni "your shoes"

/ b - e n i /  : base i s  vowel commencing po sse ss iv e  pronoun

2 . 4 . 3 . 5  Possess ive  base

Most s u b s t a n t iv e s  (nouns, pronouns , dem ons t ra t ives ,  

and lo c a t iv e s )  may fun c t io n  as po sse ss iv e  bases .  In the  case  o f  abso lu te  

pronouns, a p ossess ive  pronominal al lomorph of  th e  r e g u la r  form occurs 

(see  2 . 2 . 2 ) .

2 . 4 . 3 . 6  Funct ion

P o ssess ives  may occur  dep en d en cy  in a noun phrase  fo llowing 

the  headwords They may a lso  occur independently  w i thou t  the  headword 

being s t a t e d  in su r fa ce  s t r u c t u r e ,  bu t they s t i l l  show concordia l  

agreement with i t .  Possess ives  may be i n f l e c t e d  in I d e n t i f i e d t i v e  

Copula tiv?  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .
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( 1) Noun base

( 2 )

xe womufi t a  

okuulu koshingulu 

olupanda lomumati 

cmhatela yomwalikadi 

omufima wata te  

eutnbo lakaume kange

Pronominal s tems:

omafo awo 

omafo ado 

oluvalo  l a l o  

omaulu asho 

etemo loye  < /o y e /  

omhatela yaye 

ounona veni < / e h i /  

kaume kange

Demonstrative base

omishila  daadi < / a - d i /  

eembinga daado < / a - d o /  

ovanhu vaapa < / a - p a /  

eengobe daawinya < /a-wi

Locative  base ( p r e f i x  vowel / o /  occurs)

" th e  f a t h e r  of  the  herdsman" 

" the  leg o f  the  pig"

"The cheek of  the  boy"

" the  head-dress  o f  the  woman" 

" the  well o f  my f a th e r "

"The home of  my f r i e n d "

" i t s  leaves"

" t h e i r  leaves"

" i t s  colour"

" i t s  legs"

"your hoe"

"her head-dress"  

"your c h i ld ren"

"my (male) f r i e n d "

" t a i l s  of  these"

"horns o f  those"

"people of t h i s  (p lace )"  

" c a t t l e  o f  t h a t  one yonder"

omiti domofuka 

eembinga dopediko 

eenyof i  dokeulu

" t r e e s  of ( in )  the  f o r e s t "  

"pots  of  ( a t )  the  hear th"  

" s t a r s  o f  ( in )  the  sky"



eeshi domomulunga 

omashini onmxupa 

oipundi yopolupale  

eendjovo dopehovelo

ounyuni wonena 

omunhu wopopepi 

ovanhu vokokule

" f i s h  of ( in )  the  r i v e r "

"milk in the  calabash"

" s e a t s  in  th e  cour tyard"

" i n t r o d u c t io n "  ( l i t .  "words o f  
the  beginning")

" p re se n t  day world"

"people o f  nearby"

"people  from fa r"

2 . 4 . 4  Q u a n t i t a t i v e s

2 .4 .4 .1  Morphology

Q u a n t i t a t i v e s  c o n s i s t  of th r e e  segmental morphemes: 

an i n i t i a l  vowel / a / ,  a concordia l  p r e f i x ^ ,  and a stem:

ame andike "I alone"

/ a - n d i - k e /  ' t  under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e

/ a - /  ; i n i t i a l  vowel

/ n d i - /  : p r e f i x  ( 1 s t  person s in g u la r )

/ - k e /  : Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Stem "a lone ,  o n l y "

There are  p r e f ix e s  f o r  the  f i r s t  and second persons s in g u la r  

and p lu ra l  as well as f o r  the  v a r ious  c l a s s e s .  The q u a n t i t a t i v e  p re f ix e s  

a re  i d e n t i c a l  in s t r u c t u r e  to the SPP v a r i a n t s  o f  the  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  where 

the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  vowel / a /  o f  c l a s s e s  2,  6,  12, 14 and 16 i s  r e a l i z e d  as 

/ e /  (see  vowel r a i s i n g  1*3.9 ) .

1/ The concordia l  p r e f i x  o f  the  forms termed ' q u a n t i t a t i v e s '  in Kwanyama does 
not have the s t r u c t u r e  of  t y p ic a l  Bantu Q u a n t i t a t i v e  p r e f ix e s  with forms 
* / O o o “ /  or * /C -ee~ / .  S em an t ica l ly ,  the  two stems can be a s s o c ia te d  with 
s i m i l a r  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  stems in Other languages .
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2 . 4 . 4 . 2  Stems

There are  only  two q u a n t i t a t i v e  stems: / - s h e /  1

a l l ,  every ,  whole",  and / - k e /  "only ,  a l o n e " . The stem / - s h e /  does 

no t  co-occur  with  the  p r e f ix e s  o f  the  1 s t  and 2nd persons s i n g u l a r .

2 . 4 . 4 . 3  Q u a n t i t a t iv e s  

Table 9

/ - s h e e /  " a i l ,  whole" / - k e /  "on ly ,  a lo n e "

Class

p. sg. — — andike

pi a tushe atuke

p. sg. •••*■ auke

Pi amushe amuke

s 1 aeshe aeke

2 aveshe aveke

3 aushe auke

4 adishe adiko

5 a l i s h e a l i k e

6 aeshe aeke

7 ash ish e ashike

8 a ish e a ike

9 a i sh e a i ke

10-9 ad ishe adi ke

11 a l i s h e a l i k e

12 akeshe akeke

14 sg. aushe auke

pi aveshe aveke

15 akushe akuke

16 apeshe apeke

17 akushe akuke

'  IS amushe amuke
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2 . 4 . 4 . 4  Functi  on

Q u a n t i t a t iv e^  func t ion  dependently  i n  a s u b s t a n t iv a l  phrase 

as do o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i v e s  where they fo llow the  head-word of  the  phrase .

Quanta tives  may a l so  occur independent ly  as the  s u b j e c t  or

o b je c t  in a sen tence ;  they do not occur as

2 . 4 . 4 . 5  Examples

ovanhu aveshe 

omuti aushe 

edu a l l  she 

ame andike

ounona aveshe (14 p i . )  

oudjuu aushe (14 n . )  

olupanda a l l  she 

apa apeshe

Fye otwalonga e f ik u  a l i s h e  

Eembwa adishe  odafaduko-po 

Fye a tushe  otumuhole 

Ye aeke okwapopya 

Okaana akeke okafyala  meumbo 

Omiti adike odapya-po 

Aeshe owateka

bases  in any i n f l e c t e d  forms.

" a l l  the  people"

" the  whole t r e e "

"the whole e a r th "

"I alone"

" a l l  the  ch i ld ren "

" a l l  the  hardship"

" the  whole f l o o r "

"a l l  over here"

"We worked a l l  day"

"All the  dogs ran away"

"We a l l  love him"

"He alone spoke"

"Only the  c h i l d  remains a t  home" 

"Only the  t r e e s  b u rn t  down"

"All a re  broken"



CHAPTER 3 106.

PREDICATIVES : VERB MORPHOLOGY

There are  two types o f  p r e d i c a t i v e  in Kwanyama v i z . , verbs and 

c o p u la t i v e s .  The l a t t e r  a re  based on non-verbal forms such as nouns and 

q u a l i f i c a t i v e s , while  verbs a re  based on verbal r a d i c a l s .

Verb : Omuvelo otauyeuluka

/ - y e u l u k - /  verb ra d ic a l  

"The door i s  opening"

Copula tive : Omuvelo kemule

/ - m u - l e / i  a d j e c t i v e  

"The door i s  not high"

3.1 Morphological  s t r u c t u r e  of  verbs

Verbs perform a p r e d i c a t i v e  func t ion  in the  sen tence .  They must 

in c o rp o ra te  a t  l e a s t  a r a d ic a l  and a t en se  s u f f i x ,  and may a l s o  have 

con juga t iona l  p r e f i x e s , concordia l  a f f i x e s ,  p r e - s u f f i x a l  e x t e n s i o n s , and 

n o s t - s u f f i x a l  e n c l i t i c s :

Teya omuvelo !

" t e y - a  : verb ra d ic a l  and im pera t ive  s u f f ix  

"Break down the  door 1"

Ila-mo I .

-mo ; pos t  s u f f i x a l  e n c l i t i c  

"Come in  5"
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Ohand iku ta le le  oinima e f  "I  am minding th e se  th in g s  f o r  you"

o- : t en se  p r e f i x

ha- : p r e s e n t  tense  p r e f ix

n d i -  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x

ku- : o b j e c t  p r e f i x

- t a l - :  verb ra d ic a l  "watch"

_el : p r e - s u f f i x a l  ex tens ion  (app l ied )

-e  : p r e s e n t  t en se  s u f f i x

Conjugational  and concordia l  a f f i x e s  a re  d e a l t  w ith  in  the  

s e c t io n  on the  verb con juga t ion .

Extensions and e n c l i t i c s  do not a f f e c t  the  verbal con juga t ion  

and are thus included in th is  s ec t io n  ( s e e  3 .3 ,  p . 117 and 3.4» p .121 ) .

3 .2  - Radica ls

A ra d ic a l  i s  the  l e x i c a l  i tem which remains when a l l  grammatical 

a f f i x e s  have been removed, fo r  example,  / - t a l - /  "watch" i s  the  r a d ic a l  in 

the  verb / o h a n d i k u t a l e l e /  above.

Radica ls  may be grouped in to  two c a t e g o r i e s ,  v i z . ,  (a) simple r a d i c a l s  

which do not i n c o rp o ra te  any recogn izab le  e x t e n s io n s ,  and (b) extended 

r a d i c a l s  which in c o rp o ra te  one or  more o f  the  verbal e x te n s io n s .  Simple 

r a d i c a l s  may be r e d u p l i c a t e d  (see  below) :

—kong- (s imple) "search"

-k o n g -e l -  (extended) "search fo r"

.kong-a-a^kong* (red u p lica ted )  "search everywhere"



3.2 .1  S t r u c t u re  of simple r ad ica ls .

The minimum s t r u c t u r e  of the  under ly ing  form of a simple r a d i c a l  i 

V. Radica ls  may commence in any of  the  f i v e  vowels,  while  only the vowels 

/ i  , e , u /  occur as f i n a l  vowels.

Radica ls  a re  grouped here  in to  two c a t e g o r i e s ,  v i z . ,  those  with 

underlying f i n a l  vowel which have allomorphs ending in  a g l id e  or  consonant 

and those  with one form only which ends in  a consonant.

Phonological  s t r u c t u r e  Example

(a)

(b)

v la : -u - ~ -w- r a i  i

cv CG . -11- ~ - l y - "ea t"

cvcv ~ CVCG : - p o p i - ~ -popy- "speak"

cvv ~ CVG : -kuu- ~ -kuW" "shout"

VC
t

: - e f - "allow"

cvc : -d in - "despise"

I t  appears  t h a t  most r a d i c a l s  with s t r u c t u r e  longer  than

such as / -kaam-/  "swim" or  /-ambuk- /  " f a i n t "  in c o rp o ra te  a recognizab le  

product ive  or non-product ive  ex tens ion  or v e r b a l i z e r .

3 .2 ,2  Radicals  with under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e

All r a d i c a l s  whose under ly ing  form ends in: a vowel have a second 

allomorph whose f i n a l  segment i s  a non-voca l ic  g l i d e  or a consonant.1 Z

as 
r e v e r s e



RadicaIs with under ly ing  f i n a l  vowel

Table JO

/ . . . i /

- i - 11 "go"

- d i - 1 I £ 1 "go,  come"

- f i - I 1 "d ie"

- l i - ~ -i.y- "ea t"

- p i - ~ -py- "become r ipe*  cooked"

- s h i - ~ - s h ’- 1// "burn"

' - t i^ 11I "say"

-popi*■ ~ -popy- "speak"
<

' :

11 - - f - 1. "d ig" ,  2.  "resemble

-ke- « -k- O zr o -a

-p e - -p - "give"

- t e - ~ - t - "chase"

-me- ~ -m- "mould

/ . . .u /  :

—U" ~ -w- " f a l l "

- 1 U™ -Iv/- " f i g h t ,  rob"

-nu- - -nw- "drink"

^pU” ~ -pw- "be ended"

- t u -  v -tW" " s t a b ,  pound

-kuu- -kuw- "shout"

This l i s t  i n c lu d es  a l l  / (C )V /  r a d ic a l s *  but there  are  p o s s i b l y  o ther

cv c v /  forms than those  noted here ,

1/ See 1 .3 .6  f o r  exp lana t ion  o f  phonological  p rocesses .
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3 . 2 . 2 . 2  R a d ic a l s  With f i n a l  f r o n t  vowel

’ The under ly ing  form o f  r a d i c a l s  with s t r u c t u r e  / . . . i /  or

/ . . , e /  immediately precedes the  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  s u f f i x  and a l s o  e x ten s io n s

1.2 and 7.

With a l l  o th e r  tense  s u f f ix e s  and e x t e n s io n s ,  the  f i n a l  high 

vowel / i /  becomes non -voca l ic  p a l a t a l  g l i d e  / y /  (o r  i s  d e le t ed  in  the  case, 

of r a d i c a l  / - s h i -  ~ - s h - / ) ,  and f i n a l  mid vowel / e /  i s  always d e l e t e d .  

Examples o f  the  C(6) allomorphs a re  given below in 3 . 2 . 2 . 4 .

1 /
(1) with p re s en t  tense  s u f f i x

Ohandii / •  • • "0/

"I am going"

Otakushi / . . . - s h i - 0 /  .

11 I t  i s  dawning"

Vo o tav a f i

"They a re  dying"

Arne ohaid i  keumbo 

"I am going home"

Okaana otakame edu

"The c h i ld  moulds t h e  clay"

Ihandishikupe / . . . -p e -0 /

"I am no t  g iv ing  i t  t o  you"

Ihatute-mo ombwa

"We a re  n o t  chasing the  dog away"

T/" See 4.3.1.6 for the dT^Tbution o f  p r e s e n t  t en se  s u f f i x  a llomorphs .



(2) with ex tens ion  1  (app l ied )

01i e l i e  ?1i1a-nge / . . - l i - 1 - /  ombelela ?

"Who has eaten  my meat ?"

Ovakwaita gva i  P i o s h i l o n g o  shavo

"The s o l d i e r s  are  dying f o r  t h e i r  country"

(3) with ex tens ion  2 (p a s s i v o )

Ounona otavapewa / . , -p e -w - /  oimaliwa 

"The ch i ld re n  are  given money"

. Oikulya otakuliwa

"The food i s  eaten"

Itapadiwa nena

"No one i s  going t o d a y " ( l i t .  " I t  i s  no t being gone")

Omiti otaikewa-mo

"The t r e e s  are  being  chopped down"

Edu inalimewa nawa

"The c lay  i s  not well kneaded"

Omidi odafewa-mo

"The roo ts  have been dug oul

(4) with  ex tens ion  7 ( c a u sa t iv e )

Omufita o t a l i f a  / . . , - l i - f - /  eengobe

. "The herdsman cakes the  c a t t l e  to  graze"

Oudio owevafi fa / . . . - f i - f - /

"The poison caused thorn to  die"

In a l l  o th e r  cases (with  a l l  o th e r  tense  s u f f i x e s  and e x t e n s i o n s ) , 

th e  f in a l  high vowel / i /  becomes non-voca l ic  p a l a t a l  g l id e  / y / ,  and 

f i n a l  mid-vowel / e /  i s  dele ted*

Examples are  given below in  3*2*2.4»
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3 - 2 .2 ,3  Radica ls  with f i n a l  back vowel

The under ly ing  form of  r a d i c a l s  with f i n a l  high back vowel / u /  

immediately precedes  the p re s en t  t e n se  s u f f i x  and a l so  ex tens ion  2 .

Note t h a t  the  r a d ic a l  / - u - /  " f a l l "  precedes  ex tens ion  7 and the  p re s e n t  

tense  s u f f ix  / - 0 /  (bu t  not ex tens ion  2 ) .

The high vowel / u /  becomes back g l i d e  /W/ preceding a l l  o th e r

s u f f ix e s  and ex ten s io n s .  In the  case  o f  r a d i c a l  / - u - / ,  the  allomorph

/ - w - /  precedes  ex tens ion  2.  Examples o f  (C)G allomorphs a re  given 

below in 3 . 2 , 2 . 4 .

( 1 ) with p r e s e n t  tense  s u f f i x  

Ye i t a k a l u  / . . . - l u - 0 /

"She i s  n o t  f ig h t in g "

Otamunu sh ike  ?

"What a re  you d r ink ing  ?"

(2 ) with ex tens ions  2 (and 71 

Oinima o ta iluwa / . . . - l u - w - a /

"The th ings  are  being plundered"

Omeva otaanuwa kounona

"The water i s  being drunk by the  ch i ld ren "

Okwaufa-ko / . . . - u - f - /  oshi too 

"She l e t  the  p o t  f a l l  down"

ih a l l  o th e r  cases t h e  high vowel / u /  becomes back g l i d e  /w / ;  

examples a r e  given below,
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3 . 2 . 2 . 4 Examples o f  the  / . . . ( C ) ( G V)/ allomorphs o f  / • •  .V/ r a d i c a l s

(1) Impera tive

Lyaa 1 < / - l l - /

Faa 1 < / - f e - /

Ta-po ombwa;

"Eat!"

"Dig!"

"Chase away the  dog

(2) Future

Ohandikama edu < / -m e- /

"I  w i l l  mould th e  clay"  

Otavakata eengobe

"They w i l l  chase the c a t t l e "  

Ohandi kadya keumbo 

"I w i l l  go home"

(3) P a s t  t en se

Etango o lasha  < / - s h i - /

"The sun Was hot"

Okwafya 

"He died"

Oiimati  ina ipya

"The f r u i t  i s  no t  r ip e "  

Otwapopya 

"We spoke"

1 /  Note t h a t  the sequence * / s h y /  is  n o t  pe rm is s ib le  according to  sequence 
s t r u c t u r e  r u l e s ;  see 1 .3 .6 .



(4) Preceding ex tens ions

Ombwa o t a i ly a n a  / - l y - a n - /  (11)

"The dog i s  v ic ious"

Itamufaneka / - f - a n - e k - /  omafano (11+5)

"You are  no t  comparing the  drawings"

Ondawila-po (1) < / -u -  ~ - w - /

"I f e l l  down"

Otanwinine (1+1)

"He d r inks  very f a s t "

Ohamba o tav a lw i fa  (7)

"The c h i e f  causes them to  f i g h t "

3 2 3  Radica ls  with  s t r u c t u r e  / .  . . .0/

Simple r a d i c a l s  Whose f i n a l  segment i s  a consonant do not have any

v a r i a n t  forms :

oku- land-a  1 to  buy

0 hand i1a n d e / . . . - 1an d -e /  (p r e s e n t  t e n se )  "1 am buying" 

Ohandimlandele / . . . - l a n d - e l - e /  ( ex tens ion  1) "1 am buying f o r  her" 

Ondalanda / . . . - l a n d - a /  ( p a s t  t ense )  " I  bought"

3 .2 .4  Reduplica ted r a d i c a l s

3 .2 .4 .1  S ig n i f ic an ce

Redupl ica ted  r a d i c a l s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a c t io n  expressed by the  simple 

ra d ic a l  i s  c a r r i e d  out r e p e t i t i v e l y ,  i n t e n s i v e l y ,  o r  e x te n s iv e ly .

Some r a d i c a l s  with r e d u p l i c a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  no longe r  have corresponding 

simple forms. .
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Examples

Ondakongaakonga 

Vo ovavakaavaka 

Vo ovapopyaapopya 

Ounona o tavatongaatonga 

Ye o t a k a l aa k a l a  

•Ye o t a f a a f a

"I searched around a l l  over 

"They s t o l e  e v e r y th in g 11 

"They spoke and spoke"

"The c h i ld re n  a re  c h a t t e r i n g  

"She i s  l i n g e r i n g  around"

"He i s  d igging  around a l l  over"

3 . 2 . 4 . 2  Morphology of  redupl ica t ives

R a d ic a l s  are r e d u p l i c a t e d  w i th  e i t h e r  lon g  or  s h o r t  vowel / a /  

o c c u r r i n g  between t h e  two forms depending on t h e i r  p h o n o lo g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .

The r e d u p l i c a t e d  forms o f  vowel c o - e n c i n g  r a d i c a l s  a re  s ep a ra te d  by 

th e  s h o r t  Vowel can :

-end-a-end-  Cendaend] 

< -end- 

-ong-a-ong-  

- e l - a - e l -

"wander around" 

" t r a v e l "  

"p re v a r i c a te "  

"be a imless"

Consonant commencing r a d i c a l s  are  s e p a r a te d  by a r e d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  

vowel / a /  which i s  r e a l i z e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  as  a long v ow e l .  In t h e  c a s e  o f  

r a d i c a l s  w i t h  u n d e r ly in g  s t r u c t u r e  which ends in  a vowel / . . . ( C ) V / .  the  

/  ( C ) ( 8 ) /  al lomorph end ing  in  a consonant  or  g l i d e  oc c u r s  in  r r t u p l i c a t i o n s

- l y - a - a - l y -  c l j a : £ j 3

< - i i -  - ~ - iy *

" e a t  around a l l  over" 

"ea t"



*
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- t - a - a - t -  "chase away"

< - t e -  N - t -  "chase"

- Iw -a -a - lw -  " f i g h t  e x te n s iv e ly "

< - l u -  ^ - 1 w- " f i g h t "

-kong-a-a-kong-  ckoggaikogg] " search  around"

< -kong- "search"

-nyang-a-a-nyang-  "scrounge around"

< -nyang- "forage"

-dung-a-a-dung-  "brew repea ted ly"

< -dung-  "brew"
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3.3 Verbal en c l i t i c s

There a re  a number o f  p o s t - su f f . ixa l  e n c l i t i c s  in  Kwanyama in c lud ing  

/ - p o / j  / - k o / ,  / -m o / ,  / - y o /  and / - s h a / .  These e n c l i t i c s  appear  to  have an 

adverb ia l  fu n c t io n .  They fo llow the  con jugat iona l  s u f f i x  but do no t  a f f e c t  

the  morphology o f  the  verb in any way. A verb may in c o rp o ra te  ex ten s io n s  

and an e n c l i t i c  s im ul taneous ly .

The e n c l i t i c s  / - p o / ,  / - k o /  and /-mo/ a re  obvious ly  r e l a t e d  to  c l a s s e s  

16, 17, and 18 r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and may s t i l l  r e t a i n  a l o c a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

ty p ic a l  o f  these  c l a s s e s .

3 .3 .1  E n c l i t i c  / - p o /

S ig n i f i c an c e

This e n c l i t i c  may i n d i c a t e  a completed a c t i o n ;  when i t  co-occurs  

with verbs  whose simple form i n d i c a t e s  mot ion,  i t  may denote movement or 

d i r e c t i o n  away from something:

- ly a -p o  " e a t  up"

< - l y - '  "ea t"

-ka-po "chop down"

< -ke-  "chop"

-tuma-po "send away"

< -turn- "send"

-dya-po "go away"

< -dy- "go"

Ohandinate-po omunhu

"I throw the  person down"

Okulombo okwapwa-po

"The r a in y  season i s  q u i t e  f i n i s h e d '
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Ohatumona efimbo lokufuda-po 

"We s t i l l  have t ime to  r e s t "

Ounona ovafyaala -po

"The c h i ld re n  have s tayed  behind"

Ovemupula a l e l e - p o

."They asked him how he s l e p t "

3 .3 .2  E n c l i t i c  / - k o /

S ig n i f i c an c e

Verbs in c o rp o ra t in g  / - k o /  may in c o rp o ra te  movement towards o r  away 

from something. This e n c l i t i c  may co-occur  with or  w* <hout ex tens ion  7 

( c a u sa t iv e )  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  an a c t io n  i s  c a r r i e d  ou t  with  th e  he lp  o f  

something; and with ex tens ion  1 ( app l ied )  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  a c t io n  

occurs  " in  p lace  of"  :

- l o n g i f a - k o  "work with the  a id  o f  something

< - l o n g - i f -  ( ex tens ion  7)

- f i f i f a - k o  " s ieve  with th e  a id  of"

< - f i f -  "s ieve"

-ehena-ko " s h i f t  nearer"

< -ehen- "approach"

-natuka-ko  " f a l l  away from"

< -na tuk-  "become detached"

-nyema-ko "shake o f f "

< -nyem- "shake"

Ohandilimi-ko

"I help to hoe"

Ohatukuleshele-ko

"We read i n s t e a d  o f  you"
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Ome :a okuyadi-ko

"The water  i s  p l e n t i f u l "

1.3.3 E n c l i t i c  /-mo/

S ig n i f i c an c e

This e n c l i t i c  u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  movement i n t o  o r  ou t  o f  something

-a lu la -mo " leave  o f f "

< - a l u l -  "de te r"

-menya-mo "smile"

< -meny- "smile"

-dindoka-mo "become emptied out"

< -d indok-  "dra in"

-finyuka-mo " f a l l  h e a d - f i r s t  in to"

< - f in y u k -  "plunge"

Ondavaekela-mo meumbo

"I threw them ou t  o f  the  house"

Ohandife-mo omidi.

"I am digging  the  weecb out"

O ta fe te le le -m o  ombosha

"He d r iv e s  in  the  screw"

Ovashiinda cvapita-mo

"The neighbours came ou ts ide"

Ileni-mo 1

"Come in 1"

Otamududa-mo omiti

"You pull  ou t  the  po les"

Omiti odadudwa-mo

"The poles  have been uprooted"



3 .3 .4  E n c l i t i c  / - y o /

S ig n i f ic an c e  ,

/ - y o /  u s u a l ly  s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  the  a c t i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  ou t  " in  a d d i t i o n  to " :

Omano oamena-yo

"The thorns  a l s o  grew"

Arne ondatnona-yo

"I too saw" o r  "I a l so  saw"

Vo ovemupula-yo

"They a l s o  asked him"

3 .3 .5  E n c l i t i c  / - s h a /

S ig n i f i c an c e

This e n c l i t i c  fu n c t io n s  as an o b je c t  to  t r a n s i t i v e  verbs  which cannot 

take  a no the r  o b j e c t  i f  / - s h a /  occurs  in  th e  sen ten ce .  I t  has the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

"something, a n y th in g ” :

Otamulonga i l e  itamupewa-sha

"You ( w i l l )  work or  e l s e  you do n o t  r e c e iv e  anything"

Owamona-sha ?

"Did you f ind  anything ?"

Aye, ingndimona-sha

"No, I d i d n ' t  f in d  anyth ing"

Inandi longa-sha

"I have not done any work"



3 .4  Verbal ex tens ions

Radica ls  may in c o rp o ra te  s u f f i x a l  morphemes termed verbal e x te n s io n s .  

These ex tens ions  always precede the  t e n se  s u f f i x .  They do not a f f e c t  the  

con juga t ion  o f  the  verb  in  any way except in th e  case of  the  p r e s e n t  tense  

s u f f i x  allomorph which i s  determined by the  vowel o f  the  r a d ic a l  o r  

ex tens ion  which precedes  i t .

Some ex tens ions  may a l t e r  the  t r a n s i t i v e  na tu re  o f  the  v e rb ,  while  

o th e r s  have no such e f f e c t .

Extens ions  a re  numbered here  accord ing to  the  system used by Cole (n.d.); 

They a re  a l so  l a b e l l e d  with  te rm s ,  some o f  which a re  used by Tonjes (1910) 

and Gowlett (1970),  according  to  t h e i r  general  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

E x te n s io n s  are  grouped here  i n t o  p r o d u c t iv e  and n o n - p r o d u c t iv e  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  the l a t t e r  be ing  i n c l u d e d  as a p o i n t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l - i n t e r e s t  

(see Table 11)

Most ex tens ions  have phonological  s t r u c t u r e  /VC/; those  with  s t r u c t u r e  

/VCVC/ such as ex tens ion  11 / - a f a n /  a re  probably a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a combination 

o f  e x te n s io n s .  A few ex tens ions  may be r e d u p l i c a t e d  in  form, and a verb may 

in c o rp o ra te  a combination o f  a t  l e a s t  two e x te n s io n s .



3 . 4 . 1 L i s t  o f  ex tens ions  

Table 11

122.

(1) Product ive  ex tens ions  

Extension

1 (app l ied )  / - i l  ~ - e l  ~ - i n  ~ -en ~ - 1/

1+1 ( p e r f e c t i v e )  / - i l i l ~  - e l e l  ~ - i n i n  ~ - e n e n /

2 (pas s ive )  / -w /

3 ( n e u t e r - s t a t i v e  i . )  Z-ik  ~ -ek./

3+3 ( i n t e n s i v e - p e r f e c t i v e )  / - i k i k  ~ - e k e k /

5 ( c a u s a t i v e - s t a t i v e  t . )  / - i k  ~ -e k /

7 ( c a u sa t iv e )  / - i f  -v - f /

7+7 ( a s s i s t a t i v e - c a u s a t i v e )  / - i f i f /  - f i f /

8  ( r e v e r s iv e  t . )  / - u l  ~ -ol  ~ -un « -on/

8+8  ( r e v e r s iv e  r e p e t i t i v e  t . )  / - u l u l  ~ -o lo l  ~ -unun ~ -onon/

9 ( r e v e r s iv e  i . )  / - u k  ~ -ok /

8+9 ( r e v e r s iv e  r e p e t i t i v e  i.) / - u l u k  ~ -o lo k /

11 ( r e c i p r o c a l )  / - a f a n /

(2) Non-productive ex tens ions

Extension

4 ( s t a t i v e ) * / - a l / :

10 ( s t a t i v e - p o t e n t i a l ) * /-am/

11 ( h a b i tu a l ) * / - a n /

3a+il ( s t a t i v e - i n t e n s i v e ) * / -a k a n /

13 ( c o n ta c t !v e  ) * / - a t /

16+8 ( i n t e n s i v e  t . ) * / » a u l /

16+9 ( i n t e n s i v e  i .) * / - a u k /

17 ( i n t e n s i v e ) * /-ic l/



5 4 2 Extension 1 (app l ied )

3 .4 .2 .1  S ig n i f ic ance

Extension 1 in d ica te s  t h a t  the ac t ion  expressed by the verb i s  c a r r ie d  

out " fo r ,  on behalf  o f ,  to  the detr iment  o f ,  t o ,  i n t o ,  from” someone or

somethi ng .

The ap p l ie d  ex tens ion  i t s e l f  may have an o b j e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e  th e  number 

o f  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t s  t h a t  an extended r a d i c a l  can take  can be i n c r e a s e d .

3 .4 .2 .2  Morphology

/ - i l  _ -e l  -  - i n  -  -or  ~ - V

(1 ) The allomorph / - I /  occurs  with r a d i c a l s  t h a t  have under ly ing

s t r u c t u r e  / . . . i /  o r  / , . . « /  ( i - e - t b e  vowel o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  i s  d e l e t e d

after front vowels) :

-1 -1- "go to" < - i - "go"

- f i  -1 - "d ie  fo r" < - f i - "die"

- l i - 1 - "eat out of" < -1 i - "eat"

-ke-1- "chop fo r" < -ke- "chop"

- f e - 1 - "dig for" < -fe~ "dig"

- t e -1 - "chase fo r" < - te - "chase

(2 ) / - i l /  occurs  with r a d i c a l s  having under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e  / . . . u Z  in  whi

case the / . . .w/ allomorph o ccu rs .

_nw - i l -  "d r ink  ou t  of" < -nu-  " d n n k V

_ l w - i i -  " f i g h t  fo r"  < - l u -  " f i g h t "
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(3) With a l l  o th e r  r a d i c a l s ,  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l 1omorphs i s  determined

s im ul taneous ly  by Rule 11 o f  Vowel harmony .(.1.3-11)

and Rule 13 o f  Nasal harmony ( 1 .3 .1 3 ) .

5

3 . 4 .2 .3 Examples

(1) Examples o f  / - i l /  

- s h i n g - i l "  

- n i n g - i l -  

- t u n g - i l  

- t e m b u k - i l -

(2) Examples of  / - e l /  

-d e n g -e l -  

- f e t - e l -  

- l a n d - e l -  

-k w a t -e l -  

- y o f - e l -  

- l o n g - e l -

(3) Examples o f  / - i n /  

- l i m - i n -  

-d im - in -  

-k un - in -  

- tum -in -

(4) Examples o f  / - e n /  

- tem-en- 

-kam-en- 

-mon-en- 

-kon-en-

11 urge on fo r"  

"do for"  

"weave for"  

"move to"

"bea t  fo r"  

"wipe for"  

"buy for"  

"catch  fo r"  

" r o a s t  for"  

"work for"

" c u l t i v a t e  fo r "  

"ex t ingu ish  fo r"  

"sow for"

"send for"

"k ind le  for"  

"wring out for"  

" f in d  for"

"pick for"

-
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3 .4 .3  Extensions 1 +  1(pe rfec t iv e /

3 .4.3 .1 Signif icance

Extens ion 1 + 1 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  ac t io n  expressed by the  ra d ic a l  i s  

c a r r i e d  ou t  p e r f e c t l y ,  c o m p l e t e l y ,  i n t e n s i v e l y ,  e x c e s s iv e ly  o r  h a s t i l y .

3 . 4 . 3 . 2  Morphology

/ - i l i l  _ - e l e l  ~ - i n i n  ~ -enen ~ - 1 1 1 /

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  ex tens ion  i s  a r e d u p l i c a t i o n  of ex tens ion  1, 

a l though s ig n i f i c a n c e  and s y n t a c t i c  behaviour a re  no t  r e l a t e d  to  i t .  The 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs i s  governed by the same f a c t o r s  as f o r  

ex tens ion  1 (see 3 . 4 . 2 . 2 . ) .

3 . 4 . 3 . 3  Examples

(1) Examples of  / - i l i l /

- n i n g - i l i l -  , "do speed i ly"  < -n in g -  “do"

- d i n g - i l i l -  "surround" < -d in g -  "wind"

- k u w - i l i l -  " j u b i l a t e "  < -kuw- "shout"

(2) Examples of  / - e l e l /

- e n d - e l e l -  "has ten" < -end-  "go, walk"

- l a n d - e l e l -  "buy to  excess"  < - l a n d -  "buy"

-m ang-e le l -  "bind t i g h t l y "  < -mang- "bind"

- k o f - e l e l -  "overs leep"  < -ko f -  "s leep"

- k o n g - e l e l -  "look everywhere" -kong- , "search"
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(3) Examples o f  / - i n i n /

- turn- in in- "send s p e c i f i c a l l y "  < -turn- "send"

-xum-in in -  " p la n t  f i rm ly"  < -xum- " r a i s e  up a' pos t

- s h u n - in in  " r e tu r n  qu ick ly"  < -shun- " re tu rn"

- n u n - in in -  "be very p a t i e n t "  < -nun- "have pa t ien ce"

(4) Examples Of / - e n e n /

-nyem-enen- "shake v igo rous ly  < -nyem- "shake"

-kem-enen- "sigh g r e a t ly "  < -kern- "sigh"

-nan-enen-  " s t r e t c h  to  l i m i t s "  < -nan- " s t r e t c h "

-kan-enen-  " s t r a y  everywhere" < -kan- " s t r ay "

(5) Example of  / - 1 1 1 /

- i - l i l -  "hurry"

3*4.4 Extension 2 ( p a s s i v e ) -

3 .4 .4 .1  S ig n i f ic an ce

Extension 2 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  s u b j e c t  of  the  verb i s  acted  upon o r

a f f e c t e d  by an agent which i s  always implied even a lthough i t  may not be 

expressed .

In the  under ly ing  sen tence ,  the s u b j e c t  o f  the  pass ive  verb i s  the  

o b j e c t ,  and the  agent  i s  the  s u b je c t ;

Omeva ( s u b je c t )  otanuwa (p a s s iv e  verb) kounona (agent)

"The water i s  being drunk by the ch i ld ren "  

o f .  Ounona ( su b je c t )  otavanu omeva (o b jec t )

"The c h i ld ren  dr ink  th e  water"

3.4*4*2 Morphology

/ -w /  occurs  with a l l  r a d i c a l s  inc lu d in g  those  with underly ing 

s t r u c t u r e  / . . .V/.
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Examples

- 1 i -w - "be eaten"

- 1 u-w- "be fought"

- t u _w~ "be stabbed"

-ke-w- "be chopped"

-pe-w- "be given"

-deng-w- "be beaten"

-yof-w- "be roas ted"

-kam-w- 1„e wrung out

-tum-w- "be sent"

-yash-w- "be wounded"

-kwat-w- "be caught"

3 . 4 . 4 . 4  • Agent o f  pass ive  verbs

The agent o f  pass ive  verbs i s  expressed by the  ag en t ive  adverb 

which has p r e f ix  jfku-] (see  a l s o  6 . 1 . 2 . 3 ) .

Ovamati ovatuminwa kohamba

"The boys were s en t  by the  c h ie f "

Ounona ovadengwa kuina

"The c h i ld re n  were h i t  by t h e i r  mother"

Eumbo l in y a  olaxwikwa kovamati

"That house was s e t  on f i r e  by the  boys"

3 .4 .5  Extension 3 ( n e u t e r - s t a t i v e )

3 .4 .5 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

This ex tens ion  i n d i c a t e s  t? * bate has been en te red  in to  o r  t h a t  

th e re  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  or p o t e n t i a l i t y  f o r  the  a c t i o n  to  take p l a c e ,  except in one
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case when t h i s  ex tens ion  may have a pass ive  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  which case  

i t  may a l so  be fol lowed by the  agen t ive  adverb as with ex tens ion  2. This 

ex tens ion  may a l s o  have an a d d i t io n a l  p e r f e c t i v e  o r  a m e l io ra t iv e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

Verbs in c o rp o ra t in g  ex tens ion  3 a re  always i n t r a n s i t i v e .

3 . 4 . 5 . 2  Morphology

/ - i k  ~ - e k /

The allomorph / - i k /  occurs  with the  r a d i c a l s  / -m on- /  "see" and / - h a n g - /  " reach" .  

With a l l  o th e r  r a d i c a l s ,  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  allomorphs  i s  determined by Rule 11 

o f  Vowel .harmony ( 1 .3 .1 1 ) .

3.4.5.3 .  Examples

(1) Examples o f  / - i k /

- d i k - i k -  "be p lan ted"  < - d i k -  "p lan t"

-u d - i k -  "be aud ib le"  < -ud-  "hear"

.

(2) Examples o f  / - e k /

- l e s h - e k -  "be readable"  < - l e s h -  "read"

-nak-ek-  "be f i n e l y  s ieved"  < -nak-  "s ieve"

-komb-ek- "become clean" < -komb- "sweep"

3 . 4 . 5 . 4  Example w i th  pass ive  s i g n i f i c a n c e

Eemhunda otadimonika / -m o n - ik - /  kuame "The h i l l s  a re  seen by me"

3*4.5 .5  Examples with  s t a t l v e - p o t e n f 1 a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e

-h an g - ik -  "be reached" < -hang- " r ea ch "
- d i n - i k -  "be despised"  < - d i n -  "despise"

- d i k - i k -  "be p lan ted"  < - d i k -  "p lan t"

-d u d - ik -  "be pu l led  out"  < -dud-  "put 1 "



3.4.5.6" Examples with p e r f e c t i v e  s ig n i f i c a n c e

- im b - ik -  "be b e a u t i f u l l y  sung" < -imb- "s ing"

-d a l - e k -  "come o f  good s tock"  < - d a l -  "bear"

-shang-ek-  "be o r n a t e ly  w r i t t e n "  < -shang- "wri te"

-nak-ek-  ■ "be f i n e l y  s ieved"  < -nak- " s ieve"

3 .4 .6  Extension 3+3 ( i n t e n s i v e - p e r f e c t i v e )

3 .4 .6 .1  S ig n i f ic an c e

This ex tens ion  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  something i s  c a r r i e d  out i n t e n s i v e l y  

or  i s  done to  p e r f e c t i o n .

Extension 3+3 does not change the  t r a n s i t i v e  na tu re  o f  the  base r a d i c a l .

3 . 4 . 6 . 2  Morphology 

/ - i k i k  ~ -e k e k /

S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  a r e d u p l i c a t i o n  of  ex tens ion  3; Rule 11 o f  Vowel 

harmony a l so  * a p p l i e s  to  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs (see 1 .3 .1 1 ) ,

3 . 4 . 6 . 3  Examples

- im b - ik ik -  "be b e a u t i f u l l y  sung" < -imb- "s ing"

- k u p u l - i k i k -  " h i t  a c c u r a t e ly "  < -kupul-  "throw"

- te l e k - e k e k -  "be cooked to  p e r f e c t io n "  < - t e l e k -  "cook"

- long-ekek-  "be well done" < - long-  "work"

3 .4 .7  Extension 5 ( c a u sa t iv e )

3 .4 .7 .1  S ig n i f ic an ce

This ex tens ion  i n d i c a t e s  the  causing or  br ing  inn about  o f  a s t a t e ,
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3 , 4 . 7 . 2  MorpHology

/ - e k  ~ - i k /  ,

The allomorphs a re  d i s t r i b u t e d  accord ing  to  Rule 11 o f  Vowel harmony 

(see 1 .3 .1 1 ) .  S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  ex tens ions  3 and 5 a re  the  same, but a l l  r a d i c a l s  

in c o rp o ra t in g  ex tens ion  5 are  t r a n s i t i v e ,  whereas those in c o rp o ra t in g  ex tens ion  

3 a re  i n t r a n s i t i v e .

3 . 4 . 7 . 3  . . Examples

- f im h - ik - "make b lun t" < -f imh- "be b lun t"

-nang-ek- " lay  down to  s leep" c f . -n a n g -a l - " l i e  down to  s l e e p

- n y a t - e k - " s o i l " < - n y a t - "be d i r t y "

-hom-ek- " i n s e r t " c f . -hom-at- "be i n s e r t e d "

-mot-ek- "moisten" < -mot- "be damp"

3 .4 .8  Extension 7 ( c a u s a t i v e )

3 .4 .8 .1  S ig n i f i c a n c e

Extension 7 has a general  c au sa t iv e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in d i c a t i n g  t h a t  the  

primary o b je c t  o f  the  verb i s  caused or made to  do something. When t h i s  

ex tens ion  i s  followed by the  e n c l i t i c  / - k o /  (see  3 . 4 . 8 . 3 ) ,  i t  s i g n i f i e s  

t h a t  t h e  a c t io n  i s  c a r r i e d  out with the  help  of something o r  by means o f  

something.

Radicals  in c o rp o ra t in g  t h i s  ex tens ion  a re  a l l  t r a n s i t i v e .

3 . 4 . 8 . 2  Morphology

/ - i f  -  - f /

The vowel of the  under ly ing  form / - i f /  i s  d e le t ed  a f t e r  r a d i c a l s  which 

have under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e  / . . . i-/ and / . . .e*/, and a l s o  a f t e r  the  r a d ic a l  / - u - / ' f a l  1
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/ - i f /  occurs a f t e r  a l l  o th e r  r a d i c a l s  in c lud ing  the  / . . . 0 6 /  al lomorph 

of /Cu/ r a d i c a l s .

3 . 4 , 8 . 3  Examples

(1) Examples o f  / - f /

- u - f - "cause to  f a l l " < -u - " f a l l "

- i - f - "cause to  go" < - i  - "go"

- f i - f - "cause to  d ie" < - f i - "die"

- l i - f - "cause to  ea t" < - l i - "ea t"

- p o p i - f "cause to  speak" < - p o p i - "speak"

- k e - f - "cause to  chop" < 1 i "chop"

- t e - f - "cause to  chase" < - t e - "chase"

Examples o f  / - i f /

- I w - i f - • "cause to  f i g h t < -1  u~ " f ig h t "

14-131 "make s tab" < - t u - "s tab"

- h o n d j - i f "cause to  sew" < -hond j- "sew"

- y a d - i f - "cause to  f i l l " < -yad- " f i l l  up"

-k o lw - i f - "make drunk" < -kolw- "become drunk

- l o n g - i f - "make work" < - long "work"

(3) Examples w i th  e n d  i t i c  / - k o /  

Ohandihondj ifa-ko

"I am s e w i n g  with the  a id  (o f  a n e e d le ) 11

Ohandishangifa-ko

"I w r i t e  with (a borrowed p e n c i l ) "  

Ohandil imifa-ko 

. "I am hoeing ( w i th your hoe)"
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3 . 4 . 9  E x t e n s i o n  7+7

3 .4 .9 .1  S ig n i f i c a n c e

The r e d u p l i c a t e d  form o f  ex tens ion  7 has a p o l i t e  or  r e s p e c t f u l  

c au sa t iv e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I t  im pl ies  t h a t  the  a c t i o n  i s  being c a r r i e d  Out

as a r e s u l t  o f  a p o l i t e  r e q u e s t  o r  sugges t ion .

3 . 4 . 9 . 2  ' , ,  Morphology 

/ - i f i f  ~ - f i f /

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs follows the  same ru le s  as those  f o r  

ex tens ion  7 (see  3 . 4 . 8 ) .

3 . 4 . 9 . 3 /  Examples

Kaume o t a t o m i f i f a  t a t e  eengobe

"The f r i e n d  caused ( reques ted )  f a t h e r  to  s l a u g h t e r  an ox" 

Ohanditumi f i f a  meme omunyasha

"I asked (cause) mother t o  send the  young man"

Okwevapit if ifa-mo meumbo

"He makes them go out o f  the  house"

Ohandikamififa meme o ikutu  *

"I help mother to  wring ou t  the  c lo th e s "

O t a s h i n g i f i f a  o v a f i t a  eengobe

"He reques t s  th e  herdsmen to  chase the  c a t t l e "

Okwevakefifa-po omuti

"He makes them chop down the  t r e e "

3.4 .10 Extension 8 ( r e v e r s iv e  t r a n s i t i v e )

3 .4 .10 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

This ex tens ion  has a r e v e r s iv e  or i n v e r s iv e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n d i c a t i n g
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t h a t  the  a c t i o n  expressed  by the  simple r a d ic a l  i s  undone o r  reve rsed .

In some cases t h i s  ex tens ion  has an i n t e n s iv e  o r  ' spec i fy ing*  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

Many r a d i c a l s  which in c o rp o ra te  ex tens ion  8  no longer  have corresponding 

simple forms. Nevertheless, th is  s t i l l  appears to be a productive extension.

Radicals  t h a t  in c o rp o ra te  ex tens ion  8 a l l  appear  to  be tra n s it iv e .

3 .4 .1 0 .2  Morphology 

/ - u l  ~ - o l  ~ -un ~ -on /

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs i s  determined s im ul taneous ly  by Rule 12 

o f  Vowel a l t e r n a t i o n  (1.3.12)and Rule 13 o f  Nasal harmony ( 1 . 3 . 1 3 ) ,

3 .4 .1 0 .3  Examples

Examples o f  / - u l /

- d i k - u l - "uproot"  < - d ik - "p lan t"
- p i t - u l - "pass by somewhere" <; - p i t - "appear"
- v e l - u V •‘hea l"  < - v e l - "be s ick "
- te n d -u l - "hatch out"  < - t e n d - "break out"
- v a k -u l - " take  by fo rce"  < -vak- " s t e a l "
- k u t - u l - "outs  pan" c f . - k u t - i l - "inspan"

Exarnples o f  / - o l /

I0101

"sweep out"  « -komb - "sweep"
- s h o k -o l - "remove a thorn" < -shok "plug,  block"
-p ond-o l - "make p o s s ib le "  c f . -pond-ok- "be p o s s ib le "
- t o n g - o l - " s o r t  o u t ,  s ep a ra te "  c f . - tong-*ok- "ge t  sepa ra ted
- t o k - o l - "cut  ac ross"  c f . - to k - o k -  "be div ided"
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(3) Examples o f  / - m l

-pen-un- "undress"

-nyam-un- "shake o f f

c f .  -pen-uk-  "ge t  undressed"

c f . -nyam-uk- " f a l l  o f f"

< -yuun- " p e e l "

c f .  -nyum-uk- "come round"

■yuun-un- "peel o f f"

hyum-un- "wake up, b r ing  c f  
round"

(4) Examples o f  / - o n /

- to n - o n -  "p luck ,  pick o f f "  < - ton 11pick f r u i t "

3.4.11 Extension 9 ( r e v e r s iv e  i n t r a n s i t i v e )

3 .4 .11 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

Extension 9 i s  the  i n t r a n s i t i v e  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  ex tens ion  8 ; ex tens ion  9 

of ten  has a r e v e r s i v e - i n t r a n s i t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  the  a c t io n  

expressed  by the  verb i s  in the  p rocess  or  s t a t e  o f  being undone; i t  may 

a l so  have an in t e n s i v e  conno ta t io n .  In some cases  the  corresponding 

Unextended ra d ic a l  no longer  e x i s t s ; in. t h i s  case th e  s p e c i f i c  " rev e r s iv e"  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  ex tens ion  i s  no t  always ap p a ren t .

3 . 4 . 1 1 . 2  Morphology 

/ -uk  * -ok /

Rule 1 2 o f  Vowel a l t e r n a t i o n  (see  1 .3 .12)  determines  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  allomorphs in n e a r ly  a l l  c a s e s ,  bu t  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  one case where the  

su f f ix  allomorph i s  not phono log ica l ly  determined :

-d ind-ok-  "d ra in  o u t ,  leak" < -d in d -  " s t r a i n "
i 1

3 . 4 . 1 1 . 3  Examples

(1) Examples o f  / - u k /

-man-uk- "ge t  f in i sh e d "  < -man- " f i n i s h "

-n a t - u k -  "work loose" < - n a t -  "throw down"
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- d ik - u k -  "ge t  uprooted" < - d i k -  "p lan t"

- d i t - u k -  "come loose"  c f , - d i t - i k -  "knot"

-nyaum-uk- " f a l l  down" c f . -nyaum-un-  "shed,  c a s t  down"

(2) Examples of  / - o k /

-pond-ok- "be p o s s ib le "  c f .  -pond-ol- "make p o ss ib le "

-ond-ok "become f a t "  c f - o n d - o l -  " f a t t e n "

-pomb-ok- "become to rn"  c f .  -pomb-ol-  " t e a r"

-h o i - o k -  "come to  l i g h t "  c f .  - h o l - e k -  "conceal"

- to n g -o k -  "become s o r t e d  o u f ' c f . - t o n g - o l -  " s o r t  out"

3 .4 .1 2  Extens ion  8+8  r e v o r s i v e - r e p e t i t i v e  t r a n s i t i v e

3.4.12.1 S ignif icance

This ex tens ion  has an i n t e n s i v e  or r e p e t i t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  u s u a l ly  

i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a r e v e r s i v e  process  i s  being c a r r i e d  ou t  r e p e a te d ly .

Verbs in c o rp o ra t in g  t h i s  ex tens ion  a re  t r a n s i t i v e .

3 . 4 . 1 c . 2 Morphology

/ - u l u l  ~ -o lo l  ~ -unun ~ -onon/

S t r u c t u r a l l y  t h i s  i s  a r e d u p l i c a t i o n  of ex tens ion  8 , and the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  allomorphs i s  determined by the  same r u l e s ,  bu t  at l e a s t  one ra d ic a l  

has free ly  a l t e r n a t i n g  forms :

- f e t - u l u l -  . 2 . - f e t - u n u n -  "wipe o u t  thoroughly"  < - f e t -  "wipe"

3 .4 .1 2 .3  Examples

(1) Examples of  / - u l u l /

- d i n g - u l u l -  "unravel"  < -d in g -  "co i l "

- d i t - u l u l -  " u n t ie  again" < - d i t -  " t i e "

- n i n g - u l u l -  " r e -d o ,  make again" < -n in g -  "do"

-mang-u lu l -  " u n t ie  again"  < -mang- "bind
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(2) Examples o f  / - o l o T /

- k o n g -o lo l - " sea rch ,  seek out" < -kong- "search"

-komb-olol- "sweep out once more" < -komb- "sweep"

- h o n d j - o l o l - "re-sew" < -hond j -  "sew"

Examples o f  / -unun /

-kweny-unun- " scrape  ou t  thoroughly" < -kweny- "scrape  out"

-shun-unun-  "go f u r t h e r  back" < -shun-  " re tu rn "

(4) Examples o f  / -o n o n /

-ony-onon- "be un ro l l ed  a^Jin"  -ony- " r o l l "

-hom-onon- "remove s t i c k s  from c f .  -hom-ek- "place  burning s t i c k s
burning f i r e "  ™ f i r e

3 .4 .13  Extension 8+9 ( r e v e r s i v e - r e p e t i t i v e  i n t r a n s i t i v e )

3 .4 .13 .1  ' S ig n i f ic an c e

This compound ex tens ion  i s  the  i n t r a n s i t i v e  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  ex ten s io n  8+8 . 

I t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a process  i s  reversed  o r  undone, or  i s  being r e p ea ted .

3 .4 .1 3 .2  Morphology

/ - u l u k  ~ -c lok  ~ -unuk ~ -onok/

S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  a compound ex tens ion  formed from ex tens ion  8+9 :

{ul> + {uk} .

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs appears to  be i d e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  fo r  

ex tens ion  8+8  with a t  l e a s t  two excep t ions  where / - o l o k /  fo llows high 

vowel / i / :

-d in d -o lo k -  "be d ra ined  out" < -d in d -  " s t r a i n ,  d ra in"

- f in g -onok-  "be tw is ted "  < - r i n g -  " t w i s t ,  wrench"



137.

3 . 4 . 1 3 . 3

( D

Examples

( 2 )

(4)

3 .4 .14  

3 .4 .14 .1

-k u t - u lu k - "grow hungry again" < - k u t - "be r e p l e t e "

-d in d -u lu k - "subside" < -d in d - " sw e l l " 1/  '

- f e t - u l u k - "be thoroughly  wiped" < - f e t - "wipe"

-mang-uluk- "become f r e e < -mang- " t i e  up"

-kung-uluk- "flow out"  c f . i - u l u l - "wash away"

Examples o f  / - o l o k /

-hond j -o lok - "become unrave l led" < -hondj- "sew"

-omb-olok- " r i s e  a f t e r  a nap" < -omb- " take  a nap"

- lo n g -o lo k - "be unburdened o f  work" < - lo n g - "work"

-yomb-olok- "sneak away from" < -yomb- "sneak o f f "

Examples o f  / -u n u k /

-shun-unuk- "be p laced  f u r t h e r  back" < -shun- "go back"

-winy-unuk- "withdraw again" c f . -winy-uk- " r e c o i l "

Examples o f  / -o n o k /

-ony-onok- "be u n ro l l ed  again" < -ony- " r o l l "

-tony-onok- "be unfolded" < - tony- " r o l l  up"

-pony-onok- " s l i p  o f f " < -pony- "miss"

Extension 11 ( r e c i p r o c a l ) 2^

,1 S ig n i f ic an c e

This ex tens ion  has a r e c ip ro c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in d i c a t i n g  t h a t  something 

i s  c a r r i e d  out mutua l ly  between two p a r t i e s  or i n d i v i d u a l s .

1/ Radica ls  A d in d - /  1. "swell"  and 2. "dra in"  a re  segmenta lly  homophonous.

2 /  This  ex tens ion  i s  termed here by one number ( 1 1 ) al though h i s t o r i c a l l y
i t  i s  most probably  a  compound o f  a t  l e a s t  two ex ten s io n s .
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All r a d i c a l s  in c o rp o ra t in g  ex tens ion  11 a re  i n t r a n s i t i v e .

3"4 .14 .2  Morphology 

1 /
/ - a f a n /  occurs  with a l l  r a d i c a l s .  I t  appears to  be a compound form

composed o f  * / - a f /  (?) and * / - a n /  ( 1 1 ) ,  I t  cannot be s t a t e d  with any

c e r t a i n t y  to  what * / - a f /  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  a l though th e  only e x i s t i n g

e x ten s io n  to  which i t  bears  resemblance in s t r u c t u r e  (but not s i g n i f i c a n c e )

i s  / - i f /  (ex tens ion  7 ) ;  the  element V a n /  i s  comparable with ex tens ion  IT 

( r e c i p r o c a l )  in  o th e r  languages .

3 -4 .1 4 .3  Examples

"hit"-deng -a fan -  " h i t  one ano ther"  < -deng-

- e n d -a fa n -  "have mutual d ea l in g s"  < -end-

- f u f y - a f a n -  "deceive one another"  < - f u f y -  " i i e

- p u l - a f a n -  "ask one another"  < - p u l -

"go"

"ask"

-m in ik -a fan -  " g r e e t  one ano ther"  < -min ik-  "g re e t

- i k - a f a n -  "be on in t im a te  terms" < - i k -

i - a f a n -  "hate  one ano ther"  < - to n d -

n

"acquain t"

"hate"

3 -4.15 Non-productive ex tens ions

A number o f  elements a re  s t i l l  r ecogn izab le  as extensio.ns from t h e i r  

morphology and from t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a lthough they  do not appear  to  be 

p roduc t ive  in  th e  language any longer ,  in most c a s e s ,  the  s imple  r a d ic a l  

corresponding  t o  the  ( h i s t o r i c a l l y )  extended form ho longer e x i s t s .  '

3 - 4 - 16 Extension 4 ( s t a t i v e l

3-4*l6 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

This ex tens ion  i s  s t i l l  r ecognizab le  in a number o f  r a d i c a l s  which no 

longer have corresponding simple forms, Most of these radicals indicate

V  See footnote 2, p, 140,
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some kind o f  bodi ly  p o s i t i o n  o r  s t a t e ,  o r  a physica l  c o n d i t io n .  Radica ls  

i n c o rp o ra t in g  t h i s  ex tens ion  a re  a l l  i n t r a n s i t i v e .

Extension 4 co-occurs  with the  v e r b a l i z e r  * / - p /  in  th e  d e r i v a t i o n  of 

verbal r a d i c a l s  from a d j e c t i v e  stems and a l s o  from a few nouns; i t  would 

seem t h a t  t h i s  p rocess  o f  d e r iv a t io n  i s  now non-product ive .

3 .4 .1 6 .2  Morphology 

* / - a l /  occurs  in a l l  cases .

3 .4 .1 6 .3  Examples

(1) Examples with * / - a l / :

-d o n g -a l -  "be muddy"

-kumb-al-  "be th in "

- n a n g - a l - " l i e  down to  sleep" c f . -nang-ek-  " lay  down to  s leep"

- s h a s i i - a l -  "dance"

- t a l - a l -  "be c o o l"

3 .4 .1 6 .4  V e rb a l i z e r  * / - p /

The s u f f i x a l  v e r b a l i z e r  / - p /  which i s  no longer p roduc t ive  in the  

language i s  s t i l l  r ecogn izab le  in verbal r a d i c a l s  der ived  from nouns and 

a d j e c t i v e s .

(1) Example o f  v e r b a l i z e r  * / - p / ; and / - a l /

dyuu-p-a l - "become heavy" < -dyuu ( a d j . ) "heavy"

hapu-p -a l - " inc rea se" < -hapu ( a d j . ) "many"

i - p - a l - "be ugly" < - i  ( a d j . ) "bad"

n e n e -p -a l - "grow big" < -nene ( a d j . ) "big"

l a i - p - a l - "become s tup id" < e la i .  (noun) " f o o l "
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3 A ’ U  Extension 10 f s t a t i v e - D o s i t i n n . i '

3*4J .7 .1  S ig n i f i c a n c e

M0St incorporating extension 10 indicate a bodily p osit ion .

S t a t e  or act' Simple radicals corresponding to those incorporating

extension . .  „u longer e x i s t .  Verbs incorporating th is  extension are a l l  
in tra n s it iv e .

3 .4 .1 7 .2 Morphology

/ -am /  occurs in a l l  c a se s .

2 .4 .1 7 .3  Examples

-ak-am- ^  -ek-am- 

-hond-am- 

-ya-am- 

- f ik -am -  

-fud-am- 

-kak-am 

-yeh-am- 

-kangh-am- 

-am-

3 .4 .18

-kuny-am-

"open the  mouth" 

"hide o n e se l f "  

" s h e l t e r  from ra in "  

" r i s e ,  s tand"

"be buried"  

"tremble"

" fee l  pain"

" w a i t ,  s tand s t i l l "  

"be ups ide  down"

"be q u ie t "

c f .  - fu d - ik - 'bury'

Extens ion  j j a 1/  (h a b i tu a l - in t e n s i v e ^

3-4 .18 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

Extension l l a  co-occurs with some radicals to indicate h ab i tua l  or 

in te n s if ie d  action. Although the corresponding simple radicals do s t i l l

occurs productively  in other



occur ,  t h i s  ex tens ion  i s  no longer  p ro d u c t iv e .

A few r a d i c a l s  in c o r p o r a t in g  ex tens ion  11a have a r e c ip ro c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  

bu t  t h i s  usage o f  th e  ex tens ion  i s  now non-product ive  ( r e c ip ro c a l  a c t i o n  i s  

i n d ic a te d  by the  compound form / - a f - a n / )  (see  3 .4 .1 4 ) .

3 .4 .1 8 .2  Morphology 

* / - a n /  occurs  in  a l l  c ases .

3 .4 .1 8 .3  Examples

- f u f y - a n - "be mendacious" - f u f y - " l i e "

- l y - a n - "be v ic ious" -11- " b i t e ,  i

- 1 i 1~an- "be p e tu la n t " - l i l - "cry"

- tw -an- "be in c l in e d  to  b u t t " - t u - "b u t t "

- f im -a n - "be honourable" -f im- "honour

-heng-an- "divorce  (o f  a woman)"

-kum-an " b a r t e r ,  exchange"

Extension 3a+ll ( s t a t i v e - i n t e n s i v e )

3 .4 .19 .1  S ig n i f ic an ce

This compound ex tens ion  has a s t a t i v e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  in d i c a t in g  a physica l  

s t a t e  o r  p o s i t i o n .

Verbs in co rp o ra t in g  */-akan/ are  a l l  i n t r a n s i t i v e .

3 .4 .1 9 .2  Morphology

*/~akan/ i s  a compound ex tens ion  most probably  c o n s i s t i n g  of  an element / - a k /  (?) 

and * / - a h /  ( e x t . 11) .
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dong-akan "be muddled"

"be crowded to g e th e r"  

"be mixed"

"be smooth"

"bar a road* l i e  across  

"be entangled"

"be o f  uneven he igh t"  

"b lock ,  bar"

- f ind -akan

‘hov-akan-

•yel-akan-

-kangal-akan

k i t - ak a n

koy-akan

kund-akan-

3 .4 .20 Extension 13 ( c o n t a c t ! v e )

3 .4 .20 .1  S ig n i f ic an c e

Radica ls  i n c o rp o ra t in g  t h i s  ex tens ion  g e n e r a l ly  i n d i c a t e  bod i ly  c o n t a c t ,  

movement, o r  s t a t e ,

Verbs in c o rp o ra t in g  ex tens ion  13 may be t r a n s i t i v e  or  i n t r a n s i t i v e .

3 .4 .2 0 .2  Morphology 

* / - a t /  occurs  in a l l  cases .

3 .4 .2 0 .3  Examples

-humb-at-  "carry"

-hom-at-  " i n s e r t "

-yong-a t  "be loaded up"

-kw -a t-  " ca tch ,  se ize"

- l y - a t -  "tramp on"

- l y a k - a t -  " j e r k , twitch"

-ngony-a t -  "be crumpled, fo lded toge the r"
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3.4 .21 Extension 16+8 ' ( i n t e n s i v e - t r a n s i t i v e )

3 .4 .21 .1  , S ig n i f ic an ce

Extension 16+8 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  something i s  c a r r i e d  out i n t e n s i v e l y  or 

e x t e n s iv e ly .  Verbs in c o rp o ra t in g  t h i s  ex tens ion  a re  always t r a n s i t i v e .

3 .4 .2 1 .2  Morphology 

/ - a u l  ~ -aun /

The allomorphs / - a u l  ~ aun/ a re  d i s t r i b u t e d  accord ing to  Rule 13.

Nasal harmony ( 1 .3 .1 3 ) .

This ex tens ion  i s  probably  a compound form having two elements * / - a /  (16?) 

and / - u l  un/ (8 ) .  * / -a /  i s  p o s s ib ly  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a Proto-Bantu  form

* /-a  /  which no longer  e x i s t s  on i t s  own in  Kwanyama, but may be recognized 

in  Ndonga (and /o r  Kwambi).

3 .4 ,2 1 .3  Examp1es

(1) Examples o f  * / - a u l /

- l y a t - a u l -  "trample" < - l y a t -  "tramp on"

- t e y - a u l -  " s h a t t e r "  < - t e y -  "break"

- t a t - a u l -  "smash" c f .  - t a t - u l -  "break"

- s h i k - a u l -  "follow r e l e n t l e s s l y "
c f . - s h i k - u l -  "follow"

(2) Examples o f  * / - a u n /

-ngum-aun- "push over" < -ngum- "push, nudge"

-nyon-aun-  "des t roy"  < -nyon- " sp o i l "

3 .4 .22  Extension 16+9 ( i n t e n s i v e - i n t r a n s i t i y e )

3 .4 .22 .1  " S ig n i f ic an ce

This ex tens ion  has he same general  s i g n i f i c a n c e  as 16+8, bu t a l l  verbs
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in t h i s  case a re  i n t r a n s i t i v e .  In many c a s e s ,  a corresponding  simple r a d ic a l  no 

longe r  e x i s t s .

3 .4 .2 2 .2  ' Morphology

This ex tens ion  has a p a r a l l e l  s t r u c t u r e  to ex tens ion  16+8, t h a t  i s ,  i t  

i s  most probably  a compound form c o n s i s t i n g  o f ^ - a /  (16?) and / - u k /  (&).

3 .4 .2 2 .3  Examples

-h a l - a u k - 11 be t e r r i f i e d "

-nuk-auk- " th ro b ,  jump" < -nuk- "jump"

-nyany-auk- "be to rn  to  shreds" c f .  -nyany-au l - "r ip"

-nyon-auk "be ru ined" < -iiyon- "sp o i l "

-pund-auk- " r e e l , wobble" c f . -pund-uk- "stumble

- t e y -a u k - "be smashed" A k 1 "break"

-y o l -au k - "laugh loudly"

- f in y - a u k - "wri the"

3 .4 .23  Extension 17 ( i n t e n s i v e )

3 .4 .23 .1  S ig n i f i c a n c e

Radica ls  i n c o rp o ra t in g  the  ex tens ion  * / - i d  /  appear to  have a general  

i n t e n s iv e  or  exaggera ted  connota t ion  in a d d i t io n  to the  b a s ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Only one example o f  a corresponding  simple rad ica l  has been noted.

Verbs i n c o rp o ra t in g  t h i s  ending may be t r a n s i t i v e  or i n t r a n s i t i v e ,

3 .4 .2 3 .2  Morphology 

* / - i d /  occurs in  a l l  cases .



3 . 4 , 2 3 . 3  ‘ Examples  ,

- p u l - i d -  " in t e r r o g a t e "  < - p u l -  "ask"

- f i f - i d -  "move slowly"

-h a sh - id  "cu t  i n to  small p ieces"

- i n g - i d -  "shout"

-kuma-id- "admonish"

-n aan g - id -  " in t e r r o g a t e "

-kwamb-id- " fo llow r e l e n t l e s s l y "

-p ap ak - id -  "be overloaded"
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CHAPTER 4

PREDICATIVES : VERB CONJUGATION

4.1 S u b-d iv i s ions  o f  the  conjugat ion

The verb con juga t ion  may be sub-d iv ided  in to  two major c a t e g o r i e s ,  

v i z . ,  f i n i t e  and n o n - f i n i t e  forms.

Non- f i n i t e  forms do not i n c o rp o ra te  a s u b je c t  p r e f i x ,  though they  

may in c o rp o ra te  o b j e c t  concords or the  r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x .

There are  two types  o f  n o n - f i n i t e  forms : i n f i n i t i v e  ( p o s i t i v e  

and n e g a t i v e ) ,  and im pera t ive  ( p o s i t i v e  o n l y , V

F i n i t e  forms always in c o rp o ra te  a s u b je c t  p r e f i x ,  and they may 

a l so  con ta in  o b j e c t  concords or a r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x .

F i n i t e  forms may be sub-div ided  i n t o  two moods. The In d i c a t i v e

mood con ta in s  a number o f  t e n se s  which a l 1 i n d i c a t e  a c t io n  a t  a s p e c i f i c

t ime; the  Subjunc t ive  mood has only one t e n se  which does not have a time 

reference .

Some tenses  o f  the  I n d i c a t iv e  mood have principal and p a r t ic ip ia l  

sub-moods whose occurrence  i s  determined by s y n t a c t i c  func t ion .2/

All f i n i t e  verbs have both p o s i t i v e  and negat ive  forms.

V  ^  S r ; a n t i c  c 1 a S s 1 f i e a t i < m  h e r e > 

2 /
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Table 12

Non-Fini te F i n i t e

I n d i c a t i v e Sub junc t ive
!
t '

1 • (pos.  and n e g . )
1

1 I n f i n i t i v e  

(pos.  and n e g . ) 

Imperative

Presen t  )
) p r in c ip a l  

Defective  P resen t )  and
) p a r t i c i p i a l  

Pas t  j

. -
P resen t

(pos .  and neg .)

(pos.  only) Pas t  Continuous 

Pas t  P e r f e c t  

Future

The under ly ing-morphological  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  verbs are  given h e re  

in  formulae or  " p a t t e r n s "  in o rd e r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n .

Symbols used in the  p a t t e r n s :

SP : s u b je c t  p r e f i x

SP^ : s u b je c t  p r e f i x  (p a s t )

5PP : s u b je c t  p r e f i x  ( p a r t i c i p i a l )

OC : o b j e c t  concord

OP : o b j e c t  p r e f i x

OS ; o b j e c t  s u f f i x

R : verb ra d ic a l
n

V : p re s en t  t e n s e  s u f f i x

neg. : nega t ive

pos. : p o s i t i v e
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4 .1 .2  Summary of  t en se  p a t t e r ns I

I .

(1) N o n - f in i t e  forms :

In f i n i t i v e  |

pos.  o -  ku -  R -  a ■

neg. o -  ku -  {ha} '• R ~ a > !

Imperative t ’

pos. A. sg.  (a)  R - a  (b) R -  a -  a . I
■ ' 5 - ■

p l . R -  e -  ni ;

B. sg. R -  e -  OS p l .  R -  e -  ni -  OS ;

O P -  R -  a OP " * -

Ri

(2) F i n i t e  forms :

I n d i c a t iv e  Mood

P resen t  ( p r i n c i p a l ) 

pos. o -  {ta} -  SP -  R -  {V‘x>

neg. i {ta} -  SP -  R -  {VR}

P resen t  ( p a r t i c i p i a l )

pos. ' {ta} -  SP -  R -  {VR}

neg. i -  { t a )  -  SP -  R -  {VR>

Defective  p r e s e n t  ( P r i n c i p a l ) 

pos.i. o -  SpP - R •• {VR}

neg. {ka}-SPP - R -  {VR) 

Defective  p r e s e n t  ( p a r t i c i p i a l ) 

pos.  SPP - f t  -  {VR) 

neg. {ka)-SPR - R -  Vi"'':
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Future

pos.  o -  » a }  -  S P - t k a J  - R -

neg. i l t a }  -  SP {to} - R -

P a s t  ( p r i n c i p a l )

pos .  o -  S?C -  ( a )  - R -  a

neg . i -  (na) -  SP -  R -  s

P a s t  ( p a r t i c i p i a l )

pos. SPC -  {a) ^ R ~ a

neg. i -  ' (ria) -  SP -  R -  a

P as t  Continuous

pos.  0  -  SPC -  a -  11 r  ( t a }  _ 

neg. ka -  SPC -  a -  1 i j

P a s t  P e r f e c t

pos.  o -  SPC -1 a -  l i  1  + spC 

neg. ka -  SPC -  a -  l i j

Sub junc t ive  Mood . 

p r e s en t

pos.  SP -  R -  e 

neg. SP {ha} -  R -  e

a

a

SP -  R *{VR}

r {a} -  R -  a



150 .

4 .1 .3  Conjugational  a f f i x e s

Cori.iugational p r e f ix e s  s e rv e  to  i n d i c a t e  whether a verb i s  

p o s i t i v e  or n ega t ive  and a l s o  fu n c t io n  as markers o f  mood, sub-mood and t e n s e .

Conjugational p r e f ix e s  t h a t  fo llow the  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  and t h a t  

have low vowel / a /  a re  s u b j e c t  to  ru le  9 of  vowel r a i s i n g  (see  1 . 3 . 9 ) ,  

whereas no con juga t iona l  p re f ix e s  undergo t h i s  r u l e  i f  they precede t h i s  s u b j e c t

p r e f i x .

Conjugat ional s u f f ix e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t en se  but do not mark th e  

d i f f e r e n c e  between p o s i t i v e  or n eg a t iv e .

1 /
4 . 1 . 4  Summary of con juga t iona l  a f f i x e s

4 .1 .4 .1  Conjugational p r e f ix e s  preceding the  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x

P r e f ix  Occurrence in  tenses

/ o - y  : (1) i n f i n i t i v e ,  pos. and neg,

(2) p re s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e ,  p r in c ip a l  )
)

(3) d e f e c t iv e  p r e s e n t ,  p r i n c ip a l  )

(4) f u t u r e  ) pos .on ly  ;
) ' ' ' 1

(5) p a s t  p r in c ip a l  ) ?
( - %

(6) p a s t  continuous )

(7) p a s t  p e r f e c t  ) ;;

/ i - /  ; neg. only * I
, ■ , . . . . . .  i

(1) p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e ,  p r in c ip a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l  I

(2) f u t u r e  ' r
.  ■ : " • ■ " ■ i

(3) P a s t  |

j
Zka-/  : neg. only

i
(1) p a s t  continuous I

' ' " ■  ' ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■  ' . . . ' . |

(2) p a s t  p e r f e c t  1

\  '  . ' ' '   \ ;  . . . .    ' ' '  -  : . '  .  ' ;  -  |

17 Allomorphs a re  exempl i f ied  in the  r e l e v a n t  t e n s e s ,  not in  the summaries. |
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{ta> / t a -

( k a - l / k a -

( 1)

( 2 )

{ na-} /na -

0 )

( 2 )

4 . 1 . 4 . 2

P r e f i x  

{/ ' ;a -> /ka

{a-}/;v-~e

{ha-} /ha -

~ t - ~ h a - /  ; (1) p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e ,  p r i n c i p a l , p a r t i c i p i a l ,

pos.  and neg.

(2) f u t u r e  pos.  and neg.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  alloniorphs

(1 ) / h a - /  precedes  s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  of 1 s t  person sg.  and p i .

( 2 ) ' / W  precedes  s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  of  2nd person sg. and c l a s s  1

( 3 ) / t a - /  occurs  e lsewhere and a l s o  precedes  p r e f i x  of 1 s t

person sg.  as a l t e r n a t i v e  to  / h a - /

~k- /  : (1) d e f e c t iv e  p r e s e n t ,  n e g . , p r in c ip a l  and p a r t ic ip ia l

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs 

/ k - /  : precedes  s u b j e c t  pref ix  c l a s s  1

/ k a - /  : occurs elsewhere

" n - /  : (1) p a s t ,  n e g . , p r in c ip a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l

D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  allomorphs •

/ n - /  : precedes  s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  of  2nd person sg .  and c l a s s  1

/ n a - /  : occurs elsewhere

Conjugational p r e f ix e s  fo l lowing  the  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  ( a l l  undergo 

r u l e  of vowel r a i s i n g )

Occurence in tenses  

•"li1-/  : (1) f u t u r e ,  pos.  and neg.

7  : (1) p a s t ,  pos.  and n e g . , p r in c ip a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l

h e - /  : (1) s u b ju n c t iv e ,  neg.

: (2) i n f i n i t i v e ,  neg.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs

These p r e f ix e s  are  a l 1 s u b je c t  to  Rule 9 o f  vowel



152

4 . 1 . 4 . 3

S u f f ix

/ - a /

/ - e /

{VR}/-a~

Coniugational s u f f i x e s  .

Occurence in tenses  

: (1) i n f i n i t i v e

: (2) im pera t ive  sg.  w i thou t  o b j e c t  s u f f ix  

: (3) f u t u r e

: (4) p a s t ,  p r in c ip a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l  

: (1) im pera t ive  p i .

: (2) im pera t ive  sg.  with o b j e c t  s u f f i x  

: (3) su b ju n c t iv e

- e - M — ( r - i r - f l /  : (1) p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e ,  p r i n c i p a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l

: (2) d e f e c t iv e  p r e s e n t  (For d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs

see 4 . 3 . 1 . 6 ,  p .168)*
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4 .1 .5  Concordia! a f f i x e s

(1 )  s n b l e c t  p r e f i x e s

All  f i n i t e  v e r b s  c o n t a i n  a s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  which a g r e e s  c o n c o r d i a l l y

s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  have an ' e m p ty  s u b j e c t  s l o t  .

Three  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s u b j e c t  pref ix  a r e  r e c o g n i s e d  h e r e ,  t h e  ^

E =:2„.t::.r:= ::T .
(2) nh.iec t  concords .

• o b j e c t  c o n c o r d s  may r e p r e s e n t  the o b j e c t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  t h e

verb.

A v e r b  may i n c o r p o r a t e  two o b j e c t  c o n c o r d s .  The f i r s t  o b j e c t  

p r e f i x  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  o b j e c t ’ /  o f  t h e  v e r b ,  and t h e  o b j e c t  p r e f i x  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  r a d i c a l  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p r im a ry  o b j e c t :

Ye okwapela ina o k aan d a^

"She gave her  mother the  baske t  
2/

> Ye okwekemupela

/ k e /  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x  c l a s s  12 ( s e c o n d a r y  O b j . )

/mu/  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x  c l a s s  1 ( p r i m a r y  o b j . )

"She gave h e r  i t "

2/  / k w - / 1 s Vt l e ‘ s P Ci / a -  ~ W  i s  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  p r e f i x .
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There a re  o b j e c t  concords f o r  the  1 s t  and 2nd persons s in g u la r  

and p lu ra l  as well  as f o r  the  va r ious  c l a s s e s ;  t h a t  of  the 1 s t  person sg.  

i s  a s u f f i x ,  and a l l  o the rs  a r e  p r e f i x e s .

No o b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  have been recorded f o r  c l a s s e s  16, 17 and 

18 as these  l o c a t i v e  c l a s s e s  a p p a ren t ly  do not fu n c t io n  as o b je c t s  in  a

sen tence .

Objec t  p r e f ix e s  with  s t r u c t u r e  / ( C ) a - /  undergo Rule 9 o f  vowel 

r a i s i n g  ( 1 . 3 . 9 ) .

The o b je c t  p r e f i x  /mu- /  of  c l a s s  1 (bu t  not of  the  2nd person p i . )  

undergoes Rule 10 o f  vowel d e l e t i o n  and nasal  s y l l a b i f i c a t i o n  preceding

consonant commencing r a d i c a l s  ( 1 .3 .1 0 ) .

(3) The r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x

The p r e f i x  / l i - /  occurs  in a l l  c a se s .  A verb may not 

in c o rp o ra te  t h i s  p r e f i x  and an o b j e c t  concorc s im u l taneous ly .

The r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x  i n d i c a t e s  r e f l e x i v e  a c t io n  by the 

s u b j e c t  o f  the  verb:

Okaana i t a k e l i k o s h o  "The c h i ld  i s  n o t  washing i t s e l f "

Verbs in corp orat in g  both the  r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x  and e x t e n s io n  1 (a p p l ied )

may in d i c a t e  in c id e n ta l  a c t i o n  by the su b jec t :

Okuhole o k u l i k a l e l a  / . . .  -  l i  -  k a 1 -  e 1 - /

"He l i k e s  merely to s t a y  by himself"
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1 s t  p. 

2nd p.

Class

Concordial  Aff ixes  

Table 13

Sub jec t  P re f ix e s  Object
Concord

SP SPC OP

sg. ndi ~ i - n d i - nd- -nge

p i . t u - tw- t u -

sg . o - ~ u- kw- ku-

P i . mu- mw- mu-

1 a - ~ e- ku- ~ e- kw- a, (3 - mu-

2 va- ~ ve- ve- v- va- ^ ve-

3 u- W" u-

4 o i - d- d i -

5 l i - - 1- l i -

6 a- ~ e- ku- ^ e- kw- " p - a- ^ e-

7 s h i - sh- s h i -

8 i - y- i -

9 i - y - i -

10-9 d i - d- di -

n l i - i - l i -

12 ka- ke- ke- k- ka- "ke-

H s g . u- w- u-

p i . va- ~ ve- ve- : ■ V" va- ~ Ve-

15

16

ku-

pa- ~ pe- pe-

kw-
1/pw-

ku-

17 ku- kw~

18 mu- mw-

1/ This form f o r  c l a s s  16 has s t r u c t u r e  /Cw/ even though the SP form i s  / p a - /  
( i . e .  i t  does not have vowel / u / ) .
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4 .1 .7  Summary of  concordia l  a f f i x es

4 .1 .7 .1  Sub jec t  p re f ix e s

(a) P re f ix  /SP/ Occurrence

; (1) p re s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e ,  p r i n c ip a l  and 

p a r t i c i p i a l ,  pos. and neg.

: (2) .future* pos. and neg. ( i n d i c a t i v e )

(3) p a s t  n e g . , p r in c ip a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l  ( i n d i c a t i

: (4) p re sen t  s u b ju n c t iv e ,  pos. and neg.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l 1omorphs

(1) / ( C ) a - /  s t r u c t u r e  : pref ixes  of c l a s s e s  1, 2,  6,  12 and 16 a l l

undergo Rule 9 o f  vowel r a i s i n g  ( 1 . 3 . 9 ) .

(2) 1 s t  person sg.  : the  allomorphs / n d i -  a i ~ /  a re  in f r e e  v a r i a t i o n  

oi ' ;  in the  p r e s e n t  tense  ( 4 . 3 . 1 ) .  / n d i - /  occurs in  a l l  o th e r  t e n s e s .

(3) 2nd person s g . : the  allomorph / u - /  occurs in the  p re s e n t  s u b ju n c t iv e ;  

/ o - /  occurs  in  a l l  o th e r  cases :

Lungama opo uhanyateke / u -  ha- . . . /  omambo ( su b ju n c t iv e )

"Take care  t h a t  you do no t  spo i l  the  books"

I tonya teke  / i  - t  -  o V  omambo ( i n d i c a t i v e )

"You do not spo i l  the  books"

(b) P re f ix  /SPP/  Occurrence

; (1) d e f e c t iv e  present*  pos. and neg.

: (2) p reced ing  ra d ic a l  / - u y - /  "come", pos.  and

Meg. (This i s  not a d e f e c t i v e  r a d i c a l ) .



D is t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs

(1) C lasses  1 arid 6 : the  allomorph / e - /  occurs in nega t ive  fo rm s , 

and / k u - /  occurs in  the  p o s i t i v e ;

Okushii / o -  ku- . .  . / ^  oinima ei  

"He unders tands th e se  th ings"

Keshii /k -  e -  . . . /  oshinima eshi 2//

"He does not unders tand  the  m at te r"

(c) P re f ix  /SP^V Occurrence

; (1) p a s t  p r i n c ip a l  and p a r t i c i p i a l  (pos.  only)

: (2) p a s t  continuous with a u x i l i a r y

/ - l i / ,  pos.  and neg.

: (3) p a s t  p e r f e c t  with a u x i l i a r y

/ - l i / ,  pos- and neg.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs

(1) C lasses  1 and 6 ; the  allomorph / # - /  occurs in the  p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l  

p o s . ;  the  allomorph /kw-/ occurs  e lsewhere:

Omulumenhu okwapopya / o -  kw- a- . . . / ( p r i n c i p a l )

"The man spoke"

Arne o n d ish i i  omulumenhu ou apopya /0 -  a -  . . . /  ( p a r t i c i p i a l )

"I know the man who spoke"

1/ Defec t ive  p r e s e n t  tense  (see a l s o  4 .5 .2 )
2 /  / k - /  i s  the nega t ive  p r e f i x  fo r  d e f e c t iv e  verbs (see  4 .5 ,  p. 189).



4 .2  N o n - f in i te  f o rms ?

4 .2 .1  ' The i n f i n i t i v e  |i ---------------  I

P a t t e rn  J

p o s i t i v e  : o -  ku -  R -  a 1
:!!

n e g a t iv e  : o -  ku {ha} -  R -  a J

The i n f i n i t i v e  has the  morphological  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a c l a s s  15 noun; i t s  !

s y n t a c t i c  p o s i t i o n  and p o s s ib le  concordia l  agreement determines  whether i t s  J

fun c t io n  i s  nominal or v e rb a l .  }

: i
1 ■ ■ ■ i

I n f i n i t i v e s  may in c o rp o ra te  the  r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x  or  one-o r  two o b j e c t  c o n c o r d s j

4 .2 .1 .1  P re f ix es  1

|
The noun c l a s s  p r e f i x  /o  -  ku - /  occurs in both p o s i t i v e  and 

nega t ive  forms.

The negat ive  p r e f i x ’ {ha> i s  s u b j e c t  to  Rule 9 of  vowel 

r a i s i n g  resu l t ing  in  two allomorphs / h a -  .  h e - /  (see  1 .3 .9 )

4 . 2 . 1 . 2  S i g n i f i c a n c e :

I n f i n i t i v e s  express  p o s i t i v e  o r  neg a t iv e  i n f i n i t i v e  a c t i o n  o r  verbal ; 

nouns of  the  gerund type.

4 . 2 . 1 . 3  Examples: j

V
ii

okuhanauna "to d e s t ro y

okulesha " to  read

okulanda "to buy"

okulya "to e a t "
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