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STRUCTURING ELEMENTS - points in space
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STRUCTURING ELEMENTS - simultaneous movement systems
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5.2. Establishing the organizing concept
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Potential Activity Spine, Johannesburg inner city0m 200m 400m

THE ORGANIZING CONCEPT - COMPARISON WITH OTHER ACTIVITY SPINES AND LINEAR PARK SYSTEMS
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Buenos  Aires, Argentina0m 200m 400m El Virrey Park, Bogota, Colombia0m 200m 400m
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THE ORGANIZING CONCEPT - COMPARISON WITH OTHER ACTIVITY SPINES AND LINEAR PARK SYSTEMS
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Bacon (1967) asserts that order can be 

restored to a site by creating a point of 

focus. For Bacon order is a complex 

agreement between the many users of 

a site about how a place ought to be 

used.  It is a matter of perception 

inasmuch as a user must be able to read 

and understand the clues given by the 

site to him (Jacobs, 1993). The most 

important elements within the site must 

be easily accessible to the user and it 

must be easy for the user to construct a 

cognitive image of their location, their 

hierarchy and the opportunities they 

offer him. When this is the case, such a 

site is said to be legible (Lynch, 1975).

The most important points in the study 

area are to be the two train stations 

because they will offer the highest 

degree of access at the lowest cost per 

distance. Through the rail network they 

will connect the site to the regional 

economy. Once these two anchors 

have been established, a system of 

paths is proposed that oscillates 

between them.

The presence of strong anchors on either side allows for other nodes to be 

located in between, intercepting the traffic. Even smaller nodes can also be 

placed between those other nodes. Such a distribution thus allows for an 

equitable sharing of access that will attract a variety of uses (Dewar and 

Todeschini (003)
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Establish the points in space: the anchors of activity, the 
nodes

Establish the main movement channels: Highly accessible
public transport

Relate proposal to existing movement conditions: the taxi 
routes and the main pedestrian walkways

N N

N

Existing

building

Nodes

N

Cycling routesExisting

building

N

Decking over

railway lines

Existing

building

Nodes/Points in spaceExisting building
N

Aim for a differentiated accessibility surface: by establishing 
intermediate nodes in space between the main ones along 
the main public transport routs. Such an equitable 
accessibility surface encourages the mixing of uses by 
creating opportunities for either privacy or publicity.

Deck over the railway lines: and thus bridge the edge 
between Braamfontein and the CBD and capture (through 
land rentals and sales) the value created by the investments 
in transport infrastructure

Establish cycling routes: as this will allow easy travel along the 
3km extent of the proposed spine and that will make all the 
points in space easier to access

4
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Taxi route

Decking Main public transport routesExisting building Proposed building

Cycling route Nodes

Main public transport routesExisting building Main existing taxi routes (high pedestrian activity)Existing building

Existing BRT station Proposed BRT station

An organising 
concept has been 
established: In 
accordance with 
linkage theory 
(Trancik, 1986) the 
structure of the 
proposed settlement 
is inherent in the 
movement system. 
Desire lines have 
been created along 
transport routes and 
around nodes

Spatial Structure: 

N

Existing building Points in space Key public 

existing spaces

New focal point
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Edge Proposed building line

The organizing concept is established - Summary
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