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Introduction

It i3 the boast of hirtorion? materinliem that the
precent i best understocd in licht of whrt hes taken
place in the npest. The futnre too is norsidered to he ¢
‘1ngiral rroduct of what has hernened to otk the Magt and
the present. It 1s agalnst tris beekrround that this
raper seeks 1o eixclein some eontemporarr rroblems of
Aemorrary in Niperla in licbt of ihe naticer's tre—aeolenisl
and rolonisl griecedents. The motley of issuer to be
examined nere will include the nsture of the Nirerian
society ip the precolonizl reriod; the extent to whieh one
could consider the political system in the pre-colonial
kiperian kingdoms, empires and states to be democratic; the
procegs through which colonial rule was established and
implemented in higeria; whether or not the colonial masters
who introduced Migerie to western democracy prefessed to Le
democrats themselves. These and many other issues will Le
dialectically exsmined with a vier to explaining why thinrs

ere the way they are in Nigeric todey.

Pre-colonial ingtitutions

Refore the Rritish bep2an to nDursiue e cocloniel Dpolicey
in the country during the ineteenth century, the reopra-
vhical expression now known as Firerias was made ub of o

multinlicity of independent kinrdoms and emnires each of



which hed complex political systems sufficient for the
needs of the peovple. There was the great Kanem=RBornu
empire; the HAeusa states; the old kinedoms of Qyo, Ire
and Benin; the Juken, Hupe and Ipala kingdoms; the
decentralised Isho spenking polities and many others.
Rather than attempting the dlspenssble task of
examining the sorio-politicel set-up of all the kingdoms,
empires and states discuased above to determine their
democratic content, the present effoft shall be egsen-
tially limited to the Hausa states, Yoruta kinpgdoms and
the segmentary Iho society. The political framework of
the other states could therefore be used as related
examples vhere found necessery as these threse major groups
had such politicel characteristics easily comparsble to
the ones developed by the other statss., For example, the
pelitical system in Hausalend at the. dawn of the Nigerian
colonielism could bhe found in yirtueily 8ll parts of
northern Nicerin, down to Ilorin in Yoru“sland. The nolls
tical system in Yorutaland during seame period waa ~loaely
melated in most of t»s kingdoms. The Ipgho-sreakines necple
have also heen noted .not to he lgolated in their vrenties
of ~armentary nnlitienl system. The Tiy and =ome “eorle
from thn Mper Nelta srep practiged the same sveiem of

administration.



Politieelly, the adminietration of the Hausa =ztstes
in the rre-colonial era centre aronrd the rereanslity of
the Sarki who derived the lermitimrer to Ris politiend

noger wr rovsl descent. For the Sarkd to madintain an

effective control of his peorle, however, he hed to gevend
upon g feudel svetem in which he moyilisen £ lerge armr of
supEorters to serve his tersonal intepeste in return tor
material and poelitieal rewards.l The most imvortent of the
king's suprorters were usually the fiefholding officials
most of whor derived their chieftapiney titles through {eudsl
relationship with the Sarki. In some cgses, some members of
the exclhsive royal lineape called Yan Sarki were also
appointed as fiefholders.2 These officials served as the
agents of the Sarki in revenue collections and general
administration, most especially in wealth Producing terri-
tories. To this end, political vower 1n most Hause stztes
was ususlly a product of functional talance hetween the
interests of the Sarki and his fiefholders who of course
were trusted members of the society, as fer s#s the assesg-
ment of the king could go.

The heusa political system around thiz time recognjised
the shary division of the society into two major classes -

3
the rulers (masu sarantg) anc the subjects {talgkawa .-




But fo= ihe feuderl system that mede it pocsible for a
talskaws to be rewarded with a fiefholding office through
his military prowess or other social achievements, it would
have been impossible for s subject to enter the ruling
clgse ir view of the limited numher of people that could
cleim royel descent in the states.11

The Sokoto Jihad whieh took place between 180L and
1809 established islgmic relipion as g new sovurce of poli-
tieg) power in Hausmland. So much was this that the pre-
exietiny Habe rulers were replaced by the islam professing
arira. With the defeat of such Haerse stetes es Kano,
hazaure, Zaria, Katsina, Daora, Gobir, Zemfera and many
others Ly the Jihadizste led by Usman Dan Fodio, the hause
rilers whe now had to operate under a colonial system
headed by the Caliph in Sokoto could no longer operate as
the supreme comnanders of thelr territories es did in the
pre-jihad yesrs. What more, the vassal states formerly
under the Habe rulere now found new freedom in the Cali-
Phate pyetem under which their lost independence became
regained. Under the new prrangement, the Emire were
exDected to acknowledge the authority of the Caliph, the
head of the 8ckoto Calivhate. Though the Caliph sllowed

the Emire to exercise a high depree ef antonomy at



administering thetr terpitories, thepe were cortain
cccasiong when the Crliph through his liestenants hod to
intervene in the gffaire of some territories by bringing
erring wmirs to order, especially when the tcosue coacerned
hao to ao with the viclatior of the establisred islamic
principles of government in the Celiphate. The Caliph had
the unchallengeable ana vachellenged power te avboint and
dismipgs hmirs.s

All the emirs were erxnected to visit Sokote from time
toc time as & sign of allegiance to the Celiph. Ther were
exvected Lo pey anhusl tributes to him. In return, the
Emirates lecked unto Sokoto for military supvort in time of
wars«. The Caliph was held in hgh esteem as the "Supreme
Judge of the Sharia". Though tha GCeliphate system retained
certzin Hense institutions, the Emirs were exvected to rele
according to the islamic law.

The abservation has however bLeen mede that though the
Emire in the post~Jihad era were under the Caliph in Sokoto,
the Caliphate system contered on them g greater power than
their pfadecessors the habe sarkigj enjoyed in the pre-jihad
yeabs. According te Abdullshi wehadi,

The Jihad movements in hano and elsewhere
in Haugaland wes e typical example of a

revolution without transformation of the
pre-existing structuree of the social



system. What the Jame'as succeeded 1n
doinp was the removal of the rulers

from power leaving intact the very well
established state structares end insti-
tutions which the new rulars simply
accommedeated and even enlsrged. The
control of the major means of production,
namely, land and lebour by the Sarauts
state wag more than ever hefore repred
towards gatiefyvine the material comfort

of the rulers and greed of the bir
atinjirai, two groups in the mociety vwhose
intereats were inereasinely becoming inter-
twined. In the proeess the other members
of the soclety were relerated to the
rosition of mere eupporters of the rrivi-
leped groups.b .

‘¥hen cavefully congldered, it would therefore be diascored
that the Jihad was a far-cry away from the needs of the
common man, the talakawa, in the affected areas., The
talakews in the emirates could not heve been much affected
by the colenial relationehip hetween the Caliph end the
mmirs but for the islamic education which now started
hecoming widespread away from the courtyards where it was
earlier confined by the Habe rulers. MNore than anything
elee, the Jihed helped to weld Hauseland and the other
polities under the Caliphate system {the present dey
northern Kigerla) together.

Like the Sarki in Hensaland, the Qis in the pre-~
colonial Yornbaland exercised a far-reschipy politicsl

influenne %t onder a mongrehicel system of covernment.



Ihe @ba worked 1n coneept with aome state officicle ag
Gyomesi in Jvo, the Diord kgru in pao-rxiti, the mmese
in llesa etcs The Yorubsz kings (Oba} wnose treditionsl
titles varied from one kingcom fo the ather were divine

rulers. The king wes se=n ac nigse ekeii oric- (the

second in ¢ommsnd t& the gods). The extent of the Qbs's
power is still testified to by the Yorubs maxim: enl be

£'oiy ¢'obp swowoe & wo (he who triss to pnder-rate s king

would Le erushed in the orocess). The Qb wat assizted
either direetly or indirectly in sdministration by Ifa
oracle aiviners’ (Bavalawo or aworo in some places) and
members of the Orsbond society.a

The pre-colonial Yoruba people had a relatively
centralised political gystem in whieh the Qtg had political
representatives in the villages and vassal states. Such a
representative is titled 3amle, Asojuoba, Ajele etc depend-
ing on the affected kingdom. He charged and collected
taxes, tolle and tributes on behall of his principla Qba.

Wlthin each of the kingdoms, the Qba was assisted in
adminisiratinn by supportinp chief's representing various
interests in the state. The council of state wes made up
of chieftains representing the royal interests, commonsrs'

interest as well es religious interests.g In most of the



kingdoms, the politics) system war decirned in such =
manner that both the Qbg and his chiefs had specific
constitutionsl roles to play in the administration of the
state. Most especially in the 014 Qyo, the Qua could net
exercise any totallterian or tvranic power in the state
as there were various constitutional methods of vreventing
such. For exemrle, the Qvo Mesi who were recoeniced as
the "watch dogs” of the peodle's liberty in the Glad Oyo
empire Eould depose g tyrannlecal kinc and thereby force him
te commit suicide. This ripght wag exercised on various
occasions during the 17th and 18th centuries to the extent
that its nbuged usage contributed in no smell measure Lo
the eventugl fall of the Qy¢ empire.lo
Despotiem in the pre=-colenial Yoruba kingdoms was alao
checked through some divine limitations on the power of the
@be. According to Akinjopbin and Ayandele,l1 such limita-
tions celled gewg (taboos) which varied from one Yorubs
kingdom to the other were usually recounted to the Qba as
vart of the initiation ceremonies into the kingship., A
violation of the eewg by the Qbe was usually visited with
heavy penaltiegz. It could lead to his devosition. The
lareer society also had varinus gewg, » viclatien of whicgh
could invecke the snnoyance ot the gods on the entire soclety

or the particulerly concernsd rerson.



The Ovo empire fell due to internal Adirrnensions nnd
to the pressure mounted by the Sokotc jibadists fror
Ilorin in the 1830s. The leadershir vacuum created in
Yorulzaland by the fzall of Oyo served as 2 catalyst to a
large scale warfare that characterised the 19th century
forubaland.12 hany of the states wanted LO occupy thne
leadershin position vacated by Cyo., Promiment emong the
warring foruba states were Ibadan, I1jaye ana Abeokuta.
With the completion or these different wars which tilted
the balance of power away from Oyo towards the above
mentioned states, especielly Ibadan and Ijasye, the politi-
cel organizetion or some Yorube states became changed.
Both Ibedan and Ijasye who had now become the military power
in Yorubaland rejected the monarchical king} of government
that wes populer among the Yoruba people. They estabtlished
a new political system based on military achievements.l3

Despite all these chaneces in the power base of the
Oba, Ajayi snd Akintoye have noted that the dégree of
influence that the kings still had on the reople never
changed. The people gtill saw them as representatives of
the gods. As & result of the general insecurity that the
19th centvry wars in Yorubaland genersted, the common man
men in view of their threatened pPersonal liberty had to

sebmit themselves 10 the whims and caprices of the leading
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warriors to buy dignity and security for 'I.'.hf=|115e1\.vas.:“'l

The new leaders 1p thege new states, espsclally Ibpdan
aleo got vid of the 0lad Oyo prectice wherety the powers

of the Qkp wes corteiled by certaln palece officisle such

ar Cromesi. Thne traditions) ruler simply Yecgme more
sutocratic, )

The third major Kine of political experience in the
rre-colonial Kigeria war the segmentary system of gnvern-
ment prectised by the Igho, lbiblo, Tiv and other politi=
cally decentralised people ir the Niperian soclety. These
reople hed no elaborste stete system or kingdoms comparable
to those of the lauss and Yorubs people. Here, village
groups constituted the politicel units. Rether than
practising a system whereby politiecsl powers were concen-—
trated ir the hands of an aristoeretic group, the Igbo for
example had an elgborate age-grade system that made for

5

gerontocretic rule.l This provided for a constitutionslly

estallished demarcetion between the socigp-peoliticel funag-
tions of the elders pnd young adulte. Describing the
strocture of this society, Robin Horton noted that:

«vs young adults are responeible for the
gctual labour in public works, for the
vront of active orerstions in war; for
the expression of dissatisfaction about
the atate of villare life:; for the conti-
nunl surrestions of solutions te villare
trouhles; and for startine most quarreis.
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nlders, on the otrer hand, are advirars on
the ccnauct of war; moderstors havin- the
laat word in villzpe affzire renerally; and
settlers of the guarrels Trovoked b the
younge. In the village assembly, the two
grouns sit ovposzite one anoiher; ar: for the
western observer Tamiliar with verliamentary
institutions, their Ltehzsviour is suprerfli-
ciplly remiriscent of that of "covermnment™
and "opposition" in aebztes ... SOTh are well
awere of their mutuel indispensability ...
the matier at issue tends te be tocsad Leek
and forth until e compromise it rescred ubpon
vhieh both can acree.lé
linder thig egalitsrian politieal strueture, the eldere
ané = headmsn constitutedthe peliticel zuthority in easch
villape. They dese indirectly helped in administration by
nembers of some secret societies who performed veiled
executive and judieisl funetions= in the society. Theze
secret societies whogse membershiy was made open to all
mature and trustworthy members of the society, settled
cumbersome inter-village feuds, A3l deliberstions and
execotion of the societies' declsions were ususlly kept
secret to preclude any undve interference or influence
f'rom memhers of the public.l? The secret soclieties
ensured that sectlongl inpterests were not allowed to
overshedow egualitarian justice within the communities.
Oral traditions in l1gboland and archaecloglcsl
evidence from lgbo-Ukwu heve showr that the earliest

centralised politicel aguthority krown in the pre-colonigl
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Icholend wos that of YFze Nri, the spiritusl "king of the
Umaeri clan of the Icho". Though the Eze Kri did not

wield the kind of political influence arrogated to the
Yoruba Qba and the Hausa Serki, he however commanded such
moral ané sriritusl respectla amonp the peotle, to the
ertent that the Eze Nyl ir b2st presented as an suthorita-
rien in Icko literature. The influence of Krl sraduslly
spread to the other rermis of Ipgcland until it wes rivaled
in the 1&tt and 1qth ¢enturies by the oracle-based instito-
tions of the Arcchukwy peorle.lg Por the first time in the
nistory of political development in igboland, the Aro Deable
and their oracles provided s political-cum-economic system
under which a vicletlcon of the societal ideals by the pepple
wes punished by enslavement or death. The militerist posture
of the Arcchukwu made the pscple to recognige and feel the
impact of the "centralising” euthority. The influence of
the cracle spreed as far as the Higer Delta mnd its hinter-
lend. The Arochukwn priests and oracles had $@ he totally
dislodped by the lnvading British forges on 2hth Devember,
1901%° before Aritish influence could be firmly estatlished

in Eastern Nireria.
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Comparative Analvsis of the Politiral Svstems

A comparative study of the socio-political institu-
tions in pre-colonial Hausa, Yorubka, Ifbo and other Nirerian
societies readily show that the rulers of these places
derived their political powers from popular customs and
traditions. The right to rule was restricted only to the
generally-acknowledged aristocratic class. Except in Igbo-
land and some other segmentary societies, the kings were
aﬁpointed from the ruling aristocretic lineages. One could

argue here therefore that the Qba and Sarki derived the

legitimacy to their office by the generally acknowledged
customs of the people. To this length, their rights to
office could be s33id to be democratic. This is a democracy
of general consent, if not clinically subjected to the
litmus test of the modern-day parameters of democratic
‘principles.

In the use of their politicel power, however, the Qha,
Sarki, Caliph have %een found to “e snthoritarianrc. Thourh
in most of the kincdors institutional maekhinery erxisted to
curtsil the power of the rulers, most of these kines still
arreared no less than absolute rulers whose orders could

herdly be challenged. Whost of them personalised political

power to such an extent that thelr subjects look unto them
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ag infpllitle gods. The modern-day reguirement of
"I'reedom of sreech", "FPreedom of movement," "freedom of
censeience® and the democratie “fundemental human rifhtse"
cculd not have meant much to sny of them. In Yorutalsnd,
the peorle eddiressed the Qbe as Kabiyesi (we dare not
oguestion him). The Hausas Sprki was mal deniyan {the
owner of the world) or zaki {lion). It waz only in Igbo-
lznd thet the veople sew their traditional rulers as mere
heman beinps. Even then, this must have excluded the
Arachukvu priests, who could sentence one to glavery oOr
death at will. The Yoruba Qbg could fercefully marvy any
pirl that pleased him, levy any smount of tax or tribute
and unilgterally dismims any of his chiefs. The picture
ip the o0ld nerthern Nigeris was similar. accordinc to the
rerorts of gl-Mullallabi about the Kais of Borno (a =zitua-
tion aprlicable to moat parts of northern Nigeria ..., the
peaple exhalt and worship (the king) instead of God ...
and believing that it ie (the king) who bring life and
deeth, sickness and haalth".zl Zven in the post-Jihad
Hauseland, the smirs ag the sole agents of the pAmir-al
du'munin {commandsr of the faithfuls) in the emirates could

only be gaid to nave wielded higher political power than

the Habe rolers. Therefore, except in Igboland where
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decieion-magkinF were usue’ly made @ product of open dehates,
the ordinery mar under the pre-colonial citustion, could
haraly have been guslified to chzllenge sny King or rzise a
digaenting velee agoinzt hin.

Fravably the only inpus thai the common mur mzge Tc
decislon=-making during the reriod under review was the
constitutionai checks exercised by the chiefs in certsin
parts of the country against their mohsrchs., In the Cld
Oyo empire the Uyomesl coulda constitutionally dethrone a
despetic Alaafin or force him to commit suicide. In the
Benin kingdom, the Iyase {the menior town chiefs) could
publicly oppeae an 925,22 end the Uzpma could also exercize
gome ritusl influence that could Befve as a check on the
king; in Igela kingdoms, the Igalamels shared political
vover with the king.23 Frofessar atsnde has argued thet
the checks exercised by these chiefs agrinst thelr kings
could be interpreted to ke the collective checks of the
people on the monsrehs, This is based on the rremise that
the chiefs by nature of their appointments were represen—
tatives of different "lineapes, age-grade sets and titled
societies that formed the fabrie of the suciety."Eh
Plausible as this argument scsems, it fails to take into

deep consideration the fact that the constitutional checks
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ot the chiefs on the monerchs cannot te strong enocugh to
digplage the volce of the inalvidual which democracy seeks
to protect, Bu: despite all these checks, the fact remalng
that the kings were still symbols of the egtablished order
under which the leglislative, executive and Judicial powera
ot the state were combined in the hands of single indivi-
duals.

It i5 instructive to state that the authoriterian
influence of these rulers derived from the cosmological
beliefs of the peovle. This easily made them to be pliant
subjacta of' authoritarisna themselves.

The sociagl astratification of most these societies was
guch that the'prients, kings and elders were believed to
have the fingl say in any matter of state concern As every-
body aapired to also become 0ld and consequently attaln the
status of an elder, he made efforts to recognise the words
of eloers ap laws. ‘‘he Tamily was headed by o male head
who unilaterally dictﬂted'hOW things should Le none to
members of his household. He was answeratle to noboay for
the aetion taken within his family. Nomen were regarded
as minors and so were only seen»but not heaprd. They played
little or no.roles in Aegcision-mzkingz. The entire communi-

ties vigved the King a3 the father of 2ll and the worldly

't 1
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representative of the gods. This concent of bnternal

and personslised nuthority prevented 21 lar~e rection of
the people from opposing whatever the traditional head

ot their environments dld or said. This has een partly
responsible for the political sparty and docility of a
large section of Nigerians which President Batanpida'’a
Directorate of Mass Motilization {MAMSER) tried to address
to no success some three decsdes after the nation's
independence.

The failure of MAMSER consisted larpgely in the non-
commital of the Babanglda administrastion to any dramatic
social change. The regime promoted lgerce scale social,
economic and political corruption. It soon collapsed on
27th August, 1993 amidst its too many contradictions. The
new military regime in Nigeria headed by General 3ani
Abacha is a more confused one that the ones that preceded
it. It lacks any sense of directlon and relies only on
the uge of force,.d@cevt aﬁd'ﬁ\an\ipa'lut.on-

Commenting generally on the level ot ignorance, super-
atition and fear of the unknown that characterised the Dre-
colonial Nigerian society, Chief Qtafemi Awolgwg once noted

that:
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«es the myths created Ly the dominant
rroud enjoyed indub:itsble credibility,
#n4 were accorded unguestln- ang
unreflecting obelgance in all things,
and a8t 81l times. It would appesr that
the more awescm= 2nd more gruesome the
demends of the gods and spirlts, throurh
the priests, and the moré erbitrary the
dictates and ordlnances.of the Kings
vere, the swifter and moreddevoted the
reople were 1n thelr response and
obedlence.2%

The coatemporary experience in higeria is not different

from the vieture painted by awolowo in the gbove guotation.
western Democracy and the British Colonigl Interests in
Ligeris

Nestern democracey was lntroduced to Wigerlis through
the colonial relationship bLetwsen the country and Britain.
Yet, to relpte the 1dea of democracy with colonlalism ia
another exercise in non sequitor as the two stend 1n sharp
contrast to the other. while democracy is more interested
. in makins it possible for the cltizen to covern himself,
colonisl rule s stinted towards the yrotection of the
nerrow and selfish interests of the colonial master. Vhet
more, colonialism 1s often established through the use of
foree. The most important question in the political deve-
lopment of kiperis is how could Britain, a colonial interest
have heen able to impart democratic cglture on Niperians.

Yet, the fret remains that Nirperisns could not have learat



shout the western ides of democracy but from ite erctwhile
colonisl m=ster — the Aritish.

The colenigzetlon of Nigeria by Briteln can be deted
back to the early 19th century when the British who had
lang been combeting with the other European merchantr slong
the coastal states of Nieeria Lepan to show interest in the
molitical contrel of Lasos. & dvnastic feud between pkintove
gnd Kosoko provide the British with encueh exruse in 18871 to
intervene in the political affairs of lagos. For the spoport
iven him against his opronent, Akintoye in 1851 was lured
into slgning s document which plsced the entire Lagos under
the British "protectorship”. In 1661, the Britlash aunexed
Lagos under Dosumu, & new ruler oi lsgos. 1IN 1885, the ares
hecame known as the Colonyvand Protectorate or Lagos with
another signed treaty with the glaafin of Oyo which placed
forebaland under the British protection. During the pame
year, a protectorate ot 0il Elvers which was later expanded
in 1893% as Niger Co;st Protectorate was formed. The coleni-
zation ot northern Figeris wes through s long process off
commerclial activities. Wwhen 1t bLecame clear that colonlal
rule could not be established here by DPesceful means, Lord
Lugard had to resort to military expeditions esbeclally

against Sokoto and Gwandu which were the Islamlc power
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base ot northern Nigerians, Therefore, the Sokoto army
was defeated by the British opn Lth March, 1903. A new
Caliph was appointed to replace Attahiru Ahmadu who had
earlier fled but was later arrested snd killed.26
During tbe short but historical installstion of the

new Caliph, Muhammadu Attahiru (1903=15), Lord Lugard
unilaterally announced the demise of the 3okoto Calirhate
and the Lirth of the British hegemony in northern llgeria;

The old treaties are desd, you have killed

them.  How these are the words which I, the

Hligh Commissioner have to say for the

future. The Fulani in old times under Dan

Fodlo conguered this country. They took

the right to rule over it, to levy taxes,

to depose kings snd to ereste Kinps. They

in tern have by defeat loat their rale which

hgs come into the hands of the Britiash. 3ll

these things which I have sald the Fulani by

conguest the right to do now pass to the

British. Every Sultan or Smir and the

principal officers of gtate will be apbointed

by the #irh Commissioner throughout all the

country.27
Ay the time Tord Lurard finished with the North, it hecezme
ohvious that =z1l] the irtverisl exploits of the Gpliph and
the rorthern 3mirs were now subsarvient to the politienl
dictztorship of the 2ritish. Thenh Legsrd turned his
attertion tack tec Zcuthern Nigerie.

In 190A, Lord Lumdré ereated the Colony and Protec-

tarate of southern higeria, On Jenuary 1, 191bL, he
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_almagemateﬁ the Colony end Protectorate of Southern hirertia.
On Jancery 1, 191k, he almagemeted the Colony ané FProtecs
tornte of Southern Nlgerie with thet of the North fiving
birth to the Coleny angd Protectorate of Fireria. Lord Lurnrd
thus beceme the firat Governcr General of the countey.

As evident in the fore-oinr exposition, tre Aritigh
concertrated most on the seblupetion of the Nigerien kines
and chiefs rather than the yeople. This wes besed or the
troacht thet once 8 king (hishly revered by the people) wes
conguered, hig subjecte ﬁould easily realise the Dolitical
strength anc wisdom of the congquerors. This grestly helped
the British 1nvadera; Ewven after the conquest of the entire
country, the British still used the trmaitionel rulers to
control the pecple under the 'Indirect Rule' policy. The
eummary of this politiesal =ystem was publighed in 1920 in
Lugard's "Almagamation Report™.

The gyratem ... had heen baeed on the
authority of the Native chiefg. The

velicy of the government was that the
chiefs should goverp their people, not
a@wm
The taxes are raiced in the name of the
netive roler gnd Yr his apents, but he
surrendere the firxed vrovortlion 1o
Government, and the avrenditura of the
nortion mesigned te the Netive Adminl-
stretion, from whiecr fixed salaries to
to pll Netive officianls ere peid, is
subject to the advice of the Resident,
and the ultimate control of the Governor.28

(emphasis mine)



Te ¢ lerge extent, the indirect rule system wae aesipned
to meet the selfish enus of the colonial masters. 1t also
himd litile te do with the general lnterests of the peonle.

In view of how the British colonial rule was established
in Migerie sha the adminietrative policy of the colonigl
master, Frofeseor Dudley hag argued that s colonisl rule is a
military rule and therefore cannot be democratic. According
to him, "whatever legitimacy, If one could talk of legltimacy
ir such a—context, the colonial puthorities possessed derived
not from eny set of agreed rulea, but from the monopoly of

29 The level of miljitary end para-—

the means of vioclence",
military violence of the British against the Ijebu people,

Arochuiwe priests end tyaders and some Emirs in the Sokoto

Celiphate probably suffice to support Dudley's theeis. The
grgument is better apprecisted in the worde of Lord Lupard

nimself:

‘Yhatever happens we have got the
maXim puns and they have npt.}O

Jueat es the channels through whieh British rule was
establiashed over Nigerim could be asid to De undemocratic,
the edrinistrative policy adopied by ihe regime was itgell
an abuge of demécratic processes. It ig in fact respon-

gsille for some of the problems of democratic politics

—————_——
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gurrently faced in Kireriae. The British poliey of Indirect
Rule was not uniformly implemented in the country. The
eystem is responsible for the current Korth-south diekotomy
in the country. Under the indireet rule, the nowers of the
Barkis and Chas were increased as they now had the backing
of the colonial masters for thelr astions. In Yorubmland
for example., the Dbas were siven soch political powers that
the traditions of the people never recognised. In Oyo for
example, the COyomesi could ne longer check the Alasfin, but
the colonial mester that issued orders to him. Though the
people were ensweratle to the kings in matters relating to
the payment of taxes, the latter was only answereble to the
British overlords sbout the generated revenie.

In Igholand and other segmentary socletisa where there
were no recognised “traditional rulers" other than the
elected elders of the respective villages, “"Warrent Chiefa"
vwere crested by the British to perform the type of functions
carried out Ly the Yoruba Oyas and the Hause Emirs. The
gppointment of these ertificiel chiefs did not go down well
with these loosely organised people, It was one of the
factors that led to the Aba women riot of 1929-51 It is
also necessary to note that at this time, the Sprki, Obg
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and ¥arrant Chief made no contribution to decision-making
of their environment. They were rather in office to
implement the pollecy of the colonial masters. This
completely elienated them from their subjects and the people
tegan to lock unte the colonial sdministrators es the judi-
cisl officers of the last resort to whom theipr cases could
be brought .,

In Kane for example, Dr. Ubgmh notgﬂ that variocus
complaints were made Ly members of the commoner class, the
tglekawe to the British administrators against the Emirs

and their offic!ala.32

Many of such complaints went as far
a3 the colonial headquarters et Kaduna. These pecple largsly
shifted thelr confidence to the colonial headguarters at
Kaduna. These people lﬁrgely ghifted their confidence to the
colonipl pdministrators who were gleso recogniszed s Zpki
(l1ions}, to defend them pgsinst any abuse of power by the

traditional rulers.

?er} vital to ths political cultore that later emerged
in Nigeris at independehce was the protest movements of the
educated commoners in the Nigerian goclety ageinst the
colonial authority. They argued vehemently about their

astracization, from the politicel Process and the relative
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exceasive use of politicel powers by memlers of the Lpailtdon:]
elite. They vosited that the traditional rulers ahould be
gmmenable to the veople they ruled and that the mao=sres, much
of which had beer gliengted from the political Process should
e glven better role under the colonlal goverrment. For
example, while commentirg on the depressive condition of the
common meh, Sir Abubakar Tafevs Balews noted in 1950 that:

ses 1n practice thelir view heve hever Leen

gought, their welfare seldom regmrded and

their helplessness shockingly shused. And

in the Hatlve Authority Ordinance they

berdly find a plece. Zar from the Chlefs

having well-defined duties, one of the

bigreat defests of the gystem is the

complete ignorenhce of everyone from top to

bottom about hie rights, his cbligetions

and his powers ... The {llitepate mass oF ;

the people recognise no change in thelr

atatue since the coming of the Hritiah.

They are otill ruled by might, and

adminietration is s5till none of their

concern. 3

The protest movemantp spesrhesded by the educated ellites

{lster turned political elites) made the masges of the people
to begin to look unto them for leepdership. This greduelly
resulted into a further loas of influence by members of the
treditional ruling elites who were now viewed as sccomplices
of the British adminisgtration.

bering the nationeliat movements however, the bone of
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contention wes not on how to ensure the practice of democracy
ir Mgeris but rether how the political power enjoyed by the
colonial administrators will become transfered to the emergant
Bigerien ruling elite. The nagtionalists coulc herdly be seid
to have understoeod what democpratic government stood for more
than the change‘of political mentle, from the colonialiszts to
Fiperisng. "The British which never professed to be democratic
during the qolonial exploits in Nigéria could not heve claimed
during this time to be interested in the development of demo-
crecy in Niperia., Even if the British colonialists had any
plen of vlegnting the sesds of demoeracy in Nigerla, it wee the
traditionel elites rather thanthe pelitical elites whe had any
modiecom of training for sueh 8 venture. For most part of the
celonial era, the British gdministrators distanced themaelvee
from the educpted elites in the country. Yet, these vere the
pecple to whom political power were entrusted at Nigerie's
independence. The traditionel rulers who were used by the
British now have no constitutional roles under the Nigerian
system of demooratic governance. '

The first three political perties that competed for Power
in the mid or late forties were more or less ethnic associa-
tions who also found it necessary to exploit religious diffe-

rences to better their political opportunities. Kach of them
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rerreserted one of the three administrative zone- crested

for the cornvenlence of' the British in their practice of

Indireet Rile., The pertier were the NPC (Morthern Peopleg'

Conppess) which stood for the Nopth, the AG (action froup)

for the west, snd the NCNC.{Nationa] Council of Nicerie and

the Cpmeroons, after 1961, National Council of Nirerian

Citizenz) in tha East. " These three politicel marties

prepared the foundetion for ethnic politics in Niperle which

has ginee been a major bene ¢f the Nigerian democracy. The

"political cless" created Ly the parties atlll control politicel

sctivitiez in hiperis today the past "effort" of the Babengide

pdrinistration tc ereate "newbreed noliticiang™ notwlthstanding.

Professor Dudley concsidered the three parties to be products

of coelition of the cducatedland commercipl elltes whoepe sole

objective was to monopolise politieal power to the dlsadvantage

of the pessentry and the urber working class.35
Most Nigeriagn pollticiens heve elso fognd it too aifficult

to bresk ewsy from the authoriterian and dictetoriel cheracters

of the pre-colonisl and colonial institutions. Most of them still

see themeelves as "treditionsl rulers" who should not only be

perpetuslly left in offlce but slsc treated as kablyesi (@e dare

not question him) or Zaki {lion). This they demonstrate in the

use of their politiesl powers. Some of them, most especially
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the military class, behave like colonial conquerors. There-
fore, they crossly abuse the fundamental rights of their
eubjects and opponents, they falsify election results, engage
in cgrricicus distribution of weplth to thelr followers etc.
Yet, most of these leaders still describe themselves as
democrats. This is a problem thet cut acroes meny African
nsgtiors. The so-celled Democrats have alweys been found to
be eremies of what they Profess. Discussing the general
cherscter of such leeders, Arthur Lewle has noted that

ben who cleim to be democrate in fact

behave like Empercrs., Ferasonifying

the ptete, they dress themselves up in

uniforms, balld palaces, bring mll other

treffic to e standstill when thay adrive,

hold fancy perade: and generally Ademsnd

to e trested llke Epyptisn Pharachs.3é

The cultural practice in most parts of Nigeria which

makes it an anomaly for one to challenge the eldera in the
scciety has helped to sustain the puthoritarian influence of
the political sctere in the country. To thig end, the youth-
ful politiciamne wait patiently for the “old breed politicians"
to take their exit from the political scene Lefore making
their own impact felt. The annulment of the June 12, 1993
election by President Ibrahim HBabangida has however enllghtened

Miparians the better that the oppressive clpgs, whether civilian



or military, hes to be forcefully dislodred for the erduring

demoeretic avstem to %e instituted in Kirerin,
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