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"Al though he was helpltess and
defenceless, he decided to declare “war’

against his persecutors. Without arms he
said, he was going to wage a relentless

struggle against the white man. He was
going to rob him, break into his s&tores,
burale his houses, and make him

uncomfortable in every way possible.” (1)

A common perception amongst white . residents in Krugersdorp
during the period 1887-1923, was that blacks were engaged in
a Kind of low-Key war (2) against whites where newspapers
reported almost every other day, how a white storekeeper had
been murdered and robbed, how a white girl had been brutally
raped, how gangs of ‘Amalaita’ were attacking white- men in

oo neeh=

the streets and how even the policemen were not invulnerable . ..

to assaulte at the hands of black criminals.

What this Paper intends to show is that Krugersdorp’s white
residents saw hardened Black criminals as a “threat to
property and lives", and while calling for more poltice, more
secure prisons and harsher sentences on such criminals,
developeda racist consciousness that turned all blacks
"ascriptive criminals®" (3>, who had to be separated from
whites in every possible sphere and ‘incarcerated’ into mine
compounds, locations, separate hospitals, schools and halls
and into separate queues at market tables, railway ticket

offices and post offices, removed off the sidewalks and out
of parks.

In the process,this Paper hopes also to demonstrate the
injustice of such a racist perception amongst white
residents, the different ways in which black criminal

statistics were inflated, the perceptions of black criminals .

themselves, the views of black residents of Krugersdorp, and

finally, the minority voice amongst whites tha?® responded
differently to black crime.

Rather than waste valuable space on a detailed "backoround®
to introduce this Paper, 1 have taken the liberty to include
a detailed survey of Kruaersdorp within the text as a whole.

The Paper progresses roughly chronologically from 1887 to
1914,

Krugersdorp was first laid out in November 1887 (4>, not long
after qold had been discovered on the Wi twatersrand.
Toge ther with Johannesburg and Boksburg in the East (5) it
formed the nucleus of what would later simply be called the
Rand or the Reef, a sprawling conglomeration of mining towns
situated on the richest mining deposits in the world.

It was a rough town, at first, with its black and white
miners engaged in drinking, fighting, whoring and aqambling
(&>, in no particular order, earning it several nicknames,
including the "Fighting Dorp" (7)) and "Devil’s Dorp® (8. In
such a context crime, ranging from petty theft to murder, was

not uncommon, victims and perpetrators were both black and
Whi te.,

Wwhites, however, had control over the town in the form of

lacz)l osficials like the Mining Commicsioner, the Landdrost, .

the Cistrict Surgeon and the local Sanitary Committee (%)
- ' e mhad W

12528 By ithe 431 whites rezident in the town in 1890 (16).
¢ Trzte, in the form of the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republie¥ or
Z.~A.P. had a white State President, Paul Kruger, and a white

2rzIiec Farliament, the Volksraad., They provided the white
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2.A.R., Folice or “Zarps’ to towns like Krugersdorp or “‘Veg

Kommandoes’ (irregular troops? in case blacks ever foraot who
was boss.

The local newspapers as well as those on the rest of the
Rand, were owned by whites, run by white editors for their
ltargely white readers. White miners, once they became -
emplorees of the white “Randlords’ 1ike Rhodee, Goerz, Albu,
Barnato and Robinson, who all owned mines on the West Rand,
had the right to striKe, the right to join trade unions, the

right toc vote (although heavily limited in the 2.A.R.>, and

this, tcgether with their rare <ckills, ensured that they
commanded high salaries, and lived the life of a . ‘labour

aristocracy” (11>, in white suburbs 1like Luipaardsviei,
Lewisham and Randfontein Village.

Blacks, by which 1 mean Africans, earned far less, lived
single-sex mine compounds (12), in rooms in the backryards of
white masters, in the backrooms of factories and shops, and a
few, perhapes 208, lived in a location together with coloureds
and a few Indians, in {8921 (13). They had no wvote, no
newspapers, no overt political power, belonged to no trade
unions, had no say in the police who arrested them, the
courts that tried ¢them, and = prisone that incarcerated
them, and no direct means to counter the accusations of
whites that they were ¢riminals, to counter the racism, the

authoritarianism, the segregationist policies directed at
them.

This ie not to suggest that they had no power, no ability to
evade laws and police often with impunity, te build up their
own werlds of strong drink and flamboyant music (14>, to
strike back at racist whites and their <cegregationist and

authoritarian policies. Krugersdorp’s blacks had all of
these, but the system worked against them and to many, it was
a ‘war’ they experienced, ravaging them wid#h poverty,

disease, malnutrition, insults, neglect and harassment.

Some blacke in Krugersdorp recorted to robbing the hotels and
stores of whites like the ‘“Kaffir’ who robbed Mr. Belcher’s
hotel at Klein Paardekraal in 18%2, of &8 pounds of soft
goods. Mr. Belcher cauaght the thief and placed him in the
charge of his black servants while he went to call the
police. He ‘ecscaped’, perhaps with the help of Mr. Belcher’s
servants, but was tater arrested by police and sent to jai}
for 3 months hard labour and 25 lashes (15). Black criminals
paid dearly for choosing whites as their victims.

Court records show that in Descember, 1822 of the &4 cases
heard by the epecial Landdrost at Krugersdorp, 37 involved a
quilty findinag, four resulted in a prison sentence without an
cption of a fine: two cases of theft, one case of assault and
one case of vagrancy, all received lashes in addition, with
the exception of the vagrancy charge, and all involved black
offenders (14), 1In December 1893, of the 9! cases heard by
the same elected, judicial official, 47 or over half, were
blacks, many of whom were found quilty under the Fass Laws,
ag wely as ogne for theft and one for assault. (17D

The Landdrost did not hear the really serious cases, murdepr
cas2s, for example, were forwarded to the Circuit court in .

T rsrszhess abzre the judges meted out harsh  punishments:
Judae Ameshoff sentenced seven men to dzath at his circuit,
and & total of 138 years of imprisonmsni, Judze de Korte
sentenced one man to death, inflictegd 27 vears of prison and
¢S iasnes, In TNe Same perioa Lios,

in
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Black rurderers, 1likKe "Hans" who Killed his colleague
"September” in 1898 at Krugersdorp (19>, rarely escaped the
hoose, and would be escorted under strong quard from the
Circuit Court to Pretoria to be hanged. When blacks Killed a
white man, like the infamous CocKks murder in Johannesburg in
1889, hanging was almost a certainty. In this particutar
case, the white jury petitioned for the execution of the five
black condemned men to be made a public spectacle with mine
managers ensurina that their “‘boys’ were present (283,
Whites were seldom sentenced to death, only two had been
executed in the Z2.A.R., by 1892 (21>, while those that were -
not so lucky, could be pardoned by the State President, like *"
the two ‘Boers’ who had.murdered an Englishman without any
extenuating circumstances. The Star announced “Hanging is
Abolished, for white men, that is, though not for black men®, .
in disgust at the pardon, pointing out that the President

could "surely never sign another death warrant for a European_*7$7

in this Republic® (22).

The newspaper, was wrong, of course, and the occasional white
murderer did find himself on the scaffold although, not as
far as | can ascertain, for the murder of a black victim.
White murderers, especially *Burghers®, Dutch-speacking
citizens who had the.vote, had to pass through a legal system
clearly biased in their favour, tried by their ‘peers’; the
same Dutch-speaking Burghers, although usually of a ®lower
¢lass®, who served on the jury (23).

In 1895 8 murder cases involving white defendants and 34
cases involving black defendants were heard by the same
racially composed Jjury., Only 3 whites were found quilty but
20 blacke received the same guilty verdict. The same pattern
ie revealed for lesser crimes, only half the whites were,
found quilty on their “assault with intent’ charges while 17
out of 22 blacks were found guilty (24). -
Blacks often found themcselves in an alien legal system,
witrout legal representation, and al though ‘native
interpreters’ translated for them, were cross-examined in
ways that were unfamiliar to them, being less articulate than
their counterparts, many must have been found quilty by
default of the legal process. Even if a fine was imposed,
many could not afford even the 190 chillinas imposed for pass
offences, and served the 14 days, hard labour, sentence
instead (25>, In prison they were fed more ‘mielie meal’ but
less meat than whites, and a little salt, with apparently no
fruit or vegetables (28) so that at least one black prisoner:
in Krugersdorp’s Jjail succumbed with scurvey and died (27).
Jail escapes often invelved black prisoners.

White residents of Krugersdorp, nonetheless, both portrared
and cszw themselves as ‘victims’ of black crime. They had an
unfair legal system with crooked policemen (28) on one hand,
white juriegs and often ruthless white prosecutors (29) and
landdrosts (368>, on the other hand, to ensure that criminal
ctatistics revealed “"rampant” crime amongst blacks that could
b¢ pointed to, by outraged white residents, who could demand
that ths: authorities "do something”.

Thez in 1373, statiztig:z for December zhowed that
v czerssorp’s 84 cases placeog o It out of 4T izun: a0 e
£.~.%., after Johannesbura, Heidelbura, Pretoria and
~s=ura. 32354 of all cacses heard in the 2.A.R. that month

i

ived pass law offences, other cases involved the 1liguor
ae (180, the Masters and Servants Law (12%4) and Ascsault




(86/4y, laws that diesproportately involved blacks.(31)

Comparing Krugersdorp with Johannesburg, Florida, Boksburg

and Pretoria, we find Krugersdorp at the bottom with pass law < "

offences, near the top for theft and in the middle

for
assault and the liquor law.

Dividing the cases according. to

whether they were committed by whites and blacks, we find

that in virtually each of these five towns, for each of these
four offences (with the exception of the pass laws  that
affectec only blacks), blacks exceeded whites by a factor of
3 to ¢, in each case. In one exception, blacks in
Krugerscarp committed S times as much theft (or should that
be: were arrested five times as much), compared to whites,
Given the rough parity of blacks and whites on the - rand in
the mid-18%98s, of 40 008 blacks and 40 908 whites (32), this
figqure is significant. White racists pointed a finger at

such statistics as Jjustification for a wide array of
segregationalist laws.

One must bear in mind, of course, that even a biased legal
syetem should not produce black criminals in such
disproportionate amounts, and must consider the possibility
that blacks actually committed more crimes than whites.
Given unrelenting poverty, a huge gap between black and white
wages, & system that.clearly worked to Keep them down, it
would be understandable, even expected, that blacks committed
crimes particularly theft, housebreaking and burglary of
shops especially from wealthy whites, for straightforward
material gain (33), It is alsc worth explorina to what
extent sguch conditions could drive blacks to lash out

violently, through murder, assault and rape, again, on white
victims.

Charles van Onselen has investigated what he called "periodic
waves of collective hysteria” (34) simply Known as the "black

peril®, where white women and girls were apparentdy raped or

sexually assaulted on an unusually frequent and brutal scale.

These °*blacK peril® periods are clearly discernable on the

Fand in 1893, 1897, 1%87-8, 1?1i-2 and less ciearly

thereafter (35). WVan Onselen notes that these periods

correspond with economic downturns and political tension.

More shall be said about this later.

Krugeredorp experienced similar "scares"” although not in 1893
nor 18%7 which van Onselen admits were hardly comparable with
the scares after the Anglo-Boer War (382. Krugersdorp‘s
scare ozcured in 1899, a time of acute political tension in
the months leading up to the Analo-EBoer War. In one incident,
a black man, Klaus, was charged with attempted rape on

a
white married woman, after posing az a policeman to qet her
to open the door. By this time blacks were emplored =zs

policemen by the state and, usually, sent out against black
criminalie not against white women, so Klaus’” ruse did not
work and he - was arrested (37). Barely three months later a
black man was sentenced, in a scparate case, for 3 months

hard lzbour and 10 lacshees for being found under a ladr‘s bed
(38,

ABttacks liKe these upset white rezidents desply (372 and
added to the fear and resentment felt by whites towards
‘Blacks founded on white fte2xrs of e

conomic cocmoztition with
Ihéager and Siten even mor: efficizmt Dlaci sivals (2T,
Some of the ceonsequences of this was incessant demands by
Krugersdorp’s residents for mor:z police, more secure prisons,
harsher sentences, qreater enforcemsnt of pass laws and the
es

curbing of illicit liquor achiwiti which were seen as
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important contributing factors to incidents of “‘serious’
black crime. I have termed these consequences
‘authoritarianism’”, as it subjected the innocent black

majority to potice harassment and brutal sentences for minor
offences. )

As far as the police force were concerned, Johannesburg and -

Pretoria’s white residents shared Krugersdorp’s concern about
the poor quality of the “Zarps’, who in one case, had to be
charged before a landdrost in Pretoria by the Head Constable
for *"refusing to shave" (41), The member of the WVolKsraad
for Krugersdorp, Mr.Mever, appearing before Krugersdorp’s
white residents, promised to see what he could do to secure

better wages for the local police force,who were paid less

than the policemen at Potchefstroom, Barbeton, KlerKsdorp and
Christiana, despite their “"heavier duty® (42). There were
only 174 policemen, officers and men, both mounted and foot
policemen, serving the Rand’s 89 068 blacks and whites in
1894. Only 48 were available for night duty. (43>

Often illiterate, these Dutch-speaking, country "bumpKins®
(44) were often irregularly paid, and had  to borrow money
from canteen Keepers, opening them up to bribery (45). Many
resortecd to iltegally "arresting®” blacks for pass offences,

demanding spot fines which they pocketted for themselves, '

something which particularly angered mining companies as well
as white residents who would send their black servants on
errands, only to have them return several hours later after
having been "arrested" for a pass offence, and having to pay
a policeman two pounds to be released (44).° Black policemen,

similarly, were often corrupt, both in this regard and in
apply¥inc the liquor law (47),

Krugerecorp’s white recidents evidently felt that  an

unsatisfactory police force (48) was not able to protect them

properly and called regularly for both an increage in this
pelice force and its reform to make it more efficient.

KrugereZorp’s delapidated wood—-and—-iron prison was also the
obiect cf the ire of white residents, mainly because it
failed to Keep blacK prisoners incarcerated. 1In 1892, a 56
pound reward was offered for the recapture of two "Zulus" who
escaped from Krugersdorp Jjail (4%9). In 1898 the prison was in
an  "awful condition" and was so overcrowded that some
prisoners, one can only assume black prisoners, were chained
to poles outside the prison (508).

Poor control over Krugersdorp’s black prisoners astonished
the Star which observed that 48 blacks marched to the town to
wash, such facilities apparently beina absent from the
prison, *had been drinkinag and consequently had a biga row®

(51). Uuhen a cattle thief escaped from Krugersdorps jail in
18983, locallfarmers were up in arms.(52)

A reporter who investigated the 1Jlocal prison in 1899
concluded that a "more dilapidated, disreputable house of
correction does not exist in the state" (53). The main
buiiding was crumbling in places and some celles were cuilt on
sand,., Mot surprisingly, the report ceoncluded that *the
authorities it would seem] deliberately...place temptation
to es=caze in the way of convicts” (S54).

A creat deal of petty cegracationist regulations plaguzd the

lives ¢< blacks in Krugercsdorp at this time. &t from
control over their movements through imcrz=zi-:7" ziringent
pass controls and increasingly harsh fines impozszc on  them

X ‘
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for drunkenecss, pocscession of liquor and for illijcit liquor
selling (33), local blacks faced harassment from whites and

police if they so much as walked on the pavement or sidewalk
in town. '

The notorious “sidewalk’” regulation seems to have been <first
applied in Johannesburg in 1894 where the Star spoKe out -
against the ‘barbarous’ sentences meted out by the landdrosts
who ordered lashes to be given. It point out that ™"the first
batch of natives could not posssibly have Known that they
were comnitting an offence" and felt that a stern warning.
would have been sufficient. The newspaper did not condemn
the law itself and revealed deeper, less altruistic motives -
when it warned that "the rand is in chronic danger of a
shortfall in the native labour supply because of the
sentences” (54). The next day there were reports of blacks
Jeaving the Rand because they were *murdering all the natives
for walking on footpaths® (S57).

At least part of the motive behind the law was, if we are to
take a white Krugersdorp resident at his word, to prevent
blacks “jostling’ whites and obstructing the path so that
whites, male and female, had. to "elbow their way through
these louts or walk in the mud" (58). Obviocusly it would
alsc be a profound badge of inferiority if btackes were forced
to walk in the mud themselves in a ‘white’ town,
metaphorically and literally, lowering themselves in relation

to whites, trudging through mud and other rubbish in the
qutters,

The same fear of “Jjostling’, particularly of white females,

led to cemands for separate gqueues at the Railway TickKet

Office (3579, the Post Office (&8) and Market Place (41,

Could such “jostling’ express the fear of assault including

indecent assaul t? What about pick-pocketing or’
bag-snatching? The regulation must certainly hgve reduced

the possibility of such criminal ‘incidents” perpetrated by

blacks on white “victims’.,

Closely linked to this would be demands to lighten the town,
which were made with increasing stridency by white residents,
but achieved no success before the aAanglo-Boer War (&2).
Weli=~lit roads would alese aid police catch night-curfew
brezkers. Here, any blacks found in the town between Ppm at
night and Sam in the morning, without a “Night Pass’, would
be summarily arrested (43). A bell would actually sound some
15 minutes before nine, to warn all blacke to clear out of
town., Such a petty restriction on the movementof local
blacke, a requiation that would only be imposed on whites in
times of extreme turmoil like the 1914 Afrikaner Rebeilion
(44>, gives substance to the claim that white residents saw
themselves in a “war’ against blacks, such a Jlaw cliearly
being designed to reduce the possibility of black criminal
attacks on whites. .

0f course, more profocund seqgregationalist policy was also
apclied to blacks by the white authorities. The first black
location was estabiished in 1891 because blacks Were
"squatting in the town® (&45). Thisz location was <=ituated a
hal+ a mile from the town, which by 1897 was seen as too
close for the comfort of white residents and removed to a
zite orn: mile away from the fowmn (&&8), )

In an article entitled “Street Orgies’, it was rzported in
187  that the white residents of Human Street were
compiaining about “Gisgracetul ScCenes €NACISsS.. .0y narrf.id b



Sunday afternoons...as a regular occurrence® with "drunken
and noisy niggers loitering around...they fight, they
curse...t0 the annorance and disgust of the residents, quite
unmolested by the police®, The naked racism here is fueled
by annorance at noise and possible indecency, but there is a

note of fear that latent vioclence «could break out against

whites (7).,

These and other points considered, did not disappear during
the lencgthly Anglo-Boer War, although the exigencies of a

y

real war did seriously disrupt the mining economy and largely -igu

emptied the Rand of people, thus drastically minimising crime’

as a whole (&8). The military regime was harsh on any . .. .-,

attempts by white or black criminals to re—assert thémselues f%Tu

(69>, and it was only by 1984, that Krugersdorp returned to. = . ¢

‘normal’, continuing its ‘war’ between black and white

residents. The local white population was 2 0988 and the .

black population-1 500 in the town, as a whole, with 372
black adults jn the location, 204 males and 1646 females (78).
The strugoling local mining industry brought another 12 3509
blacks into the mines, and about 4 0608 whites (715,
Coloureds numbered 488 and Indians 388 (72). '

Most of the black mineworkers, as was pointed out earlier,
lived in the single—-sex compounds on the mines,
Increasingly, however, black mineworkers who regularly signed
up for lengthly contracts, and the black compound police or
‘poltice boys’ (the hated “nonaqayi”, brutal "Zulu" policemen,
to the black mineworkers) were ‘rewarded’ with the
‘priviledge” of being aliowed to live some Kind of married,
famity ltife in Mine Married Locations. The Randfontein mines

took the 1lead in this and 244 black males and over a
hundred black females were already housed in this way at the

Rancfontein Estates and G.M. Co., in 1983, with other mines

following suit soon afterwards (73).
-

The mine married locations and single-sex compounds of the
West Rand, liKe those on the rest of the Rand, Iincreasingly
became the base o©f a notorious and organised gana of
criminals Known alterpatively as the “‘Ninevites” or the
‘Amalaita®, a disciplined “fighting force’ organised along
military lines with soldiers in the front ranks and generals
commnanding at the top, this gang gave a new dimension to the
‘war’ of crime,between blacks and whkites in Krugersdorp (74).
It was their teader, Jan Note, who expressed the desire,
mentioned at the beainning of this Paper, to "make I[whites]
uncomfortable in everyway possible”, '

According to Charles van Onselen, the Amalaita were preceded
by first, the "UmKosi Wezintaba® or the "Regiment of the
Hills® (75), and then by the "People of the Stone” and the
*Nongoloza" (?74), The Reqgiment of the Hills consisted of
organised black criminals 1Yiving in the Klipriviersherq
hills, south of Johannesburg and called, by them,
"Shabalawawa®. they preved on mostly black migrant workKers
either through ‘highway robbery’ or through the “abathelisi’
trick whereby they demanded passes from black workers by
pretlencing to be policemen, demanding ‘spot fines’ on all and
SUn3ry, whether passless or not (77), In this way they were
merely copying what many policemen themselves were doing.

z1z0 greved on white residents and reports of "M Z- 050

- wwrd w

Marauders® (78> and & "bandit gang" of black buralars who
wzr: responsible +for 28 Gurqlarjies in  one mon to, in
Roodepoort alone, are strongly suggestive of Jan NMNote’s
Regiment of the Hills, especially in their ‘moadus operandi”.
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thiewirs 33 "o2w zoozzibly can, casting tthe spoils in &
generai --nlt X

The Fize 17 the MHinsvites afier th: ARQIO-Coer War, Coinciced
with bo=sn &n econemic downturn on the Rand between . 1905-8,
and the Zambathsa Rebellion in Natal which dicsturbed and

warrisd she white residents of Hrugersdorp (&6, The two
events were retated in the sensze that many Zulu  “vagrants’
puzhed &7 by the rural economy at Natal, and influenczed by
eventsz *-:ire, could find no werk on the Rand, and co militant
znd poverty—stricKen, the» moved into the ranks of the
Ninevites as ‘soldiers’ or "amaKhehla®" (81).

A large number of burglaries were committed by blacks on both
the white-owned stores and recidences of whites in
Krugersdorp during this period, which imply organicsed black
criminal attackes on the property of white residents (82). In
addition the number of ascsaults being inflicted on whites by
blackes in Krugersdorp, rose steadily over the years 1965,
19206 and 1907, including the murder of a white storekeeper
(83). Incidents of "black peril® attacks rose steadily +from
1985, peaking in 1908 (€4), Urnder this ruthless "attack®
white residents retreated into mental laagers, growing

increazingly racist and-avthoritarian in their attitudes to
blacke.

White residents at Randfontein Village demanded more ‘“palice
protecticn” from the quasi-military South African
Constabulary (S.A.C.) and the Transvaal Territorial Police
(T.T.P.Y, White residents at Luipaardsvieil added their
voices to the demands for more policemen after a local store
was robbed in broad daylight, leadinag to a "feeling of
insecurity amongst the recsidents" (85), At Randfontein
Village there were 2 sergeants and 16 troopers, all mounted,
serving 126 adult, male; white, residents, and | sergeant and
6 mounted troopers at Luipaardsvlei, for a population half
the =ize of Randfontein Village (88), Howewver, these white
suburhes were situated near major mines, Randfontein serving
the qiant Randfontein Estates and G.M. C€Co., Luipaardsviei
serving the Luipaardsvlei Ectates and G.M. Co., where
thousands of black mineworkers were housed in compounds and
mine locations., Clearly this must have caused them to feel
unduly wulnerable if one policeman for every 12 white, male
residents was seen as inadequate.

The police responded to thece demands by enforcing a variety
of laws more strictly than before, but particularly pass laws
(§7)> and liquor laws (88). In 1984, { S39 cases of all
crimes were reported, ! 280 cases were tried leading to 1
104 cenvictions, and 1 177 pounds worth of property was
recovered out of the 2 080 pounds reported stolen. 1 482
pounds worth of fines were imposed (89). The cause of these

successes were not increased police numbers but greater
vigilance and harder work from the police who were so
under-manned that they were compelled to do *double duty*® in

the form of working overtime without an increase in pay (%8).
To faciltlitate greater efficiency, attempts were made to

establish a degree of wuniformity between the two police
forces (91).

White residents also demanded improvements in the local
prison and in the control of convicts who were increasingly
used as cheap tabour by the local state to repair streets

and roads (92>, and by local mines, largely for surface work
(93>,
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Legtzleii 2 Acsembly to oromulgate regulations in 1965,
or&ﬁit?"’? blacke. and VYzater Chinese, from poSsecsing
"dangerocus weapons” which included “swords, daagers, Knives
With zt:zZ2z longer than ten inches in length, spears, loaded
or epiked sticke, knuckle dusters, jumpers, crowbars, hammer:
enceeling 3 pounds: in weight, axes, pickhandles and sandbaags®
(113>, #Any black person caught with such a "dangerous
weapon in his possession, would face a fine of 25 pounds or .

= months in prison., Whites <selling <such wezpons, ,'unlgss
they believed that it was required for a lawful purpose.

faced the same penalty. The regulations only applied toc tne v uy
Witwatersrand,

That these regulations were clearly supported by local white
residents, was clearly demonstrated in 1906 when 3

& local
storeKeeper was fined 15 pounds or one month’s fmpricsonment
for selling "butcher’s Knijves to Chinese coolies". White
residents in Krugersdorp condemned the sentence as “"too .-
tight® and a local newspaper felt that punishment should have °
included the loss of the storekeeper’s trade license (114).

Aside from these authoritarian measures, many white residents
turned their attentions to enforcing or calling for even more
stringent searegationist policies. There were frequent calls
by local white residents to "Purge the Path® of blacks (115,
a campaign was launched to stop black men from bathing or
washing themselves in the many dams on the mines, especially
if they were near pubilic roads, partly because these blacks
were often "in a state of absolute nudity", while whites swam
in such dams with impunity <¢114&). Great concern was
- eéxpresced over the failure of police to enforce the Night
Curfew. Many whites complained that they had agreat
difficulty with their servants "whose visitors remain for an
hour after the bel) has gone and s=ay when they are spoXen te,
that “they won‘t get caught’® (11?), Blacks reqularly evaded
many of these petty regulations with impunity (118).

Some whites responded in a different way to the rising black
crime rate, particularly serious crime directed at white
residents, by criticising police +$or their heavy-handed
tactics, which they argued alienated law-abiding blacks who
were needed in an alliance against black criminals and

“agitators’ stirring up politica)l and economic unrest amongst
blacks,

In one incident which reveals. black attitudes to police
harassment quite clearly, a pass-raid was made on the
Krugersdorp Location in 1985 where 14 Africans were arrested.
A local preacher, Ernest Majura, declared that he was going
to show the "poor oppressed natives that he at least would
resist these ‘infernal policemen’®, and assaulted one of the

policemen, leading to a "general disturbance® in the location
(119>,

The Magistrate who heard the «case involving Majura on a
charge of assault, discharged him on the grounds that the
police had acted illegally in searching houses without a
proper warrant, adding that "a Kaffir has the same rights as
any British subject, and his home was his castle and sacred
even from the police". There was substantial jubilation in
the location that night in celebration of an "unexpected
native triumph over a policeman" €120).

The magistrate was not alone in taking such an approach to
black crime, in 1904 the local newspaper argued:
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"unlece we are to have a Kaftfir terror
tupeéraddsd to the Chinese, a very redicszl
change needs to take pltace in our dealina
with the natives and the Pass Laws must
be carried out with far oreater
z=iringency than they are presentiy in &
lawful and businecse-1iKe manner and not
By raids of locations.” (121)

Obviousiy there was a fear amongst white residents that they
woeuld cre day pucsh the blacks “too far’, and the spectre of
widesprezd insurrection by blacks haunted whites probably as
much as black criminal attacks, and also contributed to the
hardening of white attitudes to blacks, with a minority
recponding with a more accommodating stance.

The pericd from Union until 1914 saw many of the above
features reproduced with the period 1918-12 serving as a kKind
of high-water mark for black attacks on white residents, with

thece attacks slowly declining thereafter, and for this-

reason, this period deserves special scrutinisation.

Black sexual assaults on white women, in the form of rape,
attempted rape and indecent assault, rapidly increased so
that, for example, three timesz as many rapes were committed
on white women in the period 19046-12, compared to the period
1901-3 (122>, Thece attacks led to a bout of hysteria
amongst whites that has been dubbed the “Black Peril’. Van
Onselen identifies two ceparate occurrences in this period,
the first from 1%9@06-8, that co-incided with a serious
econamic depression and political tension caused by the 1987
white mireworker‘s strikKe; the second, +from 19211 to 1913,
corresponds with, again, declining economic conditions, and

political tension in the form of the 1913 mineworKer“s strike
(1235.

*
My own recearch and van Onselen’s own valuable statistics
drawn from the Report of Commission on assaults on Women,
19123, doces not bear out the hypothesis of two separate
scares, but rather one unbrokKen ‘Black Peril’ scare from 1904
to 1913, the dip in the statistics between 1989 and 1918 seem
too slight and inconsistent <(only indecent assault cases
really decline in 1989, while in 1910, rapes do decline but
attempted rapes and indecent assault cases especially, are
marKedly increasing>. ‘Black Peril’ reports are particularly
common in Krugersdorp during this period, especially 1?10
(124>, Van Onselen, focussing, perhaps, toco .much on
Johannesburg sees the ‘Lyndhurst outrage’ of 1911 as the

start of a second scare on the Reef, while in Krugersdorp
this is not the case.

The point of van Oncelen’s work is to demonstrate that “Black
Peril’ scares co—incide with economic downturns and political
tension, an argument which is 1largely borne out by his
evidence. In Krugersdorp, however, the economic boom on the
Rand from 1909 to 1912, sees an increase in sexual attacks by
blacks on white women. This does not mean that van Onselen
is wrong, however, as Krugersdorp and the West Rand generally
was swimmning against the tide during this period, and mines
were closing down, in 1918 (125), at the peak of “‘Black

Peril” scares in Krugersdorp. It seems that economic factors
do have a role to play in these scares.

A significant number of these attacks were committed by bl ack
“housebors’,male domestic servants employed by many white

I
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congeguently By the local state 2t Hrogsrsdzr: p:@ocus . ERe
Onselen suggests that in these harsh times, white women were
Quite cap:ble of cynically and falsely charging their oiack
male domestic servants with sexual offences "in order to

defraud treir housebors of their wages”, ccmething which the
1913 Caommission confirms (128).

While wan Onselen does not dwell on this point, he has been
attazcked for this point by T, Keeqan, whe accused him of
being a *runctionalist" (127). I &lso have problems with
this view but only as 1 find it astoniehingly wunliKely that

white women would subject themselves to the public impression

that they had been sexually assaulted by - their  black
servants, merely to cheat a servant cut of a few pounds or to

break off a “difficult relationship’ (128). 1 have found no';
evidence for this mrself in my research in Krugersdorp, and °

the suggestion by the all-male Commission, smacks too much of

‘blaming the victim’ or denying that the assaults really
happened.

‘While van Onselen correctly points cut that increased sexual
assaults may be largely the result of increased police
vigilance and increased wWillingness by white women to come
forward with charges in the wake of public hysteria after,
usually, a particularly brutal sexual assault (129, it
cseems likely however that these statistics reflect a real
increase in actual assaults on white women committed by black
men. I would argue that economic downturns and political
tension playved an important role here by increasing tension
betwesen white females and their btack house servants, where
constant and unreascnable demands were probably increasingly
piled onto these increasingly resentfu! black servants (138),
who were increasingly insulted and threatened with the sack
until the servant lashed out violently, for this is what rape
really consists of, by raping his white female emplpyer, No
blame is apportioned ~ here ,rather external pressures act on
a situation that is already characterised by sexual tension,
resentment felt by males towards being ordered around by

white females, and white females fears of potential
confrontation (131).

It should be noted that a large number ‘of rapes, attempted
rapes and indecent assaults were committed by black¥ men on
white women, where they were complete strangers to each other
(132>. In Krugersdorp we also find black house servants
attack young white girls where the “tension between employer
and employee’ is somewhat muted, as they are merely
‘daughters’ of such employers, Van Oncelen is probably
correct when he suggests that this group was ‘“particularly
‘sensitive’ to sexual behaviour® and they, together with
women of “extremely nervous disposition® became easily
frightened or over—-reacted to circumstances (133). I would
like to suggest that in many cases of "attempted rape" black
criminals, in harsh economic times, were either in the
process of robbing white households or were intending to rob
whites, when they were "found", in Jladies’ bedrooms, under
the bed, or in the house of single white women, and were
either hiding from those they intended to rob or lashed out
at those women in their way or who tried to apprehend them.
I Know of at least one case where an “attempted rape’ charge
was placed on a man found in a lady’s bedroom who had a 1long
list of housebreaking and theft convictions held against him.

Would he, in calmer times, have been merely charged on
housebrezking? (134>
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“dlwEr oW Zexdal ez=aUl s QN0 WOHITLE
womern, 1t iz wopthiehile posi-o thes w0z ot thes=z aszzaulte
are commiited by individuals and not by an Organised aqana,

with the sxception of the notoricus Harricson cases, which
involved a planned ganhg—-rape committed by the Amalaita (1335).
Despitc  Jan Mote’:z threats *o ms=ke whitez "uncomfortzble in
every way possiblie’, and despite the fact that Amaltaita,
which ofizn consisted of ‘houseboys’ or acted on  the behalf
of ‘housesors’ who wanted revenge on  their white masters,
would cccacsionally assault white men, the sexual)l assault of

white women do not ceem to have been part of the criminal ..o 3,
gang’s "siyle", which van Onselen has pointed out, often

invoived homosexual activities with amakhela often takKing
Khela or "hoy-wife® as a companion (13&8). '
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The Amalaita did assault white males and policemen in anﬂ;m_.‘.

increasingly daring and ocutragecus extent during the same "™ -]

period that the “Black Peril’ scares occurred ; however, also
peaking during the periocd 1918-11. In Krugersdorp, the motive

was often robbery although often it was merely for revenge or ..

assault for assaylt’s sake (137), In the harsh economic
times of & declining local mining economy, where many
Amalaita were black mineworKers themselves, such motives are
underctandable: material gain and a “‘lashing out’ against
priviledged whites. Of course white mineworkKers were
themselves notorious for assaulting black mineworKers, so
revenge attacks (138> <ceem quite likely as well,

White outrage led magistrates to impose particularly harsh
centences on those who assaulted white men, -just as ‘Black
Peril”’ attacks often led to whites bayring for blood,
demanding and often getting the death penalty imposed (139
and brutal sentences for the most harmless “indecent assault”
cases including the writing of love-letterse to white women
(1485>. The black man responsible for the "savage assault" on
a white miner, on the local York mine, in 19218 (incidentally
the year it closed down?, was sentenced to 4 month® in prison
and 18 lashes, the Magistrate expressing the hope that this

would serve "as a lesson to the native not to touch a white
man® (141>, '

It was attacks by gangs of Amalaita on single white men that
particularly upset Krugersdorp’s white residents. A party of
five ‘Amalaita’ "KnocKed" another white about seriously in
1918 (142)., The local Member for the Provincial Councillor,

-and a Town Councillor for Krugersdorp, were assaulted by

Amalaita on their way back from a political meeting, but the
two managed to put the gang to flight.

The incident that shook the white residents most, and stunned
the rest of the Rand, occurred in January, 1%211. A small
Yocal police force, led by Supt. Deane rajded the West Rand
mine married location on a Saturday night in <search of “a
certain Amalaita who had been defying the pelice and
terrorising the inhabitants of West Krugersdorp®.

They made a number of arrests under the Liquor Law because a
drinKing spree was underway when they arrived. They had to
release these prisoners when wvirtually the whole location
rose up against them shouting ‘Bulalo umlango’ (°Kill the
white men"). Police shot a "notorious Amalaita ring leader"
dead but were forced tto retreat to the mine hospital with
many men wounded where they were rescued by the compound
manager and his ‘Police Boys’ (143). The Police returned in
force the following Monday with twenty men armed with rifles,
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The lccz! newszpzper commented, “this sort of attack seems to
point “= *he nececsity of all policemen beina &armed...when
entering Zangerous locations, where the scum of the reef seek
& hidiag 2lace" (144), a feeling strongly supported Ly white

resicdents writing to the newspaper in the wake of the attack
(145),

Events like these galvanised the state into action and,
accorcing to van Onselen, who quoted a black Jjournalist:
"Public and police alike felt that Ninevism, that cy¥nical
challenge to authority [had tol be wiped out” (144>, Under a
concerted attack, which included the imposition of
Indeterminate Sentences on convicts with many previous

'Y

convictions (147), and the "conversion® of Amalaita leader, /"' %70

Jan Note (148), the Amalaita began to decline in
and the period that followed was noticeably gquieter.

influence

The white residents, like those on the rest of the Rand, ...

responded to these sexual and physical assaults on whites and
attacks on their property, with predictable ruthlessness,

calling for stricter, more "authoritarian® policies and
stricter segregationalism.

A new black location was erected in (912 (149), called
unimaginatively the ‘New Location’, it was earmarked as the
new home of the black residents of what was now called, the
‘0ld Location’, where the residents were <forbidden:- to make
any "improvements” to the dilapidated "huts®” and pot-holed
streets, because it was shortly to be "dis-established®
(138>. Lengthy "Location Regulations® (151) were publiched
and all blacks, who were not resident on their employers’
premises, were compelled to live in these locations (152).

Randfontein WVillage which had long ‘suffered’ from the
presence of a nearby ‘mixed slum’, with blacks ®nd whites
together (153>, saw their “torment’ come to an end with the
erection of the Randfontein Location <(154), +fully fenced
around its entire perimeter to curb criminal activities
there, particularly illicit liquor selling (155).

Petty segregationist demands rose to even sillier heights
with whites objecting to black nannies, pushing white
children in prams, walking on the sidewalks (1567, or sitting
in ‘white’ train compartments with white children (157>, or
sitting with their white charges in ‘whites only’ parks,
cstensibly because they brought their black boyfriends with
them who would distract them while other black ‘fiends”’
preyed on the unattended white girlis (158).

As Kathy Eales pointed out:

*In the decade foliowing the 1912 ‘’Black
Peril” commission, officials of the
Union’s bureaucracies were obliged to
grapple with issues +far broader than
those dealt with in the report itself.
Yet, in many respects, the reports were
the same - how best to manage and
administer the growing number of blacks
in towns in a way that maximized the

benefit and minimised the cost to
whites,.” (159
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way to my» own analryeis, and feoecussing largely on biack women,

Eales zums up the process that led to the 1922 Native Urban
Arexs Act and looks at many factorse that led vuvp to its
promulgation, sharing this task with other eariier writere

like Paui aven ana T.rh.H. Davenpori (ied/.

"While crime rates waned dramatically during the war vyears,

and rose less dramatically thereafter, fear of phyrsical and
cexual atiacks, murder, robbery or theft, no longer p[ayed a
significant role in developina the racist conscicusness of

Krugersdeorp’s white residents (1&1). Rather economic and
potitical tension which saw the 1913 white minerworKers”
strike, the (%18 btack ‘bucket workers’ strike in

Johanneskburg, the Anti-Pass Campaign of 1919 led by the black'*
Transvaal Native Congress (162), the 1928 black mineworkers’ .

strike (1483), distant events like the Bulhoek Massacre (144),

and the 1922 white mineworkers’ rewolt; together with‘fi

significant demographic shifts that brought thousands of
blacks to the Rand, including significantly black women
(145>, played aan increasingly important role in
segregationist and auvthoritarian policies,

Krugersdeorp, in any case, suffered a periocd of stagnancy from
19211 onwards, its population actually declining (144) as its
mining economy shutdown (187), Many events that shook the
Rand, like the East Rand boycott of mine stores by black
mineworkers in 1918, failed to impact on an increacingly
somnclent town, the only exceptions being the 1920 black
mineworKers’ strike (168), and, to a lescer extent "the 1922
white mirneworkers’ Revolt (14%), .

To e sure, white residents remained racist and as determined
as ever to Keep blacKs in their locations and in the “place",
Krugersdcrp having ncocne of the problems of ‘mixed stums’ 1like

Johannesburg’s Malay Quarter <(178). Crime rates declined
with a declining population, and Krugersdorp shif;pd behind
even the smallest and newest East Rand towns, 1in most

statistics that mattered, including crime statistics, where
it languished near the bottom in comparison with towns on the
Rand as a whole, for virtually every conceivable category.
1t simp)y becomes too difficult, in the face of this, to
sustain the argument that black criminal attacks on white
victims had any significance on loc¢al segrationist and
authoritarian policy, after 1914, thus, I end my account at
the start of the First World War. .

(9
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C. van Onselen: New Nineveh, Studies 1n the Social and
Economic History of the witwatersrand, 1886-1914, (New
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refereance to rape in Jacklyn Cock’s Preface to Lloyd
Vogelman: The Sexual Face of Violence - rapists on rape
(Ravan Press, Johannesburo - 1980)

W. Worger: “Workers as Criminals - The rule of law in Early
Kimberley, 1879-1885" in F. Cooper (ed): Strugale for the
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Africa, (Sage Publications Inc., Beverley Hills, 1983) p54.
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policeman, a jailer or a municipal officer"”, see 1bid., p71.

See also: P. Bonner: "Family, Crime and Political
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Paper, University of the Witwatersrand, 1987) pi12.

M.A. Schutte: "Die Geskeidenis van Xriugersdorp, 1887-1900"
[Die Geskiedenis...), (M.A. Thesis, University of
Potchefstroom, 1976) p29.

See also Star 11/11/89
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uncer their own Mining Commissioner, see Eastern Star,
9/11/87, 21/5/88, 23/11/88.

C. van Onselen: New Babylon, Studies in the Social and
Economic History of the Witwatersrand, 1886-1914", ("New
Babvlion"), vol. 1, (Ravan Press, Johannesburg, 1982), ps.

The Krugersdorp Standard (K.S.) 6/9/02
Ibid.

See C. Dugmore: "City Fathers and Spoilt Children = the
evolution of the Local Stata at Krugersdorp, 1887-1923",
(M.A. Seminar Paper, University of the W1twatersrand 1990)
for more about Krugersdorp’s local government.
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S. Moroney: “Industrial and Scoial conflict in a Labour’
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mines, 1901-1912" (Honours Dissertation, University of the
wWitwatersrand, 1876), is a good source fore more detail of .
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to 8§ 12/9/83. See also telegram, Hoofd Mynwezen to SS
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For more on the "shebeen culiture” during this period, see E.
Koch: "Without visible means of subsistence - slumyard
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University of the Witwatersrand, 1981), P. La Haussae: "The
Struggle for the City: Alcohol, the ematsheni and popular
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Schuttae: "Die Geskiedenis...” p87.

Star, 24/1/90. 1t is not clear how long a “"circuit”
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1bid. 1/2/90
Ibid. 15/10/89
Ibid. 1/7/92
Ibid. 8/7/92

Ons Volk (0.V.) 3/5/98. Complaints were made that they were
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zaken behanded door den Special Rechterlijke Comm1ssar1s in
Krugersdorp” December 1898

26. O.v. 31/10/95

27. CAD, SP90, SPR2933/96 - Report of Deaths in Krugersdorp
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28. There are numerous incidents of 'Zarps’ demanding passes,
vaccination cert1f1cates or proof that blacks have paid -
taxes, and demanding ’spot fines’ from their black victims,
see Star 11/10/94, 18/2/99, 6/1/981, 6/5/99. See also

ss7831, R6326/99 for a case 1nv10v1ng a Krugersdorp
ve1dcornet.

29, K.S. 6/5/99, local Public Prosecutor, van Leggelo was
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35. 1bid., p49-51.

36. Ibid., pb52.

37. K.S5. 7/1/98

38. K.S. 1/4/99
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47. K.S. 1/9/87
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79. K.S5. 27/5/99. The Ninevites also apparently shared the 1oo0t,
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88. See for example, K.S. 9/7/10, 5/3/10, 11/6/10, 9/7/10,
22/8/10, 3/12/10. The Randfontein Estates and G.M. Co.
Ltd., employed a certain "Ranger Murdoch” to raid its mine
compounds and locations for liquor.

89. K.3. 11/2/05
80. Ibid., 25/2/05

"91. Ibid. The Union Police Force was formed in 1912 bringirg
all the disparate police forces together.

92. CAD, Coionial Secretary (C.S.) 124, 0543, Resident
Magistrate (R.M.), Krugersdorp, to Secretary, Law Department

(L.D.) 1/7/01. They paid 1s 6d per day per convict, per
day. See also K.S5. 1/8/03

93. K.S. 18/04/03 - French Rand, K.S. 7/11/03 - Lancaster West,
K.S. 8/10/10 - York Mine.. '

94. K.S. 12/9/08

; 95. K.S. 8/10/10 - Black prisoners wore “"breeches, a cap, a red
. undershirt and jersey, all marked with a broad arrow".

¥ 96. K.S. 12/9/09. See also K.S. 19/3/04 where prisoners broke

out of Krugersdorp jail by scraping away the mortar between.
the stones with a nail”., White residents, fearing further
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escapes, demanded the removal c¥ +hz zZrison, out of the
certre of the town, to a "more jsoiated part”. See also
K.&. 13/10/06.

97. M.A. Schutte: "Die Geskijedenis..."” p28. See also
“Staatscourant” 7/11/84

88. K.S. 20/4/15 - Attacks on white farm women in Elandsviei.
99. 1Ibid., 26/3/04. See also P. Richardson: Chinese‘Mine Labour

in tne Transvaal (Chinese) (MacMillan Press, London, 1982) -
p205. . s AT N s

100. K.S. 4/7/03 ' o _1iv~-:f34?$
101. 1Ibid., 6/8/04

102. 1bid., 4/7/03

103. 1Ibid., 3/9/04

104. Ibid., 24/9/04 and B8/4/05 and 26/11/04

105. Ibid., 22/10/04

106. Ibid., 3/11/06

107. P. Richardson, Chinese, p175. Richardson points out that
"the political consequences of this widespread desertion
were serious for the mines".

108, X.S5. 7/1/06 _ : -

109. K.S. 2/9/05

110. K.S. 25/2/05. The local newspaper reported the arrival of a
large number of black migrants seeking work in Krugersdorp
and felt that "their migration into the town [was] caused
principally by the drought”.

111. Ses K.S. 4/1/04, 27/2/04, 2/4/04, 21/1/05, and 4/2/05.

112. K.S. 24/8/07

113. Ibid., 28/10/05

114. Ibid., 7/4/06

115. 1Ibid., 27/1/06. See also 27/6/03

116. Ibid., 7/7/06, 31/1/03, 7/2/03
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117. 1bid., 9/3/07

118. In 1811 in Krugersdorp thare were 6363 blacks charged with
“statutary offences” like pass laws, liquor laws, town
regculations like the pavement and night curfew ‘regulations, -
forming 9% of the total black population, clearly many more
must have evaded the police as well. See Report of the
Chief Commissioner of Police, 1911, p90.

119. K.S. 21/1/05

120. 1bid., 7/7/06

e 121. 1bid., 7/7/06. See also 24/11/17. The white Krugersdorp
e resident who wrote to the Krugersdorp Standard in 1906 felt
that pass laws on the Rand were "ill-timed, extremely
injudicious and [it is] most provocative to wake up .
peaceable natives between three and four 1in the morning by
forcing open doors of their huts, ...is bound to raise the

very worst feelings and to drive law-abiding men into
hostility against the white men”. ~

122. C. van Onselen: New Nineveh, p51.

123. 1bid., pp51-2

124. See, for example, K.S. 28/8/09, 2/4/10, 15/10/10, 17/12/10.
There were substantially more cases in 1911, see for
example, K.S. 9/2/11, 4/3/11, 18/3/11, 11/3/11, 5/4/11.

125. K.S. 8/1/10. The Lancaster G.M. Co. closed down in 1913,
see K.S. 18/1/13 b

126. C. van Onselen: New Nineveh, p52. Van Onselen cites a
number of newspaper articles to support the view taken by
the Commission on Assaults on Women, 1913, paragraph 120.

127. 1bid., p71, footnote: 185
128. Ibid., p53

129. 1Ibid.

130. Ibid., p52. Van Onselen touches on this but then goes on to
discuss "trumped up” charges.

f 131. L. vogelman, Thae Sexual Face of Violence, explores the
‘ relationship between rapists and their victims.

132. For example, K.S. 4/3/11, 8/4/11 and 19/8/11

133. C. van Onselen: New Ninaveh, p53
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134.
135.
136.

137.

138.

139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144,
145.
146.
147.
148.

149,

150.

151,

152.

1583.
154,

155.

A lf_

K.8. 18/3/11 and K.S. 3t/7/20

C. van Onselen: New Nineveh, p60

Ib-d., ppi179, 187, 1898

K.S. 14/1/11

S. Moroney: "Labour Repressive Economy", looks at this in
sore detail.

K.S. 28/2/11

C. van Onselen:_New Nineveh, p179

K.S5. 2/4/10
Ibid., 1/1/11
Ibid., 3t/1/11
1bid., 4/2/11
Ibid., 21/1/11

C. van Onselen: New Nineveh, p189.

Ibid., pi91

ibid., pt194
-
M. Proctor: “"Local and Central Control of Black Settlements

in Munsieville”, in: Geo Journal, 12.2 (b. Reidel Publishing
Co., 1986) p168

Ibid., p169, K.5. 28/5/21

K.S. 27/7/12. Administrative note no. 278. See also
Krugersdorp Public Library (KPC), "Munsieville File",
"Native Location Bye-Laws, 1912"

K.S. 3/9/04. Municipality of Krugersdorp, Notice no. Balof'
1€04.

See, for example, K.S. 23/9/05

K.S. 20/12/14

Ibid., the Location was planned in 1909 to provide housing
for "domestic natives employed in the native area”, it was
situated on the property of the West Rand Consolidated G.M.
Cc., about 1 mile from Randfontein Vvillage. The fence is
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166.
157.

1568.

159,

160.

161.

162.

163.

164,
165.
166.

167.

168.

2g

favourably remarked upon by tne police, see 1917 Randfontein

Locztions Committee of Inquiry, evidence of Sergeant T.
Bocks, pt12.

K.5. 2/12/11
ib-d., 12/8/05
Ib-4., 15/8/14. The complaint was raised by the locail

Chamber of Commerce, who sent a deputation to the Town

Council, and further recommended the appointment of a “Park
Constable”.

K.A». Eales: "Masterless Men and Unrestrained Women™, pi

T.®.H. Davenport, The Beginings of Urban Segregation_in A
South Africa: the Natives (Urban Areas) Act of 1923 and its

Backaround, (Institute of Social and Economic Research,
Rhcdes University, 1971). See also P.Rich, "Ministering to
the White Man’s Needs: the development of urban segregation
in South Africa, 1913-19823", (History Workshop Paper,
University of the Witwatersrand, 1878).

A static crime rate was a nation-wide phenomenon, see Union
Statistics, Jubilee Issue, 1910-1960, pF-2, and Report of
Comissioner of Police, 1826, p20. For Krugersdorp’s

cr minal statistics, which show a marked decline, see KPL,
Town Council Minutes, Reports of the Chief Sanitary

Inspector, for 1908-10 (p85), 1910-11 (p95), 1911-12 (p87),
1915-6 (p97) and 1916-7 (p100).

-

Sez P. Bonner: "The Transvaal Native Congress, 1917-1920 -
thz radicalisation of the black petty bourgeoisie on the
Rand", in S. Marks and R. Rathbone (eds): Industrialisation
ani Social_Change in South Africa (Longman, Essex, 13982)

Se2 P. Bonner: “"The 1920 Mineworkers Strike - a preliminary
account”, ("Strike") in B. Bozzoli (ed): Labour, Townships
and Protest (Ravan Press, Johannesburg, 1979)

Ses K. Eales: "Masterless Men.and Unrestrained Women”, p32.
Ibid., p1
Statistical Summary of Union Progresé, 1891-1923, p125

Sez C. Dugmore: “The Evolution of the West Rand Mining

Industry, 1886-1923", Chapter One of my forthcoming M.A.
Thesis.

P. Bonner: "Strike", p279.
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169. A rnajor mine was closed down, K.S. 4/2/22, but Krugefsdorp
esczped “"red ruin, haveco, Yorctin: and slaughter™, K.S.
18/3/22 ’ : .

170. Se2 H. Dugmore: "The Coloured Community in Johannesburg,
18:0-1936" (M.A. Seminar Paper, University of the
wWitwatersrand, 1989) ... --. : _ : SR

26

S Tr e s ey —————— B T T [ - - - Dot e e e . B I S



2 L S I

STATISTICS - 1911 ( source : Report of the
Commissioner of Poliece, 1911, U.G. 62-12. )
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§ 4. Housing and Ranta,

L. Rand Leghiation. —A Heuts Act -nruod by Pullaent In 1920, with effoct hium
June of that yoar until the J0th June, $94), From thad date It was extended, by laler
ennclmeat, from year to year.® A summary of ie Act, which provided for the constiiutiun
of rent bosrds with power Lo urder Lhe reduction of rents, was given I the stath aml
provioos bwoca of Lbly Year Book.

2, Hoviing Loans Funds.--The tulal sinuant voled :3 Patliaracnt fur the catubbl-hment
ot Homing Loane Funds in tbe dificrent Provinces under tbe Howsing Act of 1920 jsre
reevbous {mues of this Fear Book) was £1,507,040 (to the 31t March, 1024), and on this
asls (he Boanl, from the dele of fls inception to the 8lst Decomber, 1023, approved a

© number of munjulpal howing schemes and housing loan applications involving s tolal

commliment of £0,601,680. Lariiculars are giren fu the appendod fanlee which show
(l’ Lhe ‘m-lllnn as regateds huuse oonstruction and loans lulbﬂ!:ld under the Act In eah
of the Iravinces, and (ii} tho extent to which sdvantage was taken of the facilitles provite|
by the Act In corlain urban centros. It la to be noted (hat Bbancial stringeney Int, in
Hu2L, tu the conplersble curtailment sod cubsequenlly to (he suspension of the
cuntemplated under the Act,

(i) HOUSING ACT—CONSTRUOTION AND LOAND AUTHORIZED AND IHSUER MADE
:’:I&ﬂ HOVSING LOANS FUNDS IN EACH PROVINGE TO 31d DECEMBER,

A ETET Y] BT maf aldags LS BATINIE I AT I S SALDE AT INST £ a. £t ffasi L L

H'n;:ldail tou . otal ot Dwellings for Occupativa by
chemoe o e e e — .
Provisos, o :1;udn oo’ | Lowhs. Lavasa. ’ Nl Foral,
Ll [ . 9 Europeany, al
Coloursd,
T ]

Cap .o {0 e sud a3t 4 [X: 1 il
Mal . 434,800 Il.?lo bl ) —
Tra FIB000 253,008 198,001 i 11 1,043
nangy Fres

dvala.. ... LLLL] (LT L] 19,000 215,139 10 [}1] (XL )

Untun....8 M 515,808 | 1,500,580 | 1,184,007 3,107 (1l 2,161

)
+ An Act pamed during the cond seadon of 10H cotiaucd the rent Jgiiatkcs 834 remtrd the
mq-dlymmmulnu\rudllnlu.“ Bl moatiaued the rent daghlathcn sad
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The syslem [nvolrew Ibe completion of & torm weiting forth the rmec, sox, sgt, nationsliiy,
I:Ilthglhﬂ. occupalion, offrnrs aped reabilt of tolal of every pomon artesterl, summonet o
warnod,

Owlig to Aonaclal siringonsy the Qovarament dockled 1o disdontinue (ho colloctinn ot
Pengliglea) Btatlstion. © Figoren telating to crimo aa afllocted by encironnient, anteccdelie,
think, ctr., nre, therefore, not srallable ; buk from other sourcen It has heen found Ik
to dificrentiate Lebween serlons seime commitied In Indusidal and sursd arvas  For 1o
samn reassn the enjiecling of data yésperting elvfl artione kan alwn been serpended, an siafel
In § 3, parsgraph & abeye,

1t will bo cbestved Irom tho table belnw that oo (1fl partioninrs of eritne wre nallslils
bolote 1013, when the Folire Act (Aot No, 14 of 1012) cams Inlo cperation.  Prior fo this
dato tha Unjon was pollocd by & noosber of forces nnder neparale conlecl, and it was fonnd
impraciloable lo consolidete the figuron of the difirront systome then in ase.  In 1003 tho
o{num of rollenling crimine) siatiztics then In uea In the Transvas) Frovinre was adapled
thraughout the Union. .

The foltowing tablire {1} and (I} show_the Lofa! number of prosscutlons, conviolinnm,
ole., lor all offencon dutbrg & series nf years,  FParlfculars af serionn crimea In tho Unlon
aro given in tho Inllowing paragrs 'ermghnul thia section, In the Spures for persnun
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. 2. Serlows Orime,—A largs proportion bf the parsons bogght botore the eonrld ol the
Unlanrach your sre charged vﬁrﬂ ity oficiicos, chiefly contravention of staiwtes, ocvmmon
srsantt and common thett. For moa$ part tho option of a Bne be given In sach cneer,
(n the other hand, an .?Ir'd.bb perceatage of the total charges belors tha conrts mleles
o what mey be properly dendgnatod se serious crime.  Blathathos of auch casrs are conlalaed
In the tablw heronnder, shich show the rewnlie of serbous crlminal charges doring » potiod
of years, detalls of wuch charges for iwo yrars, and particulam of murder cases, stock theite
snil ofloncos wndar the liquor lawa during & peded of year, . .
The toisle for the yoar 11141 ere cotndilerably smaller than those for the two Jﬂwﬂ‘
eam.  This e nok broatw of a decrrsso In the Incldence of serlous crime Ia e Unlon, b
anse certaln jtrow not Inchuded in the cllbﬁr’ of sricre erdmo prine o 1933 were

In that year, and bersoas cttiain othem jeavionrly taken acopnnt of wore excleded. The
offoncee added were Ligamy, contreventlons of the dlacond laws, buying, sclilng, .. and
posaceddon of gold, oflemoos againat Vhe | lity lams, Burop wmlllng liqoor to satives,

1blle vialence, and rooclving stolen properiy. {liﬂ' to the yesr 1927 sll cusre of sommon
!:lef! wore staifutically tncluced uiiier sotious crime. fn fhat peer common theft bsace
wore unly reganleod an serfoon erime whern the value of the atolen wad estimated lo
be In excom of £50. i
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Table 2. Sercal assaults in the Transvaal 1901-12

, . - Anempied Indecers convice Number of

w7 Year Rape rape assguit fons charges
2 1901 0 0 3 3 3
k- 1902 0 1 3 4 5
K 1903 1 1 2 + +
E 1904 1 3 T 1 11
b C . 1905 1 - 4 T 12 16 o
£ _ 1907 3 N 11 19 2 ¥
3 S 1908 4 s 13 2 30 ..
3 1909 3 5 5 13 2
x 1910 0 : 6 18 L 33
: 1911 3 12 2 37 46
1912 3 10 20 3 1

Data extracted Tom Report of Commission on Assaults on Women 1913, para. 28
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