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Abstract

An update from the new Chair and Executive Committee of the Students and New Professionals Group of the International

Society of Biometeorology.
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Update

We are excited to announce our roles as the new Chair
(Peter Crank), Secretary (Ariel Prinsloo), and Communica-
tions Director (Claire Gallacher), of the Students and New
Professionals Group (SNP) of the International Society of
Biometeorology (ISB). As elected SNP executive committee
in the fall of 2023, we will be leading this group through the
next triennium (2023-2026), leading up to the 24th Interna-
tional Congress of Biometeorology in 2026. We would like
to recognize and thank previous leadership, Angela Lees,
Daniel Vecellio, and Yuliya Dzyuban as they weathered
some incredibly challenging times during the COVID-19
pandemic. Their dedication and commitment to support-
ing the group during an extraordinary period of academic
and social isolation deserves high praise and recognition.
We, as the new executive committee, would not be in these
roles without their hard work. Thank you. We also would
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like to recognize and thank leadership of the SNP in prior
years: Hamed Mehdipoor, Andrew Leung, Brittd Janicke
(2017-2020); Jennifer Vanos (2014-2017); Simon Gosling
(2011-2014); and Kate Bassil (2008-2011). We stand on
your collective shoulders (proverbially speaking), commit-
ting to the support and development of the next generation(s)
of biometeorologists.

The SNP has been a significant part of the ISB since the
first meeting of the SNP at the 18th International Congress
of Biometeorology (Tokyo, Japan) in 2008 led by Kate
Bassil. In 2011, Simon Gosling organized the second SNP
meeting at the 19th International Congress of Biometeorol-
ogy (Auckland, New Zealand). Under Simon’s leadership,
two special issues were produced by the SNP within our
journal (Gosling 2014, 2018) and a number of SNP Inter-
national Workshops were formulated. The first of these
workshops took place in Vindlen, Sweden in 2014 where
Jennifer Vanos became the chair of the SNP (Vanos 2018).
The third SNP meeting was led by Jennifer Vanos at the 20th
International Congress of Biometeorology in 2014 and con-
sequently led to the 2nd SNP International Workshop held in
Norfolk (USA) in 2016 (Allen et al. 2017). Along with the
21st International Congress of Biometeorology (Durham,
United Kingdom), the leadership was formalized into an
executive committee led by Hamed Mehdipoor. Under their
leadership, the 3rd SNP International Workshop was held in
Enschede, The Netherlands in 2019.

The COVID-19 pandemic interrupted both the Interna-
tional Congresses and the SNP International Workshops.
The 22nd International Congress of Biometeorology, origi-
nally scheduled for 2020 (Jaboticabal, Brazil), was moved
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Fig. 1 Includes portions of the SNP community at the 23rd Interna-
tional Congress of Biometeorology held in Tempe, Arizona in May
2023. Photo panel d was taken by Gisel Guzman Echavarria. Used

to an online platform in 2021 (Lees et al. 2022). The SNP
held its 5th meeting virtually alongside the Congress, led
by Angela Lees (Chair), Daniel Vecellio (Secretary), and
Yuliya Dzyuban (Communications). This virtual meeting led
to the creation of a webinar series on various research topics
and skills-based workshops.! Their work brought the SNP
together despite the physical limitations and led to the 6th
meeting at the 23rd Congress. The 23rd International Con-
gress of Biometeorology returned to its prior triennium cycle
and to in-person activities (Fig. 1) in 2023 (Tempe, USA).
The SNP throughout the conferences and workshops has
also worked to produce multiple peer-reviewed journal arti-
cles on a variety of biometeorology topics, highlighting
both the breadth of the research of the SNP and variety
of challenges and issues biometeorology seeks to address
through research, teaching, and service (Gosling et al.
2014; Hondula et al. 2014; Dixon et al. 2016; Allen et al.
2017; Mehdipoor et al. 2017; Perkins et al. 2017; Anderson
et al. 2021). This breadth of work by SNP members is evi-
dence of the diversity in academic background and training

! these webinars have been attended by 20-40% of the SNP member-
ship at each webinar, reaching across the globe in terms of attendance
as well as organization and participation in the webinars. Finally, we
are in the process of making them accessible internationally via You-
Tube.
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with permission. Photos in panels a-c were taken by the conference
organizers and disseminated to all in attendance

among ISB and SNP membership and speaks to the charac-
ter and excellence of the individuals themselves. Looking
back and looking forward, we are humbled and honored to
be part of this legacy and to have the opportunity to lead
the SNP toward new spaces to exhibit their unique and
innovative contributions to the field of biometeorology.
All of these accomplishments (and future opportunities)
would be unattainable without the support of ISB and the
Tromp Foundation, as well as hosting institutions around
the world, thank you.

The SNP has also become a training ground for ISB lead-
ership, supporting the goal and mission of the ISB through
the professional development of SNP members (Lees et al.
2022). Lees and colleagues (2022) highlighted the roles and
leadership of current and former SNP members in 2021;
since then SNP members have continued to fill the ranks of
leadership within the ISB with Jennifer Vanos (2014-2017
SNP Chair) and Yuliya Dzyuban (2020-2023 SNP Com-
munications) as current Vice Presidents; Michael Allen
(2014-2017 Communications) as Secretary and Treasurer;
Angela Lees (2020-2023 SNP Chair) and Daniel Vecellio
(2020-2023 SNP Secretary) as Oceania and North America
Councillors (respectively); additionally, two current/former
SNP members now hold the Africa and Asia Councillor
positions. Their leadership highlights the value of the SNP to
ISB and also the level of mentorship, development, encour-
agement, and trust the ISB has for its SNP members.
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In light of the previous successes and challenges to the
work of the SNP, we aim to continue the previous leader-
ship’s work toward the expansion of the SNP network, with
global participation and attention given to representing
all commissions and groups within the SNP. Further, we
anticipate maintaining strong ties with our SNP member-
ship through a series of professional development webinars
(such as the webinar on “Burnout” held on February 27,
2024)* and peer mentoring, following the success of our pre-
decessors three skills development and research presentation
webinars in 2022. Through this we aim to support students
and new professionals through professional development
training that often is less available to under-represented
minorities and those from the Global South. With an official
membership of about 50 and a reach of around 150 through
multiple communication channels, the current executive
committee aims to continue to recruit and develop mem-
bers who are making meaningful and significant contribu-
tions to the ISB and to society as a whole. Our membership
includes individuals from every ISB continent/region, yet
we seek to increase our numbers as well as expand our reach
to include more of the increasingly diverse community of
scholars in biometeorology. Historically, and, by extension,
the composition of this executive committee, the SNP has
been dominated by human biometeorologists with more than
60% of SNP members identifying their research as “human
biometeorology” in 2017 (Vanos 2017, Fig. 2). We seek to
expand our representation to include more animal biomete-
orologists and phenologists. We also aim to attract more
early career researchers from climate and tourism to the SNP
and encourage their engagement as this would continue to
strengthen and broaden the impact of the SNP.

Even as we seek to expand the SNP, we recognize efforts
by the ISB more broadly in a similar vein of outreach. We
would like to note the success of the ISB regional coun-
cillors (Africa: Jennifer Fitchett, Asia: Shreya Banerjee,
Europe: Thanos Damialis, North America: Daniel Vecellio,
Latin & South America: Fabio Luix Teixeria Goncalves, and
Oceania: Angela Lees) and encourage readers to connect
with their regional councillor to learn more about research
happening within their region. That said, the SNP recognizes
that there is an under-representation in the research and par-
ticipation in the ISB from the Global South. Thus, we seek
to broaden the engagement to include more Global South
early career researchers. The last in-person workshop was
held at the University of Twente, Netherlands, in 2019 which
had 22 participants from 13 countries. Considering this, we
will endeavor to host a workshop (resurrecting another pil-
lar of the ISB SNP that was cut down by the COVID-19
pandemic) in the Global South, with particular focus on

2 https://youtu.be/vES41e4t7ks

highlighting the research outcomes, challenges, and oppor-
tunities of biometeorology research in the Global South. We
view this an important opportunity to explore how the field
has grown, developing organically and deserving of recog-
nition, as well as where future international collaborations
may exist to further promote the field of biometeorology.
Further, we will engage and collaborate with other interna-
tional multi- and transdisciplinary networks and societies to
continue the work of highlighting the value of biometeorol-
ogy in addressing global issues such as climate change and
to work toward more sustainable futures.

If readers of this article and [JBM have any suggestions
or items to share with the SNP group, we welcome their
feedback. Please reach out and contact us as we are commit-
ted to serving the ISB and SNP bodies and cannot perform
our duties well without such community support. Finally,
we strongly encourage active membership® and participa-
tion with the SNP and ISB. A great mechanism to remain
connected to the SNP is through the quarterly newsletter
of activity. Previous newsletters and means of contributing
are found on the SNP webpage (https://uwm.edu/biometeoro
logy/students-and-new-professionals/). We look forward to
the ways we will be able to serve and get to know the SNP
community over this triennium.
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