MAKING THE MARK - SYNOPSIS

'‘Making A Mark' is the story of the University of Witwatersrand School of Construction
Economics and Management, and its contribution to the construction and property
fields.

From small beginnings of only one offering (a diploma in quantity surveying), the
School today offers degrees in different built environment areas - namely construction,
construction management, quantity surveying, real estate and property, project
management, infrastructure procurement, facilities management, and construction
law, with the programmes nationally and internationally accredited.

From starting within the Department of Architecture, through the recruitment of
Professor Bell John to establish the first quantity surveying programme in South Africa,
the School has charted its course since 1928 to become the largest among seven
Schools in the Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment at Wits University,
and also the largest in its field nationally.

This remarkable growth story in this book was, however, not always smooth sailing.
The School experienced significant challenges in the 1990's and early 2000's, which
threatened its existence. A turnaround began with the appointment of a new full-time
Head of School in 2011. SCEM has since been on a growth trajectory with a positive
reputation, which it is well-positioned to sustain.

With a history of nearly 100 years, and 1000’s of graduates playing leading roles in
different industrial sectors around the world, the School has made its mark in
developing critical skills and some of the know-how for developing and managing built
facilities in society.

These Appendixes contain a selection of school pictures of the graduates and staff of
the School of Construction Economics and Management, and the Inaugural Lectures
of Clyde Walker and Professor Samuel Laryea.
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