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Rejecting scales  are r e la t e d  (Brody, 1969). The f ind ings  suggest  th a t  

the MPAS Rejecting scale is  useful as an indicator of emotional d is tance 

between parent and chi ld  (Brody, 1969).

The instruments used to assess ch i ld re n ' s  sexual a t t i t u d e s  and 

knowledge were :

The Chi ldren 's  Conservatism Scale (described above);

S chof ie ld ' s  Sexual A t t i tude  Inventory;

Sex Knowledge Scale.

S chof ie ld ' s  Sexual A t t i tude  Inventory

S chof ie ld 's  aim in producing th i s  scale  was to compile a l i s t  of 

statements covering the important areas in a teenager 's  l i f e .  These 

areas Include attitudes to the family and i t s  res tra in ts ,  other teenagers, 

marriage, the moral code, sex and sex education (Schofield,  1965). The 

sources f o r  these  items were curren t  newspaper a r t i c l e s  and comments about 

teenagers ,  statements  from the rep resen ta t ives  of o f f i c i a l  bodies,  the 

questionnaire  of  the BMA Committee on the problem of venereal d isease ,  

Eysenck's Social Attitude Inventory (Eysenck, 1954), a personality t e s t  

(Terman & Miles, 1936). Items were rejected i f  they were too to p ica l,  

because the idea or vocabulary would have been c l e a r  only to middle-class  

teenagers and because the statements  could cause embarrassment or 

resentment. The average time taken to complete the inventory was found 

to be le s s  than ten minutes.

The r a t io n a le  given for the se lec t ion  of items is  particularly  

re levant  to the South African s i t u a t i o n ,  s ince a researcher  needs to be 

p a r t i c u la r ly  careful  not to cause resentment or embarrassment and to be 

sure t h a t  the statements  would not be clear only to middle-class  teen­

agers.  "A study with younger adolescents  might minimise parents '  

objections by embedding the sex survey in a l a rg e r  study of in terpersonal
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behaviour and a t t i t u d e s " . (Hopkins, 1977). Again, t h i s  seemed p a r t i c u l a r l y  

important f o r  a survey being conducted in South Africa ,  For example, 

the re  i s  no harm in t r a v e l l i n g  without  a t i c k e t  occas ional ly  

i f  you can ge t  away with i t ;

summer holidays  without  parents  are  more enjoyable.

The s tandardised  item alpha fo r  the sca le  i s  .82, thus  confirming 

the r e l i a b i l i t y  of the sca le .  This r e l ia b i l i t y  figure was obtained at

the present  an a lysis .

A factor analysis  was carried out on the responses received in th is  

research. A 'factor  score' was calculated on each factor fo r  each in d iv i-  

dual.  The method used by Schofield (1965) was t h a t  developed by Hendrickson 

and White (1964). Two third-order factors  were produced fo r  the boys and 

three for  the g i r l s .  The responses obtained from the present sample were 

subjected to a f a c t o r  ana lys is  using the Varimax Rotated Factor  method.

This was done as i t  was thought that the factors produced in England 

might not be relevant to a South African example. Five factors emerged 

with eigenvalues greater than 1, and the f i r s t  two of these  f a c to r s  were 

used in the an a ly s is .  These two factors  have a variance greater than 10%, 

and were i d e n t i f i e d  by use of the Scree Test (Chi ld, 1970). This t e s t  

ensures that the factors used exclude as much of the non-common variance 

as poss ib le .  Together , these  two f a c to r s  accounted fo r  42% of the  t o ta l  

variance. The f i r s t  had an eigenvalue of 5.76 and explained 27.6% of the 

var iance ,  and the  second with an eigenvalue of 3.02 explained 14.4% of 

the variance. The two factors and the statements contained in each are 

to be found in Appendix C, together with the loading of each statement 

on the factor. The item loading of .250 was used as the cu t-o f f  point for  

sign if ican ce . Child (1970) suggests loadings of a t  le a s t  .11 for  the f iv e  

percent leve l ,  when N = 300. Therefore ,  .250 is  a fa ir ly  r igorous  cr iter io n  

in t h i s  case. As regards the l a b e l l i n g  of the two f a c t o r s ,  these  were



the l a W s  usad W to fie ld  (1965) to describe the factors which

comtaiffled items very s im i la r  to those emerging from the present 

factor analysis .

The scoring of t h i s  scale was as follows:

AGREE - 1; DON'T KNOW - 2; DISAGREE - 3

Therefore, the lower the score on th is  sca le  the g rea te r  the Sexual 

Res t r ic t iveness  or Sexual Ethnocentricism.

Sex Knowledge Scale

The scale  used in th i s  research was based on the Information Test on 

Human Reproduction and the Family Life Sex Education Inventory (Hurter,  

1971). Fif teen  items were se le c ted .  This number was decided upon so as 

not to make the sca le  too lengvhy for the younger respondents ,  whi ls t  

s t i l l  covering important aspects  such as reproduct ion, contracept ion ,  

menstruat ion,  homosexuality, nocturnal emissions, masturbation and teen­

age growth. Research has shown t h a t  adolescents  often do not accurate ly  

es timate  t h e i r  knowledge of sexual mat ters .  Males and females e i t h e r  

under- or over-est imate  t h e i r  knowledge and both sexes are poorly 

informed on all  major sex to p ic s ,  even a t  col lege level (Juhasz, 1967; 

K iller  & Simon, 1974).

The r e l i a b i l i t y  of the sca le  was es tab l ished  by the presen*, 

researcher  as being .55 on the unequal length Spearman-Brown. Although 

low, th is  f igure  is acceptable .  The sca le  is  in the form of mult ip le-  

choice questions,  with four a l t e r n a t e  answers to each question,  one of 

which is the correct answer. For example :

Sexual in tercourse  occurs when :

a.  a couple are in love and share a l l  t h e i r  thoughts and fee l in g s ;

b. a couple l i e  together  with t h e i r  bodies touching;

c. the erect penis enters  the vagina;

d. a couple touch each o th e r ' s  sexual organs.



The maximum number of c o r r e c t  answers i s  f i f t e e n  and the  maximum score

is  f i f t e e n .  In o th e r  words, one po in t  i s  scored fo r  each c o r r e c t  answer.

Readabili ty  of Material

The consent forms, the Sex Att i tude Inventory and the Sex Knowledge 

Scale were a l l  subjected to a formula fo r  determining the level of 

r e a d a b i l i ty  (Grander, 1978). Grander s ta t e s  t h a t  ' consent is worthless 

unless i t  is  an informed consent and informed consent is  not possible 

without subjec t  understanding'  (■'-••'•under, 1978, p .773). The Flesch reada­

b i l i t y  formula was applied to the consent forms and a score of 75,5 was 

obtained, which Flesch describes  as 1 f a i r l y  easy'  and below the standard 

found in most d ig e s t s .  The Sex Knowledge ques t ionnaire  was found to have 

r e a d a b i l i ty  of 90, which Flesch ch a rac te r is e s  as 'very easy1. The Sex 

A t t i tude  Inventory nas a r e a d a b i l i ty  of 83,3, which is  considered 1 very 

e a s y ' . Thus i t  was ascer ta ined  th a t  even the youngest subjec ts  should 

have a c lea r  understanding of the nature and content of the forms to be 

completed. In add i t ion ,  the terminology of the quest ionnaire  was assessed 

with a Coloured nurse and a school teacher .  Both of these  people confirmed 

th a t  the children of  the Coloured community should be fam i l ia r  with the 

terms used in the ques t ionnaire .

All questionnaires  and consent forms, f o r  both adul ts  and fo r  

ch i ld ren ,  were ava i lab le  in English and Afrikaans.

In addit ion to the consent form and the ques tionnaires  descr ibed ,  

there were two fu r th e r  sheets which the sub jec ts  were required to  complete. 

From both the adul ts  and the children some biographical information was 

sought, such as age and re l ig io n .  The children were asked to ind ica te  

their  sources of sex information (see Appendix B), and an analys is  of 

the sources of th i s  information will be included in the Results sec t ion .

The dependent a r iab le s  in t h i s  study are  c h i ld re n ' s  Sex Knowledge,
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Conservatism fac to rs  ( f ive  f a c t o r s ), as well as the Global Conservatism 

score.  Teenage Sexual Res t r ic t iveness  and Teenage Sexual Ethnocentricism. 

The independent var iab les  are the parental c h i ld - rea r in g  s ty le s  - 

indulgent ,  p ro te c t ive ,  d i s c ip l in a r i a n  and r e j e c t in g ,  as well as the four 

f a c to r s  of parents '  Conservatism. Each va r iab le  is  appl icable  separa te ly  

to the White and Coloured groups of parents and t h e i r  ch i ld re n ,  thus 

making four groups of parents and four groups of chi ldren to be s tudied .

S t a t i s t i c a l  Analysis

The major s t a t i s t i c a l  analys is  of t h i s  study was ca r r ied  out by the 

use of the mult iple  regression technique (Darl ington, 1968; Ker linger  & 

Pedhazur, 1973). The use of th i s  technique makes i t  possible  to i n v e s t i ­

gate  the contr ibu t ion  made by more than two independent var iab les  X- to 

a dependent va r iab le ,  Y. Descript ion of the r e la t ionsh ip  takes  the form 

of a l i n e a r  equation between the dependent and independent v a r i a b l e s :

=  A +  B . X  +  B X +  BLXV1 1  2. 2 X K

where Y1 is the estimated value of the dependent va r iab le ,  Y;

A is  the Y in te rc ep t  of the regression l in e ;

Bi is the regression c o e f f i c i e n t ;  and

Xi denotes the value of the independent va r iab les .

The A and B co e f f i c i e n t s  are se lected according to the l e a s t  squares 

p r in c ip le ,  which implies th a t  the sum of the squared res idua ls  (Y - Y1)2 

is minimised. The R2 s t a t i s t i c  is  also used to ind ica te  the highest  

possib le  co r re la t io n  between a l e a s t  squares l i n e a r  composite of the 

independent var iab les  and the observed dependent var iab le  (Kerl inger ,  

1973). In other words, R2 is  an index of the amount of variance in the 

dependent var iab le  explained by the independent va r iab le .



The forward stepwise inclusion method was used, in which the f i r s t  

p red ic to r  se lected for  the analys is  is  the one tha t  has the highest  

co r re la t io n  with the dependent: va r iab le .  The next p red ic to r  se lec ted  fo r  

the analys is  is  the one th a t ,  in combination with the f i r s t ,  best  p red ic ts  

the dependent va r iab le ,  and so on (Nie, Hull, Jenki - , Steinbrenner  &

Bent, 1975).

One regression analys is  was conducted f o r  each of the dependent 

va r iab les ;  tha t  i s ,  the Sex Knowledge score, each of the f iv e  fac to rs  

of c h i ld re n ' s  Conservatism, being Religious Conservatism, Ethnocentricism, 

Social Acceptance/Conformity, Sexual Conservatism and Punit iveness; the 

Global Conservatism score and f i n a l l y  the Sex At t i tude  fac to rs  -  'Teenage 

Sexual R e s t r i c t iv e n e s s ' and 'Teenage Sexual E thnocen tr ic ism ' . The inde­

pendent var iab les  were parental ch i ld - rea r in g  s ty le s  (four) and the four  

fac to rs  of  parents '  conservatism as well as the Race and Sex, Male and 

Female, of the four  groups of ch i ld ren .

In order to assess  the r e la t io n sh ip  of age with Sex Knowledge, 

c h i ld re n ' s  total conservatism score ,  Teenage Sexual Res t r ic t iveness  and 

Teenage Sexual Ethnocentricism, Pearson co r re la t io n s  were computed fo r  

each of the four groups of ch i ld ren .  In add i t ion ,  analyses of variance 

were computed fo r  a l l  c h i ld re n ' s  va r iab les .  The analys is  of variance 

procedure is explainable  in the following way:

When te s t in g  whether or not the means of various groups are  equal 

we can examine two d i f f e r e n t  variances.

One based on d i fferences  between the groups (SB2 )

One based on d if fe rences  within the groups (SW2 )

I f  d i fferences  do ex i s t  between groups SB2 wil l  be s ig n i f i c a n t ly  g rea te r

than SW2 . Since there  are two variances involved the t e s t  s t a t i s t i c  is
SB2based on the r a t io  of the two variances and the r a t io  of the two 

variances follows the F -d is t r ib u t io n .
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RESULTS

The Dependent Variables are spec i f ied  on each Table (see Tables 

Z - 10). The Independent Variables are the same in a l l  the mult iple  

regression analyses. They are as follows: The four child-rearing  

s ty l e s  of fathers and mothers (Coloured and White s epara te ly ) :  Disci­

p l in a r ian ,  Indulgent,  P ro tec t ive  and Rejecting s ty l e s ,  as displayed toward 

sons and daughters;  the four conservatism fac to rs  of f a th e rs  and mothers 

(Coloured and White s ep a ra te ly ) .  These four being, 1 Contro l ' ,  1Ethno- 

centricism ', 'Anti-hedonism' and 'Social Acceptance/Conformity'; Race 

and Sex I and Sex 2 (male and female) of each-of the four groups of 

children.

Table 2 shows the r e s u l t  of the mult iple  regression analys is  fo r  the 

dependent va r iab le  Ch i ld ren 's  Sex Knowledge and the independent var iab les  

as specified  above.

The most important p red ic to r  of c h i ld re n ' s  sex knowledge in th i s  

study is  Coloured mothers' d iscip linarian  s ty le ,  which shows a negative 

relationship to their  children's sex knowledge. This independent 

variable accounts for 29% of the variance in the dependent variable.

Both the enter ing value (£ = 119,78) and. the £  value in the  f ina l  equation 

(F * 37,29) (p <,01) are s ig n if ica n t.

The var iab le  f a th e r s '  pro tect iveness  toward sons accounts fo r  a 

f u r th e r  2% of the variance in sex knowledge. Both the enter ing £  value 

(10,84) and the f ina l  £  value (14,13) a re  s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the 1% le v e l .

Coloured Mothers' indulgence r e l a t e s  negat ively to t h e i r  daughters '  

sex knowledge. The £  value in the f ina l  equation is  s ig n i f i c a n t  ( F = 5,86; 

p < ,05) . Coloured mothers' pro tec t iveness  has a pos i t ive  re la t io n sh ip  

with the daughters' sex knowledge (£ = 5,65 to en te r  equation and 

F = 5,65, p < ,05 in the f ina l  eq u a t io n ) .



Coloured mothers1 indulgence and pro tect iveness  each con tr ibu te

only 1% to the variance In sex knowledge.

The s ix  s ig n if ica n t  variables below in combination account for 35% 

of the  variance in c h i ld r e n ' s  sex knowledge, and the co r re la t ion  co­

e f f i c i e n t ,  R* i s  ,35.

TABLE 2

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR THE DEPENDENT 
VARIABLE CHILDREN'S SEX KNOWLEDGE

Independent
variable
enter ing 
equation

Step B value in 
f ina l  

equation

R2 Increase 
in R"

F

Entering t- i nal

In te rcep t 12,29

Coloured 
Mothers'
Disci pi ine

1 -  ,18 ,29 114.78** 37,29**

Fathers '  Pro­
tec t iveness  
towards Sons

2 -  ,05 ,31 ,02 10,84** 14,13**

Coloured 
Mothers' Social 
Acceptance

3 - ,62 ,33 ,02 8,54** 10,03**

Mothers' Pro­
tec t iveness  
towards 
Daughters

3 ,33 ,00 13,68** -

(re
f

)laced by Colo 
nal equation)

i red Mot i e r s ' Prote ct iveness in

Coloured 
Mothers' 
Indulguence

4 ,08 ,34 ,01 1,76 5,86*

Coloured 
Mothers1 
Protectiveness

5 ,09 ,35 ,01 5,65* 5,65*
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Table 3 shows the r e su l t s  of the mult ip le  regression analys is  fo r  

the dependent va r iab le  ‘Children 's  Religious Conservatism' with the 

independent var iab les  as enumerated below.

The most s ig n i f i c a n t  p red ic to r  of c h i ld re n ' s  r e l ig io u s  conservatism 

is  Race. Coloured chi ldren  score s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more highly than Whites 

on t h i s  f a c to r .  The B value in the  f ina l  equation i s  ,82 and the  In te rcep t  

value i s  - ,04 .  F_ value to en ter  the equation i s  93,48 and in the f ina l  

equation F_ = 86,11, showing s ign i f icance  a t  the ,01 lev e l .

Mothers' r e jec t io n  towards g i r l s  con tr ibu tes  3% to the var iance of  

c h i ld re n ' s  r e l ig ious  conservatism. The F value (13,65) p < ,01, is  s ig ­

n i f i c a n t  to en te r ,  but does not appear in the f ina l  equation.

Fathers '  anti-hedonism accounts for  a 3% increase  in the variance 

of c h i ld re n ' s  r e l ig io u s  conservatism. £  value to enter  the equation is  

10,46 and in the f i n a l  equation F = 11,16 p < ,01.

Mothers' r e je c t in g  ch i ld - rea r in g  s ty l e  has a s ig n i f i c a n t  negative 

r e la t io n  to c h i ld r e n ' s  r e l ig ious  f a c to r .  £  value is  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the 

,01 level to en te r  the equation (£ = 9,86) and in the f in a l  equation 

(F = 12,77).

Mothers' d i s c ip l in a r i a n  s ty l e  shows a pos i t ive  r e la t io n sh ip  to 

t h i s  f a c to r .  £  = 12,17 when enter ing the equation and £  = 12,47 p < ,01 

in the f ina l  equat ion.

The pred ic to r  var iab les  below in combination account fo r  33% of 

the variance of c h i ld re n ' s  re l ig ious  conservatism and the R2 is  ,33.
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TABLE 3

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR THE DEPENDENT 
VARIABLE CHILDREN'S RELIGIOUS CONSERVATISM

Independent
va r iab le

Step B value in 
f  i nal

R2 Increase 
in Rf

F

enter ing
equation

equation To en ter Final

In te rcep t - ,04

Race 1 ,82 ,24 93,48** 86,11**

Mothers' Rejec­
t ion towards 
Daughters

2 - ,01 ,27 ,03 13,65** -

White Fathers' 
Anti-hedonism 3 ,16 ,30 ,03 10,46** .11,16**

Mothers1 
Rejection 4 -  ,02 ,32 ,02 9,86** 12,17**

Mothers' Dis­
c i p l i n e  towards 
Daughters

4 ,01 ,32 ,00 12,17** 12,47**

White Mothers' 
Anti-hedonism 5 -  ,09 ,33 ,01 3,76 3,76

... .......

** p < ,01

Table 4 shows the r e s u l t s  of the mul tiple  regression analys is  fo r  the 

dependent var iable  'C h i ld ren 's  Ethnocentricism1. Coloured mothers' d is -  

ciplinarian s ty le  enters the equation f i r s t ,  s ig n if ica n t  at the ,01 

level (F = 20,30). However, Coloured fathers' disciplinarianism  replaces 

t h i s  in the final equation. Coloured f a th e r s '  d i s c ip l in a r i a n  s ty le  has 

s ign i f icance  a t  the ,01 level (F = 15,34) to en te r  the equation, and 

— 11»21 in the f ina l  equation.  Coloured fathers' r e jec t in g  s ty l e  is

s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the ,01 level to en ter  (£ = 9,99) and in the f ina l  

equation (F = 6 ,8 1 ) ,  and contributes 3% to the variance of ch ildren's  

e thnocentr icism, but has a negative r e l a t io n sh ip  to th i s  variable
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Fathers '  r e je c t in g  s ty l e  shows a negative r e la t io n s h ip  to t h e i r  

sons'  e thnocentr ic ism, and the £  value fo r  the variable is s i g n i f i c a n t  

a t  the ,05 confidence level fo r  r a th  the entrance in to  the equation 

(F = 4,51) and appearance in the final equation (£  = 4*07)

Mothers' indulgence towards g i r l s  shows a negative r e la t io n s h ip  to 

th e ir  re lig iou s  conservatism and the F values are s ig n if ica n t  a t  the ,01 

confidence l e v e l . To en te r  the equation (F = 11,09) and in the final 

equation (£  » 14,18).

Fathers' indulgence contributes 1% to the variance o f ch ildren's  

ethnocentricism, but does not have s ig n if ica n t  £  r a t io s .

The variables below in combination account for  15% o f  the variance 

of children's  ethnocentricism and R* is  ,15.

TABLE 4

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR THE DEPENDEN" 
VARIABLE CHILDREN'S ETHNOCENTRICISM

Independent
variable
entering
equation

Step B value in 
final  

equation

R* | Increase 
in R*

F

To en te r Final

Intercept ,49

Coloured
Mothers'
D iscipline

1 *02 ,07 20,30**

Mothers' Ind­

(Re
D

)laced in f in  
Iscip line)

il equati( >n by Colot red Fathe»rs'

ulgence to ­
wards Daughters

2 - ,02 ,10 ,03 11,09** 14,18**

Coloured
Fathers'
Disci p i ine
Coloured

2 ,03 ,10 ,00 15,34** 11,21**

Fathers '
Rejection

3 -,03 ,13 ,03 9,99** 6,81*

Fathers' Rei-
ect ion  to ­
wards Sons

4 - ,o i ,14 ,01 4,51* 4,07*

Fathers'
Indulgence 5 -,01 ,15 ,01 3,52 3,52
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Table 5 shows the r e su l t s  of the mult ip le  regression ana lys is  fo r  

the dependent var iable  'C h i ld ren 's  Social Acceptance/Conformity' and 

the independent va r iab les .  Mothers' d isci p i inarianism enters  the equation 

f i r s t  and accounts fo r  5% of the variance in the dependent va r iab le .  The 

£  value for  t h i s  var iable  is  s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the ,01 confidence level fo r  

both entrance in to  the equation (_F = 13,95) and appearance in the f ina l  

equation (£ = 9,21).

Mothers' re jec t ing  s ty le  contr ibutes  2$ to the variance of c h i ld re n ' s  

social acceptance and shows a s ig n i f i c a n t  negat ive  r e la t io n sh ip  to th i s  

var iab le .  £  = 8,90 to enter  the equation and £  = 8,08 in the  f ina l  

equat ion . (p < ,01).

Mbits f a th e r s '  social  conformity con tr ibu tes  1% to  the variance and 

has a s ig n i f i c a n t  negative co r re la t io n  with t h e i r  c h i ld re n ' s  social 

acceptance. £  = 5,66 to  en te r  the equation and £  = 5,93 in the f ina l  

equation (p < ,05).

Fathers '  pro tect iveness  towards sons shows a pos i t ive  r e la t io n sh ip  

with social acceptance, but the IF values are not s ig n i f i c a n t .
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T*BLE 5

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR DEPEMBBBT
VARIABLE CHILDREN'S SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE/COMFOSMITY

Independent Step B value in 
final 

equation

R2 Increase
A n  D E

F
var iab le
en te r ing
equation

i n  k

To enter Final

Intercept 5 , 0 1

Mothers1 
Disci piine

Mothers' 
Rejection

1

2

,02

- ,02

,05

,07 ,02

13,95**

8,90**

9,21**

8,08

Mothers' 
Imdulgence to ­
wards Sons

3
COo1 , 1 0 ,03 7,77** 9,99**

White Fathers '  
Social Con- 
formity

4 - ,  14 , 1 1 ,01 5,66* 5,93

F a th e r s1 Pro- 
tactiveness  to* 
Wards Sons

5 . 0 1 ,13 ,02 3,81 3,81

* p < ,05
** p < ,01

Table 6 shows the r e s u l t s  of the mult ip le  regression analys is  fo r  

t h e  dspamdant var iab le  'Childrmm's Sexual Conservatism' and the indep- 

endant var iab les .

Coloured mothers' d i s c ip l in a r i a n  s ty le  i s  the f i r s t  pred ic to r  to 

en te r  the equation. Both the value to en ter  the equation (F = 45,48) and 

the value in the f ina l  equation (£  <= 20,60) are  s ig n i f i c a n t  (p < ,01) .

This independent var iab le  bears a pos i t ive  re la t io n sh ip  to ch i ld re n ' s  

sexual conservatism.

Mothers1 re jec t in g  s ty le  shows a negat ive r e la t io n sh ip  to c h i ld re n ' s  

sexual conservatism, and contr ibu tes  1% to  the variance of sexual 

conservatism. However, the £  r a t io s  to en ter  and in the f ina l  equation are 

not s ig n i f i c a n t .



Coloured mothers ' protect iveness  shows a negmtime W la td o * # # #  to 

c h i ld re n ' s  sexual conservatism (_F = 4,37) p < ,05 in the- f d m l  eipatioin.

Coloured mothers' and Coloured f a th e r s '  ant i-hedem sii; aae-h can t r i b u t e  

1% to the variance of sexual conservatism, but norm of th e  £  r a t i o s  is  

sign ifican t. The relationship of mothers' anti-badoRisw to  children's 

sexual conservatism is  positive and fathers' esti^ W m ism  Ba#t4*e.

TABLE 6
MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FDR THE DEFERBERT 

VARIABLE CHILDREN'S SEXUAL GQmBNKTISM

Independent 
var iable  
an taring
equation

Step B value in 
final 

equation

R* lacpoaam 
in R*

F

Toaater ' Fim l

In te rcep t 5 ,02
: :

Coloured
Mothers'
p i s c i p l  ine

1 ,04 ,13 45,48**
r  ■ ■

Mothers'
Rejection 2 -,01 ,14 i ,01

Coloured 
Mothers' Pro-
tec t iveness

3 -»Q2 ,15 ,01 3^9 4,37*

Coloured
Fathers '  Anti- 
hedontsm

4 -,Q8 ,16 ,01 2^ 7

Coloured
Mothers' Anti- 
he don ism

5 ,07 ,17 ,01 1,78

* p < ,05
** p < ,01

Table 7 shows the results of the multiple regressiaa emmly*# for tW

dependent var iab le  'Chi ld ren 's  Puni t iveness ' with the prwimm&ynmmW 

independent var iab les .

The f i r s t  p red ic to r  to en te r  the equation is  Coloured moShsrs1 srr irt -  

hedonism. This p red ic tor  con tr ibu tes  Z% to  the variance of  chiTdmm^'S



punitiveness  and has an F_ value of 5,40 to en te r  the equation and 

F = 5,27 p < ,05 in the f ina l  equation.

The other  predic tors  together  con tr ibu te  only a f u r th e r  3% to the 

variance of c h i ld re n ' s  pun i t iveness . These are f a th e r s '  protect iveness  

(negative r e l a t i o n s h i p ) , f a th e r s '  d i s c ip l in e ,  Coloured f a th e r s '  a n t i -  

hedonism (pos i t ive ly  re la ted )  and mothers' pro tec t iveness  towards g i r l s  

(negatively r e l a t e d ) .  None of these var iab les  have s ig n i f i c a n t  £  values 

to enter  the equation or in the f ina l  equation.

TABLE 7
M U L T IP L E  R E G R E S S IO N  A N A L Y S IS  FOR TH E D EPEN D EN T  

V A R IA & L E  C H IL D R E N 'S  P U N IT IV E N E S S

Independent Step B value in 
f ina l  

equation

R2 Increase 
in R*

F
Y#r Lay 1e
entering
equation

To en ter Final

Intercept
$&lowred
Mothers1 Anti- 
hedonism

5

1

,19

, 1 2 ,02 5,40* 5,14*

Fathers' Rej­
ection towards
Ions

2 , 01 ,03 , 01 3,13 2,39

Mothers' Pro- 
tactlveness to-
wards daughter?

3 - , 01 ,03 1,84 2,05

Coloured 
Fathers '  Anti- 
hedonism

4 - ,07 ,04 , 01 1,41 1,37

F a th e r s1 
Protectivena## 5 - , 0 1 ,04 ,00 2,51 2,45
Fathers'
Discip l ine 5 , 01 ,05 ,01 2,45 2,45

* p < ,05

Table 8 shows the r e s u l t s  of the mult iple  regression analys is  fo r  

the ' Global f "nse rva t i sm 1 score and the independent va r iab les .

The f i r s t  p red ic to r  var iable  to en ter  the equation is  again Coloured 

mothers' d i sc ip l ia n r ian  s ty l e .  This accounts for  23% of the variance in



the to ta l  conservatism score. The £_ value (90,30) to en te r  the equation 

and the _F value in the f ina l  equation (64,83) are s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the \%

1 e v e ! .

Mothers' r e jec t in g  s ty le  bears a negative re la t io n sh ip  to c h i ld re n ' s  

to.'al conservatism score and contr ibu tes  4% to the variance.  The F_ value 

to en te r  the equation is 16,15 and in the f ina l  equation i t  is 20,56 

(p < , 0 1 ) .

Coloured mothers' social  acceptance con tr ibu tes  2% of  the variance 

in the dependent var iab le  and is  s ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the 1% level both to en te r  

the equation (£ = 8,62) and in the f ina l  equation (F = 7,27),

Mothers' d i sc ip l in a r i a n  s ty le  bears a pos i t ive  r e la t io n sh ip  to  the 

dependent var iab le  and contr ibu tes  a f u r th e r  2% of the variance.  F to 

en te r  the equation is  5,36 and in the f ina l  equation F = 11,83 (p '< ,01).

Race is  a very important p red ic to r  of conservatism in t h i s  regression 

ana lys is ,  (F = 38,08 to en ter  and £  = 38,08 in the f ina l  equation (p < ,01)) 

Coloured chi ldren  score s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more highly than White ch i ldren  on 

global conservatism. Fathers '  indulgence shows a negative re la t io n sh ip  

to children's to ta l  conservatism score. £  = 4,10 in the f ina l  equation 

(p < ,05).

—  ^  ^   ---
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TABLE 8

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR THE DEPENDENT
VARIABLE CHILDREN'S GLOBAL CONSERVATISM SCORE

Independent
variable
entering
equation

Step B value in 
f ina l  

equation

R* Increase 
in R'

F

* To enter Final

Intercept 5 46,97

Coloured
Mothers'
Discipl ine

1 ,36 ,23 90,30** 64,83**

Mothers'
Rejection 2 -,41 ,27 ,04 16,15** 20,56**

Coloured 
Mothers' Social 
Acceptance

3 1,87 ,29 ,02 8,62** 7,27**

Mothers'
Discipline 4 ,32 ,31 ,02 5,36* 11,83**

Coloureds 5 8,11 ,32 ,01 49,38** 38,08**

Fathers'
Indulgence 5 -,17 ,32 ,00 4,10* 4,10*

* p < ,05
** p < ,01

Table 9 shows the resu lts  of the multiple regression analysis for  

the dependent variable 'Teenage Sexual Restrictiveness' and the

previously named independent v a r iab le s .

The Coloured g ir ls  score  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more highly than the o ther  

three groups of children on th is  variable. This group accounts for 17%

of the variance in teenage r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .  F = 59,57 to en te r  the

equation and F = 43,31 in the f ina l  equation (p < ,01).

The next predictor variable to enter is  Coloured mothers' rejecting

sty le  toward sons, and this s ty le  bears a negative relationship to the ir  

sons teenage rescrictiveness  and account for a further 5% of uhe variance 

of the dependent variable. F = 19,91 to enter the equation and F « 26,73



in the f ina l  equation (p < ,01).

Mothers' r e jec t ing  s ty le  towards g i r l s  a lso  bears a negative r e l ­

a t ionsh ip  to teenage r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . F = 5,23 to en ter  the equation 

(p < ,05) and F = 8,85 (p < ,01) in the f ina l  equation.

Mothers' indulgence towards sons shows a s ig n i f i c a n t  pos i t ive  

r e la t io n sh ip  to teenage r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  and accounts f o r  a fu r th e r  Z% of 

the variance,  F = 7,22 to en ter  the equation but does not appear in the 

f ina l  equation.

The boys' score is  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  lower on teenage r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  

than the g i r l s '  score (_F = 14,11) in the f ina l  equation (p < ,01),

Coloured mothers' anti-hedonism is  p o s i t ive ly  re la ted  to c h i ld re n ' s  

teenage r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s .  F_ -  3,96 in the f ina l  equation (p < ,05).

The var iab les  in combination account fo r  26% of the variance of 

teenage sexual r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .

T A B L E  9

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR THE DEPENDENT 
VARIABLE CHILDREN'S TEENAGE SEXUAL RESTRICTIVENESS

Independent 
var iab le  
entering  
equation

Step B value in 
f ina l

equation

R* Increase 
in R»

F

To enter Final

Intercept 5 - ,34 .

Coloured g i r l s 1 - ,78 ,17 59,57** 43,31**

Mothers1 
Rejection t o ­
wards Sons

2 - ,03 ,22 ,05 19,91** 23,73**

Mothers' Ind­
ulgence t o ­
wards Sons

3 ,03 ,24 ,02 7,22** -

Mothers' 
Rejection t o ­
wards Daughters

4 - ,03 ,25 ,01 5,23* 8,85**

Coloured 
Mothers' Anti­
hedonism

5 ,10 ,26 ,01 3,80 3,96

Boys 5 ,85 ,26 ,00 14,11** 14,11**
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Table 10 shows the r e s u l t s  of the mult iple  regression analys is  for  

the dependent var iab le  'Teenage Sexual Ethnocentricism1 and the 

previously named independent var iab les .

The f i r s t  independent var iable  to enter  the equation,  accounting fo r  

13% of the variance in teenage sexual ethnocentricism is  Race, uoloureds 

show s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more teenage sexual ethnocentricism than Whites.

^  = 42,45 to enter the equation and F = 33,84 in the f in a l equation 

(p < ,01).

Coloured mothers' social acceptance bears a negative relationship to

teenage sexual ethnocentricism.  The F value to  enter  the equation i s  5,60 

(p < ,05),  and i t  does not appear in the f ina l  equation.

Coloured f a th e rs '  d i s c ip l in e  is p o s i t ive ly  re la ted  to t h e i r

children's sexual ethnocentricism. F = 15,42 to enter the equation" and

2  = 13,57 in the final equation (p < ,01). However, White fathers' d is-

c i p l ine Is s ig n i f i c a n t ly  hut negat ively re la ted  to t h e i r  c h i ld re n ' s  

teenage sexual ethnocentr icism and contr ibu tes  1% to the variance of th i s  

dependent var iab le .  F = 31,18 to enter  and £  = 13,81 in the f in a l  equation 

(p < ,01).

Fathers '  indulgence towards g i r l s  is negat ively re la ted  to teenage 

sexual ethnocentr icism. F i s  s ig n i f i c a n t  in the  final  equation (£ = 6,10) 

(p < ,01),

Coloured mothers' r e jec t ing  s ty le  towards daughters is s ig n i f i c a n t ly  

and p o s i t ive ly  re la ted  to teenage sexual ethnocentr icism. (F = 4,14) in 

the f ina l  equation (p < ,05),  but th i s  does not con tr ibu te  to the 

variance in teenage sexual ethnocentricism.

The above s ix  predic tors  account fo r  19% of the variance in teenage 

sexual ethnocentr icism.



TABLE 10

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS FOR iHE DEPENDENT
VARIABLE TEENAGE SEXUAL ETHNOGENTRICISM

Independent
var iab le
enter ing
equation

Step B value in 
f in a l  

equation

R3 Increase 
in R=

F

To enter Final

In te rcep t 5 1,13 .

Coloureds 1 -1,79 ,13 42,45** 33,84**

Coloured 
Mothers1 Social 
Acceptance

2 - ,10 ,14 ,01 5,60* -

Coloured
F a the rs1 
Disci piine

3 ,04 ,15 ,01 15,42** 13,57**

'
Fathers'
Discipline n - ,03 ,17 ,02 12,86** 13,81**

F a t h e r s 1 Ind­
ulgence to ­
wards Daughters

4 -,01 ,19 ,02 2,09 : 6,19**,

Col oured 
Mothers' Rej­
ection towards 
Daughters

5 ,01 ,19 ,00 4,14* 4,14*

* p < ,05
** p < ,01

Sources of S e y a l  Information

The responses to these  questions were analysed non-parametr ical ly  

using Chi-squared s t a t i s t i c s .  X2 is a measure of the depar ture  of obtained 

frequencies  from the frequencies  expected by chance, and t e s t s  fo r  

equal i ty  between groups.

There was a s ig n i f i c a n t  d i f fe rence  between Whites and Coloureds in 

the number of children report ing information received from mothers or 

f a th e rs  or both. X_2 (1) = 8,77, p = ,032. Approximately the same number in 

both groups report  receiving information from mothers and from f a th e r s ,
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with more Whites report ing  receiving information from both p a ren ts , and 

more Coloureds giving no answer to th i s  item.

S ig n i f ican t  d i f ferences  again appear in the  response to  the question 

of information received from peers a t  primary school and a t  high school ;

X- (1) = 9,66, p = .021, with Whites report ing more information among 

f r ien d s .  White children report  a t tending more ‘organised sex education 

l e c t u r e s ' ; X2f 1) = 31,41, p = ,000. Whites again repor t  receiving more 

information from books than do Coloureds; X2(1) = 9,57, p = ,008. Like­

wise Whites r ep o r t  more information from magazines; X2 (1) = 8,36,  

p = ,015. Factual sources provide more information f o r  Whites; X2( t )  = 16,91, 

p = ,000, as well as f i c t i o n  sources ; X2 (1) = 16,52, p = ,000.

Whites score s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more highly on the  sex knowledge sca le .

Mean score f o r  Whites i s  11,61, fo r  Coloureds M = 8,29; £  = 113,08, 

df  = 1,297, p < ,001. The f a c t  t h a t  Whites repor t  receiving more informa­

t ion  from a l l  sources c i t e d  above may account f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  they 

score  more highly on the  sex knowledge sca le .  Clearly the Whites in t h i s  

study are the more advantaged group, in t h a t  they have more f a c i l i t i e s  

ava i lab le  to  them, t h e i r  parents have more education (See Table 11), 

t h e i r  l i b ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s  are superior  and l i t e r a t u r e  i s  general ly  more 

ava i lab le  to them.

TABLE 11

T A B L E  O F O C C U PA T IO N  A N A L Y SE D  
BY R A C IA L  GROUP

Occupation Whi te Col cured

Higher professional 41 1
Professional Technical 44 28
Other non-manual 14 35
Ski l led  manual 7 18
Semi-skilled manual 0 36
Unskilled 0 3
Housewife 40 39
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The Relat ionship of Age to ch i ld re n ' s  var iab les

White males show a s ig n i f i c a n t  increase in sex knowledge with age 

( r (71 ) = ,52, p = ,000); however, as t h e i r  sex knowledge increases ,  

conservatism decreases ( r (7 1 ) = - ,25 ,  p = ,018); conservatism does not 

change s ig n i f i c a n t ly  with age (r(71) = - ,18 ,  p = ,067). Age shows a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  negative r e la t io n sh ip  with teenage■sexual - r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  f o r  

White males (R(71) -  - ,58 ,  p = ,000), while teenage sexual' ethnocentr ic ism 

shows a pos i t ive  r e la t io n sh ip  with age in t h i s  group of subjec ts  

(r(71) = ,45, p = ,000).

For White females as sex knowledge increases conservatism decreases 

(r(74) = - ,20 ,  p = ,049); sex knowledge increases with age (r(74) = ,22, 

p = ,028).  However, in con t ras t  to White males,  conservatism decreases 

as age increases (r(74)  = - ,2 0 ,  p = ,049).  teenage sexual r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  

shows a negative re la t io n sh ip  with age (r(74) = -,491 , p = ,000) and 

teenage sexual e thnocentr ic ism shows a pos i t ive  re la t io n sh ip  with age 

(r(74) = ,129, p = ,001).

The Coloured group, both male and female, show re la t ionsh ips  between 

sex knowledge and conservatism. For males as sex knowledge increases ,  so 

conservatism decreases (r(69)  = - ,2 7 ,  p = ,007). In t h i s  group sex know­

ledge does not increase  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  with age for  males and females.  The 

r e la t io n sh ip  between age and teenage sexual r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  f o r  Coloured 

males i s  a negative one (r(69) = - ,05 ,  p = ,000); between age and teenage 

sexual e ' thnocentricism there  is  a pos i t ive  r e la t ionsh ip  ( r (8 1 ) = ,46, 

p = ,001).  For Coloured females,  as sex knowledge in c reases , conservatism 

decreases ( r ( 1 1) = - ,2 7 ,  p = ,007).  The r e la t io n sh ip  between teenage 

sexual r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  and age is negative (r(81) = - ,5 2 ,  p = ,000), and 

t h a t  between teenage sexual ethnocentricism and age i s  pos i t ive  (r(18) = ,27, 

p = ,007),  thus showing the same type of re la t ionsh ips  as are evident  in 

the o ther  three groups.



Differences between boys and g i r l s

Differences emerge between males and females in several  a reas .  

Gir ls  score more highly than boys on sex knowledge (M = 10,31 fo r  g i r l s  

and M = 9,50 for  boys (£ = 4,94, df = 1,297, p < ,03).

In the regression analys is  Coloured females emerge as the group 

highest  on teenage sexual r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  and males emerge as l e s s  

r e s t r i c t i v e  than females.  In the ana lys is  of var iance,  males emerge as 

s ig n i f i c a n t ly  less  r e s t r i c t i v e  than females (£  = 17,92, df = 1,297, 

p < ,000) but the two sexes are not s ig n i f i c a n t ly  d i f f e r e n t  on teenage 

sexual ethnocentr icism.



DISCUSSION

One of the p r inc ip le  aims of th i s  research was to examine some of 

the processes by which a t t i t u d e s  are transmit ted  from parents to t h e i r  

ch i ld ren .  In p a r t i c u la r ,  i t  was intended to examine whether parental 

ch i ld - rea r ing  s ty le s  and psychological conservatism bear a re la t io n sh ip  

to c h i ld re n ' s  sexual a t t i t u d e s  and knowledge. By using a c ro ss -cu l tu ra l  

research method, i t  i s  possible  to inves t iga te  whether d if ferences  are  

apparent between the two groups s tudied in the transmission of a t t i t u d e s .  

As s ta t e d  e a r l i e r  (see In troduc t ion) ,  the prime motive fo r  conducting 

c ross -cu l tu ra l  research is  the concern t h a t  theor ie s  have universal 

a p p l i c a b i l i t y  (Maipass, 1977), A fu r th e r  aim was to examine the d i f f e r in g  

a ffec ts  of fathers and mothers on their  sons and daughters.

Because of the several d ifferent issues  involved in the study, each 

will be discussed separa te ly .

The Prediction of Chi ldren 's  Sexual A tt i tudes  and Knowledge 
from Parental At t i tudes  . _______ _________________ _______

The research has demonstrated pos i t ive  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of ch i ld re n ' s  

sexual a t t i t u d e s  and knowledge from parental a t t i t u d e s .  Each of the 

dependent var iab les  and i t s  pred ic tors  wil l  be examined ind iv idua l ly .

Children 's  Sex Knowledge

The s t ronges t  p red ic tor  of  c h i ld re n ' s  sex knowledge in t h i s  study 

is  Coloured mothers' d i s c ip l in a r i a n  s ty l e ,  which shows a negat ive r e l ­

a t ionship  to children's sex knowledge. Therefore, among Coloured ch i ld ren ,  

sex knowledge is  l ik e ly  to be lower in those famil ies  where the mother 

is  strongly d i s c ip l in a r i a n  or ,  to a l e s s e r  ex tent ,  indulgent .  Coloured 

mothers' social acceptance/conformity i s  a lso  negat ively related to  sex 

knowledge. South Africa has been shown to be an a u th o r i t a r ian  cu l tu re  

(Orpen, 1975) with a strong re l ig ious  e th ic  prevai l ing  (Barling & Evans, 

1978; Michener, 1978; Loubser, 1978). I t  is  not so c ia l ly  acceptable  to



discuss  sexual matters openly with ch i ld ren ,  and children of parents 

high on South African conformity may have lower sex knowledge. This may 

be due to the b e l i e f ,  widespread among p a re n ts , t h a t  increasing the 

amount of  sexual information to teenagers leads to sexual experimentation. 

Strongly d i sc ip l in a r i a n  mothers,  high on social conformity, would d i s ­

approve of  any overt display  or discussion of sexual i ty  or sexual matters .  

They might punish or in any other  way in h i b i t  such behaviour, p ra c t i s in g  

the  habit  of non - labe l l ing ,  mis- labe l l ing  or showing disapproval (Gagnon 

& Simon, 1973). However, Coloured mothers' p ro tect iveness  co r re la te s  

with increased sex knowledge in t h e i r  daughters.  This may be due to 

these  mothers increasing the  amount of sexual information given t h e i r  

daughters in an attempt to  p ro te c t  aga ins t  sexual experimentation. In 

con t ras t  to th is  i s  the f inding th a t  fathers' protect iveness  in both 

cultural groups c o r re la te s  with reduced sex knowledge of their  sons.

Apart from White f a th e r s '  protect iveness  co r re la t in g  negat ively with t h e i r  

sons' sex knowledge, the re  are no fu r th e r  co r re la t io n s  between the  

dependent and independent var iab les  in the White group.

Children 's  Sexual Conservatism

Coloured mothers' d i s c ip l in e  co r re la te s  with sexual conservatism in 

t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  again emphasising the s t r e s s  on s t r i c t  rules  and punish­

ments and an t i -h e d o n is t i c  b e l i e f s .  Mothers' r e jec t ion  in both groups leads 

to lower conservatism (sexua l ) ,  suggesting the seeking of a f f i l i a t i o n  

outs ide the family and g rea te r  vu ln e rab i l i ty  to outside models. Coloured 

mothers who are p ro tec t ive  will  also have children who are less  sexual ly 

conservat ive.  Perhaps the same hypothesis may be advanced here as in the 

case of increased sex knowledge from pro tec t ive  mothers. That i s ,  in 

having g rea te r  sex knowledge, a t t i t u d e s  become more l i b e r a l .  There is  a 

suggestion th a t  Coloured mothers' and f a th e r s '  anti-hedonism is  r e la ted



discuss sexual matters openly with ch i ld ren ,  and children of parents 

high on South African conformity may have lower sex knowledge. This may 

be due to the b e l i e f ,  widespread among parents ,  t h a t  increasing: the 

amount of sexual information to  teenagers leads to sexual experimentation. 

Strongly d i s c ip l in a r i a n  mothers, high on social conformity, would d i s ­

approve of any over t disp lay or discuss ion of sexua l i ty  or sexual mat ters .  

They might punish or in any other  way i n h i b i t  such behaviour, p rac t i s ing  

the hab i t  of non- labe l l ing ,  m is - labe l l ing  or showing disapproval (Gagnon 

& Simon, 1973). However, Coloured mothers' pro tect iveness  co r re la te s  

With increased sex knowledge in t h e i r  daughters . This may be due to 

these  mothers increasing the amount of sexual i  ,t . mation given t h e i r  

daughters in an attempt to  p ro te c t  aga ins t  sexual experimentation:. In 

c o n t ra s t  to t h i s  i s  the finding th a t  f a t h e r s '  protect iveness  in both 

cu l tu ra l  groups co r re la te s  with reduced sex knowledge of t h e i r  sons .

Apart from White f a t h e r s 1 protect iveness  co r re la t in g  negatively  with t h e i r  

sons1 sex knowledge, there  are no f u r th e r  co r re la t ions  between the 

dependent and independent var iables  in the White group.

Children's Sexual Conservatism

Coloured mothers' d i sc ip l in e  c o r re la te s  with sexual conservatism in 

their  ch i ld ren ,  again emphasising the stress  on s t r i c t  rules  and punish? 

ments and a n t i -h ed o n is t ic  b e l i e f s .  Mothers' r e jec t ion  in both groups leads 

to lower conservatism (sexual) ,  suggesting the seeking of  a f f i l i a t i o n  

outside the family and grea te r  v u ln e ra b i l i ty  to outside model a . Coloured 

mothers who are pro tec t ive  will  a lso have children who are 1 ess sexually  

conservat ive.  Perhaps the same hypothesis may be advanced here as in the 

case of increased sex knowledge from protective mothers. That i s ,  in 

having g re a te r  sex knowledge, a t t i t u d e s  become more l i b e r a l .  There i s  a 

suggestion th a t  Coloured mothers' and f a th e r s '  anti-hedonism is  r e la ted



to c h i ld re n ' s  sexual conservatism, but the l a t t e r  po s i t iv e ly  and the 

former negatively ,  supporting the view th a t  mothers and fa thers  display 

d i f f e r e n t  behaviour towards sons and daughters (Block, 1973, 1979; Kelly 

& Worrell, 1976).

In the White group, only mothers' r e jec t ing  s ty l e  appears , r e l a t in g  

negatively to t h e i r  c h i ld re n ' s  conservatism.

Teenage Sexual Restr ic t iveness

Coloured g i r l s  are the highest  group of the four s tudied on t h i s  

f a c t o r . In view of the strong emergence of Coloured mothers' d i s c i p l i ­

narian s ty le  throughout the an a ly s is ,  t h i s  r e s u l t  is  not unexpected.

S tr ic t  rules and punishments and increased conservatism, with i t s  

preference fo r  the conventional (Wilson, 1973) and i t s  s t r e s s  on soc ia l  

conformity and social acceptance (Barling & Evans, 1978) might lo g ic a lly  

c o r re la t e  with increased r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  in ch i ld ren .  However, Coloured 

mothers' r e jec t ing  s ty le  towards t h e i r  sons leads to reduced r e s t r i c t i v e ­

ness in both groups, supporting the research th a t  has shown th a t  r e jec t ion  

leads to reduced r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  in c h i ld re n ' s  behaviour. Mothers' 

re jec t in g  s ty le  towards g i r l s ,  in both the White and the Coloured group, 

shows the same co r re la t io n  as with boys, fo r  the same reasons . However, 

mothers ' indulgence towards sons c o r re l a t e s  with increased r e s t r i c t i v e ­

ness in both cu l tu ra l  groups. Perhaps t h i s  can be ascr ibed to  g rea te r  

id e n t i f i c a t io n  with such mothers, and sons remaining c lose r  to  parental 

s tandards.

Teenage Sexual E thnocentr ic ism

Coloured children are much higher on th i s  f a c to r  than are Whites, 

showing a s tronger r e jec t ion  of parental s tandards. As children become 

higher  on teenage sexual ethnocentr ic ism, the generation gap widens.



This finding is  in the d i rec t ion  hypothesised, because of  the recently  

heightened awareness of Coloured teenagers and their increased res i s tance  

to r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed on them and t h e i r  increasing independence of 

a t t i t u d e  formation (Race Relations News, 1980). Although the a t t i t u d e s  

refe r red  to  above may be mainly p o l i t i c a l ,  t h i s  could r e s u l t  in a general 

withdrawal from parental standards and a t t i t u d e s  in a l l  areas of l i f e .  

Further ,  Coloured mothers' s t r e s s  on socia l conformity/acceptance may 

strengthen t h e i r  c h i ld re n ' s  rejection of adul t  s tandards,  and lead to 

increased teenage sexual ethnocentricism.

Colou -id f a th e r s '  d i sc ip l in e  c o r re la te s  pos i t ive ly  with t h e i r  

c h i ld re n ' s  teenage sexual e thnocentr ic ism, but White f a t h e r s '  d i sc ip l in e  

shows a r e la t io n sh ip  with lessened teenage sexual ethnocentr ic is®, showing 

different r e la t io n sh ip s  between the races .

Indulgent f a th e r s '  daughters are lower on th i s  dimension.

However, in accord with previous f indings  in th is  s tudy,  Coloured 

mothers' rejection correlates with increased teenage sexual ethhocentrictsm. 

This is  to be expected, s ince an increase in t h i s  factor means a g rea ter  

d is tance from parental s tandards ,  which has been shown to  be the case 

with re jec t ing  a t t i t u d e s  of parents.

In the White group, f a th e r s '  d i s c ip l in e  and f a th e r s '  indulgence 

towards daughters both correlate negatively with teenage sexual ath&o- 

centr ic ism.

Parental Att i tudes  and Children 's  Social Att itudes

The dependent var iables  ch i ld re n 's  Religious Conservatism, Ethno­

centr ic ism,  Social Conformity/Acceptance, Punitiveness and the global 

Conservatism score and th e i r  predictors will be discussed.  Social 

a t t i t u d e s  have been shown to co r re la te  highly with sexual a t t i t u d e s  

(Eysenck, 1976; S tap les ,  1978). Further ,  many of the items per ta in  to



sexual a t t i t u d e s  and to issues concerned with sex-ro le  id e n t i ty ,  such as 

women ju d g e s ' ,  ' d ivorce ' and 1 playing d o c to r s ' .  Therefore, an analys is  

of parental and c h i ld re n ' s  co r re la t ions  on these var iables  will  add a 

further dimension to the prediction of children's attitudes from 

parental a t t i t u d e s .

Children 's  Religious Conservatism

Mothers' rejecting s ty le  correlates with reduced relig ious con-

servatism in chi ldren of both cul tura l  groups. Thus, wh^n mothers disp lay 

r e j e c t io n ,  t h e i r  children become less  r e l ig ious  and conservat ive,  and less  

bel ieving in such items as obedience, saying prayers and b ib le  reading, 

ind ica t ing  perhaps g rea te r  independence and g rea te r  secu r i ty .  However, 

the abandonment of such relig ious controls could lead to more Permissive­

ness and seeking of a f f i l ia t io n  outside the family, as a rebb.lion against  

parents .  Conversely, mothers' d i sc ip l in a r ian  s ty l e  co r re la te s  with 

increased re l ig ious  conservatism in both groups of chi ldren .  Fathers '  

anti-hedonism also increases re l ig ious  conservatism, as hypothesised. 

Religious b e l ie f s  a re ,  to some extent ,  an t i -h e d o n is t i c .

Chi 1dren1s Ethnocentiicjsm

Co loured mothers' d i sc ip l in a r ian  s ty l e  again predic ts  increased 

ethnocentricism in ch i ld ren ,  as does Coloured fathers' discipl inar iam 'sm.

Both Coloured fathers' rejecting s ty le  and fathers' rejecting s ty le  

in general towards t h e i r  sons shows a negative r e la t ionsh ip  with ethno­

cen t r ic  i sm, again supporting the theory th a t  re jec t io n  may r e s u l t  in 

children becoming more vulnerable  to outside models and inf luences ,  

perhaps in rebe l l ion  agains t  parents.

Mothers' indulgence towards daughters and fathers' indulgence towards

a l l  children co r re la te s  with lowered ethnocentricism in th e i r  ch i ldren .



This f inding supports the theory tha t  p o s i t s  th a t  chi ldren not brought 

up with rules and punishments and boundaries on t h e i r  behaviour will 

not model such behaviour,  and so will not impose these boundaries and 

restr ict ion s  on others (Bandura, 1977).

In the White group, only mothers' indulgent  s ty l e  is  negat ively 

related for females, and fathers' rejecting s ty le  i s  negatively related  

for males, thus showing the more extensive relationships of Coloured 

parents a t t i t u d e s  to those of t h e i r  ch i ld ren .

Children 's  Social Acceptance/Conformity

Mothers' d isc ip lin e  in both groups i s  again strongly evident here, 

correlating p osit ive ly  with social conformity in their  children. Mathers

high on re jec t ion  are more l ike ly  to have children who are less  s o c ia l ly  

conforming and less  concerned about social a cc e p ta b i l i ty .

White fathers' socia l  conformity appears to be modelled by t h e i r  

ch i ldren .

Pro tec t ive  fa thers  are  also more l ik e ly  to have conforming ch i ld ren ,  

thus confirming the theory that these ch i ldren  are impeded from so c ia l i s in g  

adequately.

Indulgent mothers' sons are less  conformist.  Because of the warmth 

and acceptance experienced, these males a re  f ree  to experiment with a 

var ie ty  of behaviours.

Children 's  Punitiveness

Coloured mothers' anti-hedonism re la t e s  pos i t ive ly  to their c h i ld re n ' s  

punit iveness .  Since punitiveness is  measured by items such as ' s t rapp ing  

bad boys' and 'playing pranks', th is  would be a logical connection with 

anti-hedonism. There are no re la t ionsh ips  in the White group.

Fathers' d isc ip l in e  also c o r re la te s  with children's punitiveness  in



Doth groups, but not s igni f i cant ly .

"he Disciplinarian Child-Rearing Style

The influence of the d iscip linarian s ty le  is  particularly marked in

the regression analyses. Further, where th i s  s ty le  appears,  i t  c o r re la te s  

positively with increased conservatism in children, in both groups. The 

only exception to th is  i s  the finding that fathers' d isc ip lin e  correlates  

with reduced teenage sexual ethnocentricism. This finding may be explained 

oy the fa c t  that fathers may have high status in the family and their  

d i sc ip l in e  may be of an a u th o r i t a t i v e  and not an au th o r i t a r ian  nature 

iBaumrind, 1971). This could lead to increased id en tif ica tion  with the 

r a th e r  and thus to less  re je c t io n  of adul t  standards.

ihe negative re la t io n sh ip  between mothers' d i sc ip l in a r i an  s ty le  and 

children s sex knowledge has been explained previously (see discussion on 

Children's Sex Knowledge).

The fa c t  t h a t  the d i s c ip l in a r i a n  s ty le  emerges s trongly  in th i s  

analysis  may be due to the predominance of the d isc ip l in a r ia n  s ty l e  

within an authoritarian culture (Barling & Evans, 1978). This would 

support Bushier and Izard's (1972) finding th a t  more conservative parents 

use more con t ro l l ing  and harsher  ch i ld - rea r ing  p rac t ice s .  A l te rna t ive ly ,  

i t  may be ascribed to the fa c t  that the Discipline and Rejecting scales  

of the MPAS have been shown to be p a r t i c u la r ly  sen s i t iv e  (Brody, 1965,

1969; L i l l ic o ,  1979),

The Rejecting Child-Rearing Style

The e f fe c t  of th i s  s ty l e  is  p a r t i c u la r ly  noteworthy in the present 

research. Besides emerging very frequently in the analyses, i t  must be 

pointed ouc that th is  is  the only attltucb that appears consistently  

across sexes and across races (that i s ,  in 're lig ious conservatism', in
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1 Social Acceptance ' , in ' Sexual Conservatism1 in the global 'Conservatism 

Score1 and in 'Teenage Sexual R e s t r ic t iv e n e s s1).  Rejection has been shown 

to be one of the most detrimental a t t i t u d e s  to the well-being of the 

child  (Hetherington et  a l . ,  1971). I t  has also been shown to be more 

cons is ten t  and stable over time than most parental a t t i t u d e s  (Brody, 1965, 

1969), I t  has been reported th a t  both f a th e rs  and mothers of del inquents 

hold s ig n i f i c a n t ly  more re jec t ing  a t t i t u d e s  towards t h e i r  sons than do 

parents of non-delinquents (Hetherington, 1971; McCord & McCord. 1964).

This might reduce modelling on parents, and since parental warmth i s  not 

experienced by the ch i ld ,  a l t e r n a t iv e  models are sought. In the present  

study, r e jec t ion  shows a negat ive re la t io n sh ip  to  the majori ty  of  var iab les  

with which i t  co r re l a t e s ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h i s  research supports the theory 

t h a t  r e j e c t in g  a t t i t u d e s  may reduce modelling, and t h i s  is  so regardless  

of the  cu l tu ra l  group to which children belong. Further, re je c t in g  a t t i t u d e s ,  

p a t t i c u l a r l y  of the mother, are co r re la ted  with reduced r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  

of children in th is  re sea rch . This finding is  in accord with t h a t  of 

Hetherington a t  a l . ,  (1971) and McCord & McCord v1964), who r ep o r t  more 

i e jec t ing  a t t i t u d e s  in parents of  delinquents  than of normals. However, 

i t  must be noted that the prominence of the rejecting s ty le  may a lso  be 

a t t r i b u t e d  to the f a c t  t h a t  the MPAS Rejecting Scale has been found to 

be a particularly sen sit iv e  instrument (Brody, 1965, 1969). I t  has a lso  

been found to be an ind ica to r  of emotional dis tance between mother and 

c h i ld .  Brody (1965, 1969) also  reported t h a t  both the D isc ip l inar ian  

and Rejecting sub-scales  have been found to be p red ic t ive  of behaviour.

The Pro tec t ive  Child-Rearing Style

This parental s ty le  does not have s ig n i f i c a n t  re la t ionsh ips  with 

children's variables in the analyses described above. This may be due 

to the fact that the MPAS Protective Scale is  not as sen sit iv e  as the



Rejecting or Disciplinarian Scales (Brody, 1.965, 1969; L i l l ico ,  1979), 

or perhaps th is  s tyle  does not have s ign i f ican t  relationships with 

children s sexual a t t i tudes  or knowledge. What is evident here is tha t  

protective fathers  might have sons lower on sex knowledge. This may be 

ascribed to the reason previously mentioned, tha t  orotective fathers  

might wish to lessen the risk of their  sons experimenting with sexual 

knowledge, or may regard them as "children" with l i t t l e  right to  such 

information. The finding that fa the rs '  protectiveness corre la tes  with 

increased social conformity supports the view that protective attidues  

prevent risk-taking in children. Mothers' protectiveness towards males 

corre la tes  with increased teenage sexual r es t r ic t iveness .  All these 

findings support the research tha t  emphasises the negative nature of the 

protective child-rearing style  (Baumrind, 1971; Hurlock, 1975).

The Indulgent Child-Rearing Style

The Indulgent s ty le  correlates negatively with the variables with 

which i t  is  connected in th is  research. For example, fathers' indulgence 

and daughters' teenage sexual ethnocentricism are negatively related.  

Mothers' indulgence re la te s  negatively to the ir  daughters' ethnocentricism. 

The only exception is that indulgent mothers have sons who are  l ike ly  to 

be higher on teenage sexual res tr ic t iven ess .  This may support the theory 

that without boundaries on their behaviour, children may become insecure 

and th is  may lead to greater restr ict iven ess  (Role, 1971). However, in 

both cultural groups, fathers' indulgent s ty le  decreases th e ir  daughters' 

teenage sexual ethnocentricism. Perhaps daughers of indulgent fathers 

feel c loser to adults because they are able to express themselves free ly  

without fear of cr it ic ism  or censure, while experiencing the warmth 

inherent in the indulgent s ty le .  Therefore, they do not so readily re jec t  

adult standards and in st i tu t io n s ,  such as marriage and the family unit.



Rejecting or D isc ip l inar ian  Scales (Brody, 1965, 1969; L i l l i c o ,  1979), 

or perhaps th is  s ty le  does not have s ig n i f i c a n t  re la t ionsh ips  with 

ch i ld re n ' s  sexual a t t i t u d e s  or knowledge. What is  evident here is  t h a t  

p ro tec t ive  fa thers  might have sons lower on sex knowledge. This may be 

ascr ibed to the reason previously mentioned, t h a t  p ro tec t ive  f a th e rs  

might wish to lessen the r i sk  of t h e i r  sons experimenting with sexual 

knowledge, or may regard them as "chi ldren" with l i t t l e  r ig h t  to such 

information. The finding th a t  f a th e r s '  protect iveness  c o r re la te s  with 

increased social conformity supports the view th a t  pro tec t ive  a t t id u es  

prevent r i sk - ta k ing  in ch i ldren .  Mothers' protect iveness  towards males 

co r re la te s  with increased teenage sexual r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s .  All these  

f indings  support the research th a t  emphasises the negative nature of the 

pro tec t ive  ch i ld - rea r in g  s ty le  (Baumrind, 1971; Hurlock, 1975).

The Indulgent Child-Rearing Style

The Indulgent s ty l e  co r re la te s  negatively  with the var iab les  with 

which i t  is  connected in th i s  research.  For example, f a t h e r s '  indulgence 

and daughters'  teenage sexual ethnocentr icism are negatively r e la ted .  

Mothers' indulgence r e l a t e s  negat ively to t h e i r  daughters'  ethnocentricism. 

The only exception is  t h a t  indulgent mothers have sons who are l i k e ly  to 

be higher on teenage sexual r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . This may support  the theory 

th a t  without boundaries on t h e i r  behaviour,  chi ldren may become insecure 

and th is  may lead to g rea te r  r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  (Role, 1971). However, in 

both cu l tura l  groups, f a th e r s '  indulgent s ty le  decreases t h e i r  daughters '  

teenage sexual ethnocentricism. Perhaps daughers of indulgent fa the rs  

feel closer to adul ts  because they are able to express themselves f ree ly  

without fea r  of c r i t i c i s m  or censure, while experiencing tne warmth 

inherent in the indulgent s ty le .  Therefore, they do not so read i ly  r e j e c t  

adu l t  standards and i n s t i t u t i o n s , such as marriage and the family u n i t .



Mothers' indulgence decreases t h e i r  daughters ethnoventricism 

(conservatism) and boys' s t r e s s  on social acceptance/conformity. Indulgent 

parental  a t t i t u d e s ,  with their  concomitant warmth, appear to lessen 

teenage sexual ethnocentric!sm and so decrease the ' generation gap' . This 

c h i ld - rea r in g  s ty le  seems to be pred ic t ive  of reduced psychological con­

servat ism, including a lowering of ethnocentr icism and social conformity.

Althouth the indulgent and the re jec t in g  parental s ty le  both show 

negative re la t ionsh ips  with the re levant  dependent v a r iab le s ,  i t  is  

hypothesised th a t  the e f fec t s  on c h i ld re n ' s  emotional development and 

behaviour d i f f e r s  with the two s ty l e s .  The pr incipal  d if ference  i s  tha t  

indulgence i s  accompanied by warmth on the par t  of the parent (Baumrind, 

1971; Pumroy, 1966), whereas rejection would not be associa ted  with 

t h a t  q u a l i ty .  Therefore , where indulgence may c o r re l a t e  with lessened 

teenage sexual ethnocentricism, r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  and conservatism, t h i s  

may be accompanied by lower insecur i ty  and f e a r  of uncer ta inty  on the 

p a r t  of the ch i ld .  However, with r e j e c t io n ,  the lower r e s t r i c t iv e n e s s  

and conservatism may imply rebe l l ion  aga ins t  parents and a dis tancing 

from parental a t t i t u d e s , less  as an ind ica t ion  of maturi ty than as an 

indica t ion  of emotional d is tance and the widening of the ' generation

gap'-

The Differences Encountered in the Two Cultural Groups

Clearly then, we may pred ic t  certain sexual and social a t t i t u d e s  

from parental a t t i t u d e s .  Howev use of the cross cultural research

method highl ights  the f a c t  t h a t  „,e co r re la t io n s  between the independent 

and the dependent var iab les  are considerably different in the two 

c u l tu re s .  There are d i f f e r e n t  r e la t ionsh ips  both between and within the 

two groups, in both the s ize  and d i rec t ion  of the regression weights.  

(Table 12). These findings  are in support of the social learning theory



of development t h a t  pos i ts  th a t  chi ldren learn through a system of d i f f ­

e ren t ia l  rewards and punishments and through observational learn ing .  

"Both people and th e i r  environments are reciprocal determinants of each 

o ther" .  (Bandura, 1977, p . v i i ) .

TABLE 12

SUMMARY ANALYSIS OF PARENTAL VARIABLES AS RELATED TO 
CHILDREN'S SEX ATTITUDES AND KNOWLEDGE IN THE I WO 

CULTURAL GROUPS ______

Dependent
Variable

Whites Coloureds
Independent
Variables

Independent
Variables

Children 's  
Sex Knowledge

Fathers '  Pro tec tive  ess 
towards sons (-,0^ **

Fathers '  Protectiveness  
towards sons (-,05)**
Mothers' Discip l ine  (-,18)**
Mothers' Social 
Acceptance (-,62)**
Mothers' Indulgence (,08)*
Mothers' Protectiveness  
( ,09)*

Children 's  
Sexual Con­
servatism

Mothers' Rejection ( -,01) Mothers' Discipl ine  (,04)**
Mothers' Rejection ( -,01)
Mothers' Protectiveness  
(- ,02 )*
Fathers '  anti-hedonism 
( - ,08 )
Mothers' anti-hedonism 
(,07)

Children 's  'Teen­
age Sexual Res­
t r i c t iv e n e s s  '

Mothers' Rejection (-,03)**
Mothers' Indulgence 
towards Sons (,03)**

Mothers' Rejection (-,03)**
Mothers' Indulgence 
towards Sons (,03)**
Mothers' anti-hedonism 
( - ,10 )

Children 's  
'Teenage Sexual 
Ethnocentricism'

Fathers '  d i sc ip l in e  (-,03)*"
Fathers '  indulgence 
towards daughters (- ,01)**

'Fa thers '  d i s c ip l in e  (,04)**
Fathers '  indulgence 
towards daughters (- ,01)**
Mothers' Social 
Acceptance ( - ,10)*
Mothers' Rejection (,01)

* p < ,05



- - • The a ttitu d es  -of tbs .Coloured parents have >stmngar, c o r re l a t io n s  

and more pervasive re la t io n sh ip s  with t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ' s  var iab les  than 

appear in the White group. In p a r t i c u l a r ,  Coloured mothers ' d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  

s ty le  is predominant, e sp ec ia l ly  in r e l a t io n s  to t h e i r  ch i ldren  s sex 

knowledge and conservatism factors. This variable enters the equation 

ahead of a l l  others  in four of the e igh t  dependent var iab les  s tud ied .

The relationship of parents to their  children varies with the 

cultural group to which they belong. The more pervasive correlations of  

Coloured parents' variables to their ch ildren's variables may be ascribed  

to a number of reasons. The Coloureds lead a more resricted  l i f e  than do 

the Whites in South Africa. This may be due to there being fewer recrea­

tional and vacational f a c i l i t i e s  for the Coloured population. Therefore, 

children are subject to parental influences for greater periods and for  

a g re a te r  length of time than are Whites. In addition, they are less  

influenced by the media such as cinema and home viewing of movies, and 

probably receive le s s  influence from written sources. However, the per­

vasive relationships may a lso  be due to the strength of the Coloured 

mother# d isc ip linarian  a tt itu d es .  The d isc ip linarian  s ty le  may be a 

powerful source of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the ch i ld ren ,  because the d ispenser  

of d isc ip l in e  may have high status in the eyes of the children, as well 

as holding the power to reward behaviour.  In o ther  words, the mother 

holds the social power in terms of controlling the resources in the 

family and is  therefore a source of im itative behaviour (McDonald, 1977, 

1980; Smith, 1970).

The Differences in Mothers' and Fathers' Relationships
with t h e i r  C h i l d r e n ________________________________ _

Regarding the re la t ive  influence of mothers and fathers on their  

children, i t  would appear from this research that mothers' a ttitudes bear 

a stronger relationship to their  children's a ttitudes than do those of



f a t h e r s ,  in both groups s tudied .  Of the e igh t  dependent v a r iab le s ,_ s ix  __ _ 

show mothers1 a t t i t u d e s  to be more s trongly  co r re la te d  with ch i ld ren  s 

than are  f a t h e r s '  a t t i t u d e s .  In two of these e igh t  dependent v a r i a b le s ,  

only mothers' a t t i t u d e s  are  evident ,  to the exclusion of  f a th e r s  ; these 

two being c h i l d r e n ' s  sexual conservatism and teenage r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s .  

Even when f a t h e r s '  v a r iab le s  con tr ibu te  to the dependent v a r i a b le s ,  the 

mothers ' v a r iab le s  en te r  the equation before the f a t h e r s ' ,  thus accounting 

fo r  a considerably g r e a t e r  percentage of the variance.

Much of the  l i t e r a t u r e  concerned with the  issue of  the  r e l a t io n sh ip  

of parental to ch ild ren 's  attitudes has stressed the strength o f the 

connection between f a t h e r s '  a t t i t u d e s  and those of adolescents  of  both 

sexes (Bowerman & Bahr, 1973; McDonald, 1977, 1980; Smith, 1970). However, 

much of th is research was based on adolescent perceptions of parental 

attitudes  and power. In contrast, the present research i s  based on 

mothers' and fa thers' se lf -rep ort  of a t t itu d es .  An a lternative  explanation 

fo r  the present  resu lts  may be that in South Afr ica ,  characterised as 

being a conventional a u th o r i t a r i a n  society  (Heaven, 1977; Orpen, 1975), 

the mothers' and fathers' roles  are c le a r ly  de l inea ted  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  

way. Thus the mother i s  the principal  ca re - ta k e r  of the  ch i ldren  and 

dispenser  of psychological and material  rewards and punishments.  The 

d i s t r ib u t io n  of  rewarding power within the family has been shown to  be 

a major determinant of the amount of modelling on parents by children  

(McDonald, 1977, 1980).Further, the mother i s  more available  to the 

child  generally and therefore w ill be a more powerful model.

This may be p a r t i c u la r ly  so in respec t  of the formation of sexual 

a t t i t u d e s  and knowledge. I t  seems from previous research (Fox & Inazu, 

1980; Thornburg, 1975; Wei bourne, 1978), and from t h i s  study, t h a t  within 

the  family the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  the sexual s o c ia l i s a t i o n  of children  

of both sexes r e s t s  pr imar i ly  with the mother. A number of reasons ,  a l l  

specula t ive ,  have been advanced by Fox & Inazu (1980) f o r  t h i s  gender-



typing,  a l l  of which are p a r t i c u la r ly  r e levan t  here.  Women have a g re a te r  

a b i l i t y ,  through sex-ro le  s o c i a l i s a t i o n ,  to  deal with socio -emotional 

and in terpersonal  values and issues ;  the a s soc ia t ion  between sexual 

education and aspects  of female development, such as menst rua t ion , 

pregnancy and b i r t h ,  and sexual s o c ia l i s a t i o n  i s  seen as an .ex tens ion .o f  

the maternal function.

The above observat ions may account for  the f a c t  t h a t  strong r e l ­

a t ionsh ips  are  evident  in the present research between mothers' general 

attitudes and child-rearing s ty le s  and th e ir  ch ildren's  sexual a ttitudes  

and knowledge.The stress  on the maternal ro le  in sexual s o c i a l i s a t i o n  

may account f o r  the  more marked r e la t io n sh ip s  with mothers ' attitudes  in 

the present research ,  in contrast to previous s tud ies  which s t re s sed  

s t ronger  c o r re la t io n s  with f a th e r s '  a t t i t u d e s  in ch i ld ren  of both sexes . 

These previous s tud ies  did not examine the sexual a t t i t u d e s  of ch i ld ren  

(Bahr e t  a l . ,  1974; McDonald, 1977, 1980).

Parents and C h i ld ren 's  Conservatism

Regarding the influence of parents '  conservatism f a c to r s  on c h i ld r e n ' s  

knowledge and a tt itu d es ,  i t  i s  extremely i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note t h a t  only 

the  f a c to rs  of  mothers ' and f a th e r s '  socia l  acceptance and‘anti-hedonism 

show a r e l a t io n s h ip  to  c h i ld re n ' s  a t t i t u d e s  of teenage sexual r e s t r i c t ­

iveness,  teeneage sexual ethnocentric!sm and sexual conservatism. The 

f a c to rs  of control and ethnocentr icism show no s i g n i f i c a n t  relationshiops  

a t  a ll  in any of  the four groups of ch i ld ren .  This would ind ica te  l i t t l e  

modelling of ch i ld ren  on parental a t t i t u d e s .  The f ind ing  t h a t  the 

r e j e c t in g  and d i s c ip l in a r i a n  s ty le s  of parents show s ig n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n ­

ships with c h i l d r e n ' s  var iab les  in both race groups, may account fo r  the 

lack of modelling on parents '  conservatism a t t i t u d e s .  Block (1973) found 

th a t  the parents  of rebe l l ious  chi ldren are  more concerned with socia l
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acceptance than with the c h i l d ' s  i n d iv id u a l i ty .  This o r ie n ta t io n  tends 

to increase the use o f gu ilt-oriented  d isc ip linary  techniques and to  

lead parents  to  s a c r i f i c e  the c h i l d ' s  needs f o r  the  approval of o th e r s .

The lack of  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e la t ionsh ips  between paren ts '  and c h i ld r e n ' s  

conservatism might supoort research such as t h a t  of Or!off  (1975) who 

proposed t h a t  the items may have d i f f e r e n t  meanings fo r  the two generations 

or the view of Curtis (1975) that there is  an increasing independence in 

opinion formation,  r a th e r  than a s h i f t  from paren ts .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

to note that the parental conservatism factors  that re la te  to children's  

a t t i t u d e s  a re  those  concerned with sex - re la te d  is su es ,  such as ab o r t io n , 

censorship ,  working mothers and women judges.

Once again, in evaluating the e f fe c t  o f parents' conservatism on 

th e ir  ch ildren's conservatism, the mothers' influence is  stronger than 

the fa th e r s ' .  The la t t e r  influence being evident only on two o f the 

conservatism f a c to r s :  those of re l ig ion  and socia l  acceptance. The f a c t  

that both o f these relationships occur in the White group may indicate  

t h a t  within a more highly educated group fa th e r s  have more time to spend 

with th e ir  children and therefore have a greater influence on them.

Age and Children'^ Sexual Attitudes and Knowledge

For both the White and Coloured groups teenage sexual restr ic t iv en ess  

decreases with age and teenage sexual ethnocentricism increases with age. 

This resu lt  is  co n s i s t e n t  with previous research showing a lessening of 

the differences between older male and female adolescents in sexual a t t i ­

tudes (Hopkins, 1977; Miller & Simon, 1974; Vener, Stewart & Hager, 1972), 

and the g r e a te r  sexual freedom in t h i s  group. The p o s i t iv e  r e la t io n sh ip  

between age and teenage sexual ethnocentr ic ism i s  co n s i s t e n t  with research 

demonstrating the increasing individuat ion and autonomy of older adoles-  

cents (Conger, 1975; Curtis, 1975; Newman & Newman, 1979). I t  i s  also
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