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The Draft National Open Science Policy, by the South African government with stakeholders 
in 2022, is an encouraging step forward as it aims to promote the practice of open, 
application ORCID in South Africa

❑ Proposal for all publicly funded research to be disseminated via open-access platforms, 
including data-supporting publications – as mandated by most global funders



https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/NRF-Open-Access-Statement.pdf





 RDM Services & (11) Faculty Libraries Integrated 

Training  







Strategy to improve university’s research visibility and impact 



Aligning the Wits Libraries to 
Support the research agenda







 

Establishment of the Wits Libraries’ Open Scholarship 

Team, and Faculty Research Librarians positions as from 

2024 



 

Driving the Research Visibility and 
Impact agenda, 

for a wider audience and through 
Wits Repositories and the Internet  



The Research Visibility and Impact Framework is a 
structured approach designed to help researchers 
enhance the reach, influence, and recognition of 
scholarly works:

1. Research Visibility
2. Research Impact
3. Researcher Impact Framework (RIF)
4. Online Researcher Tools and Support

https://wits-ac-za.libwizard.com/id/2724d0e8af7e8a1c0c875d8ce4715821
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Research Visibility

This refers to how well one’s research is known and accessible to 
relevant audiences, including:

❑ Academics and researchers
❑ Students
❑ Policymakers
❑ Industry professionals
❑ General public
❑Media



Strategies to improve visibility include:

❑ Publishing in reputable, open-access journals – Transformative 
Agreements (SANLiC)/ DHET Accredited List

❑ Creating and maintaining profiles on platforms like ORCID, 
Google Scholar, and ResearchGate, etc…

❑ Sharing work via social media and academic networks
❑ Republishing academic articles via The Conversation 
❑ Presenting at conferences and webinars
❑ Using institutional repositories (WiredSpace) and data-sharing 

platforms like Figshare (Wits Data Vault)



Research Impact

Impact is the effect your research has on society, policy, industry, 
or academia. It can be:

❑ Scientific: advancing knowledge or methods
❑ Societal: informing policy, improving health, or solving real-world 

problems
❑ Economic: contributing to innovation or cost savings

Impact is measured through:

❑ Citation metrics (e.g., Google Scholar h-index, i10-index)
❑ Altmetrics (Social media mentions, downloads)
❑ Policy citations or media coverage
❑ Collaborations and stakeholder engagement



Online Researcher Tools and Support

❑ ORCID: Unique researcher ID for tracking outputs
❑ Google Scholar 
❑ Publons/Web of Science Researcher ID: Manage publications and 

peer reviews
❑ Research(er) Visibility Check Tool: Help centralise and manage 

online presence
❑ Library Training Materials: Guide researchers in building impact 

narratives and using metrics effectively



Researcher Impact Framework (RIF)

The RIF helps researchers craft audience-focused, evidence-based 
impact narratives. It connects:

❑ Scholarly activities
❑ Reach and relevance
❑ Use and outcomes: this is especially useful for funding 

applications, promotions, and strategic planning



Before – Actions in place 

Where did we start in 2023?

 



 

❑Wits Research Data Management (RDM) policy, not 

comprehensive or fully implemented.

❑Wits RDM Policy under review, 2025

❑ Stakeholder consultation in process



 

Implementing an RDM Strategy by Wits Libraries 



Enhancing Research Output Pipeline – Transformative Agreements (TAs) 



 

Research Outputs (Publications) 



 

Research Outputs (Datasets) 

Wits Data Vault Repository – To be launched, IDW 2025:

                Brisbane: Australia



 

Successful RDM should be built around:



         RDM Workflow



Retrospective Research Outputs to be curated



Retrospective Datasets to be curated



Uploaded Datasets in pilot test - plus 10,000 from 57,000 

discovered from Dimensions and other sources 



Datasets, views, and downloads



 

Dimensions tool for RVI
Dimensions is a powerful research analytics platform that helps you:

• Map the research landscape: Discover connections between publications, grants, 
patents, clinical trials, and policy documents.

• Track citations and collaborations: show your work is cited and who is engaging with 
it.

• Identify funding and trends: Find emerging areas and potential funders for future 
research.

• Link with ORCID: You can connect your ORCID profile to Dimensions to automatically 
update your publication record

How to use Dimensions to boost visibility:

• Create a profile and link your ORCID to ensure your publications are accurately 
tracked.

• Use the analytics dashboard to identify which of your papers are gaining traction 
and in what fields.

• Explore policy and patent citations to demonstrate real-world impact.
• Share insights from Dimensions in grant applications or performance reviews.



 

Altmetric Tool
Altmetric tracks online attention to research outputs, including:

• Mentions in news articles, blogs, Twitter/X, Facebook, Reddit
• Citations in policy documents
• References in Wikipedia, YouTube, and patents

How to use Altmetric to boost impact:

• Monitor your Altmetric Attention Score to see how your work is being discussed 
online Promote your research on social media and blogs to increase visibility.

• Engage with journalists and policymakers to encourage coverage and citations.
• Use Altmetric Explorer to track attention across platforms and compare with peers.



 

How does Wits FEBE compare to 

other University Faculties 

.



Wits  and FEBE Publications - 

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics



Wits  and Other Universities

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics



FEBE Geomap – International Collaborations 

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics

The relatedness of 
countries/territories is 
determined based on their 
number of co-authored 
publications.



Wits  and UP FEBE – Research Categories

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics
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Wits  and UP FEBE – SDGs

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics
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Wits  and UJ – Research Categories

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics
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Wits & UJ Publications - SDGs

Source: Dimensions & Altmetric Explorer Analytics
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Dimensions and Altmetric Tools 
• Write compelling impact narratives for funding or promotion
• Demonstrate broader influence beyond academia
• Identify top-performing publications and replicate successful dissemination 

strategies



 

SDGs, Dimensions, and 

Altmetric Tools 



What are the 17 Goals?

The UNs' 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a call to action to create a sustainable future 

for us all. They were adopted by all 193 world leaders who agreed to end all forms of poverty, fight 

inequalities, and tackle climate change.



Aligning the Research Cycle to the SDGs Content Curation



Wits Libraries reporting on RVI 

Wits Libraries reports: 

Publications/Datasets - citations/altmetrics, 

through the:

✓ Institutional Scorecard

✓ Annual Faculty Performance Reviews 

✓ Individual researcher/School Metrics



lazarus.matizirofa@wits.ac.za

mailto:lazarus.matizirofa@wits.ac.za
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