
Abstract
This project focuses on the Habesha com-

munity in the fashion district  in Johan-

nesburg CBD, commonly known as the 

“Ethiopian quarter”. Habesha is a term 

Ethiopians and Eritreans use to refer to 

themselves. The research aims to pro-

pose a building design that can serve the 

community as a uni! ng factor by cater-

ing to their needs, which is to func! on 

be" er together to have a strong unity 

that can help their weaknesses and cele-

brate their strength and also give the next 

genera! on a glimpse of their  culture. 

Th study looks closley  at the Habesha  

community living in Johannesburg. The 

aim was to  explore the socio-econom-

ic and cultural ac! vi! es that take place 

in shared community facili! es. The main 

focus was on how  shared community fa-

cili! es can help intergrate the habesha 

community in Johannesburg   while being 

commercially viable at the same ! me. The 

fi ndings were arrived at a$ er interview-

ing several members of the community. 

The end product of which was a building  

proposal for a centre in Troy Street,Johan-

nesburg. This proposal off ers a kindergar-

ten, soccer fi eld, offi  ces and mee! ng hall 

to facilitate and support the beginig of an 

inclusive and well networked community.

Abstract
TThhiiss  pprroojjeecctt  ffooccuusseess  oonn  tthhee  HHaabbeesshhaa  ccoomm--

mmuunniittyy  iinn  tthhee  ffaasshhiioonn  ddiissttrriicctt    iinn  JJoohhaann--

nneessbbuurrgg  CCBBDD,,  ccoommmmoonnllyy  kknnoowwnn  aass  tthhee  

““EEtthhiiooppiiaann  qquuaarrtteerr””..  HHaabbeesshhaa  iiss  aa  tteerrmm  

EEtthhiiooppiiaannss  aanndd  EErriittrreeaannss  uussee  ttoo  rreeffeerr  ttoo  

tthheemmsseellvveess..  TThhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  aaiimmss  ttoo  pprroo--

ppoossee  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg  ddeessiiggnn  tthhaatt  ccaann  sseerrvvee  tthhee  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  aass  aa  uunnii!!  nngg  ffaaccttoorr  bbyy  ccaatteerr--

iinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ttoo  ffuunncc!!  oonn  

bbee""  eerr  ttooggeetthheerr  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  ssttrroonngg  uunniittyy  

tthhaatt  ccaann  hheellpp  tthheeiirr  wweeaakknneesssseess  aanndd  cceellee--

bbrraattee  tthheeiirr  ssttrreennggtthh  aanndd  aallssoo  ggiivvee  tthhee  nneexxtt  

ggeenneerraa!!  oonn  aa  gglliimmppssee  ooff  tthheeiirr    ccuullttuurree..  

TThh  ssttuuddyy  llooookkss  cclloosslleeyy    aatt  tthhee  HHaabbeesshhaa    

ccoommmmuunniittyy  lliivviinngg  iinn  JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg..  TThhee  

aaiimm  wwaass  ttoo    eexxpplloorree  tthhee  ssoocciioo--eeccoonnoomm--

iicc  aanndd  ccuullttuurraall  aacc!!  vvii!!  eess  tthhaatt  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  

iinn  sshhaarreedd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffaacciillii!!  eess..  TThhee  mmaaiinn  

ffooccuuss  wwaass  oonn  hhooww    sshhaarreedd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffaa--

cciillii!!  eess  ccaann  hheellpp  iinntteerrggrraattee  tthhee  hhaabbeesshhaa  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinn  JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg      wwhhiillee  bbeeiinngg  

ccoommmmeerrcciiaallllyy  vviiaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  !!  mmee..  TThhee  

fifi  nnddiinnggss  wweerree  aarrrriivveedd  aatt  aa$$  eerr  iinntteerrvviieeww--

iinngg  sseevveerraall  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  

TThhee  eenndd  pprroodduucctt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg    

pprrooppoossaall  ffoorr  aa  cceennttrree  iinn  TTrrooyy  SSttrreeeett,,JJoohhaann--

nneessbbuurrgg..  TThhiiss  pprrooppoossaall  ooffff  eerrss  aa  kkiinnddeerrggaarr--

tteenn,,  ssoocccceerr  fifi  eelldd,,  ooffiffi    cceess  aanndd  mmeeee!!  nngg  hhaallll  

ttoo  ffaacciilliittaattee  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  bbeeggiinniigg  ooff  aann  

iinncclluussiivvee  aanndd  wweellll  nneettwwoorrkkeedd  ccoommmmuunniittyy..


