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Abstract

The thesis analyses civil-military relations in Zimbabwe since independence, but especially
during the period from 2000 through 2013. A central question is why an outright military
coup has not occurred, despite severe political and economic crises. The question is broken
down into two linked sub-questions: (1) the “classic” civil-military relations question of
why the military have not seized power from civilians and (2) the question why no
“populist military revolt™ has occurred, despite the kind of hyperinflation that has triggered
such revolts in countries like Ghana and Ethiopia. The analytical framework relates these
questions to two “nested games™: (1) between the military elite and the civilian political
elite, and (2) between the military elite and the military rank and file. On the first question,
I argue that a degree of “fusion” between military and civilian political elites has helped to
pre-empt a conventional military coup, with a partial politicisation of the military and a
partial militarisation of civilian politics. On the second question, I argue that the civilian
leadership has used a combination of nationalist/liberation ideology, material incentives,
and the threat of violence, to maintain cohesion between the military leadership and rank

and file soldiers.
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