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Advertisement.

Audio-Visual Aids
The use of visual aids as adjuncts to teachin;  ̂ is not new. Indeed, historical 
records show that some types were in use before the Renaissance —  admittedly 
crude, but nevertheless helping the learning process by presenting facts in what 

Burt calls “concrete, pictorial and visible form.”

The use of the time-honoured black­
board is first mentioned by Comcnius 
in the “ Orbis Pictis”  in 1658. and 
although it is the most common Visual 
Aid in use today, the blackboard, in 
the hands of a good teacher is still 
one of the most effective aids to the 
learning process. The forerunner of 
today’s filmstrip— and slide projectors 
— the old magic lantern— appeared 
during the fifteenth century. While 
more than four centuries had to elapse 
before the logical outcome of still- 
picture projection— the moving picture 
— became a reality. Many men have 
contributed to the development of the 
aids now in use— Newton and 
Daguerre, Paul and Eastman, to name 
a few, who were responsible for some 
of the optical, photographic and 
mechanical advances which, with fur­
ther development in manufacturing 
processes, have made possible the wide 
range o f projection-type aids at the 
disposal of today’s teachers. The term 
“ Visual Aids”  does not only mean 
films and filmstrips; it embraces, 
apart from these, models, graphs, 
charts, pictures, book illustrations and 
diagrams, maps. Isotype and the 
powerful newcomer to the field --- 
Television.

It is perhaps true to say that the 
film and the filmstrip, which have 
come into their own only during the 
last 25 years in schools, have advanced 
at a greater rate than the majority of 
the other aids in the same time. The 
16mm. film with its special abilities 
of time expansion and compression, 
and the 35mm. filmstrip with its 
ability to record a great deal of infor­

mation in a compact and convenient 
form, arc of great value in teaching — 
the latter especially with the oppor­
tunities it affords for discussion during 
projection and the variations in 
approach and presentation face which 
arc possible. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the filmstrip is regarded 
by many teachers as being a more 
versatile and forceful teaching aid than 
the 16mm. film.

Almost every new audio-visual 
development is hailed by some enthu­
siasts as being in the nature of a 
panacea for our educational ills. The 
tape records, the 16mm. film and now 
television have each had their share of 
this acclaim; but this Journal would 
respectfully point out that all of these 
are aids. They are not going to re­
place teachers as is suggested from 
time to time in the press; they arc not 
going to render obsolete the blackboard 
and the other traditional educational 
tools which arc at present in use. The 
essence of good teaching is to be 
found in the interaction of teacher- 
pupil personalities. Audio-visual aids 
are of themselves inanimate and vir­
tually useless without the imaginative 
skill of a classroom teacher; this 
applies to them all from the newest 
to the oldest.

And while remembering that, in 
many school subjects, a combined 
approach which makes use of the eye 
and the car is likely to be more effec­
tive than either used singly, it must be 
acknowledged that the dominant force 
in the learning situation is not going 
to be an aid but a teacher.
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