Abstract:

Cultural policy in South Africa is critical in shaping government priorities for supporting the
cultural industries. Since 1994 cultural policy has been informed by democratic principles of
redress, accountability, freedom of expression, access and inclusiveness — diversity and
multiplicity as well as economic development articulated in the cultural industries strategy.
The research examines the discourse of cultural industries and the framing of the film
industry by reviewing both cultural industries and film industry strategies and policy. The
research applies Throsby’s (2010) concept of balancing between cultural and economic value
in the cultural industries. The value of the film industry in South Africa is measured using
indicators that mainly assess economic growth within the value chain. The important value
measured emphasises the number of films produced and box office returns versus the
attainment of the principles of the White Paper on Arts, Culture and Heritage (1996) as

mentioned, therefore, what is neglected when we don’t measure the cultural value?



