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Early in 1949 A rch itects  in South W est A frica  were beginning to  feel the need of 
an Ins titu te , and a fte r discussions held amongst themselves, a le tte r was sent to 
the President o f the Transvaal Provincial Institu te , pointing out th a t there was no 
Ins titu te  in South W est A frica , and th a t the t it le  "  A rch itec t "  was not protected. 
This le tte r was handed to the Central Council fo r the ir consideration.

The Registrar o f the South A frican  Institu te  wrote on the 30th November, 
1949, to the Secretary o f the Executive Council o f the Adm in is tra tion  of South 
W est A frica , suggesting th a t the time had arrived when it would be in the public 
interest to  make the provisions o f the Union A c t No. 18 o f 1927 s ta tu to rily  
applicable to the Territo ry  o f South W est A frica , and explaining in deta il the 
qua lifica tion  necessary fo r Registration as an A rch itec t in the Union.

Considerable correspondence took place between the Registrar o f the Institu te  
o f South A frican  A rch itects  and the South W est A frican  A dm in is tra tion, and 
M r. Naude visited W indhoek on the 2nd June, 1950, but found the te rrito ry  in 
the throes o f an election campaign, and the Secretary for South W est A frica  unable 
to devote much o f his tim e to  him.

Shortly a fte r this, the Secretary for South W est A frica  wrote s ta ting th a t they 
were experiencing some d iff ic u lty  in fram ing the ir Ordinance, as the m ajor portion 
of A c t No. 18 of 1927 could not be applied owing to  the d iffe re n t conditions 
obta in ing in South W est A frica , and inv iting  the Institu te  to assist by sending 
representatives to discuss the m atte r in Windhoek.

This inv ita tion  was accepted and M r. C. Erik Todd, who was then Vice- 
President-in-Chief o f the Ins titu te , and M r. D. F. H. Naude, o f Cape Town, 
Member o f the Central Council, attended as the South A frican  Institu te 's  repre­
sentatives. The Conference was held on Thursday, 3rd August, 1950, and the 
m ain outlines of the Ordinance were drawn up.

On Friday, 2nd M arch, 1951, a D ra ft Ordinance was published. A fte r s light 
amendments this eventually led to  the publication on the 30th July o f Ordinance 
No. 38 o f 1952, "  to provide for the qua lifica tion  o f architects ; for the estab­
lishm ent o f the Ins titu te  o f South W est A frican  A rch itects ; and for the rights, 
powers and duties o f the Ins titu te  and the members thereof."

This Ordinance set up an Inaugural Board, w ith  various duties, the chief of 
which was to  open a Register o f persons entitled  to be registered as Architects, 
e ither because they were perform ing the work o f an A rch itec t in South W est A frica  
prior to  the 1st July, 1951, or were employed as an assistant to an A rch itec t in 
South W est A frica  for six months prior to th a t date and w ith  a t least five years'

States, th o t as soon as a Committee has been established, 
tb» A dm in is tra to r shall be advised in w riting  and the 

I by publication of a notice in the Gazette, 
registered by the Inaugural Board, and it  is prob- 

be established in the near fu tu re , which, under the 
□ I w ith  registrations o f persons over the age o f twenty- 

'ing exam ination approved by the A dm in is tra to r, and 
Fvpleted not less than four years' tra in ing  or artic led 

an A rch itec t in addition to  one year's practical experience 
five years' experience in the work o f an A rch itec t in an 

i t  o f the Union Government, or o f the A dm in is tra tion  o f the 
South A frican  Railways and Harbours A dm in is tra tion  or o f a 

Union or South W est A frica .
^nature o f the qua lify ing  exam ination has, as fa r as is known, not 

ffded, but i t  seems reasonable to  expect th a t it  must be dealt w ith  very 
the Union standards w ill be demanded.

"N ow  th a t the A rch itectu ra l profession in South W est A frica  has, in the 
interests o f the public, been placed on a sound basis, i t  is more than like ly tha t 
a close liaison w ill be established between the South W est A frican  Ins titu te  and 
the South A frican  Institu tes, more particu la rly  if  South West A frica  accepts the 
principles o f the South A frican  Institu te 's  rules and regulations, and its qua lify ing  
examinations. It seems almost certa in tha t South West A frica  w ill have to look 
to the Union for its A rch itectura l education.

South W est A frica  is to be congratulated on this progressive step, which it 
has taken to  protect its build ing public.
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Accommodation fo r a small fam ily  was called for, 
w ith  emphasis on an inform al layout closely related 
to  garden and views. W ith in  a m axim um  budget 
o f five thousand pounds an a tte m p t was to  be made 
to include a guest wing and barbecue, the former 
being discarded early in the scheme in favour o f a 
mezzanine over the d in ing room and inglenook.

A  portion o f the site, twenty-one acres in extent, 
was actua lly  developed before construction o f the 
house was started, so th a t its position and o rien ta ­
tion was to  a large exten t predetermined.

W hile  tak ing  into  account fine  views of garden 
and the long views o f valleys and h ills  beyond, the 
necessity was fe lt  to  create a series o f enclosures 
to  counteract the general feeling o f exposure to 
the landscape and weather ; hence the entrance 
patio, barbecue courtyard and semi-enclosure 
before the bedroom wing. Indoors, an a tte m p t to 
achieve this was made by including in the living 
zone a somewhat cave-like inglenook, whose 
qua lity  is emphasised by its spatial relationship to 
the double volume liv ing room.

Construction and finishes were both natura lly  
a ffected  by the budget lim it. Roof trusses were

elim inated by introducing a 12in. by 3in. tim ber 
beam spanning from  gable to  gable to support 
l ain, by 4 jin .  ra fters a t 30in. centres. A  boarded 
roof covered w ith  a patented malthoid fin ish was 
expressed on the inside, e lim ina ting  ceilings. A ll 
gutters and downpipes were also elim inated.

The shell walls, b u ilt in silicate bricks, were 
bagged and limewashed both in terna lly  and exte r­
nally, cu tting  down on plastering costs. Much of 
the flooring was carried out in brick, which also 
substituted for tim ber skirtings. Stone, a large 
proportion of which was quarried on the site, was 
used fo r walling.

A lthough a ll windows and doors were purpose- 
made, and in many instances incorporated fixed, 
louvres w ith  hinged flaps behind, cost when com­
pared w ith  tha t o f standard steel domestic w in ­
dows, proved to  be competitive.

A ll exposed woodwork and fascias are finished 
in a dark plum colour. The eaves s o ffit a t the 
liv ing room wing is painted turquoise. A  pink 
colour wash was applied to a ll outer walls except 
the floa ting  panel to the double volume wing, 
which is finished white.
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At right: View of the living room, as seen from 
the mezzanine, showing the open roof construc­
tion and also clearly indicating the spacious­
ness resulting from the inclusion of the roof 
space in the living volume.

Below: The view from the south, showing the 
approach and the entrance courtyard, formed 
by the enclosing richly-textured brick and stone 
walls.
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CO LEGEND :
1. L IV IN G  ROOM
2 INGLENOOK
3. D IN IN G  ROOM
4 . K ITC H E N
5. ENTRANCE H A LL
6. W .C.
7. SHOWER
8. BATHRO O M
9. BEDROOM

10. BEDROOM
11. BEDROOM
12. COOL ROOM

13. LA U N D R Y
14. CH AN G E ROOMS
15. W O O D  A N D  COAL
16. YA R D
17. BARBECUE
18. GARAGE
19. SERVANTS' Y A R D
20. SERVANTS
21. M E Z Z A N IN E
22. H O T W ATER

CISTERN
23. UPPER PORTION

OF L IV IN G  ROOM

H O U S E  O N

LONE HI L L
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY B.R 5. 
PHOTOGRAPHERS (P ly. I LTD.

The two-way fireplace facing 
both living room and ingle- 
nook. Also shown is the com­
panionway type stair leading 
up to the mezzanine, and 
rising up past a comprehen­
sive storage wall.
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A P P R E N T I C E S
H O S T E L
V A N D E R E 1 J L  P A R K

F L E M I N G  & C O O K E  -  A R C H I T E C T S

In 1948 the V anderb ijl Park Hostels' Association 
commissioned the A rch itects  to design a hostel to 
accommodate about three hundred apprentices. 
These artisan trainees are employed m ain ly in the 
steel works and in various engineering organisa­
tions. I t  was necessary th a t the apprentices should 
have to  pay the least possible am ount for the ir 
liv ing a t the hostel, in order tha t, in view o f the ir 
low earnings, i t  should be less o f a burden to them 
than any other form  of liv ing nearby.

I t  was also very im portan t th a t the general 
environm ent and am enity provided by the hostel 
should be as pleasant as possible and provide many 
forms of recreation, so th a t the apprentices would 
be encouraged to develop a fu ll and rich life  w ith in  
the hostel and discouraged from  seeking amuse­
m ent a t random elsewhere.

This was a de fin ite  sociological aim of the 
scheme ; fo r these young men, mostly aged from 
seventeen to tw enty-five  and coming from  varied 
homes, to  be fitte d  fo r w orthy citizenship.

I t  was thus a very am bitious project, w ith  a 
s tr ic tly  lim ited  budget.

The clients intended th a t the apprentices should 
be housed in single rooms, and in order tha t control 
and discipline be m aintained, requested tha t 
accommodation be arranged in three groups o f a 
hundred, each group controlled by a superinten­
dent. Some discipline would be m aintained by the 
residents themselves in a manner somewhat sim ilar 
to  a prefect system. Each group would have its 
own iden tity  ra ther like a school "  house."

A  twenty-acre site was allocated in a residential 
area, conveniently placed in re lation to  places of 
work, the technical college and the fu tu re  centre 
o f the town and situated a t the junction o f two 
im portan t roads.

A  fundam ental problem to be solved was the 
manner in which the large number of small rooms 
were to  be disposed on the site. The alternatives 
to be considered appeared to be : a series of low 
small buildings spreading over the site in close 
contact w ith  grounds and gardens, a single close- 
k n it m ulti-storey build ing, or a group o f separate 
buildings loosely connected w ith  covered ways.
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The th ird  a lterna tive  was chosen for the fo llow ­
ing reasons : The low-lying scheme would cover a 
very large area of the site, buildings would face 
into each other or have only the lim ited  view 
obtainable a t a low level, planning would tend to 
straggle w ith  excessive corridor length. A  single 
build ing would be excessively large and tend to be 
ins titu tiona l in character.

As designed the scheme comprises three dorm i­
tory blocks linked w ith  covered ways, but o f separ­
ate identity, each housing a hundred residents. 
These blocks stand freely disposed in a landscape 
tha t w ill be developed into  parkland.

They are arranged in echelon so th a t no block 
overlooks another, but every room enjoys views 
which are indeed exhilarating, over the vast ex­
panse o f high veld ro lling to  d is tan t horizons, 
shadowed here and there by the enormous cloud 
banks which pass over it. The blocks are orien­
tated North-East and South-West so th a t every 
room has some sunshine either in the morning or 
afternoon. I t  was necessary to  plan on both sides 
or a corridor for economic reasons. Had the blocks

been placed due N orth  and South rooms on one 
side would have had sunshine a ll day and on the 
other they would have been sunless and cold in 
w inter. W ith  th is orien ta tion  they also lie along 
the line of the prevailing wind. The echelon fo r­
m ation is such th a t it  prevents any block from  
casting its shadow on another a t any time.

The D ining Hall Block is sited near a road for 
easy access o f service lorries and to the side o f the 
dorm itory blocks so tha t the kitchen yard and o u t­
buildings are not overlooked from  bedrooms and all 
service activ ities are kept well away from  them.

The D ining Hall W ing, together w ith  recreation 
rooms, is joined w ith  a c ircula r entrance hall to 
another wing contain ing other recreation and 
hobby rooms. These two wings, together w ith  the 
one dorm itory block, form  a free shaped and par­
tia lly  enclosed court. This w ill be fu rthe r enclosed 
w ith  tree p lanting to form  an outdoor recreation 
area.

S im ilarly p a rtia lly  enclosed courts w ill be formed 
by tree p lan ting  on the south-west o f each dorm i­
tory block. The immediate surroundings o f the
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buildings w ill be inform ally landscaped and will 
have extensive lawns in fron t o f each dorm itory 
block. Further to the north, areas are allocated for 
sports fields, tennis and squash courts and a swim­
m ing bath.

The ground floor o f each dorm itory block com­
prises a superintendent's fla t, m atron's room, and 
office  a t one end ; and a t the other, a v isitor's 
room, firs t-a id  room, and residents' lounge. This 
is a / '  noisy "  lounge, intended for games and con­
versation. A t the opposite end on the firs t floor is 
a "  quie t "  lounge fo r study and reading. The 
large loggia under each block gives additional open 
a ir recreational area. Entrance halls are arranged 
flank ing  the loggia on e ither side.

As mentioned previously, single bedrooms were 
required and these were planned throughout the 
upper floors. A fte r  designing was complete, how­
ever, it  was decided for economy to om it the th ird  
dorm itory block.

A lte rna te  interm ediate pa rtition  walls were then 
om itted  from  between most o f the rooms, retain ing 
a few single rooms only, and the space o f two single 
rooms was made to  take three beds, thus each 
build ing now accommodates about 150 residents. 
No other change was made to the planning, so th a t 
these rooms may be sub-divided into  single rooms 
later when the th ird  block is bu ilt, or a t any other 
time,

A  standard wardrobe was designed to su it single 
rooms, room for three or any other arrangement. 
Ab lu tion  rooms are planned as separate blocks, 
having complete cross ventila tion  and isolating 
them from  the bedrooms to avoid noise. Between 
these and the main block, pipe ducts are concealed 
and screened w ith  grilles so pipes are nowhere 
visible.

The D ifiing Hall seats 300 when fu ll and has 
cafeteria service, including a shop counter for 
m inor requisites. Portion o f the Hall forms a 
general lounge area.

The Kitchen is planned to  give a d irect flow of 
foodstuffs, from  stores and refrigerators through 
preparation bays, on to the cookers and then to 
the ir respective places in the cafeteria counter. An 
o ffice , glazed on the kitchen side, gives a clear 
view of working areas for supervision purposes. 
The yard is planned w ith  in and out c ircu la tion  for 
delivery o f stores and rubbish removal. The kitchen 
is l it  w ith  clerestory windows on all sides and has 
an extract ventila tion  system.

Adjo in ing the D ining Hall are offices tem por­
arily , but in fu tu re  th is area w ill become a read­
ing room, w ith  a b illia rd  room next to  it and offices

Above: View of the south-east facade showing the free­
standing ablution wings.

Below: The fire escape provides an accent of strong 
pattern at the end of each block, and is a tour-de-force 
of cantilever construction.
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beyond. The c ircula r entrance hall w ill form , in 
fu tu re , the main approach to  the whole group, as 
well as a foyer fo r the main hall, which w ill serve 
as gymnasium, general assembly, theatre for 
cinema and am ateur dram atics or dance hall. N ext 
to  i t  is planned a hobbies workshop for carpentry 
and m etal work and sim ilar activ ities ; and on the 
upper floor is a special hobbies room. A  tuck shop 
completes this wing. A  small self-contained in f ir ­
mary was o rig ina lly  planned to  the north-east o f 
the din ing hall.

As w ill be seen from  the photographs and draw­
ings much o f this planning remains to  be b u ilt in 
the fu tu re  and a t present only the essential accom­
m odation in two blocks, w ith  the din ing fac ilities, 
have been provided.

Construction o f the dorm itory blocks consists, 
on the ground floor, o f reinforced concrete portal 
frames regularly spaced 16ft. 9 in. a p a r t ; these 
give unrestricted floor space in the lounge and 
loggia and allow the s ta ff quarters to be freely 
planned independently o f the portals. Column 
spacing was determined by the 8 ft. w idth o f the 
single rooms, columns being placed a t a lternate 
partitions regularly throughout the build ing. Floors 
are of hollow slab construction, formed w ith  cello- 
crete wood wool slabs 4 ft. x 2 ft. in size, used in the 
manner o f hollow tiles. These largely e lim inate 
the need fo r shuttering and give flush ceilings.

The fire  escape stairs are completely cantilivered 
from  each floor a t the end o f the buildings.

The D ining Hall is constructed o f reinforced con­
crete arches, spaced 18ft. apart, supporting the 
shell concrete roof slab which is 4 in. th ick. The 
span o f the arches is 40 fee t and the height 25 
feet. The slab is insulated above w ith  Verm icu lite  
and rendered inside w ith  V erm icu lite  plaster for 
acoustic treatm ent. The reinforced concrete 
structure was designed by Baumann and Partners.

Generally the framework of the buildings is 
expressed in the exteriors. This is rendered and 
painted ivory and has an in fillin g  of a ligh t red 
facing brick. W ith  the exception o f a s ligh t use of 
colour in one or two portions, these two are the 
only exterior colours.

In the interior, however, fu ll use has been made 
o f colour. Each bedroom is o f a s ligh tly  d iffe ren t 
colour in a range o f four pale shades : b iscuit, d a f­
fod il, pale blue and blue green, which run in series 
throughout the building. In this way an a ttem pt 
is made to give a sense o f identity  to each room 
and avoid an institu tiona l character. S im ilarly, 
there are s light changes of colour on each floor 
level. Entrance halls to the dorm itory blocks have 
free standing stairs finished in b u ff terrazzo, w ith  
the walls in textured plaster.

In a build ing group o f such large dimensions 
which is fo r domestic use, i t  would seem to be 
im portan t to  avoid too large a scale, both o f the 
build ing itse lf and o f its parts. Otherwise exces­
sive size may cause a loss o f domestic character. 
This has to  be reconciled w ith  the danger o f an 
a rb itra ry  breaking-up o f build ing masses.

The request for a grouping in to  three units 
avoided an excessively extended block, building 
height being lim ited. In the trea tm ent o f the 
blocks, the 8 ft. wide u n it o f single rooms is fe lt  to 
be of reasonable scale. The open loggia beneath 
the buildings and the columns tapering downwards 
act in some measure to  lighten and give buoyancy 
to  the 185ft. long block.

A t the present tim e the group should be con­
sidered as a part only o f a larger scheme. The 
com pletion of i t  w ill involve link ing  up the dining 
hall w ith  the other buildings and jo in ing a ll of 
them w ith  covered ways. These are very im por­
ta n t factors, together w ith  landscaping, for the fu ll 
e ffec t o f the composition.
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At right: View of the dining block 
from the North.

Below : Interior of the Dining Room 
looking towards the cafeteria counter. 
The arched and shell-vaulted con­
struction is clearly expressed in the 
interior, The curved soffit of the 
vault acts as a reflector to the 
light entering through the clere- 
stoiey, and the room is flooded with 
evenly diffused light.

General C ontracto rs  
SUB-CONTRACTORS :
R e in fo rc ing  Steel 
Steel W indow s and Doors 
Small P ortion  by 
Electric ians
W ro u g h t Iron R ailings .... 
Fibrous H o llow  Blocks .... 
Geysers ....
A ir  E xtraction  
Le idek Roofing .... 
Ironm ongery 
A spha ltic  Roofing 
E lectric  L ig h t F ittings  
Te rrazzo
H o llow  Block W a llin g  
P a in ting
W ro u g h t Iron Grilles 
H e a tflow  Cookers 
K itchen  Equipm ent

R efrigera tion

APPRENTICES' HOSTEL, VANDERBIJL PARK.
J. L. Jordaan and Rokebrand (P ty.) L td ., Box 2 5 0 , Benoni.

W erda  Reinforced Concrete and Engineers (P ty.) L td ., V a n d e rb ijl Park.
P re to ria  M e ta l Industries (P ty .) L td ., Box 1396, Pretoria.
W ire  Industries, Steel Products and Engineering (P ty.) L td ., Box 8 7 9 9 , Johannesburg. 
Barnes and Healey, Box 2 9 7 , B rakpan.
Jacks Fencing, Box 8 6 5 4 , Johannesburg.
Cellocrete, V a n d e rb ijl Park.
C. J. Fuchs L td ., Box 75 , A lberton .
A to ve n t P a ten t A ir  E x trac to r Com pany, 33 , C entra l Avenue, M a y fa ir , Johannesburg. 
M a z is ta  S late Quarries, Sprinz Avenue, Johannesburg.
C lyde T rad ing  Com pany, 137, Jeppe S treet, Johannesburg.
A spha lte  M a n u fa c tu rin g  Com pany, Box 4 5 2 2 , Johannesburg.
Dom inec (P ty.) L td ., Box 3 2 6 9 , Johannesburg.
Prem ier Concrete, M a ritz b u rg  S treet, Johannesburg.
M a z is ta  Slate, Sprinz Avenue, Johannesburg.
H erb e rt Evans and Com pany, Box 1231, Johannesburg.
J. G. Lord, 18, Sprinz Avenue, Johannesburg.
W . R. Boustreds L td ., Box 1525, Johannesburg.
B enham -B ooth (P ty .) L td ., Box 834 3  ; W . R. Boustreds L td ., Box 1525 ; Charles W estwood 

(P ty .) L td ., 15, C ity  and Suburban R o a d ; S.A. General E lectric Company L td ., P.O. 
Box 1905 ; a ll o f  Johannesburg.

V ic to r  K en t L td ., Box 1564, Johannesburg.
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RAND SHOW NOTEBOOK - 1 9 5 3
If  one can go on a quie t day, an afternoon at the 
Rand Easter Show is always rewarding. The 
standard of display to be seen in the various halls 
o f industry, and the varie ty and qua lity  o f the 
products exhibited seems to  improve annually. An 
architects' interests cover an extensive range— he 
finds a township layout as absorbing as a new type 
of door lock or a method of sewage disposal— and 
his Catholicism is well catered for by the diversity 
o f the Show's exhibits.

The technique o f build ing is not particu la rly  well 
covered by the show, and apart from various b rick ­
m aking machines, some a rtific ia l thatch (vermicu- 
lite ), and an A frican  bricklayer in the Native 
A ffa irs  Department, the actual shell o f the bu ild ­
ing receives lit t le  a tten tion. Equipment for the 
home, however, is a major aspect o f the show's 
a ttraction . Contemporary fu rn itu re  is well in evi­
dence this year. I noticed some well-designed 
fu rn itu re  produced in tim ber by Kally Products, 
housed in an a ttrac tive  stall embodying colour, 
texture and decorative lettering. Contemporary 
Design (Pty.) Ltd., displayed some fascinating fu r ­
n iture in various combinations o f m etal, rope, 
painted and polished tim ber and coloured linoleum, 
all providing a touch of gaiety in the constructionist 
idiom to the equipment o f the contemporary home. 
Especially pleasing were the accessories— candle 
lamps, flower-pot holders, coat racks— which all 
show the m ark o f the creative designer. Another 
item of fu rn itu re  which caught my a tten tion  was 
the free-form  chair by Vorster, which formed part 
o f the Dunlopillo display.

Standardised kitchen equipment by many d if ­
ferent manufacturers is well displayed, and the 
work of K itchencra ft, to  name just one of the many 
excellent producers in this fie ld , shows ingenuity of 
design and qua lity  o f finish. A rch itects are encour­
aged by the many items of equipment for the home 
which are available : such equipment as Venetian 
"blinds, M odernfold doors, and adjustable louvres 
help to extend the range of modern design. O f the 
la tte r, I was impressed by the A ir lite  louvres, which 
provide an a ttractive  and simply operated system 
of ventila tion  control. The Rand Show is yet to 
give us a display of ligh t fitt in g s  of good contem ­
porary design, for which the arch itect has been 
long awaiting, but a suggestion of what m ight be 
achieved in th is line was offered by the ligh t f i t ­
tings (by Progress Electric) in the Nova Estates 
Exhibit. This exhib it, incidentally, was very well 
housed. The firm  sells stands a t one of the Natal 
South Coast resorts, and the display catches the 
holiday atmosphere o f the sea-side adm irably by

the sk ilfu l use o f canvas canopies, stylized palm 
trees and draped fish ing nets.

W ell-designed displays, meeting even the severe 
standards o f the architect, are more frequently 
met w ith  this year. The "  home-made "  sta ll o f 
bad design and crude execution is now fo rtuna te ly  
a ra rity , and displays generally are marked by a 
professional polish, and— what is even more g ra t i­
fy ing— often by a fresh, contemporary approach. 
The standard o f le tte ring  has improved tre ­
mendously, and le tte ring  is employed, not only for 
iden tifica tion  and in form ation , but for its decora­
tive value as well. G iant le tte ring , suspended on 
coloured cubes as in the K lip fon te in  Organic Pro­
ducts display, can be most s trik ing . In th is display 
we find  colour and texture  also carefu lly  con­
sidered. It is interesting to see th a t even the 
trad itiona lly  minded banking houses have exh i­
bited in stalls which combine the best features of 
contemporary exhib ition  design technique w ith  a 
d ign ity  which the ir function implies. Both Barclays 
and Standard Banks are h igh ly successful in this 
respect. It  is encouraging to  see public bodies 
showing an appreciation o f modern design, and I 
hope to see this frank ly  contemporary trea tm ent in 
the ir more permanent structures as well. An inc i­
dental in the Standard Bank disp’ay is a re lie f map 
(3-D) in painted plywood, one o f the most a ttra c ­
tive items of mural design I have yet seen.

The high point o f sta ll design, fo r me a t any 
rate, was the Forsyth-Udwin display. A  design of 
great purity  and c larity , its separates a framed 
structure from  a series of coloured planes which 
are the products o f the firm . The sense o f form  
and colour displayed is o f the highest order, and 
its ordered discipline is given point and piquancy 
by a clever three-dimensional space-model ju d i­
ciously placed by its architect-designer. In a ll, the 
design is as exciting  and as chaste as a Mies v. d. 
Rohe house.

I was disturbed by a display o f house perspec­
tives by an organisation o ffe ring  plans and speci­
fications incorporating "a r t is t ic  expression blended 
w ith  careful consideration o f your own require­
ments "  for £15 15s. This pub lic ity  for the non­
arch itect designed house— which a ttracted  con­
siderable public interest— m ust inevitab ly cause 
in ju ry both to  the arch itectura l profession and to 
a rchitecture itself. It seems th a t some pertinent 
reply by the a rch itect is called for, and I would 
like, in my Show Notebook o f 1954, to  be able to 
describe the re-established Stall o f the Ins titu te  of 
A rch itects. Such a public statem ent is necessary, 
if  a rchitecture  is to prosper. G. H.
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! ! 1 ! T H E  H E R B E R T  B A K E R  
S C H O L A R S H I P  - 1953
The Trustees have pleasure in  announcing a C om pe titive  E xam ination, open to  
B ritish  subjects not more than  th ir ty - th re e  years o f age, who have com pleted six 
years or more in the  s tudy a n d /o r  p rac tice  o f A rch ite c tu re  o f w hich period not 
less th a n  fo u r years have been spent in  South A fr ic a .

The C om pe titive  Exam ina tion  w ill be held on five  successive days, fro m  Ju ly 
6 th /1 0 th  inclusive, sim u ltaneously a t the U n iversities o f the  W itw a te rs rand , Pre­
to ria , Cape Town, D urban (and, i f  considered necessary, a t o the r centres).

The am oun t to  be awarded to  the  1953 Baker Scholar is the  sum o f  fou r - 
hundred pounds, w hich sum may be augm ented by a g ra n t o f one hundred pounds 
by th e  C entra l C ouncil o f th e  In s titu te  o f  South A fr ic a n  A rch itec ts .

T he  1953 Baker Scholar w ill be required :
(a) T o  spend a period o f  a pp rox im a te ly  ten m onths, as de te rm ined by the 

Trustees, su b s ta n tia lly  in I ta ly  b u t also on the C on tinen t o f  Europe and 
in  G reat B rita in  ;

(b) W h ile  overseas, to  be under the d irec tion  o f the President o f the  Royal 
In s titu te  o f  B ritish  A rch ite c ts , and to  e xh ib it, in  London, the  results o f 
h is studies in such m anner as may be prescribed ;

(c) On his re tu rn  to  South A fr ic a  to  arrange, w ith  the  Trustees, fo r  the 
ho ld ing  o f a s im ila r e xh ib itio n .

(d) On the  com ple tion  o f  h is Scholarship period, to  subm it to  the  Trustees 
a Thesis on a  sub ject chosen by them .

The Trustees are M r. W . G. Payne (D urban), M r. D. S. H addon and M r. N . L. 
Hanson (bo th  o f  Johannesburg). The H onorary Assessors are Professor J. Fassler

In tend ing  com pe tito rs  should ob ta in  th e  Form o f A p p lica tio n  w ith o u t delay 
(Johannesburg), M r. W . Gordon M c In tosh  (P retoria) and M r. O. Pryce Lewis 
(Cape Town).
fro m  the  Registrar, the  In s titu te  o f  South A fr ic a n  A rch ite c ts , P.O. Box 7 3 2 2 , 
Johannesburg. A p p lica tions  should be received on or before M ay 3 0 th , 1953.
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The delightful drawings which we present on these pages are by JACK BARNETT, B. Arch., 
M.I.A., Herbert Baker Scholar, and are reproduced from his 1951 Scholarship thesis, “From 
the Renaissance to the Baroque”.
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T H E  C H A P T E R  OF S O O T H  
AFRICAN QUANTITY SURVEYORS

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

Each year a t the  A nn u a l General M e e tin g  i t  is custom ary fo r 
the re t ir in g  President to  g ive  an address. N o restric tions  are 
placed on the  sub ject m a tte r, b u t i t  is obvious th a t a fte r  25 
years these addresses have covered a very w ide fie ld . I have 
been assisted, however, in my own choice o f sub ject by two 
facts. F irs tly , th a t  d u rin g  my year o f  o ffic e  our C hapter has 
passed its  tw e n ty - f if th  b irth d a y , and secondly, th a t I am  the 
f irs t President d u rin g  th a t period fro m  outside the Transvaal. 
The f ir s t  o f these gives me an excuse to  look back over the 
past and perhaps also to  indu lge  in th a t very risky hobby o f 
peeping in to  the  fu tu re , and the  o the r w ill p e rm it me to  review 
the w orkings o f the  C hapter fro m  outside its  cen tre  o f g ra v ity  
here in Johannesburg.

T im e  is a com para tive  th in g , and by m ost standards a 
q u a rte r o f a ce n tu ry  is not long. But we m ust rem em ber th a t 
our coun try  is a young one and th a t our profession is also 
q u ite  young. T w e n ty -fiv e  years is thus long enough to  enable 
us to  assess our progress. B ut le t us go bock fu rth e r th a n  th a t.

I t  is no t possible to p in -p o in t the  beg inn ing  o f q u a n tity  sur­
veying in B rita in  as its  evo lu tion  was a gradua l process, having 
developed fro m  the  bu ild e r's  estim ator. But we do know tha t 
a t  the  end o f last cen tu ry  i t  was f irm ly  established and the 
Q u a n tity  Surveyor's A ssocia tion  was a strong  body w ith  a 
g row ing  m em bership. W e can, however, see our beginn ings 
in South A fr ic a  w ith  a degree o f ce rta in ty . Diam onds had 
b ro u g h t our co u n try  a ce rta in  measure o f p rosperity  and the 
discovery o f  gold focussed m any more eyes in  th is  d irec tion . 
T rade and commerce were beg inn ing  to  flow  free ly  and these 
demanded bu ild ings, and a t th e  very close o f the  cen tu ry  the 
q u a n tity  surveyor had jo ined the vanguard.

In 1 8 9 2  a young a rc h ite c t by the  nam e o f M r. H erbe rt Baker 
came to  Cape Tow n, and was was fo llow ed sh o rtly  a fte rw ards 
by a M r. F ricker, who d id  a ce rta in  am oun t o f q u a n tity  su r­
veying w ork fo r  Baker. F ricker, however, cam e here more for 
his he a lth  than  to  s ta rt a q u a n tity  surveying p ractice , b u t his 
p rim a ry  ob jec t was no t achieved and he d ied in 1 897 . Baker's 
q u a n tity  surveying w ork was then  done by a f irm  o f fe llow - 
a rch itec ts , Messrs. T u lly  and W aters , and by M r. T . H itc h in , 
ano ther a rch ite c t, pending th e  a rr iva l in  the  coun try  in  1898 
o f M r. A . T . Babbs, who was the  f ir s t  tra ined  and experienced 
q u a n tity  surveyor in Cape Town. Babbs im m ed ia te ly  settled 
down and sta rted  a p ractice , and today, 55 years la te r, he is 
s till on our ro ll o f p rac tis ing  members. Johannesburg was not 
to  be outdone, however, and a t abou t the same tim e  M r. 
Tom m y M oore a rrived  in  the  Transvaal. H is w ork fo r the 
advancem ent o f our profession is well known to  m ost o f you, 
and m uch spade-w ork was done by these tw o men. O thers 
soon came and toge the r they q u ick ly  se ttled  down to  hard 
w ork, and when cond itions became norm al a fte r  the  d isrup tion  
a t the tu rn  o f the  cen tu ry  w ork came s tead ily  and th e ir num ­
bers increased. A b o u t 1905 the  T ransvaal Public W orks 
D epartm ent sta rted  a q u a n tity  surveying b ranch and so a t th is  
early stage we fin d  th a t o ff ic ia l quarte rs  were rea lis ing the

im portance o f our profession. The f irs t association o f q u a n tity  
surveyors was form ed in 1905, being known as the Transvaal 
Society o f Q u a n tity  Surveyors. Our profession is well known 
fo r th in k in g  today w hat the rest o f the  w orld  th inks  tom orrow, 
and i t  is, there fo re , not surpris ing to  fin d  th a t we a n tic ipa ted  
the  A c t o f U nion by fo rm ing  the  South A fr ic a n  In s titu te  o f 
Q u a n tity  Surveyors in  1908.

N a tu ra lly , the  q u a n tity  surveyor cannot progress alone, and 
during  a ll th is  tim e  a rch ite c tu re  was also m aking  strides. The 
progress o f our tw o professions con tinued to  such good purpose 
th a t in 1922 or 1923 there began to  be ta lk  o f reg is tra tion . 
A t  firs t the a rch itec ts  spoke o f go ing ahead by themselves, bu t 
a fte r  approaches from  the leaders o f our own profession i t  was 
agreed th a t we should jo in  forces in  a u n ified  m arch towards 
th is  ob jective .

A  B ill was d ra fte d  in considerable d e ta il in an e ffo r t to  cover 
a ll even tua lities , b u t was subsequently w ithd raw n  and redra fted  
in  short fo rm  leaving the de ta ils  to  be covered la te r by regu la ­
tions. The w isdom o f th is move is now obvious when we th in k  
o f the snags w h ich  even the regu la tions are som etim es found 
to  con ta in . In  1927 the measure became law in w hat is known 
as the A rch ite c ts ' and Q u a n tity  Surveyors' (P riva te ) A c t No. 18 
o f 1927, and I fee l i t  is on ly f i t  and proper to  record here the 
names o f th ree  people who helped in the passing o f th is  A c t. 
Dr, M a lan , the present Prime M in is te r, was then  M in is te r o f 
the In te rio r, and gave g rea t assistance to  us. M r. Centlivres, 
the present C h ie f Justice o f the U nion, was then the  P a rlia ­
m entary  d raughtsm an and i t  was on his advice th a t the  o rig ina l 
d ra ft was w ithd raw n  and w ith  his assistance i t  was redra fted . 
T h ird ly , the  la te  Dr. H ja lm a r R e itz , who p ilo ted  the Bill 
th rough  the  House and became cha irm an o f the  Inaugura l 
Board.

I t  w ould be rash, i f  no t im proper, fo r me to  pursue our 
h is to ry  from  th a t tim e  onwards in view o f the fa c t th a t  M r . J. 
Lewis has just prepared a h is to ry  o f the f irs t 25  years o f the 
In s titu te  and Chapter. As M r. Lewis has been reg is tra r o f the 
In s titu te  since its fo rm a tio n  he is obviously in a be tte r position 
than  anyone else to  w r ite  such a  h is to ry , a lth o u g h  I would have 
liked  h im  to  have made somewhat more reference to  the 
Chapter.

D u ring  the past year the  In s titu te  held an o ff ic ia l banquet 
to  celebrate our s ilve r jub ilee , and we, as a p a rt o f the  In s ti­
tu te , n a tu ra lly  took p a rt. I th in k , however, th a t the  C hapter 
stole a lead in  th is respect in th a t on the a c tu a l b irthday  
(June 18 th ) your Board held a special m eeting and lunched 
toge ther in  order to  celebrate the occasion.

A nd  so we have reached the present. Looking ahead is 
dangerous fo r we cannot com plete ly con tro l the fu tu re  w h ich  is 
so o ften  swayed by extraneous forces. B ut we can a t least try  
to  brace ourselves aga inst these forces. How fa r ahead can 
we see P

There can be li t t le  doubt th a t  q u a n tity  surveying has come 
to  stay, and the  position o f the C hapter w ould appear to  be
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q u ite  secure. W e m ust, however, m ake sure th a t the  boom 
periods we have passed th rough  and are s t i l l  passing th rough 
do no t have a d e tr im e n ta l e ffe c t. W o rk  o f any descrip tion  is 
inc lined  to  su ffe r a fa l l in g -o f f  in  q u a lity  d u ring  tim es o f p len ty , 
and th is  applies to  q u a n tity  surveying no less than  to  trades 
and hand icra fts . T h is  is the  f irs t w arn ing note I w ould sound. 
A re  we q u ite  sure th a t our work is o f the  same standard th a t 
i t  was tw e n ty -fiv e  years ago ? I know q u ite  w ell th a t  every 
generation te lls  succeeding ones th a t "  th ings a re n 't w ha t they 
were "  and I do no t w ant to  be dubbed an o ld  fogey w ho does 
no t move w ith  the tim es, b u t I am  o fte n  n o t a l i t t le  worried 
when I see the lig h t-h e a rte d  way in  w hich m any facets o f our 
w ork are treated.

I a d m it th a t students today have a d if f ic u lt  task in  keeping 
pace w ith  the  alm ost bew ildering changes in m ateria ls  and 
m ethods o f  construction , and I am  th a n k fu l th a t  my own 
tra in in g  was in more stab le  tim es, b u t it m ust be remembered 
th a t i t  is s t i l l  essential to  understand thorough ly  the basic 
princ ip les on w h ich  a ll construction  rests. O ur profession is one 
w hich ca lls fo r c lear th in k in g  and an a b ility  to  see a problem  
fro m  a ll po in ts  o f view, and I feel th a t logical expression is 
m uch m ore im p o rta n t than  advanced m athem atics  and the 
fin e r po in ts  o f the theory o f structures. I regret very  much 
th a t report w r it in g  is not a separate sub ject in our syllabus. 
Let us also try  to  remember th a t exam ina tions and a degree or 
d ip lom a  are no t the end o f learn ing, bu t from  a p rac tica l po in t 
o f view they are m erely the beginn ing. Sound p rac tica l ex­
perience ga ined over m any years is essential to  the firs t-c lass  
q u a n tity  surveyor, and I view w ith  concern the  fee ling  among 
so m any th a t there  is no in te rm ed ia te  stage between exam ina­
tions and p riva te  practice.

W e are a ll n o t a l i t t le  worried a t th e  h igh  level o f bu ild ing  
costs, bu t I am  convinced th a t we cannot expect any re tu rn  to 
lower general levels. There are, however, tw o people who can 
co n tr ib u te  towards a measure o f reduction, and one o f them  
is the person who shouts most a t th e ir present h igh  leve l— I 
re fe r to  the  bu ild in g  owner. H is p rim ary  in te rest today appears 
to  ge t s ta rted  a t a ll costs, and w ha t costs they o ften  are ! 
P rep lann ing  has been th row n to  the w inds and the q u a n tity  
surveyor is asked to measure fro m  draw ings w h ich  are a ll too 
o fte n  h a lf f in ished and even h a lf tho u g h t o u t. I am  not 
b lam ing  the  ind iv idua l a rch ite c t fo r th is, fo r i f  he is no t p re ­
pared to  fa ll in w ith  the wishes o f his c lie n t he knows th a t 
there  is p robably someone else who w ill. The q u a n tity  su r­
veyor is in tu rn  pushed to  the  extrem e, and the  resu lting  b ill 
o f q u a n tit ie s  is no t what i t  o u g h t to  be. Le t us be fra n k . How 
m any o f us, in  the  past few years, have produced a b il l w h ich  
could no t have been im proved had we been able to  take  it 
home w ith  us and spend a few days e d iting  i t  ? W e are also 
landed w ith  huge va ria tio n  accounts w hich o u g h t never to 
occur, and w hich o ften  clog up the  o ffic e  to  such an exten t 
th a t -the prepara tions o f  b ills  fo r new w ork frequen tly  suffers. 
T he  con tra c to r is in tu rn  also a ffec ted , fo r instead o f being 
able to  order his m ateria ls  a t  the  proper tim es, he o fte n  has to 
go on a lm ost fro m  day to  day. I feel, therefore, th a t  the b u ild ­
ing owner h im se lf is the person who can do more than  anyone 
else to  reduce b u ild in g  costs. He should make up his m ind w hat 
he wants and no t change it ,  and then give his team  o f experts 
tim e  to  w ork p ro p e r ly -  the a rch ite c t to  prep lan fu lly , the 
q u a n tity  surveyor to  measure properly, and the con tra c to r to 
co -o rd in a te  his job e ffic ie n tly . I beg our a rch ite c t friends to  do 
th e ir u tm ost to  b rin g  th is  home to  th e ir c lients.

The o the r person who can c o n tr ib u te  towards a reduction in 
costs is the w orkm an. I am  not convinced by the sta tem ents 
o f w orkers ' organ isa tions th a t the  men are do ing th e ir best. 
The speed-up w hich results when incentives are in troduced 
te lls  its  own tale.

One o f my grea test worries, however, is th a t th is  era o f haste 
and yet more haste may have a de tr im e n ta l e ffe c t on the  work 
o f a ll connected w ith  b u ild ing , fo r m a ke -sh ifts , short cuts and 
carelessness w h ich  are once accepted soon tend to  become 
standard practice.

Ours is a most unusual profession fo r we have to  th in k  not 
on ly  o f the interests o f our c lie n t bu t o f the  interests o f a ll, 
and we m ust show an im p a rt ia lity  on the h ighest level. On 
second thoughts , however, who rea lly is our c lie n t P M ig h t 
we not regard the  bu ild in g  its e lf as our c lien t, so th a t a ll our 
e ffo rts  should be d irected  towards seeing th a t the  eventual 
s truc tu re  is the best i t  can be w ith in  the  a m b it o f our ju risd ic ­
tion , and surely "  the a m b it o f our ju risd ic tio n  "  is p r im a rily  
the  cost aspect. Cannot we as a profession do a n y th in g  to  
reduce th is  ever-ris ing  cost sp ira l ? I am sure we can i f  on ly

we are g iven the tim e  and o p p o rtu n ity . I do hope the  fu tu re  
w ill see a re tu rn  to  norm al tim es and a saner tem po, though 
I doubt i f .  I t  is most u n fo rtu n a te  th a t so m any o f our younger 
members are oba in ing  th e ir  tra in in g  and experience in tim es 
such as these.

I would have liked  these silver jub ilee  ce lebra tions to  have 
come a t a tim e  o f  n o rm a lity  ra the r than  in a boom period, fo r 
we have no tim e  a t the m om ent fo r  co n tem p la tion . I feel th a t 
every so o fte n  we should s it  down and th in k  back to  basic 
p rincip les. A re  we no t in danger o f d r iv in g  on a t  breakneck 
speed w ith o u t ever th in k in g  o f where we are go ing or o f 
w hether our car needs tu n in g  up. A re  we q u ite  sure th a t our 
p rim a ry  endeavour is to  p rovide the best service we can fo r the 
good o f the  bu ild in g  in d u s try  ? I would ask you to th in k  over 
these po ints.

One very good sign fo r  the  fu tu re  is th a t the  business world 
in  general is slowly beg inn ing  to  realise th a t  the q u a n tity  su r­
veyor is the  f ir s t  person who should be consulted on a ll m a tte rs  
re la tin g  to  b u ild in g  costs. I feel we should lose no oppo r­
tu n ity  o f pressing th is  p o in t, fo r a fte r  a ll i t  is our whole t ra in ­
ing. The  m om ent bu ild in g  costs are m entioned, i t  should be 
a u to m a tic  fo r  people to  th in k  im m ed ia te ly  o f the  q u a n tity  
surveyor. I th in k  i t  w ill n o t be long before th is  w ill be general 
p ractice , b u t we m ust ensure th a t we encourage th is  desirable 
end by c rea ting  in the  m inds o f the  p ub lic  a confidence in our 
in te g rity .

I w ould now lik e  to  deal w ith  m y own year o f o ffic e  and 
w ith  the  recent innova tion  w h ich  has helped members from  
o u tly in g  centres to  become members o f the  Board. Let us 
rem em ber th a t no new p rin c ip le  has been in troduced. From 
the very f ir s t  days o f the C hapter i t  has been the o re tica lly  
possible fo r any m em ber liv in g  anywhere to  be elected to  the  
Board. But tra ve llin g  tim e  and expense made i t  unpracticab le , 
and so fo r 22  years the C hapter was governed by w hat was 
v ir tu a lly  a Johannesburg and P retoria  C om m ittee . There was 
a local com m ittee  in Cape Tow n fo r m any years and la ter 
others were form ed in D urban and Port E lizabeth , b u t these 
had l i t t le  d ire c t con tac t w ith  the  Board, and so v ir tu a lly  we a ll 
worked in w a te r- t ig h t com partm ents . I t  is n a tu ra l th a t  each 
understood only a l i t t le  o f the problem s o f the o thers, and 
suspicions and fr ic tio n s  were no t unknow n. Three years ago 
the  Board decided to  include  in its  nom ina tions a m em ber o f 
each o f  the then local com m ittees and to  a rrange, w ith  the 
help o f C entra l C ouncil, fo r h is expenses to be paid to  a ttend  
th ree  or fo u r m eetings a year. The resu lt has fa r exceeded 
a ll expecta tions fo r i t  has k n itte d  us toge ther in a way never 
before possible. W e fro m  the  ou tside areas now know fo r the 
f irs t tim e  o f the  am azing  am ount o f w ork w h ich  is done by the 
Board and the  am oun t o f tim e  g iven up by its  members fo r  the 
b e n e fit o f our profession. The  Board is also fo r  the  f irs t tim e  
in real co n ta c t w ith  th e  problem s and cond itions in  o the r 
centres. I w ould sum up the e ffe c t o f these last th ree  years 
by saying th a t we are now fo r the  f irs t tim e  a C hapter o f 
South A fr ic a n  Q u a n tity  Surveyors, a u n ifie d  body instead o f a 
co llec tion  o f in d iv id u a l parts.

T h is  year the  experim ent was carried  fu r th e r by the  e lection  
fo r th e  f ir s t  tim e  o f a president fro m  ou tside the  Transvaal. 
I t  is perhaps f i t t in g  th a t th is  f ir s t  ou ts ide p resident should 
come fro m  Cape Tow n ow ing to its  hav ing  been the  crad le  o f 
ou r profession in South A fr ic a  and also to  the  fa c t th a t i t  has 
had a local com m ittee  fo r so m any years. B ut I would lik e  to 
m ake i t  c lear th a t I have regarded the honour w h ich  has fa llen  
to  me q u ite  im personally, and I look on m yself as be ing a pa rt 
o f N a ta l, Port E lizabeth  and the  Free S tate as m uch as o f 
Cape Town.

I t  is n o t fo r me to  assess the  success or otherw ise o f th is  
innova tion  o f an extra -T ra n sva a l president. U ndoubted ly  it 
has a num ber o f severe drawbacks fo r the  president is norm a lly  
called upon to  do a g rea t deal o f w ork w h ich  cannot be done 
from  a d istance, and so m y e lection  has th row n a heavy burden 
on others. I have, however, tr ie d  to  be o f he lp  in o th e r d ire c ­
tions. Regarding m yself as representing a ll the  ou tside areas 
I have tr ie d  to  f in d  o u t som eth ing  abou t them , and so during  
my year o f o ffice  I have v is ited , w ith o u t cost to  the  C hapter, 
a ll the  reg ional com m ittees o f N a ta l, Port E lizabe th  and the 
Free S tate, and also the  com m ittee  a t  P re to ria . Everywhere I 
have found a m ost keen body o f men, and I have had discus­
sions and exchanged views on m any topics. As a resu lt, I feel 
we a ll know each o th e r's  v iew po in ts  a g re a t deal be tte r, and I 
am co n fiden t th a t over the past th ree  years there  has been 
a g rea t d raw ing  toge ther o f  our m em bers— a g rea te r fee ling  
o f oneness.
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There are m any o the r th ings to  w h ich  you w ill probably 
expect me to  re fe r. Q u a lif ic a tio n  o f tenders, the revision o f 
the S tandard system o f m easurem ent, revision o f the fo rm  of 
co n tra c t, s tandard spec ifica tions and fees fo r provis ional b ills  
are perhaps ju s t a few. Perhaps I ought to  speak on these 
subjects, b u t in an address o f th is  k ind  i t  is obviously impos­
sib le  to  include  everyth ing  and I w ould suggest th a t i f  there 
are any queries on these m a tte rs  w h ich  you w ould like  answered 
they can be raised under "  G enera l."

I w ould also like  to  speak a t some leng th  abou t the new ly- 
form ed Jo in t C ouncil fo r  the  B u ild ing  Indus try , b u t I rea lly 
h a ve n 't the  tim e. S u ffice  i t  fo r me to  say th a t i t  is doing 
g rand w ork, and a ll the members w ho g ive up so m uch o f th e ir 
tim e , no t fo rg e ttin g  the  honorary secretary, are to  be co n ­
g ra tu la te d  and thanked.

I do feel, however, th a t  my address to  you w ou ll be incom ­
p le te  w ith o u t a reference to  the N a tio n a l B u ild ing  Research 
In s titu te , whose d irec to r we are d e ligh ted  to  have w ith  us th is  
a fte rnoon . I have been priv ileged  to  ob ta in  a few glimpses o f 
portions o f the In s titu te 's  w ork and I have been amazed. I t  
deserves a ll our support and I am  most g ra tif ie d  a t the  co­
opera tion  between the In s titu te  and the  C hapter w h ich  is 
be ing b u ilt  up. I w ould advise you a ll to  w atch  the  In s titu te 's  
w ork c a re fu lly  fo r i t  can he lp  us a g rea t deal in  our profession. 
W henever we are ab le  in  any way to  he lp  the  In s titu te  we shall 
be most happy.

There is one o th e r item  to  w h ich  I w ould draw  your a t te n ­
tion . I f  you have exam ined the  fin a n c ia l accounts w ith  more 
than  a cursory look you w ill f in d  th a t  one sheet is devoted to 
the  C hap te r's  Benevolent Fund. The present to ta l o f  th is  fund  
is less than  one thousand pounds and I fee l we should be just 
a l i t t le  ashamed. I know th a t a t the  m om ent th is  fu n d  is 
l i t t le  used, b u t th a t is only to  be expected o f a young profes­
sion passing th rough  good tim es, b u t m ay I rem ind you th a t in 
years to  come there  w ill doubtless be m any ca lls on th is  fund. 
W hen th a t tim e  arrives it w ill be too la te  to  try  to  b u ild  up

the  ca p ita l. M ay  I beg o f you seriously to  consider th is  fund 
now, and to  give to  i t  generously. The fu tu re  w ill th a n k  you.

I conclude on a few personal notes. F irs tly , my thanks to 
my fe llow  members o f the  Board who have supported me so 
well d u ring  th is  past year. I do so m uch apprec ia te  a ll you 
have done, especially those o f you whose experience goes back 
fo r so m any years. I t  is usually inv id ious to  re fer to  in d iv i­
duals, b u t I should be fa ilin g  in  my d u ty  i f  I d id  no t m ention 
M r. C astle ton, our senior v ice-pres iden t, who has had to  do so 
m uch o f the w ork which should have fa lle n  to  my lo t. T hank 
you so very m uch fo r a ll you have done.

I w ould also lik e  to  re fe r to  M r. V enn, who d u ring  the  past 
year resigned from  the  Board a fte r  many years o f service which 
included m uch w ork on a num ber o f sub-com m ittees. As M r. 
V enn 's  res igna tion  was necessitated ow ing to  a prolonged 
absence overseas, i t  is to  be hoped th a t i t  w ill m erely be tem ­
porary, for we can ill a ffo rd  to  lose his experience and sound 
judgm ent. His place has been taken by M r. A lle n , whom  we 
welcome.

F ina lly , I come to  the  secretaria l services so e ff ic ie n tly  p ro ­
vided by the  Associated S c ien tific  and Techn ica l Societies o f 
South A fr ic a . The personal secretary who had looked a fte r  us 
fo r the past few  years, M r. J. M cLaren , u n fo rtu n a te ly  resigned 
last year ow ing to  his re tu rn  overseas. The C hapter is the 
worse fo r his departu re , fo r i t  is im possible to  speak too h igh ly  
o f h im . H is e ffic iency  and courtesy were o f an order one 
seldom meets, and he w ill long be remembered by a ll who had 
any con tac t w ith  h im . H is place has been token by M r. J. 
R. G lynn, assisted by M r. B. J. Sm ith. I t  is d if f ic u lt  qu ick ly  
to  p ick  up the  threads o f a s ta tu to ry  body having a ll the  ra m i­
fica tions  o f our C hapter,, b u t they are succeeding adm irab ly  
and I would lik e  to  express to  them  the  thanks  o f the Board 
in general and o f m yself in  pa rticu la r.

FRED. C. HARRIS.

BOARD'S REPORT FOR 1952-1953.

TO  THE MEMBERS OF TH E CHAPTER :
The fo llow ing  is your Board's Report covering the  1952 - 

1953 Session, d u ring  w h ich  period the  Board com prised the 
underm entioned m embers :—
P ractis ing M em bers :

Messrs. L. C. A u s tin , R. F. Bell, A . A . B jo rkm an, J. W . S. 
C astle ton, Fred C. H a rris , T . H . Louw, P. S. M cD onald, 
G. P. Q ua il, A . O. Simpson and O. C. V enn  (re tired  
fro m  the  Board and succeeded by M r. E. F. A lle n , who 
was appo in ted  on 2 8 /1 0 /1 9 5 2 ) .

Salaried M em bers :
M r . W . J. C lyde, M r. J. B. Sutherland.

O ffioe  Bearers fo r  th e  Year :
President .................  M r. Fred C. Harris.
Senior V ice -P res iden t .... M r. J. W . S. Castleton.
Jun io r V ice -P res iden t .... M r. G. P. Q ua il.

BOARD'S COM M ITTEES:
The fo llow ing  S ub-C om m ittees o f the  Board operated

d u rin g  the  year :
General P ractice, Education, Education Endowment Fund, 
Finance, M eda l, Public R elations (M a in  S tanding C om ­
m itte e ), Johannesburg S tanding C om m ittee , Pretoria 
S tanding C om m ittee . (N o te  : The  Regional C om m ittees 
served th e ir  respective areas.) Revision o f S tandard 
System, E xam ina tion  o f M em bersh ip  A p p lica tions  Sub- 
C om m ittee .

THE C EN TR AL C O U N C IL  :
Board's Delegates :

M r. Fred C. H a rris , a lte rn a te  M r. J. W . S. Castle ton.

M r. L. C. A u s tin  „  M r. A . A . B jorkm an.
M r. T . H . Louw ,, M r. G. P. Q uail.

The Board o f Education :
M r. J. W . S. C astle ton, a lte rn a te  M r. R. B. M ilfo rd .
M r. J. 0 .  Q uail „  M r. O. C. Venn

(subsequently M r. R. F. 
Bell).

M r. A . O. Simpson ,, M r. T . H . Louw.
Jo in t Fees C om m ittee  :

N o representatives were appointed and it was agreed tha t 
nom ina tions w ould be made if  spec ifica lly  desired by the 
C en tra l Council.

CHAPTER'S REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES :
Jo in t Practice C om m ittee  o f the Transvaal Provincia l In s titu te  

o f A rch itec ts , M oster Builders ' ond A llie d  Trades' Associa­
tions ( W itw a te rs rand  and Pretoria) and C hapter o f South 
A fr ic a n  Q u a n tity  Surveyors :
M r. R. F. Bell (Pretoria)

a lte rna te  M r. S. F. S. Cosser (P re to ria ),
M r. A . A . B jo rkm an (Johannesburg)

a lte rna te  M r. I. E. Hope-Jones (Johannesburg),
M r. T . H. Louw (P re to ria ),

a lte rn a te  M r. J. W . S. C astle ton (Johannesburg), 
M r. R. J. C. Prentice (P re to ria ) (subsequently M r. E. F. 
A lle n , Johannesburg),

a lte rna te  M r. W . J. C lyde (P re to ria ),
M r. 0 .  C. V enn (Johannesburg) (subsequently M r. G.
P. Q ua il, Johannesburg),

a lte rn a te  M r. G. P. Q uail (Johannesburg) (subse­
quen tly  M r. R. B. M ilfo rd , Johannesburg).
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convened os fu ll m eetings

N o tio n a l Build ing Research In s titu te — South A fr ica n  C ouncil 
fo r  S cien tific  and In d u s tr ia l Research :

M r. T . H . Louw, a lte rn a te  M r. A . A . B jorkm an.
Delegate to  the Faculty o f A rch ite c tu re — U nivers ity  o f the 
W itw a tc rs rand  :

M r. J. 0 .  Q uail.
Delegates to  the C on tro lling  Executive o f the Associated Scien­
t i f ic  and Technica l Societies o f South A fr ic a  :

M r. A . A . B jorkm an, a lte rna te  M r. 0 .  C. Venn
(subsequently M r. I. E. 
Hope-Jones)

M r. G. P. Q ua il ,, M r. J. R. Sutherland.
Liaison O ffice r— South A fr ica n  A rch ite c tu ra l Record :

M r. O. C. V enn (subsequently M r. J. W . S. C astle ton). 
Lia ison O ffice r— Royal In s titu t io n  of C hartered Surveyors :

M r. Fred C. Harris.
BOARD MEETINGS :

Twelve m eetings o f the Board were held d u ring  the period 
under review, in respect o f w h ich  the  fo llow ing  is the  a tte n d ­
ance record :—

M r. L. C. A u s tin  .... . .. 9
M r. R. F. Bell .... .................... 9

M r. A . A . B jo rkm an .... .... . .. • 10
M r. J. W . S. C astle ton .... .... .... 1 '
M r. W . J. C lyde .... .... •••• 10
M r. Fred C. H a rris  .... .... .... .... 6
M r. T . H . Louw .... .... .... . .. 12
M r. P. S. M cD ona ld  .... . .. .... 5
M r. G. P. Q uail .................... p ................  12
M r. A . O. Simpson .... .... .... .... 4
M r. J. B. S utherland .... . .. •••■ 1 1,
M r. O. C. Venn .... .... . .. .... 8
M r. E. F. A lle n  ...................................................  3

Five m eetings o f the  Board were < 
a t w h ich  coastal representatives were present.

M e n tio n  is aga in  made o f the b ene fit to  the Board th a t 
coastal representation has proved to  be, in th a t the  Board hes 
had more d ire c t con tact w ith  centres d is ta n t fro m  Johannes­
burg th rough  personal com m unica tion  w ith  those areas. 
M EMBERSHIP :
S ta tu to ry  Roll

The to ta l mem bership o f the Chapter, as a t 3 0 th  January, 
1953, is 3 5 5 , classed as under :—

P ractis ing solely as Q u a n tity  Surveyors..
P ractis ing in  dual capacity 
Salaried 
Retired
H onorary  ...; ..r,

35 5  (329 )

(Figures in brackets are those fo r February, 1952.)
T he  to ta l mem bership o f the  Chapter, as re flected  in the 

S ta tu to ry  Roll, is 3 5 8 , b u t a tte n tio n  must be draw n to  the  fact 
th a t th ree  o f these members come under the  provisions of 
R egulation No. 74.
Enrolm ents :—

Since the  pub lica tio n  o f the  previous Report o f the  Board, 
27 new members have been enrolled.
As Practis ing M embers— 5 :

Messrs. C. L. Rogers, P. E. M id d le to n , W . H. V . Pridgeon,
R. H. Gibson, M . L. W rig h t.

As Salaried M em bers— 22 :
Messrs^ B. B. Shagam, T . L. Perkins, R. A . H . Brown, R. 
A . H indes, N . D. Nelson, P. J. Posegrouw, R. F. H orn,
S. N e ll, P. C. H . F ry linck, M . H . G a lgu t, T. H . Hope, D. 
J. Rouse, E. A . W a lke r, R. F. Stedman, H . S. Phinn, J. G. 
H artm ann , F. P. Skead, G. A . S. Scott, J. R. M cKechnie, 
H . F. Ross, A . W . W ille , G. R. G. W h ite in g .

Resumption o f M em bership (from  res igna tion )— 4 :
Messrs. H . J. K raayenb rink (to  Salaried), J. H . Cohen (to  
Salaried), H. B. Kelfkens (to  Salaried, subsequently to 
P ractis ing), G. K em m is-B e tty  (to  Salaried).

T ransfers :
The fo llow ing  in te rg rade transfers took place d u ring  the 

year (in  order o f transfe r) : —
From Salaried to  Practis ing :

Messrs. E, F. A lle n , A . J. Lee, J. J. Pansegrouw, L. A . N .

Down, T . W . M iners, R. H . G. Dunlop, F. G. M oore, C. 
W . E lgin, A . Coetzee, K. A . M orren , R. E. Schoombie, A . 
V . M eaker, J. E. H am m erton , E. A . W a lke r, H . B. 
K e lfkens, B. D. Shelver.

O B ITU A R Y  :
It  is w ith  regret th a t the  Board records the  deaths during  

the year o f  the  m embers named below : -
M r . J. W . H . Farrow, M r. C. W . B. Stocks.

CHAPTER'S FINANCES :
The aud ited  accounts fo r the  ca lendar year 1952, a copy 

o f w hich has been sent to  each m ember, shows an excess o f 
revenue o f expend itu re  a m oun ting  to  £351 8s. 4 d ., th is  despite 
ever-increas ing  costs o f a d m in is tra tio n .

The am oun t received by way o f subscrip tions charged to 
members has increased by a pp rox im a te ly  £ 2 1 0  and the am ount 
o f rebates received from  the Royal In s titu t io n  o f C hartered 
Surveyors has increased by approx im a te ly  £ 2 3 . C e rta in  pay­
m ents made d u ring  1951 as g ran ts  to  Public A u th o r itie s  were 
no t repeated th is  year.

T he  ca p ita l o f the Education Endowment Fund stands at 
£ 2 4 9  2s. 9d ., a g ra n t o f  £ 1 0  10s. hav ing  been made during  
the  year. The U n iversities have been n o tif ie d  o f the existence 
o f th is  fund , and the  Board w ould also rem ind  members th a t 
th is  fund  is ava ilab le  fo r the  b e n e fit o f students who require 
f in a n c ia l assistance.

The Benevolent Fund has benefited  to  the  e x te n t o f 
£191 8s. 8d. d u ring  the  year, £10 7  Is . 6d. be ing donations 
fro m  members, and a fu r th e r £ 8 4  7s. 2d. be ing a share o f the 
proceeds o f the  Dance held jo in t ly  by the  T ransvaal Provincia l 
In s titu te  and the C hap te r in 1951. Benefits to the exten t of 
£7 10s. have been pa id  d u ring  the  year, and th e  ca p ita l now 
stands a t £ 9 6 5  15s. 2d.

The pos ition in  respect o f  the  paym ent o f subscrip tions is 
sa tis facto ry . W h ils t expressing its  apprec ia tion  o f the  very 
large num ber o f members who pay d u ring  January, the Board 
would, however, rem ind a ll members th a t the co lle c tin g  o f 
overdue subscrip tions causes the  Secretaries and the  Finance 
Sub- C om m ittee  a g rea t deal o f e x tra  w ork. T h is  rem inder is 
p a rtic u la rly  addressed to  those members who, tem p o ra rily  or 
perm anently , cease to  p ractise as Q u a n tity  Surveyors and who 
could, therefore, a va il themselves o f the  "  re tired  clcss "  o f 
m embership.
R EG IO NAL CO M M ITTEES :

The Regional C om m ittees fu n c tioned  d u rin g  the Session 
1 9 5 2 -1 9 5 3  under the  d ire c tio n  o f the fo llow ing  members : 
Cape Town M r. Fred C. H a rris  (C ha irm an)

M r. A . W ood (V ice -C ha irm an)
M r. G. E. M . Anderson (H on. Secretary) 
M r. R. H . A itch ison  
M r. W . J. Y . D ickson 
M r. W . B. James 
M r. C. A . Sm ith 
M r. A , O. Simpson (C hairm an)
M r. C. J. L e ig h -H u n t (V ice -C ha irm an) 
M r. H . R. R orvik (H on. Secretary)
M r. E. L. Sanders 
M r. N . H . W isem an 
M r. W . H. M a la n  (C ha irm an)
M r. P. J. M u lle r  (H on. Secretary)
M r. R. M . Kennedy 
M r. W . Rhodes-H arrison 
M r. A . Sacks 
M r. R. E. Schoombie 
M r. R. J. Law (C hairm an)
M r. A . V . M ea ke r (H on. Secretary)
M r. P. S. M cD ona ld  
M r. C. G. Rowse 
M r. S. C. W arren

T he  Board desires to  record its  a p p rec ia tion  o f the  va luable 
services carried  ou t by these C om m ittees and its  th anks  for 
th e ir co -ope ra tion  w ith  the Board in its  w o rk  d u ring  th e  year. 
Q U A N T IT Y  SURVEYING ED U C A TIO N  :

A  sa tis facto ry  num ber o f students con tinue  to  reg ister a t 
the  various U n iversities. D eta ils  o f  num bers fo r the  year 1952 
shown in  each year o f  s tudy are g iven below : —

Cape Town :
Degree
D ip lom a

N a ta l

Orange Free S tate

Pert E lizabeth

1. II .  I I I . IV . V .
Sub-

T o ta l T o ta l

9 6 6 5
1
8

1
34 35
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N a ta l :
Degree .. 9 2 3 —  — 14
C e rtif ic a te  .. .. — — 1 9  - 10 24

P re to ria  :
Degree .. 8 5 2 3 2 20
D ip lom a .. 15 16 7 7 — 45
C e rtif ic a te 1 — — —  — 1 6 6

W itw a te rs ro n d  :
Degree 4 3 1 8
D ip lom a .. 17 9 9 5 - 40
C e rtif ic a te 48
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In February, 1952, the  U n ive rs ity  o f the W itw a te rs rand  
was ob liged to  refuse adm ission to  a num ber o f prospective 
and e lig ib le  students, the  U n ivers ity  hav ing  previously decided 
on a lim ita t io n  o f tw en ty  places fo r firs t-y e a r students owing 
to  shortage o f accom m odation and o the r d iff ic u ltie s . Repre­
sentations were made by the  C hapter to  C entra l Council, but 
as a U n ivers ity  Finances Commission o f In q u iry  was la ter 
appo in ted , C entra l C ouncil decided th a t the case w ould be m et 
by a u tho ris ing  its  Board o f Education to  give evidence before 
th e  Com m ission. The results o f the  Com m ission o f  In q u iry  are 
no t ye t to  hand, b u t in the  m eantim e the U n ivers ity  o f the 
W itw a te rs ra n d  has increased its  l im ita t io n  to  tw e n ty -f iv e  f ir s t-  
year students and no e lig ib le  students have had to  be refused 
adm ission th is  year.

In M arch , 1952, the  U n ivers ity  o f N a ta l, by arrangem ent 
w ith  C entra l C ouncil, in s titu te d  a new type  o f c e rtif ic a te  
course ( fo r students non-res iden t in  U n ive rs ity  cen tres), which 
includes postal in s tru c tio n  and guidance.

THE RO YAL IN S T IT U T IO N  OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS :
D uring  the year the  large to ta l o f tw e n ty -th re e  members 

app lied  th rough  the  C hapter fo r m em bership o f  the  R.I.C.S.
R ecognition (re trospective ly) o f  the  f in a l c e rtif ic a te  exam ina ­

tions o f the  U n iversities o f P re to ria  and the  W itw a te rs ra n d  was 
g ran ted  by the  R.I.C.S., a fu r th e r g roup  o f C hap te r members 
thereby becom ing e lig ib le  fo r R.I.C.S. mem bership. The  posi­
tio n  a t  present regard ing  R.I.C.S. recogn ition  is as fo llows : 
U n ive rs ity  Degree D ip lom a C e rtif ica te
Cape Tow n * Recognised Recognised None
N a to l N o t ye t recognised N one N o t ye t recognised
P re to ria  Recognised Recognised Recognised
W itw a te rs ra n d  Recognised Recognised "‘ Recognised

( ,:t Course now d iscon tinued)

REVISED S TAN D AR D  FORM OF B U ILD IN G  C O N TR A C T :
T he  revised S tandard Form o f B u ild ing  C on trac t was p ub ­

lished d u rin g  the  year.
T he  Jo in t C ouncil fo r  the B u ild ing  Industry  is exam in ing  

fu rth e r proposed revisions to  th e  Form  o f C on trac t and in ve s ti­
ga tions are proceeding.

REVISION OF S TAN D AR D  SYSTEM OF MEASURING  
BUILDERS' W ORK IN  SOUTH A FR IC A  :

T he  responsible S ub-C om m ittee  has held several m eetings 
d u rin g  the course o f  the  year and progress is being made. The 
w ork o f revis ion en ta ils  the sacrifice  o f  innum erable hours o f 
S ub-C om m ittee 's  m em bers' tim e  and qu ick  results m ust no t be 
expected unless the  profession happens to  f in d  itse lf less busy 
than  a t present.

Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  OF TENDERS :
In N ovem ber, 1952, the  C hapter concurred w ith  the  decision 

o f  the  N a tio n a l Federation o f B u ild ing  T rade Employers to  
suspend tem pora rily  the  q u a lif ic a tio n  o f m a te ria ls  in  respect 
o f w orks (w ith  ce rta in  exceptions) under £ 50,000 in  value. 
T he  anom aly  previously ex is ting  between the  q u a lif ica tio n s  fo r 
pub lic  and  p riva te  w orks now there fo re  fa lls  away.

FEES FOR PR O V IS IO N A L BILLS OF Q U A N T IT IE S  :
The proposal made a t the  A nnua l General M ee ting  held in 

M arch , 1952, th a t  th e  fee o f 3 %  fo r p rovis ional B ills  o f Q uan­
t it ie s  should be reviewed by the  Board was d u ly  considered by 
the  Board who th o u g h t i t  advisable to  ob ta in  th e  views o f 
members in a ll parts  o f the  coun try . T h is  was done and, in 
a d d itio n , a sc ie n tif ic  analysis o f the  fee was made. The Board 
is now in a pos ition  to  consider the  a d v isa b ility  o f ra is ing  the 
fee and th e ir  decision w ill be re flected  in  Board M inu tes  in 
due course.

STANDARD P R E LIM IN A R Y  A N D  GENERAL BILL A N D  
S TAN D AR D  PREAMBLES :

T he  suggestion o f a C hapter m em ber (a t the  A nnua l General 
M ee ting  held in M arch , 1952) th a t a standard p re lim ina ry  and 
general b il l and s tandard preambles should be o ff ic ia lly  p ub ­
lished was considered by the Board. The suggestion was 
re ferred to  C entra l Council, who now have the m a tte r in hand 
and are considering the p repara tion  o f a S tandard S pecification 
as a f ir s t  step.
IN TE R PR ETATIO N  OF REG ULATIO N 87 (a ) OF THE A C T :

A t  a m eeting  held in September, 1952 (see Board m inutes) 
the Board decided th a t :—

(a) Salaried members who were engaged in any o f  the  B u ild ­
ing  trades a t the tim e  the  am endm ent to  Regulation 
87 (a ) p ro h ib itin g  such engagem ent was prom ulgated 
(v iz ., 3 0 th  September, 1948) could rem ain so engaged 
w h ile  re ta in in g  th e ir salaried mem bership o f the 
C hapter, th is  r ig h t  exp ir in g  upon the cessation o f  such 
engagem ent.

(b) Salaried members who, being engaged in  the B u ild ing  
trades a t the  tim e  o t  the  am endm ent to  Regulation 
8 7 (a ), resigned th e ir  m em bership o f the  C hapter in 
order to  rem ain in such em ploym ent, be given the 
o p p o rtu n ity  o f hav ing  th e ir  resignations annu lled  w ith in  
th ree  m onths o f n o tif ic a tio n  to  th a t e ffect.

Several persons have taken advantage o f the la tte r  ru ling  
and have resumed mem bership o f the  Chapter.
PERSONAL :

M r. 0 .  C. Venn re tired  fro m  the  Board in A u g u s t last, 
hav ing  decided to  proceed overseas fo r an extended period. 
M r. E. F. A lle n  was appo in ted  (in  term s o f R egulation 2 6  o f 
the A c t)  to  f i l l  the  consequent vacancy on the  Board. The 
Board wishes to  place on record its  apprec ia tion  o f  the  m any 
years o f  service given by M r. Venn to  the C hapter and o f his 
inva luable w ork on numerous sub-com m ittees.

M r. T . H . Louw, one o f the  C hapter's representatives on 
C entra l Council, was elected V ice -P re s id e n t- in -C h ie f o f the 
In s titu te  o f South A fr ic a n  A rch ite c ts  fo r  th e  session 195 2 - 
1953. The Board congra tu la tes M r. Louw on hav ing  th is 
honour conferred on h im , w h ich  honour the  C hapter du ly  
shares.

I t  was w ith  g rea t regre t th a t th e  Board was n o tif ie d  in 
A ugus t, 1952, o f the res igna tion  o f M r. J. M cLaren  fro m  the 
Associated Societies, and consequently fro m  his pos ition as 
Secretary to  the C hapter, a fte r  m any years o f loyal service. 
M r. J. R. G lynn was appo in ted  to  succeed M r. M cLaren  and is 
ra p id ly  becom ing conversant w ith  the C hapter's a ffa irs . The 
Board records its  apprec ia tion  o f M r. G lynn 's w ork since his 
assum ption o f  duties.
GENERAL :

Over the  year covered by th is  report m any o the r m atte rs  
have been dea lt w ith  by the Board w hich i t  is no t possible to 
include in d e ta il in th is  report.

Copies o f m inutes, recording the proceedings o f the Board a t 
th e ir  m eetings, have been sent to  a ll members and from  these 
m inu tes w ill be realised the  numerous subjects and m atte rs  
to  w hich the  Board has g iven a tte n tio n  and consideration.

THE ASSOCIATED S C IEN TIF IC  A N D  TE C H N IC A L 
SOCIETIES OF SOUTH A FR IC A :

The C hapter has con tinued  its  m em bership o f the  Associated 
Societies and the Board has pleasure in record ing its  thanks to 
th a t body fo r the  sa tis fac to ry  and e ff ic ie n t m anner in w hich 
the C hap te r's  secre ta ria l w ork has been carried  ou t. 
A P PR EC IATIO N  :

The Board desires to  express its  apprec ia tion  o f the va luable 
services rendered by O ffice  Bearers, M em bers and Co-opted 
M em bers on S ub-C om m ittees who have g iven th e ir t im e  u n ­
sparing ly  to  the  a ffa irs  and interests o f the Profession.

Special thanks  are due to  the Board's three coastal members 
who have sacrificed  th e ir  tim e  and co m fo rt in  tra ve llin g  con­
siderable distances to  a ttend  m eetings.
CO NCLUSIO N :

The re t ir in g  Board desires to  convey to a ll M em bers o f the 
C hapter good wishes fo r a successful A nnua l General M eeting  
and prosperity in th e ir various a c tiv it ie s  th ro u g h o u t the  com ing 
year.
Johannesburg,

2nd  M arch , 1953.
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N O T E S  AND N E WS
CHAPTER OF S.A. QUANTITY SURVEYORS
ENROLMENTS

M r. R. H. Gibson has been enrolled as a prac­
tising member, resident in Fish Hoek, Cape.

Messrs. J. G. Hartm ann, Johannesburg ; H. S. 
Phinn, Pinelands, Cape ; G. A. S. Scott, Durban ; 
and F. P. Skead, Port Elizabeth, have been enrolled 
as salaried members.

The resignations o f M r. J. H. Cohen and H. B. 
Kelfkens have been cancelled, the ir period o f mem­
bership (salaried) being regarded as unbroken. 
INTER-GRADE TRANSFER

M r. H. B. Kelfkens has transferred from Salaried 
to  Practising.
PARTNERSHIPS

M r, R. H. Gibson and M r. E. A. W alker have 
entered into partnership and are practising under 
the t it le  o f Gibson and W alker, P.O. Box 4700, 
Cape Town.

The name o f the firm  in the partnership 
between M r. J. G. Hudson and M r. F. P. Caietta  is 
now Hudson and C aietta, practising a t the same 
address.

M r. J. Momberg and M r. I. Kurland have dis­
solved partnership ; the firm  w ill continue as J. F. 
Momberg, a t the same address.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

The address of the Cape Town branch o f Messrs. 
Austin , Stewart and Ellis is now Fourth Floor, 
Deciduous Fru it Board Building, 16 M ill Street, 
Gardens, Cape Town ; Phone 4-7896.

Messrs. E. H. Stock and Jones have changed 
the ir address to  Suite 1050, Mansion House, Field 
Street, Durban ; Phone 25786.
RESIGNATIONS

M r. M. H. Galgut and M r. L A. Robinson have 
resigned from  the Chapter.

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR "INTERN 
SHIP IN ARCHITECTURE" ANNOUNCED BY 
THE UNITED STATE INSTITUTE
A rch itectura l students from  all parts o f the world 
w ill be given on-the-job tra in ing  in American 
arch itectura l offices under a programme announced 
by M r. Ralph Parker, o f the Am erican Institu te  of 
A rchitects, an a ffilia te  o f the In ternational Union 
o f Arch itects which has consultative status w ith  
Unesco.

The announcement was greeted in Paris by M. 
Pierre Vago, Secretary-General o f the In ternational 
Union, as "  an e ffo rt o f major importance in pro­

viding technical assistance to the countries con­
cerned."

The names and addresses o f nearly a hundred 
arch itectura l offices which are ready to  place 
foreign arch itectura l graduates on the s ta ff 
have already been mailed to a rch itectura l societies 
in 35 countries, so th a t they may no tify  arch itec­
tura l students o f the ir opportun ity. The directory 
also lists an equal number of offices which are 
ready to sponsor and advise foreign students p lan ­
ning to study and travel in the United States.

The architects' programme w ill provide advanced 
professional tra in ing  by allowing foreign students 
to  serve practica l interneships in leading arch itec­
tu ra l offices. It  was announced th a t 40 a rch itec­
tura l offices in the United States are already 
tra in ing  foreign graduate students.

The Am erican architects partic ipa ting  in the 
programme are prepared to  accept candidates 
speaking any o f a wide varie ty o f languages. 
ARTISTS' INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Arranged by Unesco the A rtis ts ' In ternational Con­
ference has just finished its work at Isola S. G ior­
gio, near Venice.

Hundreds o f artists— architects, painters, sculp­
tors, musicians and playwrites, for the cinema as 
well as for the theatre, all chosen e ither by the ir 
international orgin isations or by the ir countries—  
have recently discussed the numerous problems 
which often  they have in common.

Under the presidency of the b r ill ia n t Ita lian  
composer lldebrando P izetti the conference has 
chosen six Vice-Presidents— including the a rch i­
tects Le Corbusier and Hakon Ahlberg. The A m eri­
can author Thornton W ilder was elected general 
rapporteur.

The Conference was divided in to  five Com­
mittees. The chairm an of the Com m ittee fo r the 
plastic arts was the a rch itect Paul Vischer.

This Com m ittee has ch ie fly  examined the prob­
lems o f collaboration between architects, painters 
and sculptors. Two working groups, whose rap­
porteurs were respectively Messrs. A lfred  Roth 
(Switzerland) and W illia m  Holford (United K ing ­
dom), both members o f the U .I.A . delegation, have 
studied the more practica l ways to  fa c ilita te  this 
"  synthesis o f the p lastic arts "  th a t a ll architects, 
painters and sculptors wish for.

A  Resolution, asking the General D irector o f 
Unesco to take steps towards the conclusion of a 
Convention between Governments ru ling  in te r­
national com petitions o f architecture and town- 
planning based on the recommendation o f U .I.A ., 
was unanimously adopted.
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TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL INSTITUTE PROVINCIAL WORK
LIS T  OF ACCEPTED TENDERS FOR M AJO R  P R O V IN C IA L  B U IL D IN G  SERVICES FOR QUARTER ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1952

SERVICE ARCHITECTS Q U A N T IT Y  SURVEYORS CONTRACTORS A M O U N T

—

Roosevelt E.M . H igh  School, Johan­
nesburg : Erection D epartm enta l D epartm enta l M r. L. Elsas £ 9 5 ,9 7 2  0  0

S anddrift P rim ary School : Pta. 
D is tr ic t : E rection

Messrs. M argo  and 
M argo D epartm enta l

Messrs. A to m ic  C on­
s tru c tio n  Co. (P ty.) 
Ltd.

£ 1 5 ,5 5 5  0  0

Zeerust H osp ita l : E rection M r. J. A . H ofm an Messrs. A u s tin , S tewart 
and Ellis

Messrs. A . S lingerland 
(P ty.) £70 ,571  4  0

M ee rh o f H osp ita l : A d d itio n s  and 
A lte ra tio n s D epartm enta l D epartm enta l Messrs. T . H uiskam p £ 9 ,4 9 6  0  0

M eyerv ille  School : S tanderton 
School Board : Erection D epartm enta l D epartm enta l Messrs. A . S. M cKenzie 

(P ty .) L td . £ 2 5 ,9 8 0  0  0

Erection o f new Stores Block a t 
H ercules Prov. Stores, P retoria M r. J. M asure ik D epartm enta l Messrs. Stocks and 

Stocks (P ty .) Ltd. £ 1 2 5 ,8 9 0  0  0

K rugersdorp E.M . H ig h  School : 
A d d itio n s  and A lte ra tio n s M r. G. S. B arnett Messrs. M illa rd  and 

Tennant
Messrs. M ooim an and 

Sans £ 4 2 ,7 4 7  0  0

C hris tiana  H ig h  School : E rection 
o f  New Hostel

M r. P. R. Nel D epartm enta l M r. W . H. Gresty £ 4 6 ,4 4 9  0  0

Erection o f  New M en 's  H oste l a t 
P o tchefstroom  N orm a l College

Messrs. Gordon Le ith  
and Partners D epartm enta l

Messrs. A to m ic  Con­
s tru c tio n  Co. (P ty.) 
Ltd.

£ 6 9 ,7 4 3  0  0

M a lve rn  East A .M . School : Erec­
tio n

M r. J. K okke Messrs. C la rk  and de 
la Cour M r. W . H. Gresty £ 2 9 ,8 8 9  0  0

Erection o f Nurses' Q uarters, etc., 
a t Southern Suburbs H osp ita l, 
Johannesburg (C on tract No. 2)

M r. D. S. Haddon Messrs. A u s tin , Stewart 
and Ellis

Messrs. K. H. Schutte 
and Co. (P ty.) Ltd. £ 2 4 3 ,7 1 7  0  0

Erection o f  New G irls ' Hostel a t 
H oogenhout H ig h  School, Bethal

Messrs. S tucke, H a r r i­
son and Smail M r. L. Novis M r. N . J. Hangelbroek £ 5 0 ,7 0 0  0  0

Erection o f  New School a t  Piet 
R etie f D epartm enta l D epartm enta l Messrs. R. K irk p a tr ic k  

and Son £ 5 3 ,2 7 5  0  0

P re to ria  G irls ' H ig h  School : A d d i­
tions  ond A lte ra tio n s M r. A . V . N unn Messrs. J. W . Cowling 

and Son
Messrs. Bevilacqua and 

Romani £53,951 0  0

UNIVERSITY EXHIBITION
The University o f the W itwatersrand, in conjunc­
tion w ith  its Appeal for Funds, is holding a series 
of exhibitions from  11th to 16th May, 1953, to 
explain to the general public the detailed w ork­
ings o f its various departments. These exhibitions 
w ill be held in the various departm ental labora­
tories and lecture theatres, and include an exhib it 
o f the past and present work of Students o f A rc h i­
tecture and Fine A rts. In addition to these depart­
mental displays there w ill be a large centralised 
exhib it dem onstrating the function  of the U niver­
sity in re la tion to  Society.

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BURSARY
A Bursary of £26 per month (45,000 liras) is 
available to lecturers, a rtis ts, technicians, Univer­
sity graduates and students for the year 1st July, 
1953— 30th  June, 1954, for study, research or
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specialisation a t any Ita lian  University. Travelling 
expenses from  the Ita lian  border to  the University 
and exemption from tu ition  fees are included, but 
successful applicant must pay passage to  and from 
Ita ly  (at reduced rates). Particulars from  the 
Ita lian  Consulate, 106, Pritchard Street, P.O. Box 
9196, Johannesburg. Applications in w riting , g iv ­
ing particulars o f past studies, titles, details of 
proposed studies in Ita ly  and references must be 
subm itted to the Consulate before 25th May, 1953.

VACANCY FOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT
Experienced a rchitectura l assistant required for 
Nairobi firm  of architects. A pp licant, i f  possible 
unattached, should have contemporary outlook 
and be capable of taking charge of branch in 
Uganda or Kenya. Apply in own handwriting w ith 
references and recent photograph to  the Adver­
tiser, P.O. Box 4562, Cape Town.
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