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THE RO M A N ESQ UE C H U R C H  IN ITALY

O p p o s i t e :  T H E  C  A T H  E

It is said of Italy that there is a church 

for each day in the year, and two for 

"  festas."

It is intended to present those built in 

the Romanesque idiom, of which there 

are many to be found in Lombardy and 

Tuscany. Massive wall surfaces, both in 

brick and stone, varying textures and 

colours, delicate ornament, rugged repe­

tition— all attesting to the inspiration of 

the men who created them.

The church— removed from the conception 

of the human habitation, filled with the 

quiet twelfth century volume measured 

by the receding aisle arcades— is an early 

demonstration of volumic architectural 

geometry.

The great basilican prisms, the spherical 

duomos set on the horizontal ordinate, 

accented and elevated by the comple­

mentary verticals, the rising towers and 

lofty campaniles, are the stereographic 

measure of the early Italian ecclesiastical 

conception— measured against the atmos­

pheric and geographical co-ordinate which 

is Italy.
1 W .D.H .
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