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ABST ,-2ACT.
TH ARCHITECTURE OF- MMB-RLEY : [67]| - 19]4:

This dissertation records the development of the Architecture of early
Kimbe -ley from its beginnings in |67| to the outbreak of the First

World War in 1914.

The built environment is considered agamst the backgrout ‘f, snd
as a response to, History, kithv dual buildings r e analysed, .ind
K moerley's ear y architecture s cons dered m terms of these

buildings and what is mown of them authors. In this study, exten-
sive use has been mad. of old drawings, photographs and buildings

of the period that have survived.

Kimberley's early Architecture emerges as an often rough and ready,
but always vital response to the influences of the time. By the end of
the period under study in |9|4, despite a process of refinement, build-
ings remained poorly adapted to them environment, thus emphasising
the importance of time in the establishment of a sound local building

tradition.

r one IlUSions have b”en drawn, however, these are oedema' to the

main purpos ¢ of this study, which is to record Architectural History.

This study has been undertaken n the light of the author's firm con-
viction that although most of the buildings studied are of limited im-
portance m themselves, the development of Kimberley as South Africa's
fmst min ng and Indus!" centre ,e an important link in the as yet
scan, ly dm .r ented < of the development of South Africa's Archi-

tectural History of the late 19th nd early centuries.
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PREFACE.

cuildings of the ueriod undvr study mo disappearing rapidly. Other

than esamoius preserved In the l.Irfcertoy Mine Muaeum, no recognls-

ablo buildings of the 11170s, and few of me ’'‘SOs survive. Of surviv-

ing prp..I19U i buildir.gs generally mo,,, ure threatened by demolition or

,»h irrevertable change In appearance.

Reasons for this stale of affairs are not difficult to identify. Turn-of-

li,e-century building slock is often poorly designed and constructed.

Restoration is expensive as these build'ngs were the result of building

practices no longer in use ,and maintenance is ongoing. OId buildings

often under-utlllse expensive sites and pose the further problem of re-

dundancy as aresult o, which it is often difficult to find new uses for

old buildings.

When in the past the demolition of an old build,ng has been imminent,

It has been difficult to argue In cultural terms a convinc'ng case or

preservation. No study has yet been made placing these buildings In

any national or international context, and It ha. thus been virtually Im-

possible to attach to them any meaningful value. The need for such a

study as well as the need to record the architecture of old KirSyerley

while some of It still survives, are both factor, motivating this dls.er-

tatior*.

A close association over a period of more than ten year, with Kimberley

and Its old buddings - initially In their destruction and alteration, and

latterly In their consc on - provides further motivation and a degree

of qualification to undertake this study.

The work ha, been carmed out against the background of the history of

Kimbrrtev wtveh in It, 1,4 years ex stenc. has developed from a camp

much like 1 squatter camp of today to a viable city. The Imliai rans



I,lon from c.mo lo Sou-h A frica', becond l.rgas!| .own took .. than

| years. Thereafter development we. sporadic until the outbreak of

the First World War in toi«, when Kimberley we. plunged Into reces-

sion ano an era emjeo. Ihe architecture of the camp day. was char-

acterised by a mUture of shanty town and varied vernacular architec-

tural styles. Thereafter o primitive public building style emerges,

and towards the end of the Period of study, housing has acquired a con-

fident refined Colon,al style with unique South African overtone., while

other bu.lding types such as churches are almost perfect transplant, from

the British architectural scene.

Kimberley's development has a particular mportance In the development

of south Africa and it. Architecture, both of which had previously been

on a modes, scale. Prior to the discovery of diamonds, South Africa

was an economic backwater surviving mainly on Its agriculture and wool

production. There was a dearth of Industry and economic activity was

depressed as Indeed it was throughout most of the world at the time,

Diamonds and gold respectively made possible the phenomena, develoP-

men, of Umber,.y from W70. and dohanf.sburg from Kimberl.y

and Johannesburg provided the wealth upon which South Africa's Pros-

per'ty and subsequent Architectural Development were based.

Much of this study concern. | elf with Kimberley a. the time that Johan-

nesburg and th, Witwetersrand were developing. W hile much of the for-

mer's building stock of the tim ml. ..I" °f ,h* A

been the victim of progress. Pos.My -he U.oberley situation will be

u.e in studies ye. -0 b, made o, Johannesburg's early development.

,n y, motion has been drawn from sources including surviving bul-ding.,

lhe record, of early architect., "brarles, museums and the C.P. Arc



batch, a turn-of-ihe-ceniury KiImOerley Archllect, ha. however been the

main source of study material. Invaluable help ha. been supplied by the

personnel of the previously mentioned Institutions and particularly Mrs.

M. Mae.n Of the Kimberley Public Library. Without the patience of Mrs.

0. Greenblall, who accommodated seemingly nevorending changes In lay-

out and content, the typ.ng would never have been completed, and without

the siimulatlo- provided In the supervision of this study by Dr. D. Rad-

ford. the project would have collapsed before completion as it often

threatened .»> do. Thank, are also oue to my wife, who assisted with the

compilation of the Bibliographies and various of my colleagues who assi-

sted with Illustrations and printing.

Present day photograph, are my own, and only photographs from other

source, have been spe-ific.ll acknowledged. Many of the reproduction,

of old drawing, are from the Goldblatl. Y ulll Partners' collection, a.

are the measured drawings. Only drawing, from other source, have

been specifically acknowledged.
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HISTORIC/L OACKGRCXIID.
study of lhe /Vchiircl re of I.Imoerley between 1871 and !9tA her

!! logically lo start with a brief resume of the Historical factor, that

shaoed |he city's develop, -nt d ring that time. The History of Kim-

[
o\;

berley has ben record.-. e e. remely readable form ‘i tirlan

Rot.ert.1 Municipal History tied "Civic Century" and lhe same auth-

or's "The Olamon , Mugna es'krd "Ki.rtoeriey - Turoulenl City" .The
m aterial that follows has nee., r..railed large. from the se sources,
and any of sources have been specifically acknowledged.

he CI'' of | Imberley Is situated In the arid North of the Cape Prov-

Kir -rle» before lhe dlecov ry of dUmonue »n
Ilubiralloo from lhe Diamond Mines of Souin Afrl. /,
by Gardner F. WIlHem?™*.

ince Of the Rer vbllc ot South Africa.

Hi.rberley owe - it. esi.tence «u the discovery of diamond. In the Hope-

town area, approx'mately 130 Kilometres to the South, during the lat-

ter ".If of the -9th Century . International publicity a. S'ven to one
earl n ds, "the Cureka Diamond", that was eshibl.ed a. the

,.L . position liversele" In Pari, in 1967. Initial reaction to this and

.ub.edu.nt ,nd. wa. ho..cceeeeeeee e .nd

», wa. no, untl, th. dl.cov-

.. |[n March 1669, of the "Star of Sou.h fMca" mat in,ere.. In the

bArgan to mount.

rest was a, flr.t confined ,0 the Orange and Vaal River bank. In
the belief that the ospo.lt. were , elu.lv.,y alluv..;. Increa.lng re -
port. o' finds lured more fortune h tn-er. to .hi, area with the X» '
Rlver prov Ing the evermore popular site for diggings. Oesrl.e earn
reports o inland finds, the river dlqg.ng. were favoured In the ear’'

, *o' the .et,, s tablished, It h a. D.rkl
Diamond weshlng on u j Vaal R'ver - Illusire- years ° A me. s establishe sma owns such a r
lion from lhe Diamond Mines of South Africa
by Gardner F. Will



by Gardner F.

Williams.

nv*

Ar%tau'T ; £'*» .-

W e.l and .Vindwrlon nave surv.ved. The ru.h »o -he Va.l River

gathered ntome, i durl. g 870. Where previously there were on-

ly several hundred diamond diggers and speculators, the figure

may have been a. high as seven or eight thousand bv August 1870.

This figure was claimed by one. C.vid Arnol. In hi, plea, to the

B ritish authorities -or intervention on behalf of the Grlgua. ag.-ns.

the Orange 'ree State's seizure of the area. Free State rule did

not las, long and the territory was anne.ed b. the Cab. late In ,87-.

By ,87,. the population along the Va.l River had swelled ye, further

and after news leaked ou, of exciting find, approximately JO Km,

south of th. vaal. 'he discovery was liter.,>y stampeded W ith-

in weeks, the are............ Id to have a population In excess of five

thousand, and thus Kimberley, then known as "New Rush" we, born.

The new arrival, set up camp in a random manner around an open

area known a, -he Market Square. Track, radiated ou, from this

scjare giving access to the mine and sorrow ing areas. Condi-

tion, in the .ettlemer , were extremely sqv.Hd, without even the most

rudlme- tary sanitation. Disease pr.t .Led and ye, the population

cor; hueo to expand rapid,y and was reported to number approximate,

fifty thousand by m id-'87
7 hn route, to the Diamond Field, are shown on a map in Jerome

.The South African Ci.mAd Finds" Published In ' 672. The princloa,

route ere from dago. Pay <Maputo! via Pretoria and Potchefs.roo,

from Port Nat.l (Durban, via Pimcrmarltsburg. Ladysmith md Bloer

tain, from Per- E>< abeth via Cradock and Co'esburg. from Can-

via victon. .vex, and -mpetown and via wha, seems a highly . "*,0,0
route starting , Port Notloth. 7h map has been,me,udsd Aone.s-
- 5.

\P
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Advertifcvmeni from the
South African Diamond
Field* by .Jerome L.
Uabe published In 1h -«
FaHKS The stamp of the k im-
berley Public Library
I» dated 1898.

THOMAS GARDNER

on ,h, 20th November, ,874. th. population p. Kimberley was forcibly
reminded, a. wa, to be the ca.e on many future ovca.lon., of the hard-
ship, assoc ted v.Ith the diamond Industry. There .a . a major rock-

, » in the Kimberley Mine, which, combined with the low prices -hen

being received for diamonds, was no, calculated to inspire confluence.

, |, perhaps a ,r but. lo the almost mystical lure of diamonds, tha, th.
mown continued to grow and an ever increasing nueber of diggers were

,oined by wives and families.

bV l-eemeeeeeee
ho T —

6, '679, V*.ao0.'

what was still an overgrown Mining cam

Ryle from distant Cape Town proved unpopular and Ineffective, and from
January, 187;,

Gr.oua and West was gover --d as an ,ndr-.e
colonv. The 100 proved unpopular, but was to last for seven years, anj
tnoctobrr 880. ,heh,her,o*.r,.,npo,,,c.,,u,ur..f'h.
sured w,h th, ,nc«.pora,*» of Gri.u.l.nd Province th.

Cape Colony.
m November 1982, aregular water supply was established w.i

.tetlon o, th. olpellh. from tf. V.a, "iver. ~d .1.0 ,»

start was made on electric street lighting.

A report published-

of March ,8.2, by one. Bernard V. Shaw,

,.,.,,n , the need for an adequate flre ,gh ,r, service, mentions tha,
the

g. be,ween,wo thousvd five hundred and three

inoys*dhou”m .he areabuil, mainly ofwoodand.ron*d of.,g

,onstructlon".
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Kimbpney of the early 1680's when It
began to change from Camp to Town.
Photograph from Diamond F'*'da Ad-
vertiser, Christmas Number of 1905,
Which contained an article

reviewing
Kimberley's development.

Gardner 7. Williams.

Accord!no to Or.an Roberts, In his "Civic Century the year

must be regarded as a landmark In the history of the Kimberley *nicl-

pailty ", It was the year In which Kimberley really began to develop

into a town and It Is only from this time that any useful study of build-

ings that were intended to be permanent can be made from reference to

drawings and surviving examples. Until this time Kimberley had mere-

ly attempted to disguise Its camp origins rather than eliminate them;

tent, had been replaced b, corrugated Iron shacks, winding track, had

become straggling streets, and here and there a few crick buildings were

,0 be seen, but there were still few of the comfort, of civilised life and

even less In the way of public amenities.

The reforms of 188, laid the 'oundahons for future “nicip.l develop-

ment. During the next few years, the Co,=H was to be largely occu-

pied in building upon those foundations. In addition to routine matters

san.tatlon, the widening and ma.ntaining of roads, planting of trees,

law enforcement and traffic control the Council was also called upon

,0 assist in local emergencies. A particularly serious crisis arose In
October ,883 wf.n a smallpox epidemic broke ou, In Kimberley. The

epidemic raged for almost two years, and there were some 2 300 cases,

resulting In TOO deeh.s.

A, this point, , |. worth noting that early rivalry between Klir*>er!l.y

and adjoining Du,oi,span had swung in Kimberl.y-s favour, and by the

,880 Dutoltspan was £snera,y regarded as Klmber ey-s poor relation,

originally formed from a merger d, ,w. of the early c.mos.

ske Kimberley, developed .round a *rketSduare. Outoltspanhadtak.

w nlt. beginning
o, ,883 whm a petlhon was sen, to the Cape Governor requesting tha,

,he ,amp's status be changed to that of a Municipality.



Eeirscl from ICS5 c«ror»mit sknch
of the rrc*rttly comoloiod kimbor iry
Siiilon ehowlng emnrgsi eihert lhr
**Rrslitloocy" In lhr background This
house It discussed on Fege 1SI*

O rlglir*! sketch In the possession of
lhe Kimberley Pub 1f Libr#ry*

%e«L

uoscd for lhe Municipality was "Beeconefleld " In honour of lho former

British Pnmo Minister, Lord Hescontfleld, (Oun,amIn Disraeli), who

hed died In April, 1681. The petition was granted, and on the 161h

August 1682, Ouioitsp.m offlcls'lv becam- Ceaconsfleld.

During 1660, Kimberley people had reason to be cheerful, with the

price of diamonds rising This per.od too marked the beginning of the

end for the small digger as mmes went deeper and greater capital and

technical expertise was required. This started the fusion of mining in-

,crests, and 1881 saw the start of the Company boom. The boom was

frenetic and undisciplined. Worthless end bogus Companies proliferated

and the unsuspecting public were often offloaded with worthless worked-

out claim, in their mad scramble for shares. Banks took fr.ght and in

mid- 1681 clamped down on loans. Added to the shaky financial situa-

tion that prevailed, the mines suffered severe selb.de. and throughout

1882, the K.moerley mine was plagued by rockfalts.

Nonetheless, by the beginning of 1882, Kimberley had several distinc-

tions. It was the fir,. South African inland settlement away from a

river. It was the first South African town to depend solely on mineral

wealth, and It was South Africa's firs, significant centre of Industry.

The town had a, this stage attracted many foreign capitalist, and ar.t-

sans. Despite this, the years 1683 and ,884 witnessed a deterioration

of Kimberley's economy, but diamond industry d.d no, collapse com-

pletely. (See mao Pag. .51. November ,883. saw the arrival of the

firs, train in Kimberley, and shortly thereafter, the discovery of gold

in the Transv ,al became common knowledge. Digger, flocked to the

Transvaal and Johannesburg Ou.ckK eclipsed Kimberley a. South Afrl-

cS's foremost industrial town. A, ha, been mrntipned earlier, IUHr of

himbcrlev vurvivrs from the per-Johannesburg days, and Ihi, study

,here,ore .on. ,...rates o- the development of Kimberley parallel to

.« g



and a* second fiddle to Johannesburg.

this point, It Is Interesting to note the ircumstent.es of MmOerley

t jrhicipality of Ihe hit# -Os.

Shortl> after the early diamond rushes, the Voorultsigt Farm (on which

the Kimberley M.ne had been discovered! had been sold to a private com-

pany. However, disputes between the company and the diggers led In

May, 1875, to the Cape Government buying the Vocrultsigt Estate for

t00,000. It had been hoped that when Grlqualand West was annexed

by the Cape In 1881 , that the Estate would be handed over to the Muni-

cipality for much needed commonage. It was not until 16th July, '88a,

however, that a resolution to this effect was passed in the Cape House

of Assembly, but the terms of the grant were a subject of controversy

until 1889, when the Council finally gained full control and thus had

the full use of the revenue.

, wa in 1889 that the four mines then operating in the Kimberley area

wrr, brought under the control of Or Beers Consolidated Mines. In

the year, prior to the amalgamation, ruinous competition had resulted

In a depressed diamond industry. Amalgamation provided no immediate

solution a, in order to limit the supply of diamond, to an oversuopUed

market, De Beers slowed down production. This In turn created

largesc.le unemployment, and if anything aggravated the recession

that had existed before amalgamation.

ortun.tr' Kimberley CM Co nci, was in a position to assist.

Land was made available to "debris washer," who had practised their

occupation .Inc.. the earliest day, o, 1 .mberley. Debris washing In-

,Ar m washing of mine debris that contained small diamond.



The Theatre F<oyai - li(u>trailon irom
Mines of South Africa b> Gardner F .

lhv U'amui u
Williams.

overlooked by eerly claim owner., who were, It .eem., m.mly con-

cerned With large and .pect.cuiar find.. In 1390, the Council la-

med perm itt on Municipal land and wa. able to reap handaome re -

ward. In the form of commission on .tone, unearthed In the debr

heaps. The Council was to a .mall extent able to alleviate unemploy-

ment by spending it. income on road repair schemes and on Improving

stormwater drainage, but for all these efforts, could not significantly

alleviate th - unemployment problem.

It was realised at this stage that Kimberley desperately needed an

alternative source of income to that provided by lhe diamond Industry

Which had In Its short history proved itself to be extremely fickle,

i, indeed understandable when I. Is considered tha’ the diamond is

essentially a luxury item. A. aresult, In 189t, the Idea of an Inter-

national E xhibition was initiated and on the 8th September, 1892, the

xrlbitlor was opened by Sir Henry Loch. It was widely acknowledg-

ed as one of the most Important undertakings e ,er staged In lhe Cape

Colony. More perhaps than anything else helped counter the gloomy

predict on. that Kimberley was doomed as a centre of any importance

with the rise of Johanne.hu-g and the Tr.n.va.l Goldfields. The de-

press on however con. nurd, and it wa. no. until toward, the end of

the decade that there were sign, of mproveme. t. Perhaps the glll-

termg opening of the Kimberley Theatre Royal in ,8,7 suggested a

turning point in Kimberley's economic recovery. In that ear, the

favor's report stated that "building operation, have been In progress

,n .11 parts of the town - our -and sale, have reahsed high price, and

the value of proper, generally has largely increased -

In Vprll, 1896, it was formally resolved to build a Town Hall, and D



Bf-ers offerud flnenvlal support for the project. O the 20th Sep-

tt-mbor, MOV, a new Town Hall was ready for occupation.

Th« discovery of Diamonds In Kimberley and the subsequent discovery
of yoid on the W ltwatersrand set in motion the forces that resulted In
the second Anglo-Boer War. War was declared on the 10th October.

1 99, and Kimberley besieged almost Immediately by the Boer forces.
The siege lasted until 15th February, 1900, and Its lifting made a little
difference to Kimberley's economic plight. Indeed, the early years of
thf 20th Century saw bad economic conditions throughout South Africa.
During the s-ege, Cecil John Rhodes, one of Kimberlc* 's great per? n-
«lllles, kept himse'f md others busy with the task of tr ing to be*

the drab Kimberley environment dominated by grey mine debris he

He had or jrds and gardenr. planted and conce'ved the idea of a monu-
ment and bath, both to be designed by Herbert Baker. The former pro-
jec t came to fruition and is illustrated opposite and discussed on Page 139.
Conditions slowly began to brighten and anew less frenetic or r es-
tablished Itself In Kimber'ey until the outbreak of the First Work: W ,r
In August, 1914, at which stage work In the mines immediately stopped
and the now familiar problems of unemployment and depression again

presented themselves.

1900 to 1914 Is an important period architecturally as it In many res-
pects represents the start of architectural practice as we know It today.
It was also during this period that most of the pre-1914 buildings that

still exist were built.

The Honoured Dead Memorial rom Kimberley's history of the orrlot., from inception to 1914, three
L\ Hichert Baker - 111jstra-
ti >n from th« Diamond Mine* distinct phases can be Identified. Each phase Is characterlsec by an

of South .Africa by Gardner
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Or«»ing of verandah 10 H»- Deaco. -f 'P"st
O ffne fram P. W.O. drawin. «m the pus»-v-
eion of thel McGrisgor M,-»rom. 1hiv t>p 1" *
Ihe .toproach to Publit building of tho

.-oriy
Cof soliUdlion Phas» .

Identifiable approach to building and I. largely confined to an identi-

fiable area (other than in the case of the central city where a procea.

Of renewal ongoing). The c.u.e. and characteristic, of the

phase, are brief,y set out hereafter and the,, eaten. lllustrated on the

maos on Pages 14 - '*«

The Camp Phase 1671 to approximately 1883:

This phase , ,, one of political uncertainty, soualld living condi-

tions and a relatively uncomplicated approach lo mining.

Fortune,

came to a few and optimism reigned supreme. The pop-

ulation increased spectacularly and by the end of the phase, Kim-

berley was South Africa's second larges, -own. Cape Town being

the largest. The only surviving buildings of -he period are to be

found In the Kimberley Mine Museum and their most obvious charac-
teristic Is their temporary nature. See Map on Pag. 14.

2. The consolidation Phase Approximately 1883 to approximately
1892:

The previous phase witnessed economic problem, resulting from

an oversupplied diamond market. These problems became more

acute and the increasing death of the mines resulted in mining be-

coming more sophisticated and demanding greater capital resources.

Ruinous competition lead to the Inevitable consequence of one com-

pany IDe Beers) eventually dominating the industry and cutting

ou, -r order to ensure an adequate price fnr dt.mond pro-
duct this, combined with the lure of the Tr.n.vs.l goldfields.
resu

| in an exodus of entrepreneur, and skills from Kimberley.

The Vh a population

» tNxtgh, hav. Propped to about one half o,
level over ."0 000 be,or - ...t of -hr mine, under
O.. o,.erx. The 1,80. were however the years o, Kimberley's
@ L e -



The Kimberley Town Hell complei-
ed In 1899. Thi» building ditplayt
a certain lack of sophism ation,
but does nevertheless herald the
beyinn ngs of the Mature phase.

Residence Hlirschorn built in 1898
for a mining magnate , IyP fies a
large home of the Mature Phase.

Building, constructed of oermanent, and In some cases, locally pro-

duced m aterials. These early attempt, a. permanence are embodied

in the Public buildings of the period of which several survive. F '

of the building, of this period were the work of professional archi-

tects. See Map on Page 15. This was most of all the age of Kim-

berley's architectural primitives.

The Mature Phase : Approcmately 1892 - 1914:

This phase saw , gradual improvement of economic condition, up to

the outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War and after this seluack, a second

recovery and slow development until the outbreak of the First World

war in ,914. The building, of this phase were characterised by a

certain refinement and

in the case of commercial buildings, concern

with ornate detail. Ach of .he building work of this per od was in

the hands of an architectural profession that was beginning to estab-

lish itself along ,f~ lines of profession of today, and Architecture

by Architect, became the norm. Many of -he Public and Church build-

ing, of this phase would no, have been out of place in an English pro-

vincial town. Domestic design reached culmination during this

period, and Kimberley's houses of the mature phase have a “iduely

South African duality. The houses were those of a settled commun-

ity, as by this ..me the norues of speculators and fortune-seekers had

been replaced by a more solid citizenry.

Fven the proclamation of the Union of South Africa In fMO, which

heralded a .pet,ocular economic revival elsewhere In South Africa

had little effect on the by now laid | imberiey.

-i f MAP on Page 16.



sMBERLEY MINE

KIMBERLEY

VIABKCT S0U4M

OE BEER S MINE

Main Street New Rush, or Kimberley
a- It came to be known. January '
row he Diamond Mines of South Af-
rica by Gardner F, Williams

I km
WOm 0

KIMBERLEY AND OUTOITSPAN: MIO-1870s.

At this *1*g* * street pattern had developed
that exist* essentially unaltered In central
Kimberley today. Outollspon too was begin-
ning to show a street pattern albeit on a more

mod -st scale. In both the Kimberley and Ou-

tc' xpan areas a far wider area than illustra-

t d on the nap was covered by a range of ar-
bitrarily situated abodes Including tents,
shacks and covered wagons. Such was the
temporary nature of most the the buildings of
this period that none are known to still exist
on their origin*, sites. This map was pre-
pared from the earliest known map of Kim-
berley, in a book by A. Hornsby, The South
African Diamond Fields. Copy In the Kim-

berley Public Library.

OU 1011S RAN MINE

,cm BULffONfEIN MINE

*Q



KIMSERLEV AND BEACQNSFIEILP; MID-lggOa.

Oeaconsfleld had al |hla aiagr already been laid
oui In a "gridiron" pattern outlined by the brok-
en line. A survey of 1887 by John W. Dale for
the then proposed tramway and held by the Kim -
berley Public Library shows that actual develop-

KIMBERLEY
- ent was still very much confined to the main
route between Dutoitspan and Kimberley.

Irirt w*»tT iou»»t r A

Sign, of permanence Include the Cricket Ground
OE BEER'S MINE

an) Gotinlcil Gardens of Kimberley. A few
KIMBERLEY MINE buildings of this period survive.
This map was prepared from a Public Works De-
partment Survey of Kimberley dated 28. 3. 1884.
e BOTANICAL GARDENS sigred Richard Wright, and a similar survey of
B-aconsfleld dated 1983 and signet, t v W. B.
Coventry. Bo h in possession of McGregor

Museum, Kimberley.

BEACONSFIELD
NtW MASKCT SUUARC
DU TOITS ~'.N Mil
[ ]

Kimberley Market Square during the . _ MAastt seuAai p.
mid-1980s. Photograph In the pos-

session of the Kimberley Public Lib-

rary. [e] e e s

500m 2km eulTFONIEIN MINE



KIMBERLEY

LITGEALLY AN JBEACONSFIEuUP : 1900;
Klif.t>erley's specleculer growth had at this
stage been arrested. The franrvaal GoKI-
fields lured many of Kimberley's pioneers
and the amalgamation of the mines under the
control of the De Beers Company denied op

STATION portunity to man> would-be entrepreneurs.
With the amalgamation In 1889, the Outoit-
span camp then a,most 20 year told, fell
within the De Beers controlled area. For

BEER S MINE
security reasons the In ibltants were ex-

KIMBENiev MINE 9/\

pelled and * ‘th them w« he bulldIr gs

% which disappeared from the scene as rapid
ly as only wood and iron buildings could.
Many buildings of this period survive In a
recognisable form.
This plan vu prepared from map publish-
"med*by Murk Menderson in 1901 In the pos-

session cf the Kimberhs»y Public Library.

BEACONSTIELO

DU TOTS PAN Mil

Central Kimberley during me early # /

1900s. Colour tinted poV'ard -
Kimberley Public Library.

SOOm 0 /
2km BULTFONTEIN MINE






Various vernacular tvpes

tion from The South African Diamond

Fields by Jerome L. Babe

Diggers Camp -

Illustra-

18,2

Mary Barber', Panorama with trnts.

(Albany Mii .rum

- Graham

tia'l

CHAPTER 2
THE DEVELOPMENT Cf BUILDING METHODS AND MATERIALS:

Immediateiy pr or to me establishment of diarord diggings In the Kim -

berley area, lh, sparse local populati >n eked out an eaistencr from ag-

riculture. The varied bui ding styles of these prop's as Illustrated

opposite cover a wide range of distinct vernacular types. The Irrprnh-

abillty of the varied types existing n close proalfMiy Is contradlc’ed

by the van ety of illustrations that confirm that such a situation did in
fact exist. From the,e illustrations can be deduced that mainly local

m aterials were used and that the buildings wert not of a very substan-

tial nature. The insubstammat nature of the bui dings is further borne

out by the fact that little or nothing remains of buildings of the period.

W ith the rush from the river digging, in 1871, the vernacular building

styles seem to nave disappeared from the scene. TN s is hardly f r-

prle.ng, as although clay abounded In the area there was no suitable

bui ding timber and indeed no firewood and little other fuel such as

grass with which to fire clay bricks. At Kimberley, as distinct from

Outoitspan, t*"ere was no. even water with which - mis the clay (a prob-

lem that was to persist for many years). A, Gilbert *rber, notes in

his book Pioneers of Pre,abrica.lon",*p.rtlal or total pr.fabric.tion

was the logical response.

TENTS:

Tents probably represent prefabricated building in Its simple |,
lightest, cheapest and most easily transporlab a form. In Ma y Gar-

ber's "Panorcn. of New Rush", or Kimberley as it was later to be call-
ed, .. see illustrated a veritable ten, city. Tents included w.Hmad.
, samples such a. "The Digger's Friend", a modes. 12 ft s 10 ft s 9 ft
high model, and on a more ambitious scale, -am ple,

complete with

timber doors and limb, r framed windows.

*17 -
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Early framed tents of 1872

3, as illus-

trated in the S. A. Mining and Engineer-

ing Journal of 7. 9. 29.

Corrugated Iron rootscao** of Kimberley

today , very much as it wa
the century.

at the turn of

CORRUGATED IRON:

TImter clad buildings were fairly common, but undoubtedly the most Im-
portant material of Kimberley's early days was corrugated iron, which
added the qualities of durability and rigidity that canvas lacked in ‘“pre-

fabricated" construction.

Corrugated Iron seems to have made its appearance In Great Britain In
1829, and with development of hot dip galvanising in 1837, became a
formidable building material. By 1857, small quantities of galvanised
orrugated iron in 6 ft and 8 ft lengths were being offered by Durban
merchants, and in 185.9 after Customs duties were altered, large quan-
tities of corrugated ron, galvanised sheet iron and rainwater goods be-
came available. By the time of the discovery of diamonds, corrugated
f'on was a widely used material. As early as 1870, at the Vaal dlgg n”s
r.oastu dealers were advertising corrugated and sheet Iron at Port E li-
zabeth prices. By 1872, local merchants were handling considerable

stocks of not only lron, but other building materials as wei

There is evidence that much corrugated iron originally used in make-
shift buildings at the river diggings moved to the dry diggings with Itr
owners. According to Jerome L. Babe, an early inhabitant of the d g-
gings, a billiard saloon of 1872 consisted of "a frame covered with crn-
Vds- on the sides and a corrugated iron roof". The roof of this struc-
ture could therefore have been of either new or secondhand material al-
though photographs dating to the early 1970's suggest that the corruga-
ted iron of early : imberley was nredo- nanlly secondhand. From early
photographs and records, comp' i- buildings can be Identified that mov-

ed from thr* river to himberley.

As a roofing mat*rial, corrugat* d iron <% used almost exclusively dur-
ing tht period of this study. I-AM* * «'ve u » was ul o mack of corrugated
- 16



SolLilh Afrlce, Anthony Trollope, Chapmen C Hall
Lo-oon, 1676. 2 volume - .



1690 Corrugated Iron as used In the
Beaconsfleld seventh day Aoventist

Church.
ill.
The Main Building of | shibinon w.is
reoorted to be 0 000 square fee* in area
and 290 feet Inr-i. Photo - i Imheri*v

Public Library.

ron as a side clrc'JIng material In most classes of building, but by the

turn of the century its use In the side cladding of houses we# confined

to lower priced dwellings. This is understandaole when It is remem-

ber ed that corrugated iron ard its associations had always been a source

of distaste. This distaste was expressed by writer Anthony Trollope who

visited Kimberley in 1877 and described the corrugated iron houses there

as "mean-looking" and "devoid of com fort".* It is regrettable that corru-

gated ron clad houses never developed to their full potential, as well de-

tt.H**d examples built at the turn of the century have withstood the ravages

or tim* better than many brick clad houses. These houses, several of

w ' ch still exist, are worthy of close scrutiny as they provide interesting

possibilities *or building in non-corrosive areas and on expansive clay

soils such as are found in Kimberley.

Cl-v , found on or near the site was used for the in situ moulding of raw

brick# which provided Internal walls of low cost and excellent thermal

anr; acoustic properties. Corrugated Iron provided the ideal external

sadding and roof, both essential in protecting the raw bricks from mois-

ture \ suspended timber floor and well ventilated underfloor space

helped to balance the moisture content of the areas under and immediately
surrounding the house, and in consequence prevented differential move-

ment. Corrugated iron over 100 ears old shows little sign of corrosive

deterioration In these structures.

Corrugated iron on >"grand scale" appears in the buildings of the Inter-

1992, and these buildings are

lat onal f thibltlon heid in Kimberley In

Or iderrd ' jrratvr detail In Chapter 8. Regrettablv this was the only

vi-ntvr. nt grand s, alv budding In corrugated iron.

PHt XDRIC NTION:

in totall> prefabricated building#

*r.- w.v, »n the "V« i trade

- 10 -



Albany Museum, G”*aham*town,



such as the nouse and church Mlus rated opposite, both of vvhich have
been preserved in the Kimberley Mine Museum. A variety of prefabri-
cate 1 corrugated iron churches I*ere produced In Britain, as much for
»>*oort as fo « use at home as m ssion churches in rapidly Industrialising
creas. Rrf fabricated buildings appear to ht«<ve been produced for the

Colonial market from early ir . 19th century, as the following adver-

tisement In the London .mg Chronicle, of October 14, 1819, lllus-

trated:-

"CAPE OF GOOD HOPE - Persons Intending to *
EMIGRATE to that, or any other Colony, are in-
vitea to inspect, at the AGRICULTURAL REPOS-
ITORY of LEES. COTTAM and HALLEN, In Win-
sley-street, opposite the Pantheon, O xfnrd-street,
the following new-invented Articles:- A PORT-
ABLE IRON-FRAMED COTTAGE, upon the prin-
ciple that admits of being extended, and affording
accommodation to any given number of persons,
parked up in a small case, and erectfd In a few
hours by a common workman".

Prefabricated house at the KimtxTley
Mine Museum from the early 1870's.
See also Page 44 for this house
before Mc storationM

Earlv buildings in Kimberley were largely utilitarian, and as has been

noted, were in many cases constructed of secondhand materials. Em -
hillishment was almost totally lacking on the "In situ” buildings but com-
I mon on th« full prefabricated buildings. These ran be <learly picked

ou: n the 1872 panoramic view of early Kimberley and the detail of the

prefabricated house illustrated opposite.

iv. BRICKS:

Earl use of vnburnt clay bricks it- referred to In the ulamond Fields

News of 4th Feoruary, 1874, as follows:-

"Nearly all the br ck houses of Kimberley being
built of sunburnt britks have succumbed to the ef-
fr t of late pitiless rain, the register* d fall of

whi< h stated to have been 7 Inches and | 10th.
St C nrtan Chur, h ha also b«en sri iously d.im-
aqed. Large pieces of the ide wall have fallen

Pr. ‘tbt icated Churrh ,il the KimberIr\
Mine Museum djtirin from the «<irl\ 1270"' 4.

in .inti it has been found net «ssar to put up props
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pings from the roof -

Similarly, in.h. P.W.O. r.por, for ,862. ,h. ,a,e of .ho

referred to a* follows:-

mmmm

In the Griqualand West Government Gazette of Sa.urd, . Apr,, 6th, 1878,

,ne inspector of Pr,«m . I.»-r e?*l.ure ,nr.M.c, of br.ckm *-

jng for inter alia:- The New 7 .o ital. the Potice Barracks, -he New
wdl

Market House, the New Government O ffices and the Gaol Buildings.

oP of the Gao, Ouitding. show, tha, , was bu,, enMr.ty o,

Auen, orick. I.

of unburnt bricks.

There eu”ce mat during the ,.70.. burn, b,ck. were produc

, This situation e.i.ted despite the problem posed by a lack of fuel
II E E E e coe, becae,

B av.U.We «fd the .ompirUon o, the plneUn. from ,he

, .SSlor of Ihr K'c.r gor Kusrvr vall River In ,884, which ensured a supply of cheap water.

».Wj-e.w— e-e— ,e-.

Isted at that time:-

s s W P— Or'ckmaking machines, e.ch capable of moulding

bricks prr minute.






p. W. D. Special bricks as
used in lhe -nonl Elevation
of the J. B. rn  -UUSV in

1889.

p. w. D. brick of the 1880s.

The ierases on the front of

the ,firk indicate that
hand moulded.

Is vas

Fulrly ophistlcoted mechanical equipment including a 20 horsenovver

engine (presumably a wood fired steam engine).

4 Ki n< (pre»uni6ébi> v/ood fired).

The bricks produced by the Company found a ready market at the the

exceptionally high price of 10 per thousand.
The assumed po.'tlon of this brickyard i. Indicated on the map on Page

50. There Is a slightly later reference to brick-making In the Report

to Parliament of the Manager of Vooruit.ig. Estate for the year ,882.

%
wh.ch reads ae tllows:-

I, puildings now In course of erection

Tne ...umad po. A brick"k. indlc.t.d et th. n.p on

Pagr 50.

Several building, bu,l. by the P.W .O. using their own brick, exist

and will be considered In mo-e detail ta.er in this study .

,n the report o' tk. Chla, inspector of the P ~iic W ork. Department o,

,68- we read of a Government Brickyard In Kimberley.**



e Ptporl 10 He-! -Twnl of Ihf C-uff Inspector for
P jtilic work* to- if yem lest, Kit tertey Put.-

1c Library.

ot.ry of -,".r -1 Jem,, tHe.ford on microfilm,
KIimherlr* f ubllt Library.



Pled out the various *ork. entrusted

to him and the
careful

manner in which he has worked the brick ye. d.

in 1887 bricks from the Government brickyard were used in the con-

struction of a warehouse for Messrs Peach 6 Co. Refer, nvt is ma

to "best pressed bricks" - "moulded bricks for pa-'s *3d projec-

tions™. See Apper le

In arepori for 1888, the Government Brickyard is commented on as

fotlows:-

ing in fuel will he effected".

Further, in the same report I, I, mentioned that the Public | ibrary 11-

lu rated oopo.i,.. *i,h had been bu,, ou, of be Ick. produ.ed by ,he

Public Works Department, was now complete.

Despite progress In the manufacture of burn, bricks, mud brick, (popu-

larly known as Kimberley bricks) were widely used, and were st.M com-

monly used for non-ioadbe.ring Internal wall. In domestic building, a,

the end of -he period of this study (19H). An interesting description

Of how = ceeecemeceeeeee * . ,:v.n m the dl.rv o, Samoe, James Ha,ford.

In which he writes as 'ollows:-

TKw Public l-ibrarv eompii-Ird in *' J-' 3
Public Works Department Cricks. Close
sminalion of me original of this phologr on
belonging to th.' Library suyj' m' - 'h«' |Ih"
dark tirlckwork was In fact painted.



Ri(K»rl »ini' > f-T w(sO .10 Duieiit I(f" £ (Slur
077/11'-?2 - | m rir > P(/hHe library.
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Unburnt brickwork (Kimberley brickl
in the J. B. Curry House. Remains
of mud plaster above and to the left
of the hand. Built 1689.

Doloritr foundation stonework unorr
brickwork at Brit House. Built 1911.

There Is no a tual standard size. Into this box the

mixture Is pressed and when turned out of the mould

is allowed to dry in the sun".
The mud brick was an important building mate "ial from early on In the
development of the building process. Although previously mentioned
reports indicate that it was not particularly successfu as an exterior
skin to buildings, : provided an ideal internal sk n if suitably protect-
ed, and In terms of durability, there is Iltt le to choose between a wood
and iron house lined with mud brick and with mud brick internal walls,
and a similar house with aburnt brick exterior . The latter has in fact
often proved to be inferior, as man, of the early burnt bricks used ex-

ternally have weathered badly where exposed to the elements.

orickmaking and terracotta work in Kimber ley achieved heights at the
turn of the century that are unequalled by the local bric<making indus-
try of today. Bricks and terracotta work by Church and McLauchlin

are described hereafter under the heading "Terracotta work",

BUILDING STONE:

Dolorite in partially dressed form was used throughout the period of
this study for foundation walls. This stone often has rounded wea'her-
ed ides indicating that its source was in many instances the round sur-
*u-boulders found in abundance around Ki mberley. ‘ace boulders
also appear to have been the source of the kerbstones that line the
streets constructed before the turn of the century.

It was no doubt as a result of 'he high cost of producing bricks (as well
as possible doubts about their durability) that led the P. W.D. 11 the use
of stonm in thiir buildings. The stone used was also dolor ite, which
was apparently quarried bv -on\ ct labour, end Is commented on In a

nport by Bernard . Shaw, »>f . 2, which reads a follows:- *
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colour timed postcard

the earliest use of stone
the Post O ffice o< 1 82.

TimnAr in large «rtions

on

in mining mechiner >.

in the possession cd the
Kimberley Mine Mus- um shows what was probab

in Public buildings,

u‘"d

from early

smmim

small quantities o* imported sandstone were used in the monument, that

made their appearance after the Uoer War, and In the construction of

ttv Anglican Cathedra,. The use of sandstone |I. commented on in this

study where the monuments and C.th.dr.1 are considered individually.

Refe. ence, .*«*« In respect of sandstone from "odder River, about 30

Kms to the South of Kimberley. No surviving e. ample, of the use of

.ton. have been Identified positively, bu, th. low s.nd.ton. w

Ilhe base Of the Rhodes Equestrian statue In Du.oi.span Road could be

from this source. In the Diamond Fields Advertiser of 2Z 6/1887,

wr
read;-
ings are *rom Modder R-v«r
T»- full .... Of W.o'~o0, ~0.uO.0 o e»i” "« ' »e
..t ioowee.«~e~ — » - je e
tng in 1887.
STRUCTURAL TIMBER:
Sawn timber provided th - framework for the very earnest buildings
K.mbvrley and I. Indeed -he ooclou. ally of corrugated iron. Before

completion o, th. r.l, ,nk In ,8, . Imponrd timber was tr.n.nort-

., ,rom the ,o0.s, be 0,-wagon and no, surprl, ngly -he ti*t.s,

ectlon. were used ,r most .PP,c.,ion. Anljeaofthegrr.tv.rl.ty

o, timber

................ tyPlc.Uy In .8 - f, -engths. csn be
s,wnod,r minvol.esofthel.Imberley es,eam$.wK«, ",
wrr. uPPlUngdea,n,ankcforma,n,en,n,ewOrka,,heC.O,. A






EQLLAOT & TARDY'S

.+ 8 ey

PO BOX 20. Tclecmphlc Addreei -'*“AGENDO."

Holland and Vardy were a P'-n Elizabeth ba»-

.l.h amongst others the letter reproduted on
Pay? 81.

Vi

learn from these Invoices that for example, a plank of I * If" s IB'O"'

cost 18/-, andaptank of x 9" a SO'O" cost C1-1--0; espen.lve

for over a century ago.

A c talogue of some 18 years later of Messrs Holland C, Vardy dated

July 1897, lists a great variety of tifhter then available, Including Red

Baltic Deal, Pitch Pine. Poplar, Ash Walnut, Hickory, Teak and

dear Pine. Red Baltic Deal appear, to have been the most popular
for truss.., joist, and flooring, and Pitch Pine 'or verandah flooring
esposed .o the weather. This pr.ce .he only South African Cata-

logue ,h«. It has been possible to locale for this study, was used by

D. w. Orea,batch for a project Involving addl, ions to the Beaconsfield

Town Hall. The entire list which give, sn excellent Indication of the

nature and extent of material, available at the turn of the century, has

been reproduced a» Xppendix B.

.CONCRETE, PLASTER AND USE OF CEMENT

During the latter naif of the 19th century, c-nen, became available and

began to replace lime. Imported cement was expensive a. -ha. time and

as aresult tended to be used sparingly. It w., only In 1892, after the

opening of the Transvaal Coldfield,, that the local manufacture of Port-

tynd cement was started at Daspoort near Pretoria. This enterprise,

after a shaky s'art, was flourishing a, the turn of the century, and In

,90f, the first rotary cement kiln wa Introduced at Daspoort. Only

four years earlier, Associated Portland Cement Manufacturer , had pur-

.......... -hr right to use similar equipment In Great Britain. South

African cement production remained centred a. Daspocr, until 19.3, when

the Industry started to spread.

i-edman re ers to .hr <irx, South Afr, an use of areinforced slab and



u,B B;

,J |38%I1ri«kaTO 252¢£ ° |

AS

Socllen from worklnr Jrawing* o« D F. A,
building which Slm r.i.ls,. rhe remforc-
ed Bleb carried priming pr<*»*e».

,909, however, belorr that ,im. reinforced concrete had begun to ap-

pear In Kimberley. The earliest use appear, to have been dur-

ing ,886 M the Public Library Portico, and a. ,he Illustration oppo-

site shows, (taken from a drawing dated 19061, reinforced concrete

was then being used In assoc,.,lon with

jolrt. In suspended floor

construction. By the end of th. Firs, W.rld War, reinforced beam

,nd slab construction was being used In many building., the structural

design having been supplied by Trussed Concrete Steel Co. (London,.

In ,he Kenilworth mode, village, which by the turn of the century had

yeen recognised as being on expansive Cay. reinforced concrete foun-

dations were used In the Church (S, Edwards, in ,903. Railway line,

were cast into the concrete strip foundations. The result was no, ut

cessful. See illustration overleaf.

Portland CfT»n, doe, no,

appear to have been used a, all In -

mise. for Int.rna, us. bofore A as. "-d a

teo, foP the extern,' rendering of brick wall, toward, the end of the per.

iodofatudv. Av,vinge.,.rn.,p,..,,Ac,men.d.,ngb.ck,othe

,880, show no sign, of portlan cement and i, e.rlle.l use m plas-

ter appears to have been about ,« i

(Kimberley Boys' High School,.

Portland ceewn, . for pointing vary ..r,,.t sun-

viving examples of externa, 'acebrickwork, be, no, In A.y recorded

cases be, 'em bricks. *,r,.r between bricks, like Internal plaster.

oear, to hec.

windblown
............ R Accord,ng,obu,ding.f,..ns

who worked , ' I".er,ey ~In g the ,930.. red sand was obtained from

d,f,eren, .ounce, h,.ing grr.ter or tes. C.v confen, 'or use P '"-

jrrs «int1 rnort if? .
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smooth ..men, or granolithic floors, usual., tinted red. appear to

nave been used on asternal verandah, from about the m ,d-,8d0.. A

urvivtr, ..,.rna, ground verandah of ,ss, r have a

suspended limber verandah, and there Is no eason to believe

Oe original.

. » of some interest that despite the availability of L me In the are. to

the North of Kimberley, and very close ,0 the u.rly rlvar diggings,

,her. 1. no evidenc. o, the ua. of "me mort.r. In bwllding un,,, w."

after the period of study.

Portland cement was adv.rtla.d a.

although no po.ltlv. .videnc. of "a ua. In KIn?rl.y a, thl. "me h.a

been encounter. "

"oweve, . probable tha, |I. was a, this time

be,nguaedin ..relation with mining work.. On. of th. ear,,.., use.

Of Poriland ceevn, In South Africa |I. Calmed to be -he reconstructed

stonework of a wharf In Durban In 18=9.

V lii. JOINERV , DOORS AND WINDOWS:

Jbiner, work |. known to have been t.dert.ken In KInPertey from the

early ,870s. and considering the si, of , >Population, there w,s no,

Doors.dwin.

h 0 - - A
f?2»»k'Lol3 . .
Who in turn appear to have tmported the ready m anuf.C ~d artic,..
,e,ouer.e... ,n.Wed, Idenl,c doors, window., aklrtinga. arch,-

C'llrxct from working drawing for S| Edwards at
Krnllworlh. In 1V02 Inis reorrsmird onr ol Ihr
first uses o' concrete strip foundations. Tne use
of rails In the concrete proved to bn of little value
nresi ling heaving cla

....................... «. -an. "Hue M Kimberley. " ha. Oeen ..c,d
_,0._,rr,hem ,nanygre ., k....

fPtue rrprodu. -d a. Append,s 8 on Rags ,T . descrtbe. the dems con.

corned in det »ile
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Illusireted ctipo*'le end bel-- eri HMH eilei«.nui uxemplee of ihe |OlIn-
ery capeb lilies of early Kimberley e' eflamen.
sic

Oeiail drawn originally IP a scale of J"
lo 1’0" by R. S. Day for the Theatre
Royal in 1067. Details such as this

are rare and amongst the several hun-
dred draw ngs of Day, Greatbatch ,Ross
and others sun lo bo founr in Kitnoerley ,
lhet e exists only a handful of details
such as that above.

v, V- u'" vj-. tic
Panelled tiado with woodqgraining o' .
about | 19 in the J.3. rry t-ouse. tht | Detail by Greatbatch for a foax
counter.



Celling of 1089 of t mfoer mouldings
planted on cloth drawn tightlv over

matchboard!ng n the J.
Hr use.

Qelgrave Hotel fover

B. C

'J

fira.ned matchbOfterting with

rirrorated surround on

loth.

urry

wn*
tehcil

1

CEILINGS:

Thr evolution of celling types Is best lllusl-ated In the situation reveal-

ed In the restoration of the J. 13. Curry House which Is know to have

been built in ,989. A mat bboard celling that was obviously original

was initially covered with clear varnish. Thereafter this celling was

painted In alternating stripes o' light r.rd da-k blue. After Inc blue pamt

followed an embossed paper and thereafter a o-essed me,a, ceiling, pre-

sumablv In the ear y years of this century.

Pressed metal relling . are often to :>e ft ur.d fixed under matdboerd ceil-

ing. and the situation in the J. B. Curry House * tnus no, e .pllonal

Reports of early bulldingsdur ng the Cu np Pha - re'-r to ceilings o

canvas and calico, but none o' these are known to survl- e.

A celling ha, made its appearance early on, during the consolidation

Chase of the e ghties, llust'alnd opposite - a flat surface with a

PC.,tern described .n moulded timber sections. This lype of calling was

of doth or pap. r over matchboa. o.-g with planted Umber mouldings,

and imitates the form of fibrous plaster ceilings that had lhn.r origins

In 17th Century England.

The most common ceiling, and that which covered the greatest span of

time, was ma.chboarding described at the time as « 6" It igue and

gro. e with double bead' in merchants' catalogues. This |Is known to

have been used from Kimberley's earliest day. and was still In use a,

the outbr. ak of th, Irst World War.

The most usual finish on matchboard ceilings was clear varnish,although

In many cases the Umber was first stained. ,h the case of Beigr.ve ho-

celling, Illustrated ortos.te, wood grain, ,g and stmcllw -rk were us-

ed. Example, are .Iso .v C fevr.d o' matchnosrding that was firs, prim-

,d with -n onan.u. r.-mer ' a, Ob' u d knots and thereafter stained

*nt1 vjrnisX Q.



Ceiling of 1689 of limber

mouldings

planted on cloth drawn tightly over

matchboarding in thw J. B. Curry
House.
B.,'igrave Ht.iei fo\lrr ce i * o- wood

grained matchboardin i with

dr-corated surround on

rloth.

imcH

CEILINGS:

Th#» evolution of ceiling types is best Illustrated In the situation revt a*

ed In the restor.ition of the J. B. Curry House which is know to have

beun Dulll in 1889. A matchboard celling that was obviously original

was initially covered with clear varnisn. Thereafter this celling war

painted In alternating stripes of light ano dark blue. A.ter the blue paint

followed an embossed paper and thereafter a pressed metal celling, pre-

suet,ably In the early years of this century.

Pressed metal celling, are often to be found fixed under matchboard ceil-

ings and the situation In the J. B. Curry House is thus not exceptional.

Reports of early bulldingsdur ing the Camp Phase refer to ceilings of

canves and calico, but none of these are known to survive.

A ceiling that made its appearance early on. during the consolidation

phase of the eighties, Is as illustrated opposite - a flat surface with a

pattern describ 'd In moulded t.mber sections. This type of — Illno was

of cloth or paper over ma.chbc ing with planted umber mouldings.
Id mit.irs the forms of fibrous Plash r ceilings that had their origins

In ITIh Century England.

The most common celling, and that which covered the greatest span of

time, w 5 matchboarding described at the timeao ;" * &

ongue and

groove With double bead' in merchants' catalogues. This Is known to

have been used from Kimberley's earliest days and was still In use at

the outbreak of the rst World War.

The most usual finish or matchboard celling, wa.c -ar varnish,although

;n many case, the timber was f'r.t stained. In the case of Be,grave Ho-

ceiling. lllustrated opposite, wood graining and stencllwork were us-

. d. Example, are also to be found of mac nboa-d ng that was first prim -

ed with an opaque Primer that obliterated '.not, and therrat.-r stained

,ind
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The "Boyl#»" ventilator was the
most widely used. This Advert-
visement appeared In "Academyv
Architecture" of 1P93.

FOR TBS HOT WRATH R
WILLIAMWEM IVis

REVOLVING™VENTILATORS

BKAN ST .nppollt* 3ro»im»u Rd.

Arlvfrlleemn-nl thnl iDpeared In
thn Wasn of S. 11.86. ndirating
lhet ventilators w rr then being
manjfarturrh In Kimbrrley.

a. VENTILATION DEVICES:

Kimberley has an extreme cllmatr. Summ-r temperatures reach and

exceed 40°C, while winter nighttime temperatures regularly drop be-

low freezing point. Both summer and winter condition* are charac-

terised by dall temperature extremes, and both Summer nights and

Winter days could drop and rise respectively to about 20°C.

This generalisation in r.specl of Kimberley's temperatures Is impor-

tant n that U illustrates a natural situation that can be exploited In

order to make the climate within buildings more bearable that the cli-

mate without. It Is a situation that Is In fact typical to a greater or

lesser extent of most of South Africa's "hot" areas In the interior.

Designers of today attempt to capture within their buildings the cool-

ness of summer nights and the warmth of winter days. The devices

used to achieve this end are extremely simp le - sun penetration is en.

ouraged in the cold winter months and discouraged during the warm

summer month by the design and orientation of window openings. Hot

or cool conditions are then maintained by Insulating buildings to pre-

vent the ingress or egress of heat.

These simple principles were largely ignored by Kimberley's early

Architects, who chose Instead to pin their faith on ventilation devices

that often actually decreased rather than increased the condition, of

comfort within the buildings ihet served. Possibly the power of ad-

vertising had much to do with this situation. See -fvertisement oppc-

site O 'A"3 for the Boyles patent atrpump ventilalor. In 189) m 'A

Sanitary Cru ad. through South Africa", published by Robert Boyle

and Son, < . tow, ye read-

"Though the majority of Ilhr ho., r-

,rn mere corrugated
Icon hut there r.

R r of hand ome teb I. build-
ing, Ilc Kimh, rley, nptyp, . the . loh Court HCusr,

new
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ou» roof v«9r>lileior»

tdves detail from Ge.i
. ld MelhodWt Church,
tmen raves were also com

m,:iIn houses for the ventl-
lat n of roof spaces and
cor ‘ut greatly, to ccindi

lions of discom fort*

Government Buildings, new Stock Exchan ge, Kimberley
Club, and lie Diamond Fields Club, all of which ate ven-
tilated with the air-oump ventilate, s, also several of the
principal busit.es « premises and offices connected with
the mines.

Mr Sydney Stent, F.R. I.R.A. , furnishes the following

report respecting the success of Mr Boyle's system of

ventilation in Kimberley : " 1 am perfectly willing to

bear testimony to the efficiency of your air pump venti-

lators. | have used them here In Kimberley, and m

m,oy other towns in the Colony, with the greatest satis-
faction. | prefer them before any other kind | know of,
end shall continue to specify them. The Kimberley Club

18 one of the many buildings of importance where | have
used them and where they have proved most successful

The variety of ventilators used during the 80s and 90s was fan nten-

sive, as can be seen from Illustrations opposite

Roof ventilators were connected by means of flues to celling grids, and

from observation of several that still exist effectively exhaust air from

the space they serve. Unfortunately, the air so exhausted is replaced

by external air drawn in through door, window and airbrick openings.

The air drawn in can In summer be considerably hotter than, and In win-

ter considerably colder than the air it Is replacing. See Page 1's for

section s owtr<j =% rd s <

There was clearly r.u generally accepted view held on the efficacy of

roof ventilators. They are absent on the vast majority of wurviving

house, of the period of this study, and .ndeed the advertisement of W il-
liam Emms on the previous page only suggests their use for hrat'd

churches, office, and rooms", the latter presumably referring to profes-

sional suites. According to Dr D. Padford, Victorian ventilation sys-

tem. were a, much the product of an obsession with air movement a, of

a desire to modify climate, and the desire to move air was clearly great-

er In public buildings other man houses.*

A description of a Public building ventilation system is given on Page 76

in respi ct of the 1903 suppir room addition to the Cltv Hall. The ays-



The ventilator or e ridge Is rennetted b

means of a duct to the classroom below.
The louvre provides ventilation to the root
space. Kimberley Undenominational School.

Terracotta sundial outside
Kimberley Publ't Library
as manufactured by Church
t. MrLauchtin.

tem described with wall dues and adjustable Inlet, for Incoming air was

widelv used in churches.

Roof ventilation was universally accepted a. being necessary. Various

type, of vents appear in gable wall,, and eaves were a. arule open, be*

ing protected only be some form of mesh aimed a. keeping out bird, and

verm.n. Ventilated roof spaces may help marginally with the evacuation

of ho. air in summer, but are a distinct disadvantage in winter, when

they allow the ingress of cold air, and the only barrier be,wee. the build-

ing., Inhabitants and the cold Outside air is a thin and no, very a.rtigh,

celling.

TLRRACOTTA WORK:

arlCmaklin, In Kletert.y did no, rise to any great height, before the turn

of the nentury. W r'ck. made during this period weathered badty, ,.nd

where used .sterna,ty.

have In most case, had to be plastered to prevent

their to,a. deterioration. I, is known that other Cay products such a,

pipe, and channel, were manufactured In Kimberley before .he turn of the

century, bu, none have been positively identified a, this stage.

dy ,90a, however, the firm of Church fc McLauchlln war.

Curing
terracotta products of a wid. v.rl.ty of typ.. 'or which ,h.y won a gold

med.,.,,heCaoeTown,n,ern.,on.,Ekh,b,,onof,h.;y..r. Thewpro*

ducts, together with their race,lent facebricks. were produced the
«irm 1 Ronaldsvlei works (on the Southern outskirts * KleCerley,.
The tiles,

architectural ornament, and ventilator, produced bv Church

, avuauchttn w.r. no, ,n .ny way Innovate. 1 A k had been

ese.uted ,n Oelttm ,»r centuries, *d h«t,b ,he e.rty Wthc?tury los,

AAAAAAAAAAAAA popularity.
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on which Is
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a portico at the J.B. Curry House.
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product was the high duality of tnc wort and the opportunities thatl. »e-

forded KImperley's .rchiltect. o, th. "Ature Ph.se"” purtlcut.rty m th.

conbtruclio® of 'nurchua.

cample, of terrucott. work by Church t, McLuuchiln arc Ulusth.tecf oP-

posite and below.

R.gre,.b,y. the supeW c, these products, perticut.rty the bricks, ter-
min.ted befom, the Firs, World War, ..though Church £ Mct-.uchlln sur-

,iced as a *rm for very much longer.
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Faience Corinthian columns
supporting the Portice of the

M sonic Temple.

Orn.tm«'ntal piistr-rwork on

IHo ¢root . "™-v.»tion o# t*'1

Mi <if'gof N'

um.

rul

FAIENCE work AND ORNAMENTAL PL.ASTERWORK:

These two craft, have in common a degree of stmllarl.y In the appear-

ance of the finished product. Faience work is « pre ibrlcatcd fired

ceramic product, while Plasterwork |. essentially an In situ craft us-

ing a cement ba ,ed plaster. Cast elements, such as the c.pi.al. shown

opposite, are also used in plasterwork.

During the 19th century, F.lence work in BHt.In, Europe and America

reached a high level of sophi. Icatlon. Architectural ornamentation was

manufactured In a wide

range of highly dr -ailed component, and even

statuary was available. Highly popular . Hn mg Hgures could be pur-

chased as c k't of easily transportable Parts, so precisely manufactured

that when assembled, the joint, were hardly visible.

Faience work was no, particularly popular In early Kimberley, presum-

ably on account of its high cost. An escellent example of -he use of this

material I, however to be found In the Masonic Temple's Corinthian por-

cotumn. lllustrated ,h the phot.dp*,.,e T,.- o, ,he« C -
u, , is to be found In .he pamphlet (found w,h the original drawing, for

.he building) Illustrated overleaf.

Ornamental plasterwork was a more popular, if less endu, mg craft, of

which severs, specimen, remain. The only identifiable esponen, of this

work wa. one Bociarelll. and a surviving example of hi. work |, Illus-

trated opposite Ilhe Old McGregor Museum).

The Kimberley C y Hal. ha. m ,h e.ternal ornamental plasterwork,

Which, although possibly inappropriate, was competently executed, as

was the plasterwork on the exterior of me McGregor NVseum.
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SCAGLIOLA:

S.aglloia, or the a | of detorallng a surface lo Imiiale marble, derives
Its n.ime from ihe use of small pieces (scagllole) of marble being applied
10 a surface. The art is thought to have had its origins In 16th century
Italy, although similar processes are known to have been used through-

out the world since ancient Egypt an times.

Earliest use in Bri.uin of Scagliola was in about the m id-lslh century,

and during about the I1SjO's, Scagliola in Britain came lo be regarded

as a lost art according to Dr O. L ndslrom, of York University." A
modern vei an of Scagliola is presently being practised in the United
S ates by the likes of Michael Graves, wh - akes wide use of what he

r 'ers to at marbeling in the interior decoration o' his buildings.

Scagliola is often very difficult to distinguish from real marble, and
Is o'len only given away by the lack of joints in a Scagliola surface or
the improbability of the grain and pattern of some examples. Scagliola
can be appi -d lo any sound surface including timber and slate, on
which It Is most commonly to be found on fireplace surrounds In Kim-
berlc.. There is example of tork in the Memorial Road
Synagogue, however, Il Is In fireplace surrounds lhrt some extremely
<ne examples of overripe turn-of-the-century decoration are to be
found. Examples of these sue-ounds, together with brightly coloured

ceramic tiles abound in Kimberley.

Scagliola fireplace surrounds do not rem to have been used before the
late 1090's, or after the erd of this period of study. It Is assumed that
thi- surrounds wem mported tog< lher with the cast iron fireplaces with

whicF they are to be found.



b»( kg'ound infcm *ion fr <m Hans van Lcmmer,
7 1f- - A Coiledor* Guide , Souvenir Press,
| ondon, 1979.



1097 Encaustic tiles in Entrance
Lobby of Delgrave note | using
plain and inlaid tiles in this mag-
nifii-ent mosaic floor.

Du To tspan Road shop Ingo of
about 10°)

CERAMIC AND ENCAUSTIC TILES:

hu AV ctorlan tiles were of the dust pressed type, easily rc cognisable
by (he ars of squares pressed nto their backs. Jetwwen 1840 and
107 2 these were made in hand presses, but after 1873 sit am presses
came into use and tlies were manufactured on a massive scale. The

most common size of Victorian tiles was 1LOmm m 1 Omm.

Patterns on tiles wre produced by a variety of methods of which trans-

fer printing was the most widely used.

The most common & tualion in which tiles are found is, flanking fire -

places, in flooring in front of fireplaces, and on entrance hall floors,
the latter being of the mosaic encaustic type and unglazed. Examples
of tiles are illustrated opposite and overleaf. Unglazed tiles are also
to be found in the inrp's to shops and here special designs were often
made incorporating the name of the business concerned. Tiles w re

also to be found in eon,unction with shopfronts, particularly on stall «

risers.

Tiles were not commonly used on bathroom walls during the period of
study, .w d arare example of wall tiling to an internal wall was in the
emb.i mmy room of a popular turn-of-the-century undertaker, which on
account of the decline in the popularity of this practice, today serves

as a tea kitchen.

Encaustic tiles as illustrated opposite were of either British or Ameri-
can origm . Glazed tiles as illustrated overleaf were most probably
from such famous British manufacturers as the firm of Minton of Stoke

on Trent and Maw t Co., of Ironbridge, both In Britain.
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*+* Da ly Independent, IF Nov. 1663,

li-ehamtlown Journal, June 2nd, IP»9.
Albany Museum, Granemsiown.

Kveryman his own Mrihanic A comr.lele
o.uck lor amaleurt, Fra", " Vou"g, Ward
1vtk (- Co., London, 1903. Properlv of
Marian Robertson.

Kimber
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mb, t ley Pul'ttt | ibr «ry.



fhi A'ngl* photogr«oh t ke»sn in th. en-
trance hall of Th* iju«lialow (i*udd =« u*« )

IIL-SIr 3tfS VIT3d of I'* v . . )t LI,
A'10' f>imh rlov decora* -, nrivdin,;

door ano art hiirave moulttu Ot« f*rd oul
ri dIffrrnnl cotourv, mull oi.>ur«*1 ktrt-

i and ¢ edinh di-

PAINTING AND CZCORATING:

rh< turn-of-the-century painter and U”corator at to have been far
mor** of « technician tnan modem day counterpart. Patent r* ady-
m' ' Paints were not common and most paint was prepared by the paint-

er from oasic ingredients as are listed n the Holland ana Vardy cats -

ou.t of 1897 reproduced Mpp.-raiix i. on Page 197. These ,ngredir*nt*

ire much th«» same as those - m advertisement that appeared in
%

the Grahamstown Journal of Jur,. Lrd, 1649, and It can be assumed that

the Du nu r and dtcorator s craft aa a wetl stabi shed one.

Them were two bas e types of pa nting, .e. distempering and painting
in oils. The former ncluded me?v.t»< ng and painting wi'h any rr*Par-
at'On m xed with si/.. O in, as 'he name suggests, were paints in which

the co'ourir.j matter was mixed with o | or turpentine.

D mper was generally applied to plaster only and tended to be used <n
the ‘"™<viper work, while quaill . work and the painting of timber surfaces

was generally done n oils.

\n dea of the turn-of-1th<-rvntur\ pa.neng pract te s to be gainea from

nr Man uv. M. - A comt', te guide for amateur? publ sh-
##
<" T AQ3. Ufi g thi- , i a source of refei ©nee, together with the re-
ma-ns of turn.of-:hr-, nntu" ntwork and the contents of the Holland

and Vardy catalogs , some broad conclusions can be drawn in respect
of different types of work:-

Corrugated lron;

M \ ‘'« + bear *\ «denre of hav ng been | mewashed, which no doubt
h. icirer r hu ti'ng inter* or cooler than th, miv othirwise ha.e
v - ''“11- -DUD'-r |j .n->nt Of 13*A3 chum-
ad th.n "N e+ anti- a use,'t ti* Juuth Australian Gov -
ernmeftl redut edtv. * 0 ,e |1, $for \>nr ,md costs little mor,
Hu#
m. r ,,h", T nowv r ,\o , v it * «f this product enjoying

jr. |f popul.-rdv .



External doorframe at the J. B. Curry House
Indicates that the scraped surface was first
stained a dark brown colour which seems to
have been the standard treatment for exterior
softwood apolication. Thereafter a white un-
dercoat followed by green paint was applied
presumably in the early years of this century.
The origin*, | stain was applied in 1889.

External Woodwork:

(o3 based oamts were u”ed on fa> :ias, bargeboards, verandahs and
timber ornamentation. The popular colours appear to haw been while
and dark brown, but colour will always be problrmatieal where It has

to be gauged from black and while photos, Windows and doors (soft-
wood) tended to be sta-ned and varnished in a manner that has proved

to b# most enduring. This treatment penetrated the wood and offered

a great deal of protect'on from the elements. Many of these old doors
and windows have only failed as a result of shrinkage and the e Mry of
water through joints opened by shrinkage. There are still many ex-
amples of windows and verandah doors that retain their original finish,
and no colours other than brown ard white are known to have beon used.
Certainly, there was no shortage jf pigments for a variety of colours,
but it is assumed that then, as loday, many of !lh**se colours were not
very successful under prolonged exposure to sunlight. It is very prob-
able that green, which had long been used at the Cape, was also used in

eirly Kimberley, but to date there is no evidence to £»upport this.

Internal Woodwork;

Very little hardwood was used in early Kimberley, with the xception of
Teak used In better class front doors, fireplace surrounds and over-
mantles. Teak used In these circumstances was generally oiled. S o ft-
wood w v- v tiely used n architraves, skirtings, picture *-ails, doors,
windows and matchboard ceiling and wall cladding. Softwooo was gener-
ally not required to express itself as natural wood with the exception of
ome ceill. gs that were stained and varnished and show the knots and
iram of the wood. More often wood was either oil painted or undcrcoat-
ed with a n <imcr'ted preparation of wood colour and then varnished. This
produced a woodlike appearanco without the underlying knots and imper-

frclions. A great deal more* colour was to be found on internal wood-
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work than was popular externally, and It was common to pick out mould-

ings on architraves In varying colours. (See Page 38),

W oodgraining was popular and was achieved as foMows:-

The painting of common wood to imitate any more expensive wood, such
as oak, mahogany or maple, Is called graining. To do this the colour
for th«* ground which ,s som* Ugh colour, generally yellow, is first laid
on and allowed to dry. A coat of dark rather slow-dryirg paint is laid
upon thv light ground and while this is wet th«* surface is diversifiec by
drawing combs of leather or metal and graining brushes over it. These
combs and brushes take off some of the dark coloured paint and expose
the light ground colour. An example of wood graining is Illustrated op-

posite.

Floors:

Turn-of-the-century softwood floors are invariab’y black or dark brown
when encountered today. Up to a century of polish of varying types con-
tributes to this condition, but some type of stain was obviously used In-
,, MMy« Although no written source of information has been located,

elder-y workmen talk of stains composed of tea, po ash, and Ir more re-

cent years, ground gramaphone records.

Walls:

In domestic work walls to picture rail height were generally oil-painted
with distemper above. In offices an oil-pamted dado appear* to have

t rminated about one metre above the floor with a chair rail or a thin

black stripe, separating the dark dado colour from a lighter colour above.

Won rjr.-jlnirir r orr o .y

*Kilifu nnain imitation i-in lhr at-ove Decorative Devices:

o*arr, le in t™ j. G. 1 . Mou*f, to

Ifss convif>c:i'ng, but nnv* rt»H*li»** very Stencil work as illustrated overleaf, was widely u*ed both in detail work

dt*roralive or* «* on in* «lgrave

<p’l trillr<i m F »n<e 0. on joinery i.-m- arrt cnllin.y*. and nn j lornor siair on wall,.
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Mlu-.tp jl<id opposite Is a pamphlet tor stencils of American origin fom

D. W. Grealbalch's office.

.Vood panelling to nails untStrwcnt an Interesting process of develop-

n it "races hav< been found of wood panelling painted on to a wall

jrface complete with hadow n [he foyer of what was then the Kimber-

ley Central Diamond Mining Company Limited (Now Du 3eers Consolidat-

ed Mines). This p.nnted Imitation of panelling dates to 1887. Real pan-

elling ,n the form of softwood with artificial wood graining appeared in

1889 In the J. B. Curry House, and Is Illustrated on Page 29.

Painted decoration found on the to. hi wall of the J. B. Curry House ,s

illustrated opposite. This worl- was found beneath wallpaper that was,

until the restoration work started, thought to be original.

Wallpaper*:

A wide variety of moorled wallpape s were available, and those used

reflected what was popular In both Europe and America. As none of

these appear to be in any way unique to Kimberley (other than perhaps

In the boldness of the designs that predominate), no examples will be II-

lustrated. Il I. perhaps significant that picture rails were, as far as

can be determined, seldom used on wallpapered walls. W allpaper ap-

peared to fail out of favour when pressed metal ceilings were Introduc

Many of the wallpaper designs used In early Kimberley are to be found In

manufacturers' catalogues C today. Much evidence of how and where

,h. ,e designs were used Is in be found In the photographic collection,

housed m | imberley museums and libraries,

05*snorall

o..forn the tut of , . ,entury . dark colour, and bold Pattern, prrdom.na-

m tiIx ” s r of lhi ,,NuU,y lighter and less extravagant col-

ouri hr* amo thr norm.

.41



Pamle*d mural decoration appears to
have been popular before ih«- turn of
the century anc. no post- 1900 example#
are knrwn to ex si. The example above
was painted as a lado to about | metre
above floor level. A a later sta<.e,
probably after the turn of ttie ¢c* tury,
the painted wall .vas covered with an
embossed paper o# a ty.je commonly us-
ed on ceilings of which the remains
can be seen.

Mlu-str.if.'"d opposite is a pamphlet for stencils of American origin from

D. W. Grcatbalch's office.

vVodd panelling to walls underwent an interesting process of develop-
mou. Traces have been found of wood panelling pa ntrd on to a wall
-urfa. " complete with shadows In the foyer of what was then the Kimber-
ley Central D, mond Mining Company Limit »d (Now De Beers Cor.solldat-
.d Nunes). This painted imitstion of panelling dates in 18A7. Real pan-

elling In the form of oftwood with artificial wood graining appeared in

1839 in the J. E. Curry House, and is illustrated on Page 29.

Punted decoration found on the toilet wall of the t3. Curry House is
illustrated oprosilte. This worl- was found beneath wallpaper that was,

until the restoration work started, ‘bought to be original.

W allpaper:

A wide vari< i> of mported wallpaper< were available, &nd those used
"rfiectrd what vas popular in both Europe and America. As none of
these appear to b- m any wax unique to KImberlr (other than perhaps
,n the boldness of the- designs that prrdomir au ), no examples will or il-
lustrated. It is perhaps signifU.tnt that picture rails were, as far as
can b" determined, seldom used on wallpapered wall#. W allpaper ap-

peared to fall out of favour when press 'd metal ceiling? were introduced,

f iny of the wallpaper d« signs u —-d in rly Kimberley are to be found In
manufacturers' catalogues n totiny. Much es idence of how .ind where
v, >dosili' were used Is to b- found In the photographic collectiof.c
housed in | ,mber,e> museums an | llbrarir-;.
denerai:

. fore the tui ef the century , dari colours and hold patterns prrdomina-
5 0. | - f  Of (hi nulight, e and lees exirtivogant oi-

our be. im»i the norm.

M -
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Main Road,

Park Rc««i.

work.

1f:90 -

Beaconsfield:-

1900

1900- 1914

Probah-y originally fu«»brir.k-

XV i.

BOUNDAR> WALLS ATND -ENCc S:

Kimbr?rley was vwry much i town of belfmade men, and selfma<I<f men navi?

sicver been noted for their modesty. The front wall of larger houses was
therefore Invariabix of uch a nature that the house could be clearly view-
ed. Although Mir pant w> n over .in/ li L ttlo' o he .ituatlon, this nro-
POs11ion undue -, ,ly true. It Is suspected that Kimberley1 turn-of-
the-century houses wrr# designed to be looked at prim arily and to be lived

in seconderiiy,

/er> much th< same type of wall was to be found at the ront of more mod-
e : houses, for |, ,e added reason that the frtxifs of these houres had a
itrong re iionshin wl.n the streets onto whl > they 'ronted. In many of
the -r.dIl hous% r uburban situations one observes even today, converse-
tijns between parties seated on front verandahs on opposite sides of the
Mree' or between street and verandah, %nd anything but a low verandah

wall would he obstructive to such social contact.

Early suburban layouts included sanitary lanes which for obv ous rea-
sons had to be screened from view. Hero, and in the case o< side bound-

ir c*, corrutated iron wa- used, typic ally to a height of about 1,8 m.

Illustrated opposite are a variety of front walls and gates that still sur-
vive in Kimberley,

"h< pattern a'-i <oiours of woodwork to fenc s often reflected that of Ir*e
verandah, although cast iron work to fenrts was 'airly common In associa-
tion vvith wooden verandahs. The woodwork w is generally over a brick
sub-wall, a (hough corrugated Iron was u-eu - more modestly priced

hov<es for the subwall with simple timberwork in light sections above.
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CAST IROfi:

Cust iron .ork in vtrandah*, fire pl/ires and verandah decoration was
In »»i<; enro In South \frlea dur;ng the first half of the t-.h century.

It ,»as ho., ver only ,f|, r the arrival of the rallwo, > T7flP that this

rtatvria* was used to any exlent In Kimberley.

The largest architectural practice In Kimberley of the post-1 89’ period
If it of D. W. Grvatbatch) seems to have had little use #r castiron
wur . Greatb.itch Is not known ot haveever usedcast Iron In domes-
t . vOrk(even in front fences) and used the material only sparingly In
his commercla buildings, Greatbatch's only use of cast i*on on any
Si iappears to have been n the Kimberley R gimental Portlco 11us-
trated opposite. This drawing quotes numbers from the McFarlands

at.; ogue, two copies of which survive in the McGregor Museum.

Cast iron co umns were popular In shops where a minimum of obstruc-

tion was required to floor space.

<Vne- ii\ , - lron »net i 1 us'n Kimberley, and the reason
was orro<.biy as follows -

"he +ine the Railway reached | imberley in 1 and made cast iron
r isily trinsnortable , t imberiry was In a state of economic depression

anu %vhen it emerged from this depression, It was a slowrroving and no*

*

ov« r . prosperous town. t«re were cheaper aMernatives u cast c

*

A i un-K»r the prevailing econor.iic circumstances these tended to f *used.

The house "Violet Dank" ,n Park Road, and dating to aboi Arn-

of-th»-century , Is a ver:tab" ron merchant's dream, in any wav

typical of the houses of its timv In Kimberley.



-D

rill

*

s -tX

iullcrivy

Li'cvo *rrl

Sedeye ti> m

X -,

«li.l

\

Com e K*wone | Yetl
te *e i A«ewn. —

C oo

«

/

<

yyAl/fc7T#vAr<A

Il &

W

».J

vid*

4k

-V.

r<

KVH.

CAST IRON:

Cd»t iron z.ork In verandah#, flrr plares and verandah decoration was
Ir evid<?n< e+ *n Soul”™ Vrlea during the first half of the 19th century.

It wa? however only jft.-r the arrival of the railway n IBP that this

mat* rial was used to any extent In Kimberley.

The lirgesi rchker.tural practice In Kimberley ofther-ost-IG* periort
(that of D. VV. Greatbatch) seems to have had little use for cast Iron
[ S Greatbatch |- not known ot hav- ever used cast iron In domes-
tu orkleven n front fences! and used the material onh sparingly In
his commercl.t buildings. Greatbatch's only usz- of cast ron on any
s lie topears to have b. ,n the Kimberley R g Imental Portico Illus-

,rated opposite. This dr >Ing quotes numbers <rom the McFarlanes

Utalogur , two copies of wh o survive In the McGregor Museum.

- si ror Oiumns were aooui In shops where a minimum of obstruc-

tion was required to floor s

.- np»r.2?lly, tirof 1> ut- in Kim brriky, and the reason
w.is nrobabiv as follows --

n<» time the Railwav n \ch»,d kimberley in '9 and made cast Iron
nsll transportable, | Imberley was In a state of economic depression
and .hen It emerged from this depression, It was s slowmoving and not
ov. rly prosperous town.

icre were cheaper alternatives to cast lron

an,i un. r the prevailing « onomic circumstances these tended to be used.

Th. house 'Violet tiank " in P.i-k Road, and dating to about the lurn-
o,-thr-century , Is a vrr tab', ron merchant's dream, but not In any way

typical of the houses of It-, time .Kimberley.
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VERANDAHS AND ORNAME NTAL WCODWORI

LrwrocK ir ice* th,- or. nnt of tho vrrindah to rm dlaevai Portonal and

comm -nts on Its o wularily In tho fjorth American Colonies during the

lon. Century an, tubaeduvntly in tho faahlonabto archit .-ctur, of Br 1

aln and the Cnnt non!. He tit-scrib, s South Africa's first "verandah

house" as Lord ~lories Somerset's ' <wlonds of 1819.

ey mid-c ntury verandahs in Cape Town were appearing In a variety

of situations, and with the development of Ine Diamond riolds in the

1"70s, th. ¢ ranoah was an established element of Architecture In

South Africa. During the irst half of the 19th century, verandahs

wer undergoing a parallel development in Natal, and Kearney Illus-

,r , , various verandah forms that eslsted In Nat11by the mld-l0SOs.""

R, .sons c'fered for th. use of verandah, in South Africa vary. Kear-
Camp Phase : Verandah add -d to pre- n, v uts forward three ma or reasons for their use
fabric.iled woo<ien house of 'he ee- .>
1670's. This house in its 1restored"

nam, ly:- (I) The provision of shady seml-ouldoor space, related to
version is illustrated on Pa<;e 20.

in Colonial Natal,

the house; 12) Protection of the outer wall, from the sun; (3) Pa.h-

ion. Radford describes the verandah in Western Cape domestic archl-

., turn "the prime climate modifying element", and attribute, various

Intention, to the designer, of verandah, citing verandah width as the

*

lup to these intentions.

The Kimberley verandah of the "Camp Phase" a. described on Page 1?

and lllustrated o nosi'e may have existed for reasons other than fashion,

Du’ with the culmination o' verandah design during the "Mature Phase",

fashion must have been th. -r Ime motivator of ver.wd h designers. Th..rn

,re tvo maior reasons for making mis supposition,
House in VIIHers Street in th ¢« peer- ., given in, materials us d Ir
of demolition In tv 2. Note t»>ronrm tr

verandah <olumn ,nd Itv* remains cf an ,y.r ndah can usefully modi- C ,« | m'"ridod|
old timber column a<mu i the uildi' d.

arly Kimberley , the extent to which

limited. A, a tevlice



for Seeping the sun o1' mudbrick Insulated external walls end thus keep-

ing the Interior cool, the verandah Is Irrelevant when the hea; gain through

an Invariably uninsulated corrugated Iron roof Is considered.

Secondly, thr -n -t to which the verandah was celebrated and orna-

| | i i B mented up to eb . i 1914, and thereafter summarily discarded, sems 10

verify that By this | "x | was regarded Purely as an ob,ccl of fashion,

and was cast aside as such.

Verandah posts were, until about 19u’, of timber, typically small In

section and spaced at close centres. The lightness of Kimberley's

early v —anoahs was no doubt Influenced by the cost of timber and the
E xtract from original drawing In
possession of McGregor Museum,
showing original timberwork.

«ac :nat to a given sum o' momy more could be obtained If light set-

tle-. were used.
After 90 precast concrete columns began to make their appear wee

an. ‘'or v thrri ire several reasons:-
]

Ov. r 0 years of experience of Kimberley's climate proved that
It was hostile to timber.

Edwardian fashion was symoathetic to the heavier exor.".slon of
the concrete columns.

Concrete proved the equal of Kimberley's climate.
The drawing opposite shows in. old Belgrave as built with wooden

verandah posts In 1697, and concrete In their place in 1911. In liter

ally hundreds o' surviving turn-of-the-century houses that today have

,» ther brick or concrete verandah columns, there Is evidence of their

earlier timber columns as In the photograph of the prev.ous page.

There is also an example o' a hove In which the original timber work

on the South Elevation (which Is least vulner.blel remains while con-

crete columns have been u—d , ' rv. ere to replace timber work that
Chtract fro-r drawing -ir jM .-raiiof.a

dated 1911 snowing cone reli< , oiumn
auut>urimg Ino OKte-ndt'd -+mrandah.
Drawing in possession of MoUregor
Museum.

, ,i.l dfti-rioral' <l



W hile verandahs and front fences were importan» situations for orna-

mental woodwork, r|tib'< s w*re a-most as important. 1lustrated op-
pos'tv and below jr, .-xamf i- s o' surviving verandahs and gables.
Verandah arc”-tec ur» both houses rod holeis was, as has already

been stated, th< norm unti very near to the end of the period of this
study, and it was only m buildings such as the ospital, Nurses' dme
S' 'l the ape Dutch revival Goys High that the verandah was reluctant-

ly abandoned.

Th« verandah wcs therefore the essential element of most of Kimb. r-
@ 's pre-1*|4 architecture, and only at the end o* the period of this

tud <l <l designers begin to Question ts validity.

10 Lu 11 Mo i*'
;. Carrington Ro-iu



CHAPTFR J.

SURVEY OF SELECTED SURVIVING BUILDINGS OF THE PRE-
1914 ERA

CRITERIA FOR ' -ICLUSION'

Buildings includ< (J in this list have not been thosrn for any Arrhltrr
ti.-ui merit they may ooss' ss, nor have they been chosen for any ion-
K ibution they may make to their environment.

As this study is essentially aimed at recording Architectural History ,
the typical Is of more Interest than the exceptional. Selection ha«
therefore been made simply In terms of the extent to which the build-
ings concerned may be considered typical and recognisable " m, pre-

1914 era or in at least have typical or recognisable charac .Ics.

The basis for selection has of necessity been flexible. It eas not
been deemed necessary to Include the several hundred extensively

a tered or poorly preserved buildings of the era, where their charac-
teristics are apparent In bellir preserved examples. Il has however
been necessary to include certain of the poorly preserved examples
Where these have qualities that are unique,

or are otherwise deemed

to be of Interest.

In addition to Individual examples reference is also made to streets
and areas of Interest in wh ch remains of buildings of the period are
to be found. These precincts often provide significant, If only frag-

mentary evidence of the nirr-relallonshlp of pre-19 4 buildings.

An arbitrary number o' 0 examples have been selected out of at least
double lha umber of surviving pre-1914 buildings that are con-idered
worthy of do e scrutiny. These selected buildings (ldentified on the

mao oci rlf ,f>, together r/ilh oinrrs which no longer exist, are consld-

,r 4, Huitrated where possible with extracts from

or Lilodr ! a, or moasurrd drawlng*, ,ind photn iraph*.



SELECTED BUILDINGS AND PRECINCTS FRE-DATING 191*:

PRECINCTS:

[+ i t R d G .
1. De Heed O ffice Group. arrington osa roup
Ml St t G .
2. Chapel Street Group. finer ree rour
K il th G .
3. Lodge Road Group. entiwor roup

BUILDINGS:

1. M agistrate. Courts -

Originally Gr qualand West High Court
and Public O ffices.

2. City Hall and Market Hall.

3. Market Shelter.

4. De Beers Head Office Building
5. Old McGregor Museum.

6. Trinity kwhodist Church.

7. Methodist Church Parsonage.
8. Public Library,

g. Kimberley Club.

10. Oialld Premises -

Originally Kimberley Building Society.
11. Baronial Street Sy» i*gocjue.

12. Newton N. G. Church.

13. "Star of the West"Public House.

14. "Australian Arms" Public «use.

s p ..ldency - Originally the residence of the Civil Commissioner.

16. iA‘morial Road Synagogue.

17. Bovs' High School.

16 . io>,. High SchoolPavilion - Origin.',y the Pirate, Club Pavl-
9. K-*erley Reg,men, Drlt, Ha, - Originally the K ,r*er,y FK-

hil. itlon Art Gallery.



21.

22.

23.

24.

23.

26.

27.

28.

26.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41,

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

40.

Rhodrs Board Room - Originally lhe Office of the De Beera

Mining Company.

Belt House - G irls' High School Hostel.
Gins' High School.

Greenberg Residence.

O'Collaghan Residence.

Horv.lt.” Residence.

Harris Residence.

Dunluce - Bonas Residence.

The Lodge

IOuggan Cronin Gallery! - Originally the Curry
Residence.
Raynham Residence.

Masonic Temple.

Cottage adjoining Masonic Temple.

Outoitspan Road speculative houses for Sir David Harris.
Memorial Road speculative houses for Sir David Harris.
Synagogue Street speculative houses for Sir David Harris.
Rhodes Equestrian Statue.

tiueen Victoria Statue.

Cat « Police Memorial.

Kimberley Hospital Nurses Home.

McGregor Museum - Originally the O'Ifv av» -tot
St Cvprians Anglican Cathedral.

St Albans Anglican Church.
jack HIindon Mess - Originally the Al.xander-font.Ir,
Undenominational School.

Gran Street KVthodlst Church.

Braronsfirld Presbyterian Church

oe,const: Id Post Office - Orlolnally P *,lc Offices.

+enilworth School.



21. Rhode. Board Room - Originally the Office of the Oe Beers

Mining Comoan'.

22. Bell House - Gl la' High School Hoslel.

21. G irl*' High S hool.

24. Greenberg Residence.

25. O'Callaghan Residence.

26. Horwltz Residence.

27. Harris Residence.

28. Dunluce - Bonas Residence.
20.

The Lodge (Duggan Cronin Gallery) - Originally

lhe Curry
Residence.

30. Raynham Residence.
31. Masonic Temple.
32.

Collage adjoining Mrsonic Temple.

33. Dutollspan Road speculative houses for Sir David Ham s.
34. Memor'al Road speculative houses for Sir David Harris.
3i. synagogue Street speculative houses for Sir Dav'd Harris.
36. Rhodes Equestrian Statue.

37. Queen Victoria Statue.

38. Caoe Police SVmorlai.

39. Kimberley Hospital Nurses Home.

40. McGregor Museum - OrltiIn..ly the Be.gr.ve .Hotel.

41. St Cvprians Angli<an Cathedrals

42. St Albans Anglican Church.

43. Jack Hindoo Mess - originally -he At.k.nder.font.In Hotel.
44. Undenominal.onal School.
4", Oran Street KS-thodlst Chcrrh.

46. Beectinsfirld P esbyterlan Church.

47. Deacon,fo Id Post Office - Originally Public O ffices.

40. Knnllworth School.

- 41 -



49. St Ldwards /\nglican Church Kenilworth,

50. House at Kenilworth

tn the lex. .h.« follow surviving building, lor.led on the map below

hav. been ideniifled wilh ared dot «» hereunder.

V 116 ASEA

V Vi in .Ur (I fie Ms
"v fvi-i <u to on fNij. .

.er** »divl to be slluulc d.



cCi AFTER 4.

architects and attitudes.
0 W GREATBATCH, During in,. 1070s,. while Kimtieney was in a stale of transition from lent
AACHITCCT.
town 10 shanty 10 vn,
ewer. **

#>/rout**, L A “

South Africa's Architects were to be found mainly
. ZZA>

m the coastal towns. As ha, alread> been noted, South Africa o’ |lhc
1670s was in a stale of economic depression and IT

growing permanence

of the Diamond Fields population began to provide

ities for Architects.
I>f£crA urv*cl T-Q+a /4 "V

e . One can only speculate as to the exact role played by Kimberley's Archi-

n-noaded opportun-

tects of the 70s as no sign 'leant buildings survive and no drawings of the

period have been located (It Indeed they ever exlsh d to any significant

extent). Newspaper reports ant advertisements dc however mention Ar-

chitects. In the nst of Architects that follov s there Is one dating back

to 1870, and an advertisement for a house fo- sale in 1070 mentions that

It was "Architect designed". As was the case in the coastal towns, the

Architect-, um-Bullding Contractor no doubt played a prominent role dur-

ng the 709,
4£nrv**h <vZ evucCn~* I Ackuv<. XA-ii-

A Ar chMeets as indeorndent prof. sionaii can only ilisfactorlly be traced
A< W/ > AE-VVO IS 0.6k M J

back to the m,d-e0Os in Kimberley durl xg what has been described as the
SWAAJL*J~OEO /C uv*/**eji< . <W 4" e+ V "L BVI-*'<«:

"Consolidation Phase". Il is only during the "Mature Phase" at the turn

of the century that we can recognise a profession organised much as It Is

x/IUsjE& | r 2o t-€ a 4 1~ 1€%0- thvwe—ex -

LA-A-- #

today, and make any meanlno-ul study of drawings and surviving buildings.

As the copy of the letter lllustrated opposite shows, an Architect's duties
included the production of draw ngs and a specification as the case today,

as well as a "List of meterlsis" presurr b.y the for runner of what is to-

day dont‘ t>\ Quantely Su.-wvor s.

\ number of A* hi,"CIS have been identified by k*s M. Macey, of th" Klrr

berlev Publ Librar- , mainly from newspaper reports and advertiser, nls.

It 1, from th ourc* that many of lhe names and firms that follow have



Greig, D E.. Herb* A frica, Cepe
Town : Purnell, 1970.



Daki'r’s only known nou . In | rrihfrivy
deilfig to obcul 190 . it appears to hove
had no influence on subsequent houses
of pre-1914 Kimberlev.

were probably the less Important figures and fuller information on Archi-
tects rt "Ponsible for a significant number of surviving buildings.

Of the "less important" figures, none have Oeen identified as having as an
individual had any noteworthy Influence on kimbmieys arch Itejtural his-

tory. It Is possible, however, that some of these names will have assoc-
«at onS with the Architectural History of the Witw aterbrand, as much of

K moerley's talent Is known to have been drawn to the Goldfieids during

the late 1890s and 1890s.

Sources other than the Kimberley Public Library have been specifically

acknowledged In the list that follows:-

ABBEN O OLLEY
Advertised their talents as Architects and Civil Engineers with 2. years

of Colonial and European experience (Diamond Fields Advertiser 10 1,89).

J. ARMSTRONG
Called for tenders for Rearh and .)mpan>, Market Square (Dally Indep-

endent 23 2 97, Page 1) see Appendix A

HERBERT BAKER *
Bom 9th June, 1962, Baker arrived in Cape Town in 1892. His archi-
teclural educat or, was by the standards of ttv lime e tensive, and In 1880

when he wrote the examination for Assoriateihio of the Royal Institute of

B riti,h Architects, he gamed the pr./e awarded to the too student. In
169J, Rhc.tes invited Qaker to remodel his house, Groote Schuur, In Cape
Town, In 1896, after it had been gutted by Fire, Baker was responsible
for the rrbuilding of Groote Schuur. In 1901, Baker becomes founder

member of South African Society of Arch tecta, and In 1902 begm. prat-
,re - Transva., . In 1004, Baker is pr.ncipel of three practices situat-
ed in Johannesburg, ElOemfortr,» and Cape Town, and ,1 was at this lime
that hi wort- nt mn, -lev i the form of The Honoured Dead Memorial,

and a nou e In Car gtnn Road, wa- built. In 1912, Baker left South



MB

Rrtdford,

D.

Archilecturr of th< VW/'stt-rn Cepc,
Pr.. D Dif 1erletion, Univprsiy
of the- Wilvsatersrand.



A frica, and was responsible for a great deal of work in England and

India. Hr died at the age of 84 at his birthplace in Kent In England.

BRENNAN U HILL
Name appears in 1903 - 04 Kimberley Directory. Architects for Prestiy-
Urian Church, Beaconsfield, drawings in Goldblatt, Yulil /t Partners'

collection. See also P. J. Hill on Page "5.

FRED CHERRY *

of Architects from ur wing tor Be'icons? le Id Undated drawing possibly of 1890s for shops In Bean Street (Goldblatt,

PAres”vterlan r**-virch.

Yuiil & Partners' collection). He served his articles with Messrs Me-
curdy and Mitchell of Dublin, with whom he worked as chief draughtsman
until the year 1890 when he came to South Africa and omed the P. W.D.
He remained there for two years uni11l starting a practice. Cherry was
d member of the Royal Institute of Architects in Ireland.
F. S. CHITTENDEN
Called for tenders for London and S. A. Exploration Co. , Lennox Siree*,
(Diamond News " 681, Page 2).
THOMAS CLARIDGE
Successor to L. Ford Hanson, offices in Old Mam Street next to Stan-
dard Bank (Diamond Fields Advertiser, 18 2 92, Page 2). Opened ten-
ders for N. G. Kerk Newton, *or which L. Ford Hanson was originally
commissioned ID-amond Fields Advertiser, 19 12 92, Page 2). Subse-
quently moved to Transvaal and was Architect of N. G. Church, Church
Square, and President hruger's House, Pretoria.

A< 1 "o o K«.mMUMatkL i vam «*oii Ai i me

J. W. DALE

Herbert [3 ker's nrcepted design for the
Honouretl Dead Memorial. Drawing In
the possession of the M< regor Muse m.

Li=ted m | mb#r »y Director of 1798 99 tm1 19 > 04.

ROBERT SCOTT DAY

Jam*' to Kimbvrlvy about 180 , md founded a practice that still ex-



Signature of R. S. Day as it ap-
pears on his drawings for the
Theatre Royal.

rdHH3

rtifrii if-nifr

Day's proposals for the Front i <va-
tion of the Theatre Roval. The L I*-
vat'on of the butMing .eventually
built by D. W. Or« albatch Owes li11-
to this design. <+ Oreatbatch ( U w»i
tion on Page 10.

Ists under the Name Goldblatt, Yuill 7/Partners. Called for tenders
for offices for Gr#qualand West Board of E*e .ulors (Daily Independent,
14/10/86, Page IK

Listed as Architect in prospectus for Theatre Royal Co. Ltd. (Daily
Independent 16/5/87, Page 11. Original drawings in Goldblatt, Yui1l &
Partners' collection.

Called for tenders for offices of Kimberley rvrmanent Mutual [Building
Society (Dailv Independent, 19 11 97, Page 1).

Cai'ed for tenders for Hiil & Paddon offices. (Daily Inck Pendent,
13 3 68, Page 1).

Called for tenders for Villa at corner of D'Arcy Street and P«?rk Lane
for E. Krause (Daily Independent, 26 3 98, Page 1).

Sketch of Grand Hotel published in Diamond Fields Advertiser , 13/4/88,
Page s. Illustrated opposite.

Called for tenders for three shops in Jones Street, (Daily Ind* Pender!,
1 4 08, Page 1).

Called for tenders for Good Tempter Hall shops (Diamond Fie h Is Adver-
tiser , 6 10 ss, Page 0.

Called for tenders for New O ffices for De Beers Consolidated *4s»s
(Daily Independent, 18, 11 881. Illustrated opposite.

Celled for lenders for Store Bros, building InDuloilsoan Roe. 1,diamond
Fi v«*rtlaer, 22 2/89, Page 1).

Cuileo for tenders for Alterations andAdditions to G-and Hole-1 Diamond
Fields Advertiser, 3 90, Page 31. Left

Left for Johannesburg in 1090 after disposing of h,s practice ' 30. W.

GheatbStch.

J. DURWARD
\dvertised as Architect and Surveyor (Diamond ields Advert m»,

Il 1 93, Last Pi.tel.



Gr'gufllend Wen Go nrnenl Gan IIl . 23rd f-iarch
1876, Kimbrrle) ' uMic Library.



T. W. ELLISON

Foreman of Public Work., +.678.

Called for lender, for Greers new Butcher hop In P.rK L.ne oppo,«u

Synagog J» (Daily Independent, 22 10/87),

Called for terder. for Villa in Woodley Street (Daily Independent,

26 11/88, Page II. Li,.ed In Argus Directory, 1891.

C. A. PABBEN

U sled In 1891 Argus Directory.

G. F. L. GILES

Called for tender, for We, -yan School and Hall In Du.oi.sp.n Road.

(Diamond Field, New,, 4/6/81). The building was no. hull. a. that

time and was subsequently bull, on It. present site, corner of Chape,

and Woodley Streets, in 1883.

JOWAN GOODMAN

Adver,,,ed..Arch,.c, ."d Contractor (D i.m

ondFIl.1d .Nr.. ,3/10/70,.

P. J. HILL

A, that I, known of this architect ,, -ha. hi. drawing of the front eleva-

tion of the Gladstone h».e, was regularly used In advertisement, for the

Hotel. The
Toorppraare

illustration opposite originally appeared
a<*mmrmn

In the Christmas
Number of the Diamond Field, Advertiser of 190:..
1 H ih -w u i f I 1 i n i H ioi i W o im

Possibly P. J. HI,, was the H,, of Brennan 0 HIM.

who were re.pons-
I W S p i, , for the Beacons,,eld Presbyterian Church of '90:,

and who are list-

f*d on Rag* 3*
. [. Mill, JtrAHr*.



T. W. ELLISON
Foreman of Public Works, 1078.

died for lenders for Orewer, new Butcher shoo In Pa. K Lane opposite

Synagogue (Daily Independent, 22/10 87).

called for tender, for Villa in Woodley Street (Da.ly Independent.

26 11 86, Page 1I). Lilted n Argus D'-eclory, ’'891.

C. A. FABBEN

Listed in 1891 Argus Directory.

G. F. L. GILES
Called for tender, for Wesleyan School and Hal. In Du.o.tspan Road.

(Diamond F(eld. News, 4/6,8,). The build.ng was no. bull. a. .ha.

,m. and wa. aubseduently bu,, on i,

present corn.r of Ch«m,
and Woodley Streets, in 1883.
JOHAN GOODMAN
Aduer,..d.,Arch,,, and contract ,DimondFi.,d.New.,/,0/70,.

P. J. HILL

AM mat is Known of this archi.ee' Is that hi. drawing of the front el.ua-

t.on of the Gladstone F*,e, was regular,y used in advertlsemeni, for lhe

Hotel. The i,lustration opposite origin.,ly appeared in the Christmas

Number of the D'amend Fields Advertiser of 190:.

Possibly P. J- HIM was ,he HIM of Brennan G HIM.

who we-e rc.pons-

Ibl. for the Beaconsfleld Presbyter,an Church of ,90: . and wf» are list-

*»d on Pa* 3.



Informalion dr. .. t largely from article In Kimbrri
ant) B. aconfif,( io Miusiraied, Argu« /It Co. , lyu*,
Kimberley Public Library.

Oorti «u-«in in. po«nse*sion of lhit MeG'epor
NAu-%rum, K-mberley .
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DANIEL WESTWOOD GREATDATCH

D. W. Greaibutch came 10 Souih Afr.ca at the atie of 12 In the company
or hi ,parents, aho settlvu in GrahamstOAn. He was the son of Edvvarii
Daniel Greatbaich, v mas er upholsterer, and M,iry Ann Greatbatch, form -
erly Westwood. Born in December 1868, in Stanford In the County of
Dorset, young Daniel's poor health was one of the reasons for the family's
emigration,

Greatbatch was educated at St Andrews College in Grahamstown, and art-
icled to Sydney Stent with whom he came to the Diamond Fields In 103
After several years with S:ent he entered the employ of R. §. Day.
Thereafter, ,n 1889, he worked for « short period In Johannesburg. In
1090, Greatbatch, then 22 years old, took over Day's Kimberley practice
and in 1092, at the age of 24, won the competition for the design of the
Kimberley E xhibition, illustrated opposite.

Gre.itbatch died on September 16th, 192 , at the age of -6.

Withru any doubt, Greatbatch was the architect who had the greatest im-

pact on >re-1914 Kimtoer I*+>, Greatbatch as an Architect virtually grew
with Kimb -lev. His <ar-y training was in Kimberley as were his later
successes as an extremely prof llc Architect. Grextbatch's member-

ship of professional societies is in itself an interesting r« flection of the
dev opmenl of professionalism in South African Archilecture. Hi3 mem-

Aersn.ps included:-**

l. Member of the South African Association of Engineers and Archi-
tects, 2 September, 1894.
Member of the outh African Association of Engineers, 12 Septem-
ber, °894.

3. Mi mb<’r of th« oc t\ of Architects, 12 February, 189

Atcording to th. *» ad of Libr.ury Information Services of the



Radford, D. Arcnlleclurr of lhr WeMPrn Cape
Pn. D. Disserleiior,, Unlverally
of Ifir wilwaienrand.



R. 1.D. A. The Society of Architects was founded In Britain In
1684, and a So ' ' African branch with -*?edquarters In Johannes-
burg was formed in 1906.

4. Fellow of the Cape Institute of Archil els, 12th April, 1914.

- <lzrw [ A zi.V Hunter* zoAyz- jlvyZZ,6 ftutfA S

HA**- Ir-V [# Uitseute*H irt sty* uUA udbt+né&tje. HARRY S. GREAVES

Born ,n 184m In Edinburgh.
From 86 - 7' he was a Clerk of Works in the office of John Which -
£*/ /778
ord (later President of the R. I.B. A. ) in London, where he qualified
a a Disiritl Surveyor. Engaged as the Clerk of Works for the new
Houses of P tr1tament, he arrived In Cape Town in early 1876. After
the hiatus surrounding / reeman's dismissal, he seems to have b» en en-
gaged on surveying the public buiMings in Cape Town and district. 9y
1979 he had become r> f ir.nitectural assistant to the Chief Inspector
Jé&. of Public; Works. ii that year he was engaoeti on the design of the New
Parl .ment Buildings with J. Whi.hcord as consultant. From then un-
ti1his re tire me wmin 1900 he was n charge of a IN'" archi ectural work
<secute -! by the Cap » P. W. C». and he c&n be credited wit mosi uf the,
lary public buildlr js prodjced by the department, Including thos" in
the Kimberley are#. In addition he designed the Physics building at
th * S. A. College in 1880. Hr became an A. R. I.B. A. and later
r .R.I.B.A. and was also a founder member of the Engineers jnd ArchlL
this masteri> piece of understatement was
written :wc years after the OOenlnqg of Greaves1 .erts Assoc 'ation in 1684. He died In 1901.

HouS0'. of f'di ,tur <+ ; In Cape iown while he
was struaot1lng witn tn.dt builaing'% not Ineon

Irierable teething problems. he <ommont A. BRELLERT
was written on a draw ng for the Jr Iqua land
West t-ligh Cour« ent rom | Imberley to Advrlited A h hitect md Civil Engineer Diamond F .vids Advertiser,

*

3re tve . in Capo own for toprr 11,

12.81). Arc utect or Pubnc Library lalor used as City Hall, Illu-

-1r 111 S onncvitt .

P. HAJCOCK 5AVIC S

Advertised . Vrrhttf. t. (Diimcvid r leUls Xivertiser 8 7 82 (Front r.-je).
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Drcwing by Arthur E. L-Indley , otiose

talent* as a draftsman far emctfed those
of any of hi* conlemporsr * in ‘ mber-
ley.

Si«jnalure of fwhiry Arthur N. -i @ U
aupear* on the working dravMng "ur
the Masonic Tettipie in Outoit uan Road.

LAWRFNCE FORD M AwsOT4

AdvertlBed as Civil C- jineer and Architect (Diamond News 2/9,82,

Column 21. Or'glrally commissioned for N. G. K. Newlon.

P. J. JARVIS

| - ed In 1898 - 99 Directory.

ARTHUR E. LINDLEY

Employed by D W. Grealbalch, an escepuonally fine draughtsman;
practised under his own name towards end of period of study.

Little Is known about Lindley, other than that he managed the office
Il 1902 during a period of absence by Grealbalch and that he died on

October 12th, 1918, at the age of 99 dur.ng the 'flu epidemic and was

buried in Kimberley's West End Cemetery.

E. McDCUGAL

Listed in 1903 - 04 Directory.

GEORGE STANLEY REES

Advertised as Architect (Daily Independent, 21 /!/«1 , Column J».

I-ENRY ARTHUR REID*

Signature as Architect on drawing dated 24/10 s8s for the Me >nle
Temple In Outoitspan Road. (Draw.ng In Goldbiatt, Yulil V Partners'
collection). The drawing concerned was largely a cony of a standard

plan for a Masonic Temple also in the Goldbiatt, Yulll V Partner,' col-

lection. Born It 18:6 m Plymouth, England, the eldest son of W. H.
Reid, Architect.

Re.d was educated In England and served his articles to his father. In
;077 hr arrived in Cape Town with hi- father. He joined the City En-

gineer- Dr-par*me -t and became Assistant City Engineer In 1878. The

follow ng year hr was .onoinlrd City Engineer in Crahamstown. He re -

tired from this post in 1882 to go Into private practice In Pot, EUze-



Radford, D. Arch.tectur; of the Western Cape,
F D. Disserta*ion, wmiwrrfit> of
the VVHtvater Brand.



C hristian Brothers College by
Carstalrs Rogers survive* with
a much altereu appearance.
Illustration trom Diamond Fields
Advertiser Christmas Number of
1905.

Curstairs Rogers Na/areth Hr,use
al*o survives much altered,

in %trmticn from t e Ulamfi- d Mine*
of South **ritalv G'ren, r F, William

beth where he remained until 166#/. In 1881, he became an at Jlate
of the R. 1. ft. A. and wa?. also a founder member of the Engineers and
Arrhitpcls Associallon In 1884. He went to Johannpsburt, In 1687,
where he opened an office. During this time, from 1692 to 1873, h.t
wa? President of the S. A. A. Society of Architects and Engineers.
In | 97 he como ned his practice with that of his brother's, W. Ae'd,
who took over the Johannr burg branch, while he returned to Caoe
Town. Th- firm was known as A. H. f/ H. Re d. In the early 1900s,
the firm was responsible for several buildings for the StandanfBank,
including branches as far afield as Oudlshoorn. In 1901, already an
P.R.I.B. A., he became a foundation member of the S. A. Sot 'ely of
Architects. The following year he became the first president Of the

newly formed Cape Institute of Architects.

rf RGUS CARSTAIRS ROGERS
Born in 1864, died in 1927, Rogers commenced practice in Kimberley

n 1892 at the age of 28. He was educated atthe Dollar Acadt and
George Watson's School, South Kensington. He was articlec la J.
Mat Vicar Anderson, F.R .I.B. A. Rogers Is principall. know has Ar-
chitect fo, ximberley City Hall, which he won In open comnetlt lea,
Christian Brothers College, the Methodist Church and Mans. "Chapel
Street, the Presbyterian Church and the Alexander McGregor Wmor s'
Mu -oum.

The practice founded by Fergus Carstalrs Rogers still exists nhim -
b, rley under the name Joubert, Owens, van Niekerk, Wall O f Seiners,
and f-vrf ii of Rogers' drawings are in their possession.
Rogers a ,0 practised Rogi.-rs f' Ross, and v tM ker & R<'

Kr is | sled 'n Who's Who n Architecture of 1914.

59-



« Information drawn largely from obituary In Diamond
field! Advertlaer, 2mn May, IBKB. Kimberley
Public Library.
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SYDNEY STENT

S,dn.y S,n, _ .,0. .op*.oArchlilt.c,
WIIL,ShIrC' C"9,a"d- S,pn’ ‘°"ow . career o.a CM, Engin-
eer, and in 1863 ,r,c,.d ,oaMr A, w. Moore of Che,enh. m,

mrem he gained experience In ear,owe ..pe c . of r. ,, wey con.,ruCion.

Ear,, in ,W9> he lef, England for South Africa and in 1871, was engag.

ed * ,he CaDe GOVePnmen' 10 P,a" over the Orange River which

had n°' " 'ha' "me be,n brid9Fd- Fo" A~ "9 -M, ...ignment, Stan, wau
A the PuO.ic Work. Oep.rtm*t In Ea.t-

appointed O I.trlc In.peccc

orn Province in which capacity he wa, employed from ,874 to ,ss:.

,8,3 ,he C .,r,c, mA*ecor'. pp., ... A

hiS PrrC" 2~ 'n K,m6PP,e> Wh- - remained until ,803. when he lef, ,0

seitle in Cape Town.

, iow of the Royal m .titut,

°n -880, sten, becam. South Af. ica'. firs, P.

of aritlsh Architects - See application form opposite in which he made

following Cement referring to his professional education and work.:-

"My architectural education was obtained In ,he office of mv

father (As- w. J. Stem, W.rmini.t.r) where | studied for 4

years. In ,968 | commenced practice for myself In ...
but In ,960 lef, England for Natal from whence after a few

monihs residence | ,rave.led ,0 the Cape Colony here |

practised for myself. Subsequently , lived a short time a.

Griquaiand W e,,/Jand was t*n occupied by Government for

all sueh Architectural work, as were required. In ,873, ,

was appoinlad resident architect In Government and m . ap-

In thl, capacity | have designed and

pointmen, , slill hold.
M>

carried oul for Government extm .lve public building,.

d'Slric, very . , - iboul I o mile, by ,00, and all Rub

He Ouilding, within this area are under my direction

Chief Inspector o« V bile Work-, a,one being abov. me in
official position.
P" "r’LV o ** hr " "me"” In Crlqua,and .Vest,,her,
" m lhr D,<»mond New of cry 9th, 1873, , .al.dogue of the
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Author Yuill D W B
Name of thesis The architecture of Kimberley: 1871 - 1914 01155

PUBLISHER:
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
©2013

LEGAL NOTICES:

Copyright Notice: All materials on the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg Library website
are protected by South African copyright law and may not be distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise
published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or
educational non-commercial use only.

The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any
and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the Library website.





