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degoont group. This mejor descent group is comprised of
three segnents named ‘enkos, Twosnematode, and 'ajozo.  Coe
operation and mutual support are clowsest within the sageents,
but there iz a strongly felt, and axpressed, view that the
salidarity of the major descent group is important both
palitically and coonomdocll,. The acquieition by e mom-
ber of extra land is seon by all as & strengthening of the
descent group's economic position, as well as inervesing the
chunoes that sans will revaln at home and not move awny per-
monently. The subtrection of land by the headuan fyvo a
vidov of the desoent group is regarded as o loss to the
dosoent group as a vhole. e comwsmoration of an envestor
by one man is the concern of all descent groun menmbers.

The "Glwmneng deseent yrow; 1o resariable as being the
only reaaining such group in the community of any size and
ocohesion, and I strwes this bocause the faet thet 4t Lo otill
& functioning unit has had lwportant politiocnl implications,
as I shall show in luter ehaptece.

00d mon An this village, such as lejone Jwoanamataloe,
recall plx acow.ding generations and thelr cwn sons bhave
Whdldren,  Descoat groups of such depih wre rure in Lesotho
eucep ! anoag some chiofs and there is no parillael in
Vokhokheng.  \here descent poups ham stabiliced in ene
locality and have comaddersble uumerical strongth theve,
conditions are pgenerally fauvoursble for more than the usual
four genorutions to be reculled.

Notwoneng shares with ha lapetis the quality of aomo=
gonelity ond unily Wwousht about by tise of kinship, Soth
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are long eotabldahed, dut Natwisowr @ mueh greater polite
fcul and econsule otwength beucause of ‘e velatively numsrous,
able and physically presont sature wev

In 193¢ the doows of the people of Matusuneng wers,
formally at least, twmed towards Jobere *‘abathosne follow-
ing ke abolitios of galudlo. This constituted & major
otep in the comsolidntion of the ocommnity under Lis Juris-
diction, and slmoe thal time the people of this village hawve
pedd at lesst nominal allegiance to Jolere, althoush they
still retain a deep amotionel attectment to Matete.

Today, Vatusaneng 1o etill expanding. Gome houssholds
are eyteniing their Wlldings, and o new house hoo Just besn
conpleted for a married sun. Tawe vons of the village
have built thedr o houses seerby in Thotaneng.

kSl
For the lost ninety yeurs this has been the home of the

houdman of lokhokbong ha Milipi, and this has strongly in-
fluonced the compouition of the villags. Fhillpi hduwelf
was not peulific. One of his two some dled falrly young,
ad tw other, Lw father of Jolwmre, becams hewldoan of o
esell villige to the exat of the valley, ha lwee. The
house of "abativena 1o today reyresented in ‘agakslaneng Yy
two housaholds. One 1 headed Ly Jobere's willov and suo=
cosnor, Wi hes no dldre ;  the other belongs to Jobore's
late Wwothor's wife, vhose ohildren have all loft home.

Faqakalaneng hen grown by acoretion, rather than by the
expension of desoent groups. Neny of the fandlies now
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living thexe omso o this village in cvder to be close to the
headasn. Twe fanilivs, Madote snd Rasaliche, came with
‘hilipd in 1006, as hioSugsngs bearere', ad sottled next
to hin. ‘“Throe other familier are melated affinally to U
Hapotias. Cthers, being distantly rulated eillnz to the
atathoenas or to otner familics already there, came to the
hoaduan t0 requort land and a residential site, end duilt
noay him, This wee an obwious thing to dc since ba Mapetle
has alwvays loen ooccupied solely Ly iapotias and tholr af-
fines, Matwrneng was sublect to wnother ohldef, sad hotaneng
ie of wvory recent origin. On the positive alde it is, o
used Vo bo, cuasidered wi adventage to be ncwr the chief or
hoadiun, for the zeascn Shat be wae the sowree of protection
sud of fawsmru. A hwadnn would usually entuuregs people
to aettle nuad uie Yecuuse {i faclilitated contrvl over his
subjocts ad gave greater wnity to his following, a3 well
as offoring to the vieltor the Lypzesnion of status based on
& urerous follovdn;. The growtl of lagekalwwn: has thsye=
fore taken place eleng Aiffexeat Lises fron that of 'utusaneng
and I Nepetia, vo tial fron the polnt of view of kinship
wnity At ia velatively helerogmwevur, or sather, may of
e kiueihly Gles we teeded to & diatanl wwestor, ox tiuongh
alffiadyy.

il

hie whdage was established in 1957 wuen Jobery dr-
votod o Law-uin e o Lalld thewv, since the existing villages
wore beconlng owerces. .od. Ginoce that time more new-comers
have bullt theve, in wddicion to the sons of reeidents of



Magelclaneny and Matwxmeny who esuld net find spece in their
fatherz' villages or who wished to eseape Limediote paremtal
epervision vialls remeining within the coommunity of tholr
tdrth.

The houses ln Thotunens are generally much Durther
apurt than the houses in the other villuges. lost hawve
their cown gardens adjecent and are set o little distance
awvay from their nearect neighbours.

Thotaneng Lo expanding move rapidly than e other vile
lagwn; seversl lwwoes are under sonstruction viere .Jow,
end one of these 13 belng bullt by the som of one of the
cldest residantz. Two pecple hove told me of plane to sot
up émall weinesses, a caff and ¢ butchery, there. It is
favou ed for this sort of enterprise, and also for beer
selling, decause of its situation or the main footpath rune

ning through the walley.

The rathar detalled and perwenn]l odmarvations recerded
in this chapter arise oot “,m gmbot:rth;ﬂr:::d.
mmammwhnur»
viroznent and to thelir past. Thor are not shieldeld fron
their environmont Prothw acoogsories of an adwanced fechaole-
egioal enlture, nar do thay excralse n very offvetive enne
trol vver 1%. lence the phyadeal problemn of adlusting te
the climate, the seasan, the topansanhy, the dlatancan bow
tween nlases, the rrowth of wwads, the exalaught of inascta,
ﬂnmdﬂm.“un.hwmmdﬁn

mm'utmum..umoltbmmlm
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term deolsions as weil. Dw past has Leen relaiively ur-
eventful in texrwus of lmnovatlon, euterpriss and rewolution,
2s that personslities, rather than ovents, otend out as his-
tortcal landmarks. The tlec of kiuship that link theee
figures vith living mesbers of the community give the past

it lawedliacy.
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After severcl weoks f work on the genealocias of
Mokhohhang I produced & slugle jwneclogical ohort veme ten
feet long and another four feet lons Ths tvo could hewe
been integrzied by aeass of mwe wery long horisontal lines
dadicating scrrieges between persons sevoral feet digtant
ivom e another ou the chart. Only about twenty out of
the noasly thareo handred sexzbors of the comumity would not
have beon iInciuded ocu this ccaposite gemealogy. The indtial
ispresuion produced by such o chart fo ons of commmmity oole
ddarity, but the extent o which this actually is oo dopends
oo the degve to wilch teaditicnal kinshiy obligationm: axe
tsensluted into sction. One of the jwrposes of this chap-
tor £6 S0 sxamdne kimshd; wehavicur t(odey in melation to the
strectural pattemn indicated by the penwalogiss,

014 people iu Vekhollweng complein frequently thot youns
poople no louger respect thelr eldesw mor obsiave the duties
recuired of them by cusion, Such conploints were also made
by Meto of the Athendse youth of hie day. Theze arve &
mebor of foctors whiich lend ardence o the elders® claim,
bowewar, (oo of these fv & compricon of the older liter-
aturo with the nodern situstion. Ashiten (1967: 18) saye,
Tdnship L3 & powerful and persunsive faotor that enters ine
to alwowst evory soodal situation in a Mosute's Life.". e
12 his Meld work n the late 1530's, and this statement
voald nov 2o lomger hold.,  In Mokhokhony kinship considex-
ations Gay eanter Into mort soelal eltuations involving
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cortadn of the elder pecple who are also meabors of steony
duscont groups, Lul ofen eoccmouic, political or purely por-
somel fodtove entizely overzide kinehip in ismportance.
chedldig: (109531 JR), who was ia (o field during the late
1240%s and eazdy 950%s, woota, Miowaduys (the wmulo parent's)
roupanit®ilily Lo holng slewly wideondaed, pertly by Jaropemn
concopte of porscnal 2 Mbe and parily Wy the groving ccon-
ounle irdcpondance of alalt ohlldeen.”. There are olher
rensons ag woll, which I dleouns Yclow. In this situation
14 40 fmpeasiblo te walke any categerical stacamsnt concorning
the ptrength or wesiwmoss of kinsidp obligaiicns under add
situations, Within sowe fuadlles 1% le stroager thean in
others; under cex’cln clrowwlanies & 2an vey find it ad-
vantegeous Yo falfil Nis odligutions as o Elussaa to anothex
nesifoously, 70 that he muy ash o fovour later oug older
peopie ame rererally mare punstilicus aboutl their obligatioms
than younger peeplog zarvied penpls uore ov Shun unsurried,
with weniladle infarwmtion, howower, 1% 15 Lipeseidle o
give ey clear fadicution of Yw rale of ¢hwage in kKinsaip
institutiong or their obesrvemce.

The housethold Lo the mout fmpoxtant single sceial wnit,
or spheve of interaction, in the duily ifws of the people.
Hughbund, wife, ond thelr ohildwin form the hautc mesidential
wnit, The prolects of thedr word wre eontriduteod wwaly to
the suppert of thin wnid,

Jeo Busdeed usaally loaves very shortly after marriage
for further cpelio on the mines or at othor work in South
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Africa. Some men remain at home for two or three days anly
after marriage. Gome stuy for soveral months, but because
very few young men have adoquate flelds, If any, and decususse
local employment is vexy scarce, virtually all ave forced %o
go %o South Afwica. Jany nevly-wed men alsc have lexge

debte, frem boheld and from the expense of setiing up their
nev home, and have to work abroad for funds to pay these off,

The luaband's abeence raiser seversl problems. The
firat of these in wvhare his wife should stay. There wre
three come.s solutions; the wife uway stay with Yie man's
parents or with his mother if hie father io doad; or sbe oay
etay with hor parents; or, if her hesbend can afford it,
they mey establish & house of thedr own in his commvnity.

The first alternative is ocumonly used, and is fovouwred
by many young sen, especislly if thelr relations with their
parents are good. This is tiw selutlon moet harsonious
vith tred?’ on, for a young woman ssrrying into a family
should fall under the authority of the head of that tuadly.
The arrvangement alec has the adventage that the young, and
presunably attiractive, women is horeby given & messure of
protection frowr the advances of wnauthoricsd males in the
shegrice of her lusband. It clso enables the young couple
to avoid the expmnse of setting wp thelir own houwsebold.

Young wives may resent this arrengement, hovever, for
it places them under the often wory strict authority of
their husband's father. & very formal relotionship between
o man and his son's wife 1s proccribed. o should be polite
to her but may dictate to her the kind of relationships which
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she may or may not eantortain, eepecially with other men.
Jowe men are wost particular about the conduct of their
Anghters-in=lsv, for deviationey, especinlly semuwl, reflect
on his cepacity to organdse his househeld and may Lring dies-
green and ridioule on him, i will also be responsdble to his son
ahould the gird fall pregnant during her hishend's absence.
The nev wife should trest her fathorein-low with extrece dof-
eronce. Ohe ghould not use his nase but should refer to hin
or pidresy him by the neme of hio eldest sor. or the name of
her husband, prefimed by xp'. (father of.ee). She should
not toush him or his clothes, nor should they est togothex.
This type of observance aeewme to many youns women an abeurd-
ity, although they mey subait to 1t beosuwe not to do se
vould cause greect unploasantoess. Mewveover, a usbard nor-
mally sends his money to his parents, who use sme of it for
the aupport of his wvife and ehildren. She ie therefoxe eo-

oncmieally dependent on her father-in-law.

In this sitoation the »elationahin of o :iprant's vife
te her mothar-in-lav is most Lmportant, for she spends nost
of her time helping the old lady. This relationshiy can beo
a warn av friendly one, full of autual respect and co-operation,
or 1t may te bitter and veuomous. There are several examples
of sach in “oiholthany. The extiewss wre nost evident where
the mothere-in-lav are widowed. In one onse theve i
pecoe wnd hwawony, whille in the other there is constant suse
plclthhmtofmhﬁuttbothMQf‘-
Aly rescurces for selfich ends.

mmWniuutyfmth“IMmﬁhmt



70

she may or may not entertain, especially with other men.
eme wen ave most pexticular about the oonduct of thedr
daughterv-in=lav, for daviations, eopecially sexuul, reflsct
on his sspacity to awmpmise his household and may btring die-
grace and ridiouls on him. s will also be wemponsible to hie son
should tho giri fall pregnant during her husbend's absence.
T, wov wife chould treat hor father-in-lav with extyece def-
eronce. ©he should not use his name but should refer to s
or addrese hiv by the name of Wie eldest son, or the name of
her hushend, prefized by 'za’, (father of..ee). She should
zot touch him o hie elothes, nor should thay eat together.
s type of oheervance seens to many young women an absurd-
ity, although thay mey submit to it becsuse not to do so
would cause groat woloasaniness. Mereover, & msband nor-
sally sendo kie money to his parents, who use some of 4t for
the support of his wife end children. She is therefore co-~

oncmically dependent on her futher-in-law.

In this sitoation the mlationshin of a migvant's wife
to her mothar-in-lav 4i# most important, for she spends most
of her time helping the old lady. This relationship can be
& varn and friendly one, full of mutual respect and co-operation,
or it may be bitter and venomous. There are soweral exumples
of ench {n Moihokhong. The extremss wre most evident whore
the sothars-in-law are widowed. In one oase theve is
pocce snd hersony, while in the other thexe is conctant suse
pleion on the part of each that the other is using the fame
ily resources for seifish ende.

mmmuuvruhdhotaﬂmthm
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ugmally fevouwred, exoept in special eircuastunses, such as
the husband having no parents or olose kin with vhon s

vife can live. VWhen the wife meturns to her own pscple tho
relaticnshiy betwesn 'webasad and wife “averts, virtually,
that existing bofore thelv marciage. The husband and his
%in have no control owir thelir new wife, nor does ehe con-
tribute anything to Wielr wolfare, A major disadvantage is
that e men mey forge any lan! rights ho haa in iz own cone
punity 1 Bls wife 1o not maintalning theam hy woaking hie

fiodda. for ocould a elale by him for lswd movmally succead
in tho absonce of his wife. "his mesas that vhem he etops
sigrating ond settles with his wife snd ohildren, he lwgins
a0 4 pow man, oven in his own compmmity of origin, as .ar ae
land righta are concerned. Thevefore this eolution ir ware,

lovadays most young men try as soon aw poseible to sst-
ablish their househwlds independently of their parents.
Some may even MWuild their firet house while they are “ach~
elore and withaut smy prospective bdride, Mt the majority
otill gpand cose tine after marriase at thelir parenta’ homoe
atead bafove %hay have saved enough to bulld thair owm
housea. A year or two io common.

A men will normally build in the coomunity of his father
for ouly hore oan be legitimately olaim arable lands. e
cet also hope to receive lend from hie father vhen the latter
is too old to word ~r hae died, The slternative iz to meve
to another commmity vhere the ohief or heedman will aceoept
him ae o subject, and to apply for land theve, sowaday o
thoohwnuofhlﬂmldwumhmummdm
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because as a new-gomer his applicetion will not nowmsally be
considered until looal wen have been given land,

In Mokhokhons noat youmg men build in Thotaneng. This
ie ouly partly dus to the scareity of land in the old estab-
1ished viliages, end some houses are atill being built by
the sonu of old nem next to the parental homestecd. In
Thotaneng houses tend to be epeced nore widely then in the
other villages. Independence and privacy from one's noigh-
bowrs and kin are valued, The youns wives of Thotaneng ave
therefore much freer thon those living with their wffinee,
and o great deal of scondel oentres about them. Sewveral
have lovers openly reaidine in thelr hovaes.

Ihe underpriviloged position of young sen and news
conors in relation to iond holding is exosplified by the pop-
ulation of Thotsneng. The twelve fanilies resideni theve
hold 2,01 scres total, giving su average of 0,60 acxwe per
household, although five families haw no land at all. In
comparison with the rest of the cousunity, therefore, with
wn average holding per fanily of about thres aores, the
wooen of Thotameng hawve little agricultural woxk, which also
Libereten then for other activiiies. weee includo the
baking and selling of bresd, wuch beor selling, porticipeting
a0 voluntary organisallons, sslling thelr leubour (o those wvhe
aave land tui too Jew voxkers in the famlly, aud visiting
outsids the walles.

Most men begin thelr carcers as migrant workers when
they are eighteen to twenty years of uge, and axe seldon
voen again in felchokhong, apert frow periods of o fev weoks
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%0 a fev wontha Zvexy two or three years, until thay are
about thirty seven. ligretion then becomes lese fre-
guent, longor poriods arxe spent at hose, until tha age of
about forty five when moat men have ceassl to migrate ale
togetler, At present those over forty five wlo are still
aigreting sre elther lendless or have very good jobs in South
Afyica. The age of thirty seven colwcides apyroximately
with the tiue wvhan a4 man an sxpect to receive adeguate land,
two acTes or more, 0 werrant hds staying at home to cultivate
1t. efore this time he caanot support his family without
voge eaxrnings, and oven with vwo acres he nust find other

sowrces of incowe.

The moot sotive pericd of meme' lives iz thevefore apent
awey froz hosme. The hedef ‘resting tiwes' epent In
Makhokhong e %00 short o allow any serious project to be
ptarted snd eatedblished. lem omtriute relatively little
to agriculture at this tive, both Lecauss they avo often not
present during the peak lebour-input periods and because
thay rogar’ LLa iaterludes Letwedn coulrects as times for
rocuperation. Jome men do etuart o preject, such as bullding
a houss, tut unless they omn complete it before they leave
or avvange for somwono elwe to complete i, their work is
often wndone by the rein wnd sun and the walle collapse
before the roof 1o on.

i b lud wen sebtween the ages of Lilteen and sixty
five in the comsuadty, Tifly one axe either awy ot & dle~
tant vork place, or yesting briefly with the firwm intentlen
of setuming shortly to thelr work pluve. ihere wvw sev-
arel others wvho are presently st hone and hoping not to have
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to veturn tc work in South Afvisa, bul somo will clwost cors
toinly have to go for ecovonic ressoms, This frequently
happens ot the end of = mon's caresr ae o migrant., e puts
& great effort into his forming 7. firy to moake cnough to reo-
sadn at homs, dat be probably will hove a bad secgen within
the firat fov ysars, ad sinee hw iz moi quite cld enoug.
not to work %o retuzno onco more to his work plase. Thie
may happen woveril times wndil he is too old to cattinue
sdgreting. Ml many men yetwen sick, somo with phthdsis
contyactod an the oines, :ad find it impossible fo glve much

eneryy tc tha task of doneside wocongtruetion.

ipart from iy effset in derziving tre faailies of
sokhokhony of the bost part of its ledour fores, migzmtion
imbd it te continadty in pudlic porojects {Ge3e Oude, duns,
obe. ;, or private projects (e LOUSSE, eaals, otc. ), a8
the omsonnel s conalantly CHINEING. The chaaging of per~
sormel aloe has m effevt on w08 internal politics wof
Moknokhon o, sinco wllgweni sud Balances of pover aze con=
th ¢ r shuence of infiuential

glantly changing wit: 9¢ presenGe o

Jarsone.

he Poeition of Meman

e majority of the wiwes af plowente live in the houscs
sravided by thelr 'mnshends. “hey have considerable freedon
frou wale supervision and et recpancibility. 1% i¢ con~
mon for spousas Lo COYreVpont, el thougn infreguentiy, and
ouly when specific neosages baove to b venweyed. A hasbend
2oy instruct nde vife to maite cervaia oxrrengements fox

plovghliy and pleniing nia flelis; o wilfe vy requunt sose
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mosey for echool fees, clothas, medical expensss snd 0o on.
Some venen never hear from thelr 'mebands whiile thoy are
awsy, por do thay recadve walp Svce thes, Cune vonun last
saw hor hucband six years ugo and bellioves Le will not s
turn, fox vmen be 1left he had no land i Moklgihang. Another
wonan 4id ncl see or hear fronw hor husband fox twelve yeaws
und had abendoned hope of his return. Jut he arcived st
hor dooxr one day, uneancunced, sick snd Jdestitute. She bas
sontinsed to exert the desinant influence in her hounehold
vialeh che establiched during the years of “wr self-sufficleney.
Returning hmstands mey bo angry with their wives for wot
complying with thelr fnetructlons ou cullivating the fields;
wives noy reply thet thelr husbend did ot send eneugh NODey,
or thit se and 92 114 not co-oparate 28 agreel, vo thet alter-
native sprongasents hed to be made,

There 1a very often unceriainty within n fanily where
the Musband 1s a sdgmest about who has the eight to take cor~
tsdn doelsions. 4 young wife living Ath hep traaband's pare
ents neaxmally hes nost doclalons made for ey, dut & wifo
nmanmmmmmmmormwm
cengider whether, in any given situstiom, @he should consull
her huaband by mell or wait for his retum, oonsult her
fattai~lnelew, or toke the initietive horwelf. To wall for
tha Jmebent's rerly ¢r retum uay wean a dfenstrous delayy

wasult the father-io-low may bring an wwanted inter-
fevence in har dosestic affairs; to take the Jocleion alona
usy well bringe the wrath of both husbend and futherein~law
on her hezd. 1 wife wuet oftan choooe between getiing the
sok Jne and following the correct pattesm of consultations.
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When a wife is living independently of her father-in-low
the rovurn of her husband froe his work place is ofven
traumatic. In moat cames she has taken over wost of tue
dutions of hor husbend iun the home. Jls cnly function in
the household during his sboenve Les been that of coney
ourner, and porhape ocvcasional conoultaat on walw decislions.
e must now tey to ressseri his authoriyy in the bome and
his wife muat adopt o sudserviont »8le, Ome man aecently
retwrnsd {row the mincs ani sold s part of the agricultural
srodues that hie wife wec storing for homo consumption; the
womesn wes wery bitter because, e¢he wsid, he ¥ nteibuted
aothing to thot produce snd “sent the money lo.g.45 on Bime
solf. Vhen (be hushand leaves sgndn for mother peried of
work his wife agaiv sssumes the priraipal duties of rumning
the househwl!.

Jomen hive come to undertake consideradle responsibility
in the public, =3 well s in the domestic ephoven. “hie is
not go ovideal in the tradition:) inatitutlions, such as the
pitso or court hearing, but rether in the new assocolations
and organdsations whioh have emerged in vesponse to spooific
nevds. (See Shapter V) Women howe organised thelr ewn
club for seving wone; nd for provident purpouss; they are
very iaflucatisl in the Trrrers' Awsoclation; they hawe been
elocted by the communily %o sit on varlous 3d hog comnittees
such ag that respensidls for the Installation of the village
water sapplye. T hewe no record of a woman conducting her
own case in & court hosring, dut seversl where women have
beon represented by men, in the traditlenal memmer. It is
rave for women to offer opinlene or dafand points of view at
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Ritaps. abatho is an exegyiion to thls gesaralisetien, for
ghe somotimes argues percussively at pitees in favoer of e
course of aotion us aguinet smother. This howover Ll in

acoordance with tradition, for female endefs widl headagn are
fairly common aed in theory at least ought not %0 e at &

diszadvantage because of thedy sex. lov far thie iz true in
prastice in very difficult vo tell. A fenale hondean Is em=

pocted, ir semarsl, €5 comeult with hwr advirors, the village.

commedl, and with hew hughond's kin in sttustions vhere a
man misht toke Ris owa decision, n the othar hand & dot~
ermined famale hasdumy exn aot on ber oun initistive without
risk of formal ssnotioms, slthoush she miy bo sirongly axite
feised by these vhio thensit ehe oughit %o have sought the ad-
vien of wen.

he whiole question of She whatus of vomen is omo shich
coul! bear « detailed and lengthy anmelysis, and would yield
valuable insights inSe the ehuncin: socisl structure and ore
madsation of the ‘neotho peaple. [his cammot be done heve,
but comatant reference is made throushoul this study to the
lmplications of thewe fuctoras.

e nmousehold, conelsting basically of (e muslear fane

Aly, scaet nes wiih slngle aduls relutives or children of
rolativr s added, and sometises with the huchand sy at work
for sost of the tine, ls the woet inportent social ualt inm
tie dally lives of tho people of lokhokhong, Wider Tonds
ol kinehdp axe, howover, recognised and muy beconw Japortmnt
for cevtain pwpoves and at certaln tlves.
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The doscont group is coprised basically of the male
doscondants of male sncestors. Senlority is reckuned, in
the firet inetanos, bty mesbership of the senicr hoves of the
apiocal ancestor; that is, oll theo sons of the semior wife
take precedence over the sons of Junior wives. After thls,
birth oxdexr couate, the eldest son belig most senlor.

The existence of functionul desvent groupe wider than
the nuolear family depends wory laxyely on the length of tise
a group of kinswen and their smcostors havo heen living in
one place und on the degree to which they have been able to
retain their young men. iy a ‘functional descent group’ 1
woan one which provides a bosis for actusl co-operation
awong ite memwberc, such s assistence with ploughing, or with
kohgll cattla, loans ov gifts of food during haxd tines,
support in dieputes, eapeciclly over land, and 0 on.  There
is in Mokhoihor; enly ome exanple of such & descent group
% d that v the gronp comprising the deacendants of Letwnana
\oee Ceneelogy 1I). The constitusnt fasdlies (or minor
descent groups) of this descent group ave, in oxdex of sen~
lority, lankeo, with thirty two mecbers; JTocancootele, with
forty rive membors; and ojore, with twenty ono mesmbexa.
These familios ocowpy an alnest contimuous block in latumsnong.
Thay help cone another in their fislds and with house repaire,
they constantly luon one snother implenents and utensils,
food, money, cattle and horscs. The mombars of the group
were outraged when Jobsre, asws hls right as headman, »o=
meved one field feom yia widow of & decossed monber cn the
grounds that she no Jonger had need of 8o much aradle land
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an that this flold shewld be allocated to o family which
had mo land. They felt that this was & dimdmution of as-
sots of the deccent group as o whols, even though land is
held by the individual v hae sole rights over the disposal
of the produce.

About a year age one of the Tsownometeles held & feast
in commmoration of hiz father's death. To it he invited
all the members of the Matwanen; descent grouwp (btut no
others from Fokhokhon: and other descent group meubere from
bayond the valley. Some cswe fron the northern and the
southern extremities of lssotho, bringing their children with
then, for, as the host explained to me, it wae neoessury for
e childven of the group to meet and know thelr kinmsen 90
mmmmmmuwmmm
mmﬂnammvmmmmdnmu
the children.

ﬂumvdtbthmmtmu“.-
Muzuwumwum&n. shared by no
Mﬂmthﬂduﬁ. twen though the
Mmmmwmm0mu
m&ﬁw:uWMumm
nmwmmuu.—mmdsm
ate identity.

msmuampnmmmw.
Jobere and Vabathe heve both ackvovlodged that thelr work as
hesdnen boocones extrencly difficult in tho absence of &wp-
port from !atumenans, and virtually impossible in the fuce of



wnified rosiotance from that quarter. Dms, both headuen
have tried to drav the senior members of that growp intc
positions of wesponoibility. The last two patons, the wan
vespensille for the preservation of the reserved grazing,
the last two chalxmen of the Faxmers' Assoclation, and many
officers in the village council, U voluntary associations
and committoos, uww manbers of the 'atumaneng descent group.
e rewsons fox the politicel Luportunce of this group are
elear. Fiveily, non-co-opercclion s euoh o large segneant
of o oousmaity could wnke it virtwelly lsposcidle ¢ mount
any public projectis, W wrivw at sy concencus in the setilo-
aeut of dleputes, or to achieve any senblince of agmeeuent on
satters of pudlic policy, such as the wetilay aside of re-
served graning arces, land distribution, the use af fire-
wood and thatohing gxoas and the adoption of soll canser~
vaticn measures. Jecondly, the latusaneng descent Jroup
centains a relatively lssge proporticn of the avls and Sow-
Mmkﬁomﬁv.mmmmh
£311 the positimws of public mespensibility. Tlxdly, &
t&mnumﬁwmdmmyuum
mmwmammmam
of latote's support, wnd this would seriously affect a0
chanoes of reclaining the fields an FPhilipi’s side of the
boundiry sirecn {roa intete el hds cubjecta.

mu.mmummmmm
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iranod ocut Lefore they eppesy in public. s ageln gives



them o strengih nol posseesed by other groupes of kinsoen.

dne exuuple of descent growp aolldarily ocomrred vhen
Poter, a young member of the 'atumanens group, home on leave
fron the mines, wae stabbed by a man of another wory emall
dogoent group. Yor muny years there had boen friction and
oocasional violence between those two grewps. On bastex
Dunday aftexrncon & muuber of people waro drinking boor in
Totaneng. The wife of ome man got up and ennounced that
she wae Jodng to viait at ba lafefoone; as she left her has-
band came out and began to pull her back, su ing 1t wae too
late to go. Feter came out of the beer lmt and told the
man to stop malesting his wAfe. ‘n cegwsent developed up
to the point where the infuristed husbhund pulled & knife and
stabbed Peter twice. leaving o trail of blood Feter set
off for hs father's house in 'atumsneng. [is assailant
tmediately left lokbekhon: and wus followed hy his heother
who oluo feswed vengeence on scocunt of his twother's doed.
In spite of the faot thet the victin wav a meuber of the
B.0.0 (vereas 21l the soulor nembers of his descent growp
ve #..7.) and his eonduct towands his kinmen hed long
hoen wogerdsd ez seandslous, his senior kinsmen took the
nifing ao en attack on the desoemt group es @ wholo. Thay
Alocunsed the matter togethor and laid s charge wt tiw police
atation., Although thay did not contemplotc any direct
counter~violence othwers in the couwmmnity commented thet the
aggrosver snd his Lrother would do well to keop out of the

woy for wome tioe,

It is, however, possible to overeuphosise the degree of
co=oporation and mitucl unforstanding waong the peeple of
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vatumanong. Recently « cage wvas eought to o hoaduun's
court Wy & lankoe wgalnst 4 Mejoro, wiese gouts had entered
Menkoe's vheat fleld iu the night. Unable to agree on the
oxtent of the damuge, or of Hajore's respanaibility, or on
the voapunsation puyuble, «nd uueble to settle the matter
with the aid of othor desvent group meubers, they had to
bring the setter to pudlic view. The desceont zroup 1s alse
divided in rempeotl of Lexborship of the Fermers' Association,
2 point discususd in soome dotall in the final chapler.

Othor, amaller, descent groups mxe 80 toxn by internal
oonflict thut they provide scareely auy busis for co-oparation
asong the sesbers. Politios io especially divisive and two
of the smaller descont groupe are @ divided on political
lines that the kinship obligatione which cught to unite their
menbers seem, in fact, to exacerbate the cenflict. The rel-
stionship between rothers and pons has becowe very stowined.
The sons ought to mwapest their mothers and to help them in
their flelds and with the heavier jobs, but the nothere be-
long to the 5.0.7, while the some ave ardemt mppoctars of
the oppoeltian party which disapyeowves of ed-operation acsoss
party linoe.

shertage of land 1o & major threat to the solidarity end
pespotustion of the degosul group. Virtually every man
wante land, and ho expeots to mwoolwe it fion the ehief or
headman wider whon he wes born, that iz, in ‘Lo same place =e
kis father., If land is not avuilable howe he wy g0 elee-
where to look for it, and 1€ snotler chief grante him land
uuumutmm.mmwmw
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polidarity of nis descent group. it iu tharelavy o the
interest of every descent growp w ensure thet L 1wl held
by ite uonbere is wot depleted, o thas, with the pesulesion
of the chief, it nay be hunded on to thw next geuerntion in-
tact. Under preseat conditions of land sowroity, wnd even
loss of land Umough crosion and exhausticn, wnd of popudatiocn
expaanion, setisated for the nation ot J per amuss, it be-
coues loes and lese posaible W hold young uen ae residents
in the places of tholr fathews. Ihey wust go out o look
for jobs and othar opportunitics, wntil their mid thirties
vhen thoy may, if they ave luecky, receive wee land, In
nany cases 1% is only the lack of eppertunities for pormun~
ent pettlement in cther places, South Afvics inmcluded, which
brings mem buok to Makhckhong to settle. "Mis 4is & place
of ctarvation,” they say. Ihess circunatinces, whlch tend
hwumv.mmmmmm«
large snd poverful desoent gTOUPs. Iragmentation of theve
mMMumMﬁn&h“duum
when thelr home cannot provide one.

Jocial steatificatios
in traditionsl times sewversl factors operuted in loti.

society to produce well defined sociel stmata. lost ime
portaut of these vere wank, iineal and elan suniority, age,
sex, and wonlth. (heve were cthor eriteria which operated
lesu ger-pully, such as valuable technical skille, Wravery
in wer, sagleal skille, or the cuilliy to recite praive

pongs well.
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in Mokhokhong there are only two ranks of ay signife
feance - the hecdmanship and the coomonnrs. The hoadnane
hip used to csrry with 1% swy berefits. The headman
oovid ohioose Ma ou  <ble land, aw much a3 he nesded. e
roosdved Informedl tritate from hie subjects, espsclielly on
¥ 4 ocvasione vien they wnted to adk ¢ favour, Up ¥+~ a
hall of sy fivewwod @ toning gress collacted in hie
arsr by his om subjects or othery weu noysmully givem %0
nim. 0 secolved o Mgher boledd for ks &xghters - wp to
tvice the normel asount.

The headsan had considaradle political and logal anth-
ority. It wae his decislon whether or not to alleeate l.ud
to an spplicant, where and of t sive the land should be.
Sinos land was by far the most tmpertant requisite for making
uummmmm'mtmammu
mc—alv.mMnimummw
te remove lond from poople under certain rather broudly spec-
ifiod conditione, The headman's oourt, in which, after o
mxm.mmnrm.mamm
muum.um«‘mmnmﬁ
cise comsiderabls influenoe in the commnity. Untdl 1946
the becdman sould sxecute sentonses passed by his court) he
could fine his subjects, cxder sompensstion pald, and pre-
seribe serper -l punloment in certain ssess. The relutive
vealth of the headmen guve him pdditionel inflvence over his
subjeotn, sg pome of them woull be oblliged in tires of hune

mmmmmmxp.

leletiven of the hesduan did not »eally coustitute &
class mﬁmt!nmlhhtmumhdpﬂ.w
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