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CHAPTER FIVE : CONCLUSION

In  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  a n a l y s i s ,  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  tr a n s c e n d s  th e  

t e r r i t o r i a l i t y  Im posed by s t a t e  b o u n d a r ie s ,  c r e a t i n g  an in te rd e p e n d e n c e  

b e tw een  d o m e stic  and r e g i o n a l / i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n v iro n m e n ts .  T hus, 

w h erea s  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  o u tp u ts  a r e  d e s ig n e d  to  e f f e c t  p a t t e r n s  o f  

i n t e r s t a t e  a c t i o n ;  ^  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e s e  o u tp u ts  1s c o n d i t i o n e d ,  

i n t e r  a l i a ,  by th e  d o m e s tic  e n v iro n m e n t ,  ^  w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  

f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  a c t io n  i s  g e n e r a te d  and  c o n s t r a in e d ,  s im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  

by i n t e r n a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and e x te r n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

S h r in k in g  th e  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  a re n a  to  t h a t  o f  r e g io n a l  su b sy s tem s  

f a c i l i t a t e s  an e x a m in a tio n  b o th  o f  d o m e s tic  and  e x te r n a l  e n v iro n m e n ts ,  

s in c e  a p a ra m e te r  w ith  l im i t e d  b o u n d a r ie s  a l lo w s  f o r  more l im i t e d  

f o c u s  and more com p re h en s iv e  a n a ly s i s  o f  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s .

L ib y a , g e o g r a p h ic a l ly  on th e  f r i n g e s  o f  M aghrib  and M a sh riq , has  found  

i t s e l f  on th e  f r i n g e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t in  th e  su b sy s tem s  to o ,  

a  p o s i t i o n  d e te rm in e d  a s  much by h i s t o r i c  le g a c y  a s  by a (W e s te rn , 

c u l t u r a l )  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p o r t r a y  t h e  J a m a h i r iy a  a s  n o th in g  o t h e r  th a n  

th e  e x p e r im e n t o f  a " m an iac " . In  o r d e r  t o  p o se  a  more r a t i o n a l  m i l ie u  

and u n d e rs t a n d in g ,  i t  h as  been su g g e s te d  t h a t  L ibyan  a c t io n s  be v iew ed  

w i th in  c o n te x t  o f  a t h r e e - t i e r e d  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  Is la m  : Is la m  as

(1 ) P M sc h k e , lo c  c i t .

( 2 )  Shem besh, op c i t ,  p .  4 and  O 'L e a ry , lo c  c i t .
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d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  d o c t r i n e ,  and  th e  Im p le m en ta tio n  

o f  t h a t  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  ^

When com bined w ith  t h e  m u l t i p l e  h i s t o r i c  l e g a c i e s  -  r e l i g i o s i t y  

lOcklriQ to  le a d e r s h ip  in  c h a r i s m a t ic  i n c a r n a t i o n ;  p a ro c h ia l  1 s t  

p r o v in c i a l  n a t io n a l i s m  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d i r e c t e d  by and c e n te r e d  a round  

e i t h e r  a p a t r i a r c h a l  o r  c h a r i s m a t ic  l e a d e r ;  a s h a rp  d iv id e  betw een  

th e  " h av e s"  and  " h a v e -n o ts "  w hich  had c r y s t a l l i s e d  i n to  a c u te  

a n im o s ity  be tw een  th e  r u r a l  h i n t e r l a n d  (w hich  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

1n th e  new s o c i e t y  u n le s s  on i t s  own a r c h a i c  te rm s )  and  th e  u r b a n is e d  

moneyed c l a s s e s ;  and th e  d i s c e r n a b le  I n f lu e n c e  o f  N a s s e r lsm  -  L ibyan 

r e g io n a l  and  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  w i th in  t h i s  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  d o m e s tic  

e n v iro n m e n t,  p r e s e n t s  a com plex p r o to ty p e  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  r i c h  A rab s t a t e :  

" Of c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  even  to  d e s c r ib e  

a n y th in g  a s  com plex  a s  a n o th e r  n a t i o n 's  

f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  -  even  by p o r t r a i t u r e  -  

w ith o u t  fo rm in g  an  o v e r a l l  o p in io n  a b o u t 

i t  . . .  In  my v iew  Q a d d a f i 's  v i s i o n  

and  a c t i o n s  a r e  n e i t h e r  c ra z y  n o r  h a p h a z a rd .

I n d e e d , w hat g iv e s  h i s  g o a ls  a s  w ide  an 

im p a c t and a u d ie n c e  a s  th e y  have  had  i s  

p r e c i s e l y  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  n a tu r e .

They a r e  w id e ly  s h a re d  in  t h e  M id d le  E a s t  

and  T h ird  W orld , even  i f  some o f  th e  

gov e rn m e n ts  t h e r e  w ould s h r in k  from  th e  

e x tre m e  fo rm  o r  u n sc ru p u lo u s  im p le m e n ta tio n  

Q ad d a fi h a s  g iv e n  them . 11 ^

( 3 )  H a le y , op c i t ;  p .  13 .

( 4 )  I b i d ;  p .  10.



L ibyan  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  g iv e n  i t s  r e g io n a l  e m p h a s is ,  h a s  been 

I d e o lo g i c a l ly  d e f in e d  by s u b sy s te m ic  d e te r m in a n ts .  The R e v o lu t io n 's  

d u a l i s t  p o l i c y  o f  m i l i t a n t  A rab  n a t io n a l i s m  and com m itm ent to  Is la m ism  

was f o rg e d  l a r g e l y  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  two e n v iro n m e n ta l f a c t o r s  : th e  

c o u n t r y 's  h i s t o r i c  la c k  o f  a d i s t i n c t i v e  L ibyan  n a t io n a l i s m ,  and i t s  

p e r ip h e r a l  r o l e  in  A rab  a f f a i r s .

" L ib y a  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  be en  a  la n d  o f

d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s ,  o f  b a r r i e r s  t o  I n t e g r a t i o n ,  

o f  p a ra d o x e s , a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  p o w e r le s s n e s s .  

R e g io n a l ly ,  i t  i s  s i t u a t e d  b e tw een  th e  Ar‘fi,b 

E a s t  and  th e  M a g h rib , b u t  i t  h a s  r a r e l y  

s e rv e d  t o  c o n n e c t th e m , n o r  d id  i t  p r o p e r ly  

b e lo n g  t o  e i t h e r  p a r t  o f  th e  A rab w o rld .

L ibya  was r a t h e r  d w arfed  by t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l l y  

and c u l t u r a l l y  p o w erfu l b lo c s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

by i t s  n e ig h b o r s ,  E gypt and  T u n i s i a ,  w hich 

e x e r te d  t h e i r  I n f lu e n c e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  o v e r  

C y re n a ic a  a n d .T r ip o M t a n ia ,  and  b e fo r e  

O ttoman tim e s  T r ip o l i  som etim es came u n d e r  

th e  d i r e c t  c o n t ro l  o f  M aghrib l d y n a s t ie s  

. . .  In  summ ary, a  g la n c e  a t  L ibya  o v e r  

a  m ll le n iu m  shows a r e c u r r e n c e  o f  th r e e  

p a t t e r n s  : f o r e ig n  in c u r s io n s  on i t s  c o a s t ,  

an  i n a b i l i t y  t o  fo rm  a f ix e d  p o l i t i c a l  

sy s te m , and  c u l t u r a l  c o n t r a s t s  be tw een  a 

v i s i b l e  u rb a n  to. d r t t y  i n  T r ip o l i  f la n k e d  

by h in t e r l a n d  t r i b a l  and  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n s  

e s p o u s in g  d i f f e r e n t  v a lu e s .  11 ^



G e o p o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e  c o u n t r y 's  i s ' l a n d i s a t i o n  be tw een  M ig h r ib  and M ash rlq  

h a s  m ean t t h a t  th e  t h r e e  a r e a s  c o m p ris in g  m odern L ibya  -  T r i p o l l t a n i a ,  

C y re n a ic a  and F ezzan  -  d e v e lo p e d  e a c h  i t s  own d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .

The c r e a t i o n  by th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  f e d e r a l  s t a t e  and 

th e  im p o s i t io n  o f  a  t r i b a l  m onarchy  compounded n a t io n a l  d iv  j i o n s  arid 

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p o T in 's e d  s t a t e ,  doomed to  th e  " p e r ip h e ry  

o f  b o th  A rab r e g io n s .

The l a s t  in  t h e  N orth  A f r ic a n  r e g io n  t o  be  c o lo n i s e d ,  s u f f e r i n g  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s h o r t  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  h a rsh  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  L ib y a  was a l s o  

th e  f i r s t  t o  be d e c o lo n is e d .  A rab n a t io n a l i s m  a t  t h e  tim e  was s t r o n g e s t  

and  m o st p r e v a l e n t  i n  T r i p o l i t s n i a ,  th u s  g e n e r a t i n g  th e  c a l l  f o r  a 

u n i t a r y  s t a t e  from  an a r e a  c l o s e l y  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  E g y p t. The c r e a t i o n  

o f  a u n i t a r y  s y s te m , an u y v io n  su p p o r te d  by th e  A rab L ea g u e , w ould  have  

b ro u g h t  L ibya  in to  th e  A rab  f o l d  a s  a c o re  member o f  th e  M a sh riq . ^

As i t  w as , th e  n a t i o n a l i s t s '  com prom ise -  l a r g e l y  in d u c ed  by th e  f e a r  

o f  a n ta g o n is in g  I d r i s  and  h i*  B r i t i s h  b a c k e r s ,  who had th e  pow er to  

f o r c e  L ibya  back in to  I t a l i a n  hands -  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 

m o n a rc h ic a l f e d e r a t i o n  in  w hich  c o n s e r v a t iv e  p a t r i a r c h a l  l e a d e r s h ip  n o t 

o n ly  q u a sh e d  th e  n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e a l ,  b u t  e f f e c t i v e l y  a l i e n a t e d  th e  

c o u n try  from  th e  A rab L ea g u e , w hich r e f u s e d  to  r e c o g n is e  I d r i s ' s  re g im e .

I n d e p e n d e n t L ibya  th e n ,  was f o rc e d  o u t  o f  th e  M ash riq  b e c a u se  o f  th e  

m anner o f  i t s  a t ta in m e n t  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e , and b e c a u se  o f  i t s  m ethod o f



g o v e rn m e n t. I d r i s ,  h o w ev e r, g iv e n  h i s  C y re n a ic a n  r o o t s  -  w ith  th e  

nom inal in f lu e n c e  e x e r te d  by th e  M aghrib  i n  t h a t  a re a  -  was c o n te n t  to  

a f f i r m  h i s  s o l i d a r i t y  w ith  th e  M a g h rib , l e a d in g  th e  c o u n try  i n to  n e a r ly  

two d e c a d e s  o f  p a s s iv e  m em bersh ip  o f  the.; ^ G re a te r  M a g h rib " ; ^  

m aking no p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t io n  to  A rab  a f f a i r s ,  t h i s  d e s p i t e  L ib y a 's  

a p p a r e n t  c o n sa n g u in i ty ,  w ith  t h e  M ashric? ;--t-he e t h n i s i t y  w hich  m akes 

L ib y a  th e  se co n d  m o st "A rab" c o u n t r y ,  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c ,  c u l t u r a l  and 

h i s t o r i c  t i e s  w ith  th e  M idd le  E a s t ,  c o u p le d  w ith  t h e  p o p u la t i o n 's  

em pathy  w ith  th e  N a s s e r i s t  c re e d .

The 1969 R e v o lu tio n  h a s  a t te m p te d ,  th ro u g h  o f t e n  d r a s t i c  m e a s u re s ,  to  

r e d r e s s  t h i s  p e rc e iv e d  im b a la n c e . The f o c u s  on th e  e x te r n a l  e n v iro n m en t 

h as  be en  one o f  r a d i c a l i s m ,  an e x tre m e  N a s s e r i s t - I s la m is m  more s u i t e d  

t o  t h e  M a sh riq , b u t  I n a p p r o p r i a te  in  te rm s  o f  L ib y a 's  g e o g ra p h ic  

s e p a r a t i o n  from  t h a t  a r e a ;  in  th e  M a g h rib , c o n f l i c t - g e n e r a t i n g  in  te rm s 

o f  M aghrib i c o n s e r v a t iv is m  and l a r g e l y  r e s u l t i n g  in  a  pow er s t r u g g le  

w ith  su b sy s tem -d o m in a n t A lg e r i a ,  t h e  o n ly  o t h e r  r a d i c a l  s t a t e  in  th e  

r e g io n .  P a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  A l - Q a th a f i ’ s  i n a b i l i t y  to  f i n d  r e g io n a l  

a c c e p t a b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  i d e o lo g y ,  h a s  p ro v id e d  him  w ith  m o b i l i ty  in  b o th  

su b sy s te m s , th u s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  e n a b lin g  L ibya  -  a l b e i t  a s  a 

m a v er ic k  -  t o  b r id g e  M aghrib  and  M a sh riq .

The J a m a h i r iy a ,  t h e  d i r e c t  c o n seq u e n ce  o f  A l - Q a th a f i ‘s R e v o lu t io n , 

h a s  g a in e d  a c c e p ta n c e  and  a m easu re  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  a s  a n o th e r  p h a se  

in  a s e r i e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n s  a r i s i n g  from  L ibyan



c h a r i s m a t ic  m ovem ents. C h r o n o lo g ic a l ly ,  t h e s e  h av e  been th e  Q aram anli 

d y n a s ty ,  th e  S a n u s i c u l t ,  and  f i n a l l y ,  A l- Q a th a f i  and h i s  R e v o lu t io n .

In  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  L ibyan  q u e s t  f o r  n a t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  Roumani has  

f o u n d  t h a t  in d ig e n o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m u n itie s , s p e a rh e a d e d  by c h a r i s m a t ic  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  w ould d e v e lo p  in  L ib y a  to  m e e t  c r i s i s  dem ands, b u t  t h a t  

th e y  w ould  compound r a t h e r  th a n  h e a l  th e  n a t io n a l  d i v i s i o n s .  ^

The Q aram an li d y n a s ty ,  fo u n d e d  by Ahmed Q aram an li in  th e  e a r l y  e ig h te e n th  

c e n tu r y ,  d om ina ted  th e  T r i p o l i t a n i a n  re g io n  f o r  a c e n tu r y  and a h a l f  

and  tr a n s fo r m e d  i t  fro m  an  o u t ly i n g  O ttom an t a x p o s t ,  p o o r ly  a d m in is t e r e d ,  

i n t o  an autonom ous r e g e n c y , p o l i t i c a l l y  s t a b l e  a n d  e c o n o m ic a l ly  

p r o s p e r o u s  enough  t o  s u s t a i n  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  M e d ite rra n e a n  t r a d e  r , r , e % ,  

i t s  in f lu e n c e  p e n e t r a t i n g  a s  f a r  a f i e l d  a s  C y re n a ic a .

The S a n u s i c u l t ,  r i s i n g  to  a sc e n d a n c y  a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  

Q aram an li d y n a s ty  i n  t h e  m id -n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  was fo u n d ed  in  r e s p o n s e  

n o t t o  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  c r i s i s ,  b u t  r e l i g i o u s  r e l a p s e .  I t s  f o u n d e r ,  

Muhammad Ibn  A li a l - S a n u s i ,  w ish e d  t o  r e s c u e  Is la m  from  i t s  d e j e c t i o n  

in  o r d e r  t o  stem  th e  t i d e  o f  E u ropean  en c ro ac h m en t on M uslim  t e r r i t o r y .  

T hrough th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  zaw iya  lo d g e s ,  he  u n i t e d  C y re n a ic a  

i n to  a c l o s e l y  k n i t  e g a l i t a r i a n  com m unity in  w hich  t r i b a l  d iv i s io n s  

w ere e ro d e d  by th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  and  c o r p o r a t e  i d e n t i t y ,  fo u n d ed  on a 

s p i r i t u a l  r e v iv a l  w hich  rem oved th e  l e g a l i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  

r e l i g i o u s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t .
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The s i m i l a r i t i e s - b e t w e e n 't h e  Qaram anl i s  and  th e  S a n u s is  c o u ld  th u s  be 

d e f in e d  a s  com m unity b u i ld i n g  in  r e sp o n se  t o  c r i s e s  in  th e  p r o v in c e s ,  

t b e  new founded  c o rrm u n itie s  g e n e r a te d  and s u s t a in e d  by c h a r i s m a t ic  

l e a d e r s h ip .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  l i e  in  t h e i r  p e r p e tu a t io n  -  o r  f a i l u r e  

t h e r e o f  -  o f  t h e  new ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m m u n itie s . The Qaram anl 1 c h a r ism a  

r e s t e d  on m i l i t a r y  and  p o l i t i c a l  p o w er, w h ich  com bined  t o  c r e a t e  an 

a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y .  B r i t i s h  and  F re n ch  I n t e r f e r e n c e  in  T r i p o l i t a n i a  a t  

a  tim e  o f  in t e r n e c in e  s t r i f e  in  t h e  d y n a s ty  g u a ra n te e d  th e  e r o s io n  o f  

t h a t  c h a r is m a ,  w h ich  w aned a s  t h e  Q aram an li h o ld  on pow er d e c l in e d .

The S a n u s i s ,  h o w ev e r, e s t a b l i s h e d  and m a in ta in e d  t h e i r  c h a r i s m a t ic  

pow er th ro u g h  s k i l l f u l  c o m b in a t io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s p i r a t i o n  and 11 

e f f e c t i v e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  : c r e a t i n g  a s o c i e t y  r u n n in g  on a d a i ly  b a s i s  

in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  s a c r o s a n c t  p r e c e p t s .  W ith th e  S a n u s i h ie r a r c h y  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  i s o l a t i n g  C y re n a ic a  a n d  p r e v e n t in g  O tto m a n - in s p ir e d  

u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  t h i s  r u r a l ,  p a t r i a r c h a l  t r i b a l  com m unity e n d u re d  i n t a c t  

u n t i l  t h e  I t a l i a n  in v a s io n  o f  1911.

The I t a l i a n  o c c u p a tio n  o f  L ibya  m arked n o t  o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o g n i t i u i  

o f  a w ho le  s t a t a l  e n t i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  th r e e  d i s t i n c t  r e g io n s ,  b u t a l s o  

t h e  b i r t h i n g  o f  n a t io n a l i s m .  T r i p o l i t a n i a ,  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  c lo s e  l i n k s  

w ith  E g y p t, h a rb o u re d  a r e p u b l i c a n  n a t io n a l i s m ,  e v o lv in g ,  w ith  i t s  

a d h e r a n ts  In  e x i l e ,  i n to  an A rab n a t io n a l i s m .  I d r i s ,  w ith  h i s  p e rs o n a l  

a m b it io n  f o r  an A m lra te ,  p e rp e tu a t e d  th e  i n t r i n s i c  p r o v in c i a l  d iv id e .  

W ith t h e  is s u e  r e s o l v e d ,  upon in d e p e n d e n c e , i n to  a s t a l e m a t e ,  L ibya

(10) I b i d ;  p p . 155 -  156.

X
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e n te r e d  in to  a p h a se  in  w hich  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  n a s c e n t  

n a t i o n a l i s t  movement was s u p p r e s s e d  by th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, y e t  

f u e l l e d  by th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  E g y p tia n  n a t i o n a l i s t s .

" F o r  many L ib y a n s , t h e  r eg im e  o f  King I d r i s  

had  f a i l e d  t o  make s u f f i c i e n t  p r o g re s s  

to w a rd  t r u e  n a t io n a l  u n i ty  and  was u n a b le  

t o  m anage s o c i a l  c h an g e . By th e  tim e  o f  

t h e  S ep tem b er 1969 c o u p , L ibyan  s o c i e t y  was 

a d r i f t  . . . d is c o n n e c te d  fro m  i t s  p a s t  and 

p r e p a re d  f o r  no o th e r  f u t u r e  th a n  W este rn - 

s t y l e  consum erism . The p r o s p e c t  f o r  g e n u in e  

p o l i t i c a l  com m unity a p p e a re d  l e s s  p ro m is in g  

th a n  even  a t  t h e  tim e  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e , 

d e s p i t e  c a b in e t  r e s h u f f l e s  and a d m in i s t r a t i v e  

m e asu re s  d e s ig n e d  to  r e c o n c i l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

e l i t e s ,  th e  new o il-m a d e  m e rc h a n ts  and 

c o n t r a c t o r s ,  and th e  m asse*  who rem a in e d  

a t  th e  p e r ip h e r y  o f  i t  a l l .  "

G uided by A l - Q a th a f i 's  c h a r i s m a t ic  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  1969 R e v o lu tio n  a im ed 

n o t  o n ly  t o  im pose a c o r p o r a t e  u n i ty  on th e  s t a t e  -  th ro u g h  th e  

u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  m e asu re s  d e s ig n e d  t o  e l im in a t e  t r i b a l i s m  

and p r o v in c i a l i s m ,  and  w ith  th e  f o r m u la t io n  o f  an  o f f i c i a l  dogma w hich 

d e c r e e s  t h a t  a ’ l men a r e  e q u a l ,  w hich h a s  th e n  be en  im p lem en ted  to  

e n fo r c e  t h a t  e q u a l i t y ,  a t  th e  l e e s t  e c o n o m ic a l ly  -  b u t  s im u lta n e o u s ly  

to  le a d  L ibya  in to  th e  A rab f o l d .

(1 1 )  I b id ;  p .  164.



M - Q a t h a f i 's  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  co irm unity  b u i ld i n g  h a s  been 

d e l im i t e d  w i th in  th e  p a ra m e te r s  o f  h i s  n e a r - o b s e s s io n  w ith  th e  id e a l 

o f  a  u n i f i e d  G r e a t e r  A ra b ia .  On th e  one  h a n d , h i s  e f f o r t s  to  c r y s t a l i s e  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  in  t h e  G reen  Book, a r e  in d i c a t i v e  o f  th e  

e x t e n t  t o  w hich  n a t io n h o o d  c an  b e  s i m p l i f i e d  in  a  s t a t e  w hich p o s s e s s e s  

w e a lth  enough to  d w arf  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  a p o p u la t io n  c o n v e n ie n t ly  t h a t  

s m a l l .  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , t h e  s o p h i s t r y  o f  t h e  T h ir d  U n iv e rs a l T h e o r y 's  

s ta g e s  o f  develo p m e n t o f  th e  n a t i o n ,  e n a b le d  A 1 -Q a th a f i t o  " u n iv e r s a l i s e "  

th e  L ib y a n  com m unity by r e p l a c i n g  I t s  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  w ith  th e  

t r a n s n a t io n a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  A rab r a c e .

The r e s u r g e n c e  o f  a h in t e r l a n d  c u l t u r e  in  L ibyan  n a t io n a l  l i f e ,  

d raw in g  on th e  h i t h e r t o  u n ta p p e d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s t i l l  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  

c o m m u n itie s , e f f e c t e d  by means o f  p o p u la r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  

a d m in i s t r a t i c / i  o f  g overnm en t and th e  a n t i - V l e s t e r n t s a t i o n  p rogram m es, 

was a s  much p a r t  c f  a p u r p o s e ly  t r a n s i t i o n a l  n a t io n a l i s m  a s  th e  r e g im e 's  

m a n ip u la t io n  o f  Is la m ism . In a c o u n try  w ith  no s t r o n g e r  a l l e g i a n c e  

t o  t h a t  o f  th e  p red o m in an t r e l i g i o s i t y ,  c o u p le d  w ith  an a lm o s t 

x en o p h o b ic  m i s t r u s t  o f  n o n -A ra b s , A l - Q a th a f i 's  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  [s la m  

and A rab ism  a s  in te r d e p e n d e n t  means t o  a c h ie v e  th e  g o a l o f  com m unity 

(umraa), h a s  gone u n c h a l le n g e d .

A lth o u g h  "umrna" i s  a  p h r a s e  r e s e rv e d  f o r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

com m unity , A 1 -Q a th a f i , in  th e  u se  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  umrna 'a r a b i y a ,

(1 2 )  I b id .

(13 ) Ahmad, Muhammed A ziz  The N a tu re  o f  I s la m ic  P o l i t i c a l  T h e o ry , 
K a r a c h i , P a k i s t a n ,  M a 'a re f  L im i te d ,1 D 7 5 ;  p .  54 .
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has p o l i t i c a l l y  red u c ed  th e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s p i r i t u a l  to  th e  le v e l  o f  A rab 

n a t io n a l i s m .  H is  c o n v ic t i o n  i s  t h a t  o n ce  A rab n a t io n a l i s m  h a s  been  

a c h ie v e d ,  I s la m ic  u n i ty  w i l l  b e  a t t a i n e d  : t h u s ,  w i th o u t  A ra b s , Is la m  

has no m e an in g , a  v iew  h e ld  commonly enough in  th e  M aghrib  w ith

i t s  e th n o - r e l i g i o u s  h o m o g e n e ity , b u t  n o t  in  th e  M idd le  E a s t .  T h e r e fo r e ,  

f o r  A l- Q a th a f i ,

" . . .  I s la m  I s  n o t  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  

w hich b le n d s  n a tu r a l  s o c i e t i e s  to g e th e r .

The urrma i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  and p r im a r i l y  ' a r a b l y a 1. "

M o reover, th e  d e l i b e r a t e  e m p h asis  on th e  J a m a h i r iy a 's  A rab ism  -  L ib y a 's  

common g e o g ra p h ic ,  c u l t u r a l ,  l i n g u i s t i c  and r e l i g i o u s  h e r i t a g e  w ith  th e  

M iddle  E a s t  -  when com bined w ith  th e  R e v o lu t i o n 's  d e s i r e  f o r  m e rg e r 

w ith  o th e r  A rab s t a t e s ,  has r e s u l t e d  in  a n e g a t io n  o f  th e  n a s c e n t  

L ibyan  c h a r a c t e r  and  s t i m u la te d  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  a " t r a n s n a t io n a l  

n a t io n a l  th e  com m itm ent to  th e  i d e a l  o f  a G r e a t e r  A ra b ia  em an a tin g  

from  L ibya -  a  s t a t e  o f  m ind I n c u lc a t e d  in  t h e  p o p u la c e  fro m  s c h o o l-  

go in g  a g e .

" Is la m  and A rabism  h av e  become in s e p a r a b le  

in  L ibyan  id e o lo g y  and  have  su p e rc e d e d  th e  

develo p m e n t o f  a n a t io n a l  i d e n t i t y .  U nder 

th e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  L ib y a n  i d e n t i t y  h a s  become 

a  f u n c t i o n  o f  L ib y a ’s  r o l e  in  ex p an d in g

(14 ) B le u c h o t ,  H ervd "The G reen Book : I t s  C o n te x t and M ean ing" ,
In  : A l la n ,  J .  A. ( e d )  L ibya  S in c e  Ind ep e n d en c e  : Economic and 
P o l i t i c a l  D eve lopm en t,  London and  C a n b e r ra ,  Groom H elm, 1982; 
p .  142.

(1 5 )  I b id ;  p .  154.

(1 6 )  V ide p p . 131 - 1 3 3  a b o v e .
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b o th  th e  r e a lm  o f  Is la m  and th e  pow er o f  

A rab u n i t y .  T h is  e x p la in s  ( i )  Q a d h d h a f i 's  

v ig o ro u s  p u r s u i t  o f  I s la m ic  a l l i a n c e s  

th r o u g h o u t  M uslim  A fr ic a  and th e  T h ird  

W orld a s  f a r  a s  th e  P h i l l l p i n e s ;  and ( i i )  

h i s  o b s e s s iv e  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  s e e k in g  A rab 

u n i t y ,  f a r  beyond th e  e f f o r t s  e x e r te d  by 

N a s s e r ,  t h e  h e ro  o f  p a n -A rab ism , 11

In  t h e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  t h i s  new d o c t r i n a i r e  'n a t i o n a l i s m ' in  L ib y a ,

H a j j a r  d i s c e r n s  a  s e r i e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  A l - Q a th a f i 's  p h i lo s o p h y , 

t o  h i s  mind in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  c e r t a i n  p r e c e p ts  e sp o u sed  by J e a n  Ja c q u e s  

R o u ssea u . In  te rm s  o f  d i s t i n c t  p h a se s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t in  

L ib y a , H a j j a r  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  f i r s t  t r a c e s  o f  R o u ss e a u 's  in f lu e n c e  on 

A l- Q a th a f i ,  a s  t h e  program m es o f  " L ib y a n is a t i o n "  in  t h e  e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  

th e  RCC, w ith  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  ASU t o  be  s e e n  a s  t h e  r e a l  s t a r t  

o f  a  t r e n d  to w a rd s t r a n s f e r  o f  pow er t o  t h e  p e o p le ;  t h e  se co n d  p h a s e ,  

o f  " re a d y in g "  them  f o r  t h i s  t r u s t ,  i s  r e c o g n is a b le  a s  t h e  y e a r s  

f o l lo w in g  th e  Z ouara  D e c la ra t io n  and th e  em ergence  o f  p e o p le 's  

c o m m itte e s . F i n a l l y ,  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  J a m a h i r iy a  was p r o c la im e d , 

f o r  A l- Q a th a f i  had "w ithd raw n"  from  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c s  and w r i t t e n  h is  

G reen Book, s in c e

" A fo rm  o f  d i r e c t  dem ocracy  had e m erg ed , and 

th e  n e x t  l o g i c a l  s te p  was f o r  t h e  l e a d e r  to  

p ro v id e  h i s  p e o p le  w ith  a s u c c in c t  t h e o r e t i c a l  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  e x p e r im e n t .  "

(17 ) R oum ani, op c i t ;  p .  167 .

(18 ) H a j ja r  (Q a d h afi and R o u ssea u , in  JMAS, Ju n e  1 9 8 0 ) , op c i t ;  p .  185.
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H a j j a r  j u s t i f i e s  h i s  f a v o u r a b le  c o m parison  o f  A l- Q a th a f i  w ith  R ousseau 

w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  f i n d s  c o n s id e r a b le  c o n v e rg e n c e  be tw een  th e  b a s ic  

p re m ise s  o f  th e  G reen Book and  th e  S o c ia l  C o n t r a c t ;  such  a s  in  th e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  th e  s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  

t h e  p ro b le m , and th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a s o l u t i o n .

The c o n d i t io n  o f  m an, a c c o rd in g  t o  b o th  R ousseau  and A l - Q a th a f i ,  i s  

d e te rm in e d  by p o l i t i c a l  e n v iro n m e n t.  R o u ssea u , on th e  one  h a n d , in  

a v e r r i n g  th e  in n a te  f re ed o m  o f  m an, b e l i e v e s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  (g o v ern m e n t) r e s t r i c t s  and d e n ie s  man h i s  f re e d o m . On th e  

o th e r  h a n d , A l- Q a th a f i  d e c la r e s  th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  m an, w hich  empowers him 

to  g o v e rn  h im s e l f  -  a  r i g h t  and  freed o m  t h a t  h as been  d e n ie d  man by th e  

" in s tr u m e n ts  o f  g o v e rn in g " .

R ousseau  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  man o n ce  e x i s t e d  in  a  s t a t e  o f  n a tu r e  : a 

c o n d i t io n  o f  t o t a l  freed o m  and In d e p e n d e n c e . H is  e x i s t e n c e  t h r e a t e n e d ,  

h c w e v er , man fo u n d ed  an a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  o th e r s  th ro u g h  w hich  to  

p r o t e c t  and  d e fe n d  h im s e l f ;  th u s  p ro d u c in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y ,  and 

d e p r iv in g  h im s e lf  o f  b o th  freed o m  and in d e p e n d e n c e . The s t a t e  o f  

n a tu r e  c o u ld  be  r e s t o r e d  o n ly  w ith  men e n t e r in g  i n to  a  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  

w hich w ould p e r p e tu a t e  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  and d e f e n s iv e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  

b u t w hich  w ould be g e n e r a te d  and s u s t a in e d  by m ass s o v e r e ig n ty  a s  

e x p re s s e d  in  th e  g e n e r a l  w i l l .

(19 ) I b i d ;  p p . 198 -  190.



A l- Q a th a f i  a r r i v e s  a t  much th e  same c o n c lu s i o n ,  i . e .  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  

o f  m ass ( p o p u la r )  s o v e r e ig n ty ,  b u t  by d i f f e r e n t  m eans. He d o e s n o t 

exam ine  th e  h i s t o r i c  e v o lu t io n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y ,  m e re ly  p r e s e n ts  

i t s  f a i l u r e  -  th e  " t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m "  o f  c o n tem p o ra ry  in s t ru m e n ts  o f  

g o v e rn in g  -  w hich  c o u ld  be overcom e by p o p u la r  r e v o lu t io n  from  w hich 

w i l l  e n su e  "g en u in e "  de m o crac y . T hus,

" . . .  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tw een  them a r e  more 

s u b t l e  th a n  a p p a r e n t .  F o r  b o th  w r i t e r s ,  th e r e  

i f  an u r g e n t  n e c e s s i t y  t o  r e s t o r e  ( f o r  R ousseau ) 

and to  c o r r e c t  ( f o r  Muammar K ad h a fi)  th e  human 

c o n d i t i o n .  Men m ust th e n  a c t ,  e i t h e r  t o  fo rm  a 

s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  o r  t o  wage a p o p u la r  r e v o lu t io n  

in  o r d e r  t o  a v e r t  th e  t h r e a t  t o  th e m s e lv e s . In  

o th e r  w o rd s , h i s t o r y  m u st b e  c o n t r o l l e d  by th e  

a c t i o n  o f  men . . .  I t  can  th e n  be s t a t e d  t h a t  

w h ile  R ousseau  and Muammar K adhafi d i f f e r  on 

th e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  th e  t h r u s t  o f  t h e i r  a rg u m e n ts  

a s  t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p ro b le m , how, and  why 

i t  s h o u ld  be s o lv e d ,  a r e  fu n d a m e n ta lly  i d e n t i c a l .  "

The p ro b lem  i s  i d e n t i f i e d ,  by b o th  w r i t e r s ,  a s  th e  i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  

a  sy s te m  o f  governm en t in  w hich e ac h  c i t i z e n  i s ,  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  a  r u l e r .  

R o u ss e a u 's  s o lu t io n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  be e n te r e d  in to  o n ly  

in  a sm a ll s t a t e  w ith  a c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  sm a ll -  and hom ogeneous -  

c i t i z e n r y ;  th e  g e n e r a l  w i l l  i s  t o  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  o n ly  by a  " l e g i s l a t o r " ;  

and a c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  s h o u ld  b e  c r e a t e d  t o  d i s t r a c t  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  from

(20 ) N a j j a r ,  Sami G " R o u s s e a u 's  S o c ia l  C o n t ra c t  and Q a d h a f i 's  G reen 
Book : A C o m p arativ e  E s s a y " , In  : I n t e r n a t io n a l  C o lloqu ium  in  
B enghazi : The G reen Book ( 1 - 3  OcEoSer 19791 , Volume I I , 
T r i p o l i ,  L ibyan  A rab S o c i a l i s t  J a m a h i r iy a ,  F o re ig n  L ia i s o n  O f f ic e ,  
G en e ra l S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  th e  G en e ra l P e o p le 's  C o n g re s s ,  (U n d a te d ) ,  
p .  221.



t h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  g ove rnm en t and  p o l i c y .

A T -Q a th a f i, d raw in g  n o t  e x c lu s i v e ly  on R o u l e a u ,  b u t  a l s o  on th e  

I s la m ic  d e b a te  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  a r r a n g e s  h i s  s t a t e  

d i f f e r e n t l y .  P r im a r i l y ,  h e  i n t r o d u c e s  th e  t h e o ry  o f  m ass p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  

im p lem en ts  an o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  d e s ig n e d  t o  in c o r p o r a te  

p l u r a l i s t i c  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  (so m e th in g  Roussec.u i s  s u s p i c io u s  o f ) ,  and 

u t i l i s e s  th e  s o c i e t a l  m oral coda  o f  cu stom  and  r e l i g i o n  to  a v o id  th e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a " c i v i l  r e l i g i o n " .

H a j j a r ,  h i s  a n a ly s i s  b a sed  m a in ly  on t h e o r y ,  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  A l- Q a th a f i  

h as managed n o t  o n ly  t o  a v o id  R o u s s e a u 's  " p a r a d o x e s " ,  b u t  t h a t  th e  

L ibyan  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l ly  a b so rb e d  R o u ss e a u 's  t h e o r y  i n to  h i s  own -  

c r e a t i n g  an e c l e c t i c  dogma w hich  h as e f f e c t i v e l y  overcom e th e  p ro c e d u ra l 

p rob lem s p r e s e n te d  by R o u ss e a u 's  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t .  I t  

a p p e a rs  t h a t  H a j j a r  c o n ce d es  t h i s  " e c l e c t i c i s m "  p u r e ly  b e c a u se  A l-Q a th a f i 

h a s ,  a s  th e  " th in k e r "  a l s o  u su rp e d  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  " l e g i s l a t o r " ;  w hich 

R ousseau  in t r o d u c e s ,  b u t  w hich  A l-Q a th a f i 'S i  e n t i r e  d o c t r i n e  n e g a te s ;  

when in  f a c t ,  th e  s u b t l e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tw een  th e  two w r i t e r s  a r e  

ou tw e ig h ed  by fu ndam en ta l d i f f e r e n c e s .

P r im a r i l y ,  A l-Q a th a f i  n a s  c r e a t e d  a s o c i e t y  r e p l e t e  w ith  c o n t r a d i c t io n s .  

T h e re  i s  n o t  a  h i n t  o f  v o lu n ta r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  -  p o p u la r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i s  c o m p u lso ry ; th e  g e n e ra l  w i l l  i s  e x p re s s e d  by th e  "»w e l i t e  in  th e  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  c o m m itte e s ; th e  m oral co d e  i s  an a d a p ta t i o n  o f  I s la m , th e

(2 1 )  H a j j a r  (R ousseau  and  Q a d h a f i , in  JMAS, Ju n e  1 9 8 0 ) , op c i t ;  
p p . 196 -  198.
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r e l i g i o n  I n t e r p r e t e d  s o l e l y  by A l- Q a th a f i  -  who may h av e  a d v o c a te d  >•'» 

t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  m ass s o v e r e ig n ty ,  b u t  who h a s  a l s o  e n su re d  t h a t  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  a s  " th in k e r - 1 e a d e r "  o f  t h e  R e v o lu tio n  w ould n o t  a b ro g a te  h is  

pow er t o  l e g i s l a t e .  T h u s , h e  m ig h t h av e  t h e o r i s e d  a b o u t  a g e n u in e  

d em ocracy , b u t  he had  a l s o  w arned  t h a t  s o c i e t y  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  be  r u le d  

by th e  s t m  -• • s t  -  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  h im s e l f .

The c o n c e p t o f  a p o p u la t io n  g o v e rn in g  i t s e l f ,  w i th in  tr ie  p a ra m e te r s

l a i d  down by a . .erne l e g i s l a t o r ,  i s  n o t  f o r e ig n  to  I s la m ic  p o l i t i c a l

th e o r y .  The d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  I s la m ic  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  w nich  i s  n o t  

bound by t e r r i t o r i a l i t y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  by th e  a c q u ie s c e n c e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  

t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  m ig h t v e ry  w e ll have  been  t i n  s o u rc e  o f

A l - Q a th a f i 's  d o c t r i n a i r e  n a t io n a l i s m  w hich  r e c o g n is e s  o n ly  th e  A rab 

n a t io n  in  t o to  and n o t  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  n a t io n a l i s m  o f  A rabs id e n t i f y in g  

f o re m o s t w ith  t h e i r  p a ro c h ia l  c h a r a c t e r .

F u r th e rm o re , he h a s  a l ig n e d  h im s e lf  w ith  r e v i v a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .  

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  I s la m ic  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o ry  has r e s t e d  on th e  c o n c e p t o f  

th e  d iv in e  nom ocracy  : th e  la w s d e c re e d  by G od, im p lem en ted  by a 

com m unity o f  b e l i e v e r s  u n d e te r r e d  by t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  and 

o v e rse e n  by an e l e c t e d  l e a d e r .  A t no p o in t  i s  s o v e re ig n ty  e v e r

s u g g e s te d  t o  be e i t h e r  m a n 's  r i g h t  o r  fre ed o m .

R e v iv a l i s t s  p r e s e n t  a  n o ta b le  d e p a r tu r e  from  I s la m ic  th e o r y .  I s la m is t s

(2 2 )  K hadduri (War and  P eace  in  th e  Law o f  I s l a m ) ,  op c i t ;  p p . 45 -  46 .

(2 3 )  Ahmad, M.A. op c i t ;  p .  7 8 ; and G ab e r, op c i t ;  p .  52 .



220

r e t a i n  th e  n o t io n  o f  a g o d -g iv e n  la w , b u t  imbue th e  P ro p h e t  Muhammad 

and by e x te n s i o n ,  I s l a m i s t  l e a d e r s ,  w ith  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  " i n s p i r a t i o n " .  

T h u s , R o u ss e a u 's  l e g i s l a t o r  i s  tr a n s fo rm e d  i n to  a c h a r i s m a t ic  l e a d e r ,  

above and o u t s i d e  th e  la w , who p ro m u lg a te s  and e n a c ts  t h e  law s w hich 

th e  m a sse s , l e f t  to  t h e i r  own d e v ic e s ,  w ould n o t  have  been  a b le  to  

f o rm u la te .  U l t im a te ly ,  t h i s  c o m b in a t io n  o f  I s la m ic  fu n d a m e n ta ls

and R o u ss e a u 's  d o c t r i n e ,  i f  t r a n s l a t e d  i n to  p r a c t i c e ,  w ould a p p ro x im ate  

t h e  p u r p o r t e d ly  I s la m ic  sy s te m  w hich h as been  c r e a t e d  in  L ib y a , w here 

" . . .  [ th e  p o p u la t io n )  w ould be  u s u a l ly  g u id e d  

by th e  'L aw ' o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r ,  b u t  i f  th e y  

had to  f i l l  in  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  p u b l ic  

l i f e ,  th e  ‘ Ijm a o f  t h e  ummat' w ould c o u n t ,

.. t h a t  i s ,  t h e  c o n s e n t  t h e  community 

w ould d e c id e . (2 5 )

-Thy

s l a t e d  if ro iV -d o c tr in e  i n to  p o l i c y ,  Al - Q s t h a f i ' s  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l

- i^ y  |ia s noli, o n ly  r e s u l t e d  i n . t n e  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  d o m e s tic  

% e n v iro n m e n t,  b u t  ha^  h3‘'j a  f a r - r e a c h in g  im p a c t on r e g io n a l  and 

'f i t e r n a t i o n a l .  i n t e r a c t i o n .  Fron: o e in g  a v i r t u a l  v a s s a l  t o  th e  W est, 

id sp a n d en t or, M merfcan <md B r i t i s h  a id  to  th e  a x t e n t  t h a t  th e  L ibyan  

- Kingdom had n^ v u !£v <?f V s  own, r e g io n a l ly  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ;  th e  

J a m a h i r iy a  iWs g a in e d ,  wit;-- in d e p en d e n ce  from, f o r e ig n  pow ers and 

i t s  " fe c is tn a t io n "  o f  n a tion //'!  vr’a l i h ,  d s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  in  e x t e r n )  

a f f a i r s  w hich h a s  m a n ife s te i?  i t s e l f  in  u n d is g u is e d  a g g re s s io n  : f o r e ig n  

a f f a i r s  becom ing a f  e x t e r n a l i s e d  e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  c o n tem p o ra ry

(24 ) Ahmad, I l y a s  The S o c ia l C on tr a c t  and t h e  I s la m ic  S t a t e , L a h o re , fv 
Shahzad  P u b l i s h e r s ,  ! 9 7 9 f  i p .  146 -  165.

(25 ) I b id ;  p .  166.
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h i s t o r i c  p h a se  ( a s  d e f in e d  by R e u m a n l). W ith in  t h i s  c o n te x t ,

A l- Q a th a f i  v i s u a l i s e s  h im s e l f ,  and L ib y a , a s  e n t r u s t e d  w i t ' a  p r o p h e t i c  

and r e v o lu t io n a r y  r o l e  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  To t h i s  e f f e c t ,  he 

u se s  t h e  J a m a h i r iy a 's  c o n s id e r a b le  o i l  w e a l th  t o  p r o s e l y t i z e  on b e h a l f  

o f  I s la m ,  w h ile  s u p p o r t in g  s e v e r a l  r e v o lu t io n a r y  movements ( Is la m ism  

n o t b e in g  a re q u ire m e n t  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  L ibyan  a id )  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  

h i t t i n g  back  a t  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  " im p e r i a l i s t "  sy s te m .

A l- Q a th a f i  d e r iv e s  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  m e ss ia n ism  from  h i s  d e e p - ro o te d  

com m itm ent t o  N asse r ism  : th e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  A rab h i s t o r y  and c u l tu r e  

and t h e  a n a c h r o n i s t i c  b e l i e f  in  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an  A rab n a t io n ,  

te m p o r a r i ly  d iv id e d  by c o lo n ia l  b o r d e r s .  L ibya  b e in g  th e  c o u n try  m ost 

a b so rb e d  w ith  th e  goa l o f  A rab r e u n i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  J a m a h i r iy a  i s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  p o r t r a y e d  a s  th e  va n g u ard  o f  th e  A rab n a t io n  and  th e  

c u s to d ia n  o f  A rab n a t io n a l i s m .  H ence th e  d e s i r e  t o  be t r u l y  th e  b r id g e  

be tw een  M aghrib and M a sh riq , an id e a l  w hich  e x p re s s e d  i t s e l f

a f t e r  t h e  1969 R e v o lu tio n  in  th e  p u r s u i t  f o r  m e rg e r .

W ith th e  J a m a h i riy u  p r e s e n t in g  1969 , in  th e  c h ro n o lo g y  o f  L ibyan  

h i s t o r y ,  a s  t h e  t r u e  d a te  o f  a t ta in m e n t  o f  n a t io n a l  in d e p e n d e n c e , 

th e  q u e i t  f o r  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  a s  th e  m a in s ta y  o f  L ib y a n  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  

p r e s e n t s  a  c o n t r a d i c to r y  d e v ia t i o n  from  th e  norm , f o r  g ove rnm en ts  o f  

new ly in d e p e n d e n t s t a t e s  te n d  t o  s e e k ,  a s  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y ,  t o  r e i n f o r c e

(26 ) H a ley , lo c  c i t .

(2 7 )  S t .  J o h n , R onald B ruce  " T e r ro r is m  and L ibyan  F o re ig n  P o l ic y ,
1981 - i 9 8 6 " , In  : The W orld Toda y ,  L ondon , Royal I n s t i t u t e
o f  I r t v - '-n a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  .""Volume 4 2 , Number 7 , J u ly  *386; p .  111 .



h i s t o r i c  p h a se  ( a s  d e f i n e d  by R oum ani). W ith in  t h i s  c o n te x t ,

A l- Q a th a f i  v i s u a l i s e s  h im s e l f ,  and L ib y a , a s  e n t r u s t e d  w ith  a  p r o p h e ti c  

and r e v o lu t io n a r y  r o l e . i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  To t h i s  e f f e c t ,  he 

u s e s  t h e  J a m a h i r iy a U  C o n s id e r a b le  o i l  w e a lth  t o  p r o s e l y t i z e  on b e h a l f  

o f  I s la m , w h ile  s u p p o r t in g  s e v e r a l  r e v o lu t io n a r y  movements ( Is la m ism  

n o t  b e in g  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  L ib y a n  a id )  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  

h i t t i n g  back  "a t t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  " i m p e r i a l i s t "  sy s te m .

A l- Q a th a f i  d e r iv e s  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  m e ss ia n ism  from  h i s  d e e p - ro o te d  

com m itm ent t o  N asse r ism  : t h e  g l o r i f i e s  io n  o f  A rab h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e  

and th e  a n a c h r o n i s t i c  b e l i e f  in  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an A rab  n a t io n ,  

te m p o r a r i ly  d iv id e d  by c o lo n ia l  b o r d e r s .  L ibya  b e in g  th e  c o u n try  m ost 

a b so rb e d  w ith  t h e  g o a l o f  A rab r e u n i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  J a m a h i r iy a  i s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  p o r t r a y e d  a s  t h e  vanguard  o f  t h e  A rab  n a t io n  and  th e  

c u s to d ia n  o f  A rab n a t io n a l i s m .  Hence th e  d e s i r e  t o  be t r u l y  th e  b r id g e  

be tw een  M aghrib and M a sh riq , an id e a l  w hich  e x p re s s e d  i t s e l f

a f t e r  t h e  1969 R e v o lu tio n  in  th e  p u r s u i t  f o r  m e rg e r .

W ith t h e  J a m a h i r iy a  p r e s e n t in g  19C9, in  th e  c h ro n o lo g y  o f  L ibyan  

h i s t o r y ,  a s  th e  t r u e  d a te  o f  a t ta in m e n t  o f  n a t io n a l  in d e p e n d e n c e , 

t h e  q u e s t  f o r  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  a s  t h e  m a in s ta y  o f  L ibyan  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  

p r e s e n ts  a c o n t r a d i c to r y  d e v ia t i o n  from  th e  norm , f o r  gove rnm en ts  o f  

new ly  in d e p e n d e n t s t a t e s  te n d  to  s e e k ,  a s  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y ,  t o  r e in f o r c e

(2 6 )  H a ley , lo c  c i t .

(2 7 )  S t .  Jo h n , R onald  B ruce  " T e r ro r is m  and L ibyan  F o re ig n  P o l i c y ,
1981 -  198 6 " , In  : The W orld T o d ay , L ondon, Royal I n s t i t u t e
o f  I n t e r n a t io n a l  A f f a i r s ,  volum e 4 2 , Number 7 ,  J u ly  1986; p .  111.
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t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  -  n o t  t o  n e g a te  t h e i r  b o r d e r s  and t h e i r  

n a t i o n s t a t e  i d e n t i t y .

H ow ever, y iv e n  A 1 -Q a th a f i 's  N a s s e r i s t  p a n -A rab ism , h i s  anathem a f o r  

th e  n a t i o n s t a t e  i s  e x p l i c a b l e  when ta k e n  i n to  c o n s id e r a t io n  t h a t  he 

f i r m ly  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  A rab d e f e a t s  in  th e  w ars a g a in s t  I s r a e l ,  in  

p a r t i c u l a r  in  1967 , w ere  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  A rab d i s c o r d ,  c aused  

by p a r o c h ia l i s m .  Thus i s  f o l lo w s  t h a t  when d o m e s tic  a f f a i r s  a r e  g iv e n  

any  p r i o r i t y ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  A rab u n io n  i s  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  r e t a r d e d .  In 

fo rm u la t in g  a f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  r e s p o n s iv e  to  th e s e  p e rc e iv e d  id e o lo g ic a l  

l a p s e s  in  th e  A rab w o rld , A l- Q a th a f i  c h o se  to  a d o p t  an a g g re s s iv e  

s ta n c e  w hich w ould  n o t  a l lo w  f o r  a m id d le  g ro u n d  : a n y th in g  c o n t r i b u t in g  

to  th e  c a u se  o f  A rab u n i ty  -  and by e x te n s io n  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  

I s r a e l  -  w ould b e  j u s t  and r i g h t .  C o n v e rs e ly , a n y th in g  o b s t r u c t in g  o r  

d e la y in g  u n i f i c a t i o n  w ould h av e  t o  be c irc u m v e n te d  and e l im in a te d .

S t im u la te d ,  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  r e g im e , by s u b sy s te m ic  

d i s r u p t i o n ,  A l- Q a th a f i  d e l in e a te d  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  s p h e re s  o f  i n t e r e s t  

f o r  L ibyan  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y .  The c lo s e  se q u en c e  o f  p r o g r e s s iv e  coups 

in  b o th  M aghrib  and M ash riq  ( L ib y a , S u d a n . S y r i a ) ,  s e rv e d  as 

c o n f ir m a tio n  t h a t  h i s  p r im a ry  goa l s h o u ld  rem a in  u n i f i c a t i o n  f i r s t  o f  

t h e  M a sh riq , th e n  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  N a s s e r ,  and  th e n  o f  th e  

M ag h rib . S e c o n d ly , p e r c e iv in g  th e  M aghrib  a s  a s p r in g b o a rd  I n to  S a h e l ia n  

A f r i c a ,  w here t h e  lo w e s t  common d e n o m in a to r  w ith  L ibya  w ould be  I s la m ,

(2 8 )  K napp, op c i t ;  p .  223.

(2 9 )  Van R e n sb u rg , op c i t ;  p p . 196 -  157.



n o t  A ra b ism , A l- Q a th a f i  w ished  n o t  o n ly  t o  I n c o r p o r a te  t h e  r e g io n  as 

an a d ju n c t  t o  a G re a t e r  A ra b ia ,  b u t  to  i s o l a t e  I s r a e l ,  w hich  a t  th e  

tim e  had  e x te n s iv e  i n t e r e s t s  in  t h a t  a r e a .  T h i r d ly ,  L ibya  w ould be 

a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  in  t h e  g r e a t e r  I s la m ic  com m unity , i . e .  th e  non-A rab  

M uslim  c o u n t r i e s .

D uring  th e  p e r io d  l e a d in g  up t o  th e  d e a th  o f  N a s s e r ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  

d e g re e  u n t i l  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  t h e  1973 M idd le  E a s t  w a r ,  sp e a rh e a d e d  by 

S a d a t ,  A l - Q a th a f i 's  p r e o c c u p a tio n  was w ith  a m e rg e r  w ith  E g y p t. H is 

i n i t i a l  o f f e r  o f  1 969 , t h a t  N a s s e r  in c o r p o r a te  L ibya  i n to  E g y p t, 

r e j e c t e d ,  he p u rsu e d  t r i p a r t i t e  f e d e r a t i o n s  in v o lv in g  p r e r e q u i s i t e l y  

L ib y a  and E g y p t, and v a r io u s ly  t h e  Sudan and  S y r ia .

T hese  e a r l y  f e d e r a t i o n s  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  beyond  th e  paperw ork  s t a g e s ,  n o t 

o n ly  b e c a u se  N a s s e r 's  d e a th  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a p o l ic y  r e d i r e c t i o n  in  E g y p t, 

b u t  b e c a u se  t h e  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  eac h  p a r ty  w ere  so c o m p le te ly  

d e v o id  o f  c o n v e rg e n c e . N a s s e r ,  and  su b s e q u e n t ly  S a d a t ,  v iew ed any  

m e rg e r  p u r e ly  a s  an e x p e d ie n t  : a d e m o n s tra t io n  t h a t  E g y p t, d e s p i t e  

th e  l o s s ' o f  f a c e  o f  1 967 , was s t i l l  th e  va n g u ard  o f  “p r o g r e s s iv e "  A rab 

f o r c e s ;  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  y e t  a t t r a c t ,  u n so u g h t,  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and 

econom ic  s u p p o r t ,  th u s  p r e s e r v in g  i t s  c la im  to  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  

A rab w o rld . The Sudan and S y r i a ,  u n q u e s t io n a b ly ,  w ere  a t t r a c t e d  more 

t o  th e  p r e s t i g e  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  such  c lo s e  in tim a c y  w ith  r e s p e c t iv e ly  

N a ss e r  and S a d a t ( w i th  a view  to  c o n s o l id a t e  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h ip  le g i t im a c y  

a t  hom e), th a n  to  th e  id e a  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  Arab

(30 ) B e c h to ld , op c i t ;  p . 153.
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A l- Q a th a f i ,  u n d e n ia b ly ,  was th e  o n ly  p a r tn e r  t o  oe m o tiv a te d  p u r e ly  by 

id e o lo g ic a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s .  Any m e rg e r ,  b u t  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a  m e rg e r 

in v o lv in g  E g y p t, w ould s ig n a l  a p o s i t i v e  f i r s t  s t e p  In th e  

r e e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  G re a t e r  A ra b ia , w hich w ould le a d ,  in  h i s  view  

in e v i t a b l y ,  t o  th e  u l t i m a t e  d e f e a t  o f  I s r a e l  a n d  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  

A rab s u b l i m i ty  a s  th e  c h o sen  M uslim  com m unity.

I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  A l - Q a th a f i ,  a t  th e  in c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

m e rg e r , was unaw are  o f  o f  th e  d i s p a r i t i e s  on w hich  i t  was fo u n d e d ; o r  

i f  h e  knew, t h a t  he had hoped t h a t  by c o n tin u e d  a s s o c i a t i o n  he  w ould 

be a b l e  to  r e a l i g n  th e  o th e r  f e d e r a t i o n  p a r t n e r s '  m o tiv a t io n s  more to  

h i s  own.

I t  i s  c l e a r ,  ho w ev e r, fro m  su b se q u e n t a c t i o n s ,  t h a t  h e  r e c o g n is e d  th e  

need  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  b r o a d e r  s p e c tru m  o f  d o m e s tic  c o m p le m e n ta r ity  in  

o r d e r  f o r  u n i f i c a t i o n  to  s u c c e e d . S in c e  he  w as , in  a l l  i n s t a n c e s ,  

th e  i n i t i a t o r ,  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e f f e c t i n g  su c h  c o n g ru e n ce  w ould 

be h i s .  H ence, th e  c r e a t i o n  Of t h e  ASU : m o d e lle d  d i r e c t l y  on th e  

E g y p tia n  ASU, i t s  p u r p o s e , d o m e s t i c a l l y ,  m ig h t have  been t o  draw  th e  

p o p u la t io n  in to  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  g o v e rn m e n t; b u t  in  r e a l i t y  i t s  

r a i s o n  d 'e t r e  was to  f a c i l i t a t e  a  m e rg e r  w ith  E gypt by d u p l i c a t i n g  i t s  

sy s te m  o f  governm en t and  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,

A f t e r  t h e  d e a th  o f  N a s s e r ,  ho w ev e r, th e  a m ic a b le  L ib y a n -E g y p tian  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  was s t e a d i l y  e ro d e d  on th e  one  hand by S a d a t 's  i n c r e a s e ,g ly

(31 ) K napp, lo c  c i t .



c l o s e r  a lig n m e n t  w ith  S y r ia  to  t h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  L ib y a , and on th e  

o th e r  by h i s  s u s p ic io n  o f  -  and  e v e n tu a l ly ,  a t te m p ts  t o  i s o l a t e  - 

A l- Q a th a f1 ls  p a r t i c u l a r  b ran d  o f  A rab ism .

A l- Q a th a f i ,  by 1973 , had a l r e a d y  s e t  in  m o tio n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  e v e n ts  

d e f in e d  by H a j j a r  a s  b e in g  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  R o u ssea u , w ith  th e  c a l l  

f o r  a P o p u la r  R e v o lu t io n ,  w hich  le d  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  f i r s t  

p e o p le 's  c o m m itte e s . The p r o u p e c t  o f  A l-Q a th a f i  a rm ing  th e  p o p u la t io n ,  

in  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a P e o p le 's  M i l i t i a  (w h ic h , in  th e  e v e n t ,  n e v e r  

m a t e r i a l i s e d ) ,  com bined w ith  th e  know ledge t h a t  h e  had n o t  o n ly  been  

a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  in  t h e  d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  h i s  M a g h rib i n e ig h b o u rs ,  

b u t  t h a t  he  p la y e d  ' » a l r e v o lu t io n a r y  m ovem ents,

s i g n i f i e d  a  v e i l e d  c .  o n ly  to  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  h i s  w e s t ,  b u t

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  E g y p t, g iv e n  h i s  a m b itio n  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  m a n tle  o f  

N a s s e r 's  A rab l e a d e r s h ip .  In  th e  m onths e n su in g  th e  Z ouara  D e c la r a t io n ,  

S a d a t f i n a l l y  s e v e r e d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by c a n c e l l i n g  t h e  re fe ren d u m  

p r e c e d in g  th e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  L ib y a  w ith  E g y p t, and d e l i b e r a t e l y  e x c lu d e d  

A l- Q a th a f i  from  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  im pending  w a r .

A lthough  A l-Q a th a f i  had r e t a i n e d  s u b s id i a r y  i n t e r e s t  and in v o lv e m e n t 

in  t h e  M a g h rib , p a r t l y  in  t h e  d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  n e ig h b o u r in g  s t a t e s  

c o n s id e r e d  " r e a c t io n a r y " ,  and p a r t l y  in  t h e  r a t h e r  e x p e n s iv e  programme 

o f  i s o l a t i n g  I s r a e l  by b uy ing  i t s  a l l i e s ;  h i s  sudden  i s o l a t i o n

from  th e  " p ro g r e s s iv e "  A rab e a s t  fo rc e d  him  t o  a d o p t  an u n a n t ic i p a te d

(32 ) V a t i k l o t i s ,  op c i t ;  p .  9 1 .

(33 ) V ide p p . 150 , 152 a b o v e .

(34 ) Shem besh, op c i t ;  p p . 212 -  213.
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c l o s e r  a lig n m e n t  w ith  S y r ia  t o  t h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  L ib y a , and on th e  

o th e r  by h i s  s u s p ic io n  o f  -  and  e v e n tu a l ly ,  a t te m p ts  t o  i s o l a t e  -  

A l - Q a th a f i 's  p a r t i c u la r*  b ran d  o f  A rab lsm .

A l- Q a th a f i ,  by 1 973 , had a l r e a d y  s e t  In  m o tio n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  e v e n ts  

d e f in e d  by H a j j a r  a s  b e in g  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  R o u ssea u , w ith  th e  c a l l  

f o r  a P o p u la r  R e v o lu t io n ,  w hich Ted t o  th e  f o rm a tio n  o f  th e  f i r s t  

p e o p le 's  c o m m itte e s . The p r o s o e c t  o f  A l-Q a th a f i  a rm in g  th e  p o p u la t io n .

In  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a P e o p le 's  M i l i t i a  (w h ic h , in  th e  e v e n t ,  n e v e r

m a t e r i a l i s e d ) ,  com bined  w ith  th e  know ledge t h a t  h e  h&d n o t  o n ly  been 

a c t i v e l y  In v o lv e d  in  th e  d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  h i s  M aghH bi n e ig h b o u rs ,  

b u t  t h a t  h e  p la y e d  h o s t  to  s e v e r a l  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m ovem ents,

s i g n i f i e d  a v e i l e d  t h r e a t  n o t  o n ly  t o  th e  s t a t e s  t o  h i s  w e s t ,  b u t

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  E g y p t, g iv e n  h i s  a m b itio n  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  m a n tle  o f  

N a s s e r 's  A rab l e a d e r s h ip .  In  th e  m onths e n su in g  th e  Z ouara  D e c la r a t io n ,  

S a d a t  f i n a l l y  s e v e re d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by c a n c e l l i n g  th e  re fe ren d u m  

p r e c e d in g  th e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  L ib y a  w ith  E g y p t, and  d e l i b e r a t e l y  e x c lu d e d  

A l- Q a th a f i  from  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  th e  im pending  w ar.

A lthough  A l-Q a th a f i  had r e t a i n e d  s u b s id i a r y  i n t e r e s t  and in v o lv e m e n t 

in  t h e  M ag h rib , p a r t l y  in  th e  d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  n e ig h b o u r in g  s t a t e s  

c o n s id e r e d  " r e a c t io n a r y " ,  and p a r t l y  in  t h e  r a t h e r  e x o e n s iv e  programme 

o f  i s o l a t i r y  I s r a e l  by b u y in g  i t s  a l l i e s ;  h i s  sudden  I s o l a t i o n

from  th e  " p ro g r e s s iv e "  A rab e a s t  f o rc e d  him to  a d o p t  an u n a n t ic i p a te d

(32 ) V a t i k i o t i s ,  op c i t ;  p .  91 .

(3 3 )  V ide p p . 150 , 152 a b o v e .

(34 ) Shem besh, op c i t ;  p p . 212 -  213 .

—___



g r e a t e r  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  s h i f t  to w a rd s  th e  A rab w e s t .

R e b u ffe d  1n i t s  a t te m p ts  t o  f i n d  p a r tn e r s  f o r  u n i f i c a t i o n  in  th e  

M aghrib* L ibya  tu r n e d  t o  t h e  S ah e l w ith  i t s  p r e d o m in a n tly  M uslim 

p o p u la t io n ;  a t  t h e  same j u n c tu r e  e n t e r in g  a new i n te r n a l  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

phasfc , W ith th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  and  im m inent im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  T h ird  

U n iv e rsa l T h eo ry .

The im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  a new , p u r p o r t e d ly  "g en u in e  d e m o c ra t ic "  p ro c e d u ra l 

sy s te m  o f  g overnm en t in  L ib y a , w ith  i t s  c o n c o m ita n t s o c ia l  and econom ic 

up h eav a l a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  and  n o rm a tiv e  s t r u c t u r e s  w ere 

u p r o o te d ,  t o  make way f o r  a new s o c i e t y  in  w hich  e q u a l i t y  b e fo r e  th e  

law  w ould be d i c t a t e d ,  In  th e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  by econom ic  p r e c e p t s ;  

d id  n o t  u n d u ly  p e r tu r b  any  o f  L ib y a 's  n e ig h b o u rs  -  e s p e c i a l l y  when th e  

t e x t  o f  th e  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T heory  c o n f in e d  i t s e l f  t o  p r o n u n c ia t io n s  

on e x c lu s i v e ly  d o m e s tic  m a t t e r s ,  n o t  g iv in g  any in d i c a t io n  t h a t  i t s  

" u n iv e r s a l i s m "  c o u ld  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  in  p r a c t i c e  from  an e s s e n t i a l l y  

s o c i a l i s t - h u m a n i s t  ( r a t h e r  i d e a l i s t i c )  e x p o s i t io n  o f  gove rnm en t and 

a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  I n to  a v i r u l e n t l y  e x p a n s io n i s t  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y .

The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  A l- Q a th a f i  w ould u s e  th e  I s la m ic  d e r iv a t iv e s  

in  t h e  G reen Book -  n o ta b ly  in  th e  a r e a s  o f  la n d o w n e rsh ip , th e  r o l e  o f  

th e  f a m i ly  and e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  ( c l a n ,  t r i b e ) ,  th e  v e ry  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  

p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  r o l e  o f  women in  s o c i e t y ,  and th e  u n iv e r s a l  Ism o f  

r e l i g i o n  -  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a common b a s i s  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  r a t h e r  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  M uslim  S a h e l ;  w ere  in  th e  g r e a t e r  em p h as is  o f  Is lam lsm

   - * '   ..........
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in  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  c o in c id in g  w ith  a  s e r i e s  o f  e x p a n s io n i s t ,  

o p p o r tu n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h a t  M g io n ,

A T -Q a th a f i 's  in v o lv e m e n t in  Chad and N ig e r ,  f i r s t  on a  s u b v e rs iv e  b a s i s ,  

th e n  by a n n e x a tio n  o f  p a r t s  o f  th o s e  c o u n t r i e s  and  f i n a l l y ,  by d i r e c t  

m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a tio n ,  was se en  a s  a c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  to  

e s t a b l i s h  a P a n - Is la m lc  A fr ic a n  f e d e r a t i o n ,  j u s t i f i e d  p a r t l y

by th e  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T h e o r y 's  e x p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  g lo b a l  n a t io n ,  

p a r t l y  by A l - Q a th a f i 's  c o n v ic t i o n  t h a t  a l l  M uslim s a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  

u n i t e d ,  b u t  p h y s ic a l ly  s e p a r a t e d  by a r t i f i c i a l  c o lo n ia l  b o r d e r s .  The 

p u r s u i t  o f  such  a "M uslim  e m p ire"  was b a sed  on a d u a l i s t  a p p ro a c h , On 

th e  one  h a n d , r h e r e  was t h r e a t ,  and  a c tu a l  u s e ,  o f  f o r c e .  The t h r e a t ,  

c o n ta in e d  in  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  an I s la m ic  L e g io n , a m i l i t a r y  f o rc e  

c o m p ris in g  some L ib y a n s , b u t  m a in ly  N orth  A fr ic a n  M uslim s : a c t in g  in  

c o n c e r t  w ith  th e  B ureau  f o r  t h e  E x p o r t o f  R e v o lu t io n ,  th e  L eg io n  Wu» 

used  to  in te r v e n e  in  t h e  d o m e s tic  a f f a i r s  o f  S a h e l ia n  c o u n t r i e s .  The 

a c tu a l  u se  o f  p u r e ly  L ibyan  f o r c e s  was e x e m p li f ie d  in  th e  m i l i t a r y  

I n t e r v e n t io n  and o c c u p a tio n  o f  Chad and N ig e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  th e  

a n n e x a tio n  o f  l a r g e  p o r t io n s  o f  th o s e  s t a t e s .

On a m ore  s u b t l e  and l e s s  a g g r e s s iv e  l e v e l ,  L ibyan  I s l a m is t  p r o s e l y t i z i n g  

in  A f r ic a  to o k  th e  sh a p e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  in c e n t i v e  : I s la m ic  c e n t r e s  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s c h o o ls ,  m osques and c l i n i c s  w ould b e  b u i l t ,  l in k e d  

d i r e c t l y  t o  f o r e ig n  a id  :n d  t e c h n ic a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  th e  r e c i p i e n t  

c o u n t r i e s '  g o v e rn m e n ts .

(35 ) P a r k e r ,  op c i t ;  p p . 71 -  71 .



The W este rn  S a h a ra  d i s p u t e ,  in  w hich  L ibya  s u p p o r te d  POLISARIO, 

e x a c e r b a te d  A l - Q a th a f i 's  a l r e a d y  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  n e ig h b o u rin g  

s t a t e s .  U sing T u n i s i a 's  s u p p o r t  f o r  t „ c  p a r t i t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  SADR as 

p r e t e x t ,  coups w ere  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  T u n is ia  and th e  S udan ; th e  l a t t e r  

ha v in g  moved away from  i t s  i n i t i a l  s o c i a l i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  d e p r iv in g  

A 1 -Q a th a fi o f  a g r a s s r o o t s  s o c i a l i s t  r e c e p t a c l e .  The c oups h av ing  

f a i l e d ,  L ibya  e x p e l le d  a l l  S ud a n e se  and T u n is ia n  m ig r a n t  la b o u r e r s  : 

n o t  o n ly  s u c c e e d in g  in  den y in g  th e  p a r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  a  s i z e a b le  incom e, 

b u t  a l s o  in  a l i e n a t i n g  Numeiry and B ourgu iba  a n d , m o st im p o r ta n t ly ,  

lo s i n g  th e  c o n d u it  by w hich A l-Q a th a f l  had  hoped to  e x p o r t  t h e  G reen 

Book in to  th e  M aghrib .

In  1977 , th e  J a m a h i r iy a  was o f f i c i a l l y  p ro c la im e d  in  L ib y a , w hich had 

by th e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  a l i e n a t e d  i t s e l f  in  th e  M aghrib and S a h e l .  The 

Camp D avid A c c o rd s , h o w ev e r, seem ed f i n a l l y  to  v in d i c a t e  A l - Q a th a f i 's  

a n t i - S a d a t  cam paigns C r e a t in g  and m a in ta in in g  th e  S t e a d f a s tn e s s  and 

C o n f r o n ta t io n  F ro n t (S C F ), A l-Q a th a f i  was f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  

in  a somewhat p o s i t i v e  m a n n er, t o  th e  c o o rd in a t io n  o f  th e  " p ro g r e s s iv e "  

M a sh riq . L ib y a , t o  some e x t e n t ,  a c h ie v e d  a  le a d e r s h ip  r o l e  in  Arab 

a f f a i r s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  in v o lv in g  n o t  o n ly  th e  r a d i c a l  s t a t e s ,  b u t  

th e  A rab L eague on w h o le s c a le  l e v e l .

S u c c e s s ,  how ever, was a c h ie v e d  a t  a  c o s t  : A l-Q a th a f i  had t o  seek  

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w itn  th o s e  s t a t e s  he had a f f r o n t e d  in  th e  p a s t ,  b u t  more 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  had to  make a c o n s id e r a b le  I d e o lo g ic a l  a d ju s tm e n t  to

(36 ) S a rh a n e , op c i t ;  p .  38 .



229

h i s  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y .  The L ibyan  p o l ic y  o f  " re je c t i o n is m "  had to  be 

m o d if ie d ,  s i n c e  t h e  A rab  L ea g u e , h a v in g  no o b je c t i o n s  to  a s e t t l e d  p eace  

w ith  I s r a e l ,  w ould n o t  have  i t s e l f  g u id e d  in  th e  m a t te r  o f  th e  Camp 

D avid  A cco rds by a r e j e c t l o n i s t .  A l- O a th a f l  was f o rc e d  in to  a d o p tio n  

o f  th e  m o d e ra te  s ta n c e  : t h a t  S a d a t 's  " t r e a s o n "  was n o t  th e  s e t t le m e n t  

w ith  I s r a e l  in  i t s e l f ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  was a u n i l a t e r a l  a r *  den y in g  

th e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p le  t h e i r  " in a l i e n a b le "  r i - i h t  to  e s t a b l i s h  an 

in d e p e n d e n t s o v e re ig n  s t a t e .

The a p p a r e n t  m o d e ra tio n  o f  L ib y a 's  M idd le  E a s te r n  p o l i c i e s  was i n v e r t e d  

in  th e  M ag h rib . W ith th e  Im p le m en ta tio n  o f  th e  G reen Book in  L ib y a , 

A l-Q a th a f i  w ould f o r c e f u l l y  t r a n s l a t e  th e  T heory  in to  th e  d e s ig n  o f  

" G r e a te r  L ib y a"  : th e  f e d e r a t io n  o f  a l l  N o rth  A fr ic a n  s t a t e s  (M aghrib i 

and  S a h e l i a n ) ,  w ith  some v e s t i g e  o f  a M uslim  p o p u la t io n ,  how ever sm a ll 

a  m in o r i t y .

In  k e ep in g  w ith  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r ,  L ib y a 's  im m edia te  

n e ig h b o u rs  -  I n c lu d in g  A lg e r ia  -  w ere  I n v i te d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  

u n i f i c a t i o n .  O nly a f t e r  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  h i s  o f f e r s ,  w ould A l-Q a th a f i  

a c t i v a t e  th e  u s e  o f  f o r c e ,  In  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  by in v a d in g  and 

o c cu p y in g  Chad f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  o s t e n s i b l y  a p e a c e k e e p in g  e x e r c i s e  

a t  th e  b e h e s t  o f  FROL I NAT.

The J a m a h i r iy a 's  m i l i t a r y  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  su b sy s tem  was n o t  c o n f in e d  

t o  Chad. W ith E gypt e f f e c t i v e l y  n e u t r a l i s e d  and M orocco o c c u p ie d  w ith

(3 7 )  Deeb and D eeb, op c i t ;  p .  137.



t h e  SADR dispute"!, A1 - Q a th a f i  s e t  a b o u t t o  d e s t a b i l i s e  A lg e r ia  -  

h i s  m o st p ow erfu l r i v a l  f o r  su b sy s tem  dom inance  and th e  o n ly  r e a l  

t h r e a t  tti  th e  " G r e a te r  L ib y a"  schem e. I n i t i a l l y  th e  J a m a h i r iy a 's  

f i n a n c i a l  a id  t o  POLISARIO and i t s  d e fe n s e  o f  A lg e r ia  a g a in s t  M oroccan 

c la im s  t h a t  POLISARIO was a llo w e d  %o u s e  A lg e r ia n  t e r r i t o r y  a s  b a se s  

f o r  in c u r s io n s  i n to  M orocco, a p p e a re d  to  be d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  H a s s a n 's  

c o n s e r v a t iv is i t i .

H ow ever, A 1 -Q a th a f i 's  p a tro n a g e  o f  POLISARIO was o f  such  s u b s ta n c e  

t h a t  A lg e r ia  was f o r c e d  to  in c r e a s e  i t s  e x p e n d i tu r e  on th e  SADR, 

vy in g  f o r  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  movement . A lg e r ia n  c o n c e rn  was n o t  w ith  

lo s i n g  p r e s t i g e ,  b u t  w ith  h a v in g  a m o b ile  army r e s i d e n t  on i t s  

t e r r i t o r y ,  u n d e r  A l - Q a th a f i 's  t u t e l a g e ;  when L ibya  had a l r e a d y  been 

u s in g  Chad a s  an  e n t r y  p o in t  f o r  i t s  a rm sd  f o r c e s  i n to  A lg e r ia  by 

th e  end  o f  1980. F u r th e rm o re , A l- C ^ th a f i  had e s t a b l i s h e d  e x c e l l e n t  

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  I s la m ic  f u n d a m e n ta l i s t s  in  A lg e r i a ,  h a v in g  found  a 

m ost r e c e p t i v e  a u d ie n c e  f o r  h i s  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T h eo ry .

R e l i e f  f o r  th e  p r e d ic a m e n ts ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  A lg e r ia  and C had , and 

in  g e n e ra l  o f  th e  M a g h rib i-S a h e l ia n  r e g io n s ,  was a  two y e a r  r e s p i t e ,  

when A l-Q a th a f i  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  h i s  C h a irm an sh ip  o f  th e  OAU in  1982 

was b e in g  je o p a r d is e d  by h i s  c o n tin u e d  m i l i t a r y  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  

s u b sy s te m . He w ith d rew  from  a l l  o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  i n d i c a t i o n s  

a r e  t h a t  he m a in ta in e d  a c o v e r t . ,  s u b v e rs iv e  p r e s e n c e  in  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  

c o n c e rn e d .

In th e  e v e n t ,  A l - Q a th a f i 's  C h a irm an sh ip  o f  th e  OAU Summit was a
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f a i l u r e  b e ca u se  o f  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s h a re  A f r ic a n  p r i o r i t i e s .  He th u s  

f a i l e d  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  need f o r  com prom ise on s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s  such 

a s  t h e  a d m is s io n  o f  t h e  SADR and C hadian  d e l e g a t io n s ,  a t  a  j u n c tu r e  

when th e  OAU m em bers, f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  r e c o g n is e d  th e  u rg en c y  o f  

p r e s s in g  econom ic  n e ed s  above th e  need  to  s c o re  p o in ts  in  m a in ta in in g  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r a d ic a l -m o d e r a te  b a la n c e  in  th e  O rg a n is a t io n .

The c o l la p s e  o f  t h e  OAU Summit (convened  tw ic e  w i th o u t  th e  n e c e s s a r y  

qu o ru m ), saw th e  J a m a h i r i y a 's  r e t u r n  t o  Chad -  b u t  n o t  f o r  Chad to  

become I t s 'e x c ' i u : . ; - *  reg -tona l f o c u s .  In  y e t  a n o th e r  e a s tw a ro  s h i f t ,  

A l- Q a th a f i  became e x t e n s i v e ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  Horn o f  A f r i c a .  B ecause  

t h e  1980 m e rg e r  w ith  S y r ia  was n e v e r  consum m ated .due  t o  A s s a d '-  r e f u s a l  

to  im plem ent th e  G reen Book, t h e o r y  and  s t r u c t u r e ,  in  S y r ia ,

L ibya s u p p o r te d  E th io p ia  a g a in s t  t h e  S y r ia n -b a c k e d  E r i t r e a n s .  Not 

o n ly  w ould t h i s  i r k  A ssa d , t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  r e l i a n t  on L ibyan  a i d ;  

b u t  i t  p r o f e r r e d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  e n t e r  i n to  a s e c u r i t y  p a c t ,  th e  Red 

Sea A l l i a n c e ,  w ith  E th io p ia  and th e  PDRY, o s t e n s ib ly  t o  c o u n te r  USA 

I n f lu e n c e  in  t h e  a r e a ,  p e rh a p s  more so t o  e x p lo re  th e  p o t e n t i a l  

d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  en em ie s such  a s  E g y p t, t h e  Sudan and 

Saud i A ra b ia .

A t t h e  same t im e ,  A 1 -Q a th a f i e n te r e d  in to  a  new p h a se  in  h i s  q u e s t  f o r  

r n a n s i o n .  A bandoning th e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  members o f  a 

. , r c u r  o r  f e d e r a t i o n  w ith  L ibya  s h o u ld  im plem ent th e  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l

(3 8 )  C ervenka and Legum, op c i t ;  p .  A44.

(3 9 )  Q a d h a f i 's  F o re ig n  and  D efen se  P o l ic y  ( P a r t  I I I )  ( In  : W eekly 
M edia A b s t r a c t ,  R e p o r t Number 7 4 , 20 J a n u a ry  1 9 8 1 ), op c i t ;  
p .  5 .
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T h eo ry , he in s t e a d  o p te d  f o r  a sy s te m  w hereby  u n io n  w ould be a c h ie v e d  

in  s t a g e s .  By i n i t i a l l y  e m p h a s is in g  th e  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  i n t e r n a l  and 

f o r e ig n  p o l i c i e s ,  he e n g in e e re d  j o i n t  s i t t i n g s  o f  th e  c a b in e ts  and 

P a r l ia m e n t s  o f  th e  J a m h ir iy a ,  w i th ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  A lg e r ia  and S y r i a ;  

S outh  Yemen and T u n i s i a .  D e s p i te  t h i s  b r e a k th r o u g h , A l- Q a th a f i  was 

th e  o n ly  p a r t i c i p a n t  t o  r e g a rd  u n i f i c a t i o n  a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  ^ ( 0

The g r e a t e s t  d ip lo m a t i c  coup in  th e  M ag h rib , was th e  O udja T r e a ty  o f  

Union o f  S r a t e s  be tw een  th e  J a m a h i r iy a  and M orocco in  1984 . R a th e r  

th a n  a t r u e  p o l i t i c a l  u n io n ,  t h e  T r e a ty  e n v isa g e d  a lo o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  

o r  fo rm al d ip lo m a t i c  a l l i a n c e ;  s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  eac h  s t a t e  w ould r e t a i n  

i t s  own a d m in i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  b u t p r o v id in g  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  and 

c o o p e r a t i o n  and f o r  a m utual d e fe n s e  c l a u s e ,  in  w hich  a g g re s s io n  a g a in s t  

one w ould be c o n s id e r e d  a g g re s s io n  a g a in s t  th e  o th e r .

The T r e a ty ,  how ever, r e p r e s e n te d  a  com prom ise on L ib y a 's  s id e  and a 

v i c to r y  f o r  H a ss a n , who su g g e s te d  i t .  L ibya  had l i t t l e  t o  g a in  : one 

month p r i o r  t o  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  T r e a ty ,  Morocco condemned s ix t e e n  

I s l a m is t s  t o  d e a th  ( f o r  t r e a s o n ) ,  a  c l e a r  s ig n a l  t o  A l- Q a th a f i  t o  back 

o f f  w ith  h i s  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T h eo ry . O th e r  th a n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

u s in g  M orocco a s  a s p r in g b o a rd  i n to  A lg e r ia  -  w hich h a d , e a r l i e r ,  

e n te r e d  i n to  t h e  T r e a ty  o f  M aghrib  U n ity  w ith  T u n is ia  and M a u ri ta n ia  -  

A l- Q a th a f i  e a rn e d  some p r e s t i g e ,  b u t no a d v a n c e . M orocco , on th e  o th e r  

hand , g a in e d  p o s s ib l e  L ibyan  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a in s t  POLISARIO, a r e s p i t e

(40 ) S o c i a l i s t  P e o p le 's  L ibyan  A rab J a m a h i r iy a  : Economic H ard sh ip  
( In  : L egum .(ed) A f r ic a  C on tem porary  R eco rd ,. Volume XV, 1 9 8 4 ) , 
op c i t ;  p .  850 .

(41 ) M o r r i so n , op c i t ;  p .  15.

t t i  Hi S* W e u  i *  ■wflk, €.
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from  I s l a m i s t  s u b v e rs io n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  econom ic  b e n e f i t s ,  and  a d e f i n i t e  

r e s p i t e  For th e  OAU w ith  A l - Q a th a f i 's  p le d g e  t h a t  th e  SADR p ro b lem  be 

s o lv e d  " w i th in  th e  A rab c o n te x t " .

E f f o r t s  t o  e x p o r t  th e  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T h eo ry , d e s p i t e  renew ed good 

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  S u d an , w ere  d e a l t  a  f u r t h e r  blow  by th e  L ibyan  

e x p lu s io n ,  in  1985 , o f  th e  e n t i r e  T u n is ia n ,  E g y p tia n , M alian  and 

N ig e r  la b o u r  f o r c e s .  J u s t i f i e d  in  te rm s  o f  E g y p t 's  r e f u s a l  t o  ren o u n c e  

th e  Camp D avid A cco rds in  exchange  f o r .  w hich L ibya  w ould r e p la c e  in  

f u l l  A m erican  a id  t o  E g y p t, and  in  te rm s  o f  T u n i s i a 's  c l o s e r  l i n k s  

w ith  A lg e r ia  (w hich  had j u s t  o c c u p ie d  g a s - r i c h  L ibyan  la n d  on I t s  

b o r d e r ) ;  A l- Q a th a f i  c la im e d  t h a t  a s  lo n g  a s  m ig r a n ts  took  money home, 

th e y  w ould s u s t a i n  p ro -A m e rica n  and t h e r e f o r e  pro-C am p D avid  r e g im e s .

The e x p u ls io n s ,  t h u s ,  w ere  p o r t r a y e d  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n t i- A m e r ic a n ,  n o t  

a n t i - A r a b .

I t  w ould a p p e a r ,  h o w ev e r, t h a t  t h e r e  was an u l t e r i o r  m o tiv e  b e h in d  th e  

econom ic  p u n ish m en t i n f l i c t e d  on th e s e  •- n h b o u r in g  s t a t e s  : A l - Q a th a f i 's  

lo n g s t a n d in g  demand t h a t  m ig ra n t  l a b o u r e r s  a d o p t  L ibyan  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  had 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  been  r e j e c t e d .  He had hoped to  c r e a t e ,  o v e r n - g h t ,  a 

s c e n a r i o  in  w hich th o u sa n d s  o f  " L ib y an s"  ( i . e .  m ig r a n ts  w ith  dual 

c i t i z e n s h i p )  som etim es r e s i d e d  in  n e ig h b o u r in g  c o u n t r i e s ,  g r a n t in g  him 

th e  r i g h t  to  i n t e r v e n e ,  on t h e i r  b e h a l f ,  in  th e  d o m e s tic  a f f a i r s  o f  

t h e i r  " h o s t"  s t a t e s  -  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  impose, h i s  p h ilo s o p h y  

on th e  su b sy s te m . The l o s s  o f  th e s e  m ig r a n t s ,  how ever, c o u ld  be tu rn e d

(4 2 )  I b i d .

(4 3 )  S b a i , lo c  c i t .

mm



i n to  an a d v a n ta g e . G iven th e  J a m a h i r iy a 's  new found good r e l a t i o n s  

w ith  t h e  Sudan and i t s  " f e d e r a l 11 p a r t n e r ,  M orocco, t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  

t h e  la b o u r  f o r c e  w ith  S udanese  and  M oroccans m ig h t w e ll have  th e  

d e s i r e d  e f f e c t  in  te rm s  o f  e x p o r ta t io n  o f  th e  G reen Book, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

in  v iew  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Morocco had  a g re e d  t o  th e  e s t 'v . 'l  ish m en t o f  a 

j o i n t  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i th  L ib y a .

W ith th e  M a g i'n b i s i t u a t i o n ,  in  1985 , o f  L ibyan  i s o l a t i o n  and  c o n ta c t  

o n ly  w i th  one “p r o g r e s s iv e "  and one  " r e a c t io n a r y "  s t a t e ,  A l-Q a th a f i  

re a c h e d  an i d e n t i c a l  s ta le m a te  in  th e  M ash riq  ; c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  

o n ly  one  " p r o g r e s s iv e " ,  S y r i a ,  and  one " r e a c t io n a r y "  s t a t e ,  Saud i A ra b ia .  

The l a t t e r ,  s e e k in g  rap p ro cn e m e n t w ith  L ibya  in  o r d e r  to  a v e r t  a 

p o s s ib l e  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  th e  G u lf  W ar, was m o tiv a te d  by th e  d e s i r e  f o r  

A l-Q a th a f i  t o  m e d ia te  w ith  I r a n ,  w hich nad been  u s in g  th e  w ar a s  a 

sm okesc reen  w h ile  a c t i v e l y  d e s t a b i l i s i n g  Saud i A ra b ia .

The ja m a h i r i y a 's  com m itm ent to  a "T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T heo ry"  found  

e x p re s s io n  n o t  o n ly  in  i t s  I s l a m i s t  d o m e s tic  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s e e k in g  to  

im pose p o l i t i c a l  com m unity on th e  s t a t e ,  b u t  in  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a re n a  t o o .  An e x te n s io n  o f  th e  L ibyan  R e p u b l ic 's  i n i t i a l  p o l i c y  o f  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n e u t r a l i s m ,  i t  re m a in s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by th e  ty p ic a l  

T h ird  W orld d i s t o r t i o n  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  n o n -a lig n m e n t ; a  d e e p s e a te d  

r e s e n tm e n t o f  th e  e x - c o lo n ia l  W este rn  p o w e rs , a p a r t i c u l a r  a v e r s io n  

f o r  th e  USA, p e rc e iv e d  a s  th e  le a d in g  pow er in  th e  W est; and a 

w i l l i n g n e s s  to  c o l l a b o r a t e  w ith  th e  USSR, w i th in  p a ra m e te r s  d e f in e d  

so a s  n o t  to  c a u se  a b s o rp t io n  in to  th e  S o v ie t  s a t e l l i t e  sy s te m .



As a r e s u l t ,  L ib y a 's  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  s u p e rp o w e rs ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  

w ith  t h e  S o v ie t  U nion , have  been c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a d ic h o to m y .

On th e  one  h a n d , th e r e  h a s  been th e  c o n dem na tion  and r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  

su p e rp o w e rs ' i d e o lo g ie s ;  o r  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e r e  e x i s t s  a t a c t i c a l  

e x p e d ie n c y  w hich a llo w s  L ibya  to  p u rc h a se  from  th e  S o v ie ts  t h e  arm s 

i t  n e ed s  f o r  i t s  e x p a n s io n i s t  p o l i c i e s ,  and  from  th e  W este rn  pow ers 

th e  te c h n o lo g y  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a in ta in  th e  s t a t e ’ * I n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

D uring  th e  e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  th e  RCC re g im e , th e  USA a c te d  a s  a b en ign  

b e n e f a c to r .  Aware o f  A1 - Q a th a f i 'x  v i r u l e n t  an ti-com m un ism , th e  

A m erican  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  tw ic e  p r e v e n te d  c o u p s  in  L ib y a , s e e k in g  to  

c o n s o l id a t e  A l - Q a th a f i ' s l e a d e r s h ip  p o s i t i o n ' i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n ta in  S o v ie t  

e x p a n s io n ism . A l - Q a th a f i 's  com m itm ent, how ever, to  v io le n c e

in  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  A rab l e a d e r s h ip ,  soon  c a u se d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  

d e t e r i o r a t e  i n to  m utual e n m ity .

L ibyan  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U n ion , a l th o u g h  o f  a m ore e n d u rin g  

n a tu r e ,  have  s i m i l a r l y  e x h ib i te d  A l - Q a th a f i 's  a b i l i t y  t o  e x p lo i t  th e  

su p e rp o w e r c o n f l i c t  to  h i s  a d v a n ta g e . W h ils t  b e n e f l t t i n g  from  

e x te n s iv e  S o v ie t  n u c le a r  te c h n o lo g y  and e x p e r t i s e ,  and m i l i t a r y

c o o p e r a t i o n  enough f o r  L ibya  to  t h r e a t e n  t o  j o i n  th e  Warsaw P a c t ,  

th e  S o v ie t  Union has n o t  been a llo w e d  to  g a in  a m i l i t a r y  fo o th o ld  

in  L ib y a , n o t even  a c c e s s  to  w arm w ater p o r t s .  In  r e a l  te rm s ,  th e  

S o v ie t  U n io n 's  o n ly  g a in  h a s  been  L ib y a 's  d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  a re a s

(44 ) S t .  John  ( S o v ie t  P e n e t r a t io n  o f  L ib y a , In  : The W orld T oday , 
Volume 3 8 , Number 4 ,  A p ri l  1 9 8 2 ) , lo c  c i t ,

(4 5 )  C o o le y , op c i t ;  p p . 8 3 , 96 1 0 0 , 241 .

(46 ) S t .  John  ( S o v ie t  P e n e t r a t io n  o f  L ib y a , In  : The W orld T oday , 
Volume 3 8 , Number 4 ,  A p ri l 1 9 8 2 ) , op c i t ;  p .  135.

(4 7 )  I b id .
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w i th in  th e  W este rn  s p h e re  o f  i n t e r e s t  ( e . g .  Chad, E gyp t)  and th e  j

d e b i l i t a t i o n  o f  W este rn  I n f lu e n c e  in  b o th  su b s y s te m s . P r e s id e n t  i

R e a g a n 's  c o n c e rn  w ith  L ibya  has been d i c t a t e d  by th e  p e rc e p t io n  t h a t  :

A l-Q a th a f i  m ust b e  " ta u g h t  a l e s s o n " ,  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  he i s ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,

n o t a S o v ie t  p u p p e t -  a t  m o s t ,  a  " n u is a n c e " .  N ot ev en  th e  ;

s p e c t r e  o f  a n u c le a r  t h r e a t  e m ana tes  from  L ib y a , f o r  th e  USA i s  w e ll ;

aw are  o f  tlte  f a c t  t h a t  u n l ik e  F re n c h , A m erican o r  C anad ian  n u c le a r  ;

te c h n o lo g y  and u ran iu m  s u p p ly  a g re e m e n ts ,  no S o v ie t  c o n t r a c t  h a s  e v e r

le d  t o  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o r  d iv e r s io n  t o  w eapons m a n u fa c tu re .  T h u s , t h e  ; '

S o v ie t  in v o lv e m e n t In  th e  L ibyan  n u c le a r  i n d u s t r y  i s  th e  m ost r e l i a b l e

g u a ra n te e  o f  L ib y a 's  n o n - a t t a in m e n t  o f  a g g r e s s iv e  n u c le a r  pow er.

I t  h a s  been rio ted  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  m a v e r ic k  a p p e a ra n c e , th e  m ost 

pronounced  f a c e t  o f  L ibyan  r e g io n a l  and  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  h a s  been i t s  

c o n s is te n c y .  The R e v o lu t io n 's  c re e d  o f  "F reedom , S o c ia l is m  and U n ity " ,  

a s  p ronounced  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  y e a r s ,  has  m e re ly  been  r e f in e d  and 

r e d e f in e d  a s  an e x p a n s io n i s t  N a s s e H s t - I s la m is m . A l - Q a th a f i 's

com m itm ent to  v io le n c e  c o u ld ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be  v iew ed  n o t  a s  a  [

d l s c e r n a b le  p o l i c y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a t a c t i c ,  su pposed  t o  in d u c e  th e  <

" r a d ic a l  change"  he s e e k s .

;

h<?fice, th e  J a m a h i r iy a 's  i s o l a t i o n  ; from  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  an 

a n a c h r o n i s t i c  p e r c e p t i o n ,  A l- Q a th a f i  h as c r e a t e d  a s ta g n a t io n .  L ibyan  

r e g io n a l  p o l i c i e s  may have  e x h ib i t e d  a c t i o n ,  b u t  th e r e  h a s  been no

(48 ) H a ley , op c i t s  p .  268 .

(49 ) W rig h t , op c l t ;  p .  41 .



fu n d am e n ta l g ro w th ; le a v in g  A l-Q a th a f i  in  a s t a s i s  -  an I n d ic a t io n  

o f  h i s  la ck  o f  c o m prehens ion  o f  th e  r e a l i t i e s  c o n f r o n t in g  and g iv in g  

s u b s ta n c e  t o  th e  A rab w o rld .

D o m e s tic a l ly ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  h a s  been re p ro d u c e d . A tte m p tin g  t o  q u e l l  

d i s c o n te n t  in  th e  f a c e  o f  econom ic  h a rd s h ip  f o l lo w in g  th e  d e c l in e  o f  

o i l  r e v e n u e s ,  A l- Q a th a f i  s o u g h t ,  n o t  t o  m od ify  th e  p o l i c i e s  g iv in g  r i s e  

to  th e  m o s t d i s c o n t e n t ,  b u t  t o  e n sh ro u d  th e m , a n d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

r e p u t a t i o n ,  in  r h e t o r i c  : e n f o r c i  ig t h e  fu n d am e n ta l t e n e t s  o f  th tt  T h ird  

U n iv e rsa l T heo ry  am ongst t h e  y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  am ongst 

th e  s c h o o lg o in g  c h i ld r e n  o f  t h e  d is a d v a n ta g e d ;  p o l i t i c i s i n g  th e  young 

and  u n d e rp r iv i l e g e d ;  e ro d in g  th e  pow er o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t ;  

and e n s u r in g  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  h i s  new s o c i e t y  by d e s t r o y in g  and  

f ra g m e n tin g  in d e p e n d e n t econom ic  and  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w hich c o u ld  le n d  

a s u p p o r t iv e  b a s e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  M o reo v e r, A l - Q a th a f i 's  

c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  J a m a h i r iy a  h a s  been so 

e n tre n c h e d  -  A m erican  a c t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  r e i n f o r c in g  h i s  c h a r ism a  -  t h a t  

no o th e r  p e rso n  c o u ld  s u s t a in  th e  sy s te m  w ith o u t  h a v in g  to  a n n i h i l a t e  

th e  v e ry  f a b r i c  o f  th e  s o c i e t y ,  so p a in s ta k in g ly  r e b u i l t  o v e r  th e  p a s t  

two d e c a d e s .

In  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  T h ird  U n iv e rsa l T h e o ry , c o n d i t io n e d  a s  i t  i s  

by e c l e c t r ;  N asse r ism  and Is la m lsm , e n v e lo p e d  in  an a g g r e s s iv e  e th o s

(5 0 )  S t .  John (T e r ro r is m  and  L ibyan  F o re ig n  P o l i c y ,  In  : The W orld 
T o d ay , Volume 4 2 , Number 7 , J u ly  1 9 8 6 ) , op c i t ;  p .  114.

(5 1 )  A nderso11 L isa  "Q adhdhafi and  H is  O p p o s i t i o n " ,  In  : The M iddle  
E a s t  .. Volume 4 0 ,  Number 2 , S p r in g  1986; p p . 2<To -  234.



w hich d o e s  n o t  s h r in k  from  th e  u se  o f  s u b v e rs io n  t o  a c h ie v e  i t s  g o a l s ,  

has  been  c o n s t r a in e d  n o t  m e re ly  by I t s  i n h e r e n t  n a tu r e ,  b u t  by th e  

g e o p o l i t i c a l  f l u i d i t y  o f  th e  su b sy s tem s  i t  w ish e s  to  p e n e t r a t e  : 

uncom prehending  o f  th e  g e o g ra p h ic  and h i s t o r i c a l  s y n c h ro n i s a t i o n  

s u s t a in in g  and d r iv in g  A rab E a s t and A rab W est, I t  h as  c au se d  i t s  

own s t a s i s .

M indful o f  f u r t h e r  econom ic  c o m p le x i t ie s  in  th e  A rab s p h e re ,  one  m ust 

c o n c lu d e  t h a t  on th e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,  L ib y a , w ith  one  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  

p e r  c a p i t a  incom es in  t h e  w o rld , h a s  e n a b le d  i t s  p e o p le / s  c om m ittees  

and c o n g re s s e s  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e i r  d e c is i o n s  i n to  a c t i o n s .  H ence, th e  

m a ss iv e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l program m es o f  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e . H ow ever, th e  

cru x  o f  th e  c o n c e p t ja m a h i r iy a  b e in g  i t s  u n iv e r s a l i s m ,  th e  d o c t r i n e  

g e n e r a te s  i t s  own demand f o r  e x p o r t a t i o n  -  i n to  two su b sy s tem s  w here 

p o v e r ty  and e th n ic  h e te r o g e n e i ty  a r e  th e  norm and w h ere , c o n s e q u e n tly ,  

p a r t i c i p a t o r y  dem ocracy  c o u ld  be n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  an e x e r c i s e  in  

f r u s t r a t i o n .  J a m a h i r iy a  i s  a lu x u r y  v e ry  few  -  i f  any  -  can  a f f o r d .

(5 2 )  H a j j a r  (Q a d h af i and R o u ssea u , In  : J o u r n a l  o f  Modern A fr ic a n  
S t u d ie s ,  Volume 1 8 , Number 2 ,  Ju n e  1 9 8 0 ) , op c i t ;  p .  200 .
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