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"Me miserable’ Which way shall I £l
Infinite wrath and infinite despalr?” :
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Introduction (1)

Olive Selireiner wes born in 1555, and dled
at the sge of sixty-five. Thes greater part of her
1ife waes spent in wretchsdnsssy she suffered from
ill-health from sbout the age of sevantesn and from
painfully-tinged emotional disturbences from an even
earliler sge, Blography is frequently regarded ss san
interloper in eriticism, and, inde=d, it does not help
ug with questions of wvalue. My concern is not with
the value of Ollve's work, slthough I sske judgrents,
but with (he relstionship between her personal. .y and
her meaterisl.

Besides The Story of an Africen Farm Olive

wrote allegories, short stories, political and semi-

sociological wor. , and two other rovels, Undine and

From Men to Man., The stories and ellegories are thin

end nalve, elmost vulgar. Undine end From Men to Mep

are not up to the standard of An Africau Farm, & great

novel in spite of its faults. When one compares them
with thit novel one finds that they are unmistakeably
cut from the same cloth and that thelr faults ars the

faults which all but wer An Africsn Farm.

Moat of Olive's wrrks -Undine 18 an exceptions

were written after The Story of an Airican Fam. For

forty years after that novel wus finlshed, Jlive went

on writing. A large part of her crestive sciivity

during those forty years want into the writing of Erom

Men to Man, a novel she could nelther finlsh nor leave

slone. She asserted thet she felt gompellisd to go

on writing. Why -if we can accept her sssertion- 4id
~ghow




she Teel compelisd to wriile? Whst was it she was

trying to express? Her hehaviour &nd her me 'rial,

especinlly the zatverial of hor novals, sugeest sn

BNBWOT .

In our time Olive has, I think, more ad-

wirers than resaders. For that reason I present the

novels in some detail.




Part b

THE. . JOVELS

"1 would like to have your critical judgment
of my mind, or rather of my work, which is
really me.”
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1. UNDINE

What one finds most interesting about the
works of Olive Schreiner is the continual recurvence
of cer’.ain materinl: she 18 vreoccupied with painful
experience.

This wateriel 4o present in profusion in her
first novel, Undine. Undine is urlenlably poor stuff,
but it deserves carerul consideration. Although inferior
to An Africen Farg 1t was written more or less at the
same time as that novel, and it wss Olive dohreiner's
first sxpression at any length of something she went on
trying to say for the rest of her life.

Never was rerofue of fiction more ill-starred
than Undine, whose life-story, from chiidhood, is the
material of the novel.

The sub-title of the novel ist A Queer Little
ghild. Undine 1s a senaitive child, persistently mle-
unserstood by members of her family. Orthodox Christlanity
i+ taught in the home, and the doctrine of the damnation of
anuls causes her tha preatest misery. She cannot accept
that God, who ordains that milllons of souls go to de-
struction, can be good: He must be wicked and cruel. She is
esonaldered wicked by rer family, and tnls view she shares.
She 1s wretchedly aware thet she is 'different', and while
£t11l very young {about ten yesrs old) wishes that she
were dead. Painfully she srrives st a beliéf that Gecd -
not the God of the Bible but a 628 zhe "fesls in her own
soul.. will let nothing Ke has made be destroyed. At
about the age of sixteen she is made miseratle agein by
the chapel-goers ia her guerdian's eircle. BShe wonders

at this stage whetner it would "be ao wherever she
~might~
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u@g &%, that her hand should be against every man, and
gvery man'a hand sgainst wersT™ 1In this novel religion
1% sesvclated with Nypooriey.

Throughout her life she is misundevatond by
the peopls with whoas shs comes in coriteet. For example,
when she 1g suifering deeply iv sllerce, #hs 1s tuought
"a ¢o0ld, dull, heartless little crea: :'-“Z,.

Chance pursves her relentlessly. She is Jilted
by the man she loves through the activities o a mischlef-
maker; her chlid dies a8 soon as she beginas to love it
an aunt to whom 8he ls very attached becomes a snariing,
insane creature. %hen Undine 13 in Africa, che accepts
8 1ift to the Diuronl Flelds and is persecuvied by the
wife ol the owner of the wagon; practically dsetitute
on her arrival there, she is rodbued of her few Losséssions.

Chance 1g a&sgist-. by Undine herself. 3he
rarries a rizh, repulsive, lecherous widower ao that she
may give money to his son Albert, who has jilted her.
Muoert mar~ies an heiress. and neliher knows about nor
ueeds her secrifice. Everyone thinks that she has marriad
the 0’1 men for hls money. Of course she sticks to her
| stde of the bargaln with chill fidelity. Wnen the old man
} . p dive she alves all hiu ponoy to his song, and sets off
f for Africa with teun pounde.

! On Loard ship she sli 8 half her totsl wealth
into tze portmenteau of & poor goverrness who has been
11l-used by sn elderly aunt, and thereafter, destitute
and fregusetly on the verge ¢ gtarvation, she sesms 1o
glory in giving sway what little sne has. Sne gives
nalf her only crust of brsad to & starving dogs she
sells s dlsmond-ring she hss appsrently kepl lhrough-
out her poverty, 2nd gives the proceeds mnonymously,

of course, to & young men to ensble hlu to ge back

" 5B,
2. %ﬁ b. 131,

- 30 -




(3

to Englanl; money “»ought to uer for ircuinz she gives
tothe servint who brings 1t.
Physlesl pain and suffering fall to her lot, too.
She writhes on the ground, like, rays her creator,

"a crushed worm", when Albart }ilts her, and ie brulsed.
She, who ber given away & foriune, slaves over the irens so
that she may eat. Bhe crushes a rose in her hands till her
finzers bleed, and they bleed agalu when she iries to earn
s 1iving by sewing. Dying, she drsge herself slorg the
ground, face downward in the dust.

The sympathetlc eharacters have unenviable fates.
Aunt Margaret's fiancé 1s drowned and Marcaret goes mad;
the goveranss, whom Undlrne meets on board ship, is reverded

after a herd drab life with a sight of the grave of the man

she loves; Undine's only friemd st the Diemond Flelds, Diogcw.v'
a sensitive child, is parslysed as & result of a beating given
her by her mother. Albert's mistress and the mother of his
ehild, who, we are given to understand, is ennobled by her
love for him, drowns herself when the child dles, and the
other beby in the novel, Undine's by her old husbcnd, dies
too.

The suffering 1s unskilfully contrived: the mache
inery cresaks.

One last word before we leave Undine, The book ;
is hag-ridden by what we might eall the older-woman figure. i

She appears as Undine's unseympathetic mother, as a chenel-

goer, as the governess'e aunt, as the mother of the parsly-
sed child, as Mrs Baappercape. A ilttle younger, she sppears
a8 Albert's cold, foolish wife, and as the dishonest Malay
womsn. And we should not forget the dreadful figure of God,
triupphing over the damned. We shall meet theee egaln.

wTHEw
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11. THE STORY OF AN AFRIGAY FARM

48 esrly as 1876, when An African Farg wss not
yet Tinished and Undine not yet revised, Olive decided
not to publian Qud;ne; and it was not published, in faet,
wi 3l after her deathi. In later years, after asking iHavelook
Ellls to return the manuseript to her so that she could
deatroy it, she seems literally to have lorgotten Undine's
exiltance.' It is possible that she regarded An African
Farm 28 a second and better expression of what she had
been irying to say in Undine. This would accouni. ina
limited sense, for the fact that there is repetition of

Undine material in An Africar Ferm. The scene where the

¢hild Undine llstens to a tleking cloek and is appalled
at the thought that s soul gees to damuation every second
is descrived as an experisnce of Waldo in the second novel.

The scene where Undine openz the Bible for a "sign" and,

disappointed, hurls the book fromw her 18 given s8 autcblo-
graphlcal Tect in tne chapter "Times and Seasons” of Am

African Farm. The san:vness of material goes, however,

beyond mere repetitlon of scenes, and csnnot be sccounted
for by the theory that Oliv~ regarded An Africen Fa ~ a8
Undine rewritten.

Olive intended to call her second novel Mirage,

wi'h the sub-titletA Series of Abortions, and the book is &

record of frastration, & “strlvtng.&nﬁ s striving,and an
anding n nothing?“ The frustration is endured by three
ehildrern -Waldo,Lyndsll and Em~ o whom we &re introduced at
ths neglaniag of the novsl and whose lives we foliow, and by
old Otto,Waldo's father. Olive balieved that these three
ehildren represented facets of her own personality,and pori-
tively identifled them with nerself. It is intecresting to &ee

~whate

I Fcurnal entry quoted in Tronwrignt-Schreiner's Intro-
duetion to Undine, p. 10.

2. Ipid. p. 5f-

3. ek 2 to Au African Farm, by Cronwright~Schrelner,
Pe

4. An F.rm, p. 122.
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what she csuses to happen to the three,bslieving thenm to
be herself. But in & differsnt sense,which will be dise
cussed later,she was indeed writing about herself and for
berself,anl in thia ssnse she 18 ea closely identified with
the unsympatheiis characters as she is with iae symraihetic
ones.

Altt ough Waldo and Lyndall are the centvi. char-
acters,it 1s mcre convenient to begln ocur examination with
another pairt Wuldo's father,old Otto,who is ovirseer on
e ferm belonging to the widow Tant' Sannie, and Bonaparte
Blenkine, sn advsnturer who comes to the farm. These
che-acters are complementary: their rdles are tLose of
vietim and torturer. BEach seems to have beoen crested for
hie role: old Otto to suffer,and Bonaparte tc be the agent
of his suffering.

Otto 1s filled with an unwavering love for the
Redecemer, whose presence has become very real to him. He
lives in the word of Christ: 43 humble,generous,trusting,
without interest in material thinge. To the farm comes
Bonaparte, a penniless, unscrupulous and rot very plausidle
sdventurer. Bonaparte constantly has the Lord's name on
his lipse, and Otto belleves all his sturis2 of misfortune,
Piiying Bonaparte, Otto intercedes with Tant' 3sanie for
him, and gives hiw his own Ded. It is not long before he

has glven Bonaparte his on y hst, hils brandy, his cherw
1shed right to conduct the Sundsy service, and his pest
sult and boots su that Bonaparte shall co.duct the service
fittingly equipped. It is not to Bonaparte only tasat Otto
gives: he makes good losses frow & floeck rather than get
the herdboy into trouble, aud he gives the herdboy's wife,
whom Tant' Sannie has turned out of doors, his soat and some
-food-
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food. All the reciplents of hias gifts Jdeupise him,

gradually Bonaparte b very cosl to Ctto, having
estal..ished himeelf firmly in Tant’ Sa'mie’s good graces.
Pinelly Bousparte zskes mischlefl betwesn Otto and Tant'
Sannle, and Otto is ordered 4o “esve the farzm at once,
wost Of hirc mesgre possessions belng selcz., Having
prepered for his departure, he dies.

In the eyes of the thrice-widowed Tant
Senrnie whyp believes that nhe will marry her, Bonapurte
ecan do no wrong. he ! a power on the fair, and turns
his sttsurion to Wsldo.

Waldo is tne central charscter of An africen
Farm. He 18 an ivazinative and sensitive child, who
undergoes extremely vainful religious experiences. Like
Undine, he listens .. *error to the wateh tickinks he
walts with falth for s sign from heaven, end is dis-
appointedy like Undine he feels that God hates him, and
18 filled with & sense of his own wicke .ness. "He felt
norribly ionely. There was not one thing so wicked ss
he in the whole world, and he knew it. He folded hls
arms and began to ery...z:od his tesrs left scorched marks
whers they 7s1°... ." Then he makes aloud to the veld
the ~unfession of what he has carrised ©*s heart for a
year: "'I hate Godl.....l love Jesus .. tut I nate
godt'" There 15 & terrible finality i the confesslion,
for now his own soul 48 108t for ever. "...I{ was ended
now. Better sc....Better sol But on, the loneliness
and agonlsed paint for that night and for nights on
nights to comes The s 7 ish that sleeps all day on the
heart 1ike & hesvy worm, and wakes up at night to feed,

“Shars sre sorme of us who in sfter yesrs say to

wFate~
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Pate, ‘Now denl i your hardest Dlow......but lst us never
again suffer as we suffered when we vere ehnﬁrm."}"'

¥Waldo reaches s state of complete, unquestioning
falth in and love for Jesus Ohrist, with vhom be ysarms to
be uniled. This faith he loses when he returns to the
farm one day to learn thai bis father is dead. The news
is broken to him in ¢ following msnner. Eager to cee
his father and frienda the ~nild springs off the wagon.
Bonsparte stops him.

"' Good-porning,cy lear boy. Where are you running

to 80 fast with your rosy cheeks?'

" The boy looked up st nim,glad sven to #ee Bonasperts.

"' I am goins L5 the cabin,' he sald out of breath.

"' You won't find thew lo Jusu rov - "2t your good
0ld father,®' said Boraparte.

"' Where i2 he?' zsked the boy.

“' There beyond the camps,' e21d Bonaparte,waving

his hand oratorically towards the stone-walled ostrich cazmps.

%' What's he doing there?’ asked the boy.

" Bomaps:te patted him on the chesi kizdly.

"' We co>uld not k¢up him any more,it was too hot.
We've buried him,my boy,' sald Eonaparte,touching with his
finger tne boy's cheek. 'We couldn't kesp him any more.

He, he, he! ' laughed Bonaparte, as the boy i1led along
the low stone long wal)...?':

Bonaparte continues his sttentions to Waldo. He
trips him up,on one occasion, much to the enjoyment of
oant' Sannlc, and then improves on the joke by tripping him
up sgein,hesdrirst into & pigsty. Wsldo puts all his
time,love and care into the making of & small sheep-
shesring machine. It 1s his dearsst possession. BSesing

it

2e « Ds .
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it one day, Bonapsarte suggests a slight icprovement - and
crushes it bemeath his foot. Waldo's world is magleally
brightened by the dlscovery of some books in the lorft. One
he takes down with Mim, snd At fs selzed by Bonsparte ard

burned by Tant' Sennie. and the loft 1s locked. He goes
one night, plamaing to reach the loft by way of the roof,
&nd then changes his mind. At this stige he fasels, as
Undine felt, that every man's hamd ls agslnst his. Bone
aparte stes nim returning from this expsdition, and rinmding
out that dried peaches are ¥ort inm the loft, tells Taut'
Saunie that Wnldo 1s taking ithe peachies. She gueetions
him about 1t, and Waldo, just es Undire migh® have dona,

says nothing., Bonaparte ties hir up in the fusibhouse, and

leats him until the blood runs, wiil the grestest poseible

enjoyment, and the Bible on his I1iys; %, $he boy." says the
author, "was literally out up."l.

But Bonaprrie’s oy 18 on ths wane. Tant' Hennie
hears him f£1!sting with her wealthy rlecws, ani drives “uia
wate It 42 of course Waldo who gives iz food snd money
ag he is leaving.

#aldo broods and dresms om the fers until he is &
young man, and then he leavea hons Lo sev the world. He
comes back Lo the farm having lost hir horse, amd without
any posseselons, to Jind only Em tiers, for Lyndell has lefi.
As goon as he arrives home, he tliis down to write to Lyadall,
whom he loves, about his sdven.ursu. e has bLeen sxploited,
rabbed, lonely, worked to a peint of utter exhaustion. He
describes in appalling detall tis maltreantmeni of an ox by
the transport-driver for whom he worked. He i# happy to be
backs happy to be in a wor.d that, somevhere, contelns Lyn-
4all. He writes on ard on, un il Em says that 1t is no use

-writing.

T in Africsn Farm. v. 147.
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writing any mere, beecause Lyndall is desd.... In the daye
that follow, Waldo eries in anguish for the abiliiy to belleve
in a Hereafter, where he may s~e Lyndall once again, but he,
es Undine war, 1s comforted by & realisation that there is an
indestructible universal 1ifs, of which he and Lyndall are a
part,

Ep olfers him mcney, a legacy from Lyndall, with
which he can go and study. This he refuses. He dles,
asccepting his lot with tranquillity, aware of the traachery
of the worldy but enjoying ite beauty. The trangquillity is
that of defeat, and his death an escape to be dssired because
"ese if mne lived, the esger striving,passionate heart would
rise agam.zéb"y e

Lyndell represents the "keen analytlcel intelluet”
which, Olive 3aid in a letter to Havelock El“s.a;tood by ber,
“watching ', before her first visit to Englend. She 1s less
a character thar a wmoutlplece for and an acting-out of her
creator’s theories and attl.udes.

As a child she is pretty, cyniecal, intelligent,
determined to get¢ away from the farm and use her assets to
get for herself the materisl things of the world. She has
sufflelent strength of charseter to make Tant' Sannle and
Bonaparte afraid of her. She is proud and does not ever give
these two the satisfaction of sceing that they have hurt her.
She respects Walio, and 1s atteched to him, sltho zh she die~
approves of his metaphyslcal burrowing.

She ie exposed to the same type of humilialion as

& child as Waldo la. Por example, on the nlght the 0ld German
wiBe-

1. 0.5. to Havelook ¥1llis, 10 Dec. 1884, Lett.rs, p. 49 f.
Z. 19 Nov. 1884, 1bid. p. 45.
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18 told to go, she and i sre locked in their rooms. To
Bn'e horror, Lyrdall breaks sli the windowpanes, and attempts
to force the ahutter, but it does not give. 3She .hen sttacks
the shutter with her penknife, the blade of whic., when she
has made some progress, breaks. 8he determines to set fire
4o the shutter, indifferent to the possibility of burning the
house down. There is only one match. She lightes 1t care-
fully, applies it to a piece of paper, and then it, and the
smouldering paper. go out. She goes to bed, but Em flings
herself on the door, calling wildly to be let out.

"' oh, Lyrdall, what are we to do?' she asks.
"Lyndell wiped & drop of blood off the 1ip she had bitten.

' I sm going to sleep,’ she eaid. 'I you like to
81t there and howl tlll‘;xorning, do. Perhaps yw;ng.nd that
1t helpej I never heard ihst rowling helped anyonme.'"”

She manages to get Tant' Samnie to send her to
school. S8he returns at sbout the age of sixteen, beautiful,
and an ardent feminist, In accordance with her desirs to
learn and experlence, she has had sexual relations with a man
whom she has refused to marry, for he was not the grest per-
fect being she was looking for, and she believed that a marr-
texe without perfect love would be, in Olive's words,”s 1life-
leng fornization and prostitution”. 2 Bhe is pregnant.

In the meantime Em has become engaged to Gregory
Rose, an offsalnate petulant young man who 1s the uaw over-
seer on the farm. He falls in love with Lyndall, who asks
him to marry her {for the child's sake), on the understanding
that he aball expect nothing from the marriege. She does
not tell him that she is pregnant. Bhe then writes & cool

letter to her lover, who come? Lo the farm and once agsin
=offerss

2. Totler ~oyd, guoted on p. 225, Life.
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offers to marry her. 3he refuses his offer, but agreen t
g0 sway wits him, unmerriasd. They go away} the broy A8 birn
and dies, and Lyndall becomes very 111. After some time,
Lyndell's strangor leaves her, and she lles dying irn a 1ittle
villagae. There Gregory Rose, who atill worshipa har, finds
her. He dlspgulses himself as & woman and nurses her. She
diea when she is seventeen. Olive Schreiner protested in an
interview with Arthur Symons that the desth was not to be
interpreted as retribution, buti s an episode 2n hunmalty's
battle against the Universe, here, agsinst c‘xiseasel.* In the
end Lyndall) wanted nothing from 1ife except freedor from the
pain which, with the exception of one ocutburst, she has borne
stoleally. Bhe steadfastly refused to marry her lover.

Liks Undine, she is misurderstood; like Undine,
Waldo and Otto, she caunot ksep materlal possessions, ror like
Undine and Walde, sccept them when they are offered to her.

Two charscters remain to be discussed: Tm and Tant'
Sannle.

Fm 13 & simple loving chlli, resdy to sacept what
she e told, snd without a view «f the larger world cutside
the farm. Weldo's snd Lyndall's discussions are incomprehen.
sible to her, dhe 18 one who has glven out mieh love in her
1ife, and she is very happy when Oregory offers his love.
Thie love she luses, and when (regory returns to her after
Lyndelli's cecth, asked by the dying Lyndall %o marry her, she
marries nhlm, it the glory has depsrted.

The study of Tant' Sannle, Em's stepmother, ls,
according to Cronwright-Schreiner, an otjective tud humorous
one, and Olive was of this opinion herself. This is lnter-
esting, becsuse Tant' Sannie is a vicious character. Olive
mocks at some of her weakneeses gently, but the mockery despens
into disgust. She 1s shown as groes, atupid and sensuazl, the

-willing=
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willing zgent of some of Boneparte's machinetions againat
old Otto and Waldo, and anhe clesrly derives sadistle plessurs
irow ¥aldo's dlscomforture.

LR R N R YRR R R

The noteworthy features of Undipe are repeated in
Ap African Farm. The wretched childhoody the painful relig-
lous sxperiences; tue stirong sense of gullt that relention
of the Delty brought; mental anrd physical torments inflloted
on the weakj stupidity and sedlem accompanying religious
fervour; the defeat of great possibllities in Waldo and Lyrdalls

the deliberate rejection by Waldo, Otto and Lyndall of material
goods} death for Lyndall and Waldo, and 1ife emptled of valne
for Bm, and finally, the death of a baby. It i3 the gross
Tani' Sannie who lives on, her desire for & fourth hustand
reslised. Her place is, of course, with the siaister 'older-

woman' figures, whose preaence we noted in Undine.

111 EFBOM MAN 1O MAN.

Not earlier than 1873, and not later than 1875, . B 3
Olive Schreiner began From Man to Man, A large part of
An Africap Farm hsd been written apd Undine comyleted but
not revised. On From Man tc Man Olive worked for ebout forty
yesrs, although the work, sccording tc referemces in her diary

and letters; was gnite far advanced in 1877, and finished,
except “or the “Prelude”, before 1884, probably in 1882,
Thereafter, she cut 1t up, to use her own words, and changed

1t, until: "I don't lmow how to put it together... I would
~givew
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give hundreds of pounds 1° I had never touched 14 and
nublished it just ss it wu.?'u But we shall return %o
the very interesting hictory of the writing of this novel
later.

The theme of.FProm Man to Man is "the story of a
prostitute and of s married womsn who loves another man,
snd whose hesband 1a sensual and unfaitnful.”  Of these
two women, Bertie and Rebaksh, she writes: "Not Lyndsll,
not even Waldo, have been quite so absolutely real to
n...“.. snd elsewhere: "Rebeksh e mef I dan't know whieh
is which any wmore. BPBut Bertie iz me, and Drummond is me,

and all is me... Sometimes I really don’t know whether I

am I or omc of the othera."

The novel opens with a "Prelude™ called "The

Child’s Day", which was written when Olive was thirty-
three. It is clear that she had not yet done with her
shildhood., The child is Rebekah and her experlences are
those of Undine and Waldo. The peinful material 1s, es
1t were, seen from a greater distance, and aeems 1o be

" much more under contrcl. For example, Rebessh talking to
m an imaglnary baby tells 1t not to be afraid of the ticking

cloek: "..don't think it means any of those dreadful

things - 1t doesn'ti® But if the oh1ld's sufferings sre
no longer forced upon our sttentlion, the lack of lovs &nd
understanding in the child's environment le.
Rebekan promises rever to call her {imaginary)
bsby & strenge childtshe herself 1s always belng reproached,
-« longhed

STEE T %o H.E,, 12 Jaly 1834, Letters, ». 8.
2. 0.5, to H.E., 20 Oot. 1884, ere: e
3. 0.8, to H.E., an. 1690 pid, p. 175.

3
4. 0.5, to H.E., 24 Jan. 1835, ibid. p. 129.
5. Foow Man to Man, p. 17
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laughed at and neglected: "It hurt her so that they

talked of mr." Ghe wighes, as Undine wished, that she
ware dead. Her favourite sto~y is that of a boy who hsd
no-on¢ Lo love hia axcept his pilg, and in hsr fantasies
wild anlwasls aye kind to her. &he has, on on? osession,
vhe sensation that she is filled with"sbandoned wicked-

N

which she does rot reslise 1s dead. She differs from the

ness 8he lsvishes love on the corpse of a new-bora daby,
ehildren in Olive's other novels in her strong maternsl
feelinugs.

Rerekah grows into s hizhly intelligent womsn,2
student of nature, and s grest reader. She warries s
stupid sensuelist who le fraquently unfaithful to her. She
truates him completely,.tut proofs of his infidslities are
forced upon her. She writes him a 1.6,000-word letter {which
he doesn't read) in which she tells him what she has found
out and reproaches him. It appears that she hss previcus-
1y oftered him 2 divorce, 80 that he may marry Mrs Drummond,
their ne.gibour and one of his first mistresses. When
she made thls offer she was joyful,she says,at being able
$o help him enter into an 1cesl relstionship. When she
discovers thet he hes oth:r mistresses,including # gocrte
fourteenyear-old schoolgirl and their coloursd servant,zhs
reluctantly comes to the conclusion that none of these
‘affairs' represents sn ideal relstionship, and she there-
fore gives him the cholce between divorce and living in
the same house without any sort of close relatlonshilp
betwesn them.

When he refuses to read the letter she talks to
nim sbout the matter in sn sgony of grief and seli-sbasement.
Where Undine once writhed 1ilxe a orushed worm,Rsbekan covers
iike & stricien dog. Frank is put out about her discoveries,

“but-

~EXY ¢ Ps 5.
2. Ibid. pe 32,
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but hapes sbe "will come to her senses®, He will not agree
to a dlﬁme, biecsuse that would leave hor as free to marry
a8 1t leaves kim, and 1t 18 'Impure' for her even to think of
remarrying.

8oon after this episode, Rebakah almost dles ir
ehild-birth, and Frank expeviences a psng, in a scene laden
wit!i\f you' ll-be~gorry-when~-sh' s-dead' feeling.

Rebekah stays on in the house, studing fossils and
lookiug after her four sons and the oolcured matd's child by
Fraok.

Bertie, Hebekah's younger sister, is besutiful,
kind, good and stupid. She is seduced by & tutor when she is
very younge. Some ysarsz later shs hecomes eigaged to a man she
loves, anl she tells him the story of the ssduction. He turns
from her in disgust. She leaves ths farm, snd stays with
Rebekali, 8he is courted Ty many men. Through the activities
of two mwischief.makers, Mrs Drummond and the wife of her ox-—ria.nec',
the story of her seductlon vecomes ¥nown, and she leaves Rebekal's
house to stay with an aunt in an up-country village. The story
pursues her thers, and rather than go back to her family, ehe
goes with a rich elderly Jew to London. At first she is fas-
ainsted by the lweury of her surroundings, but she soon becomes
apathetic and melsncholy. Taken to & threatre, shs weeps wildly
for the exposed limbs of the chorus-girls; given some kittens
ahe pours oul on them the love of frustrated motherhood. Her
companions are Martha, the Jew's houseleeper, who hatsa her, and
Iseac, Marths's son, s half.wltted boy who sdores her.

“artha contrives to have her driven out of the
house, by meking it sppear that she is having an affair with the
Jew's handsome cousin. Utterly destitute, she 1s befriended

by~
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by Isaac, who finds ludgings for her. He comes a 1ittle later
to give her s 1life~time's savings, but she has gone off with
the handsome cousin, whom she does not parilcoularly iike.

The story goes back to Rebekah, whose main interest
in 13f» 1¢ to find Bertle, the Last newe of whom was that she
wag in a8 brothel in 8oho.

8he meots Mr Drumasond, husband of t.sir neighbbour.
He has bawn away from home for many yesre. He offers to help
her Tind Fertlie, whose lsugh she thinks she nhas heard in a Cape
Town strect, She and he are obvionsly ideally suited tc cne
snother, but thelir principles do not allow of an intimate relst-
lonship between them.

There the novel onds. Cronwright~Schreliner tells
us that Oilve had planned that Bertle should be found dying in
a brothel in Simen's Town. Rebekah loaves Frank and lives at
Met jesfontein with her ohlldren.

In addition to the etory and the characters who set
thet story out, From Man to Man contains the expression of Olive's
views on goclety, politice, art., Lyndell's expression of Olive's
views on the 'woman' question, and tha star's discourse to Undine
on the indestructibility of matter occupy reiatively little of
An Alrican Farm aid Updine. Rebekah takes the Universe &s her
provincs, tnd her dlgcussions with .ersslf, her children and MNr
Drummord, occupy almust one-fifth of the novel, while her letter
to FPrank, in which Olive expresses strongly-felt views on the

man-woman relationship, occeupies more than one-tenth of ths novel.
P T T TR T

The resurrence of the painful chlldhood material

of An African Farm and Undine has been referred to. We noted

~that-
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that Olive had not got sway from it at thirty-three: at
fifty-eight she expressed anxlety lest people should
think the "Prelude” a "made up thing®, and nottreal®.

The two sentral characters are msds to suffer,
‘sbekah 18 constantly humilisted by her rueband's un~-
fajthfulness, snd when an ideal companionshlp offers she
cannot accebt it. Bhe is often 111, and twice almost
dies in child-Uirth. Bertle, hounded by soclety, lives
and dies horrivly. Minor sympathetie characters saeri-
fice, or attempt to sacrifice, meterial goods. One of
these -ihe good Issac- 1s nelf-witted, and loses, under
eircumstances mort distressing to him, the object of his
adorution. He has a detestable mother.

To the Hags' g#'lery we may add almoet al" the
minor female characters in the bock. Least objectionable
of these women 18 the "little mother”, who is kind, but
stupid and inclired to whine. There 18 the harsh old
Ayah, who seems to repent lste in the story; Veroniea
and Mrs Drummond, agents of Bertie's suffering; Bertie's
asunt znd Martha, Tsaac's mother, who cerry on where
Veronica and Mrs Drummond leave off. Our survey or the
portreits of the hags in the gallery 18 not complete
until we look at the blank walls opposite. Waldo, Lyndall

snd Em, Henry and Albert Blair, and Diogenes, have Lo

mothers. Undine's mother, actively nesty Lo her when
she i3 e child, fades out of the pioture when Undine is
s5t1ll very youngs Rebekah and Bertie have a mother, but
as comforter and protector she does not exlst.

There 18 & new cheracter, the sensusl male. His
appearance has been foreshadowed by Albert Blair in Undine.

~Ho~

1738, T6 ¥re Francis Smiih, 1918, Letiers, p. 358+
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He sppesrs in From ¥ap to Man as the tutor who seduces
Bertie and runs avay, and as Frenk, who makes B mooks
ery of Rebekah’s marrisge. In the packground of
Bertie's life are thousands of shadowy creatures who
consort witbh prostitutes,

seremcastertrvatsnnenar

This 18 the novel on which Olive Schreiner
spent some of her youth snd much of her maturity and
0ld age, and which she falled to finish toc her satis-
Taction. If this brief sccount of its four-hundred

and 8lxty pages gives ibe reader the lmpression ihat
this 18 8 poor novel, that impression is not far off
the truth. The power and the glory have not been

lost in the process of condensstiont they are lacking
in the novel iteelf, only one part of which, the "Pre-
lude®, 1s good. Olive herself often doubted the book's
worthf‘

Kor should it %e thought that Olive revised
m this hook ir a desultory fashion. Over thie novel her
brain, to ise her own phrase, shed blood. "And what,after

45 T

Y. Fhome of us wno admirs Olive Schreiner shoull not
pretend that her geese were swens. When Vers Buchanan-
Gould, in her blography of Ollve Schreiner, apeaks
sbout "supremely subtle psychological truth" in con-
nection with part of , any reader of may
well ralse s doubtful eyebrow. But what 1s ]
make of her judgment that Fros B 1s "soul-
shaking tragedy"? (N 3 » Ps 208). Nlive'a
comment on George San app s perhaps, to
herself: she was greater than her work.

2, Bee,for example, 0.3, to 8.0.C.8., 25 Feb., and 23 May
1907, Latters, p. 264 and p. 263f.
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all,” she sskes in 1886, "is my wor.. worth that I should
. «otorture myself iike thist”

In this yesr she wonders, despairingly, if the
novel will esver be finirheds by 1907 she is writing:
"Oh, I wish I could gs’ ay book dons before I Lllc".‘ e
hope she repssts 1n 1909, but thrse years later she has
spparently glven up writing, ard in 1913 she sava: “..It
1sn't the pain and weakness one minds, it's the not being
sble to work. My one anwael especially I would have liked
60 to finish.” These references are a few of many: the
later ones ere marked by a ssense of urgency &8 tize passes
and progress iz slow.

Here was more than a wish tc finlsh a novel.
She felt compelled tc zo on working at it. In 1887 she
writes: "..the story leads me, not I 1t, and I guess it's
more 1ikely to make an end of me than I am ever tc make
an e.d of it'.e. A year lster she refers to an impulse
that "g!_x_glgg;&:ar on. Rineteen years later she writsst
*...I know I have oniy tried to glve expresslon Lo what
was absoluteiy forced on me, that I have not zade up one
line for the sake of making 1t up",' and in the same
year: "It may not be any goodj vut I feel I have to do
1t. I used to feel I couldn't die t1ll it was done} that
fate wouldn't let 1t be. Now I know that anyihing muy

bes you trust and hope for years, but things pever come.”

This is the work of which sha says: "I love 1t

~ 0T
7. 6.8, to H.E., 2?1 l'ay, gturs, Pe .
2. 0.3, to 3.C. Oronwright-Seureiner, . May, ibid. p. 268.
3, 0.5. to Emily Hobhouse, March, ibid. p. 321.
4. ©.3. to H.E., 18 Dee., ibid. p. 125.
&, 0.8. to H.E,, 10 April 1888, ibid. . 134.
. 0.8, to 8.0. 0.5., 25 Feb. 1307, ibid, p. 264.
T, 0.8. to 5.C.2.8., 23 May, 1bid. p. 2681,
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more than I love anything in the world, more than any
place or person”; "4n vwhich she must "say everything I
went to ssy"y E.it is to be the justification of her life,
and unless 1t 18 finished she will feel that she has
wasted her liife and "done nothing of good for any human
cresture”. The 'good' the novel is to do 1s to brimg
somfort to vwomen who have suff~. :. as Bertle and Rebeksh
suffer; lts artistic value i& of zecond- ry lmportance. in
thle connection she ssaid that she belleved that the more
she worked on her "first crude conceptlons” vhe less they
we:ame 'art', 4

Her avowed oblect in writing the bock 1s incon~
sistent with her frequent assertions that she i1d not write
to be read, that publishi i was, in fact, abhorrent to hes.
Of the publlcatlion of From Man to Man zhe wrote to Ellls:
"(my desire is) to express myself, for nyself and to my-
self alone... The thought that hundreds and thousands will
read my work does affect and kindle me, not beceuse I wish
to teach them, but because, terrible as it is to show them
my wurk at all, the thought of throwing it to thesm o be
trodden underfoct is double desecration of it. I'm almost
beginnirg to Late my Preludé?gecauae three or four people
hsve looked at it, and ifmany more do I shall throw it into
the fire. The boet storles and dAresms I have ' .d, nothing
would induce me to write at all because I couldn’t bear auy
person to read them. Tt's not a new development.... as
a child, if Will or anyone got hold of a scrap I'd written,

- f-

1. 0.8. to H.E., L1 April, 1889, ters, 161.
3 6.8, to H.E., 6 Nov., 1890, jorpeteres ot
3. 0.8, to 8.0.8.8. 25 Fst., 1907, ibid. p. 264.
4. 0.5, to H.E., 14 May. 1886, ibid. p. 99.
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I tore up the whole thing &t onse. It was lik.;k.nztl

in my heart today whem I saw in African Farm stuck up

in & window, I get to louthe it when I think‘:hw nany
pecple have read 1t. Do you think I could write Bartie's
death-acens, 1o you think I could show the inmost workings

of Rebekah's heart, if I roalised that anyone woiuld ever

resd 1t? If 3od were to put me alone on a star and eay

ey I and the star should be burnt up at last and nothing

be laft, I should meke stories all the time just the same...
1.

I ¥now what I know...”

Twenty~Tour years later she writes: "... I think

one 18 4driven to wrliting; the propelling force which makes

811 true artists write who do not write elther for wealth
or fame, is the feeling that suv and s0 only can they express
their inward self, tne real gelf ti.t lives always in lone-
11ncsa.!‘< 2

Tnere is no doubt that she did wriie From Man to

¥an, as she wrote almost everything else, to express her-

galf, for herself, and to herself alone; that she wes
graprling in thie novel, as she had graprled in Updipe snd
An Afrinan Farm, with the forces ot her own personality.
our atudy of the threc novels glves us some ideas of what

she was trying to sxpress. ¥e cannot dismise the themes

af the two sarly novels as the outpourings of unhappy youth.
She 414 not outgrow them: they occupy her into late middle g i
age, anl are abandoned only when she abandcns writing sltoe ;

g ther. The main cheme i1s the theme of punishment, and

the offander seems to be & ohlld.

wle

1. 0.8. to H.E., 5 April. 1889, Letters, p. 160.
2. 6.8, to 5.0.0.8., 27 Mareh. N 1y re 1T TRAPRRS T
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T would ke to sey somsthing which is, perhaps,
obvious. - The writer ie omnipotent: within the limite
impeoeed by ihe needs of his own personality he can do with
his charecters what he will. Olive could heve comforted
those frightened children, rrotected those tortured youn;
women, ravarded the good old Otio. Instesd she frustrated
and punished them. By a fine turn of the screw she
endowed them well. The girls, for exemple, have besuty,
intelligence, cheracter.

BEven if we do not accept Olive's 1dentificatinn
of thess frustrated charscters with herself, 1t 12 cleer
that they are very like herself. or what she imagined her-
self to be, snd I mek the reader to sccept the suggestion
that she was punishing herself.

if, nowsver, she herself was the accused, she was
alzo prosecutor, judge, and agent of punishment.

With what offence wa: this wretched cnild caarged?

It is “ime indred that & counsel for the defence

way admitted to this iniguitous court.

verratress At




Part 11,

IR NOMAY

"Ferhiaps 1f I epould intellectually undsretand
it all, 1t wouldn't te so hard to bear ...

latsers.
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gf har wrlting Olive sald that the batils was
a1l within, 'm our study »f the ihrase novels sugpests
somsthing of the nature of this confliet, But writing
was only one of the ways in which ehelbehavsd'. Wnat
doas the rest of her behaviour suggest?

From the time we nave cny desoription &t length
of 1t, her behaviour was nsurotict she 414 not ssem sble
to desl appropriastely with her environment, and her bee

haviour did not seem to result in saiisfaction of her needs.

She .uffered from almoet chronlc depresaion
arnd from sattucxe of ncute grief, in situstions which

often did not call f~r a response of grisf or depression.

8he frequently contemplated sulclds. From about the
age of seventeen she was sublect to attacks of bronchiasl
asthma, & malady closely bound up with emotlional dise-

turbances. Her relationships with people, espeacially

with women, were on thie whole unsatisfactory and very
often cnsracterized by marked hostilitiy on her part or
\

a feeling that she was belng persecuted. Well~loved by :

many friends, she showed to the snd of heyr days s
eraving for love. BShe was preoccurlied with suffering,

. her own and that of other people. She did not reem able
to shake off the events of her ch!ldhood and the feeling,
engsndered by that unhapry period, thsat she wes 1ll-

used, She herself was often puzzled by her behaviour.

The reader can declide for himself whether this

deseription is accurate. The following extiracis from

her journsle and letters 1llustrate her moods of de-

pression, They cover a pericd of sbout forty-five yesars,

beginning &t the years of middle adolemcence, and they ar¢
only a few of many expressions of these moods. At
seventeen whe demcribes hsrself ss "anxious, miserable

and dlstracted”, snd s journal sntry for the same vesr

1. Yournal entry, guoted in Life, p. 179,
2. 0.8. to Eatie Findlay, 6 April, 1872, Findlay letters.
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year runs: "It is all dark, dart, nc hope, none, wish for
nothing...waking in the morning 1& hell.® at eightesn:
"I sm dm»dm—&m.g- At nineteent "I have not wished
to dle for a long tlme, but somechow I do today.”- Four
years laters "Do you know I get so tired sometimez I wish
it were all over and yet at others there 1s such & clinging
to Jifs. 1 wish when I was two hours old the murse had
tled 2 garter round my neck, ihen I would never have known
the peln of living, n¢ v have known the pain of dylng..."-
For the firet three years of ner [irst visit to Englend
(1881-1886) she cried avery night, she sald?. At thirty
she writest "Ipm only by a fierce endeavour holding down
all the 0ld madness and micery snd sanguish that lies sleep-
inz in my heart, ready to leap up the moment @y nuwer to
nold it down goea..."‘ At thirty-one: "I wish I were deed,”
and st thirty-two: “I have been working in great mental
agony...Sometimes I get..practicelly blind...and then
small external things crush me.“. In the following year
she cries that she is hunted to death, and:"If it goes on
2 little more I will ¥111 zyseif......1've borne now for
four and thirty years alone......I will try vo finish &y
book snd then I will kill ryseif.....Oh, Harry, why didn't
my mothsr put a garter round my neck the day I was born®...
the nidden agony of my life no numan belng understands..e.
you are not cut off from your rellowa."‘ At thirty-Tive
she describes how, sitting reading Ruskin in the veld,
ahe begen to ery: "not guletly, but in a wild convulsed
agony..." She aays tha" she wes pot aware of belng
~unhBappy -

T Journal quoted 1in s Pe BG.

2. Journsl guoted 1bid. p. 93.

3, Jourral guoted ibid. p. 102.

4. 0.8, to Mra Cawood, 27 Dec. 1878, terg, p.6.
5. 0.8. to H.E., 27 Oct. 1884, 1bid. pg, i35,

&. 0.3. to H.E., 30 Juus 1835, ibid. p. T5.

T+ 0.8, to H.Ee, 31 Masy 183%,\: ibid. p. 101.

8. 0.8. tn H.E., 27 Jon. 1885, 1vid. p. 130.

9. 0.8. to H.E., 18 March 1889, 1bid. p. 157L.
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uphappy st the time, snd that it was st if some terrihle
things, gquite beyond the range of my gons-ious somselouspnass,
were affecting mnfctzl. These attacxs of crying, according
to her husbsnd, were common:”..she would wake up in these
states,” he writes. "I remember one night at Middelburg
heering her heart-rending wall, & longgsustained moan of
desolatlon and lnexpres:ible angulish, unconscious and uncon-
tr.ited, making one's blood almost run cold; 1t was the most
harrawing and desolete cry I have ever heard."g' And so the
distreesing revelation goes on. The Boer War had csused her
the greatest misery: the Grest VWar finds her once mors cut
off from her fellowe, and wishing to die. She cannot writa,
becsuse "there 1s nosone left to write to.\” ’ "I eculd
bear all in my personal 1ife, If it wesn't for thls exhibi-
tion of whst humanity 1s..I have alwsys loved humanity. .:

now & grest cry comes into my nesrt: Why deoesn't God take
4.

up & apoage ard sop us all up..” In the next year she

grieves over a wasted life in which everytuing wes against
P

£,

.

ner, and is suicidal once more.
Her depresaions wers fraguently accompanied by

aathmatic atiacks. Over and over she describes the

“terr.ble wild mgony” of the attacks, the strugele for bresth,

the feellng 'that“you were #11 just nerves at their hizhest
atate of tension and that annther turn ard they would break.
You feel you must blte your hand or imock your head t11l 1t
bresks...It's 8 pnyslcsl feeling, not mental at all, though

7

1t seems to affeect the mind most.”

- It has.

{7078, to H.E., 17 Yune 1890, Letters, p.in6r.
2. Life, p. 249.

%, B.5. to 8.0.C.8., late 1914, Letters.,p. 343f.
4. 0.5. to H.E., 14 Des. 1914, 1BIA.p.345.

5. 0.5. to Mrs. Francis Smith, 1915, 1bid,.p.348.
§. 0.5. to H.E., 30 Aprll 1915, 1bid. p. 351.
7. 5.8. to K.E., 26 April 1785, ibid.p.71.
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it has oesn pointed ocut taat the respiratory
system 1s influenced by the state of our emotlons. "Nhen
we are frightened we ‘catch our breath', and under cer-
tsin other emotlonal circumstances we breathe deeply. A
feeling of & 'weight on tnhe chest' 1s a frequent symbolie
representation that the patient has 'a load on hie mind'...
A welighv on the chest 1s a freguent symptom accompanyling
the nocturnal snxiety atisck. Many attucks Of bronchisl
asthma sre precedsd by an anxiety dream.}. In an article
in the British Medicsl Journal R.D. Gillesple says that
"an idea may become the affective stimulus which elicits
the aathmatlic response just sa& much as pollen or horese-
helr®, snd that ', sychologleal factors' cen not only
elicit attscke but can also act im & continuous fashion
to produce a state of tension which every now snd then
got to a pitch of ‘explosion' in a paroxyem of asthnn?'

These ~itulmerits sre borne out by the in—asti.

zations of Deutsch, Dunbar, Alexander, French and many

others. The investigatlions of French sugrest that “..the
osthoa cttack 1s really a sort of eguivalent of a cry of
anxiet’ or rage which has been inhibitsd end repricsed.
For some resson, in the situstlon which produced the
attack the child was unable to cry..."' Investigaiore
more conasrvative than thess also relate some cases of
asthos to emotional dleturbancﬁl?- "Povchosomatic” ine-
vestigaters relate asthma specifically o an unsatis- : 1
fsctory pesrent-child relationship.

he dute of Olive's first asthmatlc attack amd

the circumstances ir walch it occurred are not known with
-8y~
Tasonosomatic Wellgine, p. 503

T, Velds and Engiish,
2. Quoted 1b3d. p. 631
3. Tbid. p. 933,

4. Ses,for example,fay ine, ed.
E.fN,.Warner,i2th edit §gg, ed;
Donald Peterson an& Alen uoncrio on,p. 1855

.3, Ath o4
ceoil, p. 481,
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sny certainty,shs herselfl giving two different sccounte
of it.Her husband belleved one of them: thut 1t took
place somevwhere between 1870 and November, 1872,after a
loag eoach-inurney during which she was exposed to damp and
fratigue. On this occrelon she was travellling with two
older women, who, she lelt, negiectsd her. iIn view of
French's suggestion it is tempting to belleve tre other:
nemely,that 1t took place after another cosch-journey in
November,I875. Olive wes travelling from Kimberley to
Fragerburg, where ghe was to stay with an oller sister,
Alice. The journey lszsted four days, she told Havelock
Ellts, during which itime she ate nolhing becauss #he had
no money to buy food. A fellow-passenger offered her a
biseulit, whiech she tooz but wes unable to swallow. When
she reached Alice's howme,she felt herself very coclly
received, and,by way of protest, rushed outside and flumg
nerself on the ground.When she took her first mouthful of
food,she experienced the "horrible agony” in the -hest
Jor the first tlne.l

Olive hersslfl belleved tuat her mental and phys-
1eal disturbances were closely related. In 1884 she writes
to Ellis: "Harry, what does make me fesl like this? It's
a much my mind as my body..." ) In the same yesr she says
thet she will never have mental or physical health as long
a8 she 18 dependent on anyone, 'and in the followlng year
she writes: "My chest is getting woree..now my legs are bsd,
Oh,it 1sn't my chest,it isn't my legs, it's I myself,my
11fe. VWhere shsll I go, what shall I do?" ' She very
often used metaphors of bodily processes to express ztates
of mind, For example,she frequently compiains thet she 1s

:blﬂeding.

1.6.5. to H. z..m.s ‘Lettera,p. 55200, 90,01,94,Life.
2.5 dapt..Let

3.0.5. te A, ES.", 4 or’ 1884,1b1a. p.46.
4.0.8. to E.G., o8 Jon. 1835. 1b1d. p.5i.
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"pleeding to des.h, or that her brain "sheds blood®.

Her husban. flescribes ner as suspleious of people,
end inclined to misunderstaznd them. She moved often,
mostly because she fslt that s chamoge of plice would re-
lieve her sethma, but slso bascsuse people “got on her nerves®,
She resigned from an Enfranchisement cf Women Committee
vecause she could not get on with felicw omittn-gambn-a.

Her relationships witl ' ow.d were marksdly ambi-
valent., At “hiriy-two she feels that hor 1ife is wasted for
want of solitude, because a woman, "Mp", wants to go where
ahe gosfs.‘ She refere to "terrible experiences” she has
had with various women. The burden of her complairt is
that they make demsnds on her, ask for 'nfax‘ hulpt they a.x:a
"¥killing" her, she 1s "ba.nkrupt...dying.i‘ In 1837 she
writest "Perhaps thls time next year I shall pass whole
nours without thinaing of Mra. -. That would be heavan...".
*n the following vour she vritest "I care only that my
lonthing for humanity should not be increased. more
sspecially for womsn".. and a few months Jater: "These
women £re killing me. Gives my love to Loule, but I don't
want to ses her or any other woman., I want to live alol
alone, aslone. I don't say the fault 1s not in myself, but
they are doing it 21l the same. When I am in Italy I
needn't open any letters ‘iey write me... I wonder ir I
shall ever come back to Enpland smong these women agsin.
One must die at last.. Oh, plesse see that they bury me in
& place where tlhere are ro woman.':,". In tne same year she
writea: "Ti there bs one soul you cannot love then you're
lost..,". snd four days latert "I love Mre. -. I'm going
to begin loving gveryone aga&n.". In the letter in whileh
she pomplains sbout being hunted to desth, from which ve

~have-
AT E Tt 32 B e Letiers, p. 11f.
3, 0.5. to H.E., 25 Dec., 1ibid. p. lcb.
4. 0.5. to H.E., 5 June 1888, 1ibid. p. 136,
5. 0.8. to H.E., 3 Oct. 1888, ibid. p. 142,

3. 0.5, to H.E., 3 Nov. 1888, ibld. p. 145%.
7e oia. to H.E., T Nov. 1888, ipid. p. 148.




(=3)

bgve slresdy quoted, she says: "I never told you the
crusl things Mre.-- seid to ze when she cams to see ume
11 Londons. it was thet broke me Gown 80...7 The context
of thle etatement will be discussed later. In 1910 she
wrote that no blographer of hers would ever understand
the 'ovamastaring m“ she felt for some pecple.
Bhe sald that she left Englend in 1889 mainly to oscape
one woman. "I Jjuet want.....never to remember that God
node them.t

Throughout the periods she spent in Englend,she
was persecuted by landladies: they swoop through the
Letters like avenging furles. If it were not for her
difficulties with other women, one would eccept them as
she dessrihes them -old harridans, &ll-~ but as it 1is,
one wonders. Her accounts ¢f her d1fficultier with
lsndlords and landladies during the Great War, becsause of
her German neme, are not suspect in the ¢ ve wa¥y.

On the other hand, speaking of her baby
sister Ellle, who died when Olive wae nlne, she sayst

i\,bu.’- S

".,..my great love for women and girls...comes fromAhsr."
The women carrylng on the franshlse fight are “those
dear women". She swems to have had some very close
women friends, vnd of course spent muech of her life and
energy flghting to lmprove the positlon of women. Her
apperently sonflieting attitudes she attempts to explaim
as follows: "You would have to know how much I bave
loved women, and how much they are to me, to reallise
how gome women oan hurt me. It's only the things you
love can really touch you and agonise you. If I .1dn't
care for women eo much, I wouldn't sind "

~There-

T B T K., v Warch 1839, Lgttggs. De 158,

2. 0.8, to Mrs Prencle Smith, 12 G. 4910, ibid. p. 297.
%, 0.5. to Mrs Francis Bmith, 22 Oct. 1907, ivid. p. 274.
4. 0.8, to 5.C€.C.8,.,25 and 26 May 1907, 1bid. p. 269,
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There is & suggestion of some sort of difficulty
in her relati-nshlps with men, too. Although shos wes &
very athr#ctivo girl and woman, and sdmired by many men,

she did not mwarry ant,l she was nearliy forty. To one of

thess men, Haveluek Ellisz, she was deeply sttachad for very
m&ny yesrs., She refused Yo marry him, avpasrently bercsuse
she fslt some shrinking fros the physicrl reletionship. ’
"I ean't marry,” she ories in distress in 1886.2' ve do
not W0.owW why the early love-sf{alr with Julius Zsar, of
wiich Versa Buchanan-Gould makes much, came to nothing -
Dlive refused to discuss it ~3-but it is just sz likely
thi:t she out sn end to 1t ss tnwt he 414,

Her svoldance of marrisge becomes significant
in the llght of the trestment marviege recelves in the
novels., The sympathetlc clisracters elther do not marry,
or marry and ere very unhapny. Trnis 18 true not only of
the central characters, Undine, Walde, Lyudsll, Rebekah
and Bertie: one thinks of tihe governesz Undine meets,
prevented from rarrying the men she loves; of Aunt
Margaret oreparing for a wed!ing wiilch does not take
risca; of ¥m, married to s man who 1s in love with the
dasd Lyndall; of Drummond, wnose marrisge 1s as unhappy

as Rebekan's. The storles A4 FPolley in Favour of Protection

and The Buddnist Priest’s Wife, and tho sllegory IB.JLI§£:
off Land sre vsristions on the theme of love renounced. ’
Together with what msy be called & negstive
attitude tn sex went & vary grest latorest in sex-matlers Q
; generally, ae “er publlshed works show. She refers often i

: - - to «

T Ees LeiLers, O.8. to H.B.:120 July,1984 n.3615 ROV.1084,0.44

18 (Znd i'ti'ﬂ) and 19 Aue.188%,p.79; &nd Ky Life by Havelook
21lis,p. 185f. !
0.5., %0 H.Ea, 3 Jan., Letiers, p.90. See also 1bid.p.92f.
Rebokah to Eestle Findley,d8 Nov.1872, Findlay lettere.
"y will say that I mske 81l my stories end by the 1deal per-
sane remaining ummerrled,” she writes to her msband of sre of
1er stories.(Letter gquoted ».24¢ Life.).

PR

P AT E]




£% I g

I

BT R

(1)

to & moruveatal sex<book, on which she sald she avaﬁt rany
yeurs of her 1ife, and which she clalmed hed Leen ’ystroyed
Zuring the Boer War. Women and Labour rcprsgented,she ssid,
only a fragumentary remembrance of this wcrk..cm snother

She hadt Brown
ccoesion she sald that,the sex-book sd whnouy MMeBR into

2e
& short story,fhe Buddhist Priest's Wife. In her Lus' .d's

opinion the book was not destroyed: it simply 414 not exist.
8he frequently expresses a wish to be alone,but no
less often a feeling that she was alonse,’cut off' from her
fellows,severed from humans and . .an 1ife, "agalvet the
stresm’. One remembers Undine: "Would 4t be 8o¢,wherever
she might go,thet her hand should be sagaulinst every men,snd
every man's hand agalnst hers?”’ In politicsl strugsles
ahe was always o2 the unpovular side,but this feeling of
being cut off 1s characterlistic cf her from an eurly age.
It seems to be closely rolated to two things. The
riyvat Lis some sort of ¢ifficulty she experienced in eating
in front of stranzers ,together with sowewhal obscure
allegations made about her br strangers. The other is
what 1e called her "overvhelmimg" serse of sin frum whieh
she sald she had bevn released when she read Wilhelm
w?'me twe are linked in the letter to E'1is from
Mentone in 1889,frow which we ;mve qunted before,snd whieh
should now perheps be glven more fully. She 1s at her
most wretchsd.

"Ycu remember,” she writes, "that long ago I told
you how, nearly twenty years apo, when I was at Cordresht,
I had such & herror of eating before people,l couldn't,snd
how I used to have to eat slione,and how it kep’ on,and X
told you what uniklnd untrue things they said about 1t. well,
there cume sume people here...from the Cape...or they knew

-people-

% , Introduciion.
2.5.8. B0 W.T.5tead, undated 1390, Letlrers, p. 193.
3.Interview with Arthur Symops, nuoted Life, p. 187,
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people there, spd they have bsen talking to all the people
at the hotel sbout it. They are low, rough people, you
inow the ¥ind I mean, and they have heaps of money. They
81t snd Jear st me at the tdble. The man with one eye
calls out soross the tadle and ssks Lf that young lady can
tell what the word pickpocket meanz, and then everyonse
laughe. Even the servante won't say "good-day" to me any
wore., Only one prostitute, to whom I've been kind, speaks
to me .... I'W hunted to death. If I atayed hers a little
time longer I must die, 1 am going to Florence. My cough
is bad and I feel 830 weak thsat it has taken me 11 day to
think clesrly enough to write this, kettasw Harry, the
world isn't fair, I haven't sinned a0 much more than other
people to be hunted dewn so. If it goes on & little more
I will k3111 myself. I wouldn't 17 I thought my reason
would stay, but I know 1 can't bear much more. Oh, I've
veen so desolate =il my life, Harry, 1've never had s hone,
1've never had anyoiie to take care of me like other glicls
hava. 1 wss thrown out on the world when I was o!.oni:
and even before thet I hadn't a rasl home. On, you,
who've never tasn turned out of a houss, don'. know what
it 1s. Long azo I could bear, but now I can't any mor®...
Oh, Harry, if you knew how helpless 2 womsn (18)s I've
Borne now for four and thirty years alone ... 800n the bell
w11l ring and I mus. go down to that room full of human
oreatures, 1 am many years oldsr when I come out than
when . coae in. I dare not sty away. Twice I have.
1 must seem to feel nothing ... I will try to finish my book.
and then I will kill mysslf....They surely wouldn't try to
nunt 8 human ereature down if they Xnew what it was . Hérry,
-I've -

T, B¢ Gelow pp. 38 and 5L,
2. from Man to Men,
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I'vo nover willingly burt 8 human being...why didn't my
wother put & garter round my neck the day I was borm? I

am a8 fine genius, & celebrity, and tomorrow all these people
would tresd me under their feet. I can’t go back to Africa,
they will torture me tos wuch. I want to go somewhere
where Lo one knows me. It's herder than 1f the thinge

were true, 1t's 80 cruel. I never told you the aruel things

¥rsy -« sald to me..3 1t was thst broke me down so.. Hesd

wy Prelude and tell me whot vou think of 1t. Harry, i1 1
could be alone I would fi: 1 my bouk, and then when 1t was
done I could die..BEveryone will say again I am wandering
withosut & motive. 1 hava never Mﬂ wil.out a motives
the hidden sgony of my 1ife no human beinz understands.
Harry, you are young and fresh; you will marry and find love;
you are not 2ut off from your fellows. Oh, this fame 1s
B0 terrible, T shrink from it so... t
Her craving for love and affection is expressed
over and over agsin. 3he comments on people's kindness
and unkindnass Lo her :*#1've nst hed an unkind word oc
look from anyone;)ﬁﬁdz“Excapt..will...I'va not nad anyone
say anything gentle to me since I left England. " ) On the
one hand this preotcupetion with love, and its obverse, the
avoldance of inflicting suffering 18 exalted into & zimi of
religion: “..every little uLit of suman love 18 lle &
precious Ybit of gold{"?' "Harry, now can I write herdly
in iy books when I know how all-importsni love and sympathy
are, 11fe seems determinad to keep 1mprésaing that on me
until it scoils me as an srtlst. ¥y Teeling 1s that there
18 uothing in life but refraining from hLurtine others, snd

comforting those that are sad. what kind of feeling ls

- Lthat -

1. ﬁti@r:; r. 151 11.
a.‘ to Mrs, Cewood, 27 Dec.1B878,1bild.p.6.

;
30, s.rug:
ALetisrs, £. 151 1.
4.0.5.5 ARELERRL Bo o ood, 27 Dec.1813,1bid.p.5.
0.5, to H.E., 12 ¥ey 1890, 1bid. p.185.




ihat for sn srtiet to be marrowsd down o In 1913 she
writes: "One oclings to the thought that one hasn't willingly
consented to (the infliction of mental or physical pain)

as s drowning man clings to & strawﬁ., and in the second-~

lest year of her 1ifet™..I know more and more certainly

that nothing matters much in life but love and & great pity
for our fellows. We in this world full of agony and
torture and wrong have to bring into seing the only God

we Bhall ever know, by lovs and plty.“. In the last year
of her life she wrotei "Life 1s so short there is no time
for anything out lcve.“' In politics she was always on
the side of the vietlim of aggrosaion..

On the other hand the need for affection 1s fre-
quently associated with & desire for the comfort and pro-
tectlion of an all-wise, all-loving figure. "In my half-
3elaép state I prayed end cried. I wanted someone I daién't
see to put its arms around me and comfort me and nelp me to
bear. It's interssting how in atates of grgatast weakness
our childish hebite snd thoughts come up..“‘ In the sgame
gear: "I wish I was & little chilld and God wrapt me up in

* his arme and took care of me", and: "I wish for the next
) a baby and fded me

i six months somegne would treat me like

"

and cloths me.. Four yesrs later she writes: "I was

¢ strong and well untll - and -~ camej I now feel llke &

little child herdly sble to creep from one room to another..
..the beauty 1 seek 1s...all-wise, all-xnowing.“. At
thirty-eight she describes how happy she wes when Cronwrlaht-
Senreiner's mother smbraced har. Bhe goes on to &8y} Ny
~gother-

{5815 §.8., 4 Dec. (1st letter) 1854, Letters, p. 45.
2. 0.8. to H.E., 23 March, ibid. p. 322.
4, 0.8. to 5.0.0.8., 26 Jan. 1919, ibid. p. 161,
4. 0.8, to H.E., J:?. 1920, 1ibid. p. 368.

. Bes below .« E31.
2 508 0 e, 10 Jan. (2nd letter) 1855, Letters, p. 55.
7. 0.8. to H.E., 17 May, ibld. p. T4.
8, 0.5. to H.%., 3 Nov. 1885, ibid. p. 85.
0.8. to H.E., 6 Julys 1889, 1ibid. p. 165.
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BOLRor nas uever been & molher to me} I have had no
aao%m.“' This letter follows closely in time on a letter
in which she.sald: "One wother better fitted to be a mother
means & whole mncrat!ogdw;"a‘i s greater vantage in liru.ﬁ'

It 1s not chance that when she 1s in tue grip of
a 'ohildish habit' she praye to the sll-wise all-loving
rfigure, and calle it "God’. But it was not God,for "“there
is no 314, in the narrow, personsl sense; if there wers, hs
weuld be a devily only s great terrible mystery of which we
ean and do know nothing. We must fight 1t to the end; 1t
willl beat us at length, but we must fight it as long ae
we can.®

e flgure to whom & child turns for love and

protection 18 & mother.

St asrasis it san Wt e e e ettt E s R

Mwo outsiders give a plcture of Olive at fifteen,
two years before she said of herself: "I am a queer mixture
4.
of good and bad,” and: "I Jdon't hste myself quits so much

They describe a .:irl "in a highly nervous

]/n

28 1 used to...

state”, a brilliant talker who improvises thrilling storlesg
& zirl who paces up and down at nlght,leughing and ery-
ings a girl with etrong antipathles. Of this picture ,
Cromwright~Schreiner says: "Here we see Olive, as she really
was in her nervous organisetlon,correctly portrayed for the
first tise.l have no doubt that,if she could be tmood'w«‘\ahwm
~find-

l.Letter o 8.C0.C0.8.,gquoted 8, . 245.

2.0etter to 8.0,0.5.,quoted 1 sy D 2431,

%,0.3. to Mrs Francis Swith, 22 Oct. 191C, Letters, p. 295.
4.Journsl quoted in s Do 93,

5. Journsl,quoted 163d., p. 98,
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£ind the same person back to infancy; 1t was certainly
the ssme perscn into adult years and into oid nge."].
According to outsiders the child at slx years
¥a8 llvely and intelligent, solitary, abnormally shy,
abaorbed in her own thoughts, given to slmost continuous
fantasy-maring and frequently muttering to herself. ‘ We
know, too, that she was very unhappy. The plcture is
that of a maladjusted child, with what seems to be &
weli-establlshed personality structure.
Two inferences can be drawn. The first 1is
vhal her behaviour as an adult and adolescent csnnot
be exvialned in terms of the 'external' events of the
years after childhood., A broken engagement, the tyranny
of one of ner firet employers, her contact with the
| ' squalid aide of London i1ife the Boer War and the Great
: War: these only modifled alreesdy existing patterns of

behaviour. She rescted to them as the child had re~

% acted to tre cruelty of God.

The second 1s that the behaviour of the 2hild,
espaclslly her rejection of God, itselfl reguires ex-
planation in terms of sarlie?\avants'. We cannot trace
her back to infancy =-to use her nusband's purass- but
guldea by ner behaviour in gensr:sl and one form of her
tehaviour in particular -the writing of ner three
novela- we can attempt to drew conclusions abeut her
earliest years and the forces active in the personality

of the child,

LRI G




"We must ses the firast imsgea which the external
world casts upon the dark nirror of his mindjor must
hear the firsti words whieh awaken the sleeping power
of thought, and stend by his sarliest efforts, il we
would understand the mrejudices, the hablits, and the
passions that will rale his 1ife. The entire man ls
a0 to speak, to be found in the cradle of the child,

Quoted by Qlive Schreiner on a fly-leaf of
The Story of sn Africun Farm.

“You will think that long rigmsrole..insrtistic.
But it bears on the story...

Letters.

5
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Of some of the forces at work in her chiilde
hood, miﬂlhazmolr hes given an account in "Times
spd sonom“: which we can supplement from the child-
hoods of Walde. Urdine and Rebekah, snd frop descriptlons
by cutalders., But because the pleture is detailed we
should not sssume that it 1s socurste, or, ir it ias
accursate, that it is complete.

0Olive described her chliidhood as bitter and
dark, abtrivuting her misery to the orthodox Christisnity
taught in the noms. "There are some of us," she wrote
in her twentiss, "who in after years say to Fate,'...let
us never a%&in suffer as we suffered when we were
zhildren.'”

One act stands out in this unheppy childhood,
and that 18 the child's rsjection, in anguilsh and terror,
of dod. It 1s esey ito atiribute io this get tha sense
of sinfulness which never left her, her feeling of
being 'different', ‘eut off', unlovad, sud to relate
to .als rejeciion ner lifelong horror of agereeslive
strength and her aympathy for the wesak. It is too
easy. The saot itsclf requires some explanation.

Nothing . nfluences tne development of the
ehild's personslity more than the personslities of
others, and the influence of the parents or thelr
deputies i& greater than the influsence of .ther peopie.
Psychologists of all acl.cols accept these asssumptions.
The Schreiner children, in that home "parched....like
an eagla's uoet"..warq cut off in their early years
from the influence of ~dults other than thelr psrents,
and it seems that 1. thst home, a8 in meny others, the

~mother' ae
part II, chap. I.

¥ay 1912, Letters, p.307.
pe 34,
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mother's influence was greaster thsn the father's,
Gottloh Schreiner, accompanled by his wife
Rebscca, was sent out to Africa by the London Missionary
Boclety in 1837. Afiler saveral moves he settled in 18b4
at Wittebergen, & lonely mission-station. He was now
working for the Wesleyan Missionary Soclety. Olive was
torn at Wittebergen in 1£55. In 1861 the family moved
to Healdtown, where Goitlod worked ss missionery and
head of the Wesleysn Native Training Institution. In-
fringing the Socisty's regulation thst no misslonary
might engage 1n trade, Gotilob was forced Lo lesve the
service in 1865. His 1ife’of tesching, tradim and
smousing began. Two daughters were already married, and
two aons independent. At home were Ettle {Met) aged riftden,
Olive sged about ten, and Will aged eight. Thase three

left home in 1867 to live with Theo, s brother who was

then headmaster of a school in Cradock. Theo snd Hat,
stern disciplinarisns and militanrt Christiana, becanms
deputy-parents to their . ‘inger brother and siater.
Gottlob {miled 4in all his enterprises. When
he set up In trade in Balfour in 1565, his arrival was
hailed by his votential customers (Hottentots) se the
arrival of the Redeemer, and he was banxrupt by the yeasr's
end. He was always being done <down: deslers cheated him,
customers 114 not pay. He and Rebec:xs, and the children

when they were home, lived in grest poverty, supported

e e i

by the clder children. The most regpiar contribvutions

came from Katis Findlay, & married dsughler.
Bis children agreed :ha} Gottlob was very wuch
like 0ld Otto, of An Afrigen Farm. From the Findlay

letters we get a piclure of a man whe is 0ld

~Qtto-

3%, 5. 10




(39}

Otto with s difference. Otio might welil have opened s
school,as Gottlob 314 in 1871,charging pupils one-snd-
sixpence per smonth (“1if they will only pay,™ writes
Rob«:ca).' and he might have sald tuat this wes being
done "not only on mecount of the paltry payment but on
account of my heartfelt wish and desire to work more
directly for our Divine Msater.” Cito might have gone
on to describs,as Gottlob ¢id,how he hzs to walk every-
where: one horse has died of poverty and cold,and the
cther bhas fallen over a high embankment.With some monay
Theo has sent him,he has "a poor animal,partly-psid..It

I hed thirty to fifty -~ounds' worth of goods,” he goes

on to say, "I mizht have mads four to five pounds &

month...If 1 had sn erf I could rave made & cottage per-

haps mostly with my own hands....If I had wings to fly

many times I would have liked to ses you...but I have

no wings and otherwise 1t takee a great deal of time to
walk,and as we have bodles it 2lso need provisions...l
nave learnt lesaons.l will yet thank God for His great
goodness in my pcverty.."e.aut it is doubtful whether
Otto would have felt the shame,resentment and bitter-
pess thst Gottlob elearly felt. One of the lesaons he
sesmeé to have learnt is that "the rich have many friends
but the Loor are eurud."}.In a letter to Katle in 1872
Gottlob complaine that he doesn't hear from her:y “True
I understosd that you were all slong slive as you write
to ¥ama who in return of course informs you thst I am

-8t1ll~

YT.Hebecca to Eatie Findiay, Aug. 1871,Findisy leiters.
2.30ttlob to Katle,iO Sep*. 1871,1ibid.
3.1b1d.
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PL%351 wam," He hae been cheated by a dealer in
oxen: it ie%disaster and trouble upop trouble .. ¥y falch
15 tried.® . Some of the dlsasters were of his owa
making: he zave & chegue whils lnsolvent, end he faced
prosecution for seiling short welght.

To the caildren, snd our interest 1s in the
ehildren, he was g genile, “oving old map, submissiveto
the will of his bsloved Saviour, ana to the mansging
ways of his wife, Rebsces, whom he adored. If he was
zometimes resentful of ootk of them, the unildren d1d not
sesm Lo be aware of it.

We cannot help liking Gottiob: for the improbeblliiy
of his existence outside finticn, for one thing, and

for hiz undoubted tendernees to his childaren, for anothsr,

He may have been ideslised & little by the children and
by Olive's biogrephers. His wife Rebeccs certzinly hos,.
Much hse been made ‘or Rebecca's fasclnaties,
and she was no doubt intellligert, cultured and charming,
sn oasis in Africa's aridity. Jrouvwright~Sehreinei
suggests thet her person lity was not = powerful one,

but the tremesnicus impression she mnade on everyone who

met her refutes hle suggestiom. It iz cleastoo, from

ths F.ndlay letters, and frow other scurces, that sha

not only had & powerful personality, but was the

dominant flgure in the homu. Tt 15 "mama” who hires i
the cothmf'nama wno turns doen w job offsred to

fovtlot oy Katie . msband, somn,|  "The dominsting

personslity 'n ‘he family wes essily Mre. 8. ..,"

it og-

p 1. s Findiay letters.
‘ ; 4 2. Gu. ol %o Katie, 10 Sept. 1871, ibid.
3, Pungcca to Xatie, 71871, ibid.
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wirites s Mr Robinson, desoriting his first sseting

with Olive in 1862. He also told Cronwright-~Schrelner
writes s Mpr Robinson, describing his first saeting

with Olive 1n 1862, e also told QOromwright-8chreiner
that there was no "col.esgueship” between Mr and Mrs
Sehreiner, and none between the fether and 1 s chudun;:.
Vers Buchanan-Geuld, 2 warm admirer of Ressces,
writes that many of the family found her "strict ana
undemcmstrstivn"?. Writing of Gottlob's two passions,
his love for Christ . his love for his wife, Cronwrighi-
Bchreloer sayst “His wife did not fully respond to
his love.‘.‘:y‘éllve salds ™My father was infinitely

tenderer to us ss children and had e much greater

heart than my mother, A woman loves her own 1ittls
babies with & selfish animel instinet.....And,as for

other pe e's children, are not the words atepmolher

e

and pother-in-law the two bitterest words in the

world?" She told Arthur Symons that her strongest

desire vhen she was a chlld was that her motaer
should "urdérstani®™ her, the realisation of which
4 desire ail *he &ge of twelve afforded hsr the most
* "intense b;iss",. Perhaps the "understanding" trok
place on the occaslion when Rebeccs, having read
something the youthful Olive had written, knelt by

Clivs's bed in tears, sryinas “....0h, forgive me, plesso,"

-"Does~

T Tetter quoted 1in ‘8, Ds D5,
2. Foot-notse Lo p. s ibld.

30 Het #ithout Honour. p 18-
4. Pe .
5. t;z- to Ellis, quotsd itid. p. 24.

6. Interview wilh Arthur ngm. gquoted ibid. p. 186,
7. Not Without Hopour, r. 182.
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"Does eshe {Rebecea) swem glad to gei Olive home ¥ woiders"
writes one of Olivo's slsters to another, of ocns .
Ciive's visits hom: Olive craved fcr affection ali
aer life; the children in her novels are noglected and
unlovods many of them are motherless.

What nedeth it to sermone of it moors? It
i8 ressonsble to suppose that Rebecca waa harsh and
unloving to her family.

'Harsh' 12 not too strong & word. There 1s
good resson to believe that, 2t least to the chila's
way »f thinking, she wap cruel., We have an secount
of two Testings gilven Olive, wne rome time before she
¥as wix. Her mother =dministered to her, on her bare
body, f1fty strokes witn s bunch of guince-rods, for
the grievous offence of using the Duteh exclamation
"Achl" She was bestsn with equal violence some years
lster for disobeyine an order to come out of the rain.
We mhell »efer to these bestings agsin. Thn polint is
not. only that Rebecor beat O0live, but that she was the
sort of woman who gould best = child with such
viol;)x:cof‘ mgre 1z & sugrestios that punishments
were frequent:‘. 1f Rebecca was charmlng, her family
did not experience much of her eh&m:

Thers 1s 11ttls doubt in whose imsge the

-8inistere

3 Allce Hemming to Katle Pindiay, (undsted, ?1R72).Findlay
ietters,

2. The child Rebeksh in From Man io )!%g bellieves her
moiher, or tre cld Ayah, eapable of killing 8 babye
3, Ses ;%%!, p.6B.
Ge Yora Bucnansn-Gould reems to have succusbed to this
sharm somplstely. Olive at seven dlscovered the Serwor
an the ¥oupt. When she burst into a room, all aglow
with the wonder of her dis.:overy, her mother, sccording
to whet Dlive told Uronwright-Schrelner, nbuio? hey
"ealdly®. (%pﬁ? ) in Versz Buchamin-Geuld's
verzion, the rebuke has become "gentle®. (Mot Without
HonoursP. 24.)

.
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sinister older~woman figure of the novels, snd the step-

nother of one of Olive's earlisst swrles: are fashioned,

"My mother has never been s mother to mej I have hed

no mother," sald Olive. But the mischiel was that

ahe did have & mother, who, uniike the motheors of Waldo,

Lyndall and Em, Undine and Diogenes, P.obekah?and Bertie,
.

could not be killed off, or made to lade away,

We are in relstively deep wabters, and dlfferent
schiools of peychology chart different coursss for us
towards the submerzed and "terribvle” foreces which

Olive censed "beyond the ranse pf my gonsclous gconsclous-

nees .." Iut whatever the course, the medium ir whiech
we are travellling ani the go=l %4 which we travel rexain
the same.

To the phild, then, the mother was a powesrful
figure, authority-bearing and harsh. PBut she was siso
“he Lord's deputy In thet home rerched llke sn sagle's
nest, that home darkened by orthodox “hristiani’y. Vers
Bushanan-Gould' e sugzestion thet the child revolced, st
abeut the age >f seven, ageinst hypoerisy in religion
a8 _she saw 1t wmust be taken o 1ts logleal conclusiom.
Where 414 she see 1t, if not in that isolated home?
Altheush the family had moved from the lonely mleslon-
station to Hasldtown, a tiny villeze, when Olive was
gix, tiney were still living in relative isolationm.

Who were the "hypocritieal churchzen of the cmy"‘ with
whom the ohild wae rupposed to heve come in conte ¢?

It

~¥he Waxdoll ana tne Stepmother, the M5 of which,
T e e o o

Sccoriing ts Cronwright-Schreiner, 1s tre “"most
carefully (tten and preserved"” of all Olive's WEC.
To the 'stegsotner' theme Olive returmed frequently
68 we 3hall Bsd.

2+ Jernita in %‘Xége snd Resl Life and the children in
'The ¥Wuxdol the Blepmother are also motherless.

3. Huk ¥ hout Honour, DeZde
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It is clesr from the Findlay letters the’ Rebeccs ale
waye had the word of the lLord on her tonzue. Gottlod,
despite the facl that he read the halr-rsising sersons
of Jerexy Tayler to tre terrified child, 41d not balieve
in religlous compulsions The gentls old ott; douss not
£it the role of surrogate to sn avenging Lord. The power-
ful, harsh, asuthority-bearing Rebecca does. We should notice
in passing theat Tsnt' Samnie, Bonapart~ Blenkine, the
elderly chapel-goers in Undine, and psrental figuree in
Undine snd from Men to Man, either openly or by implicatlon,
are religlous in ti.e aervice of the same avenging God,
while moat of them are cruel 28 well, When the gentle
Aunt Margaret goes mad ahe becomes the devil, come to
take away he souls of sinners: so sngaged, she bltes
Undine and liclis her blood-stalned lips.

¥e noticed earlier that, when the cra ing to
be ioved is» on Olive, s.= hungere for the ail~powserful,
all-loving figure and calls it 'God'f' In the letter in
which gae refers to God 88 a t- “ible myatery?.clw
dsscribse & young man dying of hesrt-disseasy. "Such &
wild curse against God camme into my hearty when 1 sav
his snguishestriczen face fightic, fur oreath. Ko eresture
has the right to make another suff - so .:e’ ' The letter
45 writtea late in life, when oursing & God in vhom the
no longer believed is st lesst an insppropriate wuy of
benhaving. There 1s agala s confusion between 'God' and
a ‘erea.ure'. Deseriding the "hate-making" bestings
she Bayst "... I think they hive permanently influenced
my 11¢ .0y They made me hate everything in the heavens

-BDOTE-

YT hateful dawned neme that it is.’ (0.8. to H.EK.,
13 July, 1884, ere, p. 30).
2, Quoted sbove, D, .
3. .8. to Mrs Franeis Smithk, 22 Oct. 1310, Leiters, p. 293.
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sbove and in the esrith beneath...It 1s all as vivid to
me as 1T it had happened two hours sgo, and the bilter
wild fierce agony in ny h.art:zzzznnt God and man.®

A child veatun by 1ts sother hetes the mother,
and not abslractions iike "God" snd "man". It would
seem that the God whom the chlld rejected so violently
and Yn such wisery was its mother. '

A ¢hild hating !ts mother 1s in an intolerable
eituation. In the first place, the hated mother 1s also
the loved mother, the source ~from the earliest daya-
of all gratifications. The cnild's feelings towards
the mother are in ccnflictf.

In tiae second pisce, hatred of a parsent is
sinful in terms of the morality of the child's milisu.
The ohild adopts the morallty of his community as it e
conveyed to him by hias parents, usually his authority-
vearing father. This morallty, ss Allport and othors
nave polnted out, represents the interests and values
of mman beings other than the child, but “what was st
first suter snd pechavs alien, becomes inner snd dynamic.".
Whether we call this process "introcepticon”™ as Allport
doee, or'introjectlon' as Freud dees, it 1s clear that
the child doer, in some way, take lnto his personallity
at an osrly age the standapde of right and wrong of the
communityt they © ‘& no longey ~ged outside himselfl
but Toreee within him. The Fr..d'.ans aasert, and “ther
sugsest, that the process is not the atoption of a moral-
1ty, but an identifiostion by the chlid with ile suthority-
besring flgure or Tigures in the home. The child, who se

@l

T LetTer o Ber Tusband, faoted 1A Lite, bs 250,

2. In the language of behayiorist payo oia? Olive 3 mother
wer an"ambivaisnt stimulus", i.e., & stimulus for
gretification which ls £t the same lims & stisulus for
psinful or thwarting experience. Bshaviorlsts have heen
able to induce neurctic behaviour in experimental
animals by expusing thew to such ambivalent stisull.

3, Gordon Aliport, Personslity, footnot# “o p. Zi7.
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an infant and very young child had no standards of righ*
and wrong, now hss a consclenee or super-ego. (linlesl
material seems to show, #s Freud has pointed out, that
¥un's misfortune s not a deflclensy of morality but an
vRe838. The parents convey to the children the morallty
conveyed to them Ly thelr osarents, and so on. The woras
foree within us sre rigid: they 4o not seem susceptible
toe modifieation by growth end incressing knowlodgo..

It should be noted st this point that 1f the
child hes an ambivalent attitude towards the introlected
figurs, the figure with whicn he ldentifies himsslf,
then his personslity would coaleln within iteelf that

which 1t hates or of whish 1% 43cey ves, When he

seeks runlshment, he 1o slaultaneously punisiing hinself
frar ispulsss unszcaeptable to the moral forgss within

himself, 2ad exiressing g the 1ntroe

lscted Tlzure., Cass-iistor

to shov that the object of ~

in the spuarstoly salli.ds roniatory sttitudes of these

patients te not the ae=lf, iy (introlected) othsrs,
Mhelr suleidsl impulses ar. rosordsd ns Sarcsrous lmpal&ei:

It 15 the moral forees within the c¢hild which
are instrumental 1. some wo¥ in banlueki.g from conselouge
ness imrulseus unscceptable to them. TWrerytll g
wontrary to the ruling tendencles of Lhe econscloRe
perssnelity, to its wishes, longings snd ideals, and
everything whion would dlsturb the sood oplnlen one

.

would like to have of oreself 15 apt to be represaed,”

~'Repression' -

1. 856 5is0 Gardner Wirphy' 8 remarks, D-SAAL; ooALLEx.
2, tiee "Mourning and Melanchoiis" 1a g __,‘gt\_ggigmi
legt , 881%ed by Jobp Rickman, D. ) ppter Ny
ibutd

J
to Psyghistry,by A.A.Brill; Chspter

ted Fapers on Payoh 4 by Kerl Abiahaums
=, mmt;d 3 ﬂlp*:&-’f? Feraonsilt ,p.iﬁ, Trom PuM.
Alexander, The Medioal Velue of Peychoanalysin.
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' Heppesaion’ impiles the unconsclous blooking of an impulse
Beniahed izmpulses muet still be asrumed to Le setlive in
ihe perssnality, and there 1. confliet, of s kind differsnt ‘
from the %ind previously reforred %o, be*ween the impulece
and the represalig forees.

Uresdful ss re)ection of God must have been to
2 small ehlld brought up in » religlous bom«—:‘it wes yet
the lesuser of what were literally two evilas. The child's
aggression towards the mother was redirected towarde an
sblect eaally identifisble witn ite mother. The literature
~f peyehology providsz uas with plentiful exawples of
tdsspliacensnt’ of thals ¥iad,

Ths ohlld'~ ratectiurn of God must be swom A
arn a*tempt to solve one or both of ihe sep  ate dut
related cornflicta, or #8 s sign, 8 symptom, that the
attempt to repress the wi uueptable impul e hed Talled.
We have woltten so far in wain 1f the resder does not at

say ret., sccent the ehild's rejecti.n of “od as & symptom

af B Geep malalse: & distorted form .f »u origimal
tmpulse. .uch distortions are the very stufi of olive's
“ehaviemy, snd mosr ensily resognisable in ths material
of ner rovels.

TP we ascept trs assvuption thst the child
saeorporates into itself tie suthority-besring figire
in the family, then we musi sezunme that Olive ineorpire
ated inis herssif Lhe harshness and dsvoutness of her
mothere. FPast of her psrsonality would then exsct the

~untmoste *

Y. Eeme poychologlets would hold that the choice of
God a8 the objset of the shlid’e aggression was
Tavep-determined'; in that particular home it
wpalid the runishment she asraved fov the
torigifipl sin', 1f hatred of the mother was ithe
originel siu. This punishmert she no doudt recesived
ander her psrents' rooft 1t was later neted out tg
ner in full by Theo sod Btils. Soms of Etile's =
almost hystariesl letters of remorae for the wey she
treated Olive are quoted in tne Life, p.77.




(48)

wtmost punisiment for devis’ionc fror its rigld standapds,
and this +quld apply not caly to the ainful trtred of
the wother, and the latel rejestion of God, 'ut to all
other 'sinful' impulses o” the infantile personslity
which knew neitber right Bor wrongs 15r euample, hetred
of siblings, or esrly 'love’ impulsee. Hatred of the
mother w2g not the anly Llupuise frowned o by the moral
forees wi.unin the chlld. vut it was a barred impul °
very sctlive in her personaitty.

The total peraonality, whose foundations eie
laid in the enrlliest relaticnships, doss not appear to

lesrr. by exvsrlence. We do not lnco:purate into ous

personalities nsw exverjences and knowledgs: we let "our
previously formed attitudes and traits aurrﬂ.ce,”e‘md revert
or regress to earller meoiles or behaviour, partlculsrly,

1t sgems, in timre of stiress.

Defining "frustration® azs s situstlon whieh

arises when an lmoulse finde no oxtlet, end when tenslon
therefore cennot .1 reduced, gardner Murphy says: “The
s word (frustr:*' 3} 1s useful in irdinssting not mereliy the
mp attsinmont of state of suspense but “he irradlation
throagh the ¢ 'zenism Af & high tension ,... It ie lmportant

to rarogriss that thls epresu of tension 1s no metaphor .,

ve.e Bat o fursus wore fully ‘e long-range lmplicotions

5> tensiorn situitions, is thers no suen thlag as

cr

ar enduring personality pattevm relsted to eerly frustration,

even when the frustreting clrecumstances have long slnce

disappesred? Do not many types of nervous suffersrs

est mach mors thes they need, becsuse ss tiny ehildren

they were not 87 wly fad or becsums some other

vwd? Are there not long-vange compulsive

drive wag fr°-

~sxpre¢sions

I Gordon Allport, parsonsiity, p. 1d4.
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expressions which arize not from the contimuation of
objlestive ocuter stimulation, but from the continuation
of =1 attitude - preserved, perhaps, by oireular
reflexes or by verbal cues w thin the self? C(linteal
experience strongly suggeste that infsntile frustration
shows ltself in this type of continuity ,this maratensnce
of sn early attitude, throughout the rest of life,
regardless of reconditioning factors and the patient's
clear perseption of the futility of such patterns.” )

In the langusge of psychoanalvsis somelhing
similar to this contimuity is 2mlled 'regression', and
degcribed by Berg as fullowe: "His (the neuvotie's)
11bido?'is no longer driving him forward agalnat the
obstaclea of a real world, 1Instead his 1ibido has re-
grecced backward along the intra-psychic paths of his
previcus mental devslopment., 014 =nd ro longe. apuro-
priate emotlonal patterns are re-activated and he uses
up his enerzy in s world of obsoiete strugsle." :

Olive's agonising over From Map to Man for
forty yesrs, her persistent attempt Lo express something
"abasolutely forced" upon her: her contiruous investment
f energ; and her absorption in the unhappy feelinas of
nor ohlldhood, are returns to just such a world of obsolete
struggle., Was 1t the sorld of her earliest muttered
fantasles? It wes the world to which she was to return

-agalin-

T Fersonslity p- i5Et.
D @ "0 18 concelved of as the energy of 1irstinctusl

urges for ever siriving for satlasfaction or rellef of
tension." Charles Berg,Des lysis,p. 21.

3,Tb1d.,p.22., An evceative phruss sometimes birightens
the turgid writing of the peychoanalystsl

443t 13 interesting to note that she ocomplainsed that char~-
soters would not do what she wished,nor African P

end as ahe wanted it to.(Life, pp. 113 aﬁ 75 ."W‘%go e
stories,and parts of storles,'flasned™ on her fullgroewvn,
epe seld, The Preluds cape to her 1n thls Tashion.{0.8,
to H.E.:16 July 1. 84,Letters,pe. 3239April 158%5,1b1d.0.69¢
0.8, Lo Mps Prancls Smith,Oet.1909,1b1d.p.290T. )a




(50}

sgeln snd sgaln: In childhocd storles like Bue Waxdoll

and the Stepmother and The Adventuree of Master Towsers
in Undiue and in An Alrican Farms in the works of her

maturity,not excepting the expression of her politieali
views., And yet we are wrong to say that she returned
to that world: 1t was » world from which she never es-
caped. Her latelligence and her insight svailed her
nothing. COClrcumsiances changed,but she could not change
“with them.

It &s time to reconsider her behaviour.

Olive's craving to be loved,hsr feeling of
being unloved,was really s feeling of unworthiness to
be loved because she had sinned,as well as a response
to & lack of love in the home. Her need to puaish
characters like herself hsd ite origin in tle same sense
of zuilt. XNowhere lg her situstion dramati~sd m-re
clsarly than in the history of the child Diogsnes,in
Undine. Niogsnea' mother ls cruel snd beats her. The
mother 1s purvlghed by sudden death: she dies just after
she has beaten Diogenes, lier crlmes brosd blown,as flush
as May., But Divsenes iy punished too,by complete para-
lysis. Characters in allegories who pussue 1desls cennot

ttain thew vithout suffering. In Ollve's world there

was no peacs without expistinn,.

Olive's suicldal impulces were either impulsss
10 self-destructaon,than whleh there 1s no grester

wpunisiument-

I AR Uniowely story for child-en |  ever Lhere was onet
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1'
punishment, . or agerescive impulses agalnsy the intro-

Jeoted and nated mother.

Her weep Qepressions apd apparently unmotivatsd
attacks of zrief were pe-tly,perhaps,reactions 4o ihs
Lrrepurabls loss of the loved mother. Temperamentally
disposed to percelve 1ife 28 a bitter strugsle,0live
wes confirmed in her perieption by one circumstance after
anothers The ruthless Lord of her imaginings “ook a
passionately-loved baby sister from her when she was
nine.For many years,from the age of ten,she knew finaneial
insecurity. 8he felt herself thrown out of the house
when she was twelve,and in a sense she was, The years
from twelve to fifteen were spent in the unloving care
of Theo and Het; from fiftesn to twenty-six - productive
years for her as a writer- she had to work,sometimes in
uncongenial surround’ ngs. In EZnglend and on the fontinent
she waw squalor ¢ 4 meannsss and suffering. The tables
of Undine and An Africsn Farm dled: her vwn was to die
when 1t was aixteen hours c¢ld,and sio was to nurse ite
body &8 tae child Retivah had nursed a bu "= body. The
England of her lowve died 1n 1499,

Har revulsion from s-gression was partly,it
ssems,the fesling-tone of v 14 struggle,in whieh the
aggressor was always a mother end the victlis always &

~childe

1,158 5 Pootnote L0 D.oub,Pereonaiit-,Gardner Mirphy 8ays!

") W.Stesrns found,in 150 cases of attempted suleide,that the
attempt wes the end phese of s long series of progressively
more and more wilolent attacks upon the self." One remembers
how Olive falt thai she wad to bite her hands or knoei her
hes? 4during an sstlmatlc attack.8he told her husband that
wheri, 88 & child,she was "angered or worrled or unjustly
+wpate’ she used to ge! under the bed and bang her head
sgeion the wall until she vss mlmost senspless."{Life,p.68),
Gae v cmbers oo how Lyndall bites hor 1ip until Pleeds,
how 2 usiiberately ecrushes the thorns of & roses in

ner | %2 bruises herself by throwing hereslf on the

atany ookinlle
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ehdld, If the laadledlies darken her letters, the stepe
wother or oruel mother etalks her politieal writinc-s,

?,;
i |
it
}

hand upraised in eggr-ssjon. In & speech on the Boer
¥ar, read to a meeting ol Somerset Womea, she uses the
language of the old struggle.

“If a 1ittle chlla lay in it 1 and woke vp
sudderly, snd saw bending over it the mother it had
loved and trusted, with a ¥Xrife .~ her hand with which
she stabled to death the 1ittl.. « mebpother lying
beside 1tt do you think,howeve. long 1t lived, it could

ever look at that hard agaln +‘ilhout seaing the knife

and the blood?

"The Ingland of our love 1o dead.%.

it wes an imoge she had used eerlier. Iwu 1899,
when it seemed thet England mlight attack the Transv sl
Republic, she wrote, in 2 vain attempt to stave off <he

disaster, An English-Scuth african's View of the Situstion.

England is twice a stepmother in thls pamphlet; she

318 once & mother to whom 1t sust be pointed oul thal

“the ob*ld may be coerced by force to obedlence; but

time pssies and the child becomes & youthp the youth s
may bve coerced, but the day comee when the youth becomes

s san, and therse cam be no coerclon then.”

Of the rumours of ver she writes:y "There are

some things the mind vefuses sssliously to entertaln, as

{
ths man who h&e long 1oved sni revered his mother would
refuse to seccept the aasertlc ce first passerby that
~there-

TT IPpeniic vy LBLLErs, p. 381.
2. Po. 3° O
L TR &
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there was sny poeslbility of her releing up her hand
to strike his wife or destroy nlu child, But such
repetition muy at last awakon dou™t ..."‘Zt @ey indesd.
On the nort page spreary this passage: "Is
sny position woesible thet sould nake uecemsary thet
mother snd deqghter mist rite up lu one horrible embrace,
ro.d, L 1t be possible, esch otrer's vitals?®
In 1909 she uses the stepmother imege a@;ai;:
referring to 0liwe's detestetion of war,
Sronwy ohi-Schrsiner writes: "She once sald to me
thet wh u one's own people dl. thevs barbsrous things,
she Tel' -¢ pr~ would feel T she sev her mother drunkg
ihe ver/s fc°t trwey the deed was by her mother or her
people made aeh nore Larr&blr;man Af 1t were done
by eomevie €6 5 mother or paaple.é.
Her  »litiesl sttitudes always followed the
pattere of antdiathy is the aggressor snd sympathy
for 156 vie' lme The Tirst gronp of vietims to whom
har symy ‘hv warl wers women, suflfering in her day
froc ey volitin sl =nd legal disabllitles, and she
Letoure. mightily ' thelr esuse. Wher thes theuselves
-spame agsrescors fo. b is, wiern toey used forve to
seh.eve thelr end: , she sndmired them, but was distresced.
"1, mymel , sm opponsd to 21l usinpg of foree personslly.
1, personslly, wou 1 use pessive reclstange and
argument.,  Put T rromnleze thls 1a an sccentrilelty

on @y part wered” ¢r . use of force 18 ever justified

o Lre
1t 15 justified 1w 1. hting aasinst soelsl ~ppresslon }4"

~Ifim

tre 8itustioh, P. 75
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Ju a létter to Emlly Hobhouse nh# sayst "..I ap much
Aistrecsed about our desr,biave suffragetisz in London.
1 fwel such intense sympasthy with them, but I csnnot '
feel the letisr-Lurning, &s., 18 wise or rigbt.....it
seenmc to me that the use of brute force and war in sll
its aspecis are Just the “hings we ha

sgainst.....”
Thoughis on Soutr Africs, she shows similar unessiness

at the fdaet that the Boer, victim of British agzression,

to fight

In 2 massive dsfence of tue Boer in

was sometimes himselfl ap aggressc~ in his relatione
with the native.

But when we sxsclne some nf Ollvse's writings
more closely, we find 1ust her resciion to aggression
expressed her own azaresslive &mpulsan~.

Rhodes wses for her the iucarnstion of
agwr a~atve strength, and in ths decade piecoding the
Boer Wsr she attscked him uncessingly, laying st hise
docr corructisn, betrayal, plunder and even aurder:
1t a8 verbal agrresslcn, but aggresslon none the less.
The guality of the savagery of Ler attack on Ruiles
and the Chartered Cumpeny in Trooper Peter Helkett c
Mssionelapd is best 1llustrated by the photograph

ahe used as ,contis-pilece to the first edition of this
book. It shows s large tree with sturdy,spreading
vranches. Around the tros in s peml-circle ‘ands a
group of men, elght whlte men and one native. The

«whitew

1T Warch 1915, Latieri, p. Jec.
2.The vrocess whisern seeme 1o have taken place 8 -at

whieh the paychoanslysts cmll ‘reaction-formetlo, it

has besn cosoribed oy Jardner Murphy, who 18 not . Teyeho-
snalyat, a8 the “substitution of a diverszest or ror -iating
reaponss in place of the rew impulse whioh ticoat A sue’s”
fuyorshle - slf-portrait.” (fersonsiity, p. 551)
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whitte men are smiling sefeonselously end 2 1ittle
Jeuntily, &8 pen smile when they are being photo-
graphed for their loved oOnes. From the branches of
the tree hang the bodies of thres blsck men. Her
uew of the vhotograph, =nd some of the “ext, repels.
%e sald thst she was prevccupled with suffering: it
woulu be morse aseceurate to say thal she was (asclnsted
by it. We feel this in Trooper Felter. We feel
it in her Jescription of Wsldo's besting, in her
deseription of the 1ll-trestmeni meted out %o the ox
in An African Ferm, to the “og in The Adventuresof

¥aster Towser, to the child Jsynlta in Dresp Life and

Rezl Life. "But Dertie is me,” she crisd, "und
Drummond 1s me, snd sl1l i3 me, only not Verconicas
and Mrs. Drummond (excect s littlel) Sometimee I
reslly don't know whether I smm I or one of the Jthera.%.
If Olive was Waldo, she was also Bonrpirte.
Her Alfficulty in establishing satlisfaolory
relatisnships with psople, her smbivalent sttitudes
to womer, her 'landlady’ troubls;, &1l theae seemed
to have resulted from the ghild's inebllity to cobe
with ite sguree "ivs impulees towsrds itg mother.
If the psychosumatie investigatore are to be bolleved,
tn thie ssme f2llure lay the origin of Olive's asthma,
wa have not secounced for what we callsd her
negative attituds to sex. It will be surgested that
the explanction of this wes tae represalon of sowe
errly serual impulse by her stern super-ege, ard i-at

~REY -~

1T BE T HoE., B Fen, 1688, Latiors, p. 109
2. Perhaps the countsrparts of the {endlndies wore the
purs to whose pr:tsetion Olive once fled to avold

the peoroaches »f a rejected sultor.
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nay bes It 12 a suggestlion which will not be pursued.
There are neveriheless guestlons which must be asked,
albelt in sppessement of tne tormented shade of Oedipus.
Why do Bertie and Undine live with men old enough to
‘ “e thelr fathers? Why are Undine, Rebekah, Bertie,
.7 Lyndell - girls with grest spiritusl qualities -

avtracted in the first inetence to lecherous men? Why

iz the good o0ld Otto punished, and mede 10 punish

himself, so remorselessly? Why does the child Rebekah !
i demonstrate over and over again a desire 'to take
g*w mother's p}aco’?. The frequent associstion in 01 .e's
work of sexuality and asggression is pechsaps pertinent.

| B Rebekah {of From Men to Man) explicii.y assoclates

Frank's lechery with his cruelty in field-sports. The
much-married Tant' Sannle, Ronsparte Blenkins and .
Albert Blalr are osther characters who are both sensusl

and eruvl. Trooper Pete» Halrett of Mashonaland 1s full

of references to rape and cohabltations

Olive's difficuliy in eating 4in front of
strangere invites conjecture more compellingly. She
asserted that 1t had csesl a shadow over her liro?‘
She refers 1o tne earliest®(?) manifestation of tnis
diffieulty end its recurrence fu the Jetter to Eills

.
from Mentone® in 1839, s letter expressing tremendous

T

-gmotionale

T, FThe veafer who is intersated in symbolism - I use the
word 28 1t ls used in psrchology - shoull examine
Rebekah's fantaslies, but with ceutlon. Pasyeho-
: . analysts do not always wsree on the mnnmg ot
R 5 symbols, Coupare, for example, tg;}in}orpicggtlon
of the 'wild beast’ aymbol on p. o ;% X ug}
w.ru by Freud, with that given by J. gn
u.cle QT u of Pu choanalzug in w

ag xedg ;
2, B8, vu‘.y 1590. Letters, p. 191 ;
3. GQuoted abon, pe 31if. ;
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omotionel disturbance. There are tenuous threads wbish
3ink tiue difficulty to her first ssthmatic sttack. Her
account in the letter suggests that the difficulty
first manifested 1tself when she 4+ Tourteen, bui

Lf she was st Dordrecht, as she says she was, then she
wag slxteen ur seventeen vears old. The phrage "nearly
twenty yeers ago" must be taken as an spproximation.
According to one accouat her first asthmatic attack
took place between 1870 and 1872, most of which time
she spent st Dordrecht. If the attack did not take
place untll she wes eighteen, as the other nccount
suggeats, it 1s yet linked with the eating difficulty.
The reader will remember ihat secording to this account
Olive had esten no food at all during a four-day coach-
Journey. She had been unsble Lo swallow a biscuit
offered ty » fellow-passenger, and the firat mouthful
of foud she took after the long Tast binought on  ae
asthmatlic atteck. Olive her=elf comrenied on the
relationshiy between "tl}at cenvulsive feeling in the
stomach ani the neth:na":' a comzent schued by the
psychosomatic investlgstors, who point cut that eating
and respiration have much in common?'

One cannot ignore the strange mouth behaviour

of Olive's charscters. Margaret bites Undine, Lyndall
bites hersel?, Undire chews and swallcws the letter
in which Albert Jilts her, charsctars in allegories
drink nuran blood and poirzon or wuund by bitlng.‘ The
enildren offer sscrifices of fgod to God. All the
gentral characters and meny of the minor ones glve

—away-

{.°5.5, io d.E., 6 dov. 1890, %ztg;;n. pe 195,

2. Payghosomet ¢ edicine. p. .

3. See, tor exauple, "The Sunlight Lay Across My Bed--"
and "Three Dreaws in s Desert” in Dresms, snd Dream
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sway material goodss Undine, glvines away wealth, 2lae
gives sway food when she L8 starving. Her cea! 13 as
mueh attributsble to alsrvetion ss t0 snytning slse.
By behaving me they do, these charscters seem to be
prolshing themselves or others.. Was Olive's refusal
to est a means of self-npunishmeat? T do not want to
push this speculation anv rarther, btut [ should like
to add that 1f ~und 1t L8 not unlikely- the orizine
of this 4ifficulty lay in sume infantile feeding
situation, then we sre back once wmore at the mother-

2hild relationship.

Gonclusion

"I would like to have your critical jJudgment
of my mind, or rather of my work, which 1s really me,"
wrote Oliv~ to Ellis.. The woman and the work were
one. Olive was what she was levgely az a result of
the unfortunate rslationship which existed between hersel®
and Ler mother from the sarllest yesrs. 1If ths
relationship had been a healthler one, she would no
doudt hiave been a happler person. HShe would probably
have written differentlyt she might have written
better. She mirhi, ol course, not have written at =21l1.

The poel 15 traditionally mad, or at least

eccentric, Modern criticiem is re-examining the

traditional belief. In a volums of essays Edmund

~Wilscen-

Y Tnspter heelings describing Boneparte s seiivities
on the farm aret X. "He 8howe His Teeth"; XI. “He Snups™;
XII. "He Bites”.

2, 4 July 1884, Efétfﬁs. pe 26f.
3. the .
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Wilson has restaled the myth of Philoctetes, wiw is
the possessor of an infallible bow, but smitiem by a
noxious wounl, The theme of Mr Wilson's essays seems
to be thet the wound i3 the price of the bow: thai
the artiist’'s maladjustment is the source of hies
ereative power.

We havz examined the latent meanings of
Olive's beshaviour and her material, and suggested
that shs wrote in an unconscious atlempt to set =t
rest warring impulses in her personality, 1o keep
thez ~to use her own phrase- from rencing hsr%h Our
findings sre perhaps relevant to the problem of the
wound and the bow, ocut it 18 = problem whieh Jalls

outaide the srope of this thesis.

Gssocrrsnasns

1. 0.5, 20 H.E., 23 Marck, 1885, Letters, p. 65.
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