them still further and questioned not only the
correlations between Fd.Fdi and personality
varisbles but also the correiztions between the
various neasures of PA.Pd. tncuselv ~. Further.
more, the questions raised by Gruen concerning the
validity of Vitkin's corrulations b wen t'e
various PA-PAL measures have also beer raised by
other writers and it may nuw be of value to exsmine

these corralations and guestions.

An Examination of the Correlations between
Fiold Dependence-Independence lessures

witkin (100, p. 67, 85) guoted the following inter-

corcelations among his 'd-Fdi weasures.

TASLE 111

Witkin's Originul Inter Test Correlations
H i
EFT t AP BAT

L21(.64) ‘ .681(.72)
.51(.6C) j.ss(.m

Unbracketed correlationss Correlstions
for female susjectss

Bracke:ed correlstions: Correlations
for msle subjects.




As can be seen from the following huowever, some.
what lower correlations then the sbove ones have
pbeen found by subsequent authors who have for
example correlated the RFT 2nd EFT for male sub-
jects. Vhile witkin found 2 correlation of .64,
Adevai and Silverman (1) found a» correlation of
.49, Rudi and Stagner (83) found 2 corrslation
of .55 and Dubois and Cohen (1%) found 2 correlt.
tion of .5G. Similarly in the present study, where
temole subjects were used correlations lower than
thote reported by itkin were found. The r . Tels~

tions found in the present study are presented below.

TAmE IV

PA.Fdi Inter Test Corro:stions found in the Preent
Stuuy

.4¢

(Interjudge correlation) .65 i

Thus it can be seen that Gruen's {42) guestions
concarning vitkin's correlations between FAPJL

measures ware justified. However despite the
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fact that “itkin’'s original correlstions seem to
be fnfisted nevertheless subsequent correlations
heve «2{11 bDeen in the expected dJdirection and
therefore v itkin's theory cannot ve derlasred in.
valid on the basis of the inflation of hies PA.Fdi
inter test correlations. Neverthelsas, » re.
assessnent of his theory and its implicetvions

does hecome necessary. 3efore doing this, however,
it might ve of value to recapitulate the crili-
cisms which ° inte to the present study snd which

have oeen leviad against Uitkin's theory to date.

Kecapitulation of the Criticisms of itkin's Vork

(1) Taylor {1} has pointed to the fact that in
Pd-Fdi studies the sex composition of the
sample is 8 vital factor determining

results. He pointed to exsmples in which

sex differences acrose ssmpies resulted

in a reversal of the correlatioas found
»etween Fd.FAi and various personslity
meagsures, This facter is important
when ore considers the discrepsncy in
the results of this study and that of

riinard. However this factor of sex

. . ./differences




differences is even more inportant when
the velue of the Fd.Fdi cerncept ss an

explanatory one is assessed hecause it
detracta from the possibility of using
PA-Fdi as » unitary explanatory concept

underlying 21l human functioning.

Sruen (42) has pointed out that the
correlstions found by Vitkin between his
Fd-Pdi mezsures are inflated. similarly
Adavai and Silvermsn (1) have asiso criti-
cised the FA-Fdi neasures per se and
have pointed out that they are factori.
ally impure especially the EPF. This
criticism of Vitkin's work is relevant
to the present study but in the present study
the correlations oetween the PA.Fdi meds-
ures were independently checked and the
EPT was not used at all, thus reducing

the impact of this ~riticism,

A final criticism which hau been levied

ageinst witkin's work #nd which has most

relevance to the present rtudy concerns

.../itselt




itself with witkin's interpretation of

his results, Zigler {1om ceiticised
vitkin's interpretcstion ot the cosrels-
tions between Fd-Fdi and personality
measures in terms of decontextuslisstion.
He explained wivkin's correlstions in

terms cof the relrtionship the rdrdi

and pcnon;,uty messures had in cCOmROn

with intelligence. This view of zigler
ties in with the present gtudy which

found a higher correlation betwesn ra-pal
and the cognitively joaded selective
memory task than petween Pd-Fdi and prr-
ceptual defence. 3t also ties in with

the fact that minzrd who used ® cognitively
1oadud uxp-rumnta’. qesign found & positive
relation hetween Fa-Fai and perceptusl

gafence while the present study did not.

In conclusion then it 2ppesrs that within's

use of the Fd-Fdi ~oncept as an explane-

tory principle under lying humsn tunctioning

can be quo-uonod both from 7 : cuporlnm;ul
and 8 th sretical siewpoint. ;. owever, it
should not be assumed that pecsuse the
pd.Fai construct tails to be an encompes-

sing explanatory conceapt thet it is withouvt

.. /80y




any velue, Similarly, esithough witkin's Pdardi
inter test correlaticns are inflated they still
have some validity as other workers have slso
found positive coxrelationz. Thus 8lihough the
Fd.Fdi concept is not an adequate explanstory
principle of all humen functioning it still has
value and its mcre limited scope of depicting a
single aspect of the woy in which people perceive
and resct to che environment, Writers who bave
considered the value of the Fd-Fdi cuncept in its
mere limited scope include Vernon (97) snd Gardener

(23).

The York of Vernon with Referencs to Field Dependence
=Independence

According to Vernon (97) Fd-Fdi attempts to incorpor-
ste too wide a range of percaiptual characteriatics
and personslity qualities within a singls dichotemopus
classification. Varnon sees rd.fdi as only one
sepect of the manner in which psople perceive md

react to the enviromment. Gardener (33) is in

sgreement with Verron and in fact he included Fé.Idf

as nne dimension in the broader princi~.e of cogni~
tive control which he developed., The cognitive con-
trol principla included many dinensions of which
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was found to %3 related to repression. BEaten.
siveneas of scanning was also found to be relsted
to adsquacy of reality testing, delayed response

and good impulse control.

Thus the work of Gardener (33) is in meny ways
similar to that of Witkin bu: his conceptual
system is much broader. Neither should it be
thought that Witkin was the first person to asttempt
to relate perceptusl modes to personslity. Thur.
stone (C4) carried out very extensive investige.
tions on differences in perceptusl s in 8
veriety of perceptusl situatiom sdministered
40 different perceptual tests to 170 subjects and
then subjected his results to 8 factor anslysis.
From this, two main factors were extracted. The
first factor referred to the ability to perceive
closure rapidly and strongly and to maintain it
during distraction. The second factor referred to
the sbility to manipulate configurations flexibly
and to pass essily from one configurstion to

another. Pamberton (75) then related these per.-

ceptual dimensions to personsiity gualities. e

showed that individuals with a strong tendency
towards closure were on the whole outwardly and

socially oriented, wers uninterested in

.../anslysing




analysing situstions :nd Aid not theorise aboat
them. Similsrly he showed that individusls who
demonstrated flexibility in manipuleting configu.
rations were datached from the enviromment, lYacked

sociroility snd p 4 » tendency towerds

sbstxsct analysis.

Prom the above then, it becomes clesr that the
relstionships between persorslity qualities and
modes of perceiving sre more subtle 3nd veried
than can be detined hy a single dichotomous

typology. At present therefore, hypothoses ss
to consistency in an i~dividual's mods of per-
ception must remein highly speculstive becsuse
the sres requires much more extensive and more
controlied work than has been w.ae up to the

present dste,

However, er important factor to remember in

work of this nature is that slthough pe/ceptions

may be partislly selective, this selection cemnot

vary with individusl disposition to more than »
minor extent if it is to perform its esssntisl

functione efficiently. Veridicsl percepticn of
the environment is essentisl for the maintenance

5f 1ife in » constently verying enviromment,

el /1t




It is for these ressnns that Vernon (97) main.
tains that the influer~e of individuel motivae.
tional and personslity guslities on perception

mpy be inconsidersble except in highly restricted
circumstences. Vernon believes thst the main
effects of individual personslity sad motivationsl
factors are indirect. He sees these fsctors as
cperating *hrough the varied ascquisition of per.
ticular knowledge and skills by different individuals.
He believes that individusl motivastions! and per.
sonality variables act indirectly to modify or
even initiste the organisstion of cognitive
schemata which direct selective sttention, die.
crimination, identification and reactiun along
different lines. This is done, however, without
impeiring the veridic»i perception of the environ.

ment., Vernon therefore advocstes further investi.

gations into the nature and mode of operation of

these schematic nrganisations.

Pinel Concliusion
The results of the present study indicated that PArai was

not related to perceptusl dafence or selective memory.

Thus it was concluded that Fd.7di was not related to the

.../abid ity




ability to keép thought, percept ané affect BEpaTALS,

Thess resulte were not in 1ine with witkin'® predictions
and soms explenation for this was therefore sought. A
coreful snpiysis of witkin's work lesling up to the
Gerivation of the separstion hypothun reveslsd seversl

gaults in witkin's logic and work.

cruen (43) demonstrated that Witkin's original inter test

correlations were inflated and qucstioﬂod the lht'inttctl

technigues ased by him. zigler on the other hand criti-
cined Witkin's interpretation of his resuits in terms of
ra.Fdi (107} zigler pootul,at.d that the correlations
found between fa-Fai and pct:onauty varisbles wers due
to the common ralationship these yarisbles have with
intelligence snd the results of the present study support

this postulate.

Vernon. however, sees the main fault in witkin's work to
pe the endepvour to incorporste too wide 3 range of per-
ceptusl and p‘raonality chara:tethticl within & single
aichotomous classification (s . Howevar, he seas the
ra.rai concept as having selidity £ it is appuqa in

» moTe 1imited way o® in the work of Gardener where
pa-Fai is seen »8 only OD® aimension of p‘zcopﬂ.\nl

gunctioning (33). The present writer is in sccordance

Y, L]




with this view snd thus it might be steted in conclusion
that the concept of PA.PFAL is » valid one only if it ie
considerad to be one dimension of pesrceptusl functioning

and not if it is considered to be the explanstory prin.

ciple underlying »11 humsn behaviour as Witkin originslly
sdvocated,
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