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The cocol, and espparently dispassionste analysis of a phenomenon like
Black Consciousness can not forget, that hundped have died for it,
thousends were injured, thousands went to jail for it, many are still
languishing in jalls or under severe banning orders, and hundreds of
thousands were 8o gerious hbout it that in going onto the streets to
proclaim it thaix they too risked their livelyhood, their freedom, their
limbs snd their life for it. The uprisings of 1976 gnd 1977 have become
part of that ongoing liberation struggle, which started with the resistance
of the §Ke, the Khoi-Khoin and the Bantu tribes in the moment the firast
white conquerors set foot on the South African Subcontinent end will end
only when the subcontinent hes been freed from asll forms of oppression,
It is all too easy, from the hindsight of the intellectusl's study,

to condemn the weakneases, confusions and dangers of s movement like
Black Consciousness., Nor do those fare much better, who armed with =
more rational vision of the path of the liberation struggle, failed

to give the clear signals which would have signposted alternative toeds
for the mgsses to take, The defeats, the deaths, the maiming and
destruction are clearly the responsibility of the oppressive regime of
South Africa; but some of the responsibility must be shouldered not only
by those who advoczted the ideology but also by those who understood its
weaknesses but did not criticise it more consistently and openly, I

do not except myself from the blame of having not offered clear and
viable slternatives, while I could have done so., Without such a personal
admission of being ceught in the web ideologicel confusion in a country
where the ¢larity of open debste is nearly impossible and in the inactivity
of an insufficient praxis, a critique of Black consciouﬂness would be
nothing but the thogghtless cruelty of a man safely behind his weiting

desk, while the masses, however confused - through no fault of their own -
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are attempting to change the direction of history.

On thé other hsnd, while a critique of Black Consciousness mudt
acknowledge the personsl contribution of all those who sufferdd for it,
out of a buraning concern for all the victims of the Soweto upriaings
and for the possible future victims of the apartheid state, it muat at
the same time attempt to lay bare sll the weaknesses and faults of its
ideaological structure: only en unspering anslysis of these will
prevent us from repeating the mistakes of the past, And that,&fter all,

is what thLe study of history is about.
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Barney Pityans, President of SASO in 1972, stated once: "I believe
that a classless society will be grested more easily among Blacks.
There must be higher walues to which sll blacks aspire,'" Despite

the acknowlegdgement that the South African # situation could be seen
as "basically"” a class struggle, and that the creation of a classleas
soclety is the goal of such a struggle, Pityana rejects the "lower
classes of Whites" as "part and parcel of the system" whs "will support
any podicies that offer the maximum security" for them, While he is
undoubtedly right about the present attitude of the white labour
aristocracy, pert of which is, while I write this, striking for the
continued application of job reservation on the mines, his belief

thst all blacks aspire to higher vslues has already been proved wrong
in most of the independent black ststes, where it has been shown that
black faces can exploit as efficiently and as brutally as white faces,
Terminology, once set into motion, hes a logic of its own, end there

is little comfort in Pityana's asaurance thet the ideology of Black
Consciousness "will be used merely to rally people round a cause", and
that the Bleck, who is a capitalist, is not part of the people, The
ambiguity of the central term, "Black'", defined on the one hand by

the fsct that it describes all those who are subjected to discriminatory

legisletion, on the other haand suggestion a common bond of all those
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who have been born wath s certain skin pigmentabion, lends itself to
the same kindogexterous misuse, as the traditionsl nationalist labels
of Germans, Spaniards, Itelians, Portuguese or Afriksners., The danger
of the ambiguity of the tern wBlack" is in no¥ way leasened by the
fact that the appeal is made to the "Blacks" as an oppressed groupg
while it is true that "Blacks" are an "historically, politically,
socially and economically disinherited and dikspossessed group', as one
of the leaders of SASO formulated it, the terminology of Black Conscious=
ness makes it difficult to draw clear lines to exdlude those who
benefit from the present system as collaborators of the apartheid
atructure or as exploiterd of the masses, even if they suffer to some
extent under the same racislist laws as the masses of South Africe,
In 8 similar vein the German people conceived themselves to be oppressed
and exploited after the treaty of Verssilles by such resl snd imsginasry
opponents as International Capitalism, Jewish Financial Capital and,
interestingly ¥ enough, at the same time by World éommuniam. Posing
as oppressed and exploited themselves, German Capitalists financed
nationalist movements asnd finelly Hitler's National socialiat Workers
Party of Germany. *ne confusing use of the word "German" and the
emphasis on a nationalist rather than a socislist terminology, made
it possible for people like Krupp and rhyasen to support and be members
of a "Workerdd4 Part¥", It is not my aim to prove that Black Consciousness
and the various organlsations subscribing to this ideology were faschist;
but there are some disturbing atructursly enalogies, which suggest that
the ideoclogy of Black consciouaness gould be exploited by aspirant
black capitalists and politifal charlatens for the purpose of merely
replacing the present white power and economic elite by a black elite,
which would be equally oppressive and exploitstive, and would thus
eventually be forced to use dictatorisl powers and oppressive messures
similar to those used by faschist and faschistoid states the world over,
Iike “ational-Socialism until its sucessful take-over of power

in 1933 and the Rohm putech in 1934, when it ¥ eliminated its militant
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"gocialiat' wing, Black Consciousness as an ideology of the opppresadd
in South Africa doea contain certain elements of what could be ;armed.
“Afriocsn Sécialism", while the movement did try to mobilise the mmsaes
of the "black" workers in politicel strikes, asnd while it did take up )
some of the immediate concerna of the maases both politically and
economically, it was still a movement of the educsted elite in universi=
ties and schodls, snd it did attrsct the support of xxm a considerable
portion of the petit-bourgeoisie and the thm bourgeoisis of the disens
franchcdy the most disquieting featurs of Black gunaciou&neaa is, however,
that with onlk a slight shift in emphesis it could be ¢laimed by some
of the collsrobrators of the apartheid aystem aes an ideology to beasutify
their own political creed with some notable success,

As sn ideology which doea not address itself to the urban and rural
proletariat, but to blacks in general, which therefore cannot afford to
alienate those portiona of the disenfranchised which are either seeing
themselves as deprived peesants (even if they earn some or most of their
livelyhood as migresnt labourers within the capitelist economy) or es
sspirant members of a black bourgeoisie of petit-bourgeoisis, Black
8fonasdlousneas movements cannot take a clear stand on economic issues,

To hold out hope to the working masses that their legitimate demands

will be safeguarded in a future liberated South Africa end simpultansously
to sacure the shopkeepers and industrialists that there will be "]land
allocated for private agrieculture, commerce and industry', that "privately
owned industry and commercial undertakings will bé allowed to operate"
(even if "without state assistance and within the framework drawn up

by the State depsrtment responsible for commerce, industry and trade"),
that there will bhe "privately owned import houses'" and that there will be

privately owned mass media, as the Black Communalism programm stas does,

15 an attempt to hoodwink the masgses into believing, that eapitalism
tempered by atateﬁnterrerence is an adequate solution for their problems,

This program, accepted by the Black Peoples Convention in Mafekin; on May

30 and 31, 1976, apart ffom & few pious ref:rences to the "traditional
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Afprican economic lifeatyle' and without spelling out how this tradional

* 1l4ifestyle can be adapted to the demands of a '"highly industridaised

and modern economy", curiously reaembles in its strange mixture of

state-owned and privatelyowned economy the present set-up, dresmed up

and put into practice by the Broederbond, with the sole difference

that the benificiariea of the system now are the "Afrikeners" and then

will be "“lacka", Paprticulerily the following provisions of the Black

Communaliam progrsm Wx are already implemented, end need little else

but the transfer from a white to a black burocrecy and managerial clesa:

2. +ss forestry shall be owned by the Stete

9, It shall be the duty of the state to sssist such villages and

co-opergtives in msrketing their agricultural products for both

internsl end external consumption,

ttyxingusirivsxwhiehxarexexyitaixinportangaxioxkhaxeeansnyxatxthe
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16.

17,

18.

19.
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Industries whose products are of atratiéglc importance to the
nation shall be owned by the state e.g., menufacture of arms

sand armaments,

Salaries pald %ty employers to their employees in private.induatry
and commerde 258 well as in co~operstive,m community and State=
owned enterprises ahall be carefully supervised by the State

to lay apecific minimums for specific categories 6f undertakings,
In all cases the State shall apecifically protect the interests
of workers against exploitation and unsatisfactory working
conditions, (s¢. simply revlaee "workers'" by "white workers"

to arrive at the present situstion, e.g. job reservation etec.)
Trade unions conmprising the workers within a certain crafts

8hall be encoursged and recognised and shall enjoy a partiecularfly
privileged relstionship -ita the department controlling labour,
Woges and salaries shall be perio:iically Emszmzsei reviewed by

a specisl tribunal couulistingof £hw representstives of trade

) unions

e E———————————
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1he state through its depsrtment controlling commerce and

25.
industry shell at al) times restrict importstion of goods .
only to thoae wategortes and levels that are esasentlal for
complete existence and shall encourage locsl productiony of
goods which can be sustained from natural resources and industry
within the country.

27 “he S¢ate shall control the marketing of locslly foriginating
produce and goods inten8ed both for the inturnal and external
marketings,..

29+ s+eeprovided that all railway, harbour and airway tranaportation
shall be completaly owned by the 8tate.

%0 Keos8ll radio snd television stations will be owned either wholly
or jointly by either the State or the communities, and providdd
that sll postal and telegraphic services shall be in the hands
of the Btate,

Most of the remaining provisiona, where they do not provide for privata
ownership of the mesns of productions, refer to the land-question, in such
a way thaf they would enable a Black government through the means of

the state-ownership of 1and to redistribute the 87% of the land now held
by "whites" to ¥ "wlacks"™ on the basis of either "family-unita" or
"co=-operstives''; these provisions are designed to appeal in the firat
inatsnce to those, who are or consider themselves landless peasants,
Little thought seems to have been given, how subsistence farming on
family plots of necessarily limited size can support an otherwise

highly industrialis2d and modern economy; nor seem the compilera of the
program have considered the necassary tensions arising between s

modern urban proletariat dependend on a surplus of cheap food and af
nacfessarily reactionary peasantry desiring to share in the wealth of

a modernised state without being sble to produce xw# food in the quanti=
ties necessary to exchange them for goods and services, and the consequent
conservative brake on any political development within the country,

Little consideration has also been given to the conflicts arising out
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out of the dual role of the atate as owner of the means of production
on the one hand, where the state will act as a capitelist in competition
with private capital, and will thus be forced to exploit its employees
in order to make a profit, and thée state as finsl arbiter in the wege
claims of thé workers; experience with the present state ¢ontrolled
industry in Sputh Africa suggests that :he State tends to favour itself
as employer. Other nrcblem areas would lnevitably be the interference
of centralist state controlled economy on the one hend and regionalist
(""communalist") economy on the other hand,
While many Black Eonsoiouaneaa loaders have stated that they
"would not like to exslt the past at the expense of the present'', there
is nevertheless a tendency to idealise the tribal past, s belief that
"in the pre-Van Risbeeck deys we had a8 high regerd for peopie. their
property and for life in general'; a hope to '"reduce the hnld of teech=
nology over man end to reduce the materialistic element that is slowly
creeping into the African Gharacter’. Kaunde's praise of the simple
pessant in close relationship with nature is quoted by one leader
of Black Honsciousness in this context:
‘Those people who are dependent upon end live in closest relationship
with Nature arc moat sonscious of the operation of tﬁese forcen:
the oulse of their lives beats in harmony with the pulse of the
Univers=ey they.may be sfimple and unlettered people and their hori=
wons may be astrictly limited, yet I helieve that they inhabit a
larger world than the sophisticeted VWesterner who hpe megnified his
physical censes through invented gadgets st the price, all too often,
of cutting out the dimencion. of the spiritual,
One should not forget that the praise of the simple rural life hes bean
the stock-in-trade of 2ll those, whe while they would not dream to give
upt their Mercedea and theilr city mansion were devendent on the vote
of the conservative peesant elament; one should also not forget thet
Hitler, while professing to restore the German farmer to his God-piven

soll and while encouraging a 'Blut~und-Boden'mysticism, in fect esslisted
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in driving more peasants off the land than any other regime before.

It would be most unfair to moat of the ioadera and propagatora of
Black Eonaciousness a3 well as the masses supporting the novement
to accuse them of faschiam, racism or to draw too close a parallel
between their movement and German “ational 5ocialism or Afrikaner
Nationalism (which had its share of 'Socialism', even +Conmunisn® in
the early days of the Rand Mine 3trikes), s critical pnalsysis of
both the theory and praxis of the Black Consciousness ideology must
of necessity bring out clearly those dangerous alements in this ideelogy,
whict under spacific circumstances would be (and are) misused by demagugues
tr . ing to satisfy the masses with a nationaslistic and racist solution
to Souty African problens, The urgency of such g criticiam is underlined

Buthelezi, Franklin Sonn end Professor van

by the way in which men like
der Boss have utilised the xutimxmX ‘gut-level' appeal 2m of the Black
Consciousness ideology throughout the black community. An anslysis of

the Blaék Tonscioumsness 1deology must show that therse are good ra2asons

why 8 specifie group amongast thé noa=-citizens, the state-amployed middle
elsss (maglstratea, teschers, doctors etec) and those aspiriang to it on

the basis of their education formad the sssential core of the leadership
of the Black Consciousness movement, ani why the small class of enployers,
antrepreneurs aad some membera of the traditionslistic, backward-looking
group of chiefs supported (edwittedly their owm brand) of Black Consciousc
nesa, It w#will becone clear that they want to supplant the ruling elite
rather then to overthrow the entire system in South Africa; their dilemma
i3 that a black powar elikte could oaly be established in South Africa,

if the bleck masses could be motivated to take part in a strugzle which
would bring the masses very little reward in the end. In crder to

achieve this they were prepared to concede to the masses caertain demands,
just 83 TYitler's party included a strongly socialist platform, This
maneuvre wa8 possible =nd partly successful becausa of the sbaence of

a strong and visible focus of mass politieal expression efter the

Banning of the ANC, the PAC and the CPSA.
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Despite the danger of serioue misuse of the enthusiasm snd the
willingness of the masses to fight for their freedom £nd to destroy
the apartheid state, it would be wrong to overlook the viable elements
of Bleck EOnsciouaneaa and to condemn thias socisl movement &5 & whole,
A atetement put out bv the pupils of Athlone High School by exsmple
contained elements of what wbuld be targets for sttack for any South
African liberstion movement; they condemned the state of injustice
in South Africa} police brutalityj the suppression of protesti inferior
edncation; segregation lawa; and the plight of detainees, Their condenm=
nation of the apartheid state ssld:

¥e wish the pecple to know thst we are prepared to sacrifice =§§§

y&h
thing, our carefully planned c¢azreers snd espirations, for the
ensurance of a better and more just future,

When the actual eonfrontation started, the movement threw up leaders

who could fovr some time no lonper be controlled hy the relatively minute

'hlack® middleclssws, which in their turn demanded of the conllabaratora

of the aparthaid system, be they members of the Urban Bantu Couneils,

ba they the members of schoolbosards »r principals, be they homeland

leaders like duthelezi, to abandon all coropoeration with the systenm,

and wha, for the durstion of the unrest succeeded st least partially

to expose the seperate inatitutions as s fapce and to foree many of

the collahorators to resign from these institutions. At the crpe time

the movement, without giving up iits mein thrust egeinst seperste

education, took up some of the demande of the messes, reslising that

without the support of the messes it would necessarily feil not only

in the short but elso in the long run to mske eny impression eczinst

the military enud organientiousl might of the Suvuth African State,

It is significant that while movements like Inketha hzve eppropriated

some of the elements (especislly the more reactionary ones) of Black

Conseiousness thought, the urben masses have largelﬁ rejected such

ovaertures. While the organisation of th2 mocalled 'backlash! in Soweto

weS never comnletely uncovered, it was widely felt within the townships

that the whole backlssh hsd been planned and orchestrated by the police,
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the Urban Bentu Council, and thzt the Zulu Inkatha Cultural Hovemeat
had been the vehicle for the operation., When efter two days of bgck=
lash Chief Buthelezi and Mr. Thule, hesd of the Inkatha movement, saw
that their stragegias had not c¢onfused the masses, and even Michael
Mzobe, leader of tie Dube hostel, made an impassioned plea to 'our
brothers st Mzimhlope hoatal' to stop fighting other blacka, Buthalezi
went into Soweto and celled of the fighting. ?he whole effort evehtually
backfired, when the heostels supporte@ the strike of the 13th. 14th and
15th Se ‘tember 1976, one of the biggest ever strikes the country had
seasn When Buthtelozi and other collaborztors tried to insinuate them=
selbes to the masses as Black UcnsoiOusness leaders at the funseral of
Steve Hiko, the anger of the crowd was sz clear indication thai st least
the urban nassas had not been deceived by this strztegy. It is also
significant thet some oI the lzaders of the Zmwkm Soweto unrest k ia
exile have found their way to the traditional liberation movements,

The positive moments of Blasck Bonsciousness are to be found,
however, precisely when the experience of the ideclogues of Bisek
Consciousness azs members of an oppressed group forces them to reflect
on the relastionship hetwean noverty &nd 'blackness?', Y{thout Zully
grasping the exsct nechanism underlying this relationship Steve Siko
wrote:

It will not Ye long before the 3lacks relste thalr poverty to their

blackness in concrcote taerms. Beesuse of the tradition forced onto

the country, the poor people shall always be Bieck people, It is
not surprising,thercfore, that the DRlacks should wich to rid thenm=
selves of o system that locks up the wealth of the country in the
hands of & few. No doubt Riek Turner wus thinking of this when he
declored that'any Byaek governmeht is lilkely to be socialist’,

The main contribution of Black Consciousness km wes undoubtedly

that it stimulated the condidence, pride arnd assertiveness among large

s2ctions of the oppressed; evea if m revolution in the consciousnees of

the masses snlone I8 not sufficient to attain the goals of the oppressed,



~11-

it is a necesszry prerequisite for such a movenent. As Steve Biko
. put it:
The philosophy of Black consciousness, therefore,ernresuses group
pride snd tlie determinstion of the Biacks to rise and sttain the
the envisaged seif. At the heart of this kind of thinklng is the
realigstion by the Blacks that thi most potent weapon in the hends
¢f the crppressor si the mind of the oppressed. Omce the latter has
been so effectifely manipulested snd controlled by the coppressor
ag to make ths oppressed bslieve thal he is 1llsbility to the
Whits man, then there will Le nothing the oppressed can do that will
rsslly scarg the powerful mssters, Hence thinking along the lines
of Black consciousness mskew the Black man sies himsel? as o being,
entire in hirsalf, end not &s &n extansion of e braom or additionsl
leverase to some nechines At the end of 1t 811 he cainot tolersie
attempts by anybody to dwsrf the significsnce of his msnhood. Once
thls heppens, we shall know that tle real man in the Blesck person

iz beginuing to shine thraough,

The roots of Blzck Consciousness

B4 s o i i  m i am o mr as e m d mis e Aie mm s s s s e e = o
B

It is commonly accepted that the Black éonsciousness movement did not
originate in gouth Africa, bu® was imported from the U.,S.A., and that the
University Christian Movement &nd the National Union of South African
Students played a major part in the transmiasion of this ldeology to the
students of the &k ethnic universities in the sixtles., Note should,
however, be taken of the contention of Steve Biko that Black Consciousneas
in South Africa was & sequel to the sttainment of independence by so

many African States within a short time; while this may have eontribqted

to the mood, they mx certainly did not contribute the ideological structure
and terminology, as Siko nimself admits, while playing down the importance

of the American terminologys but an ideological system is after all

the coherence and structuring of thought by means of a terminoclogy.
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It will therefore vscowme nocessary to analyase the origina of Blook
Consciousness in the J.3.A., to sea to what degree Black Consciousassa
was @& valid sivempt Lo s0lve problems there, what faults are inhereat

in 1t, snd to what dagree its spplicatioca to the South African situation
had a clarifying effect or otherwisae,

A convoenignt startiagz polat for this snalyais seems to me the
figuss of ¥srcus Garvey sad his "Uaiversal Nagro Improv2ment Association",
tounded after the First World War. Hundreds of thausands listenei to
Harvey's condemnation of white racism and his sgzressive emphssis on
blac)..ens, Garvey developed a program of raeturn to Africa, "that black
Lion' gad nemed hrimself Provisionsl President of Africas. Deapite such
bizarre elements iz Lis proacuncements and sctions, he did bullt up xusk
organisations for economic self-help, demsnded black fectories, husinesses
and banks, and fourded £ few such un@ertskirgs himself, amongst chters
the Biack Star Line which wes destined to trunsport negroes willipg to
return to Afries., Despite his big orgsrisstion he foundered ir his
attenpt to esteblish a 'bleck cepitalismt, Klthough he eppesled to
the poorcst people in the ghettces, he did not develop & revolutiornary
socisl concept, but continued believing that capitalisp was necessary
for the development of the world, rhus in practice he expressed lhe
interests of the black middle class who were trying to develop & space
free from the competition of the poweriul 'waite' capitalism., Sirilar
concepis were developed Ly the "Tathers DPivine", the "Movement for the
49th Stace', varikous Abyssinisn sects, the "Hoorish Temples™, which were
a direct forrunner of tue Wxusk "Black Huslims™, led sinco 1934 by
5lija Muhanmed.

In the U.S8.A. it was nainly the weak entropnrensurial class
waleh opted from the begianing for some form of Black conﬂciousness,
becsuse it promised them a way tc exploit their own pzople by
directing thae buying powsr of 3lacks away from the powerful ‘white!?
bnericen industry azd conmerce “o their own inecipient industriss and

shops by "iHlegro Businees" and "BAy Black" Slogans. Being starved of
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cepitel and expencive know-how, Block could not hope to compete 24ainst
rmaltinational conpanies, advanced tcchnology and supernariet chainsg
12 they thercfore coull persuade other Blacks to buy in shops ownnd
by Bracks and largely supplied by a Black industry, or even heiter,
if a sepcraie Black State with inmport protection would allow Dlacks
to davelop their owa fndustry, they would have a captive market and
would thus %o rhle to accumulate the n=ocessary capital for develo:-ant.
There is undoubteily some ratisrality behind fhis argument. Steve
Biko nas taken it up:
It zoes without szaying that tha Black people of South Afriea,
in order to aalke th2 necesnsary strides in the new direction
thay are thinking o7, have to tak2 a long look at how they R
can use their economic powar %o thoir advantage. As the situation
atands todey, 70n2y from the Black wor3l tonds to tske af uai-
directionsl flow %o the Whits zocletly. Blacks buy from white
supermarkats, Whita greangrocers, White bottled stores, Wniite
chemists, snd, to ecrown it all, those whe can, bank at Yhite-
ownad banks, Needless3 to ssy, they travel to work in gevernmaat |
own2d traims or Yite-awned buses. If then we & wisk to mske use
of the 1ittls wa Y=v2 to improeva our lat, it een only l=usd to
grezter awsrenass of the power we wield as = group, The 'Buy
Blaskt cenpelgn thet is being wazed i;hgohsnﬁesturg arez Tvst not
be scoffed at.
But even if the existinz cepltelists would complztely withdrew from
Black sresas, snd Blacks weuld buy in Black shops (2ven if the price
were highar than in Vhite-owned supermarket chainsa), éven if the
profit frox such businecszes would not eventually flow inte white-owned
banks, even 1f Blecks coul? eventually tuild up a Black capitzliat
niche for themcezlves within the apartheid state (or even in 2 liberated
®outh Africe), the lot 5% the nejority of the workers would noat Ye
zlterzl1 by tlis exereise in amay wayj they would still he explaited:

by Blacks instead of Wiitzs, Tais is net to say that the oppras-ed



should not take a look at their economic power, so as to determinme
how they can use it in their strugglej but they will pzukix have =
to use tReir econownic powers as producers rather thaan their econonmic
power as consumers in that atruggle, even if such institutions as
consumera?' cooperatives (rather than privately owned shops in the
black areus) can play a definite role in the day to day struggle to
balance the budget of a worker's family, (Even the co-operative can

be used, however, as a front for private enterprise, as the establish=
ment of small so-called cow~oparatives of the B,P.,C. in the Weztern
Cape anowed, where with the aid of Anglo-American Eorporation aome

tc B.P.C. leaders were paid "director's" salaries,)

Ine guz groupa wnich advocate "Negro busimeus' and Buy Black"
slogans are the groups which tend to steer the Black Consciousnsas
graups awey Ifrom any struggle againsz exploitation, and it is this
group ~ in the U.8.A. 88 in South africa = whicn is most prone to the
mystical and racist elements o:i this ideology. gut wheress in Anmerica
the members of the professions and the civil cervants (including teachers)
pin their hopes on integration and eivil rights, ix in South Alrioca
thes@$ groups become sctracted to the ideology of Black consciousnuaa,
indeed were¢ the first to pick it upe. The resson forthis is, taat
while in Ameirica tnere ia at least a legalistie framework to proviie
the wmrans to press for an equal waX chance of 'black' mxkXuwnd citizens
in 3¢aools, universities, the itate serfice, the legal frame work ol
Sguth Alrice eipressely denies any sucn rignts to ‘non-waites'y uad
blocks any hope ol even af token sssimilation of tne 'black' intelligenteia
The introduction of Bantu dducation has made it clear to anyboiy whd
still forstered the illusion that the way ito au Ixism integraded
Sguth Africa was through the ardaous path of educgtionsl upliiting of
the oppressed was living in dream lande Dr. HeF. %erwoerd, then jtinlstar
of Jative A fairs, apeaking in she douse of Assembply on the 17%ta
September 1955, is reported in Hensard as having said thac "dantu

nducation' must be controlied iu conformity with the policy oi the
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State snd that educstion must train and teach people in sccoriance with
their opportunitiés in life; in teras of the §QVErnment's ¥EX vlen
for South Africa, thgre was no plece for the "Bantu" in the ﬂuropoan
community sbove the level of certain forms of labour. lMr. X VW.A. Maree,
the Minister who wes subwequently piaced in chsrge of Bantu lLducétion,
spesking in thp House of Assembly on 17th June 1959 sald amongst other
things, that fNoanhiteu".must not gain the fallacious impression that
academic training would remove discriminetion in South Affica, It is
clear from ﬁﬁese and similer statements that the hope by JSlacks in this
country for integration into s democratic structure and the insgitutions
of this couktry through educstion will never happen. fhe consaquent
large-scale involvement of acsdemics, students, teachers and pupile
in the South African Black Consciousneas Movement meant that the enphesis
of the struggzle was more on educetion, ideology and c¢onsciousness than
on the dewelopment of a seperate black industrisl ené commercial sphere,
although the Committee of Ten, in whieh top BoP.C, personmel were involved,
demanded repestedly that 2 business centre for Soweto business men be
established,

While Garvey produced very little which hes remnsined viable as a
possible ideology of Blacks, during the same time, under the impression
ol the xm slowly decsying colonisl system, William Du Hols attempted to
internetionslise the strugsle of American Negroes and $o relste it to
the question of decolonisation of Africa. His Iornulastion, "The problem
of the 20th Century is the problem of the eolour-line =~ the relstion of
the darker races to thne lighter', was taken up by the 3Black ccnscioﬁgi;ader
darney Pitysna, Implicit in this ststement is tue J rejsction of the
narxian formulation tnat the ovsrriding division in the cepitelist world
iz the msparakis sntagonism betwesn capitalists snd workers. It repleess
the esll, Workers of thae Yorld unite, which not onl n South Afriea
had been altered to ‘Wnite Workers ol tue “orld uuite' by the call

tBlocks unite'y

The Black people must see themselves a3 a unit. %hey nust reslize
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thzt thoy zre sa their awm, Thear destiny lies in their hands,

Yo amouant of interveation will give them czlvation. (B. Pityana).
In order to ereate this uaion of 21 Blze¢ks ia the world, Du %_913
belpéd to organize a PaneAfricean conference in London 4in 19CO,
follow~ in 1919 by the firat Pan-African ¢ongreas. Du Bois was the
main representztive of thsat wovemant in the T.S.,A. % Pan-ifric;niam,
like 2xm= the Pan-Slavonie xoveneut and the PanelGermanic meovenent,
was not & movaeuwest of the cppressed workers, but & 'nationalist!?
movemen., -f one can conceive of & nationelist movement which dous not
rafer to an existing nation-stete but to one 3till tc Be created.
Lise the Penuflavonic mavement, which wented to evezte a unified stnte
‘or &ll t'e various 8lavonic tribes =c2ttersd ove. Ezstoxru PVurope and
at thct tise members of verious mztion-states, like the Pzn-Gerasuic
movenment whieh wanted to unite the Germewe of the verlous Germen
Stetes, Switserlend and Austrie, as well as those who were living
under Frenchk, Puteh end Russisn controll, PeneAfricernism sttemsted
to instill into the Blzck mesces in Africa and those ia Emile in Anerics
the concclousness of g common destiny and eventuslly a cormon fathe-a
lanc. #3 Ponepfricenisu did not Lave 2 radical or revolutionery program
to mobilise the messes, its selfconsciousness =nd stretegy turned asainly
to the 'Elack' middle®cloasc and intelligentsia.\Instead of mobilising
the ravolutionsry resistsnce of the Afrierr people it appesled rorally
to the colenia) powers, snd marv delegates, beceuse of their position in
the colonial hierarchy, meinteined better personsl reletiors to their
coloniel osppressors then to xheir the oppressed people of their own
countries., After three congressee - in 1921 (London, Brussel, Paris);
in 1923 (London end Tiscabon)i 2nd ir 1927 (lYew York) the movemeant went
dormant until the new Pon-Africen Uon-ress wes eslled to~zther in
‘srichest:r in 1945, This revived Dan-Africsnist movenent mede Ztnalf
£2lt sveatually in the rolitiszs of the South Africev frezdom movenments,
when the 'Africaaists? in ©he A.N,C., during the eliction demoneirations

of 1958 openly opposed the lesdarstip of Albert Lutuli and “is policy
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of rsciel ¢o-operstion with *Colovreds?, 'Indians' end the 'whits?
Coneresas of Democrate, While.aeeing some of the lozic of the Africsnists,
Luthvli et thet time srzued thet the pelicy of uniting s8ll rezisters

to white supremaoy, regsrdless of race incressed the impzet of resistance
snd forrpekled a future non-rscialistléouth Africa., He believad that

= radically exclusive resistsnce wss the wrong reply to 2 rsiicslly
exclusive oppramssion, that it was morally wreaz. While he admitted that
tactically the con¢antration of the forcea of resistance may have

roma advontazem, ha warned of the effact in the long run, where 1t

would oostruct the astablishment of s broadly bssed new Scuth African
society., The e%téblishment of the P,A.T, in that year, in any case,
introdused a sarious split in the “enmth African liberatien movanmat,

at a time when tha Nationalist govarament wes pmx prepsring for the

total Aestruction »f the Africon oppoesition to its policy.

Newvartheleas the Pan-Africanist movement = in Africa and America -
aontributed not only to the development of the idasolopgy of Black
Cansciousness, but to the strugzle in South Africa itself, partiocularly
during and aftapr the Sharpeville-shootings,.. Apart fron its political
contribution Pan~Africanisa right from its inception nas left its mark
on the development of a '3lack' art. Westindian and sfrican influences,

8 atrong interest in primitive cultures in Americs end in Western

durope, the menoriea of a *folk-culture' in the South of the UeBehoy

and th2 alienstion of the Merroes in tne ghetto-suburbs of tre North
combined to brinz shout g 'Negro-Renaisssace' (also celled 'Haprlem
Renaissance' or ‘New Nepgro'), 'Wnite! Awericans =nd Furopesas soon
assimilated this new culture, snd even commeccialised its ‘'emotionality?
aad Yorimitivenessal, Stieesging the fprimitivens=css' of iegro and African
art, wuropesn intellectuals bemosred the destruction of ‘'primittvs?

art forms by rrogress, but iu a0 way spelled out thet this 'progrecs?
wss, sean frow the BAleck noint of view, notiing else but the explaitation
and oppression of fFhwxbiwxek rcolonielism; the 'Hegro-Rensigsanca' and

ziriler wrov:ments, like the !'Hegritudet-uoverent in the French-sypesking

soloales, thus allowed the ~uropesn iancellec¢tuasl the illusion of
9
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~mmethy with the sirunzle of t=n '"Blseks?, without forcinz him to
spell out clesrly hia opprneeition to the ecolonial zvetem, sezrabetion
or saartheid. Tn contr-ast to mera Tarant develaopnents, Blaox art
tnftially wns a shants Airented in tha firat 4nstance tawsrd the White -
onpres . ., 3ust a3 thg Pon-iPricanizt aavenant sterted off x3 » 1lea
to the ¢oloniati=% and annreesor %0 ba mara avaansy becanse t¥is '73lagk?
art was prodnc2d lsrzely far a YWhitat mnarxat a Ameriza and "rene,
anly thosa werig “adl any hops af haeins 2udlishad, nrinted, =zold er
perforn.4, which while heinsy suitedbly [lack, Kegro, 'nvrimitived,
where neverthaless not rsdicsl in their snalysis of the mituatien of
tha aparesaari, Tespite Ghe danrcer of mere posinring hefore s tWhite!
audience, =<ah of $he srt vradnced {n tLhese movemonts has hensme an
invslushiz 2d3ition teo the *Black! tradition and thus s contribution to
the zarved¥nmaut of a vositive euléiral 341 f=conssinusnass of the ezraes
in Amrring, the Blesks of Franghe=smasiinz ecuqtrins snd fiaslly to
Afpisa o 0 whnle, Poata gnd wrifsrs like Lanastan Myghes, Clrudse MeXay,
Cruntie Tu1lles, Stsrliny Brawn, Jessis Pauasct, Jean Taomar, and hintoriens
like Dw nda, Curier G, Woodson, Alein Locke, Arthur A, Schomvure, and
Foly Yovoas tpiad o farmminste this ne2w 'Blsek' aonsclousaass, whieh
+21le 1t Aid dnelude the right ts prisist *vhita? power avonmit 1t9
tanetsz, wee net the revelutinoary eonsciovtne3ds of a e¢liass, hut the
reeie) congciouseesa of n grour ol renple supnressed Wy g rmeist
1deolory.

Tha Nerro Renais«ence ss & cultural phenomenon ended with the world
scononic erisis of 1920; the welleto-do *whita? pudience whiesh h=d
titkerto rupnorted it ard hed revelled 4n the exotic astactz of thra
vulierel blzck rensisssrce, suddeunly wat confronted by other more preesing
~roblens; She worey oWeilerble for culft-rel activitées ferrercod cons

ceherahly, In the hitter socinl and econoric wroblemn of the glettpes

T

I fhe vhirties the blroks 4! amselves turied awsy fror the utorndien

vocramente of tha fventien —u? engeped in nore immedintelr pelevent

voelitienl aud trode wrion asiruprle ageinct hunger, vremployment pand
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discrimination, and for a soclety of freedom on the basis of material
equality.
Daspite some of the dubious elements in ks ideology, the Pan=
Africanist movement is important historically as a first focus for
many of the national liberstion movements of Africa., As esarly as 1903

John Dube ¢.8., founded the well-known Zulu newspaper % Ilenge Lase

Natal, to serve ms a mouthpiece of African viewpoints, and in 1912
he helped to establish the A.N.C. He was influenced by the foundation

«f the National Asaociation fpr the Advancement of Coloured People

under Du Bois and by the ideas of Booker T. Washington, and in the
pursuit of these ideas founded the Ohlange Institute = for Adult
Education, what did not find a following until much later was the
eult of ‘primitive' exoticiasm, understandably so in the gouth African
context, as most of the intellectuals propagating some form of
Pan-Africanism had just themselves escaped the 'primitive' conditions
of the tribal homelends by way of their mostly Christian education,

and had little sympathy with pagan rites and tribal 1life. Byt there

were some voices like H.I.E. Dhlomo's-poem, The Drums of Africa (1944),
which very early expressed the nocstalgie of the urbanised African for
a8 tribal society undisturbed by colonial depredetion; and the slogan

Mayibpye Africa ( May Africa return, i.e. as it was before colonialism)

became the battle cry of the A.N.C. This myth of the once virgin Africs,
to whom one must return, finds more and more xgm prophets as urbanisstion
proceeds, In the confrontation between the industrialised metropolis

and the mirage of the African'paat in trival homelands, the elements

of Africen culture very often gxmm disintegrate into fairyfale like

dream worlds, as in the '"nostalgic torment" of Winston Nkondots poem

As I welk the streets of Joh'burg'(1975). Not only does he make this

past the fountein of magic rejuvenation -~ he leaves the city "the way
of the hare" but returna "with the stride of xhkmxk a lion' = hut a
past which can always be reached by a '"pilgrimage back home":

home of birds caged in freedom darkling-undergrowth

home of prayer of black soil with ever ears
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home of rituasl prayer of wet corned sacrificial
home of the song-hands kneed around the sacred tree
hoge of the herobed coloured graves
where spirits love, live and chastise
While after the colonisl and missionary denigration of all things
African as pagen and primitive, a more positive turn towards the
cultural and social heritage of Africa is undoubtedly a necessity,
ag idealisstion of this past can only lead any African libergtion
moveme.at into indissoluble economic and social dilemmes. Steve Bikos
con.ept that African culture has been ‘*arreated' by colonisation,
and that what 15 necesssry is not to go back to but to defelop out of
its own roots and bring upt to date what wass valuable in African
culture, is more realistic:
Qur culture must be defined in conecrete terms. We must relate
the past to the present and demdnstrate an historical evolution
of the modern African. We must reject the attempt by the powers
that be to project an arrested image of our culture, They have
deliberately arrested our culture at the tribsl stage to perpetuate
the myth that African people were near-cannibals, hsd no real
ambitions in life, and were preoccupied with sex and drink. In
fact the wide-spreed vice often found in the African townships
is a result of the interference of the White man in the natural
evolution of the true native cudture. 'Yhere colonisation is a
fact, the indigenocus culture begins to rot and among the ruins
something begins to be born which is condemned to exist on the
margin allowed it by the Zuropean culture.,' It is through the
evolution of our genuine culture that our ident¥ k can be fully
rediscovered.
Such & concept while it still adheres to the somewhat doubtful entity
'African culture' (doubtful insofar ms *African cultureat can be shown
to be of such irreducible variety and open to so magy outside influences

that it hecomes questicnable to talk asbout one African culture without
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" reference to time and place, and insofsr as culture 1s not bound to

on the one
continents but to nationstetes mixtkm hand and to all menkind on the
other) at least avoids some of the ambiguities and dangers of xuek
the ¥xwuEx "return to...'" stance (to nature, to the way of our ancestors,
to more primitive socisl frameworks etc.) which can be clearly demonstra=z
ted in an analysis of similwr movements in the Europe of the 18th,
19th snd 20th Camtury). The idealisstion of tprimitive' man by
Rousseau had a definite revolutionsry bies, and was understood as such
by both sdherents and opponents of the French gevolution: his concept
of the social contract, which destroyed man's primeval abaolute
freedom, forms the basis of the early bourgeois attack against
feudalism and absolutism; not that the bourgeoisie of the 18th century
hoped to return to such primitive conditions; but if man was born free
and only delegated his powers to princes and kings in some mystiecal
past, then he can dmimgaim dissolve this contrect and taske back all
these powers and start anew, In the same way, the memory of a precolonial
Africas serves to repudiste the myth that the "Black' man was born
to be slave and servent: he was free.once, that freedom was taken from ‘
him by 'white power?!, and can thus be won back by 'black power?®,
But this concept is open to abuse: While some of the “omentics of the
98th and 19th century were fousseauists in thexrevolutionary sense,
many used the same type of argument for thelr reactionsary purpose:
they praised the Middle Ages, its political and socisl structure, ss
against the rational levelling of the humean race on an egalitarian
basis g8 sdvocated by the ®#t Enlightenment, as the truly harmonious
society of the past to which we must return. Not only did they laud
the 'orgsnically grown' structures of feudalist dark agea and oppose
the rationality, progress and enlightenment of the Age of Reason,
in order to oppose the development of a democratic bBurope, but they
used this often mythicsl past to give the concept of the nation state
a historieal dimension. During thé 19th century thus the mythology of

the free, morally pure and forthright Teutonic tribes at the time of
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Tacitus became the political legend fdrat of the Second Reich, foumded
on the weapons of the victorious Prussians and then of the discontented
petty=-bourgeoisie & of Germany. Tho dream of the past splendours of the
Arysn race led directly to Hitler's racist concepts and indirectly —
reinforced similar concepts of Afrikaner nationalism,

WVhile an uncritical adulation of Cheka's Prussian milidarisa
could well become the ideclogicel foundastion of e militarist Zulu
nationalism and a nationalist %ulu dictatorship, it would be unfair
not & to differentiste between the nationslism of the “uropean bour=
geoisie, the feshism of the 20th century European petty bourgeoishe
end the various forms of African nationslism, Put it would be wrong to
deny, thet there is mmiyxmus no difference in the last instance
between the 'normal' and 'positive’ nationalism of the liberation
movements fighting against foreign occupation, colonialism snd
economic exploitation and ‘abnormsl' and ‘'negstive' forms of nationalism,
such a3 naziism, fasschism, and Afrikaner nationalism: although
nationalism and faschism differ€ in virulence and violence, all forms
of netionalism arise out of the same root cause sand the transformation
between a benign and a deedly form of nationslism depends merely on the
kind of pressure the outaide world brings to bear on a country. The
root cause of nationalism is, as Tom Nairn has shown, the tuneven
develépment of history', or in other words, the developmeat of capi-=
telism in tkx a few states of Western Europe snd North Americaj;
the swamping of other countries by this new form of production threatened
8ll backwards countries with bewoming colonies of the great metropolitan
countries, m unless they could mobilise the massés of their own country
againat this threat, The first countries to feel this threat vere

Germany, R

ussia, Spain and Italy, overrun by the mxm Napoleonic armies
of France; being themselve backward and underdeveloped, they could hold
their own only by appealing to the masses with nationalist slogans;

but since these masses hed very little incentive for defending their

country in which they had no materisl stake, nationalism had to rely
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irrationsl motives and Romahtic notions, Nationslism X must alweys be
a popular moement, a mass movement, and it therefore uses folk culture
and folk tradition, a recourse to the 'good o0ld times' before industris=
lisation, to mobilise the masses againat the onlaught of a 'foreign?
capitalisemn,

Nationalism is in faect the ideology in the first instance of the
oppressed countries of the periphery, threatened to be taken over by
the metropolitan countries of the centre {which in turn become nationalist
if threatened by the rise of newer metropolitan powers). The ambiguity
>f nationalism lies in the fact that it has to mobllise the masses of
a country against progress, because progress under capitslsist conditions
inveriably means domination; in other words, since the means of material
production which ensure material progress are in the hand of private
individuals concentrated in certain sog¢alled 'developed' countries, the
underdeveloped countries as a whole, including their ruling elite, are
thresatened by proletarianisation, impoverishment, sctive underdevelopment;
since the profit extrescted from e&ll work done in a colony or 2 state
with semicolonisl status, flows into the metropolis, there is of necessity
@ romantic anti-capitslist note in 811 netionslism., But et the same time
the netionsal liberetion can only be secured agesinst continuing inroads
of metropolitan colonielism, if the methods of cepitalism ere applied
now not for the benefit of the metropolis but for the benefit of the
indigenous elite. Out of the contrzdictions between the need to develop
an 'indigenousat' capitslism snd to ward of 'foreign' cspitalism, between
the attempt to return to pre~cepitalis forms of living snd the impossibi=
lity of it, develop the t'irrationalities' of any nationalism, which
lesd, if only the pressures of the antagonistic contradictions becone
severe enough, to some kind of faschism, which is the only form teo
contain suech contradictions, While it is clear that Black Nstionalism
at the moment hasnot yet reached this stage, its manipulation in that
direction is m constant possibility.

Besides being an anawer to an outside threat, nationalism slways
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also 15 an answer by the nationsl bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeols
clesses against the threst of the revolutionary socialism of the
lshouring mesass and en internstionslist communiat movement, While
nationslist movemente in general draw their main aupport from the
petty bourgeois cldsaes, threstendd by internationsl cppitalisnm

to loose its relatively privileged position and to drift down into the
proletastiat, snd feeling threatendd by the internationalist communist
novement in their property, these movements do also attract the
bourgeo.s classes who use it to further their colbnielist strategy

and .neir sttempts to corner & % lerger share of the world merket,
and at x least some of the working classes, who are disgilluisioned

by the strategies of the socialist and communist parties, who do not
scem to be sble to bring sbout a material advance towards a socialist
state. Since the petty bourgeols classes are a minority they'cannot
attain power without the material support of the bourgeoisie and the
voter support of at lesst some of the working classes; even so they
hgve to resort very often to methods which are '1llegsl! within Western
democracies (putch, civil wer, manipuletion of the election procedure).
The faschist politicel plstform thus invardiably contaim e mixture of
mutually exdlusive demsnda which are superficially harmonised in such
a way that it appeses es if the interest of the vesrious £ classes whose
support is sought sre if not identical then at least not conflicting.
ﬁheae platforms typicelly contain statements of aggeessive nationalism,
imperialism and expansionist colonialism (these may be missing in a =
country where the national bourgeoisie is weak, or they mey be veiled,
where the rising national bourgeoisie cannot yet a2fford a war with
surrounding countries); strong #emands for the conservation of the
interests of the petty bourgeoisie asnd the farmers agsinst destruction
of traditional forms of production and distribution by capitaliem

(in order not to offend the national bourgeoisie these ere often phrased
in such 2 way as to equate capitelism = with foreign - Jewish, American,

International capitddism); in order to bolster the sagging self-conskious=
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ness of the petty~bourgeoisle the platform ususlly contains racist
and chauvinist statements about the superiority of the partigular
nation ¢oncerned; finally the typically faschist program contains
some social promises for the masses, such as the reduction of unemploy=
ment, improvements in social secutit;. and statements about the xb
nobility of kx manual labour ste,

rhe ease of the Afrikaner nationalism and Black netionalism is
slightly different in that the addreasee of that program is only
one. section of the population, whieh is,however, usually equated with
t e totality of the state: thus the Afrikaner nationalism with &
South African nstionalism. It is because of this that Black Nationalism
besrs some resemblance to Afrikaner nationalism, particularily in its
more rabid forms which threaten to ditve the Whites into the ses,
Both the Afrikener, after the Anrlo-Boer War and tha 'black' nom-citizens
until the present day were compl:otely excluded from the benefits of
the capitalist economy of gouth Atrica. In both csses we have a large
group of disposseessed peassnts and farmers drifting into the proleta=
riate, led by e gfoup of intellectusls (teachers, priests, sdministra=
tors etc.) demsnding a share of the capitalist economy for their
‘nation’., In both cases the damands sre not made for a class (the
workers) but for a nationsl, ethnic or racist entity (the Afrikaner-
volk, the 'hlacks', or in the case of Inkatha, the Zulus). This
explains some of the astonishing similarity of some of the pronocuncements
of the Afrikaner leaders of the thirties and Black m Power leaders in
the lste sixties: like the ideologues of the Afrikaners, they aré
the intelligentsia and the petty bourgedis element excluded from the
political and economicel positions of power, and want to replsce the
present power elite, An example of such similarity is a memorandum

under the title Basie Principlea, signed by M.C. Botha, then Honorary

Secretary of the Afrikaasnse Kultuurrsad end the Pretoriase Onderwysraad,
later Minister of Bantu &ducation end Bantu Administration, in which

he calls for a general strike by pupils, students and teachers (dated
ITXXBx



w26
11~10=43) against the enforcement of dual medium instruction in
white schools; just as the Afrikaner at that time protested
vigorously sgainst & partial instruction through the hstéd medium
of English, so in 1976 Black teachers snd students prote:sted against
the enforced instruction of part of their syllsbus through the
hated medium of Afriksasns, Jimmy Kriiger (in an interview with the
BBC) therefore had no objections to Black Nationslism, which would
forster pride in being black, would mske them go back to their owm
cultire; the only objection he had to the Black Eonsciousneas Movement
snd Plack Power was, that they were too 'extreme' snd 'racist?, i,e,

militantly snti-White,

"Bidek Power"

In 1966 Stokeley Carmichael mobilized his coloured audience on a
c¢ivil rights march through KisxXikxx Mississippl with the rellying

cry of 'Black Power?'; it highlighted the strains within the civil
righta movement, and showed thet 'Blacks ' were no longer prepsred

to work under the tutelage of *Whites', that they were prepared to
atrike out on their own, snd thet they reiected what they regerded

a3 the ineffectfdive tactics of white and black liberals. In
1968/59*Black'dtudents, previously members of the 'white! liberal
students orgsasnisation NUSAS, broke away from xksmx that organisation
and formed their own, SAS0O, after the first signs of strain had

msde themselves felt on the NUSAS-coneress of 1967 in Grahamstown.

It is highly debateble whether the parallelism of the two events

is =xXx msrely coincidental; undoubtedly there existed s long trasdition
of Afrikanism, Pan-Africsnism snd Black Nstionalism in South Africa
itself, but the specific form whiech Black Gonsciousness asumed

shows clearly that it took its cues from the black power movement in
the U.3.,A., but also that it adppted it to the South African cireum=
stances, where the 'Blacks' were in a majority, esnd where they hsd not

been brought as slaves but demanded their rights as the original in=
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habitents of the country. While e.ks the right to ermed resistance
sgainst a racist and injust system featared in the ideology on both
sides of the Atlantie, such demands as for the autonomy of & Black
state within the U,S,A, were modified to become the demsnd for a
tBlgek' outh Africa. While equally the movement of "Black Iximm
Muaslim" or the "Nation of Isdam" did not make much inroads into the
South Africsn scene, some of its puritgnism has coloured the attack
of the Jouth Africsa movement-agsinat the alcohclism prevalent and
even forstered bvt the Eouth African gobernment under the 'Black?®
population, 84t the Black Muslim Movement created-one political lesder
who later - when he had left the movement - became next to Stokeley
Carmichael and Eldrigge Cleaver one of the most important leaders

éf the movament: Malcolm X. xhe most important elements of his progrsam
for a 'revolutionary Black nstionalisin' were: 1, the demsnd for a
armsd Black liberation strugsle in Americe and the scceptance of
revolutionary violence; 2. the extension of the struggle from civil
rights to human rights; 3, the self-consciousness of xx® Black America
#s part of the internstional liberation struggle of the '%hird World's
4, The rejection of the rscism of the 'Black Muslims';. 5. the insight
thst oppression end emancipation were not bound to skin ¢olour and
that white revolutioneries could be sllies in the struggle; 6. a more
Exukmzx pragmatic policy ss fer ss 'Bleck sutonomy*wss concerned:
instead of the Utopisn Negro state he demanded Black contrnl over

the Black ghettoes, ?he contradictions in his program sre apparent:

as Black revolutionsry he regarded Black society ss classless, and
while he accepted white revolutionsries as mkimik allies he d#d not
exclude Black businessmen as potentiml opponents of the Black masses
from the movement. It is understendsble thzt after a hundred years

of white treasson in the elass struggle in America he no longer saw
solidarity with the k white worker ae realistic possibility; but he
did not see that the problems of the ghetto could not be solved in

isolation &nd kkak that his struggle would either end in the establish-
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ment of & Black elite in the suburbs who controlled these suburbs
with the tacit approval of the white elite or would neceasaruly end
in the revolutionary change of the uociety ags a whole, S¢miler attempt
by the Comittee of Tan to bring Soweto under é#ffective Black control )
{instesd of the puppet control by Urban Bantu Councils) as partisl
solutions within a country which otherwise remains in the grip of
apartheid would be doom:d to the same fate,

It must be remembered that while it is essier to organiase
resis.ance in the ghettoes where 'Blacks' are amongst themselves
cc .trol over the ghetto will in no way hinder control over most of
the Blaeks' life outside the ghetto: his life as a worker, his subz
j.ction to all the laws of apartheid during moet of his weking life,

Lange, Nyesnga etc,

would not cesse, even if Soweto would become Bantustan-like or even
truly sutonomous entities. Dut st ths work plsce 'Blacks' are not
among themselves; they are confronted with white workers who have
8 privileged position within the capitalist system becsuse of apartheid
and who, while being exploited, do not share the same conditions with
their 'Black colleagues, It jia therefore extremely difficult for the
Black worker to see the “hite worker as a worker, exploited like himself,
victim of 5 system, whose pregondition is the power of capital over
the worker., It is therefore understsndsble why the struggle of Black
Power was directed over the control of the ghettoes, why it orzanised,
demonstrated snd fought within the ghetto, not at the place of work,
and that the efforts of organised '3lack' trade unions in douth Africa
in the early seventies and the efforts of the warious Black Canaciousnes!
movements between 1975 and 1978 had so few points of coincidence, and
that the strikes in Natal snd Wamibia did not coincide with the
unrest in the Black ghettoes,

The form of the struggle of the Black Power movements was thus
tyvically the 'unrest' in the ghetto, rarely spilling over into the
white city centres, rsrely involving the workers, In America .2

there were a series of spontaneous rebellions in the ghettoes between
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1964 and 1969, culminating in riots in over 120 4merican towns

after the murder of Martin Luther King, finally crushed by the over=
powering spparstus of oppression mustered by the statej at the same
time the spontaneous rebellion wes given up as s form of political
protest in fesvour of other more coordinated forms of politicel
resistance, gimilar ghetto-rebellions in South Africe were crushed
even more ruthlesaly by the Bouth African governmant,

While they were talking about armed resistance, the Black Power
movements have not bheen sble to oppose the organised terror of
police and army, with anything on the same scale. Both in Amsrica
and outh Africa very few 'Whites' have been killed, as opvosed to
thousands of Blacks. Here and in America the 'violence' of the 'Biacks*
was nearly exclusively directed sgsinst objects, mostly symbols of
the ha£ed ‘white rule' such as offices of the state, the state«owned

beer-halla, schools, libraries, buses etc, In A

merica plundering of
white shop-owners festured more prominently than in ¥outh Africa,
where the main shopping centres are o1tside the ghettoes, The defest
of the unarmed rebellions in America wss followed by calls from

Black Power lesders thet Blacks should erm themselves, and srmad
resistance groups were organised on a local level; tha underground
groups tried to organise and coordinste the resistance on a nationsl
level; how fsr this hae succeeded is difficult to sey so farj; but it
is significent that‘thts phase was using solgens not of class struggle
but of the nstional liberstion movements of Africa. The South African
situstion after the d® banning of all Black Consciousness Movements
in 1977 is even more difficult to analyse, but it seems that a lsrge
portion of the rebels have left the ecountry and joined the existing

liberation movements, the A.N.C., and the P,A.C.

South African B leck Consciousness Movements

v
Undoubtedly the firat snd most important RBRlack onsciousness movement

in Joutk Agrica was SASO; and far beyond this movement the generally
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acknowledged leader wss Stephen Biko. It 4s significant both for the
style of Stephen Biko and for the nearly unbridgeable communications=
gap between 'white' and 'black® South Africa that most white South
Africans heard about Biko for the first time after his murder by
the police in detention, and were shocked and surpiised to discover
that this 'black' student leader commanded the attention of all the
world's news medis. He was in fact the founder of and the main im=
spiring force behind the Black Consciousness movement which addressed
itsel’ first to these Blacks then educsated in the ‘'seperate’ institution
of ‘Bantu Education', the recislly segregated Universities and schools,
to prepare it for a new phase of the struggle for freedom, At first
the tactics of the various Black Consciousnese movements reminded omne
of the tactica of the banned P,A.C., with which Blac¢k conaciouanaas
has indeed a number of ideoclogical similerities. Just as Robert
Sobukwe had broken from the A.N.C., over the growing influence of whites
and communists over the policies of that orgenisation, a trend which
he saw as diluting the essentislly black nature of the struggle,

While the rejection of such 'white' liberal institutions a=
NUSAS was traumatic, some of the 'white' leaders understood that =
the necesssry radicalisation of the black struggle could not take
place 1in largely white-oriented orgsnisations, and that an organisation
1ike NUSAS was un-ble to represent adequstely the xmx views of Black
students, ‘he main difficulty wesd that 'white students' could not
count on a large section of the voters to back up any radical demands,
that redicael support éven in the socslled open univeraities was
low, and that therefore there was af constant gap between the radical
thethoric of NUSAS and its virtual insbility to bring esbout chenge,
In conirast SASO adherents felt, that they not only represented
black students but all black people; because of their identification
with all blacks theyd hoped (and events have proved them at least
partially right) that they could organise blac resistance, once freed

of the burden of a vacillating and isolated body like NUSAS.
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The other major breeding ground of the Black Consciousness ideology
in South Africa were the churches where blsck ministers expressed
more and more c¢oncern over the contradictions between the liberal
statements of (mainly white-run) churches and their segregsted and
racislist practice. The University Christian Movement, the Christian
Institute with its Spro-Cas program leading towards s Black communitiea
"Program, and the South Asrican Souncil of Chumches afforded opporsuni=
ties for the development of a 'Blsck Theology®s, Theologlens like
dr. Allan Boesak saw to it that th.e Synod of the N.%., Sendingskerk
discussed the apsrtheidssystem, the Broederbond, the terrorism lews,
Crossroads, and roundly denosunced government policy from‘this forum,

Next to 3AS0 the two most important Black Consciousness organi=
sations were no douht the Black People's Convention and the South
African Students Movement, Thz Black People’s Convention tried to
function as a noliticel party for blacks in the absence of the banned
liberation movemants A.N.C. 2nd P.A.C. Through its external secratsriat
in Botswana it hoped to mske contact not only with all the major
capitels of the world but also with the liberation movements in exile,
Its president wes ¥xx Kenneth Rachidi, its honorary life president
¥xx Stephen Biko, Motions st its last congress in Februsry 1977 and
at 2 common meeting with SASO in May 1977 cslled for the deyelopment
of black ert and culture, welcomed the collapse of the Soweto Urban
Bantu Council e&nd condemned multirscial concessions in the field of
sport on the rrounds that sport would continue to be abnormal until
all South A.ricens had ecusl economic and political rights. Very
interestingly st the meeting with SASO s motion was sdopted condemning
the sctivities of the Urbsn Foundstion for ssboteging the interesgts
of Blackse in S5,A. by cresting a blzck middle c¢lass; this resolution
shows ¢learly thet shortly bhefore its bsnning both orgzenisations
were vecowing a wwase of some of the contradictions of blaék

consciousness economic policy (which hss been analysed previously

in this peper).
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Most immediately involved in the unrests of 1976 and 1977 was undoubt=
ddly SASM, the South African Students Movement, which operated mostly within
the schools, black high school pupils forming the predominant membership.
While members of this movement have shown an incrddible courage under the
onslaught of South Africas organised police fwxmx force and special sections
of the army, and while the student leadership thrown up by this movement
has clearly shown gtrong leadership potential under very difficult circunm
stances, the congresses of this movement have also fully taken part in
the formulation of policy for the Black liberation struggle. The 1977
general meeting by example passed such resolutions as: all government
created bodies should be rejected; workers should participate fully in
in the liberation of the country; wages should be determined by ability;
foreign investment should be condemnedd as it aided apartheid; professional
people should serve their own community; and religions should be made more
indigenous and promote the black atrugple., While some of these demands -
like the concern with a black religion~are clearly marginal to main concern
of the masses, and fit clearly into the concern of a black educated middle
class; while others like the demand for wages according to ability merely
echo the bourgeois liberal demands for equal opportunity and wages; the
main thrust to involve the labouring masses in the struggle for liberation
shows a growing awareness that the liberation struggle isx not to be fought
on igssues concerning the students alone.

The Black Consciousness movemant spawned a host of other organisations
with more limited goals, such as the Black Parents Association under the
charimanship of Dr. Manas Buthelezi, which played a role in educationa 1
and community affairs in Soweto and elsewhere, and which gave aid to the
families of detainees and victims of the Soweto unrest. Other Black
Consciousness organisations dealt more specifically with Black culture,
such as the Union of Black Journalists (UBJ), the African Social Educational
and Cultural Association (ASSECA), the South African T#achers Association,

or with Black religion and theology, like the Interflenominational African
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Ministers' Association, add the Black Priests' solidarity group.
Directed to specific age groups and sections were also the Black Women's
Federation (Congress) and the various Youth Organisationsrgrouped
loosely around a National Youth Organisation.

Most of the Black Consciousness Organisations were banned, and many
of their leaders either banned or detained on the 19th October 1977.
Since then the Black Consciousness movements have gone underground and
it isdifficult to ascertain anything about their further development,
Bu. as these organisations in the last few months of their existence
seemed to be moving towards a closer cooperation with the banned and exiled
liberation movements, the A.N.C. and the P.A.C., it seems reasonahlbte
to assume that the banning of the Black Consciousness movements and the
large scale flight of many of the office bearers and members into exile
before and after the bannings might have brought them ever closer togehher.

Not being Black Comsciousness Movements in the proper sense, and
outspokenly hostile to the Black Peoples' Convention and its alleid
organistions, but nevertheless riding on the crest of Black Consciousness
and finally profiting to some degree by thelbanning of the Black Consciaus=
ness movements were organisations like Tnkatha Yaamkululeko Yesizwe,
the National Cultural Liberation Movement, based in KwaZulu, with Chief
Gatsha Buthelezi as its president, and the Black Unity Front, opposed to

homeland independence,

Black Consciousness in South Africa: a reactionary tendency?

In this paper I have at various points shown certain analogies za between
the Black Conscious ideology and the a ideology of National Liberation
Movements on the one hand, and the ideology of Nationalism, Faschisém

and Mational Socialism on the other hand. I hakw have tried to point out
the essentially petty bourgeois nature of Black Consciousness, while

at the same time attempting to uncover some of the more radical nractices
of the Dlack Consciousness Movment, particularly in the South African

€ontext. The question therefore arise, how the Black Consciousness movement
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should be assessed and evaluated, both as to its historical rola and its

significance for the future struggle for a liberated South AFrica.

Perhaps the most significant failure of the Black Consciousness movements
in South Africa was their fgailure to concentrate on issues which concerned

the vast masses of South Afrien workers, and thus to involve them in the
struggle either to late or not on issues which were of a high priority for
them.. This in the light of widespread strikes in the country in the
severnties, particularly the Durban strikes of 1973,, and in view of the
extremely high unemployment figures (said to have been more than 2 million)
shows a serious communications deficit between workers and students,

which was not really overcome even by the student inspired strike actions,

as these actions were not fought on the essentially economic demands of

workers but on educational matters, somevhat remote from the immediate

concern of the workers. On the other hand, the ¥ Black Consciousness

movement's own labour organisation failed to make much impact amongst

black workers. Until they were banned, Black Consciousness movements

dealt with the issue of exploitation relatively wvaguely. They focussed
primarily on political power, and a mere redistribution of political power

to xhe black leaders does not hold out much hope for the most economically
deprived: his fate is not much changed by becoming a voting exploited la=

bourer. The defeat of the Rlack Consciousness movement by the terror

of all the might of the apartheid state, brought about a clear change in

attitude, witnessed by the issues taken up by the underground newspaper

of the Black Consciousness moverent, People's Voice of June 1978,

where the emphasis was on the living conditions in the ghettoes and
"howelands", the humiliating and terrible working conditions of the people,
starvation wages, the working conditions of domestic 'slaves', and

wvhere students state that they mustlearn to take up issues which affect

the oppressed worker, such as the housing crisis, the "squatter" carmps,

the cost of living (remt, food, transport etc.) and the lack of decent
community facilitées (streete, lights, pavements, drainage, clinics,

creches etg)
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By its racial definition of oppression Black Comsciousness placed
emphasis on the skin colour of the oppressor, who in South Africa is
mostly white, though not uniquely so, but not on the question of oppression
and domination £ itself. It is therefore not surprising to hear that the
orgaunisor and later the external representative of B.A.W.U., the Black
consciousness trade union, is militantly anti-socialist and pro-American.
I have previously pointed out the significance of choosing a term like
Black rather than worker to designate the unity of the oppressed. But
what are blacks? The fallacy of the concept of a black race as a bioloéical
concept has been shown so conclusively that I need not répeat the arguments
here. The sociological view of race which confuses the fact of race
prejudice - all that matters to them is that a group of people must
believe that another given group constitutes a race - with the reality,
is equally a fallacy; scientific catepories can not be built on the
"beliefs“ of people, Weither are the Blacks of South Africa a class:
although a large majority of them are workers, some are peasants, some
are landless peasants forced into capitalist economy to earn a living,
and a small minority are clearly bourgeois. Tt could conceibably be
argued that Blacks are a nation engaged iIn a2 national liberation struggle.
Much of what T have said up to here x#gx strongly supgests that this
constitutes the dominant component of black consciocusness at the moment.
In contrast to the American Black consciousness movement South Africa
ig a colonialist settler community oppressing the indigenous population.
But this raises questions as to the place of socalled "Malays' and 'Indians'
who are clearly part of the opnressed but not part of the indigenocus
population. The emphasis on the national aspect of the liberation straggle
also posed the threat of a false de-colonisation in the sense of Tanon:
in that it does mnot clearly enough portray the class content of the struggle
it can harness the masses to bhring to power a new ruling elite which takes
over the institutions £mxwa¥¥ formerly controlled by the Whites wmxxx
without malking any substantial change in the living contions and distribution

of privileges in an exploitative society.
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Unclarity in the guestion of class, race and nationality also allowed
the movement to be at least partially used to further the individual
careerism of a small elite which soon became estranged from the masses,
particularly where it became dpendent on the funds of liberal and charch
institutions, which despite the clear rejection of white liberals continued
to influence and to steer at least some of the Rlack Consciousness organim
sations: it is knwwn that BPC funded at least some of its projects from
contributions by Anglo-American, and that despite criticisms of the
Committee of Ten and the Urban Foundation by SASO (cf. their Newsletter
of Julv 1977) top BPC leaders were involved in this group. The extent of
f .nds flowing into the various Black Conaciousness organisations helped
to build up a bureaucracy, which wvas no lonpger dependent on popular
support. This same unclarity allowed the movement to be at least partially
infiltrated bty black middle class representatives, to furhter their
often vastly different aims.

Starting of f as a student movement in South Africa, Black Consciousness
(as the name makes clear) placed the main stress not on the economic realities
of the averare black worker but on consciousness. Now hlack liheration
moverents in South Africa have at all times asserted the ripht of the
oprressed to an equality of opportunity on the grounds of a comman humanity;
in this process they have alvays debunked the noticn that the opnpressed
of this country are inherently inferier; they stresaed that the neonle
heve a history of strueggle and achievement of which anv people can be
proud, and they have fought tﬂe slave mertality, which is inculcated by
the onpressor; and all South African liberation movements have always
attacked and nepated the PEEEEEXELF_ mvth. There is, however,a danger
that when other xx hut psycholorical aspects are relegsated to the backe
sround that a liberation movement can no longer give a clear puidance
on the issues of day to day politics and lonp term strageev. This becare
clear when the leaders of Rlacl Conaciousness were forced into an open

confrontation with the South ATrican system: it took ther long to under=
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stand, that any struggle which does not involve the masses must be lost,
and thus that vhatever partianl demands they were starting out from,
such a strupgple must ascertain the true needsm of the masses and mobilise
the masses on demands which mean something to them.

As the struggle con tinued, at least those sections of the leadership
vhich remained dependent on ¥ms member support, i.e. mainly SASC and
SASH began to understand this and moved closer to the real grievances
of the masges and attempted a new analysis of the South African situatiom,
which finally forced them away frow a "Rlack" "Consciousness” ideolagy
which they found more and more an inadecuate tool of analysis and closer

to the ideology of the exiled liberation movements.

The academic custom of guoting from sources kmwx has become nearly
impossilbrle under South AFrican censorship laws., Most of the sources
I would have liked to auote, are bamned. I therefore refrained from
guotation and citation. Those who I'mow the literature will realise that
the material here aseembled draws on a wide range of sources, and I want

to acknowledre my deht to all those vwho have previously written on this

subject.







