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EDITORIAL

~“HE English-speaking Community in South-

ern Africa owes its endurance to the ancient
diversity of its origins. Roman, Celt, Saxon and
Dane ravished the northern islands from which
we sprang, bastardising language and culture and
producing a robustness and ultimate tolerance
that gives the descendants of this ancient rapine
a certain catalystic value. We, in fact, have been
compelled throughout history to compromise, to
force theories to fit facts, rather than to attempt
(as Charles 1 did so disastrously in his own per-
son) to force facts to fit theories.

The Southern part of the African continent is
one occupied by a uniquely plural society, a so-
ciety more advanced, more aware, more emergent
than any other in the African continent. It is
here that the graft of Western European culture
that flowered in the Renaissance and that now
fruits in a modern world whose frontiers press
against space and the very mind of God, it is here
that we must build a United States of Southern
Africa that will, if we build in faith, set a stan-
dard and a vision that shall inform subsequent
generations. It is to nothing less that our educa-
tion must be geared. For anything less guaran-
tees our extinction.

The fundamental problem before education in
Southern Africa today is therefore a moral one.
It involves values. We are realising that only by
training all our young to their fullest capacity
can we hope to survive. But we realise that be-
yond techniques lie values. Atomic fission is
amoral. The mind of man is moral or immoral
in its use of fission. No nation whose life is bas-
ed on immoral concepts can hope to survive be-
yond the horizon of tomorrow. We can no longer
fob off old formulae on the young. Words which
once sent whole generations singing to their
graves, ‘Democracy’, ‘Western Civilisation’,

‘Equality of Opportunity’, need careful re-exam-
ination. We need courageous thought and sharp-
ened minds: not formulae which have ceased to
be real. We need faith and techniques in full
measure, not tight little personalities bound in
massive obedience. And this is precisely the chal-
lenge that faces all schools : that we must preserve
that quality of incredulity that resists the steam-
rolling of the monolithic mind, whilst preserving
that sense of good order, that interest in and care
for others that makes civilised society possible.
Our problem is a moral problem. But it is also a
social problem: it involves the intensely difficult
experiment of stone age and modern peoples liv-
ing in a common community: of peoples of dif-
ferent languages groups sharing a common loyal-
ty, of the fine adventure in plural and co-opera-
tive living which must he solved successfully.

This is no time for the cynic, for the weak-
ling who runs away, for the man who looks on
faith as the delusion of the romantic. Only by
vision can the work in the schools go forward.
Only by a sense of dedication to the survival of
all that Western Civilisation, at its finest, stands
for, can we hope to give purpose to drudgery,
possibility to hope, and meaning to the future.

For this task we believe the English-speaking
community is peculiarly suited. It has survived
the ravage and panic of the years, the desolation
and decay. It is strong because its loyalties are
diverse, tough because of its manifold heritage,
tolerant because of its generosity of human in-
clusiveness. It is on this bridge of human en-
deavour and experience that the tortured aspira-
tions of the future may yet be reconciled. Such
we believe is the mission of our people. Such is
the concern of the years ahead. Such is the sub-
stance of education for survival.
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theteaching of English

to Secondary classes

HERE ARE two up-to-date and complete courses specially designed to meet tire
needs of children for whom the formal approach to English is unsuitable.

ENGLISH WITH A PURPOSE
Roy Paterson

A four-year course for less academic children of average ability providing a
thorough grounding in the essential elements of English grammar and composi-
tion, and teaching pupils to think and express themselves clearly. There are
eighteen lessons in each book, each the equivalent of a fortnight’s work.

Ilustrated. Books 1. 2, 3 and 4 each...8s.

CLEAR ENGLISH
D. S. Finlayson, M.A., B.Ed and T. D. Smith, M.A.

The aims of this course are clear and practical: (1) To meet the less-able pupil on
his own level, without talking down to him. (2) To develop his ability to ex-
press himself clearly in simple correct English. (3) To train his understanding
of the written word. Illustrations are used as an essential part of the teaching

method.
Books 1 and 2 each 5s 6d Books 3 and 4 each 6s 9d

TWO ANTHOLOGIES of modern poetry collected from all English-speaking
countries by the South African editors.

MODERN NARRATIVE POETRY Contains sixty-one poems many of
B. W. Rose and R. S. Jones which have not appeared in any other
anthojogy. It is intended for pupils of
11 to 15. Notes and illustrations. 8s.

MODERN LYRICAL VERSE Similar to Modern Narrative Poetry
B. W. Rose and R. S. Jones but intended for pupils of 14 to 15 years.
9s.

invite you to apply for inspection copies to

N E L S O N P.O. BOX 9881 JOHANNESBURG
South African prices quoted throughout



