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THE NATURE OF C IT IE S  1. PATTERNS IN THE CITY - COMPONENTS OF A

NETWORK CF MUTUAL SUPPORT

The c it y  is  a framework fcr  a c t i v i t y .  The franework i s  the  base* on which

-

the c it y  fun ct io n s . The framework i s  a public  realm coT..nunication system 

that permits the  fun ct ion in g  of the p r ivate  and p ub lic  sectors  of the

c it y .  Th ;.5  network o f f e r s  each realm mutual support. A c t iv i t y  along the 

public  communications system helps  g iv e  the c it y  i t s  c h ara cter .  Urbanism 

is  the character  of l i f e  in c i t i e s .  Ideas  and input are  needed to  ensure 

that the desired  urbanism r e s u l t s  from the in te rac tio n  of a c t iv i+ y  on 

the framework. To understand urbanism we need to study , 

a) the  nature  of c i t i e s

Jane  Jacobs d eals  with c it y  nature  in her book 'The  Death and L i f e  

of Great American C i t i e s ' .  Based on observation  of the  " m ysterious 

and perverse  behaviour of c i t i e s  " she comes up with a p r i n c i p l e .

The p r in c ip le  i s  th is  : C i t ie s  need " a most in t r ic a t e  and c lo s e  

grained  d iv e r s it y  of uses  that g ive  each other constant mutual 

support , both econom ically  and s o c i a l l y . "

Jacobs ( 1984  : 2 3  &  24  )

'

She o f f e r s  four c o n d it io n s  for generating  d iv e r s i t y ,

1. mixed primary uses 

Each primary use has i t s  own network of re lated  use th at  c i r c l e s  

i t .  I f  several networks of use are overlayed in the  c i t y  then a 

far  more in te r e s t in g  and d iv erse  c ity  r e s u lt s .

2 .  small blocks

Small b locks  allow  for  more roads . More roads mean greater  cho ice  

in choosing r o utes . They a lso  mean, through increased  s t r e e t s ,  

greater  lengths  of shopfront . The increased  number of shops means 

that t.pportunities in  r e ta il  re lated  to routes  can be  e x p io ite d .

W  W  , 8 T



3 .  aged b u ild in g s  

Aged buildir  < .re needed in c i t ie s  to support some of the

THE NATURE OF THE CITY 2 .  PATTERNS THAT RESULT IN A L IFE  STYLE

leing asked these  are  the venues for low carnr s.

secondary a c t i v i t ie s  that aglomerate around pririary uses .

It i s  the secondary u se s ,  such as restaurants  aid  cafes  in  a r t is t s  

d i s t r i c t s ,  that g i we the area i t s  character .

The secondary use that imparts urban and d is t r ic t  character 

is  not a use  that can afford  high re n ta ls .  Old  b u i ld in p s ,  that 

have paid  o ff  their  mortgage bonds, d o n 't  have to  charge high 

r e n ta ls  to meet their  remaining costs . With low re n ta ls  for  space

Without old

b u i ld in g s ,  or heavy s u b s id ie s ,  these secondary use a c t i v i t ie s  have 

no home in the  c it y .  A c ity  without old b u ild in g s  is  then a c ity  

devoid of character .

4 . concentration

Concentration im plies  the presence of many people . Routes from the 

major public  transport centres produce peak hour t r a f f i c  only .

The introduction  of a s ig n if ic a n t  resid entia l  component could 

help in the generation  of 24  hour a c t iv ity .  According to the 

municipal p u b l ic a t io n ,  ' Johannesburg , The Renaissance  of The CBD 

The modal s p l it  in the public  and private  transport r a t io  i s  

70 : 30  . With an estimated 2 2 0 ,0 0 0  workers in the CBD th is  means 

that a minimum of 1 5 4 ,0 0 0  ( t h is  f ig u re  excludes c ity  users  other

■

than workers ) move through the c ity  from the tra in  s ta tio n s  or 

taxi ranks. The related  informal a c t iv i t ie s  of Hoek S t r e e t ,

Faraday Market and the W~»stgate Market taf<e advantage of the

points

Watson says further  that the "c it y  i s  a creation  of human a b i l i t i e s  

to achieve  a l i f e s t y l e . . .  a n d . . .  the  l i f e s t y l e  i s  dynamic a change

-

is  an integral component making the c it y  capable  not only of growth 

but also  of decay , c o llap se  and ending  " ,  once p laces  of d e s ir e  become 

undesirable  then the patterns  re la te d  to that d e s ir a b i l i t y  decay  as does 

the framework of mutual support. The c it y  is  a s e n s it iv e  organism  needing

.

particular  treatment so that i t s  b e n e f it s  are augmented and i t s  burdens  

dim inished . The urban designer i s  c a l le d  upon to intervene  in t h e  natural 

processes or c y cles  within  c ity  behaviour to steer change in the  d ir e c t io n

of det:ired growth. Oosthuizen  ( 1 97 7  : 150 )

Ti E NATURE OF THE CITY 3 .  IWTERPRETATIONS OF URBAN LIFE  STYLE

There are several views of the c it y  , one i s  of the  c it y  as a 

draw card for rural immigrant'., promising opportunity  and a new 

way of l i f e  . There i s  a lso  a view of the c it y  as "the  focus  cf th e  

problems that a f f l i c t  our modern soc iety  ' 

problems as follo w s  '

— *  d im in ishing  q uality  or 1 > ,

*  inconvenience wtthrr* tht c . i y  rentre ,

James Watson l i s t s  the

*  lack of security

*  anomie and impersonal r e la t io n s h ip s  destro' ng the

sense of community ,

*  f r u s tr a t io n  and d is o r ie n t a t io n  .

These all  r e la t e  back to the networks of mutual support in  the  f a l l o w in g
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As to the dim inishing  q u a lity  o-f l i f e ,  t h is  can be the result  of the 

decay o-f the support structure . Once the reason >r the pattern i s  gone 

then the pattern d ie s  as do all  the re lated  a c t iv i t ie s  that -fed o ff  the 

pattern . An evample of a death l ik e  th is  could be at the  area surrounding 

the old market that thrived  off  related  uses  such as cold storage. Once 

the market moved these  b u ild in g s  became obsolete , their  function  was no

long* - required and the area decayed. Related to th is  i s  lack of

security  and the destruction  of re la t io n s h ip s  that make for community.

.

With no eyes on surv e illan c e  areas  become dangerous. If  primary uses  are 

uprooted, as was the case with the old market, related  uses forming 

communities had to move as w e l l ,  or d ie .

Frustrction , inconvience and d iso r ie n tatio n  result  from an inadequate 

public  realm. Concentrated flows in narrow streets  lead to problems 

esp e c ia lly  when people d o n 't  know where they are going to . Through 

the public  realm the c it y  must reveal i t s e l f .  It should be the place
a H r * ® 8 ® ® ....... ‘  L

of orientation  not d is o r ie n t a t io n .  It should be immediately coherent. 

Street widths should r e la te  to flow . C o n fl ic ts  a r is e  whenever growing 

flows need increased space and increased space means encroachment onto

private  land .

i.Watson goes on to s a / ,  " . .  .we will have to take constructive  action

that have been outlined  on the b as is  of needs of people . . .  

the c it y  centre th is  means that we must s a t is fy  a whole range of social

Fhe urban d e s ig n e r 's  main conc ?rn then is  , "

Fv*

.people ar.d th e ir

behaviour . . . "  , their  needs and a sp irat io n s  . An understanding of 

the social sc iences  , h istory  and economics should lead to  an 

understanding of what Watson r e fe rs  to  as , " . . . t h e  nature 

of the social s t r u c t u r e . . . "  , and with t h is  understanding  we should 

find  ourselvces  better  equipped to rlesign b u i ld in g s  , enclosure  and

"in frastru ctu re  ch ara cter istic  of c i t i e s  "  .

Oosthuizen  < 1977  : 149 )

The social structure  that Watson r e fe r s  to is  the product of patterns  

of mutual support as a result  of u r b a n is a t io n ,  community b u ild in g  and 

governing social org an isatio ns . T h is  product i s  a function  o c where 

people locate  themselves within  the urban fa b r ic  and the ir  reasons  for  

doing t h is .  For instance  urban ising  people locate  on the p erip hery  of 

existing  fa b r ic  out of the way of urbanised  people , where r e n t a ls  are  

cheap and where they have access  to the- o p p o rtunities  of the c i t y .  The 

pattern of the ir  existan ce  i s  then re lated  to the routes  that they take  

between their  place  of work and their  place  of re s id e n c e .

Communities tend to focus t h e i r -ex istan ce  around tfe issues  that are 

sp e c if ic  to them selves. Churches and community centres  play t,>e r o le  

of the place  of focus . In the Moslem community people locate  them selves 

within IS  minutes walk of the mosque. The p atte rn *  of community b u i ld in g  

are re lated  to the routes  between places  of focus in the community and 

places ° f  resid ence . The routes are usu a lly  through the public  realm  of 

the c i t y ,  to the community focus which i s  p u b lic  s p e c i f ic  to the community
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The governirg  and adm inistering  o-f social organ isatio ns  can have an e-f-fect

'
on the  patterns o-> ones l i f e .  For instance  the app lication  o-f the policy  

o-f apartheid  has  meant that r a c ia l l y  segregated areas of residence  are 

enforced . People have no choice  in locating  where they choose in the 

c ity .  The im plication  of th i=  i s  that routes between places  of work and 

residence  are travelled  but maybe not w i l l in g l y .  The w ill in g n ess  to 

travel a route will speak of the  routes relevance  to e x istan ce . The 

pattern rofered  is  th«r>n related  to journeys from p laces  of residence  to 

places  or work.

The reason for  tra v e llin g  these routes i s  that they are  b ene fic ia l  to the 

tr a v e lle r .  The b e n e fits  at e ither  end of the routes  support the 

tr a v e lle r .  For instance , labour is  exchanged for money, money is  

exchanged for goods neccessary  for  su rv ival .  This  means that 

r r ia tio n sh ip s  of mutual support e x is t .  In various parts  of the  c ity  

theue routes converre. fT j>e parts  of the c ity  con st itu te  destin ation s  

of d t s i r r ,  these r.an be market p l a c e s T work places  or r e l ig io u s  places .

In each case they are places of focus for communities

k  jtaa, X'.:

that allows us to l i v e  together. T h is  i s  the f i r s t  part of a so lut io n  

to urban problems. "P lanning  of nec ess ity  im plies  an imposed order , it  

w ill ily be accepted i f  it t i lates  to the r e a l i t i e s  of human needs  . "  

For th is  to happen p a r t ic ip a t io n  and personal r e s p o n s ib il it y  of 

all  communities involved  is  e ssential  .

Oosthuizen  ( 1977 s 151 t

THE NATURE OF TODAY 'S  CITY

Of to da y 's  c it y  Watson has the follow ing  two comments to  make . F i r s t l y  , 

"the  absence of common interest  has ir.d seed in d if fe r e n c e  , the  

absot Cion of social  functions  by Municipal and State  bodies  has 

encouraged the un bridled  growth of s e ;.f in h  in d iv id u alism  and the 

reduction of o b l ig a t io n s  and d uties  bet; sen p e o p l e . "  As c i t i e s  increased

‘ ■' m  : ; '
in s iz e  in the period  of i n d u s t r i a l i r *1 i o n , so th ird  p a r t ie s  became 

responsible  fcr  the urban e-.vironn.ei>* and the re la t io n s h ip  between man and 

h is  environment was dism antled .

Oosthuizen  ( . 1 9 7 7  : 152 >

Secondly , "C iv ic  Pr id e  has decayed and the r e l ia n c e  of the populace  

upon only the a c t i v i t i e s  of commerce and industry  h*.'.*; bred an 

imbalance that has lead to the fa ll  of c i t i e s  s in ce  .wen  before  

the times of Greece . "  This  imbalance in what the environment has  to  

o ffe r  l im its  cho ice  and lifer,cyle p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and the c i t y ' s  a b i l i t y

to support more than one type of person is  lim ited



It is  up to the urban designer  to get involved with  communities, and to  

help them discover th e ir  needs , and r e a l i s e  th e ir  a s p ir a t io n s .  Watson 

■feels that the so lutio n  involves  a s e r ie s  o-f " im peratives  r e q u ir in g  

co llab o ra tiv e  action  by the p rivate  and p ub lic  s e c t o r s t o  c reate  a 

total environment for a soc iety  composed of a varit**' *■»■$ com munities, a ll  

ir. * ependent who w ill  id e n t i f y  themselves with l iv e  and work,

to  m=. » the c ity  a r e a l i t y  beyond that of a human &•«. , .  v/.«jit. There i s  no 

one s in g le  factor that can operate independantly  of the others  and it  w il l  

therefore  require  not only  the p r io r it ie s  be s e t ,  but that a v is io n  be 

communicated to those who in the end will form the soc iety  that i s  to be

the 1 9 7 0 *s as a p lace  in decay with d is s ip a t io n  of function  and 

concentration as causes for decay. The view in the 1 9 8 0 's  of the  CBD 

i s  of a place  that i s  changing i t s  character with c e rta in  uses 

entrenching themselves and becoming very strong through se lected  mutual 

support. A look at the constituent  functions  that form part of the  CBD
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THE COMPONENTS OF C IT IE S  LINKED BY THE NETWORK OF MUTUAL SUPPORT 

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE CBD

The CBD

John R. Short in 'Urban Data So urces ' views the  CBD in the  follow ing  

way " The CBD is  not a homogeneous a r e a , "  it  " can be  considered  as 

consisting  of two int«sr-relef ed parts  - the core and the  -frame 

core i s  the area o-f in te n s iv e  land use  with multi storey  d w e ll in g s  

housing o f f i c e s ,  r e ta il  shops , consumer s e r v ic e s ,  theatres  and banks. It  

has the highest concentration  of pedestrian  -flow and an absence  o-f 

permanent resid ent ia l  population . The CBD -frame is  an area  o-f semi 

intensive  land use -fringing the CBD core where land use i s  dominated by 

warehouses, car s a 1es and s e r v ic e s ,  transport term ina ls , l ig h t  

manufacturing and some in s t itu t io n a l  u s e s . "

Short < 1980  s 127 )

! ‘ j

THE CENTRAL BUSINESS 

Dtr"'RXCT AND BRAAMFONTEIN, 

JOHANNESBURG.

The Johannesburg cr<D seems to -fit with th is  d escr ip tio n  almost e x a c t ly ,  

except that theatres  in  Johannesburg seem to be locatin g  themselves in  the 

frame rather than in  the  c o re . The example of the Market Theatre1 supports  

th is  view.

The public  communication system, and through t h is  the operation  of the  

networks of mutuaf support , i s  one s id e  cf the story . The other s id e  of 

the story deals  with CBD components or the functions  that are  linked  

through the networks of mutual support. These r e fe r  e s s e n t i a l l y  to 

private  realm parts  that are  linked  through the public  realm .

D is t in c t io n s  a r e n 't  as c le ar  when dealing  with the C B D 's  government 

and cultural fu n ct io n s .  The components that make up the C B D 's  fu n ct io n

are given as s o f f i c e ,  r e t a i l ,  in d u s t r ia l ,  warehousing , w h o le s a lin g ,

. ........ .....

government and m unicipal, cultural and entertainment and r e s id e n t ia l .  A 

look at each of these  fun ction s  follow s .

w 1,1 r



THF OFFICE FUNCTION.

James Watson speaks of business  as t h e " .  . .dominant in s t itu t io n  of our 

t im e s " ,  5 such it  i s  one o-f the major functions  of the Johannesburg 

C .B .D .  The business  function i s  essential  tn the national economy, in that 

it  generates  jobs and money. It  i s  the  view of economists such as Dr.

Penny that the economy comes f ~st , then the c ity  . I t  i s  my view 

that c i t ie s  are a by product of economies ,but economies can _n ly  grow 

once the c ity  e x is t s  as a structure enabling  of economic growth. The c ity  

is  the  structure  that brings people together for  social and economic 

a c t iv ity .T h e  C .B .D .  is  then vital  to the  national economy.

In the  1 9 7 0 's  the C .B .D .  was seen as losing  o f f i c e  space to the nodal 

points  in the sub urb s .Th is  along with decen traiis ing  retail  space was seen 

as one of the major causes of d e cline  in  the C .B .D .  Reasons for  

d ecentralising  o f f i c e  space from the C .B .D ,  to the suburban nodal points  

are given as;

- inconvenience and t r a f f ic  congestion

- lack of parking

- the turden of high rates  on C .B .D .  land imposed by 

the co u n cil ,  the  advantages of proxim ity  being 

ignored.

New developments within  the the suburban fab r ic  at nodal po ints  had the 

advantages o f ,  - being close  to the residential  areas

- o'-ten comprising modern open plan o f f i c e s  with 

f l e x ib l e  w alling  systems

- excellent  a c c e s s ib i l it y  

adequate p arking , which lures o f f i c e  space

development away from the C .B .D .  These are however car dependant 

and parking and t r a f f ic  problems could r e s u lt .  This s itu at io n  was seen 

to s t a b i l i z e  in the 1 9 8 0 's  at around a rat io  of 20  i 8 0 .  With the CBD
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