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A PART PLAN OF I0ME
_ DENONSTRATING PRIVATE (shadud)
AND Py

BLIC (unsheded) AREAS

THE NATURE OF CITIES 1.

the city functions.
city.
public communications system helps give the city its character.

is the character of life in cities.

the frémework.

of Great American Cities’.

~

PATTERNS IN THE CITY - COMPONENTS OF &

NETWORK OF MUTUAL SUPPORT

The city is a framework for activity. The framework is the has= on whiuh‘

The framework is ; public realm consunication system

that permits the functioning of the private and public sectors of the

This network offers each realm mutual support. Activity along the

Urbanism

Ideas and input are needed to ensure

that the desired urbanism results from the interaction of activity 6n

To understard urbanism we neeé to study,

the nature of cities

Jane Jacubs deals with city nature in her book ‘The Death and Life
Based on observation of the " mysterious
and perverse behaviour of cities " she comes up with a principle.
The principle is this : Cities need " a most intricate and close

grained diversity of uses that give each other constant mutual

support, both econcmically and socially."

Jacobs ( 1984 : 23 % 24,)

She offers four conditions for generating diversity,
1. mixed primary uses
Each primary use has its own network of related use that circles

it. If several networks of use are overlayed in the city then a

far more interesting and diverse city results.

small blocks

Small blocks allow for more roads. More roads mean greater choice

in choosing routes. They also mean, through increased streets,

greater lengths of shopfront. The increased number of shops means

that ¢(pportunities in retail related to routes can be exploited.
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