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potiont i too 111 3o wand Yo move, the slokercem fs the kitehen hut :
Whers the evening menl is gooked and 1% is generally fowl with smoke -
and fuly of people. A patient suffering £rom a bad congh ip given g
- potisherd of sand to d@pit inte. If al 211 possible, s pationt goes
sutside to relleve himself and we havo soen psople with a high tem-
paraturs stvuggling to go owh in the wind snd rain; but if he 1g 100
whisk %o walk, o broken pot is provided as a commode. Very siek |
people are given soft porridge without meat or yelish and great paing

L

are always teken Yo persuads patients o eat lesk they lese styemgh
ang waste away. :

The treatmeut in dipoassg such as smell-pox; messles and shicken

Poxy which one generally gets once only, is peonliar and shows hew

valuss and provedures used in other spheres of culture nay bhooome
interwoven with medisal practices, Ths illness 1s dealt with as if
it wers a stege in 1ife like puberty or cirewseision, When the Firiy

symptoms sppear, the pstient is isolated andg a stick, plsced aoroes
the doorway of the huk, warns peopls off. Het only will murddl

(3

aggravais the iliness If the patlent semes into comtach with certain

a8 T

people, dut it is recognised that tbe illness is contasglous. TFrom
“he third dey wien the rash or wpots sppear thoy have each day %o be
sovaped with bark of the muksers (Bridelia sp.) wulch has boen byuieed
and Left in water, the object being %o cause all the matter in the

spots or pestules to eoms out and preveni the postules from going
dseply imbo $he endedermis this leavirg pock marks md sears. The
process is said to bo very painful, imeh blood slss coming owks bud
4% 1o in heeping with the gonarsl medical practiss of clsaning eut
a1l matior delly Crom feshering sorsse Ths Talrt® s burisd ef dhe
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cross-vonds. The trastment is contimed dally 3111 there is no more .
white mattor; then the pabiont is swsarsd with red sohre and Tak

(in the swme way as ap inidlale) and allewed Lo come oyl whethor he

1s ptiil 111 oy met, The trestment s called hu ehs, ihe term used
Foyr golng through the elrcumeision tnitiation. I% iz of interest
that the Lovedu rogard the early stage, until the formstion of soobe
ax the oxly contsgives period. In Tact, ihis is the mesh contaglons
period but the sontagion conkimies for a much longer times Tolidng
15 done by the Levedu for the purifieation of the isoletion hud
whish mueh ba a soures of great inteatiobe

Piegsse and healing ars in the Last resors aonnsoted with the

guardianship of the ancestorss 1L they asre annoyed and yelax theiy
¢igilante, tholr descendants may be pendercd susgoptibls to disensey
op medicinss uaod gammed have tpelr full offects asnsesiors, howeven

de not merely werd off dizeaso oF assipt its cure; thoy slso asilve .
1y wausze illness, The srying all day of a boby may be dug to the
gpirit of & grondfather pimohing it in ofder ihal i% be given his
pome; sors eyos in dhildren are ofton, oud in adults sometlmes,
atiributod 4o ancestors. Sometimes they seize tho wavle body a0 &
poysen hegauge they sish 46 'pessosa’ him, wnd barrenness o difeioutt
birth may be laid &b thelr doors Phouipts mother was ¢hlldiess, ey
shildren wil dying in indency £311 1% wes dlscovercd that her Pather's
father was gowdeining. A goat was killed at the grave of the som-
plairing ansostor, the meat boing eaten withoud selt aad the honex
bupied in s greve, end a Libation of boer was poured. Theyeafier
& Som was boyni he lived and grevw Upb his mother's snly childs Bk

sngestors never coauas desth: ovep AL at Pirgt sn dlipess is #aid e
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s dve G0 j&ﬁﬁmgﬂgm@iﬂ doath suparvens, it is ativibuted to witches.

‘gamplminéza of Living relatives,.wspecially of the father's sigter
ilﬁzzcy ateo ostse $1lness. These ave oalled peheye.

By f£ar the wosh imporisnt ¢f all gmuses of All-hwalih, hwwa;f,
ig the svil work of witehes and sercercrys Certain llinesses, such
as Ehiless, sve charseherlstic of sorcery and eon ba eoniracied in

no gihey manmer. But any disssse may be sausad by witcheralt and
nitehes msy avall themsslves of the opportunity sffered by sny
minor illness %o enter and aggravate if. Diggnosis depends on ihe
gourse of the illness. DUysenbery is regarded as dus %o natural
smypeg;  but, should 4% not respond to treatwent or shouid the
pationt suspect an wémyg g witeoh will be implicsted. During the

15958 small-pox epidomis the head of a distriet which wes mors harély

L% then i1ts neighbours, called a meoting of residenis. Men de-
glared, *Smallpox kills people here; they moroly got ill and ye=
pover sisswhere, Thers is e witch ip our midst.?! Noney was
gollsated, three men sent to u diviner and, in the end, %we women
wera asoused.

Ritual dofilement and sex relations in cerfalin oirenmsbaness
Ay 8 speulsiised esuse of disemso heve slrsady hoen distussed.
ihsrs 48, however, another cause specinl to primitive peuples
nomely, Vengsence maghe. If someons has stolen anything pelonging
4o you 3% is possible to ¢sll in s docher io doba the thiely by

working with medicine on the epet whence the geods havs been gholens

widbnin @ shord time the finger of the thiel begins o Ateh; =0
bad does khis become that he has e respile and may even in dos-
perebion put it into 4te fire. Nothing will cure the sors i1l
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e thief ue
seme modisine on the ond of = pisus of grass; lights iR snd waves
4he Tlame (hu vonskein) ovey the finger. A woman who dame to us
foy trostment had & very seollsn weist and hand and what loched
1ike 5 tut down the lsngth of Rer 13tile Tinger. She seid 1% had
been saused by a thorn but obthers sald whe had beon doba'd and must

afesges snd the owner of the goods, $aking some of the

$ have stalan somelthing.

Tt iz beliaved %o be possible so %o doba ons's sattle and gosts
that if ome is stelen and killed it will bleat in the slomach of
aayons esting the meat,thus proclaiming his guilld. An loterasting

gase of compulsion meuresisz in whish such bleatlng wolually took

place cmae fo our notlee. A young men otherwime normal would for
duys ot a time meke sounde with his mouth like the blesting of a

gont, Pveryene of course said he was s torridlc thief mnd 'finished BRI

pesplets gosts. Lader ho gave up the dleating snd would utder his
slater's nams, Hagoma; lookipg vy %o the sky as he did so in the
. gane way as he had proviously bleated.
1% wms% not be lmagined that the Loveds dp nok reaognise &
| tavge numbar of disesses s natursl. Many ilinesses Tjusth ceme’ .
Sueh are all minmor allments Like coughs, solds, stomuch disorders,.
and mlso ofthor more sorious dissapes like dysentery and malaria.
Halsria 1s stoted to result from drinking morula cider down in the
vallsys (from shich one generally relurmis home alier darik},; satiog
walormelons or delnking weler in the velleys or walking in the dew
iu %he gool sarly merming al¥; all ef which are in fact llakls to

being of an attack fo peopls suffering frem ghronic malaris, as deo
907 of the popuiations The ldes thet a mosguite 1z responsivle lis

trosted with seorm. oo mysh beer is Jknown %a affrat the stemaeh,
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many kinds of spinach to dwise dlarrhooas ;
Bpidsmies of smallpox, weaslss, coughs are thought %0 Is trought
by twind!(gheo): phege o gile (a wind hme ceme), it &s ssid end
gteps may be tdben to vombal the opidemic by sprimtiing the lnmates
f 4he village: Usually such epidemic 'just cogast but on ogeasion

oy heaps that a witeh has Tsent) the wind. Ancestors, ioo, are

thownght 10 exercise some controlling inflwence over twind®; in mosd

et 1ibations they are asked, YPrevent for us these windst, that is, =8

we might phrase it in our praysrs, guard us from dissaso. Lipoases
are never e:tﬁgsifieﬁ as nstural or non-natursl solely according %0
their nsture or symptoms. Any naturel illress pay eso e tsent!
and, though nstural death is recognisad as possible, in rrackice |
fhoso elozaly mffsched always atiribute dealh %0 wlisheratt or sor—

csvy, though outsiders may give other reasonz. U the thirty deaths
irsluding %dhose of & numbsr of old people, thst cmne to our notice
nionas howsvar,; wore thought +o be natural.

gentagliousness (hy fedsla)el certain diseases guch a5 vensreal

£
[

&igenso, leprosy, whoouping cough, measles, is recognised and it i
tviown dhat consumption may be transmifted by paronts to their cbll-
dren, av ome of iis nemes, lehofole la tata-muiopd (eough of the

femily father) signifies, When snyone dies of sopeumpiion, . peop®
disiike usipg his clothes for rear of sontracting the 4is0ps0.
But thers Ls no ifea that contachs Iike drinking from the same oup

a5 the affceted porson could cawse the digouse, except in the dase
of isprosy, and mo preceutlons are taken to prevont them. The
moor, 1ike certain kinds of vitugl delilement, ls Bhought o sgera~
vats sertain tinds of flseassy. HBplleplie fitswhich are gommon ln
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e seekely e bolieved Yo Gome on chlefly whem ¥he moon i in Its
| ‘fiagi quarier and In owring this dlseege gare ls slways teken 4o
| *ﬁ;‘fﬁ&ﬁi‘k vhen e moont is new. Hsdness (khivhegsdls azm batisved
fo wax and AN *#1%&, the moon.  When the horng of the mosn poing
dowr o ﬁk@y apgaar 4o do during most of the swomer months when

: &i@ama s wige, & &a suid to Tpour out disease’ {s:mnavmlﬁe S

when they polnk tzm thea moon iz maid jo ba ‘holding' or mmzmmmg
alseess (au kbupa malwade). Buk thers is mo serioug velief in fhime
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GRS AND THBIR WOLK.

Kinds of Dootors.

There mish, of mmz'rﬁég be a bvody of profussional men and wom
en trainsd in snd practising the art and sclenge of medieins,
Wt besides these thers aye many whe have an exbensive kndwledge
of home remedies, This is not upexpected in a soeiety inm which
ordinary mortsls live close %o, and know a great deal about, na- i
ture. Hvervone is femiliar with plants apd thelr properiiss
whieh is one of the bases of pharmacslogy, with %he meagrs congcep«
tions of enstomy and physiclogiesl relatlons and much of the
intricats eystom of causation of diseass. Buk there srs alse
many mep and women who know some special medisines ox types of
trentmont, inherited usually from father molher or spoust, and
Reph sescret, not begause the knowledge is a source of materisl
wonefit, for the remodies are ususlly glven Ires, buk bogause L% :
iends vesognition zpd presiige. Ummutho, despiie dll our efforty
divulged her medicine for inflmmed eyes only as & parting gifi. ‘
This ynwillingness o imparé medlcal knowledge is mogephed and
well understood: ge vuyags vya bwe (it is his dostorhpod), they
say. Madinji ivests spralng and froctures; Xhiebs speoialises
in wotusl incowlation of the newly-wsd; Ehabani lmows pooks for
dysentery and Nagaubi treats cattle dissases. Thess 7@ herba- -
lists, not dogtors; but some herbelists are so well-kmown for
the officacy of a medicine thoy have thal even divirers send
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patients te them.

Enowisdys of thess romediss, howsyer lmporiant, doss nok
make one a doodor (pega); ‘that appelletion i s¢cerded only o
inttisted bene-throwsrs and 4hoge herbalists who have schieved
genarsal recopition as dlspenssrs of many medisires and treatmsnts
or who oure such diffiesuli glocases as epileptic £ils. Eimham's
wife, theugh no bope-ithrower is recognised as B Hagx: che is &
good wid-wlfe, oures 2 yumber of childrents allments and e‘xp@rﬂy
wislds 2 blood-letiing awl But a herbalist, even Af ealled
Baga, remsins yaga- -4shubya, & doclor wlthout horns (powsrl,
bacause he does not dlvine; he ean prosgribe for yeoopnised -
dipeases, but he gennot diagnose 5n other cuges for whick; the
divining 4iee mre negessary. Frem our point of view the hsrba~
1igt aisgnoses and presorilies elong mere or 1ess seientifis 1ines;
%o the native he iz & novice, uneble $o deal with witehes or the /
mors gerious diseasss. I% is of interest to note thal there is
a digtinet separation of medlcine and surgerys On the whole i%
1= the herbalist and uninitiated sho do vein-tutiing snd blood-
1stting; and divipers, eyen in searification mnsually requirs
zome uninltiated person oF member of the family to make 4he euts.

rhe dlstinctive characteristlc of the doctor with tpower?
{g that he is a diviner. That mush necessarily be eo in & saciadg
in which pathology is the selence of &lseases, ¥he nature and
gauses of shich lle 50 lergsly in magico-witcheralt poncepiions.
Spacial techniques are eaiied for in place of what we @all dag~
posis and bedside memner. The diviner's fungtion ig, howWever,
mope than that: he must bs called in about the dedalls ol every
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voliglons sor ony %o discover ithe wishes of the ansestors) he
dealdss where, in ordey o avold the danger of the witch, every
villsge must ba built; he.wekes ¥he witch-proof fence.

Hosides the bons-shyowsr, 4o whom we shall refer as dostor
and who is sonsulied at every turn, there are %two glher ¢lasses
of Giviner, the lelops doctor and the mupme, both forelgn intro~—
factions Trem the oast. The lelspo dostor im wsially & iribss-
men, the mugpme alwsys s Shangana-Tonga preforably living outside
Vulovadu. The spheres of these classes of diwiner are differenti
the dookor hesls dissase und is the ¢wneral medical practltlonsr
in the wide Lovedn semsaj the lelops dostor, almost always &
womait; imitiates psople into the cult of pomsession by spirits
end ofton is alss a general preciitioner, divining with borse

and healing discase, espesially barrenuesas and ailmonta of ohil~—

1 drenj end the pugome is e forensic paysigian, the final gourt

of appsal lo casss of witohoraft and sometimes soduction wnd theft

o which faell beyond ths powsxs of ordinary gourds of law., If he

~: is fsmous, he keeps no medicines, though otherwise he gombines

gmelling-out of the guilty with a general medical practics.

Deth mugome and lelopo doster claim direct inspiretion from the

ancestors, bui the deotor reads his bonee by rulse

Every migong has nis shrins, usally at the feol of &  Euruls

ﬁ Yree (Selerofareya eaffra) where he prays for help and lays every-

: we yeseives as payment: 4f you pay him a shilling he will never

§ peh 1t away befors having laid {4 with & fow gonerous pinches of
mff on the shrine and +811ing the ancestors whet b has sarned)
if he umes a goat its howns deosrate the tres. The leldpo dootor
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#he works chigfly when possessed by her spipit will not use &
vgmﬁ in curing withouds first having set aside zmell pleces of by
meat For the spirits (s curlous case of & spirll offering %0 spl-
rits, for she is possassed at the timgl) In $he ¢ase of the
bone-throver, however, the sennestion with ths ancesters is mok

neaply 8o dirests Whon sbout to diyine he does net ash the an-—
saghors £or help but bids the bones Tiell him trulyts

S Soue doetors have a shrine: Hpotenils is s long stick of
Ehirsis on which he nangs his medloine bags and pleces Larng of

goatae ssrned in his profession; ¥apgwols when divining onge aghed.

nis sitents {Curistisns who had asked for medisine only, hot imzé@
por a shilliny Yjust Yo suma my gods®; but many, 1iks Ehidima

wever pray and have no shrine. Yet in ne long Tum the epirits
control the success of dogtors Jusi as they do most undertakings. .

Af%er Magwela had Tinished his training,. bis father poursd a

i1ibation isking the gods to make nim suscossful in his profession.’

4 snd once when a dostor whose clientele had fallen gif considersbly
asked a friend to &ivins the cause, he was %014 that his slster

L

was 4o peur a 1ibation on bouds velonging to his mother's ama of - \
the family {from whom he had inherlied his profession) ag well / e
43 turn some lusk medicine {(Leshwaba).
ZTraining of doctor and diviner.

As 1t is aifrieul’ to persuade outsiders %¢ pard with their

Rt o 89 A b i e T e 3 s St Yl

knowlsdge, the profession of dogtor, in Shesory open to 811, iz in
praciice more offen than not nanded dewn i *he family from father

IR

g
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45 som or daughter, maternal uncie %o nephew, husband ¢ wife or

i o

b

aven wife to hushand. Tuterest and inclinetion determine whe
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the pupil w111 der Borome for oxanple though not the eldest chid
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wes the one who, from his boyhood, wsed to soconpany his Lfather
when he Gollected medicines und early scquired a good knowledge
f hovbes and Proatments;y ip Hpotenifs famlly sll thres sons
have mcm‘a dectors. To acquire = working knowledge of the
bones, with whish peopis are gensrally familier ¢o a small extent

may take oniy a few monthsj but it is useless knowledge unless
one has medlcines aud experience which may dake years to acquire.
Avbitious doctors spend their lives gaining thess perquisites,

e

buying from one, begging from another, colleague; many iravel

Prom sribs to 4ribe or go periodically to Johannesburg where
good monay ig to be made.

Thers ere many specislists: Ramayulena, liks his Tather
vofors him, ig & noted rain-msker; Nambys is a master of magabl
Wy whieh he changes pecple into aniumals or hange organs of the
ey yistim of his vengeance magic on poge in the mut; Kashao makes
g the fence of the wysll lodge witoh-proof; Rathevala strengthens
| the gqueen for office; Hulsbye tdoctors’ the boys' circumeision
e todgs. A doctor who has not ipherited, cannet sasily acquive,

such spacialised knowledge: tha price is high and the seorets
pet wasily given sway. The dreatest dectors are pald %o use

H

human remains in their most potent medicines, and to sabisly thlme fi

e e Eu R PR SRS

need theve ars gwigeVenwe, murderers who waylay and kill people
; at nighte Turing our stay people,; even al public gatherings,
diseusned snd werned against the activities and hounts of these
mirderers. That they constltute o resl menage fo safety is

ghown by thn purders thet do at times ocour, when it is uewally
almest impossible for the admini stration o £ind the eniprit.
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Dy Thaga's wife ons nighd tame home wery deank and nekt wwrnipg

Giscovared part of her gonitals exciged. She accused her hup-
band in the vourt of the hesd of the distriot (where we alsc
hisppened to be staylng at the time) and, though he denied the
orime, he paid the fine, one besst and one donkey to hia wifels
pedple and one goat for the sourd.

2 good dogter, unless, ss ig most common, he grows up in the
grofession, wndergoes a long period of ad hos training, of !walk-
ing about' with dootorss HMaderabani, who hoped by bacoming a
dootor Yo save his Tamily the expenss of gonstanily ealling in
medieal sid, bogan by going sbout with doctors he knew, from time
%5 time porsusding them to show him @ fow medicines; he put his
knowledge tv Muccessful use in his family and started ¢ollegting
a sat of bonen, buying those he could not plek up himself.
&radnﬁliy-ke sequired the slements of divining, Tinishing up his
training at the fest of & Shangana-Tonga DREOMG.

Puition in divining touches on¢é the various combinelione of
ths dice; really o 'know! the bones cne mush drink thelir sOup
in a seremony called 'eooking the bones’. 1% is the only gooking
the dlee undergo, so it i taboo %o use bonss that have been
ococked ag foody this gooking oempletes a dlvinerfs tralning snd
i4 not only erestes a bond botween dice and diviner but gives him
ingight 46 seo whay is obsoure fo others. There ig nothing %o ,‘
prevent & man from practising long befors he has gowpietod hls
spaining. Anybody who clalme Yo know a gure or throw the dice

wiil siways £ind psopie willimg %e be helped and 44 is sald sons
docters pain experience in fap-awny trides bufore completing thelr
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initiation, handing over %o their master hslf of what they varp.
The garemony of Ycooking the bomss® Uarles Irom doctor 4o

doptoe bt conslsts in essence of thres wain featurss, Firsily
& youpg sockerel or, uccording to older custom, a goat is killed,
3%y flesh is cooked with the dice of the novitiate and iis bhroth
grurz by him. The gook quiokens the perseption of both bones
aid diviner, for it heralds the dawn before man perceives its
gpproachs Segondly, the nowisce s given medi¢line (by ineceulation
or as a drink) contalning inter alls the heart and nose of the
vulture op wild dog so that he may sonse things from afars and
thirdly the bones are buried overnight at ihe oross-roads where
many people walk, te become assocluded with psople in genersl and
t4o gather the newst.

Hapwale, whose own fathor folt too old to underteke his gont's
initiation himself, went to a friend skilled in this trestmens
apd wes told to bring with him a fowd and tho heart end msé of
the wild dog and vulture. He had difficully im Pinding %The
1atter so the docter instrueted him to leswethem out as he had
himsslf slresdy acquired thess medicines. On his arrival the
fowl, m young coskerel just begimning to crow (8 young hen just
begiming to lay would also do) was killed and pud with hiz dlee
in 3 pot %o cook. The heart erd am organ called EhiKwekms of
the fowl were then mixed with some powder containing the heard

and nose of the vultwre and wild dog end given him to sak {dpoteni :

was made to eal thls meat off tho end of a stick go as not %o
4ouch 1t with his hands). When the bones and meat hed sopked
for some time, Hegwale had to drink the grevy wo that he mighy
fknow the bonos's
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That pigh% the dice wers buried nt the vross-roads withoud S
medicine, to ‘gather the words of people® (hu ugwa mafogs). T
Fayrly naxt morning the doctor and Hagwaele went to upearth ithe
bonssy Faking oul twe mals bones of the set (fo represent them—
gelvas) but leaving the rest. Boer had been made fo attract
people to the village; vhen a womsn pessed over the bones &
famala bone weuld be taken out, when a child passed one represen~
4ing & child would he taken and so on, without any refersnce t0
their toitems. Those bones in the set which do rot go in pairs, :
guch as %he phalanx of the lion or the maiols mey be taken out
&t any time.

Ad about midday when this progess had been completed, the
dlca wers pleoed with brulsed roots and beer in a flat, wooden
bowl. First the doctor himself drank a little (according %e
etiquette, as 1% was baor), next his colleague who was pregent
drank and lastly Magwale sipped some of the mixture without toueh:
ing the bowl., Now fo give him confidence he waz mads to wstand
s 1ittle way off and asked to guess in what position the dice :
foll when cast by the doctor (the mein position is determined by
the four chief dice which may fall ip sixtesn different positiong
Thres times he was asked and esch time he was corresct, a glear
indication of the potency of the medicine] Hagwale sti1l re-
members the positions on thal momentous duy and states that he
gould not possibly know the positlons withoud seeing them todsy, :
for the potency of ths mediaipe has worn off a 1i%tles On mws—@
ing for home he was given a powder to souff and some Yo est in
z0ft porridge made with medielnal roots morning and avening fov
thres Gryp. Thoss wers to make him dresm snd kpow things .
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7 Pif¥srent Goctors haye tholy own ways of :miﬁ ation though

- all conform %o the genorel patiern. aAdsm, for example; Snstead |
o drinking mﬁmiﬁa bad & mixiure of gpleen of hyena, nose of iﬁhé
¥ild dog wnd heart end tongus of the vuliure insertad in a :
searification made in the 4ip of hig fongue; and ingtesd of tury—
ing the bemoes; ke and his toacher slopt 2 the cross-roads; he
rapested the drowing of the Tirsgt cock; and was given madislve
mzﬁaiming gomé soil from this aspot to drink ipn order that hils

home would be like the oross-romds, a meesting-place of many ¢lient |

Upoteni had both & Towl and & goat used in his irsatment and
had to eaat the foam of a frothy medicins morning and evening. ’
: Possession in the ordinary mancer of the cult bul by a spﬁx*ﬁ.;
- .who in 1iTe wes a dootor, censtitutes the initiasicn of a ielape

| dootor. There are people, howsver, possessed by such Alviney— ‘
epirits who have not booome doctors. A lolspo doctor may divine |
gurlng possession when the pessessing spirit speaks or shanisg or

ihﬁ may thiow the dide shsn not possessed, like an ordinary doctor. ,

“ii‘. during possession,; e dice are thrown, 1t is merely for

#ffeot; for they are hardly losked at. It in claimed that leloage

{lostors read dlce withowt training, beling guided by thelr spiriij

but in prastics we found that either they had for months attechad
Yhemoslyse to snothor lglopo doctor.. or, as members of a dlvining

,;ﬂ‘&mi@.y& had hegome familiar with the bonmes prédr %o pessession.
Hatherisans, who was so renowned a dootor thal the village shs
1ived in went by her name, not her busband's, sald that efSer

Iigr initietion into the oult, ber molber's father, the spirit dhed
manifested himself in her would come %o her ah night in bepy dromis
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diggivg iron in hand, telling her which medicines %o uss. 8o
vividly did sho dreem ihat she used on weking fo go outsids to
g¢s if anyone was there, After having attached berself for
sight months %o s Islspo degkor she paid her Ywo head of cattls
and began pracilsing heprseilf,

The mugsme, like the lelopy doctor, is guided by a spirit
which manifests iis desirve that he should begome a dlvimer by
paking him 111, but wnllike the lolopw destor he is not actually
pogsensed. The mugome is the master diviner; but in faet he
seldom throws the dice more then onge or twice hefors procesding
%o divine ‘by the hesrt', If his dice are not hendy a DugoWMs
may ayven use meslie pips for divining and we have ourselyes geen V
oné whoae whole sobt consisted solaly of lion phalanz bones. ‘ﬁis :
ipitiation womprises the curing of his illness, apprenticeship to:
another mugame and the tceoking of the bones'. If, ibjefere ‘
howesy, he doss not wish to becoze a mugome it is possible tu
tehase owr! the troublesome spirit by rubbing (bu forcialthe

whols body with charms so that Ghey bscome mixed wilh body airt, o

811 of which is burisd in a wot place which must then be ,sqmﬁ;aa?
with water (hu phasa) vontaining medicines which gatige the spirit
to Torgote

The mmgoue o% Moyuluna fraces the appearance of his #2iding |
apivit to » mive trolley acsident in Johamnesburg. Te had ssen
his motheris brother in a dream bidding him %o returnm home snf
when the assident bappensd he knew why 4% had befalles him. I
hospital whers he lay Tor six monihs he was: O¥orqoms by me sireng.
a longing for homn that he feli it must be the spirit ageln Yrou-
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piing bim.  On velurning bome he wae not will so he weni do a
| islops doctor whe cured him by Inidiation to ¢ause the manifes-

taticn of the spirit. Yow he began Yo aresy, abont divining,

His spirlt took him % & big posl in the Mulodogi Fiver whick he
antsred o find a small piver stono. This bacame the basls of

8 divining ﬁaﬁ% which he Bgpan collseting. He eolaims that f‘geﬁa
tnis time, guldsd by his spirit, he began being a muzsme withoud
paving bhad any tultion; bul net only do ws hknow that other
pagame have undergene & long peried of training, but we have semi
quoh diseiples walking about with mester megome; helping them
in ‘awelling oubkl. Sume megome dance at night n & mﬁméﬁ wimie

i1er €9 pogeeysed people (thlis dance is qalled majomens ) but meny -

é‘.af wots Hegome resemble Lolops decters in volng puided by a
spirit and somehimes oven have a giziler inttiation, but ‘their
furction and mauner of prosedurd are oliogether gifferant, ns wo
ghall se8.

Divirekion..

The aivinatory dice ponstifute the grest disgnostlc davigs.

Thoge dige sre, as we haye sesn, clogely spaooisted with thelr |
swner who hse drank of their soup, and bofore a degfor can use

the set of amother, oven if 1% wes his father, 1% must ke placed
in medleine to be glven power! to go ovoer to tho now mari

When & new bone i sdded Ho an existing set it iz ameersd with
medicine (exereta of the hyens and tongue and heart of the vulturd
The dice khuma and become upabls to divine unless twashedt sash |
monih by being lefi evernight in weler sontaining medisive-
ueuelly mupada bark (Longhoseypus gapagsa), wnd ledd out %o &y
iy the sun pexd mornings They %s,wg@ &effgisﬁ and have ﬁ" e
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weshed alse aftsr having been ftouched by a person coming io di-
vine about & death and 1t is quite gommen for a dootor to send
away & client with the words, 'The bones have not besn washed.!
On ous cocasion when the dice gave ne satisfestory answere g
dookor atiribuied this to pakbuma owing to the fael that the
glients had no% yet hold the khitshila (removal of defilement of
festh) for a ehild who had died some montha previcusiy.

% The Lovady get ls fairly stereobypsd, consisting of about
ferty pisces, most but not all of which ars bones. The bones

and hoiati (sval—-sheped stones of & fruit) of the Shangena-Tonga °
mugolny are somewha® different but are mbjsct to similar rules
o€ intorpretation. Dominating the wsual Lavedn set ars four

fhat pisess of ivory or bone, two male and two fomale. The
Largest mals bons, celled iehweme, represents a fwll-grown mam, AR
4he smaller, Khilome, a bachelor or boy; the large femals, dis- ‘

tingulshed from the mals bones by being deeply notehed at one end.
is oalled jwadims end reprosenis a married or imporiant womal,
the smaller beipg dhowena , & young girl. One side of aach bone
iz aistinguished by blagk dots or rings, often made with a poker) .
when sush bons falis with its teyes! up (showlng), it means
heppinose, while feyes'! down denotes anger. Howadays deminces

are often used instead of ivery or hons. These four ivery dies
£811 in sixtoen different combinations, the cardimal positions. i
Baoh position has its own name and its own pralse, referring,
%hough vaguely; %o its meaulng; end it &s these four pleces

from whish the gensral configuration of influences or pregagst.iw ,
cations s read., Thers ars other seis of four: pleces fyom
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the ventral surface of & fortolss each with two sasily distingui-
shable gides, and shells, twd Olive standing for miles and tw
¢ypraes representing femeles., The tortoiss shells (kadu) are

ngaveigted more espeoially with illness, the shells wiih the

wasthery
Having thtown the dlce, the diviper locks first ai the ivery
piacs@é and gives the praise of their &lsposition shieh indicetes

%he goneral situaiion, say, .dissension, loss er complainis of ths

fathorts sistar. Dut this gereral situation must be related to
the 1ie of cerisin other bones, particularly malops, the kmickle~
bone of the steenbuck (Baphiceros cempestus) from which as ¢hisf
gf a1l the bones ths &)viner next orientetes the situation. The

procedure thereaffer involves linking this situation on the one

nand with ovents or specific prognosticatione of good or ayil

and on the other with people playing a part in thess oveaig.
Thakady er pudimo, the talus of the anibesr represenis he

sncestors whe, 1ike the antbear, live underground; 4his bone
shows whethor the gods are angry or not and is disgnestlc of the
hsalth oy 1ife of o person which in the last reserd lies in
angestral kands. Deu, the phalanx of the lfén (and, in some gets
also ygwe, the phalanx of the figer) which is also a pointing
vona, showing directien, phiri, the knae-bone of the hyona, of
which there may be two, male and femsle, and 4shwene; male and

fomple knee-bonos of the baboon, all stand for the avil power of
wltchas and their Tamilisys. The bsboon bones in addition in-
dteate,; by the side on which they fa1t, dangsy or illmess on & _
journey, suitsbility of & chosen spot for building & village and,
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in ecage of barrennsss, whether oF not m child will Be bern.
Every sot conisins iws peculiariy-shaped murula pips with func-
4ions lees ppesific, dspending as they do upon the whole con—
figuration of forges or events, and a river pebble found in the
stomsch of & orocodiie; jemsjs la gwona {(thing swellowed by &
erossdiie), which iz dlagnostic of khileso, the illness ceuzed
by fereign substenges whigh sorcercrs cause their vigiims %o
swellow with food or drink.

To bring thuze erll or good influences ints relation with
gpeeifia people, to delormine who is {11 or who &5 bewitehing
4he consultants, the diviner turns 4o cartain asiralagus bones,
sapabls of falling on four sides and representing pesple. Twe
or three shesp bopes shand for jmportant or respeched parsons,.
auob as digirict or yillago heads, and guek bones, mubering two

45 gix, for Mers commonars - & real separation of shosp and goatsi

T 1 $heve ave two sheep OF gont horss, they pepresaut male and

female; & third represenis & phild; four bones extends the

pange Yo male and female shildren and the further two bones gif-
forentiate widow and bachelor. Often fomale bones are disting—
wighed by having & pleve of wire weund round them sings woman :
wony wire leg-ringsi pifferent totems are showd by benes of ihe .
snimels revered. Lovedn sots have tWe (male snd fomels) MAgEVy
(ristbuck) bones ptanding for the Crosodile totemic group} W .
phais (rooibuck) bones for Ehalaga and sometimes also Lovedu
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{royel group); two goleve (wild bosr) for the oved, W phuth

(autker). for Khaha and Font; two ghosho (bushbuck).for Tohadel.
of Hewwisnsy and in avsas in which there are Phslavorwa and .

Therina alse two poge (poveuping)., Elephanis snd Bions are
raprocented by the benes of these animsls already In the aed. 7
Those tofar-indldating bones vary greatly according to the people
with +som the dlviner comes inte most contashs Hany diviners |
have one or twe exira pleces, such as a shell or a store Lound
in a strangs places Melamebsha, for instanece, has a piese of
shalk from Frango, where he served in the Labour BaiSelion duping -
4he Groat Yar. ‘
The Setasiled rulss of dlvinstion need mok be shaled hers}
indesd $hey are far too speclislissd for cursory treatment and do
not sdvence our gersral thesis sny further.,  A11 that 1s neses—
gery tr & diseussion of the genersl principles underiying divi-
nation., TFirstly, it is the side on which fhe dice fell ratber
fhap their dispssition fo one anotber that is important. ALY
4he pleces can fall in two ways, gither positive, dorsal oOr
weguiive, ventral surface up, while in adéliien the golrsingk
have two narrower surfages, oo, the ooncave side with a dseper
ol8ft than the other, the sonvex side. In the normal position
with dorsal =ide up, the power the bons stands for is seld Yo be
sctivs, the person it represents will of walking in the dirsetion
4 is lying; in $he reverse position, with ventral side up, 1%
is sleeping, powerlesz or deal and hence, when the powsrs répye-—
septed are those of witeherafi, a good sign, for they are then on
$helr backs and harmless. An estralsgue lying on its gonvax
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aifle with the clefi up shows laughing, happiness, talking v
éven guerrelling (much +aiking) and with ths cenvex side up,

 anger, complaints, sadneas.

Sgeondly, the significmnce of these posiilons and particu~
larsy of the combinations of the gots of four bories varies accor—
ding %o the purpose of the divination: = partisular position
moans one thirg when it is illnsge, snother when 1t is & bullddng
gite hat is in quesiion. Thirdly, despliie intricats rules,
divinstion is in the last resort not an exack seélence but en
interpretation in which the divime rfe ingeruity, his knowledge
of humsn nature and his estimaie of the interplay of motives in
the souiehy play an important part. In this gonnestion the
pralges of each bons and of various positions have on unsuspeg—
ted funciion, These praises are not itrade seorsis and are fair-
iy generally known; %o b word-perfect is unnegessary amd pavty
may be recited or omitted whiie half may be utiered st one momend
and the remainder much later. This occupies the mind of the |
olisnt and glves the divieer time %o tpink ang orientate himself.
Horsover, interpretation abounds with mstaphorieal expressionsg
4s does the parianes of Buropean fortune~tellers with its olub-
sen snd diamond-girls. When a divinor reoites She praise 'khadi
@ hadipgs dithega ya hadigs motse ea swal, those proseont all |
understand that the father!s slster le é.iaplaasad and is the
cause of the troubls) relhing further nesd be mentioned by the
doelor,

Hany Lovedu diviners, imi$ating the smgome use & pedulisy
chand, helf-Shangana-Tonga, half Sotha, & jergon in whish even
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4he normsl prominsfe’tien of Sotho words becomes dietertid.. .
This Lo Giffieult to undergiand snd iz ve-interpreted ‘by mniéiém& L
of the party mors conyersant than tbe oliegnt with the procedurs l
o1, if necessary, by the dostor himseif. Thic somewhal resym— ‘;
wies 4he wse by 18th Contury physiclsns of invelved mediesl terms |
40 1mg?éﬁﬁ pratisnts with their knowledge. Doshors also ofiien |
w. aggoveate o depger of an illness: Rathega, 4o, all anpearanseé
in perfect health, was %old that his *hioed! and *Stomach! were

in & most distressing condition. Similerly Mutzere whogs

awolien 1og was disghosed as que to witchorals, wap told; fonly

& brave men would dere %o stay o momeni longer in fhiz villege,
14 is so witoh-ridden'; but he remained quite uninpresseds -

pesplie thess tricks, divining is not vaparded a8 coeult and
meny people have some kuowledge of the mesnings of different
positions.
The &ypetor and diviner at work.

The preoedurs in divipation is 2 sublle progcess, combining

suggestion, froo ussociation of ideas and techniques of leading
the oliext and inspiring confidence in the diviper. On ppening
4he bags,. the dootor pours out the dice and walches how they :&‘all;} |
but he doos not always vouchsafe anything at this stage. Before

gasting his dice he chews a piege of ruok (khirugilu oF RupORWE) = - 5
whish he blows out om to the bones or into @ shell which bs xubs
sgainst his bure chest: ke or the bones axe given insighf spd -
power in this mesner. Then tekipg them in both pands and ntﬁzww -
ing w preise by way of ensouragement, he ossis them on %o the
floor of the mat provided. A% this stage he poads the sardinal
positions, perhaps slabarating on the general trond indicated,
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and guggeste what the elient has come %o consuly him about, &ﬂaﬂ? i

in se dolng ¢iliciting some information.  Thereafisy the ¢llent
himself thyows the bones,. spesking te them as dictated by %o
dootory  the Venda pracilee of bringidg e plese of yag breathed
wpon by the patisnt le not known, but the consultant mey be d-
racted to mention the patieni's name. The slisnit will have to
gast many times 4111 the trouble has been thrashed oud.

The next step iz fer the doctor, after suggesting a remedy,
%o cast the bonsaz and intarpret thelir reply %o ‘the suggestion.
thatevor the cause of the illpess, the first suggestion 4s
weuslly placation of the ansesters and thereafier medisines and
treatments. At sach throw only some of the dice ure shudied,
4he position of the others being irrelevent to fhe lmmediate
purpose. Sometimes it tukes long (often, ng wo have seen, se—

veral hours or a whole sfternoon) for the bonss fo give a ¢lear

fndication and, if they fall in unreadabls gombinations, various .

causes may be assigned: the bones may not have been propeyly
tgashed!, the clients may be in a state of Zhu khwms; or the

Bones may Jjust unaccountably ‘refuset.

1

To illustrate ths prosedure we give an actual case of divi-

nation simplified by the omission of praises, D& Rematiti had
just Tinished aivining Tor Nwagu when Dumedl, Fsaguls friend,

gie Lived some ten miles away, omme Wpon the scene and, panding
over kis shilling 46 4bs dostor, ngked that the dles be Shrowy

for him %oa. Hematiti poured out the bones, looked st thom tui :
pomained milénts He then chewsd  piece of khirugulu, took the

Bones in both hapds, spat on them anhd, mumbling & pralse, cost
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them.  *They have fallen muferefovet(a positicn meaning dismsens ~
sion), he sald, uttering the relevans gram@ ‘You have een ‘
presfly iroubled, ' he continned, enlarging upen the grsatness of
the trouble. 'The torteise bones lie muiagola!(indleating lomg
iilness)s he added, YWou suffer from blood and intestinal ‘Ermm,e,?
Do you have dreams?’ I¥es!, replisd Dumedi, fohiefly about '
dend pesples! TIshwena!{ihe babosn bones), weni on the dootor,
fape fuil (1is on thelr convex side), your slcknees is on the
saests!

Tagraupon Dumedi was given the bones %o throw and $0id %o

ropeat after the doctor o pralss of the bomes ~ VWil me, you

spy-with-eyes~that-ges (Mbofe wena tholo modana wona wa nathe s

ho Umna), toll me why we are affiicted; whether it be a ged or
whethor it be a witch, toll us.! When the bones had fallen,

the dogtor asked, 'De you know any gwena (the Crododile soten)

ape your in-lsws Crocodile?? }N‘c'.‘, roplisd Dumedi, I kow only

neighbours, not relatives, who are Orosodile.'  After Dumedi had
genied that he had guerrelled with these peopls, the dookor war- 1
ned him pot to drink beer with them, and whon Dumedi objected,
IBut we are always drinking topgether,} he sald, }I% Ls they who
pave given you khiless.! Iumedi was doubhful bui replied, !2
yemember that ongs, when I came oul of the gomana initiation,
son of those neighbours geve we morkey muge and afiervards my
stomach weas upsat.}

pumeds was made %o throw the bones again and the doctor &3&9&?
nim Af ho were 4roubled hy matter in the ears. Dumsdi admitted

thst bosh his ears were affedtnd end afded; "That is how the trou- , '
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ble began, and I have trded many remedies in vein.! The doetor
now had 2 substantisl olus. 'The vars are ssusing blood on the

cheat,! ne sald. Has a ielops dostar trisd o eure youds ,
4No.' Dumedl replied, $0nly & women who wes ong day called for my l
mgthers | |

The bones were ohge mors thrown %o determine whether the
woman would succeed AT she wers oalled again.  The malops boks
iay on 1%s back and with dau and phiri upside down, showing the
power of ‘the witches to be broken, snd golsvs (wild boar) in Iis
novimel position, the dootor declared that Dumedi would recover.

But though it was silently passed over, the divirsr wes nmistaken

in thinking that his client was of the golove toiem.  agalin
Dumsdi threw the dice and the question asked, namely, whether ha

should offay o (guma) his dead father, was answersd in the
negative as umnscessary. But though phird (hyens) snd ishwene
{baboon) lay powerloss, the posifive position ihe ithe lion (dau)dy
assoeiaiod with witches, Indlicated thet the stomach-gohe would

remain., 'Have you lLilharzlas,! enquired the doctor. IHoy!

wea the reply, Well them, do you enjoy your beer?! INej ons

galsbash fills me; I gan't dripk much.’  amothey ihrow; this
time by the dooter, wap faveurable %o the medicine mentloned as
& curs. 'But’, asked the dogtor, as be seruilinized ithe benss,

et ¢biild at home is 111TY  Yhen Dumsdl said i1 wes his, the
dogtor copgratulated himself on his perspiescity and could not
vesigt following up his succass.

Dumedi thus had %o cash the dice ambout bis child., The

dostor disgnosed gwigolsores), & vague term coffeving extexne
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raghez F seres of all kinds as well a3 internal trouvie, and
s somson gomplaint of ghildren.  [Yes!, replied Dumedl; 'the
agyen are i 3ts moutht, adding a Ffull socount of the complaint.

The ¥pilems goat estralagus (indisating a young male person) veas
iying positive, so the dootor sald, 'It is a boy*, but egaln he
was wrong. Unperturbed, the doeior now throw the dlee, having
puggosted the ¢ure, 'Dung of witches (metaphorical for the ingeo~
$ivorous bat). and mice and moss hanglng from trees. Durn ons
poriion, holding the c¢hild in the smoke and smear i35 body with
the otheér poriion. Tell us, yon spy-with-syes-that-soe. 1

say et my fowl (ehild) scratoh (be well).] But the bome siane
ding for a amall girdl(thowsng bone of goat) Lell on itz beshs

the medicine would not succeed. Agedn the dostor threw, menfig—

ning differsnt ingredients but similer treatment, and thiz time

the bopes were propitlous.

On the whols people are satisfied with rather vague siate-

monts: told that {mcoording to the dice) hs had lesrnt his
dostoring from his mother's brother, Rameleps sald, (No, but one

might say it is frem him as it oomes Lrom ny motherts perplet, aﬁ&f '
was quite satisfled. Moreover, sliemts are not there %o frip '
wp the doctor, but to got his help and advice so they freely
dizouss their troubles and cluteh st every plece of infermation
fthat 4s or borders on belng cerrect.
Yery different from the bene~thrower e the lelops doctor
who divines wsuslly when his spirit whom ke is sble %o sull up
at wiii, is upon him. He may then divine wikhout the use of may

venes, merely singing sut his dlyinabions in the suse way &s VRS
the possessed sing out thelr songs mnd mas&a@aé&r he may thyow
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e hones; Bsually only onee or twice to impress slieats, for he

hardly leoks al them at such seancess Hany lelope declors ave,
bowever, able to divine slso by bone-throwing iu the ordinary
mErmiar BF dootors without thelr spirits descending upon thems
This method they resort t6 shen There are no abttendants at hend
40 minister to their wants while the spirli is upon them.

The ssance of the lelopo doctor is similar %o that of ordli-
navy possessed peepls whioh we describe elsewhere. Bul the
dootor tekes mdvantage of the large attendence %o Greate a demand i
for his services,seliciting custom by well-ghosen words addrasssd |
40 various individuals sbout impending calamity or bad heslth,
intopded to awaken their interest or feara. He is often high~
hended and overbsaring, cbharacteristics tnlerated on goeount of
the pogseseing spirif, and unlike the ordinery doclor, rosoris
gonigtantly %0 the spectaoular,

Mathorisane at work was a remarksble sight. Dressed in g

lespard skin snd meny cloths, a man's tie and scwr? fagiened with

giit sufety pinms, she sat in the midst of her attondants and
satellites with mediscine bags %o her lefi, divining sot %o the
right, Her hesd was s masterplece of feathers. Reund it was

n eireiet of smail circular skins, from her forshead rozs a ball
of black feathers which hung over the head like & Testher duaster
shile o the back were two large sbopipg plumes. Bafore hay \
stood her most lmpressive warvel - an assagal gbusk i;} the ground -
with & buck's horn halancing on a sixpence on ihe end of the shals.
The story of this horn stendipg unsupported on the hilt off an
agsegal had sproed far and wide ever the whiols land and Jenk
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greay wbight fo all she sald. It was belloved that the horn
gonld belanes in this way only when the spirlf was upon hey and
pecple gasped with astonishment whon oven they were able at her
Gommani *?;6 %404 the horn and plece it back %o stand o spd es
bafors . . The peersd of the korn was simple: inseried on slther |
ai86 at the top, thigker end of the horn were iwo equal lengths |
of thick wore which maintsined 4% in equilibriume That the horn
gould stand unsupperted would have been mtar'ge‘-nma enough to the
native; but that it could stand on end hampsred by thage wire
encunbrances “sas nothing short of a miracls. Cur gxplanstion of
4he prineiple involved, prashical illustraticns with 2 veristy of ;‘
objsets failed Yo impress even an educated man,.a woll-guallfied |
toacher, He remarked, !Tou may do it by sclence but the :’1%‘&?2'
dess 1t by spirits. Shs knows nothing of selence. 7o him the
fact that it formed part of duropean seientific principles added
%o, vather than defractsd from, the wonder of the dochorls achie- |
ysmand, '
The mugome is essentislly a gneller-out, s'athe:f then 8 haalsx%
of Gissase. Thongh 4% is poseible for people privately to son~
sull s mugoMe as ihey GO ordinsry dootors, the main fungtion af "
the mugome is his quasi-legal ono of dsteymining tha incidence x\af
guilt in cazes of witchorafy, mnd in thoss cases of theft or "
adultery in whieh thors 1s mot zarfiolsut evidenge for the court
4o docids one way or the otper. The precedurd inveivas first
private consulistions of & docior or lesser mugore, followsd by
an acengation directly or through an intermedlary, & wagsr by the
pariies publicly made In Gourt; then a journey ip the company sf
an official wituess of the court {called the tgerst) to & Qlstant
mﬂllﬁr'-ﬁ?ﬁ, uzxﬁ %&m achual ,*mnmg m:ra‘ The husimm of the
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Tgarst lo to relate 4o the courtd the nsture of the desision, the'
competence ¢f the mugoms, whether or net the y&ﬁi@ﬂé@naen&@d
%0 the decision, and de%ailis of the weger: He mist be imperiial
and dimintersstod and receives a goat or ten shillings from sach Q,
off the two parties, as well ag provisions for the roade unloss
there is s speoifics challenger and o specifie agousation sgeinst
tpmodrie; the sourt will not give its seanction %o procedurs of the
yexties 40 & smeller—out. It may slse digallow the ghallenge '
and dlsmiss the odase as nongense (guwitphels),  Although 1% gﬁjn*i
erally aceepis the verdict of the sweller-out, it is not bomnd
%o do 86. It 1s no%t necessary for acoussr and asccused to be
present in person at ihe smelling-out; they may he and often
ave, esspevially in the case of women, reprosented by a relative. V'
whey proceading to a smellsr-out, the parties have no defl-
nite destination. They sst out in a norih-easterly diredilen
where megome abound, wsuslly with the intention off geing seme—
where very far awsyj for the theory is that the more dlstant
the mugome, the more rolisble his vordlot will bs. after a day
or 4wo, howevery; they grow tired or the oifiplsl wiitness @nmplafiai .
of the heat snd they find somgone nearer. There ig no gonvers ‘
gntion on arrival st $he mmeller-out exespt in so far gg the
party states iis businéss,and U1l money payment is alweys re—
quired {in sdvance on the understending thet if the parties ave
dimsatisfied 1% will bo returned to them to enable them %o pro-
goad olseshere, The offisia)l wiinessy on appoimiment must be
hiven the phithe (ihing to be hidden); any small ariicle such ax ‘
& spuff-box or & colk which iz concesmled about his person and
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mast be named snd found by the smeller-out as & test of him ceme s
potence bafore divination Wegins. Unless he ig sble in addition

to glive the totem of s¥eryone in the party and elsarly %o dlstine
gulsh betwesn acouser, addused and official witness, they will .
pass on i¢ someons elge,

If is somedimes said by Ruropesns that megame have sples who

bring them the information necessary for divining. This would,
hewever, be impossible: not only do people come from all dires~
tions or tribes;. scmetimes as far distant as Hapolaneng beyond

the Orlifents rviver, but it would require an slaborate system of

sspebnags that would herdly be kept ssoret from the peopls in the

genditlions that obtain im Benlu scgisty. |
Thers is no doubt that megome are cleover and we have our-

selves been amaged al the manner in whish,under %test sepditions,

& mugome was able te neme and find an object hidden on our person.
But it must be horme in mind thet they ume a trial end error

technique, the vima method, based upen the yasponges of the sud—

o ok B A TV

o fencs. In our experience (though of course the prosenss of a
Buropsan ls always a disturbing factor), after the firet fow res—
ponses the mugomebegins to speak more and more loudly and quickly .
and & situstion of free assoclation of ideas and greai guggggggye_;
ngss srizses, The consultents bsocome less guarded and the M);
skilled in his ard, is sble to draw conclusions from thelr re- "
agtlons. A good desl of vagueness 1s, however, permisesable:

the torm mukhalsgs, for exempls, can refer fo & number of dizfe~
ront fotsms: mukhalapa proper, makhaleges punysi, mykhalsga dou
{slephant Xhalags) and thiz applies alac %o other gspecis of thely

divination. In one pase a man in the party was acoused vi-
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garisusly on behalf of his felder brother or hiz wivesy hesmgggtngf
%4 the Crosodliie end Wild boar totemsts It mo happered thal :
u fer-sif wlassifisatory Thppther? of the man gonceried had wives
&¢ the Grocodils amd ¥ild boar tolems,.s not anusugl emﬁmﬁaa.;
go the guilt was immediately projacted wpon ong of These Wwo
wivas who happensd 4o have besn previously accused, though she
had suseesded in clsaring herself. 4n azr&;nal sxample will e:maia-
dste the methods cmplayed.

Yudana scoused Budile, his helf-brother!s son, of stealing
rine pounds, The cass had heen Erisd forst ot home and then af
the Native Comsissicner’s whers 1% had pean dismisssd owing 10
insufficient evidences The parties decided %o go to s sméllor- "
ouke On the second dey of thelr journey, whon ihey were ms%ing
undsr a tres to ensble the officiel witness %o teke off hiz
Jasket, a small boy standing some way off eaid to them, Thore ia
& smeller-oud ever there.t He was a deaoy watehing the road %o
girest psopls %o a diviner who hed lately sprived and zel up &
temporary villags of rough huts. Deaiding that 1% was oo hok
%6 go further, the party followsd £he boy and sat dowd outside ﬁh&;

village fence. A man approached them and,.alter asgsriaining
piow much money they had to sffer, showsd them into an anglosure
of 6ld sacks. A% the entrance gtood the diviner himself, holding
a stick undsr which the feur membars of the party were made %o |

pass in single fils. piviners ars said quite frequently to test ™

their cllents in goms such menwers: sometimes they are made to

Jamp over & Lurrow end it is suid the gullty man weuplly fells in¥

Wisn they had sented $hempalves on the ground 4he diviner
asked first of a1l for his marzey. Tha arﬁr;ml wiﬁmga nandsd
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him  £2e8; but he ingisted en 10/~ mors leesuse, he sald, 1% was
4 GLfficult bese, one that hed been mich tried in other sourts.
s%iok in hand, bt witheut 4he use of any divinirng bones, the |
diviver bugan asking the party 4o #espond (hu vuma)s ‘Y& vuns, 3
they veplied, and he procseded with his ghanting in u mixture ef
Bothe and Shangana=Tonga in sing-song phrases ad the snd of which
the ciients had %o msront.  'You have coke from homs on & mattel
he began. Pointing %o the official witness, he sald, *You

nave sccused this boy (poiniing %o Bodils) of wiichgraft - No,
I'm making a mistake on purposs. You have not gome Leop thig
reason.! Looking into & large shell, he conmbimied, [You have
some on & Gifferont orrand - You havée gome sbout money — The #uAm.
cencernsd ie 2350 - No. It &g £15 - No, it is 210 ~ The guner
of the money sells hemp.! Centimiing in {his mannsy in shord
phrases to which the party responded '¥a vumat, shd mgé@stmg )
firgt thip thon that, he eventually said, 'I don'd 1ike %o tmume : ‘
brothors by the sams father to fight — Your quarrel iz s vain
otie - The money wan stolen by a woman of the Crogodils tolem
1iving mear your village — She has net yel used the monsy. ¥
Pointing to Bodils, he said, 'Fou, why do you want %o kill him.
(Hudana) - and you (Hudana) be earsiul - They may kill you with
medicines they bave just bought.! Turning %o the offiolal
witness, he dsmendsd, 'Give me my hidden cbject {phitho) — What
kind of thing i this which is hidden from me? = It is o swuff-
box =~ Ho, A% iz & half-grown - No, it is a pamay -~ Boy it ia

your lefi-hand pocket the thing whish you have besn given.! The
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offigial witness took out of his pocked the battery of g torchi
He¢ dombhed the compstence of g diviner whe had Yeor go vague

about the nature of the objevt: 'European iron' can bé any medal
ohjeet, But the maln thing was that Bodiis and Mudaxs were
setisfied and so the party went home, velisved thet i% wes an
ezmsiﬁm* who was found to be the oulprit.

Objectively considared, thisz seapoe may appear naive, bui
tho parties and sven an outsider whe wag present 43a& not think
g0, There was no imitlal and fovmal identifisation of scouser, .
‘aocused and ‘sars!; which vne oxpeocts from theoreticel egecunis)
byt forms and procedures are never pot and it s nothing umisusl |
for these identifigetions to emerge later ss the aivinsilen ’p?@w?;
coedss It is by Sheorstloal ctendards necsmsary that the smelle
out, 85 & test of hism competence, should name the lotem or &t;her:
groaps of the consulfants, but in this case the partiss aid wot |
sven notice the omission, ms they wore satlsfled on the maln isaﬁ
The smeller-cud erred somevhad as regards Lotk the som involyed
and the velationship of Mudena =’ Bodile; but the parties were
jmpressed that he wss omly £1 out and, although they wers nod :
Brothers, they wsrs reloted through wroth( 'ss  The wide comnoba-~ .
tion of terms and indefiniteness <€ conce, lons lend theuselves
a5 nesnipge and rigid ostegories n a Curopsan lanpusge sanned
do, o menipulation by the smeller«out and ready sposplance by
fhe parties of suggestionss In the khore (eourt), the yanqul she
party otien compleing of the vague or inecorrest ingications as o
totemy ans of other unsatisfavtory features, bul ynless the
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the money from ths smellevwout and proceeded Yo anothey. Buk
3% Ls neseseary to add that the sweller-cut often backs up his
ard with ¢ very high-honded meymer snd 43 i not an éasy mabter
for ons of the two parties fo alaim back his mopey.

shon a diviner finds soyone guilfy of witeboraft, e shaves

tgavs! agress, the tourd usually dississee these cbjesilons eings,
4F ho had ¥éslly been dlssakisfied, he would have domanded Vask s

ons side of the witehls head and tekes from him his Jjacket or an’}f? o R

objest of ¢lothing ke would 13ike to have. To the muccensful
party is given = small buck s horn to blew on his way home as :
proof of his saccosg. He progeeds %o the voyal village %o rﬁp&z‘f

and g mot vith the joyful triliings of the women #hoy op hawing

4he horn, coums into the courtyard %o walnome him with daneing
gteps i giadness. Later the cmpo will Gomo vefors the eourd
and the unsuceessful party will ve made topgay his wagey (sama”mm@
enttle, somstimes money). Usually 4ne unsuseessful pardy Sol
plains in court dhat the speller-out mede some migtske In men~
tiouwing the totsms or wes too vsgue, and demands Yo go to ang-
ther smeller-out bal wnless the official wiines: sgress with
their statenents the dourt generally agoepts the verdict.
smellers-out sometimes greatly oxgasd the powers witieh
custon slioug 4o thems They hrowbeat elients, boat and o ey
wise bll~trest anyous they bave smely ouk a8 a Wit b and demand
exorbitant peyments. In ome onse the ationdants of o sEellerw

aut gelged the sesused; pplled off all his slothes {witches
ked 3 aud prdered him %o dense the dunce of
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witohes. Cowasd by the wnormous odds againgt him he did g Paw
dmmolng steps whersupon he was ordersd o olimb a tres end iy
{ jamp} down 1ike a witeh., He was beaten and his whole head

wae shavad, When he asked for his clothes they meds him pay

&R for them and not sutisfied with this, oui off ocne leg of the

trov ers. This case is edeepifonal but 1llustrates the lengths
¢ whioh some smellers-out will go. ﬁuﬁh action ia,v-however.
possible only in owtlylng areas far frog the adninistrative
gentres of the Zuropean for, great though his powers be, fhe
amgller-out holds a precarious poeition in 4he modern worlid
which hae dsolared his setivitiss illegal. Ocoasionally the
teghnigue of the smeller-out is directed towards pre?eﬁ'ﬁimg the
consulbants from giving him away %o the awthoritiss, 'If yom
say T' a ller', declared one emeller—out to the parties, 'iaks
back your mongy end go elsewhere. I even challenge you to take
ma t0 the Furoppans; they will agree mith me as I have s license
$o divined
Pagmept of dastors.

Smellers-out are ihe wealthlest doctors, recelving anything
from £1 to £7 at & sitting, Many set up temporary villages
along the roads to catoh oljonts and one, living in Poriugusse

Regd africa hes w motor lorry for trsnsporting elients Drom the
Travsveal Towveld to hiz home, over g digtence of o hundrsd miiss
oy mores Bubt the smeller-oul, like the spsclallst in our own
zoelely has no persopnal relefions with his ellents and the Lovedu
miy moatly wpon the srdinary bons-dlvinere. He reemiyes g fowl
or & ghilling for divinstion and perhaps; 1f he iz mercenary or
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has taken grost paine aboud the medigineg half-g-arown or five o

ghillings for opening the medicine bags. Bud payment for traat-

.masm‘:ﬁ i made only for successful dures and this 4g mads ahi@ﬁy

in Beers  The femily doctor usually reseives nothing at ail

but is galled fo sll beer that is drunk in the familyy :
The nature of the payment, which the doutor shares not only

with his own friends and relatives It with thoge members of

his pationt ?@ family who have sarried the beer, indicates how

far removed from purely ecenomic coneepiionsg susch paymente ares
Thi boxe~thrower is an important parson in ihs sooiety, nod .
bosause hls.practies brings him wasiih; b because gtesage is
g mattor of evar-epremﬁt intarest. Certain lﬁﬂiﬁiﬁﬁﬁtf gures
waryant speclal p&m&ﬁﬁb other than thenking hesr: the edrreud
charge for suring barrennoss or epilupsy ia £1 oy £1.10. Eﬁ"ﬁ
in practice charges vary sgeording tu the posket of the patieny

and porsonal relations betwesn him snd the dogtor,and wo haye
gaen curss for barrenness for whioh pnly the poat that was k’ilﬁ,mﬂ
or baer was given.

A patient un rscovery should nod, unlogs he wishes %o run
the risk of a refurn of his Lliness, shave his head before ‘t,hank*g
ing beer has been faken Yo his deotor who will sbave the fhaly
of fllness! (merird geiulweqe) With medicine snd put it ma
wot plage or hollow tree with the words, !3lekness yremaln there.!
Though we have sosn many cages in shich this yuls was gtrietly |
adiered to, 3% is ax olien as not okmssrved in the hroach.

1atono doctors ars neuslly moreensry, regilring s goat fov
most of thely Yrestments smt fining patlents sho sheve Shelr
neads without peymission. Thors is often, howovsry considorshle
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i not go. It is considered one of the most hinding duiles of

~ blokering about such payments, A man mey insist that he has #e

zﬁ;am;r: tug &n the end the dostor usually wins,

Eﬁfaﬁk; vho %ook his wils %0 be Srested for barrepness sald 18 had
no }iiéfﬁ%y for the goat demendsd by the doctor for wse in the trest
mam; In spite of the threats on the part of the pogasssing
spi¥i% thut he would dopary and 4he wernings of the attendsnts
that Bogh might rue bis action whep his wife rempimed uncuredy he
stoutly held ont until the dootor with & mastor—stroke said,ifeke =
et the mopay yew placed in your pooket whep you 1aft homee! :
Then; thinking his wife must have mentioned this to someops (yhiﬂ‘:
he laker found was quite erronmcous) he paid his fen shillings

~ without a blush at having 1ied so manifoesily.

& dogler never goes to eourt shout hie Ffaes but sometimes he
threatens to cover up (hu pusheleis) the holes whers he dug the
medioines; Yo call back Lllness upon the puilent, Lovedy eti-
quevts demandz that, before proeseding e ancther doctor vhen the
medicings of one have proved ineffegiual, a man should asqualnk
the doctor with bis intention (hu laels).

Qensral.

The Lovedu desire for quick results Lnvolves muoeh walling
about the couniryside frem one dootor to another, a duky a@valviﬁg
dpon the fathor or hushands  “omewn dther than widows gurmod Lo
%0 #onsuly dootorss  To a Duropsap it may sound naive when
wan glyes the 1llness O6f his boby as an exouse for bresking an
appaintment or neglecting important tosks, But to o Lovedu this

2
Hen snd duping our stay the chis? ocunciller missed what he hims’
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s01f congidersd a most impertent meeting of chiefs with the Hejive
Cormigsioper hegamse hig Poup-months-old beby wia $1%. ,

C Beilsf in ﬁi’i@ifzaﬁim iz not diffieult to understand. The '
ayeyags Europsan who pins bis faith %o X rays of the siethosgope
has po Hoye ﬁzawlgégé af their funciion than ihe mative whe ¥iind -

ig’v agoepte the verdiet of the bones. Beth have been broughi up .
49 believe the things acoapled by thelr gocietys Horeover the
Hetive dootor has es meny oures %o his sredit as the nverage |
uropean dovtor; fLor who cen to11 with any degres of gerieinty
4he part played by nature, and how far neture sucoseds in spife
of, hew far by the ald of, medicsl practices?. The adtlinde of

4he Lovedu to their physieianms is also gimilay to ours. Oreal
as iz the influence of Lovsdu douters, ihey are mever thought te&
bs jofallible; yet one does not condemn all doctors becauss one
of thsm has mads 8 migteke OT is net up to standard. There are ; L
Nativey who are sceptics and have 1ittle faith in doclors) ut : BTN ’ e

sespbicisn will never prevent a man Irem flfilling the soglally

onjoined guty of eongulting doetors whon his wife oy children are R " e : i
113, Failure to do this would rosuli in aseocugahions of negleat
and might havs serieus gocial GonSAQUeNCBSe

abhsence of a sclentifie enilook, however, muKes the Lovedy

eysaulone, uneritica}l wnd easily improsseds Sofonin whose¢ main
subjset of sorversation for weeks had hLsen hig swellen legs whith
he attributed Lo the macbinstions sf pis step-mother, wes ngver— ]
thelogs desply impmsmdr whien & oloss neipghlbour, wnder ths influ@nce
of her possessing spirit kold him his stopmother had tewitoned

him. The Buropean, guestioning the ghola basis of this kind of
spirit possession immsdistely suspects fraudy the nakive, mccep-
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tlng the phenomsnon, &5 dseply inpressed thet $he spirit showld
gonfirm his suspieions. Aven ihe evengellist near the roysl vil-
J#ge, vhose 14fe has besn devolted Yo bresking Sown heathen super—
Mi§1ﬁ§§ %alls in gl gerisusness of & pig with haly only on its
ehin which was shot by his father - in reslity s men sent? to
Trighten n wonan inte veturning $o her hushand.

| The importanse of sugsestion and how Lt mey b ussd by dos-
tors is well i1lustraged in the case of Simson, 5 marrisd man of
about twenty dhree, educated in the miasion sohoel, indelligent,

geepkionl and pet easlly improssed. 1tz mother had gone 4o 2
doctor to 'divine about her homel, ss many people de  even when
wothing is wrong, in order %o werd off impending dangers. ghe V
was told a wilch had introfuced ap object ints the bedy of her sonj
he wes coughing badly, se badly that people wowld scon think %
waw deres the woman's dispase, Wi if he cmme oun the following
sondey, the dsctor wonld take out the causs &f the troubls.

When his nether mentionsd this 4o Slmeon he was surpriged; for s :

yat b £61% no fnconvemisnce, A% Sundsy drew peeror he bsgen 4o
Pepd ¥il; be bogan 4o oough and hie bresthing bécsme AiIXflsult,
making him uneble fo wallk fast or run. On Ssturday night he
goughed rll the fime end &34 nok have a winmk of glesp, At sbout
B a.e his mother %old him to get up snd acsompany her te the
Agotor and when bo begged o be allowed Yo lie z 1ittle longey,
ghe vefased, gaying, ‘Do you wunt me 4o loss you? Feople are
alrvesdy seying you have derg.! The journey of four milos was o
Shogon a terridle epdeni; ho felt he could hardly walk and would
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paver arrive., A sunrise they asrrived at the village of the é@ﬁ«?ﬂ
tor wno treasted him with emetios whloh afforded immediete ralisf. |
#ithin & fow days the oough had dismppeared and Simeon was £it
PIee WOPe .

Thers is pe clear-tut distinotion between doctor snd whiche.

A doctor may be a witch like anyone else and sings it is the busi-
ress of Goulors %o sounierant the ovil of witchosm 1% is balieved
they must know a good deal sbout the subjegt. Furthermorve,
dovtors must be sble to protest themselves egalmst witches; they
tPixt thoir bodies each year againet enemies and many boast about
baving gsent lightning 4o Ytry' (hu lega) other dochors, sn agtlon
that would be considersd witcheraft in an ordinary msn. |, The
blame for 'killing msdicines! obtaired from a doctor attaches %o .
the ¢lient who used them, not the doctor who supplisd them, unless
it cap be shown $hat the docter was in league with his client |
Yo kill a common enemy. There have in our expoeriende heen Gases

(L

in which doctors have beon mocused of witcheralt and found zﬁimg

but on the whole, it is red iv ' o iniePest of doctlors to usge
their medioines against the public. Powerful doclors ars %oo
gresily foarecd even 4o be accused of witecherafi.

Though $hers are cases, wore partitularly in the touns where i

docdors carry on their profession as a monsy-meking business and
use the ssms medicines for every concsiveble kind of complsing,
fevedu dooters as o c¢lass ars nob charvlabens or dupss. The m&:’fﬁ‘*“
rity of them are as convinged of their powers and as sarnest in

theiyr work az arve Furopean dovlors. The offies of the lovedy

dootor is boih imporiant and honoursble, for be iz the guardisn of

. ] A, A AT LU, i |
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Hoture spirits and here—geds have no place in the Lovedu
scheme of things. There is, however, khuzwena, the ereator, who

made all things, including men, and left his fookprints on sartain ‘-

rocks in the nperih when they were new and soft. Bu no ons knows |

what haa happened to him and no one ever thihlkes of him. The

torm mudimo 1s someilmes used instead of Khuzwang wut how far this
i due 4o Christian influence tg daifficult to tells The heathen

uses the word mudime in various sontexts: to & harpen wWomal who

eomplains thet she has 1o children people will say in & commiser—
EhRE ating voles ‘Ge mudimet~ it is god o7 ¢ate, nothing gan be done
“ s man may peint %o a sacred bead or shrine and say, 109 mading

wa ga! (it is my god); ‘The gmallest of the four sacred drums is

reforred to as midino and $he torm 18 extengively used ne the

AR RIACTITICS.

singular of yadizo or medimo (sncestral spirits). Dut whexn thin-
king in terms of the Greator op first geuse, he heathon NE8S '

khugwape though he will when eslked say that khugwans is nudino.

The gode whom the Lovedu worship are their ancestors, fgoansed

#athers and mothors who guard them in death as they aid in 1ife.
gach family has l%s osn ancestors, and religieus pheervances a

fhus pecullarly & family gonesrn. Singe the ancestors of the
guesn are avle 0 glthhold rain and the w¢hale $rive is affsated
1¢ thers is drought, pecple ara in this respest deppndont wpon the o

royal anesslorsj but oniy the descendants of thoss sncestors osn

_.,'ﬂwﬁ?,m.‘,;:ﬂ{f\,»,,-n—-v::-——«,'Au--\“"%r—anﬂ‘r’f‘j‘:{ﬂ!ﬁrﬂr’?’““\'V"h"‘“‘ e S T S T EEE P
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Aturibules of the ancestors.

>

~ The sbtributes of ancestors are various. They sre onafg
greatent protectors: no harm can befall ops unless they ars neg-
lestful, Witches, mighity as they are, ¢an neither enter the |
villags noy caues gickness withowt the connivance of the angesiors;
honce %he prosedurs in divinetion even in the glearsst gass of
witchoralfs; of enguiring whether the spirits should be placated.
Disssge gennot enter mor epidemics breek ont if only the smoesiors
arse watchful epough and well-dispoped. Agaln and agalin one %‘igx‘s‘ia"
thls idea expressed in prayers: ‘Frofeet us from the dngers of
night and day. Do nok upen for us wind (epidemios) thug letting
the witches flnish us off,' eaid an officlator pouring & lib‘atieﬁ
for s sick ohild, (Le rs thivels zwa vmsiu le swa matsiare., Lo

khi re wulele phefo walol ¥a re feja). And the queen ln a prayer

at her harvest cevomony put i% even nore positively: ‘'As regerds
1ife, we have been very well but now we ars being killed by that
epidemic which you have allowsd to come?, referring to semallpox
(Ho phelas ve ve ve kha phola re di'o volswa ge gwikhuyn gwa phefo

yena ve 1s re phulefcho). Thers can bo no success without jhe

so=operation of the ancéstors. medicine cannod help nor dostorg
haal if the ancestors are not with one. This ides, reminisgent
of our By the will of God' ls oxpresased in ithe phrase; *vo &6

not ssy our dogtor (will hesl), we say our dector and the ansesiors
(#lre ro pags besuy 1 % yage hesn 1s vedime). It appears alm in
& prayer we hesrd on bshalf of sn sbgent son working in town, when
a gost, dedigated to his grandmother (father's mother) who hed

o b T e
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made uin 131 4we years before, was beinmg given the pew ecorn:
SEers iz the child, here he igs, mother. We ask that you let him
b6 happy and soel (give him beslth)e Tell all the other gpirits
{certain spirits mentioned), and we vho remalin, wo say oux thing
with the gods's Ro ro s thakhale
2 %ebys g phefo, 4 .

{Su~wo muyans, SU-¥O MME-WG.

Le ‘ MB};&&!&M gwgﬁ %“S&ﬂﬁﬁa la RESALE La

tinds in prayers many a roguest

AR T

xous ¥a re sadeho re xe khilo khesu le vadimo) .

Tn view of this ever-watchful protection of the apseators,

the phrase 'vadimo lslape (splirits,.sleep) walch pounds off 8o

many prayers, and the constant fear of waking up (bu dmisa) theé
ancestors, causing them to ‘stand’ (hu ema) and caume trouble,
It is as though

The use of the

sppear at first as a pecullar contradiction.
peopia do not wish thelr gods t¢ bo watchful.
term lsla here is, howaver, idlomaiie exprossing peace, things

being &5 they should be, as in the phrass, he we mmisoy Shago ia

the gountry sbept), implyling that all was
while phu deuse in this sense
o

3glz (bhere was order;
well and the rains had heen good;
means stircing to snger rather then waking up from slespe
prevent sncestors from being $00 quickly stirred up, shamms of
forgetfulness {Fulsyafa) are used in 1ibations and in shrines.

The snsestors are responsible for the fortility of the orops.
Tras; nething gould grow without rain, for which the quesn is
presponsible and which yoyal sncestors only have the pewer of with*-
holding; further, differences in tha harvest between ond area
and anothey are offen atiributsd to fighis between the witches of

the two sveas and even differences in yleld Lhatwoen ona manfs
£ited and his neighbourfe may be due o witchoraft, Yol one
for a gcgd har?am and though




&

there nye no spenial sowing rites ex ng the Lovedu, 1% is sbpnie
#igant thet the only pegular religlous obrervance is the harvest
offering of beer mads of ench year's now corn in villages vhers
fhare ays shrinea or dediuaded maimals. & man pouring a lidbatien
for z ik child added 9 has request for ber heelilhy 'Glve us
porn}  when wo piough let us slpo veap. Why ste you miinting us

#6 that when we pleugh we return empty-handed?! (Lg ro 8 muvele

ve re pls loms yé Yoyp mec, Lo diwe de hu ve dime ya go yos lems

W

o : £ig). When anyone dies there is thought to W & g™
L 4 thet the fertility of the crops will depart with him or her.

Hende when o gour® of pesds of ovory kind is plaged in the BEEYHR

fogether with a3 firebrand end calab.sk of waler Tor the Jourvey,.

sams of the sesds are scadtered over the body with words zaoh as
thogs which we board at an actual hurisd, D not depsrd wiith all |
4he corn and seeds and ki1l poopls. Hevt is water. ¥You #ill
fravel drinking where you go. and there ere sesde; you &80 80
tham vhen 3% is spring. Here, foo, 42 fire %o kindle whers oy
goe? (Le Kni re dohele is mepele le dibes gomogn; 18 khi re
vulasle vatho, Henzl o ac, 1o dv kb gdn 18 by nwa mo 1o yahot
1s diben g6 jee, 16 4o po hasha Vo ho kbi lepukile; le muile Susp
16 g0 bodels mo 1o yaho). Very often the grain wolonging to ¥he
degerssd iz trestsd with medicine in order that 1% muy vemsin |
fortiie.
Ahove all, however, the ansesters complain, a fact shich 1ise
e b 4ne basis of Lovedn religion, for by far the greater propoviion
e of religicus rites are thoss performed in responss Yo ansestral
i ; somplainks, Oue might at first think 16 strange thal the gods,
é tn 14fo Jast orainary, wil-disposed people, should in deata be
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so Liablie to bring froutle upon fbelr kin. Sometimes 1% 1s fho-

Hght %o be & sign of love: when Masllu's grandmother had made

Bl 4311 bosnuse she wenled a gont dedleated to hey, his mother

sald, No yonder his gogo selzed him.  She wus slways so fowd of

Bime!  PBuk shiefly it is in the natire of sncegtors %o complaing

a2 o Lovsdu phrase 1%, ‘When people sleop, L.0., are dead, thay

sught %o vomplain' (Hs watho v khi lsla Pase ya swanede hu Yalaely
pnesstors by thelr compleints osuse iiiness; when a baby |

cries all day it ig very oftem bedause an andsstor is pinching
him hecause he wents the ohild to bear his name; sSore ayes are
froquently coused by ancestors and cured by being washed in water

containing snoestral beads; 1t is ancestors who somelimes hold!

the woman sxperiencing difficult shildbirth. Sometimes, but fay

lesn thoy emorig the Hguni, their complalnis cause Qresms. Cux

friend, valier, goming Yo seek work In Johams gburg dresmy aiptur=

bing dreams of his dead £ather who sppearsd fe say that be wan

nesded =t homss Ho thorsupen. ratwired home snd, when he arvived,
hie mether took him to & dégtor whose bones declared thei the dead
fethoy was annoyed st nod heving been Lold sf the Jomrney %o fown

and hed 4o be appessed by the phmsa rite. Wellep's pese wak
¢learly one of fristration, He was well-educsted tuf had falled
his toacher's examination and folt doubly thwarted: he had greay
smbitions of reforming the political system ef the trive, from

whiich hig edugation had diversed him, and fn town he was dissalig-

fiad thet wofhing was open o him but the ungkilled work of hils
undugated sompatriots.
An sheestor may complain abowb the way he las been buried,

L NS A
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and 1f he has dled far frem home, may demsnd %o be Ybrought Wagk
home? 4n & ceremony in whish, besides the dedicatlion of & buask

or goaty & goat is Killed and ®aten, iis bones belng uried as

though 4% were & person. Bu% this "oringing home! lnvolving us
4% does the meking of # shrine, applies ouly to thoee dying st u
distance and d6es not resemble the 'bringing home! of the Zalu,
pmovg whom 4% §3 part of death cevemonmiml. At times the gods
complain of negledt; yet uplike the Nguni, they nevsr gomplain
of welirg hungryi nor ars the pods snid to drink the libatlen ov

sven its spiritual counterpari, but ere mersly pleased o he glven

thely dus.

Tn tue majority of cases, however, no defipiie rsason for the

¢omplaint is either given or required; aud froguontly no spsedal -

spirit 1z mentiomed. It is enough %o know that 1% is ancostors

sausing the trouble and what rite is necossary o plagute the godse

Ryon eomplalints of nsglect are usually pud poaitively: JHe gom—

plalng that you should give him (his shrine} a libetlon? (0 veladls

hore 1le fe thumila ys hwe)e It §s the prastlesl aspect of roii-

ghon that is of importance to the Lovedy, the yeal naturs of the
ancastral compleint being of litiie interest end sack vite has &
gertdain definite end., Morsover, there ig mo sush thing as ren~
%ing seours beomuse you helve dene all that is nacessapy for the
gody often the most punotitions devoteos are the people sho are
most troubled by the gods, As there is always some ancestoy whe
nan caugs tronbls 1% is best %o wall and see what ip wanted.
Further, the ancestors aye wayward; ihere is no knowing what they
may desire, Hampoull seked to he burled &t Sekhote but afier his

ot Y o et T S
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death caused sickness, seying, 'Why did you bury me in the v&ilay

in the sun (instend of in the angesiral greve)! and a black sheep.
had %o bo saovificed on his grave. Similarly Evlogwene hyothar
¢f the gqueen, who in 1934 begems a chrigtian on his deallr-bed,
withheld rain in,léﬁﬁzhaﬁaﬁsa:%hay‘had puried him in a Ghristian
comptorys Though ancestors ofien require beads to be worn hy

gortain people, to wear puch busds withont having been told %o da‘
so iz no surety ageinst complainds. The gods might thon grumble

O

that you ere desplsing them by wearing thelr beads without thelr
permisaion.

i $f ene is to judge by the means employed Yo placate semplain-:
; ing snceators, their main desires appear %o be that they should
ne remembered: they want thelr beads worn, their name raviveds.

a goat dedicated to them and called by thelr nama. In pourog a

we still heve them, Phedola' (Zhugula jonu se jei re khae'ls pajo,

i
i
i

"g 1ibation, an offisimtor mentioned, 'Hers are your di thugula (boads)
: :
i
é ieps Fhedela). Ancestors have an implacsble desirs %o asaard

i

~ their 1ife. They also like to be told things, Just as do living

.% relativen; 4hey want to know about cattle thet come and go and

journeys %o be underfeken. It mst not, however; be thought that
gteps ave taken %o somply with such desives to khdip the splrits
satisfied: peopls only %ell %he encestors of n marriege L thors

hag bean illness in the home and & man pours g Libstlon before
undertaking & journey oply if he expocts fhrouble. It is usual
nowever, to ensuré good lusk before sstiing out with khirula

bear (beer sarried io relmiives-iu-law oF frisnds) by pouring &

1i4t1e on the ground for ths spirits, Roligious rlies amopg
$he Lovedu tend, then, Yo e addreszed 0 thoese gpirits that oause

p e
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sause trouble, and in the ahsence of iliness and disaster there

may bo no rites at alle

malss

Saoped oblsctss ghrines and dedigated ol
gertsin ohjoots which wers onee in the possegsion of the .ane-a—i
stors sye used in religlous coremonisl and are thought to have ‘
special powsrs of protection and healing. These chjects consis-
ting of snclent hemds of glass or netive-worked iron or SOppar,.
nakive-wrought agsogals, hoes, axes, iron rods with spiked hoads,.

aro handed down in the family and carefully gherished, But the

Vends custom of forging special amsegais for exch angestor is vn- :}
known. Sacred objests are aalisd dithuguls, Whon dithugula ,
. are bgought out in the pregence of a young shild who hag not seen
~ Cn shem beofore, a little ash or earth is always smeared under eash

oys, lest it becone wiind. Very often when o woman 1eaves 16 be

merriod, she ls given & fow of the Family beads to take with her

Por wes when she in 1.

I1lness csuged by an sneostor can generally be oured by &

seremony knosn és hu phasa: @ mixture of water and eleusine that

O

nas heen ground is poured over peads or other thuguls objects in
the presence of the patient while a prayer tgopldingt the andeston

and asking for health, is mads. e boads are then worn by the
patient until he recovers. After bu phast on boads for anyone

he may wear them at &ny time with protectlve resulis, and smell
ehildrey genarally wear many old becds, Maseriba called hers ‘my
pospital! (gpitele sa ga) to illustrate their powers to us in Ray—
opean idiom. Pabgere says thal if ho does not wear the orocodile |
bone that was his father's, he gets 11 oy dromms much of dead ‘

paopla. 1% is assogiation with the angosiors; not anything in-

g A LT S R R T TR
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herent in these objects that gives them thelr powers, for we have |
seon Bven sn old Boer gun that had belonged to sn encestor belng

brought out as & thugvle at an offering. Yei for a charm 1o hee
1% is not esseniial that it should have basn in the possession
either of the complaining sncestor himself er his fapily. Some- : 
times the gods, through the dios, mention bealds or olhsr odjesis
pot Known in the Pamily at all., It iz then concluded that they

have been lost and steps sre takaw to progure them from someons
i else or from the quesn whe hes meny., For this purpose real old

Sotho beads or iron implsments must be obtainsd.  hen they phag

3
S
B

with such a charm, they say, 'We are replscing the lost bead {re
gpeleds pa wurugs wo). Fanily besds used in the cure of & sick

pergon are usually returnsd to their keeper on the rggovery of Bh
patient. Peoplo have great falth in the heallng powers of these .
pecred objsets. Phllip, a Chrisiian, says thers is no doubt o

| that they do cure; only, since no dead peracn gould sure the
’ living, 1% must be God working through the githugula.
Offerings may be poursd on the ground or on fhpgula sbjésts.

7
Somatimos, however, ‘the ancestors desite m shrine or a dodicated

i animals The guosn herself snd soms others heve a dedicated head ;
of gattle, mals or fomals nceording to %the spirit represented;
& fow Tamilles have a cheop vhile the majority hsve gosts.
Fowle ave neither dedicsted to, ner killad for,. the gods. But
w¢ have one Instanee of a dedicated snake, that in the Heloln
fomily, o which im 1939, &t their burial grounds in the depihs
L of the forest libautlons were offsred when the yyall initiation
r for girls began in that disirict; the concapbion &5 wholly alien
to the Lowedu, though the Nolels heve so long besn binked with,

az to be indistinguishable ifrom, khem; and the snoke, sald to

B etad e e
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whisile, is described ss like that droadad monsier, %he‘fm@uhtaini }>
snake’; which is often thought of as a mambs but strikes ierror :
15%e the omen it is. The use of these different snimals 18 tra- .
gitional in, and bears no relation to ihe weelth of, the famlles ;
gonsernod; somd have a dedisated animal, others mersly a 5htimag2”
while many have both. The dedicated animal receives the neme #f

sn ancesbor, Tather or grandfather in the cosge of the head of a

., 1ineags, or of any complaining spirit that hes demended suoh

] , ~ :

e thugula (as seen in the Qice); and it is believed that bis spirl
(moya) has entered Snte it. Some dedicated animels are eredited o
with sbnormal powers; HMamujajl's aglistion one day while belng

g driven to the dip correcily presgged unpleasantness with the dip-
15?;;   v ? inspector; Malegudu is the fiercest bull in the land 1ike the ;
0 = warrior whom he répresents. Though some pacple uncersmenicusly
pour beer offerings down the throat of dedicated animals, it is
ganerally claimed that unlike erdinary snimals they rsadlly drinmk i

heer. DBut in fact a good deal of coaxing is generally nesusssyry

I’ and often mealld leaves are placed over the besr. IB 1958 when

Tonsd?

Malegudu, called from the herd to drink the harvest boery rgm&iﬁai¥‘
immoveble, evaryonse was afraid %o approach himj put it was gom—- = o ,,’_ A_“jLWv{} ;3

aidered sufficisnt %o throw the beey over nim from a dlghkance 80

that by dicking himself he might parieke of the offering. De=
diested animels never pass as marriage cattle and oan viever ba
sold, but it sometimes happene that they ave sdized by the Bur-
opean authorities in execution of & debt. When a dedicated
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animsl grows old it is killed and replaced by snother as there
is @ feoling the’ it should not die a natursl desih, but we know
of many Gases in which such snimels have died. Didi lost two

dedicuted beasts in mugcession. When the first dled, it was

sald 4he spirfif did wot liwe the officiator who had ‘plaged? him, :

56 ihe next was 'placed’ by someone clse. Bub when it, oo, died

pidi descided merely %o keep & horn of the dead beast as his fhugu~

1s.
Shrines, which are to be found generally on the lafi-hand
side of the entrance to the sleeping hut of the shief wife, vary

in appeerance and comtents. A shrine may gonsipgt of a small

mound of earth containing the bones of a sacrificlal goa®, it may

ve @ sacred plank or tres, usually,gigiggana_gﬁggaxis viliosa)

or_ledme (Haemauthus sp.) and myhabu (Fhous gaponsis)) it may bo

& black river stons; a long stick of khirale or oven a plece of

& sorbtain kind of antheap (khithomi). The quesnts own shrine is

s mound under which are buried the hones of a gost slaugntersd

gome twonty years agoe when 1% was get up. HMashlishimsll's ghrine -

coukaing ne bones but consists of & $itigwane 1ily and a river

stone, both visible above ground. Ramatitl has three shrines aa&}
ons dedicsted goat, all of which bave arisen out of i1iness caused
by ancestral complaints. Of the first, the shrine of his father, .

nothing is visible above ground; 1% conzists of a buried plece
of antheap (used instead of 3 gozt bscause Ramekiti, o not the
chisf son who should have the dsdicated animal)} and & black riyesd
sions which keeps the spirit cool and appeased (Lying down}y B8
well as thres plant substunses, mufers, L2000 (alipidia gp.?)
and wulevaia, whieh ars plased in most shrinss to meke the ancos—

L
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tors Torget!. 'The second shrine, for his nother, consisis of &
mourd . ﬁfiginally thoy dediceted a live, female goat t¢ his | :
mother, killing anether for her shripe; laler when the dodicatsd
gout died, its bones, too were puried in the shrine. The third |
shrine represents hls motheris brother, who iz alse his wifels

fathar (since he marrisd his cross-gousin}j it eontains the bones - 5 
and head of a slaughtersd goate To the mother!s brother is de- |
digated slso a goal, which is silll alive.

nerigtous officintors. i
The officistor im all important religlous rites the the kb mﬂgﬂi

the Pather's olusst sisfer or if she be desd, hey niece, ithe elﬁas.

¢hild of her brother. A sister has a very spegial position in

Lovsdu social life. Noi only is the eldest gipter the prieat@ss‘

iy the femily, but the sister whose cattle have made a man's mar—

riage pessible has a great deal of influence in his housshold,.

with power even %o ceouse illness if ghe has & complaining heart.

on the damth of the father,too, 1% ts the oldest sister who, to-
S gether with 4he father's brother, if he be alive, dlvides out the

inheritancs, and,; at the only inmstallation of a district head that
we wera able %o wiiness, the emblems of office wore handed over

%o the young hegr!s sister for him though he was already in his

twenties. But men may also perform religlous gergmonies; 4T
for exampls, the father's slsier is too old to walk a long ﬂistan§
o 40 perform a ceremony, she may send her sof %o do it on her ba-

E is  f$ half. Morsover, aspecimlly in iibations to curs illness a man
may be pointed out by the bones 4o officiate., But for the
srmal hervest offering it is the khadi who ghould officiate and

wo have on such ocsasions neysy seed a man pouring the boer
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though we haye heard that 1% may happen.

Libations. _
In the sciusl working religion of the Lovedu the commonest

and most conspicuous rite is hu phasae consigting of & prayer

and %he pouring on to the earth or on some ghugule objost of a

mizturs of ground, sprouted grain and water, a mixture ¢olloquill
referred 4o ns malazys leselo (the vinger ef the winnowing baskeﬁﬁ
in ease of iliness this is dons in the presence uguaslly of the

if{ ? - sicit persen,and where beads have been phega’d on they may be
4iod pound the neck of ths pationt wita the words, 'Give her
toalth?, HMors rarely hu_phasz is merely spiiting out water in
the sourtyard to the accompaniment of such prayer. There is ne

formulated distinction in principle betwsen the itwo forms; the

Lovedu say that the dice decide which is %o be used., e found
water sguirted: in illness caused by complaints of the livingj}
in some ccses of difficult birth; where in the initlation of &

posse~ged woman the spiflt was begged to manifest ltself; and in

’ one exceptional instmnoe of squirting water on the face of &
] = gorpse addressod in prayey before it was burled (usually the ;-
; corpss is merely addressed when the graina are put in the grave). |
: The efficucy of hu ghasa,ﬁhich is aiso used megleally o rander
witchereft insffeotual, appears to lie in 4its Yoouling' effect.
Hu phasa 4s performed in connection with a large numper of ¢agem -
, _ ; of {linese and bad luck and is the recogniged approach iﬁ‘&ﬁﬁing. ’
' ;,' 5 for blegsings on s journsy or an undsrisiking. (Hardly & woek
t passsa without someone in the nelighbourhood having e chasa and
‘2 goverally the prayer in thess casts takes the form of & 'scoldlug
? 453} rbhanag’in shich the spirits are agked why they are causkiig
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{liness snd $old to be satisfied. Oue does not ghasas without

also using eharms in the mixbure to meke the spirits forget and

the officlator mey be male or femsle, whomsoever the dice have

indigcated. Rites of thankogiving, except for the customary
harvest beor, are aimént upknown. We ¢ame upon such a 1% only
onee when the bachelor brother of M¥adinjl returmed homs after an
atigsnce in town of thirty ysars and she performed hu vhoss, in
the presence of the family, saying, ‘'Spirits of Hempouli, this
is one of your fowls. Jo thought he was lostj now he iz bagk .
¥eep hiR as you have kept the resgt of us, If he pgoes away, let
him soop remember and long for his home.' Thers als no r’aligiws’l
pites connected with birth, initiation or death, although before
ciroumcision and before the yyali girls! initiatlon it is necess— :
ary for the dis riect head helding the coromony te let the anses—
tors know and oblain their blessings.

The only regular offering is the ermusl Barvest besr given
to dedieoated animals and shrines , though even thls may be neg-
jestod. 'The villimge may be moved without the shrine, oF the
dedicoted animsl die without being replaced. We ocurselves wki-
pesssd the setting up of & shripe snd gedicatod shetp sfter '
swonty yesrs neglect in the chisf house of Sedapa. The harvest
sffering is much more formal than ordinary rites of hu phasaj it
may tske plauce any Hime betweon July and Hovember, Tor there is Lk
ners wo ruls that the queen should teke precedence.  The offi~
siator is, where possibls, a woman, %he khadi, who is speclally
cmlisd %o come and real besr, colled guphaba snd mads of eleusinpe,
iz prepared for the osrémony. £ pleugine is poit avallabhe, red .
kaffiy corn (makhahal may be wsed butl no ¢ther grain is sccepitable
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