
aMft&WRt &*'%*& &&& wABt to RaVf* t%s Btdk-foaa la tM kltobon Wt L 
#h*f* ids* #vaHlng %#al &* ae#k*a,ana i t  %a g en era lly  Ami w ith «#*&  i 

aW igkdLa. Af peoyl*. A p*tl#x& sqAiring fmn * tad sough le  glv*A # 
of #&a4 to wp# Sate* I f  at a ll poaaltle, a patiaot #o#a 

aqtald# t*  yeliava blma*3# and *e have **#a people *itb it high 
p#f*tofa atmggltns to go eat la the wind an* rain; hat i f  he 1# too 
*%*& to *al&* a  brakea p e t  i*  providad ae a  ew»e#*» TFtfgr a ls k  

people are glvan aoft porridge without moat or reilab. and groat paWa 
era alaaya to&en to pereaade patloata to eat teat they lea* atfoagth 

and waste away.
# »  'treatm ent In  d laeaeoa  # # .  ## amali-po% f m aadlee and #blek#n*  

pox* whldii one g e n e ra lly  g e t s  onoe only* i s  p e e q lia r  and shows ho*  

ifa&B-)* and pronedoree qsed  in  o th er  epb&feB o f  o q itn re  may become 

W orw evoxi w ith  m edical p r a c t ic e s , The i l ln e s s  la  d e a lt  w ith  # #  i f  

i t  **r# *  sta g #  iia l i f #  i lk #  pu berty o r  olrenm oiaion* When tb #  f l r t f  

symptom# appear* th e  p a tie n t I s  1 so la ta d  and * s t ic k  * p la ced  a cro ss  

th o  dloorway (Of th e  boat # # a rn s paopl# o f f .  g o t  o n ly  m i l  m oridl 

aggravate tb o  i l l* * s *  I f  th e  p a tie n t comes In to  q on taot w ith  certm in  

poepl** h o t i t  i s  reoogB iaed th a t t #  ilin o # #  in  oontaglooa* W *  

th e  th ir d  day when th e  paab Tex' op ete appear th ey  have each  day to  b# 

scraped  w ith  bark o f  th e  m ntsers (B r ld e lla  sp,)^ which bo# &*#% by*#,#** 

and l # f t  in  w ater* th e o b je c t  b ein g  to  can se a l l  th e  m atter in  th e  

sp o t*  o r  p o o W o o  to  dome o # t and pravant tb *  poet*&*@ from g o in g  

a # ep ly  in to  # *  ondegerm in tit**; le a v in g  pods marks nnd 9#*ro . # *

p r o # #  its sa id  to  he very  p a in fu l#  W#*b b lood  a lso  coming co t*  bu t 

I t  i s  in  k*op ing w ith  th e  g en era l m ed ical p r a c tlo #  o f  c lea n in g  o u t 

#0.1 m a tter  d a lly  from fo s te r in g  a cr# * , # #  *A lrt* 1* M rlo *  * t  # *



3b# 1* sos&iBB** W iy  t i l l  tb*m= 1* ** **#
*&&%* m # # P ;  # * #  <8** p*tf@Rt &* a#*r*a with re@ * * # *  #a* %*&
( la  %i* ,**,** way a* an In itia te ) *a* «&]**** #  com# **t %#
1# *tl%l m  @af eot , lb# t# a # * 8 t 1* aalWL jg3Ljg&B&*w/*&s#

# * f  #&%# t b m a #  t&» # m ;w ) W o n  initiation* i t  1* * f  W #**t
tb #  &*#*#* fagaf#  # #  #*#Lf *t&8#* n a t l l  tb*  fo m a tlo n  o f  #*#&# 

a s  tb *  ae&p o o n tog lon s la  fa c t*  tWL# 1 #  tb *  # e * t oontagiona

p#yi*d, b a t  tk& oontaglon gcua&l#*#* f a r  * **ob laae**' tlm#* # W # @
&* don* lay the &*#>** #sf the pqrifloatlon ef the Isolation bolt

#biBb m#t b* a soar** # f gf#at iafeattoh*
Matas# ##& hosllng are In the la s t rssort #n*w#ots& #ltb th# 

gn a fd la n sh ip  o f  tb *  aaaasto f**  I f th e y  are aaaayed *a@ **&*% t h # lf  

v lg lla m # *  th e ir  4»se,n & m ts may bo readered aum ooptibla to  &le**a**

or Bsaioinea used osmot have tw in  m u  effsst* ammeter#*
a* n*t merely nerd oar disease or assist Its <mr*j ^  *&*» ***** " 

ly  ***** lllnoso. The crying a ll (lay of a ^by may he da* to W  
sp irit of a grandfather pinching i t  in ofdar that i t  la* *1#** &**
B*m*; som ayes in ohildren am often* and in aanlts ewstlm*** 
attributed to anoastom. Samatl*** they sols* the *%*&* **dy 4? * 

p o ^ n  baoaeso they * id i to ' y * ^ '  * * , *«* ^ ^ * * *  ^  
birth may b* la id  at their door* 3&%ip'* mot&ar *** ehH#**** &* 
sMiAmn *11 dying in l̂ mMqr t i n  It *** M**ov*rca that Mr

,a* *o*i&*Wag» it S**t *** tKWad a t tM gra# of t%* ***- 
S&aWnG an***t*r» the meat Wing eatan *ltb**t w&t **& the bo*** 
b *fl*A  in  th e  g ra v e , and a l ib a t io n  o f  boor s o .  poured. % W *a*t*r 

* **a *&* b*m# h* 1W # end ***  *P, hi* **%%*?'* *&? *^14, W  
***#sto?s mvor cam** death* oven i f  at fir s t am lllM ** 1* aal* t*



W I t  le  to  *&%$&##« :
* f H v W  ra lg tlv ^ g * . Q e^o lB lly  ear th e  # % * ?* #

**y a te *  a*#*# %#**#*« %&*** *** @ m *a BS&SS&f
Bp fa r  law# m oot tmpw%#at * f  #&i #wa@ * * f  w ##*#*;

1* # *  W& wo# #  *8* eeroem#* o*f**ta #*&
# *  ekwwtefiatW  of #*?***? as* **# b* esotr*#*** is  

# *  * # * ?  S e t  AKp d ise a se  may be s*o**4 by w lteW rafk  a s*

w&t#*** aay 4&V*6]L th###& ir*a 4 f  # *  op p ortu n ity  s ffo r o *  by any 

aHaw lllaeaa ike ester and aggravate It* Dlagsogis depends on taw* 
# 9Wae o f  the lllD ess. Dysontary Is regarded as doe to natoral 
taBBee; bat# aWel* It set respond to traatmst or abet*!* 19%# 
p a tie n t saspefet an enemy# a w itch  w il l  be Im p licate** Daring th e  

193# amall-pox epidemic the head of at district which was more hardly 
bit tbas Its nelghbowrsf sailed a meeting of realdaata* **# &*- 
Olared, *3 mallpe% k ill*  people hero; they meroly gat m  *%* 
oovar s&aedbara, There la a aitch 1# our m&dst** Bonsy *as 
colleotesi #, th ree men sent to a diviner and, in  tho end* twfO woman 

*er# accused*
p itn a l defilement and aex re la tio n s  In certa in  olmmata####

%@ * epeal$&l#ed eawee of dieeaso have already boo# aiaoaeaed*
3%ar* I s*  however* another o a sse  a p e e la l t o  p r im itiv e  peop le*#  

namely* vengeance magic * I f  sonaecne has stolen anything belonging 

t o  yea  i t  1#  p o s s ib le  to  0*11 la  a d octor to  j g g ^ tb e  th ie f *  by 

w orking w ith  m eaioln* on th e  sp o t whence th e good* &*** b**G atateB *  

* lW a  *  S h ort tim e th e  f in g e r  o f  th e  t h ie f  b eg in s  to  I ta b ; oo 

bs& do## # 1 *  become th a t  lie  h a s no r e sp ite  and may even l a  da#"* 

p s r s t lo n  p o t i t  in to  t i e  f i r e ,  a o th ln g  w il l  s a fe  18*** so re  ' t i l l



r n
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j&M&wr @f tk* good** taK&#g ae#a a # # #  
* # # #  *R& # f  #P@*s* lig & ie  I t  #&& # * # #

foWke&aY aver tk# finger* A woman *&# aw# to *# 
fo r  trea t* # * #  ha# #  v a ry  sw o llen  w p lst and hand end what look ed  

I lk #  i* * # t  down th e  le n g th  o f  M y  l l t t l *  f in g e r , ahe sa id  &t had 

h#an &#*##& hy * thom hot ether* #ald *h# had b#en daba'd and awet 
have worthing.

Ilk 1* b e lie v e d  to  be p o ee ib l*  so  to  dohs one** e a t t l#  end g o a ts  

th a t  I f  one 1* s to le n  and k i l le d  i t  w i l l  h le a t  la  th e stomaeh o f  

Kpyan# e a tin g  th e  mset^'Mms p fo a ie ja in g  h is  w i l t .  An W #% *etlng  

4%*%*# o f  aampt&slon n e& rosls in  whloh suoh b le a tin g  a o tn a iiy  took  

%&&## aame to  our n o tlo o .  A young man othorw leo normal w eald f o r  

d ays a t  a  tim e a@&s sounds w ith  h i s  mouth l ik e  th e  b le a tin g  o f  a  

gset. Bveryen* (Dir eenrse said he me# e terrible th ief and ^finished 
#e@#L#*a g en ts*  L a ter  tie gave up th e  b lo a tin g  and would ntt& r b is  

a la t e r t s  a#*#* Z&goma* in o k in g  ap t o  th e  aky ass h e  d id  so in  th e  

same way a s  be had ppov&ously b le a t  ad .

I t  m ust n o t be im agined th a t th e  lovadu dip n o t r sa o g n lse  a  

ta r g e  Buaber o f d is e a se s  a s  n a tu r a l, h say  i l ln e s s e s  tjtia t oaae* ,  

9#ah *r*  a l l  m iner a ilm en ts  lik #  coughs# e o ld s*  stomaab d iso r d e r s , 

and s in e  o th er  nor# sa p ie n s  d ls s a s e s  I lk #  d ysen tery  and m aiaris*  

M alaria 1# s ta te d  to' r e s u lt  from d rin k in g  m um ia o ld e r  down In  1 

v a lle y s  (from  whloh one g e n e r a lly  re tu rn s home a f t e r  dark)#, 

w a to m elo n e  o r  d r lm in g  w ater if* th e  V a lle y s  o r  w alking in  tb s  dew 

in  th e  a m i e a r ly  m orning a ir#  a l l  * f  w hlsh a re  1** fo o t  l ia h t #  to  

b rin g  on an a tta o k  to  yeop&e su ffe r in g  from ohronio m alaria^  a s  do 

#80 o f  th e  p#p#L@tie#+ 9%# id## th a t  a* 4b* #esp#B*i%L# l a

w ith  # o m * »  W #r -la, known ,$p ,hffpf#;

'  - L .  '
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Mswy kln&& of ap#*Bw8&1w* &w*d@ 4lanrW@a*
a f  saaeiaa* eoea&e are tbaegkt to  W Wo@dbt

&y o m ia  (& *18#  b** a***)* I t  la  a & l* W

at*p8 Nay %* W *  So t%* apl&w&a by eprlnKLW the) inswt**
e f  tb #  # 1 1  age & m aa& ly suoh * p i# W o  ' j s e t  *a#B *  %at oa  oooaaloa

OB# b#ar* th a t a w i t#  twee fBeat* Ids* *1*4 , AzwootOfB* too* are 
tho**& t to  * # r e l* *  eom* a o a tr o liiB e  la a a e a a e  *v*r **1*4*; &* m ost 

li%atlo*8 they am  eekad* rpravemt fo r  *s tbooo wtndo** th a t  &**,a* 
** Blf&t pbfooo ilt In our prayers, guard us from dlseago^ D&eeae## 
are mover #%a#*lfl#4 a# mmtwal or *o***atoral ooiely aooordlBg to  
tliftif1' ft&ttire or symptoms» Any natu ra l illn ess  may el so be fsent? 
*8*1 though natural 4$st& As reoognlssd as possible, in  praatie* 

tw e e  oleaoly effeotea always a ttr ib u te  daatk t*  m ttaw raft 3f  M r-  

e#ry$ tboagh outaiaers may give other raasone, Of the W fty  
luoluAing these of a number of *14 people * that eame ike our *otW  
none* b**ev&r* **f* thought to b* natural.

O a*ta#i@ usneee (an fed@ la) e f  c e r ta in  d is e a se s  aaoh ate ?#**%%«& 

d iaaaso*  lep ro sy *  p o o p in g  eough, m eaSlas# i s  reeogn ised  and I t  i s  

known th a t  eon sum ption may be tra n sm itted  by parsntu  to  t h e ir  o h i l -  

4r*n* a s  one o f  i t s  nem os, le h o ta ia  l a  t o t a ^ m l ^  (oongh o f  W  

fa m ily  fa th e r )  a lg n if is e *  % ** anyone d ie s  o f  oonaum ption,.peopii 

a l# lk e  u sin g  h is  o io th e s  f o r  fe a r  o f  o o n tra o tin g  th e  d lse& se.

But there Is  no idea tha t corstaots l ik e  drinking from the sen® bup
*@ th e  o ffo o to d  person oould oaws* th *  d isea se*  emoept m  th e  e a se  

o f  lep ro sy *  end no preoan tlon a ere  tak en  to  p reven t them* 3h* 

moon* l ik e  o o r ts in  k in d s o f  r itu a l d e fiim e n t*  i s  th su gh t to  mggre^ 

y»t# eertal* kinds #f dtsaw^* aplleptls fitsmmioh w* demon in
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Elsa da o f  Da&torg*

There o f  #o#pe#% b* a body o f  p ro fessional m*a *ad woa 

@8 t r a ln e a  in  a%& p ra e tls ln g  th e  a r t  ana aeleae* o f  m edicine, 

b u t  b es id es  th ese  th e re  are many who have an ex tensive ImOeiOdg*

o f hoipe rem edies. This i s  no t unexpected in  a  so c ie ty  in  %blcb 

ord inary  M ortals l iv e  c lo se  to* and know a g re a t deal about*.na- 

t e r * ,  Bveryone la  fa m ilia r  w ith p lan ts  and th e i r  p ro p e rtie s  

which i s  one of th e  bases of pharmacology, with tbs meagre oonosp- 

t lo n s  o f anatomy and physio log ical re la tio n s  and mn&b o f  the 

I n t r ic a te  system o f  can s a t  ion. of disease* But th e re  a re  a lso  

many men and women who know some sp ec ia l medicines o r types Of 

tr**tmeKt+ in h e rite d  q su a lly  f ro *  fa th e r  mother Or spaas*, *8& 

B tp t secre t*  n o t bogsase the  knowledge I s  & searoe o f  m ate ria l 

b en e fit*  f o r  th e  rem edies ero q sa a iiy  given free *  ba t beom ss i t  

le n d s  reco g n itio n  and p res tig e*  M^&utho, d esp ite  A l  oar e ffo rt#  

divulged her medicine fo r  Inflamed ayes only a s  a  p a rtin g  g if t*  

T his unw illingness t o  impart medioai knowledge i s  eeeeptad and 

w all understood; as vu^aRa vya ha* ( i t  i s  b i s  deoterbeud), tB&y 

say* B ad ln ji t r e a t s  sp ra in s  and f ra c tu re s )  Kbieba sp e c ia lis e s  

IB mutual In o cu la tio n  o f  th e  newly-vad; %hsbsnt_baews fo o ts  fo r  

dysen tery  and Bagambi t r e a ts  c a t t l e  d iseases*  these a re  herb** 

l i s t s ,  no t doc to rs; b u t some b e rb d lle ta  of* s* well-known fo r  

th e  e ff ic a c y  o f  a  medicine they  bare  th a t  even d iv in e rs  send



thaae y#m#41*a, b#mev#f Wpeft&nt* 46*# not 
#** & dooter (9*&a)f TKbait appellation 1* a*##?*#* 6*&ir 4*) 

Wtl*&*4 bom-^hrowars ana the#* herbailste *ba b#v# **bi*v#4 
#****& r**6#l#*B w  4 iap*n##fe of many medloinaa *84 treaWnta 
*p #b# <8*** sa<& d&fflealt diseases aa epllaptlQ f i t s ,  m*WL**a 
%lf$f tbaogh *o WMMtWrowr la* feeogBlae* a* a #*8*: *&* i* * 
good mia-#lfa* oares a mmter oar children's ailae&ta an* axpartly 
*&*%d* a blood-lettlag e* l, BOt & barbali*t,_ev*H #  6*11*4 
aaK8. fSBaina yaea-tdbatm* a doctor wlthoat bam:# ,
M*a*** M does not dlvW ; be can presar&b* f*r reoognWd
a#«*s**t but he cannot diagnose 1* other case* far abldb the 
aiYWng 4*4* we weoesaary. %fo* W  2*1** #**  ba^ar*
l is t  diagnoses and p?es*rib*e *14** w  or less aclontlfl* like**; 
t* the native be 1** a novloe, unable to dad *lth wits*** @f the 
**y* **ri*UB diaeae**. I t 1# *f Interest t* Bute that tb*r* **
& d la t in e t  sep a ra tio n  o f  m edlolne and surgery* 0** th e  whole i t  

i g  th *  h e r b a lis t  a*;* u n in it ia te d  who do v o ln -u u ttln g  and blood*' 

letting; and d iv in e r # , even In  s c a r if ic a t io n  usually req u ire  

* * *  u n in it ia te d  person  o r  member o f  th e  fa m ily  to  * * »  th e  o u t* .

*b# distinctive hharaoterlstlo of the doctor ultb (power* 
i* that he 1* a diviner. That must necessarily be so la * *6*1*1# 
In VblOb pathology 1# the Wane* of diseases, the nature as* 
emae* oif which l ie  so largely is  magloo^,ltcboraft conceptions. 
Spaulal tecbMQUes are called for 1» pi*** #  "tuat ** $*11 =
mdL* #44 bddsi# *«*»*'. Tb* dlvwr** fbnatl** 1", *******
**** than that* be m et W called in about the detail* *f *?*#



fW g W s e#  aiGOovar the wiabaa of tw  maoaatopa* be
Aeo&aae #b#x#$ la ef@*y to avoid the danger of the altoh, #V*ry 
#11$** moat be built) ho.m&bee the ait$h-proof f*n@#,

@**&&ea th e  bon$-tbr**ar* to  *hom ** s h e ll  r e fe r  $# d oetor  

##*  who 1* o o n sa lted  elk e v er y  t o m , th ere  are ten  o th er  e la ea eg  

o f  d W a e r *  th e  l* lo %  d o cto r  end th *  n«r$i»&  hotb  fo r e ig n  I n tr o -  

A aotioas AM* th e  e as t*  %n# le la n o  dootor In  a a a a lijr  4% t f lb * * -  

naa* th e  a lw y s  at %angenaHB*ngn p refera b ly  l iv in g  oatatd *

VbilovedB* The iBpheres o f  th e se  s i  e s s e s  o f  d iv in er  are d iffe r e n t * 

# *  d o sto r  h e a ls  d ise a se  and I s  th e  f s n e r e l m ed leel p r s s t lt lo n e r  

I n  th e  w ide lo v ed *  S e n *  3 th e  lel^ P A  d o sto r , alm ost alw ays $ 

woman* in i t ia t e s  p e * # *  1#%* th e  o * lt  o f  p o sse ss io n  by s p ir it s  

and o fte n  1# a ls o  at g en era l p m o tit io n e r , d iv in in g  w ith  h em s  

$nd h e a lin g  d is e a s e , e s p e o la lly  barren ness and a ilm en t a o f  s h ll '-  

@r@Bi @0 * 3  th e  muAome la  th e  fo r e n s ic  p h ysician * th e f in a l  # o*rt 

o f  app*#. in  o a se s  oar w ito h o ra ft and som etim es sed n otlon  W  th e f t  

wbiob f e l l  beyond th e  powers o f ord inary  o o o rte  o f  1$** I f  be 
i s  famous, be keeps no m edicine*, though otherw ise h# combines 

am elllng-out o f th e  g u ilty  w ith a general p ra c t ic e ,

ooth  moKome and ie i?p o  doctor claim  d i r e s t  in sp ira tio n  fro *  the 

ancesto rs*  bu t th e  docto r read* h is  bones by p u le .
Beery mogam* has bis sbrlne* bsualiy at the foot *f SJS&EG1& 

‘If#© (S#l#m*$rApa saffra) where he prays for help and lays every- 
be ped*iv*S a* payment; i f  you pay him a shilling be w ill **?*? 
gat It awey Wfom having laid  i t  with a fa* genera** ?&*(&** *? 
# # f f  on the ahp&n* and tolling the ancestors *&** ** sapned* 
I f  h* uses s goat Its horns decorate the tr**, *&» &*la2& doctor



Wbo works #&@B 2#*9eay*d by h e r  m pipit *% n n# t *e* *

*#&% In <#%#& without fir st hsvlng set aside amall pi$e*e <8? tW 
Beat for the *p*#t& (* ourious ease of a spirit efferlpg t@ *#&» 
rite* for #& 1# peeseesaa &t th* time)) la the *#*# * f th# 
he«#4Weeer* bosover, the oeaneation with the amae&ere l e a #  
heap# *e aireft* When shout to divine he dees not #*& the an- 

for help hut hids the hones 'te ll Ilia trhly*. 
s# #  ##@#a hsvo i& abriaei apotenii* la  * lohs a#*% el? 

Ih ira la .  eh  wMoh he hesigs h i s  se S le ln e  hags and plaoe# ham# Of 

goats named in h is prcfeaslon; Magwela when divining **** a#&@ 
hi* @l&#hte ((%rWl#ne ehe had adkad for madleln* only* hot h*R#$ 
for a d blllW  *3ast to sums my @eda** but aaay* like Kbldlma 
Beyer pray and have no shrine. Tot in tae long run th* spirits 
oontrol the suocoss of dostore just as they do most undertakings. 
A fter Sagseia  bad f in ish ed  h is  t r a in in g ,-h is  father poured a 

libation asking the god* to make him successful in hi* profession., 
and once when a doctor whose clientele bad fallen #ff considerably 
*ek*d * friend to divine the cause, be **# told that bla sister  
*s$ to pour a libation on beads belonging to b is mother's aide of 
th e  family (from whom he bad inherited M s profession) as well 
%n bum some luck medicine (leskwaba).
Training ef doctor and diviner,

A* i t  1* d ifficu lt tc  persuade outsiders to par* *itb tbe&f 
kneidL*#** the profession of doctor* in theory op*"* te dll# &# 
practice more often than act handed down ir, the family from father 
to con or daughter, maternal uncle to nephew* husband to wife or 
*y#n wife to husband, Interest and inclination determine who 
» «  PW « "IM  y i  t o  . t t o r t  . CUM

L
\

L J

-Ci. JB3K»JfiWtlCgllMHIH4!WWiaiAîraUŜ £̂(



### th e  #kO, from b&a teybood* Baed to  aQOoapaoy h la

m adlelnss and $aM y &eqwir@& & good %no*ledg* 

h «A #  and %#»&****%#; 1# apo teal**  fam ily  #11 # * * #  @@a* 
b a #  basABA dootofa* To &#q&lr* a working knowledge o f t%e 

%o#*6* w ltb  ab lab  paopta a re  g en era lly  fa m llle r  to  a  sm all @*t*nt 

&ay W *  on ly  * fW  maatba* *wt I t  i a  naeieee  knoaiedga nni*#a 

#8e )#8B ed& #n#* *&d eaparlonoe e&loh may take year* to  a e q a ire . 

A # i t i 0 9 * dootors spend th e i r  l iv e *  gain ing  these perqoleitea&  

hwying from  one* begging from another# ooiieagqe; many tra v e l 

from t r ib e  to  t r ib e  o r go p e rio d ic a lly  to  Johannaaburg wuara 

goo# money la  to  be made.
There are many specialists: Ramayulana* like his father

before him, is  a noted rain-maker; Sambya is  a master of mĝ abi 
by Vhloh ha changes people Into animals Of hangs organs of the 
ylotim of his vengeance magic on pegs in the hot; Mashso makes 
the fence of the w a ll lodge witoh-proof; Ratbavala strengthens 
th* queen for office; hulehye 'doctors' the boys? circumcision 
lodge. A doctor who has not inherited, cannot easily acquire # 
snob specialised knowledge: the price Is high and the secrets 
not easily given sway* Th* greatest doctors are said te has

remains la  their meat potent medicines* and to satisfy this 
need th#f# are Mlctveawo. murderers who waylay and k ill people 
#t night* During our stay people* even at public g#thcringm* 
discussed and warned against the activ ities end haunts Of thee# 
murderers. That they constitute a real menace to safety is  
shown by tht murders that do at times occur* when i t  i s  u su a lly  

almost impossible for libs administration to find the culprit*



D f 3& ##;a am# aSgbt mam* b@a* vary  drmok *a@ #**& mmadLBg

a&##*y#f*d of be? exoised, 3b# eeoaeea her bn#*-
b&o@ in tb* *QB?t Of the bee* o f the Olstriot (where w* s&ee 
heppemeo to be atayimg at the t&%@) and, tboagb be WieO Sb* 
orW # he pal* tb* fine, erne beast *mO @a@ Oonkey to M* wife** 
people ana one goat for the eoart,

A good aeetor, Halaaa* aa ie  most oommon, be grew# Op la  tb* 
pfofWWom# omOergoes a long period o f ad boo training, o f  ;walk­
ing with dootore, Maderabsnl, who hoped by beaming a 
aoster to  aay* b le family the expanse of oonotantly balling lit 
medical aid* began by (going aboat with dootors he knew* from t W  
to time psfsimding them to  sbbw blia a few mediclnoe; ha pat M s 
knowledge to amMoessfni nao la Ms family and start** ballasting 
a s i t  of bones * baying th ose  he could not pi ok np him self« 
Gradually h i ticqulrsti the elements of divining* finishing up b is  

training at tbs f e e t  of it sb@ngaaa-#onga mugami.
Taltloa in divining teaohes one the various comblnetions of 

th* really to *kno** the bone* <>0# mbst dribk tbalf @owp

la it *efenemy called fewk&ag the bomee*. 1% in %& o%&y ***kia* 

th e  did® undergo, so I t  i s  taboo to  use bones th a t have been 

ceoked e# feed* this cooking completes a diviner's training end 

I t  n o t only e re  a te  s a bond between die# and d iv iner but g ives him 

insight sso what is obaouro to others, There 1* nothing to 

prevent a mas from p ra c tis in g  len s  before he hae completed Ms 

trwiat**. Anybody who Maims to know a curs *r throw the dice 

* 1 1 1 Mways find people willing to bo helped and 1* said aom# 

doctors gain G*p#f**ace in far-away tribes bafere complatihg their



oyer t&elp master half e f *bat they ###*
The #eremo#y of Rooking the ho**** /arles from Aootor ts

#@@ter Imt s#%«Aste la maaeBO* of th#** mala f*#tar*s. Afst&y 

a yooag oookorel or* acaordlng to oitwr on atom, a goat Is 

its flash la oooksd with the @lo# of the novitiate *a@ its broth

frank, hy Mm., T m  oook quiokens the peroeptlon of both bones

aB& AlVlaor* for 1$ heralds the dawn before ms* perooivos its 

approach* SooOndly, the noetoe la given medioine (by inoculation 

or as * drink) containing inter alia, the heart sad nose of the 

vultsre or slid dog so that ha may sense things from afar* and 

thirdly the bones are buried overnight at the orcas-roade where 

many people walk, to become assoc ia ted  with people In general and 

‘to  gather th e  m ws$,

Bagwole* whose own father felt too old to nndertake hi a son** 

initiation himself* went to a friend skilled In this treatment 

and was told to bring with him a fowl and the heart and Boa* of 

the wild dog and vulture, E* bad difficulty in finding the 

latter so the doctor instructed him to leavetbam out as be had 

himself already acquired these medicines* On bis arrival̂ the 

fowl* & young cockerel just beginning to cfow (a young hen just 

beginning to lay would also do) was killed and pot with his dice 

la a pot to cook, the heart and an organ Called khlkwakwe of 

the fowl wore then miked with some powder containing the heart 

and nose of the vulture end wild dog end given him to  eat (Hpotenl 

wan made t* eat this meat off the end of a stick so a* act to 

touch it with bis band#}* *b*n tb* bones and meat bad cooked 

t@f cam* ttmo* **gwal* baa to drink the gravy a* that b# might 

*ka#w the boD@s%



Blg&S She buried, a t  th e  oroee-roada e i t h w t

B*dleiue$ to  (ga ther th e  words o f  people '  (hu %<%** swcpego) #

%*#ly h ea t morulng th e  doctor and Mageale went to  unearth  th e  

boneet t e h W  out two mala hones o f  the s e t  (to  rep re se n t the%- 

##&***) hu t leav ing  th e  y # a t. Beer had beau made to  a t t r a c t  

people to  the  t i l la g e *  when a woman passed over th e  bones a 

fe a a le  hone would ho taken o u t, when a o h lld  passed one represen­

t in g  a  c h ild  would he taken and eo on, w ithout any re fe rence  to  

t h e i r  to tem s. Thoe* bones in  th e  sa t whloh do no t go In  paira# 

auoh as th e  phalanx o f  th e  l io n  o r the malohe may he taken out 

a t  any tim e.
At about midday when th i s  process had been completed, the 

die* were plaoed #l*h b ru ised  ro o ts  and beer in  a  f l a t ,  wooden 

h a u l,  y i r s t  the  debtor h im self drank a  l i t t l e  (aooordlng to  

e t iq u e t t e ,  as jit was boo r), next h i s  oolleague who was p resen t 

drahk and l a s t l y  Magwale sipped some (if th e  m ixture without touok 

ing  th e  bowl, Now to  give him ooafidenoa he was mads to  stand 

a l i t t l e  way o f f  and asked to  guess In  what p o s itio n  th e  dloe 

f a l l  *hen c a s t  by th e  doctor (th e  main p o s itio n  I s  determined by 

th e  fo u r c h ie f  d ice which may f e l l  in six teen  d if fe re n t  p o s itio n ^  

fh re s  tim es he was asked and each time he was c o rre c t, a c le a r  

in d ic a tio n  of the  potency of the  m edicine; Magwale s t i l l  r e -  

members th e  p o s it io n s  on th a t momentous day and s ta te s  th a t ha 

would not possib ly  know the p o s it io n s  without seeing  them today* 

f o r  the  potency of th e  medicine has worn o f f  a l i t t l e #  on leay^  

tu g  f o r  home b* was given a powder to  sn u ff  and some to  e a t  in  

e e f t  porridge **d# w ith  B adlo lnal ro o ts  morning and evening f&f 

th re e  # y s #  These were to  make him dream end know th in g s  *



# # # * & * &  th e i r  aw% * # # @ f in i t i a t io n  t M a #  ': 

4&% awGem to W  general pattern. ***** for *%#%&** &n*t**a 
#  in k in g  maioin# ka* m mlatnre of spleen of kyea#* *&#* of the 
*&&& 30# @84 heart end toaga* of the vnltnre laearte* in & 
eoarifioetion ma* in the tip of hie tongs#* and Inetead of hnry- 
ing the hone** he and hie taaober olopt at the orose-roadaf ha
*@*@*#*4 the arewihe of the f ir s t  cook* an& *@s given aogioia*
oontolnlng some so li from this spot to drink in order that h is 
home would he llko the cross-roads* a maetlng-placa of many Ollent 
Mpotenl he* both a fowl an* a goat nee* In his treatment end 

had to eat the foam of a frothy mediqins morning and evening.
Possession in the ordinary manner of the cult hot by a spirit 

who in l i f e  was a doetor* eenstltntes th e  Initiation Of # lelore 
dootor* Hhere are people* however* peeseeeed by saoh diviner^ 
spirits who have not heeome dootore. A lelapo deotor m@y divine 
daring pogseQslon when the poeseseing sp irit speaks or ohants* or 
th# may throw the gioe Aon not possessed* like an erdlnary goeter, 
Ilf* daring possession* t(te dice are thrown* I t is  merely far 
^ffeot* for they are hardly looked at. I t  is  maWd that lai3#|0 
iWators Mad dios withont training, being gniaed by their spirit^ 
iwt in praotie# #e fonnd that either they had for months attached 
tAsmsel#ss to another lelapo doctor^. or, as members of a divining 

had become familiar with the bones predr to possession, 
dathtrlssna* who was so renowned a doctor that the village she 
lived in  went by h e r name* not b* r baaband+e* said that a ft#  
h4$f Initiation into the salt# her mother*s father* the sp irit #&t 
wmifested himself in bar, would *o*e to her at night in her ar*s*s
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a&ggiwg IroB in hand* tailing bar whiob medlolnea to oaa, 3$ 
ai«K eh* Amw that aha need on waking to go t*

*** I f  anyone waa thom. After haying attached herself for 
*&## monthe to a l*l=a* dootor ehe pel* her two head o f eatti# 
an* began practising her self*

# #  meeshe* iH # the lelane $eet*r* 1* hy e  apirlt
*hl<ai tw m lfeet# I t#  a o s l r e  th a t  he ehonld heaome a d ly ln e r  by 

making h i#  i l l *  W t a m lh e  th e  leiocia dootor he la  not a o tn a ily  

poeaasaed. The an earn* la  th e  m aatar d iv in e r ; ho t in  f e e t  he 

s#l@a* thpo## the  die* mere then  one* o r W o *  before pfooeadlng 

to  d iv in e  "by th e  h e a r ts .  I f  h ie  d ice  are  no t hanay *  m # # *  
may Wen nse m ealie p ip s  fo r  d iv in ing  and we have ourselves ***# 

one whose whole so t consisted  so le ly  o f l io n  phalanx bones* S i#  

in i t i a t i o n  momprieae the  cu ring  of h is  lU n ess*  appren ticesh ip  to  
ano ther mogame and the ^cooking o f th e  bones ̂  * If* t&)$We*o 

however» fee does no t wish to  become a augoige. i t  i s  possib le  to 

'Chase our} th e  tro u b le  some s p i r i t  by rubbing  (ba fa#& a)tb#  

whole body w ith charms so th a t  they bo corns mixed w ith holy d i r t  *. , 

a ll of qhlofe is  burled in a wot giac* whioh most then b* ##iM *d 
with water (feu pfegsa) containing madiaines whieh eaha* the sp irit 

to  fo rge t*
%&* moeo#* traces the appear###* of hi* *SWB&

spirit to * mine trolley accident in Johannesburg. #  had #**# 
hi# motfear ŝ brother in  *  droam bidding him to re tu rn  hem* and 

ab#n the accident happened he knew why i t  had befallen him, In 
hospital aher# fee lay f o r  *1% months b# *a* ovoroom* by so  s tro n g  
a longing f o r  homa th a t  he fe lt i t  must be the s p i r i t  again  tro y —
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#&&#&%&&* retvrR lR $ heme w  waa no t #111 a o W  t e p t t e #  L 

lel^D b 4k#d&a*' idb# #o#@4 h la  by la l t la t lo H  to  oauma the 

$*(168 o f  th e  Bo* he bags* to  # * # *  About alylBlBg.

m #  took him Sit a  # $  pool ta  th a  Kuloao&l r iv o r  *&l#h b*

$8W #d to  f lu d  #t m u l l  s to w *  Blits* bso&m* t w  b a s is  o f

*  d lv lu lu g  $ # i *hloh ha %#8*a o o lls o tln g . m  Olelrna t h a t  #p*m 

t h i s  tlW *  *914*4 by h i s  a p l f l t ,  he b@*9H balog a  mhNao w ithout 

having &a4 any tu i t io n ;  but n o t only 4 * *@ kno* th a t  othwr 

sgdhgaiodr ba t#  uRdergons si long p o rt oa o f  tfa lh lh g #  ho t ** h a #  #### 

m*#b a is e lp io s  wslktBg about w ith m aster m#ga#a& help ing  tbwa 

ip  fm e lllB *  oat** so*# megams Amo# a t  B ight In  * jm # * r  @&aW 

l a y  t#  posm *se4 people ( th is  4an*e I s  * a ll# 4  b u t  **Bf

4# hot* Mogoma rosemblo le lo u a  Seetors In being #14#4  by s. 

s p i r i t  as*  sosatim es eves have a  sim ila r In i t ia t io n #  but th e ly  

and manner o f  pw&edur# *r* a ito g p th a r  & iifere#t*  4# ## 

s h a l l  sea*
D lyinatloU f

She S lv lnato ry  Sloe o o n s titu te  the g rea t d iagnostic  4avis#* 

4 1 %# are# as we h a w  ##n*  c lo se ly  a sso o ls ted  with t h e i r  

ewasr who ha* arahk a f  t h e i r  8#Bp*_%na b e fo re  a doctor ean no* 

th e  s e t  o f  ano ther, even i f  I t  was M s f a th e r , I t  must be placed 

In  Ba&loi&G to  be given ^power* t o  go over to  the  new man*

Wh#n a  n@w boa# I s  added to  an e a ls t ln g  s* t i t  1* m oersd w ith  

aod ie ifls  (oxer a t  a o f  the hyena and tongue and h e a r t  o f th# v u ltu r^  

fb#  d ice  kbuma and became unable t o  divine un less **a*be4* #*#k 

&*&%% by W ing l e f t  overn ight in  w ater con ta in ing  madiOlB#- 

u s u a l ly  muusda  bark  (lon#h#@arpue oepassa}* and l a i d  nu t t o  # y  

in  tb *  a #  ***& tw rn lag , % #y baoOR* t*  %»., _ /
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***&#% also after having Seen touched hy a parson homing to di­
vine about a  death and i t  la quite Common for & COoter t* aend 
a*ay a client with the aorda, '%** bone# have not been #&shed**
On e*** oo o a slo n  when th e  d ic e  gave no s a t ls fa e te r y  a##*er# a 

d ootor  a ttr ib u te d  t h i s  to  mokhnma ooing t o  th e fa c t  th a t th e  

o lie n t s  had n e t y e t  h e ld  th e  k h its h iia  (rem oval o f  d efilem en t o f  

d eath ) f o r  a o b lld  who had d ie d  #@ma m onths p rev io u sly .

The Lo#dU so t  I#  f a i r l y  ste reo typed , co n sis tin g  o f  about 

fo r ty  p ie c e s , most bu t not a l l  o f  which a re  bones. the bens® 

and h ah a tl (oval-ahapad stones o f  a f r u i t )  o f  the  ShBngana-longa 

munamc a re  gcmevhat d i f f e re n t  bu t are su b jec t ike s im ila r  M laa  

o f  In te rp re ta t io n .  Dominating th e  usual lovedu s e t  are  fm e  

f l a t  p ieces  o f  Ivory o r bone, two male and two female* The 

la rg e s t  male bone* c e lle d  lehwame. rep re sen ts  a full-grow n man, 

the sm aller* khllom e. a bache lo r o r  boy* th e  la rg e  fem ale*.die* 

tlngu lshod  from th e  male bones by being deeply notched a t  one end 

i s  c a lle d  tvadima and re p re se n ts  a m arried or im portant woman* 

the sm a lle r being thawana . at young g i r l .  One s id e  o f each b@B* 

let d l s t in ^ l s h e d  by black do ts  o r r in g s ,  o f te n  mads with at poker; 

when such bone f a l l s  w ith I t s  **y*af up (showing), i t  moans 

happinoso* w hile foyesf down denotes anger. Nowadays dominoes 

a re  o ften  used in stead  o f ivory  o r  bone* Th@so fou r ivo ry  dioo 

f a l l  I*  s ix tee n  d if fe re n t  com binations, th e  ca rd in a l positions*  , 

%aoh p o s itio n  has i t s  own am #  end I t s  own praise* re fe rring*  

though vaguelyi to  i t s  sw eaing; sad i t  i s  thos® fo u r  piece# 

from which th e  g en era l con fig u ra tio n  # f  laOL'ueaees o f  prcgncBti* 
c a tio n s  i s  re a d . There are o th e r  e a ts  o f four; p iece#  from



%&* of * tortoise oaob *it& too easily
dk**l# a&4#*t *B4 eW ia , too CIA** etanglng for aaloe aaA to* 
gypreoo fepreaQ ntlng foweloa* The to r to is e  a W l #  (Bad*} &f* 

*##*#&*%*& aor# espeol&lly wltk Illness, the ehslle *itb the 
ooatbev*

%W#Bg tM#*B th e  (#*#& tlie  4 iv ln e f look* f i r s t  # t  th e  W r y  

y i#0#e ena g iv e s  th e  y fe is a  o f  th e i r  d isp o s itio n  Oblek IndieatOB 

th e  gORerel Bitowlieii#, ooy, .dlssonolon* lo s s  W  ostoplalnth o f  th e  

fa th e r? *  s io to r .  Bat th ia  General s ito a tlo R  meet he re la te *  to  

th e  l i e  o f o e rta ln  o th e r  banas f p a r t lc s la r lv  n a lo g e .. th e  kimokie- 

h@#e o f th e  eteenhqok rRachlooros osmpestos) f fo a  eblOh #e Ob&Of 

Of e l l  th e  bones th e  d iv in e r next o r ie n ta te s  the B ltua tlon . th e  

procedure th e re a f te r  Involves lin k in g  t h i s  o l to a tlo a  sue the  @0 * 

hahd # l tb  oventa o r  opoo lflo  ^oG aoatioatlom e o f  * r  iBsrli 

and on the  o th e r w ith people p lay ing  * p o r t  in  thaae *?ea&*+

lhakado o r  nmdlmo. the t a lu s  o f  the  antbeor re p re se n ts  th e  

anoaotoro oho* l ik e  th e  ant b ear, l iv e  underground; t& la  bone 

dbeos vhather th e  go da are  angry o r n o t and I s  d legnostle  o f tb& 

h e a l th  o r  l i f e  o f  a  person vhloh in  th e  l a s t  reo o rt 11** i»  

* & # s tra i  M m #* D*a. th a  * f  th e  ll& n (and* l*  eea* @#te

also mw&, the phalanx of the tiger) whieh is  also a pointing
ben** ehevlBg d lre s tio n , o h iy l*  th* k8e**aeo* * f th* hy*R&* # f
uhieh there may be two* male and fem ale } . and tshwonej, male and 

Pn*»y* knae-bohos o f  the baboon* a l l  stand fo r  the e v i l  power o f  

witohes and their familiars, The baboon bones ip addition lh - 
&&**&*, by the *la# on which they fall* daager or illn ess on & 
journey* suitability of a ohosen spot for building a village and*
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*k#th*f o f  B*t * Cbli* *111 DA %ef&»
# ? # #  ** t o o a ta iaa  t*o  pQoallerly-chapad # f ? l& pip* * l tb  fso*»

tiDB* &*** *9**i2i**.aap9B4iB* ** ^  4* opo* * »  *%&* **»- "
o f  o r  evBBta, @*4 & r lv $ r  pebbt* fo w #  lie tb*

a%o»$0k Of 4k oroOOAao* }dfu=4& 1* BW*%KL_(WB& e**110M& by * 

w e # * # * ) ,  *WLSb 1* SlaSBOsti* * f  tb* *«***&
ty  fo re ig n  mb&tenoea *biob so reero re  os#** $b* if v ictim * to

swallow with food, o r dr ink .
ta  trtng HwW «rU ar gsoa DtfMMMM tnta rtiatlon sitb

epeelfio  people, to te ten a tw  who i s  m  o r who Ss hewitohlng 
the eonsultents, the diviner turns to  oortaln astrslague hones, 

W abie of fa llin g  on fo u r sides and representing people. Two 

o r three sheep hones stand fo r inportunt or respected persons, 
saoh as d is t r ic t  or t i l l a g e  heeds, and goat hones, i®ah«rlps two 
to  s ix , fo r  mere M e e a a rs  -  a rea l separation of sheep and goat 
I f  there e ra  two sheep o r goat hones, they rep re sen t male and 
femalej a th ird  represents a child ; four hones extends the 
range to male and female children end the fu rther two hones d if -  
fe ro r t la te  widow and haohslor. often f - a l e  hones ere disting­

uished hy having a piece of wire wound m n d  them oinoe women 
wear wire leg -ringel D ifferent totems are shown hy hone* of the 

. . . , - . 1 .  revered, tovedn se ts  have too (male and femtia) SSffiB  

(WethuaK) hones standing fo r the OroeodUe te tan ic  group I two 
.n .v .  ( m l h u o t i  hones for a e le g a  and sometimes also  lovtdn



#*% »)$ t* *  W ia  boar) fo r  -

m a * *  *#* Kent* tw o ehosM (lM*b3*ek) .fo r  sa b a W . ,

o f  * m a* a& ; *a* In  area*  l a  a b la b  th e re  aye p b a i# w e e  *&a 

#**&** a ia a  t$o  aeaa  (p o # * # l# f  ) ,  m ephan ts  w #  $ lo aa  a re  

ye^reeeawa by the benee of these animals already In tb# sat*
3W#e #$@WaAWatln$ hones vary greatly' aooorAlng t# the pespla 
vltk tu&xa# the AlViaer eeaes into w et oontaat* Baay aivinera 
bar# one or two extra pi$oeg* eooh ao a sbeil or at @to%» foWl 
la  a etranga pi***, MWLemateba# for lae&ma** We a p&ee* *# 
*h*lk Aram %*#aea* i&ere be eervea la  th e  & a W r B e tta lien  # V la g  ' 

the Groat ##f.
The # W l e d  rd la a  o f a iv ln e tlo a  aaoa met he 8 t* t*a  here* 

lad ees  tb&y e re  f a r  te e  s p e e W ls e a  fo r  earaory treatm ent eh# #  

not @Avonoo ea r general th e s is  any further-# A ll t h a t  i s  a##@ - 

$*ry l a  a  a iscv sslo n  of the  general pfl#Hp&&9 naa&rlylng d iv i­

n a tio n , F ir s t ly *  I t  I s  th e  eld* ea vbieh tb #  41## f h l i  f a tb a r  

tham t h e i r  A lspoaltlon  to  one ano ther th a t  i s  im portan t. A ll 

th e  p is e e s  earn f a l l  in  te e  #aya* e i th e r  positive*  W e a l  @r 

n e g a tiv e , v e n tra l  surface up* s b l i e  In  ad d itio n  th e  aetraiagK 

have t*@ narrow er surfaces* one* th e  eonaswe side* w ith a  deeper 

o i a f t  th a n  th e  e ther*  th e  convex side* In  th e  normal p o s itio n  

w ith  d o rsa l side  Up, th e  power the  bone stands fo r  i s  sa id  t o  b# 

motive* th e  person i t  re p re se n ts  w tn  walking in  tb# d lreo tlo n  

i t  1* ly ing#  In  th e  reverse  p o sitio n *  w ith  v e n tra l  s id e  up* i t  

i #  S leep ing , pow erless o r  d**c and bane** when the  powers ro p r# -  

BSnted e re  the** o f  w itohoraft* a  good sign* f o r  th ey  e ra  then  8*

t h e i r  books end harm less# An s s tre ls g u s  ly in g  on I t s  aonve*



th e  *p  aha*# laDghlng, happiness* ta lk in g  e r

*v*8 q**rp*lllng  (amah ta lk in g )  an& v l tb  th*  eanvax aid* up , 

a#g@r, @@m#Lalnt*, aaan&as,
Saeondly* tba s ig n ifican ce  of the** position*  and p a r t i  on-

Xarxy o f tbe  combinations o f  the  se ts  o f  fo u r hones v a rie s  aceor— 

(ling to  the  pappose o f  th e  d iv in a tio n ; a  p a r t ic u la r  p o sitio n  

means os® th ing  when I t  I s  illn e e s*  another when i t  1® a bu ild ing  

sit©  th a t  i s  in  question* Thirdly* desp ite  in t r ic a te  ru les* 

d iv in a tio n  i s  in  the  l a s t  r e s o r t  n o t an aaao t science bu t an 

in te rp re ta t io n  in  which the  d iv ln r r fs  Ingem lty* hi® know ied^

©f human nature and h is  estim ate  o f  the In te rp lay  c f  motives in  

th© so c ie ty  p lay  an important p a r t .  In  t h i s  connection the 

p ra is e s  o f  each bone and o f  va rious p o s itio n s  have tW unsuspao- 

ted  fu n c tio n . These p ra ise s  are not trade se c re ts  and are f a i r 1-  

l y  g en era lly  known* to  be w ord-perfect i s  unnecessary and p a r ts  

may b© re c i te d  o r om itted while h a l f  may be u t te re d  a t  one moment 

an* the rem ainder much l a t e r .  This occupies th e  mind o f th* 

C lie n t and g ives th e  d iv in e r time to  th in k  and o rlen ta t*  him self* 
Moreover* In te rp re ta tio n  abounds with m etaphorical expressions* 

a s  does th e  parlano* o f Buropcan f o r tu n e - te l le r s  w ith i t s  o ld** , 

men and d iam ond-glrls. When a d iv in e r r e c i te s  tbs p ra is e  'kbadl 

C had lsa  a lth aea  va had ies metae ea s*a?. those p resen t a l l  

understand  th a t  th *  fa tb e r fe  s i s t e r  i s  d isp leased  and la  th*

#*#** o f  th* tro u b le ; nothing fu r th e r  need bo mentioned by the

doctor,
Many loved* d iv iners*  im ita tin g  the *** * M W l a f

ch an t, faslf-Shangana-ToRga$ h a lf  Sotho, a jargon in  which even



a  . #
# *  ***%*% *2 sett* words b#*a*s <U#wW* :
# 1 #  li* #0yL<mlt to aad#ra&ana an* i s  ra-lntArprotad ty  ###%# «?: 
of # *  party # 5#* doavepaapt 1»b*dB tb# qiiawt with # #  proaedara 
*y* &f momawgr* Star # 9  doctor himwif. %is sow*#* r*ee**- ; 
%%* t&w* %** by 3.0th q*Bt*$T p&ysiolans of *oWL#6 aadloal t#**  
to Wpf*** m##&* *#b  thair kaooiodge* Doctors olso o$ton 

aggoroto too iAaaagp*;' of an ilipams: %tba#k$ to. a ll 
1* porfaot bealtb» was 5*16 that his *%L*o4* $a4 $&#&*«&* **f# 
la  a meat dleW W ag condition, similarly th e#
4**119# leg  *a* diegaoBod as doo to alt^ioraft* **e told* *8nly 
* bravo maa would dor* to stay it moaeat looser la th is yuiaga#  ̂
i t  la  a# *lteh-rida@a' ; but ho remain** quit* uniapreaso*. 
waplte these trldka, divining Is not regarded a* oooult an*
#*ay people have some knowledge of the meanings of different 

positions.
The dootor end diviner at *pfk.

Thm preeadtire la divination la a subtl®  p rooees*_eoah ip ing  

.oggsstioa, free assodlation of 1***9 *** techniques of leading 
th* ollent and Inspiring oonfideaee in the diviner* Gn epanl&g ; 
the bags*.the doctor poors out the die* and wstobee bo# they 
but h@ does not always vouchsafe anything at this stage* a@f*r# 
pasting hi* die* be obawe a pies* of root (hbirugmlh of mnonmt) 
*b#h be blows out on to the bones or into a dbeH which be rub* 
egaiaet b is bar* obeet; he or the beaea are given Inelgbf **& 
power in th is mannar. Shea taking them la  both band* and attar- 
l&g a praise by way of eneenfagement* b* a*#** lb** on to the 
floor or the mat provided* St this stage be read* tb* @*rdinal 
positions, perhaps elaborating on the general trend indioated,
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*e# w#s*#tB # * t tb# *&&**& ba# tern* t* oanm&t &#* dbeat, eft#*'
&* #* 4e%ne elielttng eem* tnfomatldn, Tb#y#aft*f the *%&#*% i 

%&*"*** t&a So***,., epaaklng to them ** 6i#W*& 
aaeter; tb* vmwda ppastte* of bringing * plea* *f ?**br##tb»4 
Spa* by the patleat la Bet kaowB* hot the ooaealtant may be 41- 
faetoA toBeatl&B tb* patl#Ht*s aame. the client e l i i  have to 
qaat many time* t i l l  the trouble has be*R thrash** oat.

Th* %ext stop  I s  f o r  tb* ao o to r, a f t e r  a*g&@$tl#g *  ramaAy* 

it* e a s t  the bones an* in te rp re t  t h e i r  rep ly  to  the  suggestion . 

#bst*v*r tb* oaas* o f th e  i ll* * * * , the f i r s t  s&ega*tl*B l a  

a sa e lly ' p iao a tlo a  o f  th e  ancesto r*  and th e re a f te r  mmdlaln#* *** 

tre a tm e n ts . At eaoh throw only  some o f  th e  die* are studied* 

th e  p o s it io n  Of the o th e rs  be ing  ir re le v a n t to  th e  Immediate 

purpose«. Sometimes i t  takes long  (o ften , as we have seen* se~

v e ra l hours o r a whole afternoon) fo r  the  bones to  give a  * ia* r 

in d ic a tio n  and* i f  th ey  f a l l  In unreadable combination** various 

oaaeee may be assigned: the bones may not have been properly

**&Bbed* * the c l ie n ts  may be In  a s ta te  o f  Jthu_kh&S&l *F the 

hoM** may ju s t  unaccountably 'refu*** .
%* Illustrate the procedure we give an actual case o f *1*1- 

nation simplified by th e  omission o f p ra is e s . Br Ramatltl had 
just fiaiaha* #*" ***B9 ***% Dumcdl, %**«#?* fflaa**
*w* lived some ten mile* away, earn* upon tb* scene aa*# handing 
ever hi* UblllW  to tb* doctor* aako* that the dice b* thro*!' 
for him too. Ramatltl poured out the bones* looked at them lout 
yemaiued *11*8#* B* then chewed a pi**# of %lnjguls., #4% th* 

%#** In both hands* spa* ** %»** "da** mmbli** * m l# * , **"*
.....■ ■ L
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# * * ,  W e  fA lla s  p o sitio n  meaala# algsas*-

* W } *  ** the  ?*!*?&*& praise*  *%** h#v* *##%

# # a $ L f  tP8Sta*&»* M  oontlm aa^ eslarglB g span IBs** *r*ato#*a e f  
th e  t rW h le .  *%b* to r to is e  twine* l i e  mu^agoiK* ( Ind ioatlng  long 

#&##**) * ha **&*&». *1&a s u f fe r  fpom blood one In te s t in a l  tm & ie .  

8* jpest h#?» arew aef» *3%9* * re p l ie d  Boaedi* fa b ie f iy  about
dead people*) 'Ishw enet( th e  bahoon bones), se n t on th e  doator* 

j#p*  f a l l  ( l i e  on th e i r  oonvex a id e ) ,  year alokoea* i*  a* th e  

obest*)

3h#raapon Bamedi was given th e  bonee to  tbpo* *ad to ld  t#  

re p e a t a f t e r  th e  doctor a  p ra ise  o f  the  bones -  TSbll *»# yea 

a p y ^ lth ^ e y e s - th a W e e  < # e j*  * # & # « & »  **4*%* *920 *4 

ho v e n a ), t e l l  ae  why we are a f f l i c te d ;  whether i t  be a  god o r 

whether i t  be a w itch , t e l l  1*8 .* *hen the  bones had f a l le n ,  

th e  d o a te r  asked* *#* you knew say ( th e  d rodediie  totem) 
a re  your In-law s OrooodilsV? *%o', re p lie d  Duwodl, ?% Mow only  

ne igbhoars, no t ro ls t lv o a ,  who a re  Grocodile** A fte r  % #ed i bad 

denied th a t  he bad  q u a rre lled  w ith  those peop le ,^ the  dootof waf» 

ned, b in  n e t  to  d rin k  b e e r  w ith th e # , and when Dumadl ob jee te* , - 

*Bnt as ay# always drinking together*  * be said* f i t  l a  th ey  wbe 

have given you k h iio so , * Cuaedl was. doubtful but r e p l ie d , .|:1 

remGmbor th a t  oBoe* when i  came out o f taw* ^oks^a In i t ia t io n #  a  

***** o f  those, neighbours gave *e aenkey nuke add afte rw srds my 

stomsoh I**** upset, *
Bwaedl was made t o  throw th e  bonae again and th e  doctor asks#  

Mm I f  he were tro u b led  by n a t te r  in  the e a r s .  &*m#di adm itted 

t h a t  both h is  c a re  war* a ffe u tad  and added# 'T hat i s  how th e  tr c u -



%&* *#*#*, *a& I  h*?* #1*4 zawif 1* W a** # $  4a#t#r
*9* *#* * m lusW G W  #% *, +B* *sfa *fe oau&lng %L@** *a W
4b#at* j ha* a*&@* )#&* * iS&aza 49* tcf tp la *  to  twxast ye&ljf
&8&*j Domell replied* *Qaly a *omm *b@ *** an* day# liaa  f##gr 

. #aMWRar&*
3b# bo«*a #er*  *%*& more W a* n  to  detarmlae Whether the 

***** *o#l4 *8*c*@4 I f  eke were a a iie a  aga&nt The aaioea baa* 

l a y  no I t s  to o k  and w ith  dao and o h lr i  o ro ide  down, showing the 

po*<# o f  th#  wltobaa bo he broken, #*4 eoio*# (#114 b o w ) in  I t *  

normal p o s it io n , th e  dootor declared th a t  Domdl oould reco v er. 

JBgt thoo&h I t  aao s i l e n t ly  passed over, the  d iv id e r *** m istaken 

in  th in k in g  th a t  h is  c l ie n t  was of the goloim totem . Again 

Dumadl threw the dioa and th e  question  asked* namely, whether ha 

should o f fe r  to  (auma) h is  dead fa th e r  * was answered in  the  

negative  a s  nnneoeasary. But though n h ir i  (hyena; and tshwen# 

(baboon) la y  poworlosa, the p o s it iv e  p o s itio n  the  Die l io n  (dan),  

a sso o ie te d  w ith w itohea, ind loa ted  th a t  the Btomaoh-sohe sonld 

rem ain, *Bbvo you l l l h a r z i a * * enquired the d o c to r, f#a*j 

#*s th e  rep ly*  jSe&l tb s* , do you enjoy your beer?* *#&* o m  

* a l# * B b  f i l l *  me; % d o n 't  d rink  m ob .*  Another threw* th l*  

tim e by th e  doctor* was favourable to  the medicine mentioned as 

# ouf** *Butf* *eke& the destor*  #s he serw tln laed  th #  bona*, 

$*bat d h ild  a t  home 1* 111?* 3hen Dumedi *#14 i t  ##* M s* tb *  

d oc to r congra tu la ted  him self on h is  p e rsp ie a e lty  end could  not 

r e s i s t  fo llow ing up t i ls  success ,

Bumedi th u s  had ** ##*t th #  din** about h i*  e b i ia ,  33** 
4 * # to r disgnnsea sw isofaoras) * a  vagus te rn  (aafe/r'nj e*t<yna,/



raahta 9? #@r## a ll ** * # 1  #a late***! traavt#* # #  L
at ##»**& * f  QhlldrBn. *%*#? # WaadjL* f tb #

#e»# #p# %*& it s  mmtb*, agalqg a fu ll o f t&$ aomplaW.
# *  tshHAK* #*$  aatpala#;* (Inalootlns a young male par eon) was 
1#%# poaltlva, *@ # *  dootor a*14» ?It la a %*?*» but agai* ha 
was wrong. Tmperturbadt the doctor now thro* the dloa, bavin# 
Wggeatad tb* oura* tpaag Of wltohes (metaphorical for the Ins#*- 
tlvoroua bat), and mloa and moss hanging from trees. Burn one 
portion, bolding the child In the smoke and smear its  body with 
the  o th e r  p o rtio n . T e ll u s ,.y o u  spy -w ith -eyos-tba t-see . I  

nay le t  my fowl (dhlld) scratoh (be wall),; But the bona #t*n- 
ding for a email e ln (thawana bone of goat) f e ll  on Its baati 
the modlolna would not succeed, again the dootor threw, w ntlo- 
#lng dlffarsnt ingradlants but almllar treatment# and this time 
the bones ware propitious.

oa the whole people arc satisfied with rather Vague stuta- 
monts; told that (according to  the dice) ha bad le a r n t  M s 

doctoring frmm bis mother*s brother# Ramslapo sold* (No, b*t one 
mî Kt say It Is from Mm as It oomem from my motherfs par,pie*# and 
was quite satisfied , moreover, clients are  not there to trip 
up the doctor, but to get his help and advice so they freely 
discuss their troubles and clutch at every piece of information 
that i s  or borders on being correct.

fe ry  d if fe re n t  from th e  bone-tlupowor i s  the lelRgo doctor 

Who d iv ines u su a lly  when h is  spirit^whom he i s  ab le  to  c a l l  bp 

a t  w i l l ,  i s  upon him. Re may th en  divime w ithout the nee o f any 

bones* merely sing ing  e a t  h i s  d iv in a tio n s  in  th e  same way a s  e l l  

th e  possessed s in g  ou t t h e i r  aongs and nm aaagaa^r be may throw



only *%** or twlo* to i#pr#a* fop b#
W d y  %@@%& #& tWR * t  #ae& **#$***« %s%gr l a lo m  doator* # # „  

Wbl* t* #r**# *i«o i»y tona-thrGsrlag la  the opdlawy 
@8@t@F# aithoat tbair epirlta dewendW spaa tb**#

Tbl# metWd tb*y reaopt to when there ar* a* s&teadaatB *& b*n& 
mla$#taf two their aaat* sblle the eplr&t le BpQB the**

The geanoe o f  the  l e l s a e  doctor I s  s im ila r to  th a t o f o rd i­

nary  possessed people which w® describe elsew here. But the  
d oc to r takes edvaatege o f  the la rg e  attendance to  c rea te  a  dsiaatiS ; 

to r  h i s  se rv ice s  ̂  s o l ic i t in g  custom by well-chosen words addressed 

-to va rious in d iv id u a ls  about impending calam ity or bad health* 

In tended te  awaken t h e i r  I n te r e s t  o r f e a r s .  lie i s  Often b ig b r 

handed and overbearing , c h a ra c te r is t ic s  to le ra te d  OR account Of 

th e  possessing  s p i r i t*  and un like  th e  o rd inary  doctor* re so r t*  

c o n s ta n tly  to  tb*  spe*tac*lar»
Mather1sane at work was * remarkable s ig h t .  Dressed in  a 

leopard akin and many oiotha* a *an*a tie  and scarf fastened with 
g ilt safety pine, she sat in the midst o f her attendants and 
sa te llites with medicine bags to her left* divining # t  to the 
right. B*r bead was a masterpiece of feathers. Round it  was 
a circlet of small circular skins, from her forehead rose a ball 
of black feathers which hong ever the bead like # feather duster 
wbll* to  the back were two larg* sloping plume*. Before her 
atoed her most impressive marvel -  an assegai stuck 1# the @f#*bd 
with # buck's born balancing on a sixpence on the end e f the abaft' 
The story of th is bom standing unsupported on the h ilt <0 #4 
assegai bad spread far sad wide ever the whole land and loBt
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gMAt Weight #  aka Bald. It aas W#ll#eA $N  W%#
#«14 keland* In %hls way only vAi*A Who bar and :

g#Bp#4  w i#  aBtoniehment vbon *ven tbay w*r* &bi& &$ bar 
##a@w&W*ib,iWbPk # *  W m m * #*#* i t  badt te eteaa sa *#4 #a 
bofb r# . %&* o f # #  bom  waa almple; l%#ef&*4 on @l#*e
#W# #t tb# tap# tblobep *#* of tb# bora **fe t*o *#*& l#B#Sb#
#  KbdLaik **f* *%&# maintained i t  in eqaiilbrlnm* That the bom
#@814 stand nnoqpported wonld have been maryelioaa enough two the 

-v B*ti*#i Wt that i t  eoold stand on anil hampered by #*$* $1?#
©nQum’orsnoes Hw4s nothing sh o rt o f s  mlraol©» Our explanation  Of 

th e  p rln o lp le  Invo lved ,.p rao tloah  U lu a tra tlo n s  v l th  a  v a r ie ty  Of 

o b jao ta  f a i l e d  to  impreaa even an eduoatod man*.a # e l l ^ u a l i f l e d  

t#aoh#r* He rem a n ed ,. *foo may do i t  by eoioao# W t  th e  

do## i t  hy  a p i r i t a .  9h# know* nothing o f  a o ie n ^ ,  To him # #  

f a o t  th a t  I t  formed p a rt o f  European a o ie n tlf l#  pr.inoiple# #dd#A , 

to #  r a th e r  than  detraetm d ffom# th e  vonder o f  the doctor *# #ohi#^

vmemt*
%h# meaeme i#  ##aenti*lly a m#l%er-^8t» rather th#m # heaiW 

0  Of dieoa##* Though i t  is  possible for people privately to 0#%̂
#WLt a muoame a# they do ordinary dootora, the main funotlon of ;
the mnaam* 1# hi# qnaelHlegal one Of d#t#%minlng th# inolden# ;
go ilt In ##### of eltohoraft, and in #### ##### of theft or =,
am tory in #hi#h ther# 1# not saffioiont evidonoe for # e  nwrt 
to deeide one eay or the otner. The prooedar# Involves ^ ret 
privet# consultations of a doqtor or l#ea#r followed by
an eqousatlon dirootiy or through an intermediary, a wger by the 
parti## publioly mad# in oourt, then a )#nm#y in tb# oompany o f  
an o ffio ia l vitneea of the court (called the t# # distant
ameiler^ut# and th$ a#W#l w #H W  ^

L
\

L



$#*#&* i s  i o  r e l a te  to  th e  *@*ft tb#  a&tap* * f  th e  # # lg le # *  # * '  

W=i#St*H*e e f  Rmgaoo. tk o tb o r @? « o t th a  *#%&#* 

t*  th e  d e c is io n , 88* d o to tlg  o f the  wager. S# m s t  t*  1 % # # #  

*8* d io io te re e te d  *a* #*#&**# a  g o a t o r  t e a  d h iil ia g a  from *ao& 

Of tb #  two paftle*^**  w e ll a* p rovlaloaa fo r  th e  road , oaloae 

t&@f* l a  a  #p$olfio  o h a llen g er and a sp ao lfl*  aoooGation #g*&aet 

#*#*%** th e  oourt w i l l  not give I t s  aanotlon to  yrooedare o f  th e  

p a r t i e s  to  #  SB & ller-oat, I t  m y  a lso  d la a lla *  th e  ahmlleaga 

#n* d ism iss th e  *aes ms aonseBse ( s s l ts h a le j  * aitbmsgh i t  g**- 

e r a l l y  aaeap ts th e  v e rd ic t  o f the m e lle r -o o t*  i t  la  not host:* 

to  do a* . I t  i s  not necessary  f o r  accuser and accused to  he 

saraeeat l a  person a t  th e  smelllaiM aut ; they sway h* 88* #fte% 

ara* * sp#* la ily  l a  th e  das# of women* represent**  by a p a ia tlv a .

m a n  proceeding to  ft sm eller-out* th e  p a r t ie s  have no d e fi­

n i t e  d e s tin a tio n . They s e t  (Mat In  a  a o r th ra a s te r ly  d ire c tio n  

where me game abound, u su a lly  w ith th e  In ten tio n  o f  going # # * - ' 

wbare v a ry  fay  away; fo r  th e  theory l a  th a t  th eja o r*  d ia te n t 

th e  rnuaam. th e  more r e l ia b le  h i s  v e rd ic t  w ill  b e . a f t e r  a  day 

o r  two* however* th ey  grow t i r e d  dir th e  o f f i c i a l  w itness QomplaW 

o f  th e  h o st and th ey  f in d  somoone n e a re r . There i s  no oonyer'- 

a a tlo n  an a r r iv a l  a t  tb *  em olier-ont axeapt l a  a* f a r  as th*  

p a r ty  s t a te s  I t*  bu sin ess ,an d  f u l l  money payment l a  always r e ­

q u ired  t3 a  advsnoe on the  undarstandlng th a t  I f  th e  p a r t ie s  are  

d la a a t l* # * *  i t  w il l  bo re ta rae d  to  the*  to  anebl* them to  pro* 

gawd elsew here. The o f f le W  wltno##t»ca appointment must he 

hlvon th e  nhi th p  (th in g  to  ho b id d en ), any sm all a r t io le  such **

*  snu ff-box  o r #  co in  which la  concealed about h i*  person an*



%* ##S## #&a # * * 4  by th e  *# & t e a t  o f M * earn-
t#f@e* a iy ia o tio #  Oegina, %&**# w  1 * ab le  in  aaO itinn

to  g iv e  tb#  totem  o f  #**#*%» in  t w  p a r ty  and o le a r ly  to  l l e t l n -

g a ls h  b*t*e* 8  aoonser, adaoead and o f f lo la l  w itn ess , thoy * 1 1 1

p ssa  on to  somaona e lse*

I t  1* sometimes sa id  by Bofopeana t&at m@eam* have sp ie s  who 

% #3 g the*  th e  inform ation neeessary  fo r  d iv in in g . This *onld, 

however, be im possible; not only do people 0 9m* from @11 d lr#o» 

t lo n s  o r  tr ib e s*  sometimes a s  f a r  d is te n t  a s  Bapnlanang beyond 

th e  O lifa n ts  r i v e r ,  b u t i t  would re q u ire  an e labo ra t*  system o f  

esps&nage th a t  sould  h a rd ly  be kept s e c re t from the  people i n  th e  

re n d it io n s  th a t  ob tain  in  Bantu soo io ty .

There I s  no doubt th a t  meepme are c le v e r  and we have our­

se lv e s  boon aasqed a t  "the manner in  which,under t e s t  cO pditlona, 

a mugame was ab le  to  name and f in d  an ob jec t hidden on oar person* 

But i t  must be borne in  mind th a t  they use a t r i a l  and e rro r  

teohnlque, the vuma method, based upon the responses o f the  and- 

isn o e » In  our experience (though o f course the  presence o f  a 

European i s  always a d is tu rb in g  fa c to r )  * a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  few res­
ponses the  mngomabegins to  speak more and more loud ly  and quickly  

and a s i tu a t io n  o f  free  a sso c ia tio n  o f ideas and g rea t suggestlye- 

ness a r i s e s .  The consu ltan ts  become le s s  guarded and the S E M E S . ^  

s k i l le d  in  til*; a r t ,  i s  ab le  to  draw conclusions from th e i r  are-* 

a o tio n s ,  a good deal of vagueness is* however, p em issab le  1 

th e  term  m khalaK a. f o r  example* earn r e f e r  to  a number o f  d if fe ­

r e n t  to tem s; mukbalaga urooer,  mukhalega munvel. mukhalaga @ou 

(e lep h an t Bhaiag*) end th l*  a p p lie s  a lec  to  o th er gspaet* o f  t h e i r  

divination. In one ca se  a man in  th e  p a rty  was accused v i -



K'
OR t e h a l f  M * *#% #r o f  M *

ta  # *  #A4 #&1& boar tata#*** I t  ** W t
#  # # a # W $ # t4 ry  ^PetbA r* o f  th@ #*a #*#&%*#& &*& *****

a f W  Qyoeoaw M&w&4b**f tataaa*.* w t  aW,io*tloa».
** tb* g a i i t  *a# lamadiat&Iy projm staa #p*o an# #  tb#a* t# »  

wtv$* #&& happm#& to  have bw n p m tio n a iy  aoousaa* tBoo&b *&*
M 4 8*#e##4#& in  c le a rin g  bar#* lf*  An a c tu a l ##s#p3.a *&5#ls

&*$* th e  a&tbea* empleytd.
Kuda** aocuaad Bodile* his h*lf-brothmr*s @09* of *#*&&0g 

aa*  peunas, 2b* oasa had *»#* Wad f*fst *% hem# *8* then *t 
tb# #atlv* @onm*iBBlen*?f* ebaf* &t had baen diWbead eetng t# _ 
iam fflelen* *vid»n*** Tea** parti** deold$d to &* t* * awGUkeitr 

0# th* eeeoHd day of their journey, *b#B W y **f* r**Wa& 
%&&#? a tree to enable the offioiml *itna*a to taka off bln 
jadhat* a m all boy at ending some *af o ff #@id t* them* !#&*** 1*
& cm aile r-on t ***? th e re ,?  R* *** * ***»? **%*&!%* tb*  ?»** to  

# y * * t  people to  at d iv in e r  who bed la te ly  a rr iv e d  and ** t *P * 

tem porary v illa g e  o f  rough b a ts .  Deciding th a t  i t  *** t**  b*t ;
to  go fu r th e r ,  th e  p a rty  followed th e  boy and e a t down o n t a i #  th *  

V lll*S* fen c e . A man approached the*  an d ,_ aft* r aeperta tn i**  :

bow **ob money tb *y  bed to  e ffe r *  showed them ta t*  a* enbioamr* !

* f  9 W1 w o k * . At tawt aatran ee # 9 * 1  th e  d iv in e r  bW a% r» b e W # ;  

& B tick  under w hich th e  fe a r  members oar th e  p a r ty  were ***& #  

paa* in  a ln g le  f i l e .  D iv in er*  ere  sa id  q u ite  f f * # * a t ly  #  # * t  

th e  i f  u lie n ta  in  acme such manner * #om*tlma# th ey  # f*  mad# t*  

ever a A m w  W  I t  la  **!& tb* *** * * * liy  aR&i# W  
#*& thay ta d  aaatad tbemaaive# on tb@ #*w*d !b* dlvW r

asked fire# a? *m for b is mmy* *****



M #  41*5* b# B&14, i t  W**

*  e*#»* am# th&t had be*n m oh tr ie *  la  o iW rw av t* *

iMB&eae l a  b*ad* WLtbAit the  use o f  any a iy lp in g  boa*** the 

a iV W f  btgom amklag t&* party to  **Bp**a (&o vu**)* *% vama,* 

tb # y  y*pli*4* aaa ba proo*od@Q # i tb  h is  ohaating  in  * m ixtar* o f  

Sotb* #&& 4WW«MMB*ae* 1# slBg^eong pbfasea a t  tb@ *o& Of *bi@k 

tk #  o l ie a t#  bag to  a s f e a t .  *%o# have osase fro *  boa* on #  a* tt*g  
fee Mg?a»» P o in ting  to  th e  o f f ic ia l  w itness, he .# # $ _ % #  

fesve ooouseO th i s  boy (p o in tin g  to  Bodll*) o f  witofearaft ** *>#

I? *  making * mistake on  pqcepose* You have a * t earn# f a r  tb ie  

yeason.* Looking in to  a la rg e  sh e ll*  he continued, **&# have 

# 9#* on a d if f e r e n t  errand  -  Yon have come about momey — The asm 

OOneemad I s  62%) -  No. I t  I s  a .5  -  No, I t  i s  j&O -  The * * # r  

o f  the goney s e l l s  hemp.* Oontinulng in  t h i s  manner in  afeart 

pferaaeh to  which th e  p a rty  reepondad ?Y& vumaf * #8 * m ggosting  

f i r s t  t h i s  than th a t*  lie even tually  said* * 1  d o n 't  l i k e  t o  ***** 

b ro th e r*  by the same f a th e r  to  f ig h t  -  Tour q u a rre l i s  & vain  ,

on# '!- i$ie money wan s to le n  by a woman o f  the  W euodll* to tem  ;•

H y in g  n e a r  your v i l la g e  -  She has no t y e t need th e  money** 

P o in ting  to  Bodlle* fee s a id ,  *3&&* why do you want t*  k i l l  &1* ,
(Endana) — and you (MuSam) bo o a ra fu l — They may k i l l  you w ith 

m edioine* they  have ju s t  bought+t lu rR im  to  tb* * ffl* i@ l 

n itn eeB i fee demanded* ?&lve me my hidden o b jec t ^*fe&t

k in d  o f  th in g  i s  t h i s  which i s  hidden ffom me? ^  t s  u enaff*'

box *  8 e ,  I t  i s  *  fe&i#-*r@*n *  Be# I t  1 * *  peaoy ho* I t  1 #

Bsropeea Iro n  *  I f  yew th in k  I  am ta i l in g  l ie * *  ta k e  o u t *2



a f f l s t a l  w lW s s  teak  w t  s f  W e peekst th e  b a tte ry  * f  # t*n& # 
th e  oompetenoe of a  d iv in e r  who bad te e n  se  Vegpe

a b # #  th e  h a ty re  o f th e  *Bqfep*aa Iran* *aa be any

d b jio t*  % t  tb $  **1# th in g  we a th a t  B qalla  and SGd*a% 1***4*

B R tlefled  *%# a* the p a r ty  went home* re lie v e d  th a t I t  **# a*

e a ta td e r  aho 3 *# found to  be th e  o w lp rlt,

ObjedtlYejLy ooneldafed, 'Shi* eeano* may appear naive* , b a t
th e  p a r t la e  and even an o u ts id e r  ah* wa* p raaen t d id  n o t th ld k

*0 * There **e no i n i t i a l  ana formal id e a tl f to a t io n  # f  *e@#aer*»

aeensed and fea rs* , eh iob  on* from tb e o re tle a i  seeoaat#*

bgt forms and prooadwree ar* never s e t  and i t  i s  nothing

f o r  thee*  id en tlflO R tlo n s to  emerge l a t e r  *e th *  dlY ination p ro -

seeds* i t  i s  by tbeoretlo& i standard* neeessary  th a t  th e  m a l l#

eat* a s  a t e a t  o f  h ie  aompetenae* should name the totem  a y  o th e r

groups o f  th e  consu ltan ts*  b u t i n  t h i s  ease the p a rti* *  d id  Bet

even no tloe  th e  om ission, as th ey  se re  s a t i s f ie d  on th e  malm 1**^

The sm a lle r-o u t erred somesbat a s  regards both the  sum involved

end th e  re la tio n sh ip  o f  Bsdena aL: S o d lie ; b u t the  p a r t ie s  w ere;

Impressed th a t  he was only f l  ou t and, a lthough th ey  **fe ho t

b ro th e rs , th ey  v*re r e la te d  through ^rothf y. The m l#  eounota^ i

t lo n  o f  term s and lad e fln ltan o es  aonoe* lone lend tb*#s# lyee .

** a earnings and r ig id  oatsgofW a ,n a  European language eannot

do , v* m anipulation by th *  sa*ii*f*@ ut and ready  aseeyte*** by 

tb s  p a r t ie s  o f  suggestions* in  th e  khero (oourt)*  the  vanquish^ 

p a r ty  o.rten complains o f  th e  vagu* o r  l a o o r r * #  In d lo e tio n s ** to  

to tem s au% o f  e th e r  unsR tlsfao tu ry  fea tu res*  b u t %nl#s ike



# * * % * *  b s trm M * * ? *  aameaa** .

% * mem? 2f*& #@ m * a * f* e o t  soa pr**@*a#4 %* B*t

i t  l a  m sessap y  #  * #  tM t  tb *  o f ta e  W e e  s p .# *  ;
* #  *&*& * vary  bigh^ba*a*@ m sm ef ana 1$ 1* n o t a**aay  a a t to r  

#8? OB# Of th e  te a  p a r t  toe  to  ol&im baok b is  money.
# a a  & O if W r  f t w a  anyone e o U t?  o f aite& or*#*  %# sb#f*s  ̂

one s5.de o#  the witoti.3s  bo@4 and takes ^fon klKi M s jadket Or ^W;

of s lo th in g  be Tzooia l ik e  to  have* t o  the BGoeeeefWl i 

p a r ty  t e  g iven  a  m a l l  bwok** &*w to  M e* *a h ie  *ay boa* a s  . 

p roo f o f  h i e  swoooaa, H* proceeds to  tb s  ro y a l v i l la g e  to  **p#*t 

anA 1# m t  M t b t b s  jo y fu l t r i l l i n g s  o f  th e  roman *bo* on bearing: 

tb *  born, a*#* In to  th e  oourtyard to  neleome him M th  dsnolng 

S teps o f  gladness* L ater th e  oaso w ill some before  th e  oonrt 

a&A th e  nnsaoeeeefnl p a rty  *111 be mage tog&y b i s  wager (somstimek 

a a t t l * ,  aoaett*** money)* tranaliy  th e  wnswaoessfM p a r t?  **%  ; 

p la in *  In  c o u rt th a t  tb* am sller-ou t made Gome mistak* 1* %#** 

t ie n ln g  tb*  tctem o Of was too  vague, ana demands to  go to  *%&* 

tb&r am aller^oet ^bet unlees th e  o f f i c i a l  w itness agrees w ith 

t h e i r  Statement# th e  g o w t g en era lly  accept# tb* y e ra la t*  

#8#ll#r***wt aaamtlm*# g re a tly  eaoaad th e  power# abldb 

ouatem tiio w a  to  them , Sbey browbeat c lien t# *  b e a t an* e th e r*  ; 

*&*# t i l * t f # a t  anyone they have sm elt out a* a  w iffb ##& # # * M  

#xe#lt#nt payments.- 1* @*e *#** tb* attendants of * s##&lef* . 
,#&% se ise d  tb*  eccused* pB&led o f f  a l l  b i s  c lo th e s  (s ltc h s#

* # w m ,  « •  * M 3 * » w w m  "  to  the w $  s f



0448 ag e in st h la  h* # 4  *  r#*  

4*001*8 *t*pe tberoopon ha *as *ra*r*a to  o l W  * t r e e  *#a f l y  
CJosip) 'SowO: Ilk® a w itohi Jte was baatao and h i a whole head 

#&e gbavaa* wbea he a@ke& fop h ie  o lo th es they mad# him pay 

ae  f o r  tb m  a&a not aat& efl** w ith th l* ,  o a t  o f f  4%* &** o f  %%# 

tfb#  8?*, %%&* 4**6 1* e*A#ptiaoai t a t  i l l a e t r a to a  th e  laogtha

$* i& lab * * * 9  em*Al*re*oGt * i l i  go. a*#* ao tlo a  le*  bo****^ 

eoaolh i#  o s ly  1* e s t ly la g  afeaa f a r  fro #  $h* sd a lB le tra tlv e  

8#otr@s * ?  tb& abropean f o r ,  g re a t thoogb h ie  power# b e , th e  

m e iw r - o u t  * preoario*# p ee itio n  i*  the  modere world

wbiob b&e deelare*  h i*  a e t iv l t l e a  i l le g a l*  se*a@ i0**iiy tb* 

teaholgRe o f  th e  em eller-oat l e  aire#te@ toward* prevoatiM g th e  

O onaaltah ta from giving him away to  the RM thorltl*#, * If yon 

aay 1%  a  l i a r * ,  declared one em eller-oat t o  th e  p a r t is * ,  'tab#  

back y e a r money end g* elsewhere* I  even challenge you to  tdk# 

a *  to  th e  Ear op# ana; they  w ill agree w ith a#  ee % have * llcen e#  
t*  d lv ln a t 

a&zmnt,,,of dootor%.

Smellera-oat are the wealthiest doctors, receiving anything 
fraa &1 to g? at a sitting. Many s e t  up temporary tillage#  
along the roads to  oateb eilonts ana one, living in  Pertugueaa 
##et Africa ha* a motor lorry for transporting client* from the 
Transvaal lowveid to  bln bom*, ever * distance of * hundred mil** 
Af mere. Bat tb* smeller-out, ilk* the cpwciaiiat in our own 
n&eletyjba* no p$f#*nal reiaSton* with his client* and the lovedu 
rely mostly upon the ordinary hono-dlviner* He receive* & fowl 
or # shilling for divination and perhaps, i f  ha i#  meroenary or



#t9*% # *  * f  # #  |

*M%&3w far #* tag,;* B#$ pmy@w%% for #*atJ
l##t* %* m*d* axay for MMa*#fui seme a*** th is l a  m*A* oW&f&y 

g# %###» 3&* fam ily  dao to r y au a iiy  reW irae  B otnu*  a t  am  j

i*  W l #  to a ll %a*r that la dfuRk in %b* family*
3&* m W *  o f  th e  payment* #&&a% th e  W t o r  *W@a no t ax&y 

* l t b  h is  own m * B 4 s  anh rdL atlva* W t a l t a  those w ab ar*  o f  

jiie  f& tle a ti*  fwd&y who kav* a a p y W  $ha ba*r* iad&aat&a M # 

f o r  raaeva# from p a r t ly  eoonomio oonoeptions suoh are*

The WaeMi&fowar i s  ah im portant psfson in  th e  so o le ty , #%  

Wesma* h i s ^ a o t i o e  hrlngs- him ###&#% hu ttbecm so  a l# s s e  &* 

a  sw atter eif evmr-preaont la te r s s t*  C erta in  ^ a i f f ia n l t !  # # » #  

s g r ra n t  sp e c ia l payment o th e r  than tw & tn e  h ea rt th e  a o r r e s t  

Share* f& r en ring  bamaimesB o r  ep ilepsy  I s  #  e r  A  *10. Bat 
in  p ra c tic e  ohargas vary  agoording tar Ida#, podkat o f  the p a tie n t  

ana personal r e la t io n s  between him and th e  aeotor^aad we hay# 

seen oeres fo r  barrenness f o r  wbloh only  tb* goat th a t  was k i l l e d  

sir b a e r  was given*

A p a tie n t  on recovery aboold n o t, sinless he wishes to  ftm  

th e  r i s k  o f a ro tn rn  o f h is  i l l  ness* shave h i s  b*a& before W * # *  

1%)$% b eer has baen taken to  h ie  aoctor^who w ill abeva th e  * W f  

o f  l l ln o s s  * (m erirl y ^n lw s^e) w ith  madloine and apart i t  in  *

* * t p leee  e r  hollow t r e e  w ith the  words* jalok#*** ramaln there** 

A m #  we haya esan many ease* in  whloh t h i s  r a l e  was e t r l o t l y  

sd&ered t o ,  I t  1* #a o ften  a s  not observed in  tb# W e*#*

Wloeo doetor* are nanally meree»s%y* rs^l^ing at goat fWr 
met #f their treatment* and fining patient* who shava thalr 
&*A# without pe#*l#8l@%* Thors is  ofton, however* eensidereble



b&oWfiRg A man may I n s i s t  # * #  h# has %&
**& #  h u t l a  t&* and th e  do# t* f * * * # ?  * w »

th e  #p&  M s *%f* k* b* h raa tah  f a r  hayfemeeB e#l<i &# had 

9* ae**y fe y  th e  g**% @*wwW by th e  doeter f a r  a** In  th» t r e a h  

#**&* l a  %p&t* @f th e  th fe e t*  a* th e  p a r t  ** th e  ^ a s e W #  

hpl*At t h a t  he T##%dWK dbsgwKKHk and th e  wayalmge o f  th e  a ttendah te  

t h a t  Begi m ight foe  h i*  ao tlo n  # e n  h ie  wife rem oW d onaored; he 

s te h t ly  h e ld  **$ a a t l l  th e  deetay w ith a  m aster-^troka W d*ttW ce 

e a t  th e  money y w  p lasad  lei yonr pookat whan yon l e f t  b@**+t 

Thaa* th in k in g 'M e  wife mast haye mentioned th in  to  som aht 

ha l a t e r  fonnd was q u ite  erroneona) he paid  ilia  to n  s h i l l in g s  

*- v lthew t a b laab  sit having H o d  so m an ifes tly .

A W t e r  never goes to  eon rt ahoat M s  f%*s h a t  sometimea la* 
th re a te n s  to  cover *p (he phsheleja) the  ho les nbero ho dug the 

medioines* t o  c a l l  hack i l ln e s s  a  pen th e  yo tien t*  loved# eti-* 

g a e tt*  demands t h a t ,  before prooeedlng to  another docto r shea th o  

m edlolnee o f  one have proved IneffGOtMsi, & man awmld aagpalat 

th e  docto r e l th  M s In ten tio n  (ha l* s la )+

3&* W v e #  d e s ire  f o r  ga iek  r e s a l t s  invo lves m ob m ik in g  

Obxmt th e  oonntryelda f r a *  one doctor t o  ano ther, * duty dayolvlgg 

18%**)* that f a th e r  o r  hnshand, s*m n o th e r  titan Mdowa *am@t #

It# d o n sn lt do o to rs . To *  aarap&an I t  may sound naive when #

*&a g iv e s  th e  I l ln e s s  d f  lilar baby a s  an exouse f o r  breaking #  

appointm ent o r  nogleotlng  im portant tasks#  But to  * $ev*d* t h i s  

I s  s e t  so# I t  1# considered  one o f  th e  most b inding  d u tie s  o f  

men end during our s ta y  th e  c h ie f  co u n c illo r  m issed what he Mm*/



3%

a l#pgrtant meatlpg of #&&#?# *&%& tb* ;
g*W #*lamr WS&#** M* fogy-rnQRtha-cia W y  w e m +  '

m&i&Z *a 4 i*laa#m  la  %# ##!*& %  t*  m&*?*tana. # *  
*Y*y*9* sarapw* aba plos M* #M& to % # 7*  *? the BW%9#ep* 
ha* %* %*?# !m*&@ae& #  tb* lf fum tioo than th* B*ttv* *&o 1&W- 
&y a#e*#* t&* T*f4i4t o f th* &****, Batb wr* %*»& tfW &t *F 
l# ; WLi*TF* # *  W.o$s easepka* Gar t&eir aoalaty* Kowovar tb*
Bat&fe Aaotof baa *a masy @#*r*a to  bia aroAlt tie tty* average 
aarspeaa aosten for *bo **# to ll *ltb **f a*#** of #rt*i*%  
tba part played, by %*%%?** ao* bo* far astur# eaeoeea* %* eplt*
*f* bow far by the *1* of* medical practices? The attitude # f  

the Levedo to th eir  physicians Is els*  sim ilar to ears* @feat 
** Is the tnflBBmoe of loveda aootors* they ere aevef tbooght t»  
b* in fa llib le*  yet ona does not eoBdema *11 aoctors beoaas* *%#
*f them ha* mads a mistake or Is not up to standard. Bar* are 
Natives she ar* seeptld* an* have l i t t le  faith la debtors* but 
sesptWsm w ill Barer prevent a man from fuifllllB& tb* eeolally 
*ajoln*d duty *f consulting doctors ***% hie *12* ar *blldf*a #?* 

Failure to do this soul* result in soouaatlons of ***%*# 
and might have serious social aoneequenoesf

AbMnM of a 3 =l»ntin= oott-oon, 66«wep, Mkas toe l.@w«i 
sraflaieue, enorttieti and easily iByMssea. Sofonla aala
suujeet of eotwersetloa for seeks Ka4 Seea hla awolUa legs toleti 
h* aWtoatea to the eatotoatlona of his step-sother, see a s w -

t h a s w  deeply t iv r w m *  «M» .  « »  * * ”***■
of her poasasoiw sp irit told hi® his atopaother had hewitohed 
hi®. W  »■)?===», «aertioai»S %e stole haais * f to la kind W 
s p ir it  posseasien iwwdiatei? aaapadta fraud$ the native* aeeep-

TV"'  ̂ — |



ebea@a#B*a, la a**ply AapfaAsaA that the *WL4

# m 0 m  M e  M ajpialeae* a # a  tb *  e v a D g a li#  B@*f th e  ra y # ! ; 

a*g&* t&ae* 1&Z& hae Wa W*W to shaking a**a haathaa m#**" 

t e l l a  $a a l l  » f  *  p ig  * i tb  W f  W y  two I t a

#&# *%&# we e&&t hy bia father - 1%* reality a ***** ?#**%* to 

f r i g h t s  *  %***& W o  ro ta p a ln g  to  her tm sbaaai

%* kapertaaae of mggestlon ana to *  jit my Ike o ses  hy #$* 

#$& la **11 iliastfafeg la the e&ee of simeoa, a wpr&ea maq of 

about Waty tbfeo, ea&catea la th* mission sohoo!* istalllg&at# 

awy&lwl end net asally impressed, Elo mothsr had gone to *
:

docto r to  'd iv in e  about h e r  home*, us many people do ayea whoa 

Bothlag I s  wrong* 1** ofdor to  %urd o f f  Impsadlng dangers, gh* : 

*a# to ld  a w itob had tatroduoed &n ob jeo t W o  the body * f  b * f aoajj 

he iwae Gougbing badly* ax* badly th a t  people would soon th in k  I t  

*«* ^Efe., th e  aomanfs d isease , bu t 11" be am # *Q th*  fe ilo v la g  

GBaday* tb* doetar would take out 1# eau#; of the t#uble*

Wb*8 h i s  a e th e r  meat lone a t h i s  to  gimooa he was su rp rised , fo r  *#  ; 

y e t  ho f e l t  no laoenvealssoe* As 8#a&ay drew n eare r lie begun to  ; 

f e # l  $11; be began t o  aoughand  his: b rea th in g  M grne dlfftoa& t* 

making him unable t o  walk f a s t  o r  rum. on Saturday n igh t he . 

aowghed a l l  th e  time end did  mot have @ wink o f  a&eep, At about 

& a#% kbla  mother to ld  him to  g a t  up ana aaoompumy her to  th e   ̂

dootep and %b*n be  begged to  bo allowed to  l i e  & l i t t l e  longer*

*h* rafuaod* sayimg* *De you wm t me to  lo se  you? feop le  a re  

a lre ad y  eaying you have aer$u* Ike  journey o f  fo n r m ilks m b  to  

8$a*im * t e r r i b le  o rd ea l; he f e l t  b* oan ld  h a rd ly  walk amA m & *



a f f lv * .  aan fls*  tb@y afriya* a% th e  village p f  #&  

traa t#&  him w ith  w a t lp s  Whlph affordad iam#41at# P*ll#f* 

#*.%&&# * #9* daya the  qaqgh bad dlsappQamd and simaon w#a f i t  
#884*9 8o##*

#»f# i s  no 4l#AP-0#t dlstiM tion between doctor end witob.
A d9@$or may be a vitob like anyone else &̂nd @&8e* jit is  tbs busl- 
*W# Of dootors to ooontaradt the evil of wit#B* lit i s  believed 
they most kb@# a good deal abont the eubjegt. fbrtbermore* 
dootors amst be able to protect themselves against aitohes) they 
*fix* tbeir bodies os oh year against enemies and many boast abont 
having sent lightning to ttry* (two legs) other dootofs, an action 
that mould be considered witchcraft In an ordinary man. , The 
blame f o r  'killing medicines' obtained from a doctor a ttac h es  to  

the client who osed them, not the doctor who supplied them, unless 
It can bo shown that the doctor was In league with his client 
to k ill it comon enemy. There have in our exparlew# been oases 
la  Which doctors have been accusM of witohcraft end found guilty  
but on the wholê  i t  la not ip ' * latereet of doctors to a#a 
tbA irm aiot& oeaW Bfttbepybiie. Booerfoi doctors giro too 
gfoetiy feared even to be aocusad of witchcraft"

though #er# are oases* more particularly in the towns, where 
doctors carry on thoir profbesion as a money-making business and 
mao the same madicWs for every oancaivWhis kind of complaint* 
twada dccters as a class are not charlatans or dcpas* Tbs majc*' 
rity  of them arc as convinced of their posers and as camcat lA 
their work as arc knropecn doctors. Tbs office of the I<n»dn 
doctor 1* both important and honourable* f or he Is the guardlen of
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1 nieaSIBR WOBagtP.

HaWa sp ir its an« hero-soas itave no plane In the Krvelu

seism s o f  tb ln g e . m e re  I s ,  hoaever, W a s S S B ttho ore<lt° ,‘’ 1$ie 
»e«e e l l  tM.nBs ,  ln cm o ln E men, an« l e f t  h ie  feo * p rtn ts  on c e r ta in  

rock - in  th e  no rth  chan they  were new an a s o f t .  Bat no one hr,owe 

what hag happened to  him and no one ever th ih ta  e #  him. m  

term U  sometimes ased in s tead  o f m s s m  r ”p tllU
i s  aae to  C h ris tian  infinenoe i s  d i f f io a l t  to  t e l l .  The heathen 

maos th e  word maimo in  various con tex ts t to  a  barren  woman who 

complains th a t  she has no ch ild ren  people w ill say in  *  commiser­

a t in g  voice ■«  modlmo"-  i t  i s  god. o r  f a t e ,  nothing can he donas 

a  man may p o in t to  a scored head o r sh rine  and say , ,'ae B S B  

■ em a . ( i t  U  W  « • « «  the « f  t h .  fo u r sacred  drams i s

r e fe r r e d  to  ae mdlmo and th e  to m  i s  e x ten siv e ly  need a s  th e  

c to g u ia r  o f vadlmo o r aedlmg (an ces tra l s p i r i t s ) .  Bat when th in -  

Slng in  term s o f  th e  C reator o r  f i r s t  can so , the  heathen u s e s  

e ^ — m . thongh he w ill  when ashed say th a t  iS M -S S  i»  ■ « & * •  .
th e  g o e s  whom th e  to w  da worship are t h e i r  an cesto rs , daoaased -

f a th e r s  and mothers Who Board t h e  in  death ns they  did in  M » .  

gash  fam ily  has i t s  own anoesto rs, and r e l tg ld o s  ohsertenoes e re  

thne  p e c u lia r ly  a fam ily concern, s ince  the ancesto rs o f  th e  

^ e n  are ab le  to  withhold W in  end th e  whole t r i b e  i s  a ffe c te d  

«  th e r e  i s  drought, people a re  in  th in  re sp ec t dependent upon the  

ro y a l  a n c h o r s ,  t o t  only the  descendants o f th o se  ancesto rs  can

\

L



f la c a t#  them,

a ttr ib u tes  o f $b# anoastors,

% # @&trlb#t*a o f  &oo#Bt@rp ar#  ***%**#» %Wy #r# og#** 

#$*%#*$ protaotof** no barm eaa bafaU  og» em eus they  a re  negh- 

l * a t f u l .  %&$##*, mlgbty aa they  ape* waa n e ith e r  e n te r  the 

v i l la g e  n o r eaaae siekneBs e ith o u t th e  aenalvaaee o f  th e  awaeatere; 

Mm## th e  preoeaur# l a  a iv ln a tlo n  even l a  th e  e ie a r s e t  eaee o f 

T#f%eh@faf%+ o f  eaq a lriag  whether th e  a p ir l te  abouid he plaoatedU 

Dl*#*#e oanaot e a te r  no r epidemics break o a t i f  on ly  the  ono#store 

ape va tob fb l aeowgb ana weHHHepoeea* Again and again (m a fia d *  

tb la  idea  exppeaeed in  prayers* fproteot n e  from th e  danger* o f  

n ig h t and day. Bo n e t npen fo r  a s  v lnd  (epldemioe) thus i s t t i n g  

th e  v lto h es  f in is h  *a o ff ,*  sa id  an o f f l e l a to r  pouring a l ib a t io n  

f o r  a. slok child* (La re  th iv a le  awa Vusiu le  ana m atsla ra . t e  

khl re  tm le la  uhefo v a lo i m  re  f e S & Y *. And th e  queen in  a p rayer 

a t  h e r  h a rv est ceremony put i t  even more p o s i t iv e ly ;  *A* regards 

l i f e *  *a have been very v e i l  bu t now we a re  being  k l l l e l  by t h a t  

epidemic wbiob you have allowed to  oome*, r e fe r r in g  to  ssallpO x 

(Ha nbela r e  w* r e  kha ubela r#  di*o VOlawa a* awikbuva a * a n b * )B& 

van* ve i s  r e  nbuledEbo), There can bo no suocass w ithout tb s  

oo*ep#ratlon o f  th e  en o esto rs . msdiolx* eannot he lp  nor dootor# 

h e a l i f  th e  aneesto ra  a re  no t w ith one* A l e  idea# rem W eeeu t 

o f  cu r *By th e  w in  o f  god* I s  expraeaed in  the  phpu^# #  

n o t #ay our doctor (w il l  h e a l ) ,  we say our doctor and the  enoesto rs 

(A #  r e  gasa heso i raT^ama heeu l e  vmdlme). I t  appease e iw  in  

a  p rsy s r  w# heard  on b e h a lf  o f  an absen t eon working in  town# when 

a  geat#  ded leated  to  h ie  grandmother (fa ther**  mother) who had



r

r

#**# Mm D9 0  yaaf*  W e M *  was being gl?en th e  **# eor&;

,*#»*% 1* 46* #&1** her# be la# Rotber, ** a *  that you l e t  MR
1* happy ao* *@*1 (give him health) * le ii  a il the other aptflta 

# lr i t a  RAhtWea), *86 we who femalB* %  ag% %g %Wg

with the j myaBG * sk- wo mma-we. Re re  * thakhalo

m  phsgo» . . l e  Bhmamems gaaoga VD-8e6eBa l e  «

yena va ra hadeho re re khllo khesu 1* vadimo)«
In  V ie# o f  th is  eVer-watohful p ro tec tio *  o f  th e  aeaeet& ra, 

th a  phrase foadimo la la n e  ( s p i r i t* , .s le e p )  which rouods o f f  a*

Reay p rayer* , and th e  oonstant fe a r  o f waking op (bh dghea) th*  

*no**tore, oaqslhg them to  's ta n d ' (ho emaj and oa**e teo h h l* , 

appear •ht f ir s t as a peetiliar eoatradietion. i t  is  as thoagb 
people do a o t wish their gods to  bo watchful • ihs use 

tom 1*1* here i s ,  however, idlom atlo expressing  peso*, th ings 

being  as th ey  should bo, a* in  the  phra**, ^a* & m al,ap} A ago l a  

1 *1 *  (th e re  was o rd er; th* country sb e p t) , implying th a t  a l l  wag 

well and th e  rains had been good; while to „djgasa in t h i s  sens© 
moan* s t i r r in g  to  anger ra th e r  than waking up from bleep* %  

p reven t anoeetor* from being too  quiokiy s t i r r e d  np^oharma o f  

fo rg e tfu l  ness fw nleraia) are need in libations and in  shrinea*

anoestors are responsible for the fertility  of th* or ope, 
Tmo* nothing oould grow withont rain, for which the #**n in 
responsible and which royal anoastors only have the power of with* 
holding; farther, differences in th© harvest between one are*
*ad another are often attributed to fight© between the wltohee of 
th* two areas and even dlffOrenoaa in yield between one Ran?* 
filed and his neighbour^ may be due to witchcraft. %*t one

“n l  ttoael1L
\
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a s  i -

*y# a*  e#*&8& r i t e *  #& p g tb *  I t  &# a&gp&»

##*@& *Wk # *  *30# W l# * * *  aataiwrsraRRMt 1# tb#  ;

#?  W a r  mat# @f .#*#& ye#?*-* m *  s e r a  &a v illa g e *  i&#r# 

#W»f# #** # f  d#&l@a&#3 #&imaia* A man pwa&as a  1 & W W

f a r  at a lok  iskdiam $#&* %* h i#  % *#*#  f o r  w r  *#*&%&$ *@lv* ** 

wma; # w #  #  #@9#* 1 s t  **  *31*** y#ap» %gr #** yes m tw ia g  *$

3 #  th a t  *han *@ p lw g h  we r e tu rn  ampty-baoded?* (&# m  f#  

v® m  jgla $ema m  w y *  nao. La a im  m  bu r s  #lmm m  go fmm t:m& 

r a  9Ava *h#a aoy#** d ie*  th e re  l e  theegbt to  && Bf aPT

th a t  the  f e r t i l i t y  e f t b *  o ro p B # !!!  depart * i th  &%% * f  B#p*

8$#e# ebaa a @f $*ea* o f  every k W  l e  p lea*# la  th* gfaV* 

to g a tb e r  #lt&  at fiyebnm a ao& eslab td h  o f  w ater f o r  W  
d#m* o f  th e  eee&e are so a tto ro d  over th e  body w ith  *orda s*6b @& 

the** eblob we beard  a t  an m etaai W rW ,#  *D& met d&part e l th  *1% 

th *  oer» and sesde and k i l l  peopls* i s  water* Sfew win.

t r a v e l  d rink ing  where yon (pa* and th e re  a re  ee#de% y** *#& 
th e*  *h*% i t  it* spring* B»f*» to o , l a  f i r e  19* k W l e  *&*ra yo% 

@p» * & e khl r a  dahgle l e  ast&Lo 1* dlbaa gamea*: 1* W J p e u  

w niaele  vatho* .. Waaal m  ao , 1# &o no #:da l e  k h i_n * a a ^ l8 _ y # o i  . 

1# diben ae ^e»& l e  no baeba we he kh l lew uh ilo i l e  m ullo # #  

l a  de  h a ia ia  ao  1* ra h o ) . V*ry o ften  th e  g ra in  Wloaglwg lie W  

daeeaaed l a  t r e a te d  w ith medio in* in  o rd e r th a t  i t  rwaaln 

fw rtii# *
Atoy* a ll , however, the aneestorw complain* a f#et whleh lie*  

at the heal* o f  ZAWhdn religion, f o r  hy far the greater proportion 
# f  reilgionw rite* ere those porforaed in respona* to anooatral 
oon#*lnt** On# might a t fir s t tbi*@t it  etrang# that the god*,
i n  l i f e  In death  be
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:
#  3Li#bm #  W B #  t w y  ki#* . .  _

W  % «)f l*VDi *b#m K&siiu*8 g p # a w w y  M  m*a#

Wm m i  w a a w  » i a  W ,  W.# m $ M r

wmWy M # Mm. # *  **# Aw#ye #  A»»* * f

Wm»* B #  AWL##y I t  1* 1% th e  o f  onooBtof# to  oompiaM;

a s  # »  & *##* #LfMe i t#  'When yBBpl# dleep* I . e . ,  are  Aeea* they  

6*dk& to  00B#&$m* (5* -W ho im  hh l W o  foao ^  # m * g *  ho 

AROWom hy t h e i r  eaq&a&ata # u e *  UlMeoo) # w  * Mby 

oyloa a l l  gay I t  1* very  o ften  baoansa oh anoeetor l a  ylnoMng 

WA ***#*## ho oah ts th e  oh llg  to  beer h ie  name; sore # * # # .* #  

fre q o o o tly  oeoeea by enoostore and oorog by being * a # e g  in  w ater 

Oont&Wng an o ea tra l beedo; i t  i*  enceators who somotlmoo *hol*f 

th e  woman ekporienoing g i f f l e o l t  ohllO birth^ sometimoe* W t f a r  

1 ### than  ompM* th e  %oni$ th e i r  oaRoe greeme* W "

frlo n g »  8 e l  te r*  oomihg to  eaok «ork in  JphaBnadbwg dreamt A ietor^

bihg dreams of hie do** father who appeared to say that he warn 
needed &t home* #  thoraapon re tw rm d  home ehd* when he arrived^ 

hie mother took him to a #&*tof who# hone# AeoiareA that th# dead 
father wee annoyed at not having been told o f the gmarwy to tow  
end had to  bo appealed by the ob*e% r i # *  Walter'a  oaoe wee

o le a r ly  one o f  f r u s t r a t io n ,  He wee h u t had f a i le d

hie toaoher's emmlnation and f e l t  doubly thwarted: be had great 
ambitioee of reforming the political eyatem of the tribe* #**  
Wioh hie aduoatio# had divoroed him* and in town ha w e dlaesti#- 
fiad that poking #aa open to him but th# unskilled wofk of hi#
wwduoated ow Q iatrlo ta ,

A# anoestor may owplalh about the way he has beau hurled*



1# i

I f  &** <&*# %#**; w&y a**#** it* is# 2%r#mg&* & # #  :

WW& 3)1 # %*mR*Ay 3*1 *#*&*#* tb* aagloatloa @f # ***#

*r $##tg $ gpa# 1* kllla* *#d #&$*&* &te %#*$# being Ww&## ## 
% #9gb *% * * #  *  P*r*ea* &*$ W *  fbrlnglng bo**? W *3* i*e  &*

1% # # *  th e  Keklng Of *  x W W , 4p#Li** @alf it* W e *  dly&afc a* m 

#*#*#** **& A #* B#t reeemble th e  fbpinglBg home* Of th *  893*) 

#0**1* whom lit i n  p a r t  Of death cerem onial. * t  t l# * a  th*  # #

*#*%&aln o f  a e # * # *  y e t th $  Ngqnl»/tM y never * % # * ln

Of %#!%% hnngrg* nor are  th e  gods sa id  to drink the  l i ’batlon o f  

even I t*  s p ir i t* * !  aoan tarpart*  b u t are m erely pleased to  he # # n  

th e i r  dne»
In  th e  m ajo rity  o f casea . however, mo d e f in ite  reason f&y th e  

oomplAint i s  e i th e r  given o r  req u ired ; end fraqoon tly  ho apodigl 

s p i r i t  1* mentioned. I t  1* enough to  %ao* th a t  I t  i#  *8***t*f* 

aasa lag  th e  tro u b le  and what r i t e  I s  neoasaary t*  z&*e*t* th e  god*. 

B?oo com plaints o f nag leat ar*  u su a lly  put p o sitiv e ly *  ?H* #o*r 

p la in s  th a t  you should give him (h is  sh rin e ) a lib a tio n ?  (0 veimBla 

hops l *  fe  thueula y& M e )» I t  1* the p r d d t lW  a*pe*t * f  *&%- 

g lo a  t h a t  1* 03? import**** t*  tb* in * * # #  th e  #*& n a tu re  o f  tb*  

a n c e s tra l  oom plalnt being o f  l i t t l e  in te re s t^ a n d  eeoh r i t e  has a 

*© rtaitt d e f in ite  end# Moreover# th e re  %& no 8U*h th in g  ah 

tine: sooura because you heC** done a l l  th a t  i s  n e* * ss# y  fey  the  
go**; o ften  the  most p u n a tllio n s  devotees ar*  the  people who »r# 

most, tro tth led  by th e  gods* as tn a r*  i s  ed-ways so®© * n # * # y  who 

aaa  4 a%8 * tro u b le  I t  1# b e s t to  w ait and *$$ * W  1* wsntad* 

Further* th e  ancesto rs s r*  wayward; th e re  i s  no WiowtDg *b&t 

may d e s ir e , Mamfeeull asked to  be buried  a t  Sekhots b u t  a f t e r  h is



death aawaed Siam ese* saying* *w%y aid y@8 bury ** 1* th e  Y A lsy  

i& th e  s e a  ( iae te ad  o f  i a  tM  a a s a s tra l  grev#)? sad  * b W k  # # * #  

bed t s  be s& Qrifleaa ea M s  grave* s im ila r ly  Mologwane* b ro ther . 

9#  tb *  gee#** who i s  l # 8 t  beuame * G b iie tia s  a s  h i*  d s a th -W , 

w ithheld  y a ls  i s  1938 baam ee they  bad burled  him l a  & 5 h fia tl* a  

eemetery* Though anoestore o f te n  requ ire  bead# to  b# worn by 
g e r ta ls  people* to  n ear Suoh beads w ithout baying bees td id  to  do 

so i s  no su re ty  ag a in st oompialhts* The gods might then  0 ^mble . 

th a t  you are  despising them by wearing t h e i r  beads w ithout th e i r  ;

perm ission &
% t  one i s  to  judge by the  means employed to  p la sa ts  oom plain-: 

to #  anoesto r# , t h e i r  main d e s ire s  appear to  be th a t th ey  should 

be remembered! they want t h e i r  beads worn, t h e i r  name revived#, 

a goat ded icated  to  them and o a lled  by th e i r  name, in  pdurhg & 

l ib a t io n ,  an o f f ie ia to r  mentioned* %ere are your jKL^ngg la  (beads) 

w* s t i l l  have them, Fhedola* (Tbuaala jehu ae 3*1 P@ %&#** m j&# 

len a  fh ad o ia ) .  Ancestors have an Implacable desire  to  a s s a r t  

t h e i r  l i f e *  They a lso  l ik e  to  be to ld  things* ju s t a s do l iv in g  

r e la t iv e a ,  they  want to  know about c a t t l e  th a t Oome and go and 

journeys to  be *naer*aR*n. I t  must n o t ,  however* b& thought th a t  

Steps are taken to  comply with such desire#  to  fetlp the  s p ir i t#  

s a t i s f ie d :  people on ly  t e l l  the an cesto r, o f  a  m erries* i f  th e re  

has been i l ln e s s  in  the  home and a  man poors a l ib a t io n  before 

undertak ing  a journey only I f  he expects tro u b le . I t  i s  usual* 

however, t o  ensure good lea k  before s e t t in g  out with k h lru l & 

b eer (beer c a r r ie d  to  r s ls t iv e s - io - ia #  o r  f r ie n d s ) .b y  pouring @ 

l i t t l e  on th e  ground fo r  th e  sp ir it# *  R elig ious r i t e #  smoag 

tb*  te v td u  tend* th en , to  b* addressed to  those s p i r i t s  th a t  cause
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Bay be RO jfidWM; &% #11*
SaosseA mhrlR## and # d iaat#d salmalsj_

O artsla ola jsota  Khlsh » r *  onoe In t w  possession or tee  smsh 

rtors ore  USOO in  r e lig io n s  ooremonloi sn4 sr . » o n # *  t* M ss  
sp ecia l posers o f  protection ac« healing. » e e e  oSJcots^oasief- 

tle® o f  ancient Cocas o f  g loss or isatiw-sorkea iron or oopysr, 

n a t i v e -wrought ossoga is . hoes, axes, iron rods with spited heodo,. 

arc handed down in  t w  family and carefu lly  cherished. But the . 

Vends custom o f forging special assegais for each ancestor if, m -  

Known. Sacred objects are called  dithnfijla. *Wm dittaRaia 

arc wought out in  the preeonoo o f  a young ch ild  who has not seen 

thorn before, a l i t t l e  ash or earth is always smeared ™der each 

eye, lo s t  i t  teoome b lind . Very often when •  woman leaves to  be 

married, she i s  given a few o f too fam ily beads to  trite with ter
V

gQT U36 Wtl@R ShS H I  *
i l ln e s s  caused by on ancestor con generally be ® r«4  by a 

Oeretaony Known os tejshoeat a mixture o f  water end oleusino th at ;

tea  bean ground i s  poured over beads or other tbafflla. 8 ” ;
t t e  prosonoe o f  the patient while a prayer -scolding' too teoostor; 

&nd a s k in g  fo r  health , i s  made, f t e  beads are m en worn by the 

patient u n til  he recovers. After iS L ffite  on beads ® r « y = »  .

: rr
bone t t e t  was b is  i W e r ' s .  M  g ets  i l l  or d r e w  « 0 h  o f  dead 
usob ie . I t  i s  association  with the suoeators, not anything -»>-
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W m a t i a  t&*a@ ob)e*t*  th a t  give a them p9##r#* ib rw *  W #  
$*&B #*## am 0 1 4  Boor gw* tb * t  ha* to  #B *BO*#tar &#l*g

hrohght o a t  *# a  thago le  a t  an o ffo r in g . l e t  f o r  *  oher* to  b*# 

i t  i »  a e t  e e e e n tia l th a t  i t  dhohld hat* been in  th e  *@*a**#leo 

e&tbAf *? th e  oomplaihing anoestor h im self # r  him fam ily , 39#*- 

tlmrnm th e  go4$$ through th e  d ioa , mention be*Sa o f  o th er ohjoetm 

not %ao*# in  th e  fam ily  a t  a l l ,  i t  1* them oonoiudoa th a t  tb#y 

have heen lo a t  and stop# a re  ta&mn to  procure them from someone 

Ola* o r  from the quean *bo has many. # o r t h i s  porpoee r e a l  o ld  

Sotiio heads o r iro n  implements must he ob tained . %en th ey  phas 

w ith  such a charm, they  say, *We a rc  rep lac ing  th e  lo o t head (Qk 
a* muruaa *o), Family beads used in  the  our* o f & s ick

person a re  u su a lly  re tu rn ed  to  th e i r  keeper on the  recovery o f  tbi 

p a t ie n t .  People have g rea t f a i t h  in  th e  healing  posers Of these  

sacred o b jec ts . P h i l ip ,  a  C h ris tia n , say s there  1* 8* deebt 

th a t they  do cu re ; on ly , sinee no dead parson eould aura the  

liv in g *  i t  must be God s o r t in g  through th e  d ithugu la .

O ffe rings may be poured on the ground o f on tbnau la  ebje&S*. 

Sometimes, however, th e  ancestors desihe a  sh rin e  or a dodieaied 

anim al. The queen h e r s e l f  and some o th e rs  have a dedloated M ad 

o f  c a t t l e ,  male o r  j&mala aooordlng to  th e  s p i r i t  rep resen ted ; 

# f e s  fa m ilie s  have a  obeop while th e  m ajo rity  have goate ,

Fowls a re  n e ith e r  dedicated to , nor k i l le d  fo r ,„ th e  gods, But 

w* have on* in stan ce  o f a dedicated snake, th a t  in  the R&lola 

fam ily* to  which In  1939* .a t  t h e i r  b u r ia l  ground* in  the depth* 

o f  th e  fo re s t  l ib a t io n s  ear* o ffered  when th e  y y ^ l ,  I n i t ia t io n  

f o r  g i r l s  bagpn in  th a t  d i s t r i c t ;  the  conception i s  wholly a l ia *  

to  th e  loved** though tb*  Rolele h e #  so long b**B binked w ith , 
a* to  be in d is tin su ia h ab le  from, them; and the onoka, so ld  to
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#&le%L** 1* aeso ribaa  as I lk *  th a t  dreaded, m onster, th e  t##xHta&a 

s&wdwft* *bloh la  o ften  tbaa&ht o f  as a  mamba b o t e tr ik e a  

? th#  omen I t  1m. SB* »** o f  tbaa* d lf fe ra n t animal* l a  t r a -  , 

d l t lo n a i  in# ana bears  no r e la t io n  to  the  w ealth of* tn e  fam lloa 

*0*a*rR»df SOB* have a  dedloated  animal, o ther#  merely * Shrine* 

a h lle  many have b o th , The dedicated animal re o s lt* *  th e  name Of 

an snsasto f*  f a th e r  e r  g randfa ther in  the  ease o f  th e  head o f  *  

l in e a g e , o r  o f any oompialning s p i r i t  t h a t  has demanded s o #  

thhgola  (a s  seen in  the d ice) 5 and I t  i s  b e llo w s  th a t h is  s p ir i  ; 

(moya) has entered in to  i t ,  some dedloated anim als a re  o rad lted  , 

w ith  abnormal posers} M amujajl'a a g ita tio n  one day while being 

d riv en  to  th e  dip c o rre c tly  presqged unpleasantness with the  Sip— 

inapeo to r; Malegudu i s  the f ie r o e s t  b u ll  in  th e  land  I lk *  th e  

w arrio r whom he re p re se n ts . Though some people unoerOsonlsuSly 

pour beer o ffe r in g s  down the th ro a t  o f dedicated animal** i t  i s  

gene r a l l y  claimed t h a t  um ike  o rd inary  animals they  re a d ily  drink , 

beer*  But in  f a c t  a good deal o f  coaxing I s  genera lly  necessary  : 

and o ften  m ealid is a W s  are p laced  over th# b e e r , in  190$ *hen . 

Malegudu* o a lla d  flrom the hard  to  drink  the  h a rv e s t b e a r ,  ram&iha* 

immoyablo, everyone was a f ra id  to  approach him; but I t  Was con­

s id e re d  s u f f ia ia n t  to  throw th e  beer over him from a  d is tan ce  so L 

th a t  by l ic k in g  h im self he might partake o f the o ffe rin g s  D#- 

d io c ted  anim als n eee r pass a# marriage c a t t l e  and can never b* 

so ld , b u t  I t  sometimes happens th a t  they  a re  sdinad by th e  SOr- 

cpean a u th o r i t ie s  in  execution of a debt* When a dedicated
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&* tb a t  I t  a&ot&d n e t  a i*  & %*tur#i 4@#tb* W t ## kaow

Qf many cases In which auoh anim als haw  d ied » Dldl l o s t  two 

bo##m  In sucossslOh* Whon the  f i r s t  died* I t  was 

aa ld  th e  s p i r i t  d id  no t l ik e  th e  o f f lo ls to r  who bad 'placed* him,

so the next was 'placed* by someone else* But when i t ,  to o , died 

D idi decided merely to  keep a horn o f  th e  dead beast as h is  tto g u -

1* .
S hrines, which are  to  be found generally  on th e  le ft-h an d  

s id e  o f the  entrance to  the  sleep ing  h u t o f th e  c h ie f  w ife , vary  

in  appearance and contents* A shrine may co n s is t of a  sm all 

mound o f  e a r th  contain ing  the bones o f  a s a c r i f i c i a l  80air» i t  ©ay 

be a  sacred p lan t o r  t r e e ,  u su a lly  (Sypoxis y i l lc s a ^

or  leome fHaemanthus sp») and ^  ©ay h©

a black  r iv e r  stone , a long s t i c k  o f  m W S  *?*» * P**** 
a  c e r ta in  kind o f an t heap (khlthonU ,. The queen 's own shrln*  I s  

* mound under which are bu ried  the bones of a  goat b lsughtafed 

some twenty y e a rs  ego when i t  wan se t u p . K ash ish im all's  sh rine

c o n ta in s  no bones bu t c o n s is ts  o f a ^iHSZSBS. 8
gtone, both v is ib le  above ground. B am atltl has th re e  sh rin e s  and 

one dedicated g o a t, a l l  o f  which have a risen  ou t o f i l l n e s s  caused 

by a n c e s tra l  complaints* Of the f i r s t*  the  sh rine  o f  h i s  f a th e r , 

no thing i s  v is ib le  above ground; i t  c o n s is ts  o f a burled  piece 

* f  antheap (used in stead  o f a goat because B a m a tltl .Is  no t the 

c h ie f  son who should have th e  dedicated animal) and a b lack  riy e*  

stone  Which keeps th e  s p i r i t  coo l and appeased (ly in g  down), as

w ell a s  th re e  p lan t substances, ©ESSES* )
and v n iev a ia .  which a re  p laced  la  most sh rin e s  to  mdk* th e  anoos-
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to r s  forget** The shriaa* fo r  h is  wms&et* Sir at ;

' %****, a rW a a tL y  they  ae& le& t# it llv * »  femal# goat to  h i*

mothar* k t l l lh g  another fo r  h e r sh rin e ; l a t e r  *&aa the  W le a te a  

g o a t died* I t  a honest to o  were bu rled  in  th e  shrine* The W f 4  ; 

earlD* re p re se n ts  h i3 m o th e r^  b ro th e r , who I s  a lso  h is  *!&&** 

f a th e r  (sine* he m arried b is  oroGs-oousln); i t  oon tsins th e  hones 

a%4 b*#& of & slaugh tered  g o a t. % the  mother** tro th * ?  1* 4 * - 

& i*at*a a lso  a gha t, wbloh i s  s t i l l  d llv * . 

a a i le io u s  o f f io le to rB ..
The o f f lo la to r  in  a l l  im portant re l ig io n s  r i t e s  the  th e  3dbgug& 

th e  fa th e r* *  e l t e s t  s i s t e r  o r I f  she be dead, h e r  Bleoe* th e  *14e$ 

d h lld  o f  her b ro th e r . A s i s t e r  has a very sp e c ia l p o sitio n  in  

lovedu so e la l l i f e .  Rot only I s  the e ld e s t s i s t e r  the p r ie s te s s  

in  th*  fam ily , bat th e  s i s t e r  shese o a t t le  hay* made a man** 8 * r -  

f la g s  p o ss ib le  has e g re a t deal o f tnfloenoe In b is  hohsabdLd,. 

w ith  power even to  cause i l ln e s s  i f  she has & complaining h e a r t ,  

on the  death of the f a th e r , to o ,  i t  i s  the e ld e s t  s i s te r  who, to — 

g a th er w ith the  fa th e r* *  b ro th e r , i f  be bo a live*  divide* *Kt th e  

in h e rita n c e , and* a t  the  only in s ta l la t io n  o f  a  d i s t r i c t  b**4 

** were ab le  to  #ltna*a* th e  emblem* o f o f f ic e  ear* handed over 

to  th e  young be*rf* s l a t e r  fo r  him thosgb be ws* a lready  i n  h i*  

tw e n tie s . Bat men may also  perform re lig io n s  ceremonies* i f  : 

f o r  example, th e  fa th e r* *  s i s t e r  l e  too o ld  to  walk @ long dietaag: 

t*  perform a  ceremony* ah* may send her eoa to  do i t  on h e r be* 

h a l f .  Moreover* e sp e c ia lly  1* l ib a t io n *  to  eur* n in e * * ,*  %** 

may b* poin ted  c a t  by th e  bones to  o f f ic ia te .  B*t fo r  the 

* 0 8 * * 1  h a rv est o ffe r in g  i t  i s  th e  &hagi who sboald  o f f ic ia te  and 

e* have eh  such oooaeion* never aeon * man pouring th e  boar
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tbeggb ** &**e beard  th a t  i t  may happen^

L ib a tio n s ,
I #  th e  a e to s l  #6#kiB& re iig io B  o f  tb#  Lqwaa* tb e  aemmoaeat 

*a& moat oonopiovoQe r i t e  i s  bo phasa# eo n sis tip g  o f  a  prayaf 

and tb s  pouring on to  the  e a r th  or on some thosu la  ob jec t o f a 

m lxtaf*  o f  ground, sprontod g ra in  and water* a  mixtnre *aLUn#;lU 

r a f s r r s d  t o  aa m ataaw & leseia (the r ln s e r  o f  tb *  winnowing baekef). 

In  case  o f  I l ln e s s  t h i s  in  done in  tb s  prseenoe am  a l ly  o f  tb s  

s lo k  person^and where beads have been p h a sa 'd on they  may be 

ti6<% round th e  neOk o f  the p a tie n t w ith  th e  worde, 'Give her 

h e a lth * . More r a r e ly  ha obaea ie  m erely s p i t t in g  out water In 

th e  courtyard  to  th e  accompaniment o f such p rayer. There ie  no 

form ulated d is t in c t io n  in  p r in c ip le  between tb* two form#; tb s  

lovedu say th a t  th e  d ice  decide which i s  to  be need. found 

w ater sq u ir ted ; in  i l ln e s s  caused by complaints o f th e  H ying ; 

in  some ocsos o f d i f f i c u l t  b i r th ;  where in  the in i t i a t io n  o f  * 

possessed  woman the  s p i r i t  was begged to  m anifest i t s e l f ;  and 1# 

one excep tional in stance  o f" sq u ir tin g  water on the  face o f a  

corpse addressed In  p rayer before i t  was buried  (u su a lly  th e  

corpse i s  merely addressed when the g ra in s  are put In the g rave)* 

%he e ff ic a c y  o f ha phase which i s  a lso  used m agically to  render 

w itc h c ra ft in e f fe c tu a l ,  appears to  l i e  In i t s  »cooling* e f f e c t .

Bu ubass i s  performed in  connection with a la rge  number o f ***** . 

o f  i l l n e s s  and bad luck end i s  th e  recognised approach in  asking 

f o r  b le ss in g s  on a journey o r an undertak ing . Hardly & week

pasaes w ithou t someone in  tb s  neighbourhood having to  8%*

g en era lly  th e  prayer in  thee*  oases ta k e s  th e  form o f  * *s**ldf zi8 

wohaaai in  which the  s p i r i t s  a rc  sdked *by t W  *?* csbs&aB
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aad t o l a  be e a tie f l# * . One does n o t A a a #  a l t h e #  | 

a ls o  n sin g  ebam s 1% # *  m ixture to  ***# tne  s p i r i t s  few est *oa 

t b s  o lf lQ ia to r  may b@ male o r  female* ebaaaoover tb s  e ls e  kave 

AaeiaateA, R ita s  o f  thanksg iv ing , except fo r  th e  w stom sry 

h a rv e s t te a r*  are  almdrnt ohknown. ** seme upon such a  ?14a **&/ 

**4$ $b*a th e  haohelar b ro th er o f  H adlnjl re ta ra e *  home a f te r  an 

absence In  town o f  t h i r t y  years and *h* performed bu phase* l a  

th e  presence # f  the  family* sayings * S p ir i ts  o f  Hawftettli* t h i s  

l a  one o f  yonr fow ls. 3* thought he was l o s t ;  now b# in  - ; 

Seep him as you have kept the r e s t  o f  u s .  I f  he goes away, l e t  •-. 

him soon remember and. long fo r  h is  home.* Ihere are no re lig io u s  

r i t e s  connected, w ith b i r th ,  i n i t i a t i o n  o r death , although before 

circum cision  and before  the "w a ll  g ir ls *  in i t i a t io n  I t  I s  n»d#8*» 

* ry  f o r  the d ie  r i o t  head holding the  ceremony to  l e t  th e  aaa#&^ 

to r s  know and ob tain  th e i r  b le s s in g s .
3%@ only regular offering Is the annual harvaat beef #**& 

to  dedicated anim als and shrines , though even t h i s  may be nag— ; 
laot&d' tb* village may be moved without the shrine* of ta# \ 
dedicated animal die without being replaced, 8* ourselves 
neesed the setting up of * shrine and dedicated #he&p after 
twenty yaara neglect in the chief house of sedan*. Tha harveat ; 
offering is  much more formal than ordinary rites of bu pbcea* i t   ̂
may take plso* any time between July and November, for them le  
hers no rule that the queen should take precedence, Tbs o ff l-  
clatcr is , Where possibls* a woman, the ^ ad l, who la  specially 
called to come and real beer* called pupbaha and mad* of elenal##, 
1# prepared for the ceremony, If eieusln* is  not available* red 
kafflr com /m.khahs't mav b* need but no other gfaia is  acceptable
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