
okunwa "to  drink"

okuhayandja /o  -  ku -  ha -  . . . /  "not  to give"

okuhaimba "not to  sing"

okuheaimba Jo  -  ku -  he -  a -  . . . /  "not t o  sing them

okuhelikosha  /o -  ku -  he -  l i  -  . . . /  "not to  wash o n e s e l f

4 , 2 . 2 .  Impera tive  ( p o s i t i v e )

4 .2 .2 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

The im pera t ive  exp resses  p o s i t i v e  commands; th e r e  are  forms f o r  

s i n g u l a r  ( i . e .  addressed  to  one person) and p lu ra l  ( i . e .  addressed to  more 

than one person) im p e ra t ive? ,

4 . 2 . 2 . 2  Pa t te rn

Without o b j e c t  concord :

p o s i t i v e  : sg. (a) R - a

(b) R ~ a -  a

p i . R -  e -  ni

P a t t e rn  (b) o f  the  s i n g u l a r  occurs  with r a d i c a l s  t h a t  

have f  C 1  s t r u c t u r e  in which case  the  tense  s u f f i x  i s  r e d u p l i c a t e d  as a

W
s t a b i l i z e r .  P a t t e r n  (a) i s  used f o r  a l l  o th e r  r a d i c a l s .  There are  

excep t iona l  forms of  th e  im pera t ive  o f  > y  -  a/ ,  "go" and 7 - u y - a /  "come" 

/ -  y -  a /  : sg.  inda "go" 

p i ,  indeni "go"

/ -  u y -  a /  : sg.  11 a "come 1 

p i . i l e n i  "come"
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person sg

4 , 2 . 2 . 4 .

Pat t e r n

w i t h o b je c t  concord: 

p o s i t i v e :  (1) sg.  R -  e -  OS

p i .  R -  e -  ni -OS

(2) sg.  OP -  R -  a

p i . OP -  R -  e -  ni

P a t t e r n  (1) i s  used with  t h e  o b j e c t  s u f f i x  Z-nge/ o f  the  1 s t

P a t t e r n  (2) occurs  with  a l l  o b j e c t  p r e f i x e s .

Examples:

(Without o b j e c t  concord) :

S i n g u l a r :

Lyaa 1 

Fa a i 

Lwaa ' 

Kanghama ! 

Endele la  1 

Dyala !

Eta oinima

"Eat 1"

"Dig 1"

"F igh t  !"

"Stand s t i l l  !" 

"Hurry up !"

"Get d re ssed  I" 

"Bring the  th in g s i n

PIura l  :

Lwehi 1 

Tweni 1

Futeni omulumenhu 1 

Shingeni eengobe '.

" F igh t  1"

"Pound ( the  g r a in ) ! "  

"Pay th e  man 1" 

"Chase the c a t t l e  1"



Examples “

(With o b je c t  concord) : 

S ingu la r

Kongele-nge opena 

Kwafe-nge 1 

Mukwata !

Valeshe!a  ehokololo  1 

Mudengeia ongodi 1

P l u r a l :

V a te len i-nge  1 

Valapeni 1 

Mutuleni 1

"Look f o r  a pen f o r  me 

"Help me I!'

"Catch him 1"

"Read them a s to r y  !" 

"Call him by te lephone

'•Force them!" • 

"Summon them I" 

"Unburden him 1"
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4 . 3  F i n i t e  forms : i n d i c a t i v e  mood

4 .3 .1  P resen t  tense

4 .3 .1 .1  P r in c ip a l

P a t te rn
D

p o s i t i v e  : o -  {ta> -  SP -  R -  {V }

nega t ive  : i -  {ta> — SP -  R -  {VR}

~ nghi -  R -  {VR> ( 1 s t  person sg.  only)

4 .3 .1 . '2  S i g n i f i c a n c e ;

The p r e s e n t  tense  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  something i s  o r  i s  no t  tak in g  

p lace  a t  the  p re s en t  moment. In th e  case o f  inchoat ive  r a d i c a l s ,  the  

p r e s e n t  t e n se  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a p rocess  o r  s t a t e  i s  being en te red  i n t o .

4 . 3 . 1 . 3  Examples

p o s i t i v e :

Okakadona otakashamine ondjuo nomeva 

"The g i r l  i s  dampening the  d re s s  with water

Otakevauka keembinga neembinga 

"He wanders about from p lace  to  p lace"

Qtomanga okapakete V .-  

"You are  ty ing  up the  pa rce l"

Ohandi i l e s h a 1 Aneumbo 1 ange 

" I  read them in my book"

ii

1 /  / t - /  and /h a -  /  a re  allomorphs of the  p r e f i x  ( t a - } .



Ohatui kenangeko

"He a re  going to  a f e a s t "

Ye otame el  ova

"She i s  kneading the  dough"

Ovakwai t a  o tava lu

"The s o l d i e r s  a re  f ig h t in g "

Negative

Arne i t a n d i l i

"I am n o t  e a t ing"

Oluvadi i t a l i a n d e  omiti

"The l i g h t n i n g  does not s t r i k e  the  t r e e s "

Fye ihatumenya-mo

/mo/ : verbal  e n c l i t i c  

"We a re  not smiling"

Ye i t a p i k i  komutv/e

"She i s  not shaking her  head"

Ove i t o s h i l i  (oshi i m a t i )

"You are  not e a t i n g  i t  ( the  f r u i t ) "

Ovashiinda i t a v e tu k w afa

"The neighbours do no t  he lp  us"
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4 . 3 . 1 . 4  Tense p re f ix e s

(1) / i - /  i s  the  i n i t i a l  tense  p r e f i x  in  a l l  nega t ive  forms o f

the  p r e s e n t  tense  (except with the  1 s t  person sg.  p r e f i x  / n g h i - / ) .

(2) The p r e s e n t  t e n se  p r e f ix a l  morpheme ( t a )  occurs  in  both the

p o s i t i v e  and the  nega t ive  and has t h r e e  allomorphs / t a  - ~ t  - ~ h a - / :

/ h a - /  occurs  only with th e  s u b j e c t  p re f ix e s  o f  the  1 s t  person s i n g u l a r  and

Ohandipwilikine /o  -  ha -  ndi -  . . . /  esh i tomupopi 

/ n d i - /  : SP, 1 s t  person sg.

"I  am l i s t e n i n g  to what you a re  saying"

Ohatukundafana /o  -  ha -  tu  -  . . . /  oshinima 

"We a re  d i s cu s s in g  the  m at te r"

1 /
/ t - /  occurs  w i th  the  s u b je c t  p r e f i x e s  f o r  the  2nd person sg.  and 

c l a s s  1 :

I t o l i / i  -  t  -  o -  . . . /  ombelela 

/ o - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  2nd person sg.

"You a re  not e a t i n g  the  meat"

Ye o t e l ik o s h o  / o - t - e - l i - . . . /

/ e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1

/ l i - /  : r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x  

"She washes h e r s e l f "

1/ H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the  2nd person sg, s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  may be a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a 
coalescence  o f  th e  tense  p r e f i x  vowel o f  / t a /  with a s u b je c t  p r e f i x  * / u / ;  
sy n ch ro n ica l ly  however, t h i s  type  of  coalescence  i s  no t  a r e g u la r  process  in 
the  phonology of  kwanyama. The s u b je c t  p r e f i x  / u - /  o f  the  2nd person sg.  
s t i l l  e x i s t s  in the  p re s en t  su b ju n c t iv e  (see  4 , 4 , 1 ) .
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Ye otakosho / o - t ~  a o ikutu

/ a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1

"She washes the  c lo th e s"

/ t a - /  occurs in both p o s i t i v e  and nega t ive  forms in a l l  o th e r  cases i . e

preceding s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  other than the  1 s t  person p i ,  / t u - / »  2nd person sg 

/ o - / ,  and c la s s  1 /a  -  ~ e - / .  I t  may a l so  occur with the 1 s t  person sg.

p r e f i x  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  /ha-/*.

Ounona otavapushu /o  -  t a  -  va -  . . . /  eenghaku dange

"The c h i ld r e n  brush my shoes"

Ounona otavedipushu /o  -  ta -  ve -  . . . /

"The c h i ld re n  brush them"

Ounona i taved ipushu  / i  -  ta -  . . . /

"The c h i ld re n  do not  brush them"

Otandihafe  /o  - t a  - ( -  ohandihafe)

"I am r e j o i c i n g "



4 . 3 . 1 . 5  Sub jec t  P r e f ix e s

A f u l l  l i s t  o f  s u b je c t  p r e f ix e s  ( ab b rev ia ted  as ' SP' )  i s  given 

in  Table 13 ,  p. 155.

(1) 1 s t  Person S ingu la r

This  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  has two allomorphs /nd i  - -  i 

the  l a t t e r  occurs as a fVee v a r i a n t  to  / n d i - /  co -occu r r ing  with the  t en se

p r e f i x  / h a - / ,  ( / i - /  does no t  co-occur  with / t a - / )  :

Ohandipupu / o  -  ha -  ndi 

Qhaipupu Jo  -  ha i . . .  /  eshi tamutonga

"I am l i s t e n i n g  to  what you a re  saying"

The nega t ive  o f  the  1 s t  person sg.  has a f r e e  v a r i a n t  form 

/nghi - . . . /  diyi ] which i s  a p p a r en t ly  a c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  t en se  p r e f i x  and
t> .

s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  / t a  ■*. n d i - /  o r  /ha  -* ndi-/ . 

nghikudende /nghi - . . . , / ■  

c  i tandikudenge  / i  -  t a  -  ndi • • • /

"I  am not h i t t i n g  you"

In c o l lo q u ia l  usage,  th e  v o ic e l e s s  nasal  o f  the  con t rac ted  

form may be rep laced  by th e  v o ic e l e s s  g l o t t a l  f r i c a t i v e  Ch3 . 

nghikudenge >[hikucjer]ge]

(2) Class 1

There are  a t  l e a s t  two p o s s ib le  ways o f  analyz ing  forms 

containing the c lass  1 subject prefix following tense pref ix  { ta} ,

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  could be considered  as a ' z e r o '  / N  morpheme 

in  which case the  t e n se  'r ie f i x e s  would be / t a -  ~ t e - / . This would, however,
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be the on ly  case in the  con jugat ion  where a t en se  p r e f i x  preceding a s u b je c t  

p r e f i x  undergoes the  r u l e  o f  vowel r a i s i n g ,  and f o r  t h i s  reason the  a n a ly s i s  

p r e f e r r e d  i s  * t h a t  tense  p r e f i x  / t - /  (which a l so  precedes  the  second person sg 

SP) i s  followed by c l a s s  1 s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  / a  -  ~ e-7 .

o te l ik o sh o  /o  -  t  -  e . . . /  "he washes himself"

ota longo /o  -  t  -  a -  . . . /  "she i s  working"

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  the  s u b je c t  p r e f i x  allomorphs follows the  same r u l e  of 

vowel r a i s i n g  as those  o f  c l a s s e s  2 ,  6 ,  12 and 16, ( see  1 , 3 . 9 ) .

(3) The s u b je c t  pref ixes  of  c l a s s e s  1,  2,  6 ,  12 and 16 have 

structure / (  C)a /  which undergoes vowel r a i s i n g  (see  1 . 3 , 9 ) .

/ ( Qe - / :

Okaana i t a k e l ik o sh o

/ k e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  12

/ l i - /  : r e f l e x i v e  p r e f ix

"The c h i ld  does no t  wash i t s e l f "

O t e l i l e s h a  /o  -  t  -• e -  l i  -  • • • ( e m bo)

/ e - /  i s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1 

/ l i - /  : o b je c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  5 

"He i s  reading i t  ( the  book)"

Ovashiinda otcVetukwafa 

/ v e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  2 

/ t u - /  *- o b je c t  p r e f i x ,  1 s t  person p lu ra l  

"The neighbours help us"

Omalenga itaemukwafa

/ e - /  i' s u b jec t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  6

/mu-/ : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1

"The headmen are  not helping him"
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(No examples o f  the  / p e /  allornorph o f  c l a s s  16 preceding an o b j e c t  

prefix- have been reco rded ,  but the  form / p e /  does occur in o th e r  t e n se s  

such as the  Defec t ive  p r e s e n t . )

/ ( c )  a - / :

Ota lesha  /o  -  t  — a -  . . . /  embo 

/ a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1

"He i s  read ing  th e  book"

Ovashiinda otavakwafa 

/ v a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  2

"The neighbours  are  help ing"

Okaana o t a k a l i l i

/ k a - /  : s u b je c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  12

"The c h i l d  i s  crying"

Omalenga otaakundafana 

/ a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  6

"The headmen a re  d i s cu s s in g "

All o th e r  c l a s s e s  have only one form o f  the  s u b je c t  p r e f i x  which occurs 

in a l l  cases,

4 . 3 . 1 . 6  P resen t  t en se  s u f f i x

The ailomorphs o f  the  p re s en t  tense  s u f f i x  a re  s u p p le t i v e  forms 

which a re  c i t e d  .with every verb ra d ic a l  in the  l ex icon .

To a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a i lo m o rp h s . i s  determined by 

the  f i n a l  vowel o f  the  extended or  unextended r a d i c a l ,  and some genera l  

o b se rv a t io n s  can be made about i t s  occur rence .  C o n s i s te n t  s ta tem en ts  cannot ,  

however, be made about t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  s u f f i x e s .



The symbol' {VR> i s  used here, as an a b b re v ia t i o n  f o r  the  p re s en t  t e n se  

s u f f i x  a llormorphs / -  a ~ -e  ~- i  ~ -o ~ -u .

(1) S u f f ix  M /

/ - W  is  a 'ze; o'  morpheme t h a t  occurs  with r a d i c a l s  having 

s t r u c t u r e  / . . . (C)V/ (see  3 . 2 . 2 . 2 ,  3 .2 .2 . '3  f o r  a complete l i s t  o f  these  r a d i c a l s )

Examples : y

Otavaf i  /  . . .  -  f i  -  W 

"They a re  dying"

Oiimati  o t a d ip i  / . . .  -  pi -  0/

"The f r u i t  i s  r ipen ing"

Otafe moshikunino / •  • • - f e  ■-(3/

"He i s  d igging  in  the  garden"

Oikulya o tad ipu  / . . . - •  pu -  (3/

"The food i s  becoming f in i sh e d "

Omutenya o ta u tu  / . . . - t u -  0 /

"The h e a t  i s  p ie rc in g "

Ovakulukadi otavapopi / . . .  -  pop! -  0 /

"The women a re  speaking"

(2) : S u f f ix  / - e /
—  ' 1 ■*

/ - e /  occurs  with many (bu t  not a l l )  r a d i c a l s  t h a t  have 

the  phonological  s t r u c t u r e  /C a C/.

The f i n a l  segment may be a p la in  consonant* or  a sequence o f  nasal  plus  

consonant:

Ohandilande /  -  l and -  e /

"I am buying"
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Ohatuhafe /  . . .  -  haf -  e /

"We are  r e jo i c in g "

I tand ivake  I . . .  -  vak -  e /

"I am not s t e a l i n g "

/ - e /  occurs  with a l l  r a d i c a l s  in c o rp o ra t in g  Extension 1 

(Applied) / - e l - / ,  and a l so  with some r a d i c a l s  i n c o rp o ra t in g  Extension 3 

(N e u te r -S t a t iv e )  / -  ik -  ~ - o k - / ,  o r  Extension 5 ( S t a t i v e - C a u s a t iv e )

/ - I k  -  ~ - e k - / :

Ohandikulongele /  . . .  -  long -  el  -  e /  sh ike  ?

/ - e l /  : Extension 1

"Why do I work f o r  you ?"

Otahondje le-nge /  . . .  -  hondj -  el  -  e /

/ - e l /  : Extension 1 

"She sews f o r  me"

Otevakaleke I . . .  -  kal -  ek -  e /  omutumba 

/ - e k /  : Extens ion 5

"He makes them a l l  s i t  down"

Otanangeke i  . . .  -  nang -  ek -  e /  ckaana 

/ - e k /  : Ex tens ion  5

"She puts t h e  ch i ld  to  s leep"

Z-e/ a l s o  occurs with most o th e r  r a d i c a l s  ending in  the  

phonological  sequences / i l , e l , i n ,  en,  i k ,  ek / .



These endings may be a t t r i b u t a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  to extensions  which no

longer, fun c t io n  p ro d u c t iv e ly ;

Ohandipwilikine /  . . .  -  pwil ikin -  e /  ko-adiyo 

"I am l i s t e n in g  to  the radio"

Ye o t a t i l e  /  . . .  -  t i l  -  e /  omashini mekandina 

"She pours the milk in to  the  jug"

Okaana o t a k a f i f i k i n e  /  . . .  -  f i f i k i n  -  e /  omesho

"The c h i l d  b l in k s  i t s  eyes" :

Omeva o taaheke le  / . . .  -  hekel -  e /

"The water  is  turning to ice" .

(3) S u f f ix  / - a /

The allomorph / - a /  occurs with r ad ica l s  incorpora t ing  (and 

ending) in Extension 2 (Passive) / - v W , Extension 7 (Causative) / - i f - / ,  

Extensions 3 and 9 (Reversive) '  W - )  and ' {-uk-}, and Extension 11 (Habitual)

/ - a n - / ,  / - a /  b curs also  with a few verbs ending in Extension 3 (Neuter-

S ta t iv e )  / - i k - / :

Ohandidengwa / . . . .  -  deng -  w -  a/

/-W-/ : Extension 2 ,

"I am being h i t "

Otalongifa / . . .  long -  i f  -  a /  ovaf i ta  

/ - i f - /  : Extension 7

"He makes the servants  work"

Otaimangulula / . . *  -  niang ul -  ul -  a /

/,-ul -  U i- /  i Extension 8 ( r e d u p l i c a te d )

"He u n t i e s  i t "



172.

Omufima otaudindoka /  .. . .  dind -  ok -  a /

/ - o k - /  : Extension 9

"The sp r ing  i s  d ra in in g  dry"

Kaume o ta fu fyana  / . . .  -  fu fy  -  an -  a /

/ - a n - /  : Extension 11

"The f r i e n d  i s  t e l l i n g  l i e s "

Oudjuu otaukandulwa-po I . . .  -  kand -  ul -  w -  a /

/ -w  - /  : Extension 2

"The d i f f i c u l t y  i s  being solved"

/ - a /  occurs  with a l l  r a d i c a l s . t h a t  have r e d u p l i c a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  , 

( they may be h i s t o r i c a l l y  o r  sy n ch r o n ica l ly  r e d u p l i c a t e d ) :

Vo otavakonga/konga I . . .  -  kong -  a - a -kong-a/

< /-kong- /

"They sea rch  everywhere"

Ye otaendaenda pondje 

< / - e n d - /

"He wanders around ou ts ide"

/ - a /  occurs  with many o th e r  r a d ic a l s :
■

Omumati otakokoma / . . .  -  kokom -  a /

"The young man s t u t t e r s "

Okahanana otakel ikolamoka / . . .  -  kolomok -  a /

"The c h i ld  j u s t  c r i e s  on i t s  own"
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O n g h o s h i  otaikokonyota / . . .  -  kokonyot -  a /

"The l i o n  moves s t e a l t h i l y

Ye otapakuma / . . .  -  Pakum “ a/

"She b l in k s  her eyes"

A m e  o h a n d i t e m a  -  tern -  a /  pmundilo

"I am blowing on th e  f i r e "

Ounona otavakaama / . . •  kaam a /  mongula 

"The c h i ld re n  a re  swimming in  the  r i v e r "

Okaana otakakofa  / . . . — kof -  a /  p a i f e  

"The c h i l d  i s  f a l l i n g  a s le e p  no.."

(4) Ass im ila ted  s u f f i x  (VR }

The p r e s e n t  tense  s u f f i x  vowel a s s i m i l a t e s  t o  the  vowel o f  many 

r a d i c a l s  (b u t  not a l l )  t h a t  have phonological  s t r u c t u r e  /C V C/ where V may 

be any o f  th e  f iv e  vowels / i , - e ,  a ,  o,  u / :

Omuwiliki o tash iv i / . . .  -  sh iv  -  1/ ovanhu

"The l e a d e r  summons the  people"

Ve o t a d e n g e d e n g -  e /  ombwa ■

"She bea ts  the  dog"

Vo otavakwata / . . .  -  kwat -  a /  omumbudi 

"They a re  c a tch ing  th e  t h i e f "

vootavatom o / . . .  -  tom -  o /  dshingulu  

"They are slaughtering the pig"

Omulutitenhu otatuku / .  •• -  tuk -• u/ omushiinda woye

“The m a n  i n s u l t s  his neighbour".

V tH, w m  a  such 85
/-kaam- /*
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4 . 3 . 2  P r e s e n t  T e n s e

P a r t i  c ip i a l  

P a t t e r n

posit ive  •• ' {ta> -  SP -  R -  {VR} 

negative : i -  ' (ta} -  SP -  R -  {VR}

The segmental morphology o f  the p artic ip ia l mood of the present 

tense i s  identical to  that of the principal mood except in the p osit ive  where 

the i n i t i a l  / 0 /  does hot occur .

4 .3 .2 .1  Significance

The p a r t ic ip ia l  i s  a subsidiary tense  that o c c u r s  in subordinate

c lau ses  or c o m p o u n d  te n se s .  I t  depends for  i t s  ind ication  o f  time o f  action

on the verb in  the main c lau se  or the au x il ia ry  verb.

4 . 3 . 2 .2  . Function

(1) The p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p i a l  u su a l ly  occurs a f t e r  th e  fo l lowing  

con junct ions  (a lthough a p a s t  t e n se  verb may a l s o  occur depending on semantic

con tex t )  :

nde "and,  and then" 

ngeenge " i f "  

eshi "when, while"

ridel e "when, then"

Ovapita-mo v a t a l e  eshi t a lo to k a

"They came out and watched as he ran away"

Ngeenge tamutukwafa, nafye-yo ohatumukwafa 

" I f  you help  us ,  we a l s o  ( w i l l )  help you"
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Okwapenduka ongula inene ndele  t a i  konhele oku 

"He woke very e a r l y  and then went to  t h i s  p lace"

( 2 ) The p re s en t  p a r t i c i p i a l  p o s i t i v e  occurs  as the  complement 

fo l lowing  the a u x i l i a r y  verb / - I t /  in the  p a s t  continuous ten se  (see  a l so  4 .3 .6 )  

f o r  examples) :

Ondali handimenya - mo 

"I was smil ing"

Eembadje oda l i  t a d i l i l i

"The j a c k a l s  were howling"

Okaana k a k a l j  t a k a l i l i

"The c h i ld  was not c ry ing"

(3) The p re sen t  p a r t i c i p i a l  occurs in d i r e c t  r e l a t i v e  c lauses

Ondiwete oyanhu ava tavalongo

"I see the  people  who a re  working"

Arne on d ish i i  ovalumenhu ovo tavapopi 

"I know ( those )  men who spoke"

Ondaholwa eengobe djnya t a d i l i  kwinya

"I l i k e  those  c a t t l e  t h a t  a re  g raz ing  over  the re "
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4 . 3 . 3  F u t u r e  Tense

P a t t e rn

p o s i t i v e  : o -  ' {ta> -  SP -  ' {ka} -  R -  a

n ega t ive  : i -  ' {ta} -  SP -  ' {ka} -  R -  a

4 .3 .3 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

The f u tu r e  t e n se  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  an a c t i o n  w i l l  o r  w i l l  not take 

p lace  a t  some p o in t  o f  t ime in the  f u t u r e .

4 . 3 . 3 . 2  ‘ Examples

P o s i t i v e

Ohatukanangala

"We Will l i e  down to  s leep"

Ohatukanyonauka-po

"We w i l l  be completely  destroyed"

Otavakafikama

"They wi11 s tand  up"

Otavakatwa o ikulya

"She w i l l  pound gra in"  «

Otava , .aefela  ounona vavo vaye

"They w i l l  al low t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  go"

Netagive

I takaka  oikuni

"He wi l l  no t chop wood"

Oshikutu i tashikakoshwa

"The garment w i l l  no t be washed"

O sh i l i  i t a i k a s h i i v i k a

"The t r u t h  wi11 not be known"
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Eedila  i t a d ik a tu k a - p o

"The b i r d s  w i l l  no t  f l y  away"

Okambwena i takakaweda

"The small dog w i l l  not bark"

4 .3 .3 .3 '  Subjec t  P re f ix e s

The s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  a re  given in  Table 13.

4 . 3 . 3 . 4  Examples o f  tense  p r e f i x  {ka-} ( s u b j e c t  to Rule 9 o f  vowel r a i s i n g )

O to k e v a t i l i f a  /o  -  t  -  o -  ke -  va -  . . . /

"You w i l l  sca re  them away"

/ k e - /  : al lomorph o f  f u t u r e  t e n se  p re f ix

/ v a - /  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  2

O t o k a t i l i f a  oudi la

"You w i l l  s ca re  away th e  b i rds"

/ k a /  : al lomorph of  f u t u r e  t en se  p r e f ix  

(no o b je c t  p r e f i x  fo llowing)

Examples o f  tense  prefix {ta-}  ^

Otokadimbwa / o -  t  -  o -  . . . /  oshileshwa 

"You w i l l  f o r g e t  the  lesson"

Otakadimina /o  -  t  ~ a - . . . /  kepulo l e tu

"He w i l l  agree  to  our reques t"

■■■■■■■   ■  —  ,   .

1/ See 4 . 3 . 1 . 4  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a llomorphs.
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I t e k e l i l e s h a  / i  -  t  -  e -  ke -  l i  -  . . . /

"He w i l l  not read i t "

Ohatukahafa /o  ^ ha -  tu -  . . . /

"We w i l l  r e j o i c e "

Epungu o t a l i k a k u l a  /o  -  t a  -  l i  -  . . . /

"The maize w i l l  grow well"

4 .3 / 4  P as t  Tense

• P r in c ip a l  

P a t t e rn

p o s i t i v e  : o -  SPC -  {a} -  R -  a

negat ive  : i -  {na} -  Sp -  R -  a

4 -3 .4 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

The p a s t  tense  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  an a c t io n  d id  or  did no t  take  

p lace  a t  some po in t  o f  time in  the  p a s t .  In the  case  o f  i n c h o a t iv e  r a d i c a l s ,  

the  p a s t  t en se  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  process  has or  has not been completed,

The; p a s t  tense  n ega t ive  has an id io m a t ic  usage to express  negat ive  

commands ( p o s i t i v e  commands a re  expressed by the impera t ive  p o s i t i o n ) .

4 . 3 , 4 . 2  Examples 

p o s i t i v e :

Qmatale okwapwiinina

"The water -pans  have d r i e d  up"

, : Omwalesha omambo

"You read th e  books"



Eembadje o d a l i i a

"The j a c k a l s  howled"

Ye okwalya  

"He a t e "

Otwafya o n d j a l a

"We a r e  h u n g r y  ( l i t ,  "we d i e d  o f  h u n g e r " )  

Apa opwakukuta

"Here  i t  i s  d r y "

Nega t i  ye. ::

I n a n d i l y a  o l u m b o l o lo

"T have n o t  e a t e n  t h e  p o r r i d g e "

Qunona i n a v a k o f a  nawa

"The c h i l d r e n  d id  no t  s l e e p  w el l"

Inatumuhanga  keumbo

"We d id  no t  reach him a t  home"

Examples

Inamupopya o s h in i m a  osho

"Do n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e s e  m a t t e r s "

I n o tu n i n g i l a  v a i l  o t e e

"Do n o t  make t e a  f o r  us a g a i n "

Inodirnbwa okum ufu ta

"Do n o t  f o r g e t  t o  pay him"



4 .3 .4 .3  S u b je c t  P r e f i x e s

The subject  pre f ix  /SPC/ occurs in the p o s i t i v e ,  while

/SP/ occurs in the  nega t ive

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  /SPC/  o f  c l a s s e s  1 and 6 have  two a l l o m o r p h s  

/Kw_ ~ » - / ;  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a ' z e r o '  morpheme,  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a  ,

and  / k w - /  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  p r i n c i p a l

Fye o t w a tu m b a le k a  omapenda oo a lw a  /  H -  noupenda  ( p a r t i c i p i a l )

"We honou red  t h e  h e r o e s  who f o u g h t  b r a v e l y

omapenda o k w a l w a / o - k w - a - _ /  noupenda  ( p r i n c i p a l )

"The h e r o e s  f o u g h t  b r a v e l y "

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  n e g a t i v e  

f o l l o w s  t h e  t e n s e  p r e f i x '  W  a n d  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  / S P /  

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  ( i n d i c a t i v e )

E le nga  i n a l i p o p y a  / i  -  na -  l i  -  • • • /

"The headman d i d  n o t  speak"

Inandilonga / i  -  na -- ndi -  . . . /

" I  did no t  work"

Inemudenga / i  -  n -  e -  niu -  •• • /

"He did no t  h i t  him"

I n a sh i i v a  / i  -  n -  a -  . . . /  ond .v la

"He did n o t  know the  road"

o n d j i l a  i n a i t u t w a l a  / (  -  na -  i -  tu  -  „  •/  komukunda

"The road did no t  take  us t o  (your)  area"

r a i s 1 ' '9 '
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4 . 3 , 4 . 4  ‘ Tense  P r e f i x e s

Example's o f  p r e f i x  {a} ( s u b j e c t  t o  Rule  9 o f  vowel r a i s i n g )

Q k w e v a s h i n g i f a  / o  -  kw -  e -  va -  • • • /  eengobe  

"He made them c h a s e  away t h e  c a t t l e "

Oudio owevafi fa  /o  -  w -  e -  va -  . . . /

"The poison causes them to  d ie"

Oveanwa / o - v - e - a  -  . . . /

"They drank i t "

Okwafya /o  -  kw -  a -  . . . /

"He died"

Oshikombo oshanhuka /o  -  sh -  a -  . . . /

"The goa t  jumped"

2 ) Tense p r e f ix '  {na}

The p a s t  tense  nega t ive  p r e f i x ’ {na} has two allomorphs 

/na  - -  n-/;  the l a t t e r  precedes  the  s u b j e c t  p re f ix e s  o f  the  2 nd person 

s i n g u l a r  and o f  c l a s s  1 , and the  former occurs  elsewhere :

I n e l i k e l e l a  / i  -  n -  e -  l i  -  * • • /  nawa 

/ e /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1

"He did  not take  good care o f  i t "

Inashanga / i  -  n -  a -  omukanda 

/ a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  1 

"He did  no t  w r i t e  a l e t t e r "
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I n o p o p i l a - n g e - k o  / I  -  n -  o -  . . . /

/ o /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  2nd person  s g .

"You did no t  speak f o r  me

Inandishanga / i  -  na -  ndi -  . . . /  o » k a n d a  

" I  did no t  w r i t e  a le t te r ;"

This analys is  of the  allomorphs /na - ~ n - /  i s  analogous to  t h a t  or the

p r e s e n t  t en se  p r e f i x  , ' ta  - ~ t -/> ( see

4 .3 .5  I n t e n s e

P a r t i c i p i a l  

P a t t e r n

Positive ; SPC -  ta l  -  R '  a

Negative : i  -  (na) -  S'? -  R '  2

The p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l  i s  s e g m e n t a l ! y  t h e  same a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n

a n  r e s p e c t s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  / o ,  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  sub-mood doe s  n o t  o c c u r

i n  th e  p a r t i c i p i a l .

, - , .3.5.’. S ig n i f i c an c e  .
The p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l  i s  a s u b s i d i a r y  mood which  o c c u r s  i n

s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a u s e s  and  a s  t h e  complement  i n  compound t e n s e s ,

a 3 , 5 . 2  Function
(1) The p a s t  p a r t ic ip ia l  may o c c u r  a f t e r  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n s  / e s v

"when,  i f ” and / n d e l e /  "then" i f  t h e  v e r b  i n  t h e  main c l a u s e  i s  i n  t h e  p a s t

principal  o r  past  c o n t i n u o u s  t e n s e 1 /

Memo okwayofa  o m b e l e l a  e s h i  t ^ a a l u k g

"Mother ro a s ted  the meat when we re tu rned"
-i

U R t i c l l l y  co nd i t ioned .  :



-s."
...»

183.

Okwali ha tudyala  meme ssh i  ai fana

"We were d re s s in g  when mother c a l l ed "

Okanona okali  t a k a l i l i  eshi ndekamona 

"The c h i ld  was c ry ing  when I saw i t "

(2 ) The p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l  occurs  a f t e r  the  a u x i l i a r y  verb M i /  

in  the  p a s t  p e r f e c t  tense  (see  a l so  4 . 3 . 7 ) .

Ondali ndapanda 1

1 " I  was p leased"  ( l i t .  "had become p leased")

(3) The p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l  occurs  in  r e l a t i v e  c lau se s :

o n d ish i i  ovalumenhu ovo vapopya 

" I  know th e  men who spoke"

Fye otwatumbaleka . omapenda oo al wa noupenda 

"We admired the  heroes who fought brave ly '

Okwamanga okuoko oko okwali kwayahamekwa 

"He bandaged the  arm which was wounded"

4 . 3 . 6  P a s t  continuous

P a t t e r n
f*

P o s i t i v e  ; o -  SP -  a -  l i

>  { ta } -  SP -  R {VR>

Negative : ka -  SP -  a -  l i j

The p a s t  continuous t e n se  i s  a compound f o w  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  two 

p a r t s :  the  a u x i l i a r y  verb M i /  occurs in  the  f i r s t  p a r t s  and the  complement

r f  both the  p o s i t i v e  and the  nega t ive  i s  in the  present p a r t i c i p i a l , posi  '
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4.3,6*1 S iq n i f i c a n c e

The p a s t  continuous ten se  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a c t io n  expressed

by th e  verb was o r  was no t  in  p rog res s  a t  some time in thv  p a s t .

4 . 3 . 6 . 2  Examples

P o s i t i v e

Otwali h a t u l i l e s h a  

"We were reading  i t "

Ovali tavadya la

"They were d re s s ing"

Okwali t a l i  fa  eengobe

"He was tak ing  the  c a t t l e  to  graze"

O uf i la  owali taunakwa nawa

"The meal was being  well  s i f t e d "

Omwali tamuteke omeva

"You were drawing water"

. N e g a t ' v e

katwali  ha tu teke  omeva

"We were not drawing water"

kakwali taxupu omufima

"He was no t  d igging  a wel l"

kaval i  t a v a t a t e  eemhako

"They were n o t  weaving  baskets"

ka tw al1 t o l l i e s h a

"You we/e not read ing  i t "



Sub jec t  P re f ix e s
p

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  /SP /  o f  both p o s i t i v e  and nega t ive  o f  the  

a u x i l i a r y  verb i s  i d e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  o f  the  p a s t  t e n se  (see t a b l e  13).

Tense P re f ix es

The i n i t i a l  p r e f ix e s  / o /  and / k a /  occur in the  p o s i t i v e  and 

n eg a t iv e  forms r e s p e c t i v e l y :

C'a-'ona oka 1 i t a k a l i l i  

"The c h i ld  was cry ing"

Okanona kakali  t a k a l i l i

"The c h i ld  was not c ry ing"

4 .3 .7  P a s t  p e r f e c t  tense

P a t t e rn

P o s i t i v e  : o -  SP^ -  a -  l i

1

Negative : ka -  SPC -  a -  l i

SPC -  {a} -  R -  a

The p a s t  p e r f e c t  t e n s e  i s  a compound form. The f i r s t  p a r t  

con ta in s  the a u x i l i a r y  / - l i /  and i s  i d e n t i c a l  to t h a t  of  the  p a s t  

cont inuous;  the  complement i s  in the  p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l , p o s i t i v e .

4 .3 .7 .1  S ig n i f ic an c e

The p a s t  p e r f e c t  t e n se  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  an a c t io n  had o r  had 

ho t  been completed a t  Some p o in t  o f  t ime in the  p a s t .

4 . 3 . 7 . 2  Examples 

P o s i t iv e

Odula eshi yeuya , onda l i  ndalima

"When t h e  ra in s  came, I Had f in i s h e d  c u l t i v a t i n g "
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Ondali nda.yofa ombe le la  

"I h"U r o a s t e d  th e  meat"

0 twain twatema omundilo 

"We had k ind led  th e  f i r e "

Ohonde o.yali  yaoka

"The blood had stopped flowing"

Negat iv e

Kandali ndatuma okaana

"I had n o t  s e n t  t h e  c h i ld "

Katwali  t w a y o t e l a  momutenya

"We had not warmed ou rse lv es  in the  sun"

Qnohambe ka v a l i  yemunipa

"The horse  had n o t  thrown him o f f "

4.4  F i n i t e  forms : S u b ju n c t i v e .m ood 1/

4 . 4.1  P r e s e n t  t e n s e

Pa t t e r n

P o s i t i v e  : SP -  R -  e

Negative : SP -  (ha) -  R -  e

4 . 4 . 1 .1  s i g n i f i c a n c e

The p re s e n t  s u b ju n c t iv e  i s  a s u b s id i a r y  t en se  t h a t  occurs in 

su b o rd in a te  c lauses  which u su a l ly  express  wish ,  n e c e s s i t y ,  e t c .

(Quest ions  and s ta tem en ts  express ing  d e l i b e r a t i v e  a c t i o n  o r  purpose a re  

u s u a l l y  expressed  by c o n s t r u c t i o n s  in  the  a s s o c i a t i v e  c o p u la t i v e ,  not by th e  

su b ju n c t iv e  ( see 5 .3 )  ■. -  ; .

1 /  There i s  only one ten se  in  the  su b ju n c t iv e  mood; th e re  i s  no pas t  
s u b j u n c t i v e 1 in Kwanyama.
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4 . 4 . 1 .2  F u n c t i o n  ‘

(1) The p re sen t  su b ju n c t iv e  occurs  in subord ina te  c lau se s  

express ing  wish,  purpose ,  d e s i r e  or  n e c e s s i t y :

Ovahovela okumuingila aaluke

"They began to  shout a t  him t h a t  he should  re tu rn"

Vaifana vetukwafe

"Call them t h a t  they should he lp  us"

Ondinokuninga sh ike  ndixuplfwe ?

"What should I do in o rde r  to be saved ?"

Muefa aye 

"Let him go"

Ohatuxupu omufima mule tumone omeva

"We a re  digging a deep well  in  o rd e r  to  f i n d  water"

( 2 ) The p r e s e n t  s u b ju n c t iv e  occurs  a f t e r  the  h o r t a t i v e  p r e f ix

' {na} which in d i c a t e s  "should ,  must ,  ought" .

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  allomorphs /na  - ~ n - /  i s  i d e n t i c a l  

to  t h a t  of  the  p a s t  tense  nega t ive  p r e f i x ,  see 4 . 3 . 4 .

Nandilonge 

"I must work"

Nafute / n  -  a -  . . . /

"He must pay"

Etemba n a l i v e

"The wa. ; go" ,
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(3) The p r e s e n t  su b ju n c t iv e  occurs  in  the  second and subsequent 

verbs in a Sequence o f  commands :

Eta ekopi upe okaana omashini 

/ e t a /  : im pera t ive  

/u p e /  : su b ju n c t iv e

"Bring the  cup and give the  c h i ld  milk"

Inda komulonga u l ikoshe

"Go to the  r i v e r  and wash y o u r s e l f "

Indeni p a i f e  mulonge 

"Go now and work1’
i

4 .4 .1 : 3  Sub jec t  P re f ix es

The allomorph / u - /  o f  the  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  o f  th e  second person 

s i n g u l a r  occurs  in t h i s  t e n s e ;  a l l  o th e r  Sub jec t  p re f ix e s  a re  i d e n t i c a l  to 

the  SP o f  the  p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e  :

Lungama opo uhanyateke /u  -  ha -  . . . /  omambo 

/ u - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  second person s in g u la r

"Take care  t h a t  you d o n ' t  s p o i l  the  books"

Lombwela ounona kutya vehe l ikoshe  /ve  -  he -  l i  -  . . . /

/ v e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  2 (preceding r e f l e x i v e  p r e f ix )  

"Tel 1 the  c h i ld re n  t h a t  they should no t  wash themselves"

Vakwafa Opo vahanyengwe /  va -  ha -  . . . /

"Help them so t h a t  they do n o t  f a i l "

4 . 4 . 1 . 4  Tense P re f ix es

The sub junc t ive  n ega t ive  p r e f i x  {ha} i s  s u b je c t  to  R u le  9 

of  vowel r a i s i n g ,  (see  1 . 3 . 9 ) .
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4 . 5  D e f e c t i v e  v e rb s

1/
There a re  a number of r a d i c a l s  termed here ' d e f e c t i v e  v e r b s . .  

These r a d i c a l s  do no t  occur th roughout the  f u l l  range of  verb te n se s  as do 

o t h e r  r a d i c a l s ;  the  stem / - w e t - e /  " se e " ,  f o r  example,  occurs only  in  the  

p r e s e n t  t e n s e ,  the  r a d ic a l  /mon - a /  " see ,  f ind"  being used in  o t h e r  t e n s e s .

The d e fe c t iv e  verbs  d i f f e r  most n o ta b ly  from ' r e g u l a r 1 r a d i c a l s  

‘ in  the  morphological  s t r u c t u r e  of the  p re s en t  t e n se .

Defective  verb ^  -stems

Table 14

P re se n t  stem Stem in  o the r  t e n se s

- f i k - e - f i k - a "be equal to"

-wet-e "see"

- u d i t - e - u d i t - a " f e e l , h ea r ,  unders tand

-h o l - e -h o l - a " l ik e "

-d u l - e -du l -a "surpass"

-yad- i -yad-a "become f u l l "

-kwet-e -kwat-a "ca tch hold of"

- s h i i - - s h i i v - a "know"

The d e fe c t iv e  p r e s e n t  s u f f i x  i s  / - e /  in most c a s e s ,  bu t  i s  a 

su p p le t iv e  form as in  the  ' r e g u l a r '  p re sen t .

7  This term i s  used by Tonjes (1910:126-127! and o t h e r s ,  and i s  l ik ew ise  
used here .

2 /  This i s  not  a complete l i s t  of d e fe c t iv e  r a d i c a l s ,  though th e re  
are  probably no t  very many more.



In the case of r a d ica l s  /-kwet-  ~ -kwat-/  and / - s h i i -  -  s h i i v - / ,  

the  f i r s t  allomorph occurs in the defec t ive  p re sen t ,  and the  second elsewhere:

Defective p resen t

Omalenga okushii  / - s h i i - 0 /  eemhango 

"The headmen know the laws1'

Arne kandikwete / -kwet-e  /  embo 

"I am not  holding the book"

I n f  in i  t iv e

okushiiva / - s h i i v - a /  "to know"

okukwata / -kw at-a /  "to catch"

4 ,5 .2  Defective Present

Principal

Patte rn

Posi t ive  : o -  SP^ -  R -  {V }

Negative : ' {ka> -  SPP -  R {VR}

s nghi -  R {VR> ( 1 s t  person sg .  only)

4 ,5 .2 .1  S ignificance

(a) The defec t ive  p resen t  of  n on - inchoa t ive  r a d i c a l s  i n d i c a t e s

t h a t  an ac t io n  i s  or  i s  not taking place in the p resen t  t ime,  and t h a t  a process

has been completed in  the case of  inchoative r ad ica l s  .

4 . 5 . 2 . 2  Examples

Po s i t i  ve

Omalenga okufike pamwe

"The headmen a re  equal to  one another"
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Otiiwete oshitawa 

"We see the  road"

Ovanandunge ovesh l i  olnima ihapu 

"The wise man know many th in g s "

Ondiwete eendudu 

"I see  the  h i l l s "

Otuudite  -n d ja la  

"We fe e l  hungry"

Metale Omuyadi eeshi

" ( In )  the  dam i s  f u l l  o f  f i s h "

Negati ve

Fye katuwete ounora

"We do not see  the  ch i ld ren"

Arne kand ish i i  o sh i ty a

"I do not know the  word"
! ; ' ■

Ovafi ta  kavewete oshikombo

"The herdsmen do no t  see th e  goat"

Oluhodi lave k a l id u l e  l e tu

"His g r i e f  does n o t  surpass  ours"

Ye kewete o n d j i l a

"He does no t  see the  pa th"

3 Tense P re f ixes

( 1 ) The d e f e c t iv e  p re sen t  does not c o n ta in  th e  p re s en t  t en se



p re f ix '  { ta} :

• Arne o n d i f ik e  /o  -  ndi -  . . . /  kove ( d e f e c t i v e  p re sen t )

"I am equal t o  you"

c t .  Ame ohand ii  / o  -  ha - n d i  - . . . /  k u t a t e  ( p r e s e n t )

"I am going to  my f a t h e r "

(2) The d e f e c t i v e  p re s en t  n ega t ive  p r e f i x  i s '  {ka> (not / W  

as in  th e  p re s e n t  n ega t ive )

Ovaf i ta  kavewete /ka  -  ve — . . . /  oikombo ( d e f e c t i v e  p re sen t )  

"The herdsmen do not see  th e  goats"

c t .  O va f i ta  i t avspop i  / i  -  t a  -  va -  . . . /  p a i fe  

"The herdsmen a re  no t  t a l k i n g  now"

' {ka} has two allomorphs /ka  -  ~ k - / ;  the  l a t t e r  precedes  the  

s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  / e - /  o f  c l a s s  1 , and th e  former occurs  elsewhere

4 . 5 . 2 . 4  Sub jec t  P re f ix e s

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  /SPP/  occurs  in the  d e f e c t iv e  p r e s e n t ,

(see  Table 13).

The s u b je c t  p r e f ix e s  o f  c l a s s  1 and c l a s s  6 have allomorphs 

/ku - ~ e - / ;  the  l a t t e r  occurs  in the n e g a t iv e ,  the  former in  the  p o s i t i v e

Ye okuwete o n d j i l a  "he sees  t h e  road"

/ k u - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  SPP , c l a s s  1

Ye kewete o n d j i l a  "he does not see  th e  road"

/ k - 7  : nega t ive  p r e f i x

/ e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  SPP , c l a s s  1
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Omalenga o kuf ike  pamwe

/k u /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  6 *

"The headmen a re  equal to  one another"

Omalenga kaesh i i  omuenda

/ e /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x , c l a s s  6

"The headmen do not know th e  v i s i t o r "

The 1 s t  person sg. s u b je c t  p r e f i x  has only the  form / n d i - /  

(w i thou t  a l t e r n a t i v e  / i - / ) ; the  c o n t ra c te d  form o f  the  1s t  person sg.  

nega t ive  a l so  occurs as an a l t e r n a t i v e  form as i t  does in th e  r e g u l a r  p r e s e n t .

' " '  "  ' pIn c l a s s e s  2,  12 and 16, the  vowel o f  the  s u b je c t  p r e f i x  SP i s

/ a /  in  a l l  cases  ( i . e .  whether  the  verb in c o rp o ra te s  an o b j e c t / r e f l e x i v e

p r e f i x  o r  n o t ) .

All o th e r  s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  a re  i d e n t i c a l  to  those  o f  the  /SP/

(Table 13).

4 .5 .3  Defective  P ie s en t

P a r t i c i p i a l

P a t t e r n
P o s i t i v e  : SPP -  R -  {VR}

Negative ; ' {ka} SPP -  R {VR}

The p a r t i c i p i a l  i s  morphologica l ly  i d e n t i c a l  to  the  p r in c ip a l  

excep t  in the  pos it ive- where / o /  does not occur as the  i n i t i a l  t en se  p r e f i x .
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4 . 5 . 3 .1 F u n c t i o n

The d e f e c t iv e  p re s e n t  p a r t i c i p i a l  occurs  in the  same s i t u a t i o n s  

as does the  p re s en t  p a r t i c i p i a l  (see 4 . 3 . 2 . 2 ) .

4 - 5 . 3 . 2 ' Examples

(1) Complement in  p a s t  con tinuous :

Ounona ova l i  vesh t i  o i t v a  id juu

"The ch i ld ren  knew the  d i f f i c u l t  words '1

Nale-na le  epya l e t u  o l a l i  l i f i ke ouali  

"Long ago our land eq u a l l ed  ( to )  t n i s "

Omumati okwali ehole kaume kaye 

V  „ "The young boy l ik e d  his  f r i e n d "

(2) R e la t iv e  Clauses

Otope-nge ombelela i f i k e  apa ?

"Will you give me a p iece  o f  meat as big as

( l i t ,  "which reaches") t h i s ? "

Ohandikwafa ounona ovu v e sh i i  oshilongwa 

"I help the  ch i ld re n  who know the  lesson"

Omulumenhu ou e s h i i  o i t y a  otakwafa-nge 

"The man who knows the  words helps  me"

(3) Subordinate  c lau se s  fo l lowing con junc t ions

Ngeenge okushii  osh ileshwa, o tand ikahafa

. " I f  he knows the  l e s s o n ,  I w i l l  be p leased"

Ngeenge kesh i i  o i t y a ,  ohatuhanduka

" I f  he d o e s n ' t  know the  words,  we w i l l  be angry"
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4-5 .4 .  Occurrence o f  d e f e c t i v e  r a d i c a l s  in other- t e n se s

Some derec t i ' "c  r a d i c a l s  may occur  in tenses  o th ^ r  than the.  

p re sen t .  Their  occurrence  i s  summarized in  the t a b l e  below :

Symbols used in  t a b l e :

V = rad ica l  occurs

x = ra d ic a l  does n o t  occur

? = has no t  been recorded

+ = p o s i t i v e

= negat ive

4 . 5 . 4 . 1 Sumtiary of d e f e c t i v e  verbs  in c o n ju g a t io n 

T a b le  1 5

I!

f

Defective
Presen t
Stem

I n f i n i t i v e Imperative Future P a s t  
Contin .

+ - + + . - .

-h o l - e / ✓ ? ? X X /  /

- f i k - e / / V ? ? ? y  ; v
- d u l - e V / y / v • y y  /

-wet-e X X X X X X ''' X . . ' x :

- u d i t - e / / ? ? X x /  y
f-kv/et-e)
(-kwat-a) / : / V / : t . . ,  ,

( - s h i i  ) 
( - s h i i v - a ) V / X X /  V X X

( - y a d - i )
( -yad-a) / / X X ? ? /  /

-----------------——-------- ---------------------- — a-i ......
..... ............... ....... ................. Ii ' i
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The morphological  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  a l l  t e n se s  in c o rp o ra t in g  d e f e c t iv e  

r a d i c a l s  o th e r  than the  p r e s e n t  appear to  be i d e n t i c a l  with t e n se s  in c o r p o r a t in g  

1 r e g u la r :  r a d i c a l s .

I t  appears  from th e  data  t h a t  no d e f e c t iv e  r a d i c a l s  may occur 

in th e  p a s t  t e n se  or  in  th e  p re s e n t  su b ju n c t iv e .

;

1 .5 .4 .2  

0 0

Examples o f  d e f e c t i v e  r a d i ca l s  in  o th e r  t e n se s

I n f i n i t i v e

P o s i t iv e

okuhola

okufi  ka pamv/e

okudula

okukwata

okushiiva

" to  l ike"

" to  be e q u a l 11 

" to  surpass"

Negative

okuhahola "not t o  l i k e " "

okuhafika  pamwe "not t o  be equal"

okuhadula "not to  Surpass"

"to  take hold of" okuhakv/ata 

" to  know" okuhashiiva

"not to  t a k e  hold" 

"not to  know"

( 2 ) Imperat ive 

ive

sg.  

Fika ! 

Du l a  1 

Kwata 1

/

/

/

Pi .  

Fikeni 1

Duleni 1 

Kwateni 1

"Reach I" 

"Surpass 1"

nHold 1i ii

Negative

Inouya nena komatango

"Do not come t h i s  a f te rnoon"
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Ounona o taveke tudula

"The c h i ld re n  wi l l  su rpass  us"

Arne ohand ikash i iva  oshileshwa 

"I w i l l  know the  lesson"

Fye oha tukeash i iva  (dmaryamukulo)

"We wi l l  know them ( the  answers)

I toke tudu la

"You w i l l  n o t  surpass  us"

Fye ih a tu k a s h i iv a  omanyamukulo 

"We w i l l  n o t  know the  answers"

( 4 ) P a s t  Continuous (complement i s  d e f e c t ive  p re s e n t  p a r t i c i p i a l )

Ounona ovali  v e sh i i  o i t y a  id juu

"The c h i ld r e n  knew the  d i f f i c u l t  words"

Ondali ndivav/ete onghela komatango 

"I saw them yes te rday  af te rnoon"

Okwali ehole  okulesha

"He used to  l i k e  to  read"

Arne kandali  n d i s h i i  na le  ehokololu  olo  

"I did no t  know t h a t  s to ry  before"

Oikunino kayal i  i f i k e  puai

"The gardens did not equal ( th e s e )  here"

Elenga k a l a l i  l i s h i i  eemhango

"The headman did no t  know the  laws"

Ounona kavali  vevadule

"The c h i ld r e n  were not su rpass ing  them"
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CHAPTER 5

PREDICATIVES : COPULATIVE CONJUGATION

Three types  o f  c o p u la t iv e s  a re  recognized in  t h i s  s tudy ,  

v i z . , I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  c o p u la t i v e s ,  D esc r ip t iv e  co p u la t iv e s  and A sso c ia t iv e  

c o p u la t iv e s .

Copula tives  fun c t io n  as p r e d i c a t i v e s  in  a sen tence .  They 

occur in some tenses  in  the  I n d i c a t i v e  mood on ly .  All c o p u la t iv e s  must, 

con ta in  a t  l e a s t  a base which i s  a non-verbal form such as  a noun or  

pronoun. They may a l so  in c o rp o ra te  s u b j e c t  p re f ix e s  and verbal con juga t iona l  

p r e f ix e s  as well as th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o p u la t iv e  p r e f i x e s .

The morphology o f  I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  co p u la t iv e s  and D esc r ip t iv e  

c o p u la t iv es  d i f f e r s  only  in some forms of  the  p re s e n t  t e n s e .  In o th e r  , 

t en ses  where the morphology i s  ap p a ren t ly  i d e n t i c a l  these  two forms a re  

t r e a t e d  to g e th e r  and a re  termed 1I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t i v e 1 in t h i s  

s e c t i o n . T h e s e  forms never in c o rp o ra te  any verbal s u f f i x  or  e x ten s io n .

Some asp ec t s  o f  the  morphology and s y n t a c t i c  behaviour o f  forms 

t h a t  a re  termed here  'A sso c ia t iv e  c o p u la t i v e s '  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they should  

be t r e a t e d  as d e f e c t iv e  verbs with a r e s t r i c t i v e  occurrence .  They may 

i n c o rp o ra te  an o b je c t  concord and verbal e x ten s io n s :

Ondishina "I  have i t "

/ s h i - /  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  7

< Ondina oshikutu  "I  have the  d re ss"

Ovenenafane oikonene "They have a grudge a g a i n s t  one another"

/ . . . -n - en -a fa n  - e /

/ - e n /  : ex tens ion  1

/ - a f a n /  : ex tens ion  1 1a

^  Elsewhere , they a re  termed as 1I d e n t i f i c a t i v e 1 c o p u la t iv e s .
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5.1 I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / d e s c r i p t i v e  c o p u la t iv e s

As the  names su g g es t ,  the  I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  co p u la t iv e  i d e n t i f i e s  

someone o r  something, and the  D e sc r ip t iv e  c o p u la t iv e  d e sc r ib e s  some 

q u a l i t y .

5 .1 .1  Summary of  tense  p a t t e r n s  

Table 16

P resen t  tense

1. I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  co p u la t iv e  

(Base : vowel Commencing nouns) 

pos: noun

neg: (ka)  - SP^ - f i  + J  Noun ( s p e c i f i c )

I  "Noun (gene ra l )

-nghi - f i  + f Noun ( 1 s t  p . s g .  only)

1  "Noun

2 . I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  c o p u la t iv e

( Base : noun c l a s s  l a ,  ab so lu t e  pronoun.adverb) 

pos: o - Base

neg: ha - Base

3. D e sc r ip t iv e  c o p u la t iv e  

( Base : a d j e c t i v e s )

pos:  (a) o - SPP - Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd p .)

(b) o -  Base (3rd p . )

neg: (c) {ka} - SPP - f i  + SPP -  Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd p . )

(d) {ka} - SPP - f i  + Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd, 3rd p . )

(e) {ka} -  SPP - Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd, 3rd p . )

-  nghi Base ( 1 s t  p. only)

( f )  /ka  = ke/ -  Base (3rd  p. only)

I
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4. I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t i v e  

(Base: l o c a t i v e s ,  enum era t ives )

pos: o -  SPP - 1 1  + Base

neg: {ka> -  SPP - 11 + Base

-nghi •• 11 + Base

Future  t en se  : Id en t i  f 1c a t i  ve /Descr i  p t i  ve co p u la t iy es  

pos: o - {ta> - SP - (ka) - ka la  + Base

neg: i - Cta} -  SP -  (ka) -  k a la  + Base

P as t  tense  : I d e n t i f i c a t l v e / D e s c r i p t i v e  copu la t ives  
r

pos: o -  SP -  a - 11 + Base

neg: ka -  SPC - a - l i  + Base

-kv/ -  & - l i  + Base (2nd p. sg.  only)

=ngh - a - l i  + Base ( 1 s t  p. sg.  only)

5 .1 .2  Bases

I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  co p u la t iv e s  may be based on nouns, pronouns,  

adverbs and l o c a t i v e s .  Demonstrat ives do no t  commonly occur as 

I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  c o p u la t iv e  bases .  The form p r e f e r r e d  i s  the  a b so lu t e  

pronoun occur r ing  as c o p u la t iv e  base followed by the  r e l e v a n t  demonst ra t ive

D esc r ip t ive  c o p u la t iv e s  a re  based on q u a l i f i c a t i v e s  ( a d j e c t i v e s  

and enumenatives).  Possess ives  do no t  occur  as c o p u la t iv e  bases .  No 

examples of  q u a n t i t a t i v e s  have been recorded in these  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .

5 .1 .3  A ux i l ia ry  elements ’

No s in g l e  a u x i l i a r y  e lement  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the  I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  

co p u la t iv e  or o f  the  D e sc r ip t iv e  co p u la t iv e  occurs  in  a l l  forms, some 

forms do not con ta in  an a u x i l i a r y  a t  a l l .
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A u x i l i a r i e s  t h a t  occur in  va r ious  t enses  are :

/ - I i /  : D e sc r ip t iv e  c o p u la t i v e ,  p r e s e n t

I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t i v e ,  p a s t  

/ - f i /  : I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t i v e ,  p re sen t

negat ive

/ - k a l a /  : I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t i v e ,  f u tu r e

5 . 1 . 4  S u b jec t  p r e f ix e s  

.

The va r ious  types  of s u b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  t h a t  occur in  c o p u la t iv e s  

a re  i d e n t i c a l  to  those o f  the  verb con ju g a t io n .  They are  l i s t e d  and desc r ibed  

in  4 . 1 . 6  and 4 . 1 . 7 .

5 .1 .5  Conjugational  p re f ix e s

Conjugational  p r e f i x e s  t h a t  occur  only in c o p u la t iv e  forms 

a re  desc r ibed  f o r  each r e l e v a n t  tense  below.

5 .2  Copula tive  t e nses

5 .2 .1  P resen t  t en se

There are  va r ious  p a t t e r n s  f o r  the p r e s e n t  tense  o f  

I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  and D esc r ip t iv e  co p u la t iv e s  depending on the  base of the  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .

5 .2 .1 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

The p re s en t  t en se  i d e n t i f i e s  o r  d e sc r ib e s  someone o r  something 

in the  p r e s e n t  t ime.

5 . 2 . 1 . 2  S u b jec t  p r e f ix e s

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  in a l l  p r e s e n t  tense  forms i s  SP^

(see Table 13, 4 . 1 . 6 ) .
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5 . 2 . 1 . 3  P r e f ix  {ka-}

In p a t t e r n  (1) of  th e  D e sc r ip t iv e  c o p u la t iv e  the  two forms 

/k a -  -  k e - /  occur in f r e e  v a r i a t i o n .

5 . 2 . 1 . 4  P a t t e r n !  : I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  c o p u la t iv e  

p o s i t i v e  : Noun

Noun ( s p e c i f i c )

"Noun (gene ra l )

Noun

"Noun ( 1 s t  p. sg .  only)

1/
This p a t t e r n  occurs when the base i s  a vowel commencing noun 

( i . e .  a l l  c l a s s e s  excep t  l a ,  16, 17 and 18) .

The use o f  a s u b j e c t  ( u s u a l ly  th e  a b so lu t e  pronoun) i s  o b l ig a to r y  

in  a sen tence  where the  s u b je c t  o f  the  c o p u la t iv e  i s  the  1s t  o r  2 nd person.

The s u b j e c t  may appear o p t i o n a l l y  in the  case  o f  3rd person s u b j e c t s .

In the  n e g a t i v e ,  the  symbol '"Noun'  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  nouns 

occur w i thou t  i n i t i a l  vowel / o / ;  i t  s i g n i f i e s  a general  complement.

A s p e c i f i c  complement i s  i n d i c a t e d  by the  noun to g e th e r  with i t s  i n i t i a l  

vowel symbolized in the  p a t t e r n s  as ' N o u n '^

Nye kamufi valongwa • "You are  no t  s tu d en t s"

< ovalongwa : c l a s s  2 

c f  Nye kamufi ovalongwa "You a re  not the  s tuden t s"

1/  The suprasegmental morphology Of co p u la t iv e  bases i s  no t  d e a l t  with in
t h i s  s tudy ,  b u t  t h e r e  are  s p e c i f i c  tona l  p a t t e r n s  of s u b s t a n t iv e s  fu n c t io n in g  
as c o p u la t iv e  bases .  The tona l  c o n f ig u ra t io n  o f  the  noun in p a t t e r n  (1) 
p o s i t i v e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from a noun in  s u b j e c t  or  o b j e c t  p o s i t i o n  in a s en tence .

2 /  I t  appears  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  between s p e c i f i c  and general  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
does n o t  apply to  the  / e /  commencing nouns of  c l a s s e s  5 and 10-9 or  to 
consonant commencing nouns.

ve : {ka} - SPP - f i  +

=nghi - f i
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A con t rac ted  form of  the  1 s t  person sg.  occurs as a f r e e  v a r i a n t  

to  the  r e g u l a r  nega t ive  form:

Arne kand i f i  Muwambo = Nghifi Muwambo 

"I am not a Wambo person"

5 . 2 . 1 . 5  Examples

P o s l t i y e  1

Arne omulongi wofikola  

"I  am a school t eacher"

Fye ovaenda

"We a re  v i s i t o r s "

Ove omulongwa

"You are  a s tu d en t "

Omulumanhu omukwaita 

"The man i s  a s o l d i e r "

Xo elenga

"Your f a t h e r  i s  a headman"

Okakadona omupangi 

: "The g i r l  i s  a nurse"

Oshinamwenyo ombadje

"The animal i s  a j a c k a l "

Ohamba

" H e  is  a chief"

Ovakwaita

" They are so ld ie r s"

Paife  ye omulumenhu 

"He i s  now a man"
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Negative (g ene ra l )

Tate kefi  munafalaama

"My f a t h e r  i s  not a farmer" 

Omulumenhu k e f i  mukwai t a  

"The man i s  no t  a s o l d i e r "

Xo kef i  e lenga

"Your f a t h e r  i s  not a headman"

Nye kamufi valongwa

"You are  no t  s tuden ts"

Arne kand i f i  Muwambo

"I am not a Wambo person 

Fye k a tu f i  vapangi 

"We are  no t  nurses"

(Oshinima) k a sh i f i  embo

" I t  ( the  th ing )  i s  no t  a book"

Kefi mudimbwanhu

"He i s  no t  a f o r g e t f u l  person" 

Nghifi  muveledi

"I am not an in v a l id "

Nghifi  mumbada

"I am not a coward"

Negative ( s p e c i f i c )

Ove kufi okanona

"You are  not the  c h i ld "

Ove kufi  e lenga

"You are not the headman"

"Ove kufi  o s h iv e l i

"You are  no t  the  f i r s t - b o r n  ch i ld"
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Ame kand i f i  omupangi 

"I am not the  nurse"

Ame kandif i  omuveledi 

"I am not the  in v a l id "

Fye kamufi ovapangi

"You a re  not the  nurses"

Omulumenhu kefi  omukwaita

"The man i s  not  the  s o l d i e r "  '

Okakadona kakef i  omupangi '

"The g i r l  i s  not the  nurse"

Kashif i  Oshikwanyama 

" I t  i s  not Kwanyama"

Kaifi  oiwengedje

" I t  i s  not the  m e ta l "

K a l i f i  embo

" I t  i s  no t  the book"

5 - 2 . 1 .6  P a t t e rn  2 : I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  copu la t ive

p o s i t i v e  : o - Base

negat ive  : ha -  Base

This pattern occurs  when the  base of  the  c o p u l a f  ;e i s  a 

c l a s s  la  noun, an a b so lu te  pronoun, or an adverb.

The p a t t e r n  f o r  the  p o s i t i v e  i s  i d e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  o f  pattern 3(b)

with  a d j e c t i v e  base bu t  i s  given here as well  s ince  the  nega t ive  d i f f e r s  to

t h a t  of  3.
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The mid-vowel / o /  o f  the  p o s i t i v e  p r e f i x  a s s i m i l a t e s  t o  the  

i n i t i a l  low vowel of  the  pronoun /ame/ o f  the  1s t  person s g . , and i s  

r e a l i z e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  as a long vowel:

Aame </o-ame/ catmen 

" I t  i s  me"

In the n e g a t iv e ,  the  i n i t i a l  low vowel / o /  of  the  pronoun /o v e /  

o f  the  2 nd person sg .  a s s i m i l a t e s  to  the  low vowel of the  neg a t iv e  p r e f i x  

with  phone t ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  as  a long vowel) :

Haave < /ha-ove /  ch a iv e i  

" I t  i s  not you"

5 . 2 .1 .7 Examples

P o s i t i v e

(1) Class l a  noun base

Otate  

< t a t e  

Okaume kange 

Omeme

Ye oHangula

" I t  i s  my f a th e r "  

" f a th e r "

" I t  i s  my f r i e n d "  

" I t  i s  my mother11

nI t  i s  Hangul a"

(2) Absolu ts  pronoun basu

Aame ou 

Ofye ava 

Onye av;,

Ove ou

" I t  i s  me,, t h i s  one"

" I t  i s  us ,  t h e se  \peop le )"  

" I t  i s  you, th e se  ones"

" I t  i s  you ( s g . ) ,  t h i s  one"



Adverb base

Onena

Opaife

Oneudo

" I t  i s  today" 

" I t  i s  now" 

" I t  i s y e a r

Omolwashike wahanduka ? "Why a re  you c ross  ?"

( l i t .  " I t  i s  f o r  what .

Negative

Class  la  nour base

Ou haElia  

Hameme handikongo 

Hakaume koye

Absolute pronoun Kase

"This one i s  not El ia"

" I t ' s  not mother whom I want"

I I  T  4 .  I  f  - - - I I I' I t ' s  not your f r i e n d '

Haave /h a -o v e / '  

Haye aeke

Adverb base 

Hanena 

Hapaife 

Hanghelinya

" I t ' s  not me"

" I t  i s  not you alone"

" I t  i s  no t  him alone

" I t  i s  not today'

it

" I t  i s  no t  now"

" I t ' s  not  the  day before  ye s te rd ay '



5 . 2 . 1 . 8  P a t t e r n  3 ; D e s c r i p t i v e  c o p u l a t i v e

p o s i t i v e  : (a) o - SP^ -  Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd persons)

(b) o - Base (3rd person)

negat ive  ; (c) {ka} - SP^ - f i  + SP^ -  Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd persons)

■(d) {ka} - SPP - f i  + Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd, 3 rd persons)

(e) {ka} -  SPP - Base ( 1 s t ,  2nd, 3rd persons)

=nghi - Base ( 1 s t  person only)

( f )  /ka  -  ke /  - Base (3rd person  only)

These p a t t e r n s  occur  when the  bese i s  an a d j e c t i v e .

( 1 ) I f  the  s u b j e c t  o f  the  co p u la t iv e  i s  the  1 s t  or  2nd person ( s i n g u l a r  - 

o r  p l u r a l )  as in p a t t e r n s  ( a ) ,  ( c ) ,  (d) and (e) above, than the  a d j e c t i v e s

o f  c l a s s  1 ( s in g u la r ) a n d  of  c l a s s  2 ( p l u r a l )  occur as the  base:

Arne ondimule (a) "I am t a l l "

/ n d i - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  1s t  p.  sg.

/mu-/  : a d j e c t iv e  p r e f ix ,  c l a s s  1

Fye katuvaxupi (e) "We a re  not sh o r t "

/ t u - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  1 s t  p.  p i .

/ v a - /  : a d j e c t i v e  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  2

(2) P a t t e rn  (a) occurs  only with 1 s t  and 2nd person s u b j e c t s ,  and (b)

With 3rd person s u b je c t s :

Nye omuvale (a) "You a re  t a l l "

Ye omule (b) "He i s  t a l l "

( 3 ) P a t t e rn  (c) occurs  only with 1 s t  and 2nd person s u b je c t s  and

p a t t e r n  ( f )  only with  3rd person sub jec ts*  The o th e r  p a t t e r n s  may have

1 s t ,  2 nd o r  3rd person s u b j e c t s .
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P o s i t i v e

(a) ( 1 s t ,  2 nd pe rsons) :

Fye o tuva le  

Ove oumuxupi 

Fye otuvawa 

Nye omuvale

(b) (3rd p e r s o n ) :

Efimbo o l ixupi 

Ongula o in in i  

Oshihauto oshipe  

O nd j i l a  o i l e  

Xe omuv/a

Negative

(c) ( 1 s t ,  2 nd persons 

Nye kamufi muvale 

Kufi umui / k - u - f i . . . /

Fye k a tu f i  tuvai 

Ame kandif i  ndimuxupi

(d) ( 1 s t ,  2nd, 3rd p e r s o n ) : 

Eumbo len i k a l i f i  l in en e  

O nd j i la  ei k a i f i  l i e

Ame kandif i  mule 

Kufi muxupi 

Ounona kavefi  vale

"We are  t a l l "

"You are  shor t"

"We are  good"

"You are  t a l l "

"The time i s  shor t"  

"The room i s  small" 

"The c a r  i s  new"

"The path i s  long" 

"His f a t h e r  i s  good"

"You ( p i . )  are  not t a l l "  

"You ( s g . )  a re  not bad"

"We are  not bad"

"I am not shor t"

"Your home i s  not l a rge"  

"This road i s  no t  long"

"I am not t a l l "

"You are  not shor t"

"The c h i ld re n  are  not t a l l "
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(e) ( 1 s t ,  2nd, 3rd pe rson ) :

Ame kandimuxupi 

Vo kavevale 

Ove kumuxupi 

Omutengi kaumupu

(f )  ( 3 rd  person on ly) :

Omapya avo kamawa kemawa 

Omiti k a d i le  ~ ked i le  

Omadiladilo aye kamai -  kemai 

Omufima kamule kemule

"I am not shor t"

"They a re  no t  t a l l "

"You are ngt shor t"

"The load i s  no t  l i g h t "

"Their  gardens a re  not good" 

"The t r e e s  a re  not t a l l "

"His thoughts  a re  not bad" 

"The well i s  no t  deep" 1

5 .2 .1 .1 0 Pattern 4 : I d e n t i f i c a t iv e /D escr ip t iv e  copula t ive

p o s i t i v e  : o - SP - l i  

nega t ive  : (ka) - SPP - 

=nghi - l i

+ Base 

l i  + Base

+ Base ( 1 s t  person sg . )

P a t t e r n  4 occurs when th e  co p u la t iv e  base i s  a l o c a t i v e  based 

on a  noun o r  dem ons t ra t ive ,  a l o c a t i v e  adverb ,  o r  an enumerative.

With an enuiTierative b a s e ,  1 s t  and 2nd person s u b j e c t  p r e f i x e s  

a re  based on forms with enumerative p r e f ix e s  o f  c l a s s e s  1 and 2 s i n g u l a r  

and p lu ra l  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

The 1 s t  person s i n g u l a r  has a c o n t r a c te d  form as a f r e e  v a r i a n t

Ame k an d i l i  kokule = n g h i l i  kokule 

"I am not  f a r  away"
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5 .2 .1 .11  Examples 

Posi t i  ve

(1) Locative  base

Arne o n d i l i  meumbo

"I am in s id e  the  house"

Fye o t u l i  moixwa

"We a re  in  the  bushveld"

Ouli pepata

"You are  in the  cooking area"

Otu li  metungo l inene

"You are  in the  l a r g e  bu i ld ing"

Omashini okuli  mombiya inya 

"The milk i s  in t h a t  pot"

Okakadona okeli  mepya l inya  

"The g i r l  i s  in  t h a t  p lo t "

Omuli meni

"You are  in s id e"

Nye omuli muashi (oshikandjo)

"You are  in t h i s  ( d i s t r i c t ) "

Okuli puainya (omuti)

"He i s  a t  t h a t  t r e e "

Vo ove l i  mualinya (embo)

"They are  in  t h a t  (house)"
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(2) Enumerative base

Fye d t u l i  v a ta tu  < / v a t a t u / ( c l a s s  2) 

"We are  th ree"

Ny , omuli vavali  

"You are  two"

Otu l i  vangapi ?

"How many a re  we'?"

Oukadona ove l i  vatano 

" th e  g i r l s  are  f ive"

Omatuwa okul i  angapi ?

"The bars, a re  how many ?"

Omambo okuli  ane

"The books are  four"

Negati ve

(1) Locative  base

Ovakonga kavel i  momufita

"The hunte rs  are  not in the  f o r e s t "

Ounona kaveli  peumbo

"The c h i ld re n  are not  a t  home"

Omahauto kae l i  moshitawa

"The cars are  not on the  road"

Ove ku l i  moshikandjo shinya

"You are no t  in t h a t  d i s t r i c t "
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Fye k a tu l i  meni

"We a re  not in s id e "

Vo kaveli  apa

"They are not here"

(2) Enumerative base

(Fye) k a tu l i  va ta tu  

(Nye) kamuli vavali  

(Fye) k a tu l i  v a tan o  

Oukadona kaveli  Vatano 

Omambo k a e l i  ane 

Ounona kaveli  va ta tu

"We a re  not th ree"

"You a re  no t  two"

"We a re  no t  f ive "

"The g i r l s  a re  not f ive"

"The books a re  hot four"

"The c h i ld re n  a re  hot th ree "
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Fye k a t u l i  meni

"Vie a re  not in s id e "

Vo kaveli  apa

"They are not here"

(2) Enumerative base

Ounona kaveli  v a t a t u  “The c h i ld re n  are  no t  th ree"

(Fye) k a t u l i  v a ta tu  

(Nye) kamuli vavali  

(Fye) k a t u l i  v a ta n o

"We are  not th ree"  

"You a re  no t  two" 

"We are  no t  f ive"

Oukadona kaveli  vatano 

Omambo k a e l i  ane

"The g i r l s  a re  no t  f ive"  

"The books a re  no t  four"
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5 . 2 , 2  F u t u r e  t e n s e  : I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t l . y e ' c o p u l a t i v e

5 .2 .2 .1  P a t t e rn
. V

p o s i t i v e  : o { ta}  -  SP - (ka) -k a la  + Base

nega t ive  : i -  {ta} -SP - (ka) - kala  + Base

The i d e n t i f i c a t i v e  f u tu r e  i s  a compound form. The verbal component 

con ta ins  the  a u x i l i a r y  / - k a l a /  "cont inue  to  be ,  remain" :

Moudwali o tak ak a la  omul ongi wofikola  

"Next y e a r  he w i l l  be a t e a c h e r 11

5 . 2 . 2 . 2  S ig n i f i c an c e

The f u t u r e  t en se  d e sc r ib e s  o r  i d e n t i f i e s  someone or  something as i t
  1 /

wi l l  be o r  w i l l  no t  be a t  some time in the  future.

5 . 2 . 2 . 3  S u b jec t  p re f ix e s

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  in the  f u t u r e  i s  i d e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  occur r ing  in  

the p re s en t  i n d i c a t i v e  of v e rb s ,  see 4 . 1 . 6 .

5 . 2 .2 .4  : Tense p r e f i x  / k a - /

The use o f  the  future tense  p refix  / k a - /  i s  op t iona l  in  both p o s i t i v e  

and nega t ive  ( t h i s  i s  symbolized in the  p a t t e r n s  by p a ren th ese s )  i

Okaana i t a k a k a l a  kai -- Ckaana i t a k a k ak a ia  kai 

"The c h i ld  w i l l  no t  be ugly"

1/  The verb / - n i n g - /  "do, become" may a l so  be used in  the  p re sen t  t e n s e  to  
i n d i c a t e  the  f u t u r e  i d e n t i f i c a t i v e  concept :

Otoningi / o - t - o - n i n g - i /  omuluwa "You w i l l  be a miser"

■f



5 . 2 . 2 . 5  Tense p re f ix '  { ta-}

This p r e f i x  has th r e e  allomorphs / t a -  t -  ~ ha - /  with i d e n t i c a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  t h a t  occur r ing  ih  the  p r e s e n t  t en se  of  verbs  (see 4 . 3 . 1 . 4 )

Ohandikakala keumbo 

/o -h a -n d i  . . . /

"I w i l l  be a t  home"

Otokakala meumbo 

/ o - t - o . . . /

"You wi l l  be i n s id e  the  house"

Otakakala omulongi wof ikola  

/ o - t - a . . . /

"He w i l l  be a school teacher"

Otavakakala ovalongwa moudwali 

/ o - t a - v a . . . /

"They w i l l  be s tuden t s  next year"

5 . 2 . 2 . 5  Examples

Omi t i  o t a d ik a l a  o ta d ik a k a la  d i l e  

"The t r e e s  w i l l  be t a l l "

Ye o takaka la  omukv/aita 

"He wi11 be a s o ld i e r "

Ovakwaita o tavakakala  nouladi 

"The s o l d i e r s  wi l l  be brave"

Ovanyasha otavakakala  omapenda 

"The youths w i l l  be heroes"



Oufiye o taukakala  unene

"(His) sadness w i l l  be g rea t"

Otandikakala  omushiinda woye 

"I w i l l  be your neighbour"

Ouhona o tavakakala  peumbo

"The ch i ld re n  w i l l  be a t  home"

Okamatyona o takaka la  apa diva

"The small boy w i l l  be here  soon"

Keumbo ctakakaka' la kuwa

"At your home i t  w i l l  be nice"

Mondjuo otamukala mupya

"In the  room i t  w i l l  be warm"

Otokakala apa osh iv ike  shiuya

"You ( s g . ) w i l l  be here  next week"

Vo a tavakakala  o v a u l i k i l i  

"They w i l l  be guides"

Nye otamkakala ovalongwa 

"You w i l l  be s tu d en t s "

Negative

I t a k a k a l a  omuwiliki muwa

"He w i l l  not be a good leader"
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I to k ak a la  omuveledi

"You w i l l  not be an in v a l id "

Ye i t a v a k ak a la  omushinauni

"She wi l l  not be a s p e n d t h r i f t "  ^

Omifima i t a d i k a k a l a  d i l e

"The water holes  w i l l  no t be deep"

Oshihenda i t a s h i k a k a l a  shinyenye

"The tne lon-s l ice  w i l l  not be sweet"

Omuti i t a u k a l a  mule

"The t r e e  w i l l  no t  be t a l l "

Olufuwo l e t u  i t a l i k a k a l a  l iwa

"Our hol iday  w i l l  no t be nice"



5 .2 .4  Pas t  t e n se  : I d e n t i f i c a t i v e / D e s c r i p t i v e  c o p u la t ive

5 . 2 . 4 .1 P a t te rn

p o s i t i v e  : o - SPC - a - l i  + Base

negat ive  : ka - SPC - a -  l i  + Base

ngh - a -  l i  + Base ( 1 s t  person sq, only)

jv kw - a - 1 i + Base (2nd person sg, only)

The 1 s t  person s i n g u l a r  and 2nd person s i n g u l a r  both have c o n t r a c te d  

fornis t h a t  occur as f r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  the  r e g u l a r  form; the c o n t r a c te d  

form of  the  2 nd person s i n g u l a r  /kw - a - l i . . . /  i s  probably a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  

d e l e t i o n  of  the  vowel o f  prefix / k a - / :

Arne nghal i  nawa ~ Arne kan d i l i  nawa 

"I was not we l l"

Ove kwali kaume kaye ^  kawa'Ii kaume . . .

"You were no t  h is  f r i e n d "

5 . 2 . 4 . 2  S ig n i f i c a n c e

The p a s t  tense  o f  the  i d e n t i f i e a t i v e  d e sc r ib e s  or i d e n t i f i e s  someone 

or  something as  a t  some p o in t  o f  time in the  p a s t .

5.2.4.3 Subjec t  p r e f ix e s

r
The SP i s  i d e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  which occurs in the  p a s t  tense  o f  • 

Verbs (see  t a b l e  13, 4 . 1 . 6 ) .
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. 4 . 4  Examples

P o s i t i v e

Otwali kwinya o sh iv ike  shaya 

"We were t h e r e  l a s t  week"

Owali okanona

"You were a c h i ld "

Nande okwali omumwaina waWeyulu

"Nande was the  b r o th e r  o f  Weyulu"

Vo ova l i  apa onghela

"They were here  yes te rday"

Ornifinda oya l i  apa mondjila

"The t r a c k s  were in  the  road"

Omufya owali mule

"The crack was deep"

Oluendo o l a l i  T i le

"The journey  was long"

Oluhepo lavo o l a l i  H i

"Their  need was g r e a t  (bad)"

Eli  o l a l i  edu l e t u

"This was our land"

Vo ova l i  ovakwafeli  vetu

"They were our s u p p o r te r s "

Ye okwali omushongoli 

"She was a c r ip p le "
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Negative

Kandali oka onghela

"I was no t  t h e r e  yes te rday"

Ye k a l i - p o  peumbo ongula yonena

"She was not a t  home t h i s  morning"

Vo k a v a l i -k o  kwinya onghela

"They were not t h e r e  y e s te rday"

Nye kamwali apa o s h iv ik e  shadya-ko 

"You were not here  l a s t  week"

Okaana kakali  k o f iko la  onghela

"The c h i ld  was no t  a t  school y e s te rd ay "

Eexuxwa kadali" moshikunino

"The chickens were no t  in  the  garden"

Ove kwali omushiinda wange

"You were not my neighbour"

Nye kamwali ovaneumbo

"You were no t  householders"

Ove kamwali omulandi

"You were not the  buyer"

Elenga k a l a l i  omunyamba

"The headman was not a r i c h  person"
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5 ,3  so c i a t i v e  copu la t ive

A ssoc ia t ive  co p u la t iv es  may have var ious  s i g n i f i c a n c e s :

(1) They i n d i c a t e  th e  idea o f  possess ion  or  ownership (u su a l ly  

t r a n s l a t e d  by some form of  the  verb " to  h a v e " ) :

Arne ondina omambo mahapu "I have many books"

(2) The presence or  absence o f  Something i s  in d ic a te d  when s u b je c t

p re f ix e s  o f  the  l o c a t i v e  c l a s s e s  occur :

Apa kapena omeva

/ p e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  (SPP) c l a s s  16 "Here the re  i s  no water"

,3) N ecess i ty  o f  a c t io n  i s  conveyed when the  base i s  an i n f i n i t i v e :

Fye otuna okushiiva  oilonqwa ye tu

/ o k u s h i i v a /  : i n f i n i t i v e  "We must know our lessons"



5 ,3  A sso c ia t iv e  copu la t ive

A sso c ia t iv e  co p u la t iv e s  may have var ious  s i g n i f i c a n c e s :

(1) They in d i c a t e  the  idea  o f  possess ion  or  ownership (Usual ly 

t r a n s l a t e d  by some form of  th e  verb " to  h a v e " ) :

Arne ondina omambo mahapu "I have many books"

( 2 ) The presence  or absence o f  something i s  i n d i c a t e d  when s u b je c t  

p r e f ix e s  o f  th e  l o c a t iv e  c l a s s e s  occur :

Apa kapena omeva

/ p e - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  (SPP) c l a s s  16 "Here the re  i s  no water"

(3) N ecess i ty  of  a c t io n  i s  conveyed when the  base i s  an i n f i n i t i v e :

Fye otuna okushiiva  oilongwa ye tu

/ o k u s h i i v a /  : i n f i n i t i v e  "We must know our lessons"



5 .3 ,1  Summary o f  tense  p a t t e r n s

neg :

pos : 

neg :

Table 17 

P resen t

P r in c ip a l

pos : o - SP^ - n(a) +■ Base

{ka} -  SPP - n(a) + Ease 

^nghi - r,(a) + Base ( 1 s t  p . s g . )

P resen t  

P a r t i c i p i a l  

SPP -  n(a) + Base
n

SPr -  he -  o(a) + Base

Future

p o s :  o -  t o )  - S P -  k* " k a l a ‘l  spP .  n (a ) t  Base

neg : i -  {ta} - SP -  ka - k a l a j

f a s t

pos : o - SP^ - a - 1i + SPP - n(a) + Base

neg : ka - SP^- a - 1i + SPP - n(a)  + Base

5 .3 .2  Bases

Most s u b s ta n t iv e s  (nouns,  pronouns and independent q u a ! i f i c a t iv e s )m a y

occur as br es in t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

5 .3 .3  A ux i l ia ry  elements

The a u x i l i a r y  element / - n a /  occurs  in  a l l  forms of  the  A sso c ia t iv e

co p u la t iv e .

Construc t ions  with the  a u x i l i a r y  A n a /  may inco rpo ra te  o b j e c t  p r e f i x e s .  

This phenomenon sugges ts  t h a t  the  base in an a s s o c i a t i v e  c o n s t r u c t io n  func t ions  

as an o b je c t  r a t h e r  than as a complement, and t h a t  / - n a /  has c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
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of  a d e f e c t iv e  r a d ic a l  (o th e r  a u x i l i a r y  elements  such as / A M  o r  / -kaT a /  

cannot i n c o rp o ra te  o b j e c t  p r e f ix e s )  :

Arne ondish ina  / o - n d i - s h i - n a /  (oshinima)

/sb. i-7  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  7 , " I have i t  ( th e  t h i n g ) ' 1

c f .  ondina oshinima "I have the  th ing"

Ova puaiia / p - u - a - n a /  (Pmambo) "You have them (books)"

The a u x i l i a r y  elements  / - k a l a /  and / - l i /  occur in  the  f u tu r e  and p a s t

tense  r e s p e c t i v e l y  as in  the  I d e n t i f i c a t i v e  c o p u la t iv e .

5 .3 .4  . Vowel d e l e t i o n

Before vowel commencing noun b a s e s ,  the  vowel o f  the  a u x i l i a r y  /» n a /  

may d e l e t e  o p t i o n a l l y  in  normal conversa t iona l  speech (see  Rule 7 . 

o f  vowel d e l e t i o n  (1 . 3 , 7 ) ) r e s u l t i n g  in  l i a i s o n  between the  verbal component

and th e  base ( t h i s  process  i s  r ep re sen ted  in  the tense  p a t t e r n s  as ' n ( a ) ' ) .

Fye otuna oimbale [Otuna%oimbafe]_ cotunoimbafe]

"We have the  baske ts"

Dele tion  o f  th e  vowel o f  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  does no t  take  p lace  be fo re  any 

o th e r  bases:

Nye omuna ihapu Comunaihapu] "You have much g ra in

In the ci.se o f  d em o n s t ra t iv es ,  the  allomorph c e m e n t in g  in  the  low

vowel / a /  occurs as a s s o c i a t i v e  copu la t ive  b a s e  ( see  2 .3 ) .



cn .4.1 P r e s e n t  tense

P r in c i p a l  -

5 .4 .1 .1  P a t t e r n

p o s i t i v e  : o -  SP*3 - n(a) + Base

nega t ive  : {ka} -  SP^ -  n(a) + Base

~ n g h i >  n(a) '+ Base ( 1 s t  person sg . )

There i s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  form to  the  r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n  f o r  the  1 s t  person

sg. in  the  nega t ive :

Arne kandina oimbale nghina oimbale iwa 

"I do n o t  have nice  baskets"

5 . 4 . 1 . 2  S ig n i f i c an c e

The p re s en t  tense  conveys the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  the  A ssoc ia t ive  

occu r r ing  a t  the  p re s en t  t im e.

5 . 4 . 1 . 3  S u b je c t  p r e f ix e s

The s u b j e c t  p r e f i x e s  SPP are  given in  Table 13.

5 . 4 . 1 . 4  Tense prefix {ka-}

The nega t ive  p r e f i x  {ka-} has th e  same allomorphs as in  the  

i d e n t i f i c a t i v e  (see 5 .2 .1 .3 )

Ove kuna / k - u - . . . /  omambo

"You do not have the  books"

Ye kena / k - e - s , . /  embo

"He does not have the  book"



Arne kandina / k a - n d i - . . . /  osh ihauto  

"I do not have a car"

.4 . 1 . 5  Examples

1 P o s i t i v e

i /
Okaana okena omambo '  ange 

"The c h i ld  has my books"

Meme okuna o ik u tu 1/Z yokaana

"Mother has the c h i l d ' s  clothes"

Ye okuna olukateko 

"She has a broom"

Ondina embo

"I have a book"

Peumbo loye opena ovanhu

"At your home th e re  a re  people"

Fye otuna okulonga 

"We have to  work"

Otuna okuya

"You have to go"

Otuna l i k u l u

"We have an o ld  one (house)"

1 /  See vowel d e l e t i o n  ( 1 . 3 . 7 ) ,



Ondina kanini

"I have a small one ( c h i ld ) "

Otuna vawa

"We have good ones ( f r i e n d s ) "

Ovena lange

"They have mine"

Ondina ai

"I have t h i s  one"

Negative

Kandina ond ja la  ~ Nghina ond ja la

"I am no t  hungry" ( l i t .  "I have no hunger")

Ove kuna omambo

"You do not have baske ts"

Nye kamuna eengobe dihapu

"You do no t  have many c a t t l e "

Vo kavena eumbo liwa

"They do not have a n ice  home"

Okatana kakena oma/ala

"The c a l f  does n o t  have s p o t s "

Fye katuna ihapu

"We do no t  have many"

Ye kena vanini

"He does no t  have small ones ( c h i ld r e n ) "
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Kandina ai

"We do no t  have those ( b a s k e t s ) 11

Ye kena dinya

"She does no t  havr those (ch ickens)"

Ove kuna a l l

"You do not have t h i s  (book)"

5 .4 .2  P resen t  tense

P a r t i c i p i a l

5 .4 .2 .1  P a t t e rn

p o s i t i v e  : SPP - n(a) + Base
p

nega t ive  : SP - he - n(a) + Base

The p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p i a l  i s  i d e n t i c a l  to  t , ,e  p r in c ip a l  except t h a t  

i n i t i a l  / o /  does not occur in the  p a r t i c i p i a l  :

Ondikakala ndina /nd i  - na - . . . /  omambo mahapu ( p a r t i c i p i a l  complement) 

"I  w i l l  have many books" 

o f .  Ondina /b- ndi - . . . /  omambo ( p r i n c i p a l )

"I  have books"

The p a r t i c i p i a l  nega t ive  i s  d i f f e r e n t  to  th e  p r in c ip a l  in t h a t  the  

nega t ive  p r e f i x  / h e /  fo llows the  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  in  the  p a r t i c i p i a l , whereas

p r e f i x  / k a /  precedes  the  s u b je c t  p r e f i x  in  the p r in c ip a l  :

I t a i d u l a  okulesha ngeenge ndihena /- ndi -  he- . . . /  embo ( p a r t i c i p i a l
complement)

"I cannot read i f  I do not have books"

o f .  Kandina /ka  - n d i - , . . /  embo ( p r i n c i p a l )

"I  do not have a book"



to
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5 . 4 . 2 . 2  Function

(1) The p a r t i c i p i a l  p o s i t i v e  occurs as the  complement in  the  compound

s t r u c t u r e s  o f  the  A sso c ia t iv e  c o p u la t iv e  f u t u r e  and p a s t  (see  5 .4 .3  and 5 .4 .

(2) A f te r  c e r t a i n  con junc t ions  such as /ngeenge/ " i f " :

Iha tudula  okulesha ngeenge tuhena omambo

"We cannot read i f  we do not have books" >

,4 .3  Future tense

5 .4 .3 .1  P a t t e rn

p o s i t i v e :  o— ' {ta} -  SP - k a -k a la  + SPP - n(a) + Base

negat ive :  i - ' { t a }  -  SP - k a -ka la  + 5PP -  n(a) + Base

The f u t u r e  t e n se  i s  a compound form. The f i r s t  p a r t  con ta ins

the  a u x i l i a r y  / - k a l a /  and the  second p a r t  the  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p i a l ,  p o s i t i v e .

5 . 4 . 3 . 2  S ig n i f ic an ce

The f u tu r e  tense  o f  the  A ssoc ia t ive  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  something w i l l  or 

w i l l  not  be possessed or owned a t  some time in the  f u t u r e ,  or  t h a t  th e re

w i l l  be a presence or  absence o f  something.

5 . 4 . 3 * 3  T e n s e  p r e f i x e s

The tense  p re f ix '  ( t a )  has the  same allomorphs as th o se  which occur 

in  the  p re s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e  (see  4 . 3 . 1 . 4 ) .

Ohandikakala ndina odiploma yange

"I wi h a v e  my d i p l o m a "

Otokakala una aa

"You w i l l  h a v e  t h e s e "



Otavakakala vena omukumo 

"They w i l l  have courage"

3 . J. Examples

P o s i t iv e

Omukwaita o takaka la  ena omukumo 

"The s o l d i e r  w i l l  have courage"

Ounona o tavakaka la  vena o iku tu  iwa

"The chi 1oren w i l l  have nice  c lo th e s"

Omufima o taukakala  una omeva 

"The sp r ing  w i l l  have water"

Oshiwana c t a s h ik a k a l a  sh ina  omuwiliki muwa 

"The na t ion  w i l l  have a good leade r"

E.;,uO o t a l i k a k a l a  l i n a  omapandja mahapu 

"The book w i l l  have many chap te rs"

Otokakala una a i  (ondjuo)

"You w i l l  have t h i s  one (room)"

Vo o tavakakala  vena adinya 

'They wi l l  have these"

Nye otamukakala muna s h i i

"You ' . i l l  have a bad one ( d e b t ) "

"Ohatukakala tuna diwa

"We wil l  have nice  once (rooms)"
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Negative

Omambo mape i t a a k a l a  ena eendjuc dmene

"The new houses w i l l  no t  have l a r g e  rooms"

I to k a k a la  una odiploma yoye modula t a iy a

"You w i l l  no t  have your  diploma next year"

I to k ak a la  una oudjuu mokupita ekonakona loye  

"You w i l l  n o t  have any d i f f i c u l t y  ih pass ing  your examinat ion"

Nye i tamukakala  muna iwa

"You w i l l  no t  have n i c e  ones ( c ’ olhas)

Ye i t a k a k a l a  ena aenya

"She w i l l  no t  have these"

I tak ak ak a la  kena ao

"She Will no t  have t h a t  one ( r a d io ) "

u

5 , 4 . 4  P a s t  tense

5 .4 .4 .1  P a t t e rn

p o s i t i v e  : o - SPC -a  -11 + (SPP ) - n(a )  + 3ase

nega t ive  ; ka - SPC - a  - l i  + (SPP ) - n (a )  >  Sase

The p a s t  tense  i s  a compound form as i s  th e  f u t u r e ,  The f i r s t  p a r t  

con ta in s  th e  p a s t  t e n s e  a u x i l i a r y  / - I I / .  and th e  second p a r t  i s  th e  p r e s e n t

p a r t i c i p i a l  p o s i t i v e .
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5 . 4 . 4 . 2  S ig n i f i c an c e

The p a s t  t en se  o f  th e  A sso c ia t iv e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  something was on Was

n o t  owned o r  possessed a t  some p o in t  of  time in  the p a s t ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was

a presence  o r  absence o f  something•

5 . 4 . 4 . 3  . Sub jec t  p re f ix e s

The s u b j e c t  p re f ix e s  a re  i d e n t i c a l  to  those  which occur in  the  p a s t  

tense  of  ve rbs .  The occurrence  o f  the  SPP before  / n a - /  i s  o p t i o n a l .

5 . 4 . 4 . 4  Examples 

P o s i t iv e

Ovanhu ova l i  vena omuwiTiki muwa

"The people  had (were having) a good leader"

Tate  okwali ena eengobe dihapu 

"My f a t h e r  had many c a t t l e "

Fye otwali  tuna ookaume vawa modoolopa oyo 

"We had good f r i e n d s  in  t h a t  town"

Omifima odali  dina omeva mahapu

"The sp r ings  had a l o t  o f  water"

Ye okwali ena oihanyo

"He was su r ly"  ( l i t .  "had harshness")

Apa opwali pena dihapu

"Here th e re  were many ( l i o n s ) "

Fye otwal i  tuna a l i

"We used to  have t h i s  ( land)"
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Negative

Omatale kakwali ena omeva

"The dams did no t  have water"

Tate  kakwali ena osh ihau to  fimbo a l l  omunyasha

"My f a t h e r  did not have a c a r  a t  the  t ime when he was young"

Okakadona kakal i  kena eepena

"The g i r l  did  no t  have the  pens"

Fye kakwali tuna omambo oo

"We did  not  have t h o s e  books"

Vo kavali  vena e teyo  l iwa

"They did  no t  have a good h a rves t"

Oshiwana kasha! i  sh ina  ohamba iyuuki

"The na t ion  did  no t  have a j u s t  c h ie f "

' Omulumenhu kakwali ena o sh i lw i fo  

"The man did not have a weapon"

Arne kandali  ndina emona l ihapu

"I did n o t  have many possess ions"

Apa kapwali pena ihapu

"Here th e re  was not much (p lace )"

Fye katwali  tuna mawa

"We did no t  have nice  ones (books)"

Ye kakwali ena shinene

"He did no t  have a l a rg e  one (motor-car )"

Okakadona kakal i  kena ashi

"The g i r l  did  no t  have t h i s  one" •

Ounona kuvali  vena dinya

"The c h i ld re n  d id  not have those"



CHAPTER 6

ADVERBS AND IDEOPHONES

There a r e  two s t r u c t u r a l  types  o f  adverb in  Kwanyama, v i z . , those  

which a re  de r ived  p ro d u c t iv e ly  from non-adverbia l  bases  by means of  a 

r ecogn izab le  adverb p r e f i x ,  and th o se  which a re  ap p a ren t ly  no t  de r ived  

from o th e r  form c l a s s e s  a lthough they may in c o r p o ra te  a p r e f i x  which i s  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  as a d v e r b i a l .

6.1 Derived adverbs

D e r iv e d  a d v e r b s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a s s o c i a t i v e - i n s t r u m e n t a l  and t h e

a g e n t i v e ,  u s u a l l y  f o l l o w  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  v e r b  i n  word o r d e r .  The 

a p p l i e d  a d v e rb  and some n o n - d e r i v e d  a d v e r b s  may p r e c e d e  o r  f o l l o w  t h e  v e rb  

in the  sen tence depending on semantic  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

6 .1 .1  Associative-instrumental adverb

6 .1 .1 .1  S ig n i f i c an c e

The a d v e rb ia l  p re f ix '  ( n a - l  may i n d i c a t e

( 1) a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  someone o r  som e th in g  ( t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " a n d ,  w i t h ,  t o g e t h e r '

(2 ) i t  may i n d i c a t e  the  in s t rum en t  o f  an a c t i o n  ( t r a n s l a t e d  as "by means o f ,

w i th ,  b y " ) ,  and
( 3 )  With a d j e c t i v e - s t e r n  b a s e s ,  t h e  a d v e rb  ha s  a s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  m anne r .

6 . 1 . 1 . 2  Bases

All nouns,  a b so lu te  pronouns,  demonst ra t ives  and a l so  some enumerat ives

may o c c u r  as adverb bases ,  Two a d j e c t i v e  stems,  v i z . ,  / - i /  bad and /  m /

11 good" a lso  occur as adverb base .
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The low-vowel / a /  o f  the  p r e f i x  i s  d e le t ed  befo re  vowel-commencing 

noun bases accord ing to  r u l e  7 o f  vowel d e l e t i o n  (see  1 .3 .7)

nombele /na -ombele /  (noun, c l .  9)

"with a knife"

neepena /n a -e ep e n a /  (noun,  c l .  10 -9 )

"with pens"

The low-vowel / a /  i s  r a i s e d  to  mid back vowel / o /  preceding nouns o f  

c l a s s e s  16 ,17  and 18:

Ye okwaendaenda moil onga nomomikunda 

c/na-momikunda/ (noun, c l .  18)

"He t r a v e l l e d  through c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s "

The p r e f i x  appears  as / n a - /  before  a l l  o th e r  bases .

Where the  base o f  th e  adverb i s  the  a b so lu t e  pronoun of  the  2nd person 

s g . , th e  i n i t i a l  vowel o f  the  pronoun a s s i m i l a t e s  to  the  vowel o f  the  

p r e f i x :

naave t n a i V e l  "and you"

< /na  -  eve/

6 . 1 . 1 . 4  Examples

(1) Noun base

Ohatui noshihauto  "We t r a v e l  by car"

Ohandidanauka nounona "I p lay  with the  ch i ld ren"

Ohavali neembele noutwifo "They e a t  with knives and forks*"

Ohamba o ta ikundafana  nomalenga "The c h i e f  i s  t a l k i n g  with the  headman"
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Otakombo nolukateko "She sweeps with a broom"

(2) Absolute  pronoun base

Fye nanye ohatulongo 

Onye navo 

Onyc naame

Ohatukundafana'  naove Cna:ve3 

Ohatuende nasho

(3) Demonstrative base

"We and you work"

" I t  i s  you and they"

" I t  i s  you and I"

"We a re  d i s c u s s in g  with  you ( s g . )" 

"We t r a v e l  by i t "

In the  case o f  dem o n s t ra t iv es ,  the  allomorph commencing in  low 

vowel / a /  occurs in  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n

Ohandii naao /oo  ~ - a o /  ( c l a s s  1)

"I am going with t h a t  one (ne ighbour)"

Ohandii naavenya /venya ~ -avenya/  ( c l a s s  2)

"I am going with those  (men) 11

O ta te t e  ombelela naayo

"She cu ts  up the  meat with t h a t  one"

Ovalumenhu otavakundafuna naaenya

"the men d i s cu s s  with them (headmen)"

(4) Enumerative base

Omatemo a tano naane / a n e /  

Ovanhu vatano nava ta tu

(5) Ad.iective-stem base 

Ondalele-po nawa 

Owaninga nai

"nine hoes" ( l i t .  " f i v e  and fou r" )  

" e ig h t  people"

"1 s l e p t  wel l"

"You have done wrong
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6 .1 ,2  Agentive adverb

6 . 1 .2 .1  S ig n i f ic an c e

Agentive adverbs  with p r e f i x  tku-} i n d i c a t e  the  agen t  o f  a pass ive  

verb ( i . e .  a verb i n c o r p o ra t in g  ex tens ion  2 and in  o n e  c a s e ,  ex tens ion  3) in  

which case  they follcv; immediately a f t e r  the  verb in  word o rd e r .

6 . 1 . 2 . 2  Base

S u b s t a n t i v e s  such as  nouns,  a b s o l u t e  pronouns ,  and d e m o n s tr a t iv e s  

occur as  a g e n t iv e  b a se s .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  independent q u a l i f i c a t i v e s  occur 

as bases  i n  these  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  bu t  they  have no t  been recorded .

The allomorphs of dem ons t ra t ives  t h a t  commence in  the  low vowel 

/ a /  occur  as adverb b a se s .

6 . 1 . 2 . 3  P r e f ix  {ku->

The vowel o f  the p r e f i x  i s  d e le t ed  before  vowel commencing 

nouns (see  1 . 6 . 3 ,  p f 127)•

Oshimbale otashitungwa kokakadona /ku - okakadona/

"A baske t  i s  woven by the  g i r l "

The p r e f i x  appears as / k u - /  e lsewhere .

Before o th e r  vowel commencing b a s e s ,  the  p r e f i x  vowel i s  no t  d e l e t e d ,  

b u t  the  phone t ic  r u l e s  of  g l i d e  format ion and vowel leng then ing  apply  :

Omundilo otaudimwa kuove ckwo:ve3 

"The f i r e  i s  put ou t  by you"
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6 . 1 , 2 . 4  Examples

( 1 ) Noun base

Ombelela otaiyofwa kumeme

"The meat i s  ro a s ted  by mother"

Oikutu otaikakamwa komukulukadi

"The c lo th e s  w i l l  be wrung o u t  by the  woman"

Otadishingwa komunyasha

"They are  chased by th e  young man"

Ongobe otaikatomwa ku ta te

"An ox w i l l  be s lau g h te red  by f a th e r "

Arne nghikwetiwe kondja la

"I am not hungry" ( l i t .  "have not been caught by hunger")

(2) Absolute pronoun base

*

Omundi1o otaudimwa kuame

"The f i r e  i s  being put ou t by me"

Oikutu otaikakamwa kuye

"The c lo th e s  w i l l  be wrung ou t  by her"

Ovanhu otavadinwa kuvo

"The people are  desp ised  by them"

Odashingwa kufye

"They were chased by us"

Oshimbale o tashi tungwa kuko 

"The baske t  i s  woven by her"
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(3) Demonstrative base

Ovanhu otavadinwa kuau ckwa:u3

"The people a re  desp ised  by t h i s  one"

Ovanhu otavadinwa kuawinya ckwa:winal •

"The people a re  desp ised  by t h a t  one yonder"

Oikutu oyadjalwa kuava ckwa:va]

"The clo t , ids  are .worn by these"

Elongekido ota likuningwa kuaa ckwa:3  

"A plan w i l l  be made by these"

Okalalu otakadudwa kuainya ckwa: inai

"A c a r t  w i l l  be p u l led  by t h a t  one yonder"

6 .1 .4  Applied adverb

6 .1 .4 .1  S ig n i f ic an c e

The app l ied  adverb with prefix '{molwa-}  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  a c t i o n  

expressed in the  verb i s  c a r r i e d  out f o r ,  because o f ,  on b e h a l f  o f ,  o r  

in s t e a d  o f  the  base o f  the  adverb.

6 . 1 . 4 . 2  Bases

Nouns, a b so lu te  pronouns and demonst ra t ives  occur as bases in  these  

c o n s t r u c t i o n s ;  in the  case  o f  d em o n s t ra t iv es ,  the  allomorph commencing in 

low-vowel / a /  occurs a f t e r  the  p r e f ix '  {molwa-}.

In the  case  of  abso lu te  pronouns,  th e  p o s se s s iv e  pronominal allomorph 

occurs .
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1 /
6 . 1 . 4 , 3  P r e f i x '  {molwa-}

The vowel o f  the  p r e f i x  i s  d e le t ed  be fore  vowel-commencing nouns.

and a l so  before  the  vowel-commencing pronominal stems / - e t u /  and / - e n i / :

Ye okwapopya molwetu /molwa -  e t u /

"He spoke in s t e a d  o f  us"

6 . 1 .4 .4 ,  Examples

(1) Noun base

Okwaenda noudjuu molwomutengi komapepe'

"He t r a v e l l e d  with d i f f i c u l t y  because o f  the  load on h i s  shou lders"

(2) Absolute  pronoun base

O tesh in ing i  molweni

"He i s  doing i t  f o r  you"

(3) Demonstrative base

Molwaashi ovanhu o t a v a d i in in e  omadi lad i lo  mai 

"Because o f  t h i s  people  th in k  bad thoughts"

Elongekido o ta l ikan inyw a molwaau

"A plan i s  being made on b e h a l f  o f  t h i s  one"

Omukanda otaushangwa mo'iwaainya

"A l e t t e r  i s  being w r i t t e n  on b e h a l f  o f  t h a t  one yonder"

(4) Other bases

Omolwashike t o l i l i

"Why do you cry ?" ( l i t .  " I t  i s  because Of what ?")

1/  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h i s  p r e f i x  i s  probably a composite o f  a l o c a t i v e  p r e f ix  
of c l a s s  18 /mu- /  and a po sse ss iv e  p r e f ix  of  c l a s s  11 / I w a - / .
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