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I T  has b e com e  a lm ost a tra d ition  that the S tu d en ts ' M e d ica l 
C ou n cil a rran ges a co n fe r e n ce  e v e r y  y e a r  on  som e  asp ect o f  

M ed ica l S c ien ce  o r  M ed ica l C on d ition s  in  S ou th  A fr ic a . T h ose  
students w h o have b een  at the U n iv ers ity  lon g  en ou g h  w ill su rely  
rem em ber the C o n fe re n ce s  w h ich  h ave b een  held  in  the last three 
years. E ach  y ea r  the c o n fe r e n ce  has e v o k e d  m ore  and  m ore  in 
terest am on g  the m edica l p ro fe ss io n . It has served  to  sh ow  the 
public that w e, as M e d ica l S tu d en ts, a re  n ot o n ly  n a rro w ly  wi- 
terested  in sym ptom s, sign s and trea tm en t, bu t a lso  that w e  are 
acu te ly  aw are o f  the d ifficu lt ie s  fa c in g  th e  M e d ica l P ro fe ss io n  
and P u b lic  o f  S ou th  A fr ic a , an d  that w e  have an  in ten se  desire  
to  rem ed y  these faults.

MEDICAL EDUCATION

“ M ed ica l E d u ca tion  in South  
A fr ic a ”  is tbe subject o f  this 
year ’s Conference.  On the su r
face it appears to be dis interest- 
ing and unpromisin g as tbe basis 
for a conference. It is in truth 
of tbe greatest im portance to all 
students. W e  are all dissatisfied 
with certain  aspects of  our tra in 
ing, particularly  inadequate  being 
tbe post-graduate facilities a va il
able in this country. T h e se  points 
and a great many others wil l be 
discussed at length by  the e x c e l
lent speakers who have been in 
vited to present papers to the 
conference.

F U T U R E  H O P E

Although it m a y  appear that 
this subject cannot now possibly 
affect even the most junior o f  us, 
we must remember that all hope 
lies in the future, and that we 
will in all probabil ity  be the 
teachers of  the future  in the 
Medical Educational S yste m  of 
South Africa. In addition to the 
lecture sessions, tours to the 
A lexandra  Health Centre, and 
the F ordsbu rg  C om m unity  C e n 
tre have been arranged for the 
delegates. It is thus obvious that 
this conference is full o f  promise.

all th ose  w h o  
c o n fe re n ce s .

a tten d ed  past

.The con fe re n ce  will be held 
from  M a y  14th— M ay  17th. T h e  
F irs t  Session  will be held at 
M edical House, Esse len  Street,  
at 8.15 p.m.

H .B .K .  and B .M .F .

ACT OF PARLIAMENT 
PASSED

M E D I C A L  S C H O O L , W e d n e sd a y .

TH E  v ex ed  q u estion  o f  co m p u lso ry  h ou sem an sh ip s has n o w  been  
fin a lised  an d  w h a tev er  an y  S ocra ta ria n  M e d ica l students m ay 

n o w  th ink  o r  d o  w ill n o t avail h im  c o r  his b re th ren . T h e  S .M .C . 
has had an In tern sh ips C om m ittee  fu n c tio n in g  fo r  o v e r  on e  year 

O n  A p r il 29th, 1947, a m eetin g  w as held  b etw een  th e  S tu 
d en ts ’ M e d ica l C ou n cil an d  th e  R ep resen ta tiv es  o f  th e  M ed ica l 
amd D en ta l C ou n cil, th e  fin a l resu lt  o f  w h ich  has n o w  c o m e  in to  
the h ands o f  an A u r ic le  rep orte r . N o t ice s  h ave b een  up  at 
M ed ica l S c h o o l f o r  som e  tim e sta tin g  the p os ition , bu t a p p aren tly  
th is m ee tin g  c la r ified  m an y  sh ak y  p o in ts . B y  A c t  o f  P arliam en t 
— A c t  14 o f  1946— C om p u lsory  H ou sem a n sh ip s start as fr o m  1st 
N ov em b er , 1948.

P O S IT IO N  C L A R I F I E D
T h e  idea em anated ten y ears  

ago from  W its ,  students th em 
selves,  w h en  questionnaires were 
given in the G ood eno ugh Report.  
O w in g  to the w a r  these o p e ra 
tions stayed  on the shelf.  But 
now th ey  have  been taken  down, 
dusted, and polished up and are- 
now placed in the dubious bands 
o f  medical students.

T h e  M ed ica l C ou n cil is ta k 
in g  steps to  p rov id e  ad equ ate  
hou sem an sh ip  p os ition s . H o w 
ev er , it is c lea r ly  sta ted  that this 
is n ot th e  resp on s ib ility  o f  the 
C ou n cil. I f  “ ex tre m e ”  d ifficu lty  
is e x p er ien ced , the C ou n cil has

NEW PROFESSOR
APPOINTED

S .M .C . O ff ic e , T h u rsd a y .

^ ^ E  at M e d ica l S ch o o l con g ra tu la te  P r o fe s s o r  H ey n s  on  his
ap p o in tm en t as P r o fe s s o r  o f  the O b s te tr ics  an d  G y n a e co lo g y  

D ep a rtm en t at W its . P r o fe s s o r  O . S. H ey n s  spent fiv e  years at 
the C ap e  T o w n  U n iv ersity , w h ere  h e ob ta in ed  his B .A . and B .S c. 
an d  th en  his M .A . in  P h y s io lo g y . H e w en t to  the U n iv ers ity  
C o lleg e  H osp ita l in L o n d o n  aind d id  his clin ica l stud ies th ere . H e  
qu a lified  in M .R .C .S ., L .R .C .P ., and  la ter  w o rk e d  fo r  h is M .B ., 
B .S . H e  a lso  ob ta in ed  his M .R .C .O .G . in L o n d on . In  1945 he 
re ce iv ed  his D .S c . (R a n d )  fo r  h is w o rk  on  " A  critica l an alysis o f  
the B an tu  p elvis  w ith  sp ecia l r e fe r e n c e  to  the fem a le .”

A lto g e th e r  be lias studied in 
and has been associated witli 

universit ies :  W itw a te rs ran d ,

S tu d en ts! W a k e  up  to  y ou r  r e 
sponsib ilities as D o c to r s  and 
T each ers  o f  the fu tu re. C raw l out 
o f  you r  shells o f  apathy  and let 
this y ear ’s co n fe re n ce  be rem em 
bered in years to  com e , as the 
m em ory o f  it ’s p red ecessors  lin 
gers on  and on  in the m ind o .

C ap e  T o w n , London. B elfas t  in 
N o rth e rn  Ireland, E d in bu rgh  and 
M an chester .

It w a s  in iq ,}8 that be came to 
Joh a n n e sbu rg  and set up in pri
vate  practice  as a specialist in 
obstetrics and gyn aecolo gy .  In 
iq,t8 lie joined the s ta f f  o f  W its.  
M edical School as a senior lec
tu rer In M arch, 1947, be w a s  ap

G y n a e c o lo g v  and O bstetr ics  at 
W its .

E X T E N S I V E  R E S E A R C H
H e  lias done exten sive  re 

search w o rk  w h ich  includes such 
im portant subjects as:  “ T h e  A n 
a to m y  o f  tbe B an tu  P e lv is ,” 
“ U terin e  P o w e r s ” , and has initi 
ated investigation into “ Human 
foetal respiration.”  T h is  latter 
subject lias been e xten s ive ly  in 
v es t igated  in anim als  but v ery

pointed full-tim e P r o fe s so r  o f  C on tin u ed  at fo o t  o f  n ext co lu m n

been  g iven  p ow er  to  deal in d iv i
d ually  and  sym p a th etica lly  w ith  
such  cases.

T ra m elled  b y  th e  a b o v e  im p e 
d im en ta  th e  y o u n g  d o c to r  m ay 
a lso  fin d  that he has to  serve  a 
lo n g e r  p e r io d  than  on e  y ea r  as 
an in tern , i f  the C o u n c il is mot 
sa tis fied  a b ou t the in d iv idu al at 
the en d  o f  h is o n e  in tern  year.

IN T E R N E S  O N L Y
O n ly  if a person, w h o  qualifies 

overseas,  satisfies the Council 
that he lias served an interne 
year, will  be be able  to register. 
It is stated, too, that housemen 
in S .A . are paid m ore than a n y 
w h ere  else in the w o r ld !

G reat h op es  w ere  he ld  that a 
nation a l b o d y  o f  m ed ica l students 
w ou ld  act in lia ison  w ith  the 
M ed ica l A sso c ia t io n  o f  S .A ., as 
ex ists  in B rita in  to -d a y . T h e  
M ed ica l C ou n cil w ill n o t su ccou r 
a nation a l b o d y  o f  students, but 
ra'ther con su lt th is b o d y  if  n e 
cessary , and is u n der mo o b lig a 
tion  to  such a b od y .

T H E  E D IT O R .

little w o rk  has been done on the 
human foetus up til! now.

P r o fe s so r  H e y n s  has been 
gran te d  a full-time research 
technician b y  the Council  for 
Scientific  and Industria l R e 
search. and is ge tt in g  out a man 
from  the N u ff ie ld  D ep artm ent  of  
O b stetr ics  and G y n a e c o lo g y  at 
O x fo rd .  It is hoped to gain a 
place in tbe E m p ire  for the W i t 
w a tersra n d D e p artm e n t  of  O b 
stetrics and G y n a e c o lo g y  m ainly 
on the foundation  of  future r e 
search. .

N eg otia tion s  are  b e in g  en tered  
in to  to  have em iment o b s te tr ic i
ans fro m  B rita in  to  a ct as e x 
ternal... exam iners... in ...the . near 
fu tu re. T h is  w ill help  to  b rin g  
ou r  lo ca l standards in to  line w ith  
th ose  o f  ov ersea s  u n iversities  and 
thus assure ou r  g radu ates  o f  a 
certa in  co n fid e n c e  in their tra in 
ing.
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Social and Cultural 
Boom

STUDENTS' INTEREST

M E D IC A L  SCHOOL, Tuesday.

I  O O KIN C around at Medical School, one cannot help but feel 
the changed atmosphere created by the participation of more 

and more students in more and more social and cultural enter
prises. The malaise which necessarily followed years of war has

M E D I C A L S  V IS IT
S P R I N G F I E L D

From Our Correspondents, B.M.F. and O.M.
JVURING the past week we were fortunate to be among a party 

o f students who attended a course arranged by the N.U.S.A.S. 
Health Group at the Springfield Health Centre in Durban. This 
institution is one of many that the Government is erecting all 
over the Union and whose aim it is to treat disease from a  pre
ventative rather than a curative aspect. It is, however, of addi
tional importance in that, apart from its duties as a health centre, 
it acts as a  training centre and turns out staffs to maintain these 
Government institutions. Doctors, too, attend courses in social
ised medicine, but the main emphasis is on the training o f Health

Spent itself and students at Medical School and at the University 
are sitting up and taking notice.

SOCIETIES FLOURISH
Never before have there been 

so many societies and clubs, so 
many researches and so much 
humanitarian work, as flourish in 
our midst to-day. Those of you to 
whom ’Varsity is “merely a col
lection- of over-crowded, uncom
fortable lecture rooms conven
iently (or otherwise) slung to
gether in the same locality”, 
those of you who do not thrill 
to the emotion aroused by mem
bership of our young growing 
still thriving medical school, — 
to you, I say, look around, lift 
up your eyes and discern the 
spirit actuating your fellow-stu
dents.

Do you know, for example, the 
work o f the student* exerting 
themselves for human better
ment at non-European hospitals 
and townships, the labours of 
those who seek knowledge from 
these sources to apply and prac-

Rctailed at:
107, Commissioner Street 

Phone 22-1172
—  and —

Somerset House, New St. North 
Phone 33-4619

tice and ameliorate? If you do 
not, it is my sincere conviction 
that you are missing nine-tenths 
of the adventure and the fullness 
of real ‘Varsity’  life. But your 
numbers are getting fewer and 
the ranks of your more fortunate 
colleagues are swelling . . . .

N .U .S A .S . CO NFERENCE
As witness of this, I may cite 

the subjects chosen for the forth
coming N.U.S.A.S. Research
Conference, to be held at Cape
town from 30th June to 4th July 
Listen to the main headings 01 
the research programme: Hous
ing for the Common Man, and 
Community Life, the latter em
bracing Community Centres, 
Health Centres and Adult Edu
cation. Over 150 students from 
twelve universities and colleges 
will meet to discuss these topics 
and to formulate plans for more 
research and more work. What 
do these subjects indicate ?

This certainly shows that the 
Annual Conference is intended to 
be something more than a glori
ous opportunity for South Afri
can students to get together and 
paint the town red. No, on the 
contrary, —  it provides an oppor
tunity for research into the 
immediate practical and pres
sing problems of the country. 
From this research, who can tell 
but important contributions may 
be made to research and know
ledge on the issues confronting 
South Africa with such urgency 
to-day. In this way, even the pu
ny student can aid, serve and 
advance the welfare of the land. 
As our Stoep Philosopher used 
to say: "Dit laat ’n mens dink!” 

PH ILIP V. TOBIAS.

FOR STUDENTS 
White Dental and Laboratory 

Coat*

BENNETT'S OVERALL 
STORE

8, CO LOSSEU M  BUILDINGS  
(Next Colosseum) Phone 22-5359

Assistants, who as agents in health services came as a novelty 
to us students.
The course that Dr. Sydney 

Kark, the director of the centre, 
had arranged for us consisted of 
lectures, tours, inspections and 
discussions on the organisation 
and functions of the Health 
Centre.

RAIDS GN T.U.C.S.

Printed by Prompt P. & P. Co., 7 Harris St.. Westgate, Joh’burg

W e were shown the import
ance of obtaining a full and con
cise history of the family group. 
A  general discussion on the fam
ily was routinely held by all 
members of the centre, and any 
treatment that was advocated 
for any individual had to be 
agreed upon by all the staff. 
Annual health examinations are 
performed regularly on each 
member of the community. Great 
importance is attached to this 
and various persuasive methods 
are employed to see that the 
people attend regularly.

B A B Y  D E V E L O P M E N T
The centre takes great interest 

in the health and development of 
the baby and the pre-school 
child, and the centre Psycholo
gist plays an important part here 
in diagnosing and correcting de
velopmental defects at the ear
liest possible time. For the pre
school child a nursery school is’ 
maintained where child guidance 
is dispensed and free meals are 
supplied.

Several tours were also 
arranged enabling us to examine 
some of the living conditions of 
the Indian community at Spring- 
field. These, as may be expec
ted, are very bad; poverty was 
usually extreme and cleanliness 
seldom found. Living under such 
conditions, the health Centre 
must certainly have come as a 
blessing.

The greatest single event of 
the week was probably the visit 
to the Friends and the Sick As
sociation (F.O.S.Ai) contact T.B. 
settlement. This institution 
which caters for the Indian com
munity, owes its success entirely 
to one individual and his wife 
Paul and Nell Sykes. This 
settlement admits all T.B. con
tacts and convalescents, feeds 
them and houses them until all 
possibility of their contracting 
or spreading the disease has been 
eliminated.

One aspect of health centre* 
that stood out very clearly wa*

From Our News Editor.
Our raids on Tukkies and vice- 

versa have been adversely criti
cised in the Daily Press recent
ly. Apparently we are merely 
copying the example of London 
hospitals, who used to bold pitch
ed battles in the old days, and 
our one aim is to hammer each 
other and inflict as much mate
rial damage in the process as 
possible.

Those of us who took part in 
the raids have been cruelly mis
led. W e imagined that we were 
journeying to Pretoria in an at- 
iempt to capture the T.U.C. 
cheer leader, with possibly one 
or two mascots, the idea being 
to demoralise 'their support for 
Inter-’Varsity. But no, all our
raid committee was after were 
their college gates and university 
steps.

the aggravating and frustrating 
antagonism between the Union 
Government, the Provincial 
Authorities and the Towm Cor
poration. For example, the Dur
ban Corporation’s ambulance can 
go no further than the city's 
boundary, so that any person 
dangerously ill 500 yards further 
away either gets to the boundary 
under his own steam or dies 
where he is. Also these Govern
ment health centres are mot al
lowed to maintain a  hospital, as 
hospitals are controlled by the 
Provincial Councils. There could 
be no doubt in our minds when 
we left of the urgent necessity 
of control of Medical Services in 
the country by the Union Gov- 
enament itself.

W e have also come to the con
clusion that to practice medicine 
in South Africa a knowledge of 
the tribal customs and beliefs of 
the Africans and the caste sys
tems of the Indians is essential. 
W c feel that a  course covering 
these matters should be intro
duced into our medical curricu
lum. In future wc hope to or
ganise visits , to Springfield and 
other health centres during our 
vacations.
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» DOBBELARY »

HIERD IE dobbelary besigheid is aou nie juis 'n kind wat uit die 
moderne mens se verlange tot skielike rykdom verhewe is nie. 

Ek is byna seker dat ek erens gelees het dat die dobbelaarsgees 
al uit in die verre verlede bestaan het; dit wil se, toe daardie fris 
kerels, die Grieke en Romeine, nog die baas oor die wereld gespeel 
het. Hulle het nie alleen hulle skatte in die waagskaal gestel nie, 
maai- soms ook hul lewens. (Ek hoop dat nog 'n Latynse of 
Grieksegeleerde hiermee oorhoop le.) Nou ja, om soiets te verrig 
moet 'n man darem fier van gees wees, met die dobbel-liefde soos 
soetwyn in sy are.

Waarom sal ons dan vandag so 
’n bohaai opskop as ’n man ’n 
tien-sjieling nootjie op ’n perd wil 
waag, al is dit dan die volgende 
week se drankgeldjies. Dit sou 
nogal tot voordeel strek, want 
uit die drank kom net hoofpyn, 
en uit die „bookie” 'miskien ’n 
paar pond.
■ Maar om nou oor ’n saak te 
gesels wat my na aan die hart 
le, d.w.s., die invoering van 'n 
Staatslotery in Suid-Afrika. Ek 
het die saak nou al uit alle oog- 
punte beskou en ek kan daar 
geen kwaad in sien nie. Die nu- 
dele waarop so baie handhawers 
van ons morcle wys, is nou myns 
insiens, pure kaf. As hulle teen 
die iotery is, behoort hulle net so 
seer teen perde- en hondereisies 
gekant te wees maar tog is baie 
van hulle op die reisiesbane te 
sien.

Die voordele van ’n Staatslo- 
tery oortref die sogenaamde eu- 
wels. Met die laaste Rhodesiese 
Iotery bv. is byna £26,00 vir hos- 
pitale en ander publieke inrig- 
tings in Rhodesie bes.kikbaar ge
stel. Die oorgrote meerderheid 
van hierdie geld is uit die Unie 
aikomstig. Waarom bestee ons 
dit dan nie aan ons eie inrigtings 
nie? Daar is b.v. duisende natu- 
relle vir wie daar geen hospitaal- 
geriewe bestaan nie, dus neem 
hulle hulle toevlug tot toordok- 
ters.

V R Y E  H O SPITA LE
Die Provinsiale regering dreig 

alweer met nuwe belastings om 
vir die vrye hospitaal skema te 
betaal, terwyl sulke . groot som- 
me op ’n skinkbord aangebied 
word. Dit is aou maar die mense- 
like natuur om teen belastings 
gekant te wees. Neem ’n man se 
pond as belasting en daar is ge- 
raas en gebrom en dreigemente 
om vir die ,.ander party” te stem, 
maar gee horn ’n kans om ’n iet- 
sie terug te kry, en hy sal die 
pond lag-lag betaal. Dit is 'a  

goeie ding vir ons landsbestuur- 
ders om te onthou, dat die ge- 
wildheid van enige Regering van 
sy handelswyse met betrekking 
tot belastings afhang.

Daar is weer ander wat sc dat 
’n arm man nie sal wcet wat om 
met so’n groot bedrag te mask as 
hy die eerste prys wen nie. Nou 
vra ek jou, geagte leser! Daar is 
natuurlik altyd gekke in die we
reld. Party van hulle word skat- 
ryk gebore en gaan vrekarm 
dood, so dis nie net die ryk man 
wat geld kan hanteer nie. Myns 
insiens is dat die meeste mense 
wat lotery-kaartjies uitneem, 
presies weet wat hulle met die 
geld wil doen as hulle miskien 
n prys wen —  huiskoop, plaas-

koop, verband afbetaal, ens. 
Dink aan die geluk wat soiets 
kan teweegbring. Waarom dan 
altyd n mens in die duisternis 
van die armoede wil afdruk.

Die wat daarteen gekant is om 
gemeende godsdienstige redes — 
is dit nie Godswil dat alma] moet 
vrolik wees nie, en vry van sor- 
ge oor die dag van more ? Dit is 
n welbckcndc ieit dat wonder- 
werkc nie meer aan die orde van 
die dag is nie. Daar sal dus geen 
geld deur die skoorsteen val 
waar daar bitter peinsings is hoe 
om geld vir die huishuur, kos, 
klere en miskien nog dokters-on- 
kostc te kry nie. Gee dan aan 
sulke mense tog net die hoop, op 
sigself 'n pragtige ding wat die 
oe laat glinster en die gelaats- 
kleur bios, en wie weet dat hulle 
loterykaartjie nie miskien die 
sleutel_ tot 'n stralende toekoms 
hou nie.

Dus, uit die weg met die teen- 
stribbelaars, meeste van wie self 
n kaartjie in die bmnesak ver- 
berg, en laat ons n Iotery instel. 
Die voordele is enorm.

L. GRIESSEL.

Breathes there a man with a 
soul so dead

Who never turned around and 
said:

“ Mmmmm, not bad!”

STUDENTS & MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES (PTY-), LTD.

(Opp. Non-European Hospital)

We can supply Medical Students 
with:
ST A T IO N E R Y ,

IN STR U M E N TS
T E X T B O O K S  and 

FICTIO N

Also Cigarettes and Tobacco.

THE DESCENT O F M A N

Three monkeys sat in a cocoanut tree.
Discussing things as they are said to be. 

Said one to the others, “Now, listen, you two. 
There’s a certain rumour that can’t  be true. 

That man descended from our noble race.
The very idea is a  disgrace.

No monkey ever deserted his wife.
Or starved her babies and ruined her life. 

And you’ve never known a  mother monk 
To leave her babies with others to bunk.

Or pass them on from one to another.
Till they scarcely know who is their mother. 

And another thing you’ll never see,
A  monk build a fence round a  cocoanut tree. 

And let the cocoanuts go to waste,
Forbidding all other monks to taste;

W h y, if I ’d put a fence round a cocoanut tree. 
Starvation would force you to steal from m e; 

Here’s another thing a  monk won’t  do—
Go out at night and get on a stew.

Or use a gun or club or knife,
T o  take some other monkey’s  life.

Yes, man descended —  the ’ornery cuss,
But, brother, he didn’t  descend from us.”

WANTED

Old gramophone records need
ed urgently by Social Services 
Society Depot, S.M.C. Office.

PRIZES
The prize of 10/- for the best 

(T)Ruthless Rhyme_goes to. Mr. 
H. D. Friedberg of fifth year. 
Another prize of :o/- is offered 
for the best (T) Ruthless Rhyme 
for the next issue.
While doing a P.M. Doc B -------
Said, while wielding his knife 

like a wrecker,
“To describe this condition, 
“Requires the discretion,

‘The wit and sagacity of Flecker.” 
A  prize of 2/6 goes to_ Mr. J. 

Abelson of third year for the 
best joke received this issue. 
Every issue carries a similar 
chance for you.

Friend: W hy did you name 
your son Opium?

Mother: When he was born I 
looked through the dictionary 
and found the word_ Opium, 
meaning “the juice of a wild 
poppy” and was his Poppy w ild!

New Eugene Tea Room
Cor. Kotze and Klein Streets

Quick Service, Cleanliness and 
~ Civility always assured.

Grills a- Speciality

Under personal supervision of—
A . Tyropolis, Proprietor

STOP PRESS

M r. Raikes has informed the 
Conference Committee that ar
rangements have been made to 
cancel any classes which may 
conflict with the holding o f the 
conference on M ay 14th— 17th.

Stockists of
SECOND HAND BOOKS

JENNINGS BOOK 
_ STORE

43 Simmonds Street, 
J O H A N N E S B U R G

L. F J U N G E
Established 1905

Hairdresser, Tobacconist, Book
seller, Newsagent &  Stationer. 

53a, Kotze Street, Hillbrow, 
JO H AN N ESBU R G  

•
Try our Loose Tobaccos. _ Caven
dish and Rhodesian Mixtures; 

also Carnarvon Mixtures.

NEAREST TO  YOUR 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

•
ENGLISH AND AMERICAN 
PERIODICALS B Y  EV ER Y 

MAIL 
•

Telephone 44-1946

CENTRAL NEW S AGENCY, 
LIMITED

H A N D E L  H O U S E  
B R A N C H

Stockists of . .

All University Prescribed Text
books and Stationery.

Lists on Application

Order Early and Avoid Delay

BOOKSELLERS TO THE W ITW ATERSRAND UNIVERSITY.
97 El off Street, Johannesburg.

Telephone 22-6747. - - —  P.O.- Box 116 1.
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SEXES MIXED

TH E R E  is no "w ea k er  sex "  n ow a d a y s . A  w o m a n  in  g re a sy  o v e r 
alls w ield in g  a span ner cno lo n g e r  cau ses a  ra is in g  o f  the m ale 

e y e b ro w , w hile som e o f  them  are ev en  ca p a b le  o f  d riv in g  a m otor  
car. S o  is th ere  any rea son  w h y  a m an sh ou ld  n o t  kn it an o c c a 
sional sw eater fo r  his g ir l- fr ie n d , o r  e f f e c t  all n ecessa ry  repa irs
to  his ow n  so c k s ?

lie that as it may, I confess 
wit In>ut shame that I am master 
of the needle, ll holds no more 
terrors for me. Other fellows 
may not even know one end of 
the implement from the other, 
hut I have readied the stage 
where 1 can claim to he fairly 
proficient in most branches of 
the sartorial industry; at any 
rate, 1 do not throw away a pair 
of socks when large apertures 
appear in the region of the toe, 
nor do 1 parcel them off to 
Mother. Let your minds travel 
hack three years with me, and 1 
shall explain how I came to he 
independent of the female spe
cies.

The scene is a ward of a mili
tary hospital in Durban, where 
I am undergoing a period of en
forced idleness. Observe the 
spectacle of a hoy who used to 
pull schoolgirls' pigtails in his 
youth .and scornfully designated 
anything connected with "skirts” 
as sissy-stuff, busily engaged in 
the most feminine of till female 
pursuits — sewing! Enjoying it, 
too! And look at that collection 
of felt tovs on my bedside lock
er. Gremlins predominate —  that 
is because they are so popular 
with nurses! Some have beauti
fully Coloured wings and legs, 
\vilh wicked-looking red horns, 
while a few are plain, made from 
ope shade of material only. There 
Are cheeky little Scotty dogs in 
colours which one never sees 
even in one’s most inebriated 
moments; hut cutest of all, a 
green and yellow kangaroo with

ATHLETICS SECOND RATE

All contributions to the
"Auric c” must hear 1 lie name
of the author, and i possible.
should lie typewritten.

“Auricle” Small ad\ erts.:
id. per won!, minimum i/-.

UNIVERSAL BO OK  
A G E N C Y

70 HARRISON ST., CITY  
H AV E ALL MEDICAL  

BOOKS
Prices as Elsewhere

twin kangaroolets peeping out of 
the pouch.

Now turn and look at the fel
low in the bed across the way 
Even if the flowing black heard 
did not betray his identity, the 
blue coat with twin gold hands 
on the sleeves, which is hanging 
over the back of his chair, tells 
you that you arc in the presence 
of an officer in the King’s 
Navce. Such a rugged, handsome 
type, of about 200 pounds gross 
tonnage, with fingers like a 
bunch of bananas! Probably he 
has never before in his life wield- 
ed anything less innocuous than 
a marlin-spike, yet, believe it or 
not, this husky is busy on a fine 
piece of tapestry, and making a 
good job of it, too.

In the bed next to him, with 
his left leg encased in plaster- 
of-paris, is a young-looking in
dividual wdtose intelligent appear
ance immediately stamps him as 
an Air Force type. He has 
eighty-eight reasons for being in 
hospital — all of them millime
tres — and with obvious pride 
he is holding out a gorgeous rug 
lor the inspection of a frail old 
lady sitting beside him. Piet has 
been busy on that rug for the 
past fortnight, and now he has 
it finished in time for his 
Mother's birthday.

Well, you hardly expected to 
find such a cheerful hive of in
dustry in a hospital, did you? 
Possibly, when I asked you to 
Come and look us tip, you imagin
ed that you would find an at
mosphere of gloom and boredom, 
in which you would have to 
make scintillating conversation 
to cheer a crowd of boys win 
were confined to bed with no
thing to tlo, and were depres
sed.

N o. that m ay h ave been  the 
case  b e fo r e  O ccu p a lio n a l T h e r a 
py an d  P »y * io th e ra p y  cam e to 
stay . But now  ou r su rg eon s  and 
p h y sic ia n s  have rea lised  that 
m ere lv  p a tch in g  up a brok en  
b o d y  is  not s u ff ic ie n t ; it is just 
as 'n ecessary  to  a tten d  'to  the 
p atien ts ' m ental w e ll-b e in g , and 
m ake them  in te rested  in  som e 
h o b b y  w h ich  w ill, i f  n ecessa ry ,

B Y  O U R  S P O R T S  E D IT O R

TH E  ath letic  team  W its , sen t  t o  C ap e  T o w n  to  co m p ete  f o r  the 
D a lrym p le  C u p  put up a  v ery  p o o r  sh ow . I t  is a sh am e that 

at a U n iv ers ity  w h ere  th ere  are  5,000 studeuits, w e  are  o n ly  ab le  
t o  get to g e th e r  a se co n d -ra te  a th letic  team . 1 d o  n o t  say  that all 
the m em bers w ere  se co n d -ra te , bu t very  fe w  o f  the tw e lv e  se lected  
a th letes  can  rea lly  be ca lled  ath letes.

Wits came 4th with 9  points,In the year before the war, 
when Wit’s students numbered 
about 2,500 wc were recognised 
as having a strong athletic (cam, 
which won the cup several times. 
Surely to-day, we should he able 
lo find some athletes amongst 
the apathetic students a Wits, 
There arc many students who 
did well at Track Meetings at 
their respective schools; hut now 
they arc loo busy (or lazy) to 
take an active interest in any
thing apart from their studies, 
women and cards.

It is about time we returned 
the Cnp to Wits., so how about 
waking up and getting down to 
training for the next Inter-Uni
versity Track Meeting? 1 say get 
down to training now, as you 
must he completely unfit due to 
your being inactive for so long.

The above applies to any wo
men athletes wc have as well. 
The Wits, members who are 10 
he congratulated for getting 
places arc:

Troitip (1 st in Discus).
Iluyscr (,trd in Shot-Putt.)
Walker (.trd in 440 yards).
Broome (.trd in High lump).
Rahinowitz (.trd in 2 Miles).

e x e rc ise  s t i f f  m u scles  an d  jo in ts . 
T h e  hospita l m en tion ed  earlier  
w as eq u ip p ed  w ith  w o o d  and 
m etal w ork sh op s . S t if f  leg s  w ere 
ton ed  up on  fr e tw o rk  trea d le  
m achines, fra c tu re d  w r ists  and 
arm s w ere  e x e rc ise d  in  th e  use 
o f  lathes, saw s an d  p lanes, and 
all the tim e, the p a tien ts ’ 
th ou g h ts  w ere  occu p ied , an d  p re - 
v e n .e d  fro m  d w e llin g  o n  th e  u n 
pleasant c ircu m sta n ces  w h ich  
lan ded  them  in  hosp ita l.

Occupational therapists & Phy
siotherapists are now recognised 
to lie equally as important as the 
Docs, who administer drugs and 
wield scalpels. So let’s give a big 
hand to the gals in our midst 
who are studying these sciences 
chaps; and remember that it is 
only through close co-operation 
with them in later life that the 
highest ideals of our profession 
will he realised.

T. COLLIN’ S

came
being 46 points behind the win
ners, U.C.T. The ’Varsities wc 
heat were Rhodes, l ’otch., 
O.F.S., and Natal. All these have 
not half as many, students as 
Wits.

Now to come to a sphere of 
sport where we are able to hold 
our own.

F irs tly , c on g ra tu la t io n s  t o  O b e r -  
h o ltz e r  on  b e in g  se lected  t o  play 
fo r  Trainsvaal aga in st W e s te r n  
P ro v in ce  last w e e k . H e  p layed  
e x ce p t io n a lly  w ell in  this gam e, 
w h ere  his k ick in g  w as superb, 
s co r in g  II  o f  T ra n sv a a l’ s 14 
poin ts.

T h e  W its . R u g b y  team , th an ks 
to  the e x ce lle n t  c o a c h in g  o f  the 
fo r m e r  S p rin g b ok . M a r ice  Z im 
m erm an , are  d o in g  v ery  well. 
T h e y  v is ited  R h od es  at the end  
o f  last m on th  a n d  wc*., th e ir  
gam e b y  7 p o in ts  to  6. O b e r h o lt -  
z e r  put o v e r  a p en a lty  an d  H u 
m an k ick ed  a d rop .

T11 the Pirates Grand Challenge 
Competition Wits, are at pres
ent at the head of the log. They 
have played three games; drew 
with Crown Mines. <)—9 : heat 
Randfontcin, 13— 3; heat Simmer 
and Jack, 24— 16.

The third game was the best 
seen at Ellis Park this season. 
There was fast open Rugby and 
our forwards were outstanding. 
Although our pack was the light
er they more than held their own 
in the tight scrums They ex
celled in the loose scrums and a 
feature of the game was the 
short hand-to-hand passing 
amongst them.

The Wits, three-quarters arc 
playing well and the halves look 
as if they will develop into a for
midable pair.

I hope the team does not slack
en off by the end of the season 
as happened last year after a 
brilliant start. .

The Medicals in the Wits. 1st 
X V  are: Oberholtzer, Carey, Fix 
and Stein. The last-named play
ed in 1 lie Simmer game as Mac
Donald was injured.

AFRICAN TECHNICAL BOOK CO. PTY. LIMITED
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P.O. Box 2730. 227a Bree St. (near Metro Theatre). Tel. 22-3692.
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stocks of all the texbooks required. Special discount to students.
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