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An Essay in Domestic Architecture Inspired by Italian Precedents.
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TOWARDS A PHILOSOPHY OF ARCHITECTURE - KURT JONAS

In his last article “ Revelation at Venice” Mr. Jonas
demonstrated with a practical example some of the
theorems which he develops more fully in the present
paper. A third article will correlate the theoretical
discussion with the psychological aspect.

To be an archrtec is.to serve two ters Yet to start from esame oint w?I not
ence. |s seemingly impo sr e an ensue  common ¢ nﬁ) 0
ore ever WV%L 56" w rc mrn y no be a com %n ef déduc 1on. ﬁ
|mﬁbss eaccomprs " rgrosn it[hrge oI a(i uc |onarm |%aﬂ<
odern archrtecture that i to s the i”} 5 correctnest is praved
ac rwrksw mathematics.
oY gearr r5 ul Isg?'r%r haaa e elendl s i
ac ?Pﬂteré‘n'rc rnrse ereyV”uerc(rrrrec a hI sophical term me hod
re ca M ﬁw Q}r curde cgf str d e p con rstso
U rot?c'? R&enc wasebsoeun t[) ) E”csbng %r? SA% \rrr %‘P
a%rec 8r ic. 15, onl %Irmrlfg rcan notb 80 rgina te p
ruIn an Line ruﬁr IS always the source &etzd ?rn to think wi I[a
of Innumerable igs and" general error, [Hgy ﬁgé’ﬁ 1a rzrt%rﬁj ﬁy nA 1 Qersr\?hee or
%%C‘[T%a” atte'BFﬁRSO;?“{E é Bf@"g,%o%ﬁlp atra1rgn)§ S? %e Srﬁ ce,’ no e [ :
'}]S efefore it SNOLC e‘iv ”?H D DI anstiact ¢ creat cl?esﬂrro euxrrlrsher(n(reﬁ
30 rnshenende }"}Hr gxplain e world — Henes fooic is 10 0 Dy umen,m
phenamena, slarting Wil genera’ Slat 8eogfparneh ath enaofrz
e?nseejft\l\év@e C;T}”%, ézarn%\;:é gfne“f%%nseﬁ Thlur% rsmovement unre?ttrnrzj change, tf?r\rN
g? g Lg{érlrg“%sr?e %%8 % eS”(]) 1%Iph %%g]r%%%n sameerrr\}\e/?rw IClh gl? S§V?Ie eoste%als not the
h ﬁnemI sate mlent R A ith the flowrn ver X H!]O|
ol h ?]utofthe.deductr N as worl starts te dla e\h 0
Sﬂi%]'edvé? Oy A Hngs kiﬁré” TR Mcﬁfﬂsur% eC u?e o?s fu r\fiv
Al A an & poBFiof D100t 0 fmeygeneral ar | s hgd% Efe fie was. Called
S et Cg ?,OU

?o all . rarlo
cal e egreat rtrs hough

" 1 1 arr o
oph ?g ugtive. . The s0- was 1640 for b ers it hde(j a
gl T, % g el i e
dogmatic., For i it U,nprove Thedrale tic ethod states thzh e essenc
f
teeq]rgroo HrteS |at ngngorgernl%hreeaelaﬁ’ngand ?arrqn %avc?rrnnee tt Aoeq alngbbtrr §q ?t? satt



10 The South African Architectural Record January 1936

R TR R i A IR
n%hgrp %aﬁ] honh/ f rng é)rtht 0 posrte [eercmysoaces% (M/s be se |noth%V\§mr%
tena sl?ueleor OnSPnc ot Tﬁce mel‘h [ egianaling oL t”‘%ﬂétoﬂ
rr m. ect |cg e[) ores t thesis 'I% the PF nce etor two- |mes n |tP/ t(n
oL ta ik S 'ralr i A S, ol
%uh Ontk ! |° 05” '”ate eans Ui t”att%ett‘t%'ttdat i AT
I %h'” gaq ﬁ‘% &or there " The porS nce of this state not.be
%)é'sr |orﬁ)s o o St opi tt oyettll q lacy 0 "C]Q 1?0“95
fictitious abstracty il all static orlogic 1s gAlk o &rc |tect|ure1r ea/ egard i as Tee-
i?adrcﬂonseb in thal- Sale OF balance Imensional oo el FLCOURSe LIS IMpossiye
Which 1s given in every t[, eunrt 0 see he es en nceb wee SCU
arc |ec ie orscugur%rnq edd
Logic d s sn shﬁt dralectrg /iﬁree |mensro a Ha with solids.
MoVIe, s u th Uman m]tn rc ure has wr Iows wr er]
,Fee in he sa vres Seg, he{ forae Ilﬂ]s WI sae therefore Wit
ore |t§ hrn ouId wthe dialectic movemen erefore wi n‘ne
To efrne archrtecture and art as we have
at ar re, as an art

lt s feflow ﬁrﬁmﬂﬁehnlgr ” gmyen ?rvrghslttg(r:t do%ne xpres i Pawso ?I ecéjrmensbonalb&/
Ifecture IS an art Q hese laws there are q B anulm

Wit is
Wed |ne i Art 3. everythrrﬂg else, is Secu[ﬂve 1%% ant on Itg)nem§lrn ItF

ree’ con-
Sel Erontiabictn Means
it | ana% ||t oL e e I cd Iy nrie mg{}emen ance. ﬁ)ace 1S Uell
¢

e
i el
CO re yre and cr ator m
o |ng h rn |nq 0
ok

5} gnt 1S onul %rcle |%I ap defi Ebgranarnst
6 | tE: comprehensiple riena{]I V\{W per?épﬁ: |Pf %rHﬂY Opp%ﬁoneyqjq &

|ne I

fgmaeaWO Wesae
al

C
d
ale
i
S

! hra

o 0 i
reator nd tﬁ)e m ?ra used, tnat, 15,0 sa i '{%3 lck, o ol
ﬁnhﬁlstcs (,f\} i }h i ar? A ﬂ%@”{b‘f’”y fofe | e%qa] ihe ernjrsreﬁ/) r\#hslp%i;e s boetérzy
aw%rko t}gr Iawsont ¢ ook 2 |mmob |ty And 15 pulsing [ife as mo
ers, bringing forth i’ sensa ronsop
i i arajtres 6T oS 8 iy o
ormua Whiich-ses 1né. word-expression in [ds cgrmed 15 bAH b dbline baldnce g
ofh rs assiy eancfr s aclve sense, designa- 10 slare It W|hIC ?h nmnrcgd moverent
n sssed” and . *expressive” I one. areoscharearopahrp al telr sy

c F defiNition o FAT 6 the true ttals wejght 0 mobile ho QFLBe
?h trac cm e srbe exP ssron of ance tﬁere% lra HOt statgc fﬁ WYO |d e

L VR PRI 1
TS e gy e e Ll e rngnr‘t i
Space. SN s For space is de 4l ordqngf atically 1r ﬁ%n&'a I, f0rces i



January 1936 The South African Architectural Record



sontehl

elat|on a Ven|

The South African Architectural Record

er hasis qf the synthesis
O1coe tan Je Co r)éma?ed SERLIN

ure in o[ ress
awso sace must spvea ba

s Bx res

ehais anc

mob onIX
@ A)? e

h?” s RNl
IMENS onaﬁ ﬁ ghe Ne Case
1S r]u(?sm)g Int he other case

not so muc 9er| ed from the
and d

fements and definitions'as it gy o

St a gn\\/’\é Igave 5
na realonshl [fo (”1
fher d r‘f&’é Jponcs acc?fursveed
fd||tl hcstﬂ sOBe frm
rt]IS s hw |s dso
“oi(] yfun |0£a

(iut?ﬁat eoiuarw alfmce

at Iprit@eterslc %l’gpﬁ encltnuge IS

January 1936

Mies van der Rohe



January 1936 The South African Architectural Record

None helelsra S(arfhrtescg% edshaasndo do th
i ek e
r drﬁ% rPspon IS 1N rﬁa

“ ﬂ1 £ ﬂ nat rs a[Pdpeara(ﬁce fn

e psychology of architec

€CaUSE
faSGS

Xd refp ?t

Ure.

<
U_:«
o _,:

a é’)zoér elo h HEOBILW fa%rsttoné/nttunttsopgs
are the m ater of archi
A solid i dbfl not onIR/ s being three-
Fe'sng psee(rtrea Irrnpalso as lfer g o a greater or
. Ba.t rpoveﬁnenE rven different s aces rs
identical.with In e?ene ration ow
nce a%arn eare dwr rarH]c
roln in etrnoH alcrc efnrr 0s
soddsw c are(”amaera 0 arc recur
an tes e(enrn ra%erowrc
mus er %ri e %r%enrx resse
render r sre] nterpengtra on 0
8?arcneosveNme(r:r 1l the archrtect I expression
s S fl Pt ol
e Corbusi balance [ & nodern urldrn wrlc
e Corbusier ractical resb ictigns . ah her S0lu-
gc 'rarraoe AP That ek °”n¥ fpeans of
mount oJ qass F i e aest efics
and ang u ern architecture.
ol LD e
Everything- that h sbensrd out the
m%%qlﬂyer%i |£t evh rr])uorng ear rr]aseI}% ?owrnﬁ oeragsfr)eesﬁJ Igesr|r"3"r]r(e]|ta‘1”ltro'r]reoS g]%cese
P|ss e 8 am Eorw 0cee If we interpret this last St te entwrth re-
rd'}t it The materlaf o &CRL  Qard 0, nat s been sl e i0f
recn 8 sors mfah fa ction” of 9 e TAIC [tecur rsfrrstq hetrp bn}r%E
srn gaers? pr drvrsronsr aﬁe q‘ gehenf F sran ?pe essen-
Asace nd as we 0 acc un h carc [ofl scre I rsse evre
exIStence o iOd ! ﬁ PHFt at no hir %ap generallg a]bo his
acsas puap| eso uarta/ Itectu qurea)( em
ihic part or W onencose % L dpon, h% éa%hvdﬁtballm Ruid eé
rrrrrrrra i BT
rapa el two-gimensional, that | econd ﬁc t ture Is the true, ahstract
I, MR e e,



14

The South African Architectural

Record

January 1936



January 1936 The South African Architectural Record 15

Johannesburg Dynamic Balance



16 The South African Architectural Record January 1936

with In t thebslof arfhnecture the P A R T H E N 0 N
ity ~ belon

m 3| nolo
[ﬁP we are onty conce ed met\ﬁ {r

S
oS ahwaa“aeaaaa o
Wil IS mad P ence our
5 Cture mas eXpre
afja

nali namf
Hmlch X
il
SS § Lhﬁ(t) % hel

SI

-—-5.—.-99
3

g/ q S e the |n rpenetra-

S ‘1 of |mmob| IS SU

y aw o oveme f, n

bo ases Iec IC § u |or]

liseq. thys. can:\ﬁ ct|on |sef
I6S

ﬂauss ler an rea ac
Lia %Hredeflnm%alsa?gmpec{ehas\’\fo
he Jwg aster 1s arch
aﬁ r{%nes [Ves
pt Ifth at :gnapof tl aet ggﬁ?
Rl
C I wor |s uptot

ear : arch‘ wﬁom tne arch|tect u
Y1tls rac Jie [t has not ngﬂ% (;o

sence of architecture. efo
Fon IS theoreti aﬁy complete wﬂh

it temga B gri e
utre b u
r

SC u archjt
.

re

e

| the conditi nso our e n||on

s prac 0nes, WhIC r?s

a hf
lre
a
a

ms, Wi s
L) f¥ i da?{ee”ﬁigaaka
dplgg %p Ehal re? ﬁ%aﬁshlppgor



January 1936 The South African Architectural Record 17

sth roIe of the second mast The st he conne Yet the have
t.art 1S an.express he ntac erefor atlo

sse mr tions are |ve by the charac- |r emen
[0 erial and cre Ilsu ?Y whr |sr ed o ﬂf”e? hers o neFEe
Us

elatlg

Ee i
aép en a an expressron |s ot s¢ ﬂ o I%
qun kﬁcppsrgleﬁt

embers 01Nt 0

c ofmusrc ncewrrtten IS - velatiop at e‘rce?
wo o art to come t ??e it 10 esta Irs unctiona {
h R it e fi e bt |
In rehmawfé oﬁnqsrc @dyno g M het PE ? Hé’ are o[r gsb a
account the furt rirmlar ns error orc e! 0 ra | 1in 8 he spa
struments, a Im ssr(L hs ﬁ |onsh|Cp will e asrefa Bven express
musrcza a Y aTond me terhractr ﬁ)roces eso e that are. ﬁorn
Eo”r‘r? matis rt’ Shge e S w rhe PX‘F hadise: ann§ et raalle h“’cef T relation-
ttht \évrﬂeb deagysv rchitect re ghrps of their archrtg ?ura thifl
archi erf‘rﬂas e ﬁo rﬁ ity Pebueen. dne. tuo, elemepts, orainall
NECessifs an H”%“ NS 0 [ estahr t}e bans OF X; ion -4
}Qﬁ r%g'teget OPa O.be rt‘{V% m erﬁuas)f mutuai unct |r}/na re atronshr He mathe
o €05 5 0sible g gar et r%tt'chnfer’h? et | Sn%qsa“’” et
ctor W'[ trike. .Then 1t Will not be bU” acical pIOCESS O automaica seta(tes?h
LYY bl R e, 1 o el
'e”” L earc teclural.  But It wil erghy Mates Tr ] pfoeetsseswrcpt
( i m portant o dremot Isiiate by his way arelf eerrr;nrneo{hoc ”ets;p‘r’]”‘g( 0 IY
fone Ehnessaen naCrc eciuree an stae%- ﬁi W t] zé POTH?
arevg?rfé) St narrh et ausaé hot begn - 10 BplEl cVaVb's ﬂjhatworheh“e o
i T A M e sue by fliauhly
hvee AP AR R o rchieckiVe sy lhrsavrvarvt it g%c “orr?aﬁé’té‘re B

*

QO FO ——rs-

IS
Worko arc hrtecture in the eanrng WS en r%

thi

h ¢ alan s
|ve o e, e ncf\'%ﬂ F_ grﬁ)usrer wﬁe 540 3
it on er ind ”uhe dead. ARG R 03
ayu orih Yn Qren fibLe

our IMensions crca and
cI are |nhsa N~ con-

cg.:,
—

y the 5’ of mathematic unctron
tr%i”‘) ARIRGR o sy iy
areB t nStr m Ceg. th ) \t,)vtlc " Worrs| alpogncl'g‘srr(r:rhI 8acu% bg r?aef(r)tlsro S SIO a(!
U ere osn esis. hetwee | ,
rt and the crca neces It1es [E‘ Rﬁege a{ the same € aﬁo\,},’ ?Or a fre er-
lements are fhe?rc %e enetra 10n of spaces. as ects o |
esour her of |s he t er Ert and practical & |crenc are co;: or ate
@fer sr(t)e I hd”&t Frltjpleﬁl ftﬂ] r%laltri]o% (F? I%g that}(tpt reso"a’rspec sfurrrt]ﬁ Iuaqy
out connesc I%nesa XISt Side By S| e Wi state an Exp ress each omh



18 The South African Architectural Record January 1936

et Us em ha3|s asaresul that architec- N tial and
tyrE 15 & Al ot 3 |n ,nothm ind, Vr%hc'ﬁﬁaﬁ'” By e an"a%.snﬁﬁ
Ltt essent|als o ac |tec e ca be ST uppoe ”i%e or he cO- Or(\{wv
rl ICa chlev 0 a[]c h F ﬁalms 0 jwo masters, whom
ol* ¢ |enc81y <0 9:|gr?cgr?sa ted ﬁ tst ervant ne seem|rt1 cann% a%@ USt Se{:vfoﬁé
not one of the masters o? arc(h (e, >am & uman min |Io

Itecture. and rea | a

S of }1 an
ractica s BCtS o qr h|t ure,
i o oo PRl R



January 1936 The South African Architectural Record 19
MISE EN SCENE - WILLEM HENDRIKZ
PART |11
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