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Language Arts  is a journal about all areas o f

language teaching and learning. It is concerned 

with language teaching and learning in the pre

school and middle school years. It thus has much 

o f  interest to Prim ary School teachers.

The April issue o f  Language Arts  is devoted  

to l itera ture  and l ite rary  discourse. Most o f

the artic les  concern teacher 's  experiences with 

children and their reading. There are also a 

few  artic les  more d irec t ly  concerned with reaching 

a more d em ocra t ic  methodology o f  teaching 

reading involving a child-centred approach, setting 

up study groups to provide in-service  workshops 

about language teaching, and, lastly, some valuable 

book reviews.

In his introduction, ed itor, David Dillon, mentions

that the "e tym o log ica l root o f  's tory ' is a Greek 

word meaning" a way to know" (pg. 327) and



this Journal v iew s l i te ra ry  d iscourse as a way 

o f  knowing fo r  children. The genera l a r t ic les

in this Journal exp lo re  the idea o f  how l i te ra tu re  

can help the child to  c re a te  meaning and to 

make sense o f  the world . ___

Much exc it in g  m ater ia l is presented . In her 

a r t ic le  M etaphor, Mind and Meaning: The N a rra t iv e  

Mind in A c t io n , Jill Sunday Barto li discusses 

how various scholars, philosophers and linguists 

have  proposed that n a rra t ive  r e f le c ts  the mind. 

She th e re fo r e  suggests that the w ay to help ch i l

dren with learning problems is through their  

stories. She talks o f  " th e  story  as rep resen ta t ive  

o f  how the child com es to  term s with l i f e :  o f

the child 's  hope fo r  a b e t te r  l i f e  with change 

kept a l iv e  through fan tasy "  (F a th e , pg 333). Story 

te l l in g  and story  making are  a way  fo r  the child 

to  make meaning, to  sym bolise  rea l i ty .

Ms. Barto li presents fasc ina ting  case studies 

as she shows how story  te l l in g  can be used as

an in fo rm al techn ique to assess ch ildren 's  language

com p e ten ce  as w e l l  as em otion a l,  in te l le c tu a l 

and spiritual w e ll  being.



Another very  interesting a r t ic le  is Smooth and 

Crumply: Children's Meaning Making with stories 

by David L. Miles. 'Smooth and crumply ' is 

a child's description o f  how a story would have 

fe l t  i f  she had touched it. Here is a sample 

o f  one o f  M iles' interesting com ments: "Meaning 

is unquestionably a large and com plex notion.

It re fers  to making connections between the

story and the individual's l i f e  experiences, to

the opening up o f  new perspectives, to  the re 

ordering o f  the way one thinks or lives. Making 

meaning, then, re fe rs  to making sense from  the 

story on a deep and personal le ve l  (pg. 344) Real 

l i f e  experiences o f  how a child does this fo l low .

A  further idea from  M iles' a r t ic le  worthy o f

contemplation is the value o f  re-reading stories 

to children allow ing for long spaces o f  t im e be

tween reading, - thus the 'meaning' o f  the story 

is assimilated and o ften  deepens and changes.

Other interesting art ic les  are those o f  3une Mc- 

Conaghy who talks o f  her in formal writing centre  

in class and Dorothy Marks' When Children W rite 

Science F iction.



I found this ed ition  o f  Language A r ts  an in teres 

ting one. The exper ien ces  o f  teachers  with ch i l

dren and l i te ra tu re  are  human stories  and encoura

ging and o ften  u p li f t in g .  The ideas o f  how te a 

chers/adults can use l i te ra tu re  to  m ed ia te  and 

find out m ore  about the ind iv idoaj child as w e ll 

as help him/her to  find m eaning in the world 

are va luable  and re levan t.

Some o f  the sect ion  concerned with exp lor ing  

ways o f  teach ing  b e t te r  perhaps lea ve  the reader 

a l i t t l e  in the air as they a re  o ften  reports  on 

proceed ings, as in Ann Sher Bayer 's  On becom ing  

teacher  Experts ' Learn ing  through In teraction  

N ev e r th e le s s ,  they present a p ic tu re  o f  what 

a study group o f  in -se rv ice  teachers  could be 

like.

I would recom m end this journal to  teachers  fo r  

both re lax ing  and ex c it in g  reading!
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