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surely stand as mistress in her own right, for not
onrlfy is it In mathematics that we break down the
difficulties of communication the effrontery the
Tower of Babel brought uPon us, but it’is in
mathematics that men most nearly escape from
the constrictions of their own skulls. Here we can,
like Hamlet, be “bounded in a nutshell but count
ourselves king of infinite space”. It is one phase
of human thinking that can be entirely free from
anthropomorphism. Unfettered by the" difficulties
of experimental design and the Contradictions of
experimental observations, man almost escapes
from himself. | say “almost” because he suspects
all the time that he salts the universe for the
grains of gold that he finds in it. These grains
may be indications of his own omniscience but
they are rather like the bond that brings the trained
falcon back to the falconer’s glove—a comforting
reminder of security.

Such, of course, was Adams and Leverrier’s
calculation of the orbit of Neptune and so also,
| think, was that confirmation of the theory of
relativity, the experimental verification of " the
bendlng of light by a gravitational field. These
tremendous  achievements look, _at times, like
brlngl_rtlg us back to man’s pre-Tower of Babel
conceit.

_If handmaidening is_the term of such an
activity of the human SPIrIt It I3 a great com-
Pllme_nt to the whole of the feminine gender, not
tﬂatk'ltd IS in me to grudge them anything of

e kind.

Many of the products of our schools consider
that what a mathematician dogs is only of interest
to a female mathematician. Others think of him
as a dome-headed, naturally bald of course,
comfortable, pipe-smoking. (entleman with a
Sherlock Holmes look. But'in Tew popular images
would the impression of strain be apparent. This
Is quite wrong. We have extant Newton’s reply
to Harry when_Harry complained that he was
neglecting his Theory of Gravitation. Newton
wrote back to say: “It makes my head ache and
keeps me awake so often that™ I'll think of it
no more”.
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Our visitors have carried our headaches. They
have not merely picked fruit from trees indigenous
to their own Clime. Theq have borne the heat
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In the beginners’ classes is as true of mathematics
as it is.of any_other. If your emphasis there is on
memorizing, “it is apt fo_ remain so. If it is on
manipulation, manipulation will tend_ later to

become an end. ip itself, 1t is vitally importan
t0 choose the rlgP]t road at the beginning, anJ

that is why we are so fortunate in having speakers
who can sirvey the whole field of number for us.

| am glad to see that they have had some
homework to do and do not reach us altogether
|fgnorant of our problems. We do suffer very much
rom the tyranny of the text-book, a self-imposed
tyranny, _FerhaPs, but one which makes the
resPonsml ity of the author a rather ter_rlfymgi one.
| Teel we do emphasize manipulation at the
expense of understanding.

The list of topics with which we are to be
regaled during the next fortnight is a most
stimulating one and ?/ou will agree that our
Programme is essentially bread and butter stuff.

notice that there is rio reference to arithmetic
as such, but | take it, it is |mﬁ)lled in the primary
school content and perhaps also embodied in the
secondary school mathematics. | am sure that we
shall meet the first two of the mock turtle’s
branches,of the subject—ambition and distraction.
Ulgln‘lcatlon and derision will certainly have no
place.

Let us, Mr. Rector, make a beginning.
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