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'It is ons of the moat important features of Marx'e theory H\g\& g

of 0laBB,.....that it attempts to take account of the
interplay between the real situation of individuals in
the prooess of production, on the one side, and the
conpeptiona which they form of their situation and of
the lines of soolal and political aotion whioh are
open to them, on the other' {Bottomore,1965120)

Although olass is the key conoept in any Marxian analysis of sooiety, approaches -
to this sudject vary tremendously, even within what may be broadly defined aa the
*radioal' perspeotive. On the ons hand, there are the grand theorles, of great
analytical elsgance, propourded very persuasively by thecrists who are academioally
far removed from the raw material of sccial science study, the lived experience

of daily life reflected in the consoiousnese of individuals who constitute society,
wvhose goal is not necessarily to seek a 'Fit' between theory and sudjective reality
{e.8. Structuralists such as Althusser and Poulantzas), At the other extrems, it
18 fatally easy, in one's preccoupation with meaning and individusl oonsoicusness
amonget members of & partiocular scolety or class, to loae sight of one of the
major goals of rigorous social science research, i,e. the development of analytioal
insights which will explain and prediot (Wright,1978:12),

My approschtin this paper is in line With the stricture of Wright (1978110) that
an approach to this toplo should 'insist that Marxiet theory should generate pro-
positiona about the real world which can be empirically atudied'; in attempting
to "tyead the path betwean these two axtremes' of experience and struotural
datarmination (Borzolf,l983:10), it s also in the spirit of this, the present,
as well as past history worlmhope., Whilst my focus is on the contemporary
situaticn here in Natal, the genesis of the paper is to be found in the works of
historiane such as Coplan(1560a,5;1985}, Koch ases) and LoHausse(198331984),
dealing aa they do with working class oulture in the centext of the production
and consumption of alcohol,

Working from the asewmption that "1t ie no longer posaible to believe that a alasa
can be underetood apart from its onlture! {Cenovese, cited by Hugo,1976:149) I

shall axplore the whole question of working class conscicusness in and arcund
Durban at the present time and, from the material I presesnt, I shall draw some
inferences on this toplo for the province as a whole., XNsoent work by Sitas

(1986b) refors to the existence of working claam oculture amongst members of trade
unions in Durban, but how extensive this type of shared consaiocusnsea is fe: diffi-
cult to assess, Ave theye, for example, any eigns that it is exerting a pervasive
Influence over the lives of residents of areas such as townships and peri-urban
settlements, the populations of which are, for the most part, probably working olass
{in terme of tha dsfinitions disouased belew). In exploring this issus I shall
foous primerily on shebeens in the context of the wider envirommenta of which they
are part, and in my disowsaion I shall draw on material from ressarch I am ourrvently
engaged in, as well as insights obtained from other fisldwork (tha.t of my colleagues
and my wns and of published material,

There are gegveral very good reasons for facusing on shebeens in the queat for
working olass culture. They have, in recent literature, been closely comnected
with an emexging working clase oulture since the aarliest daye of urbanisation

in South Africa {(Coplan,1980a,b;1985; Lalaussa,1984), Owing their genesis to the
11licit liguor trade which *crezted an African home induatry which became the basie
af African proletarian social and oultural as well as sconomic innovation' {Coplan,
1980:11), they were, in LaHausse's words, 'of central impoTrtance in the long process
of forging a popular cultural identlty amonget subordinate classes in the town'
(1984:50), Other commentators, too, have recently commented on the role of the
shebeen in the promotion of sub-cultures (Nda‘oandaba,lSBG; Rocha-Sﬂva,ISSS).

DAy A e 4

e
v

f‘)\ e



DL HAAS

-2

Shebeens — now also termed *jointe' or ‘spots'/*epotties' - gontinue to play a
pivotal role in black communities, providing, as they have done sinoe the earliest
days of urbanisation in South Africs, a crucial survival strategy amidat urban and
rural poverty, and fecilitating a spirit of commmity and sooimbility in arees
noticaably lacking in anything approaching adequate soolal amenities, If working
class owlture 18 a pervasive foroe in black commmities i1t sghould be refleocted

in their shebeens, In different parts of the world, members of different sccio-
escnomic strata.-tend to patronise different types of drinking establishments

(aee, 0.8 Gottlieb,1970), and recent research in South Africa tends to oconfimm
that thia trend is ooourxing here aleo, in that shebeema in oertain areas are
reflect the growing soci¢~economic diffsrentiation which is cocurring(Schmidt,
197431980). Even the type of liquor consumed has lmporiant atatus commotations,
Jjuba (pa.ckaged sorghum beer) terding to be associated with poorer persons, aml
whisky and certain brands of beer (s.g., Amatel) being associated with elite status,

Bofore, however, proceeding with some descriptive material, some olaritv sbout the
use of concepts is called for: What is meant by 'working olase culture? Whilst the
working olasses are mentioned with increasing frequency in recent publications

and debate on both historical and contemporary political and social processes

in South Africa (Coplan,l980hiSitas 1986a,biSmit,1983; 'Debate’, S.A.LAbour Pulletin,
Vol.lO), the theoretiocal foundations of this concept are seldom explored -~ Crank-
shaw's recent (1986} artiole being a noticeable end welcome sexception, In other
words, exaotly who, in terms of objsotive structural c¢riteria, constitutes the
working class is not spelled out in detail,

Since most of the recent dissusslons about class in South Africa are informed by
the theories of Wright and/or Peulantzas, I shall touch briefly on the main
differences batweon the approaches of theas two ortant theoriata inmofax

as they conoern s definition of the working class {although 1 realise that my
groas oversimplifioations cannot in any way do jJustios to the aubtleties of their
aTguments ),

In defining the working class, the fundamental difference batween the two theorists
is that Poulantmas's definition is far narrower, and includes only marual woriars
engaged in tho production of material goods, Whilet to Poulantzas economic
oriteria remain central to any definition of olass, they are insuffiocisnt in
themselves to placs a pesition in a partioular olass, for political and ideclogical
eriteria muat also be taken into aocount, For example, Poulantzas olasaifies
mental labour, supervieory posta, teohnicin.ns and. o:lv:l.l servants in the '‘new

petty bourgecinia' category of 'non-prod : B : (Poulantm,
1973:37,his italics) who, unlike the work.'l.ng claaa, do not produco surplua value
and who, at the ideological and politioal level, are engnged in reproduaing the
existing politiocal system, and who have access to, and control of, lmowledge
relating to preoduotion.

In oxder to placse Wright's definition of the working olaas in perspeotive, it is
necessary to conglder briefly his eonceptualisation of contemporary socliety,
containing aa it does a subordinate Petty Commodity Mode of Production as well

a4 the dominant Capitalist Mode of Preduction (Poulantzas alse allows for the
existence of more than one mode of production}, The baaic Bourgeclsie/Proletarian
dichotomy remains within the dominant mode of preduction, and the petty bourgeoisie
fall within the petty commodity mode of production. This schema, of dominant and
subordinate mode of production, allows for certain 'oontrediotory locatione within
class relations!, which ere central to Wrignt's modsl of class analyels,

The fundamental criteris smployed by Wright to aseign class position are (1)

control over momey capital; (ii) control over physical capitals (1ii) contrel
ovor labour, and olase positions ave aseigned in terms of degres of control/

lack of control over eagh of these aspeots of the relations of production,

As opposed to Poulantzas'e differentiation between manual and mantal labour,
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Wright considers the extent to which soDe occupations allow more job autonomy than
others in assiming them a clasa poaition, Conaequently, those engeged in mental
labour (whe are excluded from the werking class in Poulantzas's terms) would not
necessarily belong to some category intermediary to Bourgeoisie and Preletarian,
and could be aseigned to the working olass, e.g. Jobs invelving routine work whisch
provides little or no scope for job autonomy {Wright,1978197): In faot,

'it seems almost certain that large majority of vhite ccllaxr employees,
espeolally clerical and secretarial employeee, have - at most. -
trivial ‘autonomy on the Job and thus ahould be placed within the
working olass itself' {ibidi8l}

However, as Nzimande points out {1986:49), in the South Afwican context job
sutonomy is8 not a pertinent factor insofar as blacks are concermed sinece, compared
with white artisans, any scope for sutonomy ie severely limited,

Other poaitions, ocontradiotory in terms of ocontrol over one or more, but not all
threa, prooeeses of capitalist production, would be assigned to one of the contya~
diotory locations beatween the two modes of production (e,2. semi-autonomous employwes
between petty bourgeoisie and proletarians}, or betwean the two classes of the
capitalist mode of production fa.g. those in supervisory, managerial poeiticms in
industry, or, within bureaucratic structures, functionaries such as policemen and
high school teachers because of their 'executlon of state policies and the disae-
mination of ideology® (ihid 95)

To Wright, then, workers are defined “in terms of their exclusion from control over
any of the three underlying dimansions of capitalist production (or being Linked

to such peeitions through family relaticonshipe), or thre oocoupying similar

olans positions (1.0. boing totally exoluded from control) within *political and
ideologloal apparatuses, i.e. positiona which are excluded from ajthex the oreation
or exmoution of etate policy and ideclogy' (1bid:97). Wright's notion of a ‘olass
trajectory' allows students or pensioners who have ocoupied, or will be occupying
such poditiond in the future, as well as the temporarily wmemployed, to be inoludbd
in the working {or other) cless. The category of 'permanently unsmployed' he
recognises a2 'more problematic’, and having pointed out that

‘while it is certainly the came that the conditions of the permanetly
unemployed can engender en anti-ocapitalist consclousness, it ia less

. ¢lear whether they would systematically generats or sustain a sooialist
conaclousnsss® {ibid:94)

he provisionally places them in the working class as a "marginalised ssgment®,

Wright, of course, is working from an American perspective, and the clasa poaition
of unemployed workers in South Africa, with ite vast numbers of wmemployed, {who
doe not have recourse to the mort of welfare benefits that Americans do) presente
special problems, especially insofar as the development of a common olass con-—
sotousness is concerned, As Lloyd (1982:68) pointe out, referring to the situatiem
elaewhere in Afrioa, 'the unemployed do not conatitute a category with a cammen
set of expariences .../whose/ aspirations and...strategles vary widely'., Ooe
particular problem ie that large numbers of the unemployed turn to the petty
commodity mode of production in oxder to survive, and whilet some would fit into
Wright's petty bourgeoisie category becauss they do not employ, and conseguently
do not exploit (e.g. & havkor), many would probably fall into a contradioctory
positiony the problem here is that informal sestor operations tend to genorats
attitudes favourable to entreprensurship, which clearly stand opposed to working
class identity end attitudes (e.Z. some shebeen operators with working clasa
backgrounds, when asked to comment about preferred ways of making a living,
expressad a preference for running a 'legal’ business such as a bottle storsg

see also Schirf 1985). Related to this, of course, ie& the question of those
workers who supplement inadequate earnings through informal seotor activity, whe
would be subject to & conflict of interest {i,e. worker solidarity versus private
entarprime), Bearing in mind Wright's caveat, the fairly large category of
chronically unempleyed (such as the Matapudaka I dhall discuss below) and the
ubiquitous teotai type element could surely be linked only very peripherally to



the working olasa, being not directly engaged themselves in the rodustion
process, and would probably be better categorised as Jumpenproletariat?

Whilst I comsider it ie important to note some of the problems which arise in
applying theories developed in Europe and America to South Africa becanse of the
implicationa for ¢lass ¢onsclousness, and because it seems that a great deal more
work needs to be done in this field, i1t is obvicusly far beyond the scope of this
paper to attempt any evaluation of which is hetter suited to an analysis ef South
African socliety, I shall therefore follow the trend in ths literature on the subject
and adopt Poulantzas's disitinctions between the new petty bourgecisis whioch cate-
gory includes white collar workers, professionals, technicians eto. and oonfine

the term working class to those manusl workers directly engaged in the production

of commodities,

Tuming now to the question 05 vwhat is meant by the other componentt of *working
class culture', i.e, oulture,” whilet there is geoneral agreement amonget scolal
sclentists that it refers to a 'way of life' of a group of people, thexe are
differences in opinion about exactly which components of that way of life should
be included, In its original - and what is now termed 'totalist' - sense, as used
by early ethnographers, it was wsed to refer to artefacts and behavicur, as well
as ideational systems, of tha different socisties in the world., Whilst this type
of usage was of value in desoribing the total way of life of a relatively isolated
group of people it presente problems in contemporary societies where varicas
cultures co~exist, and a '‘mentaliat' approach, which focuses on shared syetems
of ideaa, norma, knowledge eto, = 'shared standarda for perceiving, belleving,
evaluating, commmioating and aoting' {Goodenough,1970199) is moxe appropriate,

Recent writers on working olass {aleo termed popular by some) culture in South
Afrioca tend to foous on both the ideational and bshavicural (setion) somponenta

of culture, which is, of courses, consistent with the Marxian premise that working
class consclousnsas will lead +o political asticon that transforma the sooial
formation. Sitas, e.g. (1966b:88)epeaks of 'normative commmitiea?, and of customs,
mores and instrumental codes of condust, and LaHausse (1984:2/3) refers to it as

*the means vhereby soclal growups "handle” the lived experience of
their material conditions of existence to produce an sxpression
and representation of these conditions in a variety of attitudes,
wvalues, symbols and practicea’

In the South African ocontext, the aotion has taken the form of musiocal, artistio

and theatrioal expression (Naledi Writers,1985; Sitas,1986b;Coplen,l980,1985)

and action against political injustices in the country (Naledi,1985). Bole {1985:51)
oltes the Burma and van der Will definition which I too shall adopt for purposes

of this paper:

1By proletarian culture we understand those wayn in which the working
class actively and conmolously seekes to shape ite own sooiml identity
an 8 clase and, by eo doing, differentiates itself from the valuas
and principles of the dominant class?

.

Before moving on to the subject of working olass culture in Durban, some comments
about the role of 'traditional' (i.e, what ism perceived by individuale as being
Yfraditional® or ‘oustomry} oulture here in Natal, Firet, however, ws need to
look at some fallacies surrounding this conoept,

The faot that culture is merely a conceptual tool which ie useful in desoribing
and analyesing society has, unfortunately, been lost sight of by some social
soisntisats = as has the fact that 1t comprises learned attitudes and behaviour,
and that it is Inherently fluid, f%exibla and changing, I am referring of course
to those adherente of the 'ethnom’” echool of volkekunde whose ideas have been
adopted with auch fervour by the pollicy makers of our country, and used to
provide an ideologiecal justification ('eth.\:}ioity') for the bantustan ayetem;
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the suocoess (fnn the point of view of its p.rpotntm) of this ideology is
attested by the acceptance by the majoxity of vhites of the *naturalness' of group
difforences, and the diswmity whioch thes bantustens have sown anonget many members
of the Mack population. Migrant labour has promoted conservatism amenmgst workers
tancapsulated! in hostels and compounds, andhas dividel the urban black populations
Here in Natal, culture, to some hlaok perscns, has become more than a flexible,
normative system which operates in certain cirvumetances (e.g. when scmsone
dien), becauke it has been pcarefully manipulated ~ presentsd as sooe immutable
cofa of behaviour ~ to disguiss the pationalistia aims of oome paliticisns (recent
Chalcs Day poaters provide an exoellent example of the way in vhich ‘culture’ ant
"nation' are equated), In any disoussion of working olass culiure in Natal it im
esaantial to bear in mind the divisjona in the different communities which this

type of political manoeuvring has engendered,

Quite apart, however, from those who identify themselves closely with "Fulu’politios

in the guise of oultural conservatimm, black persoms in Natal do, on the whols,

still attach a great dsal of importance to what they pexceive as *tradition’, whioh
they may refer to as Zulu, Hlack, or African oustom, especially that which surrounds
izportant events in the life oyule, such &8 marrisge and death, or that whiah

relates to ths ooxrect atiitmies and bebaviour towards other people (e,g. noxes

of reciproaity, or an attitude of respeot on the paxrt of o wife towards her in-laws,
mnifest in her beshaviour and atyle of dxess vwhen in thelr oemplw). However - and
this is of orusial importance = what is percsived as "traditicnal’ oulture is one

of varicus models of behaviour shich aoperatea selectively in speoifio situstionag

the meening which is attached to it, and the form of expressicn it takes, varies
considermbly with age, sex, educational status, urban/rural background eto, That
‘tradfitional® norme. sare appropriate in specifio oomteorts is illustrated by the

aase of a highly qualilfied professiomnal man, ocooupying a relatively prestigious
ponition in industry and politically radicel in his outlook, who is called uwpon

fairly frequently to play the role of an umdhongl {negotiator) in wedding avrenge- .
ments, buceune of his expertise concerning |traditional' procedures, That *traditional®
values are still important is illustrated by the case of a highly qualified professienal
woaar, alsc fairly rediocal politioally, who wisher to have ilobolo paid for her wvhen
she maxri4s heocanse of it being an African custom, In recent ysars therw has been

& resurgence of pride in oculturel heritage, doubtless related to an eapousal of the
valusa pramoted by the Black Consolousness movewont (fee, 9.g. Manona,1981),

Preliminaries ovexr, I turm now to the question of the extent to which werking alass
oulture axists, and is manifest in the daily lives of the black residents and
workers of the greater Durban-FPinsetown area, Befores foousing on shebeens in the
context of the areas of which they are part, a few comments about residential
arTungements for blacks in and arovund Durban may #exve as a useful background,

The blaok population of the metropolitan Durban-Pinstown area is sccommodated in
different ways1

1, Single sex sccomzodation (privately,provincially/goveroment run) hostels snd
compounda {probably in the region of 100 000, mainly men, heused this way)}, end
in domentio sexvente quaxtera, Some hoatels fall within, or adjoin, townshipes,

2, Townships of warying sigzes, ranging from approximately 10 000 persoma to
over 300 000,
3+ 0ld established pari-urhan areas under the nominal control of ohiefs and izinduna.

4. Vast squatter aveas, with a total population well in excess of a milliom,
which usuplly adjoin townshipe or peri~urban settlementa,

Soms of theme reaidential areas are in 'Natal'!, and are administered through the
relevant government departments; some fall undsr the oontrol of XwaZulu, Some
generulisations are possible about townships, peri-urban areasa and squatter
settlemsntst All contain a oross-ssotion of the population in terms of socio-esccnomio



standing, ranging from large mumbers living in dirs poverty 40 a small percentage
snjoying relative wealth (in the larger townships seme differentiation in resi-
dential areas is beoommdont in that specinl areas are now set aside for thome
who are able to purchase 4 their own houses with {inanciel assistanoce in the
form of loans), All contain voluntary asscoiations such as stokfels, burial
socfeties and groups based on church affiliatien, and shebeens prolifermte, VWhen
it ccmes to an asgessmont of political trends, however, gensralisations beccae
more diffioult. Seme of these commumnities ere politiocally cohesive (such as the
township I shall desoribe), others are torn apart by the eort of vigilante motivity
which ie ootwxring eleevhere in the comtry, In the recent past some townships:
have been ccnoeptuslised as moye 'Pro Inkatha' than others, tut it is extremely
diffionl¢ st present to make maseanments of the axtent of support for this organi-
sation, a8 opposed to UDF affiliatss, bYecause of the tensions which sxist bBetween
the two types of organisation , and feares about the consequences of any owert
support for the UDF faction, JFor example, pecple refrain from sxpressing political
opinions openly an tuses or trains, fsaring the presence of inform ers (perhaps with
& pooket taDe recorder) eince no oritioiem of the KwaZulu lesdership is permitted,
In the vast squatter areas wvhich ring Jurban Inimtha membership is usually a
prerequicite for the right to settle on & minute pleos of lard,

It 1s obvious then, that in foousing on two areas amongst the many types I have
outlined that I make no olaim tc 'representativensss® of data (s virtually ispoasible
task in the present type of research), EHowever, I have selested two wvary different
areas (insofar as geographical looation, methoed of sdministration and typs of politieal
groupinge which are pregent are eomemd.), one a wvaxd of a peri-urban ares, which

I shall term the Remerve, 4the other cne of the smaller townships, whioh I shall
refer to as the Townahip, In the Resexve, no pelitical groupings are present apart
from the local Inkeths bBranoh, and the afforte of commmity based groupings are
directed mainly towards the improvement of commnity faoilities (installing a water
pipe, for example), The Township is pelitically ochezive, with huse gressroots
support for organisatione affiliated to the UDF; one of the factors responsible for
i1ts coheaivensss was ite united stand sgminst inoreases in housing and tramaport
costa, and its struggle in these areas has been cast in & 'working olasa' mould

by commentators,

Common o bLoth these aredf however, is a precocupation with olase (Klass or ficilast)
as a wvay of ocategorising fellow residenta and visitore, as evident in common ex-
pressions wuch ss yyangl klsss (yon're inferior, you have no class) and
leyo Klass (T am not that type of person). People are olassed scoording to their
appearance and habits {style of dress, oleanliness, type of scoommodatien/fumiture,
type of liquox consmmed), behaviour - Yrespeottis frequently mentionsd, and the
*mutting on of airs' 1s frowned upow . Education and high status occupstions are
- important faotors, and eo is commmity imvolvement (nlthcu@\ vhat thie invelvement:
amcunta to seems to Aiffer in the two aTeas). In the Reserve, *high olass’ persons
spolude ieirdung and (eleated) councillor, as well as a warker whe is a trade
wiioniot, and high #chool teschers, businessmen ete, In aontrast, in the Township
oouncillors are definitely not included {quite the reverss, thome few who #till
participate in local suthority structures are generally shunned) tut those whe have
served sentenmces for political offsnces, or have been detained for pelitiocal reascns,
are held in high ssteen. These differences relate no doudt to differing perveptions
about what constitutss desirable commwndity involvement whioh, in the Reserve, is
manifest in partioipation in ocommmnity development projects and, in the Township,
in ite political life, Having touwchsd on come of the major differenioss and olmi-
larities in the two sreas I now turm to a more detailed examinatiom of firetly,
the Beserve and its shebsens, and sscondly, the Township and its shebesns.

Dis Resopve apd ite shsbeepp

My foous i on & Telatively small ares, one ward (isigodd) vhich probably doss
not differ signifioantly from other waxds in this peri-urban area., In terms of
soclo=economic status it contains & oross section of the dlack population =
labourers, domestics, teschers, nurses, oleris, a lawyer, drivers, businesamen,
and many vho are engeged in informal segtor motivity, sspecially shack shop and
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vhebean operutory and taxi drivers, 1,e, menbars of mll classes, wing Poulantsas's
oriterisa, VWith the exception of a tagts} element (which does not have the seme

nape as that applied to the Township oriminal element), none of the aateguriss which
exist in the Townshin are found} sn sttempt to form a 'Basta® gromp was prevented,
for it vas cansidersd a bad influsnoe,

Apart from the status distinctions I have alresdy referred to adove, peopls in the
Raserve are still placed in different categories which relats to the extent of
their adherencs to *traditicnal' values, The most 'traditional®' axe referved to
as prabhinos, and the'in-betweens® as guajcasxs, Amabhinog women, who generally
do not work outside of the Reserve, ars still distinguished by their beadwork

and: the men, when at home, dress in distinotive shorts snd shirts (for work they
drest as other men). Amabhinos children sttend school, but not usually beyond
primary level, Although most Yhincs axe working olass, some own stores, such as
Mr P.M, vho runs one of the better shebeens in the Reserve and is somsthing of

an entreyrencur, Eduoated to 5td.II level he no longer works himgelf, for he has
three wives vho run the shebsen and he employs a young woman to run his shack shop.
He has various wehiole which sre put to commeroial use (vans, a truck for transport,
and & taxi) and he ovns two sports oars,

Into the category fall thoss perscns - aome of vhom are well educated and

*respeotable’, soms of whom axe tsotais - who sdopt the ways of both *traditionalistat

and more'western® (for want of a bettsr word) pexecns, No partioular name is
attached to those who ave nsither geabhinca or amagxagxs but they may, on otcasion
(a8, e.g. vhen dreesed up to go to a meeting or to church) be referred to. as
u-gpenss or g'cuthe {edusated perscns).

In daily 1ifs, howsver, these ocategories &o not mean much, for interaction and
sooialisation doss ocoourr to a oeriain extent as, for example, when a bhinos
man sits with a non-bhipos - perhaps well educated - person in a shebeen,

Politically, diverss attitudes exist, As already noted, thé only *politioal’
orgenisation in the Reserve im Inkatha, but the sxtant of its support im, as
elsevhere, diffioult to guage for, as in the squatter settlements, nev sattlers
ary required to pay Inkatha dues, and these dues are alec added to school fees,
Prediotably perhaps, the amabhincg wre said to be pro-Inkatha. There are no overt
political #naione betwoen the two main politioal osmpe, probably becsamse no overt
tical mtivites vhich are not Inkatha~organised take place in the area
s COSATU trade wnionist's sotivities, for example, are confined to the work place)
and pelitical issves sre not widely disoussed, for here, as aleewhere, there are
feare about the existence of informer patworks,.

Most residents patronise shebeens, bhinos women and some (not all) Zionists and
mambers of other denominmtions whioh forbid the use of alochol being the main
exgeptiona, Most of the shebeans oater for a oross section of the Reserve com—
mmity, i.e. for customers helomging to both the working class and petty bourgeoisie
(ot aven, in some instances, the bourgeoisie), as the following twe fairly randem
examplon showr

Mre S, 1s & middle~aged woman with a working olass background who also
engagen in other informal sactor activities, She sells a variety of
drinks - juba, beers and *hot stuffs® (brundy, oane). Her customers
inolude edncated {white collar) pecple, workersm, scholars, Amongst

the workers axe amabhinog,

Mr and Mre D,'s shebesn 1s rum by Mrs D, (her husband is employed in m
potty bourgeoisie positicn), whe also has other informal mector
intarests. The shebesn sslls various types of liguor, including
whisky, btut no Juba. .



However, some shebeens, bacause their drinks are more expensive, tend to attraot
batter educated betier sducated pereons, e.g.

Mr and Mre M.'s ehebeen is situated in thelr seart, modern hovse,
Both husband and wife are employed in patty bourgeoisie positions,
and are also engaged in other, fairly small sosle, sntreprensurial
aotivities, They sell a variety of liguoer inoluding 'hot stuff*
and vhisky, as vell a8 wines, beers and fubp. Oustomers inslude
olexks, tesshers, nuraes, dut aleo menbers of viaiting soccer teams
drewn from different olass backgrounds, Reoreational activities
inslude rusie, danoing and watching T,V,

There are aleo shebeens, however, which tend to attrmst mainly 'working oless?

pocple, 8.8,

Mr and Mre J,M.'s daughter, a high schocl schelar, runs the shebeen
for her parents, and sells beers, Jubss and Sairinoff, Customerw
are wainly regulars, and ape drivers, fastory workers and yeraionere,

Scme cater almost axclusively for the poorsr mambears of the comamity, e.8.

Mre A,F. is & niddle-aged woman of working olass baokgroumd, She sells
¢ Which she purchases from a looal producer, jubs and isiswlw
home brewsd sorghum baer), Her oustomerw are workers and pansioners,
This ehebeen has a "low olase’® image, -

Now although the majority of shebesns atiract customers of different sooie-soonmmio
status, if sise parmits (8.5, Bore than one Tvom available) differant types of ‘
pecple may ait apart with their friends, who are likely to share their atatus,The main
distinotion is between the jubs and non-jube drinkermy Jubs Arinkers almost'

inveriably eit apart ~ for there are negative comnotationa attached e thie divink,
which is thought to be messy,and may even be thought to vesult in incontinence if

toe muoh is dyunk,

Certainly in the majoxrity of these ahebeens, in whioh working olass are present
together with ssmbers of the petty Bourgecisie, thers is no sign of anything
spproximating & working olass culture, in terms of ambisce and subjeote of
oconversation, What of the minority which attrmot almost sxolusively the workere
and, yoorer members of the commmity, such am the two desorided above? These
working class shebesns oertainly do not reflect s working olass oulturw which
nwveals a consolousness arising from the objeotive strueturel looation of the
patrons, Discussion (unlike in the more sooislly heterogensous shebeens, vhers
mmoh of the discussion is in Dnglish) is in either Zulu or Zulw/wagtai-tasl (Zwlu/
Afrikasns mixture), mainly about local community affaire and looal guseip. Puter—
taimmnt 1s usually in the form of Radio Zulm {hardly likely to premote m working
olase ocusolousnessi), or the patrens themwelves singing 'Zulu songe', Although
thers are commmnity menbers (suoch as T.L, who holds a position in a COSATU trede
union) whe might conceivably participate in the sort of working olass oultural
sotivities desorided by Sitas, the Reserve obviously doer not provide s suitable
netting for the oarry over of workerelated norms and valuss to this commranity
neatting, Normwe and valuas operative in the ccmmunity sesm to be & combination

of vhat are perosived aa middle~class and *traditional' oultural models,

Dhe Tovnahin and its Shebeeny

Apart froo individugl assessments vhich are made conoerning a perwen's 'klase’
along the lines discussed above, & laxrge proportion of the younger msabers of
this commmity (probably about three guarters of those below 40-50) fall imbe
one of seversl distinct categeries, scms of whioh {e.g. Cats and Dudes) aze
present in other urban areas in Socuth Africa. In this Townahip the following
groups axe well reprwesntads Pansulas, Dudes, Oats (no supercits), Raatas,
Matooudaks (sometimes referred to as 'Durben Duate’), Norn Agains (vhich inolude
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’ -zrmu?. and Aotivista, Thews names refer to the male members of the groups,

the fesuleygirlfriends aleo hsving their own distinotive names, e.g, Pameuls girle
frisnds are known as Mshoss, Fatapudaks gizlfriends as Tap, Activiet girlfriends
as Comyades. HNesbers of each group have distinctive forms of gresting (e.g
Papsulen - eyfns malitas Cate « 'Larger my man', Borm Againa: .
Whilet the different groups tend to draw moet of their members from similar sosdo-
esoonotric beakgrounds, some contain a falr pumber of both working olass and petty
bourgeoisie, Members of different groups exhibit different 1ife styles besed on
style of dress (especially), type of liquor consusded (e.g. Cate tend to favour
£in becanse it is thought to be sexually stimmlating, and 'kesps them going' with
women) and type of wusio/dance favoured (e.g. Pansulss do & quick jive termsd
seathuls or spspeula). In texms of their distinotive lifestyles, incluiing shared
Jargon, differwnt norms, valuss and goals, these groups (vith the exception of
the Matapudakn) could be fermed omltursl groups, 4 brief dssoription of the major
charastaristics of these groups follows:

Zanayles: They ave satd to be dominant in the Townahip at present, as comparsd with
othere vho are 'cool' amd keep a low profile, They ate mainly of low sducational
backercund (but some have bad high achool educatiom), and woricing class if ent vhen
amployed, Mot aTw couviots {'jall bixde') and there arefurther suddivisions into
categories in terss of which prison gang they belonged to” (e.z. 26's, 28's, mpgthas).
Their interesta centre on drinking and sssocisting with their girlfriends = i.e.

vhen they are not engaging in their *profession' ¢f stealing and robding, Their
dancing atyle ~ & quick jive - like that of the Dudes refleots the premimm they

plaoe on individual achievement,

Dodess Bluoationally they usually (but not alvays) have several years of high
socheol, and may have achieved Std.8 or 5¢4.10) soaw wre still scholars, Ocoupation-
wise this grovp includes workers as well as newbers of the petty bourgeoisie such

as olerke, technioians, teachers, Membery are known es phadlalisi {!Jjollers') because
they snjoy taking different women out. They have their hair permed and wear highly
expanwive, fashiomabls clothing,

Catsy Koot ave married mem, but interssted in saintaining o yeuthful image, Like
the Dudes moat, tut not all, are senders of the petty dourgecisie, They olaim teo
have & great desd of axpertise on the subjeot of consvimr goods wuch a8 oAXe,

Hgatas are identified by their dreadlocks and bhrightly ocloured (red,green,ysllow)
olothing. They do not drink {scne. exveptions) but smoke marijuans, and are often
vegetarians, They tend to keep to themmelves, listening to their veggme musioc,
amd do not generally patrumise shebeens. They ave of working cless backgrounds,

are vexy Teligious, amd do not drink or smoks {ideally, that ia), They
socializs mainly with other church vembers, and are oftsn seen in the company of
church elderw, They do not follow township dress fashiom becouse they bellesve
they should distance themsslves from jagisl elewents, They are mainly working
class.

{'Durban Dusts') are sometimes referred to as 'left overs', or as being
of & "nen existing olass' becanse they do mot (89 other gromps do) strongly identify
with their 'elsas', having been placed in it by other Township residents, Mot
are {llitermte, or have little eduoation, They are viswed by the township residents
a8 drunkards, usoally drinking the only liquor they can afford - juba, gxyina,
Asizdv, st and other canocootions, Becauss they Tely, in their poverty, on
ocast-cffs, they have no particular siyle of dreesing. For inooms they rely en
oatual worky in the words of an informant they ave the ‘woriers of the worimrs',

s trus exampls, perhape, of Marx's Juwpsnprolstarist. ObjJeotively they comld, at
beat, be thought of a2 marginally working claas,

ap thelr nase implies axe at the forefront of the political siruggle whioh
vages in the Townahip. They do not dress in a partioular style, becanse they do
not believe in wasting monsy on olothing and bevafitting the state/capitaliste,
They are youth organiserw, trade milonists eto.In terms of objective oluss positions,
menbers would fall into either worker (mainly) or petty bourgeoisis (vhite collar/
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professional) category.

To summarise, vhilst vorkers would predominate in categories such as Born Ageins,
Rantas and Activists, they may also be found amongst the Cats and Dudes,

With few exaeptions (m.‘l.nlg Pansulas and Matapudaks) these ostegoriea do not exist
in the nearby (to tewmship)} hostels, Hostel inmates are categorined as 3

by township residents and, amonget themsslves, differentiate either on the basis

of vhether a parson is legally renting a bed, or i1s sharing the ded rented by a
relative or friend {imbenba), or as originating from a certain yurel arems -
home people), The pornlation of the hoatels is almost entirely working olass (nome
petty bourgecisie db manage to secure some of the better roome), Diviaiona between
hostsl residents and towvnspeople are, as elsewhers in South Afrios (Vilson,157
svident and have, in the recent past, srupted in viulmo.7 The discussicm of
shebsens whioh follows concerns only thoss in the Townahip! (howtel shebeens are
sinilar to vhat I have termed Type A below).

Shebesns in the township fall into two broad omtegoriesa: Type &, which probably
conatitute at most one fifth of total shebeens) I shall term 'oustomary® in that
they cater for older persons who could be categorised as falrly 'traditional® in
outlook, who often maintain strong rural linka (thesme people are termed m.
At this type of shebeen the main drinks whioh are served are Lijubs, Asisulu and
mahewvi. Thexe i2 no disco or other type of contemporury popular susio such as jmmn,
disco or soul, dut "treditional Zulu' type musio {termed ymbhacans, umshashiyo with
Zulu lyrics) is played., Peopls ligten to this musio, and somstimas they sing and
danoe, For sxample,

KwaMal;, shebeen is run by Mal., an elderly woman with no education,
who hasa been rumming a shebsen for forty years. She sells

lajisulin snd n'gatha. Her customers are Matapudaks (Mut do not like to
be referred to ap suoh), Apart from entertainment from Rsdio Zulue,
customera play draughts, dice and sometimes cards,

Type B shebesns, on the othsr hand, are those which merve a variety of store
purchased liquor such as gin, cane, brendy, wine, esprit, and sowetimes whisky; soms
of them also sell jubs and occesionally (as in the case of MaX bslow) home brew,
Moot play a variety of 'modern’ musio, such a8 jJame, soul, fusion, funky, disco, and’
customers often dance (in their differwnt styles), The majority drsw customers from
a variety of beckgrounds (socio-economic), but Matapudaka do not usually patremise
them = if they 4o they sit separately, e.2. in the kitchen. Pansulas, Cats and

as well as Aotivists patronise most of these shebeens (as do people vhe do not £
inte any particular oatcgo:v), although some oater mainly for specific oategories,
such as Dudes, and Cats, For example:

¥al, & 48 year old wcman, catere for all types of customers except
Matapodaks (i.#. working cluss and petty bourgeoisis). She plays.
Radio Bop, but there is no particular style of mwio or dancing.

Al1 types of store purchassd liquor Avepupplisd, ineluding whisky, but
no Juby

Mr F,D. in & well-educated 29 yesr old man, who also caters for all
categories exoept Matapwinke. Unlike most of the other shebeens his:
customers include Rastas, whe drink wine and ooke and listen te the
regges music he provides for them, He serves all the main typea of
bottle store purchesed ligquor,

FaK, & 49 yesar 0ld wouan with a wvorking olass background sslls sine,
cane and beer as well as is and tuba. Her customers are mainly
Pansulas (vho drink everything) snd Cats and Dudes who drink the beer,
cans and vine, She provides dimco musio.



™he 'M' shebean is run by & St4,10 high school student (femals) und
draws customere from a wide variety of backgrounds, inoluding some
Matapudakn (vho eit apart <o drink their juba)e This shebesn is spsciows
enough for tha different oategories of personn (Pansulas, Dude , Cats)
to sit spart, There is obviocusly a lot of motivity - and a grest deal of
danoing, sspeoislly by Pansulas, and in spite of the fact that some of
the troops patrolling the Township aske use of it to awrreptitiously
drink snd amokw daggs it 1s favoured by the Activists,

There are & fov shebosans which are more sxoluaive in terms of whe is accepted as
a customer, both in texrms of sex and behaviour, for example, that whioh is run
by Mr and Mrs D, (huabend worim in the fozrmal seotor, in petty bourgeoisie positiom)s

They have been running this jJoint for the past 27 years, and cater only

for 'respsotable'paopls, whether Oat, Dule or Farwula, Women are not
peruitted becanse fighting tends to coour over women, Most customers are

of a St4,8 plus educational level -~ &.g. technicians, sdvocates, bockicespers,
teachers and clerks, Most drink whisky.

Whilst Matapudsks may somsiimes patropise Type B shebeens (vherw they mre served
separately) 1t is very seldem thet a Type B customer womid patroniee one of the
‘oustomary’ shebeens. ’

To sumarise, menbers of the working tlass{cbisotively defined) mey patronise sither
type of shebesn, but the only shebeens which an be said to be truly "working olassf '
(beoanss of their older, unclassifisd, or Matapudsia ~ vho are at best marginal
woriing olass - customers) are the Zyps A ones, These Type A. shebeens, liks the
*lov olass' cnea in the Reserve, oould, howsver, not be said to reflect a working
olass = in terme of the definition I have used ~ culture, sinoe their whole ethos

is of & "traditional Zulu' rather thsn working olass nature, FPurthermore, mmny
menbers of the working class positively identify with the sort of alddle—olass

valuss wspoused by Cats and Dudes, which have beeon assiduously promoted by
sophiatiocated mariceting strategies (hﬂood the literaturs on these categories seems:
largely marketing in orientation), Here, in this predominantly woriing olass:

which has been charucterised as sotively engaged in a working olass direeted political
struggle, the objective class is cross=cut by different values, inoluding those of
ttraditional Zulu' and middle-olass bourgeols origin, It is the lotivista, in vhose
Tenks are inoluded both workezw and petty bourgeoisie, who show signs of the soxt

of valuss vhich would dominate a working olass culture, Whether, however, this
could be truly ocalled a 'working class culture! in the narrow sense of the woxrd

(1.0, arising from common experTience as a worker), or whather it would be more
appropriate to see it an a 'culture of resistance’ is & question to whioch I shall
return shortly, :

¥Yow whilst the categories I have desaoribed axert a pervasive influence in the life
of the commmity, any differences are put aside vhen political issues which affeot
the vhole commmity come to the forefront, and the whele Township unites undex the
leadexnhip of the idotiviatia; 3!:1- commnity apirit does not, however, spresd to the
working olass hostels nearhy,

What are the impliacations of all this for working alass culture? There iz no
svidence that in efther the Township or the Reserve there is a strong sense of the
sort of vorker identity which has manifested itself in speoifie oultural forme in
work-related motivities, i.e. vorkers do not, in commmity lifs, exhibit thelr
own 'social identity as a olass'., Nor do they diffsxentiate themselves from 'the
valuss and principles of the dominant olsss?, for valuss which are solidly middle-
elass in their emphasis on status and conspioucus oonsumption are pervasive,

In neither of these two areas - eoven in the Tcmhipwhnnitmtboc;’cm-
de shebeens exist whioch can truly be sald to reflect working olass ideals,.
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In both areas thexe is a precooupstion with the image which is presented, Mor
exanple, in the Township people may give the inpression of having a higher statws
Job than they do in fact have, and there is an emphasie on clothing ¢f & particular,
sxpensive brand (e.g. having Plerre Cardin labdel); & large inforwal ssoter msriet
sxista for the redistribution of goods soquired by illegal means (permitting them
t¢ be purchased more cheaply than in the mtores), Nor is this preoccupation confined
to the middAle~clnsses, for poorly pald factory workers too show a preference for
dreesing above their means, In the midst of the present sducational owisis high
school aocholars identify with the Iundes, and in both areas high sohool students

it drinking in the ehebeens, having extraoted money from their hard-presssd parents
on various pretexts,

The ¢mly culture whioh approximates the aort of ideals associated with working
class oulture in SBouth Africa is that of the Activiets in the Township, However,
the faot that the Activists inolude in their ranics persons who are, strictly ‘
epeaking, petty bourgeoisie gnd the faot that the majority of workere in both
Township and hostels do not openly espouss these ildeals in their dally lives

oasta doubt on whether thie ocould be oalled o working olass oculture in the striot
wenses of the tarm, Scle's suggestion that 'oulture of resistance', wvhich '‘stresses
the solidarity of all those - of wvhatever class ~ who axe oppressed by apartheid,...
saeseOr Who oppose apartheid' is more appropriate than 'working olass oulture'
seens & valid ons in this case.(Sole,1985)

Now this 'culture of resistance’ may mot exhidit iteelf in the lifestyles of the
Pansulas, Dudes, Cats sto, but it undoubtedly provides s modsl for behaviewr unday
osrtain olroumstances, a8 the unity of the comounity under the leadership of the
Aotivists shows, Vhat I suggest is that it exists, az the other types of culturel
models I have mentioned do(ftraditionalt, 'western' stc,) in the minds of menmbers:
of the commnities and, like all such models, it is invoksd situaticmally, TFor
sxample, a olexk - (petty bourgeoisie) who 1s a Township resident might refer o &
‘weatern' model during his working hours, & 'Cat! model during recresticm, the
fculture of reaistance' model during times of political mebilisation and the
Ytraditional'! model when his brother marries, How central this particular model
would be would, of oourwe, vary from one individual to another, and would aleo be
greatly influenced by the dynamics of the commmity of which an individual was part,
In the Townahip sufficlent political achesion exista for the Activis®s role to be
a pivotal ome, In the Reserve, vhore Township levele of conscientisstion do not
oxist, this model is invoked in the work ephere and in trade union saotivitiss; st
home the trade unioniset, T.L. is engaged in community development activities, and
in running his informal sector business, People are not only workers = they are
urpdend (patrilineal descent group) memberw, they may be active in churah saffairs
_and voluntary associstions, and different situations invoke responses besed om
appropriate models of behaviour,

Al this is, of course, not nsw, for as Epstein's study of a Copperbslt mine showed{19%
over thirty yearw ago, different setas of norms and valuse are t into play :
in different types of situations {wark, recreational and pelitiocal}, It is this
process, 1 contend, which ocontiruse to operata in society today, It is this
situational factor in behaviour, I suggest, whioh accounts for the faot that some
workern, mombers of Inkatha, did pot refrsin fres attending the COSATU May Day

Hally in fevour of the UWUSA lsuneh (Morris,1986), for in this situation their
identities as workers was primary. It is also ancther feotor which mekes a reliable
assessnant of Inkatha's strength virtually impossible,

I well realise that generalising to the whole of Natal on the basis of these two
small unrepresentative areas is hasardous, The question is, if, in a highly
politicined community whioh is an integral part of the largest mstreopelitan area
in Natal tyus workdng class culture has not become a pervasive influence, ia it
likely to have done 80 in smaller, less industrialised and rurel aress vhich are
oftean (on very slender evidenca, for little ressarch has beesn done) charmcterised
a8 basioally conmervetive (in the semss of sspouring & narrow Zalu nationsliem)?
I believe not, but obvicusly a great deal more ressarch needs %o be done here,
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HMnally, vhat are the theoretioal implications of the conclusions I have resched?
I belisve that much nesds to be done in the ares of refining theories developed
overmeas, in the light of prevalling looal conditiona and reseaxrch findingm,
The working olass 19 central to a Marxian analynis of soolety: If we are to make
assertions about the role of the workers in the tranaformation of acaiety, and
deal adequately with the question of whether a olass alliance between workers and
the middle olasses is likely in the speoifio South African situation, we noed & far
nore rigorous definition of yho a worker is, Where, for example, do the Pansulas
and the Matapudaka fit, and what of the worker who ls also astively engaged in
informal seotor aotivites? There seems an obvious need for more,detalled commmity
stodies as an aid in testing and refining theorles,

Commomity studies are aloo valuable in mnother respect: Whilst my data suggests
that,in apite of the great strides which are being mede in forging worker idemtity
and @ ognaoiousnese of olass interwsts in the workplace,we are etill a long way from
the development of a true working class culture wvhich outs aorces the deep divisions
vhich exiot here in Natal, it is through detalled studies such as these that ihose
faotors vhich net cnly divide btut unite members of commmnities become apparent,
Different studies can bs used for comparative purpoaes in order te assess which
struotural factore promote unity as opposed to divieivensss. In this wvay e
oonosrned soocial scientist has an opportumity to locate, and psrhaps find waye of
promoting, those strengths which exist in different commmnitiea,

M, de Hans ’ -
University of Natal,
Pabruary 1987,

Tootnoten

1, I owe a temendous debt of gratitude to Mr Phakede Magwama, who is an suthority
on the different oategories ¢f permoms who live in the Township, and who ia
to produse a book on this topic, T would alao like to thank Elsanor Preston-
Whyte for resding and commenting on the drvaft of this papédr, and all who have
helped with the fieldwork, The opinions axpressed in this paper are, of ogurse,
not necessarily shaved by any of these pereona,

2, The term ‘subculture’ may have certain merits in epecific contexts tut I
shall eschev it for present purposes

3. 'ethnos' refers to ‘closed systems into which individuale are borm, in whigh
they must live and from which only death oan separmte them' (Sharp 1960), Thie
approach reifies culture, giving the erronecus impressicn that ‘the boundaries of
culture coincide with those of a given human population' (Lys and Marray,1960:116Y19)

4. I am atteapting - probadly unauwccesafully - to disguise the identity of areas
insofar as is posaible mso have omitted diyxmot references to litersture sbout them.

5. Host Zicnists are, of comxwe, working olass and do not, on the whole, patroniee
shebesnn; they tend to be rwlatively apolitical becauwse of their ‘other worldly"
orientation (mee Kierman,1977)

6, The study of these gunge is, of course, a8 area of tremendous research potential,
to which ven Onmelen's atudy (1962) is & recent cutstending oontributiom,

7+ 1 bave detalled data on about one third of the approximately 160 shebeens which
axist in ths Township

8 Whilst workers in hoetels have been oategurised as being etamch Inkatha

- supporters, it is, for reasons discuseed, diffioult to aseesa, Workers from

this partioular hostel, e,g. wers reported (after the August 1985 unrest) to
have besn very reluctant to travel to one Inkatha mass gathering on the grounds
that 'we 4o not vant to die for m slesk car we &¢ not even get a ride in'

9. There is one shebesn run by an elderly wvoman with Aotivist sons who maintaine
firmly that it ias & '"Pecple’s shebeen' and she does not recognise categories,
At this stage of Tesearch 1 luk_ information (detn:l.lod) on thia establishment,
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