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APSTRACT

The »im of the study was to test Witkin's

separat._on hypothesis. This hypothesis

holds thet field depend independ ie

related tc the sbility to keep uffect, per.

cept and idestion sepsrate.

In order to test this hypothesis field

depend indegend , ss measured by the
rod snd {rsme and body adjustment tasts,
was related to performsnce on perceptusl
dafence and selective memory tssks. A cor.
relstionsl anslysis ard sn anslysie of
veriance were used to sssess this relstion.
ship. Soth techniques yiclded negative
results however and on tha basis of this,

the sepsration hypothesis wes rejected.

An explanation for these negative results
was then sought and this leé to s re-
exsmination of Witkin's work in genersl.
This re-sxamination of Witkin'e work isised

some quegtions as to the validity of the

field depend independcnce pt
themselves. However it was finally con.
cluded that these concepts were valid {f
they wers seen as one dimension of per-
ceptual functioning rather than as » genersl

explanatory principle of humsn behaviour.
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SUMMARY

The sim of the study was to sssess Witkin's seperation
hypothesi». This hypothesis holda that field dependence.
independence or the ability to make a judgement indepen.
dent of # confusing background is related to the ability

to keep thought, percept snd affect separate.

#i%kin srrived at this hypothesis after noting the rels.
tionship between field dependence-independence and veriasbles
such as nature of the body and self concept. More specifi.

cally he farmulated this hypothesis becaus2 of the reiation.

ship found to exist betwien field dependance-independer
and clinical symptom pictures including the nature of the
defences employed by the individusl. On the Lasis of this
relatioaship and the belief thst defences operste through
mediating the interrelationslips Detween sffect, percept
and ideation Witkin proposed that field dependence-
independerice was related o the ability to keep sffect,

percept and idertion sepasrate.

This hypothesis was never directly tested however and it
is with this, that the present study was concerned. The
two experimental stratcgies selected for this purpose

were the perceptusl defence snd sel:ctive memory strategies.

.../Thase
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These two strategies were alike in that both required a
standard response to two sets of stimuli matched in all
respacts other thsr their affective value. Thus any
differences in response to the two sets of stimuli
could be accounted for in %erms of their differing
affective values. This then facilitated the assessment
of the differentisl susceptibility of field dependent
and field independent subjects to affectusi factors in

stimulus input.

In the present study however, no difference in suscep-
tibility to affectusl factors was found between field
dependent and field independent subjects. Hoth » corre.

1ationsl analysis and an asnalysis of variance indiceted

that field dependence.-independence, as me ed by per.

formance on the rod »nd frame and body adjustment tests, was

unrelated to performence on either the pesrceptusl defence
or aselective memory tssks. Thus it was concluded thet
Witkin's separation hypothesis was invelid as fisld
dependence -independence was not found to be related to the

ability to keep affect, percept snd ideation sepsivate.

This conclusion howiver was contrary to that predicted
by Witkin snd contrary to the findings of Minsrd who worked
in this ares. An explanstion of this was therefore sought
and » re.axsmination of Witkin's work snd s comperison of

Minard'v sid the present study wes undertaken for this

<.« ./purpose




On the basis of this two conclusions were reached. Pirstly

it was concluded that Witkin's original field dependenca-

independence inter test correlations were inflated. sSecondly

it wes roncluded that many of the relationshios betwesn

field dependence-independence and various variables found

by Witkin, Minard and otrers were in part due to the

relationship all these variables share in common with

intelligence. In other words it was concluded that many

of the relationsrips found by Witkin were » functiom of

test contamination.

The implication of these conclusions for the vaildity of

the field dependence-independence concept wss then assemsed.

It was proposed that the main error in Witkin's work wam

his attempt to include too wide a range of perceptusl and

personality characteristics witkin a single dichotumous

" &

classification. The concept of field depend i P

itself was not considered invalid but overinclvsive. The

concept was held to have validity if it was considered to

be one dimunsion of perceptual functioning rather than

an explanatory principle undsrlyisg all homen behaviour

- originally »dvocated by Witkin.




INTRODUCTION

The ta:ms field dependence-independence were first coined

by witkin in the 1550's and they refer to differing modes

of perception (100). Pield dependence(Fd) refers to per-

ception which is strongly dominated oy the overall orgeni-

sption of the field and parts of the field sre experienced

22 fused, VField independence {Fdi) -efers to perception

which is not strongly dominsted oy the overall oxganisstion
of the field and parts of the field are experienced »s

discrete from the origiaal dackground. In essence, Pd-Pdi
represent two uxtreces along » continuum of the perceptusl

asility to sernarate stimuli from their ssckground (10%).

vitkin sutsequently found however that the difference in
the a>ility to separste stiruli from their oackground wes
not limited to perceptus)l functioning but extended to irtil-

lectusl functioning (102}. Further, Fa.F41 waa found to oe

relsted to such variables ss: neture of the d0dy and snlf

concept and nature of the defences employed oy the

indtvidual (102).

In sum, field dependance was found to oo negetively related

to clerity of sody joundaries, the feeling of being an
individual distinct from others, the development of intern-
slised standards und the use of specinslised rathor than
diffuse defence mechsnisms. Pield independence on the

sther hend was found to e positively related to trhese

... varianles




varisandles (102). Witkin explained these relationships by
postulating that Fd-Pdi i.e. differences in the svility
ts separate an inmediate stimulus trom its background is
related to differences in the a>ility to separate affect

fion percept and ideation (102).

zigler however has pointed out that contswvination has dSeen
» pea-ticularly difficult proslen in testing directly the
assumption tnat Fd-Fdi is relsted to the miility to sepsrate
affect from per~eption and ideation (107). The possioility
of contarination has arisen jecause experiments in this
xrem have used clinical procedures to measure emotions!-
perceptual separation and these procedures themselves
permit the evmlustion of Pd-Fdi per se. Although sttempts
have been made to reduce coatamination, data such ss thet
provided »y Rotrschach tests, interviews and disgnoses still

contain inforration on Fd-Fdi per se.

critical tosts of the separstion hypothesis therefore
require sn evoluation of emotional-perceptual-ideationsl
separation >y procedures not known to provide information
on Fd-rdi per se. Two such procedures could se the meagure-

ment of perceptual Jefence and selective memory.
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CHAPTER 1
JACKGROUND OF PISLD DEZENDENCE-INDEPENDENCE

The Emergence of the Sepsrstion Hypothesis
The terma FPd.Fdi refer to two differing polas in

the anility to sepera®e an immediate stimulus from
its bLackground. Seversl tests have Jeen evolved to
messure individual differences along this dimensiom.
Of these the three core neasures used oy “itkin snd
his associater are 3y red and frame test (RPT), the
sody sdjustmen* (BAT) and the embecdded figures
test (EFT). The RPT and the AT were part of the
battery of tests initislly used by Witkin in his work
on space orientstion from which his concepts of
rd-rFdi were derived. The EFT which is currently s
popular messure of Fd-Fdi was howsvor 2 later test
snd differs frorm the IAT and RFT in certein importsnt
ways. %hile 8l three tests sre concerned with the
individual's ability to keep an object seperste from
an orgenised field in perception, the AT and the RPFT
sre concerned with the individusl's perception of the
upright while the EFT is not concerned with this.

Hers then there is a broadening of #itkin's concept




of Fd-Fdi »s an adility to judge the upright independent
of » confusing seckground to a wore genersl aoility to
separste »n immediste stimulus from its basckgrouad. It
is this more genarsl perceptusl style which is now known
a8 Fd-pdi (100} .

Soon, however, v'itkin began to oroaden his notions still
furthe:, Ccorrelations betwsen PA-Fdi and sarious intel-
lectus]l tesks wur: noted (102). It was found, for
exsmple, that individuals who were field dependent
obtained poorer results on tasks requiring the isclation
of elements from & context 8s inDuncker's functional
fixity tasks than did individusls who were field indejendent
(102). Similerly it wes found that field dependent indi-
vidusls performed more poorly on those sub tests of ‘atsl-
l1igence requiring computational or spatis! abilicies

viz. block design, picture completion end object ssueably

than did field independent individuals (102).

On the Lasis of these findings the perceptusl dimension of
¥A-rdL was extended in“c the cogniti.s sres wherse it
becsme known 8s globsl versus srticulated functioning.

In globsl functioning as in field dependence, the orgsni-
sstion of the field ss » whole dictates the manner in
which its parts are experienced. In articulated function-
ing »a in field independence the parts of the whole sre

.. ./exparienced
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expsrienced ss discrete. However, in Fdé-rdi the
individusl is desling with an immedistely present
stimnlus configuration while in global versus
axrticulated fanctioning the individusl i- desling
with sysbolic representations (102).

Witkin now extended his work stili further snd
assessed the relationship between performsnce on
rd-rdi tests and performance on tests Jdesigned to
mesmure various personality dimensions. On the
basis of these studies, which will be cited below,
witkin conciuded that the global srticulasted style
of cognitive functioning was rart of » still

orosder dimension of persoral functicning vis.

the dimension of psychologicsl differentiation (102).
witkin came to this concluvion after he hsd studied
the relstionship between Pd-Fdi snd various person-
slity dimensions such as suthoritarisnism, sociasbility,
dependence, external directedness and the use of
differential controls and defences. Howevar in this
regsrd only those studies relsting Fd-rdi to nsture
of the body and self concept Ind nature of controls
snd defences employed will be considered. It wes

fror these studies that the separation hypothesis

emerged i.e. the hypothesis that rd-rdi is releted

to the degres of emotionsl-perceptusl-idestionsl
separstion oY which the individusl is capsble.

cesf2




field Depend Independs:ce snu Mature of

In Witkin s terms, the body concept refers to “he
*systematic i pression an i- ..vidusl has of his
body, cognitive and affective, conscious eand uncone
scious* (102, p. 318). An individusl's body con=
cept may vary from one in which the individusl
experiances his body #s having definite limits with
body perts discrete yet interrelated into » definite
structure, to » concept in which there is » fusion of
body #nd field in experience and » lack of cleer
body boundaries. Witkin predicted that field
independent individuals would tend to have the
former Lody concept while field dependent individusls

would tend to have tre latter body concept (102).

Per formance on the 3JAT itself allows some inference
about the nature of the hody concept. The individual
who aligns his boidy w.th the field in order to
experience it »s upright must be experiencing some
sody-field fusion. In order to further evsluate the
relation betweoen the bdody concept and Fd-Pdi, however,
witkin evolved » test which was especially designed
to messure the nature of the vody concept viz. the
Draw-a-peraon test (DAP) (100). On the basis of

the correlstions sussequently found between the
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LAP, the RPF?, BAT snc EPT Witkin concluded thet

the ability to ceparste an imwediste stinulus from
its beckground was related to the ability to con-
ceptuslise ones own body »s an entity independeant

from the environment (100).

Pie1d Dependence-Independence snd the Self Concept

Closely tied up with the uody concept is the self

concept. Just as Witkin predicted that Pd-rdi would
be relsted to nature of tne body concept so he pre-
dicted that FP3-Fdi would he related to the individusl's
sense of 2 separste identity (102). A sense of sep~
arste identity refers to sn swarensss of needs,
feelings a1d attributes which one recognises s ones
own snd distinct from those »f others (102). A
sense of separate identity implies experience of the
self »s structired and the formation of intermal
frames of reference »s guides for s definition of the
self rather than » relisnce on externsl sources for
» definition of attitudes, judgements and sentiments
{102). Using this definition of » sense of ssparste
identity Witkin predicted that field indspendent

individuals would have » clesrer sense of separate

identity than field dependent individusls.

oS g 0,
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That FA-PAi is related to clrrity ot sense of

separste identity has been confirmed by many 4if-

ferent investigators.

For examplz Linton (59)

found that in an autokinetic rituation the field

dependent individual more nften changed his judge-
ments in accordance with » planted confederste than
did the field independent individual.
Demarin (17) showed that field dependent individusls
experienced more incidental learning than Jid field
independent i’ dividusls when the incidentel materisl
was human faces but the opposite was true when the

incidenta)l material was non human.
dependent individual does seem to De more relisnt on
sxternal spurces for » definition of attitudes snd

sentiments than does the [1eld independent individusl.

FPield Dependenceindependence ond the Specialisstion

of Dafences

witkin postulated

the specialisation of defences.

» relationship betwaen Pd-Fdi and

The following

represunts the work leading up to the derivetion

of this postulste.

postulste came from an early study by witkin (100!

using psychiastric patients.

The first impetus for this

cartain tendency for Fd-Fdi scores to cluster

.../sccording

Similarcly,

Thus the field

In tais esrly study &




sccording to diagnostic categories was found
slthcugh this was not a very definite tendency.
However the teniency for e.g. field depindencs

to be sssociated with alcoholism and field indepen-
dence to be associated with paranois found in this
study was subsequently confirmed by other investi-
gstors (50, 51). Further studies found additions!
relationships between Pd-Fdi and diagnostic cete-
agories. Field dependence was found to be related
toc 'yateris and paychosomatic disorders (26) while
field independence was found to Le releted to

obgessive compulsive disorders (713).

However as in Witkin's original study (100) rd-rdi
has not always been found to b2 related to mesjor
nosoclogical categories (77, 79). Certain studies
have for examp'e found the whole range of PFd-Fdi
scoras smong schizophrenics (77, 78). Nevertheliess
on closer analysis 8 clustering within this major

nosological categoury was found, Schizophrenics

who were hallucinated were fourd to e markedlv fleld

dependent »s opposed to schizophrenics who were

deluded who were found to be =markedly field independent.

Thus Witkin concluded on the basis of findings euch

as these that cognitive styles relsted more to
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