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A source of life 
(followthereader.files.wordpress.com) 
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Introduction to the Design 

 

The design is based on the metaphor of an acacia tree. The tree offers us many rich analogies to draw from. Firstly the acacia tree is a protector, sheltering us from the harsh 

reality that surrounds us. It is an anchor around and underneath which a multitude of rituals may take place.  It has become an icon in the African landscape and thus provides 

us with a sense of identity. The acacia tree is a place of gathering, for sharing and building relationship. It is a picture of birth and life. It weathers the seasons and embodies a 

natural cycle that is representative of the journey of healing and restoration. The roots of the acacia are the foundation upon which life is borne and are simultaneously the 

base for sustained recovery. The acacia is a place of unity and integration. It is a point of transition and a mediator. The Acacia tree is a threshold and signifies a gateway to 

the landscape.  

 

The CCC is based on a narrative of healing. This speaks about a victim’s journey from being hidden, enclosed and protected, to being gently exposed to a new beginning and 

ultimately reintegrated with the community. This sequence of encounters can be represented as the victim arriving, entering the cave, moving to the tree (threshold) and 

thereafter into the landscape, the community.  

 

 

 



 

 
  



 

 
  

Conceptual Development 
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A canopy of protection 
(Author’s own) 

 



 

 
  

173 



 

 
  



 

 
  

175 



 

 
  



 

 
  

177 



 

  



 

 
  

179 



 

 
  



 

 
 
  

Conceptual Model 
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Final Model 
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Design Drawings 
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