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A source of life
(followthereader.files.wordpress.com)
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SHELTER

The design is based on the metaphor of an acacia tree. The tree offers us many rich analogies to draw from. Firstly the acacia tree is a protector, sheltering us from the harsh
reality that surrounds us. It is an anchor around and underneath which a multitude of rituals may take place. It has become an icon in the African landscape and thus provides
us with a sense of identity. The acacia tree is a place of gathering, for sharing and building relationship. It is a picture of birth and life. It weathers the seasons and embodies a
natural cycle that is representative of the journey of healing and restoration. The roots of the acacia are the foundation upon which life is borne and are simultaneously the

base for sustained recovery. The acacia is a place of unity and integration. It is a point of transition and a mediator. The Acacia tree is a threshold and signifies a gateway to
the landscape.

The CCC is based on a narrative of healing. This speaks about a victim’s journey from being hidden, enclosed and protected, to being gently exposed to a new beginning and

ultimately reintegrated with the community. This sequence of encounters can be represented as the victim arriving, entering the cave, moving to the tree (threshold) and
thereafter into the landscape, the community.
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| intend on utilizing the fall of the site by cutting into the
ground so that the building reads as an extension of the In turning the buildings back to the
landscape. hillside, a feeling of safety is generated as

the landscape appears to embrace the
The concept of tree as canopy is articulated through the architecture.
building by creating green terraces. The building therefore
becomes this protective layer following the topography. This aids in establishing a space for

victims to retreat from the prevalent

danger.
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A canopy of protection
(Author’s own)



THE WOMB, THE CAVE, THE NEST

By creating a long curved, stone wall that encloses the
CCC, a space to retreat is created. The wall acts as an
anchor to the building, its solid presence instilling a

quality of strength and security.
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The. building consists of two
envelopes. The inner layer

contains the victims while the

outer layer wraps around it, as ifa___—=%" :

cocoon sustaining the life held

within.




Above images are from www.gettyimages.com

THE SEED

The building is about peeling away the layers and

opening up to new life and growth. The survivor is

encouraged to leave the confines of the building and to

explore the landscape where he or she will encounter
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THE VINE

The public realm of the CCC is held within the
vine. This building is about permeability and
opening up to the community. The idea is that
the facades fold away so as to create a strong
connection between the functions happening
within the building and the context

surrounding the CCC.

THE SACRED SPACE

It is a point of integration between mind, body
and soul. It is a place for reflection, for

retaining or discarding memories.
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THERAPY THROUGH THE SENSES
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The patients are encouraged to enter the space and feel the different

- -

textures under foot. One may even choose to wade through the water.
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THE FOREST

Experience the sound of the wind blowing

through the leaves of the trees.

THE PEBBLE POND

Splash your face with the refreshing water,
e g ' | cast a pebble and listen to the sound of the

THE MEDICINAL GARDEN splash as it strikes the surface.

Taste and smell the different herbs, each

holding a therapeutic quality. | ¥ 15 - o~ bt '- - - o P——

——
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Conceptual Model
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Final Model
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Design Drawings
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SITE PLAN 1:730
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DETAILED PLAN OF THE SEED 1:200
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VEGETATION

GROWING MEDIUM

ROOT BARRIER

DRAINAGE BOARD 25mm THICK

INSULATION

MEMBRANE PROTECTION AND ROOT BARRIER
WATERPROOFING MEMBRANE

8. SAND AND CEMENT SCREED LAID TO 1:50
FALLS AND MINIMUM THICKNESS OF 30mm

DETAIL 01 scale 1:10

o Wh



DETAIL 02 scale 1:10

CLIPDECK POLYCARBONATE ROOF SHEETING

1.0 mm GALVANISED FLASHING

100X100mm PURPOSE MADE GUTTER
203X133x30 STEEL |-SECTION (PARALLEL FLANGE)
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THE NEST
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THE SEED






THE VINE
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