
AcknowledgementsAcknowledgementsAcknowledgementsAcknowledgements 

 

  

 
v 

Acknowledgements 

“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof (Eccl 7: 8)” Blessed be God who 

in His divine power has given me everything I need for life and godliness through the 

knowledge of my Lord  and saviour Jesus Christ who made His mercies and grace 

abundantly extended to me throughout the course of this study. I have the greatest 

pleasure to express my profound gratitude and appreciations to the following persons 

who have contributed in one way or the other to the success of this study: 

DST/NRF Centre of Excellent in Strong Materials: For providing funding for this 

research, grants for conferences and a bursary for me throughout the duration of this 

work. 

 Professor Sunny Esayegbemu Iyuke, Professor Neil J. Coville: For being the great 

facilitators and the channels through whom God used to make me undertake and 

complete this study at Wits University. Thanks for efficient, critical, expertise 

supervision, assistance during laboratory work, and the effective writing skills learnt 

from you. 

Professor Joseph Olatunde Borode: For your consistent love and struggles towards my 

academic pursuit and to be who I am today. You have been a great supporter, a mentor 

and motivator since I became an academic. Thanks for the role played during my days at 

the Federal University of Technology, Akure, Nigeria. 

Dr. Peter Oluwalapatami Olubambi: For doing everything practically possible, not 

only to bring me into the University of the Witwatersrand, but to make me comfortable 

financially, socially and morally. Angels without wings are called true friends; that is 

what you are Peter. 



AcknowledgementsAcknowledgementsAcknowledgementsAcknowledgements 

 

  

 
vi 

Dr. Ambali Saka Abdulkareem: My “twin-brother”, research-mate, room-mate, 

colleague, in South Africa. I hardly find the right words to describe all what we shared 

together during the course of this programme. You were there with me through thick and 

thin, when the going was smooth and rough, during the winter and summer, in the rain 

and shine.  

 

The author received many valuable suggestions, help and encouragement from colleagues 

and friends during the course of this research work. It is impossible to thank all of them 

individually, but special thanks are given to the following: CATOMAT group Wits 

University, Mrs Caren Billing, Mr. Oluseyi Bada, Mr. Oluwagbenga Johnson, Mr. 

Christopher Idibie, Mr. Frankin Obazu, Mr. Najeem Peleowo, Mr. Oluseye Fasemore, 

Mr. Enoch Ogunmuyiwa, Mr. Ade Adesina and Miss Bose Adeogun. I thank you so 

much for your calls, advice, encouragement and prayers. I wish to also thank my family, 

especially my mother Mrs. Victoria Afolabi, for their sacrifices, support, patience, 

prayers and encouragement through the years.  

 

Finally, my wife Mrs. Folakemmy Felicia Afolabi, your continuous love, patience, 

sacrifice, encouragement, advice, support and prayers gave me the strength to complete 

this work. My daughter Miss Blessing Olajumoke Afolabi and my son Master David 

Babatunde Afolabi; you remained a great inspiration to me throughout the duration of 

this work. 

 


