-

1)
their hand-oellb and sleigh-bells. In July and August

s99 Paul Vierdot, violinist and conductor of the Grand

noTMB and hie accompanist, Ferdinand Lemalre, gave
Opera ’ 2)

chamber concerts in the Town Hall.

The period October 1199 to June 1#00 may be regarded

L., v 1 in the development of musical entertainment in

D n in those months the people of the Town provided an

w . nce Oof concerts which catered for all tastes without

~ving tO wait for the arrival of "celebrities” on a musical

ir T.e fint of the visiting artiste after the period

,f oriel, wne Mndame Belle Oole, e famoUB America,, contrelto

first e peered in London In the yeer 1886. She

trD:,,t With her e mur.lcel prodigy, the boy violinist

Sniraond Pechotscn. There «ns therefore greet dl.eppolntment

.hen throuwgh Illness he .as unable to appear before the

eppear at the third concert on 8 Septenoer. Avon Saxon and

Virginia Cheron returned to Durban in November 1900 with an

Of. violinist, cellist, cornet,St. ham,lst and pianist; end

tTéVI thl company they a dad the young violinist Re
Pechotach. Between them they performed chamber .orK. wnich

included string trios and quartet” solos lor violin.

cello' end comet, songs and lurtn.

.ties in there closing years of
There were nome he -

’ ,1 7, advert.

0311 *7 " , col. 1. "Madame del'O Cole".

4) % :::: IS ¢ 1. o '>nrewell Ooneer '



century which became accepted as part of musical

terV’inment in the twentieth century. On 24 June 1899

f the residents of Duvonn listened

to P concert from
gone o1 - 1)
th -Toomn Hall by telephone. Gramophone (phonograph)
e
were held in the Masonic Hall and in various church
re

fl-1p rut only to aupr)lament the live music prenared for the

«c jn Hovemuer 1900 the "bioscope", the future

»,V 1 to all musical and theatrical enterprise in South

Africa, war hown In tin Town Hi ll.

prom the varied assortment of musical entertainments

->scribed under the generic name of "concerts" ttxe more

forml concerts o the later nineteenth century emerged.

TT.is evolution too v <ce in two stages conveniently

defines By the two historical erloSs dealt with in thle and

the previous ch -ter. The early e .ir-'ee. mlaceUaneoua

concerto, mualeal id dramatic entertainment, and "Penny

a.adlnge" Offered t.v putlie enough variety in one evening

to Piece everyone; eacv nrogrrtre Being made up of

recitations, drnm.tle sketches and humorous monologues -

hotel "auric h 11", church heV., Vanonlc ImU o. theatr

of performers and concert-poer, he, .e« to e,,an=ipate two

types of concert, t ~ r a 1 j ~ - | concenjwhlch
1) Ml& 26 June 18." , P' 4,

>~ x, advert.
RR M - 1Pe0O- 1UO°” P ; L1 . advert: "The Royal
3) HM. 28 Nov. 1900, p. 1»

Bioscope Town Hnll"e
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early origin in Durban during tne middle 1860c), and
fifid Rl u<
chamber concert. Both were Intended lor genuine
loverr, end were often dignified occasions in the
mapic'
»,,3tre Royfll or the Town Hall.
0f the concerts rei erred to were a means of raising
> tnelr success depended on large audiences whose
>v'-ogemtnt could make these occasions both financially

., ntically successful. In the last century various

T r! clrcumat mcec bro :e the hap y relationsnip

failure of the ligats, heavy storms and - wortt of I}
incompetent srfomere. Harsh, unrestrained newspaper
eritlolBW h i *d to reduce the number of really bed putllc
perferaeneeei end vlelting eelebrltlee, «no «lll Ir.g'.y
collaborated with locrl rr teure. encured the success of
D-irhnr. concerts, er; -olel.y In toe last decade of the

century wnleb vroumly the ,,st etlmuletlng period In

liirbi -Vr 1 iric/ . * ry.



CHAPTER T3N

,UIV, DKVKLOPi
IB50 - 114-O.

251

ro . u _cai inrtrv, ent Imr ever Bupereeaed the humm

;ice

, 13 InK i, : -rr- rcsiH!m ec-ui f-d then the eblllty to

. » p urierl li..tro ent,

mr¢ - t«- te for

* the heritage if British people, it war tn:s lorm of

.,eel ent-rtnlnisent whloh coptured

in the yen' 1664 two lectures

3)
D.11.1.

the heerte of D%*irosn

or. murl- "~ e given by

ringing w»



+ 4r
ffith It i

q 1

Victorians called

feiat {he

recular nr will be evident

rnrged to illustrate Mr. I) ton's

Specimens of old Psalmody

iit have appealed to many people
"aacred muvic"

from the

252

r "not cftlculf ted to move the paerionr", an opinion
1

in the audience.
war both sacred

following programme

necond lecture:

from Knox’s Book of
pctur (17th Century) 0. Gibbons.

S'netUS GfiJ::! <»H,

c Z 1 dbth G ntur,) Ta MS.

Ci'orus with full voiced choir Mozart.

Si-,- "Bread of H even" from Sacred Songs.

Quartet: "Hark the song of from the Lyra Srera.

A the Jubilee

Duet. and chorus: "Hear my Kent.

TrfoT "When shall we thre Horsley.

meet again"
Duet Trio and Cherue: at
Chorus"

It !'6 r.oore.a that, aleo und.r th. auepio.e ol' the
hurtan Mechenler' Institution. Ur. U ton gnve s lecture In
October 1867 on "3nl e« In Song Music'’ to mustrsted cj
early lectures ana to stimulate Interest In the forr.rtlcn of
e Ctorsl society, which Mr. Opton proposed to estsbllsh ss
society was ever formed

Of the first concerts thst tooh ptsce - the yenrs 1860

to 1860 very ;ew programmes are in

I) N.C.A. 24 June 18! 4. p. -«

InstmtTon"'. NOA ~chanics'

2) N.C.A. 24 June W "A- '

Institution".
| advert.

6) M |i0hor6l 3ociety,,.

, 14 sept. 1867. p. 3. ~° .

4 v n ¢t vo .Tnlv 1884» Pe A
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reports # the local papers it ic known that some musicians

0k * dueta, trios, glees or quartets; and that others
apng

..concerted pieces". Of the "Grand Concert" arranged
played "conv

Messrs. Haygsvth and Trylor on s November 1859 in the

trrfonnr « In mi .torly style; and that the
mUEIC
¢ a e. vocal) ware "choice specimens of the clastic
quar-1Tv < *
t H Nothin is known about the actual pieces played
nBtitce

y t>. Baud of the Durban Pail harmonic Society in November

A "large vacant atore of Mes rs. Knight and King in
Meet Street" when
o000
A\
: . : ‘999r
variety of favourite airs,

,r on Chrletnns Eve « few week, Inter when on e "lovely

ooonllght eve" they “pereded the nreete until pert midnight”

However. Biehop Ooleneo. writing of e -meeting" of the

Porter. FhVh r. oic Society on J July 1854 which he ettended.

offere ,u.t , Orief hint et the repertoire of this Bend,

t: rarT 1in e :rfL encc the

vlollne, flutes, eorr.u

I) M . 12 Nov. 186J, P- *le ' phUh,,conic

Society". JLocnl intelligence".
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in the loc;.1 X krv 'i Li fcnown thnt Borne musicians

reaoPtf
, duets, trio; , Vnm r 'uartetB; and that others
gpng 001" '”°
«t,onof.rted piecoa”. 01 th< "Grand Concert" arranged
played cone

» rPi Haygerth and Thylor on 8 November 1859 in the

.. street Mat.oi.ic tt 1 (Hoy 1 Hot 1) w read that "the
Smi' I K

«.p neriomrd in a mat verly ;tyle; and that the

t8§ ~.e. vocal) were "choice f.pecim'.i*B of the classic
b

¢ lV’ " Nothin is known about the actual nieces tlayec
gggtel’— ¢

v tVe Band of the Durban Philharmonic Society in November

foet Street" when

' . >

L, 'ys Ly Ly, T
variety of favourite airs,

.S 1T

Por. Chrletmna F.ve n few *»eXr later when on a "lovely

'onltght eve" they "paraded the etre-t. ur.til 1 rlrht3)

However. B-.ahOF Coleno. writing of a "meeting" of the
Boroer. Phim m .nle Society on 3 JWy 1864 which he attended,

offers just a brief hint at the repertoire of this

SJ SSaTTihc 1!:;

A L, T-OCBI intelligence".

2) thy. 25 Nov. 1988, P- »+ 00 '
Society". A JLoeni Intelligence".
3) HM. 3C Doc. 189 >



iwench homo etc. - md very rail, fair,
-ntive end delighted audience. " 1)

first mhliohed progr-imiZH in Durban appeared in

o with an announcement of a variety entertainment,
a jievtipoy®*
iisiiunntly nusical, which dv -rtlt-ed to take place

, T,nr 1if, ' in tlu* "lavri;e iron atone behind McDonald'b
on 13 vu y

AN

) The two orinci nRl artiste were Signora md
Hots1i -

3.0 Della Caeve. The dct Is of the entertainment were
given a® foll1°W :

"3Jignma Bailia will perf.n on the Tight hope.

A comic on- by in - .

>=huo, .1thc»»t#net accompaniment

The Real Pol Vit " N oe.

The whole entertainment concluded with Simon Drl.a”.>
extraordinary performance with hi-' Idono md U."nm.

same trouoe nerf.rW in Knrltstura at toe Crown .Lite, m

Proieecaor HnttereW In hia hook EortiviV-2£J1-S212Bl.

he deacrlbeti It no one of tr.u" A lmh

would have bean

piecaa <« fh anhr 1>-



vn 30 jBniiflT*y TB55 coon ; fter tne m?™* v -1 fcon Bngland

, her semi-grand pianoAlc - ir tvnnle oi the popular

,oicnl tort« of those dnys:

Int trunental.

vui.,3 by L'r: . Oul-itt and
L, jr. . Brickhill.

p? tyed by 1>£ . Cubitt,

*'01l" i1ior oianot irte tnd

violin ey R 1
gorl- "T \e ti’h* heart )1 » 9uni- y th'. . Cibill.
Ai\;vomanl Vorls tiont i pi:y-d on the pianoforte

: Cubltt

pfxrlt? lennc 1 I* 1*e un[V( W I’l o 111”

Brickhlll.
\ . . In. t sumentnl.
(;V vt tr—”\:/M T t1e}-1011 un mby mr. . Cubi4l.
i_le~ "00(;)"1:6 efng 1 p Voc 1 nd instrumental.
v . -
Lon on
fTne rvfxl Of ten mir. i”e.0)
Inr trur.ent-.1.
Overt r e: 'Z if int >y Mr. . C-ibitt*
[ .

1 1Tj”*by’t'rs. Gubitt.

Aalecolne" (OF rung by Jett/

Treffz', ., rnar, nlnyed by Mrc. Gubitt
Du : ﬂf Sonnembu

ple.y:.! on 1%' Pianoforte
by Mr: . Cub]tt.
rune by Mr: . Oubi tt.
Sor: "Oh; 1 n'



TUe progPanmie of M. . Cubitft

S- —torto
f ner seial-grnnd pianoAi8 n loir

tarte of those days:

trei  "Calioh > la./d-ui" Inrtruraental.
Overc tret Calip a./d-ui rung by Mrc. Cubitt and
Dru’i" . | d by M Cubitt
Antoete Brim mtn "Oul UU-ne Pfayed by Mrs. Lubl
Tel'l'l for pianoforte and '
violin . . n "m- i
Sor.g:  "The trie heart ol a aung by I'm-. Cubitt.
AYivor:lgél"Vorl' Crops played on the pianoforte
Parisienne" T T \ .
Ole'. -: "Heather(H(ilir' rung by Mra. Cubitt,
Brickhill.
. - Inrtr inentxl.
Ovrt a-; I nere 11 ,ung by lira. Cubitt.
Voc 1 nd inatrunentol.
04r., '... "O -r- erve I |
Lon1n
(Interval of ten ninu cO/
Inr trunental.
Overt : m '
tuart w"31 m'
rImgb6ay I'ra. OuMtt.
Treffz) et '
Du ¢« "La Sonnnr. i
Piimofort.
by Ur:. Cubitt.
i,ung by Mrs. Cub; tv.
So: r:  "Channln - '7, Inrtrur. ntnl.

concert given in Breede’e

se iple of the popular
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Other concerts were almost entirely vocal. In the

+AT* (which h: 1 n'W become 3m th’s tore) the D. 4.1.
Sjane s ™ ] x

4 March 1656 wn. held.

, Prom the programme it is
Soir®r "1

,..ent which were some O the favourite songs and glees of

the day:

ftleres "Red Cross Knight".
"Merry elves of Fairyland".
"Here in cool grot".

v "AW o Aeoli n Lyre".
JHr-k 't e 1 « ! Un drum".
"The M7 Tiy".
"Hail nailing mom".

e3ryf . "Wantel i etvwnrai ) (nota : anr r.y

"Ood save the Queen". A

?;,r of the :leeB mentioned ntove had nlreedy hecor>e olacaloe

,n ttie repertory of --lee literature: "Here In eoot grot",

hy the inewn, I/>rd Momlngton (1736 - 1781). father of

the fanoue Duke of Wei'In-ton; "Hall amillng mom", w7

ae-lnnia Spoffoth (1770 - 1837); "Red Oroee Knight" by

6,7, the Queen" wee not Juot e formal e’oee to the evening 8

joining in the ch true.

Mechitnicr, ’ In s ™M MltiQa".

2) See n. 14 "'



ns (of Whose life nothin.; Is noim), was oooular for

rs In Durban. In th ¢ same programme were four very
jiBy yb . '
Victorian ballade: "Low oack'd car" by the Irishman
popular
(1797 1iseuj) whose fame rei ts mainly on hie
Sam Lovel '

4 pOii;a et Home" by StepH.n Po: t-r (1880 - 18'34). first

e4 in Lor.Ion as tne work of iV. Christy; "teny hr.oi.y

e 0f the day" tty John Blockley, 0 prolific song writer

Alisher of mid-Victorian England; and "Alonzo the

vreve" tty San. Cowell (13 0 - 1864). better known ss the

'

, concert was : .ectflclly "Sacred", humorous

w raes " by J. Parry; and Hr. Hnygarth sang "Pair Soconund"

, the same composer who may still be remembered as e writer

16 June 1858 Included a number of "concerted pieces :or

*11,. nd f% 'b- ides the on , he e.nr nd the

1

two ,0 r -leer we -e runv; "Kmheer Vandunek" (Blshor) and

t,e ever., ,T r "Banish 0 " Men" (lI*rcns.); the”whole

As a musical accomplishment ringing was so Many

esteemed that tne purely Instrumental part of a concert was

sometimes regarded an only a means of providing rest .or

individual Instrument'l U-ms were not named, but merely

prottilnpsd ap n diver; ion from 1 1 1 n *




THE.

LCAPT Ivr S SOHO

A Khi(it'l
y — " /8-
rif* ’/\' Lo A



"During the entertainment
instrumental music

he played." 1)

a lelection ol
including overtures etc. will

main pert of the jx“ograitmie war the ringing of glees

wW,.h included "The Red Grots Knight" (Gallcott); and a

.er or r.n-c including the at:a "Ae I view those scenes

,tner occasions these instrumental items were called

"concerted - ces" or "f ntaslns" and were often rendered on
the harmonium; or ,r duets, one unpromising combination
K,ing "two nut-. ". 0

one occasion 'r. Prhter, tne

violinist, ;il yed a irk uy de -riot; and on another

"the hand of violinists 'rve the
g, rch* and cer places. ' 0

3)

al e"

" farrlors*

?7h<* eccentric "M* T nSvi

to instruments munlo by devoting nenrly n *nolc evening to

programme .er tnken up 1th hie own verletlone on « few

oo-ml.r tunes, e -grand fant rle" on the themes from the

opera t “nnar.bul,. and Krr. CuMtt's rendering or the

gp-mlv'll r /cnlce.

Ot.'-r Inrtr.g-.nt-1 rrisle, mainly reminiscences of the

On, of the first of the hand nrogr™-es to be ouhll.hed In

the local papers wav that of an open air concert given

Band of the 86th Regiment wh -tayed In the Kar-.-t 3,iuare on

the afternoon of ' *U'® 1 et e e e
1) Ei&. 19 Peb. 1869, P- 2, col. 1, '-v rt-
3 J o, 8 ,n, 1889, P. 8 -1. 1. "The Christmas

Festivities". gl
3) Sec p. Ifl-1f

To i advert.
4 MV, 11 L:r. 1859, P*



1. Mrrch.

Selection: "Trnvir.tr » (Verdi).
Writ-: "Piix t Love" (Ferrer',.
Selection: "!lonnri nulr," ("oilir i)
qU d'-me: "l/.nrthn" (D*Albert).
Oriov: "Si'irit ol° it '

(Fitzgerald). 1)

Sif4” ?e ft 1vt.-t >I'® march, md two or three farhionnble

nft tuner. How much th< Victorirnn loved reminircencee

t>f thllroom together with in requalntonce with the

uteet dftr.eeo cm he ¢ recinted by reading some of the

osrly advert! rement; In the DurV n paper:. Of one

entertainment it wen taid thet

LI <. ¥ i nt oi 2 D
Ve ell df the neweit kind, md highly -¢lea G
cme"rf. "'

son,-,. Duet.,. OK-,'. ’»< Pianoforte Buette"

which "n fi'irly conelre tcrmo e«ne 'W' —ir-1col tr.rte

*I.B "' "1
Any dnvcrlp-lon Of I ",1c 1 t,-ete ahoulS take Into

yrom the e rlV-ty-n V o Hot-1 - f ee1c muale In th.

w . ,vIry n«. «o - hoc > d If.

S

Pl-no.or hamonlun,. 0.

('"Renort on Platt’f 1 1: >

1. 6, advert.
3) LM: IH July id! % p.



-Xoi t'
relieved to be the firrt nimoAto arrive In Natal ib the

“rhteenth century pquare Fix octave cottare nlnnoforte
rufactured by George Wood, whicl arrived In thlE country

< x849 and 1Bnow housed In th< Old Hour.eMUBeum In

) -£orto$

3t And!" Street. u "I o A rrivwd finely and
v,re immediately ofi’t reo for r,la thui :

'pirno  'irt< for : lo. Breede tint Co. General

Merchant; end Cone If; Ion Agente. Have jurt

received t d offar for aale afin t-ri te Mahogany

cabinet >Ino, fix and i hi If octi vee, by the

celebrated aolffe and Co. London. Price fifty

poundr . A;ip 1 " rl'ty of Ulc. " 2)

-fpre i

TE.eve i i v wv 1 "'r 1l no/\ in any o: the newly
;pttled e V! trit . of ' e hr' ti h anpire, end when there
Ir.atruner.tr n * rrive in D n r ulorly, three or
four or. each v'.lp, * -y were el '"her Id irzw lately or
tr* I:1 d to t er ports

*Pi nor. Thre - fir t-r te Pinnor for rale to

rrive ,d dnily i ct'"d per V r 5¢®v Qlbron

fr n Llverp ol. P rtie, -h-rir u. of poarerMng

a fine instrument ar* reque t»d to co:-.unicote v.it.n

th °V : rr Tied, :*: t old revioua to the

V. 0 re eeerving, they
of the -t1t r ol enlrt, hr. > h uari.',r, Ir.ttr to b

the lour.der of the :irm >f Darter and Son in Capetown, who

war. It o « "pinno >rt< V -'v", tm lr.ee vl1lh tzie firm oi
Uer. r; . Collar’ ar Ool Irrd>Lon(1>n. he -.'.mi. t>< f(* f
Pianoforte uc Ing indigenour v nl't N1 f1x" lvn\.

all the late, t Improvements. '

ra rt.
1, col. - ve

1 col. 3 advert.

"Notal-I-'nde rlanoforte".
3, col. 3,



.fort, as

2

epir.noN for role were d vcrltied vrrioutily

ndgbinet pit nofort-'", -mi eott; 30 ,l-noforte", ”piceo
(i cottn e) pinnoiorte" md r "grend equ&re pianoforte".
1.(°

.%»'-hogrny grand equare Man > >rte", "bfl or *Ing to Captain” 3haw
, o esre i r; rity, but It +e recorded that one was
-l-poed in the 111-fa ted Minerva which wea wrecked in
2irl , Bfy In Jun< 165C . Mrt . Cubitt’a Beinl-grmd which
,r mved in Decc her K 54, wt3 prol oly one of the fi'rst of
Ind t> read. 1: m C>lony. It of the pia;lo* giISId in

porii'n atorea were cottage (or upright) ranging from 5) to
7: octi ver.. The frmoua Broaden'd in trumanta began to

rrrive about 18bt! By Decer-'i r 1856 there were so many

Tlaeo*r in*»:r- r. ' t o n'. tun- r r e Vlr.nleoe.ie of
b

Loop Stre t Mrltz: ;rg thought it worth hia while to visit

the Tto perlo leal y "or a wut three months to do tuningr.

Port of hia business was to reinforce the framework to suit

the climatic conditions. The widespread taste for piano; %

praising the vturlcal taste if Durban after the successful

n

Reel organs - , Ich Included harmoniums, seraphines,
concertinas, melodeona end accordl uu - P .tnr d in
from 1665 onwards. One of th- first to advertise an

"excellent harm nlur." »"» Vr. J. CulUngworth - he was the

first to Introduce the srlntln ares., to Durban

January Ibhf:" Bef re this time at least one musician in
y

8) A vHattcrrley, Esrtj~lt £fJLJiil!-diive
3) M . 16 Dec. 1858, p. cola. 3.4, advert.
4) N. S. 5 March 1053, p. col.

6) UK. 31 Jm. 1855, p. "+ c°'1 4" ’,lvort-



rym Manufactured hie own oeraphine and played it in the

philharmonic Society Band on 10 November 1%3;
"The eeraphine (at which I/.r. Hull jui-i'.

mnde o* the woode oi tM : Colonye It .i a \ ry

taste of the maker." 1)

naritzturg announced in th- psnere that he wna spending

or three we.ka in Durban tuning and repairing "organa"

>

December 1660 a "Grand Harmonium »!th Id atope" wae Bold In

Durban by auction. Harmonic a, mostly those manufactured

by Alexandre of Parle, became accepted at pert o' the early

orc'ettrae of Durban, even at th, end of the century, besides

being the least erpenalve substitute for a pipe organ In

cr.urchCB.

Concertinas (both the more elaborate and expensive

r. neh, and the cheaper German varieties! and airdlar

instructs called melodlana and accordlans cere sold 1in

great nu tars and took their places in the home together

"

a teste for violin Haying soon developed, one of the first

musical accessories - main , - ‘n strings and music paner.

Flutes were advertised for sale In Durban in 1866 by

Hr. Prase- ,nd by ,r. J. Culllngworth. The cornop e a n "

1) V Nov. 1863. p. co’¢ 'L

1 tnteU 8 -
3ee p.if3

ml. 1. ndvert.
8 'J_H. 99 Dc¢. 3369, P*



o itr ) bone and a close ntao dent o tne
cornei™
ocCiulone, and, lit 4h lute which enjoyed the .;me
vvtlr-rity, could he used a; a substitute for the human
Vlice: or in com inatlon with voices, the Instrumeit3 being

ire , convenient meana of mu ort than members of a happy

v "mml 1
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CHAPTER ELEVET
Trv guWIH AID DEVELOP. EiT OF L.ISICAL TASIE
1850 - (continued).

lee. * P rV- on.,,j nAunc iTom the oreres; flret

nrnduellon™ ; ' or tnnio. : 1m-truiivnte 1 x.uclc: some
AM(Iver*ET" 1 »~ --vul; r runic.

Tie popularity of nmmy of the rolo songs that wore
* ’> vei by the Victor!tme ili :nt be attributed ar nmmch to the
Mebrltier who made them popular as to the quality oi the

, th, .reiver. It *.. cm tom -y in Biglona to ..overtire

finga « ,*ving been .eng by one or eeverel of the eninent
JABfer. of th- day. who bee

r*oaere of the .oh,-,.

e nor- celebrated than the

Ae iring Inge,, in Durban became
mell-known to the public thI'Ollgh the eon,a Which they Bang
,t concerto, each of the local "celebrities" being aaaociated

With certain Bong, which the aublic expectedthem toaing

over and over .in. 3or.,c were 1-'0 «! ..r:sedb,

of th. Binge, who vi it-d Durban after 1.60.

«m -

Between them

went -ailing" by J. P. Hul'uh (101 ~), "0 «*d ah-bu
m ¢ the day" by W (1006-1670), -'hd '"Within , n

not. only m < tribute t &~ confomlty with the

intrinrlc merit of the 1 ' revival
. it over and over ngi.in >oi

" n

convention of dem n 1iu
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¢d f*ic aomori't. . Todnv it iv :ore interet ting as an
0f no6''alb

U ..pit: of m P‘current theme .ongin Bishop’a“now

otten Olhr- Clarij % XiJL:; .il-1’X-t.hVJI (F'

ot t-e level if - nt wm'! drfiwlng-room musical entertain-
t p. .N“p Man a tin »ul-r ;ong-writer. >ut there were
A e >..verr ,11 the "are in the mid-nineteenth
c L]
1 , . 1 'mt.UM 1in the United 3t ,t of America,

m<pn-a in hit . mr. a tn. te for Wrier me and the negro”®

« ,,, th- mmn.er of "L r; L veil”, Nia rlor-e Jocey", and

now'' - Vhlch r- r nted the unpollahed, .lijMly

b

eSitrrt.tlnaent* 1". f nw.ry W 1. "“rd LoreU" end "Bivy

'

n,» .ell- no™ o the CO- .unity for Me Marine of the

Ker, r ’0o’by Jacob Bl'imenthn > \ ’ -

44 N at seq.

2) w. Diaher ¢ 2tl*—<c--v
» col. 6, advert.

4) u..;, IB Sept. 1
See n. 15%*.



ir> not Iencwn that Bit?hop*s "Lo, here the gentle lark'l
r surig publicly in Durban before lire. Pinlnyson Gang
#6 eVb
in the Mnponic Hall in February 1864. At the same
,t a popular humoroUB singer, Mr. Fnunce, sang
I. Hatton’b "Simon the Cellarer".
Hm »ur w r wel ¢ d by ¢ >ncert-goero. Mr. Haygarth,
4, t,he conn y of a Mr. Galt (popularly known as
st }jeor fe"). i -ng humorout aongd. Some of there were
, ty Minetrel songs made incidental to a light atage
, - t inment. Mr. O It had his ovm special comic turns in
which he impert'Onn* ed the character of "Lord Dundreary" and
6,ng a few .ong, (some of them oerious) to vary his

entertainment']! He too a mg “Lord Lovell” at various

.,th r,c,; T of nu. lo - tril'lee of forgotten authorship, rueh

anger la particularly evident about the year V-'-""-
K,. S. P. Lar, ort, «ho la not kno«t to have possessed any

remarkable vocal peers, adopted for his own special ren er n”

by John Davy (17 d-W 'd). and "Tom Bowling by v- --

3% p. 160.

2) See p. 158.



1368 the PouBsard-Bai ley Company sang (or played)
Jjanu®1ly

th96e popular Ballads, moat of them Irish,
gone 01 ' .forte

. . 1.Rra played cv the pianola
iree *o -

. .luded "The last
which 111L

selection of Irish songs

rose of summer" and "The Irish

. oddly nou h it v, a Miss Bailey who sang the
migrant ,

il v eong "come into the garden, Maud", usurping the *

93X had a strong fascination for the early settlers

u . their British heritage and new maritime environment.

Ir Aagu8t 1869 UP. end Mr D’Arey Head, deleted W «e*»

W ,8n A.ateura", produced DiMIn'r ballad opera TheJ-'ateman

BHoufhtmgr H 11 m Field Street, and made the occaaion

one for introducing **¢' from the opera: "T,e jolly young

..teman-. "F.rewell. ty trim-hullt wherry-, and *sCherr-e
A See v ¥ .ipous -srd-Bailey Concert
2) KjJh 97 n W * T Cco* 0
Oompnny". _ advert. See pe
~ W COly e
4) 'hC. 27 Pah. 1 ' p* !
3ee p. 179. "jeaale'e Dream, or - .

6) A netting of Grace Oamohell



1/
Were both sung by Mr. Mirimdt..
cOW®1L

With liayg'~"th’e return to Durban from the Diamond Fields

) rv 1873, a fe’ songs v/lIth mutiln;: titles, but of
ip Janu-mJ

3WinuthorBhlp, appeared on concert programmes. At hi8

. Ti J)June 1 73 ht r mr "Father Mol toy", the sl)(ﬁg
concert on

,ich .nde him popular In many parts of South Africa 4§ &

,iF p atoral Rhap idy" tnd "Don’t be too particulf r".

4n ,.r .of>c> ;honed a preference for comic songs too;
0 b o 5 * " > 3
%ocert in w

*l« song, were browht to Durban by the -Harvey-

,et Mrd in the e. "v.. rchlng through Otorgl*' «.d «*-T

I;,, but not forrotten". -e. rs. Brrham and Truro eang the

tl ,,r ,. timer? I 1'r °’

I) p.:;;5. 5 Nov. 1%7 * '"* 2> °

n
Sen nT174.

8 See p. 1 1- work (1858-1884) beat

knov.n for M B son* * Qi

4) See p. 183 et. f"n.



. vv George Linley (1798-1665), which became popular

comP0$%  J
Durbfiv from about the year 1674. It woe Bung in the

+,nnal Schoolroom on 24 July, and about a year later

Congl6"
0 i Al 0 .
o mem"ﬁe]i %f he concert pi-rty trora the IL.M.S, l3§r LUri in

gr!l.”e devoted plmoat entirely to bolo Binging.
1B7C there wi1 / run o' popular Fingers in Durban.
:3pt,. vl: it in 167- , with Charles LascelleB her
4-t revived intere.t in English, Irish and Scottish
pecom. an € -.
Besides ItKomerwerthome % she srng"The Hfirp that

tfie 1% ,
,& ,sn,,n CarmaH". "RoMn AAalr", "Cornin' thro 'he Rye'.

cnrl6ty rong, "Pieore rive w a penny. Sir", and th. rn-tln.e¢

f,TO«rlte "II Bnclo" (ArdlU). LaaeeVee rang "SoeKV:

H|. pP..,rtolrel "The old am.

9
other ronrs to , « few songs
, » .1 .3. nelson)*, r'"
end "The Rose of A ¢ r’ 1 ' . another newcomer
, dedicat'd to y
BpeciBlly compo: e r °’ v, f>hieleei the most
frequently peri ornr = . - — 1

1) Seep. 165, ct. sr".

2) Seep. 187, et, *'e



w< Divinond, tnother po ul -v Durt-.n mn :er, 4e
4 rt (inr.earance at the St. Cyprian's Association
nie tlvi
,. In geptrmber It 77 v.ith the ringing of the song
OoncertP ¢« 1)
e wreeith of roBfiii" (Knight), and at Cydenham with
in' p nr:.V*1 f I"'" 11 to IP r.tfod" (RlookUy), to"
the eong

, _'vednin " b ' Por.ir.tow: kl (1816-1873); the latter
"Yeoman a Y.,cu a

nll r until the e rly part of the nreeent century.

1.V (. VIellf (liti'tl. Atklneon) fir. t appeared In Durban

letter part if 1877. Her pooulerlty wop due to her

the belied "C Her Herrin" cor, ored by K. Oow (1763-1831),

for her duet, with rr. J. Sr.enton In their Binging of

ere the wild wovee Beylnrt" (Olover) end "I've

wndered In dreams" (vlade).

|4 ;
ohbl wm'to.

1) H.y. 2 !3r.pt. ' >

ABBOclatlon C”n " , ttaygnrt”,°

3) TIhf. 13 'inrch '

tort-well Bntertrlnmer.. . NAA eavert.
3) M . g1 July V-'. v- " o Mendel" **"*
2 m6 Iunly }979, P- S- CO01- ~

Concert".
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1)

-ith llayfrrth nvd later vith Oherlee 1/ eceiice.

. time MiBO Archibald u”ed to eing "Wlien the
About TFnie

, ItWr homeward fly" (AIlt). Tie rong "Waiting" (Millard)

t v.CPne popular after Mrr. Atkineon had rung it in

ifgy, mthenrti " (Sullivan) had been made popular

in
flip-d by the tenor Edward Lloyd (1845-1927) and wee often
n Durban tenor, Mr. Bnyly. Mr. Lnngman, a baritone

,u, rrived from England in 1880, eang two Bongs which were

0

....... by William Re-v- (1767-1816), and "I fear no foe" by

clro pmcutl (ieoj-1688). In the eeme year "The Loot Chord"

Snlliven) and "Maz.ret, " (Oounod) commenced their lone run

of onulerlty In Durbm. when they were i>mp «t . St. Cyprlan'e

ecconp nled hy a, m e n ta |l trio cnoletlng of a pianoforte

and two violins.

although clr .re were dlapoeed to monopolize certain

male vocal (nrerf the eighteenth century

glee compor.itlon h”'l ' .761 0f the

when It wee atimuVted by the for” o n "1

%
2 X

- 1a80° P> *e g° ’
Concert".



275

: , ,0A Qcntinmen’ G; tch Glib - it still exists - to
piemen &n -

-p would-"be coin:iov>er:

) to submit their cnnons, catches
encourag

t , the Club in competitions for orizee which were
and gif " 1)

-rmunnv. For one of there competitions in 1787
I, W \%
oZF icnl club in Sn: land to be called a "Ol ee Club"
4 t d tn I78v and 1 sted until 1867 when it was

waf ete
M68olve -

result of these early comp tltlons over

c6Uhea, canoiif and

"ere written, and an lat ...out

tl, hundred were r.Mleixed tn e collection of 3 volu-ca

, red by Thome, Warren.' What has been termed the

“Golden >ge* of clee-wrlt-ng war Inaugurated by one man.

Sanuel Webb. (1740-1616). e -on, oecer of catches, cm,one one

Who won 06 of the annual medals awarded by the Catch

CWb!1 His ee *+*Olorloue Apollo" was sung « the open r,.

np T""'" ~ctlonary. rrMch’ 0

=) 8choles, 2 "-ti- "rUCIB
) ) ,rtic <« qiec ) .
3) Qrov" * Plcj V'Ji: .U- n.,r. nn innuij

into M ir i.lrt tjesLllhJl.-—----—

r "TtTTT
article jebbe.
5) 3oholes, oiub
6) Sir . J idi=tlo£luX- '’ % ~ % L n . (W.W. N°rton

Yir ) P*



. .tt th< ov-i 'V

;5 =% ¢ j*-letrated example being
o >Tind mice". A lee 1B harmonic in conceptionand
iti'tO “F
) noiiA'lv three or four voices. It has been called
involves * - 1)

i Or musical sonnet", the musical construction of

hich ving determined by the fancy of the composer
ihich vina

interprettl%l'iiigﬂ of the meaninga of the words, and changing

in his

A «0rd "glee" itself ie the Old English

" "
) gleo
jaaods ¢

_Vil,« meanlng "nmole", and with thla etymological

nation the terra need not be restricted to thoae
cor.noaltlone which hare a happy or gay character.

When properly rendered gl'ea were performed by three o"

four male alng.ro, one voice to a part. This often

leceaaltated the preo.nee of a male alto (or countertenor)

eoiee which la otlll the dletlngulahlng feature of the

Anglican church choir, an Buglleh Institution wulch con mak.

Claim to having footer,, and preaerved even for a short

pen,-, in English musical history the secular entertelnn,n

, giee-slnglng!) For two reasons, namely the style of

positionl and the correct method of performance, glees

are not to he Identified with either the sixteenth sou

-venteenth century madrigals which were polyphon c

mstructlon, or part-songs, predominantly harmonic * *

construction with oeveral voices singing one ,

nineteenth century, however, the glee seemed to ose

nixed voiced choirs. th0 singing
. . n r wmole * lcca
the traditional otyle wvrltt-

- a NN WA A
1) W A. Barrett. SBi-S—° ' (phO,ni. House Ltd.

2) R Nettel, ainEH *""*H V m a.

London 1954) p. 1 70% f 7“ort movements,

poetry, and each O"! !
pp- clt. article GlejLL



Ofper?-e'S'Hlfﬁ by choirs bee ieri

olhg *® Part" 60,";" ¢

Thei,e develo m-mt e, n be tr. ced i. Lirbm °’

Tn s”ite of the rarity of male altos in
hirtofv.

- rice-Gin In" in the traditional wutyle startec

v - i Between 1 >*';ml 17 A

% _ . :
e w1 lee dnhn and mr regularly tiebeat of the

wr> =5.y.» o tls V. V already been rnentione< ,

, t. n . ", *Blow, Mee. thou winter n

. I I -,. 10Umcaroe'i tov.erf
3 . n- >m F o ' %

2" Lro»,rt «. " L,uoie h, the Burh.n Badrigal Society

, 4de

*he bulk of their musical repertoire ™

.rn-lo of the Bnglieh
aVn it rted a* gleet *v ‘s °*

MW), both “irabl. ahen randared ar either glaaa or

the Pri byt-rl 1 ehm A lee8m, the aecapted, K
T-ii1 co: .oli te ref*-rea'

v

11 3 V- " T 'n- ,0oncert of Saer

R) 31 DOC. 1 "

mcicr lee o. 0. ..prenhyterlan Liter ry
1 col. »

3 vy, . Oct. 1 "™ %

Acaoci;tlon’l.
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-v-ictice in rirlv ' cl,)ol: in Durian when thee 5
usvie - v X)
4+4nmn< were ner >nr ed it

achool concerto. More ofter
corrpo0 -u *
1 Miavt- t pang the genuine rle-B, either ijnficcorapanied
f, ini
o (finally Intended l-y th- co- 'oper. , or accompanied by
o+ T v tii- laft v »* ctice wiich wa; generally
a piani-T"
_dev ira le though it was in destroying the
, ] t,i ,n n " vriving the e- omance ot‘ an
. pnd frvce which it -ht have had if sung hy three
v¢ four urv'Ceo’> hied n - *lioes.
Tl.e inal

rt.-,ge In thla trmn itlon from Klee elnglng to

irt-staring took piece from , Nut 1876 .hen there .ere

everal proficient church choir:

In Durtrnn, but three in

Lionel mle v-lce style the Anglican church In

vole, on! TIthough gleef were still being aung by

, t..lera, the choir tiuy have ,tlmuletea the 8,,,th of

ke,,V,e- ,e for intr-duelnc to Durbnn _

IriritTtuti in".
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s numuci

M ,nd HBi,i " « * 'more y Liberty", 1 ith by Veber (1786-1826);

"Imag® -f the on Ay J. P. : lerv rdt (175: -1814), "Gome

<rink" by Heinrich Haroctiner (1795-1861) and "The Chapel"

;reut o (17 -1 );

v -r 1 of” vV .ich the Durban
ty 1

ir iVere a e to oin at offici 1 banquetb. In 1872

jr. v. in Ar :" by Aharr % 6 quite the mort popular male

,al.i,,,e0n * in Durban. T dr, mme choir popularized

*rt- iong. of Franz Abt (1618-1885) the composer of

home” .rdE fly", "O Fatherland" and "Thuringian

Volkpli'

Other part-eonge were performed on several occasions

ourwn tv . erlod. fillage ehorletero’

; ...cheie,- (1794-1 70), -.-ho, like hlF more famous collee.rue

the oratorio 17" 1. X A

"What are th< wild v >« .

Orticl' StiliiS. --- -
2) 0” V- DV'tL11'J7’ 317

37A.  .arrott, 3—



part-leon , v cot:.- iced "by Stephen Olover (1813-

nroll .‘Ic con ooser of ¢ -cred ttid aentimental songs,

-0 IF ‘ -to
. «. duet; cu l )it no® >iecev; the v,ore: by J. S. Carpenter
baits >

Aa-ni ved from a pol ni nt nc ne In Dorabcy and Son by
r/lere a'l A=

,»1t.B Dicken: . "All ' tong the barley" is the only
,.nn v .hi' h 211a $ St rlin * (1> 19-1895), a very
compos. -1-1
, org,niSt. 18 remembered. "The Tar's song" is by

T y iton (170 -18id), a theatre conductor and composer
tetter 'nmown "Simon the Cellarer", one of shout 300
,la solo songs. "in this b.ur of softened splendour" Is

. ,:to pmsuti, s fashionable singing master In London and

lhor-1 eon et r and composer of oratorios and church mu.lc.

bhe two hest-kn >wn in Burt, n were "311-nt noon" end "Sweet

md Low".
The "glee choruses" - or part-songs written in the

H.,v ft W as -If Pf»ra,,11 U

COI’I’IpOI‘*'” 1
) dt 0 e 1 *
1) 14 MW Dir ter, 211 = - %
2) scholes, »rtlol” H-"---"

S! Snmp n. I'd at Yo

%
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1)

In DirbBti well-known ;)?itrlotlc tongs were often sung as

r., ,gC. On m* ooca i >n the traditional Welsh song,

Of H rlec ", v. a by a choir o4 ten ladies and six

.. or »Ru 1tr. ", from he mascue Alfred by
geitti®- iy1‘e

.. &ruv> (1710-1776) , wnn nothing more than a cong of the
thoitai- A* '

,... mv not have c.c a d the defiant emendation:

»,R1le Britannia, iritannia rules the waver,
Briton.' never shall be rlaves,'

Hgnry Brtnie, Hlciv vi. (1817-1881". w. the composer of

"yd hlei s the Prince )f Welei ", r aetlmes cel'ed the Welsh

national Anthem, which « s very po.mli.r in Durban 'Torn about

The sdnpt itlon of seV. oar to part-songs was done

effectively by Christy Illnutrvl troupe The two west

favourite, by Stephen Port-r were "Come where W love lies

dry sing" md the ror'""Por 011 Coe" (usually cared "OIld

Black Joe").

~ol. 1t Tom. ,.ad t c Itfor vi: tlngmuslciaru orfor

the music to be sold la hone before they might bveome

familiar with the lavo— A nowlng appeared

nineteenth cor iry

in a Durbnn new; x >er$

1 Oct. T " . P- '

Institution". ,,oenl and Oenerel".
o co"l* xI*
3) . A ril 1 e "



Q<  tic rut ic it it t rn mt n rlty and
, understand ’t. Before opera was "brought out

] "rpndon the oo’.ul tion were unde f?-niliar with
irs by the I in I nor," -f the atreet," 1)

T:l -v. :nd Vv. . pa .l C Came to Durban in 1362

- , nr uvinu from operaa by Donizetti and Verdi.

rtv ,.lt, thou h ; )YC>r one.

9

to sing the "Barcarolle

from Me. tniello (Auber) w t made by local amateurs

r n September V- 5 Ii 1364 Mr.

and Mrs. Pinlayson sang

.er tr from Benedict’r LjlJ, Q' KlUarnfZ, Verdi'8

Ny .tare end Bnlfe'e 3:7!,,.-.Jj]. All wurbnn rstt.ir.efi

of Benedictl- O ere In the let century w,a the duet, "T,.e

I, I 'r-v'tt e e -re -t feeourtte. Selections Iron

only point of c- tsct .1th the wort.

B.rt en eple b-c

~er,,

throu h verloue ver-ures end Instrunentel .elect.,,,..

tnutic of which w e not = * "

51 S=s li J- ., . ,-Inlnyson's Concert?
ol11 » 1°*

5) iv_e 1I, MrcVi 1 , ¥

Concert".

6) See p. 163 et. Bei.



koGtil in .tVLLMiiit. 'li. (u =3ly piani .<tv) were al o able

1 selection; from tbt o -vv . At tb- concert given
to

By =

%u;;ban enevol-.-nt Society on If January 18(56 selections

niel’ o (Ail r), L .cr, jr/i- (Donizetti), Robert
n J/crbc 1) Luc1l i1 L .uncH”oor (Donizetti)
yed on Mt o1 1.
ey ban o v, r 1 o responitle for acquainting the
r! evith tin r from the o r r. One of the first of the

sogra*e nl .yed by this tend under their conductor

. Willie if tyil-inl )f meny, md gives ft fftlr cross-section

5f the popultr test, of the day. Half of the rrogmmne

,, ... nth Rflr.-It -n.vad the,.,, kind of * m e r

VI. tv 1 9:tur, o , ft, rnocn rertom,nocs m

th Lr ¢cn rrt in C

4) &L. 0,t. I , P- !
Bntertr 'm eent '.
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*8¢>; the Pou”.:nrd-Bailey Company entered, for operatic

rith inctrwentf X ;«iectionr. md aonge from II Trovatore,.
tccte

.X t-r Jranc Bio frov. 3* in Ice (Hot ini), instrunKr.val
’Veroﬁ» u

eXGerpt’Q' grolm &ggﬁrt 1e LI; 2+ - (Meyerbei r) and nn octui

,ce of an operetta "In love with ; viltz (Amoureuz

, V i ') on February in P;iliner'e Lin. onic hill in Field
S ' i—‘ t ” tvve be n tlv fir. t attempt to stage an
v Durban; pother w a in Au uat 1869 when
r,m)y d*wcy Re d -avr tr or tbpoe of Dicoin u

...gaterr-'n’ In the £ ,# hall (sMeh w,e then celled
h uw tit. " ! 11"). "»t Wither oi these e r y hvi-:- -

11V3lTed anythin,- rner. than the e W W of cones In conjunction

r e fir. t rtter-.pt to reduce "Orend Opere" In DnAnn
J;,.. , -, -ir Kir d ft.n-erOor.--.ny <, ed

. Arid -ed eerrlce of v-r *' U, Trffvetoja, i» "  Trftf,‘Ir!’r

Mdently irony In the eu, fence »ere -WU. r

,,re eccurtored to henrlnr It performed in It.lim :

c* Wig of ¢ .. C l-tip

11

37¢e pf 174.



iffinfll Italian or Frencti.
the orlg

favourite, "Robert, toi

An exception was the

que j’etlme" from Robert le

) (Meyerbeer), a oopranc aria which was sung either In
piAble 1

original French, or in Italian. It was first heard

93

pﬂibﬁcﬂv in 1 ! i %

conee-“» when it war aung by "a lady".

At this period some of the imre celebrated operatic

flr1I9* M peared on concert progra;renes. For example, in 1870

j 1Arcy Heoa enng "Ye.., let me like n fl'!ldler fall" from

Karltane (Wnllaee) end Ur. Carl Strecker aang "Ae I Tie.

Viranda-Harper Com; »iV Introduced to Durban the "laughing

t., 1, . not the @ue.n" fvxa Tlse Soee r7,f paetl®e (Belfe,;

-Troubadour enchanting" from Durllne (WaVace) which -ae

rung by Madame L effl.r, who had dietlnguiehed herself by

singing the same aria In the r.eence of Queen Vietori.

end tie Royal family, Y®1 the eon' ' "M "' 1

from Balfe'e The Rohe-nl .jl111

»t this tim*-.

6'Arcy nee 1 an1 C any brought Oounod'a £8321 «’

Durban In leu. -hen aos. of the "muelc. .»«ee « " T

vr. mad. Incidental to the '"dfeutroaecope'" entertalnmenta.

There being no ade.uate theatre or stage facllltl.e

Durban had to wait a few more y - s

for anything approaching
satisfactory operatic .induct: m. 4)

Instrumental groups, such as the Instrumental Onion, " - a

repertoire consisted mostly of .perwtle w * w

I) 3<e p. 164.

.. n T ftdvert..
2) 25 July 1870. p. 1* o0 * °
3) See p. 177.

4) See p. 62.
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tne tunet irom t tetter-'-nov/n open s. At one
to P1

(Pt they i-layrd lectionv from fo'ir opernt,: The Barber

* "

A to plGy (I a march '"Scenei, thi t are brightest" from

s 1t T, Th- music of (Qheron (Weber) became

to S -danhrin audiences In 1872 when Ira Hirst played e
Known u - -forte,
eenteuir v -tort’

Louch and Mir: ‘'ehr-ns played :. a nlnnb”duet "Aire

from v 1

overture, were often n r: rraea, *)d "or this the *vrotui

rufflced. T *Vy th".e r me verturee wttb nn ensemble

s,ree enough to :

- coved n -orehertre-mr.rked S greet step

'5 tortl 1 ird r-lecti ,n. from Xorme ( eV,wl)$

(Donizetti) at Hsygnrt .'r concert or. i - . v - >7"oe

Selection? fr-or t on ev r,
oor.r

votW V Instr*entV
tlon, even lute m.” i™ 'ig h t find e piece In

elreott eny concert nmrre, ". $" "he A

the opera through pubV c ! «r

1) p. 17H

a) i-v P. 17j. .

s 6 , "The Concert
3) N,y. 24 April 1 . P« !

"The Harper-Leffl*

Compfiry".



Operatic production wa'd tried again in 1875 when the

B Leffler Comrnny ataged Dihdin’a operetta
J3flpper- 1)

the second time in Durban, in September. This was

I wed in February 1876 by Anna Biahop e production of

The Water.nan

The Grand Dueheaa of crolateln. From the onl
Qffenbtt ~ —= i Q y
account of this performance we read that It was
educed in the manner of a secular cantata:
'*"As the curtain rose it brought to full view

the orchefltrn we’* in th* rear

,;L, ,h0 took part ware: Madame Btehop, Mre. K101,

Archibald, Mlee McNleol. Klee Harrl.on, Mieaea Collier,

,el6,,. Field, aneaton. Darld-on, M= Hair. Oreen, Bottomley.

3-1ffln, Munn. Collin.. Borain. The Inatromentall.ta .ere:

(pl.no;. Tlrvma etc." .ere uaed.

Theae carl, operatic prodoctlona In Durban uaually

foraed part of a concert progrHrre. A heneflt co

Charlea Laacellea Included the -Mi.erere Scene and Anell

Ohoru.. from Verdi'a -tag.d In the Trafalgar

Rail by Ar. .a Blehop on 16 February U .aa perhap, A

la, first really aucc.aaful attempt to produce "*rand Opera

In Durban:

itz ;£ ~ :r B Y 1?2 " " E " : 3 E
It wee highly appreciate
deservedly applauded

¢c " nrrfo” ere°

113 mam

Hnrp@r-Lefri*r

, 6 "Madome Biahop'6 Concert'.
21 M - 10 Feb. 1B76. P. »e °

5) NI. 17 Fob. 1376, P- ' . > ™
Concert".

Anna Biahop'a
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several InBtrxjur.entBl

items in the same
there *e

ht mav be aBaumed that there was a amall orchestra
Mlrraiime ' %
playera; which must have made the performance
about B

a We than Mhdame Mendelssohn's rendering of tho
nye IHPER -forte

ta the accompaniment of a pianoAand harmonium in
gne scene

,UV-1879 in the same hall.
Although the visit of Signora Neri and Signor Nulli in

dii not result in the staging of any Italian operas,

2  t,o muBlciftnu bring » f. op.ratlo tune. .1th their

.,yUg nnd Binging or excerpt, from Donizetti'. T h *hter

.,V. PAclment end D - PSStiSSIli ""d In eddltlon more

selection, fra. .X* (Verdi) end W S1 (Oounod,.

M»IU rendered bb plen'o, duete. Moi.rt b operaB .ere

Signore Herl end -re. C.rr * t o duct, from

'""J(02%e_diJ*aro.

o0 oo000 (( “ “ ..0 eeee

Operatic Company from Marita

) NM 16 July In7N» p* °

Concerts".

8 See p. 191.
) P I foia.

)
3i N.fc. 18 Antr. 1880, P’

"HMS. Pinafore '



MTI‘OVG/\%jf,g g(Verdi) end The . Xuvergne (Bf

A Theatre. All of the e operas were ('tree

L Tercelt 69 wlth the following principals:
ciprie.’ "B cei

eraser, hei* < *

. P> Miss B. Smith, Mrs. K. 3mlt u Loca; amnt
Ms. "°r

. tv,0 chorus and "an augmented ore ae.
fortnea ‘-tin

1>u20 '!'r. H. Milter formed Dramatic, nd Operatic

Company wUeb ,P«med In the Trafalgar Theatre ’n October.

*aa introduced to the Durban public ,1th ''he W '.ow?"

onnouncement in the ne.ePHper,

apontorod the s'- Durban Ladiee’

n...r the auapleee of

Durban tervy n Ot e . A »-nd two ohoruoe, from
Benevolent Society . A Aul. r performanee atart*”*
Handel'a geai'J or" '
2) 1M1. 05 out. in "elle > ' 7 rtrn  Benevolent

O cole 1

m'"' Dec. u
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,un~r 1865 at the Mayor’b Soiree when "a chorua from
n g0 Janui 1>

tah" waa aung.

On 24 December 1866 at the Mayor’a
;he MESO1

. the Sacred Harmonic Society gave
jegidenc -

»A selection of pieces from the "Messiah" end

pleces"f*"MoZort*and’ other"renowne®*eompoBere" ' 3)

on j July 1967 at Mr. J. P. Churchill's residence they

icerrta from Haydn'e The CreaUon and Handel 'e Meeelah.

sided Handel'. Judm U fcccj” to their repertoire at

verulam concert

of Sacred Muelc In Octoher 1868. The

:,6t eoncert-hall performance of oratorio In Durhan .ee on

1869 m the Trafalgar Hall when part of the program

devoted to excerpta from Handel'e =="»ucte4d
5)

Vr Ire Hiret.
pnttl 1870. therefore,

b

"aydn'e The”reatlon. Handel a
,e,l.h and J ~ a ~ M

aented "~ an'e ta.

e n
'orlo. and ... "Hallelujah" chorua .... Meaalah aoe a
mlversal favourite. 1, thee, must he added a .or* of
Preebyfwrlén’®Chun.h, f " "With
z . . . —
r— 1« " " A

D IR
eang "For Behold * meoler anng (i'ror
flerkneRe" from Hnndel *b

) Mnyor’s Soiree".
% f'olo. n» 1
1) fl.M. 31 Jan. I1fl,,;,« te °

2) Sec pp. 65 and 165*
3) See p. 65.

4) See p. 169.
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nr-'torio "Rejoice ;reetly" end "I know that my
the same o ° A

‘<e.aeemer Uveth".
y pebruevy 1:175 lsr. S. /V Plntt, the meet able choral

, 5 Dt tit:f oevlod, cot.: icted a programme of choral

6T WCu0>

]
ar-ic J
, i -llorl " from Vaz rfe Trel th Store, rnd
tcUi:.-" fr-m Hnyto‘e T ¢ * r ¢t ™ . Included
from Uendclccota’r SIUnH- The recond half w« devoted

%

s -0 C.r: r 1875 the St. Cyprian's AerocinUon gave

»,ole m: R-a i»- " m tlr Tref Ig r Hall, which Included

Tooite ) v
it n . not th

Phllh- m.nlc 30-................ of the

.,¢c pnwer captured the enthusiasm ofjhe

r gp i dri' L e

P, *

muele of A%



, church Choir who performed excerpts
3, 1)

16 SepteliVvr®
h there Wwere many muelcal

from the work

inetrumentc for eeie

.V, rmrtnn r.hopa In the years 1861 - 1660, comparatively

metrumental music was ployefl for Its own sake. The

;;u.c ttat wae performed at concerts merely re leved the

. . . . . C
, » I.fleed on the singers, or revived memories of opereti
turtirn Plov

,€ popular songs and glees. For this purpose the pl.nofort«;

MmonUm.. was sufficient, tut the addition of a violin oF

,»ite paced some orchestral colouring to make a duet or trio,

.im”~duet, or arrangements for two piano, were the usual

eutetltute for a hand or orchestra. An instrumental

carnation of more than three players was somewhat rare. A

faartst consist,rg of a cornet (Hr. Platt), flute (Hr. Palmer,,

t - ; (rr. Allen) and hamonlum (Mr. Hull) played at tl.e

'Trafalgar Hall on ,3 July W Another Instrumental

consisting o, a piano: (Miss Bonnar). two

,r. and Vr. BonnarlT”*ho (Mr. Allen), flutes (Messrs. a mar

aud Culllngworth), eomet (Mr. Platt)

and hanronlum ,vr.

constituted "a most efficient orchestra- playing .electrons

from Bellini *s M "

B, Dscemtor IB

the Congregational Schoolroom OnN

Most of these players were members o

the instrumental Union, who used to Perfons. at the oonce

I'r—.

for Singing.  Hr. Downws.rd . a proficient on both

) 4)
e.trurientF.

See p. fi9.
See p. 171.
See p. 17b.

NM 1 Dec'. I,-, P. 3 col. G ~ A A '

‘aoncsrt.-.
O . 30 Jan. 1672, P- »* o001 -



il mCtIS’%lX £y

# OAfl . *«#' 1

. A v ,J; VJL.
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- £oi
w,ere wo. Vt 7 little aeriow )ianoAmm ic performed at
Mendels atm'i Rom a Qupriccioro, war ployed by
thi" 11
” ) ,v.v, 1 , nd e thover.*t Danot: Op. lu
1$r. -« 1"

/+, ,ue> 0n 00 D ¢ =.bev 1 0 Other worke which were

p. ni. tic dr .vilng.room di: play nieces featured rather

plL. - . .2ver» 1 t "= variations on "Home sweet home”,

I T trP " (con’ ,: er unlmowr ) b* rae

4 Uroary 1 .76 0! irtts U, eelV,E

9 ' 9 A
, . ) "auwerv.s of 200 V.mee at
"' tCC I -1
he Or ' > P 1 1: " n*
inethlng more dignified war
. ¢,r -te -tmnal Schoolroom
* Dr: . r vm
the

only IWtlmata violin m»le to

_ . Miflnme Anna Blnhov's
Cone mirt -

2 3n p. 1 o
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,ap.o and one of the many verBlone of the Carnival

In 1b63 Mr. Porle played "a de Berlot concerto"

?(Venif£X*
A UP to hie reputation ee "an accomplieched violinist
thus 11vi1 -

" He nino justified the flattering description of
% Home " 2)

- o <'favourite eleve of Coata" "by playing
himeeli ai

Beethotah & Sonata In A major Op. 47 (Kreutzer) with

et the nianom Jn 1666 Henry Poueaerd played a
J8. "ari 4)

on of the de Berlot Third Concerto.
Nearly everything of e popular character, aacred or
waa arranged for the concertina, which could he

Irebaeed for «a little aa 6/6. Two cow.odltlea. aheet

r;elc end concertlnae, were the main Items for sale In the

Blflc Shops in Durban. The het.er-Known oratorios were for

lel, m 1866; the Christy eonge were being sold In 1866; and
the years 1867 and 1866 Ire Hirst, the music dealer, -aa

advertising a great assortment of musical Instruments end

000 pieces of music half price for cash'. In 167, he?*

it vae written:

. wr Hirst's establishment

' "n-n nn
o
99 . . . T

’ m 1676 he advertised:
from four ehll 1Inga eel o

I, See p. V>> 4 rtThe
2) NM 1b Sept. 1863, P*

orand Concert".

3) See p. 159.

4) 8,0 P" 168" . eol. 1, advert.
6) M .26 June 1»"8' A nflTert.
o cole Of
6) M-I® J"n'" 1 8 7 p" ' ,MUPIC Warehouse".

71 ai, is svt. 1668, P- '"'<°1"



in addition:

eenew eorgu, duetr.

pleno duete,
Messiah,

Chrety cor.gr,
and Bishop's gVen

in 1876 he adver' If -1:

eenew , leest anthems and part songs”.

Ir one advertisement "Durbar musical favourites*' were

"leted ee folloess

'"The Drear. (Dolor ¢ -1}

'Drear a' (Mo . loy
Tl ce

In 18H0O « eax,HL«nent »P-'w«re» '<*«

»n<
Co**B y-"*1cB1 Bijou ChrliUiee Album of Dnrcr Kuptc

Dwchfinlcel -0. Bertie.- By Bobloeon V.UB.

r nnl 5, advert.
I) NV. 19 A I'W, P- S- COI'

3 4, nflyrrt.
8) WI. ¢ Jen. iwt., p. c 1

1
< ndvert.
A

» M . 28 P=r=h 1876, P- A ocel end M.re V.

y [ ]
4) N.g. 17 Jan. 1880* p. * (






¢ o« o DT A

1!, Ser ChfApter -v'-n.

2) See p. 1-4 , divert.
) c)lre 11



Opera established itself in Durban as a regular form
Of musical-dramatic entertainment after the visit of

p. He In; Id Leigh* s Dramatic and Operatic Company irora
j'nritzburg in September 1880.

In a.id o: the Rom; n (h tholic Clock onr Bell 5Mnd a
. ' ber of mmteurs volunteered their services for a production
.> >l ert mnd Sulll no* .h.5. Pinafore. During the first
>rtni ht of January 1881 hr. J. H L'ackay conducted four
nerfor i.ee of t o operetta in the Tn falgar Theatre, with
4, ol'o in,’-'o te; M . tt uc~ (Josephine), hiso Cheatham
\Little Butt.ercu ), firs S e ty (He; 0 * ~ « -lool (Captain)

(Boetewain) nd Mr. H 9 th as pianist. At the performance

ar. Jon-: ry 1 1, nd on 17 March when it was repeated, the

vii itinf Band the H.V.S. ,Boadic-n” played the overture

he. like others befoi him, was hailed as the "Cims Reeves

, rlrBt ,- rlom. to etnge Oounofl's rsssk In

: IMr Chorum, r ' too, Mnce ht the Trathlger Theatre on

(Mephletopbelen), Tom Foulton (-.level. ;!lt,.q hnettne M’
1) Sep* "

col. 1. ehvert.

Coi. 1. Plnnfore"
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,,Ai1f. wouid no AS 6 vecogniaed

0O,e.auo Pr, action woe turned In July 1881 with

potion ved. OBkltn, nho aang the 1-6 .ell-knc»n Bong,

rln-nullt »horpy”l »nd other .eng. which had hen n.6.

r in Sn-l-.nd by t..« f m -« tenor SU,r. e-ve.

» once again the Band of the 95th B.6tm.nt who pleyel 8)
the ipgretta which Uace. , produced for the flret time In
n t \% .

comply wrr N my»rance In

muflcil tiiF.v,ry. '— R
C>Le Vs v
[
TWi- 1 .
3) Wi S . col* 3 advert

a\  ,, 07 July 1A






,,t Theatre on 4 February In n performance of

,Je Gornevllle (Plannuette). The moot popular

. Inner »t th r time w,. Vr, . Fort, dIBCOvered and
operatic el

, Wvv.celVee In 1 rltzburi. On the night of the
trplneo -

second Egg?rmrnce he f lied to npoeer, Arid Laacellee who
wp due tO ACiU*
, t € announcement war, made to the audi ence, already

(I ,1th h ving to »Mt RO long for the curtnln to rise,

.t ,ro,nce proceeded, wut * r re.cued from complete fieeco

W .bR ,,). Th, roretertoue non-eppeorence of there t.o

’ Mraumed th-1 W th hnd Revered their connection . h

in Durban In December o'

Durb? n perforr ice >

_ «ttended or the
int It wnh poor >v

In the TrefHlgrr Then're . Dirbon who
trt the people o1
irppdy familiar to

1
. . tant were air
n,.e.,,,.., tn in,ten to «orke th

occerp wnfi nlmort w m 1
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b >phe Lot'Um Troupe c¢= ne b; clc to Durban in August 1682
them.

3!

rm o1' ‘rt and Sulliv; nl: Ti e Pirate: oi

Penzance
to Pe" 9V

u
the op- nin,: o1’ Durb n* Theatre Royal on V November

30 Mire Julia Sydney, now or established reputetion In

, IIIPU u te a dramatic ae; aon, and Leigh with Ms

0 . ny j;ollowed in December witn o short operatic

v. 1 .atin:; o wee o >enlnf vith a performance of

(wing iicr .Kin e <« lertrade Caryafort in tne port

e A -In<. nd ', ir. th, .rt of Comt Arnnelm. Others

ere-rod -1th the , e Cr; ny on 22 end 23 December 1682

.ten excerpts from Verll'r 1"JTrnvmn end n T ro z " .

were oerformed*

m Jer.mr, 1 3 Kit.- Ju'Aa S-dney returned to Durban

Theatre Roy,1 for another theatrical eeeeon -hlcn lavte

. . ,rc tue Durban public
was o ing to plac®€ Ol

"'rt- *
1) 17 June 1 19, Pe C). b. v,)tt- 3ee Pe 290
<)i;. 1id adv 'rt.
2) 14 AUK 1 ' P«
, col. 5, advert.
3 Vv 15 Dec. 1 P
. 3, col. % Opera .
4) IL;:. 7.3 Dec. 1 pP*

, O w»The Theatre".
5) 27 Dec. 1762, P¥
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"the neweot CorneuieG 1i,d 0; er;. Boufl’ec thct
ve met with ouocecp in Lon >nt ?nd to continue
in o from ti ne to time v.ithin

some nix or neven
imnthe of their production at

home. " 1)

I, orn: ry they produced, under the musical direction of

r;, Liciiten.tvin, ;overt ° evt nilshed favourites in

.y - j'tin - vita 3ul llv; n*E operetta Cox and Box

:1’; “mteany. Kedv; . ’eoerit ed ae “the most popular

Lvrr 3r >duct 1 in K ti 17. Tuen came I"LJIPgcotte. oy

ran rly ir 1 nil. Thii ) drew 1nr,:e audience.

.m”c.;'1"y It the final performance on 7 April when,

wfortunately, the teel. hts felled end the Theatre wae In

total d nes. :

xM«ee ed t >. n, ite

Wlen Julia Sydney too* ner Company to Iterltzhurg ehe

s.8 joined oy Ule. Helie: do Vallenee wno had a line D)

sre rained -1th the C-any when they returned to Woan
invyy 1 1 to pi y the art of Serpolette INIS S * S1

ie Somevllle by Plan uette. e'r" " ’n1

(X Penzance, which war sev« 14 critic”

t! Bouff » C'f'-' * .
Orsr ou C 44, sdveit.

M- « ” o ke v' ,,The Theatre Royal"-

ILL- 9 Aorll v o Ve ¥ ' I and Oenerel".
a noT* L, J
A April 1T ey ' t
6 "The Theatre Royel -
2 *



eeTue chovut. win- one of the worst that hnv ever

,,» Sydney nttemrit Ini8 (opera) with e chorus of
three?"
jo. Mnmogtte (\udrnn) vau oroduced a,rain in June 1883;
3 jvvart (Ofia.-iTbach) : >r the first time in Natal

m &efY. ith Julit Sydney in the title role.

m.e rat Durl n per ormnce of Gilbert and Sullivan's

nt;e took place In July 1883, only cirht months after

A pir.'t productlior «t tie Savoy Theatre in London

Vo , T It -+ > to have been Mist Sydney’s

r - . .ur »r *.C mt n rit e. So great w

irofiictlor. ,,, ohr- -tl IrmUMI1Ung Drag

,rcortw th, roce, » of r,nfl Joining in the opening
uy s
code -er-tv (2SS SIU S ii. tr «tl»ert »»* AN

A —_——

orr-i ond‘-nt .®» /ert< .1 B
o upivptef o ? Pensrrof
» f. .4 .tun " , ( < * .
eolr. 1. ’°. mlveri.

> M. 4 J-ly L ' C Thentne Royal".

)Noe ' HIIV 1 3. e
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1)
, t0 the list of officials" - a forthright

suggestion
sdd«a

ithout precedent in English theatres where a couple of
no* wi
licemen were on duty 1t the gallery ("gods") to check any

gneeemly conduct.

0n 22 and ‘14 October IH 3 II. M 3. Pinofore (Gilbert and
2j’iivan) was again performed by this Company with the

<--tnnce of amateurs and members of the Durban Philharmonic

ty. Those taking part were: Julia Sydney,
.vlen vallence, Messrs. Otto Siedle, G. Nicholl,
R> Carmichael, R. Raleigh. J. Macdermott. On 12 November

..05 juiia Sydney and her Company gave a repeat performance
v the 3pera Manteaux Noire (Bucaloeel . hllLLtanB (W allace;

, 8 On theboards for aoout a week In December 1083. In the

title role WHB acertain Mrs. Darch of whom it was written:

"It Is doubtful whether another lady in the
iB at leastnatural."” 4

By popular con,art gfitiW.S *«= «neat

production.
OT-cra was reaped at the Theatre Roya!ln January 1884

after the Ghrletmae pantomime »hen nnene.lt . T-r:,rrr8

telanth®* ««, given for Julia Sydney with the nm ear.!, of the
6th Innl,killing Dragoon:- ae the orchestra. In Pe
mv Borc-rer (Gilbert and Sullivan) was given Its eecond
performance aa a "benefit" to Mr. Sylvester, the first
Violinist in M1.. Sydney's or h A t A - NN 1

, 9 "The Theatre Royal"*
1) 27 Sept. 1183, p. " ™1 *

., 1 o. advert.
2) NM 16 Oct. 1 "3, p. eo *

. @ adveri-
5 M. ¢ Nov. 1*3, P 1. - + « []Marnen,, et the Theatre".

4) NM 10 Dec. 1 83, P* r

to 3 4. advert.
5) 22 Jan. 1814, P* 8, co '



,th mniskilling DregoonB eBBleted.
the
ni r j; 11n Sydney went on : tour of South Africa and

to Durb: n in July, "by which time It wee recognised
. . vefll forte w . tne the tre, and that her attempts to
thrt r.ai

operas, though fr Irly successful, wore more in the

n/- rev >ontf to eublic d-M.and. Nevertheless, her

crltlcisn v.' unfrvourr 1 le. It wat said that a
i {a Wynne was the only one whose performance was
psE s M” ttxii Uve critic ' Ided another diaper;

thrust:

"nr course, It le mnown that the company (called
e Comedy Cor”-ny; does not profess to be on opera

com ny".

jaiu Sytoey'e t-. t  «weerve 1» W84 ««e » burleeque
c ic: it»dV. Trpoy lore” whichinn Mege4 ir. July
,T  re: “d Ir 1)V-: 'SI*

In Jar-V".- hd ?. rcry 1888 HIBE Sydney end her Oompnr.y

Or r: Petrui ry when the ever-nonulnr Lee Clochef d;-
Oorr vl1lle(P"! nquette) was performed uxc Bv.-t. ol

Oovem-Tent R llwnyr were ir. Bttendnnce to

(Wnllnee) were performed to '' ros*"V'A" y'-- '-~ A

1 1 "Theatre Royal

1 A ndv” rt.
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1)
.v, tnnlBkilling Dr .'o-me eKeieted.
the e¢tn 1

julie Sydney went on f tour of South Afrlun r.nd

) Durtnnin July, wuy which time it was recognised

rehl forte v t: -the tre, im tin t her attempts to
thr.t
o v>ernc, thow h ft irly cucces ful, were more in the
-ipQ-iUi

f r, .31 .vv,Ulie denand. Nevertheless, her
nP.ture o* ale‘ *u

Ao g pSEitit'lmi o unfw ea-ble. It war raid toil a

a f, ,Le v.ynne w: the only one whose performance was
rew this the critic added another disparaging

tiruct:

Ceveeeeeeesy 1t 11 kmown that the company (called

, oon,”~ C , ’) loer - e« rrofe,. to b. »n OPT.

3, r- te-t weee. 1in 1384 f
cllei "Ill-tre ted II Tr .v: tore" which *mr f-toged in My

"E Tl tol in h VC w »
In j nnnry nnd <> H, ry 1666 Ulei Sydney end her = * cn"

Q. VI February when the ever-oopular » O [0o"SS."L

(P1 unquette) was performed the BRindof the Natal

torn-v1lV, .nr nrrfomcd " in, theexpected et,ge

) Nol. 4 Juth 1 - v’
« N ndvert.

4) >iVi ]'.y # . P-



. -F 0f the Gompnny were: Julia Sydney, Mrs. Darch,
pie nial- ¢

nrnuchton, Mlee Clara Vere, Miaa Eva Clifford,
yedeme Bre

v I_I* Hamhro, W. H Thorne, > S. Craven,

yeeere. L

Thorne. Ashford and Wyhert Kerrhaw. hr. LichtenBtein
¢ ..,nPger and musical director". These performances
W-

) part of Ities Sydney's Durban career. She
closed trie

returned to Durban In 1691.

L,8ttc ventures were tried by other companies In 1666.

Trafalgar Theatre became Known aa the "Vaudeville Theatre”,

-ere In January Manera. Clltherow and Perkins planned e

prelection of Gilbert and Sullivan's H.M,S. Pinafore -1th a

. ;t Of children whose ages ranged from 6 to 17?.

opposition to this "blast-, the lives of children too young

"to'judge for themselves" , ,e mainly from the various

Nonconformist churches nd the Sunday schools organized by

them! Ur. Clltherow replied to these criticisms by

stating that the children

properly cared for.

The Performance of t0°k

7 ?ebruary 1886 with the gifted child actress Ida Brown as

Sir Joseph, and 40 talented Durban children trained by

Ilea Rose Brandram end Ur. Wilfred Lyndon; tie production

hlghiy pra,ed4) But t, a protarts war, renewed and Sou.

Of the children tnklng pnrt 1. the performance

from attending Sunday pchoole

r. enl 7 "The Vaudeville
4) NJA. 12 Feb. 1»Ob, p. =« "

29

5 M . 12 Feb. 1886, p. 3. co1 * 6’ ,,Chlldren " A









Ai other children’ opera cdverii:.ed no the '"Childrenl

pir;'tec o' Penzance", v -v- on 7 Aar j 18f5 the
y.-Seville The; tve under tue x n.ic of Mrs. Bournel8
,,.prry com-ie ting of Iliac .illii ton, Hi;v Graven,

. the :rui ici'.l irector, nd the children wer trainee ;.'

3 Ted Lvn- on. J. Perguron irown organize n="V

tert.vini -'Tit; it ti e derct Hrll in a product o W.ani
th 40 children on R July rnd at the Theatre oy. ¢
09 August when 5 children took part in n productioi

f .ie oper

Operatic ctivi tie. v- ve recured i* the Theatre xo-

Ju>y hen th- e+ -ler Conedy Oor.rpany, joined by Mrs. Da

Burter, t.xe nfitic .1 eonUe open, SUl'iSLSmak.

. E St.. .. 1y rd Solomon; toe. ;.d,e Rose.gf
AuV r 1ff* * me
J. Apgueor Bri or*nUed the flret am,tour drsmattc

end ooerrtle ecetety W ed the Derhan Ameteur OoewUo

Me, ,,, H. P. r,,e r. AL Veee Uy thP » of "Kok°")”’
,rrle (double-breo); *1
tort.
Per u m rown com ncttn(: t.t the = J-mm-mmmm———

%0 Jul - 1 I"

1 col. T, advert.
3) 6 July *oOx
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Vier? ¥Pr‘ijv well received nd were -noour ed by lively

¢ in the 1In in of the vhor u v On 27 :nd 28 December

-0P  the Durbf.n Xmrxteur Onerr Club (an this Society was

pUed ft thet time) eve twj let. Bucceeeful perfomancee

p sinccj T)to oy dill 'rt 5-id Clay in the Theatre Royal

oI ,irect: n of erguron drown. Those who took part
P rB. |\, Hr.we, , !I. 2. Greer, T. P. Letchforc,
.t n e irus nd orehe; tra of over 50.

¢, % Society pro need T .e tiikndo on 8 Janusry 16 v vri'h

. T ino arc ucrd the two operettas
Ct u. P

p.lnc, "e tne art' tA ) nd ZUN NS . 1”7 th

Or 7 jun. 1887. only -U * «., the ftret “ndo,.

...rTOoT i 30CI-, '"wvev,«t » , cl imed to le the

,, ,re In the Th-'ftre Roy 1. T, « foUoelng were 1» the

CRV*

,f to, evenlnr the new oRerett. woe e« I—

| . . aontc- oletl-ig the Idee of faming

''n opern nd OoP”P" b )’1<

1) 11 "'apt :

2) * # 4 D«'C. 1 -8 1’ P* 3'
3 107 1 I Vhope
" 9 June IP 17, P* 3"

& June v o7, P

3) -7, p. .

j June



,v Tjjtbun  md /tvit.v.ar/; out instead of seeing this new

ture through ie £opean to hrve e.isociBtod himself with

S. A SIton, v o vi; lted Durl an nt the end of June

«i-hi i*h Lnt nti n o ic “ning the Theatre open regularly

" th Of-r ,0-+ 'y, Drnr: nnc Pantomime,
interpret d by th, b<;t artists in South Africa
aid ev-.-ry pi:y will be atoy-d in the most
.0 late nd officiant manner"

p< L. y>t . I. T %er. M . J ne 1"-ch. n -nd

Kr A- siton in tia cast. One opinion expressed at the

V, t -vit*ieri > :icee wore weaker than those of
juli sydn.'y'a Coi r r.no jr: iced the Bane operetta five

rg -t DV.or W Plimuotte'e Ms 3.1.)Chc6_ de

Csr..evlil . Itli Ml s S'r eiile (nr ’endin’ In 71).

It-, , .,er X v 1! in July Mb- t Ua same Company

, .r,"1 Gilbert nd Sll'lven'e f. * P&S&H

er cent airnculti o. had to be transform into «

1) 3., 11 J n. 18 8. p. 3, "
" " , 4 "The Theatre Royal".
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in the cast were: Miss Amy Fenton, MiBE Blanche Fenton,

Vernon Reed, Mr. Paul D'Arcy, Mr. Henry Harper,

Vue Carrie Nelson, Mr. W. H Thorne, Mr. H. Douglas,

yr. Kenealy and Mr. C. Stephen. They performed La Fille de

Medar  AniLO-l- (Lecocqj, II Trovatpre (Verdi) - to ”a large and

'h ritable audiencel - La Mu; iptte (Audrnn) - perhaps the

>e.it production of the tour - Satanella (Balfe), and Bobodil.

by Senrvlle himself, and received

3)
on the nights of '3 and 30 July.

"with acclamation"

An extraordinary surfeit of opera was being provided in

Durban t this tim?*. During July the 31lton Company, which

, considered to be superior in performance to Searelle'a,

6t«gei at the Thentr.' Royal The Grand 1 ich.S6jafJ}er,18t,1&

(Offenbach), Lea Olochea. ie Comevl Ue. (Planquette), and

Trial by Jurji (Gilbert and Sullivan); and In augurt A

Throughout tug,at 18B9 the Searelle Comnany continues their

season in the Phllh, monlc Han »lth mrella (another of

Searellel! om, conpoeltlona which vac first performed in

Manchester In May 1883'. - repeat p.rfomance of his EsM U -

(Wallace,
:d Tthlrd of searelle.. operas entitled
Se Oomevme (Plamuette) and Ifi P"rJchqle vOf
complet;," "their ettenalve repertoire, after which they

vlalted Marltiburg” When the 3¢ a r e I I ~ ~ 7~

s 3,
1) RM. 16 July 1668, p. 3. ©°

col. 5,

1.
3) N.M 30 July 1666, p. 3, ©° 6,
A) N.M. 2 Aug 1888, p. 3, col. 3’
1. 3,
») N.A. 9 Aug. 1888, p. 3, °°

, cola 3,
N‘M 25 Aug. 1686, P* 3'
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A ,n Pt the en> of 3- tember Bfter the Elton Opera Company

. colicluded their rearon, they were fortunate in securing

Theatre loyal where th.-y repented the whole series of

7 e next tix r ah . w
2) :
Durban. Ti - Elton Onen

i hrrr » period for entertainment

Compn'.y suffered a process of

cr.emi-erment during the iunth, if November and December 1888

co ..ay in Nov her and eventually returned to Durban

, .fe , re- olned the Dir. A nteur Operatic Club, together

,1th Lie. LUlan 31 .bri ae and hr. R. V. 3. Gregg. T:ns

0T u mrer.Mw. 1 Mlbert nc. 3ulllv«n'y The Klkt.”» the

Th.atre Rv.-rI ,n 13 Other erttet. who took pert

%
ot T'.. tuxedo (01 ert and S-.1Uvan), selectlona from

I"enoxjiolro (Buoaloe D rnd L*Oioche”do OornevUle

(Plan -uett..)! In JoV EUM (Ohaanalgn.) ««e “Iven -our
per.or nee, v tH - >r h -tra of 16 nr'era condnoted V
[
and mo
Vro:n the
am "'If

5) N.IL;. 27 July .V vJe
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nllf;, Edgar Perlins Oper? Ooi;ioany, v/ho had been performing
j.y-nne; burr and Pr< boria, opened their aearon at the

tv Roy 1 on :6 October 1. 1. With a nanber of

uewconli%f?’i fr m E lend and several who had been membere of the

t Surrlie O m ny it .a: t:.e Inr :ect opert con, iany ever

, T LiUm Cure*, Mi; Kin 1 Rayner, .ra Harriet
,. r1# Qy, * D> inm P->t n, H Leighton,

I. , J. Phi: 11, S. h rcirt, Frank Wheeler,

r r i1 - .. 1r 1 = : fiJia (0!»,vv,lgne), telStia.
(OeUlr). r.-X S..IU-SJ*SJ£2& VOUt.pt ,nd SulMypn),

Zig i V>n n- 9 Vivnn). ELUSBB& (anbert find

one Uf tf, 1, ing , OP— A ¥y kMe

e:,eO: ,n, n.v .t to Port Klifecsbceth

giving CI, > ,

A who olbo mbecame

: 1 b ' * )6ler onera Com'any which
rrarical director of the j ~ " ' "

P. 8. COlL -



visited Duvban in May 1H9C. One member of thia letter

Company was the much-preiced herttone, George Verdi.

Oti<*ra in the Company were !5r. Verdi'a wife( Emelie Melville)

j/iPt- Stanbridge, Mlaa Harriet Wood (Mre. Wheeler),
yr Vernon Reed, Mr. Truro and Mr. Phillip. They performed

v-oilace'e Mari tarn, now familiar in every line to Durban

ern-goerr, Doctor c¢cf Alcantara (a Span!eh comic opera with

ibretto by B. B. Wolf and mueic by Juliua Eichberg),

The Bohemian.Girl (Balfe) and Fauat (Gounod).

A fter an open rent on In Varitzburg the Perkina Opera

Company rtarted their second Durban aeeaon at the Theatre

royal on CO October V 9/ with the following members:

Mir Adn Remlater, Miee Fanny Brock, Miae FAanche Pipley,

Mlef Carrie TTelaon, Miee Harwood, Miee St. Clive,

Meat re. R. Oil ling, Wilfred Esmond, R. V. S. Oregg,

W. H. Thorne. ?. Roy, J. Dennis Coyne, Fred. Coyne, an

orehei tre end « Chorut. Th. conductor .re Ur. Aide Volloncr

at the pl.ro/1'" Th, Ir e.rli.r repertoire however.

(Solomon). « «

S r 2 (3
mn.h i.tro .« »=me»n« ' *

:b T = = 2 — r
P- 6'- 6 .The Wen In the Moon".
2) M . IV »'» 1890'" P- ' Y' .“eetre RoyelV
5) M . 6 June 1890. P- co AN

Royfll«.
4y ™M - 10 Jun” 18 ~°

g (52)i- y .The Opera Seaton".

6) a”A. 6 Nov. 18W. P- ' .The Opera Seaoon".

61 N. A 27 Oct. IB"."L I'"
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perform et the Theatre Royal or In other Luitahle Halls.

Ir spite of Ferguson Brown's several musical commitments the

Durban Amateur Opera Club performed on the Berea and in Town.
Dn 10 February 1891 Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by Jury was
ijj.-ed under hie direction at the Berea Hall with the
following singers: Miss Bessie Cottam, Mist. Fenwick,
vesorr. A. Hawes, Fred. Young, George Holland and Herbert
Mneon. They performed Gilbert and Sulllvan's The
Gondoliers at the Theatre Royal on 6 May 1891 with the
following cast: Vr. T. F. Letchford, Mies Robinson,
yr. Wallis Short, Miss Alexander, Mr. Hill, Mr. F. Young,
oI . A. Hawes. Mr. E. Lowe, Mr. B. Steeley, Mr. H Robinson,
Mr. W. D. Hunter, Miss Kathleen Cooley and Miss Powys.

Th» next professional company to reach Durban was the
Standard Opera and Burlesque Company which was formed in
England fy Hr. A. Bonnnucl. With 2? member, they virlted
Wrben In 1691 en route for Johenrerburg -here they were doe
to pley in the new Stenderd Theatre. They opened their
Durban ...eon at the Theatre Royal on 12 September. Among
the Ungers were, the soprano His, Agnes Delarorte (described
er , .prims donna"). Hr. Grant Fallo.es (an Awustralian tenor

who had distinguished hlra.lt as s student at the Ro.vsl

Academy of Hu.lO In London, and Hiss Annie Leaf (an American

mu, Iclan of distinction ... C h arle *

;»Muric and Drams".

1) M . « Feb. 1621. P. -] ~ 7 teateurB In comic
2) N.H. 7 May 1891, P- (O

T n ' sss51. p. 4. COIS. 3,4. e*Honamlcfsopera
°4 1:-17 1691. p. in 1:

IUA. 21 Aug. 1891. P

cit. passim.
Notes . , pan Godfrey,



mi icel director. The Standard Opera Company introduced

very popular comic operettas to Durban: the English
1 !

1)
version by P.

C. Burnand of the opera La Cignle et La Fouml

cjmpoeed by Audran, and The Old Guard by Planquette.
Another amateur company was formed in Durban in 1891

woe advertised to play at the Theatre Royal for four

rerformancee from 31 October to 3 November. They called

“enselree the "Ladles Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society",

v/\ were directed by Francin Crane, who formed the Society;

this belnt the fifth time that he had organized an all-female

company In South Africa. Ai the name Implied the Society

Intended producing plays and operettas. On -1 October they
performed the operetta Uy New Vnld by Lecoci with the
following company: Ml.ree Rldgway. Rueaell, E. Hunter.

Alexander, E. Smith, L. Hurchle, E. 3. Hurchle, Bulkley,

Hulaton, A. Smith and Pono. The orchestral players were:

Mre. Orant. Misses Welch, B. Orant, Hunter. J. Orant,

g. orant. Dacomb anf Cochrane. The criticism of their

fir t effort wae not at all encouraging; and although

ostensibly they were trying to raise money for the library

of the Choral Onion, their efforts In a good cause did not

sp . ¢ the newspaper reporter of the Hatsl® Kercurj who wrote:

the freedom of piofeif

but to this mildly offensive judgment n » h o se " f1T L

"h wversion It was always referred to as
1) In the Engl
La Cignlo.
8) N.L 14 Sept. Ufjl- P- |; [0\\ [I] ~standard Opera Company"



reference to the "nervoueneBi" of the performers and their

ppnarent conFcloueneee of the fact that "they were well-known

to moet of the audience".

By way of reprisals for this unfavourable criticism

tir. Crnnc distributed a number of leaflets on which were

printed the words: "Do not heed the unscrupulous and

prejudiced reports of the newspapers". A few days later it

k

: known that Herr Eberleln was also interested in the new

sirtety, rnd-accordlng to hie own statement - hid exacted a

promise from Sir John Robinson of the Nntal Merc iry. that

"no unfair criticism would appear in the paper". After

tVe foregoing report had ap eared in the Natal Mercury,

3 November 1891 both Crane and Eberleln were seen waiting in

the neighbourhood of Mercury Lane "nrmed elth a written

apology and a horeewhlp". When It waa suspected that their

intention war to visit Sir John Robinson and the Editor

«r. ¢. Woodhead to lay before them the "dire alternative of

either signing an analogy or meekly submitting themselves to

the exhilarating Influence of the horsewhip" the

Superintendent of Police, R. C. Alexander, was sunned to

lame a warning In the name of the Law, and as far as Is

known no unplesspnt li.cid”nt occur

t 3 Nov. 1891, p. 5» col. 1, L~
1) N.M. “upplrgjn-t !

Ametenrs in opcrn i, "AngiV *ith the Crxticn"

&A. 10 Nov. W 1, p" ~ "' ' Ath the Cltice".

3) TLA. 7 Nov. 1891, P- O
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which were almost invariably justified on the grounds that
ihe public had a right to know for what standard of

performance they had been asked to pay. Through the press
e Elton Company of 1888 suffered several rebukes to their

-mgere, orchestral plnyers, and to the management itself.

Of one of the singers, Mr. R. V. 3. Gregg, it was written

that

“he had become convinced of the unwisdom of
hoarding up all the resources of throat, chest
and shoulders for one stupendous shout". 1)

The weakness of orchestral playing was for ever the subject
of caustic comment. We reed in one report that

"as regards the orchestra it did its work well
and could have done it better if some kind providence

orchestra
inexplicable".

aoraetlnoa the nanagenent was a- fault fir not provia »

irogra-x.er,- or for allowing rowdytam and hoollganiar to
prewall, especially on e Saturday night when the "roughs'
in the gal'ery were In the habit of demanding too many
encores. Yet despite criticism both profusions! and
amateur opera companies prospered; the single exception
being the "Ladles Amateur Operatic and Dramatic ~ ‘ety

of whose activities nothing more was hea 1 aner”therr

J N.A. 2 July 1388, ?e ’ "
” 3, "Theatre Royal .

) M . " 7 w B’ »e *e :0;;; eihewtre
*» n.A. 20 July 1888, p. .
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if-conrcious debut In the Theatre Royal.

Fefore the arrival of the Sandiford Opera Company

<rtfre were two amall peratic ventures in Durban. In 1891

very popular operetta called Cun* and Saucere by

p.-f¢ GroBamith was performed in the Theatre Royal on 30 Ma",

» Mr. and Mrs. Eric Ward, two recent arrivals from England.

Tvey repeated the performance in October as a "drawing-room

rtBinmenV' in the Berea Hall. Of more interest to the

le of Durban was the return of Julia Sydney with her

husband, Captain de Burgh, in November 1691 when they

ftaged e programme of drama and opera at the Theatre Royal.

The operetta choten f the occasion was Le Mascotle (Audrun)

Of which the firit act cnly was performed under the direction
5)
of Ferguson Brown.

The Sandiford Opera Company arrived in Durban in
n,c« Ver 1691 ai.fi performed at the Theatre Royal with the

following n-.er.—ere: Mlee Lilian Stnnhrifige. Mae Katie Herbert.

me,; warturton. Mlee % lly Reeve. Mlee Ella Olefiwyn.
Klee C. ve-n Senton, Mr. Vernon Relfi. Mr. R. V. S. Oregg,

r. Harry Miller, Mr. Fred Coyne end Mr. J.

Douglee.
The orcheetr. wee conducted by Mr. Henry Burton. Their
Borotl.v (Collier). A tP18m'Ue

[e. Fllle do M "~ A nA-4t (Lecoc) and

(Gilbert and Sul Ilvan).

--------------- 1 7 "Saturday'p
1) N.M. 1 June 1691, P« 00 *

o col H, advert.
2) ML. 16 Oct. 18*1' r- ' .R.tum of Mlee Julia

3) N.M. 14 Nov. 1691, P* C'

by mayT. "Theatre Royal"e

4) NM. 7 Dec. 1691, P- 3*
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Pnd commenced another aenfion at the Theatre Royal from

03 January with Maritana (Wallace), La Fille de Madame Annot
(Lecocq), La Maacptte (Audran), Lep Cloches de Corneville
(planquette) and The Bohemian Girl (Balfe).

Meanwhile the Stanuard Opera Company had collapsed in

Johannesburg when their contract was sud enly terminated a

N
,7d or two before the date of expiration. Two of the
members, Grant Pall owes and Walter Browne, formed their own

"Standard Operetta Company'* and opened a season at the

Th-atre Royal In Durban on :3 .orch 1392. They produced

the following Olerettav : Pnul Jonee ~Planquette), Tne OIld
aun!-: (Plfln,iuet‘-), HI:' Winkl* (Planquette), M<,rlt«ne_
(Wallace). Pai:t (Oounjd) nd La. n>gCjl (Audren). The
muetaal directors were Alois Volloner (originally from the

,, Brown. A performance

of Walter Browne's own operetta In Poareaalon took place at

the Theatre Royal on 8 April with Uiee Cheron In the leading
4)
rMe.

aoon dissolved and re-grouped themselves under another name

,f the re. operatic partnerships that could coast o.

a long
acted together for 18 years. wen,"leve Ward was the
favourite operatic star In Australia In
1) N.M. 22 Jan. 1393, P- ool" 6’

) vV nit. D. 58.
2) Sir Dsn Godfrey, 2Zi—-—-
3) 26 Mar. 1392 Pp- ~ Operetta

4) N*A. 9 April 1892. p. 3. col. .
3omunnv,t.



the Theatre Royal in July 18 2.

The Durban Amateur Oper tic Glut, under their conductor

pevguaon Brown showed some igns of becoming a permanent

musical organization. In December 1892 their production

thp Mountebanku (Gilbert and Collier) ran for six nights at

the Theatre Royal with 70 performers. The cast included

8Q sorah Alexander, Mios Flossie Fleldwlck, Mias Nellie

Edwards, Mioa 8the! Smith, Mr. Aspinnll, Mr. E. Lov 3,

Mr. Letchford, Mr. van Campon, Mr. Clemmene, Mr. Gilbert Lay.

Their second production, Lea Cloches de Cornevllle, (Planquette),

took place in July 1093 with about 50 performers, Including

Mies Leonora Shepherd, Miss Winter, Mies Cottam, Miss E. Parker,

Kiss E. Hodge. Mrs. Lagerwall, Mr. F. Young, Mr.

3)
and Mr. S. Jolly.

Percy Rhys

On i Awuguat 1893 the Lyric Opera Company, formed in

Sov-’'mher 1892 under the management of Messrs. Bonamlcl and

Perxins. opened a t.o .sets' season in the Theatre Royal .ith

40 members. The star perfomer and singer .as Miss Leonora

Braham from the Savoy Theatre in London. Other .ell-known

personalities in the Company .ere Messrs. R. V. S. Oregg.

H. Thome and Fred. Coyne. Charles Hob, .as the conductor.

Their repertoire Included L ~ U 1 (A»dr«n).
(Audran), Lorothy (Celller). (Js™o.sx1).

huard (Planquette) > T he U IL o fJ U 1~ (Benedict).

nitol lcr.P.
lolnnthf. The Mikado nnd

fi. ,The Ward-Vcrnon Company".

1) M .2 duly 1892. P- ®' ; S ~ITM Mah In the Moon".

2) 26 November 1892. P- . Operr".

3) N*M. 14 July 1893.P- A 3’

* c¢ol. 2, advert.
4) N.M. 26 July 1893,P« *



Ateur opera came into it? own again in 1894 when Charles

Hoty like Francis Crane and Ferguson Brown before him,

organized amateur productions in Durban. in April he jc ned

c in a production by 50 amateurs of the opera ErmJ xe

(jflkobowaki) in the Theatre Royal. In September Charles

H by conducted n performance of The OIld Junrd (Planquette)

Mth 50 amateurs. The "full orchestra" included some

b -hly proficient Durban string players: Messrs. M Ferranti,

S. Sander, E. Jackson, and the very able amateur flar.tlet

yr. F. C. Hollander! Hoby himself orchestrated the whole

opera and composed music for the opening chorus, all
3)

danc 3 and two rongs.

the

InApril of the same year Ferguson Brown leased the

Theatre Royal for performance* of The Nautch ,0irl ( -eo.v.e

Dana and Edward Solomon)'! He too had a company of 50

performers. This company also staged Olivette (Audran) In

June, with the e.elttance of mas Or.ce Catton. a soprano

- HIJ” -jm fore

was performed with some success in Varltshurg hy a company of

. 5,.,n in duly 1,>1 with 1,. A H. Bay.

the rough Orgnnlst of Karltzburg. Ur- Dry '17° "ir

1) M . 39 March 1009,.

H 2, advert.
,The ow Quard".

"/ IU* 7 Sfipt* ~ 4" -7 «The Old Ouerd".

> M o2 .«n

4) Ml1- 94 ril 1 P'ﬁ COls =t ..Olivette'l.
5 N.M. 9 July 1894, P- 1’
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1)
the leading parts.

As opera was not yet fully emancipated from concert-hall

entertainment8 operatic excerpts were still Included in

..m'l programmes. When Madame Marie Stefani (soprano)

in Durban in December 1894 she performed operatic scenes

nin costume".

Mad acenea were popular In Victorian times,

medal favourite being the Mad Scene from Donizetti's

ni,rH T.nda dl hanmermoor, which Marie Stefani sang in full

f.age costume in the Theatre Roya? on 18 December.

By the year 1895 opera as an amateur enterprise was a

'Mgu\nr feature of Durban'e theatrical life. At the Theatre

al on 29 June Frrguaon Brown directed Ollrette (Audran;

,1th 50 amateur, and the alnger Grace Catton. Other? In the

eaet ware Winnie Wayland. Kesare. A. Haw. Do-e,

,nin Campan. Gilbert Day. Young and Shearing. In July the *

seme lompany perfomed ”~ a.norhea de CornevlUe (Planouett.).

Profeecalonal opera coapanla. were atlll vlaltlng Durban,

in member 1895 A. Bonamlcl’a Bngllab Comedy company under

the direction of Mr. Charles Arnold per.ormeu

comedy Han”"oatm an (Clay and Gre-ne). In -ch

Signor Renzo Rotondo. the cell lat. who had pi V

orchestra when Humperdinck's opera

Steele, Miss Cheron er.

Idren't 'Pinafore'*.

1) N.M. 13 July 1894. p. .

Mlae Stefani a Cone . A ,aTert.

3) M- «5 Jme 18Ji” P' ° , ¢ "Theatre Royal".

4y ™M . 8 July 1895. P- 3. ' " BATert.

5) N.M. 22 Now. 1895. P*



1)
Opere In the Theatre Royal. However, the teak wbb too

nM t10U6, and it woe Bé&id that Mr. Avon Saxon wne the only

Pirger really at enee in hie part.

Another vieiting company waa Madame Amy Sherwir'b

,v,inth Operatic Company which came to Durban in September

, V They per’ rmed portions of Martha (Flotow), CavalleriR

yxtlcann (Mnce. gni), It Trovatorv (Verdi) nnd MnrlUtra *

(WnlUce) using n Stelnwi sr Ornnd In lieu of nn orchectrn.

For five nights In February 1697 the visiting operatic

start of Drury Lane nnd Covent Garden (brought to South

Africa by Luncomte Sear lie) performed excerpt: Tom opera:

in the Theatre Royal. The singers were Kiss Fanny Moody

(soprano). Mist Ira Balfour (mes.zo-soprano). John Chile

(tenor), Will lam. Dever (baritone) and Char.es tanners

With them wae the f"ouB fleutiet, Jo>m RnacUfT. For

nrst time In Durban Gounod's opera P h U

e AN n ANAN

performed. They also pre,anted scene: from Gounod': M S 1

and Wallace's ynrltr.no. and a complete performance o

Searelle's tragic opera. Th K Isi«jf Clrce-

1

whf only too evident

[
three minute: and O >
importent solo

1) 12 March n>9"- r' ,Theatre Royal".
«) w . - - h we ., ; flvert.

S) M - ~ Sept. 16'-".. P' 'oA 2  eaTert.

4) M . 17 Feb. 1 P-

,,Mody Manners company"
0) -Mi. 26 Feb. W 7, p. 4, CO -
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relle’B The KlIBsep, of Circe wae described, as:

"M curious compound of crude cleverness and
monotonous musical drivel" 1)

A, other Seerelle operas performed In May 1899 were
"missed with similar contempt. His operatic comedy
Vrtlirv  or The Hidden denius was performed under the baton

if composer, and the performance was described as

"simply a mu: lc 1 melange nnf that not of a

On, of- the (>» operettfif. written hy e Curhwn corapoBer

nanghter of Mori # r The V*upteer 01"=

» one.«ct mueicnl f-ree entitled nr the Edltorlel

Mr. Joseph Aaehnen and Vr. e« wubn

In 1097 Per,neon Brown end Charles hohj tome

Orece Catton. AUce Binoteed, W. «. Thorne.
Uarahaneap. 7. ope,, eeeceon. w'.lch
j. Ralston and J. — —-- " A

___________ .7 "Moody Manners Company

6 "Theatre Royal Irallna- .

8 M . 26 tiny I"'.". A% (.avert.

S) M- le Mrch liyl7> P- 4> "~ "Thestro Royal".
41 14 June 1897. P. 5- C° "
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x rtec three weeks, this Company performed The OIld Guard

(plpnouette) and Falka (Chtissplgne) w'th Alice Scrivener,

G'pdVP Carlyle, Grace Catton, Maude Marshallspy, Laura

S re Crierie van Santon, 5imia Catton, W. H. Thorne,

T~ - victor, H. B. Binstend, B. W Bellantlne, H Brooks

., CoX rnd J. Ralston. An unusual and successful

e Prinent tried by the Jubilee Operatic Company' was the open-

nlr performance of the opera Falks (Chaeralgne) on the Lord’s

Cricket Ground before vr audience of 900.

The London Opera Company of 43 artiste under Ernest

Sesrelle arrived in Durban from the Cape in September 189".

Their repertoire included Dorothy. (Cellier), Lajtascptte

(Audrnn), (H-ngn.tt.), MEEltiBS.
(Wall.ce). ~ 5 B2h;nlBL O in "nd

4;
(Lecocn).

in 1b99 n profnBC’lonal juvenile opera company

Auetralle. Pol »rd', LI1Ulputlen Open, Compery, toured South

Aence .1th 17 Blrle end 8 hoyn .hone ngee renged from to

U.rd-. own children. T

\' T rrlnr»rp Pf *reMzQ—1

well patronized by the

o) "Theotre Royal".

M - 23 JUne If""’ r' 'V '.i.'6.""Theatre Royal".

M- 3 July v'm" ! A~ n . a'FalKa' at Lord's".
19Juiy 1H97. p. 3.<2; 6;  6dverti

N.M. 18 Sept. 1«'" . W ' .Lilliputian Pantomime".

« , ,, .Ten. 1898, P- Cc°Vv
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dun finders in the leading parts would give it a semblance
f peliity; for, as one critic observed,
itQ tiny dot of nine summers prattled of love

md eternal devotion af if to the manner born, and

ap though she were a fully-fledged Juliet". 1)
On their second visit in June-July 1899 the Lilliputians
ntreduced to Durban some of the operettas which are still
performed occasionally: The del6to (Sidney Jones),

» cetetv Qin (Edasrdee) and The Belle ol' Kex Tfprk (Keraer;.
It was said that the Lilliputian Opera Company had
.reater success In South Africa than anywhere else in the
.orldl Hv March 1898 they had played in Durban for 19
nights and for two matinee performances from which their

takings were over £2,000. Audiences became wild end even

dangerous In their excitement:

the face." 4)

lh

for

) N.A. 7 March 1°

omoany ". fMuBical and Dramatic
 MA. 13 Oct. 1898, P- Co
fotenTT ,iThe LIIli?utlfm Opern

) >i.A. 28 March 1H-)31 D*
Jompany". ,The LilliPut,Inn Opera

I) N~. 21 March 1898, p. =« 00 * "
InmiMnv.



In the lart year of the century another company of

children, Hol1’B Awustralian Juveniles, visited Durban and

--rformed two Gilbert and Sulllran operettas,Patience and

OondollerjB ,on 15 June. There were 32 children trained

v. yrn. Landeshut (Mias Pollard) In the new company which

dy Pollard's LIlllputl, na under new management.

Pollard had taken hio entire company back to Awustralia where

Haii oe stagesmanager joir id with Mrs. Landeshut in

re-engaging the most promising children of Pollard's company

for ano'.her South African tour. They ylsited Durtan for two

At leant 13

-hilclren had established reputations as operatic stars In

Durban! Sv Deo-iber 1900 the Hall's Juveniles had toured

South Africa, In spite of the dangers of ear. Again their

successes -ere phenomenal, and the total profits” the

On 31 July W i an gngllsh Opera Company, the Arthur

leading singers, opened their season In the Theatre Roya”

"Musical and Dramatic
3) N.A. 24 March n< '’

Notrf

3) f.,% VI June f d the IdPA Of a

1P7R. (MA. 13 B¢l 1890, % ow 8
Nlottes1'D)

Boers -ere advancing on
4) They .ere ™ Kimberley
the Orange River. nMuBic and the Drama".
col* =1
5) N*A. 9 July P ,MUB1C and the Drama".

6) N.A. 19 Aug. 3" Col’
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Dari)an some of the well-known operas: Faust (Gounod),

Mitana (Wallace), The Daughter Of the Regiment (Donizetti),

H Trovatore (Verdi), The Bohemian Girl (Balfe), Gavallerla

Hu ticana (Mascagni) and several others that received their

,y4pvt Durban performance: I Paglinccl (Leoncavallo),

M Lanmemo.or (Donizetti), Tannh&utier (Wagner) and

‘na L-ly, of Killarney (Benedict). I Pagllqcpl, (Leoncavallo/

e piv.n It.- first complete Durban performance on

i' \uguot 1H99. Tanr\ham ar (Wagner) was first periormed

in Durban on IB Awugust. The orchestra was quite Inadequate

for the requirements of the opera: it was a large one for

Durban but had only two first violins and no trombones at all.

Nevertheless, the performance received high praise, and the

Company continued to enjoy Imenee popularity during their
*z
few weeks' season in Durban.

A world famour operatic star vlelted Durban In 1899:

the Prench-Cenadlan aoprano Madame Albanl. She g-w

The first and last ,t. of the opera were perfonaed as part

4)
ook g » * 7
*1 Pagllaccl". A |;0l 7  eThe opera".
8 M - 19 *«e 1" " ‘'m vy uadame Albanl".
2.9 ii . "i co
S) ~N~. 11 April I-E.Q- P

aAlbanl Concert".

4) tM1Ufi en
1911) P-
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r performance of Gilbert and Sullivan's The Mikado for
p.ind Relief Fund. The musical forces were considerable:
chorus of 40, and an orchestra of 25. In May 1900
cy,y,iaon Brown conducted a "Grand Costume Concert" of
, )rut,6B, scenes, songs from The Mikado, (Gilbert and Sullivan)
nnd The Geisha (Jones). His third operatic concert in the
H 11 during the War years was Gilbert and Sullivan's
A by jury; in the second part of the concert he

.,ted n selection of .'ongs and choruses from the most

vrular of the operettas which Included The Qondpllera
;ind 3ulllT«n) > W Cloche, d, Com.vU” (Planquett.)

and Tha Sorc.r.-r (OlVbert and Sullivan).

ool< 71 "The Mikado".

M- 30 Oct' 1,,W" P* " ?  .(oet')me Concert".
M. 1*w 1900, p. 4. QO . . by Jury,,.



CHAPTER I'TTIRTBBN

A TASVE |'QH MUSIC FROM THE OPERAS

1881 - 1900.

The oparaa and operettae that were produced in Durban

",tween 1381 and 1900 do not by themtelver account for the

*reat popular1ty of operatic muaic which is so evident in

these years. Produced in quick succession and therefore

with insufficient rehearsal operatic productions were us lly

makeshift affairs which merely gave pome dramatic context

to the various arias, duets and choruses *het were sung and

rememlered for their tun-:ulnees. Moreover, nearly every

opera company was also a dramatic company concerned as much

with the production of -lays as with operas. In thin

latter undertaking they nare more successful with the light

French and Sng'loh operet.,6 than with attempts to give

a W e performances of the more celebrated operea; If only

-or the reason that moot of the operettas were well within

the musical and dramatic capabilities of the amateurs who

usually formed the bulk of the company.

m the absence of an opera house Durban relied on the

visits of distinguished singer, for better acquaintance with

the more celebrated operatic arias. During the lost 20 years

of the nineteenth century a succession of singers some o

them world-famous, visited Durban and sang the wel*- no”

arias from the great A gAaA~aaAanr teachers of

Boon became the hnll-m‘

least one in a concert Durban favourite for a

Verdi *s i1JVTrovatoXS. h 1# n0« B placld.»

The soprano nriFl

number of years. ,art. sister of the better-

from this opera was sung



GHAPT>R THIRTESK

A TASTE FOR MUSIC PROM THE OPERAS

1881 - 1900.

The or>erne and operettPB thnt were produced in Durban

between 1381 and 1900 do not by themselves account for the

.pe3t popularity of operatic music which is so evident in

these years. Produced in quick succession and therefore

with insufficient rehearsal operatic productions were usually

makeshift nffairs which merely gave some dramatic context

to the various arias, duets and choruses that were sung and

remembered for their tune fulness. Moreover, nearly every

opera company was also a dramatic company concerned as much

with the production of plays as with operas. In this

letter undertaking they were more successful with tne light

French and Sn.illsh operettas than with attempts to give

edermte perform,ncea of the more celebrated operas; if only

for the reason that lost of the operettas were well within

the musical and dramatic capabilities of the amateurs wh,

usually -ormed the bulk of the comoony.

in the absence of an oners house Durban relied on the

visits of distinguished Ingers for better acualntance with

the more celebrated operatic arias. During the last SO years

them world-famous, visited Durban and sang the weU-knewn

sriss from the great minme--nth ' "~ ging.teachers of

srias which attract audie: J operatle aruas and

established reputation hda ~ Include at

soon became the hrll-ma m=m

number of years. »e. 818ter of ... better

vy Cnrrie
from v opera was 1" s
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I 2)
Known Alice Hart, in 1882; by Amy Fenton in 1890, and the

vislting Scottish operatic soprano Margaret Maclntyre
3)
1894.

in

Otto Siedle did not sing professionally but had a very

,>lne baritone voice and great musicianship. His acquaintance

with opera aid music generally was considerable. Mozart's

or-erae were special favourites of his, and he used to sing

v,e of the arias from hese operas with the Durban

ohilhnrmonic Society soon after its formation. He sang the

*rta "Qul adegni" and the "Prayer to leie" both from The Magic

Flute; and "Hon plh andrai" from Le Hoz/e dl Figaro (which

was also sung by
4)

in 1895. Siedle'e other favourites were "The Torreadoi

the visiting English baritone Norman Salmond

9

S

Song" from Bizet's Carmen, and Silva's aria "Infelice, e tu

crederi" from Verdi's Ernanl,.

From Rossini's TH Imz.'s Ladra comes the soprano aria

placer** which wae aunf by Uadame Broughton in 1885.

The celebrated "Lar, o al factotum della elttil" from

n n.rh,ere dl Slwlglla (Roaalni) was aung by the

accompliabed amateur Wallte Short In 1888. From the aame

opera cornea -Una voce poce fa" which war first sung by

Kra. AtKIn.cn In * then In 1890 by Miss Fraser, who also

sang "0 luce dl' quest’ anlma" from Donizetti's LindnjU

8) this latter aria being one of those
Chamounix In 1891;

"MiPB Hnrt's Concert

%, % . -m
DM oLo=0 o0 oy »e < L. w
8 M . 9 Aug 1894. P. . . s iwr Normra salmond*.
4) N.M. 26 June 1095, P-IS*
Concert". I e advert.
5) &M. 13 May 1886. P- A A 'A Ah« Durban orchestran.

6) jys. 20 Sept. 1888, pP. 3. " > ° jberleln's Concert F

7) ™M . 14 Dec. W p-

»Mlettpr,ear's Concert".
z CO Nt

8 N.M. 22 Oct. 1891* P-



elected ty Madnme Albani I'or one of her concerts in 1899.*

Mrp. Richavcic (Virninie Cheron) bed the moet extensive

orvrotiC repertoire of all Durban iingers in the last century.

In the early days of her career she sang songs from

The Bohenh n, Girl (Balfe) and Mnrltnna (Wallace). In 1886

rprg one of the great favourites

m)
"H-ybert) tol > j aime"

of operatic sopranos,

also n favourite of Miss Julie Alhu

1b9C, Margaret Maclntyre in 1894 and Alice Scrivener

ot "698. Mrs. Richards tang "Dove Gone" from Mozart's

Le NorvC di > and '\ui la voce sue coave" (Elvira's

yrd Scene from Bellini's I Purlter1 ) in the year 1887, and

in the same year Agatha's aria "Leiee, leiee, frorrroe Weise"

from Per Freiachtfts (Web"r); the recitative and aria

-S Strano" and "Ah fore’ A lul che Vanima" from La TravlatiL.

(Verdi) in 16M"- 'Tel toggle luelngMer" from Serlrerlde

(RosBlInl) in 189-°'" "0 alo Femnndo" from ~ Fevorlte

(Donizetti-: "Son vergln vezzoen” from I P-rlterl (BelllnD

end "The Shado. Son, ' (“Oml.ro legglera") from Dlnornh
12)
(Meyerbeer) in 18 m

*) M - 10April 189%, p. 5, col. 7, "Madame Albsni

N N.M. 17March 168" , p. ' c’lf- 3°4°

) jy*. 17 July 1890, p. 2. «ol- f'1IV rt"

o, advert.
I) M .V 3.pt. 1896. p.

5) N.V.10A"'.g. 1° 4- 2" ''Cn

, , 1 8 "Saturday's Concert".
6) M1. 26 sept. 1667, P- =- <" 7~ concert".
7 M . Oct. 1687. P. »m '~

eaMrt.

lerd'e Farewell

9) H. I, 2 March. 1pfl8 ... 0 ,
Benefit Concert". Aoc0”e "Miss Cheron s
10) N.M. Suppl rrnen”, 1R T'V*

ConcSTTr- AN ocol 7, advert.

IT) 87 jBn- 18911* P* ~° ’

.MIBe Cheron'a Concert'.'
1 89il.
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voted by Madome Albeni for one of her concertP In 18997

Mrs. Richorai (Virf;inie Cheron) had the most extensive

M,r',tic repertoire of all Durban ringers in the loot century.

tr the early day of h-r career rhe rang conge from
, gohe: 1; n hir] (Balfe) and Morltan; (Wallace). In 1886

tang one of th gr”*ot favourlter of operatic sopranos,

"Libert) toi jfime " - alio » favourite of Wise Julie Albu

A\

)
, Margaret WuClntyre in 1894 and Alice Scrivener

n /t)Bl ° Mrs. Richard£ trng '""Dove sone" from Mozart's
6'
c v Figaro| find "Sul la Tocr bub coave" (Elvira's

the sere year Agaths's rle %elee. lelee, frame Weiee"

froc per Frel. -h.at; (We -r the recitative and aria

,s strar.o" end "Ah fore’ - ul cle Venlim" from IfiJi£2:XUIt-
Werdi in la A4 *F-1 He.vlo luelnghler" from SSSIOEISS.

Eosr'-r.l) in 1 ol: "0 «U' Femnndo" from L"avoriu

(Dorlrettl)V. "so, verglr from W aO m|l '

W  "The Sf.d.» Son. ' ("Omtrs laggl.ra") from Dlnorah

1?)
(Meyerbeer) in If m

) ?M£ 10 April 18 p" S5*c¢ > U‘iine
2) h.M 17 March *1. P* "» colF*

S) SjJI. 17 July v>i- m- 2% ee;- .

m, advert.
41 M .17 sopt. le >e,

5) N,V. 10 Aug. l° .p- .
, . a .gaturday'B Cencerf.

'e Concert".
7) ii.y. 17 Oct. 1" "» P" !

b

cole. 1.2. ndver-

8) M - 18 Aug. 1' e po _ ,yr6i mchard's Fare.ell

9) Kjj:. 2 March. ') 1> 7'

Benefit Concert". , "Miss Cheron e

, rov. 1691, P- I' cjIl° ’
10) N.M. Supplement, 1
0- ~ - " ...

11) M1. if j™ . 18y2- pl
12) K.M. 23 March P-

., ,Mse Cheron'6 Concert?



Her husband, Avon Saxon, was more at home in light opera;
vjt ir 1892 he sang with Mrs. McOullum the i'amoua duet
fi darem la mano" from Don Giovanni (Mozart)® and with
gg oneron in 1895 the duet ~The manly heart that love

,»iree" from The Magic Flute. To Avon Saxon should be gi.ven

H \eaat some if the credit for rescuing Sullivan's Ivanhose

from oblivion; “or it was he who sang the song "Ho, Jolly

void n" At the t rst honeon production of the opera in 1891;

3)

...op which it came into the repertoire of every good baritone.

A’len Howes, mother highly accomplished amateur musician and

actir sang this same ; ong in Durban In 1891, so impressively

that he was ae se ated with it i.s much as he was with the
playing of the part of Xoko ir. T * Mikado (Gilbert and
SulllTM1) in later yrnr ! A .other of the favourite duete
ty Avcer. 3aTon and Kit e Cheron wee "Of faery *ftnd bed I
the pow'-r" fr m M ritar." 1
cl darem 1 . mano" war tung in 18J3 by die visiting
singers Marie Stefani and 0. Verdi both of whom sang

in the "Miperere scene" fror U Trovato” (Verdi! in the

me /ear!5 Another ...erfttte duet .hlch .as popular in the

nineteenth century ,, n "Th.e moon hath raised her lamp" from

m (Benedict) t rung by the tenor Charles

, "Saturday B
1) I : Juno 18 '3 P- ’
Enter Inin ic .V'.

5) 3ee p- 11V
4) r.:;. 7 Mny iH.ii. v- ai

, ,  ,0ur Amateurs in Comic

OPer®

«© M« 20 May W» . p- " "Durhan Horticultural

7) XIJ1. 12 Nov. 181 4, :1-
Society !5xhi hmt'on '



pnG yi6eB L. Rermard in 1892 when they were both pupilb et

the convent LtdieR1 ngh School.

Operatic tenore still win favour with the singing of

,L, donna e mobile" from Rigoletto(Verdi) ar, they did in

the Jent century. One of the first to sing It publicly in

Durban wcB Hirwen Stack of the Standard Operetta Company at

2)

,n mOpcrotic concert" in the Theatre Royal in March 1892.

Other items in the programme were:

"Sver thine" irom Tiv. pid
AGunrd (Planquette™*

"ForgeT not to Forget" from
Boccnccio (Suppe) .

"Look with thine eyes into mine

from To Clgale (Audran)
"YThat the Dickey Birds say"

Miss Annie Leaf.
Mies Annie Aea-.
’\’Nalter Browne.

Charles Archer.
"There

mrwen Stack,
from Maritana (Wallace)

The Blind I”*v.nrv “Offenbach).

The opera War, tana (Wallace) la the source of some

,,11-kno.n ,onge: "Scene, that ... hrlghte.t" a-ung hy

Mrs. Richard, (Miss Oheron) In 1887 and hy Marie St.fanl In

X895;5 "Harp In the air" sung by Miss Stanbrldge”n 1889

"in happy momenta- sung by 0.

1892. p. 2. =0l- 0 "°peretid
1 «jf.
oncert".
.V
) M - 26 March 1892. P

1892, P*
3) N.v. 26 March, advert.

, cola* 1%*4,
" 16 Sept. 1687, p. T

5) N.M. 13 March 1693, p.

r» .’col. 2. "Sat’-rday Hlghfa Concert:'
6 N.M. 22 July 1(a9» P~ 3

: 29 Col. 4_ Sl/\rt,
7) N.M. 13 March 1893. P*
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mnr.hemlan Girl the well-known "I dreamt that I dwelt" was

unjr on many occaalono, hut was much in vogue about the

middle 18906.

in the last t*n yenrt. of the century some well-known

-'ngere visited Durban. In 1839 and 1890 Clifford Halle

in>luded n few operatic arias in his programme: "Deh] vieni

>V fineotra" from Don Giovanni (Mozart); and the aria

V star of Eve" from Tannhaueor (Wagner) which he sang in

Italian. Charles 3antley preferred ballads but at one

-oncert In 18U3 he nnng the Anvil Song from Fhllempn oirl

aftucl8 (oounoa). m 1695 Madame Trebelll sang the "Shadow

Song" from lilnorah (Meyerbeer) and the "Polncca" from

Mignon (Thomas)l In 1899 another famous soprano g)

Madame Albanl sang "Casta Diva" from Bellini's Norma:

she
also stag-d the ever-pooular Mad Beene from "Luela”.
Laimermof)® (Donizetti)! In this year the tenor Lloyd
Dblgn, aang "0 Pnradleo" from IjA £rlcaia|)(”~-rbeer) and

"Clelo e mar" from La Oloconda (Ponohlello): and

Miss Lindsay Currie who had just returned from her training

R 7, "CleBBical Concer

85 3'; °0ol1'4 "santley'a Visit to
3) ?75.y. 31 July p.
A ' Mnyl895, P. 1, -1. 2. “cond
Trebelll Concert , *Thlrd
5) N.M. Bnpplemeat. «» “»» [* = !
& 3 T
16 Peb. 1376, p. 8. °01- " | . -Uadame Albanl".
col. *
7) M . 10 April 18W > oo dnme Ubanl".
7 cole fe

3) tkE- 11 April 1"V . e "Albanl'a Concert".



v gngland sang "Bnttl,*"battlll <rom Mozart *8 Don Giovanni
I One of her concerts.

There was also a marked preference for oonge fro , the
L<erettas: "Lullahy", "A'Soldier’s Life" and Past and Future"
, V" imindlll (Jakobowoki); "With such a dainty dame" from
-orothy (Gelller); "I've only one" from The Old Guard

Planquette) and "Tr.ke a pair of sparkling ey s" from

, »” mnndollers (Gilbert and Sullivan). The "Letter long"
frvn vnn Winkle (Planouette) was often sung by Miss Gheron.
Three other favourite, from the light operettas were: "At

sventlde" from Falka (Chassaigne), "Look with thine eyes into

mire" from la Cigale ;Audran) and "With Joy in my heart"

As in the earlier years acquaintance with some of the

-6moua Or.r«B oOf the .erly nineteenth century -ece elded

more by the olnyine of the melodler then by the elnging of

selection, end ivnr, men peredin, eo«e of the -none treb le

ne
he
Town Hell, in the Town Oerdene or In a church h,
oo\ mwIr V¥ om A
1
(Donizetti), FatrJd (O*ul these the
» v on bond programmes.
all appeared rfgn y 7,,
1 .iviardot-Lemaire QOoncer

1) h.M. 2 Aug. 1%



g”rture to Ln Fille du Regiment (Donizetti) wae e special

fpvourite.

By ploying overturcc and selections on many occasions

Vipiting military bands contributed towards a general

-tvrulptlon of operatic taste. The Band of the 85th

egiment played selections from The Pirates of Penzance

filbert and Sullivan) in the Trafalgar Hall in July 1881;

- > Band of the 58th Regiment played selections from Les Cloches

ie “rnavlllc (Planquette) in April 1382 and helped to make

these operas familiar to the public before they had actually

heen produced in Durban. Operas that were beyond the scope

of amateur and visiting companies were also Introduced tv He

public through band performances of the overture or select 197

from tho opera. In 1382 the 28th Welsh Regiment played

sel.etlonn from (Bellini) -nd the 9verture to

nm movnnnl (Itozart). In June of thi= yeer the Band of

the 41st Hesinvent played ael.ctlon. from the opera L ~ r U S

(Domsettil: In 1 -5 the Band of the Natal Oovemment

Hall.aya played aelectlona from the opera teae UlJ& K t,

the 6th m nlem iW Dragoon, played eelectiona "from' )

(Vend.) in comhlnaUon w 1 A % “~yal Dublin

Philharmonic Soelety. ., mn p~*laccl. (Leoncavallo).

3< odvert.
1) &K. 2 July W 1. P 7 performance in the
2) N7li. 3 Anril 1BH2. P

Town gqnrdenn". hft Bpnciuet to Mr. John
o cole ~1
5) N.M. 3 June 1BH2, P*

Robinson".

,The Congregational
¢ COl# N*
4) N.M. 14 June 1 * pe '’

roor* ., tiThe Railway Concert an
Ao, T, col*

NjJri. 6 July 1B85. P-

LI".

00la. 3.4. advert.
N 17 March Vtf ’e
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from The Flying DutcUncn, Lohengrin, TannhBuaer and

, w/t*raingers Of Nuremberg.

Xn the laot years of the century selections from come

f the light operettas were often played; especially

rt ux Heirs (Bucalosri), Falka (Chassalgne) and Cox end Box

surnond and Sullivan).
The Durban Philharmonic Society generally Included

.rr.tic selections In their programmes: 11 Trovatore (Verul)

18P2%, per Prelrchlitz (Weber), MasnnleJlo (Auber), A
roldt (Gounod) and the Overture to Mirtha (Plotow) In 1883;
various occasions in 1883 and 1864 the Overtures to
two Of the many forgotten operas by Henry Bishop: <u.
ibrmerinK and SakJiM.  I" 1885 the Phllhemonlc Orchestra

played .election,, from Camen (Bl«t) and khen& In (Wagner);

x4 in 1886 the Orerture, to

......................... 4»»4C €NNOOr (D onizettiy, ~ccaccli (Suppe), 1hejiera

W Ue"Olnd” (,1=01.1). (Bol.ldleu) and

Laddla (Plotow). in 1887 they pW=« e.l.-1.n. from

«d selections from Jl—— overtures and

Without a run hand , o rc¢c * j " 1

--------- .6 "Saturday'e Military
1) NM. 5 July 1892, p. 4 ¢0

Concertl. , ., e Durban Philharmonic
_» col
2) N.M. 24 April 1862, P* '

Concert”. ..p-rban Philharmonic

3) M . 16 April 1883, P- 3* <0 *

Society's Concert advert.

4 «M. R3 March 1886, P. 8,



cUone were still

pleyabT e RB arrangements for ether
fl

-forte
InptrumentB. An inetrumental combination with the planner

harmonium as a solid, background was used for the rendering

t ,pratic selections. But two players would suffice,

thve ..p”ing possible any of the following instrumental
-lvrta A

, -forte . ..
, ,Tations: a pianoAduet on one pianoAor on two, a duet

o L, -forte - fort-
,» vioiin and piaTio®, or for piano, and organ, piano, and flute,

,t piano.land harmonium. Excerpts from Hl.gplrtto (Verdi)

rendered in a pieno”arrengement at Miss Hart'f concert
11 -forte
ir, X88”, nnfl e» « duet for violin end pleno.et the

g)
Oonrregntlonel Mutunl Improvement Society concert In 1685.

Tt, Air., from Te Sonnmnhule (Bellini) were plnyed ee e planofort

6uet Rt the Durban Philharmonic Society concert

1964:

In September

The practice of playing overturee and operatic

,election, on an organ Ir to be met with a= early aa 1691

.hen eelectlona from Noma (BelUnl) were played ea a duet”

for P 1 . » orgrn at the St. Matthlaa Parronage Oonce-1.

guatlcsm (MaBcagr played

(Wagner). Mr. Mncdona *

C)l. 3, advert.
1) iua- O0<J Jun« V,MS8,

2) N . 28 Aug. 16'S5, P*
Entertainment'’.

u "Mlaccllaneoua

n nperea Concert".

5) S5JI. is Sept. ... T- ' 0 ..concert at Stamford Hill!

4) N™M. IT June .-wealeyan Church Organ

61 JUM. 26 March 188'!. r- 4>
Recital".



y 'lorize Set " 4 'She. Mnrt.errin“erB of Nuremberg (Wegner)
ie

in 1698.
H wbp conufion practice to play operutic selections on
- ninnofvi +*«eb.An arrangement of a portion of Pl"»lio
. -fortoS .
..,>t,hoven) for four piano# (eight hands) was played in
Jjggo :It a concert given In the Philharmonic Hall by
Atkinson md her pupils. At the same concert there

xar: >nn xnce of the Overture to 3>ur)pa (Harold) for

,» > .. ndO. But it was more usual for overtures and

>lactions from the operas to be ployed in four-handed

arrangemente for two niano«Ort*s

of . nta the violin is perhaps the best

sati.tnute for .« human voice. In 1887 Hemenyl played
selections of airs from Lef Kueu:yi2l2. (Meyerh.er). and

V. Joniuler, the Durban vlollnl.t. Played 3arasate's

and plan*Vrang-mrnt. from — A "% % %

in 1890 by Alexander Ullli««» Who al.>0l.>"'m cicerp s

r r r r r t r —
excerpts from d thia, in vle» of
r Valkyries
Music" and "The Hide o A... parfOrmed or the
the impossibility ' ' fln ' orchestra,wasall that

excerpts played bz a suitably Inr<7

2 CO»e 9
1) N.M. 13 May t""' ,Herr priedenthftl's

3) N.M. 20 July 1898, P*



34*

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

MUSIC AND . CHOIRS; 3QNG3, OLEEd AND iINFERS

18HI - 1900.

The t-.K.te for operas and operettas, and especially the

t*r-known arias and songs from them, was greatly

ittted by touring professional actor-musicians recently

roived from Europe. An several of the operettas performer

Durban had only just completed a successful run in

IM. m Durban's tiste Ir. this Kind of entertainment was

'

Imoi

un.to-date. Choral .inglng, on the other hand, wae

practised by amateurs who were somewhat restricted by

conventionality. In earlier ofcaptera It hae been ahown

,r V,e male from the standard oratorios was performed

as much in the spirit of a devotional exercise as for the

Viped to eatamsr. th- early choral societies they also

resourcefulness.

o . Of them. Wher
1 wirke or portionB

engaged In produ' ng A church was opened on
the organ of the Y™rt <

A A c¢3ncert including In

IS January 1881 the choir * A A In B flat, the

their programme part of

1) See Chapters Fiveand Sloven.

4.« Pourend '-



“nthem "Glory to God" (Pergole.U), "Round nhout the starry

t,>ne" from Handel’s Smnson, the "Hallelujah" chorus from

tnr V-V8 Messiah, and n work which was generally described

M7art'b "firat" motet, "Splendente te, Deus". A

,h ", r Occasim was the opening of the new organ at the

» 3t- gtre- t Oongregnti mal Church on 7 May 1885, when the

p sang the "Hallelujah" chorus from Handel's Messiah

"The H< tvenr are t<Lllng" from Haydn's The Creation..

’ the Berea Presbyterian Church held a sacred concert in

vt ; nf the organ fund on 5 November 1.888 the choir of 50

voices sang hymns, anthems and selections from Handel's

ye86iah. This programme was bo well patronized tnnt it was

repeated »t the Oon.-regnt.onol Church In Smith Street on

, November We68. Another eecred concert, or "eervlce" ee

It we) celled, in aid of the organ and choir fund »aa held

,t St. Paul'* Church on CS December 1889. On thia occasion

excerpt, fro., Men.'ela.ohn'r SUJfiH

Hei eyan Ooneert -

1) EJi. 16 ’an. 16"'e« fe ' I > ,The congregational
n pOLe *i
2) N.M. 28 Anrll 1"MI*
ChurcTTConcert". (igncred Concert".
" cole v, O
3) N”H.6 Nov. 1888, P- ed concert".
. COi-e Ve
4) W1.6 Nov. 1888, > ] A advert.

6) N.M. 20 Dec. 1809, P’

« mna 4, COl.
5 V M 16 Oct. 1'390°

"gacred Concert
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1)
“gndplefiohn’8 Atholi e.

Of nil the choral works suitable for church performance

'miring Holy Week Stainer’e Crucifixion hen been considered

the most manageable. It wan first sung in Durban by a

,)'p of 17 con- acted by Mr. W. H. Brickhill et St. Paul’s

Church on 16 April 1889, together with Mendelssohn’s

wear my Prayer.

Generally speaking, Durban church choirs were

numerically strong. In 1896 St. Thomas’a Church on the

oriren could muvter between 30 and 40 voices for a performance

Of Mrndelr ohn’fi Kf;.r ny pr«;er at the conclusion of the

evening service or. 1 November. The eame choir eeng Stainer's

crucifixion in the Ten Hall on 13 April 1897 when Charles

,0. -'.Ctrl the perfvnvmee; the orchestral .eeomp.nlment

was arranged by himv If.
, he Diamond Jubilee Year of 1897 encouraged some large-

scale choral efforts: the Wesleyan Sunday School Onion held

a -sacred musical festival- In the Tom, Hall on 17 June with

a choir of 300 children's voices conducted by a

Hr* J. H Nlcholsonf under the dlrect'on of Otto Sledle

]"ifleal Thanksgiving m,s held June by the Bur an

Musical Aefoclation ¢..... augmented on this occa”o

2) M . 18 April 1869, P. '

advert.
3) M . 31 Oct.1896. P A advert.
4) N*M. 9 April 1897,p.
5) M . 10 -Tune 16V-.P. 4 advert.
6) NIJ/. 19 June 1897, p. » at St. Joseph's

0 N.M. 31 June, 1897, P- oo "
Church*.
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A fairly extensive repertoire of choral works was built

A h\Jf the Dur?\an Philharmonic Society under MacColl between
up
1331 and 1888. They started their career with Handel's

Maccabn®up. Mozart’s Twelfth Mass and Handel's Messiah;

U three works being already familiar to most Durban singers.

...en followed, in 1882, The May ”“ueen (Sterndale Bennett),

the PrlGi t (ri:ndel) and Mendelssohn's eight-part setting

v psalm Mo. 2. It was also in 1882 that the Society gave

i full performance of Mendelssohn'b Elijah® at Durban s lirst

,;eMt choral concert in the Theatre Royal. In 1883 they
performed Rossini's StoVat Mter, and, for the first time in

Durban, Haydn’s The Greation in full. In the same year th

nade acquaintance with Handel's 3au .

the first time 1" BH£ gg 83 %% December 1885.

In 1-387, Queen Victoria r
performed Handel's AcljL and 3-
Walpurgls Might, stanford
Jubilee Cantata TrMimmph ,,,— XI

Of choral works.

9funson came IRES EREIF Femertory

1) See Chanters Five and Mine.

2) See p. 179*
3) See pp. 76 and 200.

4) See pp. 81 and 207.
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A fairly extensive repertoire of choral works was built
uf -bv the Durligln Philharmonic Society under MacColl between
1881 and 1888. They started their career with Handel’s
- Maccnb r . Mozart’s Twelfth Mass and Handel’s Messiah;
oll three works being already familiar to most Durban singers.
-Tien followed, in 1888, The May "“ueen (Sterndale Bennett),

7 the Prlei t (Handel) and Mendelssohn’s eight-part setting
v pcaim No. 9. It was also in 1882 that the Societ; gave
full performance of Mendels ohn's Elijah at Durban’s first
.reat choral concert in the Theatre Royal. In 1883 they
performed Rossini’s Stsbat Mater, and, for the first time in
Durtmr, Hnyd-n'e Th« In full. In the snme year th

made acquaintance with Handel'a Saul.

To these standard< W&;ks were added seve" 1 that are

1 See Chapters Five and Nine.

2) See p. 199«
3) See pp. 76 and #0.

4) See pp. 81 and 207.



To the above repertoire Francis Crane's Durban and

,rea Choral Society added little: Stainer's St. Mary

upgdalen in 1891, Mendelssohn's St. Paul in 1894 and

t"ndelsi’Ohn'e Athnlle, the first performances of which were

ven Mr. Macdonald's Durban Musical Association.

The D.M.A. added to the existing repertoire several

old ma new works: Flag of England (Sir Frederick Bridge),

r-ari fitmar Kve (Oade), The Golden Legend (Sullivan),

LfludaSion (Mendelssohn) and Mr. Macdonald's Children of the

".~rd. Through rehearsal the new Association became

acquainted with Parry's Bl'-at pair of alrenes. On 5 October

1900 they performed the whole of Ooleridge-Taylor's
Klo.sthn about

1)
on 22 March.

Bit months altar the first London performance

STC1 '.ding HnndeVa Vraalah which was aung. played and

listened to with deep reverence from beginning to end, the

various choral worts referred to In the foregoing paragraph

held the public

interest with a few favourite choruses, duets

and arias, some of which were:-The Heavens are telling an

frO9m ” tH ,0 ruddier than the cherry" ,
from gtmbat ~ ter V-m w1 ' A In the Lord" and

"If with or your h.a> -« ' (Sullivan).

Oladaome light" 'rr'"n , DnrfOrmlng Individual
th« practice oi
The D.P.3. ' a single programme,

?w.n gne oratorio
n

rnnm more tlr'D



3&1

N offering o suitable selection of chorueec, duets

,O0s in place of n full performance of one large

i{ Such a concert took place on 16 July 1865. The
work.

programme included the following items:

Aria:  "Pro peccatit" (Roeeini) 0. Siedle
Selections from Mendelssohn’a Elijah:

's'He watched over Israel"

Chorus: .
'¢0 rotft in the Lord" Mi88 Hoffman.
Chorus: "He that shall endure to
the end"

Selections from Mendelssohn's teL-OjLJr£l1££:

- "He counter oil your :
A :

ria sorrows" Wallis Short.
Chorus: "All ye that cried unto

the Lord"
Duet and " ) Mieses. Hunter.
Chorus: 1 Wwaited for the Lore and Atkinson.
| Mrs. Atkinson,

Duet,: My eong shall be 1 Mr. Short.

Selection*® from Handel's Kerrleh:

"Lift up your headc
"RnlleluDeh" ’
"By Man ¢ me nleo M

Choruser:

Mrs. Atkinson.

. Mr. Strccker. 1)
Aria:
wh the average . < A tendency aaa
bcr could not ee, im'" "" malr A~ ch wae quite adequate
choirs to reach an ortimum o Indlvldusl singers
an choral -ork, c,ntrlhutlon. m the
feel that they ware m Tum dlnery variety

there was an exvi
>t decade of the center'. competed In one
choirs. in ISM as many nr
ctlon of the Bieteddfo-'t - T ~Z '*
' » 'philharmonic Soc
001"’ »

N.M. 20 July 1888. P-
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Durban and Berea Choral Union.
Durban Male Voice Choir.

Natal Male Choir.

Durban Married Choir.

Durban Single Choir.

Durban Married Ladiea Choir.
Durban Single Ladiee Choir.
Convent Young Ladler Choir,

gt. Paul's Choir.

Durban Presbyterian Choir. 1)

y hundreds of songs wore advertised and sold in the

r Yr-v. mu; lc shops in the

2X
‘urv.

last 20 years of the nineteenth

Some of them had been popular in the early years

,f Durban's history and were still being sung at the end of

, >mtury: "The D'-ath of Nelson" (Bioham), "Anchor's

7*m ,-h'd" (Braham), "I fear no foe" (Pinoutl;, "The Lost Chore"

(Sullivan'. "The Distant Shore" (Sullivan), "The Mesaage"

(Blumenthel), 4ue, n" (Blumenthal), “Simon the CeUnrer"

jetton), -The VUlnge Blackemlth- (Welee), -The White Squall"”

(8 rker). -Uniting- (MIlIUarA), -The Blind Girl to her harp"

(Gloeer). -II Paclo" (Ardltl), "Bay of Blocay- (Davy),

*Here a.eet home- (Blnhop). "Lo. here the gentle lark"

(Blahop). "The Yeoman'a Wedding" (Ponleto.akl), "Kathleen

Marourneen- (Crouch) and "Caller Herrin" (Oow).

Other ionge came before the public through amateur *

So much depended on the ., v A~ AN perhapa through

tonga, "To Anthen '. 1 glr ,,,, ptahop'e fame «c

,»,, pe.ned comfortably on "Home a.ecet

home *
8 rong-wrlt<*r still 1

~ *The Kisteddfod".

U "

"over 10,000 songs pn™ ~ rt.)
1882. n. 1. col. 4,



r, ,wy pretty Jenel, the popularity of the letter being due

the famous English tenor Sims Reeves. But besides these

two songs Bishop's "Should he upbraid" was often sung in the

,vtng years of the century. The most popular of the songs

t - 1. Molloy - now almost forgotten as a song-writer -

w the waltz song entitled "Oh how delightful"; one of the

t0 oinp it in public was Mrs. Atkinson at a concert in

r.i L88II Two other songs by Molloy were in the standard

ertory of rongi "The Kerry Dance" and "London Bridge".

Balfe ret to music

some of Longfellow’s poems. One oi
the best known is "The arrow and the songh This was sung
vr. piBke, » baritone, In January 1888. Ure. Wheeler

m, t have been one of the first In Durban to sing F.H. Cowan’.

ethe Setter Land" a concert In Anrll 1888. In June 1888

piste sane Watson' "Po-der Monkey", and at the sme

concert Stephen Man*' "The Mldshtpmlte". Mrs. Atkinson

sang Bishop's "Tell me my heart", which enjoyed °+ tew years

of popularity! The visiting barlton- Signor Heetlvo sang
r [ J r '.....
[ J 00000

1,8, advert.
I) M- U Mnr- 10,11' P' oo

., nhan's Concert'.'
m col. 4.

8 ™M - 31 J"n- 1H""' . .-Tonight's Concert!
i Q0 « *I

3) M* 6 April 1- * 1+ ?

i col. u.
]

4) N'M 19 June 18" . V- '
T gole "9

Bazaar Concert".

Jlurtan Philharmonic

6) N.M. 16 April » 1*

Sc-eieF’e Concert oavert.

6) N.M. 7 July 1W65, r*



Tito Mattel’s "Oh, oh, hear the wild winds M o wand

t ;)n»8 "Thy sentinel am I". A' a farewell concert to

> Balnea in April 1384 he joined this gentleman in the

n ing of "Excelsior" (Balfe), a song which '"became BO

-v*neyed that 11 can no longer claim the respect of concert

audiehldem »

The prolific eon -writer Giro Pinuuti wrote the song

i which Mr. W. P. Dlamonu Bang in June 1884 at a D.P.3.

-t. "Laddie" by the rune cm osar woa sung with violin

obbli“to toy *161 Duffill »t R D.P.3. Concept in October

(W4 . Mr. Wnllle Short rung Plneutl'e "Truety anl True" nt

» 3 P.3. concert In August 1984; andone of the testknown

of 1llpinrutt's ,onge. "Queen ofthe”Berth", in Octotoer 1885

at a benefit concert to Mrs. Richards.

The conga >f P. H. Cowen were becoming populer in
Durben about !s< 14. One of them "The Chi.dren”e Home
,ng by Ura. Manist, in duly in the Berea Hall. -out this
time too. 3uinv.,.'rr,nga war- much in vogue: "The Loo

erl >d wBB

On
montt* t cornnocer ot G ° — —
1) 7 April,10". P- »e e°- '
F. Thomas Bainer, . A

»,The philharmonic

i) TUM. 08 June Wb’, P-
loclety’s Concert . adTert.
o COI* °»y»
p*' "Concert Tonight".

't col* o,
4) N™M. 3 July 1884’ «°

5) NiM. 3 Oct.
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v - sung in Durban in 1HS8S5. Another was Borheur whose

"Glnng of the hammer" and "Pirot in tne Pield" were sung by

Wslli® Short in 1885. Blumenthal*a reputation na a song

.siter rented on more than the three aonga "The Message",

»V, Qjeen" and "The Requital"; he was the composer of "Acroas

e far blue hills Marie", "Boatman'a Song", "in-ichn we are

all of which were known to Durban amateura about

the year 1886.

The ring writer 9. Adams may still be remembered by

V1. ,,The star of ethlehem" and "The Holy City", both of

which became favour!ten about the year 1890. He wrote many

other aonga one of the beet known being his "The Maid of the
Mill".
"Lo. here the gentle lark" belongs to that category of

spectacular coloratura dra.lng-ruom song of which Bl.hop

.-3t, aeweral. It maj- have been Mice Oheron who made

popular in Durban "The Pretty Meeting Bird" by the earn,

composer. Sue sang It In 1886. and the famous Trebelll

1)
In 1896.

The enormous sal. for songs composed by so many <u

on Durban concert A »y BUNZ by
1886 by a Miss King. AA A the grent violinist
Sr. W. 0. Carmichael m NS) A famoas "Serenade"

by Tito Mattel. .iporaonage Fund Concer
col* ..

M . 29 April V*« p- ' advert.

a0 V .. on »uu. 1887. P- 2-
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L838* with a violin obbligato played by Mr. S. Sander!}
mere ie however Borme indication of what was considered

Hgjod taete" in singing. In April 1889 Mrs. Atkinson

)ffered n muaic scholarship to the value of one year’s free

Mition open to any of her pupils who were over 17 years of

The competition was intended mainly for girls. All
competitors were required to ning a recitative which

,oIv_ Atkinson had chosen from Handel’s Menalah and

Mendelssohn*s St. Paul, and to choose any one of the

following songs and arias: "Sut the Lord is mindful”

"Mendelssohn), "Heaven and Barth” (Plnsutl), Tear Drops

"The Three Wishes"
(pmeutl), "The Sailor's Grave" (Sullivan), "The Nlghtleea
land" (Plnautl), "So shall the lute and harp awake" (Handel),
-a re in the Lord" (Mendelssohn), "Waiting" (Millard),

"The first violet" (Mendelssohn) and "The lest milestone"

(Pontet'S- a list which reveals that among teachers of

ringing there oust nave been an awareness of something better

Clifford Hall, sang Schubert's "Sri Sing" at a concert in

V 1869 and Schwann's "When ga.lng In th, lov.17 eyes

N

at Miss Charon's concert In Hovecn”™™ A

n eols. 6,6, advert.
1) giM,. SO June e ! A JlluBle scholarship"

2) &M. 9 April 1 o KUV ,» 1.1 Remenyl's Concert",
t cole **
3) NM. 1 Jon. I " 0 p*
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HThou’rt like unto R floweret";

and in addition the aong
A\

V4
tiWidinung" Otto 3iedle sang Scl jmann'a "The Two

Grenadier*" in May 1894.

This tendency towards a greater catholicity of taste in

,ngg did not exclude from programmes aome of the many ahort-

“ived f >ngl. composed hy the English -“ng.writer Maud Valerie

T-ite. the best tnown of which was "The sea hath its pearls"

3)
. (t by Wall 1§ Short at a concert In December 1890. Hope

Temple, an Irish lady, wife of the French composer Andre

y-ssager, wrote many songs which were sung in Durban during

.xe inst decade of the century. Another lady scng-compocer

the Its singer Marietta PiccolomlIni beet known for

her “rnisoer and I ehnll hear”, first eung In Durban about

4)
July ' 3e
A n,ore vnrled te te in song is rvldent in ti iet six
yean of thr last century. In 1895 several songs by the

1 son— rtter Kasoheroni were being sung
and "A soldier's
m 'm ® bertl® "Die Junge bonne

and wpischerwelse'l; Brahms' .einDiebe.st gr,m "and?"

V4 J L V4 V4 V4 Z I Z A mgertof T no eho loure4
nrogramm”n , especially ' —_ — —
Jrl-v A
ncertlr?7 A N

4e *+Benefit Concert.

m’ ! T aeminyi'

hJL' 1 JSm 1tV)0® r* 1 el ,Moritzburg Orchestral

B.ii. 10 July 1093- v¢ °
Mety". -second Hall* Concert
cole 7°
Mu 17 A« 189h* P*
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tvie desire to return to the old familiar tunes may have

iUTiuenced musical taste. In 1899 and 1: >0 concert singers

wePe still singing "The btue Bells of Scotland", "Gome into

tne gnrden Maud", "Queen of the Earth", "The Lost Chord",

urocVA in the cradle of the deep", "I'll sing thee songs

v' Araby" (Clay;, "The Message", "% Queen", "Children's

H e", "Yeoman* Wedding", "Holy City", "Best of All" (Moir)

"Roc** softly blooming" (Spohr). Some of them are still

today and have therefore become part of the body of
Snglish folk song.

During the years 1861 to 1900 there were a few attempts

to resuscitate glee singing as a musical diversion in its

, ,mgers: & *
Cu 'ingworth and Teaguei and in July a similar group

Hoble. CuUingworth, Watt and Plume, P"fomed In

town, on the Berea, and in Verdian,. They died theneelvea

the -orphan. Olee Club- or the "Orpheus Ole, Party". Under

this latt-r name they performed in 1B85 with the following

members: Wensrs. 0. Buchan, H. King, «. H Brichhill,

_ 1!3"”ner 8 . l:

"Beware" (Hatton,, end "Where art thou, beam of

fact, a small male-vn AN LC ulU ingw orth

(first basses) «encrs. Bric.hlU -"ie”

'

n . cole. 1,2. "Avert.
1) M . 11 March 1» 1. s e A ndvert<

S) N.M. 8 July 1881, p- " 00
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TUe exclusion of male altos indicated a break with

traditional Kn”lish glee-singing. They were conducted by

frnncls Crane and as a choir they rendered the part-songs

-The W arrior's Song" (Hatton), "Tor’s Song (Hatton) and

*eBeauteous Clouds" (Werner).
So-called "glee parties" were fo: -ned by the members of

, VIPCh choir

and usually consisted of two ladles and two

gentlemen. In April 1491, however, four members of the

3* Paul’s Church choir formed a male quartet and sang glees

t a concert in St. Paul's Schoolroom. The choirs of the

Ar.KHcan Church of St. Matthias at Stamford Hill, and

Cyprian's in Town formed gleeparties who sang at concerts

organized by thesechurches. At the Berea Road

Congregational Church rldey concerta In 1881 a glee”porty

usually contrl uted a group of glees and part-songs.

Olees and part-songs were sung by & number of small *

a ladles’ choir at the Convent School In 1886; the Zulu Choir

Olr Te

Crtwlatla, who had

.1 1, advert.

2) gJK. 4 May 1091, P- 3’ eol, ~ °

SbhoSTt. 7 ,Berea Frlday Popular
3) N.M. 26 April 1 1 t0
ConcerTs". A alivert.

4y 1M- 89 June V-e >

6) NjM. 30 June 1 rooo

col* 3, n

7 ,Mld.winter Vacations".

untlve Entertainment:'

6) NjJI. 16 March ,,jonquler Concert?

7) 4 May 1893, P-



1)
gt p8Ul’B Cathedral. Their Ringing of "Hail amiling morn"

forth) In the Town Hall on 14 May 1895 must have been

on8 of the Ifirt renderings in the Durbun of leat century of

0f the gemc of glee-writing aung in the traditional
2)

English style.

The f irrr.iition of the Durban Philharmonic Society and the

, F, if choral ringing in Durbrn wat another contributary

, to the decline of the true art of glee-singing in

mrban, thoxigl th, gl*,s themselves were often sung by this

choir in n choral arrangement.

The D.P.S. choir song "Blow, blow thou winter wind"

(B: hop), "Vm-n ttv winds breathe soft" (Webte) and "From

oteron in F, iryl,nd" (St”vere), "Ye spotted enekee" (Ste.ens),

-1t s-i.f t, frier of Crdfre Orey" (Reeve), "Ooodnight oeioved"

vPIneutl) end "Vynheer Vandunck'l (Blehop). For

"chorel glee-Binging" «..cColl used either the .hole choir or

a group of 8 to 1° wvulcer.

«o.t of the glee, eung in Durhen from IB81 to 1900

were of long-eUndlng reputetlon. written in the Il.te

mor< U lies” (ring »BloW gentle gales"

Bishop'r ,l,eB were unirere”j”~ 1L I

,0n 5, advert.

fJL 2 sept. P. ». 001
Concert".
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»Blow blow thou winter wind", Sleep, gentle lady", "Hail to

t), cHief" ond "Bid me discourse". Hatton's moat

,uipr glees in Durban were "Softly fall the ahades of

vening"* "Beware", "The Indian Maid", "When evening twilightl
"Absence". The moft popular of Kticken's glees was
I, , . p'c farewell". Besides there there are a number of

glf.es which because of their popularity over many years still

alive the names of the obs ure composers who wrote

t "Awake Aeolian lyre" (Danby), "Hail smiling morn"

ifforth), "Banish 0 Mniden" (Loren?,), "My Heather Hills"
,0akey), "Here in cool gro " (Mornington) and "All among the
barley" (Stirling).

Thow- the term -glee" went out of fnehlon and the old
,18., .-re often referred to ae part-aonge, there were some
velV vo nlar compositions sometimes placed in the category

ofgl.c: Pinsutl' -0ocodnight heloved", "Tell m Flora",

Sarah?1ls -sweet and low" and Pearsall's "0 who will o'er the

D-iwr:ic so free'?
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

ORCHESTRAL AIO) CHAIABER MUSIC

1881 - 1900.

orchef tr: . er« needed for the adequate performance

01> ,»horf-1 workr the tn te

for choral mueic in Durban may be

r ma to have timulnted an interest in orchestral music.

' tor* es.
l-amoniume or organs provided n substitute whit h, although

e,t 'intirely satisfactory, did help to keep the performance

a large choral work intact.

The pe nvle of Durban were deprived of acquaintance with

the great orchestral mueic of the let, eighteenth and

nineteenth centurler Vecauae the early Durban Orcheetras had

neither numerical atr-ncth nor technical proficiency for

the anti.factory per o-mance of these work.. Organists

sometimes played arrangements nf orchestral «orka. for

rCon became the
[ 0

afterwnrda and Duncan *
orchestral conduc” . tn Durban. 0Kl Jrifiacted the Durban
capacity in September 1"'" F'e¥ Ht a concert in the
Philharmonic Orchestra (ahout”" J

, . tuphe Wesleyan Concert
1) M . 16 Jan. 1881. r- »+ COK

P) See pp. 73 et aaq-



CHAPTER FIFTEEN

ORCHE3THAI =~ AND CHAMBER MUSIC

18B1 « 1900.

Al crchertrer are ne -ded for the adequate performance¢

choral works the taste for choral music in Durban Wiy be

i to Have stimulated an interest in orchestral music.

a, pienogor
inlonturns or organs provided a substitute which, although
t entirely satisfactory, old help to keep the performance
f a large choral work intact.

Tk, people of rurten were deprived of ecqualntence with

»€ gre,xt orchentrnl muelc of the lete elghteehth end

nineteenth centurlee hecnune the enrly Ihtrhen orchestras had

..Jther numerical strength NOr technical proficiency for

orchestra. H. rellnqule fl,,

t regular

afterwards and Duncan WncCoU 1 ! In this

s ourhan. hlB

9
orchestral con<'U r.mducted the Durban

capacity in Septfer T ~* mt » concert in *

v,etrn (about te

col
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Trafalgar i1lbll in September The

"very good fluteand

clarinet playing" war.*due to Mr. Lyons, clarinetist, and

mr Mtinder, flautist. The favourite orchestral pieces in

1 were a number of popular overtures. The Overtures to

pievolo (Auber) and Th® Caliph of Bagdad (Bolldleu) were

pr the first two piecee of their repertoire, to which,

, ,.pt they added "Fanfare Militalre" (Aacher), March from

, orRtorio EU (Coate), Overture to Poet and Peagant (Suppe),

-hVsr March of the Priest: " from Athalle (Mendelssohn),

Orchestral selections from Tangredi (Rossini), Overture to

LP.drn (Hoeelnl), Overture to ttortte (Kioto.),

and

various operatic selections. Jhey played the Overture to

Samson (Hand, 1) In August IBM. Another great favourite

, » the -Coronation March" hy Kretschmar. Their early

orcl stral repertoire, therefore, recalled favourite tunes,

..tori... ».¥

attempt to play a symphony (or rather a portion of one

in xm .hen the Orchestra played ,0 movement. *

to Instrumental mus.o. - "

" , -The Philharmonic

1) N.V. 19 8ept 1661. P.

»e col- "
Society's Concert ,The Du,ban Phliwrmonlc
8) N.M. 24 April P
Society's Concert'. A
> COx *

3) N.M. 6 June 1'"" ' ? tpurpBn Philharmonic

21 '"'T -philharmonic Society's

5) M 1. ii Aug. lees, p- »°
Concert".

co °

,, 1if"e Philhannor
6) M . 28 June 1884. P- v
»0 P.OnC "1* ' e
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Coronation March (KretBchmur)

Selection: Lucia dl Lmm; ermoor (Donizetti)
Mazurka: "L’Union Artir tique"

Song: "Truaty and True" (Plnauti) Mr. Short.

Fantaaia: "Alpine Songs" (with cornet eolo)
(Michaelia)

Allegro and Minuetto from the Jupiter Symphony
(Mozart)

auedrinee: "St. George's Lancere".

A-ng: "Scenes that are brightest" Mies Stewart.
(MnritaAfi)

>jo: Concertottick (Weber'

Overture: Will lam Tel 1l (Rossini)
Recit. and Aria: ""Infelice" (Verdi) Mr. Sledle.

ulck March: "Fanfare Mllltalre" (Aacher)

Transcription: "Lorely" (Nesvadha)

Turkish March from The Ruins of Athena
(Beethoven)

National Anthem.

The newspaper comment on thle progrmme - that there wae

0, intle vocal muelc"'- la an Indication that Instrumental

Die war alow to make an impression on concert-goera who had

I.n accustomed to so much vocal music in the paet; and also

at the standard of orchestral playing did not make listening

itogether congenial. Above all. good players were needed,

ten kaccoll and his amateurs combined with the Band of the

» C Op. 21 on IB November 1884. the press co-m-ents were

ore favourable:

" nonoon o
m

. in concert programmes,

the best orchestral mu,
, thPir conductors did mucn
Military bands nr A A~ Aprll 1886 the

encouragc

an interest 1in "J ~ e r Mr. Roelendson, "ho "

Msrltzburg Orchestral 3nc
"

- S Hrhe Philharmonic
(Dl L VAN 3

1) NJA. 30 Auj.-.

t
Society Concert' .

99 Horticultural Socle-.,

SiM. 16 Nov. 1684. P. 3. «ol.

I
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v-0 the conductor of the Band of the 41Bt Regiment, brought

Durban for the fir t time Haydn’B Symphony No.

rh* ciock)«

101 in D.

,nd Mozart's Overl”re to The Majlc 'lute.

'3 June 1R09 at Mr. Macdonald’s benefit concert the Band
Jm the King’p Royal Uflev ¢ >ducted by Prank Tyler played

u. Grieg’r Pe r Qynt Orchestral Suites,

and Haydn's
Symphony No. 45 in P slu rp minor (gorewelJJL).

y»t military Vmdt were largely to blame ror introducing

~Iyyer of '.ererlptivr fantasias into their programea. The

of the 41at Regiment used to give performances of

"The Silthy In th m or fit" by 81lenburg with Its different

r.,veientei "Ml-’ht In the Porert", "Approaching Dawn",

"Village Bell atrlkee five ne Cock announces the

t Similar composition was "A hunting scene" by Buealoesl,wlth

ne "Early mor ,Ing" (m”* r*"Mnrcla', "The Meet" (82323§%) ¢

"On the Scent" "The Run" ($a3E2-«.-221Sa)’ "Full crs*

"Return Hot,". Both works were played at a Band Concert In

member 11 A. Another of these descriptive fantasias was

"0Olosy Life" by 1" Thlere. which was played by the Band of

*UtU Ilur'ars at a promenade concert In May W ». A

countlssn prr: ormai.'

popular organist s

- wauavuu

irchestral Concert. .

1) fiJS. 80 April 1 « ;" 1o eee 7 LMr- usodonald'e Benefit

2) H.u. 16 June 1'("

Concert." . advert.
cola* 1*d
N w nr. MBv 1BHV. .1"



de force, called The Storm (Lemme.io) may have misled many

eople into believing that all munlc should have this

arrO0tive and descriptive Intention.

A much beloved work In the lant century was Chopin's

\% fMnebre movr nt from *he Sonata In B flat, which

played by b. . lo, orchestras, pianists and organists,

v-r for a Bvlemn occasion or not. The Durban Phi Iliarmonic

Aciety Orchestra played it in July 1885 as a tribute to

Duffill the young organist who died on 16 June, end it

, .ftyn ployed by the German pianist Albert Prledenthal

who visited Durban in 1838.

A tavt* for orchestral music was encouraged in a few of

in D.cenb.r 1886 at th. To,mg Lail.e Ooll.gUTf Ine.itutlon a

.tring orcheatra traln.6 by — 8. Ho.l.tt an» M. ~“rrantl

perf0,08 C»r,V,V. -sonata Op. 2”, B.etbor.n'. Ron-nc. In 8.

concart at the Conven- o 4) A orchestra.

alnly pupils as* »(1 1900 when part o

penromel at the Berea High S o h o o ~ *

1) KnM. 20 July I"'5.

SRR P di'f’f’i‘cus £0
and Mozart.
3) See p. [1*18e

4) See p» 'M-h



tfdn's "Symphony No. 5" was played.

In the same programme
Hiy *forte t
the Concerto in D minor for three planoA and string
wa9

. -forte

rcpei:tra (J. S. Bach), and the PianoAConcerto

in C minor

The "Durban Orchestra" (i.e. the Durban Orchestral

P

., «tv) of I1BdS under Eberleln had 30 players. They played

<«nt il music from Roaamunde vSchubert), the Coronation

rch from r.e Proohete (Meyerbeer); movements from Haydn's

.Symphony In 0" (prohebly the JummtOi movements from

mjendele.'ohn'e Third Symphony; two movements from Mozart'p,

3-iohony No. 41 In C.
.o 5,
So> 1 in C Op. 21.

(Jupiter) ~ end Beethoven's Symphony

The Orchestra of the Durban Choral and Orchestral Union

wee the joint conductor. «eenra. C. Hoby and F. Crane ua.d

to may the old favourites "Fanfare mitalre" (Aecher). A

Ballet Music Achubert) and the “rgenbldtter

such popular nun *

Pronhitc (Meyerbee
, \ A unrch from h— ' *—
"Amorettentana" (Cun? ' ' d Beethoven'6 First

11 *Z Haydn”Symphony mu. t

The Miracle.

) 0 ‘'econcert'l
" cole °F

|
2) IB Sept" 11U38'" P* ’c* 4 ,LaBt Night's Concert

3) N.M. 19 Dec. 18BB» p* ..gubacrlption Concert

4) NAM. 27 Junme 1y » [ 3700
5) 3ee p. dl'/!

.oo» 4 pdvert.
9 col- 4'*' A

6) NM. 7 Aug. in,>1 * p* A ..popular Orcheces ra

T) N.M. IT June * "
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lc j»nphets (Meyerbeer), pizzicato from 3ylvx; (Delioea),

gelectioDG from La Cigale (kudran) and thp Dance; from

rv yxxi (E. German). The D.M.A. under their conductor

H Macdonald in

- I1BQ6 played Beethoven'b First

Symphony,

cv,rtare to Richard IIl (German), Overture to Mirei He (Gounod)

nnl the Jtibel-Ouver

~tempted the first movement of Beethoven's Symphony No. 5
G minor Op. 67 with about 35 players. In the year 1899

, » jjurban Orchestral Society under the conductor F. Proudman

Ir.yed (with about 30 players)
A. er

the Overture to Le Philtre

the first movement from "Symphony in B flat” (Haydn ,

Selections from lolanthe

(Gilbert and Sullivan) and,during

3u:l van; , the Overture

to D"MovruuA (Moisrt), movemer;'.

from Uoeart'c Symphony No. 41 in 0 tte !UT). the Overf"'t

Bijou Orehrrtra under Mr.

E. LrzarO playeO 3 ~ overture*,

The nrrt effortr to perform rt, n.ard orohretral worh,,

A Haydn trio wa. p- A t0S VAllo) and Richards
tyMreor, , A. P"t
(violin). The vnrlour I\

I) Sre p. ’30.

key if B flat this h, !l
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- torto 1)

0f mter'sperseii glees, pongs. pianoA solos and readings.

in

Angaf,t 1385 three good instrumentalists, Mrs. Bevies (pianist)

V., Ferranti viglinist and Mr. E. Hewlett (cellist
ME ¥ (—toortl ) ( )

1HVed Haydn’s Piano* Trio No. 1
2/\
, other musicians grouped themselves

in 0 major in the Philharmonic
4, n into chamher

pn “mhlee. In Octotnr 1885 at the Philharmonic Hall

yr Rowlandson (clarinet), Mr. Duffill
-fort 1

i! :.oNplayed the Mozart Trio in E flat (K.498).
V IVV <

February 1886 a Haydn quintet

(viola) and Mrs, MacColl

On
-fort

for pianoAand strings was

rlayed st Mrs. Bw IBP'S concert in the Town Hall. Tba

.1 vyrf *er» Mrs. Beviss, Messrs. M Ferranti, E. Hewlett,

Sanders and Oreer! Chamber concerts were hell et the

voung Ladi- s’ Collegiate Institution.

violon-
My iea6 Ulee Or-cn.cr, “c.Uo).

At one of these in
Ml»e Ornnt (violin) and

rn,, Lamport (planoj played two movementa from Haydn's Trio

Ko. 9 in B flat major! The travelling string players

Uessrs. wanner. Ram.den and Bomsn gave chsmoer oonoerts In

the Philharmonic Hall in December 1886. At their first

concert on 7 December they played Beethoven's Serenade for

violin,%cello and viols Op. 8. and. *ith Hr. Sanders to

of Mendelssohn's Piano'or”™" AN Hul.ter (pian”

'nother concert on 1» D-er.-r. ° A ul,rtet In C major

in a performance of part of Hay n

8 M - 18 Au«- 11'"'-"° ''®m '

advert.
3) M . 3 Oct. 1806 P. c’ o o aavert.
4y M . 13 Feb. 1880. P- 's v t-
“« col* *
s i1xXx sis :-;.! s .« *nm "



(Sriteror) at a concert in the Berea Kail on 25 December when

they also played Beethoven*B Trio in C minor Op. 9 No. 3.7

In 1887 Resnenyl Joined the local Btring-players for the

,Iformnnce of string quartet movements from the works of

gchub rt, Mozart, Boccherini and Beethoven. In 1689

ensemble consisting of local muoiciano,
6l' violon-
v. r1:.. M. Ferranti (violin), E. Jackson (.cello) and
-fortu
xr _ acCol 1 (pianoj, played the Blow movement from a
3)

lientialacohn trl ).

In y )q the Durban Chamber Music Society was formed

V.r-iURh th" mrfortu of Uer.irt. Halther and Charles Halle.

I Hewlett (both rtrlng-olnyera) and a recent arrival from

Johannesburg,Mr. Moray Maclean, a pianist. The programs

showed a fairly even balance between vocal and instrumental

Items. Their one and only public concert was held in the

hall of the Ladies' collegiate Institution 1n Russell Street

- - T S T -

heard of the aociflty until itn ~ 7

% col. ©

4) N.M. 2 Feb. 1"'""" I "forty-eight".

Pmi.ably No. 1 tne

6) See p. V0.



In 1394 P. Israel, a violinl!at» organized a series of

chamber concerts the first of which was held in the

Gungregational Hall Musgrave Road on 17 March when he had

, 086istance of a number of wind-playero for a performance

-novemente from Beethoven's Septet Op. 20. At the second
-furte
, ViCprt in Town on 23 April 1894 Weber's PianoATrio Op. 63
-forte

fn" violin, viola and piano, waa performed by Mr. Israel and

yr nnil Mrs. Jonquier. In the same programme the first

,vement of B"-‘t lover's Violin Concerto Op. 61 was played by

-foriS
r. Israel and Mler Phillips (piancy). A benefit chamber

, ncert 1)r Madame Jonquier took place in the Berea Hn:i on

,,/ junff 1891. Thr prograr: a included t » movementp from a

Pie*.o°Irto by Mend-leeohnf’

For the same concert » email

chamber orchertr,.

of nix playere had be n mustered! two

»Th they perfonted waa nothin”:;,ore

interesting than the

-Stephnnle Gavotte" by CxlbulKa.' Mr. Israel's thirl

chamber concert in the Congregational Hall Musgrave

14 June IBM consisted mainly of songs.

86 JT -. T rail'n "grand concert" of 5 November 1dS4 of.er

, 3 "Chamber Concert
P. 3, col. 3
1)

v Morch ' ,41,' 5. ! If -ohamber Concert".
2) NM. 30 April 1394, P-

3) RlIther Op. 49 or On.

4) NtM 6 June 1884, P-

5) See p. 228.



String Quartet: (ScHubert)

Song: "Bedouin Love Song"
(Pinoutl)

Duet (two vlolino):
Op. 40 (Mnzaa)

from

Song: "Where'er you go"
(Someroet)

Viola Solo: "The Prayer"
(R. lorael)

Anthem: "Daughter of Zion"

String gquartet: (Beethoven)

Song: "Once" iHarvey)

Violyy ySolos "Seuvenirs de

re”eonll (Alard)

Heine" (Raff,

aong: "Dawn" (Somerset)

Violin Solo:

(Sarnaate)
Anthem: "Radiant Morn"

"Paurt"

Another chtxmbev concert,

0. 0. Mncfarlcn.

November 1894. On thl.

wtnly vocal,

572

Mr. 3. Sander,
Gapt. Taylor,
MecerB. P. Israel

and 3. Jackson.
Mr. 0. Siedle.

Miss Florence Dacomh
and Mr. P. Israel.
Miss Alexander.

Mr. P. Isracel.

Choir of the Presbyterian
Church.

(Players am above).
Mr. 0. Siedle.
Mr. P. Israel.

Miss Nellie Phillips.

Miss Alexander.
Mr. P. Israel.

Choir of the Presbyterian
Church. A

.ae arrang.fl by

In the Uaaonlc toll ar.lth Street, on

occaelon a Beethoven Trio for two

.forme4 hy Mepyrs. F .~

It war not often that etrlng ouarteta were perfome”
n"nr" 1' »ft of 1995 they had
f 3outn Africa In t4" "' Eventually
rte-e by the great maectere.
bout 150 ntrtng iuar - A~ parent that very
larael return 't »r ' bnn during hie absence
ie war performed In —
ittle chamber mubi

The Beethoven o
°Ing or pIM, trio.

6. COl1~*

Feb. 189B- P-

vnmoj.

e, .Hr. lerael'B uoncrrt".

A the Moon .
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bet+ween 1895 and 1898. On ¢ December 1898 Schumann'e

.~uintat Op* 44 was performed in the Presbyterian Hall,

nning Road, by Mrs. Don, Mrs. Proadman, Miss Andrews,

rr udman, Mr.

Jackson, and at the same concert Mrs. Don,
[\I\\ v

-forte .Violon*
, 5 Ai.drews and & Jackson played a Trio for piano® 4Aello

violin by Raff. On 29 August 1899 a "Classical Chamber

>’1" war given in the Masonic Hall, Smith Street, by

,Y rs. otto von Booth, W J. Abeleven, P. Israel ri .

Quartet in I flat,
-fort 2)

and Godard's Pinno”Trio in P Op. 72.

Until the arrival of Mias Alice Hart in 1882 recitals of

perious T..«no,mu=l= -ere al«.3t unknown. At her concert In
Junuery laaz she ployed « "Orand Polonaise" hy Chopin,

"Rlgaudon- by Raff,

3)
“Joyous Thoughtpr".

and

and one of her own compositions entitled

' her second recital In April 1882 Miss Hart include

" [e]
r,y

,f lesser compositions including
(Chopin), and a numhe

Aser of the popular
"The Last Hone" by CRittschalk.

1 advert.
) M . a Dec. 1898. P- *o '

Itd. 19511 P"®' *

5 Jan. 1882. P- # '
A7 n. 197.

HM8S Hart a voncec

i) lee p. 197.
5) See pp. 198,199.

onn.
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Mp~*rquii®e" which MIbf, Alice Hert often played. In July 1683

,.efl Duffill, better known nt$ mm orgeniet, played Beethoven's
Mi6P 1;

3onata in D major (Pastorale) Op. 28.
Xf Miee Alice Hurt wae the first in Durban to give a

__forte

f,-1l plmnO\recital, Mr. J. C. Dunater, conductor of the

e m tzburg philharmonic Orchestra, wee the second. He
ted Durban In July 1883 and offered a very extents!vo

rtllre from the worka of Beethoven, Weber, Mendelssohn

* chopln. At a concert in theCongregationalSchoolroom

on 4 August 1883 he played:

Gavotte 1in B flat (Dunvter)
Fantasia in C (Handel)
Three Lieder (Mendelaeohn)
An'ante in P (Beethoven)

TV,,, reeltalc =eter,» for email .elect aadlencea: most

People prererr*i the eup.rflcl.l plsnlsttc flourishes of

in Kflat wae often p* m’ A A 79 wae played ae

Weber; the latter'o £2ncertel— A Auguet ,984, probably

e Pla“'molo B rill”r A

T col. 3. advert.
1) NM 7 July 1883, P. ' AN, pianoforte Recital”.

2) 7 Aug. 1883, pl ndv«rt. See p. 209.

0 ecX®*
3) RM. 13 Peb. 10( bf P*

4) See pp. 003, '4.



r;r ;)iiyed "by Mlee Wetboh at a D.P.S. concert in May 1865."
planletic tarte about the year 1685 1b revealed by the

M1llowlng Items which were played at Mrs. Bevies:'a

"evening

Concert Mnzurka Polonnlre MIpb Alice Joneeon.
(3cbullion )

LLa Gazelle" (Wollenhaupt) Milse Wateon

"Moonlight" Sonata Mra. Bevlee.

(Beethoven) (I.e. Sonata
In G sharp minor Op. 27

(¢]

~onio in D major (Mozirt) Miss Bertie Cheron.

Tuepe were frequent performances of Mendelssohn's "Songs

WorSa", Boethoven'e Senate Op. 15 (Eathetlaue). the

Sonntlnee of Clemer.tl; ell of thleh were being played by

.fprto
rtudents o1 the plantain 1686. -fort

on, of the firet performance, of a piano.concerto wae

by hra. VacColl In k rl1l It 1 when ahe played aa a aolo two

Moeert Concerto d. r.r A therefore .a, the flret

thh time with the A concerto wae attempted

with an or,-he- tra. LpantBé6le,, by Ohopln; and the

wnp. ml TO n ierpivt) '1 conoert in November

11 Mien Satr-b e&edame «ra. o. ,a,ert.

1886, P. 2' CO11 ~°

e p. I"* , X advert.

m 1886, e LO
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1)
1088.

Until the yenr 1686 Mrs. BeviBH might have been
c3,ridered the premier BoIo pianlnt of Durban. Her
A Militiee nnd musical taste are suggested in the

Vowing U ft off* workt which che performed at the "Tableaux

<v’tflte" presented ir the Philharmonic Hall on 23 November

1886:

Lieder ohne Worte Op. 30 (Mendelssohn)

Volne Op. 64 No. 2 (Chopin)

Polonaloe in A Op. 4 No. 1 (Ciioplny

"Lieder ohne Worte No. 18 (Duetto) (Mendelssohn)
Nocturne On. 1b No. ' (Chopin)

Characteristic 3k tch \Alice Bevies)
Tarentelle in F minor (W. Macfmrren,

A. Wollenhaupt)

Minuet from Ornheuo (Olucl

Mr, Be.lB, helped to popular!Beethoven's Sonet,

noon
2 2 u I =

remarye" read hy Mr. HUUer.

in 1 » Herr P. Sander In nurPan and Jolne

Johannesburg wl tl f' -tor Brahme.

to hive Introduced to Dn»rt
At

) dovemter 1890
e nr t concert .nn Otto von Booth m . -

p. 49.
) 13ee p. 212.
i) Bee p. 214.

0 Bee p. 218



.f, pipyed a BrBbme KhRpeody nnd an Etude in C minor by

Qh'"*nim Maclean appeared at a concert of the uurban

mlamber Music Society on 31 January 1891, when he played

"velettg. in E Major Op. 21 (Schumann) and a Prelude and
t*gue in C major (Bach).
-forto
piano.rocitalt did not become accepted ao part of

rban’s mu; ¢’ L Tif< until Roger Ascham, the blind pianist

£, . orginiat frorx Port EIll: ibeth, inaugurated a number of

rc e.talflt th-' fir; t o4 which took place in the Town Hall on

30 jure 1 JI, whrn only 70 people were present. Cn that

occaeion he play”™'-

3 >Tmtft in A flat Op. 26 (Beethoven)
rtSilber Quelle" (v.noon)

Tnnz eus Jdlater On. 17

Hungarian Rhrnrody No. 7 (Liszt)

ena in ad, Iticn wirier by CherIn, Chamlnade and two of hi.

own cor: -r.tttonv.! Aachen gave a recital at the Young

Study in D flat, the race

compoaer'a arrangement of Bach =

mrorcp. " So- . , .he firat Durban performance

duet With Mi.e - A (wlth ,lee Slghtingale
forte.,

racing the orch-rtrai

" S 'S Z |1 a 1 waa probably one of the two In hie

OP- 70- . -Chamber Music Society"
g CO1x» *o
2) P.1L 2Feb. 1791, V-

3) Si “ p. 7.1
Se= P SSI-

N . .
Lifizt wah tfg height oi

lon for aspiring virtuoso
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A?cftom also played works by Moszkoweki and Hanselt, and
invariably several of Ms own. His interpolation of an

briginal cadenza" in Liszt’s Second Hungarian Rhapsody
ennoyeA one murle critic:
'“To interpolate anything into an acknowledged
masterpiece 1t to <ur thinking pure vandalism,
and unworthy of an artiste of Mr. Ascham’s
ability". 1)
«he pause and direction "¢ denza ad 1ib." was offered
what t.e had done.

r. Aschbtn rutt have been one of the first in Durban to

-ry the popular "Llebeetraume No. 3".

i-nielrrohn'» CooMc ipso, (or Rondo
v.r'.cloro OP. 14) h,d teen pUyed e few tlmee bet,re 3898.
»no6 Already P .pulnr before alee Beeeie Beert played It

In Serter.berl Ohopln'e compoaltlona were alwaye -cleome.

189B Played a variety of piano. .orKa but abo.ed a

labor'a c'ric'Tt.B tttejt.ln - A

PS

In the early months o-

M . 19 3ept- e ..Benefit concert".
, COl. *

M1. 1E “W I -The jonquler Concert".

M ]I 1898. P' »' C01— !
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wil®e ' the Maritzburg Borough Organiet, played in Durban,

sue appeared on seven I occasions in the Town Hall with

r.,r husband. On ¢ _ _nuary she played Weber's Concertsttick

<n p op. 79, he providing the orchestral port on the organ.

a similar experiment war tried in April 1895 when Moray
-, HKenn 1%ycd the "Barcarolle" from

-tortu
vvmth Piano,Concerto with Mr. Kunz,

Sterndale Bennett's

the first Durban
porough Organ V. t, playing the orchestral part on the organ.
- forte

vatham Baker fr >mPort Elizabeth, gave planoArecitals in

Durban. At one of Trebelli'. concerts in May he played

..-V{f HUL -inn Rhnppody 0. 6, besides reviving interest

in -pssqulnnde" by (k. -clain. At another Trebelli concert

v tl. -,v. Hnll li the seme

%
rie Concert.

lonth he played Liszt'c 175.

When Sir Charles H, lie visited Durban he played mostly
,Ib by ChVin. hut at a Concert In the Town Hall on A
Anton Sir-- ,1 v He'. Durban .1th the Cheron-Sazor Concert

Gomnnny In Kovemb.r 169.-. He too played .0,K. by Chopin

,d Liszt?5 A progriun ¢ oG one of his concert; given in
m )nlc Hall In .alth Street In yebruary provides

another example of the prevailing taste among

Ferioua listener?:

Bercou. e» WKW le*e ; (gchumnnn)
Novelette im ¢ mm (T, chf-lkoWsk i)

1) MI1l- 5>Bn' ' , » 'Corporation Concert;
a) Mi* 8 April Vi)
Z) See p. o'%e

4) See p. 5%

'
5) See Ao "'pi .torIt{ ital'
p. piano. Recital' .
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Baron Himnxelatjerna, pianist, composer and conductor,

-foi tt
Like

t

.oece called "Nottumo" and M G own transcription of the

upiltrrimsl Choruti" from Tarmhi ucecr. In the same year

2)

Soia.ta in /' minor Op. 57 (ApnaoGionata). Herr Benno

33 uno r -.-r play work, by Chopin and Liszt.

Hot! r Ascham wan very highly praised for his

recital
in July 1 U7, when he played;
Sonai.i in D minor Op. 31 Ho. 2 (Beethoven)
Prelude No. 3 (Rachmaninoff
Melodic Op. 31 (Moezkowaki)
The r*?t of his programme consisted ofagroup hie om

songo emg by lir. S. Lowe, and note solos played by

nr. F. 0. Hoilnr...T. One newspaper wrote that:

"the whole could here Veen transferred to
a London cor *rt hP* 1°'¢

Sxcept for the pl*"*"nBcriptlons from Wagner's

opera: Herr Albert ,ledenthal brought very little that was

« Iready familiar to serious eoncert-goers in Durban.

in hia three recitals be played wort, by Beethoven.

Schumann, 0 P n, Liaot. Rubin.tein anljrie”

1) N.y. If Arll I'";« n*

RmcitM". 9e«P. ! A~~8. Letowska'e
2) II.P. 2'! Dec. 12 5%
Concert*'.

advert. See p. 231.
f (:Ol_. A S
3) tkE> 12 Feb. wvv.d, V- ,.elRnoforte Recitall.

i Q@ve o *
4) IMi. 23 July W ' ;I 7 ,LHerr priedenthfil'e

N.M. 80 July I""' ' ’ r pniedenthal s

e A ‘86 July 18»8. 57 Col'
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Two pinniota return I to Durban in 1899 after an

tpence of some years. me was Moray Maclean who was the

-furtti

'iret pianist to play om of the Irahama piano, Bonatae in

)irban: the other wac ra. MacColl who had been studying

, lc fOp five years in London. She subscribed to the

siionable ta te for Chopin. Lia%t and Moszkowski. At

¢V concert which ohe and Ada Forrest gave in the Town Hell

2)
v-'p olayed ?nschingePChwank nuo Wien Op. 26 by Schumann;

, st , c¢c,ncert riven by the Durban Orchestral Society

* October 1900 she >layei the solo part
-fort- 3)

piano,Concerto in D minor Op. 40.

in Mendelssohn's

So began the regular recitals in Durban given by local

o,nd visiting innlstr, .ell-ftockea with maeterpl.c.B by

B*thwen. Chopin Uenaelssohn, Schumnnn, Melt, and « <'«

mar, modern work, to bring th=:r r.p.rtolre up-to-date;

but with little Mozart and leee Baca.
NO virtuoso planlat who visited Durban In the last

century 1,1 such a world-wide reputation ae the violinist

he established a be, 10 repertoire of works which fu are

-ofesslonal violinists In Durban accepted In the sp 1

of devotion to the .rest raster and also In the » r 1. of

ein ~do d'una

Mend ¢le.oohn, Spohr’e Cone A A minor Op. 36

acena cantata '. * (which no-one else In

Bach'p great Chacon, ' technical G 'ricea

R few iilgnj-j
Durban ever tried ' ' Oeveral pieces by

by Paganini, works by Seraeat”

.chamber Music Concert

11 actual8work”waa'not'specifl®a’

8) See 1). 239. .orchestral Society s

3) N.H. 16 Oct. 19°"' P. 6'
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1)

He charmed his listeners with two pieces especially
mch mny owe their present day popularity to him: Chopin’s
u'turne in E flat arranged as a duet for violin and oianotortd

:1 Ballet by Delibes. r'Ar
natter piece he played to excited audiences all over the
v-id nna was actually playing it in San Francisco on 15 May
>,r when he fell d»v*ad on the concert platform.

Lady Halle (Wilma Neruda) was the second distinguished

With
-forte
l.er huBband Sir Charles Halle at the piana,she ple/ed

e,v 3ven'l Sonata In A major Op. 47 (Kreutser) end Sonata

, traduction and saarto caorlccloop by Saint-Oaena.

There ,er- some gifted vlollnlate In Durban between the
Te(ir, V3D0O and 1 K-0, H-rr Sberlein, Herr Walther. Dali

Sander. Lilian T,rr. Herdlnend Israel. Uadam, — er

fee of the standard violin classics being playec at

concerts. The concertos of »e and varlous”lece
Final
__________ " > i "The R&figKvl Concerts".
1. 3. col. 35 do.
do.

11 m S

>
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-forte X)
gonata for violin and pienoAin G major Op. 78 by Brahms.

Violinists had to suatein the interest of their listeners

ith such pieces as Legende (Wieniawa'd), Gavotte from

m’gnon (Thomas), Romance (Svendoen), filegie (Ernst), Sc&ne
nnllet (de Beriot) and a multitude of popular tunes and

selections from the operas.

- 7 - - - n n "
ncert'r]
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

ORGANS, ORGANISTS ARP ORGAR RECITALS,

tribution to musical hirtory»

B they provide tangible links with the past. Several of

tl- viere Installed in Durban churches in the

t century are still being played but have undergone

trill.,fon Itims by being re-built, renovated, enlarged and

.le;-niKe . Each org * ' it; own story to tell.

It is nnt turprising that there were only a few pipe

Org«:.o in Durban in the 1stt century.

Importing (or building locally)

The expense of

an organ «hlch »ae to be

Sd-guatc for choral aeeo-aanlnentr to the church service

8,1 resourceful enough for occasional recitals was far

tlone. Sven for

the larger cor,.unities the purchase of an organ was an

or renovation plana for the church had been given priority;

in fact, the orlnclpal churches of Durban had to wait a A

an organ Is to be exp. ] thn,, by an enforced
sensitivity In the congregation,

fir meini tring”ncy. A LIf which records are

The earliest Durban e <A of the Anglican

available was inltlr' e th

until the opening of
vfhich from 1 1n-

Church of St. C./pwlM" *

a temporary
% .., street In 1661



. 1)
.filing situated at

104-108 Commercial Road.

In 1875 a building fund was inaugurated for the new

'trircti to be erected ir Smith Street. The series of

, sicerta arranged by the St. Cyprian's Association had its
-in in thin building scheme, which included the installation
,vnat was probably Durban's first pipe organ - a tracker

-,n manufactured by Hele of Plymouth in the year 1875. It

wo flret played at divine service in the Commercial Road

building on 60 %my 1878 ; and transferred to the organ

Cho ber on the north nide of the new St. Oyprlan'e in*Smlth

street Boon after t e Oonaecration Service In May 188I.

, In. tru .ant .u-.crlbe .a the "new organ at St. Cyprian'B"

..... played nt rpeclal f-Btlval services

on 26 September 1892

organ tut the original Instrument that had been considerably

,f t 'don. and the work of construction war undertaken by

rated the Inr .ent, gWIl-g it a new pedal board and two

r,-erected in NN NACA

the nev church in
organ wi : ini tf > *!

e
19,. Th-

the two stages
sP- eincstlon which war. evolve

d*scribed above IB n°w nF

Durban 1U48) P- 1 '

ITocBl md Generalw.

1 N col. e* ]

2) 29 May I» ' ' v* 1 ..consecration of

3) IWi. 6 May 1881, P- ~
St. Cypriante,

e

ugt. Cyprinn ¢
i cole ¢’
4) N.A. 30 April IH95, P-
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arrftt: Open Diapason 6'; Qftiriba 8 : Dulciana 8';

— Hohl Flute 8*; Principal 4 ; Fifteenth 2 ;
Mixture 2 ranks.

Swell: Bourdon Tenor 0 16'; Open Diapason 8
Balicional 6'; Vox Angelica 8 ;
Qedact 8f; Flute 4* (open wood);

>

Gemshorn 4* ; Horn 8'; 0loe 8 Tenor v.
P»dnl: Bourdon 16'; Flute 8'; (Vlolone 16'
prepared for in the console;. 7

Tue new building of the West Street Wesleyan Church
.as completed In 1876, end replaced one that had stood on
the seme site since 1868. As there was no organ In the

earlier building pro«lelon was made for an organ In the ne

present organ was installed In 1881 three yearsafter the

completion of the church. The erection of this organ”

radiating pedal board of two and a half

original specification was:

Grrnt:
2 -vlu , r*
ChojJL*
8*. Salicional
Sw'-'l1: opcn Sp iunate /,
' U weody n * - 1i 2'; ©OBee ¢ 1
GornoP'* n
RRUMI - Z 111s p a c¢c o n ~ ta ~ ~ ~ f

. R _ H T ] Z I - c- ”er' 31118n

aTThe"Wesleyan Church")e



Couplers: Swell to Great; Swell m Octave; Swell

— to Pedals; Great to Pedals; Swell to
Ohoir.

Three composition pedals to Great and
two to Swell.

1)

organ ooening took place on 13 January 1881

VV' n< T. vnarley,

The official

an organist from Maritaburg, gave a

reCital as part of a great choral concert. In 1889 the

r/an renovated "as considerable expense" end a recital

.as ivon in March of that, year by Ur. Cathcart W. Uethven,

the ne«ly-ePPointed Harbour Engineer. At the tine this

3rgttn . a described as the largest im Natal and the organ

buildera had provided for additional stops in all four

-apartments of the Inetrwnent. In 1855 a new fund for

organ renovation was established and in the same year tne

action with detached console !

the following epeclt tentlon.

Contra Kohl Flute 8'#
rth 1 Ce S
reeinh Opcnmapason (netal)8.; Oboe 8
Sw i gpitlflf : 4", —
-———= rtphe Wesleyan Concert
1) M . 15 Jan. 1881. P*

2) See p. 34" "Sacred Goncer-
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Choir: Gairiba 8 °; Dulciana(”metal) 8% ; Stopped
- Diapaaon 8*; Flute TraverBof metali) 4';
Clarinet 8’ tenor C; Sycre tab for

chimes.
pedal: Open DiapasonUiietal) 16’; Contra Qambalfi';
— Bourdon 16°; Violoncello &8%.

Couplers : Ot. to Fed; 3w to Fed.; 3w. to Fed.
Cctave; Ch. to Fed.; Fed. Octave;
3w. 3ub-0ct ve; 3w. Super-Octove;

3w. to Ot.; Sw. to Ot. Sub-Octave;
3w. to Ot. Super-Octave; 3w. to Ch.;
Ch. to Ot.

1)

The pr-- »r,t Church of St. Paul's In Durban which 4atee

rom 190.) replac'd thr one that wae destroyed by lire In

906, Nothing remains of any organs that were In the

hurch before that time. When the original Church of

,t. Paul's had been completed and opened for divine services

n April 1856. a small harmonium or seraphlne was probably

le use. There Is however a reference to an early cipe

organ described as "fine-toned" and "originally

Dr

..manual inetrur ct with a set of Oemsn pedals had the
*o-

ol'o”"1lng epttciflctit .on:

Srnou nitere; Cornet.

Swell: Sto-red Diapason, »ulclmns, Hautboy,
P'.U v A coupler for the oreat
A compound pcdalr.

available account f.r. P. 3. % O

Accord to g thlé ,rgsn In the churc

Ce church architect”.

during December ’5 ' knowledge of It

mystery. Evidently

A

p riles Of Messrs. Cooper,



nsked to undertake the large-scale extensions to

he

S pmxI'B Church just before 1883 the year in which the

t.

iew organ was installed. Certainly the following statement

the wntnl Mercury supnorts the theory that there was

, pipe organ used in the Church before 1883:

the Church has hitherto had. D

-M fact that St. Paulln Church purchased a new Alexandre”

.4 that a aerrnhlne of ten stops "lately used in St. Paul s

Church" W, to he sold hy auction, danuery 1864 Is further

corroboration of the above theory.

Ir i,a0 the concerts given In support of St. Pau a

ha* been re er e A A A org,n completed by
¢, rch and the ne A bishop Colenso consecrated
"he Church er out the extensive
.n nd>ked to 1J
Kr. p. 3. unton was a,- A organ made by
alterations ttl' orTnn Works London W:6
2) M - 24 NoV- A 6 advert.

68, 192.
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YJv asked to undertake the large-scale extensions to

gt paul'e Church Just before 1883 the year in which the

ew irgan was installed. Certainly the following statement

A the Nntnl Mercury aupoorts the theory that there vas

n0 pipe organ used in the Church before 1883:

'*Or finally the choir was seated in a gallery

the Church has hitherto hat..

,h, fect th«t St. Paul'B Church purehared a new Alexrndre”

harnonium of '0 ntopa for the aum of ,70 in Novemher 1863.

»nd that a aer.phlne of ten stops "lately used In St. Paul's

Church- was to he sold hy auction” January 1864 is further

corroboration of the above theory.

m 1880 tin concerts given in support of St. Paul a

ch.rch and the .n, AN Blehop Oolenso eonaecrated

the Church end organ out the extensive

b

alterations to the church.

London was

H Q*e *9

M- 84 NOV. 16«- r- advert.

3) « dm. 1864. P-»" 7

x\ nn. '8. 19/-
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,t metalled Toy him hut by the Maritzburg firm of organ
,Uliderr-, MeeerB. Duffill and Sons "late of York (England)"
Y10 moved to Durban in March 1883 and eatobllehed themaelvee”?
. ianoforte tunerP and organ bulldere" In lomrerclal Road.
v the conaccr-ition Service flap Sarah Elizabeth Duffill, the
ter of C. G. Dufflll,the senior partner, played the
(... r. Sh* held the port oforganist at St.Paul’s until

her death in June 1885.

;, ;oecificatlon of theorgan wav given as foV vs:

' 1. 3
Qraivt: Open DImp'ton 8': Dulciana Tenor r
Tenor C 8
s s .K -ss .iT r s s a 1 s 1
Oom o of)an ¢
Pedal: Boun.yd 16°.
A S.. to to P=«.;
Th,,. compo: tic, Pe4.l» to the Great Organ. A
"« Preliminary trial a< m church 6nd officially
erir wnF erected '
ro months the org = . the programme

pened at a Sacred core H o n ~ # , —

" euVe OhUreh '

) A .Blarch IS1" e »gt, paul'e Church

) JjM. 21 March 1888. P-

;Xxtension". A advert.

i) N.M. 19 Oct. 1 8 0 ,The Congregational
. % col-

f) N.M. 87 March 1885, I-



included a few organ soloe played "by Mi88 D uffill and

1)
excerpt8 from the better-known oratorios sung by the choir.

The opecificntlon, which haa not been altered since the

organ was built, is at follows:

Great: Open Diapason 8'; Daleiana 8°;
Principal 41; Piute 4': Clurabella;
fifteenth 2’; Clarinet Tenor C 8%*,

Swell: Open Diapaaon 8'; Liebllch Oedact E';

Vox Angelica 8*; Oemahorn 4';

Cornopean 8';
Salicional 8'.

Pedal: Bourdon 16"'.

Coupler! : Sw. to Ot.; Sw. to Pad.; Ot. to Fed.

A fter the opening of the organ at the sacred concert

referred to the hatnl Mercury of 9 May published a

criticism of the or n which was somewhat scathing.

Allowing for the possibility that the writer msy have been

slightly prejudiced e elnst the work of local craftsmen In

organ hull ling, t should he remembered that the work of

the stops may have been faulty. The writer of the a- -le

considered the main defect of the organ to be a -thinness

a lack of mixture power and lack of depth In the bass

tones", and this he attributed to too great an eagerness

for economy on the part of the organ cocalttee of the church

who desired as big an organ as possible at the smallest

possible cost. Another 4100 would have made possible a

much superior instrument, on Improved spedileatio!

suggerted an follows: /. Stooped Diapason 8’ Instead o

Dulclann; Mixture 3 ranks instead of the Clarabella;

Dulclana on the Swell Instead of the Vox Angelica®

1) See p. *'547.

, coi. 2,"The Congregations..
2) HeM. 9 May 1885. P*
Church Concert".



(wood*):>tpee 16’ inctea<? of the 3alicional on the Swell.

TUe specification choaen by the organ builders was evidently

eaynested by the Henry Willis or“*an which they installed

;n gt. Paul's two years earlier.
2)

» and a few years later improvements were made.

The organ was renovated

Toward, the close of the century a hydraulic blower was

tided. When tne new Congregational Church in Allwal Street

w mcompleted in 1J03 the organ from the Smith Street church

M8 removed to it, and a larger hydraulic blower installed

by Mr. W. Kemp of Marltzburg. However, the new blower was

discarded in 1917, after which the old hand blower was

Ufed. W. Kemp overhauled and cleaned the organ in 1922.

In 1937 it war completely rebuilt. The entire action

became clecto-pneumatic, new pipes were added, and an

electric blower InetaVed by Messrs. Cooper, Gill and

Tomkins (Pty) Ltd. of Johenreaburg. The re-openlng and A

.on 30th June 1937.

-he In.it of the nineteenth century organa to be

inetalled In a Tom, church wne the small two-manual inatrment

of the Prerbyterlan Church In Co”erclal Road presented by

the Hon. A. V. campbell Be?*. ereeted A

front of the pulpit*®

~7Z "The Congregational
1) % /. 9 May 1MG, P' '

Church concertm. Ao,0rgnn Recital".
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vith a ROBB hydraulic engine situated under the organ

A Aer. Great care VOE taken by the organ committee of

the church to ensure that the organ was satisfactory in

,, » detr.il, and before it WHS despatched from England over

500 organrete were invited to inspect and play it. At the

".peninr service Mr. R. H. Macdonald the Borough Organist of

Durban wn. asked to play n solo, and it was he who became the

Mrrai it iri succession to IT. Holden. The specification

of the organ was av follows;

Clarinet 8.

Principal 4'; Tremulant Stop.

p~dal: Open Diapason I f; Bov:ruon 1lo

Ped.

Thip org,n h«6 rerved the Church for over 60 years

and
,, abandoned as recently as 1959 .hen It became infested
.1th borers. The ne. instrument was installed in March
2)
1959.
With the growth and development of the Berea as a
Which stood in the old graveyard m *!*««-—- 1J.
-------------- — .nulled by Messrs. Cooper, 0111 and
grbjn. ~ 7> eol. 4. "Presbyterian
Sop nlno j. W " '
Church Organ". by Henderson, 290 Moore

2) Prom information FUTn
Road, Durban.



consecrated in June 1864. [t is unlikely that anything

»,0l.e than a small harmonium woe ever used there. hfter the

completion of the present Church in 1898 on the site of the

Old Berea Hall in Mungrave Road a "New Connoisseur'" Reed”

org,m WHB requisitioned for the church at a cost of £70.

wne a modern harmonium, and was the only instrument

Lea In that Church unt'l 1303 when the present two-manual

or.-an manufactured hy Henry Willie and Sons waa Installed.

A Berea Congregational Chapel was In existence in 1867,

situated at the cormer of Botanic Cardens Hoad and

St. Thomas's Rond. The Berea Road Congregational Church

St the comer of Berea and Muegreve Roads was completed In

the year 1880. One of the first church commitments was the

raising ,f funds for a her mlum and this started the series

of Friday concerts. In December 1887 the Church was totally

destroyed by flre” During 1888 It was rebuilt on the

same site and called the "Musgrave Road Congregational

Church". in 18-W Mr. Ueyrick Bennett, one of the Directors

of Uesars. Randles Brothers and Hudson, presented a pipe

organ to the church!

the two-manual Instrument which is
till in use. It wee manufactured by Blnna of Bramley,

Leeds and was Installed In 1903 with tubular-pneumatic

action and the following specification:

Or-at:

Pl atfi d’Anore » o E 1l1& 15 Sf
n . Llmbllch Oedact 0

.
9

Tremulant.

1 6» "St. Thomaa'a Church

1) NM 28 Muy If @' * ,BereR Road Church Burnt1

2) JUA. 20 Dec. 18'". P- A Musgrave Hoad



E-aai'

M §SSs" ft s T k ~ 1S S§ S ! t

to at..; at. to ped.; Sw. t® Ped*
Three comporttlon pedala to 't.;

tnre
coim-'orilion pedals to

"we AA

Tr.e Berea Precl yt. rlnn Church situated at the cormer of

organ fund was Inaugurate with a eerlee of concerts, the

,irst of which took Place In I1'oremher 1888. Put there Is

no record >f an organ In the OLv-ch before the present

century, end the origins end history of the Instrument that

wse installed early In this century are rather obscure.

There Is a one-manual metri'nei.l built by Walcker In 1880

with 14 not-. ,nd p '* 1 board of 27 notes that stands today

WSS formerly in the B-rea Presbyterian Church where It

Stood for about SO years until Its removal in 1936 to the

Church in *r,.th Stre t/

The action Is all mechanical, and

except for the tremulnnt added In 1937 -he origin

specification and action have remained unaltered:

principal V: Mixture 2 ranks

Pad! la: OCC to D ( 7 noter)

All 1s enclosed In a swell box.

One pedal brings
on the full orgnn.

Tomklno (Pty.) “ 1e



ruJgrave Roads was completed in 1893, but the organ which

I'P4 been ordered for the old church that stood on the site

1% the present schoolroom arrived about the middle of May

agisted by Mr. A. H. Duff, had the new organ installed. *

mr. 0. w. liethven gave the opening recital on 30 May 1893.

The organ was transferred to the new church about the year

1896 nnd remained there until about 1928 when it was sold

to the Oongreguti >nal Church, Florida Road where it stands

2)
todny.

The original specification of the organ was-.

swell .  Violin Dietaiyn g1; 3oliclonal &%
' O--nohorn 11.
Choir: Cnen Diapason S'; Viohl Flute B ;
p
X principal °© -
p.- 1HI . >on 16'.

Cooprl .- S.. to Pod.; Oh. to P-’d.; 3W. to Ch.

R, present ovgnn manu-',ctured by Noman and Beard wae

installed in the year 192]J.
“en the Town Hall (,resent Post Office) was opened

In 1836 it had a large recess at the end of toe main hall

generally ace-ptad a, t ' civic obligation of the people o.

Durban Ton, befora t8,, when the resolution to build an

, The firrt oerloim dlscuer-ionr
orgun war finally pa .

2) From information supplied by Hr. B. k. Lowe of






The

find

ster

ith the

407.



about buildinp an organ were opened in 1888 by

Mr. J* " 1Rr’ the Mayor. In the same year an Organ

Committee was formed and Mr. C. W. Methven was asked to

draw up a ruitable ipecification. The continued opposition

to the purchase of an organ is said to have originated

with one obstinate member of the Town Council who believed,
did many others in Durban at that time, thr better

’ralnage, sanitation and such other amenities as would make

the Town healthier to live in, thould have prior claim to

pny surplus fund.'. On 7 ebrunry 1895 Councillor George
p.v/ne made the proposal that tenders be invited for the
building of r suitable org n for the Town Hall. The
paaeing of the resolution was made possible only with the

backing of n petition signed by 427 members of the Durban

and Be-em Choral Union, a document which effectively
nullified & E&84Rkef memorial with only 209 signatures on It.
But even &% 13{8 a3 October 1893 the reservation was maue

that the B&W 8¥§a1111 might have to he paid for partly h” the
Durban

Wh

. the lower tender of £2.300 by
*enders called ‘or, i1t w;r

163.
"The Organ Scheme
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Messrs. Brindley tmd. Poster of Sheffield that was accepted!

This firm was a happy choice ar, they had recently (in 1892)

completed the installation of the City Hall organ in

Maritzhurg. The Durban Town Hall organ arrived on

20 September 1 <94 with r. W Kemp who took about three

months to inet 11 it. At a ceremony on 19 December 1394

Mr. C. W. Methven who had prepared the specification opened

t ¢ new organ. With the approach of Christmas the occasion

Me! lah by e ) m<Vbevs of the Durban Chcral and Orchestral

Ur.i*n ¢ V icted by hr. Francis Crane assisted by Mr. A.H. Day,

the Borough Organ t of V.rritzburg. A short history of the

Drgan ID to be found in the book of words prepared for the

redalr. There are 50 atope

. Details of the specification
action 10 tuhul r-pneunatlo.

re given below:

Exhibition Orgrn )- City Hall was

the Maritzburg
2) Destroyed when

in 1898.
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Swell:

Piccolo(mctal) 2' ; Echo Cornopean 5
0"boe(metal) B’; Cornopean(metal) 8°;
Tremulant to Swell.

Choir: Lieb Ich louraon(wood)16*; Violin Diapason
(metal) 81; Lieblich Oedact(wood, metal) 8 *;
Vox Angelica(met81) 8'; Flute d* Amour (metal) 4%;
Piccolo(metBl1)2’.

Solo atope In separate swell box:

Harmonic Flute (meti l); Violoncello (imitative)
(metal): Vox Human« (metal); Orchestral
{)boe(metf 1)y Clarinet (metal); Tuba(metal);
Tremulant to Choir.

I Double Di paeon (cloeedX wood) 32* ; dreot
Open Di:pavon(wood)1t'; Violone (wood) 16 ;
3ourc >n(wood )16' ; Flute (wood) 8' ; Principal
(wood)81; Violoncello (metal) 8°; Bombardon
Qnetal) I't'.

Ch. to Ot. inison; Ot. to Pec.,
Sw. to Ped.: Ch. to Ped.;
to pedrl Organ. 1

3U months b,for, the orgsn -n, Inetelled the Town

m,V cmnidered the appointment of the fleet Borough

.-mlat at a salary of £120 pe- annum (.nh 'he prlvl ege

pointedto -la critlclsms of theorgan

re ntarteu, hut W ore V-, complBl,,ed

iat the pedals -ere alo .er W J~* —

"m programme and Book

s, _ .+ a T,me 1894, P- »e



nnother that the full organ war '"smudged" and indistinct”?

The idea (instigated by Mr. P. P. Churchill) that the tubular-

oneuiiatic action of the organ was defective soon spread.

tr W Kemp who had installed the organ denied that there was

.. -/thing wrong with it. A few generations have been well

<tiefied with the tone and action of the Town Hall organ,

Jld even today organists are happy to play on it, although

the action is rather antiquated.

r. K*mp never left Ratal, but started his own organ-

ising buelnevs in K rlt%burg. When the new Durban Town

e-ai was be" r comnH ed in 1910 it was he who re-erected

the organ , new building with a new case and a new

Double Coen Diapason 32’ atop on the pedals. The thirty

additional olpee give the organ a more imposing appearance

in the larger hall.

thr cost of reps'- renovating the larger organa

. w. S. Wrtb,

.everal w eka replacing a lerge number of amnll pufiere

1 1 " " " " "
3m

t, tM ... Of W » .«»
clia.atlc confl! " e

the old tracker

aub tance; hut U led to a etrong-r « ,

action, at leant for the a m a lle r ~ 2

i, col. 2. TI‘%°Uer

Letter
¢ i April 1Mi'* %

o M, “npnlemont,

(

24 Apni 1098’ »* » ecola- >~



Town Hnll orl-an, now in the City Hall, and the Merit”"burg

Qity Hall organ have been eatisfactory for sixty yearr >r

r, -e in spite of the obsolete tubular-pneumatic action ana

tire lag between the uedals and. the reet of the organ.

cefeet which iv more noticeable in the Maritzburg organ, it

present the largest in Natal.
Organ building was practised as a vocation and as i

ofe. .ion. One of the "amateurs" was Mr. J. J. Tophrnn,
*1£> :,;,rket Master of Durban descrloea as "a practical mai

ylth London expenlenoe", in 1898 vme entrusted with tin

work if orrotlng s new org n in St. Snviour'e Cathertre.,

,oritzburg! ' end two years later with the erection oi «,

v jther monlfertatlon of hie ak'll and ingenuity la to be

found in St. Vary's churcn,OreyviUe where there la a two

Paul's cr jrch.

e «at. Bayi

S nn- o.loMr 1900, n. (M-

31 Oct. 1900, P. 5- 00
See p. .
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vine lag between the pedele nnd the ref %'v the $
-efect w>tlch is more noticeable it the 1v-it<t

rresent the lergert In Vt-tal,

Organ building wno praetieed « e vor*tlon *d »$ i

-ofeepion. QOmr >f the “emateure'* em If. J. t- o
tie ,, rket Ki-ftf r of Durban deaerib.-d if "« ' 't ' !

rith London er erleocr", who in K wd m «fv.r*-

*orX of erecting a new orgi n In fit. :b.vemur'r =

Marltzburg: «fl two y- r. UU. »uh V. --v "
In M
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Town Hril organ, nowin the City Hall, and the Maritzburg
City Hall org: n have'been satisfactory for sixty years or
Jre in spite of the obsolete tubular-pneumatic action and
,ime log between the pedals and the rest of the organ, a
efect which it itore noticeable in the Maritzburg organ, at
nreeent the largest in Natal.

Organ bu! Iding war practised as a vocation and as a

rXet 1  * r > Durl m described as "a practical man
, .h London experience", who in 1698 was entrusted with the
AM'; ,f erectin a new organ in St. Saviour’s Cathedral,

Unrltzb rg. «nd two years later with the erection of*an

» ,ther c,.nltestation of Ms skill and Ingenuity is to be
,und in St. vary'. Church,Oreyvine where there is s two-
msnunl organ which he assembled about the year 1906 front
o’d organ rarl ? *11 iam Throsaell. a member of the first

»u,b r. Philh.rr r.ic Society,built his own organ during the

3t. p u ' Chirch.

ployed ¢« . h n onium, " 1,'!l':

fTT. o ,urch Y'-r r" xXno#n.

lied by p

4" Williem Throroen 1,v'l,flHperconaliti e§ *)
31 Oct. 1900, p. b' C°



404

gome might have "been genuine organists who had "been
accustomed to laying the organ in an English village church,
lacking only the opportunity of displaying their skill in

B rev/ country. There were therefore no organ recitals In
purl n until ttv 1.r t church organs v-ere built. The first

recital >f - ich the™e ;e any record vas given in the West

1 W1 by Mr. G. T. Varley

I. Anc :t'" from the Fifth Symphony (Beethoven)
"Cujua Anirmu'" from Stabat Kater (Rossini)
"Corn' ilu. > * rch (Mendel, rolm)

«pe cf T L. e" (Dr. Sparks)

<. Rv- rc« in F. (Beethoven'

Mrch from So'-man (Costa; 1)

wr r. could not havebeen chosen to exhit it the

tonal resources o ‘¢ the new instrument as

plenty > ijr .or.. Ac.

W.th the potalM. exception of Item 4 none of It le real

organ nuelo. One of the first to Include a more generouo
organ:
V. from w m m
% "F ,r unto un hlia
4. .irs:ri." wW. = —_ —
r COl*« t
) rv .15 Jm. °~° oo I " itThe Wesleyan

a I'OIBe 4,0#
2) h.A. 15 Jan. 1 '’ v’

Church Organ". Morgan Recital".



Tn these enrly recitals not only was the organ treated

g ft substitute for an orchestra, but as a substitute for

voices. Handel'B more popular choruses from the oratorios,

P*oectally "Hallelujah" from Messiah were rendered as

solos even when there were the choirs in Durban to

Jng them.  Perhaps the most popular of all the famous

Viruses In an organ arrangement was '""The Heavens are

vV lng" from The Qrentton (Haydn). From the beginning of

),in recitals in Durban there was a marked reluctance on
. £ art of organists to play the standard organ classics.

wen Mias Duff*111 tri*d the new organ for the Congregational
Church In Smith Street, ehe pleyed excluelvely selections

from Mendel's Vee.leh. Haydn's The. CreHtlan and Mendelssohn's

A of nraleel" It Is not recorded anywhere that she

STsr played the standard works written for the organ. of

her technical skill little Is known, except that on one

le renowned
M c¢. W V-thven. a highly proficient smsteur.

number of organ orrangeme

(Wagner chIT.

—

fool. 8. "The Oon«’egatlOnal

i1 L K Aan”reh o 6, uyieddlng at St. Paul's".

2) 81 June 1A83' p' *’



6. Sonata \'o. 1 (Mendelpaohn).
. 1o 171" String “nart@t in Q minor
(Spohr arr. Y/odehour.e).

8. Organ Concerto in P (Htndel).
March from Naaman (Coota). 1)

hia cond recital on 11 October he chose organ

(Sumri , Lrirghetto from Mozartlr Quintet for Clarinet

stringr (K. >81) end "Hell -lujah" Chorus from ilepBiah

, ; 1Ji he - > > ty- 1 Boch'r Prelude end Pogue in
Ainor, : vorl which nccorc .ng to the press reporter was
eoto0!'f1V .11 e 1. !'et .ven’e technical sowers". From

t 10V 1 1 htconclude th: t there were two reasons fornot

incl .ding r. T - >f the vt ndard organ classics in recital
r - i i nee. preferred rauelc that wee featliar,

» Hlly un >-r. « >od. r.d colourful; and meet orgenlete lacked

progr devoted entirely to worke written far the

organ were rare; but one such programme wee played on

Of Mrri 1 7% urg

prelude and Aigue in

col. s, "Wealeynp Church Organ

1) N~*. 25 Mbrch 18 p
Recital".

2) N

3) M,H. 29 Jnn.



407

rendered |'lom ®" tnl '« wy their being alternated with conge,

txymiio and mthems sung by the St. P ui«B Church choir,

,nd "too technical" !or 1ne audience. He gave another

recital on thi; orr n on 127 July 1871 when he was assisted

by othi r mu ici; nr from L.aritsburg. Again he preferred to

pl;.y letriti ate rgan music, one of the works being Bach’s

0 1 rle nnd Fug'V' in A minor. This was his last recital in
3 irbnn. H' '1¢i on + November 1391. He was the most
7 ... >v: .tir - >> ¢ 1St. from Uaritzburg were the first

%r. d. W. iiethven was perhaps the only Durban

onth, of 1 .«J other organivte xletted Durban, no doubt with

a view to Bking th- aelve: Known and eligible for the poet

of orough Organist aoon to be created with the completion

or tne n . Town 11 -rgan. One or there was Frank L. Berne.
Who arrived from Bngl-nd In June 1893 »»d nettled in Durban

» « teacher of elnglng and organ ploying, giving organ

bAn in t <« » . After that he gave
< v for recitals.
1. trurient war not u A Onngregational Church
severel r citfil il > f Mendelssohn
(e pgr the works o1
or,mn rid nhow--' r t) Krom October 1893 he
AN
several >f whose sonata. hejW # -.]Z" —
1) HM. '30 Jul./ 1 '* i ,,Anew Musician".
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held the port of ort-nnlnt at St. Thomas's where, in fact,

there war, no organ. He left for Awustralia in September

1994 and settled in Adelaide.

At thi aerlod Moby became organict at St. Paul's
Cliurch, rnd ''v. X W Culllr worth (who had been organist

jit St. Paul's v was aj oointed >rganiBt at the Congregational

Jp, t "tt ' a t Str- t MX.leyan Church, a post which he

relln vu'-. t**r rears in 1)1 " Neither Mr. Swift nor

,t. Gu'llmg”~arth h d the technical proficiency to give
pe it ls. ut Ur. Hoby’a technical accomplishment and
u ici n hir wrrc extraordinary. He wap one of the first

in Durban to experiment * th th»* organ in combination with

vV T cl 1 tru  °t ;for which purpore”he composed

¥ N cer >fwy m hi -If: e Sonata for“cello and organ,

r. -1, w. St. ? iT< ¢ ,reh in October W9Sj another of

vy titled " rnte AUe”ro Oonnodo for
*« P" V? In

U 1 pror uau Hy rho.ed a preference for the
—u , rn “Departure of
1) N.A. 7 Sept. 1' o« v’ i, i, "Echoes of
“'P. Harnei " De(,. 1895, P-

th e M ff~» A
n.»nt 1 Oct. 1893, P. 6,

Si sunntcment 7 So’. "

b






Al»x M Ifint
g n*1 ' #*.)Pt x-i*lcm.
*rU + &'’ t century.
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wcOT»er 1894 the puMle of Durban won, Klven th) opportmUy
of attending regular recitals. The great tonal range and
poser of the new Instrument tempted organists to pia, eTaPy
una of music to ahow off Us capabilities. For as long as
recitals co-tlnued to he a part Of t.,e musical 11f, of Duban
organist o have leen under obligation to cater for
two k: ' ’ 1IRticnere: the many who wished to listen to the
rendering of popular melodics, and the few who had a
particular ondneon tor the organ and Its nmole. The
progra : eo being designed to provide something for everyone
there were no '"connoiseeur" concerts.

Mr. Methven opened the organ on 19 December 1%¥94 and
gav-' a recital on 4 December, playing on each occasion a
f-w popular pi ?C"s which Included War March of the Priests
from Athalle (Mendelssohn), "Largo" (Handel), the Pilgrims'
Chor le from Tan:\>iMjAP er (Wagner), a few simple pieces 'y
Batiste an 1 9ut1 irvnt, and the -tom Fantasia by tfely.
Mr. A, H Dm; fi a Maritzburg visited Durban and gave a few
recitals In the Interim period between these orenlng recitals
and the arrive! In February 1896 of Mr. Kuna, *ne first
,rough Organist. Mr. Day demonstrated a number of
possibilities, including the notorious stunt of depleting
s-ims. At one o' hi, recital. Weber's Concerts” In

? lor piano! and orchestra -as perfomed, the organist P.sy na

a transcription of the orchestral part; and in add o

\ Hl HIBO included a -
Fanfare M 1Utaire (Lemneo A (Mendelssohn)

representative organ classics: Sana
and Prelude and Fugue on P. A
J ocl. 8, '"organ Recital".

1) EIM =8 Dec. 1894. P- ' A adveTt.

K 1L fu”*w - "y 1IM t¢
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ntoent ’e Kun, ae Boroiigh OrgBnIBt wzp

o« “ tf,In aft9r "" loeel conatdnta® in Du-Bgp

recorimenrted”by O.mrlee Snntley) had been turned down ae
y as

"uneultable". Mr. Kunz, trained by the organ'!at of St.

Wary'
cw"' rb irgh, wo; »l;a a Bachelor of Music 8%
oxford Ind ok:ie to Durban with a high Musical reputation
ir v'' '1 ' from earn- of England's most prominent

Llc; r.: A. G. Mackenzie, Dr. Stainer and Profeet,or
(iec t d > u A" the time of hie appointment he was
"ye r. ol . A re; mrceful iiBlcian, he proved himself
m it in 36 - - ebrunry ve: attended 'by over 1,000

>ple v the 1ilc lie o Krch there were no indications

e * m - %

->r irpan music had waned. But
>tl: - ¢ r iln Ton/ in Durban. His

;)nv :itl >Ra* 1»hi flour, ouch as riding down West Street on

U, let, nd hi; or -.ring in rather "sporty” clothes at

some the V :c-rtf h* cot noted, may have prejudiced the

nllltet- 3 KK f t hir tuccea, as the leading musician in the
or,- rcle 1"V« never been . popular fora of
; rt, lit ent in Durban, and although free recitals commenced
arch m -B n-v-ny of listening to the large concert
" 0, .ore off. The nore accessible these recital.

,,,P appreciated they -ere. In A .

of the reeltall was rxplni” jnjln: -

col.

U _. oo . ' iB' . "Corporation Organ
O CO*. "1
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1)
hie nol:y Pl ying. Shortly -rter September 1895 he

to Johannesburg where he appear® to have met with little
succe. t. 'S atter that he decided to return to Edinburg-
where some years later he became musical director of the
Empire Palaca of Varieties. He re-visited South Africa
in 1-03 as a member of the Van Bierne trios/)

J " ganlsts o: high musical reputation were in
Durb;n during 1695. hr. A H Day and his wife (an
accompli, hed inni.t) visited the Town again in July, thjt

ti vith th- 1-.ritz urg Orchestral Society under their

e'in net . A QOa:.p: *11 Rowlands. On Saturday 13 Julx
lor. 1" .. Day p ayed together in a performance of
orehe tra, the orchestral part being play S an organ

trr.r crinti >n; and r. Day gave a performance (with the
). 1 in C (Handf 1*.

In 1° rnnh h or d y, who had be*n organist at Alexandra
Palnco Lor on r ¢ -t the MIT )urne Exhibition of 1889, toured
S)uth Airico as " recitalist. He came to Durban from
Kiml crl ey, md then proceeded to Grahamstown. wnP 'r

ip.nn*nt irg aring September where he wee hoping to give
re-i tele or. the new St. Mnry'e Ohureh organ. He sought
that in order to realise that ambition he had to pay a fee

to the -or ,ugh Organist ,nd hire both the Town Hall end the

1) 1! July 18V5. s, =°1- « “Or** Recltal™

eine cellist, brought a theatrical

col. 1, ndvecrte)

tug:\*. p. 4. COL 4. "Dremeti * duelcel

ne. three-man,rallnetrument?Ith”*atopa-. *

opened on SB September I .
in Johan cnburg.
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ergon, which would. Involve him In a r yment of 15 gulneae.
nevertheless he ga-. recital In Hay, choosing works written
expressly for the organ: Grand Toccata and Fugue In 0 major
(Bach), Pastorale In A major (Oullment) and The Storm
(Lemnens): and a second recital In December when, as a
crmdiftttte for the root of Borough Organist recently

relinquiv.hed hy Kunz, he ployed the programme eet by the

Organ Committee:

1. Sonata 'fo. 1 (Mendelssohn).
Selection from Faust (Gounod).
3. Offertoire in D (Batiste).

4. Tlirprovii atlon on a theme set by the Organ
Committee. 2)

With a bunch of high encomiums from tome eminent English

:u ciam (Dr. F. Oureley, Frederick CoY/en, William T. Best
Ctv -ler Santley) Bradley decided to settle in Du..-ban as

, -uf ic teache%. In December 1895 he planned a series of

rlx recitals to e devoted to yome of the finest organ music:

)

T first of there recitals took place on 89 December 169:-,
but y that time the new Borough .rg.nl.t was reedy to assume

Ilr. Wi-Itham s .... another applicant for the post of

Borough Org-nlct, was the t'tr. t iouth Orh t)

misabeth. After Vic:ting d o h aneesbu”1"*TJL -

2
NotesT
», 4 Dec. 1B96. P- » A '
a col. 2, advert.
4) to 37 Dec. i1e.». '¢ " ,DramfiUc ana Musical

S) N.A. 4 July 1896. P- *« 00 1
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c&me to Durban in December and gave two red tain; the
first of these was a test recital on the above programme.

Ifter whlch he b‘came a favour!to for the cost, being

described aa 'the able t organl!at of those heard in the

0oLl ° 1 ; . too wan unlucky, being passed over in
1 1 * ' aton Iwi-caonald, the successful candidate
o* % ot korough Organist in succession to Mr. Kunz.

o ‘e ® ”don,. 1d wa. ;orn in Buenos Aires and went to
London at the age of 6. H< was a good organist at the age
of ° ' entered the Royal Academy of Music when he was 16.
In 1 J1 vt thf age o: 13 he v/on the Henry Smart Organ

3ch C r .1 »valuel nt 100 guineas, and this enabled him to

he "s eemv I include cour. ¢ in musical composition under
wre rick C>rc sr. His first appointment in South Africa
wae in 1 >5 when he became organist and choirmaster of the
Pret :.rtrri -% Cr irch In Kimberley. Macdonald’s first public
pp irmcc as an organist in Durban was on 34 October 1395.

v, - ,e hi. first recital as the new Borough Organist on

FThT-' PHit tire (Schub-rt

Uradonald io r“nem'bered of one of Durbnn'o ftncit mueiolano.

Or,, n pi,,.in, wor. on" ,rt of Me totel commitment
Jact innld. ,
iccrt 1L

3 col. 6, "organ Reeltal".
v. in Jon 1896, P« Vv’



n Id, organ!t-t, conductor

ed e0i” 3i



mufliCBl lire of the Town:' In an attempt to raauaeltate the
moribund civic choral eocletlea of former yeara he formed
the Durban Mualcal Aaaoclatlon to ahlch he devoted moat of
tus energlee. Ae Borough Organist he played regularly
twice weekly In the Town Hall; and what had originated In
1895 ae Saturday evening reel tale became Sunday Evening (or
Sacred) Concerto at which local artiste assisted In providing
B v.-trled vocul and instrumental entertainment. Admission
to these Sacred Concerts, = Ach were held when the evening
chur?h services were over, was never more than a shilling.
Weel:-day recitals were usually free, a collection being
taken no a snail contribution to the expenses of the concert.
The major portion of this expense was borne by the Durban
Corporation, and it was soon accepted by them that such
coi.certe would continue to be run at a loss. The mid-week
recitals given on a Wednesday afternoon at 4 o'clock were
mainly organ recitals. The only attempt to vary the
entertainment was the Inclusion of a lew songs in the
program: e.

Macdonald showed a preference for a number of organ
works and organ arrangements that recur In his program,.,.
Some of hie favourites were: Fugue In I flat known as
"St. Ann" (Bach); Organ Concerto In B flat (Handel);
Allegretto in 0 minor from m m "SXSISS. C”*elsaohn”;
Festal llarch (Bmert); Overture In D (Heart); — 1 March
and Hymn of the Seraphs (o i1tWant); other., which spp A

in hi. programmes less frequently ware: Organ sr !

n r ; r 1 r1
Thejireauon (Hay )e , "lon”*"Qvertm.

from the Violin Concerto (Men

of his Hie organist at

13 "nn n
. ) ) _k %



(Hnnrtel), Toccata in P from the Fifth Symphony (Wider),
Marche Milltatre (Schubert) and "Oujua Anlmam" from stabat
MUr (RoBoinl).

Other works he played because of their immense
popularity; they could have been part of the repertoire of
any or* :n. .t 01 the period: "Cornelius" March (Mendelssohn),

Cavatinr (Raff), Marches from m and hmrnm (Costa), March

from Tannhfluc-r (Warner), "Lar o" (Handel), Coronation

. rch from La Proph&tc (Meyerbeer) and Intermezzo from
Qav.' Ilerin Hurticnr.a. (Varcngni).
For one .o fully dedicated to his routine duties as

r n. t, cor'tictor and teacher Macdonald composed a great

| i.: ¢ 11 Inc. : it is therefore surprising that

ppc - t v ! Ldered the organ as a suitable medium

- 0 wn Vvic, or, if he c.id compose organ music,
t we ®-=V.-T

ey of It a public performance.

or nlstp ho vt. ited Durban did often v ay their own

..,e ,r ;n r. ilia'.a U. vuly 1696 and included at least one

01 hie own con. .onions! Prank Proudn.cn from Kimberley

,h, fi-at a,v,ear.d at a Sunday concert in th Town Hall on

S. col. 3. "Mr. Asham’s Organ

an organ tram." m

) M, 16 oct. 1,00. P. 6. 3

Concert".

"orchestral Society a
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in, *ruments. Sxperlmente were tried usually with success,
hut no: ictiraes with utter failure. Mr. A. E. Hears once

played «Tae death of Uelson" as a trombone solo with organ
accompaniment and

n

e ¢« rti. tea ard aw< lence alike were not

. mu'rt -*30 Lrotfht the recital to p
cinclusion,

>re K e w ull programme for the harp and the

e m vLth . > )i-or ch 1 etrument alternately through the

ir. w* W, Tie harpiat and organist combined for a
*
1« v =nl Lth ( =m*) and ::r. Macdonald (organ) on
violon-
fon
violon- -forte
j c v.""le-"* MI8r L r. ort (pi no,) and
r. Mc n- : (or m' it u D.MA. concert in the Town Hall

35)
on 11 Deceml fr 1397.

In the aba nee if a permanent municipal orchestra

»

t tret pro-- -h !" leal Director, the Town HrU organ ...

were ,f ¢ ,,r - e--ny concerts which offered the public good

.ice. Orr-n recitals, varied by the inclurion of other
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instrument*®. Experiments were tried usually with success,

Plcyod 1,0 death or nelson" as a trombone solo with organ

eccompanlment and

"Mt "' tea and au< Lance alike were not
.lrry. when J.50 brou,:ht the recital to a
cinclusion.” i)
Par >re a ' taV e wr ull programme for the harp and the
irran  Lth t)] "or ch in. trument alternately through the
"r? " > The 1 erpi-.-t and or; anlat combined for a
' h 'I'; " no". Thia r cltal was prerented
e-v.. I1f1 ( rp) 1 lincdonald (organ) or
violoii-
forte
|
violou - . —forte
y. V. ()c- )), MiBO L nr-ort (piano) and
. i v V it ‘ D.y.A. concert in the Town Hall
on 11 1>"c¢cr I1'
In th- nee >f ” permanent municipal orchestra

e rr.t > v- Vv.le 1 Director/ the Town tell organ .as

o :
, m concerts which offered the public good

'

>» r.r. 11 Kerch liu'. « !

A) 3c p. 9-
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soloists in the programme,were available to all admission

lor v] \ OrL uni, t;; was rank Proudman who relinquished the
post in 1919; and since that time the organ recital as a

form if musical ntertalnment lias steadily declined.
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CHAPTER  3SV>r;TB2tvT

Cr.,QLU3IQN.

The ydm* 1900 is a convenient closing c'lste for a

-1V md, Leing the end of a century and the
1 se 1 *tae Mct rian era. It t0 mloo the year in
lc Di . n* ¢ reached .tv highest ooint of achievement

th  y1fuletion wuch inflated by the influx of refugees

m - * o r r Inhabitants, found the early months
M e itt - .1 events of the early years of the
Vitif o -*nt'\K le that the Victorians of Durban had
Ot IR ivlcal legacy on which future

mn. ' « 'cou" ; Till . Everything that «aa tried in the

w t7 ! "r t in the nineteenth, centory.
A- th- -in. ing of the twentieth oentary Durban was
S | with a Town Hali end its three-manual organ, i

Urg- '"we t end" theatre-the Theatre Royal which after
being renovfed n few timer since 1882 was mmde as

=0. .ortn.le nn airy as architects and builders could mmke

i
in

,Itr

queen Victor in 1 A Bulldingec.
It stood on the present site



of ere L; noaentlmentabout oreeepving old halls and theatres
- Town Hall,
ter civic hall of

i larger new Town

vV r "It In the centre of whnt were formerly the Town

loyal has been told
tre in West street

became ’hornt mV Bio, cone, but before that (about 1908) was

. 1 > 're it %y ,-r -nophone recitals by fir. T. A Oonaby,
vi ) >u ¢ tat- . .1 c¢ Hall for the :ame purpose. The

-1 ilt-ity w1 if » io lion mand the bioscope in the first

lev ‘'e if ttv r<.<nt <century w s an ominous sign for the

fU- arc jyic, M iecially the establish..- institutions of
-0 mVEro the t - Itre. There signs were already apnarent

Int ' 'o In* v nn o! the la tcentury whenthe xir"t
phonogra h onc-rt, ware held In Mercury Lane and the

, ¢ H 1:n: Wolfrara’f Bioscope offered entertainment

on 3-itur a r.i ts in tht m| mle

In aalte of there threats to the future of the concert

the the tre Durban,.u teal societies at the beginning of

end two iroheptraa for a population (soon to be reduced by

~return of refugee;,to the Transvaal) that was not large

b

enough to e the continuance of these socictica

.ho was handiaa, . AA A tl, Charles Hoby

i) See P. 38 et seq.

f
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or thi Curing the first five yeers of the century Mr. Hoby

ecn 6 "e Inr muBlcal Personality in iurbnn, being the
conductor of the D.M.A. and the D.0.S., and the Bijou

Orohe. trn after the retirement of Mr. E. Letcrd 1n 1908;

nnil  hv ; Acting orough Organist while Macdonald waa
on leave. The merging of the D.M.A. and the D.0.3. waanot
permitted a 'nrmnnent arranpement rp the first was an

"+ 10 n ' tha D.0.3. a society mainly supported
by )Vec ; lonnls. When Macdonald on his return from

Sr.Elnnd discovered that he war no longer acceptable to the

D.M.A. he jited the eras Choral Society in December 1903

f0l1 DX )f ' new ci-ty wai fully justified. It wasto
VI>v: the resident o on the Berea with a choral society
" invi- - ; convenient local practice centre", the hall

Th" e« in oh/- ¢ of the Society was however that of

*atlmu’ i'tn-s the interest in good choral
lc. and of .'iving public Perfomnces from
ti e to tir'?”.
T 1, 3 cl.-tv breams the "Durban and Berea Musical Aaaooiatlon"
in Mrch 1107 when the D.M.A. and the Berea Choral Society

.re a " int'd; both ..... therefore, benefit from the

a ,ual :.ub:.idy granted b th. Durban Corporation. This

"
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WnS the 8trOnKer °f the aOBoclatlone ana Malnly

responsible for the suceeseful perfomance of large choral
worhs given In the Town Hall between the years 1903 and 1907
Macdonald's lest concerts as conductor of the combined

aaeoc iona were the performance of Sullivan's The Oolden
Legend in July 1mv, a disastrous failure]' and a performance
of Handel'e Megblah In December 1907. He died in February
1908 at the nge of 35.

Prank Proadman followed closely in the footsteps of
Macdonald, and hia nooointment to the position of Borough
Orgar 1st In 1908 wne a popular one. He was already well-
known in Durban and since hia departure from the Towr; in 190'
had founded and built up with tremendous success the
Kimberley Musical As; tciatlon. Automatically he was elect-;;
cond ictor )f the "D.MA" ns it was now callod reverting to
*he ns >f the origins association of 1896. Proudnan
remained in office until 1919 when he returned t- Kimberley.
and the D.M.A. c-ms to have continued until after the year

3)
1930.

In 190*" Hoby left Durban "on a £ .ort trip" but never

lost Its firmer strength end vitsllty.

vet.rsn Durhsn horn-pleyer Mr. 3. Monhsupt conducted, but by
the end of 1906 orchestral music In Durban «a- on the ie

and although a scratch orchestra ofabo ,t 26players wr

usually a pooai DIl Ity, th. need fora P«— oA

N X m S a S

3) He died In Kimberley In 19«. o !
op. cit. p. 388.)

Royal Marines at Ohftr
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orchestra become preertng. m Aueuet 1906 Mecdoneld nd
an

a
movemerit to ert. bUeh r Durb:n orcheetra, tut there effort.

rerr. to hove cone to nothing, end Durbar, had to wait for

Society ' M,h ctiorue and orcheatra in 1910 for the purpose of

vn r 111.

nci'ii'r. co’triVjti -n to the musical life of Durban

t- rt y. ‘11! h .her concerts were exclusive
t rt in 'nt rrter. what murt have been one of the
‘ir t re : r .trir - utrtetr ir Durbar and gave concerts in
3)
<v Me re - *i n ac order t >visiting ch""her ensembles
t: vesr: i A* w.oe: Van 'U”rne'c Trio in 1903 and
Chemievr : "r:o * 0 first visited Durian in 1909 ana

In f: letter art of the nineteenth century

,u fir. t ¢cUl i to fan.: 1» 176 he brought to Durbar
the corner of e
June ivl } m 3t. Thomas’s

th< A 11o. 'mi

3fie p.
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two 'eno.B ,nn two baritones, used to perform on the Berea

porulsr of the male vocal quartets was however the Natella

(baritone) , V. u ter (bass) - m Interesting revival

It "1- nineteenth century glee-slngerr!'

il Dur @ '1 Voice Choir w v started by Francis
Or ’- 1 A i: IV.r e) iir waa the Berea Glee Union
> 1 re-ruanei®* o# the choir of PC male voices conducted
t" 1a, > '"d th "Olecmen of Durban'; and
ver el £-y « r old. ‘“bout tv yeare ago he restarted
e ... t, -:t.r - an.

Concert P rty from London brought baci

i, ctecr rtto Harrylvans'* 1« Vole. Choir of 1911

the purvt LJim ' Choir startmby Elsie Purvis In IvOS

with 30 voices selected from singers in Msritsburg and

-m: fie ’r-’iv  >. ! !

) ,r 9 ecee ol H traneo - 2

2) r<'( p. 97.

5) In 1910.



treined - two In pnrtiouler: the All,el Congregations!

jlmroh Jhoir trained V, 'tarry flvnnr, end the Smronuel

Oftheflrnl Choir trained by Bererford Smyly ,h0 mode hie first

' :r""'" In Dnrtr'm 11 1901 ,, , ringer of humorous Irish
For. Cholr-tr- inlng » r closely associated ,1th two Durban
11 : *1 r 1'hy's !'"atf I Dchool of Music in
XjurV. G>" ¢ " Af'vi o ritutv «d at Thorn* Lodre (near
tec- L r ) % I. V- H- ind in- ugurated in June 1910.1
t r dmr c3i stri were the organ recitele
uMy ;e o ut twice we* ly in the Town Hall on the
te " mi- 1 (eeltali of th, lart century.

it. r ajc rt w rA ivAn 1lv choral end orchertral societies,

; t m tt c*lo: F wen tM concert! which introduced

It 1. it-ur - ticavy received and eeversl

» , chile ' in t Durt n in the last century made a second

= Ut, M-ric in !*»: -other . a "™aame Alh.nl who re-visited

vitdDurb n in 1904. and the blind organist”

f + famous contrrito - the most outstanding

Rum”™ord crane to iMi’t‘?

offered tuition in



treined - two In pnrtieuinr: the AHwel Congregational
;hurch Choir twined b- lorry Svonr, nnd the amenuel

Oethedwl Choir twined by Bereeford Smyly who mode hie first

, V t-ri*--nee in Durt-n ir 190b or - singer of humoroue Irish
o, . 0! elr.ti-Inlnr Clo- ely neeoclr ted with two Durbon
° m 1 4 in ; nnd jirie Purvir's
Dun ' 'r P 'ui T feturted fit Tl orpe Lodf-e (nenr
1)
f:h'* "' T ul + metrt were the or -pn reeltele
iu 1ly r.eld fib ut twice w in the Town Hall on the
"6 1T t e - n h Or r wvyoitr-Ir of the lert century.
vV r e+ :* were .ven y ch> 1 :nd orchertral societies,
bt t ! ettr; celone v re th» concerts which Introduced

, C, net in >t Curb n in the last century made a second

th, Ch-ml v. 1 Tr°¢ Sir Walter Parratt the crgsr.iat

Vi: ted Durb-n In 1904, end tb. blind organist A

Rumford cmne to D""- li' 1 — ' "

—_—— - wii Ppd tuition in



™ETI0f « """9nt in the enrly WPt Of the century wee the visit
of th, Sheffield Choir under the joint conductors,

ith *he D.r.A. A Choir of 380 voices sung st the Coronstion

AL O 'n 6hr new Town ::oli in August 19H.

""n  irMer$3 Pnd InetrumentaliBts earned e

c et 3'ti Afrrc, with the fir: t Wheeler-Bdwardee

r . " r voice; Berecford 3myly had a

r v r til'i umn u n viol:' 'layer, organist end

' r e te 1<3. r 1 ter (in 1J12) conductor of the

e e v t- t 11" . Kr. 3. 0. Simpson

.r- t v-'rr t? " a ?inger Loth of oratorio and

'-r > [ A< orrert the roprano was in Durban
Vo t'v " r;' thii c<ntury before she went to

t' : » "r myrie or an oratorio singer;
m e,lIC ¢ (7 . 'f? nv Ireig) hada fine soprano

Vo o.. t - ¢ IVtic Ft- ¢ end produced operettas
i me>x -t >V» -m In 7% '"e

‘nurv n - ¢ . ,ere mo, Iintereeted in the music of the
n " ! Cn U Anptor of the Gnnetow

mv o, T he ' w % U % e ~ Vort 011,

OPcbertrn, m» Inter e»

durch choir.
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br,u ht , 1cnl Comea, Comnny to Burb™ In 1908;

1,0 . Vd ti.n Roy ° munte.Uen Opera Company (Manager

e, Pol'nra) In 1903. Mont of the latter company hod been

b

thc Aut*"Unn Juveniles who visited Durban in

- e tn s> u ,n,rd “"yne'i- Operatic Company brought
ie 1 orv >" the operettas of the

I V-K 0, Jonci (A'ldran) rnd In Pouoe'e

9 -C q)

n Int*r t giovm In the 2HI1 «rij_

- ( < i " 'ody- mmnere Commy st >-ed in
1) . m'w! 't hrok Pome of the old favourites:
rl Ife' , -11 pool (Leoncavallo)»

- m i % -ni;, Lucif. di Inmiernoor

DP- S, : (" -1 nee), T.ohcr.jirin. (Wtvgner) end

nn- ; P r). Onl ¢ -sher of the company, Ms? xlcke
.C R 1 LV ¢ ;3 -i.-ml 0 yr no end pi ntet, remained
t | AR

VnrL.Lle?:" . a t-u- of m«el= * _—

no w. i
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H° ”aCo0"' "Ul Vmt he '’ve Performeneer. In thin theatre for

over : r. Th, "Variety Concert" wee already in vogue

ch and ,,n=orrem
Otmo. Throe were open al, nhowa to which the public were

Th'f nt' v.; . Intended to draw the holiday
crowl mm  ru V'y nroi pered when the Theatre Royal was

Bo! ' n“ "' 'rti Lament war held at the Claimant
i it'*1 end nt the T ;g ve Hotel.

tr ri u ’ vltl D.HA. between the years

Y v<i :ert perior; ancee of F&upt

\Y% i), L.AIU. V« Hf*ce)-n useful compromise between
5 . v ni. i+11 e+: the theatre at a period when people
=t ¢ fei nt Ja'tified
.-0’- J th t >ryth t the chorus in opera sings

c- R bh . »r concerts were considered to be
:* ; to. f Vad not changed very mmch by the earlv

. HII-vr.v yenr nt Chrirt™,.; end et vcrioue

ro fv« e (r " -
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"Summar ~ e- (Hatton). Indlviaual soloiate kept olive o

"Come into the ¢ Men Mnua" (Balfe). '%en other lipe"

( »ire), "I ." or no foe" (Pineutl), "The Bay of Blscayl,

[ It

t1Vv iMe for fomone eingera to neke a very

auhat ntial living by tr, veiling round the world on a

1 Hf:; 1 wlileh Is what Madame Albani

Iri tr mml il irlc had It; beat exponent in the

.- 11 1 i ty. Ir the first few years of the

:\v L ift - jionem. used to listen to lerfomrmcee of
t r;ite (ilrieg) nr. the G”sre-h’oiaettg Suite
V. It -1', 5" >ert’s “Unfinished" Symphony, end
. ftp 3- my which Boon became a great
Em. = s °&6ncertos were dlnyed, the
;<. . » ¢ -¢' '"erm ent military bands in wuroany

O .- D,L.1I. 'nd Police Bands - and several which

o ; rd, e i tive piece.. Moat of the W concerts

s e id atth be h front, where the bandstand from the

.iwn O r e-uwn: p.-.erci-t-i; in I »1.

, I Lt T ting mmrperlnent in ublic entertainment at

which became vorld

"Homr- fv,r t Home . V -
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1)

century hnd Ur, sequel In the opcn-elr el fresce t acert8

which (when th, th r pemltted) took piece In the ground.

Of rome of the larger beach-front hotela m the earlier years

of thin century. In the year 1906 over 1,000 people used

t, c-owd Into th, iencorrum .inter harden, where professionals

s ir ~ -ctl entert: inmecr.tr remained within the

K*’ . At Tn t celebrity concerts wr-e due very

1 nn 1 t 1 r ; irit of collaboration betreen visiting

s T 1t t A rly ve rs of Lur" n’f nusicel history.



entertainments wereZ X ? n X [\ 2

century.
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r qyd "tr 8equel In the concertB

C' mth’ v ,T lﬁ!eaf toe* P1.0. 1. W A~
or of Mi A in the eBrUer yearg

or.ru- C,nwy.

1" "Wh Ir ' the 'encorr” Vlinter r, ra»n8 where profeeeionale
‘n  pl',vlded crowds with a variety show.
J- . ¢ v ~m leal eatcrtr.IMw.ts remained within the
Ic " ottty % the dl olty of the occasions, and
T A " »le mn. ttrac tea the crowds. Yet the
e o ® - =

-reat ¢ 1 brlty cmcerts wae due very

u ' r rl- ' collator; tlon between visiting

" -1 ; id this has "been evident



century.

RUiStLL Sr*tt T

L 31
r<ROAb KIKELT

ST K.LE.T

KIKD' B6 R 6 TRP&r



11.

12.

13.

14.
16.
16.
17.
10.

19.

20.

21.

414 ..

-“an of -irTnn

eivinfi®," /ter or firr.t cnnr.rt.

London Tavern (c. 1860)

Dr- w r 1I;rt End Hotel (c. 1850)
Mncdonnld'e Hotel (1852)
Winder'a Maaonlc Hotel (1857
Waod'a Maaonlc Hotel (1859)
Royal (Unaonlc) Hotel (I860)
Wesleyan Chapel (1852)
Kinghuret'B Store (1852)

Knight and King's Store (1852)
Will lam Palmer's Store (1853)

Breeds'a Store (1863)
Smith's Store (1856)

Government Schoolroom (1854)
Deer's Hotel (1859)

E’- no and Churchill’s Warehouse (1857)
Benlngfleld's Store (1857)
Acutt'o Auction Mart (1858)

M .onlc H 11 (1661)
County Hall (1864)

jonBcon'e tIRO-nlc toll (WW'

Court House (1066)

Snell *s Store (1660)

Council Chamber (1865)
Clarke end Pulleyn'a Stnre (1867)

preebyterlnn Church (1867)

Templnn0' Kell (1878)

b



Masonic ,,all, 3mlth street (1876)
(rebuilt)  (1BY6)

Convent Ladle,- College (St. Jo.eph't, (1876)
24. "Theatre Royal" (3ketlng Rink) (18w)

25.  Werlcyan Church Weet Street (i879)
26.

23.

: »inr Ledlee Collegiate Institution (1879)
hi’im*, Plano Snow Room (1S82)

28. Cl IfelloWB* Hall (1882)
Phlllefirmonlc Hall (1883)

Tlicr.tre Royal (1882)
3C. Town Hall (1885)
31. St. Joseph’8 Church and Hall (1887)
V2. Dart in HI -h School (1888)
33. St. Paul's Church (1989)
54. St. Pail's Schoolroom (1891)
35. 2 d Stand (1891
3. V ' ' d Slnttera VuelcSaloon (1896)

37. Jnckron Brothers Music Room (1899)



entertainment' inWihf laBt"entury!

Xiftt. <OV

»j 1

1

x»y ' t:/\ p. "sf vith dt.tee of first concerts.

1. Berea Schoolroom (1868)

3. Berea Hnll (1873)

4. Weeleyan Church (1692)

s. Durban High School (1896)

St. Thomaa'B Church, Becr.a Road (1696)
Pr,., trrlan Church and Hall (1899)

g St. Thomna'a Church. Khia*rave Road (1900)
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